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THE RURAL SETTLEMENT OF VERLORENVLEI IN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
ABSTRACT

The rural settlement of Verlorenvlei (32019'8; 18°21'F Cape west coast)
has been placed within its historical context by a multidisciplinary
study of the writings of early travellers up the Cape west ccast; land
ownership; land usage; human relationships within the settlement com-
mmity; and the characteristics of the man-made environment created by
that commumnity. It was necessary to study historical documents,
archival reccrds, deeds office records, all available maps and diagrams,
aerial photographs, relevant literature, and most important of &ll, to
become familiar with the settlement itself and the people living in it.
Such an investigation has led to an appreciation of the historical sig-
nificance of the settlement, as well as the reasonsfor its siting, its
growth and subsequent decline. This study has also provided a basis
for conservation cn historical and architectural grounds, and developsd
a framework for ongoing research into the historical background of the

settlement.
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The system of referencing used in this report is a cambination of two
comonly used systems, the one being more appropriate to scientific
writings and the other more suited to historical research. As this
study is multidisciplinary in nature, cne of these two systems is more
appropriate at different times, depending on the method or technicue
being applied, and on the material keing covered. For example, in
Chapter 6, the Harvard system proves most efficient, while in Chapters
1 and 2, footnotes containing detailed references are essential. In
order to allow for the use of the most appropriate system at any stage
in the report, the references are listed in detail in the bibliography,
in alphabetical order of author, and within alphabetical order in
chronological sequence, as with the Harvard system. In the text and
in footnotes, wherever a reference is quoted, the details of the source
are never given in full, but merely referred to by name of author and
date. The only exceptions are references to material which has no
author, such as historical documents. In such cases, the details of
the document collection ave given in the biblicgraphy, and the details
of the specific documents in the footnotes. Footnotes are indicated
by numerical notation throughout each chapter, and listed in numerical

sequence at the end of the relevant cnapters.
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Figgre 1.2 : Photograph: S.Sinclair
Aerial photograph of the rural settlement of Verlorenvlei
from the north-west (1979).

The settlement is situated 5 kilometres inland on the Cape west coast, at
32°19's and 18021'E, on the southern bank of the coastal lake called Ver-
lorenvlei or Verlorevlei.  Approximately 25 houses, bullt at different
stages in the development of the settlement, are grouped on either side

of a boundary fence and an unoccupied sandy depression. Some of the houses
are no longer occupied, and have fallen into a state of disrepair or ruin,
or been converted for other uses, giving the settlement an air of decay
and mystery. In the occupied houses live the 30-40 people that make up
the settlement community, all of them related to one ancther, by virtue
of their membership of two families that have been associated with the
area at least since the beginning of the eighteenth century. Most mem-
bers of the present community are middle-aged or elderly, with few chil-
dren or young adults to regenerate what must once have been a growing
population.
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That the fascination of the Verlorenvlei area has persisted, if not
intensified, with the passage of time, is borne out by the following

passage from Burger (1975):

"Die Sandveld is om verskeie redes verreweg die interessantste
deel van Piketberg. Dit grens in die weste aan die Atlantiess
Oseaan met al sy geheime en moontlikhede, sy esue-oue geskiedenis,
skipbreuke, duikbote, vis, kreef, branderplanke en ontluikende
strandoorde. Spore van reisigers, navorsers, sendelinge, vee-
handelaars, vlugtelinge, jagters, see- en vesrowers, wat geduren-
de die eerste eecue die berge wou vermy, 18 kruis en dwars deur
die sandberge en duine. Onherkenbare paaie, grotte, waters,
grafte, ou-ous geboue en vergete myne spreck van alle kante totA
hulle wat ore het om te hoor - 'n onontginde gebied wat braak le
vir hulle wat temas vir rillers soek.

Maar nog die aantreklikste is die bevolking van die gebied wat
meer as 'n eeu lenk in volglae isolasie gelewe het as gevolg van
die onbegaanbaarheid en onvrugbaarheid van die swaar sand en nog
'n eeu verwaarloos is, socdat huilel‘n eiesoortige karakter ont-
wikkel het, 'n eie lewensaard,..."

Walton (1972 ) speaks of the Verlorenvlei settlement specifically, and
his words seem to justify this study as a small stage in a total ongoing
investigation, and a possible conservation undertaking, within the settle-

ment as a whole:

"Situated on the banks of an estuary, it is one of the most
beautiful settlarents in South Africa - an crnithologist's
paradise, undisturbed by the noise and bustle of modern life.
It is a settlement which shcould be made the suvject of a full
and detailed study by a team of geographers, architects and
ethnographers, for it provides a rare survival of a communal
way of life which will very soon disappear. Unless such a
record is made now the opportunity will be lost forever."?
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The natural enviromnent in which the settiement is situated.

The following description of the Verlorenvlei area is based on a memoran—
dum drawn vp by the Capes Provincial Depaitment of Nature and Environmental
Conservaticri. The full memorandum is significant for this study in two
ways. In the first place, the memorandum concentrates on the nature con-
servation and recreaticnal potential of Verlorenvlei, but makes no refer—-
ence to its historical end architectural value, or to its potential as a
site for conservation of the built envirorment. This study is intended
to provide zawe of the basic resecarch to an historical and architectural
conservation proposal to supplement the merorandumn. If conservation

of the natural and built environments were undertaken simailtaneously,

the Verlorenvlei area would become a prime exemple of integrated con-
servation. Secondly, the memorandum acts as a recent written descrip-
tion of the Verlcorenvlei area which can ke compared with the early

travellers' descriptions considered in this report.

Verlorenvliei is one of a series of wetlands along the Atlantic coast of
the South-western Cape.  Geologically, 70 % of the surface area of the
catchment is covered by sandstones and quartzites of the Table Mountain
Series (Cape System) and Tertiary to recent sands, while fine-grained
rocks of the Malmesbury Series (Nawma System) are exposed over most of
the remaining 30 3. Approximately 50 ¢ of the catchment is underlain
by Malmesiury rocks.  Rainfall is strongly seasonal, more than 80 %
falling within the winter half-year, from April to September, and 40 %
of the area receives less than 3C0 mm per annum. The vegetation is
classified by Acocks (1975) as Strandveld of the West Coast (Veld Type 34),
Pt should perhaps be classed as an arid form cf Coastal Fynbos (Veld
Type 47). A deteiled study of the vegetation has been recently carried

out by cther researchers. A large population of Aloe framesii occurs

to the east of the Verlorenvlei farm. The vegetation of the entire area
is severely degraded by overgrazing, but the 5 km wide strip of land
along the southern bank has the highest habitat and vegetation diversity
and would be of greater nature conservation value than the more uniform
vegetation of the northern bank. The area is considered to be of low
agricultural potential because of low rainfall, poor sandy soils, low
grazing value of the Coastal fynbos, and extensive subdivision of farm-

land into uneconomic units. ’
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Verlorenvlei is a large coastal lake with a surface area of sane 1000 ha
and extensive reedbeds in the upper and lower portions, as well as fringing
muich of the shoreline. The main body of the lake is 14 km long and up to
1,2 km wide with an average depth of about 2 metres, and a large central
basin with a depth of up to 5 metres. The lake is essentially a fresh-
water to slightly brackish system and sea water seldom, if ever, enters
the main body of the vlei. Verlorenvlei receives its water mainly from
the Verlorenvlei river which drains a catchment of 1200 kmz. The level
of the lake fluctuates considerably. During winter, it fills up and
overflows into the sea near Elandsbaai, but during summer the level
gradvally drops through evaporation to reach a lowest levél about March/
April. The water of the vlei is regarded to ke unsuitable for irrigaticn

during periods of higher salinities sometimes attained during summer.

Verlorenvlel is recognised as one of the ten most important wetlands for
wading birds in the Scuth-western Cape. It is also important for pisci-
vorous birds such as cormorants, bherons, egrets, kingfishers and white
pelicans. Also found are coots, ducks, geese, glossy ibises, spoonbills,
and flamingoes. Verlorenvlei is therefore a prime water-bird conserva-
tion area. As regards fish fauna, four estuarine and three indigenocus

freshwater species have been identified, Barlus hergi being listed as rare

arnd the Verlorenvlei river being its most northerly distributicn.

The memorandum drawn up by the Cape Provincial Department of Nature and
Environmental Conservation in June 1978 concludes: "It is clear that

the conservation value of Verlorenvlei lake is high and that iis conser-—

vation in as natural a state as possible has a high priority. e lake
2

also has potential for outdoor recreation...".” In a repor <he

archaeological potential of the Verlorenvlei area, dated Febiw . - 1976,

Professor J. Parkington points out the significance of cave decosits,
vlei coring, shell middens and rock art which have been studied:

"the cave sequence presents an important opportunity to study the pre-
historic relationships between man and his environment through at least
20 000 years, a period which included many important changes in both en-
vironment and human settlement patterns4... The Verloren Vleil has enor-
mous potential as the focus of interdisciplinary research into present

and past environments and human exploitation systems."5
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While the nature conservation potential and archaeological importance of
the Verlorenvlel area are being established by research, the historical
and architectural importance of the built environment is also of .consi-
derable conservation value, and must not be overlocoked. This study is
an attempt to use multi-disciplinary methods to explore the historical
past of the people of the area and of the built environment they have
created. Tt is impossible at this early stage to write a history of the
region, but nunerous methods and technigues of research have been employed
to enable the present population and settlement to be viewed in the light

of historical perspective.

The methods and technicques which have been employed have included deeds
office research, archival research, land surveying and cartography, aerial
photograph interpretaticn, library research, photography, sociological
interviewing technicues, map interpretation, and reading of relevant
literature. The difficulties, limitations and effectiveness of these
various methods and techniques for historical research on a regional
basis are discussed in this report. The results of each phase of the
study are described in some detail so that these phases could be carried
further by subsequent research, using similar or camplementary methods
‘and technigues.  The chapters of the report therefore correspond close-
ly to the major research technigues employed, but at the same time
develop the historical perspective chrorologically fram the earliest

material identified through to the present.

The focus of this study has developed naturally fram the area as a whole
to the Verlorenviei farm, and then onto the Verlorenvlei settlement which
is situated on the farm. This gradual concentration of focus onto the
settlement and the cammnity has been paralleled by the organisation of
the chapters of the report, and has been compatible with the chronologi-

cal development of the historical record.

As the amount of research and time required to produce a well~documented
history of the Verlorenvléi area is far beyond the scope of this study,
the following more narrowly-defined objectives were the aim of the
present study. Their achievement should develop a basis for further
research, provide the historical perspective necessary to any research

in the area, and contribute ultimately to the writing of a true history:
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To trace, examine and analyse all documented descriptions of the
Verlorenvlei area, in chronological sequence, in order to distinguish
elanents of continuity and change in the present envircrment, and

to contribute towards the interpretation and management of that

envirorment.

To trace, identify, and examine all pictorial representations of the
Verlorenvlei area and settlement, in relation to the present state of
the subjects depicted.

-To study available newspaper articles and popular literature in order
to develop an understanding of the way of life in the area and the

settlement at various pericds.

To investigate the derivation and meaning of place—names associated

with the area and the settlament., on a chronological kasis.

To colliect and interpret a chronological series of maps and aerial
photographs of the arca, and to use this mop series to trace the

historical developmment of the settlement if possible.

To investigate the eighteenth century system of loan-place allocation
in the area, tracing the successive users of each loan-place, ana-
lysing land-use patterns, and correlating lozn-places with major
farms granted under perpetual cuitrent in the nineteenth century,

where possible.

To examine in detail ownership and usage of the farm on which the
settlement is sited, from the early nincteenth century to the present,
ard to develop an understanding of family and commumnity relationships

in relation to land ownership.

To produce a map of the settlement which can be used in the course of
this study, for future research, and for future resource managemernt

and conservation.

To develop a classification system for the settlement which will
facilitate the collection, organisation, and analysis of future data
+ 2l . . . . P

for historical, geograghical, social, economic, and architectural

research.
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To record photographically the significant features of the settle-
ment, in relation to the map and the classification system, as. a
basis for future analysis and conservation management of the
scttlement. |

To identify all pictorial representations, photographic or artistic,
of features of the settlement, which contribute to a chronological
record of the growth and decline of the settlement, facilitate

dating of buildings, and form the basis for a conservation project.

To examine each man-made feature in the settlement with a view to
. dating of original buildings, extensions and mcdifications,
identifying methods of construction avd design, and relating

building materials to natural resources.

To interview members of the community in order to gain an inpression
of life in the settlement in the past and of family and cammunity
relationships.

To investigate the role of wheat cultivation and processing in the
forier life of the settlament, on the basis of evidence found in

the built environment.

To attempt to account for the growth and decline in wheat cultivation

and processing on the Verlorenvlei farm and in the settlement.

To begin to describe the development and character of the settlanent

in terms of natural resources and environmental conditions.

To establish contact with various private individuals and organisa-
tions interested in and knowledgeable about the conservation poten—
tial of the settlement.

To suggest avenues of investigation which can bz followed by future
researchers on a multidisciplinary basis in crder to develop a
carplete understanding of the growth and decline of the Verlorenvlei

settlement over time.

To present the settlement in an historical perspective in a format
which will act as a basis for further research, and illustrate the

effectiveness and limitations of the methods employed.
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_Footnotes

1. Burger (1975),236

2. Walton (1972),2

3. Cape Provincial Department of Nature and Environmental Conservation
(1878), 12

4. Parkington (1976), 1

5. Parkington (1976}, 4
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CHAPTER 1

The Verlorenvlel area throucgh the eves of the

early travellers
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Introductory discussion of library research into early

travellers' journals and mans

Expeditions of exploration end trade by land along the Cape west coast
began as early as 1655, and once these expediltions had penetrated as far
north ag the present Verlorenvlei area, references to the avea can be
found in the journais of the travellers. There are usually two referen-
ces, one on the journey from the Cape peninsula, and the other on the re-
turn jowrmey.  Especially in the earlier journals, the references are
difficult to idemitify because cof the various names which successive tra-
vellers have associated with the Verlorenvlel area and the river rumning
through it. The references can be detected by careful tracing of each
journey from one landmark to the next up and down the coast.  Wherever
possible, use has been made of annotated editions of the journals publishec
by the Van Richbeeck Society, in which the present place-names are provi-
ded in footnotes, often kased on actual retracing of routes by the editor.
While latitude and longitude, cr compaSSw“eaiings,are often recorded in
the journals, these are usuvally not accurate enough to pinpcint positions
exactly.  Although maps often acccompany the journals, these are not very
detailed, subject to the cartcoygrapher's interpretation, and often grossly
inaccurate. Ag the number of expeditions increases, the number of place-
names referred to in the journals increases correspondingly, as new
places are discovered and named for identification. But successive tra-
vellers may allocate differcent names to the same places, or the same names
to different places. Names are scmetimes allocated, used by a few tra-
vellers, then fall into disuse and become forgotton, to be replaced by
other names. The identification of places is further camplicated by the
tendency of early travellers to use certain names with repetitive fre-
quency, especially those associated with ‘berg', ‘vallei' and ‘fonteyn'.
he allocation and spelling of place-names have also beccare uncertain be-
cause ol the different rationalities and languages of the early travel-
lers, wiho were predcminantly Dutch, French, English and German. Dif-
ferent nationalities tended to highlight different features or landmarks
for identification, to interpret similar words differently, and to spell

words of similar meaning differertly.

Early travellers' references to the Verlorenvlei area vary in both length

and accuracy. Some make only a passing mention, as they travel through.
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Samne do not travel through it, but make a reference based on casual hear-—
say picked up before, during or after their journey. Others make fairly
lengthy references, but their observations may be related more to their

own experiences and difficulties encountered while travelling than to
observation and description of the area itself. Yet other long referen-
ces are falrly detailed, but tend to concentrate on features of signifi-
cance to the writer of the journal, depending on his field of expertise

or interest. It is therefore not safe to assume that features known to
characterise the area at present, but not mentioned in the early journals,
did not exist at the time of the early expeditions. Nor can it be assumed
that features mentioned in the journals, but not found in the area today,
did in fact exist previously. The observations recorded in the journals
are filtered through the eyes of the early travellers, molified by the
hands of the writers of the journals, changed again in translation of the
journals, and subjected to reinterpretation by their readers or researchers.
In the case of this study, a limited knowledge of the original languages
of the journals has necessitated the use of translations into English, in
place of the primary source documents, which may also not be accessible if
they are held in the country of origin of the expedition leader. A1l thesc
factors place severe limitations on the value of deductions made about the
previous state of the Verlorenvlei area fram the observations recorded by

the early travellers.

The value of early travellers' writings is further diminished by the fact
that the two traditional places of crossing the river running through the
Verlorenvlel area were Het Kruis and Wittedrift. Also known by other

names in the past, Het Kruis is inland, and to the east of the Verlorenvlei
settlement. Wittedrift is at the present site of Redelinghuis.  Both were
specifically chosen for the narrowness of the river and vlei area at the
points of crossing, and for the access they afforded further north. They
provide no view of the rest of the area, and suggest little about the exis-
tence of the ccastal lake system, let alone about its nature or peculiar
characteristics. Only those travellers who made a deliberate detour to
the west, and éxplored along the southern and northern banks of the river
and the lake it forms, would have been in any position to provide a reliable

description of the area which is the subject of this study.
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A valuable supplement to the writings of the early travellers are the
sketches and paintings which were made by artists who were often deli-
berately included in expedition parties to make a more corplete record
of places, people, and animals seen on the journey. In a sense, the
artist performed the role of the present-day camera, but the limits are
often difficult to draw between the historian's requirement of faithful-
ness to the original, and the artist's freedom of expression and inter-
pretation. In the case of the Verlorenvlei, a painting has been found
which dates from about 1800, and is attributed to the area, hut the
question of identification of both the painter and the subject of the
painting is so complex that it is dealt with in a separate ‘section of

thig chapter.

Copies of the meps which accompany the early travellers' journals have
been useful in developing a chronblogical record of the series of names
which have been spplied to the Verlorenvlei area, apart from their ob-
vicus value in determining whether or not the routes followed on the

cutward and honeward journeys did in fact pass through the area.

The initial research inte the writings of the early travellers was begum
by Profegssor J. Parkingtcn, and continued by Mr. M. Cottrell. Their work

has provided the hasis for this study.
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Chronology of early travellers

The writings of the following ecarly travellers or commentators have been

exeminad for references to the Verlorenvlei area in general, and more

specifically, to the present site of the Verlorenvlel settlement:

15.3.1655 - 3,4.1655

12,.11.1650 - 20.1.1661
30.1.1661 - 11.3.1661
21.3.1661 ~ 23.4.1661

Jan Wintervogel

Jan Danckaert/Pieter van Meerhoff

Pieter Cruijthoff/Pieter van Meerhofll

Pieter van Mserhoff

15.11.1661 —~ 13.2.1662 Pieter Everaert /van Mserhoff
21.10.1662 - 1.2.1663 Pieter Cruijthoff/van Mzerhoff
11.10.1663 —- 22,1.1654 Jonas de la Guorre/van Meerhoff
30.10.1682 - 19.12.1682 Olof Bergh

27.8.1683 - 24,10.1683
25.8.1685 ~ 26.1.1686
16.10.1705 - 7.12.1705
1705 - 1732

15.9.1724 - 11.11.1724

Clof Bergh

Simon van der Stel
Johammes Starrenburg
Peter Kolbe

Johannes Tobias Rhenius

16.7.176L = 27.4.,1762 Hendrik Hop

1774 Carl Thunbairg
2.2,5..1'778 - 20.11.1778 William Patercon
15.1.1783 - 1785 Francois le Vaillant
1785 0. Mentze.

17.9.1781 ~ 20.6.1762
1797-8
26.12.1000- 7.1.1801
1803-6

The above chronological list is based on Mossop ( 1927 ), Forbes

Willem van Reenern
John Rarrcw
Andrew Barnard

Horry Lichtenstein

Burger (1975) and Botha (1926).

(1965) ,



The naming of the Varlorenvlel area

The area of Verlorenvlel has besen known by many different names in recorded
history, and the reasons for their allocation, together with their meanings,
throw an interesting light on the impressions the area must have made on

the early travellers.

Olof Bergh (1682 and 1683) named the river that feeds the coastal lake
"devZeekoe valeij off de Zandtravier",l which can bz translated into Afri-
kaans as "die Seekoei vallei of die Sandrivier". The association of the
area with sand is to be expected, as all the early travellers refer to
the extreme difficulty of travelling by wagon across the sandy plains and
over the sandy hills. For the same reason, the area is commonly known as
the Sandveld, to distinguish it from the Swartland. The association with
'seekoeie’ or hippopotami is less obvious, as there are no hippopotami in
the area today, although the name implies that they must once have occurred
in the vicinity of the Veriorenvlei. A reconnoitring party from Van der
Stel's expedition may have observed them at the mouth of a river that was
pxobably Verlorenvlei.2 Van der Stel's journal account of his expedition
to the Copper Mountain in Namaqualand refers to what may have been the
Verlorenvlei area as "de kleine Olifantsrivier" or "Zeekoejen-valey"
_(passed on Septenber 9,°1685 and again on January 18, 1686)3. Van der
Stel's use of the name 'Klein Olifants rivier' suggests the presence of
elephants in the area as well.4 On de la Rochette'sma.p,5 the Berg River
is illustrated with pictures of elephants, and the words, "Aufenthalt der

Elephanten im December und Januar”.

Starrenburg (1704) used the Hottentot name of Quaecoma River.6 Burger ex-
plains the possible derivation of the name: "Die Hottentotnaam scos die
ontdekker dit op sy Latyn gespel het, was 'Quaecoma' wat dan sou beteken:
(kei = groot + kamma = water)".7 This name could be interpreted to refer

to the broadening out of the river into a coastal lake towards its mouth.

Botha (1926) explains the derivation and meaning of kamma or kama:

-"The next group of names which, like the foregoing, have a
Fushman or Hottentot origin is that ending in Kama.  The
Hottentot word for water is Gami® and the word is invariably
spelt as Kama and Kamna, the latter being the more common form
although the first is the more correct. In the Dutch records
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it is irdif{ferently spelt with on2 or two m's and the letter

¢ is interchanged for the k. In G.F. Wreede's ‘Hottento
Woordelijst' of the 17th century it is spelt with two m's.9 10
Accordiny to Stow, Kuama is a Bushman word also meaning water.”

However, although the name might be agpropriate because of its association
with water, it seens unlikely thet it should have came to be spelt as coma
in this case, when there are many other cases of its spelling as kamma or
kama, still persisting toﬂay.ll The only case of its sgpelling as kagna
vhich has keen found to date is on nmap 1/326 of 1822 in the Cape Archives.

12 ot e
Westphal™ suggests that the name, 'Quaecoma', could be derived fran the
Bushman word, ‘quai' meaning 'lonely’ or 'lost', and the word ‘coma’ meaning

‘pan' or fvlei!

Rhenius in 1724 was the first to use the neme 'Verloren Vallei', in a por-—
tion of his journal translated into English by Mossop as "Thence over a

toilsame sand hill to the Verloren Vlel"B, spelt in the original Dutch

"Werlouren vallij". Buarger explaing the meaning of the name as follows:

", owaarskynlik codat die eintlike vlei vir die reisigers wat
die rivi cn.tJu, in die buurt van Redelinchuys moes ocrgaan,

nog oneigbaar of verlore wags; ook raak die water tussen die
sandduine verliore voordat dit die see bereik en viczi daar net
in die relntyd 'n sangienlike strogn oor die rotsrif wat die
o T V"’I‘( oo, anders is die corloopwater dear net 'n paar
dutm dicp”

In 1774, Carl Thatterg also used the name "Verlooren-valley", and his

Al

descr iption perhaps gives a clus to another reason for the name. He

mentions the fach that the banks are overgrovn with reeds and rushes

e

somztimes so high "that the rivolet, in such places, cannot be seen”.
There could = the suggestion in the name that the river becomes 'lost!
aong the reeds before widening out into the coastal lake Paterson

028 not

.
[0S

Ca

(1777-8) talks of thz "Verloren Valley or Lost Valley",l6 bu

suggest any reason for the nawe.

Le Vaillent visited the "Verloore~Valey" in 1783, and translates the neme

"loft lake", that is lost 1ak:e.l7 In 1797, a different meaning is
ascribed to the same name by John Barrow, who translates "the Verlocoren
valley" as "Forlorn Lake" ,18 with undertones of the Pilgrim's Progress.
His description of the area stresses "the barren mountains of sand,

. 19
Crowned with masses of naked rock™ that surrounded the Forlorn Lake



and probably contributed to its 'forlorn' appearance. Barrow also con-
firms the reason for the earlier name of Esekoei rivier: "There still
remains a few Hippopotami toward the lower part of the (Barxg) river" ﬁo He
throws an additional light on the meaning of the name, Quaccoma River,
when he says of the Hottentots: “Hottento: is a word that has no place

nor meaning in their langu . that by which the whole nation was dig-

itlaf
21 o - -
tinguished is Quaiquae..." In this sense, Quaeccuns could be trans-—
lated as 'water of the Hottentots'. He coafirms the sandiness of the
area which gave rise to the name 'Sand rivier, referring to "these hills,

22
or rather mountains, of sand,..."

Arndrew Barnard (1300) refers to "Verloorn Valley, cne day's jouwrnay beyond
St. Helena Bay, and about six miles from the Sea."23 Lichtenstein (1803)
speaks of "a pretty large lake, which has the name of the Lostmvalley,“z4
A comperison between these two references indicates one of the major sour—
ces of confusion in attempting to find the meaning of the name of the
Verlorenvlei area. The word valliij/vallei/valey is related to vale/valley/
and vlei, which raises the question as to whether the adjective ‘lost' or
"forlorn' should be applied to the valley, the river flowing through the
valley, the coastal lake fed by the river and lying in the valley, or the
vlei area formed by the river in the valley. Depending on which feature
the adjective is applied to, the meaning cof the name changes slightly.
Barnard and Paterson apply the name to the valley; Lichtenstein applies

it to the lake, as do Barrocw and Le Vaillant; while Thunberg applies it

to the rivulet., There would thus appear to be several possible combina-
tions of meaning. Cf these, 'lost lake' would appear to be most com-

mon translation, the probable reasong being (1) the fact that the

presence of the lake is not obvious to or even suspected by travellers
crossing the river at the most cammon places, Het Kruis and Wittedrift;

and (2) the river and the lake disappear among reeds in the vicinity of
Redelinghuis and Het Kruis. A further source of confusion in attemp-
ting to find the meaning of the name given to the area by early travel-
lers, is the number of different spellings of 'verlore/verlcore/ver-—

loren/verlooren', which could be translated as 'lost' or 'forlorn'.
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At present, the area is known as Verlorenvlei, Verlorevlei or Vloorvlei
by people living cutside the area, while local inhabitants call it Verlo—
revliei, the 'o' being lengthenad, and the 'r' being pronounced with what
is known as the Malmesbury ‘brei' or palatisation of the 'r' cammon to
Afrikaens spoken on the Cape west coast. On the 1:50 000 topographical
map currently in use for the area (3218 AD Elandsbaai) the names given
to the coastal lake and the settlement are Verlorevlei, but the original
farm on which the settlement is situated is called Verlorenvlei. The
most recent form of name for the farm in the deeds of ownership is Ver-
lorenviei., The foirm with the 'n' retains its association with the ori-
ginal Dutch, while the fom without the 'n' is the Afrikaans version.

For the purposes of this report, the form with the 'n' has beein adopted.
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Descriptions of the Verlorepvlei area by early travellers.

Nothing of significance regarding the Verlorenvlei area has been found in

the journals for the expeditions from 1655 to 1664. These journals contain
detailed information regarding routes followed, but it is difficult to

trace exactly which details refer to the Verlorenvlei area, because of. the
lack of names and the consegquent reliance on distance, direction, and
inaccurate latitude and longitude readings to pinpoint location. Qbser—
vations made along the routes are brief and sketchy, such as that made by van
Meerhof on his expedition with Jan Danckaert in 1660/1661 to attempt to

reach the empire of Monamctapa, or the famed Vigiti Magna: 25

"...T wist well that on the west lay the plains ('vliack landt'),
having espied tham from a high peak.” 26

Mossop (1227 ) camments: "He may have locked down upon thz flats through

which the railway runs today between Verloren Vlei station and Graafwater."

Olof Bergh's first journey was made fram 30 October 1682 to 19 December
1682, and the Verlorenvlei area is mentioned in the journal entry for
Thursday, 5 November 1682 as "at a valley at the Sand River, where we spent
the night." Mcssop identifies the Sand River, or "de Sant rivier" in the
original Dutch, as "Verloren Vallei River, beyond the Piquetbergen. It is
crossed at Het Fruis by the railway line to Klaver. It has been a river

of many names.. R

The journal entry for ¥Friday, 6 November 1682, continues:

"This morning the Ensign sent two Hottentots & s the moun-—
tains to tell the Gresricua Hottentots to come as.  About
7 o'clock we brcke camp and marched N.N.W. acu several

marshes until about 10 ofclock. We were follcw:ry the Sand
River up to the range we wust cross, and here we outspamned.
Average course and direction N.N.W. % mile; we guessed the
S.Lat. to be 32 deg. 16 min., and at midday found Lat. 32 deg.
21 min. by observation. Cuessed our Longitude to be 18 deg.
55 rmin. This afterncon between 3 and 4 o'clock we again
inspanned the oxen and faved onwards. At first we marched due
N. until we were on the mountain, the whichicpve us much labour
ere our wagons got over, since it was all loose, crumbling and
shifty sand. We marched then through this loose sand covered
with shrubs, thistles and thorns over the mountain in a direc-
tion N.E. by Easterly."30 :



According to Mossop (1927), Bergh's midday outspan was made "At Wittedrift,

near Redelinghuis on the Verloren Vallei River." 1

while homeward bound on his first journey, Bergh again passed through the
Verlorenvlei area on Friday, 1l December 1682, but the journal entry is
brief, giving no detail except the difficulties of the terrain and the

weather.

The reader is left with a strong impression of an area of loose sand covered
with prickly shrub vegetaticn, through which it is difficult to travel.

His journey was undertaken in summer, but there nevertheless appears to
have been fresh water and grazing at various points along the way, a pos-—
sible indication of a good rainfall the previous winter. On the map of

the first expedition in 1682, points L.and M refer to the Verlorenvlei area,
and confirm the availability of water at this time : "L We came to the
Sant Riv. Found good fresh water both gecing and returning. M at the Sant Riv.
It broadens out considerably. Went along it and fram there across the
Kloof." 32 The journal also mentions the excessive summer heat, which neces-
sitated that most of the travelling should be done in the early morning

or after midday.

Bergh's second journey was undertaken from 27 August 1683 to 24 October
1683, the seuson being winter to early spring. The journal entries for
Tuesday, 6 September to Thursday, 9 September relate to the Verlorenvlei
area on the outward bound trip. Mosscp points out that "this course took
the expedition between the mountains on the farm Wittedrift near the present
site of Redelinghuis."33 One of the entries notes: "This night it was so
cold that the water in our kettle froze to the thickness of a rix-dollar"34
It is also mentioned that they could find little pasture and brack water:
"It was quite dry and there was no pasture. It appeared not to have rained
a whole year."35 These references would tend to suggest that 1683, unlike
1682, was a year of poor rainfall. Bergh refurned through the Verlorenvlei
area on Surday, 17 October 1683. |

Simon van der Stel's journal of his travels through the Piquetberg area
makes constant mention of the availability of grass, water and firewood,
suggesting that 1685 was a year of good rainwall. Merely passing by the ’
'Zeekoejen-valey' or ‘Kleine Olifantsrivier'on Sunday, 9 September 1685,
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van der Stel sent an expedition southwards to explore the coastal end of
the Verlorenvlei:

"The Second Mate returned towards evening, and reported, that
for 1/6th mile to the SSE he had found the coast a mud-flat
with rocks. From there he had gone S by E for 2 miles, where
he had fourd a flat sandy beach until they came abreast of a
valley, called the Zeekcejen-valey fram the hippopotami found
in it, where there were high send dunes. Continuing S by E
another 2 miles they found that the coast formed a bight with
a sandy shore. At the end of this was a rocky reef, stretching
seaward about % mile NNW, and in their judgement convenient to
shelter an ordinary vessel if needs be, entirely shielded

fram the South winds, but as they had foggy weather no sight
could be taken."S30

The above description refers clearly to the coast from Elandsbaai to the
'rocky reef 'of Baboon Point of Cape Deseada which today provides shelter
for the fleet of the crayfishing factory.

On the return journey, van der Stel visited the 'Kleine Olifants Rivier!'
on Friday, 18 January 1686, and mentions an interesting encounter with

Hottentots in the area:

"...we camped because the Kraals of Captain CGonjema were near here,
who towards evening brought sheep and milk for barter. The

water in the pools and the grass were still tolerably sufficient
here...

Saturday January 19

Iy the morning most of Gonjema's Hottentots again came to H.E.,

and since the old Genjeman had died they were nearly all in
mourning, which consisted in the cutting off of their hair.

They requested, that his son might be set in h%% place, which

was done, for which they heartily thanked H.E."

Johannes Starrenburg visited the Verlorenvlei area under the guidance of
the Hottentot Captain, Hannibal. He travelled along the river under rainy,
misty conditions, with a strong North-west wind. He mentions the grazing
oxen, "which here by the river were up to the belly in grass™38confirming
van der Stel's report on the availability of grass for grazing during the
late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries.

Starrenburg's report also confirms the presence of hippopotami, and the
abundant bird-life:

"All this day we continued along the same river... and towards
evening (after having covered about 6 miles) we camped on the
bank. The river here was at a guess fully a thousand paces

wide, and was full of seagulls, divers, ducks and other flying



31

ard swimming things, and among them the hivpopotamus could be
heard. Going up onto a height I saw the sea, appearing to be
about 3 miles distant, into which this river flows according
to the recport of the Hottentots, who in their language call
it Quaeccoma. Had our route continued further in this direc—
tion I should have wished to see its mouth and examine the
shore around it..."39

" He then continueinorthwards, the oxen falling continually into mole-holes
along the "vary toilsome sandy path" of 3 miles to "Hannibal's kraal, where
6 Captains were came together, msking in all 23 huts ", 40

"They let us see their cattle, which were few in number, and
for the most part cows. I asked them how it happened that they
had so little cattle, séeing that the Hon. Campany had never
bartered with them, whereat they informed me: that a certain
Freeman, generally called Dronke Gerrit was came to their kraal
a few years previously, accampanied by some others, and without
any parley fired on it fram all sides, chased out the Hottentots,
set fire to their huts, and tock away all their cattle, withcut
their knowing for what reason, since they had never harmed any
of the Dutch. By this thev lost everything they had, and were
compelled to betake themselves to the Dutch living further out,
and there steal cattle again, and, if they could get anything,
rob their compatricts... in additicn they are also plagued by
raids fram a Nation of Hottentots... to get food and meat for
their wives ﬁnd children (they) must daily fight against the
elephants."

The above cuotation throws light on the presence of Hottentots to the north
of the Verlorenvlei area; on the relations between the Hottentot groups
themselves and with the few Dutch colonists; on the presence of cattle since
the seventeenth century; and on the existence of elephants, as confirmed by
rock-paintings found in the hills alcng the southern bank of the river.

Fram the coast further north, Starrenburg notes: "...we could also see the
mouth of the large Quaecoma River in the distance", 425uggesting perhaps

that at this point in time the mouth of the river opened to the sea.

On his return journey, on Sunday, 15 November 1705, Starrenburg passes to
the east of the Piguetberg mountain, and describes the catchment area of
the Verlorenvlei river:

"...there are lovely cattle pastures, and the soil should grow
corn if it were manured: it is for the most part a light loam,
and the mountain is full of gqullies, from each of which flows

a little brocklet extending into the plain in its little valley,
where they all join together and form the beginning of the river
spoken of on Octcber the 23rd, which runs from the North corner
of this mountain, and after receiving on its way the water fram
several springs becames the large Quaecoma (Quaecomaas') river
of which we saw the mouth on the shore™ 43
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Starrenburg's observations suggest that pastoralism preceded the culti-
vation of wheat, which can be dated from the early eighteenth century,

according to the archival documents discussed in Chapter 2.

Johannes Tobias Rhenius left Cape Town on Friday, 15 September 1724, His
journal describes his passage through the Verlorenvlei area as follcws:
"Monday 25th...and passed the Rietvallei]j, a cattle station
presently a grant to the farmer, Andries Grove. Thence over
a toilsamne sand hill to the Verloren Vlei ('de Verlooren
Vallij') and there took up our station.
Tuesday 26th. Proceeded along the Verloren Vlei to the so-
called Caompany's Ford which we found to be 4 ft. deep: were
obliged therefore to unload our wagons and get our people to
carry part of our baggage across. Accomplished this about 2
o'clock in the afternoon when we got through this Vallij and
renained camping on the far side of the same.
Wednesday 27th. Ieft the vallij mentioned and advanced through
a kloof up a steep and toilscme sandy height and we were here

compelled to off-load part of ocur luggage because the draught
oxen could draw the wagons no farther. " 44

This trip, being made in the late winter and early spring, suggects a year
of good rainfall as the Verlorenvlei river at the Ford was 4 ft. deep.

On the return journey, Rhenius passed through the Verlorenvlei area on
Thursday 2 November, 1724:

"We went from the Oliphants Jagt to the Verloren Vallij. Here
there died one of the sick Hottentots and was buried after their
manner by his campanions.

Friday 3rd. Left this resting place and contirued our journey
onward to the Riet Vallij.“45

The Hottentot who died and was buried at Verlorenvlei was one of the two
who became ill on 28 August from the "sickness which raged among the
Amaquas"fl6 Rhenius arrived back in Cape Town on Saturday, 11 November 1724.

The following report of a confrontation between Hottentots and Bushmen in

the Verlorenvlei area was discovered by R. Ross in the Hague Archives,
translated, and sent to Prof. J. Parkington, who has provided it for in-
clusion in this report. The extract is fram the Resolutions of the Coun-
cil of policy, dated 19 May 1741. It indicates that corn or wheat was

being cultivated in the area by the Hottentots, as well as by the colonists
with the assistance of the Bushmen, and that cattle were being grazed, as
oonfirmed by archival documents relating to the loan places of the eighteenth
century:









Verlorenvieil scettlement had been develeoping at that period, he would have

comented upon it. The settlanzot can therefore be dated ag post 1774,
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On Paterson's second journey, fron 22 May 1778 to 20 Novanor J.?'/"B, he
L

pasgsed throveh the Verlorenvied area on 16 Novenbar, winlle s ofmws* d hound

, vihere we jtaved
I é’ i

"The fourtezd
211 night, at
wagaon, on the
with my co‘mr‘mmion,

7 ,\r\ xrq TN

towards the ,
the day in t 1is p ace, where T [ho**

variety of birds found in great & ce.
The next day we p on QuUr Jjourney; pasied place called

the Cro e, where ~g Valley joing the Venlore chley, and
both affwse a weftward direction. At noon we overtook the
waggon, and rcfled the afternmcon at the houfe of a Mr. Smith,
Towards the evering, Mr, Smith and I made & jhort excursion
towards the hill, arnd took each of us a gun. On ocur return we
J't*ot four large Flamingees, fron four to five and 7ix feet long.
We faw alfo the Yellow Snake, or Covra Capel." 53

Both Josias Engelbrecht's house at Berg Valley, and the house of a G. Suit
(Smith to Paterson?) at Droge Rijst Cloof, are shown on the historical map
from the Gordon Ccllecticn ¢l1790. Smith or Smit may be related to the Smit
family now owning part of the settlement farm and making up the settlement
community. 'The Croffe' and later ‘the Crois' and 'the Croife' is 'the
cross' or Het Kruis. While the above reference gives little detail about
the Verlorenvlei area, it is notewcrthy that the presence of flamincoes is

recorded, and that they are still visitors to the Verlorenvlei, being



sighted in 1979 and 1280, almost exactly two hundred years later.

s .,

Paterson also recordsithat zebrass inhabit the :» Piguet Berg, but not in

able numbers.

conside

Paterson kept a record of observations ou the thermoneter, winds and

weather during his sccond dourney, and these show, for the period during

which e passed through the Verlorenvlei zrvea from 15 to 17 Noverber, the

15th ves a cloudy day with thunder, then clearing: the l6th was a cloudy
. ) . i oy
dayv with smell in; and the 17th had heavy rain at 4 in the alterncor 25

The Verlorenvlel area is mentioned early on during Paterson's fourth

journey, vhich left Cape Town con 18 June 1779 and aririved back on 25
Decenber 1779, o the outward bound Jjourney:

"'1“ is day (t‘vﬂ 26 June 1779) we proceeded on cur Journay to
he Pic caue C Porg, and the next arrvived at the Crois, whare we

_/tay@d ] night.
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more accv tenxd to e ing the flood than our own., The river
was brozd, and in fwveral pl’* con the oxen were obliged to Jwim.
When we reached the oppofite fhore we directed ousr courje
northward, through a high & ;‘» y country, interperjed with
variety of Afpalathu)zs, Gnaphaliums, etc. At night we arri-
ved at the Lange Valley, at the houfe of Mrs. Low, an old French
weman, who had long lived in this part ofLw the country, ard was
porfeffed of nunerous herds of cattle... b

to 1“”(01("]“

It is extremely likely that the Mr. Gueff with whom Paterson stayed was
Andries Greef, and the houses of both 'Andr. CGreef' and 'Juff. Louw' are
shown on the historical map from the Gordon Collection. The mention of
Mrs. Low/Louw is important bacause of the fact that she is prcbably an
ancestor of the Louw family which is associated with ownership and usage
of the northern bank of the Verlorenvlei today. This reference is also
significant as it shows that 1779 was probably a year of good rainfall.
On the return journey, the area was passed on 8 Decerber 1779, but little

of note is recorded.



Ie Vaillant, as an ornithologist, provides many details concerning the
bird life, and regarded the Verlovenviei area as an crnithological para-
dise, Of hig visit during the period 1783-1785, he records:

"o othey advifed me to travel more to the fouth-wai%,
through Ve'*"]o;;r@«‘«h]ﬁy (loft~lake) , where, the
having s in this way, T jhould ne
fird a better fupply..." 57

"In two dayr T arrived in Verinore-Valey, wihich T found to

b2 an extenive lake, joparated from the fes by a narrow
boldcr of dy downs.

The lake and its ba \}\5 being covered with Dirds of every kind,
I flattered my/»lf I jhould fiud Jome for my collecticn that

world recovpan ;e me for the langth of the voad. In fact, I
fovr tharve not only all the birds that I had met with on
Green~River; ut alio the coot of Furope, dif @xent Ipecies of
grebes, particulerly that called by natuwralits the horned
grebe, and a particular ;jpecies of penguin, "58

Pty

"My vifit to Verloore Valey procured me great number of aouatic

iy

birds of different ;:1:)9(,1(%, and among thaa the purple callimile
which lS \/»w"y abundant there, and excellent food. I jr au_

Fwarns with all the wuterw-ic*ﬂlc that may be found
0T ;['f-.—zd herve and there cver the et of this part of *b'*
. Tt ds the only place fo*z: an ormitholegi/ ™ to fix his
~dence, viv would w in a fhort tims to }mxwure &
plete colleciion of ihe "f-focJLe\; ond jhore birde of A
T there obtaids al’io a besutif ocies of fmall oreite
falcon, that 1_'eods only on crabs ard £i70, which it catches
in the sane way as the orey, the bald-buzzard and the kite.

I Jpent eleven days on the borders of this lake, and collectsd
a hundred cnd thirt yvetwo Cpecimens of birds, large and mall.
o gnt ne more birds every day then [
coald tell how to di o of, and T had rnot the plesjure of
killing a Jingle onefiny/elf, jo fully was I ewployed in pie-
paring them. w59
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Willem ven Reenen passed through the Verlorenviei areaz at Het Kiruis on

22 Septevber 1791, Int no details are recorded in his journal.

Between about the 10 and 21 April 1797, Johnm Barrow made the following

obhservations:

"e united streamlets of water amcng these hills compose a shest
of considerable extent, called the Verlocren valley, or the Forlorn

St

lake. It had soe resenbleonce to the Knysna, near Plettenbera's bay
but was totally devoid of the appendages that bezautify the latter.

Instead of gresn knolls, skirted and cappad by forest trees, the
Forlorn lake was surrounded by barren mountains of sand, crowned
with masses of naked rock. The margin of the lake, however, was

Adls

belted with good ground and tolerably well inhabited. 60

The final centence of the ebove cuotation has implications for the growth
of rural scettlerwent at Verlorenvlei for it suggeste a fairly high agricul-~
tural potential for the areca in 1797, and an increase in colonizaticn

since the visit of Thunberg.

~

NMenry Tichtenstein did not actuaily visit the Verlorenvlel area in the
course of hig lravels during 1803--1806, but he does refer to it:

"The water that flows throoah the valley collects itself some
miles farther vestward towards the coast into a pretty large
lake which has the nave of the Lost-valley. In heavy rains this
lake enpties itself into the sea, but for the greater part of
the year the eveporation of the waters is as great as the flow
from the hills. "6l



Discus sion of early painting attributed to the area.

In an age before the advent of pholrgraphy, sket~hes and paintings are

j_ - } 1S

-

an important souwrce of inlormaticon for historical and erchitectural re-
search. In the case of the Verlorenvlel area, a drawing has been dig-
covered which has been czsoclated with the avea, but an atterpt to eg-
tablish thie ascociation has only increased the mystery and complexity

of the cciging of the drawing.

Attention wes dvawn by Dr. A. Smith of the Departieent of Archacolooy of

the University cf Cape Town, to the reproduction of this drawing, in tuo
editions of ihe letters of Lady Anne Darnard. The earlier reproduction
is of part of the original drawing only and appears in Dorothos Fair-
hridge's 1924 edition (figure L4 %2 The more recent reproduction is in
the 1973 edition by Dr. AM. Lewin-Robinson, and includes the entire
drawing (fiqucis )83 The capticn beneath the 1924 reproduction attri-
butes the diawing to "Verlooren Viel', vhile the caption to the 1973
repreduction  attributes it to 'Verloven Vallei, near Elands Bay'. The

drawing shows o house williin a landecare

Wiile the landsceps
setting could woll be in the Verlorenvlieil sroa, somz way inland fron the

sea, tha hioese is of a totally different neture from those found in the

are?, boino of a typical Cape Dutch style as opposed to the 'langhuis®

found in the Sardveld

Dr. Tewin-Robinson was contacted at the Scuth African Likvery, and ex—
plainod that because of the close fawily relationship between Lord Craw-
ford and Lady BAmne Barnard (neé¢ Lindsay) the original drawing is held in
the collection of Lord Crawfcord, Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, in
Scotland, the birthplace of Lady Anne. The illustrations for the 1873
edition were obtained fram photographs of this collection of drawings
taken by the publisher, Mr. Balkema. Details of the drawing appear in
a suwrvey by Professor D. Bax (1960)640f the most important drawings of
Cape architecture by Lady Anne in the possession of Lord Crawford. This
drawing, amongst nany others, was photographed for Professor Bax.0°
Expenses were paid from a research grant from the University of Cape Town,
and the photographs were exhibited in the Library of the University of
Cape Town on 10 April 1959, on the University's Comemoration Day.66 In
Prufessor Bax's survey, the drawing is listed as No. 31, and is described

as follows:
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"A Boors l¢3€“ﬁf;f neiderdble way uvp the country. 17%"x11"
Partly reproduced in ifa *Dpu”lue p.256,  The drawing
shows a lan59ca“: with favihwouse and Dlue sky. The lower part
formed by landscape and farmhouse consists of four torm pieces
pasted together again on a piece ¢f paper on which the sky is
painted. The dwelling strongly reserbles the farmhouse on
Camuel Daniell's aquat;nt plate 'A Boor's House' in his book

‘ enery and Animals (1804-5). But the landscape is
£ '(JIVFerCDLt See for matters of disagrecment: between
anlgll and Leady Amne @ A, Gordon-Brown, Pictorial Art in
South Mfrica during thres uries to 1875 (London 1952),
Pp. 1o ”CLXWHqJﬂfLxﬁ/PW”’Uﬂl,bb7erTI,“
Vcrlovpn Vallei,"67 :

The tear marks referred to by Professor Bax are clearly visible in the

A L2

1973 veproduction (figurel,5 ).

The identification of the house in the drawing as 'Werlioren Vallei' has

potential For confusion, as theve are two places of thal name in the

AT S

Cape. 'The one is the area whic ch is the subliect of this study, on the

Cape west coast. The other is in the Ceres/Touws River avea, and was

e v g _ yoq .68 .

originally called Verkeerde Valled ~ but is now known as Verloren Val—
. . 69

led. 1he Ceres Verloren Vallei house (ficurels) is in the nrocess of
being declared a National Monument on the hasis of architectural nerit.

as confirned by Mr. B. Bassett of {he Naticnal Moiuments Counoilfo

The Vernacular M-chitecture Society made a visit to the Ceres Verloren

s oA e -7
Vallei on 24 Septenber 1966, In his notes on thic house, Walton

(1976) mentions that the gable is dated 1827.72



Figure :16 Photograph: S. Sinclair
Verloren Vallei, Ceres (1980)

A personal visit was made to the Verloren Vallei house at Ceres, and it
was found that the mountains behind the house on Daniell's acuatint are
capped horizontally (figurel.7), while the mountains behind the Ceres
Verloren Vallei house show folds at an angle. The central front cable

cn the Daniell house is fairly elaborate and rounded at the top with a
single dormer window (figurel?), while the Verloren Vallei house has a
plainer, pcinted central front gable with a double dormer window (ficurel.
6). The front door and windows of the Daniell house appear narrow,

while the front door of the Verloren Vallei house is markedly wider,

with two outer double windows.
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A facsimile reprint of the acuatint by Samuel Daniell entitled "A Roor's
’ et

. N . /3 . e
" may be found in the South African Library, ~ and is rervoduced

House

in figurel7. In his intrcoduction to the facsimile collection, F.H. Brad-

$))

low explains the incident between Samuvel Daniell and Lady Arme Barnard,

{

~J
B

elluded to by Professor Bax, and aliso evplained by A. Gordon-Brown.

In his note tc the aguatint, Bradlow mentions Professor Bax's observation
on the similarity between Lady Amme Barnard's "A Boor's Plaace”

and Samuel Daniell’s "A Boor's House" , and his subseguent

conclusion that the drawing by Lady ZAnne probably represents Verloren
Vallei, Bradlow adds: “This housz is in the Ceres district ietween
Ceres and Toums River at the foot of the B{nteberg",75 and draws the
reader's attention to the monkey on a pole on the far right of Daniell's
aquatint. However, comparison between the Lady Anne drawing, the
Daniell acquatint, and the Verloren Vallei photograph shows that while
the first two are indeed similar, there are some notable points of dif-
ference between them and the Ceres Verloren Vallel house.
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A. Gordon-Brown (1952) gives both Iady Anre's and the opposing version
of the incident, as recordod by John Barrow. Lady Arne took Samazl

v - v 4
Dardell into her house as her protege, ané wrote to Lord Macartney on

16 October 1801:

"(Daniell) is stated to have been invited by me to stay with us
fcr the o%zpr 55 purposs of giving me an opportunity of robhing
him of hiec dyrawings, which it wag circulated in the Coffes-house
I had cone by availing myself of the )f“w:r my own house gave e

to steal them out of hig bod-chamber and that I meant to pubiish
them as my ovm on my raeturn to England. .. Mr, Daniell,; then

up the cowtry, who like a true menbar of that party, while
living in ny house in the most friendly c:"ﬁﬁ'df-‘-nhef had unknown
to me stolen fron my table where it lay, tha tracing or rather
scratch of a young Buck on the back of <m old letter, copy'd from
o€ chtch which he was doing beside me and which T thought resen
bled a "'tue favourite of mine that died while you were here -
which T>u< seing one of the *Native Animals® he and his friends
conceived it very heinous in me to have traced without asking
specific lezve, tho' he had the wnlinnited power over my portfolio, .,
and 1 over his, if there was anythisgy there I happensd to like...”’

According to John Barrow:

"An emdnorit artist of the name of Doniels (sic) had collected in
the course of a very long tour thro' the country, a L variety
of drawings from subjccts of natiwel history from which his g
pectations vere very great, on his d_‘mvail in England. Being
mach preseed by Barnard he becama thaiv guest, in this situation
he shortly discoverced that La:iy rnne had privately entered his
room, token of his drawings of figures, animals, etc., and
traced thom thro' the window - Some of these drawings he dis—
covered in her portfolio which he took out ard brought to me,
asking my advice how Lo proceed in a matter which he considered
of the first importance to him. The advice I gave him was
literally this - "Keep it a profound secret ... but go to Lady
Anne and find out to what extent she has robbed you - and insist
upon her giving them up". He did so - she confessed the fact -
was confounded, ashamed and burnt them all. (illegible) an enor-
mous amount, for she had been very industrious - bound him down
to secrecy, amnvd the next morning Barnard offered him a situation
of Pounds one hundred a year in the Secretary's office."78




Althougn Daniell may have travelled past the Ceres Verloren Vallei on
his "very long tomwr thro' the country", and on Nis second journey to-
wairds Plettenberg bay with Scnerville and Truter mention=d by Jorm

Baryrow, comparison botween his aquatint and the actual house irdicates

the unlikelihood that the aguetint represents the Ceres Verloren Valleil
hamestead.  Lady Znne may also have visited Verloren Vallei at Ceres

in the couarse of her trip from Swellendam to Saldanha Bay, but she tcoo
is unlikely to have drawn the house. The reasons for this conclusion
apply to the case of Daniell as well, for, as J. Walton has pointed out,

. 79 , .
the house at Ceres, Verloren Vallel is dated 1827, a ccnsiderable time

-

after Daniell's twe Jjourneys and Lady Auns's journsy to Seldanha Bay.

The title to Lady Anne's original drawing describes the house as being
"a considerable way up the country", which might be taken in colloguial
tornns to mean up the Cape west coast. Howaver, Lady Anne, in her
letter to locd Macartney, refers to Danicil as being “up the country"
when he is away on his trip to Plettenberg Bay.  As the phrase is also
applicd loosely in modern conwersation, it cannot be veaed as a basis for

identifying the lozation of the house.

The question now rauwains as to whether either Lady Anne or Daniell had
occasion to visit Verlorenvlei on the west coast. No eviderce has been
found for Daaiell having made cuch a trip, while Lady Anne herself appears
not to have travelled north of Saldanha Bay.  But her husband, Andrew
Barnard, did visit the Verlorenvlei area, under most amusing circumstances.
His account of thie visit appears in the Fairbridge 1924 edition of letters
and was located by Dr, A. Smith. In a letter dated 25 Decemder 18CO,
Andrew Barnard writes to the Earl of Macartney:

"I am going to-morrow on an Ixpedition in quest of Coal. I have
got a pradigious fine specimen of some, which is said to be found
at a place called Verloorn Valley, one day's journey beyond St.
Helena Bay, and abcut six miles from the Sea. Mr, Kirsten was
the Person that gave me the Sample of the Coal; but as he is not
always to be trusted, I have determined to ascertain the point
myself, and altho' it is a bad season to travel in, yet as it

is a matter of such consequerice to the Colony, I am resolvead

to lose no time in finding it if possible. I shall take him with
me, and if I find that he has made me go on a Fool's errand, T



shall bz tempted to break his Bones, in order to 1nake him tell
the truth in future - at least to me."®

On 12 Janvary 1801, Andrew Barnard reports the results of his expedition

to the Verloranwlel srea:

"...T have failed in the Search I went to make at Verioorn Valley
for Coal, and at the same time to tell you that the Specimen T
sent. you is excellent Newcastle. The fact is that about twelve
months ago a Waggon that had same Ceals in it for a Smith that
lived within a Mile of the place where Mr. Kirsten supposed that
Coal was to be found, was by Accidert overturned in the Night,
and a quantity of the Coals were spilt upon the Spot where he
f@xﬂihﬂlmth&>ﬂom,ahmwmﬁ<mdLuiyymﬁbfmmLME
High Road, which made Kirsten certain that they could not get
there by chance, and he never gave himself any further trouble
in exemining the Cround where he found them, but came up Post
haste to acquaint Sir Gworgc with the great Discovery he had
made. T had a most Broiling Journey of twelve days. I am howr-
ever not the worse for it, and upon the whole I am rather glad
than sorry that I wag in some degree forced to make it, as I
have seen a part of the Country not often visited,..." 81

While the landscape in the2 Samvel Daniell aquatint is definitely not that
of the Verlorenvlei area on the Cape west coast, the landsczpz in the

Lady Anne drawving bears a distinct resemblance to a part of the area
inland (figure 1.5 ) where her bushand must have made his "Broiling Journey™
in search of coal. A house stands in this part of the area, in a similar
relation to the setting as the house in the drawing. This house is
Klaarefontein, one of the oldest houses in the area.  Although the exact
date of the house is not known, the farm was first granted as a loanplace
in 1727, and the house is more than 200 years old. It is shown on the
map from the Cape Archives (figure 2.1). There is a slight hill be-

hind Klaarefontein, though not as high as the hill behind the house in

the drawing. The clunp of trees to the left of the middle of the drawing
is paralleled by the clump of trees that grows between Klaarefontein and
the vlei. The vlei is depicted in a similar position in relation to the
house in the drawing as it is to the actual house, although the vlei con-
tains more water in the drawing. The topography of the hills on the
opposite bank of the vlei is almost the same in the drawing as in the
actual area, although the actual are neither as high nor as mountainous.
The presence of the slaves in the drawing could be connected with the fruar
slaves known to be on Klaarefontein farm fram the mid-eighteenth century,
when it was used as a loanplace by Ardries Stephanus Gauche (Gous), as de-
scribed by W. Burger (1975):



" .Pieter ven Asch, bestuurder van Klaarfontein en Pistersforitein;
Francois, 'n smid van die plaas -~ die murasie ven die smidswinkel
word nog aangewys; Hendriks Pleters, Gie tuinier wat die akkerbome
daar sou geplant het — Pietersfontein heet na hom, en Namakwa, 'n
skaapwagter wat van 'n krans teen Namakwaskop af doodgeval het,
toe die sweepriem waaraan hy hom laat afsak het om heuning uit te
haal, gebreek het. Hy 1€ daar onder in die kloof onder 'n klip-
stapel begrawe." 8%

The presence of a smithy on Klaarefontein also coincides with the fact
that the coal that sent Andrew Barnard on his wild goose chase was des-

e N i .
tined for "a Smith" in the area, unless Barnard was anglicizing the name, Tamitt .

At first glance, Klaarefontein is very different fraom the house in the
drawing. However, Klaarefontein is probably the cnly house that could
be considered for such a camparison, being a-typical of the Verlorenvlei
houses in having a strange front gable, undecorated and roughly edged
(figure 1.9). while the present Klaarefontein resembles the house in
the drawing only bezcause of its situation and setting, there is mmich

cvidence that the present house is a result of conziderable modificaticn.

Other interesting details about Klaarefontein ware provided Ly Mr.
Johannes I.ouw. The oatbuilding originally housed a horsemmilfgiwhich
gradually fell into disuse and was dismantled, the parts being used for
other purposes. On the slope below the house, near a planted palm tree,;
is evidence of what he feels must have been a water-mill, the wheel being
turned by water ruming down the small valley to the west of the house,
from & dam constiructed above the house level.  Although there is no
watercourse in the valley at present, a spring and a rivulet are indi-
cated on early maps of the areﬁ%itogether with a homestead.

Both water- and horse-mnill would have been used to grind wheat.

Although it would appear that Klaarefontein has been subjected to con-
siderable modification, this is no proof that it originally resembled the
house in the drawing, with its elaborate gakles and imposing Cape Dutch
style. Many questions surround the drawing, and none of them can be
answered until more conclusive evidence is unearthed. If the drawing
were done by Lady Anne Barnard, and based ocn a sketch of the area around
Klaarefontein brought back with her husband from his expedition to the
Verlorenvlei area, it is possible that the house could have been drawn
fram the artist's experience of southern Cape houses rather than depic-
ting the actual house at that time (1800). It is also possible that
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the oricinal house could have been more elaborately decorated than it is
today, but with the lack of craf‘tmanshi.p and materials in the area, the
elaborateness would have deteriorated and been gradually renoved, to be
replaced by a more appropriate style using local building materials and
methods.  This possibility is suggested by Burger:

"Immers, in weerwil van hulle isolasie, ten spyte van die groot at-
stand van kerk en skool, en nieteenstaande die afwesigheid ven die
meeste beskawingsmiddele, het hierdie skyribaar so tras mense nie
alleen hulle taal en gOOchQIS in ere gehou nie, maar selfs die ou
boucfyl waarvan hulle in die Kaap gewoon geraszk het, in die wilder-
nis bly beocefen. Vir 'n luiaard sou dit baie minder inspanning
gekos het om 'n pondok te Lou. Maar sodra hulle gevestlg was, het
hulle op verskeie plase in cns distrik huise gebou wat van 'n sin
vir styl- die ou Hollandse styl - getuig: op Klein Vollvlei, Suur-
fontein, Southkloof, Winkelrhoek, so ver as Goergap en Klaarfontein
langs die VeIlOVGJLel..." 05

If the link between Lady Anne Bavnard, the drawing, the Verlorenvlei area,
and Klaarceforitein could be firmly established, the historical and archi-
tectural value of the area and of Klaarefontein would be consicerably
increased,; and hence their conservation potential. It is probable that
on such grounds the house could be congidered by the National Monutents

Commission for classification as a National Monument,
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The Verlorenvlieil area in the twentieth century

Of anecdctal interest in the recnrd of early travellers in the Verloren-
vlei area is the expadition undertaken by four young ladies, three of

them teachers,fram Redelinghuis to Elandsbaai in August 1928,

"Cns Uitstappie na Elandshaai

Nieteenstaande alle waarcskuwings en yesegdes cdat ons dit nooit
sou kon doen nie, het ons vier, namelik Mej. J. Kotze, Mej. A.
van Lill, Mej. M. du Toit cn Mej. B, Gerrytz, Vrydag naniddag
ons stappie begin na Dlandsbaai.

Die paar dingetjies wat. ons wou meeneem, het ons in ‘rugs',
agter ons rugte vas gegespe.

Om drie uvur die namiddag is one by Redelinghuys weg. Toe ons
reeds klaar staan om te vertrek was daar neg party wat ons wou
probeer afraai, maar nee ons wou self gaan uitvind of ons dit
kon doen.

Dit het ons net drie en 'n kwart wir geneem am by Uithoek,
die plaas van Mnr. P. von Lutzenburg te kom, waar ons dan ook
die nag ocrgebly het. Moeg was ons glad nie, want die aand
het cns nog lekler om die vour sit gesels,

Die volgende more vroeg is ons weer daarvandaan, en na twee

en 'n kwart vy was ons in Elandsbazi. Daar gekom, het ons

net ons pakke afgenaal, baaiklere aangetrek en is weg see toe.
Pie hele agtermiddag het ons daar rondgestap en Kiekies geneemn...

Sondagmore nog voor ag is ong weer daar weg en na 'n goeie loop
van twee uur, vyl minute was ons weer by Uithoek. Namiddag
omtrent twee uur is ons daar weg en nog voor scnonder het ons
Redelinghuys ingekom.

Waarlik ons het ons stappie geniet. Die weer was bale gunstig.
Die Verloren Vleil is nou vol en lyk pragtig. Sondagmiddag het

ons nog die kans gehad au met die skuit op die water by Uithoek
te gaan.

Wat-ons uitstappie nog aangenamer gemaak het, was die gasvryheid
en vriendelikheid van die mense by wie ons gekam het...’

Ons voete het wel 'n paar blasies opgekom, maar 'wat bang' so gou
as die gesond is, sal ons enige tyd weer so 'n toertjie onderneem."

85
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Also of interest is the description of the Verlorenvleil area in a chapter

entitled "The Lost Viei" in a book by Lawrence Green (1948 ):

"The vlei should really be seen in winter, when the reeds are green
and weaver birds manosuvre round their nests. Then the water flows
down the length of the valley and breaks through the blind mouth to
join the South Atlantic. Yet even in summer the scene is not with-
out beauty. The people of the Tost Valley' prefer to build home-
steads of the old type; thatch and gables, clay ovens ard white-
washed walls are more prominent than corrugated iron. For miles
the road is lined with gardens. Palms and punpkins, even bananas
may be seen growing. I noticed more turkeys in a day than I had
seen for years.

Carp exist in the muddy poole during the summer, and flourish in
winter when the vlel becomes a wide expanse for miles.  You ob~
serve the first boats not long after leaving Redelinghuis. Birds
and men must feast on fish when the vlei is full. Flamingces find
sanctuary there. Long~billed hcrons nest in the reed-hbeds. Cranes
and golden cuckoos, gay sugar birds and finches give life and
colour to the 'Lost Valley'.

You nust go on foot to Baboon Point along the hard beach, past the
sard~blocked vlei mouth, over rocks and dunes. 1T saw the little
passage in the reef where the fishermen haul their boats on shcre.
This is safe when southerly winds blow; but at other times the
daring fishermen run for a little nook on Baboon Point itself.
Waiting for the right moment, bcoat after boat races for a slcping,
sea-washad boulder. The boatb are hauled up on to the granite,
and the catches landed. Lives have Ixen lost on this dangerous
point. About thirty boats, worked by eighty men (who combine
fishing with farming), venture out from Eland's Bay. They supply
the whole valley with snoek in the season. Crawfish are caught
and loaded into motor-cutters fram St. Helena Bay and Lambert BRay.' 187
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CHAPTER 2

Land usage and settlement in the Verlorenvlei area in

the eighteenth century.
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Introductory discussion of archival research into

Maps and Loan Place documents.

In order to conduct any archival research into the historical details of
the Verlorenvlei area, it is essential tc know under which district the
area fell at each change of colonial control.  For this purpose,

BSeseken (1948) is a useful reference.

In 1750, Verlorenvlel fell clearly into the District of Stellenbosch
(Bleseken, map 55). At the end of the eighteenth century, Jjust before
the period of the Batavian Republic, it was still within the District of
Stellenbosch (B8eseken, map 56), but during the Batavian Republic (1.803-
1806) it was on the boundaries of the Districts of Stellenbosch and
Tulbagh, though probably still regarded as within Stellenbosch (Bdese~
ken, map 57). In 1814, it was clearly within the District of Tulbach
(Bbeseken, map 58), but by 1826 it had heen changed again to the District
of Worcester (Bbeseken, map 59, on which Verlorenvlei is actually marked
because of its proximity to the boundary between the Districts of Wor-
cester and the Cape). 1In 1835, Verlorawlel fell within the Cape Dis~

trict (indicated in Bbescken, map 62).

Burger (1975), in discussing the area of Piquetberg, which he regards as
stretching a few kilanetres north of Elandsbaai, analyses the situation

with slight differences:

"Janaf 1750 ongeveer was hierdie area deel van die distrik Stellen-
bosch wat gestrek het van Kaap 1' Agulhas tot die mond van die Oli-
fantsrivier met die Kaapse Distrik en Swellendam aan weerskante.
Van 1801 tot 1814 val dit binne die distrik Tulbagh; van 1814

tot ongeveer 1826 in Worcester; van hierdie datum tot 1855 is dit
deel van Swartland en daarna word dit 'n distrik in sy eie reg

soos dit ongeveer vandag is, met die verskil dat Porterville vanaf
1949 en Velddrif vanaf 1960 deur hulle eie landdroste bedien word."

The analysis of Theal (1840)% however, agrees with that of B¥eseken(1948):

1790 - Stellenbosch

1800 - Stellenbosch

1805 - Border Stellenbosch and Tulbagh, probably Stellenbosch.

1814 -~ Tulbagh

1826 - Worcester (Verlorenvlei is actually indicated on the 1826
map) .
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During the period when the Verlorenylei area fell within the District of
Stellenbosch, it was included within the Drakenstein subdivision of out-~

lying areas rather than in the Stellenbosch subdivision3

The archival records which have provided evidence relevant to this study

are :

~Map collections (indexed by place names)

-~ Photographic collections (indexed by persons' and place nanes
(Ellictt, A.G., Jeffreys, and - as well as subject categories)

Vernacular Architecture

Society coilecticns)

—Surveyor-General records of loan (indexed by persons' and farm names)

places

Further archival research must be conducted in the following document
collections, before a complete history of the Verlorenvlei settlement can
be undertakens

Wills

Inventories

Auction lists

Slave office lists

Tax lists ('opgawes')

Bankruptcy lists

Magistrate records of court cases

Journals and Dagregisters

The index to the map collections was consulted according to the adminis-—
trative districts into which the Verlorenvlei area fell at different
pericds. A list of approximately 100 maps was compiled, in numerical

sequence of map reference number, and each map on the list examined.

The records of loan place allocations are held in the Cape Archives in
large bound volumes entitled Oude Wildschutte Boeke. The records may be
indexed by farm names or by persons' names, both of which are spelt in a

variety of ways in the original documents, so that the records concerning

a particular farm or a particular person may appear scattered in different
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places in the index files. In some cases, the details of the alloca~
tions, such as situation of the loan place and date of allocation, may
be given on the index card. In other cases, only the date and volume

reference number are given.

The volume reference nurber is ligted in the irdex with the alphabetical
prefix 5G, the lettere being an abbreviation for ‘'Surveyor-General' .
However, when a volume is requested for exemination, the prefix RLR
must be used, indicating 'Receiver of Land Revenue'. 'The index card
gives the page number of the relevent document in the volume, but as
the documents have bzen rebound, the page number on the index card is
the old SG number, which has been deleted on the document and replaced
by a new RLR page number. The document also has a folio number which
was vused to indicate the original order of arrangement of the records.
Fach document can therefore be referenced by the original folio nurber,
the old SG page muber, and the new RIR page number. The tracing of
successive allocations is made move difficult by the fact that at the
end of a docunent, if notice of vacation of the loan place is recorded,
and the reallocation noted, the reference is given to the folio number
in the original order of arrangement, and as this order no longer exists,

successions st be establisned by persons’ names and dates.

Tracing of successive allocations is further complicated by the fact

that the loan places are often not given names, and their location is
described in vague, broad terms. While various spellings of the farm
name 'Verloren Valley' have been used to identify the loan place records
in the Verlorenvlei area, it is difficult to establish exactly which loan
place or loan places comprise what is now the portion of the farm where
the settlement is situated. In same cases, exceptional notes written

on the documents, in addition to the standard format for allocation,
provide a clue to the location of the loan place. All documents listed
in the index under the name of 'Verloren Valley' have been examined in
detail. They are written in Dutch, ard are difficult to read because

of peculiarities of handwriting and spelling, and because of the fading
of the script. Some of the references listed under the name of the farm
appear not to refer to the area which is the subject of this study at all,
while additicnal references have been traced which do not appear in the

index. In research into loan place allocation, therefore, the index



files must be regarded as a starting-point only. It would bs possible
to say that a camplete search had heen made only if 2ll the hound
volumes ware examined systematically, an enormous task of forbidding
proportions, anda too time-consunring to be feasible. The record of
loan place allcceotions wihich Lollows is thevefore as conplete as the

above difiicultics and constraints have allowsed,



Loan places as an early form of land tenure.

Duly {1968) defines < loan place as:

"a farm or grazing vtatl(\n of approximately 3 000 morgen (6 O
acres or 9 square milesj?hicld under a one-year lease, which :
automatically renewed. Used by the Dutch as their chief terure
at the Cape, the loan place tenure becsme so encrusted with cus-
tan that it becare a secure and permanent tenure for the lezsee.

)

Both Botha (1526)° ®and DU’ ly (1968) stress the importance of water in the

selecticon of lecan vlace sitas "Since water was the first necessity of
1z -t

Py

life, the loan ferms were often placed avound sorings and water holes
. i

and thus provided a necessary monopoly to their holders w7 Theoretically,
the holder of a loan place had no title to the land and could not sell
or beqgqueath it; but any buildings (fopstal') that were erected could be

sold on ].I‘f’;‘%(ifjf—:a thed.

Duly describes the system of loan places as "a fairm of legalized
squatting

"No attanpt was made to provide wniform blocke of land or W
kecp lcan fdrms contignous with one another. Sone stietcl
out along a water course, while othars stretched out in all
dir ‘CLJOD‘ The goverrment's wiemiliarity with the districts
and the terrain resulted in its acceptance of the Rocrs'
asewrances that their losn © rjs did not exceed three thousand
moraan, But a Joan place b lder had little reason not Lo use
any neighbouring unoccupied lard. ... The loan places, rathe
than being propeily constituted farms, were chiefly ostabljch»ﬂ
centers of grazing life in the interior. They were the more
fixad points in a constantly moving society that lacked govein-—
rnental direction. There is every reason to assume that any
applicant had alrecady tested its soill and grass and was living
on the land before he asked for government aporoval., In some
sections of the colony, a grazierhad to have two or more farms
to provide for his herds, and the government allowed him to
hold as many faims as he wished."

iar O




The allocation and usage of loan places

in the Verlorenvlol area.

Burger (1975) describes the method of determining a lcan place. He also
points out that the granting of loen places in the vicinity of the Piquet-
berg coincides with the 95 % reducticn of the Hottentot population by the

1713 smallpox epidemic and the consequent reduction of stock-theft.

"Na die ramp van die esrste pokke-epiderie (1713) was die weerlose

Hottentotte in alle geval geen bedraiging mecr nie en was die deur
na die landstreek om die Piketbergs en na die binneland wawyd ope.

Van ongeveer hierdie datum af deur die 18de esu heen dateer dan

ook die uitgifte van dic leningsplase in hierdie owewing., As 'n
veeboer walt met sy vee in die area vertoef 'n geskikte watterryke
plek tefkam, gasn hy Kaap tos, doen aansoek om 'n lisensie en kry

'n sertifikaat - asnvanklik vry, later (1714) vir ¢ riksdalers o
(R3,00) vir ‘' halfiasr of 12 riksdalers per Jaar en nog later (1732)°
24 riksdalers, keer na die plek van sy keuse terug, en nits niemand
dearop sansprasl maak nie; ry hy van die middelpunt af 'n halfuuar

te pexd (op 'n stap) in verskeie rigtings, stol bekens op en;
sicdasr, hy basit 'n plaas van meer as 3 000 novg. By nmag dit be-
woon of bewzi co lank hy sy jaarlik AR
andars word it aan 'n ender appzli y

vaste eliend ] t die staat, wat die plaay

'rexognisie~gelde' bat

LCL
. Indien hy in
1

€3 e e

CUSBEN

an daarcp opJerig het, n
coreties wog terugnesn, volgens die reg ven resurpsie, die geskette
waarae dearvayi asn die ou huurder uitietaal.

Ons weet dat Coewernewr WA, van der Stel die vryburgers ook in 1700

aangeredig het om vesbosre te word en hulie het gretig van die ver-
gunniro gebruilk ganaak: teen 1717 word reeds die voorste plase asn

die Verloren Vallei uitgegee." 1O

Botha (1926) cites the names of a number of faims vhich appear in
the Wildschut Boek or Ordommantie Boek arrd which still exist today, more
than two centuries later.Jl Included amongst the farms in the Piquetberg
area are Verloren Vallei, ths year of permit being given as 1723, and
Klaarefontein, the permit-year being listed as 172'}’.]'2
Four majin series of loan place allocations have been traced in the course
of this study, the loan places being described as:

- aan de hoek van de verloore valleij

~ de verloore valleij na de kand van de lange valley

~ aan de verlore valleij agter de picquet berg

- in de verlore valleij aan de zeekant tuffchen de Piqust bergen

en de Oliphants rivier.



The four series cover thirty to sixty yvear pericds, and serve to fill in
the record of land usage prior to 1785, when the Dritish abamicned the
system of loan places in favour of perpstual cuitrent tenvre. The
record of loan place allocatioretherefore describes usage and ownership
of land in the Verlorenwlel asrea and on the site of the Verlorenvilei

settlament while the Cape was under Dutch control.

The nanes of the persons to whom the loan places were allocated give sone
idea of the nationalities associated with early usage of the land, the
majority keing Dutch, with a few holders of German and French origin.
Scrme of the holders of the loan places can be said with certainty not to
have lived in the area, as they are known to have had considerable hol-
dings of land throuchout the Caps, and to have lived closer to Cape Town
in fairly wealthy and comforteble circumstances. However, on isclated
docunents theve are references to an 'opstal' or building on the loan
place, end the transfor of cwnership of the ‘opstal' is recorded, for
althoush the land could nol e bought, sold or inherited, the building
could bz iransferred and the original ouner compensated, Sueh references
are vital ac they covld provide positive evidence rof the beginning of
rwral cottlewent in the Verlorenvlel area, and more specifically, on the

Verloronviel form,

Every coounent parteaining to the Verlorenvlel area contains two basic
conditions of allocation which indicate the predominant forms of land
usace in the eighteenth century. The loan places are granted to their
holders for the purpose of grazing animals, probably cattle. The actual
phrase is: "met sijn vee te mocgen blijven leggen en wijden". In the
card index to loan places, 'vee' is translated as 'sheep', bult the more
correct translation is prcokably ‘'cattle' ?‘3 The fact that the Verlcrenvlei
area haé been subject to grazing from the early eighteenth century is
borne cut by the severe environmental degradation that can be observed

around the settlement at present.

The second cordition of allocation was the stipulation that the holders

of the loan places should deliver a tithe of one tenth of their annual
wheat harvest to the Dutch East India Company. The spelling of the actual
phrase varies fram one document to the next, but is usually "de thiende
van't aldaar t'cegste Coorn". The word 'oegste' is related to the Afri-

kaans 'oes', meaning 'harvest', while 'Coorn' can be translated as 'wheat',
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the full phrase meaning, ‘a tenth of the harvested wheat'. This condi-
tion of allocation is not found in all loan place docurents as a standard
stipulation, but only in those docuarents pasrtaining to areas in which
wheat was cult:i_va’vced.J’4 Ite inclusion indicates that there were estab-
lished wheat fields prior to the dates of the allocations, the earliest
traced thus far being dated 1730, Forther research in the tax lists

or 'opgawes' would reveal how much wheat was sown in the area in relation

to the amount produced 12

Most of the loan place documents examined for the pariod 1720-1784 were
indicated as pertaining to the district of Stellenbosch, in confirnation
of the analyses used as guidelines for archival research.

The first loan place, "aan de hoek van de verloore valleij", may be indi--

cated on the historical map from the Gordon collection 01790}6Mhich shows
a builaing on the site of the present settlement, and has the words
Verloren Valey hoek' written in the clear area representing the sea, just
cif the point now called Baboon Toint. There is a note on the loan
place docurent roeferring to an 'opstal' which was sold in approxirmately
1750, and may have been built in the period 1740-1750. If this loan place
is equivalent: to the site of the present Verlorenvlei settlement, the
record of human rural setilement can be dated at approximately 240 years

bafore present.

The first allocation of this loan place was to "den Landbouwer Gorrit Mos "
in May 1731.17 The location is described as being "aan de hoek van de
Vloorene Valley", the name being difficult to decipher. The allocation

s renewed in 1732, 1733, 1734, 1735, 1736, 1737 and 1738. However, in
the notice of vacation on 21 October 1740 an interesting reason for vaca-
tion is given: "veeplaats door hem... word verlaaten... uit hoofde den
moedwil van de bosjesman hottentots gedurende dien tyd...". The holders
of loan places were often forced to leave because of the stealing of

their cattle. According to de Villiers (lSGGﬂngerrit Mos was from
Amsterdam, married Elizabeth Uys in 1722, and had his last child in 1747.

On 22 October 1740, the loan place was allocated to "den Landbouwer Michiel
de CGroot", and was renewed annually from 1741 to 175012 A note indicates
that an 'opstal' was sold from a deceased estate to "den burger Lieute-

nant Jacobus Cuijlets". The date of vacation of the loan place was
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1 Jarwary 1750. Michiel de Croot cannot be traced in de Villiers,
but Hoge (1958 ) refers to Michiel Grosz as being the same man, who
arrived in the Cape in 1727 as a soldier from Germany, became the

superintendent at Vissershck, and married Geesje Piepers, the widow

.,
of Mam van Dyck.”©

On 10 Septenber 1751, the records transfer the loan place to "den burger
Lieut Jaccbte Cuijlets":LLOn 14 Novemier 1753, notice was given by
Tobias Jan de Vlamingh, "lasthebbende™ of Cuiilets, to the effect that

the loan place was being vacated.

The last direct reference to this loan place is its allocation on 14
November 1753 to "den Landbouwer Gerrit Kloete", the swmame being
deleted and replaced with "Cloete" 22 A renewal was made in 1754, and
the vacation notification was made by "burger Hendrik Kruger Jacobsz:
als lasthebbende van den landbouwer gerrit Cloete Jacchsz'", the'Jacobsz™
in both names meaning 'Jacobs zoon' o "Jacch's son'. Although not
directly stated, it is possible that the Joan place was then taken over
by Hendrik Xruger Jacobsz. It is likely that this was the save Hendrik
Kruger/Cruger/Kriger who was a member of Hop's expedition up the Cape

west coast, and is describad by Mossop (1947) as being:

"...the gixth child (fourth son) of Jacob Cruger of Berlin and of
Sadenbeck in CGermany and Johamna Kenp, spinster, born at the Cape
of Good Hope.  Hig parents were the stamvader and stamioeder (the
fourders) of that Kruger family into which, {ive generations
later, in 1825, Paul Kruger, who became the Precident of the South
African Republic, was born.. ..

.« .« Six years after their marriage the younger sister of
Francina Cloete - Maria Margaretha - married young Jacobus Coetsce
Jansen who was about to obtain a grant near Piketberg." 23

Burger (1975) describes Gerrit Cloete, "skoonvader van Jacobus Coetzee
en Hendrik Kruger", as "huurder van Verlore Vlei en Grootdrift,...opsiener

oor die kuddes van sy skoonseuns." 24

If the loan place, "aan de hoek van de Verloore Valley", is the site
of the present Verlorenvlei settlement, it can be established that

usage of the site was linked with members of the Kruger family.
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The secord loan place for which a series of documents has been found is
described as "de verloore vallei] na de kand van de lange valley". On
1 Septamber 1730, the loan place was allcocated to the "landbouwer
Johannes Niél", and renewed in 1731, 1732, 1733, 1724 and 1735 E;k) in
September 1736, the "Lardbouwer Ockert Schallwyk,” who had married the
widow of Johezrmes Niél (Yals in Huwelijk hebbende de 7ed® van Joh®®

Ni&l") gave notice of vacation.

On 11 Scptember 1736, Jan Coetze took over the use of the loan placs,
and one renewal is recorded in 1751,26 On 10 February 1756, notice of
vacation was given by Coetze's widow, Anne Elizabeth Pal.

The father of Johamnes Coetse, and the grandfather of Jacobus Coetse,
Jansz: was Dirk Coetse (or Coetzee) who arrived at the Cape in 1679,

was granted Coetsenberg in 1682 by Simon van der Stel and who marrvied
Sara van der Schulpfz/A note at the end of the loan place allocation in-

dicates that the loan place was next taken cver by Jacob Costzee Jansz.

The actual allcocation to Jacch Costzéd Jansz is dated 10 February 1756, 28

Mossop (1947 ) provides the following information about Jacob or Jacobus, wio
five years later was granted rights to Klipfontein, the present site of
Aurora:

"In 1754 he married Maria Margaretha Cloete, daughter of Gerrit

Cloete d'cude and Hubrecht Slabbert, and thereby became a rela-

tion by marriage of Hendrik Kruger. . . .

. . .« .Coetse during his lifetime appears to have claimed
only to be the first European to have penetrated far beyond the

CGreat (Orange) River... It is however improbable that he was the
first to cross it or trade beyond it.29°

The loan place "aan de Verloore Valleij na dé kant van de Lange Valleij",
which he tbok over from his mother, was vacated on 7 February 1764, and
reallocated to Dirk Jaccbus Coetzee, his son3C From 23 April 1763 to at
least 1775, Dirk Jacobus Coetzee also had use of the loan place, "in de
verlore vallei] aan den Seekant tuffchen de Piquet bergen en d'oliphants
rivier/: zynde verlatene plaats van den meede landbouwer Gerrit Coetzee
Jacobusz: /", as.willvbe rioted in the discussion of that loan place. The
loan place presently under discussion was renewed in 1765, 1769 and 1770.

It was vacated on 24 September 1771.



On the same date, the loan place was allocated to Jan Jurgen Kotzeé,

- . 2 e < .
"Landbouwer” like those bafore him.?lalso known as Jurgen Coetsee, but
more correctly as Jan Jurgen Kotze, he was another member of the Hop

expadition. According to Mossop (1847 ), he was:

* ..the fifth child and fourth son of Dirk Kotze and Maria
Magdalena Carstens. Descended from Jan Kotze of Konigstein,

vho arrived at the Cape in 1691, he was not related to Jacobus
Coetse, Jansz:

Tor seven or eight years he rented the grazing righis of 'Verloren
vValleij this side of the Lange Velleij', beyond the ®iket Mountains,
a farm he nmust have had the opportunity to see when he was with
Hendrik Hop."32

Burger (1975) mentions that: "J.J. Kotze 'n plaas langs Verlore Vlei aange-
33 . . . . . .
skaf het", and that he also held rights to Langrietvlei on the Berg river

at the time of the Hop expedition, 1761-2.

Jan Jurgen Kotzé vacated the loan place on 21 March 1781, after rencwals
in 1774, 1777, 1779 and 178C. 1In 1781, on the same date, it was alloca-
ted to "den landbouwer Johannes van Nieuwkerken Hendrikszoon"?4 On 20

April 1785, nolice of vacation was given by Willem Vouter Venter. A note
at the end of the docunent indicates that the loan place was re-allocated
_but not to whom, and gives as a reference 27 ord. boek fol. 4 {or 672).

Subsequent allocations could not be traced using either the reference cr

the name of Venter.

The third loan place for which a series of successive allocaticns has

been traced is described as being "aan de verlcre valleij agter de

picquet berg". Andries Greef was one of the users of the loan place,

and the historical map from the Gordon Collection c1790 (figure 2.2)
indicates a building with the name 'Andr. Greef' at the point where the
coastal lake is shown as narrowing down to a river, but before 'het Kruys',
~also shown on the map. This building on the map could indicate the
position of the loan place in question, although Greef did use other

loan places in the area. These were not listed in the index urder

'Werloren Valleij', but were discovered in the course of research.

According to Burger (1975) Andries Greef had three loan places ''langs Ver-

lore Vlei".35
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The first ailocation which has been traced was made to "den landbouwer
Johannes Hend. Blanckenberg! on what appears to be 27 Decearber 173C%} 1t
was reneved annually in the ;ériod 1732 - 1750, except for the years
1738, 1740 ard 1744, No notice of vacation is given on this document,
but on a supplementary document issued on what appears to be the 27
October 17367 the years of renewal are given as 1750 and 1751, with
nctice of vacaticn on 14 Decenber 1752. Notice of vacation is given by
"Jen Burger Raad Johannes Hendricus Blankenberg". A further note indi-
cates that the loan place was then allocated to "den Burger Cornet Petrus
Michiel Fksteer..' Blanckenbera was President of the Orphan Chamber, a man
of great property and wealth as may be seen from the detailed inventory?8
and owning many farms, It is conseguently unlikely that be lived on the

loan place‘:}9

The next user, Petrus Michiel Eksteen, is recorded as taking over the
loan place on 15 December 175229 1t was renewed in 1755, 1762, 1768
and 1769, with notice of vacation on 26 August 1773. This notice was
giyven by "den landbouwer Andries Greef,; als lasthebbende van den oud-
burgerraad Petrus Michiel Eksteen". Eksteen, who married Sophia Cloete,
was also a moneved man with many farms, and probably did not live on

the locan place?l'

The document allocating the loan place to Andries CGreef is dated 26
August 1773, and describes him as "den Tandb" 42 Ahove this is an in-
sertion which is difficult to decipher but appears to refer to a
'David Kriel'. The loan place is described as "op de plaats ¢énk (sic)
de verloocre Valleij agter de pigquet berg", with the 'gent' deleted.
Bccording to de Villiers (19656 ) Greef was born in 1732, and is
thought to have married Hester van Zyl.43 In 1777 arrears were paid
by Jurgen Prins on behalf of Greef and by Greef himself. In 1779,
it was renewed by "Prins... als lasthebbende”. It was renewed sub—
sequently in 1782, 1784 and 1785. On 7 September 1790, notice of
vacation was given by "den Landbouwer david Kriel ", and the notice
mentions that "den opstal... aan den Landbouwer Gideon van Zyl is
verkogt geworden", which appears to be evidence of a building on

the loan place at this stage.

Up to this point, the record of allocation of the loan place, "aan de
verlore valleij agter de vicquet berg" is camplete for a period of 60
years, Paterson mentions visiting the house of 'Mr. Gueff' on the

southern bank of the Verlcoren Valley, June 1779.44



The fourth lcan nlace for wiich a successive record of allocaticn exists
is "de plaats geleegen in de verlore valleilj aan de Yeekant tus;chen de
piquet berger en d'oliphants rivier". One of the documents in this

series refers to Atjars fontein, which is situated on the original Ver-
lorenvliei farm. It isg therefore possible that this loan place corres-
ponds with oile of the two semi-circular farms on the diagram attached to
the original quitrent grant for 'In de Verlorene Valley and Keurfontein',
being 'Keurboschfontein'. Atjars fonlein is indicated within the semi-
circular extent of the farm, with the servitude being described as "road
for kotzee's cattle to and from atjar's fontein". Keurboschiontein lies
with the edge of the semi-circle along the coastline to the south of the
Verlorenvlei, and the farm immediately to the south of Keurboschfontein

is Zoutekuylen ox Brakkekuil. This fact can be established by determining
whether van Schalkwyk used the loan place corresponding with Brakkekuil.
The lcan place "aan de Zeekant™ was allocated to Nicolaas Brammnert., 42

He did not live on the loan place, and was married to Sarah Krugel, daugh-
tor of Andries Krugel, who farmed on the Picuetberg. This Krugel family
may bave been the family of the Hendrik Krugel who received help with his

- . 46
harvest from the Bushman captain, Keyser.

Fraw 23 July 1731 to 7 Jamuary 1735, the loan place was used by Andries
Grove "den hecrmraad" 47 Grove renewed the allocation annually, in 1732,
1733 anda 1734, Grove is known to have lived at Rondebosch in Cape Town,
next to the grournd on which the Josephine Mill is situated, called
Roodenberg. 48

After an unaccounted gap in the series of about seven years, the loan
place was taken over by Gerrit Cloete, Jacobusz. The loan place is de-
scribed at this stage as "de verlaatene plaats van Nicolaas brommert" 49
Cloete, "den lLandbouwer," renewed his right to use the land in 1743, 1744,
1745, 1746, 1747 and 1751. On 22 April 1763, when he gave notice of
vacation, a note was placed on the document to the effect that the loan
place was allocated to Dirk Jacobus Coetsee. There is a discrepancy on
the actual document which confirms the allocation to Dirk Jacckus Coetzee,
as the loan place is referred to as "de verlatene plaats van den mede
landbouwer Gerrit Coetzee Jacobusz, not Gerrit Cloete,”
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On 23 April 1763 the loan place was taken over by Dirk Jaccbus Coetzee >t
It was renewed in 1767, 17¢9, 1770, 1774 and 1775. In 1776 it was
renewed by "de burger Lodewiik Pengelez" on behalf of Coetzee. 1In 1778,
it was renewed by "den burger Ernst Fredrik Heydenneyk, als lasthebbende
of Coetzee. In 1785, the last renewal was recorded as being made by

"den Burger hermanus de milander, als lasthebbende" of Coetzee.

In a note dated 7 July 1776, it is stated that:

"Worden Landbouwer Dirk Jacobus Coetsee aan den Edelen heer
gouwerneur versoeck gedaan zijnde dat seekere fonteijn gent.
Atjas fonteijn leggende tusjchen bovengem. Plaats van heer
Cotsee en die van den meede Landbouwer Dirk van Schalkwijk
Theunisz geleegen aan de bracke kuijl tusjchen de verlooren
valleij en den St. Helena baaij, vermits d'eenigste drenk
fonteijn voor derselven vee quam te wesen

gerief alleen mogte blijven; heeft welopgem. heere gouweneur
daar inne de voorste Atjas fonteijn
deselve door " nogte
werden verkogt niet uijtgegewen werden.

A footnote suggests that a corresponding inserticn was placed in the
document pertaining to Dirk van Schalkwyk in "12 boek folio 67%.

Other loan places in the Verlorenvlei areahave been traced, but do not
have long series of successive allocations which would allow for a
detailed description of their usage. The actual situation of these

loan places has not yet been identified in most cases.

The loan place, "aan de modder Fontaine gelegen in de Verloorene Valleij"
was allocated to "den Burger Johan Hendr Blankenberg", on 19 September
173122 Blankenberg's name was inserted after the deletion of 'Johannes
Meijburn". The loan place was renewed annually fram 1732 to 1737.

On 11 Septanber 1741 Blankenberg gave notice of vacation, and a note
indicates that on 2 October 1759, it was reallocated to "den Landb.
Erasmus Smit". The Smit family is one of the two major families making
up the camunity of the Verlorenvlei settlement. It is significant that
in the present Deeds Office card index system, filed under the name
‘Smit, T.E.' or 'Smit, Theunis Erasmus', born 2 January 1937, are con-—
siderable portioms of the farm Modderfontein. If this farm and the
loan place are one and the same area, the Smit family has been asso-
ciated with its usage for approximately 220 years. Another loan place
associated with a Smit is that described as "de plaats gent de verlore

rivier get. aan 't boven eiind van de Oliphants rivier".23 This loan
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place was vacated by Hermanus Kriel, "den meede Landbouwer™, and allo-
cated to Jaccbus Smit Hendriksz, "den Landb.”, on 8 April 1784, No
notice of vacation is recorded on the document. On the historical map
fraom the Gordon Collection, cl1790 (figure2.2 a building is marked on
the farm Droge Rijst Cloof, and the nesme 'G. Smit' next to it. On
Paterson's second journey while travelling southwards down the west coast,
he records passing 'the Croffe' or Het Xruis, and resting the afternoon
at the house of a Mr. Smith, wifh whom Paterson went out shooting
flamingoes. Tt is likely that Mr. Smith is Mr. Smit.>4 Various members
of the Smit family have therefore been associated with a number of farms
in the Veriorenvlei area and its vicinity for over two hundred years, as
is the case with the Coetzee family and the Louw family, all three

families being major landowners and residents in the area tcday.

"Den Landbouwer Andries Greef", in addition to other loan places in the
area, was allocated the loan place "aan de verlooren valleij genaamt da
groot Drift/zijnde de verlatene plaats van den Oudburgerraad Petrus
Michiel Exsteen”, on 26 August 177325 In 1777, arrears were paid by
"den burger Jurgen Prins" on behalf of Greef. On 14 November, 1778,
Hendrik Nicolaas Cotse, "als lasthebbende" of Greef, gave notice of
vacation, and a note confirms that the loan place was then granted to

. Cotse. It is likely that this loan place is equivalent to the present
farm on the southern bank of the Verloremrlei, east of the Verlorenviei
settlement, called Groote Drift. Paterson mentions visiting the place
of Mr. Greeff in the Verloore or Lost Valley in the account of his fourth

journey, on 28 June 1779.56
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Present and future value of archival research

Fron an investigation of loan place docurents, it has beenvpossible to
trace the major loan places in the Verlorenvlei area, and to establish
with some degree of certainty those loan places associated with the
farm on which the present settlement is situated. The people respon-
sible for usage of the area during the eighteenth century and the forms
of land-usage they practised, have been identified. Grazing and the
cultivation of wheat have emerged as the predaminant forms of usage to
which the area has been subjected for over 250 years. The temporary
nature of the allocaéions and the insecurity of tenure encouraged less
responsible explbitation of the grézing and agricultural resources.
The short-term rather than long-term perspective on resource usage has
contributed to the overgrazed and overutilised condition of the land
around the settlement at present, reducing carrying capacity and fer-
tility. The overgrazing of the vegetation and overutilisation of

the soil would have reduced the catchment potential of the area to

the south of the settlement, accounting for the disappearance of the
stream which appears on archival maps at the end of the eighteenth

century (figure 2.1).

References in the loan place documents to the occasional 'opstal', and
‘the indication of places of habitation on various archival maps,

confirm the existence of settlement in the area as a whole, and on the
site of the present settlement, during the eighteenth century. Lack

of secure tenure may have discouraged large scale settlement, althouch
the fact that 'opstalle' could be sold or bequeathed would have encou-
raged some permanent habitations to be constructed. The existence of

a stream flowing into the coastal lake at the present site of the settle-
ment, is an environmental factor which would have encouraged the develop—
ment of large-scale settlement at that site. The loan place documents,
archival maps, and writings of early travellers confirm the asso-—
ciation of the Smit, Coetzee and Louw families with the Verlorenvlei

area as a whole.

Research into loan place documents and archival maps has therefore re-
vealed valuable clues as to the nature of land usage and settlement at

Verlorenvlei in the eighteenth century. Further archival research could
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reveal the extent of grazing and wheat cultivation, the number of people
living in the area, the nature of their habitations and possessions, and
their relationships to one another and to the natural envirconment.
Archival documents could also throw same light on land usage and settle-
ment during the transitional period between the loan place system of

the eighteenth century and the perpetual quitrent system of the nine-
teenth century.
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Paterson's narrative, refers to "du Plessis, Ondersoek, ».328 "
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CHAPTER 3

Land ownership and usage of the Verlorenvlei farm

fran the nineteenth century.
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Introductory discussion of deeds' office research into maps, diagrams and deeds

Two useful guides exist for the investigation of land cwmership records
atithe Cape Town Deeds Office (Cairms, 1975, and UCT Land Surveying). For
the purposes of this study, the ownership summary record for the farm on
which the Verlcrenvlei settlement has been built, and which has under-
gone a number of name-changes like the Verlorenvlel area as a whole, may

be found in Volume 1, Piketberg, farm no. 8
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Perpetual Quitrent as a form of Land Tenure

The documents which have been traced in the Cape Town Deeds Office provide
a record of the succession of owpership of the land on which the Verloren~
vilel settlenent is situated from the late 1830°'s to the precent. The
conversion of loan places to perpetual quitrent tenure took place on ©

Angust 1813, under Sir John Cradock. While the documents relacd

loan places are found in the Capz Archives, those relating to perpetual

guitrent temwwe are found in the Peeds Cifice.

According to the preamble to the Proclamation regarding conversion of

Inan Places to Perpetuzl Quitvent, the intention was to encourage agri~

cultu.r.‘e, as The chief sowrce of prosperity of the Colony, by certainty

~

of temure which was not provided by the loan system, Tt was felt that

-

certainty of tenure would encourage farmers to make inprovements and
increase productivity. It was decided to grant to the holders of all
lands on loan,; on application, the same places on perpctual quitrent

with conditions including the followin

- applicotion most be made by memorial to the Government

-~ 1o loan place should ocead thiee thousard movgen, aud special apnli-
cation had to be made for additional cuantities.

- the holdor would have the right to ho’d the land hared iiterily and to
atienate it.

~  tha Covernnent reserved the richt to precicus stones, gold and silver
and lne right to muke and repair public rozds or to raise materisls
for thot purpose.

- in all_places adjoining to the sea, or cowmunicating with the sea

oy
S

by inlets, the rights of the Crown were rescrved, with the poy
of re~assumption for public purposes land not exceading twenty
morgen.

- laws -re]_ating to freehold lands would also relate to perpetual quit~
rent.

- a yearly rent, not exceeding 250 rixdollars, would be paid, according
to situation, fertility, and other favourable circumstances of the
land.

= the swrveyor could not charge more than 100 rixdollars to be paid
from the district treasury, unless the survey took more than five
days, in which case he could charge 10 rixdollars for additional days.

= on division of a perpetual quitrent place, each holder was bound for

the full amount of the rent.
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- ake place without survey, transfer and regis-
tration.

- application for conversion must be made within twelve months of the
proclamation.

- the title deed would be granted after survey by a surveyor assisted
by the la_nddrost,l

Rccorcding to Duly (1968), there was to be a clause in each title regquiring

the holder to cultivate as much acreage as possible in the 7 by the

end of three years and pr

that pericd.  Although

chibiting the trenstfer of the proper i;:_y during

applications for conversion were to be made within

tvelve months, the time pericd was extended indefinitely because of pocr

respons
w lax

To encourage

'—)‘nu
for a secure L£itl
coven densnd ihe C
convictions,
soning, sesill
land codo. The
loan—~

4
oo

o}

form temire

perpetual guinten

o

he proslaantion
1 of applications

delay accomts for

cations wiitdch have been traced prio

colony in 1795, the Cradock pro

grants

d until conversion h

bascd on

f(_)f ]r)"

the lapsce of time betveen the last

conversion, Cradock proh ibited occupation of

-
aa

been effected.” In a wider context:

oy es a tool to accovplish his great
on of the Ci ape by the British., In exchange
e to his lands, the Poer was to accept and
Cradock's
UM(‘“*”’UL ion anxd circular rea-
andat muﬂ change in the colony's
wsically s ised and self-oparaling
was 41. aiected for a more rogularized tenure of
t.h#

g
ﬁ

ontinuation of British overloirdship.
insdeguste

i

actual conversion took a long time ard the

nd caveed a congiderable delay,  This

loan place allo-
- to British acquisition of the

clamation of 1813, and the quitrent

elating to the Verlorenvlei farm in 1837 and 1839.
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The initial grant of the farm on petpetual cuitrent, signed by Sirx Ben-
jamin d'Urban and dated 25 May 1837, was made to Michiel Johannes de Beer.
The size of the quitrent grant was 5598 morgen 400 square roods, and the
farm was described as "situated in the Cape District at Verlorene Vallay
including the ILoan places 'In de Verlorene Valley' and 'Keurfontein'
extending North to the Verloren Valley, and Land, resewved for persons
coning to fish; West to the Sea Shore (high water mark is uwnderstood)
S5.5.E. to the Quitrent place named Zoute Kuilen and E.5.E. to the Place
Tsasaarskraal™. The grant was made on condition "That the Road - marked

on the diagram ~ for the Cattle of the place Zoute Kuylen to approach

6]

and Drink alt the Atjarsfontein, as well as all other Roads and Thorough-
fares shall remain free; That the'Salt pan shall e allowed to be used

by the Neighbouring Inhabitants ~ that the public shall have the right

of proceeding over this Land -~ to the 'Ground reserved for parsons

coning to Fish ' M.J. de Beer was required to pay, at the end of each
year, four pomds and four shillings sterling. He wag bound to have the
boundaries properly traced ocut, and the land brought into such a state
of cultivation as it was capable of, and was subject to all the duties
and regulations applied to lands granted undar such,tcﬂure.S Written
notes on the grant refer to Audit Office folio 634, and reserved ncw

farm register, Piqu~tierg, folio 61.

- Atteched to‘the aquitrent grant is the Surveyor's Diagram No. 374/1837,
drawn by the Surveyor Knobal, and indicating the position of the farm,
'The Roode Verlooren Vally' on the southern bank of the 'Verlooren Valley'.
A dotted semicircular line répresents the original farm boundary, the
radiug of the semi-circle heing determined by the distance that could be
covered in half an hour on horseback at a walking pace. On the diagram,
at the position of the present farnm settlement, are marked only an 'old
foundation' and a 'hut'. These appear to be central points within the
semi~circle, suggesting that they were used to determine the extent of
the semi-circular farm, the original loan place. It was cammon prac-
tice for the original loan places measured in this way to be circular in
shape, but the position of this faxm on the bank of the coastal lake must
have caused it to be semi-circular rather than circular. In orxdexr to
make up the full extent of the usual loan place, it would seem that the
semi~circular 'In de Verlorene Valley' or 'The Roode Verlooren Vally'

was combined with 'Keurfontein' or 'Keurbosch Fontein', also a semi-

circular loan place bkecause of its position along the coast. The centre
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of thes Keurfontein semi-circle appears to ke the Keurbosch fontein itself
The radius of the semi~circle is approximately 750 Rhinelard Roods, accor—
ding to the scale given on the diagram, and the diamster is therefore
approximately 1500 Rhineland Roods, or the length of the scale given on
the diagram. The area of each loan place,; and thc -efore the totai farm,
can be calculated. The boundaries of the farin granted under parpetual
quitrent to Michiel Johannes de Beer wece drawn to include both sewi-

circular loan places anxl the land inbatween

On the land inbetween, as shown in the diagram, is a ‘'Saltpan to be free
for the use of the neighbouring inhabitants®. Coarse salt is still dis-
triluted to farmers even today, and Mr. Piet Coetzee stores his allocation
of the salt in VWOLBL next to the horse-«mj_]_l.6 Also shown on the diagram,
within ths semi~circular boundary of Keurbosch Fontein,is an early example
of a servitude, the "road for Kotzee's Cattle to and frow atjar's fontein®.
A note at the botton of ths diagram, signed by the surveyor, Knchel,
describes the land as being "situated in the Cape district in the Sulb-
division of Verloren Valley being the Farms Rocde Verlooren Valley and
Keurboschiontein...".  The S.8.E. bowdary is described as Brakkekuyien
and alternmatively Zoucchuylen, while on the diagram it is denoted as

Broklekuil.

Two years 1 ‘Lcr, on 17 Jaruary 1839, the farm Tsosaars Kraal was gramted

to Michiel Johannzs de Deec. The extent of this farm was 5128 morgen

400 roods. The sequence of ownership for both farms owned by Michiel
Johannes de Beer becones uncertain at this point,; as the folio register
surnary indicates four successive decds transferring the land from per-
sons with the svrname 'de Beer' (M.J.; AH.P.; H.C.; and M.J.) to
heunis Erasmus Smit, in the proportions %;1/8:;1/8:1/4. There is no
indication in the swmary of how the two farns came to pass from Michiel
Johamnes de Beer to the four portions under de Beers. On the quitrent
grant, however, a note records that a half-share was transferred to T.E.
Snit by Deed 126 on 5 June 1856, and a half-share to H.C. de Beer ard
others hy Deed 102 on 8 October 1860. This latter deed is not recorded

in the folio register sumnary.

Dead 126 of 5 June 1856 is the second entry in the folio register for both
properties.7 It declares land sold by Michiel Johannes de Beer to Theu-
nis Erasmus Smit of Melkplaats, Berg River for 1400 pounds sterling.
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The lend is described as a "certain one half part or share in the per-—
petual quitrent places called "In de Verloren Valley' and 'Keurfontein'
also known by the names of 'Roode Verloren Valley' and 'Keurboschfontein'
situated in the Cape district (now Malmesbury) at the Verloren Valley,
measuring 5528 morgen 400 square roods"; also a "certain one half part or
share in the perpetual quitrent place called 'Caesarskraal® situate as
the above at the Verloren Valley measuring 5128 morcgen and 400 sguare
roods”. The transfer is subject to the conditions in the original quit-—-
rent grants to Michiel Johannes de Reer. Deed 102 of 8 October 1850
effects the stipulation of the will of Michiel Johannes de Beer and

his surviving spouse, Glaudina Marialouw, that the other half share in
the three perpetual quitrent places be divided between their sons,
Hendrik Cornelis, Albertus, Michiel Johannes, and Abraham Hendrik Petrus.
Tn 1859, Albertus mortgaged his one—eighth share. The property held by
the de Beer sons was valued at £1100. By 1860, therefore, a half-share
in the three quitrent places was held by Theunis Erasmis Smit and the

other half-share divided equally between the four de Beer sons.

The next three deeds in the folio register summaries for both Roode
Verlcren Valley/Keurboschfontein and Tsasaars Kraal effect the transfer
of the shares in th. land held by H.C. de Bezer and others from Deed 102
of 8 October 1860 to Theunis Erasmus Smit. The first of the three

" deeds, 171 cf 10 October 1874, transfers from Abrahamm Hendrik Petrus de
Beer to Thaunis Erasmis Smii an 1/8 share in "Inde Verloren Valley' and
'Reurfonteyn'®, andan 1/8 share in 'Cacsar's kraal' for £950. The second
of the three deeds, 21 of 6 January 1875, transfers fran Hendrik Cormelius
de Beer to Theunis LDrasmus Smit a further 1/8 share in 'In de Verloren
Valley/Keurfontein' and 'Ceasars kraal' for £800. A receipt is filed
with the deed for the payment of one year's rent on ‘'Inde Verloren Valley'
and 'Keurfontein' up to 31 Decexber 1874, as both this property and
'Caesar's Kraal' were still quitrent farms at that stage. The third
deed, 123 of ¢ February 1883, transfers from Michiel Johannes de Beer and
Albertus de Beer to Theunis Frasmus Smit Sr a 1/4 share in the properties
for £1000 and £1500. 1In this deed the properties are described as being
in the division of Clanwilliam in the Verloren Valley, while Deed 171
describes them as being in the Cape District (now Malmesbury), and the
powéf of attorney attached to this deed as being in the Field Cornetcy of
Verloren Valley, division of Piquetberg. Deed 21 describes the proper-
ties as being in the division of Piketbergen, while the attached power
of attornéy describes them as being in the district of Malmesbury. Sig-

nificantly, filed with Deed 123 are two receipts for transfer dues made



out to T.E. Smit, and for the first time in the documented record +he

name 'Verloren Viey' or 'In de Verloren vley' is used, indicating a change
in popular usage from *Vallei' to 'Valley® to 'Vlei'. At the same time the
original name of ‘Roude Verloren Valley' is given as an alternative in all
three deeds. The effect of the transfers thus far has been to place all
the land included in 'In de Verloren Valley'/'Keurfentein' and ‘Caesar's

Kraal' in the hands of Theunis Eraspms Smit.

On the death of Theunis Erasmus Smit, the farms 'In de Verloren Valley'/
‘Keurfontein' and 'Caesar's Kraal'! were divided between Daniel Erasmus
Smit and Teunis Brasms Coetzee, heads of the major families forming the
cominity of the Verlorenvlei settlement. By Deed 9930 of 31 Octcher 1924,
Daniel Frasmus Suit and Teunis Frasmus Ccetzee each inherited half-shares
in part of the property owned by Theunis Erasmus Smit, which included Lot
B of the farm Bonteheuvel on the northern bank of Verlorenviei: 'In de
Verloren Valley'/'Keurfontein'; and 'Caesar's Kraal' The farus were
bequeathed in the joint will of the late Theunis Frasimus Smit and his
predeceased cpouse, Maria Magdalena Smit (born Kotze), the will being

made at Klipfontein in the division of Piquetberg on 27 Janvary 1888.

The original bazquest was made to the son, Daniel Lrasmus who died on

6 Decenber 1202, and to the daughter Maria Magdalena, who died on 4
April 1924, so that the farms passed to the son of Daniel Erasmus and
the soin of Maria T\‘L*;;g;dalena'. Doniel, son of Daniel Frasmus, was the grand-
son of Theunis Erasmus Smit by his second marriage to Maria Magcdalena
Smit (born Kotze); and Teunis Erasmus Coetzee was a son of Maria Mag-—
dalena, the davghter of Theunis Erasmus Smit by his second marriage to
Maria Magdalena Smit (born Kotze) r and herself married to Daniel Nico—
laas Hermanus Coetzee, While Theunis Eragmis Smit, who died on 26
April 1892, and Maria Magdalena Smit, (horn Kotze) who died on 1 March
1888 were living at Klipfontein up to the time of their deaths, Daniel
Erasmus Smit and Maria Magdalena Cocetzee (born Smit), as well as her
husband Daniel Nicolaas Hermenus Coetzee, were living at Verloren
Vallei or Rocde Verloren Vlei at the time of their deaths, and were

probably members of the Verlorenvliei settlement.



A note on the deed points out the confusion in the preceding transfers,
whereby the properties are described as being situated in the Malmesbury,
Piguetberg, and Clanwilliam divisions, and recamends that the correct
divigion be ascertained. Also filed with the deed, in addition to the
death notices for Theunis Eragmus Sumit, Maria Magdalena Coetzee (born
Smit), and Daniel Nicolaas Hermanus Coetzee, and the baptismal certifi-
cates ('Doop Cedel') for Daniel Erasmis Smit and Teunis Erastug Coetzee,
is a handwr.itten note from "Teunis Erasmus Coetzee, een boer van Roode
Verloren Vliei, Piquetberg™. This note testifies that although his
father's name is spelt 'Koetzee' in his baptismal certificate, both he
and his father have always written their names 'Coetzee', which is the

recognised family name.

The farms, according to the temms of the will, had been subiject to a life
usufruct in favour of the survivor and the said Daniel Eragsms and Maria
Magdalena, which had lapsed by reason of their death. Other properties
owned by Theunis Erasmus Smit at the time of his death were the farms,
'‘De Plaat', 'Gedeelte van Melkplaats', and 'Jakhalsfontein', all in the
division of Piguetbeig. In an article in the Cape Argus dated 18 July
1947, it is stated that in 1839, "Oom Theunis Smit, the patriarch of the
family, hought the farm Velddrift to use as ‘'soetveld’ for his sheep ard
cattle during part of the year. He had many people working on his other
farms as foremen, shepherds and farﬂhands..."S Smit's property holdings
in the area were therefore extensive, and he has been compared to a
feuwdal overlord, a patriarch, and a cattle baron. Although he died in
1892, the transfergof Deeds 9930 and 9931 were not made until 1924, after
the death of his daughter Maria Magdalena, as the will specified:

"Dat na den dood van de langstlevende van de beide testateuren,
de gesegde legatarissen (Daniel Erasmus and Maria Magdalena)
te hebben volle rechten op, en de vruchtgebruiken, van ge-
zegde plaatsen, voornoend, maar dat de gesegde legatarissen
voornoamd niet het rech hebben zullen gedurende hun leeftyd
transport te verkrygen in hunne naam, ven de gesegde
plaatsen...

Dat na den dood van Daniel Erasmus, en Maria Magdalena (ge-
huwd met Daniel Koetzee), zullen de plaatsen hun toekomende
getransporteerd worden aan Daniel, zoon van Daniel Eragsmas,
en aan Theunis, zoon van Maria Magdalena..."9
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In the interim, the properties were held by the Executors. Deed 9931,
dated 31 October 1924 like deed 9930, effects the transfer of the other
half share in Lot B of Bonteheuvel; 'In de Reol Verloren Valley'/*fKeur—
fontein'; and 'Caesar's Kraal' to Teunis Erasmus Coetzee. A note has
been added to Deed 171, indicating that 1/16 share was transferred to
D.E. Smit by Deed 9930, and 1/16 to T.E. Ceetzee by Deed 9931, A nokte
has been added to Deed 123, to the effect that 1/8 share was transferved
to D.E. Smit by Deed 9930 ani 1/8 to T.E. Costzee by Deed 2931.

On 31 Octaer 1924, the favms fIn de Verloren Valley'/‘'Roode Verloren
Valley', 'Keurfontein'/'Keurboschfontein', and 'Caesar's Kraal'/'Tsasaer's
Kraal' were owned in half shares by Daniel Erasmus Smit and Teunis Erasmis
Coetzea, the grandsons of Theunis Lrasmus Smit. The final entries on the
folio registers for both properties, folio 6/1 and 7/1, are references to
Deed 3092 of 1 June 1933, which was a Certificate of Amended Title, made
out to Teunis Erasmis Coetzes and Daniel Erasmus Smit, consolidating the
two properties into the farm Verloren Vliei, Farm No. 8, Piguetbherg,; area
11008 morgen 38365 sguare feet. The folio register contimues on folio 8/1,

and the farm is shown on diagram 811/1932,

By the Certificate of Amended Title, the property was now to be descrilbed
as: "Certain piece of quitrent land in the division of FPiguetberg, called
Verloren Viei, cowprising (1) the farms Roode Verloren Valley and Keur-
boschfontein and (2) the farm Tsasaarskraal or Caesar's Kraal. Mea-
suring 11 008 Morgen, 8365 square feet."  The Receiver of Revenue cer-

tified the quitrent paid up to 31 Decarber 1932.

At the same time on 1 June 1933, the property was partitioned. Deed

3093 transferred 5504 morgen known as Verloren Vlei A, portion of Ver-
loren Vlei, to Teunis Erasrus Coeﬁzee. Deed 3094 transferred 5504 morgen
and 8365 square feet, known as the remainder of Verlcren Vlei, to Daniel
Erasmus Smit. At this point, in 1933, the land on which the settlement
is situated was divided in ownership between the Smit and Coetzee fami-
lies. Daneel Erasmus Smit was granted a right of way 150 feet wide
across Verloren Vlei AP to Q on figure 2.2), while Teunis Erasmus Coetzee
was given a right of way 12 feet wide over the remainder of Verloren Vlei
(R to S on figure 3.2). The salt fram the salt pan was to be used in
common, with Teunis Erasmus Coetzee having the right over haif the salt
as well as the right to cross the land of Daniel Frasmus Smit to gather
and remove the salt. '
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The ownership record of the two sections of the settlement will now be
dealt with separately. By Deed 10872 of 31 July 1958, the remainder of
Verleoren Vlei {(reduced by 2 morgen transferred to the Educational Trustees
for the school district of Piquetkerg) was transferred in equal shares

to the five sons of Daniel Erasmus Smit and Francina Jchanna Smit:

Daniel Erasmus Smit, Johonnes Nicolaas Petrus Smit, Pister Matthys Smit,
Theunis Erasmus Smit, and Dirk Jchannes Brand Smit. Daniel Erasmus

Smit (snr) retained usufruct until his death in 1972 at the age of

neafly 92 years. In addition to the rights of way mentioned above, the

following conditions were applied:

"na water te boor of te grawe en indien nodig 'n pawp op scdanige
plek waar water gekry word, op te rig, 'n opgaardam te bou en die
water deur middel van 'n pyplyn te vervoer na die grond hierdeur
getransporteer te word op voorwaarde dat die transportgewers en hulle
opvolgers in titel geregtig sal wees om sonder enige vergoeding
water uit genoemde boorgate te neem vir primére doeleindes.

Die transportnemer of hulle opvolgers as eienaars van die grond
hierdeur getransporteer te word sal die reg am uit die vlel bekend
as Verlorenvlei in soverre dit gelee is op die bogencende resterends
gedeelte van Verloren Viei, soveel water as wat hulle vir primeérc
en tertiére gebruik mag nodig hé, te neem en dit na die grond
hierdeur getransporteer te vervoer en om vir hierdie doel die nodige
pompinstallasies en ander werke en pyplyne op te rig op die boge-
noamde resterende vedeelies van Verloren Vlei en Rheboks Plaat Berc.
Indien transporinencr as eienaars van die grond hierdeur getrans-
porteer te word en sy opvolgers in titel van ander persone of
ingevolge 'n Bevel van enige Hof die reg verleen word an uit

ander dele van die Verlorenvlei water te neem sal hy die reg he

om dit by wyse van 'n pyplyn en die ander nodige werke oor die
bogenoamde resterende gedeclte van Verloren Vlei en Rheboks

Plaat %Srg te ncem na die grond hierdeur getransporteer te

word. 1

On 31 August 1960, by Decd 13656, Daniel Erasmus Smit (Jnr) transferred
his one-fifth share in the remainder of Verloren Vlei (5500, 1688 morgen)
to Theunis Erasmus Smit. With a Certificate of Registered Title (No.
13657 of 31 August 1960) to his own one-fifth share, Theunis Erasmus
Smit acquired the one-fifth share of Dirk Johannes Brand Smit by Deed
15251 of 30 September 1963 and the one-fifth share from the estate of
Pieter Matthys Smit by Deed 10482 of 27 April 1973. The one-fifth share
of Johannes Nicolaas Petrus Smit was transferred to Elandsbaai Handels-
maatskappy, the director of the company being Willem Johannes Engelbrecht.
The property was then partitioned between Elandsbaai. Handelsmaatskappy
(950 ha) and Theunis Erasmus Smit (3759 ha ), with portions expropriated
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by ISCOR for the construction of the Sishen-Saldanha railway. Cn 25
Aﬂgust 1977, a further 60 ha was transferred by Theunis Erasmus Smit
to the Piquetberg Divisional Council, leaving + 3698 ha as the extent

of the remainder of Verloren Vlei.

Verloren Vlei A, or portion 1 of Verloren Viei farm, was divided in equal
shares on 3 October 1950, between the five sons of Teunis Erasmus Coetzee

and his wife, Anna Moressa Jacoba Coetzee (ne@ Smit). Daniel Erasmus
Hermarus Coetzee (Deed 14831), Theunis Erammus Daniel Coetzee (Deed 14832),

" Hendrik Frederik Coetzee (Deed 14833), Johamnes Nicolaas Coetzee (Deed 14834),
and Piet Adriaan Smit Coetzee (Deed 14835).

The conditions of the will dividing the property between the five sons

include the following:

" on as een of meer van hulle kon te sterwe sonder kroos na te
laat, verval sy of hulle aandeel of aandele op die kinders.van die
ander erfgename van die Vasgoed wat Teunis Eraéfgs naar die Testa-
teur in hierdie testament heet en sy naam dra." -+
On 31 August 1952, by Deed 11836, the one-fifth share from the estate of
Daniel Frosmus Hermarus Coetzee was transferred to Teunis Erasmus Coetzee,
who sold his share to Elandea Visserye (Eiendoms) Beperk on 5 July 1§78,
with Deed 15456. The one-fifth chare from the estate of Johannes Nico-
laas Coetzee (Snr) was transferred to Johannes Nicolaas Coetzee (Inr)
by Deed 8326 of 7 April 1975, with a lifelong usufruct to 2lida Hendrika
Coetzee.

According to the records filed in the Deeds Office, the ownership of

the land on which the settlement is presently situated would appear to
be divided between Theunis Frasmus Smit, and four members of the Coetzee
family, Theunis Erasmus Daniel Coetzee, Hendrik Frederik Coetzee,
Johannes Nicolaas Coetzee, and Piet Adriaan Smit Coetzee. The division
of the settlement originated when the land was divided between the
grandsons of the patriarch, Theunis Erasmus Smit (1804-1892), the one
grandson being the child of Theunis Erasmus's son by his second marriage,
and the other grandson the child of Theunis Erasmus's daughter by his
second marriage, herself married to a Coetzee. Members of the Smit

and Coetzee families, including the sisters of the present owners and
their husbands, occupy the houses in the respective sections of the
settlement. The two families are however, so cleosely related that the

camunity forms cne large, extended family.
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Land ownership, land usage and community relationships

Camunity relationchips in the Verlcrenvlei farm settlement are closely
linked to family relationships. Almost every person occupying one of the
houses in the settlement is related by birth or marriage to all the others,
g0 that a complex web of interrelationships binds together all members of
the community throughout time. It is as if an enormous diagram could be
drawn of all members from the bzgimming of the settlement through to
the present, reading vertically the members and their relationships
chronologically, and reading horizontally the members and their rela-
tidnshipo within the settlement at any one point in time.
Information on commmnity relationships, vhich are essentially family
relationships, is obtainable from a number of different sources. The
Cape Town Deeds Office records contain considerable family details,
interfiled with the ownership records of the Verlorenvlei farm. The
Deeds Office records include copies of birth, marriage and death cer-
tificates, so that the history of land owmership is intricately inter-
woven with the history of community relaticnships, and ultimately with
the history of the area. Ownership of the Verlorenvlel farm is pre-
dominantly confined to two major family groups, the Smits and the
Coetzees. Subdivision is based on famlly relationships, as it is de-
termined by inheritance.  The web of relaticnships which binds the
menbers of the settlement ertends outwards to encompass the area as a
whole, many of the people in the area being related by marriage or
birth. Three of the major fomilies in the area are the Smits, the
Coetzees and the Louws, the ownership of the Smit and Coetzee families
being based mainly on the southern bank of the lake, and that of the
Louw family on the northern bank.  There has been considerable inter-
marriage between these three families and other families in the area.
The records of allocation of Joan placés in the area indicate that these
three families have been asscciated with the Verlorenvlei since the early

eighteenth century.

Tt should be possible, ultimately, to trace the details of all family
relationships and land ownership in the area from the early eighteenth
century.  Details about family relationships can be supplemented and
cross-checked from various sources. Copies of wills are held in the
Cape Archives and the Master's office; copies of the baptismal, death
and marriage certificates are held by the Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk;

details of population, including census statistics and voters' roil



details, are kept by the Department of the Interior in Pretoria and Cape
Town.

A further source of information has been the graveyards in the Verloren-
vlei area. Both the family graveyards on the Smit and Coetzee sections
(WOlJ and WO060) of the settlement have been visited, and a camplete
record made by transcribing details of individuals from the still legible
" grave headstones, including date of birth or baptism, death, and rela-
tiohships to others who erected the stones or are buried alongside.
Unfortunately, sare of the oldest gravestcnes are illegible or non-
existent, but a considerable body of family data has been collected from
this source. The earliest birthdate cn a grave that can be identified
in the Smit graveyard is that of Theunis Erasmus Smit, born 15 January
1864; and the second earliest is that of Johanna C. Smit,

born 15 February 1866. The earliest legible grave in the Coetzee grava-
yard is that of E.J. Smit, born 19 Cctober 1847, arnd died 10 Octcober 1913.
The second earliest is that of Johannes G.M. Mostert, from 25 October 1848
to 6 February 1935.

An index card has been made out for each person traced in this way, with
all known details ccncerning that person being written in on the card,
and additional details which emerge about the person from interviews or

" background reading being added where applicable. The cards have been
filed in alphabetical order of family, (two cross-referencing cards being
made out for married wamen, one in the maiden name and one in the married
name(s)), and within family in chronological order of date of birth.

This index system forms the basis for the gradual collection over time

of a camplete record of family relationships. It can be supplemented,
for example, by private individuals who have researched_their own family
backgrourds ouﬁ of interest. Ultimately it‘should be possible to account
for every person who has lived in‘the settlement, to estimate the number
of people living in the settlementﬂat various points in time, and to
develop a pattern of population growth and decline. The names of the
people living in the settlement at the various points can be combined
with knowledge about the occupation record of the houses to build up the
pattern of davelopment of the built envircnment and to date the houses.
It will also be possible to identify major family units and individual
personalities whose association with the Verlorenvlei settlement contri-

butes to its historical significance. In sare cases, it has been



possible to obtain photographs of family units or individual personalities

so identified, selected photographs being reproduced in this report.

Diagrams of lamdly relationships, or family-trees, have also been drawn
where sufficient details bave been found, and these diagrams linked to
the houses With wnich the families are known to have bezen associated.
Old family bibles and illustrated well-hangings of ‘geslagsregisters®
found during the course of interviews and field research have been used
as the basis for family-tree diagrems where possible. As most of the
families in the settlement appear to derive from German, Dutch or French
immigrants, the first six generations may be traced in the two volumes
by de Villicrs, recently updated by Pama. Other ‘geslagsregisters',
such as that cf old German families in South Africa, may also be of

assistance.
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CHAPTER 4

The mapping of the Verlorenvlei farm settlement




Introductorv discussion of Mapping Proiject

A detailed map of all men-made features in the rural settlement of Ver-
lorenvlel is essential to this and other studies in the area. The
production of such a map was undertaken by the Department of Land Sur-—
veying of the Univyersity of Cape Town, as a project in practical sur-—
veying for third year Civil Engineering students, during the pericd
Novermber 16-23, 1979. The project was supervised by Mr. H. Ruther,
Senicr Lecturer in the Department of Surveying, with the assistance of
three demonstrators fran final-year Surveying: Grenville Nicholson, Izak
Rumboll ard Adrian Besserling, and twe demonstrators from final-year
Engineering: Ian Kennedy and Michael Pitt. The Engineering students
were required to spend five days in the field, and a further week in

map preparation.

The total area of the settlement was divided into two sections, coinci-
ding with the divicion of land ownership between Theunis Erasmus Smit

and the Coetzee family. The owners were approached for permis-
sion to carry out a survey of their property. Once permission had been
granted, the demonstrators conducted a reconnaissance of the total area
in crder to divide each section into three sub-sections, so that the

six sub~sections would require equal surveying effort. The sub-sections
were drawn onto an aerial photograph of the settlement. The optimum
positions for the 10 major control pegs were also established on the

site and indicated on the aerial photograph.  These control pags were
used as hinge points for sightings by adjacent surveying groups, so that
the maps of adjoining sub-sections could be connected to form a combined
map of each section and of the settlement as a whole. The demonstrators
then conducted a detailed reconnaissance of the six sub-sections. During
this recbnnaissance, visits were made to houses within the settlement to
inform the residents of the nature of the survey. At the same time, the
names and family relationships of the residents were &btained to update
the historical record of occupancy of houses comprising the farm settle-

ment.

The 24 Engineering students assigned to the project were divided into 6
grcups, each group of 4 students being allocated one of the sub-sections

for surveying and mapping. At a later stage an additional group of 4
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students was assigned to assist in surveying half cf sub-section 5.

The groups carried out a reconnaissance of their sub-section under the
supervision of a demonstrator. The students were made familiar with
the purpose of the project, to prcduce a map of all man-made features

in the settlement. Man-mede features were to include all houses, sheds,
stables, derelict buildings, foundations of ruined buildings, graveyards,
animal enclosures, fences, roads, pathways, patches of cultivation, wind-

mills, water tanks, telegraph lines and planted trees.

In terms of surveyihg procedures, the students were required to:
(1) establish a line of traverse points around their sub-section;
(2) level a distance of 1 km to transfer a height from a tide gauge

in the bay to the Verlorenvlei settlement;
(3) carxy out resection on a point established on Bcobbejaansherg.
After all the surveying procedures had been completed, tracing-paper maps wet
produced on a 1:500 scale of each sub-~section of the settlement. The
slope of the ground was represented on the map by contours drawn in at
appropriate positions. Heights of the buildings relative to the heidght
of the relevant survey point were also noted. A set of floor plan outlines

was drawn separately on an enlarged scale.

During the project, all buildings and ruins were photographed fram front
and rear, and as many additional angles as necessary to highlight signi-
ficant features. The colour slides were numbered to correspond with

the numbers assigned to the features on the site plans. This collection
of 120 slides provides a record of the current status of each building

to update the historical record derived from old photographs, paintings
and sketches, written and verbal descriptions. Selected prints, made
from black and white copies of these slides, are used for illustrative
purposes to supplement the text of this report, in discussion of fea-
tures of historical or architectural significance, and of the development
pattern of the settlement. A horse mill on the Coetsee farm was photo-
graphed and measured by an architect, Mr. P. Holtrop, in order to produce
the detailed diagrams, which are included in Chapter 5 of this report.
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Fach 1:500 map of a sub-section of the settlement was microfilmed for
purposes of security and rapid, variable-size reproduction. FPrints were
made in A4 size of the six sub-section maps, and corbhined to produce
maps of the two major sections of the settlement, as well as an overall
map of the settlemvent as at Novawber 1979, Rough estimates of the age
of the variocus man~made features which were made at the time of the
survey were used (in conjunction with the chronological scries of aerial
photographs) to create maps of the settlavent at various stages of develop-
nent. These developrent maps are included in Chapter 6, to illustrate
the hypothetical analysis of development patterns within the settlement.
The development maps are based on data gathered thus far, ang although
their accuracy can be questioned at this point, thay will be of use to
human settlement geographers and historians as the study of the past cf

the Verlorenvliei settlement deepens.

Value of maps produced

Besides their value to this study, the mapsof the Verlorenvlel settlement

are potentially useful for other purposes:

- they could assist local landowners in future land-use decisions and
farm management pclicy;

- they could be of use to local authorities to ensure that administra-
tive decisicns are made with due regard for the historical and

architectural value of the settlement;

- they could act as site plans or ccmon points of focus for varicus
studies of an historical or architectural nature which might bhe
undertaken in the area in the future;

- they provide a framework for the collation of research, estab-
lishing the position of excavations, sketches, diagrams and photo-

graphs resulting fram the work of various researchers in the past

and future;
- they will assist researchers fram other disciplines to kecome
familiar with the area; ’
- they can be related to aerial photographs taken of the area, and

provide considerably more detail than the latest set of Trigono—
metrical Survey aerial photographs because of the height at which
these were taken;

= - because of the detailed ground survey, description, and inventory,
which were carried out in the course of mapping, an up—-to-date record
has been produced of the state of the settlement at a specific point
in time, of potential value to historical and architectural con-

servationists and rural settlement gecgraphers.
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Without the co-operative effort of teams of undergraduate students, super-
vised by the Depariment of Land Surveying of the University of Cape Towvn,
the meps required for an investigation into the nature arnd historical
background of the human settlement at Verlorenvlei could not have been
produced.  The reduction of the 1:500 maps to more manageable sizes has
rendered any minor inaccuracies insignifjcant, and has resulted in a

set of maps which will be of use to any researchers studying the settle-
ment in future. Researchers will have access to a set of tracing-paper
maps of each sub-section, from which paper copies can be made, if a 1:500
scale is required. The set of microfilm negatives of the maps of each
sub-section allow for rapid and inexpensive production of map copies fram
A4 to Al size. A collage of the A4 copies and a tracing from this collage,
both made by Mr. P. Holtrop, can be photocopied to produce map copiles

of the two main sections or of the settlement as a whole.

Maps of the Settlemant
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Figure 4.4 Photo: <. Lane
Aerial view of Smit section - Verlorenvlei settlement (1979)
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‘Development of an information system bDased on maps

The maps which have been produced in the course of this study indicate
all man-made features in the Verlorenvlei settlement which could be de-
tected by detailed ground study and survey in the period 16-23 November,
1979. A nunbering system has been devised which uniquely identifies
each man-made feature, and which allows for additions if features are

discovered by future ground study or excavation.

Simultaneously with the mapping, a photographic record in the form of
colour slide transparencies was made of every man-made feature, and the
same nuibering system used to link the slides with the maps. The slide
collection is arranged in alphanumerical sequence for easy reference, and
each of the slides has been dated. The intenticn is that this collection
should provide the nucleus or framework for the classification ard amalga-
mation of the numerous privately-cwned reproductions of Verlorenvlei settle-
ment buildings which have been traced to date. The Vernacular Architec-
ture Society, for example, made an excursion visit to the settlement cn
9-10 Septenber, 1972, and the slides which were taken during that visit
were lodged with the Cape Archives. Copiles of these and other slides,
photographs or sketches which can be traced, can be numbered to corres-
pond with the map, and interfiled with the mucleus collection in chrono-

logical sequence within alphanumerical sequence.

At the same time as the settlement was being mappaed and photographed, a
description of each man—madé feature was compiled, including wherever
possible, past and present occupancy, present condition, past and present
usages, modifications and extensions, unusual features, building materials,
relationship of present occupants to other members of the settlement com-
munity, ‘and details likely to be of importance in tracing the history of
the house and its occupants. Each of these descriptions has been num-
bered to correspond with the relevant features on the maps and in the
slide collection. Additional details and facts which can be supplied

by other research and researchers can be added to this basic data collec-

tion in chronological sequence within the numbering system.

It is recomended that there should be an ongoing amalgamation of slides,
photographs, sketches, plans, diagrams, descriptions, historical details,

family tree diagrams, lists of furniture and utensils fram auction lists
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and wills filed in the archives, and recorded interviews with previous

and present occupants associated with individual seftlement buildings.

The envisaged end-product of such a process
extension of the nucleus information system
of this study. An information system based

of visual, verbal, and written records from

of amalgamation would be an
developed during the oourse
on maps and the collection

numerous sources at all

possible points in time, is essential in kuilding up a carmplete history

of the Verlorenvlei settlement.

Maps and descriptions of man-inade features in each sub-section of

the settlement.




Figure 4.7 : Verlorenvlei settlement — Sub-section 1
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Sub~section 1

wWola

WO01B

wWoO1C

VVO1D

VOIE

VVOlr

VWO1G

VVO1H

VVO1I

VWO1J

House = modified ‘langhuis’®

Presently an outbuilding, but possibly a small cottage
previocusly |

House

Outbuilding, possibly a wagon-shed previously, with evidence
cf a ‘trapvloer'

Outbuilding, possibly a.wagon-shed previously, with evidence
of a 'trapvloer'!

House — modified 'langhuis’

House

Outbuilding

Outbuilding

Graveyard of Smit family members
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Sub~section 2

VVO2A Housc, modified 'langhuis', surrounded by conplex of animal

enclosures and outbuildings, including a 'trapvloer!’

VVO2ZB Ruin of house - demolished ‘'langhuis®

vere Large outbuilding

VVO2D Labourer's cottage, with evidence of a gmall ‘trapvloer!
VWOZE Ruin of cutbuilding, including evidence of a ‘trapvloer’
VVO2F Outbuilding with cattle dip trough, and evidence of a

possible 'trapvloer!'

VVO2G Outbuilding



FIGURE 4 9 :

Verlorenvlei settlement - Sub-section 3.
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Sub~section 3

VVO3A Outbuilding

VvO3B Garage, bullt partially on the site of a '"tyapvloer:

VVO3C Ruin, possibly a sheep-dip previously

VVO3D House, renovated 'langhnis’ presently used as research station
VVO3E Presently a dilapidated outhuilding

VVO3F House -~ modified 'langhuis’

VVO3G House - 'langhuis"‘

VVO3H House — modified 'langhuis'

VWO3I House ~ modified 'langhuis'

VVO33 Outbuilding

VVO3K Outbuilding - possibly a wagon-shed previously, with evidence

of a 'trapvloer'

VVO3L Outbuilding, previously a horse-mill with adjcining horse
stall
VVO3M Demolished 'langhuis'

VVO3N Disused 'trapvloer'



Figure 4.10:

Verlorenvlei settlement — Sub-section 4.
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Sub-section 4
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VVO4A
wWO4B
VVO4C

VvO4D

VVO4E

VVO4F

VWO4G

VVO4H

VWOAT

Outbuilding, previously including a horse stall
Outhuilding

Cutbuilding, with sheep dip of recent construction
Cutbuilding, probably & wagon-shed previocusly, with
adjoining 'trapvloer’

Animal enclosure

Outbuilding, presently used for hay bale storage
Outbuilding, of recent construction, housing a tractor
Diesel tank

Sheep dip of recent constructicon
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Sub-section 5(i)

VVO5A

VVOSE

VVOSC

VVO5D

VVOSE

VVO5F

Outbulrlding, previously including a storchcuse, wagon-shed,

and animal enclosure, with evidence

planted with trees

House - 'langhuis’

Cutbuilding, prdhably a wagon-shed previously, with evidence

of a possible ‘trapvloer'

House - 'langhuis'

Vod

House, of recent construction

Outbuilding, possibly a wagon-ched previously, with an ad-

joining ‘trapvloer'

of a ‘trapvloer®, now



Verlorenvlei settlement — Sub-section 5 (ii)
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Sub~secticn 5(1i)

VVOBG

VVO5H

VOS5I

VOS5I

VVO5K

VVObLL

VVO5M

VVO5N

Cutbuilding, with evidence of a 'trapvloer®

House - 'langhuls' with T-extension

Houge = 'langhuis' with T-extension

Outbuilding

House

Outbuilding, including horse stall, horse-milil, and
'slaghuis’

Ouathuilding, of recent congtruction

Pre-fabricated house of recent construction
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Sub~gecticn 6
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VVOGA

WO6B

VVoeC

VVO6I

wWoeJ

VVOGL

VVO6BM

VVOON

Stone fourdations of ruin

Dilapidated 'langhuis'

Semd~detached house - modified 'lanchuis!
Outbuilding

Cutbuilding

Cutbuilding

Previously a house, converted into outbuilding with
horse-mill

Cuthuilding - garage

House - constructed in the 1950's

Oatbuilding

Outbuilding

Cutbuilding - garage

Stone foundations of ruin, probably a flanghuis’

House, constructed in the 1950'g
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Value of information system

The following examples dewonstrate the value of such an information system
to an attempt to place the settlement in historical perspective, as

well as to any future historical or architectural conservation underta-
king in the area. FEach example is discussed in detail in Chapter 5 and

illustrated with selected photographs and sketches.

The house VWO3M is at present only a stone foundation outline surmounted
by a heap of rubble and half-walls, from which it is difficult to deter-
mine the original plan of the building, or even to envisage the prior
existence of a house. However, being important. architecturally and
historically as reputedly one of the oldest houses in the settlement,

it was visited before its demolition during an excursion made by the
Vernacular Architecture Scociety in 1972, Slides of the house, then
still) occupied, were filed with the Cape Archives, and the house is
described in the notes for the excursion compiled by J. Walton. Also
included with the notes are a sketch of the house by J. and C. Walton
and a detailed floor plan by J. Walton. Mr. J. Walton has permitted the
inclusion of both the sketch and the floor plan in this report together

with prints of photographs taken by bim in the same year.

A second example, the house WO2ZB, is also only a stone foundation at
present, but a colour slide of the house before its demwolition was taken
by Professor J.R. Grindley, who has allowed a reproduction to be included

in this report.

The house, VVOIA, has undergone extensive mcdification since 1970, and

the nature of this modification can only be fully explained with reference
to photographs taken by Mr. J. Walton in 1970, To the casual observer,
the present house appears to be of recent construction, and unrelated to
the older 'langhuise' of the settlament, wherecas in fact it is a converted

'langhuis”'.

All the above houses have been occupied by members of the extended families
which form the settlement community. Both VVO3M and VVOI1A have 'brand-—
solders', and VVO3M is situated near to two relic 'trapvloere' and an out-
building which once housed a horse-mill. Knowledge of the existence and
nature of these houses is therefore vital to any interpretation of the

past life of the settlement community.



12¢

CHAPTER 5

Interpretation of the built environment in the Verlorenvlei farm

seti_:j;ement
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cerpretation of the bullt enviromrent
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The most significant features of the settlement, from an historical and
architectural point of view, have been selected from the nuclers infor-

mation system for inclusion in this report. The selecticn has been

&
O

based on criteria such as approximate age of the original hauilding;
architectural chavacteristics mcamon in relation to other settlement
features; architectural characteristics representative of the other
settlenmant foatures: characteristics which illustrate use of local na-
tural regources, response to environmental conditions, or local building
methods and technology; association of the feature with families or in—
dividuals of historical interest:; and contribution of the feature to an
understanding of the past way of life of the settlement community. While
photcgraphs and detailed descriptions of every fealure in the settlament
were made during the course of mapping, they have only been included
where they contribute directly to the development of historical perspec—
tive. TFurther study will enable the history of each building in the
settlament to be traced in detail, with a chronological record of usage,

occupancy, and modification or extension.

Bujlding methods and materials
The majority of the houses in the Verloreavlel settlement are of the style
termed 'langhuise', literally 'long houses'. The term derives fram their

method of construction.

When extension lengthways was no longer practical, extension continued

at right-angles from the middle of the 'langhuis', to form a T-shape,

as in the case of VWOBH and VWOS5I. A 'stoep' was constructed along

the front of the house, usually the vlei-facing elevation, or north
elevation. In front of this stoep a row of trees was planted to provide
shade from the excessive heat, for privacy and for aesthetic purposes, as

discussed in Chapter 6.

Walton (1952), in describing early Cape houses, explains their construc-
ticn as follows:
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"The earliest houses consisted of a si
fireplace at ore end and a portion curte
serve as a badroom. Dventually this te ; i @
cermanent: wall dividing the house into a kLtCMEH“lJVWDJ roon qnd

a bGJEOfk... Later the kitchen was sevarated from the living-voom
to provide a block of three rooms.,  The doorway with its hali-
doors, or ‘stable door’, l::d into the 1iving room which was flanked
by the kitchen on one side and a bedroom on the other.,  Light was
provjded by window CPCWLPU% wnch were unglazed, for all glass hed
to be imported from Eurcope. (In the case of Verlorenvlel, these
window openings can be covered by roughly-made wooden shutters)...
When a son was born an extra room was built on to the house, the
'buite kamer' or 'cutside room'. This was normally added to the
end of the house cpposite the kitchen and was entered by a separate
door fram the outside... In the edr!y days houses were scattered
and visiting entailed long jouwrnevs by oxX waggon or on horse back
so that the 'buite kamer' served as a visitors' room as well ag a
bedrocmn for the eldest son, a store room and, when a member of

the family died, the resting place for the corpse until it could

be buried."l

Outhuildings were built in a similar manmner, lengthways. Their original
use as outhuildings is confirmed by the lack of a chimney, wihich charac-
terises those buildings now used for storage, but originally used for
human habitation. Where an outbuilding, either singly such as VWO4A,

or in a row such as VWOSL, was used as a horse stall or ‘perdestal’,

the interior is chaiacterised by a long trough built of stone, with a
plaited leather rope attached to a metal ring at either end, and ruming
the length of the txrough, for the purpose of tethering the horses. If
an outbuilding was originally used as a 'slaghuis' or zbattoir, it is
characterised by a door with long vertical slits in the upper half to
allow for ventilation. Many outbuildings contain constructed storage
bins. More recent cutbuildings are constructed from corrugated material
IBR, or cement bricks, (one example being asbestos-clad mudbrick), and

have steel-~frame windows.

The foundationsof the houses in the Verlorenvlei settlement are built of
two or three layers of large stones, extending into a 'stoep' made of
randam rubble. The walls are constructed of a variety of materials
erected in a variety of methads. Part of the wall might be made of clay,
which appears to have been obtained fram a number of sources including
the alluvial fan of the stream dividing the settlement. The building
clay'was prepared well in advance. Days before the building began,
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the first batch of clay was prepared, erough for one Cay's building, This
clay was kneaded by foot to expal all the alr, and left until the next
day, when a new batch of clay was made, and the first batch re-kneaded.
This process was repeated until 15 days' worth of clay had been prepared,
and the building hegan, additional clay batches besing prepared each day.
Two wooden planks were stood on end lengthways and parallel to cone ano-
ther above the foundations, bolted together, and the clay packed ketween
them, When the clay had dried, the wooden supports were removed, and
re~erected on top of the layer of clay, so that a new layer could be lzid
on top of the first: The resulting horizontal lines demarcate the sepa-
rate layers of clay. The process was repeated until the wall was the
desired heic_;‘ht,‘2

Mudbricks were also used in the construction of walls, usually called
'green bricks' as they were sun-dried rather than baked, and were made
of clay and straw. These are of two colours: a dark grey or bhlackish
colour similar to the colour of the vlel mud, and suggesting the vliedl
as the origin of the material; and a reddish~yellcw colour similar to
the surrowding sand colour, probably fron the alluvial fan of the
settlament stream. Both foirma of brick in the older, more derelict
buildings, crumble into sanld very easily, especially directly ebove the
foundstions where the walls have prchably been exposed to more damp &hd
wind erosion. These bricks are held tovether by mud dagga. The mud-
brick walls are plastered with a mud dagga, occasionally mixed with dung,
or in some cases with patches of cement plaster, which usually peel away
from the mud walls. More modern baked bricks can also ke fournd, often

at the tops of walls in buildings where the thatch has been removed and
replaced by corrugated asbestos roofing. These baked bricks are usually
of a cement colour, and could be fran the cement factory at Picuetberg.
They are held together with cement dagga, and may ke plastered with

cement.

On the inside of some of the houses such as VOBK, the walls are covered
with red clay, giving them a deep pinkish-red colour, and making the

interior dark and cool. The exteriors are painted with white lime-wash,
which needs constant retouching. Shutters and stable-doors are wooden
and painted. The floors in th= older buildings appear to be of mud and
possibly dung, but more recent houges have cement floors., Save of the

houses, such as VWOlA and VVOSK, have ‘brandsolders' or lofts, which
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provided for storage and for protection against fire if the thatched

roof were to catch alight. The loft is usually entered by means of

a doorway in one gable which can be reached either by a stepladder or

by constructed steps (VVOS5K). Reed ceilings can be found occasicnally,

or dark wooden ceilings, but many of the 'langhuise' have thatched roofs,
with no ceilings, and exposed wooden pole raftérs. The thatch is made of

reeds and wheat straw. Clumps of Juncus Kraussi are often split apart

and straddled across the top of the roof as capping. On older houses,
‘moss and the occasional plant may be found growing on the thatched roof.
More recent houses are roofed with corrugated asbestos, and have asbes-
tos gutters draining into water tanks. The desperate need for water

collection is indicated by the tendency to use all corrugated roofs for

drainage, no matter how small the surface area, even those on outhouses

(figure 5.]).

e

Figure 5.1

Outhouse with water drainage ard collection. Photooraph: S£. Sinclair

























Figare 5.7
WO2B : 1975 Photograph : J.R.Grindley
N/E elevation

The present state of this feature is shown in figure 5.3, The pricr
existence of a house is evidenced by the row of eucalyptus trees along
the northern elevation as with VWO6M. A photograph was located of the
house before its demolition (figure 5.7 ), and shows the buttresses that
had been constructed to reinforce the deteriorating walls.
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Figure 5.8
VWO2B: 1979
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VVO3K




rigure 5.9
VVO3K : 1972 Photograph: J. VWalton
N/W elevation

The 'trapvloer' VWO3K is typical of the 10-12 threshing floors, including
VVO3N, that have been identified in the settlement. At present, of this
and most of the floors, cnly the vestiges remain and are not recoonisable
at first glance as significant features of the built environment. The
past manner of use of the threshing floors is illustrated by Kolbe (1727)
as shown in figure 5.10, and described as follows:
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", . .Buropeans at the Cape... don't thrafh out their Corn, but have
it trodden out by Oxen or Horjfe not in a Barn or cover'd Place, but
in the COpen Air; on a Floor, which is made in the following Mannzr -
They take Cow-Dung and a little Strew; and with Weter, mix
and worx ‘em together. When they have made a ifficient
Quantity of this Loam, they pread it pretty thick in a Circle
of about 10 Yards Diameter, and turn Horjaes vupon it to tread
it clo’e dovm They then leave it to harden in the Sun; and
in a few DdYﬁ it becones as herd as Stone.

On the Extranities of this Floor they lay two Rounds of Sheaves,

Bars to Ears; and drive over them a Team of Fight Hor, es or Oxen,
round and round, now and then turning the Sheaves, tiil they

judge the Corn is all trodden out. This, without Doubt, will

put the Scripture Reader in Mind of the Cu j tom of Treading ocut

Corm by Ozen among the Children of I; rael. But for this

Bu; ivefs I mu/t needs prefer Hores to Oxen. Horjes not only tread
more firmly than Oxen, and confequently tread Corn out much jooner;
but they are much more cleanly. Oxen fratter their Dung very liberal-
ly among the Corn. Horjes in theixr Dif chardmui are neither fo
frequent nor jo filthy. 'Tis indeed, a nauy dtlnq Martel to a Stranger
to fee either Oxen or Horos dunging amcng Corn. But the Sun qulvkly
dries the Dung to fuch & Degree, that 'tis an eajie Matter to clear
the Corn of it all.

'"Tis mo/t certain, that Corn is much more expeditiou’ly got out
of the Ears Ly the Tread of Hor “es and Oxern, than it is by
Thrahirg, A Team of ight Hor j es or Oxen will tread out more
Corn in a few Hours, than a Dozen Fen can thro h out in a whole
Day. The Crops of Corn are, in the General, jo larqe at the
Cape, that it would, in all Likelihood, cojt the farmers there a
whole Winter to thLU,n it out; wherzas, by Treading, Lne whole
Bufinejs is perform'd in le;s than a Month.

When the Corn is trodden out, they winnow it. After which, they
pafs it through a Machine they call Harke, which performs the
Bufinefs of a Sieve; clearing the Corn of all Send and other Dirt,
too heavy to he carried off by the Wind. The Corn in the Ears,
that efcape the Tread of the Cattle, is very inconjiderable.

In the Seafon for the Treading it out, Flocks of Birds, of various
Kinds, hover and Jettle about the Floors, feeding luquloljly

on the Wejte-Crains."
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Mentzel (1785) criticises both the illustration of the threshing~flcor

and the description of threshing given by Kolbe (1727):

"On his first coppzrplate on page 112, Kolbs has shown six horses
and & negro on an African threshing-floor with the grain spread
out on it. Now, if a sensible person sees such a drawing, gives
it sone credit and examines it thoughtfully, he can come to no
other conclusion than that those colonists are truly stupid

people vho do their work in a crude fashion without knowledge or
intelligence. Cne cannot deny that Kolbe saw a great deal in
Africa, but he also obtained knowledge of many more things fram
hearsay; but what he saw, he ohserved without attention, without
thoughtiulness (I almost said without intelligence): nor did he
ascertain the cause; or the reason why a thing was done in a certain
way and not otherwise; ard from what he discovered by hearsay only,
one can easily see that many fables were told him. But be that
as it may; I want to come back to the method of threshing in that
country once more, evenithough it may seem superfluous, and de-
scribe it a little more clearly and in greater detail. In the
first place, a threshing-flcor is a round level piecce of ground,
thirty-five to torty Rhenish feot in diameter, whose floor is
solidly laid ocut and levelled with clay and cow-dung like a barn-
floor. This barn—flocr is surrounded by a wall of four or five
feet high, solely for the purpose of preventing cattle from
walking on it and befouling it, or damaging the surface during

wet weather.  Even then it has to be repaired and improved

every year before harvesting time. Only horses are usged for
threshing the grain and never oxen, for these, when driven quickly
drop thin dung and dirty the grain.

Now during threshing time, in the early morning at daybreak, a

slave throws as many sheaves from the stack onto the threshing-fizor
as are necessary to cover the entire floor all round in a circle

of such breadth that four horses coupled side by side can tread on
the sheaves. The proper performance of this work (of threshing)
depends chiefly on thes proper covering of this floor with sheaves.
Thus, for the circle to be formed, first a few sheaves are laid
lengthwise at an angle up to a width necessary for four horses,
walking abreast; for in the centre of the threshing-floor a

circular spot remains empty around the slave who guides the horses
lest the horses becamne dizzy or giddy on account of the sharp turn.
When four or five sheaves have been laid end to end across the
threshing~floor the other slaves start putting on the rest in an
orderly way. The first are laid with their ears on the sheaves
lying crosswise and now they keep in laying on the sheaves, going
fram right to left, so that the ears of the follcwing rows reach

no further with their tips than up to the ears of the sheaves lying
under them. The ears, therefore, since they lie upwards and a little
higher than the other end of the sheaf where there is only straw,
which rests on the bare floor and lower, lie altogether on top of the
straw, and when the entire circle next to the wall has been stacked,
so that two or three rows of sheaves still have to be stacked, the
. sheaves first laid across are removed but those laid on them lifted
up, and the last batch to be laid on is pushed below those first put
in place and now lifted up. In this way one sees nothing on the
whole floor but the ears lying on top and hardly any straw; indeed
one camnot see either the beginning or the end of the circle, since



the last sheaves were as far as necessary pushed below the first,
so that the ears all lie adijoining one ancother. On Kolbs's coppe
engraving on the other hand, the ears are guite wrongly placed and
all turned towards the centre of the floor, which would give an
entirely unsuitable position for treading them out.  When the
threshing~floor has thus heen fully covered and seems to be filled
with ears only, everything is left like that, for the sun to dry
out the moisture which the grain may have absorbed in the stack,
thereby having becore clammy.  Thus it is made more suitable for
treading out. At 8 o'clock then, a solid breakfast is taken, and
immediately afterwards eight horses, in two teams of four abreasc
and bound to two ropes, are led onto the threshing-floor and driven
over the grain by a slave standing in the centre of the floor with
a gmall whip in his hand, not at a gallop but merely at a steady
trot. The circular course of the horses has also to be regulated
systematically; for, as the sheaves were laid from right to left,
the horses have to be driven in the same direction, i.e. anti-
clockwise, towards the ears, so that they first tread them from
the straw, or break than off. Indeed, since the ears lie foremost
and a little upwards on the sheaves, they are almost ‘entirely
ripped off when the horses have made hardly twenty rounds. As
the horses tread with their flat unshod hoofs on the ears lying

on top, they move and rub then at the same time, so that the
grains have to fall out so cleanly that nothing can remain in the
ears. When the horses have thus circled for two hours they are
let out for a blow, and meanwhile the already half trodden-out
straw is shaken up with wooden forks and twrned over, so that

the trodden-out grains can fall through onto the threshing-flocr
and the untrodden ears come to the top as much as possible. te
wards the horses are brought back and driven round for about ano
hour. In the meantie noon draws near, everything is left lying
as it is, and the midday meal is taken.

There is generally a licght South~Ezster every day at this season,
seldom stronger than a pleasant breeze. After the meal, the straw
is shaken up with wooden forks and the wind carries off most of it;
unless the farmer hag built a shed close to the threshing-floor
whose side wall is open on top in the direction of the South-Easter,
in such case the wind would blow most of the straw into the shed
where it is kept for mixing with the manure. If the farmer has

no such shed but still wants to keep sane straw for litter, the
slaves would have to gather it fram the floor with their hands,
shake it out and carry it to where it is to be stacked." 7



146

YwWOo3M







148

Ficure 5.i2
VVO3M - & & E elevations
1972.

Photograph: J. Walten

The occupancy of the house by Michiel de Beer, owner of the farm fram
1837 to 1860 , and therefore the position of VWO3M as the central farm-
house on the Smit section of the settlement, appears to be confirmed by
an extract from the will of Michiel Johannes de Beer and his wife,
Glaudina Maria Louw, dated 3 February 1854:

..."het '"Woonhuis' en het 'Broodhuis' naar mynen dood uitdrukkelyk
en wel byzonderlyk aan mynen Zoon Michiel Johamnes zal moeten toe-
behoren, en door hem als vrye en eigen Goed bezeten te worden - en
verder dat de Molen met desselver Gebouwen daar aan, aan myne Zocnen
gezamentlyk zal toebehoren"19. ‘

As WO3L is the site of the mill or 'Molen', it is likely that the
"Woonhuis' referred to in the will is a part of VWO3M. The building de-
scribed as the 'Broodhuis%hakery'wasgmobably the western end of the
extended building, to which is attached the 'bakoond', while the 'Woonhuis'
was probably the eastern end%l The presence of a bakery bears out a
cament made in an interview by a member of the cammunity to the effect
that the women of the settlement used to bake up to 24 loaves of bread

in the cven of VVO3M.
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VVO4A : December 1979 Photograph :
W elevation

The use of horses for turning the mills in the Verlorenvlei settlement
represents the heavy reliance of rural communities of the nineteenth
century on animal power for grinding of corn, threshing of wheat, and
transportation, including buck-wagons, (figure 5.18), Cape carts and
riding. This heavy reliance on animal labour explains the number of
disused horse-stalls in the settlement, such as VVO4A. More than half
of the horse-stall wall is of stcne, suggesting that it was originally
a stone animal enclosure, and only later built up of stone and mud-
bricks to allow for roofing with thatch. The windows are small, with
bars of thin, round pieces of wood.

: S. Sinclair

s
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Figure 5,17
VVO4D : December 1979 Photograph : P. Holtrop
W elevation

This outbuilding appears to have been built as a wagon shed, to house a
wagon such as the one shown in figure 5.18, It has a wice doorway in the
southern elevation, opening onto a threshing-floor, and is similar to

VWOSF. It presents an interesting profile revealina the variety of
building materials and methods which have been used in the construction
of the built environment of the Verlorenvlei settlement. The lowest

stratum is of stone, followed by a stratum camposed of lavers of clay
mud, then by one made ©of dark grey mudbricks, and finally by one
of yellow-red mudbricks.

The wagonshed and 'trapvloer' appear to form part of one of the wheat-
processing units, together with horse-mill and horse-stall in VVOSL,
and the house VO5K, with its 'brandsolder' and 'bakoond'.
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Figure 5.19
VVO5H : December 1979
E/N elevation

Photograph : S. Sinclair

A T-shaped house with three fireplaces and chimneys, one at each end of
the T, it was sketched in 1978 by Mr. T. Grogan, 12 and the sketches
are included in this report with Mr, Grogan's permission. The 'bakoond'
on the northern elevation has had the layer of limestone remwoved, al-
though the oven door can still be seen inside the northern kitchen.
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Figure 5,20
YWosH - June 1978

N/W elevation



160

- £ ,,
e gt R - ey ,.q J
ltaﬂg.,m’): - e g

;

AN
1—7}“?f’
June 1978

VObH - S elevation

N 153 e
e i .
ol e
B T S
Ko o™ ¥ K
o R ;
. v 2 ~— -
) ' N e . -~
- —

§
H



Flg‘ure 5.22
WO5SH - December 1979 Photograph : S. &1
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Figure 5.25
Ladder, 'strooigaffels' and 'meultou’. Photograph : P. Holtrop

In the past history of the Verlorenvlei area, and of the Swartland, mills of
various kinds for grinding corn were common because of the importance of
wheat as an econamic activity, and the suitability of the natural environment
and climate for wheat cultivation. Horse-mills were more common than water-
mills because of the aridity of the area, and the seasonal variability of

the rainfall, with rivers often drying up completely in winter. In EE§
Verlorenvlei area, there is evidence of a water-mill at Klaarefontein,
although this is not listed by Walton (1974) because the mill itself no
longer exists.

"...in many parts of the country, where streams are unreliable
or non-existent, horse-mills continued in use well into this
century, and several carplete examples have survived. In
wheat-growing areas where streams often dry up for several
months, or even years, almost every farm had its horse-mill for
grinding its wheat."lé

Walton (1974) has made a detailed study of horse-mills in South Africa, and
fram the distribution map included in his book,l7it can be seen that the
north-western Cape is the predominant area for occurrence of horse-mills.

In his Index,l8 Walton lists the farms with horse-mills in the Piquetkerg
district: Aurora (the mill now being in the Swellendam Drostdy Museum),
Bonteheuwel, Diepekuil, Kersefontein, Klaarefontein, Knolvlei, Koopmans-— 19
kraal, and Verlorenvlei. The Klaarefontein mill has also been dismantled.

Of these mills, Walton devotes much of his discussion to the newer mill at
the Verlorenvlei settlement, which was visitec and(?hotographed during the
Vernacular Architecture Society excursion in 1972? the colour slides
being filed in the Cape Archives. Walton includes in the book a series
of photographs of Mr. Piet Coetzee of Verloren Vlei (VWC6I) demonstrating
the making of a leather 'meultou'.
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On Walton's distribution ma{;}—] most of the horse-mills occuriving on the
Cape west coast are overdvift, with one cog~and-rung drive, an example of
this being in the Bokcmo mill musewrn in Malmesbury.  "The difficalty of
making large coggexl driving wheels must have restricted their use, and
most farmers continued to use a rope-drive and employ vwhatever means they
could to cvercone their difficulties” ,,28 caused by the rope stretching and
slipping. As the rope-mill did not require such precise carpentry, it
is more comron in the Verlorenviel area, where limited matecials and
limited skill in carpsntry were available. In the case of the newer
will in the Verlorenviel settlement, the rope was crossed to ensure a

batter grip ou the pulley.

All the mills in the Verlorenwlei settlement were of the rope-and-pulley
drive variety. TFrom the diagrams of the newer mill, drawn by P. Holtrop,
the method of cperation can be seen (figures5.27-29). The pulley is
mounted on a quant ebove the runner-stone, which is then overdrift. The
pulley is driven by a rope (‘meultou') which is held in place by a groove
arowrd the circunference of the giant wooden wheel, 4-5 metres in diaveten,
and mounted on a massive upright shaft. The operation of the horge-mills
is well-describad by Walton (1974) in his chapter on "Horse-mills™ ,29
Walton also identifies andyprobable socurce cf the millstones in the Verloren-
vliei mills:

"Many of the millstones used in the Sandveld were quarried from
Meulsteen Vlei, at the top of Van Khyn's Pass between Nieuwoudt-
ville and Calvinia. The floor of this extensive shaliow viei

is made of hard, steeply-dipping sendstone beds,... which are the
thickness of mill-stones and thus provide stones with a minimum
of effort." 30

Operational horse-mills are not such a rarity in the Piguetberg area, and
are well-represented in museums such as the Bokamo mill nuseum at Malmesbury,
the S»Jelleﬁdam Drostdy Museum, the Moorreesburg Wheat Museum (still to be
reassembled and housed), and the Worcester Landbou Museum. HoweVer, the
value of the Verlorenvlel mills, especially the one housed in VWOSL, is
that they exist in situ, within the cammnity to which they represented
such a vital part of life, as it were, the dynamo or driving force which
is now dead. They afe a testimony to a way of life that is now past, to-
gether with the unused brandsolders, threshing-floor ruins, empty and
dilepidated horse-stalls, and unused decaying'bakoonde!  More important,
although they provide the clue to the past, and although they remain an



integral part of the scttlerent, they arve bidden from view. 7Their exis~
tence remaing a secret, and until they heve been discovered; the force
that gave the now siow-moving and quiet settienent its vitality remains

a mystery.  When the elderly mzmbers of the comwnity, with their mempories
reaching back almost eighty years into the past, spesl of at least a hun-
dred people living in the settlarent, of every house with ten or more
children, of large week~long parties over Christnas and New Year, and of
up to 24 loaves of bread being baked in the 'baloorde; such scenes seem
impozsible to inagine in the Verlovenvleld of today... until one has dis-
covered the horse~nills, the thresning-floors, the'brandsolders) and the

'bakoonde!
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Figure 5.31

vWoeC - 1970 Photograph : J. Walton
E/N elevation

Also sketched by T. Grogan (1978 ), the sketch beinc included as ficqures 37
this house has been made semi-detached, housing the Mostert family in

the eastern half and the Brand family in the western half. The next
building to the west, VVO6G, was once a house but is now an outbuilding
containing a horse-mill in one of its rooms. Together with the horse-
mill (VWO06G), and probably the 'trapvloer' (VVOSF), the house with its
large 'brandsolder' formed a further wheat-processing unit which was
associated with the Mostert family.
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CHAPTER 6

Factors which have shaped the Verlorenvlei settlement
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The beginnings of the settlement

From the descriptions of the man-made features in the Verlorenvlei settle~
ment, which are based on a detailed ground study, from discussions with
menmbers of the conmmity and architects, and fram a close examination of
the aerial photographs of 1942, it has been possible to produce a map of the
early settlemeat (figure ©.3 )., This map represents the settlement

in 1942, although it is difficult to determine the length of the period
during which the settlement grew to this stage, or the sequence of develop-

ment..

The earliest date at which habitation associated with farming could be ex-
pected to be found is at the beginning of the eighteenth century, with the
granting of the first lcan places. An 'opstal' is mentioned in the loan
place document relating to "aan de hoek van de verlore valleii" in l750.l
Thunberg, however, in the journal of his visit to Verlooren-valley in 1774,
camped for several days in the open air along the banks of the river, down
to the mouth. He mentions that no cclonists dwelt there, which is borne
out by the fact that he had to camp out in a colony where travellers re-
lied heavily on the hospitality of the farmers. Hekalso notes that there
were a few places for grazing cattle, but that these were cared for by
Hottentots.2 Barrow, on the other hand, in describing his journey of
1797, and his visit to Verlooren-valley, says: "The margin of the lake,
however, was belted with good ground, and seemed to be tolerably well in-

habited." 3

The earliest map which provides evidence of habitation in the position of
the present Verlorenvlei settlement is the Historical Map fram the Gordon
Collection, (figure 2.2 ).4 According to Mossop (1947 )? this map can be
dated at circa 1790. & As the copy of the map is small, an enlargement of
the Verlorenvlei section has been produced photographically.In the area
called 'Verloren Valey hoek', between two shaded areas of higher ground
imnediately to the north of the 'Zout pan', is the symbol associated with
a farm habitation elsewhere on the map. This symbol is an open circle
with a miniature drawing of a house. Written immediately across fram
the symbol in the only open area on the map, although in a position across
the lagke, is toe name 'viuge kraal'. No other mention of this name has
been encountered in the course of this study. Mossop (1947 ), in outlining
the life of Andries Greef, says:
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"Between 1769 and 1773 Andries owned the grazing rights on three
farms in the Piquetberg district as well as Oliphantskuyl in
Swartland. They were Verloren Valley, Lange Fonteyn and Drie-
fontein/. .. Driefontein, near it (Langefontein), is shown on

the map from the Gordon Collection as 'the farm of Andries Greef.'"8

Mossop does rot identify the owner of the habitation indicated on the site
of the Verlorenvlei settlement, although a member of the settlement com—
munity has reported the popular belief that Greef lived in VVO3M, regarced
as the cldest house in the settlement. Paterson stayed several days at
the house of Andries Gueff or Greef in the Verlorenvlei area because the
river was so swollen by the rains of 1779 as to be impassable. The po-
sition of the habitation of Andries Greef indicated on the Gordon collec-
tion map (figure 2.2 ) is at the point where the river is shown as be-
gimming to widen out, and probably coincides with the position of the

farm, Groote Drift, which Greef held as a loan place from 1773--1778,9

If Greef did indeed occupy VWO3M, and if VVO3M is the oldest house, the
beginnings of the settlement can ke dated as being in the second half of
the eighteenth century. As VWO3M fcrmed a wheat-processing node  with
two threshing-floors, one probably older than the other, a horse-mill

and a horse-stall, it can then be postulated that the settlement developed
directly frow a wheat cultivation and processing basis. Farther nodes
must have been added to the original during the period when cultivation
was flourishing, processing was done locally with the aid of animal labcur,
and transport of the surplus by sea on the cutters of the Stephan brothers
made wheat export economically feasible.

On the diagram (page 85 ) accompanying the original quitrent grant for
the piece of land including the loan places 'In de Verlorene Valley' and
'Keurfontein',lO in the semi-circle.indicating 'The Roode Verlooren Vally'
only an 'old fourdation' and a 'hut' are drawn at the intersection of
roads identifying the present settlement. This diagram was drawn in 1837,
but is likely to show surveying landmarks rather than all features in
the area.

Archdeacon's first map, dated 1869,ll shows no sign of habitation at the
present site of the Verlorenvlei settlemer”’:. On the two subsequent
Archdeacon maps, 1869-70 and 1971,12 five small buildings are indicated
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at the site, with only twoe at the present site of Elandshaail, suggesting
that at the timz the Verlovenvliei sottlement was larger than Blandsbazi.
On the Divisional Map of Piguetberg of lS%O,lj showing farm houses in
the area by the symool H, only a Hut is indicated at the road intersec-
tion wvhere the present settlement is situated, again probably being a

surveying landmark.

According to the above evidence, it would appear that the first habitation
on the site of the settlement was built bastween 1750 and 1790, making the
oldest building approximately 200 years old. By 1837 there were at least
two structures, and by 1869 probably a minimun of five.  This would place
the major pericd of growth and subéequent decline of the settlement within
the last hundred and twenty years or so, and would coincide with the
Impression of high wheat production conveyed by Burger (1975): '"Die
Agricultural Society rapportesr in 1860 dat R1O OO0 (se graan) langs die

Verloren Vallel af uitgevoer isﬁ"l4

At this point, such conclusions cannot be substantiated. They rely on the
reported observations of early travellers who may have passed by too far
fram evidence of habitation to have seen it, or may have seen it but neg-
lected to record it. They elso rely on the persconal interpretation and
inclination of cartographers, who may have felt an early settlement to

be too small to be worth recording, or who may have concentrated on fea-
tures of natural topography. The buildings theselves are difficult to
date, because of the persistence of the old building methods even into
the present. While more substantial evidence is still required, this
estimate of the major period of change in the settlement coincides with
the growth period experienced by Velddrift, also sited on a farm owned by
Theunis Erasmus Smit from 1839 to 1895, but associated with fishing rather
than wheat farming.15 Smit (figure 6.1 ) began acquiring land at Ver-

Jorenvlel in 1856.16



Environmental factors deteymining the siting of

Pac3

A deteymining feature of the environmant has been the vlei or coastal lake,
The presence of a large water bady has affected the siting of 'the settle~
ment', and provided many resources which have influenced the way of life,

and the characteristics of the man-made enviromment.  The vied has been

a food source for humans, it has provided grazing for the stock; it has

been used forr building materials such as mud and reeds; it has been a

gource of water for irrigation, dorestic purposes and animal consumption:

it has mitigated the climatic conditions end provided a significant aesthetic
attraction. However other reascns must be sought for the siting of the

settlement at its specific position on the southern bank of the vlei.

Field study has revealed a munber of considerations which must have dic-
tated the siting of the Verlorenvlei settlement. It developed on either
side of what appears from all evidence to have been the alluvial fan of
a stream. This stream would have provided a strong attraction to early
settlers as a source of fresh water, of clay for building, and of an

extent of fertile soil in which vegetables, lucerne and fruit could be planted

The settlement has bezn placed in a small 'amphitheatre’, whiéh affords 2
nurber of advantages. In a rough semi-circle behind the settlement are
hills which act as a catchment area for the stream, allow for access from
the south, and provide shelter from the southerly winds, besides the addi-
tional benefit of stone for building. During a period of hostility between
and from indigenous people, the settlement would have gained same protection
framn the hills to the south and the water body to the north. The settlement
has been built on the large area of flatter ground enclosed by the semi-circle
of hills, where the slope is gradual enough to allow for construction of
buildings with simple technology. While the alluvial fan is a flat area
suitable for small-scale cultivation, a larger sandy area to the south of
the hills enclosing the settlement has proved suitable for large-scale cul-

tivation of crops such as wheat.

The orientation of the settlement in this site is to the north, which is
the usual response to climatic conditions in the southern hemisphere. A
northward orientation has provided the most pleasant aspect as it is simul-
taneously vlei-facing. The pattern of reed-beds in the vlei in front of

the settlement is such that, while reeds are available as a rescurce, there



186

is access to the cpen waters of the vlel Zor fiching or transportation
purposes.  The settlement is also relatively close to the sea, with its
modifying effect on the climate, its food resocurces, and the possibility
of transportation to outsids markets. To the scuth lies the salt pan,
providing an invaluable rescurce in the days before refrigeracion. Also

to the south are additional sources of fresh water, such as Atjar's fontein.

The above considerations nust all have played a part in determining the
presant situation of the settlament, as a conscious Or unconscious re-

sponse of the early settlers to envirommerntal factors.
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Figure 6.3
Aerial photograph showing threshing Photograph: S. Sinclair
floor vwO2Aa :

VWheat-processing units or nod es.

A close study of the chronological series of aerial photoaraphs of the
settlement revealed a number of white circular features (ficure 6.3)
which corresponded with relic 'trapvloere' or threshing-floors identified
during the course of ground ctudy. The number of white circular features
on the photographs exceeded the number of threshing-floors identified on
the ground, suggesting the possibility of additicnal threshing-floors in

a state of ruin that rendered them unnoticeable. A detaile¢ search was
made for these threshing-floors, with the aid of the aerial vhotoaraphs,
and a positive identification resulted in most cases, verified by dis-
cussion with memrbers of the community.

Ten threshing-floors have been confirmed, four in the Coetzee section of

the settlement, and six in the Smit section. In addition, there is a
possibility of at least three more, one in the Coetzee section and two

in the Smit section (figure 6.3). Slight discrepancies in the configura-

tion of the threshing-floors in aerial photographs taken at different dates
suggest that all the floors were not used simultaneously. The floors probably
show up clearly on the aerial photographs because of their hardened, flat
surfaces, and the wheat remants lying on these surfaces.

In the Coetzee section, which has two horse-mills, one or two of the - .
threshing-floors occur in conjunction with a horse-mill, a horse-stall, a
wagon shed, and a house with a 'brandsolder' and 'bakoond', to form a
distinct wheat-processing unit. In the Smit section, a similar wheat
processing unit occurs, associated with the one horse-mill identified to
date. Viewing the settlement as a whole, there appears to be approximately
one threshing-floor for each of the older houses, or clusters of two to three

houses, each complex beina associated with a branch of the extended Smit/
Coetzee family.
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Major natural reso affecting

Certain natural rescurces have hed a major influs

rural setticment, its develogmental trends, and on land-use

the vicinity of the Verlorenvlei settloment.

= ) -~

Firet ard Lorawozt amongst these reswwroes g fraesh water for human con-

sumption, domestic purposes, andmal consuvapbion, and irrigaticon of or

The low rainfall, the long

o

vought , the hich rate of evaporation

in sumcer, and the brackish coality of the coastzl lake water, places
fresh water at a premium,. The utility of the water at presont is being
examinad by Ms. 1. Roberteson of the School of Envivermental Studies.

- for closer

The pressure of the need faor water in the past is a subjec

investication.

Evidence from the records of lomn place allocations suggests that scarcity
of watcer has always been a major consideration although other evidence
conveys the inpression that the shortace of water may be more critical in
the present than it has been in the past. The siting of the Verlovenvlei
settloment appears to have boen determined by the presence of s large
stream runming into the lake at that point.  The fact that this stream
ne longer exists could be due to a lower rainfall possibly caused by a
climatic change, or to negative effects of overutilisstion of agricultural
land and overgrazing in the catchment arvea of the stream. Water eveila-
bility has bean affected by stock-holding and grazing over more than two
centuries. Reduction in the natural vegetation has reduced ground cover:
increased runoff, erosion end removal of topsoil; reduced the crganic con-
tent: of the soil,;and consequently affected its water catchment potential.
The greater availability of fresh water in the past appears to be confirmed
by the lack of evidence of major water storage facilities at a pericd when
the houses and outbuildings were roofed with straw and would not have
provided for roof drainage and tank storage as is practised widely in the
settlement today. The decline of wheat production in the present, when
improved methods of cultivation and easier access to markets in the south
should have stimulated the economic viability of wheat production, appears
to confinm that climatic factors have reduced the favourability of the area

for wheat.
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¥hile the significance of fresh water availability ard usage of the
fluctuating water in the Verlorenvlel river in relation to huamn settle-
ment end land usage cannot yet be fully outlined in historical perspective,
the results of this study point to a period of greater water availability
and utility which contributed to the expnzion of the Verlorenvlei

0

settler Conwvevsely, the psricds of static and now-declining roman

settleront at Verlorenviel would appear to ba linked to a decline in

avallability and utility.

he secord natural rescource which has influeonced human settlevent chavao-

teristice and land use patterns is the nutural vegetation. The low

arazing poten L 0f the vegetation has contributed to the sevore over-

grazing to which the area has bheen subjected over hundreds of years, es-

pecially in periods of drcught. Tha lack of trees has led tb the planting

of exotics for purposes such as shade from excessive heat,and fuel; es
well ag to the necd to use alternative natural resources for building and
te import wood needed for congtruction. The lachk of trees has therefore
considerdbly shapaed the characteristics of the \ J”l\ wenvlel settlemsnt,
both in buiiding materials and design, and contrlbu'«:ed Lo its unicue
character, which has in twmn influenced the way of 1ife in the settlement.
The nature of the natural vegetation as an indicator of agricultural poterns-
tial tends to have been overlocked, for the arid coastal fynbog/Table
Mountain Series combination does not indicate potential for wheat prodvn-
tion in the same way as the renosterbos/Malmesbury Series combination
which predaminates in the Swartland. The reed vegetation associated with
the coastal lake is a renewable natural resource which doces not appear to
have been exploited significantly in the past except to some extent in roof
thatching, although it is being used at present for dune stabilisation
north of Elandsbaai by the Forestry Departwent. The reed beds are the
basis of theprimary productivity in the coastal lake system which supports
the waterbird and fish population, both of which were exploited as a food
source in the past, before more stringent control by the Cape Department

of Nature and Environmental Conservation. Water plants such as Myriv

spicatum supplement the terrestrial grazing available for cattle, while the
‘waterblcamnetjies' occurring inland on the river are a natural food source
for the human population. The characteristics and potential of the natural
vegetation are being investigated by Ms S. Lane, Ms. S. Milton, and Mr. C.
Boucher, and the results of their research will allow for an examination of
natural vegetation as an influence on human settlement anc land use over

.

time.
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Tree-planting

Planted trees are an importent feature of the Verlorenvlod setrienent,

and have been indicated on the map. Meinig (1962) points cut thet it

A4S a DopLaar i £ TN e T e L2 PRI T L - yox
Was a popllar in the 1870's that: "Not oaly would ‘the breaking

up oif the soil’ help to alize' the climate (more even distribution

of rainfall through the vear), but the planting of trees would certainiy
o

increase the annual reinfall. "™

it 2 DU T o ey o Y 3 1 :
such theories do not appezr to have been applied to the Veriorenviei

]

settlement, as it is not surrcunded scale planting of iree stands.

:

Instead, the practice developad early of planting small stands, or rows

of three or more trees in front of the stoeps of the houses in the selile-
ment.  As the stoep is usually on the north elevation, facing the vlei
iz row of trees was planted in front of the north elevation. One of
the prime functions of such tree-planting would appear to ke the provi-

ces would

sion of shade with its associated ccolness The row. of i
cast ghade on thz western and middle parts of the stoep fror mid-norning

to mid-day, and on the widdle to eastern parts of the stoep after mid-day.
The need for shade and coolness is intensified by the treeless character
£ the natural environment in the Verlorervled area, and by the intense
heat during the sumer. The treee would also provide sone protection
fram rain during the wetter winter season, (in those years when the rain-
fall was net low), as the rainbearing winds zre from the north-west.
However, the likelihood that rain is not the overriding consi-
deration is borne out by the low rainfall figures for the area, by the
lack of protective plates at the bottom of the doors, and by the fact
that the doors open outwards in sore cases, both being features of a
drier environment.lg Other reasons for tree-planting in the settlement
are the need for privacy, and various aesthetic requirements.  Tress
could be seen as purely decorative, as a softening influence, as objects
of beauty providing a contrast with a harsh arid environment, a splash
of green in a place predominantly coloured red cor yellow by the all-
pervasive sand, or as tall and elegant in a region of many small rounded

bushes.

Three predominant species of trees have been identified in the deliberate

tree-planting patterns of the Verlorenvlei settlement.<?Q These are:

- Acacia cyclops or rooikrantz
- Eucalyptus cladocalyx or sugar gum
- Schipus molle, the Peruvian mastic tree or pepper tree.

- All three trees are exotic species. Acacia cyclops, although usually

regarded as an alien invader or pest, has not attained invasive propor—

tions within the settlevent, although it has done =o on the northern bark

ke
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of the lake opposite the settlensnt, and elsewhere in the area. it is
known to ke wall-adapted to Cepe coastal condibions, including wind and
salinity. Within the settlewent, various factors may confrol its growth,

-

such as animal and human tratfic, uvse for firewood,; and the intenss heat

e near animal enclosurss.

and aridity. It is planted to provide sh

L‘uca] vptus

ladocalyx

and other eucalypts are used for

" 1.

‘Laﬂghalfﬂ‘ stoeps, uwsually parallel with the north

£

shade in Jj._\)i}L of the
vlei~facing elevation, and often in a row of two, three or more trees.

Bucalyptus cladecalyx or the sugar gum is native to Auvstralia

”LJm@r favorrable conditions it attains over 100 feet in

height and 3-5 feet in diampter, hut on poor soils and with

low rdmfaJl it may be only 30 feet in haight and a foob in

diameter... The altitudinesl range ig 100-2000 feet. In
ey the maximan e r‘“‘-‘.l.dt’dl eg in the shade often exceed

100'F, whilst in winter 10-20 frosts occur at the higher

altitudes, Snow is \7uy rare. The ammual rainfall is

1525 inches and droughts are 1i C’t, le to occur. ..

Sugar gum hes beep extensively planted in Australia, oubside

of ils natural habitaet, for farm ¢ 7m~ﬂr, shelter and cimanent.

In plantations it develeps excellent pole fomm. The timber

ig madnly u 14

Ul

J\./

in the round for p\)ms split for posts and
in heavy construction."?21

Tt occurs on gkeletal or podsolic soils, freguently rathsr shallow, the

parent material being quartzites, sedimentary and, less camnonly, lime-

stone. The subgoil is clay within 1-3 feet of the surface, with

variable drainage. It is also used for shelter ard ornamental purposes. =
Pucalypts do not appear to have been used for bullding purposes within

the settlement, other woods appearing in the houses.  These other woods
would have had to be brought into the area by means of Cape buck wagons,

which were used for transportation, and are still housed in the settlemsnt,

The peppar tree, Schinus molle, apart from provi':ljng cshade, is a very

"/J

attractive tree, with its “graceful drooping branches. It therefore
performs an aesthetic function, as it softens and beautifies the rather
harsh natural environment. It is a native of South America, of the
family Anacardiacae, of which there are 30 species occurring fram Mexico
to Argentinia. It is used as an ornamental street tree in South Africa,
even in arid Rarrco conditions, such as at Matjiesfontein,

and is evergreen. Its greenness has the effect of increasing its
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aesthetic appzal in an area renowned for iteg zandiness and barrermaes ab

1)

certain secasons. The gsmall pes~iike rogy red fruits are attractive to
birds, and the tress provide a congonial hame for weaver birds, who use

the thatch fram the 'langhuise’to huild their nests, The weaver birds

are therefore an elarent in the deterioration of the thoatch roofs of tha
houses, as they pull out the thatch. If the roof is not rvepaired, the

interior of the building is exposed to the elements, such as wind and
rain, which hasten its detericoration. The dainty, yvellow, star-shaped
flowers of the pepper tree attract swarms of bees, especially in the

hot sunmer mornings, and the bees also play a role in the deterioration

[0

of the houses by boring cut holes in the exposed nudbricke This pro-
motes erosion of the walls by water and wind, leading eventually to
collapsze. Because of the presence of the bees, however, honsy is
available as a local food source. In the afternoon sea-to-land breezes,
which cool down the land, the branches sway, creating a fanning, civcula-
tory effect which may lessen the heat arcund the houses on a microclima-

tic scale.

Because the planting of eucalypts and pepper trees is usually associated
with the creation of shade in front of the houses in the setilement, a
ruin may be identified with swuwe degree of certainty as & previous human

residence,becavse of the presence cf trees parallel
the front stoep would have been, as in the case of VWOZB and VVOEM.

to the position where

In the Verlorenvlei settlement, trees are therefore indicators of hunan
habitation, heing 1ntxoﬂ0ﬁed primarily for provision of shade. In some
cases, tree-planting has retarded the discovery of relic features of the
built environment., as in the case of the 'trapvlcer' to the west of VVO5A;

which was planted with trees after it fell into disuse.

Other exotic tree species have been identified in the Verlorenvlei settle-

ment.23 One of these is Eucalyptus gomphocephala or tuart , a forest tree

of Australia. Tuart can attain large diameters of 3-7 feet and heights
of 80-130 feet under favourable conditions, but becomes reduced if con-
ditions are unfavourable. In Australia, it is found in a narrow belt
behind the sand dunes of the south western coastal area. It is there-
fore well adapted for the Verlorenvlei area, which is coastal and on the
south~western side of the continent within a Mediterranean climatic region.
The altitudinal range of tuart is from just above sea level to 100 feet,

which occurs within the Verlorenvlel settlement.



"The climate is temperate, with winters usually frost free end
summers with cooling efternoon sea hireezes, which tewper the
heat. The rainfall is 30-40 inches o year, with most of the
precipitation in winter. Summer rainfall is only 0,50-1,00
inch a month,

This species grows on low lying plains. The soils are sardy
loams with a high percentage of lime or calcaveous sands.

It is only found over limestone, which may be, however, up to
20 feet below the surface. 25

The presence of limestone in the area is verified by the use of local
limestone in the building of the 'hakoonde' attached to many of the
houses. While the timber of tuart is heavy, strong and durable (ex-
cept in its resistance to termites), and has the distinctive feature
of camplete lack of corrosive effect on metal objects,z7 it does not
appear to have been planted in the settlement for provision of con~

struction timber, but rather for protection fran the sun.

Among the less predominant exotic species in the Verlorenwvlel settlement

are Eucalyptus lehmarnmii or the spider gum; Acacia saligne or the Port

1

Jackson willow; and Myoporum insulare or manitcka.  All these sgpecies

are from Australia, while Nicctiana glauca or wild tobaceo is from South

America. A thicket of large cactus plants also occours. The occasional
palm tree has been planted in the Verlorenvlei settlement, one occurring

on the south elevation of VWO5K, and one further to the east along the soutle
ern bank of the vlei, on the property of Theunis Erasmus Smit. A rumber

have been planted on the slope between Klazrefontein and the river on the
northern bank. Tt is possible that branches from exotic tree species

are used to form temporary cattle enclosures in the settlement - dried

out branches being stacked upside down in an interlocking fashion. Indi-

genous vegetation is used for this purpose, as branchas of a Leucadendron

species have been identified. When these enclosures are dismantled, the
branches are used for firewoocd. The use of such temporary animal enclo-
sures in the past is evidenced by the series of aerial photographs of
the settlement. A camparison between aerial photographs taken at dif-

ferent times reveals a constant shifting of these temporary enclosures.

Because the Department of Forestry encouraged the planting of different
exotic trees at different pericds in Cape history, such as eucalypts in
the 1870's, it might be possible to approximately date same of the houses

28
in the settlerent by means of the trees, possibly by dendrcchinology.
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However, it must be borne in mind that the presant trees could have

replaced earlier tree-planting in front of the houses. The age of the
trees on the 'trapvloar' west of VWOSBA could be used to date the decline
of wheat~processing in the settlevent. The cquestion of exotic tree
introduction in rural human settlement in the Cape still requires to

be examined in detail in a separate study, and the Verlorenvieid settle-

ment or the area as a whole would he an excellent site for such a studv.
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A model for analysis by rural set

Roral settlenent and Iend-use patterns at Verlorenvlel have been dictatzd

to a large extent by the availability of arable land and grazing land, and

by the distance between these lands, the settlawent, and the markets for

their produce. Chisholin (1962) examines the relations of rillage to the
resources exoloited, and postulates that a new agricultural setticment in

an arca of country not previcusly inhzbited has two sets of space-relation-

ships critical to the economic needs of an agricultural covmwnity: the

relationship to its lands and its links with the outside world - lines of
30- .

comunication end other inhahited certres, "The choice of a situvation

for a settlement would therefore depend upon a halance of consideraticns:

the ease of conducting the internal econcry of the community end the eass

o}
. i e .
of concluding the external transactions. o While stressing the importance

of distance and location in the development of rural settlermoit and lend
tse potterns, Chisholm also includes in his analysis aspects whicn have

been covered in this study.

Vet it is one thing to recomgmize Lho constraining influence of
physical cbhs ’caf‘] es which cannot readily o surmounted in an age
of simple technigues and quite another to suppose Lhc‘ﬂ‘" the shape
of settlaments was always appropriate to u@ natwe of the terrain.
A geographical fatalizm wiich rests upon the ass umpiuon that i
perfect skill is consistently appliisd with perfect intelligenca
stands self-condemed. Ignorance, prejudice, 'historical'

factors connected with the local circunstence of land-ownership,
accidents of various kirds, and mere inertia, must all be allowed
a part in determining both the form of the settlement and the
direction of economic activity in individual cases.’ 32

In the case of the Verlorenvlei settlement, land ownership has reinforced

the division of the settlemant into two distinct units, 'bo-plaas’

and 'onder-plaas', the one inhabited mainly by menivers of the Smit family,
and the other by mambers of the Coetzee family. The pattern of settlement
has been further determined by the creation of wheat-processing nodes within
each settlement subdivision, each node representing a labour, family, and
residential wnit. Traditionally, the lands, the 'agterlande' and the
'voorlande' ,are ploughed alternately.

The development of the Verlorenvleil settlement can be analysed in the

terms used by Chisholm (1962), focussing on the supply of water for man

and beast, availability of arable and grazing lands, fuel rescurces ard

the ease of obtaining building materials:
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"Water has been given a high valme en account of its traditional
importance: it has to be used at firequent intervals in the day
and is difficult to carry and stope-in large quantities when-
only elementary implements are awyailable, such as pitchers and
gourds. Arable land is usuallysmore greedy of labour than
grassland, requiring more cultivgtion and more transport of goods
to ard fro, wnhile in the traditiemal rural econamy over much of
Europe, crazing and fuel were clsisely -associated, both being
found on the camons. Finally, fwilding materials have been
given the least weight because thaugh they are bulky and awkward
to handle they are required onigwat spasmodic intervals." 33

The model suggested by Chisholm as a basisy>for rural settlement analysis
is shown in the following diagram.34 Thex@alidity of this model could be
tested by its application to the Verloremwlei settlement as-a case study,
as it may require adaptation from Europeam:to South African conditions.

Arable land

.

Water ' Grazing land

e | T
j | \\Ii!laqe/

| X

site

i 3

Butlding matertals Fuel

Chisholm (1962) points out that in additiwm’ special: local considerations
would have to be considered, such as defamce, the need to avoid lands
liable to flooding and the ravages of fmalaria;35 The source of labour is
also vitally important, in the case of Verlorenvlei being the extended

family, and the local Coloured population.
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Historical significance of the settlerent

The historical significance of the Verlorenvleld settlement increases
considerably i it is viewed in terms of historical geography. D.W.
Meinig's historical geography study (1262 ) deals with the South Austre~
lian wheat 'hoom and bust', or "a marked pulsation in the development of
rural settlement.”36 The cause of this pulsation lay in the fact that
wheat cultivation was pushed into the “marginal lands" ? or areass of
unreliable rainfall. Like thefmarginal area of Scuth Australia, the
Verlorenvlei area is_characterised by a Mediterranean climate and an arid
appearance, reliable streams heing scarce. To the south of both areas,
early efforts with agriculture had revealed the most suitable crops to
be oranges, wine-grapes and wheat, with sheep and cattle becuning mcre
significant with the increasing aridity northwards. In the case of
Southern Australia, the Surveyor-General, Goyder, postulated a line of
demarcation betwezen the arcas suitable f{our sgriculture and those suitahble
for pastoralism, While ceclonisation northwards was being encouraged at

n

the goverrnment level, .Goyder's recomnaissances during the great

drought of 1864 werce still fresh in his mind and heé hed serious doubts

. . . ; . 3
about the wisdan of fostering agricultural expansion northward.’ n 33

Goyder's 'Line of Ruinfall', "...the line of demarcation between that

portion of the country where the rainfall has extended, and that where

the drought ptcvalls"3q came to be regarded as an arbitrary restriction

on agricultural colonisation, when good harvests and increasing land
pressure to the south in the early 1870's ch¢nne1¢ed demand for land
northwards. The 'line of ralnfall' was ridic culed © and CGoyder's
warnings ignored. 41 e government hastened its surveys on every front
to enable the settlers to advance.™42 Gecod harvests continued in 1875,

and sone idea of the boam proportions is given by the following statistics:

"Long lines of wagons were trailing into Port Pirie fraom as far
away as Jamestown. As many as 150 a day unloaded at the wharves
and the shipping facilities were heavily congested. During a
typical week fifteen ketches (45-80 tons), one brigantine (99
tons), two barques (200-700 tons), and five ships (700-1700 tons)
were loading grain. Over a millicn and a quarter bushels of wheat
and 2,687 tons of flour were exported in that year (1876)." 43

As the settlers advanced onto the saltbush plains, Goyder warned that

the would~be farmers, after destroying the natural pasture, might never

44

succeed in reaping a harvest. The demand for inproved transportation



routes via ocean, road and rail increased, and the good

until the drought of 1881:1884. Lack of rain,

ardl locusts affected the crops.
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harvests continued

dry winds, re
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rust,

In 1880, "ulong the fromtier margins

there wag simply little or nothing to harvest. "5 "The railroad under

construction..., skirting the margin of the saltbush country, offered some

incentive by at least promising to reduce marketing costs - if

N oy

anything

could be raised to send."40 Development of local water supplies with tonks

and reservoirs, subsidisation of farmers with secd

program to protect existing trees and plant more, and a more

vineat, an emergency

thorough and

systamatic method of cultivation were suguested ag soliutions to the de-

clining harvests.

than a line: "During the very favourable seasons this

1

It becaire chvious that there was a drought

kind of

e successiully occupied, but in unfavourable secasons it would

zons rather
aground might

give nothing...
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With this the concept of 'marginal lands' was beginning to emcrge."

The frontier advance was almost halted. "Essentially, it marked the end

of the purely agricultural advance and the beginning of the readjustment

of the frountier into a broad agricultureal-pastoral zone.” 4% 11 a detaiied

study of the Verlorenvlei settlement confimms the evidence of

a similar

.t T, - \ c e ~
wheat boom and bust., the following can be applied agqually to the South

Australian and Verlorenvlei cases:

“Tt may now be regarded as an established fact that wheat culti-

vation by itself, except in very favourable seasons, is not a

remnerative pursuit in the dry areas of the North... though
the actual MNorthern frontier of production fluctuated from season
to season, it did so within very narrow limits and never in any

significant way advanced beyond the margin of this bhoam period.

w4 Q

Perhaps also, Meinig's description of an Australian stream could bz applied

to the river found on older maps of the Verlorenvlei settlement area:

"...swollen by the good seasons, gathering momentum as it ran
swiftly among the ranges, famming out broadly and thinly onto
the saltbush plains, transforming all that it touched with an
illusion of goodness and then, as the seasons changed, slowing,
ebbing, dying, leaving as far as the outermost margins of its

reach the scars of its momentary presence. " 30

The Verlorenvlei area would appear to fall under the heading of a 'marginal

The Swartland is known as the wheat area, and Redelinghuis is often

land'.

included within it, but not the Verlorenvlei, which appears to fall more



naturaily into the Sandveld.gl This popular distinction appears to ke re-
inforced by *the natural vegetation, for renosterbos is almost irvariably
associated with good wheat cultivation, but the rernosterbos disappears
between Piguetbery and Pedelinghuis. In terms of natural environmental
conditions, the Verlorenvlel arce would ke good for wheat cultivation

with optimum rainfall and might then appear to be part of the wiheat area,

Q

but under the drought conditions common in oan area of unreliable rainfayl,

q

it would become obvicusly part of the Sandveld and unsuited to wheat.

If the Verlorenvlei settlemsnt is situated in a 'marcinal land', it stands
on "one of the most important and interestivng kinds of ceographical line...
between 'the desert and the sown'... between land usced by man for the

grazing or hunting of animals... and land piowed and used for the growing

52 - s , . . , .
of crops..."© Meinig's editor, Clark, describes the agricultural colo-
nisation of the nineteenth century as being of cormpelling geographical

interest, because it involves:

"the radical replacement of one vegetative cover by another, the
radical disturbance of the soil, and © alteration of a host of other
less apparent bul no less important ecological features, Likewise, by
definition, it involves the imposition of a new plan of organisation
upon the lend, thr creation of new rescurces out of nature's materials,
the spread of a new volune of population wnevenly over the surface
the developrent of a new network of routeways, and the initiation of &
- new pulse and pattern of circulation throughout the region. In short,
it necessarily results in a radically new geography."?

5]
N

The importance which Meinig ascribes to his South Australian study can equally

be applied to the Verlorenvlei settlement:

"Though localized in space it has a wider relevance for the study of

its time, for this colonization was not an isolated, unicue expansicn
but part of a world-wide movement (western Kansas, central Dakota,
Manitoba, Assiniboia, the Walla Walla, the San Joaquin, the eastern
Ukrainre, western Siberia, the inner Pampa, and the High Veld)... not
only concordant in time but camparable in type. And though localized in
time, it has a wider relevance for the study of this particular place,
for the patterns established in these few years set a framework which
endures in many respects to the present."54

The results of a local study of the Verlorenvlei settlement thus have far
wider impliéations than would first appear. The settlament itself becomes
répresentative of a world-wide experiment with boundary wheatlands or
'marginal lands'. The results of the local experiment have profoundly in-

fluenced the present character of the settlement, and the lessons of the
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Wheat cultivation in the north-western Cape during the

nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Burger (1975) provides the following unreferenced information akout the
history of wheat in the north-western Cape. Fluctuations in wheat culti-

vation and processing in the Verlorenvlel settlement can be placed within

e
this context end related to general trends. 7

Burger notes that in the period 1830 to 1850 there was a labour shortaoe
in the Westein Cape, and is of the opinion that this shortage alone
accounted for the decline in wheat production revealed by the following

statistics (units not provided) :

1828 - 1833 1834 — 1838 1839 - 1843 1844 - 1848
25 000 29 000 14 000 11 oo =©

.

Labouwr was inported to overcome the shortage, and the wages for labourcrs

rose. In thePiguetberg area, Burger estimates the wages as one shilling and

sixpence or two shillings a day during the ploughing; and fron two shillings
and threepence to five shillings per day during the harvest. +The use of
farnily menbeors as a labour source may have protecied the Verlorenvlei
settlement to sone extent from both the labour shortage and the increased

cost of labour.
Burger continuves:

"Nieteenstaande die vervoer- en arbeidsproblieme van die eerste
dekades van die nedntiende eeu het die produksie van graan tog
bestendig toegeneem. Daar was nog geen organisasie om die werk-
saamhede van die produsente te kolrdineer en hulle kelance te
beskerm nie." 37 '

This lack of organisation was recognised at the first meeting of the
newly-found Divisional Council in 1858, with the decision that an agricul-
tural society be formed to promote new agricultural methods. By 1859-1860

the society reported that there were two 'snymasjiene' and a 'dorsmasjien'.



Burger coamments on the strangeness of the fact that most of the wheat

originally came Ifran the Sandveld:

"Eienaardig genoeqg het die meeste graan aanvanklik uit die Sandveld
gekamn., Aangesien daar destyds geen brug oor die Rerarivier was nie,
is die graan met bote na die mond van die Bergrivier en die Verlore
Vlei vervoer. 'n Stuk of tien seilbote elk met een was (kotters)
was vir die doel in diens. Die Agricultural Soclety rapporteer in
1860 dat R40 OO0 se graan langs die Eorgrivier en R1IO 000 s'n langs
die Verloren Vallei af uitgevoer isg. =%

The Bridge over the RBerg River was campleted in the early 1860‘'s, and
other bridges were built to allow for transportation of grain to the
nearest railway stations. Despite improved transportation facilities
and the introduction of machinery, a number of setbacks were experienced
by wheat farmers in the three decades after 1860. These setbacks
included drought and iust, and were campounded by a reluctance to
practice hbetter methods of agriculture, until attention was diverted

by the Boer war at the tumn of the century.

The war did not lead to damage of land and property in the Verlorerwvleil
area, but the commardeering of animals essential to labour, hampered
ploughing, while labourers left the farme for military service, causing
a labour shortage. Burger describes the condition of agriculture in

the period batween the Boer war and the first World War as follows:

"Hoewel die handel as gevolg van dile militere bedrywighede in die
distrik floreer het, en die koms van die spocrweg tot by Bendekuil
in 1902 en tot by Graafwater in 1911 vervcergeriewe veel qunstiger
gemaak het, het die landbouers nogtans gedurende die eerste twee
dekades aan die Jandboutradisies van hulle voorouers bly vaskleef:
tydrowende, ocuderwetse landboupraktyke; geen ncemenswaardige mega-
nisasie; groot lappe onbewerkte aarde; swak, onsuiwer saad; minder-
waardige groot— en kleinvee en onkunde ocor bhemarking. Die boere-
stand was ongeorganiseerd en totaal uitgelewer aan die genade van
soms gewetenlose spekulante, wat die pryse van hulle produkte 5g
beheer het en wat die grootste deel van hulle wins opgestryk het."~~

During the first World War, agriculture was affected by removal of same of
the younger farmers from the land. At the close of the war, the prices

of staple goods rose, such as wheat (to R1O per mud) and meat, as well

as land prices. Farmers came to feel that organisations must be formed to
control prices, transportation and marketing of their products. A
farmers' association was established in Piguetbergin 1920, and again in
1932. In 1922, it cbtained legislation relating to agricultural co—

operatives, and in 1924 the Cape agricultural asscciation was established.
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The first co-operative was established in 1919 on the initiative of “olomon
Machanik, grain buyer and miller at Picuetbergstation, who formed the
'Piketberg Boere Maatskappy. Its activities were limited by the 1922

law on agricultural co-operatives. It changed hands a mumber of times
until it was re-bought by Machanik, who scid the milling gucta to

Bokomo and the property to the Porterville co-operative, established in

193]1. The co-operatives have since grown from strength to strength.

Thers was alsc concern over the question of the high premiums which were
required by agents from external assurance campanies to insure the
annual wheat harvests. 1In 1923, the farmers of the district used the

co-operative principle to form their own Piketberg Ko'operatiewe Graan-—

&0

boeren Beschermings Maatschappy Beperkt'. Insurance coverage and premium

incame have grown steadily to the 1970°%s.

Agriculture was badly affected by the depression fran 1926-1533, inten-
sified by the drought of 1932-33. The situation led to the abarndonment of
the gold stasddard. After recovery in 1935, organised agriculture hecame
stronger, leading to legislation in 1937 relating to control hoards for
each agricultural product, fixed prices, and subsidies. The second

World War 1935-45, was the next event which would have affected agriculture

at Verlorenvlei.

While the above sequence of events relates to wheat in the Picuellerg
district as a whole, the Verlorenvlei area, because of its position on
the boundary hetween the Swaftland and the Sandveld, did not follow an
identical pattern. Note has'already keen made of the significant position
of wheat in the Sandveld in the 1860's but it has since heen replaced by
the Swartland as a major wheat area. Theunis Eragmus Smit of the
Verlorenvlei farm reports that during years of good rainfall, his wheat
crop is first-grade and abundant, but during years of drought, such as
1978-1979, he obtains only a little second grade wheat. As a 'marginal
land', the cultivation of wheat at Verlorenvlei is therefore strongly
deperdent on climatic factors, and particularly on the rainfall, which
affects not only the wheat but also the availability of fresh water for
human consurption.
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Reasons for the decline in the size of the settlement community

Variocus approaches have been used in the course of this study to place
the settlement of Verlorenvlei within its historical context. DAs a
result, it is now possible to suggest solutions to the enigmas surrcu~

ding the settlement.

1. BSocio~econcmic factors

-

The decline in the size of the settlement cammmity duving the past century
amnot be attributed to a single factor in isclation. A number of interac-
ting factors account for the declining rural popualation, and some of them
are not unique to the Vericrenvlei settlement but apply denerally to rural
settiements in countries with expanding urban centres. Such a factor is
the attraction of the wrban centres to the youth of a rural settlement
who find life on the settlement difficult, slow, and unstimulating, with
little prospect of employment opportunities, educational advancement, land
ownership, or source cf incare., As the younger pecple leave for the
allure of the cities, a vicious cycle develops due to the lack of a
replacement. population,  This trend began with the age of industriali-

sation and has been reinforced by the development of modern tecrhnmoloedgy.

The problem of urban-drain away fram the rural and agricultural way of life
was complicated in the case of Verlorenvlei by the traditional South African
approach to land ownership. Primogeniture was not regulérly practised, but
land was usually divided up between the children at the death of the
parents, originally in equal shares transferred to the sons and the hus—
bands of the daughters, often later reinforced in the form of suldivision.

In the days of families with a dozen or more children, subdivision caused the
agricultural unit to become perpetually reduced in size until each portion was
no longer a viable econamnic unit. The Verlorenvlei settlement has been an
interesting response to the problems caused by subdivision, for the agri-
cultural unit has been maintained in its original size, while each family
merber has been entitled to build a home within the settlement, to farm a
portion of the land and to process the produce within the settlement. As
the size of families has tended to decrease and the young have been attrac-
ted away to the cities, both the problem of possible extensive subdivision
and of population pressure within the settlement have become non-issues.

Vacated buildings remain unclained by family members, until they are con-

verted into storage outbuildings or deteriorate to such an extent that
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they are demolished. - The prcblems faced by those who own and farm the
land have been inherited from the past and aggrevated in the present,
including extensive overgrazing of the vegstation and overutilization of
the soil during the period when the land supported a larger settlement
population. Conscguently attempts by outside interests to buy the land
for purposes other than agriculture are viswed as solutions, and the

trend becanes a move away fram agriculture to other forms of land use.

The urban-drain away from the Verlorenvlei settlement has been a 'pull-
push' process. While the city has pulled, increased difficulties of life
within the settlement have pushed the yourg away. Apart from the lack of
prospect of ownership of a viable econcic unit, agriculture has becane
increasingly less rewerding, for a combinaticn of reasons. Past over-
grazing fram the early eighteenth century, arnd possibly earlier, when
the system of loan-places encouraged exploitation and a short-term
perspective on natural resource usage, became intensified by the demands
of a growing community, which thé natural vegetation with its low grazing
potential has been unable to fulfil. Over-utilisation of the land for
wheat cultivation, also practised fram the eighteenth century and inten-
sified during the nineteenth century, resulted in declining fertility,
soil erosicn, ard reduction of the water-catchmern. potential at the source
of the peremnial strecam which provided fresh water for the commnity.

The development of co-operative facilities for wheat-processing,and the
introduction of machinery for the various stages of cultivation and pro-
cessing, reduced the labour requirements and hence the employment and
income opportunities for 'bywbners‘,or members of the exterded family
living in the settlement. The interaction of all these factors has given
considerable impetus to the move of the young away from Verlorenvlei,
choosing city life in preference to the slow-moving, isclated, and at

times obsolete,rural way of life.
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2. Envirommental factors

It seenms likely that the settlement developed near a stream, which is shown
on maps of cl890 as emptving into the leke at that point, but no longer
exists, This stream would represent a significant source of firesh water,
an essential natural rescurce in a relatively arid envircnment. There is
evidence, including the existence of the stream itself, which sugcests that
the environment was not as arid a hurndred years ago as it is today. The
stream, while acting as the lifeblood of the settlement community, also in-
dicates the hicher rainfall favouring _ the wheat cultivation that
would support the community, both iﬁ teims of locail needs and income fromn
externql sources. Tﬁe wheat cultivation and processing would recuire and
support a large labour force, provided by the menbers of the community,
while their existence as a comunity would be reinforced by family relation-

ships,and land ownership by the heads of large extended families.

Explanations must be sought for the subsecuent disappearance of the stream.
It is possible that overgrazing ard overutilisation of land in the catchment
area has reduced the catchment potential for the formation of the stream.
The sinking of boreholes in the area could also have reduced the possi-
bility of stream formation. As other smaller streams indicated on inaps
c1890 have also discopeared, it is possible that the cause is more racical,

in the sense of a climatic change. Since the 185C's the average rainiall

4

-has been 268 mm or 10,6 inches,al In 1908/9, the average was 10,43", and
the area is described as arid on a militairy map of that date.f% The
marginal nature of the area suggests that a small climatic shift could
censiderably increase the river formation potential and the wheat cul-
tivation potential by an increase in rainfall. The presence of yellow-
woods in the vegetation supports the hypothesis of a higher rainfall over
a hunared years ago.63 Studies of climatic changes also bear out the
possibility of higher rainfall during the warming period after the

Little Ice Age:

"Even auring historic times, there have been distinct climatic
fluctuations although on a much lesser scale than during the
Pleistocene. Colder conditions prevailed in Europe from 1300 A.D.
to 1800 A.D. and this has been referred to as the 'little ice
age' by some writers. Changes in temperature and rainfall
affected human life in Europe and played a role in eventssuch as
the Irish potato famine which led to migration to the New World."

64

Current studies in dendrochronology in the Cedarberg mountains of the
western Cape may confirm the theory of climatic change and higher rain-
fall in the 1800's.



If the existence of higher rainfall and a more productive wheat cultiva-
tion can be established, the settlavent of Verliorenvlei stands as relic
evidence of tine resulus in human life and history of a change in rainfall.
It then bheccmes possible to hazard reasons for the growth and subsequent
decline of the settlement which are related to environmental factors.
The need for local processing of wheat would be removed largely by the
introductiorn of machinery and the development of a co-operative, which
should have had the effect of reducing processing costs for the indivi-
dual farmer and increasing the economic feasibility of wheat cultivation.
. The extension of the railway to Eendekuil in 19202 and to Graafwater in
19112

increased the econcmic feasibility, and ensured the continued cultivation

-
Jtogether with improved road transportaticn, should have further

of wheat, perhaps on an even larger scale. At the same time, the co-
operative would have reduced the need for a large local labour force

only slightly as the processing of wheat deperded largely on animal
labour, and extended cultivation would soon have demanded more human Jlabour.
The introduction of machinery and of the co-operative should not alone
have contributed to a decline in the settlement camunity. If a decreased
rainfall reduced the returns from wheat cultivation, howsver, the eco-
nomic feasibility would decrease correspondingly, the need for local
labour woulid become reduced, and the effects of {he urban drain would

be more strongly felt by the younger members of the community who would
begin to move away. Left behind would be a corraunity made up chiefly of
older people, surrounded by disused relics of wheat processing and de-
caying or derelict houses, which would in fact describe the Verlorenvlei

settlement of today.

Grogan (1978) portrays the Verlorenvlei settlement and its people as follows:

"The old farm on the edge of the vlei has been in the possession
of the Coetzee family for three generations.

"I was born seventy-two years ago in that old building among the
trees". Mnr. Coetzee indicates a dilapidated structure with
peeling walls and moss—covered thatched roof. Now he has built
himself a new house with a tin roof and a huge kitchen.

"In that building we had school"™ - A desolate ruin with windows
like empty sockets gazing bleakly across the marsh. A melancholy
air of drabness and decay pervades all.

The plaintive cries of waterfowl drift in the wind.

"Ja, the vlei is alive with birds. They're protected now, but,”
he grins wickedly, "if they fly over the farm I bring them down
with a shotgun".66
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Grogan's description conveys the fascination the settlement has inspired
in artists, photographers, resesrchers, and casual visitors. It has
considerable aecthotic appeal, as a total camplex, as a settlement di-
vided into twe major family units, as a set of six or seven wnheat-
processing nodes ., or as a collection of individual kbuildings, each

with an appeal of its own. The settlement is testimony to a way of life
that is past, but it does not readily reveal the nature of that way of
life, or the reasons for its existence. The settlement has stcod as

a challenge to research which has led to the undertaking of the present
study, an attempt to solve the mystery of the Verlorenvlei by the combined

application of various appropriate research methods.



= Figure 6.3
The Verlorenvlei settlement in 1942 , indicating houses

(shaded) and 'trapvloere’.
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Multidisciplinary research

This study has demonstrated the necessity of a multidisciplinary approach
to environmental problen-solving. It ie inpossible to understand any
enviromment fully withcut sone understanding of the historical continuity
or seqguence of events which has led to its present state or condition.
But any analysis of the historical development of a total environment,

of the interplay betweeun the human ard the natural factors over time, can-
not be carried out fully without recourse to methods, techniques and ex-
pertise from many other disciplines baesides history.  Forbes (1965)
comments on the close relationship between history and geography; exper-
ience gained during the course of this study has shown that the relaticn-
ship must be extended outwards to include many disciplines which are

traditionally seen to be unrelated, such as sociology, architecture, land

surveying, archaeclcogy, and law. t every stage in this study, varying
corbinations of expartise, research technicues, and methods of analysis

fram the above disciplines have been essential to provide the answers
to critical questions. The observation made by Forbes with regard to
history and geography can therefore be applied to other disciplines as
well:

"Geography and history are fields of enquiry between which in
certain regions no sharp iline of demarcation can usefully be
drawn. Indead their borderlands overliap, and in this shared
frontier zone geographer and histovian may find mutual suppor

in their researches. Certain aspects of man's ”elgtionshipo
to the natural enviromment, of vital concern to the g@ogra her,
cammet be properly comprehended without a knowledge of the
cultural inheritance of the social group. Conversely, cer-
tain aspects of the history of the social group are better
understood when viewed in relationship to the physical endow-
ment of its environment. This is particularly true where man
is in surroundings where he is a hewcomer. In such situations
the interdependence of geography and history is probably most
apparent... the intimate and ordinary relationships between
man and geographical environmment on the frontiers of occupation.”

While cooperation from many disciplines has been.e;sential to advance
this study to the stage i£ has reached, the inveStigation is by no means
complete, and it can only be taken to more advanced stages by further
interdisciplinary cooperation. Many unanswered questions regarding the
settlement at Verlorenvlei can only be answered by sociologists, geo—
graphers, agriculturalists, and architects working together in a multi-

disciplinary team. Certain chapters in this report provide only the basis
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for further full-scale investigations. 1In the course of this study,

Tfor exanple, many basic data have been collected regarding the intricate
family relationships around which the commmity has developed, but a
complete analysis of the significance of the extended familial network
within the social life of the cowmunity over time, both during the period
of growth of the settlemnent and during the pericd of decline, recuires the
attention of a scciclogist. The beginnings of an analysis of the use of
natural resources in the development of the settlement, and of the en-
vircnmental factors which have shaped both the settlement and the way of
life of the cammmity, have been suggested, but can only be taken further
by a geographer. The historical research itself has only just hegun,

and this study provides merely a foundation on which te build.

The Verlorenvlei area as a whole ﬁas attracted the attention of researchers
from disciplines such as archaeology, botany, zoology, ecology, geology,
architecture and ornithology.  All researchers working in the area have
been aware of the significance of the Verlorenvlel settlement, but this
study is the first formal attempt to focus on the human settlement and

to place it in historical perspective. It became obvicus from the out-
set that certain requirements are essential for such a study to proceed.
In the firs: place, considerable field research must be conducted. It is
impossible tc study such a settlement without caming to know it in detail,
and without coming to know its people well. Both requirements can onily
be fulfilled slowly over time, and the time factor is increased by the
distance which must be travelled to reach the settlement. The distance,
although a hindrance to research, is a vital element in that it is because
of the distance that the settlement has been allowed to develop its unidue
character in isolation, and also because of the distance away from urbani-
sation and modern forces of change that it has been allowed to retain that

character relatively urdisturbed.

Knowing the settlement in detail both requires and is aided by a mapping
procedure. It is impossible to discuss the settlement meaningfully with
either other researchers or the residents of the area without ccammon |
points of reference. Menbers of the community who have known the settle-
ment throughout their lives communicate vital information about places

and persons in terms of reference that are confusing and meaningless to
the newcamer, unless they can be identified hy means of maps and photo-

graphs. The process of mapping has required a detailed ground study




which has considerably increased knowledge about the settliement, making
any discussion or interview decidedly more fruitful. Information
gleanad by other vesearchers in the course of their own work can be

comunicated move readily and accurately with the aid of the map.

Knowing the members of the commnity well is alded by sane knowledge

of Afrikaans. While it is certainly not impossible to cenduct inter—
views and discussions without any ability to speak Afrikaans, the rats,
accuracy and depth of detail of informaticn acquired is increased sig=
nificantly for a researcher whose home language is Afrikaans. This
factor beccomes important in view of the age of many members of the
cammunity, and the length of memofy span which they are able to recall.
They provide a picture of a way of life that has almost canpletely dis—~

appeared, leaving behind puzzling remmants that only they can explain.

An ability to read and translate written source documents in Dutch and

Afrikaans would also increase the information derived from archival research.

The Verlorenvleil settlement offers unique opportunities for further re-
search, provided that it is allowed to, and possibly encouraged to, re-
main urdisturbed.  The detailed knowledge of thz settlement and the
comunity that is essential to such studies can only be developed with
time, patience and painstaking care. It is hoped that this study will
provide a foundation and framework for the collection, recording, syn-
thesis and analysis of future researchers, sc that each will be able to
build on what has been unearthed before. Only in this way will a com~
plete history of the Verlorenvlei settlement become a reality, as a
valuable contribution in the field of African studies, or African en-

vironmental studies.



Numerous avenues of investigation have been explored in order to place
the settlement of Verlorenviei and the area of Verlorenvlei into histori-
cal perspective. While each avarue has revealed Turther significant factors

none has been adequate in isolation. It has been recessary to couiine the

facts discovered framn each source in order to create an overall picture.

All known written deccriptions of and comments upon the avea by
visitors from the mid~-seventeenth century to the present (scme
already traced by previous researchers) have been examined,
collated and analysed. These writings provide the overall con-
text for the development of human rural settlewent, sone idea of
the nature of the first European contact with the area, and an
understanding of the beginnings of human mwodification of the
natural environment. It becomes possible to view the present
enviromment with some appreciation for the elements of continuity
and change, to discern the relic landscape, and to value it more

highly because of the link it provides with the past.

All known pictorial representations of the arez and the settlement,
including artists' impressions and photographs, have been identi-
fied and examined in relation to the present state of the subjects
they depict. The fact that the area has proved inspiring to
artists and photographers is proof of its aesthetic cuelities
which have endured over time, and the pictorial representations
have contributed to the appreciation of continuity and change

over time.

Newspaper articles and popular literature relating to the area and
its people have been traced, and used to provide an idea of the

social customg and way of life in the first half of the twentieth
century. They have also provided valuable information with regard

to people living in the area and the settlement.

The derivation and possible meanings of the names of the area and
of the farm on which the settlement is situated have been inves—

tigated.

A series of maps, from early travellers' writings and archival
collecticons, as well as the current maps used by the Surveyor-

General and Trigoﬁometrical Survey offices, has been collected and



&amined. This map series has revealed interesting clues to the
past nature of the erea and the settlement, and will possibly

reveal more as the study of the area deepens.

All archival documents relating to the allocation of loan places

in the Verlorenvlel area that could be traced have been analysed
and ordered, to reveal the major loan places in the area, and the
users cf each in chronolcgical seguence. The Investigation of loan
places has revealed important facts regarding land use in the
eighteenth century at Verlorenvlei, the possible correlation of
loan places with present farms, ardl the system of loan places in

the Cape under Dutch control as a form of land policy.

All records of ownership and maps or diagrams filed in the Deeds
Office, pertaining to the farm on which the settlement is sited,
have been studied in detail. A continuous record of ownership has
been developed from the 1830's, together with informaticon on cordi-
tions of ownership which have affected land usage around the settle-
ment. The deeds have at the same time provided details of family
and community relationships within the settlement, and consequently

sane idea of social structure over the past century and a half.

All man-made features in the settlement have been mapped in detail,
maps being produced of the settlement as a whole, of the two major
subdivisions of the settlement, and of six sub-sections. These maps
have been stored in a variety of forms suitable for rapid and inex-—
pensive copying and field usage by future researchers or resource

managenent planners.

Major man-made features in the settlement have been numbered to
provide a classification system for this and future studies of the
settlement. The classification system is simple to allow for future
refinement according to needs, but provides a framework for the
collection and organisation of data pertaining to the built environ-

ment and the pecple who built it, used it, and lived within it.

Every numbered feature within the settlement has been phcotographed

simultaneous with the mapping to provide a camplete record at a
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specific point in time, in colour slide format, of the state of

the settlement. These photographs, in conjunction with the maps,
provide a valuable resource for prasant cnd future studies of the
settlement, for illustrative purposes, historical and architectural
analysis, conservation education and interpretation,; and a possible

conservation undertaking within the settlement as a carplex.

Other collections of photographs of the built environment within
the settlement belonging to private individuals or organisations,
have baen traced, the features identified and classified, and the
collections recorded and dated.  Selected photoyraphs have beer.
provided by private individuals for illustrative purposes within
this report, and the assistance of these researchers and interested

persons is gratefully acknowledged.

Everv man-nade feature within the settlement has been examined with
regard to the possible dating of the original buildings extensions
and modifications; building methods and technology; use of natural
resources for construction purposes; and building design over time.
These records form a basis for future conservation work, and allow
the identification of the most important features from an architec-

tural and historical point of view.

Varicas members of the commmity have been interviewed with regaxrd
to life in the settlement in earlier times, family relationships,
occupants of the houses of the settlement in the past, and the use
of various implements and buildings. Notes and recording of these
interviews will provide a basis for future socio-cultural field re-
search. 01d photographs of people and buildings within the settle-
ment have been provided by individual members of the community for
illustrative purposes in this report. Family tree diagrams and
copies from family bibles or 'geslagsregisters' have been used to
build up the record of family relationships and cammunity structure

fram as early as possible.

As the earlier life of the coammmnity in the nineteenth century is
intimately associated with wheat cultivation, those man-made fea-
tures in the settlement relating to wheat processing and cultivation

have been studied closely, and visits made to wheat museums in the



Swartland. As an asscciated study, a horse-mill in the settlement
has been photographed and measured, and a set of diagramrs drawn,
copies of which are included in this report. The study, measure-
ment and drawing of the horse-mill is the work of P. Holtrop,
architect, who has permitted inclusion of his drawings in this
report. The study has been guided by the authoritative source-work

on mills by J. Walton.

The way of life associated with wheal has been studied by reference
to literature on wheat cultivation in South Africa and similar areas
elscwirere in the world. This literature has given some idea of

the past way of life in the Verlorenvlei settlement. The significance
of the decline in wheat processing for the settlement and the arce as

a whole has been discussed and lines of future investigation suggested,

The development and character of the settlément has been described
in terms of natural resources and response to envirommental condi-
tions. The development of the settlement from the mid-twentieth
century to the present has been traced with the aid of a series of
aerial photographs, which have been used in conjunction with the
maps of the present settlement, to produce a series of maps of this
settlemnent at various points in time. This series can be built up
as more conclusive evidenice about the nature and growth of the
settlement ig discovered.

Numerous private individuals and members of organisations who are
interested in the integrated conservation potential of the Verloren-—
vlel area and of the settlement, have been contacted and have given
invaluable assistance at various stages. Without such ccoperation
this study, multidisciplinary as it is would not have been possible.
It is hoped that the outcawe of this cooperation will be a conser—
vation proposal for the settlement which is based on thorough re-
search, and supported by a number cof people and organisations, thereby

ensuring its implementation as a conservation undertaking.

A number of future lines of research have been identified in rela-
tion to the Verlorenvlei settlement which can be undertaken by a

multidisciplinary team of researchers. Once these lines have been
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Historical perspective
joS)

In the early seventeenth century, little was known about the Verlorenvlei
area as it was siightly to the west of the main routes of exploration
along the west coast. Tt was passed by many of the expeditions on both
the outward—and haneward-hbound journeys, it was given different names, and
recorded at varying positions in journals and on maps. Some of the
expeditions made detours which took them towards the coast in the vicinity
/of the Verlorenvlei area. Van Riebeeck's party explored and described the
bay formed by Cepe Deseada or Baboon Point in 1658. Thunberg explored the
area more fully, describing the wealth of bird life, and something of

the fauna and flora, together with the topography and climatic conditicns.
From Thunberg's report it would appear that no colonists had yet settled
in the area, although it was being used to graze herds of cattle,
supervised by Hottentots, It would also appear that indigenous people
were living in the area, specifically the Bushman group under Feyser or
Caesar, and that they probably used as their base the land now called
Caesar's Kraal, just to the east of the Verlorenvlei settliement. The
presence of Bushmen in previous centuries is evidenced by the number of
sites that have been discovered by the archaeologists working in the

area. Evidence has also been found of scre interaction between the
Hottentots and the first European colonists who began to settle in the
crea and to farm wheat. There were also incidents cof hostility between
the Bushmen living on the southern bank and the Hottentots advancing
southwards fram the noxrth, suggesting the Verlorenvlei river as a frontier
of contact and conflict between various groups attempting to exploit

the natural resources. The Bushmen represent the earlier hunter—gatherer
society, the Hottentots the péstoralists, and the Furopesn colonists

the agriculturalist-pastoralists, who tended to establish themselves on
the land and to take possession of it, denying to the Bushmen and Hotten-
tots the space in which to conduct their more nomadic way of life, as

well as access to the natural resources so essential to that way of life.

During the eighteenth century, the land on which the Verlorenvlei settle-
ment is sited was subjected to usage of large areas as loan~places for
grazing. As the system of loan-places did not allow for ownership of the
land, holders of loan-places tended to use up the available grazing and
move their herds elsewhere. With no owrership, land and resource usage
was exploitative and short-sighted, leading to the onset of degradation.
Wheat was also cultivated during this period, and a tenth of the harvest

had to be delivered to the Dutch East India Company authorities as part
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of the conditions of usage of the land. During this pericd, some buil-
dings were constructed, probably of a fairiy temporary nature initially,
to house the Hottentols overseeing the herds and the wheat cultivation,
and the occasional colonist who lived in the area. As these habitations
could be so0ld or begueathed, unlike the land which was only used on
loan, there was a tendency to inprove and extend the habitations of
formers. Farmhouses were far apart along the edge of the vlei, and
there is evidence of habitation on the present site of the Verlorenvliei

settlement in the 1790's.

Fram 1795, the record of land ownership becames less clear, and requires
further research to account for thé transition to the perpetual gquitrent
system, which allowed for the granting of the land to individual owners
in the nineteenth century. During this pericd, grazing of cattle and
wheat cultivétion were continued, and occupation of the land became
more permanerit, with the building of farmhcuses and probably also the

beginnings of the Verlorenvleil settlement.

Previocusly whealt was grown only for local use hecause of the difficulties
of transport to the Cape Town market, and the fixed price, which did not
allow for recovery of costs or provide incentive. With the introduction
of matine transport by a cutter fleet moving along the coast, and the
remmoval of a fixed price, incentive was provided for export of surpius
wheat to Cape Town. The economic incentive, combined with favourable
conditions for wheat cultivaticn, stimulated the growth of the Verlorenvlei
settlement. Members of the families controlling ownership of the land
became 'bywoners', cultivating the wheatlands, building houses and wheat-
processing nodes in the settlement, and creating a small but vibrant

conmunity.

The first quitrent grant of the land on which the settlement is now

sited was to Michiel Jchannes de Beer in 1837. Before 1860, de Beer
definitely lived on the Verlorenvlei farm in a farmhouse with a bakery
attached to it, and a horse-mill and threshing-floor. It is probable
that this was the camplex or wheat-processing node formed by VWO3K,
VVO3L, VWO3M, and VVO3N. The exportation of wheat from the Verlorenvlei
area has been gquoted as being of the value of R10 000, and transportation
of the wheat to outside markets was by cutter along the coast.

The cutters of the Stephan brothers are reported to have ocollected the

2

grain from the Verlorenvlei area.“ The grain was taken by the farmers

to the Plank House near Baboon Point, and stored there until the
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arrival of the cutters, vwhich apparently landed for loading at a poin

Ll

between the present crayfishing jetties ard the bar across the river.
The presence of the horse-mill and the bzkery within the settlevent suggests
that a small commmnity already ewisted, their way of life closely associated

with the cultivation and processing of wheat.

It has been possible to suggest envirormental factors influencing the
siting of the settlement, considerations which must have been in the
minds of the first settlers as they decided where to establish their
habitations, The major environmental factors must have been the pre-
sence cf a stream, propably perennial, flewing into the coastal lake, and
the associated alluvial fen; the large, gently-sloping, semi~circular area
enclosed by a range of hills; access to a sizeable area to the south,
suitable for cultivation; access to the open waters of the vlei and

to the vlei resources; proximity to the sea and its resources; and

the northward, vlei-facing orientation of the site. These environmen-
tal factors have cambined with the natural resources afforded by the
area, with constraints of land ownership and family relationships, and
the requirements of wheat cultivation and processing, to create the
unique characteristics of the Verlorenviei settlement. The man-made
environment is the evidence which provides the ciue to the past.
Patterns of development have been detected, based cn wheat-processinc
nodes or socio-economic units arranged in two sections corresponding

with land-ownership and family relationships.

Mapping, ground study, the development of a classification system, and
interpretation of the relic bﬁilt environment has provided many clues

to the past nature of the settlement, and the way of life of the cammmity.
The site of a school has been discovered, confirming that in the past the
number of children in the settlement was sufficiently high to justify its
own school. This contrasts strongly with the present population structure,
in which there are very few children and members of the conmunity are pre-

dominantly 50 years of age or older, a number of residents being in their
80's.

While the mid-nineteenth century saw the boom of the wheat era in the
Verlorenvlei area, certain factors contributed to its decline, probably

during the early twentieth century. The introduction of machinery, such
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as the 'dorsmasjien', and the growth of cooperative facilities rendered
local processing by enimal labour unnecessary. While machinery and
improved transportation by road and rail would have given fresh impatus
to the wheat industry, other stronger factors led to its decline.

These have not yet been established with finality, but could have been
a cambination of declining soil fertility and water catchmwent potential
due to poor farming methods, overutilisation and overgrazing, and a

possible climatic change causing a reduction in rainfall,

The reduced need for local processihg saw the last threshing~flocrs

being used 35-50 vears ago, in the periéd immediately prior to the second
World War and within the childhood memories of members of the community now
about 50 years old. The horse mills have deteriorated and been dismantled
or stand unused and abandoned. The decreased demand for local labour and
reduced employment opportunity, together with reduced capacity of the

land to support a large cammunity, has combined with the attractions of
growing urban centres to lure away the young adults of the population.

Left behind is a camunity of older people who have clung to the land

and the settlement all their lives and are given security of residence by

virtue of their family membership.

Many of the houses and outbuildings in the settlement are now empty and
tumble-down. For those people who have remained, life is slow, relaxed
and isolated from the mainstream of so—called progress and development,
with little change from day to day. But the relics of the built environ-
ment and the recalled memories of the remaining members of the cammunity
hint at a past that was more vital, at a community that was more vibrant,
and at a pace of life that was more active, with a sense of direction

and purpose. Wheat cultivation and proéessing was the dynamo cf the
settlement. As the driving forcevslowed down, the settlement emptied
and the hum of activity died away, testifying to the changes wrought by

time, from which no human society, however isolated, can be protected.

The Verlorenvlei settlement, as a result of the various avenues explored
in the records of its past, can be placed in broad historical perspective.
Each form of record has revealed different facts which can now be joined

and related tc cnme another in a process of holistic integration to
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hazard a chronological account of the seguence of events, which could
not have been pieced together if any one of the fields of investigation
had not been explored. However, much remesins to be done before a
history of the Verlorenvlei sesttlement can be written with certainty,
and the above broad historical overview will be subject to much revi-
siaon and refinement as the study deepens, building on the foundation

provided thus far.

This study hasg focussed on human ecology, or on the interactions between
human beings, their environment, and other organisms occupying the sanme
habitat, These interactions are two-way, with man modifying the en-—
vironment and other organisms, while his own way of life is modified

by both. Man's powers of modification render f utile any attempt

to urderstand the ecological system at Verlorenvlei without taking

into account the human presence. The effects of this presence have
persisted over the past four centuries, as this study has shown, and for
many centuries previously, as archaeological studies have shown.

The Verlorenvlei settlement has been one of the larger concentrations

of the human element on the banks of the coastal lake, and therefore

one of the largest potential sources of environmental modification

and natural resource usage. Any research into the elements of the

natural system at Verlorenvleil must therefore consider the relationship
“between man and that system. A time perspective is necessary, as the
present condition of the system is a result of its past. Future management
cannot afford to igncre that past, and concentrate only on the present as
the basis for management plaﬁé and land-use determinations. An historical
perspective is therefore essential to human ecology, natural system ecology,
land-use planning, and natural resource management in the vicinity of the

rural settlement of Verlorenvlei,
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.Recaomendations

A natural cutgrowth of this study would ke the rommlation of a proposal
for conservation of the man-made environment at Verlorenvlei to supplement
the proposals alyready mede for natural and archaeological conservation.4
The end-product would be a total conservation proposal backed by consi-
derable ecological, archaeological, and historical research. If the
proposals were accepted by the relevant authorities, and the conservaticn
potential of Verlorenvlei realised, the area would be unigue in South
Africa as the first and only site of integrated conservation of all

natural and man-made components cf a coastal lake system.

As the archaeological and historical evidence indicate, man has been a

part of the natural system at Verlorenvlei long enough to make it impos—
sikle to coﬁsider conservation of the area without teking into account

the human elements, gpecifically the preseﬁt rural population. The
interaction between the pecple and their natural environment is particularly
close, with man affecting the environment and the environment affecting

man, to such an extent that the two are inextricable. This interrelation-
ship, rather than reducing the nature conservation potential of the area,
actually doubles its value as a site for total envircnimental conservation.
In addition to its ecological importance, the socio-cultural significance

of the area and especially of the Verlorenvlei settlement, makes it a
priceless piece of Africana. Once its value has been conclusively estab-—
lished, every effort must be made to conserve the settlement in its entirety

as a part of the national hefitage.

Jakle and Janiskee (1975) question the role of historical geography, and
suggest that historical geographers "do little to translate knowledge cf
past geographical conditions into real alternatives for environmental
management today."5 The Verlorenvlei settlement would afford an ideal
opportunity for historical geographers to follow the direction suggested
by these writers:

"..to further focus on the relic features of landscape as vital
elements of today's and tomorrow's geographical environment. We

are referring to landscape features that are in a contemporary

sense anachronistic or rapidly approaching functional obsolescence.
Relic landscape offers what might be termed a ‘counter-environmental'
quality - a distinctiveness of place and time which counters the



standardization of the emerging scene, the result of rapid and
universal spatial reorganization with changing technology. It
offers relief from the emerging sameness of place by providing
varied environmental experiences historically derived and defined,
and it serves to iemind us of our environmental origins in less
canplicated technological times.  In short, relic landscape
constitutes a culturally defined recreational and educational
resource with enduring, uniquely valuable qualities. Historical
geographers can and should move to more clearly defined concepts
of relic landscape as environmental resources to be managed
toward the betterment of human life,"©
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