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Meteorological Office, Vieux Fort, St. Lucia, October 1997 - March 1998, 
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Figure 2.3. Representative Cnemidophorns species of the Lemniscatus species group (Adapted from Wright, 1993). 

Praslin 

1.1 ha 
Maria Minor 

Maria Major 

Figure 2.4. The islands in St. Lucia where Cnemidophorns vanzoi is found currently. Lizards 
were translocated from Maria Major to Praslin in 1995. 
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the translocated population of Cnemidophorus vanzoi (October 1997 - March 1998). Island area is 
1.1 ha. Aerial photo taken in 1985 (1: 10,000) courtesy of the St. Lucia Forestry Department. 

In May 1995, 14 pairs of C. vanzoi were translocated from Maria Major to Praslin Island. 

Shortly after a mongoose was seen on Prashn Island and was trapped and removed. Only one lizard 

was seen on Praslin Island following removal of the mongoose hence, a further seven pairs were 

translocated one week later. Both groups of lizards were released in the eastern area of the mixed 

wood habitat in the centre of Praslin Island (see Chapter 3, Figure 3.1) as this was deemed the most 

suitable habitat (Q. Bloxam, pers. comm.). It was estimated that a minimum of 15 founders survived 

the translocation (Q. Bloxam, pers. comm.). 

The Maria Islands and Prastin Island now support populations of Cnemidophorus vanzoi. 

These islands have a no pennanent population of mammalian predator although infrequent occurrence 

of rats (Rattus rattus) has been noted on Praslin Island since 1995. When rat tracks are seen in the 

sand, live traps are set on the island and the individuals caught and removed. Since translocation, two 

proposals for hotel developments in the Praslin Bay area have been submitted to the St. Lucian 

Government; one on the north side and one on the south side of the Bay. These developments are 

envisaged to have a major socio-economic impact on the community (Applied Technology & 

Management Inc., 1996). 
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Figure 3.2. Habitat types on Praslin Island delineated from aerial photograph. East­
West axis ofPraslin Island is approximately 175 m. Photo taken October 1997. 
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Figure 3.7. Intensity graph showing areas of high lizard density (red) to areas oflow lizard density (dark 
blue) on Praslin Island during the field season and in the wet and dry seasons based on the proportion of 
occurrences_ 
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