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Cof a large and twbulent dlstrict but was not Yo

In %this coneideration Of Maynier'e Administration
I nave a2ttempted to emphesize two points,

(1) That Mayanier wae entrusted with the Zovernmnent

sngure that hie authority in the dislrict was waintained.

2) That although Maynier is frequently blamed for
the unfortunate pollcy pursugd on the froutier during
his administration, it wae in no wise a policy framea
by hir, He was rerely an official, carrying out the
official‘policy of the Govermment according to:very,
defirgte instructicns. |

Theal makes an impértant admission when he statee
that the burghers could not frame their complainte
aggingt Maynier aslth y woulg‘tantamount to an attack
on the Government.,

It happened thai’Maynier's views on the native
quastion were coincident withvthose of *he Goverrmend,
but that does not wake hiw respohsible for ite policy,
it only wakes him an excellent ag@nﬁ, and ond wio could

carry out hie instructions in all sincerity.
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sribiousnees and nonemtv of purpose are

cbvious tnroughout his work,

s

The policy pursued én the frontier during these
yoears - alwaye attewpting by scms means or other io

patcli up geace - esseome & fublile one, yet oue jauet
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uust realize that with eo few forces at command, the .

atlza. '
enbire Zuropesn population of thaéﬂolony it have
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veen copletely wiped oub had ruptures with affirs
con€ Lo a really -eariouve pase.’
My thenke are dus to the Archives staff for kind

G Vodins

and willing aecistance,
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MAYNIBR'S ADMINISTRATLION

CHAPTER _ 1.

The Dutch East India Company had no desire to increase its

‘reaponsibilities at the Cape, yet the Coloniste, somc/ in
‘their esarch for fresh pasture, others/ from sheer “wanderlust“,

and the majoritx/ in order to get as far away ae poesible from

the odious rule of the ”ombaﬂy @ officials, were cont 1aually
opening up new parts and adding to the pernlex1ty of the
Company. For although the Comoany did not wish for 1ncxeaqed

governmental reeponeibilities, it cextalnly could not allow

the Mnlaniste o escapve from ite control, nor could it afford”

to lose the rente of the lands hewly occupied.

- The Council tried to stop thies expaneion by various
means, butvinJvain.‘JIn 174% it inetituted a new qutem'of
land tenure by which it hoped to 01nd the trekkers to tnelr
loan nlacee, . > _ |
\ihen thie proved ineffective, the Council from time to time

iseued placaate forbidding anyoqe to go beyond the vroclaimed

' boundaries. Bub these orders went mheeded, snd about 1775

travellers found settlere, widely diepersed, living in
Cubeniqua'e land, Lange Kloof, Bruintjieehocgte, Achter

Bruintjieehoowts CamdeEc the Sneeuwbergen, in fact over all
0l | ” T A
Southern Africa as far as the Fish River. The Company wase

N

The Eastern Districts and the Egggd atiop of Grasff- ﬁﬂlge&,'

1. Wiering, P. 27.

e



T

b o

. hastern bowndaries of the Colony. They Dlundared the farme

the field was their principal engagement and intellsctual

" pursuits were neglected. They remained however intensely

Colony frequently 301nﬁd them, Emigrant Eurovsans of various

1ot with them, and later, immigrante from France and Holland

1,

'to industry, and the homee of the burghers were poor and

of a lawless type. Colonistes who were in bad odowr in the

nerforcs obliged, by nroclamatlon of the llth of July, 1775, 3
to decree the extension of the dlstrlct 0f Stellenbosch
caetwarde as far as the[Flsh River, and of that of Swellsndam | vi
to the Bushman'S'River?. | | | : o
The settlere in these parte were cenvinually haraseed -

by the Bushmen who had established themselves slong the North-

took away as much cattle as they could, killed the re st,_
frequently murdered the Hottentot herdeman and sometlmeq
Buropeans too. The settlers exacted vengeance either
individwally or else in commandos.

Under such circumetances there was little incentive

b

. . . L : . .o ?
mieerable, being built merely of mud and clay. - Service in |

_ _ ? o |

religious, and although far removed from any Church, falthfullv g
carrled out thelr devotional exercisee,

The freedom of their existence attracted many charactere

nitionalities who were unable to make a living in the west,

also crossed the boundaries of the Colony and threw in their

Theal 1. v, 141.

£

2. Wieringa, ». 27

3.

L . . . ) . ‘§

Vileringa. D. 27.
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introduced revolutionary sentiments The basis was thus
being laid of a tyve of Coloniet with whem it would not be
paay for any Governmental authority to deai - religious,
brave and sslf-reliant, yet unintellectual, at times
cruelly revengeful, always restive of any control and with
a ‘paesion for freedom. | |
About 1775 the Kaffirs became a new element in South

African history, and added to the troubles of these frontie

Pad

farmere. It wase inevitable thet they should cowe into contact,

for, as the settlere were epreading towarde the Past, the

Kaffirs were pressing down alone the coast from the North-Bast.
& o (&) . v

By that time the great Xosa Chief Palo who had ruled in the
Amatola lMountaine had died and ths clans east of the Kel

had pacced to hie grest eon Galeks, whils thgee botwosn the

Kei and the Fieh followed another son Rarabe ,

The chief question which was to cause a clash beitween

the Bantu and the Europeans/ was the queetion of thé.land,

Both were cattle keeping people and agriculturists of a sort,

and therefore greedy for land. But the Bantu could not

~understand the Eurcpean idea of ownership of land, for to

thim the grant of a piece of land implied merely the right

to use it (as in their own society) on payment of certain

tribute . —

Both frequently allowed their cattle to graze on each others

territory. .7

The farmers often crossed into Xaffirlaad to harter and for

1, Cory 1.
N0,
. Ibid. ». 119,

¢ mem— . . .

R
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hunting,

and the bougdary fixed by the Governor & van
FPlettenverg in 1778,as the Fish River was frequently
ignored oy voth partles.

There was a marked differsnce in the attitude
of the Government towards the Bushmen and towardes the Kaffirs,
hey r,gdrdad the Bushuen as thelir natural enemies,

sad supnlied amnunition Vo comrandes raised aéplng them,

l\

although with ingunCulunq to sbetain frow craeloy

s o e o e e A, s e

At one time a reward of 10 Rde wse offered by the Company
for a capuurad Bushmen.d.

The HKaffire, on the other hend, were regarded as
a nation Uy nature peaceful and mild. 1t was considered
at their subordinabion to chiefs made negoblations
deelrable and 00401018 | By glving prés&ntg, the

(N 1

Govarament hoped to convinca_thsm of ite benevolence,

2]

T k]

‘and persuade them to observe the Fieh River as tho
boundary vetween the Colony and Kaffirland. The Goverhment
accuged the farmers ol pTOVOking the hostility oi the
Kalfirs by their attituds towards them. The Cowvncil
therefore lorbade the Colonists to trade with thew, .
Loping thus to prevent them from having any dealings with
vtha Raffirs., Yot scometimes és,1in 1779, when they
coneidered the Xaffirs had done too wuch da@agﬁ, they
had to allow force to be used against them.&.
There wase in the Zastern districts, besides the
wgners, the Bushwen, and the Kaffire, yet, another

e,

selement wihich was to bs important in lix ynler’b work ‘there - the B

1, Theal 1. 7p.156.

2. Walker, Hist.of S.4, 0,101,

3. No, B0 of 1835, ».2l. - ‘

4, DNo. 50 of 1835. p.20, Theal.l. p.173,

B T NNUP
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‘their common enemy - the Buehmen.

ttentote. Their weak tribal eystem was largely broxen up
by this tlme/ ' ‘
John EBarrow, Private Secretary to Lord Macartney, the

Governor, who eent him to Graaff-Reinet in 1797 "to supnly

some information respecting the distant parts of the Colony"

found that in the whols district of Graaff~Reinet thers wae
not a eingle tribe of independent Hott entote. He found,
moregver, thet two-thirds of the total number of Hottentots
in the whole Colony were situated in that area, and that
they outnumbered the Eufopean Colonists by about 10 to 1.
As these Hottentote possesead no land they livad a vegrant
life, or took service as casual farm eervante. They wefe,

however, not very useful in service, for they were szid to

w0

be lezy, improvident end thieving.  On the other hand,many
instances of the cruelty of the burrherq to the Hottentots

were reported. Yet .they often asgisted the farmers againet

As regards alave@, the district of Grasaff-Rainet poosessed

the fewagt of all tho dlmfrno+q there ksing only about one’

- slave to each ¢am11y

—_ — —— -
- - —_ — = —

In larch 1778, a pet;tlon was sent to the Council 2y Jan

'Kruger, Jan Adriaan Venter, Adrisan van Jaarsveld and thirty

obher heads of families living near the Camdebo, praying for

. ) ‘ - o > . : 3 ) ) 3
the establishment of a landdrosts cowt and a Church in that
part. of the country. They pointed out how difficult it~was

Lo obtaln & settlement of their differences at so great a

distance from a seat of Magistracy. It was also oractically

impossible to undertake the journey to the Church in the

‘Land of laveren ae their. posqeqq1ons would 1nev1uaoly be

=

=

b -

1, Barrow "1. p.5H3.

2. ibid, p. 144,

KR ibid. p. 163, 1l. ».377.

4, ‘walker, A mod.Hist, for 5.4, p.87.

5, DBarrow 1. p.p. 145 - 147, Reto¢ut10ns C 106. p.182.
6. Theal 1. p.170, .
7. DBarrow 1. p.163, 11 P. 377
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attacked in their abeence. They attributed tne lawléssneqq
of soae in the athllCt[ to the lack of uod g word and tne
distance from. the Govorumont and o;Iurcd should their
requast be granted, to convey to the desired situation,;wood
and stones for the building of a Drostdy, a Church-and a
Parsonage, vnrovided theklabour was sent from Cape Town.

In September 1778, Governor van Plettenberg sst out

on a tour to ascertain the etate of affaire on the Eastern

e

border, but it wae only in 1785 that the Governunent decidad_

to accede to the request of the petitioners. The burghers

had asked for a landdrost, but they could hardly be expectad

to see éye to eye with all the reasons which the Council
declared made it necessary to establish a drostdy in the

Bastern districte - to check the practice of going into

;Kaffirland, to secure the payment of taxes on loan places,

to preeerve peace with the Xaffirs, and to'prevent any
foreign power from settling at ilgoa Bay . .The landdroet
who would attempt to carry out these objects, would certainly
find that his position was no sinecure. '

n July the l9th 1786, the boundarlbs of the new

”
.

dietrict  were deflned . It wae glven the npme of Graafx-
Reinet in honour of the Governor and his lady . Tne
coincidsnce that on the same day, orders ag@lnst Jerdue
cattle trads wers renéwed, strlkes a ioraood;ng nots of tne

trousles wnich were Lo beset the new dlstrlct.

The firet landdrost to be apnointed was Maurite Herman

Utto Woeke, a German who had coms to the Cape about 1769 and

-

memorlen,haoporuen ete, 1778, p.427.
Theal 1. 1 9.
No, B0 of 1656, p.<0.

Cory 1. p.dZ,
Theal, 1. p, 216.
No. 50 of 18356, p.20,

\zmur:bmmw

The other Ql brluts were the Cape,Stellenbosch and Swellendam.
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wae employed. Doth the landdrost and the Secr etary Worﬁ

-all males between eixtesn and sixty, who assembled for one ;

5
L.

and who had eettled at Stellenbosch,  He was thaen about
2.

forty-three years old, and Gould hardly be expected to

have the energy nscessary for controlling a district like
uraaff-Reinet, He was told to selsct a slta fof his officas,
and ne selected two farms near the source of the Sunday's
River belonging to aSburgher Dirk Coetzee, who disposed of
them vo tne Company, " Jan Jacob Wagener-was apnointed
Secretary of the district to lixr, VWoeke.

In all the districts a similar form of local Government

salaried officiale. The landdrost repressnted tae Governmenﬁ

and was responsible for the order and good Governwent of the

district. Together'with certain burghers appointed by the
Council as Hesuraden (a purely honorary position,) he formed
a cowrt for trying petty cases and a council for controlling
the affairs of the district. |

The Secretary, besides attending to the Secrétarialk
work of the Board of Landdroet and Heemraden, did work of

. D,
a Notarial nature and was also Treasurer of the district.

There wag also in the district a burghser iMilitia of

week every year for training, and when necessary were called
out on commando, The officers formed a Burgher Hilitary

Council and frequently combined mesetings of this Council and

the Board of Landdrost and Heemr&den wers held. - The landdrost

wae also Commandant of the forcas in his area, In his military

capacity heé was assisted by the field-cornets (Veldwagters or

Valdwagneesters) who also undertook minor duties of a

6.
judicial and civil naturs.

OO A s

. Theal. 1, '1.9. 109,

. Date of Birth in Doodreélqtcr (ArcnlveQ)
Theal. l E .

. Eotha, Soc, Life au Cape. p.6v.

. 1b1d : .70,

. ibid. P. 71,
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The landdrost and the becratary wers thus the only two
salaried officiale in the district, and in order to carry

- out the ordere of the Uouncil succesefully, they were

entirely dependent on the suppert and geodwill of the burghars.

A landdrost who did not enjoy the co-opsration of the burghers

would find himeelf in an ineufferable position, as the Council
wae too far away to enforce its authority, and the landdrost

himeelf was providsd with no means by which he could enforce

4 i it < <
e .
.

sWomission to the orders of the Company in the face of

opposition from the Burghers,

Barrow gives us a good description of the district of

Graaff-Reinet as he found it in 1797 . On the fast the

2

digbrict was bounded by the Great Fieh River, Tarka, Bambosgsberg

and the Zuurberg, on the Vest b§ the Gamboos, the Gamka and
the Nieuwveld liowntains, and in the North by the Piettenﬁerg
beacon., Thers were at that time about 700 families in the
‘whole district, scattered over an area of about 40,000 square
miles, The burghers were chiefly cattle farmers,

Cartsin areas such as tha Bruintjeehoogte were slso suitsble

for grain and fruit farming, but the farwmers could obtain no

ready market for these products, and so were discouraged in

e

their production. | |

Of the village iteslf, situated on the banks of the
Sunday'se Rivar (snd about 500 miles from the Cape) - Barrow
writes that "its appearance ié wore miserable than that of
1 . i - o 3o«
about a dozea mud houses covered with thatch and placed at

some distance frow each other, in two lines, forming a kind

- B e
L e oo e

370,

1. Barrow 1l. b,
2. Barrow 1, p. ll4.
3. ioid. 1l. 1p. 7%,

e e o o e e

e e g 5 e gt ety
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the poorest village in England", In the village there were - |,
N A é‘
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of street. ot the wper end sﬂands tae house oi' tne landdrost
built also of mud, and a few miserab lc hovels intended for
the traneaction ofvpublic business, but in a ruinous state”
Thers wers in 1797 only twelve families living in the village
and another fouwrteen just outeide, scattered“over a wild
varren country almost destitute of tree or shrub.®

Uf the outlying arsas of the district, Barrow found -

that the farmers in the Snesuwberg (a good area for shesp)

‘were on the whole of a better c%aracter tnan those of the

other divisions of the district . The most prospsrous
farmers were to be found in the Bruint jeshoogte which was
the best divieion in the district for horses and horned
cattle and equally suitable for grain and fruit. |
Yot on account of its close proximity to Xaffirland it was
frequently the area in which disturbances originated.

Gther divisions such as thé Zuurveld, Tarka, the Nieuwve 1d
and the Ghoup, were ;raquently deserted on account of the

/rr'e et

1nuur61ons of the n&111r3 while in tne Sea-cow river and
A eyt e ohn B '

?nlnoscerosoarg area the 1nnab1tants waged a perpetuai}

warfare againet the Buehwen .and were also frequently obliged
to desert their farme. | |

Yot in spite of all thess hardships, frow a~cénéus'
taken in 1798 , it was revealed that of 2ll the districts

at the TCape, the district of Graaff-Reinet had the largest

nunber of cattle and the largest number of shesep, and one may

surmige that the excess over ths other districte was even
greater than shown in the census returns, for in an outlying
and scattered district like Graaff)Reinet it would be possible
to underestimate one's possessions for the fopgaaf” to even

a greater extent than was practised eleewiers.

1. Barrow 1. p. 114, 3. DBarrow. 1. p.n, 249-251,
2. barrow. l. p. 113, 4. ibida. 1l.p, p. 572-374,
) bo "". luld l’o 4_ 57r/.

et e



[ S

-
e
.

o ey
o s e ————

VAYEIER  AS bbm JTARY  OF  GRAATF- RZINET.

On the 20th, March, 1789, at 2 meéting of the Council of
Policy, a letter was read from Jacob Hendrik ¥agener,
vetitioning for hie discherge with rank from the Tompany's
service iﬂ‘Graaff Reinet. owing to ill-health,

He hoped, however, that the Comnany would gee fit to 51ve

. hlm su1uabie emolovm,"t elsawhere, or ferablv near

1-0

Cape Tomn.

It va#lr gee lzcd to appoint provieionally, the Assietant
Secretory of ths Council of Policy, Honoratus Caristiaan
David Maynier as Secretary of uraaff-ReineﬂAfrom the 30th.
with the rank of BOOKk“GPuT |

Maynler wag 'at this time a young ran 01 twenty-nine
(the youngést of & family of sight chlldren§' Hig father
was a German, born at Leipzig, and the name evidently uééd

o be spelt Magnier. qlq father had married into one of

1.

‘the old Cape families, and practised at otell enbosch ag

a doctor. - laynier had influential friends - ths ﬁecurde
| &
Rhenius (who was a relativg)/ Nr., J.A, Truter,.Secretary

of the Cgur' of Justice, and the Fiscal, Mr., Willem van
- ° ) . » 4 ! ) [y . ) y . W
Rimeveld. His viewWs on the natives were coincident with

thoze of the Government - "to promote Peace and Tran quillity

“between the Caifree and the Inhebitante by mild and gentl

meane, and to protoct the Hottentots against the Oppression
1, Resolutions., C.3D. 1v.303.
2. ibid. - ' ' '
3. C.C, de Villiere : Geslachi Register der Oude Kaapsche
, hiﬂﬂlen. ‘
4. Colenbrander - De Afkomet der Boeren p.B4.
5 Resolutione. C.59, p.197.
ibid. C.67. =.385.
6, Theal 1, p. <58,
7. Wieringa. n.33. ¢
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oad vielence which they continually sulffered Irow the Boers
gentimente whica implied a belief in the slmplicity and
innocence of the "noble ssvage" which Maynier mighﬂ have
adopted [rom the French philosopheré. He wae indeed,

.

conversant with French and frequeatly émplgyed it as a means
of comnunication, ‘

At the same meeting at whlch Maynier wae appointed
provieionally as'Se cretary, a lettor 1romiWoeke was read
stating that Lour Kaffir Captaine with many followers had
astabliched thpm elves thie eide of the. Fl“ﬂ Rlver
A Commando under Deniel Willem Kuhne had be@“ called out to
drive them back, but if it wers not successful, he would
in person, accompanied by the Heemradem end war officers,

try to meke neace by flandly means.‘ He asked for the
J.

assistance of 100 men,
The Council decided that it was impossible ab that

time to epare any men from the already depleted garrison,

Yat .one can hardly conceive that they would have sent ‘

agssistance, sven had it been possible, for they critised

field. 'It wae decided to send Maynier (the newly appointed

- Secretary) and Wapgener (the ex-Secretary) as an authorised

comniszion to settle affsirs, |

hewe instructions were clear - not to meet force by foroe,
but to attempt to setble motters by peaceful 1ntnrventlon,
and to persuvade the Haffir Cagtslqc to withdraw oy giving
them trinkete and presents. The burghere were to be fined

he
¢ 4.
if they crossed the Fish River!

V: n. 206, 207.

1, Tec, C.C. 1 0.

2. Rec. C.C. 1V, p. 25,
ibid. - 111. p. 108,

3. . Regolutions, t. 85, 0.507.

4. ibid. C. 85, p.SGQ

1;

L oy
Voeke severely for having allowed a commande to take the - it
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“and the Militia Captaine, Andris

Frow the point of viow of the Council, fomfortably secure
from any poseibility of having their hones laid waste by

the Keffire, thie wee an admirable policy, and not the least

of ite recemmendations wase that, apart from the small outlay
in trinkets and ornaments, little expenso was incurred in

carrying it out. One can understand the irritation of the
burghers st seeing their enemies, from whose depredations they
had suffe“ed being b*ought off, rewurdcd' rather than
puniched,while’ they wers to be fined if they croseed the.
Fieh River. Yet thie was the policy which laynier and Wagener
were inetructed to carry out.

Cantain Kuhne had corner°d a large soction of the
invaders who could not cross the Pl“h River owing to its
being in flood, and was just about to attack them when the

b : .
Councile instructions were vreceived, and the Cowmmmndo was
) l -]

immediately disbanded without a_shot having been fired,
It became necassary then “o appoint certain burghers

to form with Vagener and Maynier the Commiseion which the

Comncil desired to send into Kaffirland. At a combined

meeting of Heemraden and War officere hold on the 13th.

of May, the Heemraden Josua Joubert and Jacobus Triegerd

Burger and Jan du Pleselg,

D

were nominated to the Commission . On the 7th. of June

they set out with Viagener and laynier. ‘Vhen they reached

the Kowie River they heard that the Fish River wae impassable,
e0 they eent eowme Hotﬁentots with presents to Tchaka, one

of the chiefs whose men nad crossed the boundary, to tell him

. Theal 1. 0.
. Memorien. Ram

1A and

orten etc. 1789, 0.990. : ,

L e e
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of the strip of land betweon the Kowie and the Figh River

and offersd to pay for it in tribute the equivalent of ' y

what the Buropeans paid in rent, but this request was

refueed, The Xaffire were then instrgctsd to give their
A

Captains a fair account of how they had}%?eatcd by the

Commissioners, and were warned in future to remain on the

other side of the Fish River and not even to allow their

cattle to graze on this side,

Thén, after distributing presents of dopper‘plates, brass

wire, knivee etc. the Commigesicners considered that they

had done as much as was poseible and ae the domestic affairs -

of the district were preessing, they decided to return.
On their way bach they touched at the farm‘of a certain
Nicolaas Goelde who was deputed to call the neighbouring

rfarmars together to hear the vnroclamation of the 19th, of

iJuly 1786. Vhen a fair nurber had collected at the farm

they were exhorted to allow the Kaffire who were living N

s St

among them to return acroes the Fish River and to aveid

in future all intercouree with them., Thoses dlqobﬂ{lno

.this were to be punished according +to the placaat,

Yet the Commissionsrs must have félt.that,they had’

not brought matters to a very satisfactory conclueion for when

the ex-~Secretary Wagensr offered to remain in the boundary
area in order to attempt to put the arrangements made with

the Kaffire on a more satiefactory basie, hies offer was

readily accepted.

In & subsequent report to the Council Vioeke stated
that the Commissioners had spared no trouble in carrying out

.

1
. Ze 1b1d

. Hemorien, Rapborte%n etec. 1789, »n.999 ff.
- p. 1015,
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"held negotiations aleo with hie son.Cungwe, he ocaw

e e ——

their ordere, and the exhortatione of the Oouhcﬁl againsgt
the use of force had been fully observed. He advised the
Council not to yield in the question of the ceseion of
the 1and as such action wight create a precedent which
might lead tbecolonisté likewiee to cede land to the natives,
\ag@ner stayed on the frontlnr for another three |
weeks., On the 19th, of July 17 9, he wrote to Voeke that,

having gone in person tith twelve men to Tchaka and having
Could nol

. . was
persuads them to re-cross the Fish River, but sll e

peaceful and the colonists haée "nothing morse to fear?..
He presentad a report to this effect to the

Landdrost and Heemradsn on the 3rd. of August 1789, and

. negotiatione  with the Kaffire were considered concluded.

1.

Yot the Commission had acoompliéhed.nothing, for the Kaffire

remained in’ poeqeeelon of the land they had over-run and the
farmere nad ne agewrance: that their lives and propertyfwould
be - safe. | | |

From the point of view of the‘Council; however, watters had

been satisfactorily arranged, for their volicy of peaceful

measures had been carrisd out and little expsnse had been

‘incurred.. Indeed the parsimony of the Company was. such

that in December 1789 and again in September 1792  we
find Wagener reminding the Council that when the Commission
set out from Cape Town he provided hie own wagon, exan, slave

Hottentots and necegsary provisions. He also gave presents

g

9

1. Memorien, Rapporten ete. 1789.. p. 1008,
2. ibid. p. 1035,
3. ivid, . 1039,
4. Resolutions. C.86. n, 693,
D. N. n492.

Resolutions C 98,
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out of his own pocket.to inﬁerpreters and also to the K@@firs,-
aince often the presents they desired were not amonjgst those
aupplied by the Company, and for all this he had receivea
no compensation. | | " |
As regards the arrangemente made on the frontier,

Maynier had already identified himeelf with a‘policy:

% e e

_ W ?
(}f;—“‘}}w’v#,_ c.oovooo'.'-oo-o.-‘-.u-.-oao
Wi, |
. \'\.: I <. ) . .
UJ*QUAWT' The landdrosts of Graaff Reinet, Swellendam snd
g (: o
Wi

Stellenbosch were ordered by the Council to hold a combined
meeting in Cape Town on the let. of July, 1792, under the
~presidency of Colonel Gordon, for the purpoes of planningl
a campaign againet the Bushmen who had become troublesome .
On the day aprointed, Woske did not appear, and so the |
Council suspended him from hie office and called upon him to
answer for his condwet . A military officer, Captain van
Balen, was directed to proceed to Graaff—Reinet and éct as
Landdrost until further orders. | |

Apart from Woeke's delinquency in thie matter, complainte

about him had already come to the Council from various sources,
Maynier had lodged 2 complaint that Woeke prevented him from
V. carrying out hie duties and freguently elandered him. He did

not find his work congenial because of Voeke's persecution

4
, e

and asked to be tranelferred elsewhere. De Vries
Voorlezer [ (i.e. Readsr in the Church)lhad gont in a complaint

accompanied by declarations of the ¢lders and desacons to the

1.. Resolutions 096, ».1035. C97 »n, 768,
2 ibid. C97. p. 771,
5, ibid. Co7.  ». 772,
4, Regussten C. 197. »p.1l6l.

: ,
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effect that he was hindered by Woeke in his work

4

// Van Jaarsveld and other Heemraden and Militia olecc-g :
e2smed te find Woeke's violent anger andexheustible

vocabulary very HJvLU”blng They aleo accuszad him of
and ,
. drunkenness/of trying to estrange the peopls ;rom the
“ !_,‘. b [

P yf"{Socret ry Maynier, whom they defended'ﬂlth surprising

partisanshap . Voeke retalisted and concentrated all his

wrath on laynier, 3&6 grouped his complol?ts agpinet glm
wder thirty heads ; but some, as maynleri. and Denyse

the ad—-interim f1°cal observed, seemed to have uecn inserted
merely to eke out the number to thirty. No. 7 and No. 15
“were exactly the same, . ,
No. 7."Dat hy die vendurollen niet Qrthodox'houd; No. 15 - Dat
hy die vendurollen niet opregt houd."

Certain chargee 5E¢ ridiculous, such as that Kaynier he :d told‘
the burgher Hendrik Klopper that he had played the landdro gt

& prank which he TOdld alwaJ rewemler, Woake'c griovance

3

lay in the fact that he woe ignorant of any °uch prank having

been played him.

v -g@x' Thekchsr w69 ageinst Maynier were, however, that he had

PR ‘

V' the féret and moet to say at mestings of tha landdroest and
heemraden, that he was lax in his duty ag Secretary and did

not forward a copy of the Agenda of the next meeting to the

menbers of the Board in good time, but presented them with dn

’

untidy pever on the dunday before the Eonday meeting, th“t’

he frequently sumroned persons to app - before the Cowr

P T C Ve PR I L e g, Sy MmT et e o

" 1. Reenlutions C 97, 0.477.
2. ibid . C 98, p.ﬂ“
3 ibid. ¢ 98" H.63Zff ; ¢ 99. p.36 ff.
4. ibig. ¢ 101. p.?le.
5. ibid. ¢ 101, p.9o4.
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on trumped up charges, did net teke ths CVIdFIJn properly,
hed veod no stamps on bille of sale for the last two yéars
that the auction liste were not properly drswn up, that he
frequently bought in cattle at sales and put these down
on the list at his own pricé; ﬁhdt hoyments ¢f rent were
not always properly recorded, thet he had promised some
burghere farms across the Fish River, thus giving compleinant
much trouble, that he ihstigated‘the Hottentotls and hastarde
to ally themselvee with him saying that they would obtain no
justice from the landdrost and even enticed the complainaht's
own Hottentots to live with him, |

Some of the cbmplainﬂs W of .2 more versonel nature.

- He accused Maynier of beivrg addicted to drink, of crres

Ly

| Sing
runows that Woéke couwld not possibly remain landdrost, and
thet he would wndoubtedly be appointed in his place, and of
hindering him in-his work aé landdrost. He rounded off his
v_caarbeq with the complaint that uaynlar hmd sxercised himself
in promoting diecord and trouble, and he trustefthat he had &
 satisfactorily proved "wat een allezinte gevaaf en schadeli jk

man dezelve 1ig".

One can raad perqonal Drewudlcc and vetty official

jealouey in many of these charges, vet it was incumbent on th
Council to investipnte the matter. The fiecal was deputed

& 1w ‘

... . : il

to wnderteke this investipgation : and wgynier was asked. to |

[ ) }é '

reply to the charges made against him, - ,

Thc Commiss oners - Generasl. Nedsrburch and Frvkeniue

y [a] : 3

wvho in 1792 had teken control of the affaire at the Caps, {

informed the Council that although they accepted Voeke!

1. Resolutions € 98, o 641,
~ g h ”~
2. ivid. > 98, p.B42.
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excuse that ws hed wot received i in time tho notics of the
meeting of landdroste in Cape Town, and had therefors been
wable to atiend, vet considering the wany. other complaints
azainet him, it would appear that he wae not suitable fqr
the post of lenddroet, and the Council was autriorised t
dismise him and armoint comeone: 2les ir hie nlrce.
Tas Secretary Maynier would not be eligible for this
position wleess he could c¢rar.h1ms-'f of the chargee
agmin$é nim, They sdviesd {the new lsnddroet Lo vwintedin |
hiig quthorluy, and not to be oo credulous of the complaints
and teetlmonies of {the inhabitents. Yet they rewlized that
it wae imposeible for any landdrost to execute éﬁ% duties
sfficiently without the co-operation of the burghers.

| Conéequontly by - resolution of the 6th. of December ,

~ A

the Council decided that Woeke wes to be deprived of Lie
post. He wae, however, at his petition} given permissién
to retwn to Grasff-Reinet until ”drcn 1793, =0 lhat he

- could arrange hie domestic Fffairs, bui he was Lo wsdertake
no rart in the administraiien of the district. EHe aleo
asked for & sworn ass eiant to acc company hiw £0 ‘thet he

could 1nJed1afely and formally take down evii ence

oG
-y
(&}

.oN
‘—L
=
D

justification of hie comnlaints against Maynier.
Maynier was ordered to come to Caps Towm =0 that
he could be crose-cxamined on the charges agalngt him end

. fo . |
.t Balen was to continuve aad act vrovisionally as Landdrost,

* ,.w_._.

and’Stanthfius

as Secretary.

laynier was instructed to leave

wa;~Pelr°t immediately, o as to erevent any partissnship

from developing

among the inhabitante of Graaff-Reinet

1. Come, Gen, Med & Fryk 1. MNo, 6f. . L
2. Resolutions C.99. v.831. Coms.Gen.lied & Fryk 11. Ho, 82




T
<
i

He hastened tn Cone Town withouwt delay, bul on his
arrival he was informed by Denye, the ad-interim fiscal)that
there wae a¢ yet no case againet him as Voeke had not yet
fof\Lrae% anj avidence or documents io subsiantiate hie

charges.

Maynier, however, hoped that the Council weuld not be

cprejudiced cgainst him in considering the gacant post of

landdrost at Graaff-Reinet, so presented fox ztuulr consideration,

a defence of the thirty charges against him,

He pointed out thal, being the Secretary, he always maintained

silence in the meetinge as he wase buey writing ths Minutes,
aleo as s matter of discretion, as Woeke was frequently very

brusque in his manner, He denied that he had ever presented

‘the agenda on the Suﬁday;_but alwaye on the Friday or

Saturday preceding the meeting. He did noi put stamps
regularly on bills of sale because he had run out of stamps
of certain values, a¢ was wellknown to Woeke. |
He asserted that various people could testify that he vas nob

addicted to drunkennese. The burghers themselves could give

evidence that he never gave them permiscion to settle beyond -

the Figh River. On the contrary, the Veldwagmeester LBester,

had recsived written permiesion from Yoeke to do so. Ehé*
Hottentote avnnroached VWoeke, thsy were always told to go
to Maynie
Wnyrlﬁ“ Bolicitad consideration for the vacont post of
landdreoet, end enclosed a signed dscleration of answers to

certain questions put to five hermracden on Dscember the 3rd.

, and Woeke frequently illtreated hie own Hettentots.

. J .
1792, which refuted the main charges agzainet hiyp.
1. Resolution C 101, » 715,

Z. ibid. C 101. ».717.
3. ibid C 104d. » 718,
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1aeee lncviminatione and rexiNeriminations mignt nave

conbinuad indefinitely and become more add mores fantasLlc

" In a letter to the Council of the'zdth. of march 1/93

however, the Commlqslonors-uunural axoreqoed annoyance

/‘"\

at the voluminous correqoondenué addreesed to tnem(re/mne
further history of the "tedious quarrelq" between Woeke

and Maynier, and tney returned all the papers and emOOWured

‘the Council to provide for the position of landdrost in

accordance with the beet intereets of the Company and the

Colony. They added that there should be no prejudice attached

to Maynier in filling the poeition once he had satisfactorily

cleared himeelf of the charges againet him,

It seemed to the members of the Council that woeke had

wiehed to preveant Maynisr [rom being Jpn01nted to the noqt he

had veen forced to reliaguish, and had therefore attempsed to,

pre judice the Council agapinst him, The Council, howsver,
decided that liaynier showed "that knowledge of the district,

guidance and discretion which i 80 necessary in the present

oo

; state of afi faire”, and apoointed him as provisional landdrost

with the rank in the Company's service of lerchant. His

appointment would be confirmed when the fiscal had concluded

hie 1nvest1nat10ns and he was acquitted of the charges against

Z,

him, Stanhoffius was aprointed Secretary and Bookkeeger .

" Naynier,who was etill in Cape Town, duly took the oath of

fidelity to the Govern'fnent5

The burghers of uraafi Reinet did not ananlmuuqu share

the opinion of the uouncxl as t0 the suitability of haynler

o

for the post of landdrost, On lionday the 6th, af May 1796

when at an extraordinary combined meeting of the War Officers

e e rat A b ——

1. Resolubtions C 1lU2, p,.Z256.
2. ibid. C 102. p.256.
3. 1ibid. p. 273,




and Heewraden of uraaff-Reinet, and in the presence of
kaynier, a letter from the Cowncil was read notifying

¢ tus westing of Maynier's apﬁointment; Capt. Adriasa Van
Ja ravala left the meeting and was followed by the
ueemraad A,P. van der Berg and Captain Burgsrs.
The ex-heemraad D. de Villiers declared that although
he personally had nothing against liaynier, yet he had been
influenced by a cerﬁ&ln burgner Carel van der Lierwe to
vow: that he would not/in the same meetlnu with iiaynier
and =0 he was ovbliged to retire from tue mesting.
Van Balen then asked sach of the remaining members whetner
s had anything againet liaynisr, and they all declared tnat
they were grateful to the Commiesionere-General and to the
Council for the appointment of laynier and égreed with them
that in him were found the abiliﬁy, orudence and caution
#0 neceseary for his office, /They promised to do whau tney

could to restore quiet and harmony. That afternoon Maynier

»

took hig seaﬁ as landdrost.

- sy

1. Juine, of Board of L.& H, 61..°
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CHAPTHRR__11L,

-

UAYNIER _ AS  LANDDROST.

liaynier had not entered upon his new office as landdrost
wnder very propitious circusstances. His name had already

veen blackened by Woeke's diatribe againet him, and although

~he had been able to refute the main charges, yet probably

in the course of the whole affair his character and capabilities -

had been fully discussed by the burghers in a manner which

would hardly tend to incresse his prestige as landdrost,
aleo , .
He had/during his eervice on the Comnission of 1789. shown

himeelf in favour of the pacific policy which the Council

advocated as being the best means of settling border troubles

and of which the blrghers so etrongly disapnroved. TFrom sons

of the charges made by Voeke one can gather that as Secretary_
Maynier had adopted a more humane and lenient attitude
towarde toe Hottentote {(who were often ilthreated Ly the'
farmers) than the burghers liked. The hostility of certain
of the burghers had been openly shown to him at his very

first meeting. Adriaan vaanaarsveld, wno was the firsi

_to leave the meeting, had a great deal of influence over the

burghers., He was the;man'of action %hey admired - alwayé
reﬁdy to take the field againsﬁvthé troublesome natives.
He had originally lived in the Sneeuberg area but had
sUbsequently mpved té»Bruintjeghoogiii;”;a7 |
Through a eucceseful camp%ign in 1771 he had made his name
feared among the Bushmen, In 1780 the Council of Poliey,

at the requsst of the district courtes, had apvointed him

field Commandant of the eastern frontier and had given him

1., Theal 1, p.173.
2. - 1bid, p. 162,
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military aubbority over i}] the border farms.l. Through
hin the firet Kaffir Var 3g:ugfou¢ht to a sat1QLactory
conclugion in 1781 by all the intruders being driven
across the Fish River.  During this campaign he had
caused a volley to be fired into a party of Xosag who were
chambling for bits of tobacco he had thrown them; the
recollection of this incident caused hig -name for long
afterwards to be fearsd by the natives. " Van Jaarsveld
was a vbrong character, used to acting independently, and

a represeatative of the Government who would attempt to

carry out hig inestructions to prevent any rash action of the

‘burghers againet the natives, would not find Van Jaareveld

readily knuckling under:his authority.

Beeidea this, the district was at this time in the
thross of & long and severs droughﬁ " which prévented the
farmers from cultivating the soil, and made it difficult
for them to flnd pasturnge for their cattle. The Kaffirs
suf fered from the same difficulty, and consequently both
parties 1gnored the boundary, eacn hoping to find better

grazing on the other eides, - 7

It was found later that no fewer than twenty—elcnt
uurooean families had moved into Kaf flrland
The Kaffirs on the other hand;_overran cniefly the

district of the Zuurveld, which lay nearest to the Fish

, River and which had'been one of the most fertile and mpstf

6.
denssly oooulated divieions of Graaff-Reinet.

o

A nunoser

of naffirs uad even settled tnere perwanently and by tneir

Resolutions 8.106 p. 184.
Barrow ‘1. p.l66

1. Theal 1. p.1l72.
2. ibid. ) 174
3, ibid. p.257
4, ibid 257.
5

6
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depredationg had almost entirely ruined the farmers whg

etill attempted to remain in possesesion of their farme .

The district wae thue in a strickea condition. lio

-

L\

money wae coming in, and the treasury was empty.

Even the importunities of 3wellendam for arrears owing to

it by uraaff-Reinet over seven years could not ve metb. .
liaynier, knowing the policy of the Council (to

preserve peace by pacific measures) instructed the Veld-

-wagneesters du Pleeeis and Triegard to prevent the farmers

in the Zuurveld from taking any action against the natives
gattled on the colonial side of the boundary. ile coneidersd
that, swrounded by an almost invisible enemy, the Bughmen,

1t would be better to tolerate some inconvenience ;rom the
- “

Kaffire than to turnfthem into a formidable sneuy. ‘
The burghers; however, were not satisfied with
these measures, and a bﬁrgher, Barend Lindeqﬁa, took the
law into his own hands, raised a comvando, obtained
asslstance from Ndlambe, who eince the death of his fatner

Rarave

, had been ruling ae regent for hie little nephew
5

- Gaika , and on the dth. of May surrouwnded a kraal and -

took 800 head of cattle from it by way of reprisal. Vhen
Maynier heard of this action he expressed regret that
hostilities had not heen averted and sent certain field-
sorgeants to assist du Pleseis on the frontier, but with
the strictest instructions not to attack and only in the

utmost emergency to. meet violence with violence and to

advise the rest of the inhabitante not to commence hostilitiss

6.

-

. Barrow 11. . 374, Hiﬁs of B of L & H, 54,

1

Z. ine of B of L & 1 62,

3. ibid ‘ 64,

4. ibid 04, :

D. Valker, Hist,of S5,4.p.122 (The Xosas who had crossed the Kei

before harabe claimed they owed no

allegiance to Ndlambe or Gaikay:
but only b Golkla, the paramount chief)

o ins of B of L&k 64,Resolutions 106, p.184,
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Although to the burghers the continued depredations of the
natives must have been most provoking yet Maynier considered
it adviezble at all coste to prevent a ssrious conflict
between the Kuropeans and {he ndtlves, for he had no °Oldler°
at hie command with whom to repel an organized attack oy tie
Kaffire, nor could ne'dcpend on ascigtance from Cape Town.
He could indeed call out the bufghars'on commando, but they
were widely scattered, their interest was divided between
their homes and the field and they were not, always'amenable
to discipline. Thus, with no adequate forces at his comma nd,
it was advisable to defer hostilities as long as possible,

liaynier later submitted the opinion that conciliatory measures

were "in mosl instances preferable to the attempt to use force,

and in some the anly means to preserve the Colomy from ruin
at that period." Yot in spite of iaynier's instructions
'hostilities had broken out. It was possible for a burgher

tu take the law into his own hands as baxend Lindeque had done,

for although instructions were issued with monotonoue reg ularlty,

Maynier had no police fofce to aseist him and to enewrs that
his ordere were obeyed. The wmoet he could do was to'report
a refractory ourgher to the Council, which would after much h
delay, sunson him to Cape Town,; tne burgher Would~probably
not obey the sunmone, snd after various other vain attempts
on ths part of the Council to secure his person the matter
would probably be dropped. | |

liaynier realized now impoftaht it was nevertheless that

somothing ehould be done about the encroachment of the Aa;flrs

- and €0 proposed to the board that a comunission should be

appointed to proceed to the scene of the disturbances, since

it was highly necescary that an amicable arrangement should

1. Ho. 50 of-1835, p. 28,

W'M
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be made with the Kaffirse ,
Consequently a comnission was aprnointed consisting of the

landdroet, the Secretary, sand the Heemraden Naude snd

14, van der Berg. It was arranged that they should leave

on the 18th. of June, and they were to take with them
knicknacke which were to be procured fromlcapQ‘Town ag
speedily as possible.

The money needed to mset the expenses‘of the
Commission was to be advanced by the landdrost who would
be repaid when the financee of the district permitted it.
Vhat a position for a landdrost tb_bé in 1 He had no

adequate forcee at his cownand with which to initiate

forceful measures and no funde at his disposal with which -

1o sponsor peaceful measures. Yet the Council expected:

him to maintain his authority and carry out his instructions.
On the 1lst, of July, the Commission interviewed tins

Chief Ndlamve, and made him agree to maintain peace "permanently”

and to remain on the other side of the Fish River. The

Commiseionere heard dismal tales of farmers having been robbed

of their cattle, various burghere having been murdered and -

twenty [ive [arme having been burnt down by other chiefs

-who were still hostile. The Commiseionere therefore gent a

truety Hottentot, Hasebek, to offer the other chiefs peace,

and to request them to retire beyond the Fish River and to

-restore the cattle they had stélen. They accapted the

neace, agread to cross the Fish River, but refused to
restore the cattle. The Commiesioners then returned .to

Urasff-Reinst.

1. uine of B of L & H., 64,
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lio sooner had they arrived back than news reached them
that large nuabers of Xosas had re-crossed the Fiéh River
and depredatione had again commenced. On the 30th. of July,
a son of a farmer Theunis Bothé, and a Hottentot were murdered.
Vaynier realized that his attempt at negotiations had
failed, | )
As a last resort he was prepared to act on the offensive and.
e0 & commando of 117 men (80 Europeens and 37 Hottentots)

: : 4’ ’ . . .
waga collected. They met the enemy ia the deptns of the

forests of the Great Fieh River, whera they killed about

40 Kaftirs and recaptured about 2000 head of cattle. Thess
had however, tc be abandoned, as the Kaffirs, who\possesséd
16 guns, had so occupied the forde that it wag not considered
advisable on account of the smallness of the comnando to
attempt to drive thew back across the river. |
The landdrost doubted the advisability of continuing
the.campaign'and the officers and othar members of the commando
aldo gave it as their opinion that the horses wers too weak
ae a result of the prolonged drought to hold oub any longer, and
that the commando was really too small to éct with any hope
of success, P '
The Landdrost therelore considersd it advieable to retire and
and attempt to0 raise a stronger foreé wita which ﬁhey~Would—be
able to compel the Xaftire to withdraw/! '  -
Maynier managed to treat with ldlambve, who promised to
suspend hostilities and to regard as his enemiesg the other

chiefe who etill remained hostile to the burgheres. lkaynier

5

promised Ndlambe that he would not allow the burgheres to cros

- . 0 1 1;‘"1‘ '
L&H, 65 U
J. Sluysken 1. p.89.

1, Min. of B of
2., B en P van A,
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officere were willing to take command, and it was finally
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"the Mish River if he and his followers would also obssrve

+the boundary. Yet how vain were such promisee ! Without
a police force or any effsctive means of controlling the |
turulent bUrghers'who loathed rastriction of any sort, it
¢ practically LmDoQRlble 1o preveat them from golng 1uto - .
Katfirland or from doing anyth1ﬂ6 elee they pleased.
| Nor did Maynier enjoy the whole-hearted co-operation
and eupport of the burghers'in meeting the critical sitvation,

He kad called a meeting of the militia officers to consider

‘mattere, and only Lieubenent N, Smit had twned up. Then he

had called a combined meeting of the heemraden and militia
officers for the lZth, of August and no officer had heen i,
pregent, Only on the 19th. of August wae he able to hold a. . éf
conbined meeting, Captain A, ven Jasrsveld and A.P. burgerq

were present, and apologised for their conduct at thevmeeting

of the 6th May and etated that they were now ready to

subordinate themselves to the landdrost. They had probably .
been won over by the fact that Wayuniser had shown himself .i':ﬁ,
willihg to take‘the field, when other measures had failed | ,';
and must have realized that he wae doing hie best, considering ?
A

the inadequate resowrces &t his dispoeal, to meet the situation.’ F

They ssid they had not come to the meeting called for the = ¢
é. ) . ‘f;l
thh. ae they had not received the notice in time. . -

_ k
It was reeclved that = larber comxrando should te ralwed 3
‘ !
|

to continue the campaign againet the Kaflires., None of the

resolved that the landdrost should do so, assisted hy the
| | o 3. |
neemraden S, Naude and H. Meintjes van der Berg.

2,

5
B iae S T S

1. b en P van &.J. Sluysken l p.p. QU—vh. iing of L & H, 65b.
1 |

’
2. liins of B o & b, o7, : ’
. 1bid. - 67. B en P van A, J, Sluysken 1, n.90.
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In the meahtime the Govefnment had eent in$trucﬁions
Lo A;A. Faure, the landdrost of Swellendam, to call'out-
a strong comnando and proucesd to the scene of the troublsa,
.80 as to asciet the uuxéners of Graaff-Reinet. He was
instructed to force to AO“&S to cross the Fish River ahd
to restore the cattle they had captured from the burgheré
or to exact compehsation from them. Mo further-punishmenil:

was to be inflicted and peace was to be made. The

‘military ensign, Hans Abus was to accompany Faure to the
frontier to aid the landdrosts with his advies . Fawre
e consequently left Swellendam on @hé'eth. of September ﬁn~
command of a considerable force and accompanied by the
Heemraden Muller and Barkhuysen and Hans Abusﬁ;
&MNM b One migat have expected that some arrangemenf would
c W%@;‘ Jhave been made for the two commandos to act togeﬁher, but
tgi;f - in vhe meantime the Graaff-Reinet comnando uader:laynier

had alrsady taken the field and in tive ehcbunﬁers with .
the natives (in which ceveral shote were fired by the enemy)
_about 8000 head of cattle and 120 Kaffir women and children
were takeén prisoners, ) | |
Maynier had recelveq ordere from the Government ,tc
“prevent as much as poseible the eheadlnv of blood, he wase
instructéd-therefore to encourage the taking of prisconers

S;Y_yﬁwmﬂ_ vho' were either to be distributed among the farmere as

.- -

e their servants or to be sent to the clave lodge in Oape.
~ Town. The Govarnment promised a premium of 10 Rde. on
' 5. , _ o
evéry prisoner taken. Maynier coneidered, however,
1. Resolutions C 103. p.228.
2. ibid,. ¢ 104, p,707,
5, 1ibid, C 104, p.711,
4. Ho. 50 of 1835, p. 28.
5. Resolutione. Cl04. p.712.
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that it would be wiser to give the Kaffire no cause for .

wreaking their vengeance on the European women, and &0

after reprimanding them for their misdemeanowrs he at

various times released the prisoners. ‘
iaynier pureved the Kaffirs as far ae the Buffalo

River (about four daye journey beyond the Fieh River,) and

then received word from the landdrost Faure that he had.

arrived at the farm of Lwuces Meyer, about three hours journey

from the'Fish,River:////;ey

Kaynier therefore decided to return to the Colony.‘ In any
case it was futile_going furthér, a.¢ the horses were by this
time in a bad condition, OUn hie way back, laynier visited.>
the Chief Ndlambe who promised that he would return the catile
his péople had ¢tolen from the Euwropeans, bul he stated that
it would teke some time to gather them as his peoplé were
widely dispersed. It wag not leng, howavér, vefore 4uu'héad
of catule wers returned.é‘ ,

lieanvhile the Kaffirs, taking advantage of laynier's
withdrawal to weel Faure, had.recr09éed the Tish River. The

combined forcew of Muyniey snd Faure then prepared to tuke

T A

the {ield. Soime of the burghers, however, led by Coenrazad Buys,

a renegnde colenisl who lived with the nativee for long periods
at a time, refused to place themeelves under liaynier's command,
but wished to be under the command of Lawrens de Jager of

Swellendam. Maynier later attributed this to the fact that

¥

e ; . . : o
they knew that while they were under hie cowrsnd they would mot '

ve able to carry out their usual hoetlle practices agapinst f

i
1
.

the Xaffire , He réfused to yield to them and ineisted on !

taking the command. In four suveequent encounters with the

2

1. Resclutione. C 104. 0.714.
£,  ibid. C 104, p.714,
3. ibid. C 106. p.199.
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natives 2000 nead of cattle belonging to the Luropsans

were retaken and oU women and children were luken as

prisoners, Mayniar released the prisoners snd vromiscd

them vhat if they could persuade their chiefe to come to
i L.

terme they would be richly rewsrded.

)] £

. The burghers were very dissatiefied at the 3,4'1ng
free of the prisoners, especially sines it prevented tnem
from claiming the rewsrd promised by the Govermment for
each priscper, Landdrost Faure regietered a formal vrotest

againet it but haynier subsequently reported his action

and the reasons for it, to the Govermment and it met with

. LTk,
their fqllest approval

Six daye later many of fne freed yriconsre retwned

with messagoe from the Chiefs thanking the Luroneenﬂ for the

presente they had sent them and for their huwans trex tmenu

of the prisoners, They said that they were willing to make

peace and arranged to meet the landdrosts al a certain spot.
Thers Faure and layniex woh.the confidence of the Chiefs
who promised to attempt to recall the people sent cub to
plunder, and one, Tuli, returned with them to the camp wiers

he stayed for three daya The landdroste euvesquently also

vigited the kraalse of Kohatié and Nogoa but {rom none of

.

thie chiefs could they obtlsin & promise to reéstore the

stolen cattle which the Kaffirs'said had either died or had
been slaughtered and eaten, but they all agreed to give

| | o 2.
up Hottentots who had dererted them with firerarme,

The landdroste crdered four or five Tamilies +o

J

live together until all danger had disapmsared, snd warued

. Resc icng C 104. p.7le.

1
2. No. ou of 1835, .28,
5

. Pesolutions ClU4, p.718.
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thewm that if this were not cbeyed, their 1013 u]acsq would

be taken from them snd granted to others.-

Both landdroste considered that

Fal

ifficulties on

o

the frontier had been aggravated oy the fact that Yoeke
HOFTENTIT :
,

had given a certain chief quucr, a aan, which had caused |

—

4

Lroubie awong thne kalfire and wsctiled uhvu espociall y X

)-

. i s
the groud poseeeccr of the gun had shot a brother»of h lamg%é.
In view of the disturbances in the Bastern districte,

the Council coneidered that it wae time it reminded the

burghers once mwore of ite previoug injunctiocre., Accordingly

by a resolution and placaat of the 25rd. of Cetober 1793,

the Council renewed the general placa 2t of 17335, and all

tne placaate dating ae far back as 1677, forbidding any
oarter‘W1Lu the ndtlve trives on pain of confiscation of
p;ooerty and corporal punishment. The Council>alsd,ordered:;
that no person was to &0 beyond ths Tarks or the Baviaen'e
River; that no arms or ammunition were to be bartered thh

or =old to uhe natives; that the Hottentots wers not to be

r¢ll treated of separated {from their wivee .and children and

tnat natives found with arme were to be actalned ae vagabonds
and delivered up to the fiscal or lanaarosud: It was:the
duby of waynier ae the representative of the Government to
gsee that theee instructione were carried out, yet the -
Council was content to leave him Without‘any means of
executing hig autlorlty, snd rather than enforce its’

regulations, was qulte prepared to issue the same instructions

year after year.

1 Resqlgtions Cl04, LME
2. 1bid ClU4. p .73,
3. No. 50 of 1835, D.NZ
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lisynier was akked by the Goverrment Lo report on the.
cause of the dietur%ances. He presented his report on the
let. of liarch 1794 - | |
He had heard that a complaint had been made by'some of the
burghers that they nad been insufficiently compensated withr

by

recantured cattle after the war, Vhen Laynlur 114 asked
tuewm to state the number of catbtle they had lost, the tolal

amounted to 65,327, o

yYet in the “opgaaf"lﬁhich had been compiled ehortly befgre;thé
// war, the cattle belonging tb these individuale totalled
6004, It was wellknown that for puposes of the "opgaaf®
the farmers frequently underestimated the number of cattle
they possessed, yet that does nov account entirely for the
larbe dlscrepancy.wyf/;> |
Only about 10,000 cattle had been captured or rescoversd in the
war, The farmers'complained that cattle had been given to
the Hottentots and that that was ﬁhy ﬁhey~had had to go ehort.
laynier pbinted out, however, that the Hottentols had fought
‘most willingly and in the moet dangerous places, and deserved

‘_£ha one or two cattle he had given them, Beeides a reward.

would keep them them faithful and nrevent +nem fror deserting le

the epeny,  In any case the burghers had cchsiderably over-
ostimated the numbers stolen, and had been compensated
in proportion to the number captured.

Maynier considered that the chief cause, of the war

\
wag the fact that the Burooceans continued to have intercourse

with the natives, and in spite of orders against it, even

1, Resolutions Cl06. p,182fT,

bow
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made servante of *them, and frequently ill-treated them,

de quoted the ill-treatment a certain gervant had euffered
at the hands of hie wastar, one l?mdcarik;'Jgrdaa,n, who ha.d
broken off'his tostin with a bullet would. =»

Proceedings would have been instituted against qudaaﬁ-héd'

he not been killed in the disturbances. =7

Maynier appended 2 list of the nawes of twenty eight persons

who (despite the express injunctions of the placaat of the

19th, of July 1786), had crossed the Fieh River and settled

in Kaffirland, among them an ex-heemrsad who had aseisted at

the publication of the placaat, and also some who had

expresaly been denied by Captain van Baslen permission .

to do so, ///;,;;7 .

These .settlers had dealings with the natives 2ad provoked
trouble. Barter for cattle continued, for Kaffir.cattlg'
vinich ie easily distinguished I{row other cattle,'was
frequently noticed among the farmers! herds,

| Aiong the mose immediate causes Maynier placed the

Commando raised by Barend Lindeque in May 1793, on his own

~guthority, and without reference-to the landdroet, who,

when informed of this by du Plessie¢, had in vain tried -to

prevent hostilities. He also considsred that the outrageous
conduct of Coenresad Buys was another cause of the trouble.

s

He would frequently cross into Kaffirland pretending to huat

elephante and would take the cattle of the Xaftfire by forcs,

illtreating them if they tried to prevent him from doing

- g0, Two other Europeans, Coenrazad Bezuidenncut and

Lo

Christoffel Botha had also been instrumental in provoking
trouble, and Maynier reported that the Kaffirs had been

heard to state that if these three men were expelled from

Y T eSS N SR NEENEN IR e B R
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the Zaebern disﬁricbs, there would be peace

| The Governuent had asked Vaynier to sugzsst by whad
means ne considered peace could be waintained. |
He suggested three measures. =
(1) By reiterating the placaats against the varter Qf oattlé

(2) By forbidding anyone to crose the ¥ish River on any

oralext whateosver, 7

Bven permite for elephant huntiayg should be issued only at
the discreﬁion Qf th@ landdrost, ///%7

(3) By making the ¥affire sleg observe the bounaury, and

allowing only meseengere to cross. These should be made to

]

wealr a copner plate as a disbingulehing werk. He considered -

1

that by msans of trinkelbs and presents, the good faith of the

‘natives could be retained., He stated further, {that at a

comvined meeting on Yhe drd. of Fevruary arrangﬁméntg nad
been made for lssuing notices that families were o group
themeelves together for protection,

lisynier reported the insubordination of the burghers
wiho would not put themeselves under hie authority on the

occaelon wnen hie and Fawre's commandos joined forces, and

“asked the Government to supnort him against such dl”) sdience.

‘He stressed the fect that it was most important for the

wellare of the whole colony that order should be maintained
in‘the Sastera disiricts, '///;%;7 |

He also reported certala burghers who had refused to take The
oath oi Tidelity to the[dovernment.i.

At a result of thie report the Council ordered maynier .

1. Resolutious 106, P.Zdl;
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to forbid »ll coumsndos wnlese necessary for deleuce,
even then they were to be called oubt only with the

landdroet's permiseion, They reiterated their usual

dnetructions that no ons was to crose the Fien Hiver, that

there wae to be no barter, and that the haffire were o

ve persuaded to observe the boundary by amicable means.

b

An exhortation wase dallvered to the refractory burghers, and

they were warned that if there were Iurther offcncee'they

would be tried by the Court of Justice , The landdrost

of Swellendam was instructed to institute proceedings agalist
Wie

Lindeque who had moved to that dietrict. Buys was

4

swinoned to Cepe Town to answer the churgés egainet him, and
proceedimge were to be instituled against those who had
failed to take the oath. |

During theee years the Bushmen did not cause any

serious trouble in Graaff-Reinet, although commwandoe were

etill occasionally called out against them, ' Vhen Maynier

arrived at Graaff-Keinet ae landdrost, he found bnat.regularly

svery year large commandoe of 20U - &0V armed obwghers were

sent out againet the Bushmen, and he learnt, by report, that

gensrally many hundreds of Bushmen were xillsd by them,

Those killed consisted mostly of women and children, as the

pen usually managed to save themselves. He heard of atrocities

committed by the farmers, such as dashing oul the brains of

babes on the stones to save69hot. Maynier refused ﬁo allow

these Commandos to continue , although the Governmment did not

look on Commandos agalnet the Bushmen with disfavour.

lMaynier ordered instead thgt depredaticne by the Buschmen were

luing of B of L & H, 62,63 .
J;\O. 50 Of l(’: 5 razﬁt
of L'% 1, 68.

l, Resolutions Cl06, . p, 208,
2. ibid. Clu6, pzl0,

3, ibid. Cl06, p.2l6,
%. ibid. €106, .23l
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to be reported to the field~cdérnet, who, with the aseistance
of sowe men, was to follow the epoor, recover tha_cattle,

and punish the offenders. He hoped thus to aveid the
winecessary pwishment of women and children and persons

not concerned with the depredatiohs. The field-cornet,

dbd not, however,'always carry out thess inetructions in

“, satisfactory manner, and lavnier then decided to try to
astakblish peaceful relations with the Bushmen. The burghers

did not consider this poesible, and complained that liaynier

wa.e neglecting his duty of extirpating the Bushmen,

He found one farmer, however, Pieter Ernet Krieger, who

wae better inclined,.and he entrusted him with a miesion

to the Bushmen., He and his assistants were told to give

thém presente of sheéep and baads and to try éxtract s promise
from them that they would ceasé their depredations, They
captured a few (that being the only way they could o
communicate with them) , and after ascwing them of their
friendship and obtaining from them promises of good

behaviour, reléased.them. >

liaynier considered that it was due to this that after thié'

time the depredations of the Buelmen practically ceased, and
the depredations which still occurred he attributed to
otlier tribés.which Lad moved in,laﬁd were lgnorant of the
arrangements that had been made .  After liaynier had heen
expelled, nis instructioneg were no longer cbserved and

<.
consequently depredstions increased.

In token of their spnreciation of laynier's efforts
to settle the dieturbances of 1793, the Council decided MW

1. HNo, B0 of 1835. .28, | o
2,  1ibid, ; ine of B of L & H, Q6.
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- thelr grievaaces before a full combinsd meeting.

e
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by resoluticn of the 3lst, of Iarch 1794, that he was to
be confirmed in the poeition of landdrost. Jacobus Vercueil

wae appointed provisionally ae Secretary in the place of

- Staniioffiue who had died. ‘ -

The Commiseioners-General evinced their highest
approbation of Maynier's conduct, “ but tne burghers of
Graaff- Relnet were not setisfied with the peacé which had
been madeu. maynler wae of course the res ponq1ole party,
and their dielike of the peacs was turned agalnst him,

They drew up & pebition againet him and sent a deputation
to Cape Town to give un accouat of the etate of affaire in -
Graaff-Heinet, but Comniesioner Sluysksn, who was then inv
iy

charge o fairs at the Capse, would not even investigate

the maOUer. o
Lffaire in Graaff-Reinet were, nowever, rabldlv worklng

w to a crlsls. —
Y . //‘7 .
On February the 4th, 1795, a number of dissatisfied burghers

gathered at 2 drift just outside the town,lgfter ascertaining

the opinion of the gathering:—van Jaareveld snd J.C, Triegard

apneared bpfore a board mesting and stated that tha burghers

refused to be pacified any longer and wisned to state

On February the &th. an extrsordinsry and combined
meeting wae held in the open before the drostdy on account
of the large numbers precent. Jarthinus Prinsloo, Jan Durand
and Pieter Joubert were the chief speakere for the people, and

they dewmanded tnat the landdrost should leave the disﬁrict.

Iy}
p. 281, 282,
'L ad, 8l

Tbeal 1.
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2. No. 50 of 1835. p.31,
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‘made it clear that there wae no nuqtlllty to the Company,"

- had reached such a2 pitech that the landdrost had been - o

forced to leave and that he had aprointsd a sepgcial

- 40 -

Durand also called for the ramoval from office of

the ilesmraden H.lisintjes van der Berg, S. Naude, and

-

the wmilitary officere C, boetzeé,-a. Stry&om aad C.
van Rensburg, wao were regarded as partisans of the
landdrost. Various members of the board made attemnts-
to appease the psople, but in vain, and liaynier was
obliged to leave for Cape Town,

A meeting of thé_burghers_was then oon#enéd in o
the name of"the voice of the people”, and it wae decided !

to agk the Govarnment to fill the vacant positions; which

2 _
but only to its cnoxce of offlcmalq . =
/ :

e

The burgners adopted the tricolour and called themselves

"Nationals"

]
Un the 6ti. of March, iir .-ulavqk 0 wrobe Lo the = !
, szt }
tdeemraden that he was g 1eved dlsunlon in the dlqtrlut . o

Commission coneisting of r, viof vodlieb de Vet (President {
of ths digh Couwrt of Juetice), Captain Van Hugel, an . o

Officer, and lir, A, Truter, Secretary of the nltp Cour

L
.

of Justice, to investigate the matter.
Un thne 30th, of April, lr. de Vet addresssd the
poople frow a tent wefore the drostdy. he repriwanded

the burghers for their turbulence, and stated that the =~ !

Cgood inteutions of the UOVPruueﬁu were codstantly being

frustrated by their lanSSSHBSS'aHd dissensioa. He held

over bheir heads the awful threst that the entire district

;4.LhmﬁmMGur

1. niinsg of B of L & H, 82,
2. uine of B of L & H, 83,
3, Thegal 1, v . . _ ,
en. 1795, »,71, line of B of L & H, &5,
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of affaire in their own hands.

retirad Heanraden was held, and"#ix representativee of the - o

'~ poople" came in and took thelr seate at a eeparate table.

RO
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would be abandoned by the Goverament, unless.matte:s improved.
Thereupon all professed their readinsss Lo resvect and - |

oonsy the Cbmmissionar. Nr. Lamosry Philip van der Poel,
oreviously a clerk in Cape Town, was thereupon installed | g
orovieionally ae landdrost, snd Mr, Hendrik Koselt as

Secratary., During the course of hie viedt Ur, de ‘et had
occassion to comment on the ruinous state of the public
buildings,}and asked who was to blame for tueir condition.

Some immediately said Maynier, out others (mors truthfully

no douol) ascribed their condition to the low shatle ofl%e | | V-Lf

finances which did not permit repsire being carried out.

The burghers wished the Commission to make a tour B
of the froatier so that they colld report to the Goverameant .

tne conditions there, bub they refused to do this, and so
on the ldth. of June an armed force compelled them lo leave

the district and once again the burghers had the managsment
3 .

~a

On the 6th. of July, s meeting of the Acting and

5.

The various officials were asked Whethér they Wou;d COHfin&I_
in office under a burgher administration. The provisionall
landdrost, van der Poel éXpressad_his willingﬁess to do so;
but asked for leave to proceed to Cape Town, ' |

He promised to return after he had obtained his dischargs
from the Service of the Company. He was thersupon apnoihted

landdrost and Mr. Jan Booysen was chosé& to act until his return.

. Mins of B of L & H, &5, : C g
. 1bid. 100, . -

ibid. &6. ’ ‘ o ' ' ’
. ibid. 9Q,
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- fidelity to ths citizens, from the landdrost and Secretary ,
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The Secretsry Roselt considered himeelf o und by his oath
of allegiance to the Company and therefore rafused to .
eerve, so the mesrenger Oertel was apnointed in his place, "
The rupresentstives required a written declaration gf

A~y

and 1t was resolved on the propoeal of van Jasreveld that

no one would begappointed to any public office except

by puolic vote.

As van der Poel did not return, on the 27th. of
August the heswradsn and repfesehtatives of the people
appointed the Captain of the militia,Carel David Gerotsz,

provisional landdrost, and Adriaan van Jaarsveld wae given

the highest military command. On the l4th, September
Gerotz was confirmed in the position of landdrost,
ljeanwhile some of the burghers of Swellendam, also

. .

inspired by revolutionary sentiments had forced the landdrost,

~ Secretary and sessenger to resigan and had apnointed

Hermanue Steyn landdrost, and had established a represeantative

body terwsd a National Aseémbly.

-

1., Ilins of B of L &« H, 95,
2. ibid, 92 .
a. ibid. - 96.
4, Theal 1. 0.285,
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CHAPTER 1V,

FURTHER__DLSTURBANCES ON EASTERN FRONTIRR.

“hile the fula of the Company was thue being ovarthrown
in the two Bastern distficts, its power was at the same time bem
threatened in the wesat,

In 1795 the French Revolutionary Arméee *hed invaded
Hollahd;and it had become the Betavian Republiof?ifhe
Stadholder had fled to England, In order to prevent the
Cape from fﬁlling into the hands of the French and also
to safeguard her eastern trade aﬁd ehipping, Great Britain
in 1795 sent a squadron under Elphinstone and Craig to
occupy the Cape.w;///4;>
Although the Uommanders bore lettersfrom the exiled
Stadtholder ordering Sluysken to admit the British
Garrison, he decided to reeist the British as he uas | |
ignorant of the real state of affairs in Holland, and aleo
because most of the burghers were pro-republican favouring
the Betavian Repdblié. In two monthe time he wae forced
to capitulate. On the-lﬁth.vof September 1795, the Articles
of Capitulation were signed and the Cape becams a
British dependency.

Swellendam and Graaff-Reinet were then etill in revolt.

‘Swellendam was easily.conciliated. From the burghers of

Graaff-Reinet General Craig received a letter written on
the 27th. of October atating their grievances and their
reaasone for revdlting. They complained that they were
oppreszed with taxes and yet for many years had borne the
#ole burden of defending the colony from the natives. The

principal productas were farmed out and thus kept at low

prices, trade with foreigners was prohibited and the

e m e e m e
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économic.troubles'waro aggravated by the iseus of
paper money, ‘;; |
They stated that Maynier had been diemigsed “becéuse‘

hs hés raduced the burghsara to novarty and through

his porveree direction the Colony’would have been lost
to the inlandish enemy had the burghers not prevented

it and driven the Kaffire back as they are still daily
doing.* The bgrghér militia officer; C. Costzee, and
the two Heemraden H. Meintjes van der Berg and S, Naude,
had also been dismissed on sccount of their“sacrificing ,
contrary to their oath and duty, the general welfare té
the vain friendehip of the landdroet by agreeing alwayav

>
with the same.

7
They had decided that representatives chosed by the vote

6f the people to maintain the rights and intereste of.
the burghere were always to take their placee in the
Assembly, They stated that they had apvointed provieionally
C.D. Gerotz ae Landdroet, J,V.'Oertél as Secretary and
Wiese ae Messenger and asked for the approvai of the |
General to these appointmenta, The General was alzo
agked soon to appoint a proper landdrost for the district.
To this General Craig replied on the 23rd, of

November, aesuring them of the interest and goodwill of
the Engliseh, He approved of the temporary appointment
of Gerotz, but he would econ be relieved by Mr. Bresler,

(a colonist who had been an afficer in de Lille's regimenﬁ)
who was now appointed landdrost. He warned them to
learn from the example of Europs where "avarice'and private

ambition working upon the enlightened minde of the people

1.‘Diet/.'s. in Int. of Co. 1795-1802, p.l. ff,
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under the apecious pretence of liberty had plungsd the
half Furope into an abyws of“Hngor and Misery which
ages will not recover it from,

Mr. Breeler arrived in Graaff-Reinet on February

the 9th. 1796, but he was no more successful than Maynier,

The burghere refused to acknowledge him,. to listen to him
or to take the oath of allegiance, and on the 25th. of March

he left Graaff-Reinet and arrived in Cape Tovn on the

19th, of April.
Whatever hope the malcontente may have had of support from

Holland wae cruehed when on August thel9th, ninasDutch men=

of~war were forced to surrender in Saldanha Bay. . On the

6th, of September Ma jor King left for the fzontier with
ordere to "imprees the people with terror.” On the

8th. however, a deputation from Graaff—Reinet arrived in
Cepe Town offering sugmission; conssquently the tfoops wers
Thie had been the result of a
meeting held on the 22nd gf Auguet, when it was decided

to submit to the English,

Boechberg and Bruint jes were not included in this petition,

immediately recalled. :
The farmers of the Zuurveld,

but they eﬁgnified their submiseion on the 12th of November,
At the mame time they acked for permiss%on to undertake
aggressive measures againet the Kaffirs , but Craig would
not grant this request, )

General Craig was relieved on May the 4th. l7gﬁi

by Lord Macartney. He ordered Breeler to recume his

.position at Graaff-Reinet and to report on the eituation,

Brealer was accompanied to the frontisr by Mr, John Barrow

. (private secretary to Macartnap) " Uncertain of their

Rec, C,C, 1. v.235,

Mine.of B of L & H. 110, 9. Vide supra p.s
Rec. C.C, 1. 1p.478.

1

2. ibid. p.368. Diste in Int.of Col. 1795-1802,
© P.P. 22,31,

obin o ha: - |

5. ibi‘d' 51459: 8. Rec. C.C. 1. p.502.
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recoption, the party wae strengthened by twelve %ragoone,

who were to remain at the drostdy as a garrison. A1l

‘was quiet however and Hr. Brésler assumed office without

any difficulty.

It became obvious that the British intended adopting the
vame pacific policy as pursued by the Uompany,Bresler was
instructed to induce the Kaffiré by friendly means to retire
and the burghere were warned a%ainet committing any acte of B
hostility againet the Kaffire., Later also, the ewployment
of "gentle methode wae advieed and the endeavour in“a
conciliatory manner to persuade theZKaffira to retreat into
their own country® was rescommended. In May 1798, a severe
reproof was adminieﬁered to the iahddroet and heemraden for
using force againet the Bushmen,

It weemed to the burghers as if the new Government were no

bétter than the old. Macartney was, however, a strict ruler,

and they did not dare to make their dissatisfaction audible Whlll

he wae at the head of affaire., In 1799, however, the stern
Macartney left, the garrison was much reduced, and: in order

to etrengthen the forces in India in view of Napoleon's

?:gany of the naval and military storees at
Cape Town were destroyed by fire. The burghere of Graaff-Reinet

Eastern ambitions

thought this a good opportunlty to raise the standard of revolt.
Mattere were brought to a head by the arrest of A.van Jaaraveld
for forging a receipt. Marthinue Prineloo of the Boechberg,
with about 40 other burghera rescued him as he wae being taken
to Cape Town and then blocaded the droatdy. Being amsured by
Coenraad Bu{e of the help of the Kaffire and hoping the rising
would become widespread, the rebels were encouraged to dictate |
terms to the Government, which included a pardon for van

Jaareveld and many privilegse for themeelves, Dundae,however
immediately eent General Vandeleur to Gradff-Reinet with a

1. Rec. C.C, 11. p.113. |
2.Lette. Deep, within Col, Mar. 1797.Jan 1798, », 115,

3, ibid. | Jan. 1796 - Jan.1799. p.25.

4{ ) 1bldo 'p. 86
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detachment of dragoons, while the Hottentot corps and
infantry followed by sea. On the arrival of the troops

in Graaff-Reinet about a hundred Hottentot servants deserted
their masters and joined the Hottentot corps. The rising
was easily suppressed, for the expected aid did not
materialize, Van Jaarsveld was arrested and a few days
later Prinsloo surrendered with over one hundred followers.
Twenty prisoners were despatched to the Cestle, including
van Jaarsveld and his son.l' _

While General Vandeleur was putting down the
ineurrection; Ndlambe, who two years previously had become a
prisoner of Gaika, managed to effect his escape and crossed
the Fish River accompanied by many followers, When General
Vandeleur had settled the insurgents he had to make his way
to Algoa Bay through the very country they had overrun and
reached his camp only with gerious loss. Then when le
attempted to disarm Ehe Hoftentot volgnteers who had joined

the Pandours, many of them taking elarm, joined the Kaffirs

|
who were only too willing to receive volunteers especially

as they had firearms . News reached the landdrost of murders

and thefts committed in various parts of the district.‘. :
Panic ensued and the farmers hurriedly abandoned their homes?.
The Xaffirs and Hottentots plundered and destroyed es far as

- the present district of Oudtshoora. By August the 3rd.,
there were only two families on the east side of the

Gamtoos River,

1. They were later sentenced to various terms of
imprisonment. van Jaarsveld died in capt1v1ty, the
rest were released in 1803

2. Corp. p.p. 87, 88, 90.

z. Dists. in Int, of Col. 1795—1802 P.297.

. 1Ibid. . 307.
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;jOn August the I0th. General Véndeleur's'camp'at Ferreira's
fa:m was attacked and sheep and calves were captured,
The enemy was pursued, however, many of them wére killed,
and nearly all the live-stock was recaptured}.
Meanwhile General Dundas, the acting Governor had
received reports of what was happéﬁing on the froatier,
He directed that tﬁe friendship of the Kaffirs should be
acquired and that they should be induced to return by the

2 .

- offer of presents, When these attempts at conciliation

bore no fruit, he despatched the light company of the
61st. Regiment and 50 dragoons, and on the next day (August

the 7th.) himself set off for the frontier.

8

\J

1. Cory.l. p.92. ,
2. ReC. co cc 111. p. 51. ’ : R
3. Rec. C.C. 11. p.483. Rec. C.C. 111. p.52.
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CHAPTER V.,

MAYNIER $£8SI8TS DUNDAS AND BECOQMES COMMISSIONER..

When Dundas reached Swellendam on August the
‘1I0th. he summoned Maynier, who Was'aﬁ his ferm, Burgher's

Post, near Wynberg, to come to Swellendam as speedily as

 possible and proceed with him to the frontier for the

1.
purpose of assisting in establishing Ppeace there.

Dundas knew Maynier had been landdrost of Graaff-Réinet and

that he was thus acquainted with the inhabitants and local
2.

" circumstances. It was also thought that Maynier had

considerable influence with the Hottentots and Kaffirs.

Maynier obeyed the summons immediately; he left the_Cape on
_ 3.
August the 1%th, and arrived at Swellendam on the 16th.’

When Maynier and Dundas arrived near the froantier -

they found that the Hottentote and Kaffirs had possessed
themselves of the countryside and that the farmers, panic-

stricken, were fleeing for their lives. As the humbers of

the Hottentots and the Kaffirs were considerable, General

Dundas decided that they could not be attacked with any

hopeéofvsuccess and -therefore decided to treat with them, T

Maynier showed considerable bravery in going
unarmed to the kraal of the Kaffirs and Hottentots between
the Bosjesman's and Zondags rivers where the whole con-

federacy had gathered. ‘Peace was arranged with them 6n

“the understanding that the governmegt would protect them

against ill treatment by the Boers. Yet the Kaffirs were .

allowed to remain in'possession of the Juurveld,

*

Judicial Papers 1802, No. 3.

Rec, C.C. 1V. p.290. !

Rec. C.C. 1V, p.p. 291, 292, '
Rec. CQCO lll. p.53; ecC, COCI IV. p. 2920

O i -

Dists. in Int 1995~1802. p.313. Judicial Papers 1802 No 3

Rec, C.C. IV. p.292. Juddcial Papers 1802, Nos. -3, 18,
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When Maynier and Dundas arrived back at Graaff-
Reinet, they found that the landdrost Bresler was accused
by the Burghers of having instigated the Kaffirs and
Hottento§ against the Europeans, and of having caused the |

murder of the families Scheepers and Strydom. The General

did not, however, attach much importance to these accusations,

"they being of that kind as had admost become’a'privilgge
at Graaff-feinet to vent against the landdrosts”. N

An attack by Gaika under the direction of Coenraad
Buys was threatening, and so Ma&nier accompanied by a

Mr.’ Somerville went to Gaika and persuaded him to obeerve

_ 2 .

peace. It afterwards transpired that on this occasion they
were nearly murdered by Gaika at the 1nstigation‘of-BuYB and
_ 3. . ‘ . .
others.

The Government was grateful to Maynier for his
services in settling affairs on the frontier, and in a lettér
of the 29th. of October 1799, Dundas informed the members
and President of the Court of Justice that he had appointed
Mr. Maynier to{fill the facahcy left by the reti?ement of |

Mr. H. T. de Wet, as " a reward for the very meritortous

‘public services of Mr. MaKnier“, who upom his return to the

Cape would take his seat. Dundas at the same time and
for the same reaSon, also appointed Maynier Book-and Pawn-
keeper to the Lombard Bank in the vacancy caused by the -

death of M¥r. Osterzee.

1. Rec. C.C. IV, p.293. '
2. Rec. C.C. IV. p.293. Judicial Papers 1802, Nos 3, 26

Letts. Desp. within Ool. July 1799 - Dec. 1800. p. 140,
5. do. P. 142.
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When it became necessary for Dundas to return to
- the Cape, hé decided that, as the disturbances had beén
gettled largely through Maynier's exertions, Mayniei should
remain in the district in order to carry out further
arrangements for the tranquillity of the district.l'
Consequently on the 25th. of December 1799, Maynier was
appointed "Resident Commissioner and Superinteﬁdent 6f
Public Affairs" within the districts of Swéllendam and
Graaff Reinet, "with power and authority to issue'such orders
and directions as may appear requisite for the good govern-'
ment of the said districts and for the proper administration
of Justice tﬁerein, and all persons Civil and Milifary--—--f.
are hereby required eeVerally and respectively to obey the

said Maynier, whose orders shall be of the same validity or
o c.

s
P——

RS,

force ae those issued by the Lieutenant-Governor himself®,

Maynier was at first loeth to assume office,

' but eventually thought it his duty not to refuse, .

especially as Dundas insisted that it would be for anly a

few months. ) His appointment as Commissioner was sub—-
sequently confirmed by Sir George Younggthe GovernoTH )

Dundas wrote to tell him of thié, and added,
"You have therefore only to pursue our objects and carry
into effect the wise and salutory regulations rglative to
the Caffres, Bottentots and other inhabitante",”

What were these regulations which Maynier was
_igstructed to .carry out? It has already been seen that.

the Policy of the Government was to win the friendship of
' - the -

1. Rec. C.C.IV., p.293; Judicial Pepers 1802, Nos. 3, 3C.

2. Rec. 0.C.111, p.p. 3 and k. : :

E. Rec, C.C.1IV. p.293; dJudicial Papers 1802, Nos. 3, 32.
. Rec. C.C.111. p.p. 8, 9.

5. IDrLrmT.ie No. BO of 1835, p.3l.




the Kaffire and only as a last resort tO»ﬁse force againat
them., Maynier was told to endeavour to convince the
Hottentote and Kaffire of the amicable intentions of the
British Governmsnt, Ae it wae balievéd that the origin
of moet of the trouble with the Hottentots lay in their ill-

/treatment by the boere, lMaynisr wae inetructed to keep at

| the Drostdy a register of all the Hottentots, men women

H

|

and children, employed by the farmers. The namee of the
parties, age, conditione and terme of service were to be
entered therein, and Mayhier wae inetructed not to suffer
with impunity any of the usual acte of violence of.the

farmers towarde the Hottentote., As many a« pbasible'of the

.runawéy Hottentote were to be persuaded to return to service

under the protection of the register, Certain Hottentot
Captaine for whom it was not safe to return to the farmers,
wers to have unoccupied lande aaéigned to them, and were
at the outeet to be supplied with such articles as they
needed, =0 that they could provide for themsélves in the
future. |

| The Kaffire on this eide of the Foeh River were

to be allowed to remain at their Kraals.on the banke of the

v/ Sundaye and Boejesmans Rivers, provided they did not moeet

the boere dwelling in their neiphbourhood. The nine or teén
disaffected boer familiee etill reeiding with Gaika were to
be induced to returh to the quony by the grant of a free
pardon, butlon condition that they renewed the oath of
allegiance. |
Maynier wae inetructed to make a 1ist of all the
people who had suffered in the depredatione and it wae hoped
that some method would be devieed of affording them relief,

1. Rec. C.C, 111, p.p. 53, 54,
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About 9,000 Rixdollars, collected as a fine from those
concerned in the rescue of ven Jaarsveld, was éppeopriatedvf'
as a fand to enable Maynier to grant pecuniary compenéation
to those most afflicted. Dundas considered it essential’
that peace with the natives should be maintaihéd, and con-
sidered "their friendship to be above all.things at present
the true interest of the British Government", He was wise
enough to realise that, considering the turbulent conditions
in the district, it was essential for the magistrate to have

some sort of force with which to maintain his authority, and

vtherefore he established a military station at Fort Fréderick

in Algoa Bay Wwith a garrison of 300 men under the command of

“a Field-Officer whose orders were to assist Maynier-andAto

1.

co-operate with him, . But Fort Frederick was about 190 miles

or nine days march from the Drostdy at Graaff-Reinét, and
therefore the;force stationed there could not 5e of any
assistance to the landdrost in the case of an emergénéy.
The districts were‘really'toq large and the popﬁlationq tbo
scattered for effective government., In Graaff-Reinet thefe
was the added difficulty of a long ungflirded frontier-line
which had to be coﬂfrolled. Had it been poseible at this

stage; to carry out the suggesfiod made by Sir George Yong; -

i :
the Governor, that the districts should be subdivided, more
' 2

magistracies created and ciicuit courts established, . the
difficulties of the landdrost would have beénvconsiderably
lessened. |

In January 1800, Dundas returned tO'Cape Town.
Maynier had now to endeavour to carry out his instructions,
He found himself in a situation besget by many difficulties.

He was conscious of the persohal hostility of a large section
-of—

Tt ————— At

PR, 3

1. Rec. C.C. 111. p.p. 55, 56; Judicial Papers 1802, Nos.™s,

. g and 36.
2. eC. Go C'o 111. po 90. <
3. Rec. C.C. IV. p. 29k,
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- with the warmest approval of the government,

- 5; -

of the burgher population whose‘views on the native

guestion were not at all coincident with the policy it was

‘his duty to carry out. The‘arrangements made with the

Kaffirs could not be considered a perganent peace as the two
sectioné under Gaika and Ndlamb& remained hostile to each
other and there was every possibility of further disturbances.
Besides this Maynier had before him the difficuit task of
attempting to appease and conciliate the alarmed Hottentots
andlpersuade them to re-enter the service of the Boers. | _

To add to the troubles of the districg moﬁards the elose of
1799 huge swarms oi locusts made their appearance and ate off

every green thing.

The only consolatlon that Maynier had was the

- assurance of Dundas ‘that he would not have to remain in thlB.

2.

ldifflcult position for more than two or three months.

He at once set about persuading the Hottentots

to re—-enter the service of the boers and was successful to a

large extent. The contracts for service were carefully
entered‘in a register as instructed,‘and Maynier had the
satisfaction of-knowing-that his work in this direction met
Unfertﬁnatelyzjust at this time Maynier's health
began to trouble him, "and in a,letter to Dundas on the |
26th. of March 1800, he reported the continuance of his
ilness. His Woxk at Graaff-Reinet had mainly been fo con-
ciliate all parties and with the idea ofAfurthering_this

ebject he suggested the liberation of the Graaff-Reinet

-prisoners in the Castle ( Wwho had been taken in the van

Jaarsveld affair)/ on condition that the good behaviour of
| . .
= their - -

L. Theal 11. p. 76,
2. Rec., C.C. IV. p. 294,
E. Rec, C.C. IV. p. 294,
. No. 50 of 1835, p. 32, 27. 2. 1800.

5. Judicial Papers 1802, Nos. 3 , 3k,
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their friends at. Graaff-Reinet was guaranteed. He stated
that the fund put at his disposal for relieving the distress
had been put to good use, and the people were gratefui.l'
The Europeans who continued to live among thev}
Kaffirs ceused a great deal of_thuble, as they were
frequently found to‘be the originators of rumours of pro-
jected attacks by the kaffirs and other falsities which -

2.
only served to alarm and unsettle the burghers. Maynier

'had hoped that this difficulty would soon be gsolved, for

he had been approached by Kruger, (one of the meh who had
degerted to Gaika) who had told him that they a}l wished to
leave Gaika, but that he would not let them go, and that
Buys also wag no logger friendly with Gaika and also wanted
to leave. Maynier told him very sevefely that they had
brought these difficulties on themselves, but eventually
consented to give him some buttons and corals With Which he
hoped to satisfy Baika and obtain from him permission to.

leave. . The matter, however, went no further.

Owing to the ill state of Maynier'e'health,

 8ir George Yonge, appointed MNr, Somefville to p:oceedtto_

Gragff-Reinet to act as Assietant Commi gsioner. Maynier.

received at this time further assurances from the Govern—

"ment that his work continued to meet W1th thelr hlghest

5.

approval, |
. Soon after the arrival of Somerville, BuYs'and‘
his associetes in Kaffirland began again to prove

troublesome. A conspiracy was framed with Gaika to atfach

i

l. Rec. C.C. 111. p.p. 108&-II0.
2. Rec. C.C. IV, ©p. 295.
2. : RGC. C,' Co_ 111 p p. 111_1120
. Rec, C.C., 111. p. &9.
5. No. 5O, of 1835, P. 33., 2l-4-1800,




calm by his presence the fears of the inhabitants.
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the Drostdy and carfy the two Commissioners off td
Kaffirlaﬁd as prisoners. The expedition advanced as far as
the Baviaans Ri?er, but was there driven back by ﬁhe Chief
Oungwa, who said he did not want -the peace to be distgrbed.
Maynier sent a message to Gaika to complain of the action

of these subjects of his and wished to be assured of Gaika's
friendship, He received back ‘the alaming answer from Gaika
that he would not enter into_any agreement except .through
the mediation of Buys, and that the'only cbndition on Which .
he would agree to remain friendly was the immediate release
of the prisoners in the‘castle whom he considered his allies.
He crushed any hopes the Commissioners might have had of
buying his friendship bylﬁssuring them that he would accept

no presents., ‘It was obvious that this reply had been

dictated by Buys.

The Commissioners immediately collected forces in B
readiness for any hostile move on the part of the Kaffirs.
One of the fugitive rebels, Christoffel Botha, Was taken
prisoner and conveyed to Graaff-Reinet, He confessed that
the object of the expedition had been to drive the English _ 
oﬁt of the-country. No secret haed been madelof their plané

and in the event of success Buys was to have been made

~sovereign, Their intention had been to carry the two

Commissioners into Kaffirland and there treat then exactly
the same as the Engl1sh should treat the Boer prlsoners in
the Castle.l.
On this occasion>a1though.Maynier was 111, he caused

himsgelf to be placed in a waggon and Jjourneyed to Tarka to
' 2e

1. Rec. C.C. 111. p.p.212, 213

2. Rec. 0.C. iV. p. 296; Judicisal Papers 1802, Nos. s 19, 20.
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I In January 1801, Maynier obtained leave to go

to Cape Town, and hoped that he would theh obtain his

discharge frém his unpleasant position, but flattered by the
gsatisfaction with his work expressed by both dege and’Dundaé,
he consented to remain in office until such time as arrangements

could be made for someone to replace him. He consequently
v _ 1

v arrived a second time in Graaff- Reinet in the month of Mareh.

¢ ’ .

Mr, Somerville obtained leave of absence and left in April. |
OA May the 15th, the ﬁissionary,‘Dr. véﬁ der Kvvemp,

Who had been doing some work'among'Gaika's people, arrived in.

Graﬁff~ﬁeinet. He was received by Maynier with "uncommon

civilities", and found there two new colleagues, Messrs.

Vanderlingen and Read. They started work among the

Hottentots in the town, and Maynier gave them permission to

W/

use the church eveiy‘evening for instructing the Hottentots.

fhis displeased the church members very much.

AR

i
V

‘ Maynier was much impressed by the usefulness of the

'v(/‘:/l‘ ‘;\
e v/ Hottentots in the Commandos of the Boers against the natives,

- and by their faifhfulness in protecting the cattle ofvthe
farmers, especially in the Sneeuwberg area, from the‘attacké
of the Bushmen. He was of the opinion that. the peace of the‘
district could be effectually preéerved, and the more rémote'
farms protected from the attacksiaf vafabond Kaffirs and
Hottentots, by a band of about 400 trusty Hottentots piaced.

/ under his control. He considered'fhat such a forceAcould be
maintained at small cost to the Government, as in their spare

‘time the Hottentots could cultivate the soil and thus be

'_ largely self-supporting.

1. Rec, C.C. IV. p. 296,
2. ReC. CC c' IVQ po 2979' .
g. Dr. Vanderkemp, Martin; p. 9, I02.
. Ibid. , p. 9, 103, 10k,
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Although Maynier several times expressed his opinion on

this matter and the government lent an attenyytive ear,

nothing was done about it. It is impossible to estimate

what effect such a force would have had on the history of

\ the district, for it was later certainly found that the

- Hottentots could be a reinforcement to the colonyiagalns»

!
5
i

2.
the Kaffirs,

Towards the end of the month of May, a rumour
gsuddenly spread throughout the district that the Government
intended capturing the inhabitants, and impressing them‘ae
soldiers or sailors, that no-one would 56 exempt except the
old men, and that the landdrost,had‘been instructed to carry

out this plan on the occasion of the annual "opgaaf" on the
z L] .

o~

15th, of June., v

 Knowing the easy credulity éf the burghers,
Maynier tried to find the originator of this absurd rumour,
and at the same time used every means in his poﬁer'to
contradict it and expose its sbsurdity. |
to hear from the Field-Cornet, van Elerck, of the Melkrivier
district, and Gert Coetzee, Wwho arrived at Grgaff?ﬂeinet on
the 6th. of June, that all the inhabitants ofIBruintjies
Hoogte, and a number of those of the Vogel and Plat River
areas, had suddenly left their dwellings and had all -

*

assembled at Zwagershoek. Maynier immediately sent Jan

Jacobs to ascertain the reasons for their sudden flight,

snd on the 9th. Jacobs returned with the news that the

reason given by them wWas that they could no longer remain on

| their farms as they Were continually being hargassed by the

Kaffirs. A certain Hendrik de'Kock"had however, told

Jacobs privately, that the real ‘reason for their fllght Was
- the -

He was suprised

2 2 Sl 2 A

1. Rec. Cc.C. IV. pp. 62 306; Judicial Papers 1802, Nos. 3,
45, 48; No. 50 of 18}5, p.33. 6-7-1800.

2. Walker, Hist. of S.A, p.1Ul;

2, Rec. C.C. IV. D.P. 26, 59-60, 297.

k. do. p.p. 26, 297.

5. Rgc. CeC. IV, p.p. 26, 297.
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the above—mentionéd rumour. Maynier immediately published
a proclamation which wae circulated in all the distri¢ts_
and which proved so effective that the inhabitants of the

Rhenosterberg, Sneeuwberg, Camdébo, Sundays River, Vogel and

Melkrivers and the Swart Ruggens, réalizing their error,

came without fear to the ‘opgaaf" at the prescribed time and

10'

all renewed their oath of allegiance with perfect willingness.

On the 3rd. of July, two Hottentots from the

- neighbourhood of Tarka came to inform Maynier that a con-

giderable number of Boers had left Tarka to attack Graaff~
Reinet, and that this troop had already arrived at Spitzkop,f
gbout eight hours on horseback from Graaff'Reinet; Maynier

received the news calmly, and without interrupting the

"opgaaf” quietly awaited developments. "He realised, however,

that there was cause for real alarm when he found out that

~ the insurgents had invited the co-operation of the Sneeuwberg

c. '
farmers.

To avoid all panic Maynier called together all

the inhebitants and explained the situation to them. He

‘stated that he would ask for no assistance, but many

_volunteers immediately came forward.

The heemraden Smith and Liebénberg and the

deacon Marais, on their own responsibility, tried to dissuade A

the insurgents ffom causing trouble, They came back with the'

newg that the agressors could not be persuaded to disband, %

that they numbered at least four hundred, and that Buys with .

thousands of Kaffirs as well as Tjaart van der Wait with a

- great number of men from Swellendam, intended joining them,

Maynier endeavoured to preserve every appearance of calmness
at the receipt of this news. 4Van der Walt and éubsequently

tWo other leaders, Hendrik van Rensburg and Piet Erasmus,"
' —communicated -

1. ReC. C.O. Iv- p- 2@-3
2. Rec. C.C. IV. p. 28.
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communicated with Maynier and told him that the reasoh'forl
- the rising was the rumour of being pressed by the government
into the army and navy.l.

The next day about two hundred burghers.appeaied'on
the slopes around Graaff Rednet. Maynier prepared for
hostilities, but on receiving reassuring messages as to the
intentions of the Government, the insurgents withdrew, Their
suspicions not being altogether dispersed; however, they .

‘remained collected in ‘large numbers behind the Bamboesberg.e‘

On Manday the l3th,:they reappeared and made

various requests such as that certain Hottentots who had

. committed a murder and had fled to the Drostdy for protection

should be handed wver, aleo that the Hottentots should no
longer be allowed to use the church, Maynier promised to
bring the Hottentots to justice, but refused to hand them
over to their accusers. Vanderkemp agreed to hold his
I , 4 ' exrmission

services elsewhere . Other requests, such as, to go on
Commando against the Kaffirs and Hottentots, Maynier would
not grant. He said he had mever yet refused permiesionvnof

| ammunition for a Commando against wandering and thé&lving

_lHottentots and Kaffirs, but he would not allow wanton attacks -

, S.
}on Hottentot and Kaffir kraals.

Maynier deprecated the idea ofeany movement of
troops against the assembled insurgents as he considered it
would only alarm them unduly, whereas if left alone he'.
considered they would soon'ddeperee. "

Meanwhile several Hottentots, alarmed by the

dﬂsturbances and by the rumours that after the Droetdy had .
- been -

= i

e e w e e ] - e .
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Rec., C.C. IV. p.p. 27, 28.
Ibid. p.p. 53, 60, 8&0.
Ibid. p. 31.

Dr, Vanderkemp, Martln. D. 104
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. Rec. C.C. IV. p.p. 5k, 60.
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&

N
Iy

- —~iance to the British Government, gnd‘invited them to make him'

NFESIS

- 61 -

been subdued they would be amext attacked, deserted their
masters and fled to fhe Drostdy for protection which Méynier
felt it imprudent to refuse as they might then band'theméelves
together and commit the same depredations as in.l799.1‘ They
submitted themselves to his authorit& and he considered that
theéir behavioux’was without reproaoh..° |

This action of Maynieﬁs;'h6wever, further angered
the Boers, and although Maynier had warned van Rensburg that
if he and his men m#de another attack on the Drostdy they
would be fired on, on October the 23rd. they surrounded the

Drostdy, threagitening that if the Hottentots were not

delivered up they would destroy them there, Maynier immediatédy

gave his men the necessary orders to fire, van Rensburg and
his party retﬁrned the fire, and it lasted all day, until af
length the inéurgents retired to their camp, no-one'having: |
been hurt on either side, ) The district was therefore again
in such a state of disturbanée as only the appearance of -

troops from qut Frederick could settle.

- On November the 2f{th, a detachment of troops despat-

-ched from Cape Town under the command of Major Sherlock also

arrived at Graaff-Reinet, He found that the garrison had been

fouf days without bread, and blamed Maynier for this, and also

for the halfestarved condition of the Hottentots, but this

was hardly a just accusation as the town had been practically

'in a state of siege.

On November the 29th, Major Sherlock issued a

- proclamation offering the insurgents a free and full pardon

and protection on condition that they returned to their alleg-

—-acguainted-, -

~

. Rec, C.C, 1IV. p. 298.

. Ivid. P. 299.
Ivid. p. 299.
Ibid. p. 98&.

. Ivid. p. I00.
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acquainted with their grievances, for which he promised
fedress, | A copy of this was sent to the camp..'

Soon aftér it had been sent, Piet Erasmus and.
Jacobus A, Kruger approachedvthe Majof and stated‘that.they
wished to return to their allegiance, that they had no
complaint againsf thé.Goveinment,‘bﬁt many complaints agginst
Maynier, which they were préparéd to verify on oath, and
presented to the Major a list of their grievancés which they
had already'forwarded‘to the Government, but which they
feared had never reached its destination for they had
received no acknowledgement of its receipt. Having done
this the malcontents appeared td be satisfied and subséqﬁently
dispersed. ] o

The Government had indéed already feceived
pefitions of complaint against Maynier, Some burghers
accused him of being responsible for the murder of an old
farmer Naud é and his wife who hed been brutally murdered onf 
November the 6th, on their farm about twelve miles from
Graaff-Reinet. = The grounds for this accusation werevthat
footprints had led from the Drostdy to the scene.of'the
murder. They also considered that he was behind the various
cattle thefts which had taken place and blamed him fo: the -
desertion of their Hotténtot servanté who had gbne'to the
D:ostdy.vf |

A memorial frow the residents of the Camdebo had
also been received stating that they had-abéndoned their farms
owing to the natives, for they had become afraid even to go
out and water their crops, "and we leave it therefbre'to

His Excellency's wise judgment —=———~-—- whether the whole

colony will not be ruined through tﬁe abominable actions of
. - the -

Rec.C.C. IV. p.97.
Ibid. = - p.99.
Dists. in Int. of Col. 1795 - 1802, p.717.
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- gpread, and credence was given to them by the assembling of

i
{Hottentots, that the inhabitants were to be transported and
!

' displeasure of the Government, left Graaff-feinet with his
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the Commigéary Maynier which are contending with the
: 1.
fundamental laws of the Government',

A similar petitioh had also been received from the .

: 2.
inhabitants of the Sneeuwberg, Gouph and Nieuwveld.

The minister of GfaaffNReinet, the Reverendfvos, ékso;g
wrotevto the Government describing the desperate étate of |
the farmers. He stated that Graaff-Reinet had virtually become
a Hottentot kraal. Damage had been done by the Hottentots i
to the gardens and property of the inhabifants; yet no '
satisfaction could be obtained from the Commissary. (This was {
:at Vafiance with Mayniex's statement as to the good behaviour ‘
of the Hdttentots)?’ "Neither in the village nor ﬁithqut is

there anyone who spéaks well of Kanyier", Rumours had been

theiruwives given to the nativee; iMaynier was also blamed for

this. = Tne easy'credulity of these people is only equailed
by the quickness with which they laid every calamity or B
rumour at the door of Maynier, '

The Government ordered Maynier to come to Cape'

Town immediately, and he, still entirely unsuspicious of the

family on the 3rd, of December, and reached Cape Town thirty |

days later.
Meanwhile Bresler was to continue to act as | :
A 1anddrost,'obeying the commands of Major Sherlock who was given

chief military command and the position of Commissioner.

Dists. in Int. of Col. 1795-1802, p.p. 9, 725. : L
‘Letts. desp. within Col. Jan. 180I-iar. 1802.. p.3l5. B
Kee. C.C. 1¥, pp- 299, 307. s
Dists. in Int. of Col. 1795-1802, p. 725.

Rec., C.C. IV. p. 300.

Dists. in Int. of Col. 1795-1802, p. 726.

. Letts. Yesp. within Co. Jan. 1801-Mar. 1802, p. 348,
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Bresler was asked to submit in a report signed by
the landdrost and heemraden every "authenticated substantial
charge" against Maynier, also to oxder up to Cape Town any
essential personal evidences of facts relative tb'the late_v
administration., He was to consult with Major Sheflock as
to the persons and documents broper'to be sent up. The
receipt of various memorials was acknowledged, “teeming with ;
complaints against Mayniei, which shall be'investigated,

although some appéar to confute themselves and'to ve founded

1.
on the simple conjecture of a people incensed and irritated".

In a letter to the-Reverendeos, Dundas stated that‘v
he had the highest confidence in Maynier, if this had bveen
abtused Maynier would answer for the sonsequences. He stated
that however much the powers and authority of the Magistrate
might havé been improperly exerted, it must be admﬁtted that
the people had greatly contributed to their own calamities.
He deplored especially the hostility between the farmers and
the Hottentéts,--—"a peaceful and quiet people" who had
8o &long been‘%hamefullytand*Qruelly abused" that they had

taken advantage of the perturbed cstate of the district to

seek vengeance., Dundas requested the Reverend Vos to-"impresé
the minds of the Ckristian inhabitants of Graaff-Reinet with

. 2., : v
e due sense of their duty to God and man.'

Bresler was instructed to proceed to Cape Town

if posesible, to give evidence in the inveetigation of Maynier's

administration. _
On the 6th, January, 1802, the Court of Justice was
informed that as it was the Governor's intention to institute

an enquiry into the administration of Maynier, he would not be
- permitted -

1. Letts. Desp. within Col, Jan. 180l-Mar. 1€02, p.37%.
2. Ibld. p- 75- ’

. 3. . Ibid. * po 23.
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permitted to tzke his seat as a member until his name had
1. .
been entirely gleared,

Two heemraden, Liebenberg and Smit, were deputed

to gather convincing evidence against the conduct of Maynier :

2.

F’and completed their work on the 9th, of January.

(
On the 4th. of February 1802, Lt. Col. chkens,

A, Maxzwell and C, Matthiessen were 1nstructed to form them-

selves into a commission to‘investigate.the charges against

Maynier, and on the 5th. of February, R. Dozy (Seoretaryeto

the Commission) forwarded to_Maynier,'as instructed by the
Commésesion, a translated copy of the seven pointe of

accusation against him.

In the course of the investigations Dundas -

reiterated of what great assistance Maynier had been when hel

accompanied him to Graaff-Reinet in 1799, and how through

his exertions peace had been restored.

In April Maynier wrote to the Commission that as

-its work was nearly completed and he had not interfered w1th-‘

it at all, he had presumed to send to it a provisional -

justification of the cgarges preferred against him, which he

hoped would be enclosed in the report to the Governor. He

felt that any man of honour would appreciate his desire ﬁo

»

have the whole affair speedily concluded.
His defebce was masterly and clear, and he veryf

ably and methodically refuted every charge brought against

7
him Two of the charges were obviously made by the British

- officers =~

Letts. Desp. within Col. Jan. 1801 - Mar. 1802, p.39Q.-
Mins, of B. of L.&H. 170, , - ‘

. Letts., Desp. within Col. Jan. 1801 - Mar. 1802, p.439. -
Rec. C.C, IV. p. 30I. ‘ . L
Judicial Papers 1802 ; No. 2.

Ibid, No. 4,
Rec. C.C. IV. p.p.302-329.
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~officers-- that he had?delayed to acquaint the Government

of the turbulent state of the district, and that he had
gent emissaries among the Hottentots to dissuade themrfromv
entering the British service, MaYnier was able to prove
easily that he had communicated with ﬁhé Government at the
earliest opportunity, and that the Hottentots had denied

in public and in the presenvte of Major Sherlock énd others

that he had ever told them not to teke service with the

o 1.
British and 147 had immediately enlisted,

Judging from their nature, the other‘five'charges :

‘ _ 2.
must have been compiled by_the burgher commission.

He was charged with selling to the Commissary,
for the troope, cattle which he had bartered from the

Hottentots and Kaffirs for a few trifles, or which had

belonged to the Hottentots, Maynier was able to refute this

by the statement that he had never bought a singke head of

cattle from any Hottentot until the so-called siege of the

Drostdy (October'the~231d.zf%hen helhad been compelled to

do so by the failure of supﬁlies, and in any case he had

given a good price for the cattle he had then taken over.v

He haé also never sold cattle to the Oommlssary until just

before his departure, and these undoubtably were nis own, |
He was alsc charged with retaining.the money

raised from the inhabitants as an assessment,for_the repair

of the streets of the capital and which had been committed

-to his care for thevpurpose of paying it over ‘to the

Burgher Senate. In answering this charge Maynier stated -
that he had applied to 8ir George Yonge for the remission

of this tax in Graaff Reinet in view of the extraordlnary
- distress -

1. Rec. C.C. IV. p.99.
2. Letts, Desp. within Col., Jan.1801 - Mar. 1802. p.443
3. Rec. C.C. IV. p.309.
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distress in the district, and pendiné his reply had
entrusted the money to Mr. Truter (Secretary to the Court
of Justice) as he considered that once it had been paidlto
the Burgher Senate it might be difficult to recover it. )
He was vharged with various acts of oppression,
such as levying a monthly game tax of his own framing.
Maynier showed that he informed Sir George Yonge that he
and Somerville had decided to imposé a charge of 2/-. for
a hunting licencs} and the Governor had signified no
disapproval, The.ligences izsusd were duly registergd
and the money properly paid into the district funde,
Maynier wae aleo chargad with preventing the
inhabitante from taking steps to racdver cattls stolen
from them by the Hottentote and Kaffire; to thie charge
Maynier replied thet he'had only forbidden wanton
oxpeditions and had always encouraged the purauit and

3,

one had ever baen reprimanded by him for this, On

-destruction of thieving Hottentots and Kaffirse and no

the contrary during the sisgs, when some vagabond Hottentots

and Kaffirs had stolen some cattle from certain burghers,

',he had himeelf taken measures 40 recover the cattle from

them and when some had remained unclaimed by the burghers
and had conseguently been soid, he had made arrangements
#0 that if the burgheras to whom the cattle had belonged
came forward at any time, they would be recbmpensed for
the cattle, '
He was alamo charged with breaking his promisé

to the Boaras, but Maynier reminded them that ha had »-.
promised them gunpowder and ammunition only on condition
that they returned to their loan places, VWhen this wae

not done and the ammunition was demanded, he refused their

1, Rec. C.C, 1V. p.312.
2. ibid. B, 316,
3. ibid. p.317.
4. ivig, p. 318,
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requeat, They‘mUﬁt have had enough ammunition to act
defensivaly againab the natives should it have besn

necassary to have done so, for soon afterwards,on the

L. 23rd, of October,they had fired on the Droetdy all day,

“thue they could only ha{e needed the ammunition

[

-for offensive purpomes,

The preposterous charge of the murder of Naude
was eaeily disposed of. Even Breslsr had Been accueed
of instigating the murdef of the Scheeperé family, and
a similar charge was made against Dr, van der Kemp,
which showed how prone the‘digtridt wae to these falee
and absurd rumoure, | -

He was also accused of having delivered to the
Boers a number of Hottentote who had fled to him for -

protaction, fifteen of whom were immediately murdered |

by the Boers, Mayniar replied that although frequently

solicited to do 80, he continually refused to0 hand over
to the Boers the Hottentote who had fled to him for

protéctibn. Durihg the siege, two Hottentobs had indeed

- got oub of the Droétdy and fallen %nto the hande of the

o/

Boers, who immediately killed th@mra. ,

' The last point of accusation was that Maynier had
refused to bring to justice certain Hottentots who had
beéen committed to his custody at thoiDroetdy and whdAwere '
accused of murder, laynier stated that these Hottentobs
were releaced because of the inadfficiency of the evidsence

against them, but they were still at Rargs in Graaff-Rsinet

-

1. Rec. C.C. 1V, p.319.
2. Rec. C.C. 1V. p.321
3. Rec. C.C. 1V. p.323.
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and if the authoritiee desired, the case againet them

could be re=-opsened. P

L

The chargees were shown to be shewn as could
eacily be contradicted by facts, and any hopes his
a ccusere may have had of at least finding him'guilty
~of peculation were doomed to disapbointment.
Hie honesty and sincefity 1« apparent and without a
doubt, Every transactioh could be fully explained
‘and accounted for, and the elaborate measures whici he
took to enesure that the Bbere should be compenaaﬁed
for the cattle he had recaptured from the thieving
Hottentots and Kaffire and which had not been claimed
by them and which he was under the nscessity of »
elaughtering, shows his conecientiousness and honesty.
. A1l the charges appear to have originated after
§ July 1801. Up to this time lsynier had suwcesstully
nersuaded moat of the Hottentots to re-onter the service
of the Boers, he had made satisfactory arrangamente with
‘both sections of the Kaffire and had won over Gaika to
place greater confidence in the Government and to
distrust Buye whom Gaika subsequently expelled, but then
the ueual'credulity of the Boers Bad prevailed and it
was believed that Maynier was conciliating the Hottentots
in order to use them against the Boera. Divisions |
and quarrels amongz the Europeans wae the surest method of
inviting trouble with the nativews, Had the burghers

supported Maynier, who, after all, was merely an‘official

1. Rec, C,C, 1V, p.328,
2, ibid. p. 318,
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attempting to carry out the.prescribsd policy of the.

Government(which he wae able to attempt in all sincerity;

" ae& his views happened to be coincident) half the troubles

of the district would have been averted. As Dundas remarked:
It is impossible for "any Magi«trata to protect the livee
and prooerty of the inhabitants when 8o constantly

counteracted in all hl« endeavoure to avert the fatal

consequences that must result from the confusion brought

on by a turbulent people,"® ) c

On the 22nd. of June 1802, Meesre, Dickens, Maxwell .
and Matthiesson, reported to General Dundas thet, having
examined the evidence carefully, thay are "unenimously
agresd® that Maynier "is entirely imocent of all and
1everyons of the cﬁargpe preferred againet him, and that
| 80Me of the ev1dences ,are such as to merit the. moat
serious reprehenslon. a .

On the 29th, Mr. Barnard forwarded this verdict
to the President and members of the Court of Juetice, and
of the Burgher Senate, and added that it appsared from
the rsport of the Conmissionsre that Maynier had discharged
hie dutiss to the beet of his judgment and ability and had
“shewn himeelf a faithful eservant of the Goverament,8onducting
himsslf upon every occasion as an upright and homest man®,
He added further that lMaynier was now permitted to take
his reat on the Court of Justice from which he had been
temporarily eﬁspended pénding invéstigations° |

Maynier wae subsequently awarded by General Dundas
the sum of £1000 from the Colonial Treasury ae compensation

for his losses and expenees?’

<

Letta. Dsa within Col. Jan, 1801 ~Mar,1802, v.394.
Rec., C {V P. 333, : o
Rec. C. c v ‘p. 333, 334,

Dlary B° OO 57. po 5150 .
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Maynier haz 2o often been held responsible for all |
the blundere commiéted on the Eaatern frontier.
The fact is often lost sight of that tho policy pureuod
on the frontier was not of his own framing and that?gn
official it was his duby merely to carry out hin

instructions, The fact that hie personal viewe vere

" coincident with these inetructione made him the willing

agent of both the Company and the British commanders,
yet for all tha&,i%m& still‘merely an agent.

The hostility with which the burghers regardéd
an official, and how quick tﬁey werd to give credence
to absurd runours and accusatione is shown repeatedly
in their attitude towards both Bresler and Maynier,

Harassed by their enemies and finding no active
assistance forthcoming from the landdroset, they saw in
him the beginmning and end of all their woes, Petitions
for his removal poured in, and he was blamed for every
calamity which had befallen them, from the fact that
they could no longer go out to water their ctope to
the rumowr that their wives would be givon to the natives,
In ncne of the petitions did they sugzest a change of
policy on the part of the Government, rather did £hey
offer repeated assurances of their continted loyalty,
but all they prayed for was the removal of Maynier.

He was ingied *marooned among the mud hovels

" of Graaff-Reinet;  without volice, without adequate

Courts of Law he was nevartheless expscted to force
on unwilling burghers a policy which wae obviously

distasteful to them, Had he not besn honest, conscisntious,

1. Valker, Hist. of S.A. p.136.
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and determined to etand by what he belisved to be
the right, he might have comnived at many an act of
| the burghers and thus retained their goodwill,
After Dundas had recalled Maynier e endeavoured
to mettle the trouble with the Hottentots in Graaff-

Reinet by allowing Vanderkemp to form a temporary

| location on the Zwartkopse River, thus recognizing
oo | that the root of the trouble with them lay in their
‘lack of land. He then called out commandoe to deal
with the Hottentotn and Xosas, who availing themselves
of the disorder in the district wers once more
plundering right and left, Knowing that the Cape was
‘soon to be restored to the Batavian Republic, Dundas
himgelf hurried to the frontier as he was anxioug to hand

A , the Oa?e over in good order. He patched up'thinga on

the frontier by making all parties agree to observe
peace, and the next day the Cape was formally handed
over to the Batavian Authorities who brought with theml'

new enthusiaem and new ideas to meet the old troubles,

1. Valker, Hist, of S.4, p. 139,
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