


The copyright of this thesis vests in the author. No
guotation from it or information derived from it is to be
published without full acknowledgement of the source.
The thesis is to be used for private study or non-
commercial research purposes only.

Published by the University of Cape Town (UCT) in terms
of the non-exclusive license granted to UCT by the author.
















































CONCLUSION | COMPLEX URBAN REALITY

The economic, political and social landscape of
South African cities is very complex and
contradictory. Bemard Tschumi has pointed out that
an in depth understanding of the heterogeneous
and unordered characters of cities such as Cape
Town need to be understood. Within this context the
role and limits of the public building also needs o be
understood. Innovative ideas around program in a
fime of hybrid typologies need to be considered. It is
in the acknowledgement and embracement of such
urban conditions that intelligent design decisions can
be formed. ‘

Public buildings need to facilitate for multiple and
varied public encounters that are common to the
street or the square. Through the creation of such
freedoms, a balanced relationship between
permeability and surveiliance needs to be
established. Issues such as the strategic use of site,
which are not addressed in the paper, are also
highly imperative. Designers need to create buildings
that allow for mutually beneficial relationships.

Architecture cannot solve the societal problems of a
city like Cape Town autonomously. A productive
relationship between the discipline and
pre-conditions such as economic planning and
policymaking needs to be established.

Through such relationships change in the urban
context of our city can take place. My belief is in line
with that of Miche! Foucault who states that true
change and transformation within a society cannot
be fully redlised unless it is experienced in the spatial
redlm.

Architects need to understand the limits of the
discipline outside the realm of design, we are not
economists, we are not policymakers, we are neither
sociologists, yet an interest and an understanding of
the influence of these disciplines on our work is
imperative. Designers and other professionals can
then work together to create public spaces that
render the experience of our cities more accessible
and pleasurable,
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