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Introduction

This thesis is focused on architectural theories and
design concepts which will add to the discourse of
what learning environments should or could be in the
21st century. It is based on the idea that spaces for
learning need to be more “alive” and that architecture
can stimulate positive social interaction between
people. The current public education system and its
related standards, requirements and policies, with
regards to physical learning spaces, does not address
the present needs of children as it ought to. Many
schools in South Africa are not built and designed to
function as sustainable buildings and they often do
not cater for the economic, environmental or social
needs of current and future learners, teachers and
community members.

The academic curriculum in South Africa
is changing (improving?} whilst learning spaces
are staying the same or becoming less and less
appropriate for learning. Schools are designed
and structured in the way it used to be almost two
centuries ago and are becoming increasingly more
standardised leading to environments that do not
make children feel ‘at home’ or comfortable in these
spaces which ultimately have a negative impact on
learning.

This dissertation seeks to provide an answer
as to how design and architectural knowledge can
inform the physical form, structure and spatial
dynamics of educational buildings so that these
buildings can function as sustainable integrated
community buildings that stimulate learning and
interactivity.

Primary education {Grade R — 7} and school building
in Cape Town is of particular interest for this
investigation.
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