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Preface

Rabbi Abraham Isaac Hacohen ("Re’'ayah" in it’s Hebrew
acronym) Kook (1865 - 1935), the first Chief Rabbi of the land of
Israel, was a legend in his own lifetime and was highly regarded
as an original thinker and devoted public leader. He combined
within himself the qualities of a rabbi "among the piods rabbis"
and'bf a free thinking philosopher - "with no hindrance set
before him"'; of "the greatest man of culture of his
generation™® and of a Halakhic authority of the first order. In
the world of ideas Rav Kook was "a brilliant type of Jewish
mystic®™® who raised aloft the mystical intuition, while at the
same time was a thinker beholden to the rationalist philosophy
who could fully appreciate discursive reasoning*.

Yet while even in his lifetime it was said that "there
wasn’t a man in the country - with the exception of Bialik - that
"had such an audience of admirers aé Rav Kook3", after his‘death
the number of his admirers and followers grew manifold. A.
Metzger sees in Rav Kook a classic example of that which Weil
- Herberg described as a theologian who creates within worldly
life, whose theology strives for relevance regarding all aspects
of life and reality?.

‘Rav Kook’s thought is especially relevant to the messianic
concept. Rav Kﬁok bel ieved that his age was the dawn of the
redemption, and he developed his doctrines on messianism with a
direct view to the events of his generation, both in the national

realm - the return of the people of lsrael to its land, and in



the universal realm - various developments in the fields of
science and political tﬁeory. His historiosophical theory was
founded on a desire to explain his generation’s place in hisfory,
and through it he attempts to explain how the process of
redeeming the land of Israel, which was effected by secular Jews
with no commitment to the religion, is a crucial step in the
process of redemption. Thus his understanding of history and the
messianic concept are an important crossroads for a variety of
topics in.the focus of Rav Kook’s thought.

The connection between these two topics, history and
messianism, 1s as old as the days of the Jewish religibn. The
Jewish people was the first to adopt a concept of direction and
;meaning in history. This was accomplished through the Bible,
which bequeéthed to the Jewsvseveral fundamental beliefs
regarding concrete moments in time, of which the most important
are: the act of creation within time, and the revelation and
exodus from Egypt, as the entrace of God into the history aﬁd the
messianié concept which is set in the future at the end of the at
days. In doing so, the Bible laid the foundation for a linear-
eschatological concept of time, instead of the cyclic concept of
the mythical world®. The perception of history as a series of
disconnected random events in time gave way to a perception of
"the causality within history. Modern concepts of history stem
from this revolutionary biblical concept. Thus G. Ernest Wright,

a renowned theologian, archeologist and biblical scholar, writes:
"This feeling of the movement of history towards a purpose in the
future, in which the past promises and the presént hopes are

fulfilled, is the source for the present day concept of history



in the western world... the history which moves towards a purpose
only because God has determined both the movement and the
purpose® . "

Rav Kook attributed much importance to the study of
history. He demanded that it be taught on a scientific and
critical levelt?®, and to be introduced into yeshiva curricula
and discussed in religious periodicalst!. Messianism is a
recurring theme throoghout Rav Kook’s thought,.even if it isn’t
alQays dealt with directly or explicitly. This paber does not
attempt to encompass all these topics from all angles, but rather
to analyze the primafy components of Rav Kook's thought.

This essay will attempt to examine Rav Kook'’s corpus of
thought from the viewpoint of its systems of methodological
foundations: dialectic and harmonistic!2. These two elements
are the dominant components of his thought, both from the
methodological and ontological aspects. As to the harmonistic
element, it should be noted that Rav Kook’s entire corpus of
‘thought is stamped with the idea of monistic unity, and he
believes in the unity of existence from the point of view of
ontological monism!3*. The monism is inherent even in the center
of the theoretical methoo, or in the words of Rav Kook: "The
various thoughts actually don’t contradict each othér, everything
is but a unitary revelation which appears in different
sparks™'4. As to the dialectic element, this too appears in the
ontological aspect, as Rav Kook states that existence is full of
contradictions that should not be obscured!®, and to a lesser
extent in the methodological aspect as well, when he embarks on a

path of creative commentary to explain the phenomena and



processes through a distinction of the elements active within
them and a tendency to grasp their antinomical elements. In our
paper we will attempt to examine these elements and to define the
boundaries that determine the dichotomy between dialectics and
harmony in Rav Kook’s thought.

This paper will also focus on the question of Rav Kook’s
sources and their influence on his writing. Among scholars and
commentators there are divergent opinions on this matter. Many
beiieve Rav Kook to be primarily inf luenced by the Kabbalah,
whether that of the Ramak, as [I. Ben Shlomo proposes!¢, or that
of the Arie, as I. Avivi argues!'?. A. Steinzalts!® feels that
Rav Kook’s thought should not be delineated precisely, and. that
generally speaking what Rav Kook is attempting is to simplify the
Kabbalistic thought system and to popularize it through the use
of non-Kabbalistic terminolgy. On the other hand, already H.
Zeitlin”(argued that Rav Kook based himself on Beshtian
Hasidism, and more than anything on the writings of "the great
seer of Breslau", In the comparative literature we find the
systematic work of T. Ross?°, who examines how Rav Kook’'s
metaphysicai ideas were based on the methods of Rav Shneor Zalman
of Liaddy and Rav Chaim of Volozhin. A. Goldman?! and R. Shatz-
Oppenheimer?2? try a different approach, viewing Rav Kook above
all as a writer of his times, whose basic ideas were molded
through a spiritual exchange with the European thought of his
era, and whose mystical style was no more than an external cloak
for them. Within this confusing thicket we find also S.H.
Bergman?3, who was a pioneer in taking serious academic

interest in Rav Kook’s work, who argues that Rav Kook "was more



of a poet than a systematic thinker"™, and accordingly one cannot

- point out an intellectual coordinate system that clearly relies
on an earlier philosphical doctrine, as R. Shatz-Oppenheimer
concluded in .one of her articles?*. Mention should also be made
of B. Ish Shalom’s insightful study that éoncludes, it seems,
that both points of view are equally valid, and that Rav Kook was
as proficient in the classical rabbinic literature as in Hasidic
and Kabbalistic texté, as well as in the European thought of his
day, and that in his own writings he created his own all
encompassing blend of these, therefore none of his sources should
be dismissed in the others' favour2?3. In this paper we will
explore Rav Kook®s links to.concepts that may have served as
sources of inspiration for his historiosophical thought, and to
others, especially in the field of Hasidic thought, as probable
formative sources of the messianic idea.

B. 1sh Shalom is of the opinion that it would be productive
to examine the differences between, on the one hand, the writings
..of theoretical-philosophical-mystical nature that were qually
written spontaneously and in a personal style not intended for
publication, and on the other hand, the more popular writings
concerning current affairs, often of polemical nature?¢. This
distinction has yet to be researched in the studies that have
been published to date, and this paper will take a few steps in
this direction.

By discussing these questions our paéer attempts to give a
comprehensive introduction to Rav Kook's outlook on history and
messianism. We believe that this study may add another layer to

the understanding of these issues, that are central to the



theoretical thought and at the same time relevant to society

tqday.
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Summary and Conclusions

The study of history is usually an attempt to better
understand the past in light of our knowledge in the present. On
the other hand, the occupation with eschatology strives to peer
into the future and to formulate speculative concepts on that
which is yet to happen. This is not the case with the historical
and messianic theories of Rav Kook. Living with the consciousness
thaf his is an age of tremendous historical significance, in
which the light of the messiah is beginning to shine, Rav Kook
approached the task of understanding history, as well as the
messianic idea, with an aim to explain the present in light of
the past and in light of the utopic future. He finds himself in a
world imbued with paradoxes bordering on the absurd: On the one
hand he sees clear indications of the dawn of the redemption, yet
nn the other hand there is an outburst of a secular spirit of
religious denial. He finds a large and growing segment of the
Jewish people who profess a positive ideology and excel in thelir
moral fortitude and adherence to principles, yet at the same time
don't see thenselves obligated by the commandments of the Jewish
"law. These phenomena are starting points from which Rav Kook
departs to offer his views concerning the historical process on
the one hand and the messianic process on the other. Even if he
himself was not fully aware of it, there is no doubt that
explaining the past, as well as the peering into the future, were
intended to supply a comprehensive theological and teleological
explanation for a deeper understanding of this perpiexing

present.
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From this outlook stem two themes that recur throughout Rav
Kook's thought: the dialectic theme, which characterizes his
hiéfbrical thought, and the harmonic theme, which characterizes
his messianic thought. As we have shown throughout this paper,
these two themes each have their own particular qualities. The
dialectic theme does not deny the possibility of the unification
of opposites, although it emphasizes the opposites as a dominant
characteristic of reality. On the quality of dialectic reasoning,
S.H; Bergman writes that it recognizes the existence of
contradictions and justifies them. "The contradictions are the
essence of reality, but reality also contains the reqonciliation
of the contradictions in a higher unity. The rythm of existence
is: affirmation, negation, and reconciliation of the two in a
higher unity; or: thesis, antithesis, synthesig™:.

Indeed, thigs frame of thought, so familiar from Hegelianic
philosophy, is in our opinion clearly present in Rav Kook's
historical‘thinking. The chronology of the Jewish people is
described by him as a field of strﬁggle between two primary
ideas: the Divine idea and the national idea. The Divine idea
reflects the ionging for the Divine, the religious fgeling and
‘the sense of faith nesting in man’s heart?. The national idea
reflects man'’s link to society and to the moral element imprinted
in him. These two ideas, according to Rav Kook, should be fully
expressed in the nation and in society, and should achieve a
state of stability and mutual fulfillment.

This indeed was the case in the youthful period of the
Jewish people, and the perfect equilibrium between the ideas

reached its peak during the reigns of the kings David and
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Salomon. However, this ideal situation did not last, and
eventually the Divine idea weakened, while the national idesa,
reffécted in the schism of the kingdom, grew stronger beyond its
proper proportions®. The unavoidable consequence was,

therefore, the destruction of the kingdoms of Judea and of
Israel, which was the manifestation of the breaking of the
national idea. However, the destruction had a very important
tamificatiﬁn for the Divine idea, which was reduced into a
re!igious idea. This change was expressed in the contraction and
limitation of Judaism, which, instead of being a public religion
to a nation, became a.religion for individuals and small groups.
Instead of dealing with the large issues that enjoy prophetic
inspiration, it withdrew to within the four walls of Halakha, to
deal with minor details and minutiae. However, the increase in
the importance of the practical matters within the religion was,
in the eyes of Rav Kook, not only a reactionary destructive
response, but served also'to lay the necessary foundation for the
creation of frameworks for the religious existence of the Jewish
people during its long years in exile. In this argument Rav Kook
finds the poéitive value of the productive codificat;on work of
the late Second Temple period and during the time of the Mishnah
and Talmud.

' According to Rav Kook, the exlle, despite being a clearly
negative phenomenon both from the religious and national aspects,
has a positive side to it. The positive aspects, which have not
yet been subjected to thorough examination in the study of Rav
Kook’s thought, partially resemble the views of the thinkers of

classical Reform in nineteenth century Judaism. Thus, Rav Kook
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speaks of the universal goal of spiritual influence and the
dissemination of correct religious dogmas throughout the world.
HoweQer, the more important positive aspect is that which relates
to the national interest of the Jewish people itself. Rav Kook |
describes the exile as a smelting furnace for the nation, and
explains how the exile reestablishes the equilibrium between the
various ideas. He fﬁrther argues that destruction and exile were
inevitable, in light of the fact that in the Historical reality
it Qould have been impossible to support a sovereign n#tion
without resorting to means of evil.

The basic concepts Rav Kook uses in his higtoriosophical
approach are not originally his. The essential ideas regarding
the stature of the Jewish people and its special immutable
qualities Rav Kook may have found in the writings of Rabbi
Yehudah Halevi and the Maharal of Prague. The essential concépts
concerned with explaining the historical process Rav Kook
borrowed from the writers of Science of Judaism (Wissenscaft des
Judentzum) Rabbi Nachman Krochmal and Zvi Hirsch Graetz. Krochmal
was the first to describe the history of the Jewish people
according to Hegelian dialecticg, and by utilizing Hegel's
concept of national spirit (Volksqeist), while Graetz founded the
terminology of the religious idea and the national idea as the
two basic formative elements in Jewish history. Another layer of
applying Hegelian ideas to the Jews was probably drawn from in M.
Hess' book Rome and Jerusalem, which argues that history is
developing towards the creation of a holy unity between religion
and nation, that will be revealed to the world through the Jewish_

people. It should be noted that there is a basic difference, both
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in principle and in methodology, between Rav Kook and between
Graetz and others of Khokhmat Yisrael. Whereas the latter were
1ntéfested in understanding Judaism through i{ts history, Rav Kook
strived to understand Jewish history through Judaism.

The amalgamation of earlier elements which we find in Rav
Kook’s thought in no way detracts from its value. It may be said
that which I.I. Guttman said of Maimonedes, that this 1s a fusion
which is of creative originality*. This creative fusing, was
proﬁably aided by the resemblance of Hegeliﬁn dialectics to the
dialectics of Jewish mysticism. We find such a dialectic pattern
in the description of the systems of Divine spheres in the
classical Kabbalah of the thirteenth century, while in the
Loreanic Kabbalah of the sixteenth century we find a dialectic of
development, where the complex creative process is described as a
dynamic of revelation and reduction, growth and retreat. Rav Kook
explicitly finds a wide common base to the doctrines of
historical development and to the Kabbalah, and indeed in our
opinion his higtorical thought should not be seen merel& as an
extension of European idealistic philosophy.

The twd ideas mentioned above, the Divine and the national,
" are represented according to Rav Kook by two tendencies in
culture and society: the spiritual tendency and the material
tendency®. As opposed to the historical phenomenon of
continuous conflict between these tendencies, in Rav Kook's
descriptions of the messianic era we find that harmonious
relations between them are one of its central indicators. To
explain this statement we’ve devoted an entire section of our

paper to examine the relationship between spirit and matter in
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Rav Kook's thought. We’ve pointed out that there are three
positions in religious philosophy that deal with this issue, each
of thch has notable representatives in Judaism. The first
position is that of abstinence,..which 5rgues that a comlete
dichotomy exists between the realm of matter and the realm of
spirit, only in the latter of which can the concept of the holy
develop. This position 1s rejected by Rav Kook, who sees it as
contravening the monistic principle in Judaism, and holds it to
be 5 product of paganism. The second position, which is the most
prevalent in the central stream of Jewish philosophy, 1s that
which we have described as the position of balance and synthesis.
This position does not obscure the differences between spirit and
matter, but believes that a balance can be reached between these
elements, and strives for a synthesis of sorts in which all the
elements are working in the same religiously significant
direction. We observed that Rav Kook adopts this position when he
analyzes the historical tension between the spiritual and
material tendencies. Rav Kook extends the conceptual framework of
the balance and synthesis position to the wider social realm. In
doing so'he argues that the preoccupation with physical activity,
the strengthening of the body and the return to nature, which
were notable trends among the Jews in his day, were healthy
processes intended to restore to the people the necessary
balance, as a first stage in the redemption process which had
already begun.

However, this balance is not the ultimate ideal in Rav
Kook’s thought. The ultimate ideal, as we have verified through

the use of structural analysis of several passages of his
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writings, is the ideal of the sanctification of matter. This
third position objects to the widespread notion of the holy as
beiﬁg irrational, disconnected from the natural flow of
events*, and maintains that matter itself contains a potential
for sanctity that man is able to reveal. We found that while the
balance and synthesis position was prevalent in the popular
writings of Rav Kook that were intended for a general audience,
and occasionally he even cautiously and reserQedly recommended
the-abstinence position as a temporary remedy, in Rav Kook's
esoteric and personal writings he speaks consistently of the
sanctification of matter position as the sole ideal.

The sanctification of matter position can be found in
Judaism among many mystics, but bnly in the writings of Rabbli
Moshe Haim Luzatto is the sanctification of matter tied to.the
historical process that draws humanity towards it. Luzatto, whose
influence on Rav Kook is well documented?’, has views very
similar to Rav Kook's on this issue. On the 6ther hand we have
stressed that the Maharal’s ideas on the unity of contrasts and
on the relation of spirit to matter should not be mistakenly
likeﬁed to those of Rav Kook, since there are significant
differences between them.

Indeed, the general theoretical basis, as well as many
detailed ideas on the sanctification of matter, Rav Kook drew
from Hassidic notions. Hassidic thought is rarely concerned with
the messianic concept, but when the subject is breached, we find
the purification of corporeality to be a central feature of the
messianic era. Hassidism assumed a monistic world view of a

priori unity (as opposed to dialectic unity). It stressed the



15

Divine immanence, the Supreme vitality that spread throughout the
universe, as the common basis for all of the existence. Hassidism
further maintained that man is capable of revealing the Divine
sparks with the power of his pneumatic observation, and to
accomplish a spiritualization of all existence. Hassidism teaches
aé well that man sanctifies his senses and his material actions
through his intentions aﬁd internal meditations, and in doing so
cancels the dichotomy between means and purpose, imbuing all his
actions with a dimension of spirituality and sanctity.

These concepts, which we have found in Rav Kook's thought,
are the building blocks of his monistic unitary view. This unity
cancels all possibility of a true separation in the world between
good and evil, secular and holy. These differences are actually
no more than an epistemological error of man, who cannot perceive
the world as it is. In several places Rav Kook offers a
teleological justification as a solution to the problem of evil,
but this is only as a Qay of attempting to explain history in a
way which can be understood by man; However, the predominant line
throughout his writings are that "there really is no evil, only
good, and thé evil 18 nothing other than a mistaken fantasy and
- falsehood, because it does not exist in reality"®.

On this point crystallizes Rav Kook’s most significant
innovation on the messianic concept. While the conventional
outlook sees the world as full of flaws and prays for an
eschatological age when they will be cancelled, Rav Kook holds
that the world is in fact already complete, but rather it is
man’s consciousness that is flawed, and this i{s why humanity

exists in a world of imperfections. The concept of correction
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that is common in Jewish mystical'literature, undergoes an
alteration here. There is no need for a cosmological correction
or even a correction in the Divinity through theurgical activity,
as was taught by Loreanic Kabbalah, but rather an epistemological
correction. Not an objective correction of reality, but rather a
subjective correction of mankind.

The placing of the concept of correction in the center of
religiousiactivism represents a departure from the classical
Haséidic tradition, which put in its place the ideal of devotion.
This departure stems from the messianic pathos that embraces all
of Rav Kook’s thought. He cannot envision man’s personal
redemption as the crowning glory of religion, as Hassidism has
done, since according to his philosophy the human enterprise is
marching towards the messianic era, and religion 1s.intended to
bring about the realization of this utopic age.

Neverthelegs, the idea of correction was not entirely
abandoned in Hassidic literature, and we find it in full force
among the writings of‘Rav Nachman of Breslau. In this paper we
have tfied'to show that there is indeed much in common between
the the writings of Rav Nachman and Rav Kook, as is exemplified
by the concept of the Zaddik (righteous leader) in the writings
of both. Each developed the idea of a redeeming Zaddik, whose
spiritual activity is of messianic nature and is capable of
connecting the evildoers of the age with their root of good, and
to advgnce the entire world towards its cosmological redemption.
Nevertheless, Rav Nachman'’s thought is generally infused with the
duality of good and evil, and so there is a clear demarcation

between the righteous and the evildoers. Rav Kook®’s thought, on
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the other hand, emphasizes the unifying elements, and thus
cancels this total dichotomy by concentrating on the positive
manifestations in each human group. The concept of the redeeming
Zaddik of Rav Kook is also different from that of Rav\Nachman in
its optimistic outlook. Whereas Rav Nachman, who is steeped 1n-
the consciocusness of a torn world that ig set in crisis,
describes a tormented Zaddik, this point of view was unacceptable
for Rav Kook's thought.

| It should be noted, that in our comparison of Hass;dism to
Rav Kook’s messianic concept, we aren’t arguing that his
doctrines are a direét and simple adaptation of the Hassidic
[iterature generally or of any specific Hassidic writings. Such
an argument would constrain and diminish the conceptual wealth to
be found in Rav Kook’s thought, and would demand the support of
detalled textual analysis. Our argument is, rather, that certain
Hassidic ideas constituted a spiritual heritage that supplied a
general conceptual basis for Rav Kook’s messianic thought. Rav
Kook developed his method, which we have termed "Hassidism of
cognition®", through the use of terminology and conceptual
frameworks of the Kabbalah, as they have crystallized In the
methods of the mystical Hassidism from the schools of the Maggid
of Mezritsch and Rav Shneor Zalman of Liaddy and the Hassidism of
faith from the schoo! of Rav Nachman of Breslau.

The central role assigned to the consciousness in Rav
Kook's thought, and the fact that the task of correction is
placed on it, is what blunts the prick of the pressing messianism
in Rav Kook’s writings. The fact that the world is actually

complete, and it is an epistemological shortcoming which prevents
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man from realizing it, this acts as a block on the possibility of
preaching for religious radicalism which might take on the form
of‘febellious activism. Together with this element, we found that
the dialectic theme in the writings of Rav Kook, that which
stresses the ontological existence of contradictions in the
world, also puts a spoke in the wheel of unrestrained messianic
pathos. In Rav Kook’s wfitings these two tendencies appear side
by side. One is the tendency towards current messianism, which
seés reality as a reflection of a hidden meésianic process,
calling out "Here! Now!"; while the other calls out "Not yet!",
and reminds the listener that we are still living in a world of
dualism, an unredeemed world. In these latter kinds of statements
we can hear the echo of Rabbil Haim of Volozhin, who warned of
obscuring the boundaries between secular and holy; spirit and
matter, which is tét;ound in Hassidic thought. Rav Kook often
éxpresses similar sentiments in his more popular writings on
current events, in his letters and in his Hallakhic rulings.

The distinction between the two fields of correction, and
between the two processes of progression towards the redemption,
stands out when we examine Rav Kook's views on his own period and
that which is necessary to do in it. He identifies his age with
the age the rabbis called "lkvitta D'mishikha™ (footsteps of the
messiah), and through the poetic and abstruse formulations of his
opinions, one can discern two clear trends of correction which
are present in his day: the correction of the will and the
correction of the consciousness. According to Rav Kook, there are
two parts in the completeness of worship: the completeness of the

mind and the completeness of will®*. These two parts are indeed
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those that are perfected in the days of lkvitta D'mishikha. The
will, which is the essential expression of the natural morality,
is strengthened alongside the strengthening of the body, which is
one of the distinguishing features of the age. The correction of
the consciousness begins with the study and the internalization
of the mysteries of Torah. Rav Kook thus proposes a compreheﬁsive
theory for the notion that the dissemination of mystical-esoteric
Jewish thought bring§ forward the redemption, an idea that
originates in the Book of the Zohar (shiniﬁg), and which appears
time and again with the ebb and flow of messianic expectations
throughout the ages.‘

Rav Kook makes considerable use of the division of the
messianic destiny among two redeemers: Mashiakh Son of Joseph and
Mashiakh Son of David. He strips these two figures of their
personal characterisations, and sees in them a metaphorical
expression of historical processes. Mashiakh Son of Joseph
represents the correction of matter and the rehabilitation of
political structures, while Mashiakh Son of David represents the
correction of the spirit, the restoration of the mind to its full
strength, and in the final stage - also to a direct connection
with God, to the prophecy. The first correction is effected by
the wider public as the people return to a healthier secular
lifestyle, living within nature and history, and is accomplished
in dialectic contrast to the atrophy of the years in exile. In

his popular book Orot (Lights) Rav Kook presents these ideas in a

concise and consistent form. On the other hand in his more
philosophical and esoteric books Orot Hakodesh (Holy Lights) and

Arpilel Tohar (Sanctified Mists), Rav Kook speaks mostly to the
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Zaddiks of his time and writes through his own soul searching.
These books therefore concentrate heavily on the necessity of
stﬁdying the mysteries of Torah, based on the capacity of these
to lead man to a synthetic world view and to see the monistic
harmony in the existence. In these two areas, as we have shown,
there are concrete roles for the insolence of which the rabblis
spoke, and Rav Kook explains it as an integral part of historical
processes.

The challenges presented by the two processes of correction
described stand in two separate realms of history. The correction
of Mashiakh Son of Joseph is in the realm of national redemption
of the Jewish people, and is intended to restore the nation to
the ideal state of biblical times. Mashiakh Son of David, on the
other hand, reflects a universalist vision of global redemption
for the entire universe, intended to restore mankind to the days
of Adam in the Garden of Eden, who lived in complete harmony with
the world and with a direct link to God.

G. Scholem in his well known wofk on the messianic concept,
distinguishes between two types of messianism that have been.
entrenched 1h the writings of the rationalist philosophers in
Judaism: apocalyptic-catastrophic messianism and utopic
messianism!®. Rav Kook's thought is an exemplary case of utopic
messianism. It.is presented on a background of a dialectic theory
on the philosophy of history, describing an ideal and harmonious
vision of the end of the days, which is brought about through
natural processes, guided.by the cunning of the Divine intellect.
Rav Kook’s thought contains a complex integration of rationalism

and mysticism, and these two dominant elements are expressed
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fully in the way he views both history and the end of the days.

8.

10.

Notes

S.H. Bergman, Dialogical Philosophy From Kierkegaard to Buber
Heb. edition, p. 20. .

Regarding the question as to how dominant the Divine idea is
in the general human society, we’ve found two directions in
Rav Kook’s writings. One is universalist, which holds that
the Divine spirit motivates the sum of the cultural and
spiritual activities, while the other is particularistic,
which attempts to emphasize the uniqueness of the Jewish
people as that of which the Divine idea is an integral part
of its natural qualities.

As we mentioned above, in the articles of 1806 the dialectic
system was not developed yet in Rav Kook's thought, so that
when he discusses the destruction of the First Temple he
mentions only the decline in the Divine idea and does not
speak of the rise of the national idea on the other hand.

Philosophy of Judaism, Heb. trans., Mossad Bialik, J’'lem,
1983, p. 143.

See for example QOrot (Lights) (Heb.) p. 159.

In this aspect Rav Kook’s ideas differ from those of William
James in The Religious Experience of Mankind, lectures 11-13,
Heb. trans. pp. 178-179, and of Rudolph Otto in The lIdea of
the Holy, Trans. by J.W. Harvey, London 1959, pp. 10-20, both
of whom argue that the concept of the holy is connected with
the irrational, with strong emotional feelings and with
deviations from accepted social norms. See also a critique of
Otto’s thought in: B.M. Leiser, "The Sanctity of the
Profane", Judaism 20, Spring 1971, who holds Otto’s concept
of the holy to be iIn complete contradiction to the concept of
the holy in Judaism.

Rabbi D. Cohen, Introduction to Orot Hakodesh (Heb.); 1.
Avivi, "Historiah Tsorekh Gavohah™ (History - A Divine Need")
in Sefer Hayovel Larav M. Broyer (Heb.), vol. Il, Academon,
J*'lem, 1992.

Orot Hakodesh vol. I1l, p. 168.

. Mussar Avikha (Your Father’s Ethics) (Heb.), chap. 2, 1.

"Lehavanat Hara'ayon Hameshikhi Beyisrael®" (Towards an
Understanding of the Messianic Concept in Israel) Devarim
Begoh (Heb.), pp. 155-180.
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