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¢ objective of this study was to determine how species diversity, richness and composition have

anged over the past 11 years and whether changes are linked to sev  y of the two fire events.
Differing fire severities may preference different regeneration modes and therefore different species.
Thus the study also determined how fire severity impacts on the ratio of reseeders to resprouters. It
was expected that if the fire severity index for the two fires are similar, then changes in fynbos
communities and regeneration modes would be due to alternative driving forces, such as vegetation
succession or alien invasive plants. If dramatic differences in fire severity occur then changes in

communities and regeneration modes may be due to this influence.

2. Methods
2.1 Study Sites

The study sites were located between Kommetjie, Scarborough and Simonstown on the southern part
of the Cape Peninsula (Figure 1). Only burnt sites were re-sampled and the two wetland sites were
excluded from the analysis. Any patches which did not burn within sites were also excluded. Sites
not invaded by alien plants were designated as pristine and sites which currently have alien plants or
have been cleared of alien plants since the 2000 fires were designated as alien sites (Table 1). For

further detailed description of site choice and characteristics see Euston-Brown et al. (2002).
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Ceramium but their increase in number is small relative to the increase in Ceramium
biomass. Thus, once Ceramium populations do become large, isopods are useless as

control agents.

Isopods are most valuable in combating Ceramium during harsh environmental
conditions and when Ceramium populations are low. Their importance may be in
retardii  the initial spread of Cerc wum, and keeping the Gracilaria relatively

epiphyte free for a longer period of time.
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