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Comprehension Two: Questions

This comprehension is a step up from Comprehension One, but is still an easier comprehension. It gives students a chance to practise the process of reading and comprehending, and to correct any mistakes they made in the first comprehension. This should really familiarise students with the comprehension process, and should be chance for you to nip any mistakes or lazy methods in the bud. Correct and model answers are italicised in blue.
What the 2014 SA Polls Tell Us
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South Africa had its fifth general elections on 7 May 2014. The elections were special because it was the first elections for those born just as apartheid was being formally ended. It was the opportunity for those who had seen very little of the horrible colonial and apartheid past to contribute to the process of breaking away from this past through their exercise of the right to vote. It was expected that they would usher our politics into a truly post-apartheid era. The question is what came of this expectation?

This turned out to be an incorrect expectation because there is little real evidence of the “born-frees” shifting the political terrain from the division epitomised by the ANC on the centre left and the DA in the centre right. At least, what seems to have happened is that the DA has gained some support, mostly probably from those of a middle class background, and the ANC, EFF and NFP seem to have earned the votes of young ones born on the periphery of society, in peri-urban and rural areas. Few seem to have been captivated by the new middle class party and its intentions to be post-liberationist in orientation, the Agang SA.

This mistake was committed partly because we have made the mistake of assuming that the “born-frees” are a homogenous group and that they are indeed born free even though we accept that the communities and families they come from are not free of the baggage of the past. We have exaggerated their individuality and under-estimated their rootedness in broader society that remains scarred, wounded and haunted by the past.

It will take a few decades at least to really see the born frees arise, those who would not be significantly tainted and affected by the apartheid legacy. A generation would be born after the current one passes away, whose memory would be democracy.

Text adapted from: Zondi, S. 2014. ‘What the 2014 Polls Tell Us’. News24. 11 June. Available: http://voices.news24.com/siphamandla-zondi/2014/06/2014-sa-polls-tells-us/
Photo taken by HelenOnline: Voting day in Ward 10204021 in the  2014 general election, Paradyskloof, Stellenbosch, South Africa. Available at:  http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Voting_day_1.jpg.
Activity 1

Have an initial read through the text. Using the space provided, jot down any difficulties you have with understanding the text (e.g. words or sentences you don’t understand), and suggest how you might gain understanding (e.g. looking up a word in the dictionary).

Next, look at the words taken from the text, which are listed below. Select the correct definition from the options available.

1. usher

a) a famous celebrity

b) to bring the beginning of something new

c) to introduce a new person

2. epitomise

a) be a good example of

b) be a bad example of

c) characterise

3. periphery

a) an inferior or secondary position in society

b) to be outside

c) a superior position in society

4. peri-urban

a) a city environment

b) a poor environment

c) a combined city/rural environment

5. homogenous

a) of different kinds

b) of the same kind

c) variety

Finally, re-read the paragraph from the text which is copied below. Underline the author’s thesis statement (the sentence which shows what the author will argue).

“...It was expected that they would usher our politics into a truly post-apartheid era. The question is what came of this expectation?...This turned out to be an incorrect expectation because there is little real evidence of the “born-frees” shifting the political terrain from the division epitomised by the ANC on the centre left and the DA in the centre right. At least, what seems to have happened is that the DA has gained some support, mostly probably from those of a middle class background, and the ANC, EFF and NFP seem to have earned the votes of young ones born on the periphery of society, in peri-urban and rural areas. Few seem to have been captivated by the new middle class party and its intentions to be post-liberationist in orientation, the Agang SA...”

Activity 2

Answer the following questions based on the passage above. Where indicated, use direct quotes from the text.

1. What important event happened in South Africa on 7 May 2014?

a) seventh general elections since 1994

b) municipal elections

c) fifth general elections since 1994

2. True or false: the year 2014 marked 20 years of democracy for South Africa?  

3. Who are the people who the author says made the 2014 elections special? 

4. Consider your answer to question 3. Why did people think that this new group of voters would make the 2014 election results different to previous election results? 

5. Why does the author say that this new group of voters in fact did not change the 2014 election results very much? Give at least one reason, and include a quotation from the text to support your answer. 

6. The author gives his own ideas about how this new group of voters actually voted. Match the following groups of voters with the political party the author says they voted for:

a) Middle class voters



the ANC & the EFF

b) Rural and semi-urban voters


Agang

c) Very few voters 



the DA 

7. What does the author suggest is needed for South African elections to be truly post-apartheid and democratic? Select the correct answer.

a) Better leadership of political parties

b) More people to vote for Agang

c) A new generation that has grown up completely with democracy

d) More urban people to vote

8. Do you consider yourself a ‘born-free’? Do you think the fact that you grew up after apartheid has made a difference to how you vote (if you did vote)? Give reasons for your answer.
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