
Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The copyright of this thesis vests in the author. No 
quotation from it or information derived from it is to be 
published without full acknowledgement of the source. 
The thesis is to be used for private study or non-
commercial research purposes only. 

 

Published by the University of Cape Town (UCT) in terms 
of the non-exclusive license granted to UCT by the author. 
 

Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n



, 

CONTENTS 

TABLE OF ABBREVIATIOt~S - I 

PREFACE - II 

CHAPTER ONE - Background - page 1 

CHAPTE!{ TWO -Administ:J;:"ation- page 27 

CHAPTER THREE - Trade in Arms - page 65 

CHAPTER FOUR - Land - page 91 

CHAP'rER FIVE - l>1ining - page 146 

CHAPTER SIX - Active Opposition to the Southey 

Government- page 178 

CHAPTER SEVEN - Dismissal - page 227 

CONCLUSION - page 235 

NOTES ON SOURCES - page 240 

BIBLIOGRAPHY - page 241 



The following abbrev1&t1ons are 
used. 1n the text and tootnotess 

an - Gover~nt House, ·co.~ Town 

miG ... neJ" . rta3ostv' s Goverrnuant 

· IDB ... Illegal Diamond Buy1ng 
' ' ' ' ' -

' . 

OPS ._:~.Free state 

~ ·!'".· SOUth Afrtcan R~publ1o. 

i ... 
.!. 

• 



PREFACE 

The 1dea or using Souther's letters as the basis f'or a 

study ot h1s adm1n1strat1on or Griqus.land West wa,s suggested 

to me by two historians, one South African e.nd one Amertcane 

almost simultaneously. ~us inspired, I spent many hours in 

the cape ~,Archives Where I became rasolrlated. by ·southey, 

his trlenda and his numerous adversaries. southey was a 

tireless correspondent, a.nd from his detailed accounts of the· 
. i ~ " ' , 

'day to da..Y happen!nga in Gr1quale.nd Wes.t and his det1n1 te 

Opinions on people and events, a. •tv1d picture emerges Of 

.. Southey as a. mBn. : Stubborn, irascible, protocol minded and 
' < - '~'. ' ,' 

disorganized on one handt hum$n1tar1an and 1mper1a11st1c to 
. ' ' 

the point of being almost visionary tn his dreams for Africa 

on the other. . 

The difficulty was to present Southey in depth without 

drowning in detail. Certain aspects or southey's ad.m1n1stra­

t1on I have deliberately om1ttedt tor instance, the complicated 

issue of ownership of the land Which beoa.me Griqualand tiest 

a.nd the endless boundary squabbles 'W1th the OFS and the BAR. 
: ; 

Others, such as southey's relatione With Barkl.y, Ce.rl':lt'iLrvon 

a.nd Froude I have only touched. upon from Southey's point of 

.view as they have been dealt with in great detail by Mr. 

Goodfellow and Mrs. Macmillan~~ I have concentrated on the 

speo1fie issue of southey's administration and why it tailed. 

.. 



southey's attitude totlard. the natives. which. affected his 
' ' - • ~ - • '1. ' ' .. • • • 

' 
views on the arms trade• compllcated the settlement of the. 

, . . . . • . . ' . I ' ., • ,. 

land problem,· and soured h1s relations with the· diggers ·. 

tm.e one f'aotor. t'here were others a.s far.·rlung as the 
. ' \ . . 

· tlu(}tuation ot tb~ world diamond market, and as near as 
. . ' ' ' .. 

Southey's 1nab111ty to compromise and his lma.ok .._.making 

both w.arm friends and bitter enemies. 

The research, absorbing and rewarding, 1-nas dona' ln Capo 

Town. As trell as the southe; pa.pere, th~e were the news­

papers and books necessary to g1 ve a certain e.mo'Ul'it of back-

. ground and to supplement southey's tzritinso. '!'he unexpected 

tra.nofer of 'f1f1 husband· made 1 t n$cessar.v to wr1 te up this 

paper in liaur1t1us and l?h1]Jldel.ph1a and. mail to, Cape Town 

for comment~ This process was much more t!m.e eonaumlng. and 

tod1ous than being a.bl.e to talk over the di-t.afts, and 1 t ·ls 

only due to the kindness and patience ot Mr. Da.ve;r that it 

was possible to f1n1sh at o.l.l~ I also 011e ma113 thanks. to · 

Clare Gra,af' 1 a. friend, atld I·1iss Invies of the Ce.pe Aroh1ves 

·for verifying references tor me and encouraging me to 

continue. · 



•:- . 
. ·. i' 

. CHAPTER I. 

BACKGROUND 

Gr1q~land West was unique and set apart f'rom the other··· 

·south Atr1oan. states beoa.us_e of its c11amond.s. On the problems 

1t shared with the other states and'colon1es, Grlquala.nd West 

had a special slant. Its ·Vien ot the queotlon of a1'11l8 to ·. 

the natives was coloured by_ the fact that 1t •s the hope of · 

bu,Ying a sun which attracted .the .neeessa~y labour to the· mines. 
. '' . 

The broad lssue of the role· ot the native beoame narrowed tn 

G:r1qua.1and West to that or his plaoe in the mining community. 

apeo1f'1oally 1f he should. or should not be allowed to own 

claims. Griqualand West • s other problema were peQul1e.rly .1 ta 

ownt the eudden wealth and desperate depression as the value. 

of diamond' fluetuatedt the congregating of a heterogeneous 

t·:htte population d~pendent upon a 'large native one, and the 

d1ff1eulty or eatabl1sh1ng Who owned the land and the diamonds 

under the land. 

Until diamonds were d1 scovered there, the barren land 

between the Hart and the Vsal.Bivers was 1nd1st1nsu1shable 

trom tha wasteland all around 1 t, ·and. theretore or no part1oular 

interest to anyone but the people, white or black, who l.1ved 

there. Moot at the natives were Gr1quas •. a people or m1xed 

blood who had wandered northward Under a freed s1ave • Adam Kok.1 
. ' . . . 

Ill 

A. disgusted m1ss1o~y de~cr1bed them· in 1800 as ... a hc;trd of 

wandering and naked savages, subs1et1ng by plunder and the 

chase ••• bod.1 es daubed: with red paint-. i headn. loaded w1 th grease 
. . , · . 

. . , 



i t ·' 
. ' 

and shining powder • · w1.th · no covering but the f'-l thy Kaross 

over their eho11ldere. "2 B~ 1821 this group had cro~sed the 

Orange River to settle on the London t>t1es1olla.r1 society station 
... ' ' ' 

. . .. ~ 

at Phi1llpo11s and was sUtflo1ently und$r missionary sway to 

ac()ept the misslonar:t.es' protege, Andries Waterboer,a recent 

err! val from capetown as their "Ce.ptaln." 

'lh817& they formed a part· Of the buffer 0~ "c1V111Zed•' 

na.tlves tbe ·miss1ona1"ies. planned to place between the oolon1ste 

and the natives of the 1nter1or.3 As all the Bushmen had been 

driven out, the name of' this area was changed .from Bushmanland. 

to Gr1qualand" 

· In 18:37 and 1838 by treaties witnessed b.r the British 

Resident, the Gr1quas officially d1V1ded'1nto two groups, 

Adam Kok's group remained: ne~ar Ph111ppol1s with Waterboer . 

and. his people to the n.orth west, . A line drawn from Ba.mlah 

to David's Grave. to Platsbers marked the border. between them.4 

At the time the treaties were drawn up these points seemed 

det'1rt.1te as both chiefs ~ew trom what point. on Plats'bera: and 

exaotly Where on the south. bank of the Riet Blver, David Isaac, 

e. warrior or Wa.terboer's• had been burled .when he had died on 

the way home :from an expedition 1n late 1829 or early 1830·5 

The contueion inherent tn the South African situation .of 

1ncreas1ns cobl'rontat1on or colonist and native in the search 

ror well -.tered land and in the raid and counter raid Which 

gtoew · 1nto a aerlea or wars, was compoUnded by the ~1ngs of 

British poitcy to.ards Seuth Africa. While in the main Colonial 

policY (no mat~er.wh1ch ot the twentt-s1x·Secretaries or state 

tor the ·Colonies between 1825 and 1668 1tas 1n ott tee) waa 

"tinged With human1tarian1sm and domi~ted by =atertaliam," 
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t, 
empnasls and method ditrered. Parliament waa easily bored 

by colonial problems and lmaglnative schemes to attempt to 

work out a modus vivendi between advancing Boer and native 

along the South African frontier were strangled tar laok of 

funds, although mone7 •• reluctantly torthcom1ng to pay tor 
~ the wars that theae measures were deeigned to prevent. 

In 1820 aix thousand settlers were sent out rrom England 

in a doublet-barrelled move to relieve the economic situation 

ln England and to provide a barrier between the restless tribes 

and the cape Colon.v. 'l'welYe year old Richard southey came out 

with h1s tam117 at this time. Theae .scattered settlements, 

although inadeq_ue.tely eupplled trom the oolonists po1nt of 

v1ew, ware an ·1neetible teaptat1cm to th• cattle hungry 

natives?- PredictablY the.r were wbject to constant raids and 

by their mere presence exace~bated the triotion and ferment 

which they were IUppOsed to help· calm, The colonists clamoured 

for the protection they telt was owed to them by the British 

Government, and in a short space ot time came to adopt the 

"Boer" point or view ot keeping the native in his place~ 
It was obviously intolerable trom the colonists• point or 

view to live in constant tear tor the sarety of their stock 

and even the lives or their tam111es and unrealistic not to 

expect them to take what measures they could to protect them­

selves. It was just aa impossible tor the natives, in a period 

of turbulenoe, to whom raiding and war was part ot a wa.r of 

life not to find the settler's cattle irresistible and to 

resent his concept or "owning" land. It was an insoluble 

problem in the nineteenth century and 1n the twentieth a fair 
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and workable solution for joint white and African control and 

use ot the resources of their countr7 baa atlll to be found, 

After the Frontier War of 18)4 S1r Benjamtn D'Urban, the 

Governor of the Cape who arr1Ted just before the war broke out, 

attempted to pao1f7 the frontier b7 a ser1ea or treaties with 

the oh1eta 'Mblch brought tbem directly under the Crown 1n the 

hopes that throush the 1J'ltluence at Br1 t1ah m1aalonar1es and 

British maslatratea the7 might be g.raduallr detrlbal1zed and 

made peaceful and uaetul.v;t Waterboer s1SDed a tree.t7 ln 18)4 

ln Wh1oh he promised to keep order in his district, protect 

the fro!ltler tram invaders or marauders and to send back 

fugitives and cr1m1nala to tbe ColoDJ tor which he was to 

receive • 150 a Je&r and an adequate aupplJ of munitions. Dr. 

Ph111p felt that such a treat7 was· better than nothing, but 

what Waterboer needed •• to have hla land incorporated in the 

Colony before the an6~ch1ng Boers had reduced the Gr1quas to 

" landlesanesa once asaln. 

Slr Harr.v Slalth, seneralll' referred to as "dashing", tmo 

had been m111tary commander ln cape Town and theretore commander-

1n-oh1ef during the last war threw b1maelf as enthus1ast1call7 

into adm1nlster1ng the D*Urban treaties as he had into 

"exterminating the Kattlr". But he and D'Urbe.n were recalled 

to England (S!l 1836 and 18:37 reepeot1vel1') partly because ot 

'""' m1sa1onary accounts ot the way the war ot 18:)4 had been conducted. 

The sucoeed1n8 Governor, Sir Peregrine Ma1tla!l<:4 attempted to 

impose a solution by force, but his handtul of troops was not 

sut'fio1ent to "over awe" eevent.v-thoueand natives and the ~Jar 



\~ 
ot the AXe ensued. Sm1th was aent baok to south Atr1oa e.s 

Governor at cape To1111 1n 1347 to put into etteot the schemes 

ot' the third Lo!-4 Grey, Colord.al secretar.r 1n Lord John 

Russell's adm1n1atmt1onJ whloh were bas1call.Y an extension o't 

' D'Urbranc treat,. s;ratem• an etfort to o1v111ze the nat1Yes by 
''{ 

exposing them to Brltlsh religion. education and coueroe. 

Imaginative but unrealistic.,.. (Gret• a Indian experience 

was not really applicable to south Atr1oa.)., tibia programme 

was doublY' hand1oapped b1 1neutt1cient tlnancial backing from ,tS 
London and b7 too much daah and draaa on the part of' Slr Harry. 

An attempt to red1rect and defuse tribal 11te called tor a 

delicate understanding or hlltive thinking and subtle guidance 

toward a elow but tundaaental change 1n their way of lite, 

which •• t'lot at all Slr Harry' • torte. He both underestimated 

the nat1Tes and overestimated his personal ettect on them. In 

an ettort to bring the trouble spots under tighter oontrol, he 

kept puahtng the tron:t1•~ nortlnraJ'da Ullt1l be had annexed the 

whole res1on between the Qrange and the Vaal (1nclw1ing 
. -~ Griqualand) ae the ora.nse R1Yer sovereignty. k71 Gre7 

carried the C&blnet ln support ot · thia ac~1on, but thla marked 

the zenith of ooloaia1 reapons1't:til1.t7 1n South Atr1ca and it 

d1d not last lo?~g. '.l'tle:re was a · gowlns :t·eel1ng 1n England 

that south Africa •• a bottomless p1 t into which Brl tlllh 

soldiers and mon-S' were being poured to no advantage to 
,~ 

England. EVen humanitarians were beginning to doubt the 

Wisdom ~tl, 1nterter1ng 1n a sl tuat1on which they oould not 

control. When the IUshth Frontier War broke out in 1850 and 
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S1r Barrt•s debonair assurance that orily -two thousand troops 

. were needed to keep the. peace was remembered, he was once 

asn1n recalled. "There is nothing so d1ff1cult. to defend 

aga1net pU'bl10 Opinion as ()pt1m1S1!1 shown to be unjus.t1f'1od.," CS1 
·' 1 is the apt oonoluelon o~ a h1stor1an of. British Colonial policy. 

In 1052 the section Of public opinion led by Richard 

Cobden and S1r t:tlliam Holeawortb which insisted that the 

colonists Should. xnBflB:S'Ei ·&114. pay fol.' their own affairs had 1. ts 

heyday. _Great Dr1ta1n abandoned the ·riotion that it oOul.d 
' I . ' 

control. the tre~~ Boers, who until thAt time were toehntcally 

subject to Brl t1sh law, and the ideal or Imperial protection of 

the nat1\t'es •. By the Gand Rtver and. Bloemfontein conventions 

of 1852 $ntl 1654 tbe Brlt1Gh ·GO'V'erl1mellt. in return f'ot• a promise 

of no slavery and an assurance that some land would be resorved 

for the natives, declared o policy of non-interference by 

ebrosnt1ng existing treaties and promising to make no others. 

with .the natives outside ot. British possessions--beyond which 

tho· :natives might ,_slaUghter each other" With Boer and 

m1 ss1onary help w1 thout any imperial interference .to 
'Ibis repudiation ot treaties was particularly hard on the 

Gr1quas 'Hho had been Dr1 tish subjects e.t the time they lett · 

the cape, had always considered ~emselves Br1 t1sb subjects 
~ . . 

and had been reoogn12ed. as such. Other aspects of this 

pol1oy or dise~gemant were the erant1ns or representative 

sovernnent to the Cape Colons in 1853 e.nd recognition of The 

·orange Free State 1n 18.$4. The GJt1stanoe of the independent 

Door Republic 1:noreased the pressure on Griqua lQ.nd. Gr1qooa, · 
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who had leased grazing lands to Boer farmers on long leases • 

found that when the lease was up the Boer had an OFS title to 

the tarm. or that he deaaded pa.vment for the improvement he 

h4d made during 1-lJ,;• lease, v1rtuall.Y an 1mpass1b111 t;y tor the 

cashless native. 

ID spite ot complicated arrangements of alienable (possible 

to sell) and inalienable {reaerved for tribal use) land which 

uas supposed to reserve suft1o1ent lands to th$ tribe, Griquas 

sold or otherwise lost so much land that Adam Kok•• group was 

!l&l'l~Ul!!&ded to sell the l!'est to the Boers and move to the south 

of the Drakensberg 1n NOllfillaland ( wh\~ then· became Gr1quala.nd 

East) as a butte%' a gal nat the Basuto. When Kok lett, he gave 

h1s agent Henry Barve1 the p~r or attorne;y to sell the 

remaining lal'l4s for him, t.e., Th• Ph111ppol1s lands 1n the 

southern Free State, For some reason now unknown Harvey threw 

into the sale With the OFS "the lands ot the late,cornel1s Kok•" 

the Grlqua chief at campbell who bad w111ed hls land to Kok. 

DaVid Arnot, the Grlqua lawyer, a former agent tor Kok who at 

th1 s time was acting for Wa terboer, persuaded Kok to deny 

having authorized the sale of these extra lands and claimed 

them tor Waterboer on the ground that Cornelle Kok had not 
')..Itt 

been an independent chief but a vassal or Waterboer, 

'Ibis was the a1 tuatton until 1867 when an alert farmer 

noticed a particularlJ brie;ht pebble some children had found 

on the banka ot the Orange BiYer which proved to be a diamond. 

w'hen two years later the same farmer bought a much larser diamond 

(The Star of Atrloa) troa an Atrican witch doctor who had found 
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1t in the same area, the rush tor diamonds was on. At first 

the diggers were mostl7 solid and law abiding Boers who worked 

hard wtth their tam111ea at sitting the sand and mud ot the 

r1 ver bankli, generallY lmew on• another and lived in cordial1 t.r 

and mutual regard. One noatalgtc tartictpant declared that 

moat ot the people ot the river• 418Btnssin 1870 and 1871 were 

happier than ever in their lives before or atnoe. "If eYer 

there •• a land ot liberty, 'pert'eot liberty, religious, ,_t,p 

political, commercial and aoo1al, 1t 1aa ther• and then." 

Like moat pe.radiaea thla one was ahort-llved. Bt 1871 

the river dlgslngs were al.Jac)at t1n1ahed and the rush had 

moved twent.r-f'tve 111lea eaat to dig on the ta:rma ot Du.toitepan, 

Bultontetn, De Beers and VooruitztstS. There were more 

Europea.na on these diamond t1eldl than had taken part in the 

great Trek, not onlJ' trom the Boer etatea and the Cape Coloey 

but trom Auet:ralta, area t Bri tatn and even the Un1 ted states. 

Atter the miners had come the ahop keepers, saloon keepers. 

speculators and diamond bu,1ers typ1oal ot an,y roush and ready 

m.t!ling t01ft'l. Peculiar to South Atrtoa were the hordes o~ 

1'2&tivea who came to do the actual diggins tor the "41ggers• 
'J,.:r 

and to take home a gun. 

An arrival ot November 1871 round paradise lost 1ndeedl 

"itle road •• lined WS. th bones and halt -dr.Y carcasses and the 

flies put u• tn terror ot our lives. The canvas •lla were 

black beneatin their hoate, Dtshes and drink choked with them." 

He described the tente along the ridget the pale grey- mounds 

ot "sorted atutr" 1 the lonel.7 little camps ot the Doers who 
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·took their earth home to be sorted and the more pretentious 

·houees made of canvas stretched on wooden frames.wlth neat 

Windows .CUt out bound With coloured braid or ribbons about· 

the edge,and. the ", • ~old b:token tents. rusted and rotted · 

sieves, holes abandoned ... as well as the vile smells that 

assailed the. nostr1ls" and the utter ••reokleesnese of decency. rt 

Less dramatic but also important he ~ound prices monstrouslt 

h1gh on s~me p:roduoe, ~a~i everything to ~o w1th the government. 

in desperate confusion. · · 

As was to 'be expected. the tortune in diamonds eha.nged every- . 
. ' 

one•s attitude to~rd this erstwhile asteland·. No one expected 

the diamonds to last long, . but everyone wanted a ·share in the 

. boom. The OFS claimed the land because 1 t was part of' the 

Orange B1 vor sovereignty a.nd becauae 1 t had purchased the lands . 
or Cornel1s Kok trottl Adam K6k v1a ·Hart"ey. (It was never possible 

to be certain. whether Cornelle Kok or Adam Kok or Waterboer had 

the tribal right to sell the Campbell lands), ·and sent a• 
. ·.. . 

Landrost, Trut&r,·f'lrst to Pn1el aitd"tben.to'adm1n1ster the . ' . . ·.··, .· . . . 

Dry P1gg1ngs at Duto1 te~pan. ·· 'The. SAR• took tt,e stand. that an.v 
; . ~. • ' f ' • . . 

Br1t1$h action, such astbe.acoeptance of Waterboer•s request 
' . . . ' ' ' f ' . 

to be taken under .Br1t1sh pro~ect1ol'l was ~··!1olat1on of Article 

three ot the Band B1ver.convent1on. 'Wh1oh ·apeotf1cal1Y forbade 
. . .· .. ' .·· . . . . . ,' . ' .~1-C\ . 

a.n.v alliances With natives north of the vaal, and granted 8 

monopoly to a SAn group for development ot the m1r.i.es. When the 

. SAR representatives arrived to take possession they f'ound. the 

d~ggers had already declared themselves the Independent 

Kl1pdr1ft Republic under President. Stafford Parker. President 



Pretor1us visited the Fields himself', wae feted at a ball, and 

came away with the realization that the miners were too well 

establ1 shed to be dislodged. !lowever the very idea of SJIR 

control left n residue of suspicion amon~ the diggers to~mrds 
~'0 

the Sl~n. 

In 1070 Wnterboer had asked tor help 1n keeping order on 

the Ftelda and Lieutenant General c.v. IJa.y, Aoting Administrator 

of the Cape Colon,y appointed !·1r. John campbell as ttagistrate 

at it!.1pdr1tt. President Parker anxiously awaited Campbell's 

coming as the symbol of British rule and resigned upon his 
~\ 

arrival in December or 1870. It was obVious thnt even w1th 

Campbell's help Waterboer could not control such e. mixed popula­

tion as that at the mines, and it was h1ghly u.""ll.1kely that the 

Boer Republics could either. Sir Henry Barkl,y, Governor of 

\\,t" "''""C!f !!)11 the Cape Colol)J' !:e1 ., ' 1 !! r !I) 'I !I came up to the Pield:s~ to see 

for himself what should be done. 

President Brand met Darkly and offered to submit his claim 

to the Campbell lands to r~etgn arb1trat1on (which was S'V11ftly 

vetoed by London) but he dld not consider the ownership or the 

TJry Diggings open to question. Barkl.y met the Chiefs and t•JBS 
. . 

impressed by the p11gbt of the Baralong 't:ribes llltder Maruto:roane 

and the Batlapin of Monts1oa who had been told to become 

Tran~l subjects or to move away from their lands. President 

Pretor1oua agreed to &!"b1tration on boundaries and to joint 

arbitration With John Canpbell to try BritiSh subjects unt11 

the final settlement. President Brand • cordial but unhelpful 

1ne1sted that he needed hla force of burshera there to keep the 
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' ,.,. ' . 

d1ggors 1n order r · the, BAR had 1 te commandos too and Barlt17 had . 

sont for a detachtnant of the ~pe l'JO~nte~ Police to give 
'~ ' campbell •qual status. 

Barkl~ roturned to Capetown convinced that something had 

to be don~ botor.e the va:r1ous to.ct1ons came to blows. As · 

Groat Sr1ta1n was ob'lrlousl.Y the only power 1n South. Africa 

strong enough to m.1nta1n order ,he came to a.gre~ t-11 th Colonial 
' ' 

Sooretar·y Southey. probably the best informed tna!J. in the C:ape 

Government on this subject, that the best solution would bo to 

accept l!aterboer• s prof erred alleg1ance. This ·Barkly 'tlti\a 

speo1f1cnlly forbidden to do by a despatch of November seventeenth 

1.870.. He Pressed London to oha.nge 1 tq_ mind and. allow h1r.t to · 
· · . II . 

reee1ve this territory tor" the Queen. 

The /lttorne.r-Gene:ral of the·cape Colony and Colonial 
' . 

Sec~etary southeYt after careful study of all the available 
. . , .... 

evidence, had. concluded that Ws.t.,rboar• s ola1m wo.s valid. 

Britain, in an awkward position atter· !ts public and unequivocal 

abandonment of' this land before it· tmew about the d.1amonds, was .. 

nevertheless not prepared to have the Boer states suddenly rich 

o.n~ PO'Hartul, so 1 t agreed to annexation ··1r . the. capo .Colo!l9' 

would accept respona1b1).1 ty for governing 1 t and Bri t1sh troo~s ,, 
l!ould not be involved. However, ~en southey ·moved that the 

capo House go 1nto c0'1!£lll1 ttee to oons1der the bi.ll to annex the 

Diamond Fields, John Iilolteno, Soutbe;v• s chief poll tical opponent 

and loader of the "pro-Responsible Government" party, protested 

so v1gorous11 that DarklY felt ooiQpelled to postpone 1t. 

i~olteno, Who had just aeh1eved a delicate balance in the Cape 

-11-



Parliament between Ea.st and West, 'Was afraid rept-eaentat1vea 

f'rom the Diamond Fields vrould ~~m.b1ne \11th the Eastern dele­

gates to control tho Government. Both Houses ot the Cape 

:Parliament P.;G~.Ve verbal backing to the idea of $.nne:tat1on, 

Barkly felt that both London and the cape really wanted. it, in 

spite of their reluctance to accept the onus of action, so he 

announoed the annexation of tbe Piamond Fields on '1 October .,. 
18?1 •. 

Governor Darkly- asked iteate, the Lieutenant-Governor of' 

~Jatal, to arbitrate the question ot the disputed boundaries, and 

he came to the conclusion that Waterboer' s boundary was as 

claimed. President Pretor1us aooepted this decision, but his 

Volltsraad ii·d not and repudiated both the award and the 

President. 

Barkly had· already mad~f up his mind the.t southey was the 

logical choice to go'V'orn this tompore.rt Crown Colons, but as 

southe7 was unwell at thls time, BarklY appointed J .c. '.thompson, 

the Public Prosecutor and J .c. Bowker, the Commander ot Police, . ~' to form a tr1Wll"tera~e with Mr. C8.1ftpbel1. nr. J. =~thews, a 

self~ppo1nted one man citizens• committee. claimed that 

government by the Commissioners was a mistalte from the beginning 

as 1 t lacked both the "main de fer" and the "gant de sole., 

naeded to deal w1 th suoh a heterogeneous oommtu11 ty • He con­

sidered that the syatem and the material were alik~ bad and 
'40 in spite ot Barkly'a exertions, doomed to failure. 

.... 

Campbell, not surprisingly, did not consider this period 

ouch a f'a11ure and pointed. out that when he had ... the entire 
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management ot the P1eld on the r1ght bank or the :Vaal R1ve:r 

where thousai'lde ot Br1 tlsh subjects were engaged 1n . searching 
. . .. . .. 

tor diamonds there was not a . single 1nat&.nce ot tent-burning 

or or the flogging or Mlt1vets to death • 1fh1oh · ot late has 

unhappily been so prevalent". and· that he ·had· suceesstully . 

established "British Bule and Order." It was only, he explained 

when the OFS terri to:r.v on the lett bank of the Vaal was added 

and came under Colonial Law whiCh was totallY unsuited to .the 

o1rcumstances, (1.e. natives could own ola1msJ that opposition 

to Brlt1sh rule grew strong •. He also pointed out with justice 

that the Col!llll1ss1onera. while nominally the Governaent, had no . 

. power to remed¥ any grievance as .. all decisions had to· come fJ."om 
. . "''' 

Cape Town lfhence 1 t took three weeks to ~et an answer. 

Barkl.,y ~ who tel t _experienced ln the ML1s of diggers from · 

his tour in Australia, considered Campbell to ba'V'e. been the 

right ·-.n to keep order amons the unrul9' adventurers who came 

first to the Dry D1gg1ngs. However, now that a better olaas 

or diggers. bad arrived, Be.rkl9' thoue:ht that Campbell lacked 
.. • . j 

,.tact and .temper" for· the job, espeo1all.Y a·a he resented an.v . . . ~~ 

form of digger pa.rt1c1pat1ori in the. ·government.' · 

In face ot the Molteno Govex:naent's.conttnued reluctance 

to the 1neorporation.·or the Diamond Fields 1nto the Colony and 

the diggers expressed ·dtstSuite tor being eo annexed, Barkly 

began to question tbe f'eas1b111ty. ot fitting tb1e turbulent, 

but pc>es1bl1 temporary• population into an.v existing etate. . . 

He came to believe that the best (or only) solution would be 

to have it come directly under the Queen as a separate ent1t9'. 
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' .. 

·whicl'l would ·eventuallv jo1n wl th · the other states and colonies 
. - ' "'" . . 

· 1n a south Afrtcan Federation.· · 

M$1mm1le the Conmd.am1onere were haV11lS a dif'f'loult t1me 

over the violent disapproval ot . most of the white diggers oia 
alloW1ns non-11h1 tes to· own · olatma,. e::t~essed dramaticallY bg 

r1otlng a.nd the lynching or. an Indian. Com.m1ss1onere Bowker 

and Campbell tlnall.Y agreed to gtve 1n to the diggers' demand. 

to allow only White clelm owners. (onl.y Thompson had beld out, 

explaining to th• diggers that such d1sc:r111l1nat1on -.s contrary 

to Brl t1sh l~w tn which. he was uphel4 by Barkl;v.) Barkl.V went 

back to the Field$ ~1mselt to tra to straighten things out and 

tQ~ the miners calmer and more cooperative than they bad 

.been dU%'1ng his last vistt, · In a speech to one. hundred ·and· 
. . ' . . ' . 

tort1 leadtns c1 t1sens at a "Titt•n'*, the Governor praised 

them tor their energy .. persevet"enoe. and orSanization and. promised 

that he would ask for a conatttutton and a representative 

government tor ·them. He assured. them tha..~ .. they would not be 

. forced tntb un1on ·with . the Qape ~olonr aga1nati . the1r wtll.s. . . . . ' . 
As to the burnt~ issue or ·ola1m owning. Barklt sympathized 

With the dlgger~ ov,;. th~1.r lcpsses, but said that be could not 
. . 

admit the justice of ~epr1vlns ~ll·qoloured persons of their 

r1shts aa c1t1£ens :ba~use some w•re ·diahon•st. It was a 

statesman.l!ke Speech appealing to the best 1n b1a audience-- . 

although the phrase "something ot the kind as the Leg1sl$t1ve 

Chamber 1n Natal" was to lead to trouble ·later. · 

Unaware ot Kimberley' a mutter1ngs ot disapproval or his 
' . 

¢~1 tleal m1n.ute when he bad heard ot Ba.rk11' s annexing the . 



Fields before the cape Parliament bad passed the bill •. Barkl$ 

proposed a. Crown Colony oonst1 tutlon and· the appointment ot 

Richard Southey- a.s · the first Lieute:riant-Gove~or of Griqua- · 

land Vest. ~t'lberle,, ·ever ·lora,l to his gOVernors, 'sanctioned 

. "'"' 1t at once, 

'At the time. Southey was offered this pos1t1on,·-he •s one 
. . . 

ot the most prominent men in tbe Cape Colon7 and had just 

deel1ned the honour. o~ being the tlrst Prime M1n1ste~ under 

.. Romponslble Government. ln eom.e w..vs southey -.e a typical 
. . . 

· f'rontlersmant 1ri others a. statesmn ot. unusual· vision • 

. The "romaDt1o" an ot aot1on admired by Barkly, 111ho knew 

the country am rode and shot well enousn to serve as gutde or 

soldier at a moment's notice, •s the product ot a rigorous 

·childhoOd on a etl"'Ugglt.ng farm near Grahamstotm with the threat 
' . . . 

of Afr1oan raids alaye Pz-esent. As soon aa he turned twenty ... 
. . 

one Southey lett the. store where he had been a clerk tor ~1ve 

tears (except for a brief period_ ot military service at Fort 

Beaufort 1n 1828)·. to ·go. on a· trading and hunting e:tped1tton 1n 

Pondoland and Bovs.naland, Apparentlt th1s trip contributed · 
. . . . 

more to Southey•s 'Wlderetandlng ot the natives than 1t d1c1 to 

his fortune, as too mllY' of h1.s cattle were declared elck and 

feasted upon by the .-sl1mft tribesmen. On 111s· return Southey 

·married Isabella Shaw and eettled on the farm, Kap Biveri whieh 

In 1835 the Southers 
. . . ·r ' ·t · -· , 

vere •rned or a "Kat1r" raid .1.ust '1n ! time to escape w1 th their 

two children by ox-oart ·to GratiamJJtowr.•• stopping at each farm 
~ . ~ i ' . 

en route to \Tart) the other f~t~Jllle$. ·t~e southet•s' tarm was 
.. ;.,.; . t ~~ t• 



burnt down w1 th everything in 1 t am moat their stock •• 

lost."1? ~ 
Colonel Barry Smith dashed to the rescue or the colonists 

and abortlY' atter his arrival asked southey to be the guide 

tor the Headquarters column, and later to form aDd oaptain a 

Corps or Guides. The natives were detee.ted. and southey wlth 

sm.1 th and hla brother George souther were escorting Hintze, 

the vanquished ch1et • through his country to collect the cattle 

and horaea forfeited by the peace t:reat.v, when the chief 

bolted. He was cornered b.r Georg~ southe.J and :raised his 

assesai to strike. George shot hlm. Al thoUSh 1 t seems fairly 

well documented, this story ot "ahot while attempting to escape" 

did not go OYer well in England where lt was taken aa proof" of 

the misslom:rlee' chargee ot undue brutalit.r in putting down 

the uprising and helped to br1DS aboV.t the recall or sin1th '". and D • Urban. · · 

Southey settled 1n Graatt-Beinet where he tarmed and ran 

a le.w agency UJttll Slr Barr.r retu.rfted to the Cape as Governor ., 

in 1847, when he persuaded southe7 to become his private 

secretary. southey toUS'ht oourageouslT 1n the battle ot 

Boolq)la tts and when Sml th reprocla1med the Orange River 

sovereignty on 7 Septe•ber 18~, southe1 •a lef't behind to 
. lBoU!-. 

collect the tines levied upon the deteatedl. "' .. 'itthout appa.Jtent 

difficulty he collected the full 8UDl due, llhich had not been 

considered likel.v. and managed to establish triendly relations 

w1 th his recent eneatea. southey stayed on as the represents. ti ve 

or British Governaent until MaJor Warden's installation as 
' \ 



1(1-
Br1ti8h Bea1dent. 

In 1849, Southe; •• appointed Clv11 Comm1ss1oner and 

Resident Magistrate at Swellemam, which tmro1ved recruiting 

nattvea and getting accurate intoft!-,t1on tt:lr Str Harry Smith 

'" during the lS.S0-1852 Frontier war. · In 1852 when John MontagU, 

the seoretar.Y to the Governaent tn Capetown. bad to go to 

England on sick leave, he eugseated southe.Y aa hls replacement. 

!ciontagu had asked southe1 to keep him au oourant or affairs 1n 

his department, but when southey complied, the new Lieutenant­

Governor Wlth whom Montasu had fallen out before hls departure, 

suspended Southe7 trom ott1ce. southe7 had to go to London 

to present hie case. The Colol'l1al secretary,. The Duke of 

Newcastle, reinstated southe.v and reprl•nded :Darling ~or over-
.... ?/ 

lfCI·D 
react1DEJ to a simple m1nnderatand1ng. 

After a short at1nt as s.oretar.v to the L1 eute:na.nt­

Governor in Grabamatolm., sou.they ~ecaae once again a temporar.r 

Secretary to the Government 1n capetown when the incumbent t'las 

on leave. ~1s entailed southei 81Tiils the ijudget speech in 

the Colonial Parliaaent ot 1861 wlllch the Lieutenant-Governor 

at capetown toun.d "the ·beat and 110st stra1shttorward thing of 
"',_ Go\lcmot) 

the kind" he bad aeen tar •DT days, ,.. Sir George Gre; wrote to 

the Duke ot Newcastle that 0 Mr, Richard SOuthey conducted the 

Governmet bue1neaa tbrouabout the entire Seaa1ons tdth very , 
rc( .J 

· arlted abi11ti. and great llOderation, coolness, and temper." 

AdmiJ'a tion between southe1 and S1r George Grey was mutual. 

Southet rererred frequently to the tact that he te1t S1r George 

Gre,v had a better understanding of the na t1 ve problem and had 
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dOne more to attempt a solution to it than anyone else. After 

graduating from Sandhurst and spenCltns ten .vee.ra as an army 

officer largel,v tn the unexplored regions of Australia, Grey 

-was appointed Governor of South Auatralia in 1840 ~ While 

there he became 1ntereste4 1n the eulture and welfare ot the 

. "'"''' f.!Elor1s of New Zealand, After his eight or despotic but 
. Ill 

suoeesstul rule had put the colony on 1 ts economic and pol1 tical 

feet, Grey was moved on to· cape Town. He decided that there could 

never be peace between native and European as long as the tribes 

lived under their system ot oh1ettaneh1ps w1 th ra1d1ng and · 

warfare their "raison d'etrt•. so he embarked on a programme 

to c1v111ze and Chr1st1an1ze the tribes b.V means of" jobs, health 

care and education •s.nto friends having oonunon 1ntereste''. S1r 

George had won the approval ot both London and cape Town tor 

his efforts and kept peace on the frontier with t~oops to spare 

to send to India at the t1me ot the Mut1nt, when as so often 

happened in South Africa before • policy came to fruition, 

the Government in England changed once again • Lord Stanley • · 

the new Tory Colon1a.l Seoretar:r, 1nt ormed qrey that h1 s annual 

grant tor Br1t1sh Katfrar1a had been halved• therefore no 

more money at all could be spent 'that year. Grey continued 

to finance h1s treaty system from his ~ pocket. but gained 

no favour for 1 t., especially W1 th Lord. c&:rnarvon, the 

parliamentary under secretary tor t.tu) colo~1.es .t who oon~1dered 

h1m"a dangerous fellowft. Gray .ae ordered to resign atter he · 

brought an OFS proposal r.or a fedel"$t1on ot south Atr1ee.n 
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countries before the Colonial Government. Although Grey was 

t"et'l.trl'led to CtJ.pe ·Town 1n 1860 when h1s adm1rera t,"eturned to 

power • he •a warned that. the Csb1net wqttld not support an 

. . ~· confed.oratlon or south /.\~r1oe.n. states. ' 

· In JatnlB.r.Y 1862 Slr Phlllp t·Todehouse al:'r1ved· to replae~ 

Grer as Governor. southey .had 3uet been made .Trea.su.rer of the 

Colo»¥ e.nd 1n 1064 when Rawson retired., he ss made Colonial 

Soer()tary to the Government, a. post he. held until the advent of 
. ·. .J1... 

Responsible Government 1n 1872. 1he lsSl.les con:f'ront1ng the 

nBW GovQrnor were Responsible Government and the poss!b111ty of 

Eastern aepamtlon. ·wodehouse, 'Mho •s openly anto.gon1st1o to 
nn,y lessenins of ties with the Rother country, had the 1864 

session of Par1lo.ment move to Grabamstown in the hope ot · 

dlm.1n1ah1ng the influence . Qt. the Cape a.nd the pe.r.t1sans o~ 

;tespons1ble Gover.mnent,. A etortn1 session resulted and that 
. . . 

cf 1865, beck 1n Cape· ToWI'l was worse, although the Govorl"JJIOnt · 
' 

achieved the annexatlon of Br1 tloh Eaftrar1a by a. os~ul 
. balancing ot eight ·ueste~ members w1 th eight Eastern.- In spi tc 

~ . . 

ot l!odehouse•s appeals· to the oo~try· to 1f0l'k, together, the · 

economic e1tus.tton went from bs.d to 'tforse.. Lord ce.rnarvon•s 
" . 

decree thElt Im~1e.1 troops muet ·'be W1t~wn or paid tor b,v 

·tho Colol'11 d1d n()t help. In. 1867 th~ OOVe!"l'ment. proposed n 
·; ' 

·smaller, a1mpler · ParltaJ.Uent as an· eo~ measuro. · There t.ras . . . 

ttn teed1ato outcro-. rtolteno pro:posed Responsible Government · J .. 
. . . . t) 

trh1ch dtd not pass, ·but the Government w1 tbd.rew 1 ts measure. 

Into th1s economic chaos and pol1tlcal dlssen$1on came 

··. tha new Governor. S1r tlenry Barkl.V, who was known tor hts tact 



and had proven himself 1n difflcul t situations in Br1 tish ' . . . 

Guiana, Jaina1tu1, ·Victoria and Mauri t1us. H1s instruct! on 1n 

South A:trtea 1&8 1 while .rememberlll$ the large natiVe. popula• 
. ' . ~\ . 

tiona, to see that south Africa followed the path of Australia 

and Jamaica 1n adopting nespona1ble Government, (or ta111ng 
. . 

that become a qUa.s1•Crovn Colony -- but to do .·something to 

:r:nake 1 t workable). &rkly tried, . W1 thout euoces.s, to pin 

London down on what 1t. meant to do or did not intend to do to 
~ . . . 

proteot the natives.- · 

Barltl1 handled the subject· ver.v gently ln h1a first .speech, 

d1souss1ng the frontier, the Eastern ·province and Federation 

and then remarktng mildlY· that as a Crown -~olony Government had 

been voted down, ne~ns1ble Government seemed the only alterna-". . . . 

t1ve., Molteno proposed a b111 tor Responsible Government 

and a :no holds barred debate •s on. One apea.ker said the Cape 

Colony was too corrupt and. ignorant for Reapone1 ble Goverru:lent, 

and Southey defended the Wodebouse administration. Southey and. 

three other members ot the Executive Couno11 drew up a r~nute 

expla1n1ng their r.eason tor opposing Respons1ble Government,· 

Which was the sparseness of popul.l;lt1on (2.82) per square mile h 

. the lack of eduoat1on (only 65,000 people out· ot 496.000 could 

read)t the strong pre3ud1oe or the Dutch a~1nst the English 

and espeoiallv the EnSllsh idea of how to treat the native races 

and the .strong feelings ot antagonism between white and. blnok,. 

pa.rt1oularl;v on the frontier. The Crown. in the eyes ot the 

n1gnatortes, was the ch1et bond in holding· these disparate 
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elements together and therefore ita 1ntluenoe should not be 

reduced. "'$ Lt As an 1mper1a11et and a h~n1 tarlan Southey could 

not support a weakening or the ties wtth Britain or the prospect 

ot the natives falling under a government lthich would 1nerttabl.Y 

be pred.Ot1llnatel7 Dutoh. 

On the other hand. it must ha'Ye been ·1Dtur1at1ng to Barkl3' 

to have had members ot the Coloftlal Government •1obb7ing" 

aga1n:at a Colonial otttoe policy. When he protested to Southey, 

Southe.r wrote that he thoulht Br1 taln wanted to do what •s 

best tor south Atrlca. Slr Benr.r. an able nesottatOJ" and 

smooth compromiser, ••sed to pt the Responsible Gov~nt 

Blll through the Parliament ot 1872, albe1 t by one vote. ~ 

It was untorturate tor Barkl7 that tbi• teat ot d.lplo:mao.v, . 
instead or W1nn1.ng 'Pr&1ae''1D Iln8].and cml.7 served to embroil 

h1t'l With 111m Lorcl CarD&non who• S.n a new ewttoh of GO'Ifernm.ent, 

beoame the Colontal s.oretaz,-7 and round the new cape Government 
. . ' 

an 1nauraouatab1e barrier on the road to Oonf'ederat1on. 

In the tall ot 18?2 Barld' and sou.they were correapond1n,s 

OT8l' Southey's future. Southey had d.ecltned to become the 

f1rst Prime Minister under Reeponaible Government because be 

telt he would. not be able to agree to the imrease 1n expendi­

ture whloh the new Government would •nt (af'ter too m&.ll3 7ears 

~ strugs11ng to •ke ends meet betore tbe mlraole ot dlamoDds 

saved the d/J.T) and because ot the stand the new Government m1ght 

wish to take 1n regard to the natlvee, a queat1on 1n wh1 en he 

had "eYer taken a 11vel3' interest". Be pointed out that in 



ap1te of the tmdetd.able advances Which the natives had made in 

the last taw 1ea:rs and the progress wh1oh they were still 

~king "the white population living near the border are not 

sat1st1&d, and I 8ha1l not be surprised to tlnd that pressure 

be brought to bear upon the Govermnont tor special and exceptional 

la'tfs, applicable to Natives alone, euob ae I, hol.d1ns the strong 

opinions that I do on the matter should not be able to comply 

mth," In faot SoU~I' telt. 10 atronsl3' on these 1ssuea that 
Sf, 

he considered running tor Parl1run.ent as a.n independent. 

It 111 perhaps eaaler to understand whJ' Barkl1 offered 

southeg the d1ftloult position ot L1eut&nant-Governor ot 

Griqualand Weat than to under•tand Wb1 southe1 aooeptod tt, 

Southey •s, atter all, the •n who knew most about that area. 

had been the keeeat to &Jmex 1 t and had the wealth or . h1 s 

econon'llo and pa:U.tioal experience ln the Cape admin1strs.tlon 

to guide h1m. On the broader issues or lrnpor1al1st expansion 

into the 1n1ser1or or At'r1ca aild txoy1ng to bring the :natives 

under Br1 t1sh rule, Da.rklt and :lou they thought alike. Darkly 

must have kno1f~!S that .. aendins a -.n ot southe.v's positive views 

into a commuD1t1 Which waa constalttly ag1tat1ng tor ~ust suoh 

sr>ec1al leg1slat1on as Southey aoat abhorred, was taking a 

cartaln risk, and therefore preiJJWIIlb17 telt that the diggers 

had settled down arul that •southey. 1mpert'txrable, suave, and 
·~ . 

reso'Ul;'oetul" could hancUe 1t. · 'lhe GovernC)r may also bava 

relt that Reapons1ble Government would have an eas1er time 

f'1nd1ng 1ta teet 1t southey were not there to cr1 t1o1ze. 
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WhY did Southey accept th1s almost impossible task? 

Probe.blY tor the reason he 1!/AVO to CUrrey t he had mde 1 t a 

11fe-lons rule never to refuse a 4.uty that be •s called on 

by God to undertake. Also he bad been one of' the first to 

appreciate the importance or the diamonds, remarking• "This,. 

gentlemen, is the rook upon wblch the tuture auocess ot: South 

Africa will be bull t" upon see ins the sta~ or South Africa .. 

It seemed too interesting a challenge to refuse, but he had 

no illusions about 1 t. J .B. CUrrey • who wae so exo1 ted when . 

southey first asked him to come to be seoretar.v to the Govern­

ment, wrote that the more he ~lked to southey about the whole 

sltuatlon, the more h1s l!l0'%'61e sank. •xr the Cape was the. 

grave of J'eput&tion8, driqualand ·weat ll1sht well be the bottom• 

less pit •. At all eventt the chances were heavily a.gatnst us." 
. . 

On the bordlara .. wex-t the bost1le Boer 1ta tea ~nd the people, 

some gentl•en apart, were on the whol• .. u.n:ruly e.nd. turbu1ent ••• 

the eaay making of mone1 WSr thout conventional restraints had 

1 ts charms and the rough lite tbe1 led 1n tents w1 th the general 

carelesaneas in manners and dross and language disposed them 

to tollow· the bolder ep1rlts Without an1 well defined republtoe.n 
. . .. · . ~ 

ideas aimed at the utmost ·treed,om from recognized authority, .. 
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CHAPTER 'l'WO 

ADMINISTRA'l'ION 

The warm and ·colourful welcome g1.ven to Lieutenant-. 

Governor and. Mrs. Southey upon their arrival at the Diamond 

Fields in January of 16?3 gave no hint -ot the dark days· to 

coma. A number of southey's oldest friends rode _ahead to 

greet him. An hour before he was due a throng of horseoen 

and carriages. bearing the "beauty and fashion" of the Fields 

rode ou't to meet h1m and escort him into totm. .The road was 

packed w1 th cheering well•Wi shers, · snd the fireworks lri the. 

Southey's honour that night ended 11teN11y in a blaze of 
glorY' as a spark. fell into the box _of ftreorao_kers., and the 

relll11n1ng rockets, rolll!!ln candles ahd.· catherine' wheels "blazed, 

crackled, f1ZZed and went.o'ft· together."l 

Southey t.ook the oath of allegt.anoe ,before.· Recorder 

Barry and assumed of't1ce on 10 Januar.y 187:3. His first letter 
- . . 

to Barkly tms a curious m1xture of pub11o -pol1o1es and private 

problems. In general So~they :round Gr1qua.land West quiet and. 
. . -

in good order. Although he had not yet :.attempted to deal td.th · 

the contl1ot1ng interests or the diggers and the proprietors 

wh1oh he knew would be dlffioult to reconcile, he hoped soon 

to try ~o persuade both parties to adopt. a "reasonable" point. 
- ~ . 

of View. He noted. that as well as these oppos1ng.i:faot1ons 
Griq,uct\und \Ue..sr ·· . . · · . . 

w1 thin Gt!:-a> he had the Doer states w1 th their unsettled boundaries 



without.. ·However, he ended w1th the f1rm statement· that he did 

not expect "England to aid 1n paying. The Revenue being quite 

suttlctent here to defra.r the cost ot our Gavernment."2 

On a personal level, southe . .v waa distressed . by· Lord·· 

K1mberley•a hesitation tn a.ppr.ov1ng h1s salary ot » 3,500 · p,a. 
alld asked Baxokly to urge Kimberley· to confirm th~s.sum.J As 

ev1denoe that he could ltve better 1n Wsnberg on halt as much 

money, southey described t}le "best" house which bad been 

borrowed tor him-- three small room& with wooden·rrames 

ooveredw1th sheets ot lron ·which was about. the.worat.poss1ble 

oonstructton tor the o11mate, 4 

Both newspapers commented favourably on southey's arrtV&l. 

The Diamond Neg reported. hlm ae "h1ShlY. e;rat1:fled" to find 

the people so loyal and warm-hearted. The, D1attl01'1d £lJ2ed 

thought be was the right man tor the ·job. Both papers_ telt 

1t was essential to have. a man .on the spot to take prompt action · 

when a probl·em aroee and both hoped the land question would be 

·given top· priority. 5 · 
... 

Southey's first move was to appoint his starr.· Mr• G1~dy, 

who had been a nag1,~te · a.nd. p1v11 'CQtmnlcs1.oner, as mmed 

Treasurer and Postmaster GeneN-1.6 Southey bad written a 
' . ' ,· I' ' . . . : · . , , · · 

po11 te note to G1ddt ln November 18?2 say1ng- that he was glad 
· · : · · Gr--'~ltu \ond. U>e-51 

that Giddy. approvec.i or ·hie appointment· to .Gl:f" e:hd that he _was 

sure that he ahd G14dy would "•ork: together very agreeably • .,7 . . . ·, "'• ·.· 

Th1a proved not' to be tt;le oe.se as· ·a ·rew ·days after aocept1:ng · 

this appointment, G1ddy requ~sted s·1~ to .. n11te months s1ck le&Vf3• 

Southey waa angry and "astonished'", \.particularly as G1ddy had 
\ 

- ~ ' .. 



been well enQush to attend every. entertainment when be. travelled 

up with. the Southeys, ·a~ felt that Giddy should not· have 

aoeepted these appOintment& and pointed out that he was needed 

for oont1nu1ty 1n the adra1n1strat1on.8 However Barkl.v, with 

K1mberle,v's approva,l, let Giddy go ons1x-month•s s1olt leave . 

at half aal&.r1 but. 1d. thout moet of the allowances he had. hoped , - . . -
for.9 G1d.dy may well have resented the new adm1n1stret1on,. · ·. 

but southey !'leVer tor gave him f·or leavtns · h1m in the 1 uroh, so 
'\ . . . - , ' . - . 

that G1ddr is nearly aln9'8 presented· ln an unfavourable light 

1n Southey's letters, However an eyewitness accoUnt of 
. . . . . 

· Ptagiatrate Giddy, alone &1'14 ealm., pree1d1ns .f'l'ifer a tr1al of 

· three rioters aDJ.dst a. 4runke1'1 and ·angry orowd. and ~esolutely 

e&l"rJ'1ng out hls duties. shOW$ that he oou14 be a ded1ca.te.d 

·public servant.10 When Gidd.Y went· on l.eave, ourrey ·became 
,, 

Acting Postmaster 1n add.1t1on to his normal duties as Secretary 

to th• Government and D'Ar~y, the o1v11 Qommts•toner at ~iel, 

struggled w1 th the Treasury •11 · Th.~· loa~ o~ an exper1enned 

.. off!Qial and the ·consequent· over-burdening of the others, 
._ . . 
~ ' ' .· "· : , . ' . .. . . . 

tJ.and.lcappecf the etf1otenc.v .~t· the a~mstration from the ste.rt • . . . 
As Attorne.r-Gttneral. south•r o)'lo~ .John Cl'Pl"1an Thompson, . · 

who bad been a Cosaise1oner and was once described: as a man or 
' . ' . -,- . I ., - , ' 

. . . • ... ., • • . .. • - • ~ . .. • • i, • ' • 

ul'!comprom1a1ng pril"lo!ple with a clear· s_ense of What as due to 

· all class~s, hlgh and ·1'011, rich· ahd poor, ~ Brt t1ah and Dutch, . 
. ; , - ~ ... 

wh1 te or coloured .• 12. "In June Thompson beeame 111 an¢ •s re• 

placed b;v Sidlle.v G.B.· Bhtpard as Aotins Attornef...(if!>neral. · 

Francis Henry s. Ol-Peri, Who had been tbe o1v11 commissioner and. 
• • ; l : 

resident sg1strate at Hay, •s made- surve.vor-Gene:ral. 13· 

· The 1"1rst aot. or the a~n1strt~Lt1on was to pass an Ord1ns.nce 
. I . 

f .. , 
-?.~ ... 

( 
I . 



(#1) for the Slispenet.Qn ~ •jwaptng*'. the rule whereby e. claim·· 

11as rort$1t tf it J»d not· been worked.for th:ree. days~ An. 

unueuall.V heavy ratn h&id SliBmped the ola1ms and no one had. 

been able to work f'or· etght days. Thta rule waa obviously 

untatr U!lder the otroumatarioes and both· the · pubitc, · 1n a mass 

meettnr,sand the press wanted tt stoppea.,lS_ 

The second Ordinance Wblob o~osed the gambling houses waa 

also clearlJ' in tune w!tb th~ popular w111. Gambling had been. · 
. ~ ·. . 

according to CUr:re.r. tl .. sore eating the very vttale ot the 

peoplett, and took pls.oe tn a vartett ot establishments, trom 

those Where o11ents. wore evening. dress . and' drank cham.pasne. to 

f11tb.V canvas den• run by MalaY• and Ch1neae, .. In response to 

·a general dell8.l'ld for 1 ts suppreaston, 0\1rrf>V, w1 th help trom 

young O.J • Rhodes, Whom Cu%TeT tound qutck and 1ntel11gent; 

dra£t$d $ bill to oloae down the gambling houses and reported. - . . . ~ 

"It was ·del1gbttul to legislate tor suoh reaaorable and. 
. . . . ~ 

appreciative people." 16 

other· ordinances imposed a ·ta.X on the sale ot suns, reduo.ed 

to ten· sb1ll1ngs &t the request of the Cha$ber ot Commerce Who 

were stra1d that too hlsh a tax would dr1Te a•1 trade and 

encourage emus811ng. SoutheJ disagreed w1 th thi.a reasoning but 

agreed to the decrease .1n order to keep the support ot the 

Chamber of· Commerce tor th~·1ntroduot1on·ot the tnt reduced 
. ' 

tbe auot1on ~ut.v on the sale ot diamonds, and abolished the · 

Pn1el. toll a.l'ld. pont ltoen~es.l? 

The .D&amgl'}d ,F~eld·. oonsldered that southey had ·,et' about 



reform 1t:t good earnest and 1n accordance wlth public op1n1on 

in 1ssu1ng these six proclamat1ons.l8 

southey had. gottE)n orr to a sood ·start • but. he had not 

yet o()me to gripe with the three major problems facing h!s 

e.dm.in!stratton. The. first •s the reor~n1eat1on .of the 

government unde~ the conet1 tut1on prom! sed by Governor .Barkly . 
which would bring to. the tore the delicate issues of what 

·exactly Barkly had prom1$&d and how muCh :l'eal.· self -government 

me to be given to the colony. · The second was the sorting out 

ot corit11ct1ng claims for land 1n order to gre.nt titles to 

the farms as ta!rlt as possible While seeing to 1t that enough 

land tss kept f.or the natives. The. third was the relatione or 
the diggers and proprietor~ to ~Jle .another and the relations 

' . . 
ot both the diggers and the .proprietors with the government. 

. • • . • 1 ~Gri~ua\a.nd ~( . . 
· When _Barkll tmd s<?ne up ·to-:H 1\. "in l\51"1 to quell the up. . ' . 
r1e1ng over (11gger-nat1ve relations ..... l.wctz=-IJiilfilfit!tt' be had . 
"assured h1s excited bearers that. people t:4 .such energy and 

1nte111gence requlred and were entlt~ed t~ self'•gover.nment and 

that a liberal Const1 tut1on would be forthw1 th prepared tor . 
. ' . 

their acoeptance•.19 This helped to .calm the diggers liho 

envisaged e. oonst1 tut1on like that. of Natal.- which tTould tw.ve 

gtven .sutf1c1ent power to the elected. members of the·government 

to pass ouch laws ns they deemed neces~ry to regulate the 

otmersh1p.of ola1ms, 1.e._to tth1tes only. 

The Const1.tut1on, wh1eh southey received 1n m1d-Apr1l was 

not proclaimed until mld-JulY' • partly because sou the; tel t 



certain mod1tloatlona were necessary, partly because Thompson 

was sertousl;y 111. Barkl;y wae kept lntormed b7 Southey as to 

1ts progreaa. The fiscal districts were to become electoral 
. 20 ( dl stri ote after be ill! renamed. Lord X1mberley refused to 

be connected With such a VUlgarism aa New Rush and could 
21 

neither spell nor pronounce Vooruitz1oht•) All votera would 

have to pay tor a five shilling stamp (reduced to two shillings 

at Barkly'a suggestion) and take the vote or allegiance, An¥ 

Free Statetor subject of the SAR who wished to vote would have 

to be naturalized• The necesaar.r amendment was made to permit 
22 Waterboer'a ~subject•- to vote. 

The press manifested 1ts 1mpat1enee, the P&amond Field 

blaming the delay on SoutbeJ'S "naturalll slow disposition ••• 

and his well-known aversion to place more power 1n the hands 

or the people". 23 

on 17 Jul7, 187') the Letters Patent _organizing the govern­

ment and s1v1ng 1natruot1ona tor the neoesaary eleot1ona were 

published. The 'rerr1 tory of Griqualand •s hencet'orth the 

Province of Gr1qual.and West w1 th southe,- aa 1 ts Lieutenant­

Governor. De Beers• .New Buah •• rel!iSmed Kimberley, Klipdrltt 

became Barkll', and Griquatown Bay. The Lieutenant-Governor 

was to govern With the advice and consent or an Executive 

Counc11 composed or the secretar7 to the Government, the 

Attorney Qensral and the Treasurer and a. Leglalatl-ve Council 

with tour elected and t'our nom1r:ated meabers, a majorlt.v vote 

determining, w1 th the Lieutenant-Governor· Q4Lat1ng the dec1d1ns 



vote in oase of a t1e. Only the official members could bring 

· ~P legislation and all laws .had to be submi:tted to the Governor 
., 

for assent. A oandldate had to be a registered voter, invited 

1n wr1t1ns by twen.ty•flve other registered voters and lod.g~ 

a .deposit or ttf'ty pounds.• ·Property qual1f.1cations and 

length or residence·to qualifY tor :voting were g1ven.-l4 

Ba.7!klY wrote to Kimberley that he agreed with southey•s 

changes 1n the Constitution and explained that the delay 1n 

publishing it was due to Thompson•s illness. He enclosed an 

. e.rt1ole· from ~he, Die.mond N~wg expressing satisfaction at the 

Const1tution.2S · 

This satisfaction, however, was short-lived as the next · 

lead~r declared • · "Prima· tac1e it does appear as if· the Govern• 

ment Will be able to do just as they please and the popular 

representation will not go tor much·." It also wondered why 

Duto1 tspan .should be left out in the coid ·w1 thout an elected 

representative. Surp~1s1ngly, the const1tut1on·1nspired a 

apate of letters· from. a group considered not interested 1n . - ' . 

polities. one ot the old.eet 1nhab!. tants howled • "We have been 

sold• 'When he discovered that· h1s .. nigger, a sehcinn!ng, idle 

blackguard" 'Whom b~ had. to pay twenty sh1111ngs a week for 

chopping wood and carrying water had the same right to vote 

as he himself and the others 11ke him who wlth thousands of 

pounds of capital tormed th$ basis ot employment for these 

"savages". ae too was distressed that Dutottspan had not 

Mren been "alluded to." .. (.avis" eonsldered that under this 



Const1tut1on Representation ot the People was destined to 

become a "aookert, a delusion and a snare". ..Hum111 ty" •• 

beaot w1th patr1ot1c anx1et~ that he would not be able to vote 
. Gn~tu.\.tcu-0 w~v 

as he had aold hie bualneas in e.w • gone to cape Town, and had 

been baok only ho monthe. 26 

pte Ulaaon4 fl~lA •• bitter. "l'he tact 1s, Lord iU.:::n'barley, 

Sir Henr.r Barkl.r. and the Honorable Richard Southey have all 

put thelr b•ds topther to frame a pleaaant little jest, and 

now they are all laughing in their sleeves to think how poor 

stupid D1aaond Field diggera are tooled by their merr~ humour" 

1n setting up a repreaentativa soverr.ent with t1ve government 

votes and cml.T tour tor the whole bo4t <It t:be people where the 

digger working on aharee •• not able to votB and a "coolie 

oook" could. 27 

lbe diggers sot tosether a protest meeting w1 th w. Ling 

as Chairman. With a pa.ea1on for c:rlolc:et hia only redeeming 

:feature, Llns, a Natallan, ._. described bT Wilmot as .. 11 ttle 

abcwe the p•aant olaaa ••• a tJP1oal digger, ahrewd. dogged and 

overbearing, • L11'18 estimated that two to five thousand 

protestors attendeds the scwermaertt's estimate was from one 

thousand two htmd:red to two tbou•nd. 28 The motion ot the 

first speaker that the oonatitution .as contrary to the ~r1t1sh 

Constitution eapeolall.r a.a to its representation and 1ts 

electoral trsnehlae and "that lt should be utterly rejected" 

waa passed. so was rl:r. J'alld.aon 'a motion tor twelve elected and 

tour nominated m.eabers With the Yote given to ever7 white man 



over 21 who was not a telont voting to be tor the province as 

a 111ho1e and not by d1stl"1ot .. 

r1r. Buchanan stated that the const1tut1on appeared to have 

been stud1oualt prepared with a new to trustra.t1ng "the grant­

ing or the ord1nar.r pol1t1oal r1ghta and pr1v1leges to wh1oh 

BritiSh subjects are ent1tled.h Not onl7 was it calculated to 

alienate the lo,Jalty of Br1t1sb aubjeota and lead them to 

erect republics like the OF.S or SAR, but 1t wou.ld lead to the 

dia1ntegrat1on ot the Colonial Empire, and theref'ore it must be 

d.eteated. '!'hey must not accept less than Natal, as a oonst1tu­

t1on 11h1ob preTented the exerc1ae ot a wholesome "opposition" 

•• a huge pol1t1oal traud. 1'h1e mot1011 •s passed as was Mr. 

Hamilton's resolution that no one Should accept nomination as 

a candldate.tor the e:r:1at1ns Les1slat1ve Counc11. 29 

SouthoJ f'orarded the "Resolution• d:ra.wn up at the meeting 

asking him to withdraw the' conat1tut1on to Barkly. The Dlamon~ 

~UI r4 2 AUSUat exhorted the peaple to "Resister • Register, 

neg1ster• 4nd pu'bl18hed the letter .from CUrro; ror the Govern­

ment to William L1ng po1ntlng out that the proper and legitimate 

procedure to. amend the constitution waa "through the agency of' 
' . 

the people'a repreaentattvt,ut in the counotl." Barklt sent 

the Resolution on to KlmberleJ'. Both Barkly and Kimberley were 

satisfied With the Governm.ent's rapl.r to L1ng.3° 

In sp1 te ot the resolution of the d1ggers • meeting not to 

regtaterJ a number ot candidates were requisitioned tn the 

nar.mer indicated 1n the Lettere ~tent and in their answers 

- '*s:--<A 



to their Requ1a1t1on1sts they outlined the,_r pl.Atfo:rtnEh Mr. 

Green 1frote that the con!Jtltution -.s a. "great mlatake" and 

that he would work· tor more unof'f1c1al ·members t as well as 

on the land questlon, proprietors• r1ghte, a re-vised m1n1ng 

law and a comprehensive SS'stem of eduoatton. Be labeled b1m• 

self' a "Government •n" p()1nt1ng out that. Southe.Y was a . eolon1 st 

too which ge.ve h1m·a natural understanding ot the oolontsts' 

problems, but took great pat:ns to point out that he was not 

d1rectlt nor 1nd1l:'ectl.v interested tn Arnot's land olatmn.J1 

southey (in what seeu an unuaual letter trom the head ot 
- -

goverrm'lent to e. potentte.l oandic!ate tor election} wrote to 

Arnot urging the_reatdents ot h1a 41str1ot to work tosrde 
.' ' 

registration ot people 11ho could "-vote.tor the ·right man" by 
. . .. ~ . . . . ~ .· 

wntch he seems to ·have meant Arnot Whom he telt Should agree 

to becoming a member or the Council. southey aiao remarked · 
. . . ; 

that the. two ~ill1~8 required tor voting; would eliminate 
~ ·. . . . . 

some. Dutch farmers who would. not l?e w11~1 tlS · to pay tor tha. t 

pr1"9'11ege and an,r coloured people who could .not afford J.t.32 

- !n Mr. Henry Tucker's acceptance he·· demanded .3u·st1o& for · 

Duto1 tspan and a. epeedl'. sett'tement or the . land ·question lthicb . 

· he considered absolutely necesea':.V to the prosperity ot the 

prov1noe 1n vtew of the need for- home 81"0Wll produce. He 

advocated· granting land. to those who occupied 1t, and promised 

·to watch Vigilantly the proceedtnss of the claimants to large 

t:racts of' land. As to mining, he would ·be tatr to the . 
p:ropl!'1etors. but would ellf'oroe the crown r1s,bts to precious . ' ' 

etones and metals' by taking over .the tarms at a valuation. By 



having an elected board 111 th olearlT defined powers and duties 

tor the ••sement and overseeing ot the m1n1118 operations he 

would put an end to the antagonism between the· Government and 

the disgera • ooal tteea. Tucker vsed the people to regi star 

and vote and said he •a wt.lllns to aerve them on "the under­

atand1ns that I shall neither be required blindly to oppose, 

nor tamely to·~ ot Gcwermaent meaeures ... 33 '.ftl1s •a a 

reaeoD&ble program akin in JDI\D7 _,.. to that ot the Government 

and in •rked contraat to tt.t or the next candidate to declare 

h1mselt, Mr. Buehanatt, 

Buchanan began h1a answer to the requ1e1t1oners b7 aartng 

that there •• not much point 1n stvins a J)l"Ogr&m •aeetng that 
. ' 

we start w1 th obatJ"Uotton." But. he woul~ deal WS.th the proprie­

tors and back a d1ggara c~ttee with detlnlte powers to enable 

prompt and economical action in all prao,lcal mining matters. 

He would oope With the land queatlon and recognize the •colonial 

:trate:rrral teelins" with the OFS and BAR. Be telt that the 

people or G;.vc~h~l~v~ve complete aelt -government aa obViously 

they knew better what w.a needed than a man in Down1ng Street 

and another in cape Town dependent on letter• troa men at the 

F1elda.34 

Jlr. Grabaa ce~~platned of a do-nothing olis;aroh,V ot "petty 

and insolent ott1c1a11P" and protalaed to see to the election ot 

mining board.e with real authOJ"1tJ' OYer .venoM espeolall.Y the 

inspector ot roada. He would alao care tor the mur.dolpal 

1nst1 tutee, and stamp out d1shoneet7 1n land at:ra1rs~5 

The public continued to be apath.et1o. As southey bad 



predicted the Dutch residents at Bay were not reglater1ng as 

they objec-ted both. to the two 8h1U1ng atamp and the oath of 
. ~ . ~ . . 

ailegt.ance. 36 . Tbe '13uohal'1Qn lot" was also not rest•terl.ns but 
. . 

. . -. 

had a band. and mtlves O&rry1ng placards sa;v1q t''Daxat1on 

without Representation ts T~nDJ" and other tb1nga oone1dered 

"harmless• bY sautbe,-, . BuchAnan had· mad• such a ..,1olently anti• 

Br1t1sh speech that Southey telt that some of h1s ow supportet"s 

.were d1agusted, 37 

Hr. Starford Parker, once the ruler ot the D1gg1ngs (see 

Baokgro~d), would have .tripled the elected members, revived the 

· river diggtnga and created a m1n1ng cormd ttee · ld.th "l"eal and 

subatantl&l authorl t,v". He promt. sed to look oaretulll' tnto 

the land question and discourage the schemee ot those tm.o "el.a.1m 

1mmeMe tracts of eountr1 and who have w1 th. questtomble honestr 

been Mbbl1ns in land •.. Ue would have l1ked to :see a contedera­

t!on ot atatea ·w1th Griqualam'.west as the ke1stone. 38 

tttou per•everlnsl.v and umee~tat1118l.v save up the beet 

year• ot your life. 1n advooat1ns the oause ot the real .t;»rners 

ot the eo1l., 1n. opposition to thoee 11hose ereed •• 'might is 

· right•",. began the letter asking A-rnot to be a oand1date. If. 

th!.d.1gging oommuntty could be judged by the :reports· ot the. 

· msss meetings 1t •s "1rtse ·s.ndeed to keep. thern ln.• m1ll0l'1ty .. , 

.it cont1~d. as although at the moment they constituted the 

prU'lo1pal part ot the population, they held "no stake 1n the 
• "1 • ... • ' 

laftd and were merely bird.~ of passage." Bla ~upporters pointed . . 

out that as A%'1'1ot bad no oonneot1on wttb · e1ther pz-opr1etor~ 
' 

Clf' diggers he .. as qual.1f1ed ·to judge f4lrl7 . between them. They 
' . ~ . " . ) l -.. . . . ' .. . .... '' 



f'elt that land. •• the mos.t 1aportant problem or all, but d1d 

not mention Arnot•e enormous cla1ms.39 

Arnot thanked theBl tor the above recommendation and urged 

them to •g1rc1 up their lotna" and work until south Atrioa •• 

wholly and exclualvelt a Br1t1sh country trom cape L'Asulhas 

to the Equator. B• would support the GOYernment when he telt 

that 1t •• dolns 1ts beat for the whole prov1noe, but would 

t1sht &l'lT m•aur• m1ch eeemed unjuet to hlm. Ile would apprOYe 

immediate aMUAt1on ot the Batlaptn terri tory and more tor 

the tederat1on ot south Atr1oan etatea. 40 

Tbe eleot1ona took place 111 a sene'!'&l depression. . Graham 

with a total or 850 votes and GHen with 812 were ohoaen to 

repreaent Kimberley. Tucker, the loatng cand1clate" polled 650 

votes. Thompson, who won 1n Ba.Jokl.v. got t1tty-two vote a to 

Robinaon's tortt-one and Arnot, unopposed ln. Bay, received 

th1rt,y-t1'f'e votes •. 41 

Tuolt:er•s det•t •• considered a Pu.'bllc mlaf'ortune blf' 

,»)1 RJ.amond Neg •• he had had larse · ~llamentary experience 

tn the Les1ele.t1Ye COUM11 of the O&pe. 42 He u"d h1a talent 

and experS.eme trom tb1e time on to help lead the allt1-Govern-
G!''flll.q,k¥d. UJe& r 

r.tent raotloD 1n w, and beoaae a leader 1n the "rebellion". 

Pertlape it he had been eleoted he m1.8ht have chosen to work 

tor rotorm 111 thl11 the goverlllll.ent. 

CUr'reJ'• al•Y• a man to call a aJ;ade a spade~ oolllmentedt 

"Our eleot1on• paaaed art verr qu1etl1 tndeect am :no11e ot the 

torem.oat men 1n the Kimberley D1ssera Col1111 ttee seemed anxious 



tor euoh PArl1amantary honours s.s we coUld otter• ".4:3 

•No farce or comecla yet acted at the Mue1o Hall. comes ·near 

that hU111.0ro11a drama 1fh1ch w.s performed there on ThursdaY 

last ••• 'Mheh Hls EXcellency the Lieutenant Governor opened the 

droll asse•blage w1th an'address Whieh may be described as a 
' 44 '. . . 

masterpiece ot dr.Y quiet humor"· was the Diamond Fle,ld•,a 

desor1ptlo1l ot SoutheJ's sober addreals to the t1rst meetlng of 

the~ Le:pslative counot1, 1n which be d1scussed the problems 1 t 

had to taoe. Pirst and·toremost, Southey put finance• "how to 

regul..ate the t1nanc1e.1 atta1rs so as to provide means to defray 

needful expenditure. ld.thout pressi.ng undul.Y upon any_part1cule.r 

industry or overtaki.ns the people sen$x-al11".. ne telt that the 

importance ot tho di•mond mtmns industry could not b& over-
. ' . 

estimated and promtaed to try to regulate lt tor the general 
' 

welf'ttre or the 1nhab1tante~ · (m.e P11n1ng). The largest part 
I . 

of h1s addrees •a devoted to. the ooapltcats.ona ot land settle-.· · 
· . 4S . 

ment and the hl1tor7 of the 18.\'ld oc!llll1slt1o:n. The Legislative 

Co\tnc1l •xpendffd its major·'etfort on: these tnlbjeots about whiCh 

PflS810U l"al'\ high_ and OW0~1tlon beO&M heated. 1'he ordinances 

passed Otl ·these 11\lbjeot$ were treque;tly those Objected to or 

d1 aallowed b7 London. 

A mtD1ber ot local adm1n1sttBt1ve laws passed without 

d1ff1oult,r. Mtflr Dr. Y,athews• vivid desortpt1on of the 

horap1ta1 tent, ·twelve· teet by n1ne, with the ;oa1n beat1ng 

through, the sun blazing 1n and the w1nd tunneling aorosa the 

· poor wt"'etches huddled on the tloor or Mr. Rausch's piteous 



complaints that his ohild died because of the "peat1lent1al 

pit" near Colesberg Kopje, it is not nrpr1a1ng that a hospital 

and •nltar.v ordinances were gi"t'en •rl7 cone14eration, 46 noth 

the hospitals, one at Barkl.r and. one between K1m'bftle.r and 

Duto1 tapan bad asked to be taken f19'8r by the goverruaent and 

southe.r lw.d agreed subject to a suarantee or the tu.nds required 

and provision tor the treatment of sick coloured persons. 

south•7 •• prepared to make 1t a ease or no coloured patients 

equalling no sovernment tunda. 47 'l'he Hospitals and Ban1tary 

Regulations Bill (Or41nanoe 2) paeaed on 4 Februarl" 18?:;. 

Untortumtel,r the new hoapi tal bull t be.tween K1mberle7 and 

Du.to1 tapa.n in 18?4 • eaught tire two days ·bet ere the contractors 

tu:rned 1 t fl'l'er to the gO"f"ermaent and the govermaent was too 

short ot funds to rebuild 1 t, eo they -.de do 1d. th the hAlt 

that •• lett standing.· Southel' •nted and the Legislative 

~~~-d~. . Council ot lied~ a med1eal tax or one ah1ll1ng a aonth 

pa.JBble by ea.cb native, but the diggers •de su.oh an uproar 

fl'l'er 1t that it •• not enforced until 1882 when 1t •• revived 

and paid w1 thou.t deDn1r totall1nc Ji 10,000.48 

O:rdimnoee resulat1:QS ,3Uat1oe• ot the peace, barr1flters 

and attorneys, jurors, phJeiclau and eurgeo1111, and notary 

publics were paeiMd Without d1t'tlou11:3. Souther and Darkly 

made a dellberate ertort to have Grlqual.and. West adalnlatrattve 

procedtn"es ae like aa pose1ble to tboae ot the cape Colony 1n 

v1ew of a poaa1ble aeraer~9 The bi11e to establish a post 

ott1oa and banks •re generally approved ot. (The malls were 



slow and irregular, ae Southey complained constantly, and under 

the existing banking arrangements all the prof1ta went to 

capetown.) The OPS flatl.v refused to cooperate 1n a Postal 
bti'~UD.kt.nd LtJ-eH:­

Convent1on beQ&use 1 t still considered GW as part or its 

tarr1tor7 and did aa little as possible to recognize 1ts 

eepaTate atatua,S0 

The new liquor law was D.Ucb more controversial, and the 

Legislative Council received a number or pet1tiona trom thoao 

1mo sold liquor praJing for free trade and from those Who 

teared drunken natives running riot pral'lng that the- restric­

tions asainst sellltl8 liquor to the natives be not removed, 51 

Carnarvon assented to tbie ordinance but complained that it 

had stated the minimum fine or imprisonment tor selling 

adulterated wines a!Jd sp1s-1ta 11 ln~aas l!tliJia and not the 

max1Jil\UD which should be done henoeforth, Southey, after 

politely sa~1ns that Carnarvon's d1rect1ona would be carefully 

attended to, attempted to explain wh.Y this had been done. The 

Legislative Council, distressed by the various eoncoot1ons, 

(some aet1 vel.Y' dangerous) , sold to 11be • ti vee as brandy, had 

hoped by stating the %D1n1mum penalt.r to discourage this practice. 

( !u the cape Colon.r mln1DIWI tinea bad been stated ~or certain 

offenses With salutary ef'feot). 52 

A gun control bill passed in spite ot some protest from 

dealera and Canarvon worried about ita being a hardahip to 

the native a • but Sottthe7 explained 1 t applied onl.Y to guns 

going through Gr1qualaJld West to be aold elsnbere and therefore 



did not atfoot the natives on the F1elds.53 

Cart'J!U'Yon r~ked on "the great 1nconven1ence" caused 

b,y most ot the acts not havtne; the oert1t1oate ot approval of 

the Attorne.v-Genel."fl~and tshe Government blamed "1md.verta:nce• 
ir rJa. 

and aa1dl\would do better. ~ 

A bill was pa•aed to obllp the natives to wear olothest 

thelr b&kedne88 was considered to be unse~y in a settled 

conmrunl t7 W1 th wl"Ves and Children auch a a ltimberle.r had become. 

Thl pa,amoD4 1!•1 •• not 8l'llll8ed b;r CUrrer• a reark during the 

debate on thla bill that to the pure all things are pure. 55 

True to h1a election pledge, Dr. Gl:'flham tried pers1stentlJ 

to get a vote on h1a motion that "1n the opinion ot thls House 

an increase in the mmber ot elect! ve or non-ott1o1a1 members 

is neoeaaar7 tor the ~tter and more ettective representation 

ot the people.• On Au;uat eaventeenth he succeeded 1n proposing 

the aot1on and Green ••oonded 1 t. Arnot protrered nn amendment 

ae.nr:sa that wblle 1n theory 1 t was al•l'• desirable to have 

a.dequa.t• repreeenta~lon due to the peculiar circumstances 

the tiM h.acl not J'•t com• tor Gt-lqualand West. Messrs. Cu:rre~. 

Shippard. Glddl', Arnot aJld Thompao!l voted tor Arnot's resolution 

with Grabaa and Green QJtpoetns: 1t.S6 

so ended &ftl' attempt tor true repre .. ntatlve government. 

None the leas on the final dat ~ the leg1slat1Ye session. 

southe7 could pio1nt w1 th ptild• to the tbirty .. one ord1naDOtu:~ 

passedt e1a:ht were. on 1tlh1tag (see M1n1ng) • six dealt W1 th the 

better admin1etrat1on ot justice, three· were on laud and public 

. -43-



works • and the othera had to do w1 th the gun trade • the malls • 
57 

the pollee, the hoQ1tale and oloth1ns for the natives. 

It looked aa if the limited aelf"-government of' the prcwtnoe 

had at 1-.st raced up to most ot the problema and taken some 

sort or action. Thia proved to be but an 1llus1on when 

carnarvon d1 sallcwed most ot the subatant1 ve orditlllnoes passed 

at th1s aeas1on ot the Lestalat1ve Council. 

Detore the 41aall~:noes •re known, Ih• Diamond News or 

fttteonth o:t J:r.ugust 1873 r•marked tba t "'all 1n all" the 

experiment ot conat1 tutlona.l government had worked well and 

that southe7's marked abil1t7 .as recognized everywhere. 

southeY' ss exper1enoed 1n f1mno1al. attera, and so 

consc1ent1ous that rear ot stra•sance· on the part or the 

new cape Government . •• om& · ot the reasons he sa•• f'or not 

po.rt1c1pat1ng in 1-t, but the cards were- atacked aga1nat h1m 1n 

Griqualand West. N.rl7 all the revenue came trom 41amond 

td.n1ng or related _trade and shortl1 at1;er Sbutbey's arrival the 

sudden and steep increase in the world supply ot diamonds 

depressed pr1oea at the same tlme as a world·w1de tlnanc1al 

cr1a1s dislocated t.be bu.r1ns market. At the mines them.aelveo 

unprec&dented rains flooded ·the mlnes •ldns 1 t 1mposa1 ble to 

dtg. 58 Even southey bas1call.Y an opt1miet. acknowledged e. 

state ot depression. Everyone was arreoted 1nclud1t1S tradesmen 

and auctioneers but hardest h1 t were thoae w1 th no oap1 tal to 

fall back on who dealt la.rsel7 1n diamonds. Nevertheless, 

southey considered that ty. D1!l92!14 Neg was exaggerating the 



seriousness of the 11 tuat1on, as the cape Colonr bad experienced 

equalll' bad momenta and aurv1 ved them. 59 

That one could not oount on diamonds 1ndet1n1 tel¥, was 

agreed upOn by southe.r. Kimberley and C&rl:'.lar'Ton. 60 However 

southe.r and Darkly 'Were comrinced that onoe the land was g1 ven 

out and ued profitably a sound tlna.no1al. basis woul.d be 

establ1.tled tor the province. The7 enviaaged Griqualand Ettst 

expanding 1n t~1tor7 and in proaper1t.r,, in which oaae 1t 

would need and could pa7 tor the civil senioe structure which 

was obv1oual.J' too hea.VJ' tor the m1n1ns communi t.v alone dur1:ng 

a depression. 61 carnarron did not consider land &117 eater 

than d1s:mond.a1 
62 and aa he reall.J' did not 1Bnt Gr1qualand 

Neat at all. he wae not prepared to te1t. Because the.r started 

trom d1f'terent premlsea.. sao.t mea.&urea that southe.1 subm1 tted 

upon wtllob to Duild a ~ future trom. extendir.r.g the boundaries 

of: the prOY1noe to include the tr1bea to tloat1ng a loan for 

public .work•• C&rl8l"VOD ve~ as be1q' too cpana1ve or too 

expGl'l81ve. 
Gr,~U(l.lcm:t UJesr . 

lhe Expend1tlfr8 tor eA1n 1872 had b$8:tl reported as Ji. 48.6o4 

and the Revenue as It 58 .4-'7 b7 G14d.J, but Southey said that at 

the time ot this statement not all ex)Mnees bad been J,'81d and 

that aotuall7 there wae a det1o1t. 63 This t!nanoial statement 
~10..\urd We&~-

noted oaretul.l7 that the J10De7 owed to · by the cape Colony 

tor the bank note dut.r collected 1n Gr1qualand West, a:tter 
Gn~0a~ ~~ · 

what ~· had spent on postage to Europe had been deduo~d, es 

not yet paid. Tb1s as a COl!lPl1cated. issue and involved muoh 



correspondenco. ~;othing was clsa.r, except cape reluctance to 

:n:t-t ":i tll the mo11ey, va:ri ousl.y est 1m ted from I. :3, 000 to 

it 8,000. :3outhay found l:olteno "to lack understand.1Ug Of 

this issue," 'but fl11all$ the cape }~nistrt deo1ded to return 
GN)tlft.ku·tf {Ugi' 

l/3 or the bank note dutv collected in ~. The Cape .t~ssembly, 

ho-;·;ovm .. , re:f"WifJd to s1.ve 1t up, therebl' g1v1ng anatho1• shake 
~actlc.uJ. \.Q)eii' 64 

to I\~· a p:reonl.'1.o'U3 financial struoture. 

Z1e 5outhe.Y s.dtairJ.strat1on wao as slow 1n its financial 

s.ocount1ne; u.a in everything else 1n sp1 to of pressure from 

~oudon vis. l:arkly, 1n the Legislative counotl and in the local 
65 

prens. 'the l]J.!:!JQW. llewg urged the Government to hUJ.T.V up 

'tri th these returns. as 1 t "must be aware that the most ugly 

ar..tl ~oit15 rumoln"e are atloat as to the state of the public 

firences", wn.1ch the i2J.~mon4 Neg d1d not believe, but Wh1oh 

t:ere r;;iven Cl'edenoe in the maaond E'1eld bt the Government • S 
66 

"culpt".bla tardiness" 1n publ1sh1r..g .its finanolal report. 

P1nall.r on "t:'&T 20th the secretary or the Government tabled. 

the r.eoe1fts and i?a3'%lle:nts ot 18?31 and SoutheJ'' s spefJoh on the 

bu.d.got to tl1e r.~eg1slat1ve couno11 was published in 1ts entirety­

in tho D~amogcl New§ of 6 June 1874. soutnez b881\n by expJ.ain-

1J1,:; t.'w. t in Januar3' 1873 the treaS"'lrT had been empt3' and that 

the tard111ess 1n presenting this bud8&t was because he hoped 

to or;:orl: out the bank note duty w1 th the QJ.pe, As the bank note 

duty pa1d. to the Cape 1n 1873 waa four t1J#~s that of 1070 be:rore 

t~c establishment ot banks 1n Gr1q1JAland w:est, obv1ousl.v a 

ero.c1.t denl of that ahould be reat.!ned. CF- n._s.,o.)6 as opposed to 



it ;3,2!1-7) However, there was aleo the postal tees to be 

subtracted, so 1 t was not lm01m it the bank cl.ut.v would wipe 

aut the 187) deficit or not. The uevenue ror 1813 had boen 

estilmted at ir · 66,822 and • 66,9?:3 had been reeei.ved althoush 

1n eome ca. tagor1ea suoh a a Land Revenue l•u had been taken 

ln than expected and this loea had been a4e up bl others such 

as fees t. .. or guna and t1nes tor 111101 t tratt1c 1n diamonds. 

southey found ••11ttle oauaet• !'or aurpr1ee"and "none for 

o.lo.rm.. in the tact that Jt. 9, 000 llad. been apent 1ri excess of." 

tho revenue rece1Yed ocme1d«r-1ns tho exp4tnM8 ot the now 

e;oTerl1Uient. The soaJ,a ha4 been expanded, the tvo hosp1tals 

had been taken oves- and tbe \lripioaoedentd drought had made the 

cost ot liVing e.xces81vely blah. But 'tlo taxes bad baen added 

c~cep·t the sun tax. southo1's confidenoe •• based on the 

reserve ot lands. If, as southey thousht 1t should ba, the 

Jit ?, 000 paid troo ord1t»rY revenue tor aurvega and publ1c works 

were repaid trom the •1• ot crown lands, Jll()St of the def1o1t 

trould cllsappear. 'l'o repa.r th1a wm and take care of the 

neoesaar7 public building and future eune.Fs 1 SoutheJ planned 

to tloat a ;, 25,000 loan to be repald trom the sale or crown 

lands. 

In 1874 Southey estimated a total or It S).OOO estimated 

revenue. Ho hoped for an lnoreaee or it 4,ooo on the It 1.6,000 ot 

187' tor blank stamps. troa an lnoreaae ·on sun duty and the 

duty on gunpot"ldor and auuni'lon and • total of ., 20,000 on 

stamped 11cenaea. Lful4 :NYJ~nue and tranarer duae were expected 

r .J '1<-. "- .· . - ..,...,., r- ' ·.t 



to br1ns in Ia 2.500 and auction dues It :;,ooo. After the Free 

state postale.gencr 1n Gr1qualand West was dlsoontlnued ~ ·. 

the Post Office was ~xpeoted to 1noreaae 1 ts rever1uea by 

it 1,000 up. to It 6·,ooo, tinea and tees were estimated as about 

tbe same and !Dal"ket dues to decrease due t,o a. 5% reduction 

1n dues. . The total proposed expend1 ture wa-s to. be ., 78,747 

exclusive or' public works or eurve;s in . spl te of' having post­

poned m~re of the request?ed 112creases 1n pag or allowances. 

Po:J.:1ce and gaols U.22.SO~) would include the establishment and 
' ' ' 

ma1ntenanee·ot two corivlet.statlons. ''l'berest of the ex-

pend1t~e was to be worked,. out 1n detail 1n ·oomm1ttee•67 ·. 

Southey was : oer-te.in that· t<then t1 tles :were 1.ssued and the 

farms occupied and cultivated the'bU.dget would balance even if 
' ' ' - ' 

' ' 

the diamonds should -d1m1n1sh. 1n q~ntlt.Y or -value and Barkl.Y · . . ·' , . 

apclthe Diamond New!! agreed,6Bsoutheg felt that tho lef1n of 

5t 2,5,000 pounds tor publ1e works and the surveying of .Crown. 

lands was essential. It was "hard~y to be expected"• as 

· Ca.rm:rvon seemed to, to pay tar public works each year. out of 

public revenue and the cape Colony had borrowed for that purpose. 
' . 

Griqualand t-lest ur~ntly needed a new magtstrate' s court and 

a new gaol. In 187:; 4,000 cr1m1na1 cases and 1,000 C1V'11 had 

been tried aDd numerous board meetings had been held in the 
' ' 

11retohed iron· bullding where extremes ot heat and cold were· 
' ' ' 

almost insupportable. The gaol \11a.S such a small iron shed that 

the lash had to be used as e. punishment lnstead of jailing. · 

1be crown lands had to be surveyed ·before betns leased or s~ld:J 

but southey felt th1s expense would soon be repaid from. the. 



sale or lease of the land. 69 

~Highly un.satlsfactor.r" was carnarvon's brutal comment 

upon :receivtng these accounts. Not only bad they arrived 
'' ' 

~too late• to ·be of value.,. but they were "wholly lnsuft'lcient 

1n information". -- ll:iok1ng ·quarterly returns ·~r expenditUre 
' ' - ., 

' . 
and revenue and any statement .. of aasets and l1ab111t1es. 

Furthermore he considered the land. a "precarious• soUI"ee of 
. . 

revenue and therefore refused to 'sanction the loan ordinance •. · · 

EXpend! tures for police, saols and hosp1 tala aeemed"'.la.rge to 

him, and he warned Southey once again that although he 

apprecta.ted.hls d1ffloult1es1 Griqualand West's rl9cent arlgins. 

and the uncert&tntr· ot its prospects necoss1tated grea.t caution 

1n expenditure~ 7°. 
" ' i ,;.- ... ' ~ 

southey -.s deeply discodraged. The general depression 

continued With the r.evenue tor. the ti~st· three 'quarters. of 
. . . l . . . . 

1874. amounting to oni;y ~ 46,131 tnst~ or the anticipated 

" 62, SOO • 11 An article. in the ·Standard Mall summed up the 

d1fficu.lt1eo ot · Gr1qualand West -- dull diamond market· and 

~looded min~s with 11tt1e diggins and less trade; which 

· nat:urall.Y made tb.e people discontented and troublesome. How .... 

ever, 1 t sale! Mr. southey .should not be blamed as in a. si tua-
~ . . ' 

tton 'Hhe're lt was impossible ·to make the Government prosperous· 
. ' . . . . 

and popular, ·he had at least maintained 1t wtth some success 

. and 41gn1 t,y.72 '· 

onl.v hi a. determination to put the province. s ftnanees 01'1 
. . 

a sound tooting, had kept Southey· from res1gn1ng 1n vtew or the 



iaok of confidence ~nd evident. cross purposes of the· Home 

Government, and when car~rvon at·sallowed the· loan, he fE:llt. 

oompl~tei:v betray~d. 73 Espeoiallt aa 1mmed1atel; ai'ter .Barklr's . 
. - . . . ' . 

assent to th~ loan, lt .l:..ad been advertised at 6% an~ Southey ... 
had borrowed the Whole sum and spent all: but ;. 5, ooo. .southey 

. . . . 

had aooepted the tact that carnarvon m1Sht wish to modlty ·the 

ordlnanoe, but the possl b111 ty. of 1 ts be1ng · d1sall.owed had 

n.Wer ·entered his m1nd~ Be .. considered 1 t. 1nco~ce1.vable that\ 

1n v1ewof his embattled J)()s1t1on~· carnarvon·w~uld weaken and 
. . 

humiliate his goverriment like that ....... s1v1ng.joy to the dis• 

affected populat1on,,slapping .. t~e Leg1siat1ve.coune1l 1n the 
' ~ • . J ~ r ... r ' 

taoe. and adding fuel· to ·a r\unour ·that the Br1t1sh Government . . . 
t-1as sotns to wl thd.r~w· rrom· Gr1qualand We•t. . Southey pointed 

o~t that the values of land. bBd been. based· on exper1enoe· in 

the cape Colony a.nd local values ln the OFS • and that the lease 

ot the t1rst th1:rty ... f1ve farms on orown .lands 1n December had 

realized enough. to · rs.i the interest on th~ loan. and tna t ·the . . .. . ~ . 

sale of these eame tams would paY ott the pr1nc1pal. . 

· South~S' wrote to Darkly that "mak1ng public the disallowance 
~ . . . . 

or th1$ Ord1 tlance 1 s th& . most painful act whiCh I h,ave 'been 
' : < • •• •• 

called upon to perform ·1n my ot'f'1c1all1te" and that only· hl;s 

sense of 4ut:V prevented h1m resigning .·from an appo1ntment he 

had accepted w1 th some reluctance. Darkly trom h1 s unenviable 

post tlon 1n th& ,Uddle told him that when the Secretary of 

. state• a .objections were explained the credit of. the Goverl1Illent 

would not suff'er to the extent that Southe.v.had pred1ctod. To 



carnarvon, Barkl.l' e:r:plalned that the t,tn-aae "beat and most 

favourable t~" to which ;he took exception waa from the 

cape Act Mo. 26 ot 18?4. (carnane seemed to have been 

totally untnter•ated 1n cape P,.oedent aa o'bviousl.Y thts •• 

not part ot hi• experience). Barklt f'tlrther point~d out that 

Southe.r vas in the midst ot an lntla--.ble communi t1 and ao 

beeet With dansera and d1tticultiea that Barkl,r, tor one, 

would be :relieved 11h.en he could report that the announcement 

of the dleallow.nce had passed orr quietly.?.S 

In an effort to economize, southey stopped convicts 

work1ns on a Vaal trrtsation scheme aDd ausseated aboltahtng 

the TrMaury Department. ObY1ouslJ' the adm1n1stratlon was 

too expensive tor the comi1Un1 t7 in 1 ta preeent depressed state, 

but Whether the Treaaur1 •• the moat expendable or 'llh.ether 

southey tel t that tr 1 t had to cut down he m1sht as well start 

W1 th his leaat .. loyal" oft1ota1, 1a hard to te1l. 

southey had been aerioua17 annoyed b7 Gtdd.Y'' a taking 

leave just after acoepttng ofttee and When, upon h18. return, 

Gldd,y hinted that J('all •• not well W1 th the books kept by 

D • Arcy 4ttr1ng his absel'lce and adml ttedly badly in arrears, 

Southe7 fO'lmd 1 t S.nexcu•ble76 Matters came to a h•d in a 

scene 11'1 the Le&idat1Ye Council when Arnot asked to have the 

accounts ot reTerme and e:r.:penees for the 7•r tabled, and 

Currey told hill that OW1D8 to the absence ot tbe Hon. Treasurer 

and the other duties ot his aubat1tute, the accounts were tn 

arreara. G144t etalked out 1n a turrt he retused to allow 



D'A:roy who •• siok at home to have the books there to work 

cmt and inaiated on appolntlns a Comm1aaion to inspect the 

books. Giddy made an ott1oial aocueatlon that D'Aro.v waa 

planntns to run ••Y atte:r southey tor,.de hlm to go around 

hinting at it. When Southey aeked D'Aroy about the horse 

and cart whi oh seemed to have been the baala tor this aocusa­

tlon, D'Aro.r •14 he had bouabt them tor hla leave. southe1 

commented to Bark17 that in all his experience he had never 

aeen. a peraon so bent on ruining another as Gldd.Y •• on ruin­

ing D 'Aroy. ?? BarklJ' reprl•nded all concerned, telling GlddS' 

that he •• unnecesearll;r touohT in l•vin.s the Council chamber 

and that D' Aroy, all dlttioultles notwt thatandlng, should have 

balanced the oa1b ·book :re&U].arl7 « However Barklr concurred 

With Souther i:n aa8WillDS that the aooouzt'a when tlnal.lJ tbilahed 

would prove to be pqoteotl7 ooneot.?8 

The dlalike •nd d1strtuit or the various umbers ot southe.r•s 

government tor one ·eother was well kriown ln Griqualand West 

and d1d nothing to enhance the reputation ot the administration 

whioh was alreadT a little tarnished by aocueat1ona ot land­

rnrindle. Southet tried to avoid an open break With G14d7 for 

the sa.ke or tbe GOYermaent and :reoosntzect that Gldd.f'a 

adm1rera included the respectable and nW'Ilerou• Wesle,rans. On 

the other hand rumours tha. t Gi44J' cnmed aome claims and had 

perhaps lent mone.r at 10% -.de southe.r un•a.r, and he evidently 

believed reports that Gid47 told hie triends everything that 

went. on 1n the Leslalative COUI'lc11.?9 Gidd.r shared the 41sl1ke 



of ma.n.v or the diggers tor Currey. (It was said that 'Dihen 

a digger woke up w1 th a hea.daohe he cursed Currey) :...- anli 

Ws.s continually telling Southey h·ow unpopular . Currey. 'If& a •. 

This did not unduly perturb Southey who felt that Currey, 

although neither tactful nor popular, was ~espeoted by the 

more responsible cit1zena.80 Oddly enough, 1t •s the Diamond 

~leld (before Aylward took it over) Which came to Currey's 

defense saying that while Southey and Giddy had their suppor­

ters, Currey had none although he was the most able man 1.n . 

the Council and a d~l1gent and a~t1ve public servant.·81 

Thompson had long disliked Curref and southey.h1mself mistrusted 

Sh1pl)ard ·as be1ttg too ~lose to ·certain· diggers. 82 
~ . . 

Finding competent. and d1aint4'%'eated .pe!"sonn~l for the 

administration of Griqualand West was a problem at all levels. 
-·I Gnlw:tkwJ UJes(. . .. · . . . . . . ' . . 
me-/A "'crnraerrtce bad an unduly large number of' old and. in-

competent men farmed out by cape Town.83 ·And tbe conditions of 

service were not likely to attract anyone better--unless they 

were interested 1n tnln1ng on the side. The climate. according 

to Southey, was either freezing cold or boiling bot with clouds 

of dust alternating With torrents ot rain, which made health 

precarious and comfort impossible. Houa1ng.oonsisted of. tin 

huts and food was t1ve to five hundred.t1mes as expensive as . . . 

in Cape Town. 84 Small wonder, then. that rten.¥ ot the civil 

servants tor whom life was n1sbtmar1shly expensive fell prey 
u . 

to money lenders and tried to ltl&ke ends meet by any possible 

means, including the washing of debris so annoying to the 



.. " 

. proprietor~. 85 

·. · southe.v bad undel"standable d1ff1oulty finding .a ·nett 

tnagtstre.te for .Dutoitapan, ideall.V· an Engl1shl:pan who knew-
. .· - . . . . . ' 

the Dutch· character~·· could -~);)eak their langu&.ge, be both t"1rm . · 

and cono1l1a tory, all ·rf>r tour hundred pounds ei year. 80 

The .War Office retuaed sou~hey•s request t~ release h1s 
- . 

son, a lieutenant, to be his _Private Secretary in order to 

have someone he could tru8t,67 -And untortu.mte.ly southey's 

1mpassloned plea for higher wages to attract better e1v11 . 

semnts came a.t a moment when Carnarvon was planning· to cut . - ' . . . - . 

all. personnel in Gr1qual•nd weet to the bone. · 

A. perfect_ example ot the kind of gove.rnment ott1c1al not 
J. . •• • .. • ! •• , . ' 

to have was Mr. P.L; Bu,yskes whos$ "case"' of)eupied. hours of 
. ' - ·_ . . ,"" - . . 

· southe1•s .t1me.·and entailed an endless o~:rr.Spondence, Buyskes · 
- .. ' ' . ' ._ 

had. been a eherttt since 1871 .and was the onl.'y tunot1on1ng 

member ot the I.lilnd Coml)l1SS1()n when Southey Abt?lished lt~ .. 

Southe.V to'"nd out lat~ that when Buyalcea .llad been olerk to 

the C1v1l _cou1es1oner ·.at Port Elizabeth he had been charged 

wtth gross neglect ot duty, disregard or ·tnstruct1ona and 

other llisconduet al'l.d. that, when clerk of the penc~ in Grsaf­

Rotnet, he had been reprimanded and pensioned. Southey d1d 

know that 1n Buyske • e. short time as sheriff there had been un~ 
. ' 

pleasant co-rrespondence respecting the accounts. but Southey 

eons1dered hls ·l(tgal background and South Afr1ean Dutch 
: ' . 

antecedents qualified him. tor the * 600 a year job of magistrate 

at New Rush.SB Southey's hope that .Bugske~ would be too busy 



to 'be involved 1n any trouble proved short lived, as almost 

upon arrival iJuyekes was lined up with Dom's supporters 

cgainet Arnot and orpen and suspected or collecting 1ntorma­

t1on ae;a1nst Wa.terboer for the OFS and .9/I..R. Southey f'el t one 

of Bt13ekes's troubles was that he was always feeling snubbed. 

(If -n'Arcy had called. him a "scheming Af'r1cander" one can 

cympath1ze.) But ao fa.r from southey's honorable standards 

~ s Du,yskee that wen Southe:r thought Ilu,vakes was offering to 

floo1de the oases 1n his court according to southey's uishes 

and tes fra.n!:ly horrified, nugskes tltlet have felt snubbed once 

r't[jSin. B9 Buyekes t:as suspected of having wr1 tten 9. letter 

erl t1o1Z1ng Government land. pol1o1es, but what really zot h1n 

!nto trouble tms the discovery of over two-hundred illegal 

sentences gt ven 1n h1 s oourt, mostlY' in tJaster-servant cases J 

aueh as illegal floggings or S!)B.re diet on oonseout1ve days. 

southe,y commented that Beysltes knew the law but chose to flout 

1 t, !'l"ObablY' because he shared the OO!lV1ot1on of the diggers 

that the lega.l penalties were not ~f"1o1ently severe. 90 It 

also came to light that Bu.,yskes hg,d let people out on cash 

'br!.il !'!lid into a private nooount of which no records were kept. 

~c ~oet dranat1o one be1n.~ that of a ms.n who had beaten a 

t·:omn to deatll and when arrested tor assaulting another W()l.'!'lan, 

~mo subsequent!,- d1ed, wan released on one hundred pounds bail 

nQ'Ver to be neen o.ga.ln. 9l 

ny :'Iaroh 1674 the Council had <1ec1der1 to «reduce" Bt'I.Ysl:es, 

back to sher1f"t as an "act of graee • !.nstead of d1 srni ssine.: 

h1m, 92 BUY'ekes, not a b1 t grateful, wrote directly to Bar!tly • 



't11"hioh drove southey into his usual !'renzr over aeyone t'll1'1t1ne 

out or the proper channels, 93 ~.\ '•IJu.vskes Defense Conmittea", 

f'orned by his friends and supported by Jihe D&anond ~"1el,S, 
nlr. 

petitioned tor the removal or southey, CUrrey and Shi:rpard./ 

Giddy, nore identified t11th the Government than soutlle,y eave 

h1u ored.1t tor, ss tur1otts at being left ott this list. 95 

In July of 1874 the Legislative Council voted unanimously that 

':Ju.yskos must go (especiaJ.ly as he bad overstated his allowance 

to the T:reasurer a.t1d received more than he tas entitled to). 

narldsr confirmed th1 s suspension and. Carnarvon approved 1 t. 96 

Southey sighed with relief• "l-Ie are now rid of the worst public 

Ser'V'llnt I ever came across. "97 

!{ore difficult of solution was the problem of the Police. 

':'oo expensive, as Ca....-na.rvon had pointed out, the.r were also 

1tctfeotual,9G 'rhe cape Police upon t~1oh they were modo]ed 

had not had to cope With the thieves, gun-happy natives. and 
1'\ 

drunke}\ess, endem1 c to the mixed populn. t1on of tho Diamond 

;;?1elds. 99 southey realized at once that a smaller, better 

or~nized :force ttas needed so "the1 had complied oheorfully 

-:dth Holteno•s request to send the un1t of the Frontier Porco 

back to the Cape (to make sure 1 t was not used a&:linst the Oc"'S) • 
• t;rw:l!Q~ li.Jo.i( • 

curre3', ever praot1cal, realized. that this lef"t ~Wi"i.·tivu·L> 

enough pol!oe and saw no l)'l"'ospeot or suf'f1o1ent revenue to ra.v 

~or the kind ot force needed on the F1olds.lOO 

Peroy • the chief of police, lm.s the principal obstacle 1n 

the 'Wa.1 of Southey• s proposed reorgan!zat1on. Ls 1n any o1v11 



service, 1t wae hard to get rid of a man who •• neither dis­

lo;al nor dishonest, but merely incompetent. A suggestion 

that cape Town m1sbt like him back waa ignored. By Ma.V crime 

was on the increase t women were no lol'l88r "perfectly sate" • 

and the pollee were accused or never being where the.r were 

needed.101 southey uncovered more and more lax1 ty 1n pollee 

..nanagement. The saol was appalling and the saoler drunk. 102 

Dr. Hathews exposed the deplorable state ot the prison 

hospital,103 

Percy was personally brave but l.az.r, perhapa "fonder ot 

the Billiard 'l'e.ble thaD ot his dutte• ,•• and never v1s1 ted 

r~1pdr1ft and seldom, 1t ever, Duto1 tfP&n.104 ?-7ore fundamental, 

he lacked the v1tal instinct of when to intervene and When to 

overlook ao essential to southey•a rule or holding poltce 

action to the minimum necessary to keep public order. Percy 

arrested a an 1n a tight which he might have ignored and then, 

worse, released him when a mob became threaten1ns.10.5 And his 

action in arresting a well known Jew tor being in the wrong 

stand at tha :races, infuriated the Whole Jewish Community, a 

e;roup generall3 well-d1spoaed towards the Government, who took 

it to the H1sb Court.106 In ever3'dA7 or11l1ml matters, such 

as leaving the tent ot a murder suspect unguarded o.nd unsea.rohed 

for three da.ra, so that the defense got the probable murderer 

ott on the grounds that the bloodstained weapon t1Ml1T round 

there could have been planted, the police were 1ncred1bly 

1ne1'tic1ent.107 



Th.e general 1nadeqUAc9" of . t~e polloe ·was one of' the 

excuses • for tl1e forming ot the. Vtgi~ance Conunl ttee, and. 

southey's dec1e1on to let tour special constables go tor 

$00D011J1' 1 S sake 'ttaS tmWise (e.G carnarvon pointed out) at t\ 

mor:1ent When ·the sltuatlon ln Gr1qual.anci Heat •s eo unstable.l013 

. A lot ot money·· could have been saved by \1h1pp1ns the nat1 ves 

~~had ooml tted minor . orlc.es instead of · sentU.ng them to . · 

~. 'l'h1s ms tbe solution favoured by mang or the dte;gers. · 

. mo tel t that ~i l'BS jU$t a hol1t1ay tor the •ntooe:r" tnvolved) 

but 1 t ~m.s abhorrent to Southof Who he.d been t1ght1ns all along · 

fora c1v111zod s.vstem of just!of;) and equal1t.v before the lau 

for black and tm1te. · 
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CHAPTER THREE 

TRADE IN ARl'IS 

' ' 

. ·' 

southey favoured a U1ssez-ta1re att1tude.towa,.-ds·the 

arms trade which at first seems surpx-1slng considering his. 

frontier background and experience in lll&t1ve ware, as well 

as the obvious danger to the White m1nor1t.V 1n alloWing un­

l1m1ted nri.mbers ot natives to obtain firearms. · However, from 

Souther•o point of view there were three good reasons. Ideal-
~ . . . 

1ct1oallY his ballet 1n an equality of rlgbts included the 

r1Bht tiJ ~ nrmth. Pragmat1cal.ly he could not .support the 

kind ot arms control Wh10hl 1t strictly entoroed, lllOuld for• 

bid the sale of ems to natives in Gr1qualand t-Iest. 1'he 

mines were dependent upon native laboura most ot the natives 

· came to bu.v a sun• therefore a stringent .control ot arms 

could. result in closing donn the diamond mines. F1ne.119' • and 

this 11as southey's ohtef arsument, he was c'?nvlneed. that con-
·. ' ' ' 1 
trol of the trade 1n arms, even 1~ des1~ble • ttaa ;.mpossi ble. . 

Certa1nl.v 1t could not.ha.ve been controlled.without rar.more 

a.l truism on the part Of all the Government a 1n south Africa 

than seemed likel.Y• · Profits trom the trade t1ere enormoust .. . 
much of South Atrioa was enlonn8 a sudden :Prosperity' based 

on the mining of the d1amondlh · Looa.l regulations on the trad- .. 

1!l!l 1n or posse aston of. arms reflected a samut of' emot1ons 
' ' 

. from pure fear to naked creed, .and the whole problem cried 



. ' 

out for an ove~l policY aa Carnarvon explained 1n h1e con-

troversial Confeder&tion DeJJPE':'tOb~ 2 Ho~er, ~ oommon arlnf! 

policy could o~ be suooesf.JtUl -1f part or an overall native 

policy, so the eell1ns of guns t~ the natives remained a 

burning taaue between Gr1qualand Weat and 1t,s Boer. neighbours .. 

throushout the term of Southey's adm1n1st~t1on, 
. . 

. fJ.be OFs• s. st%"1ot gun control ordinance rorbade the sale 

ot suns. or pistols to ~na- coloured 'Person without a written · 

order trO'!Jl e. Landdrost. Special. permission trom .the tanddroet 

was req~red ror any coloured pereon to have a sun except 1n 
. . . . . 

the sertrice ot . a wbi te person. No 1fh1 te- person •e to convey 

ant firearms except tor "personal use" without written per-
,_ -;. . . . . ' . . 

mission of the state Prea1dent and ana- arm~. tound ln vJ.olation · 
. . . . . . ' 

ot this Ord1banoe would be confiscated. 

vtolat1on ot this ordinance were eeverGJ fines from ten to 

five hundred poul\ds and 1.mpr1eonm&nt. With or Without bard 

labour • trom three months to three iea.rs. An$ na t1 ve from 
. . ' 

'beyond the OFS l!RS required to have o. paper stgned by h1s 
. . 

m1es1onary or h1a ch1et stating h1s place ot residence ~nd the 

object ot his trip plus a list ofh1s. posse;e1onsa otherwise 

be r1sked a tine, 1DlJ)r1sonment or be1ns contracted as a 

labourer.) Add to th1s the tact. that a small eeet1on or the 

main road from Bope · Town to the Diamond Fields went through 

territort claimed by the .OF'S and Gr1quala:nd West, and the 

stage •e set tor an "'1no1dent". 

Shortly before Southey's ·arrival 1n December of 1072 1n 



Gr1qualand Weat, an OFS Justice ot the Peace w1 th the aid or 
two farmers ae1zed aome ox-wagons l~ded w1 th area aa they 

crossed the disputed stretch ot road and took thea to 

Jacoba&a.l. This ao enraged the dlge:ra at the DS.amond Mines 

that thel' armed theuel vea and prepared to recapture the 

wagons b.r torce, Only Comm1sa1o:ner Thompson • s promt.se to 

so h1maeu and exact reparat1ot1 prtmmted th1a sortl•• 

Thompson dull' went to Bloemtonteln, but returned .. creettallen, 

snubbed, subdued" (accGrding to the PrJtnd or the FJ:•• stat,!) 

Without haV1ns acoompllllhed an.rthlng as the Comm1aa1oners of 

the OFS reruaed to reoog.niae the GO'Iernment ot Grlqualand 

west and. tberef'ore, 'l'hompaon • a oft1c1al oapao1 ty • 4 

Curre.r •• t11Bll.r aent to Bloemtontlen With what he 

termed an "ult1matwa" trOll Darkly. Aw.re ot the aena1t1v1ty 

ot the Boers and aomewhat o,vnlcal about th1a h1sh leTel atrort. 

to protect the "protlt ot the Br1t18h merchant". eurre.r waited 

patiently tor a hundred hova and taottull7 agreed to accept 

any languase net "abaolutel~ d1ecowrteoue" by which the Free 

state m1gbt aeek to ahow ita people that lt had not gtven up 

&!11' rle,bts nor auttered an.r d11d.nut1on ot 1 ta d1~ t,y. S CUl"l'ey 

returned with the compenea.tlon ot a1x-hund.red pounds and the 

Comm1ae1onera reluctant reeogn1t1on or Southe~ aa Lleutenant-
Gri L~alctklel' We;;r 

Governor ot ·q:<tJ Lord Klmberle.r approved Currey' a handling 

or the attalr. 6 SOUthe.v, unappeased, save h1a tormula tor 

avoiding w.r w1 th the OFS which •• to saln the .. whip hand" 

and"stand no nonsense" from them.? 



The OFS ended tts despatah about the seized wagons with 

a strobS protest as,atnat the "reckless manner" tn whiQh the 

temporary fortune hunters at the Fields were armine: the 

nat1 Yea ot the 1nter1or w1 th a total disregard for the 

dangerous consequences tar the whole ot South A1"r1oa. 8 At 

t1ret the •t1ves oom1ng to the m1nea bad bought b•ds and 

blankets • but thef were eoon. IIUJ'te1 ted and turned to guns 

lfh1oh became the moat salable and Pl'otltable ittm rar shop 
G~\Qf'ld Wear' 

keepers. C\trre.Y adm1tted that, although . had no intention 

of making trouble tor the Republics, tte restr1ot1on of the 

sale ot firearms ,., lJBdequate, The only reqUirement was a 

cert1t1oate trom. a ~uattce ot the Peace stating that the bU.Yer 

was a "t1 t and proper" per eon to have a gun, These oert1f1· 

cates were granted w1 th "aoandaloua lazi t7• eo 1 t ._. small 

wonder that Free States tal'llere who came to sell their produce 
@ri'quqland We81' . 

1n §/\went home With dlaquletlns talea or a general arming or 

the ftl!lttna.9 

Southey did Mke aome ettort to tighten the erd"oroement · 

ot the reaulat1ona 1 but he never aee~~ed to be cODV1nced of 

the grav1t7 ot thla problem, x:-:rtl7 becauee ot ita t1e-1n 

wtth labou:r tor the 111nee and partll because he telt that the 

guns aold to the rat1vea were •o old and ao poor 1n qual! ty 

that the,- were less dangerous than an aeaae;a1. Mr. Boyle, 

a conteaporar7 obaerrer did not abare th1a sanguine new. 
He thought that a.t least ten tho~, •tbe a.a 118!1T as twenty 

thoUsand, S99d gQDa had been sold· and that acaroely a man 
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lett w1 thout bU¥1!18 one. Boyle ·complained about the general 

ala.clmeas 1n enforcing the reatrintions on arms and 'tt'OX'ried 

in particular about 1 ta etreot tn Natal. Althoush he 

considered the sttves there to be brave, powerful and con­

tented, he felt to arm them. w.a "an act or Dadness•.10 

southet was more concerned about the dangers tor the 

natives 3ourne.r1:ns to and fra the Fields. one of hie pet 

schomee whioh came to m.ught for lack ot tunds •• tor the 

· eatabllshment ot a aet ot EI'Slde stations to lodge and feed 

the natives in transit to the F1eld8.11 Man,r died on the •7 

or arriTed more dead than al1Ye, and those going home had 

t..'te problem ot how to get thelr hard earned suns thrc,ush t~e ,. 
G-n~uul<lfd Ultx1 

commando patrolled Boer terrltor7 which lay between ~Aand 

their homelal\d. It •• an a:ploslve situation Which exploded 

When a Free State commando stopped a band ot eighty Baautos 

on their •Y home trom the Fields aDd demanded that they give 

up their S1l1UI tor tlh1ch theJ' had no OFS perm.lta. When the 

natives retueed, the Boers tired• kllllns two of the Baautoe 

and w~ns several other a. Thoae Mao could •. returned to 
G.-~~ ~wta Wesr 
'~1\fd. th the story. 

That AliT Jl8.t1 ves had been ld.lled in such a manner was bad 

enou.sh, but that the st1vea were Baautoe made 1t much worse 

aa the annexation ot Baeutoland 1n 1871 had made the Basutos 

colonial aubjecta ot the. Queen... · Southe.r •• outra.sed and 

1mmed1a tel7 took evidel'loe trom the "Dlo:re 1ntell1sent" ot the 

Basuto wl~h the vlew to 48•1'141118 a jud1oial 1nqu1r.r. Piaamm1le. 



. in orde~ to preve~t a·. recurrence, he forbade the issue . of 

permits to bu7 gu.na to Mtives Ff-bOUt to. return home via the _· 

OPS or. SAR.12 . 'llle only eye•Witne~s, an Australian whQ 

happened to see the whol~ i!'loldent was quoted as sa.v1ns that 

tn·most c1v111zed oountrtes the Boers involved _would..ha:v'Q 

been •tndlcted tor willful murder", and southey pointed. ou.t 

that even under OFS-law. the. punishment tor a ~~1ve carrYing 

·. a gun was 1mprlsonment, not death.13 "The people of' England, 

will not, I fancy, submit to have Br1tlsh s~bjocts shot down 

w1 th lmpunl ty ••• " he wote hopefullY: .to Barkly • in a l.ettEQ.' · 

declaring his wholehearted agreement wt th r~usgra.ve • · the · 

·Attorney-General ·or Natal, who considered· this conduct b:r 

. tha Free State "tantamount. to a declaration of war ... 14 · 
. . . . ' ' :' ' ·. . .. . ' 

Sarkl.Y wrote to the .oFs asklng for a 3ud1c1e.l 1nqu1ry. 

1nto the Jd.lling of "Colonial subj.ects or Bar Majestvn and 

·. "Kimberley approved of ~1$ ·so do1ng.1S '!he Free state dtd not 
. .· ' ' . ' .. . -· - ,_, . - . 

conduct any tnqu1ry merel.y resta ttng · 1 ts post.tion that • 1 t 
. . . - . . . . . - . 

would· not Pex"Dii t any 1ntrlnpptents ·of 1 ts gun laws ·in . order . ' : ' . . 

to f1x all the blame tor arm,.ns the natives on those who sold ' 

arms tor prottt·.no:w Vh1oh would. b4':'used .~ga1nst thelr neighbours 
' . 

later. -( 1 .• e. Grlqual.D.nd West) • The Friend or the Free State 

regretted that the OFS had not held an 1nvest18$.t1on just to 
. . . . . ' . 

show that they. were not indifferent to cruelty.16 

. By April Barkly was much. calmer and· rema.rked that the 

· .. · Ba.autoe . were wro1ag 1n having guna 1n the OFS, but they. may .. 
. . .. · '- . 

. ' . 

have thought that their pa.ss~a :f'rom the British Magistrate 

-. --1<3-



were adequate permS. ts • · He, tel t the· ~s, Polt.ce .misltt .tmply-
. f ' ' • •• 

have stopped them at· the bo~er. Regarding the 1nqu1r.1• · 

Barkly and hle advisors celtlle to the oonclu•lon the.~ they were 

not disposed •to r1sk a serious ool11s1onn With the OFS 

Government' over a question rooted. 1n the tac111ty with which 

:natives oould ob"t$1n firearms at the .·D1amond Plelds. as Jnat\1 

people ll'l the Colony s1tlpath1zed w1 th the Free ·States • point 

ot 'Vlew. Barkly decided to· 41econt1ntte ·hi a one-sided. corres­

pondence with the OFS and. tu.rn the problem over to London.11· · 

southey• a almoet fanatical· etforta to further B:r1t1sh 
' . . ~ . 

interest• aa he saw them were trustrated by the ~ery eststence . 

of the Boer atates wh1oh constantly 1:ntr1nged upon land wb1oh 

Southey had ear-.~rkod tor the tBttves under British oolonial 

control. In the:contezt of his unenviable posltton as the .. 
adtn1n1 strator ot G:riqllaland West the smooth and proti table 

. . 

working ot the mtneo -.s essential. While .. tr.r1ns to oo!lV1noe 

London on the one hand tmat he ws right 1n his espans1ontst 

· v1ews. and to oope, on tho other hand With the -m.n1told in­

ternal problems ot Gr1qualand west., southey tound the inter­

terence ot the Boers wtth the tr1bee and hts labour supplies 

UJU.$tta.nted and unpardomble.. The depth ot hls dislike of' the 

Boo:r Republic 1e betrayod in the letter he wrote to Barkl; 

about the Daouto .mooting 1n wbich he stated that .BMG's lack 

ot attention to the atfalr and Brand's •contempt" tor Barkly's 

demands had •ser1oue11 weakened us ~nd stre!lgthened the 

e~emy .... is con~1der1nS the Boel" Gove:mment as enemJ.es,: SoutlU!IIY' 

allowed his hostil1tt to bl1n4 blm to the1r ge1'1U1ne and .well 



founded. fears at the cont1nual stream of armed natives tannins 

out rrom the Diamond. P1eld8. 
.. 

Although· the Ft.-ee stat• ect1on .1n the Basuto affair 'IJ'JaY . 

have been unneoessar1l.g violent •. 1 t "at least. betokened .a 

sense ot re~pone1b11ity in which the British a~~or1t1eo were 

laok1ns. • The three Br1 t1sh colonies, rtvala tor trade ·and 
' . 

revenue., diap1ayed .statk greed Where ~e . gun trade was con .... 

c~ned,. Por every sun iinpo!'ted the cape ma.df) twent1 sh1111~s.-
. . 

Natal ten and Grlqualand west tl-1e1ve Sb11:11nss and sixpence. 
, I .. ; ! • . . • •. . • 

Although the cape had a theoretlcal contt-ol (j'f/er where its · 

. suns eltde4 up. 1n demand1~ • bond t:ro~ the exporter ot suns 
. . . ~ . . . 

trom the Cal't'• fear or l.oetne;.·~he p'rot1table trade to the 

1nter1or made 1t convenient not to follow up to see to whom . 

the suns W&l'O ao.tual17 sold. When NAtal sussested · that the 

Cape br1ns lte llilW in 11ne wlth Natal 'e. the Cape euggested 

that Natal double lta duty on guns. southe;r, faced wlth the 

sam.e request, remarked that 1n a colony lll(e Nattal that 
. ' 

oppressed S.te mttves 1t i!liSht be just as well tor the natives 

to be·a.rmea .. 19 

In _eP!te . of S~the.r• s conv1ot1on tl-'1$t nothing could stop 

the trade 1n arms. he did aek the r~s1strates not to ~nt 

per1Jd.ts ~o specific groups or natives ira Gr1qualand West 1n 

:response to specif'lo e~~nts euch ae to natives returning home 

via the OFS or the BAR atter the Basuto Qboot1ne; or to Zulus 

· returning to Natal 1n the unsettled months after the Langal1balale 

1no1dent in 1873• In general he telt that 1f tl:\e trade was 

goins to tlour1Gh 1n ep1te or all ettorts to bllSbt it, 

:--tt..-



G'!'iqualand \teat might aa well prottt trom 1t, southe.v 

thought the tlme •• noar when the cape would !lave tG g1 ve 

up ita reatr1ct1ona aa valueless, aa Jftle cape merchants 

simply ah1pped their warea direct to Natal and bypassed the 

Colon~' and 1 ta hish lmport dut.v, 20 B&rkly tried to explain 

to Kimberley 1lh3' 1t was "1mpoealble" to put a stop to thls 

time hortO'llrEtd trade, how 1 t was part and parcel (4 1 vor7, 

ostr1ch t•ther and skin trade ln the interior and involved 

countless merobants trom the cape, Natal and the OFs. He 

spelled out the control a that did a:lat. Perm.1 ts tor arms 

and a!11111m1 t1on to croaa a border required the endorsement ot 

a magistrate and proof ot permission ot the government ot 

the state to have them o011e tn. The trader f"urther had to 

a1gn a plec!p not to .. 11 theJil 1llesalt¥ or to natives or 
tribea at •r with the OPS or the SAR. 21 Appa.rentl.v these 

quite r•aonable reatr1ct1one were not observed. T'wo traders 

wrote to southey that they considered the law a •dead letter• 

which lowered the standard ot Ensllah 1rd"luenoe. They oheer­

tUll.J' exchanged suns and amt1Ut11tion tor 1vor7 and feathers 

w1 th the comtortlng ccmri.otlon that the suns would not last 

more than a year, 22 

In his d1a1tiC1lnatlon to take aotton aaas.u• the gun trade, 

southey retleoted the Views ot maJJT 1n hie oOIBII\ln1tl'• \\!hen he 

did l'tlggeat ra1e1DB the tax on suns 1n Grlqualand West to one 

pound in an ettort to alow down the trade and step up the 
l'h.eprw~ 

revenue ot 17M', the reault»nt "stir fUil<mS the meroant1le 



c01!D1Ul1 t7" who weJ'e a:tra1d the SAR would corner the luo5t1ve 

gun trade, perauaded southeJ' to reduce lt to teft 8h1111nge. 

Ibe P1111f5lM Fie&$& consratulated hlm tor haVing •acted w1ael;v. ·~ 23 
The whole lesue ot arDl8 to the ret1 vea came to a h•d 

1n Novelll'ber 18?3 1n Natal utten 1n a clash between thlrt.v 

volunteers and huradrede ot Lansal1balele'a z~u tr1bemaen, 

the Yolunteera were defeated and three ot them were k1lled. 

The Nattal1n nl&b.~ ot a ~at1ve r1a1ns aeeud about to be 

real1z:ed, A sroup ot the lea41ftl5. Na'baliana on the Dlamond 

F1eldl, led br M:r. Llng, Cha1ran ot the Dlgsera comms. ttee, 

called upon aoutheJ to tell h1m about 1 t and to vge him to 

f'orb1d the ale ot arms and ammun1t1on to the natives tor the 

present. southey explained that he would be loath to legis­

late except 1n the oase ot "urgent neoeae1t1" • that 1t he 

did act, it would be to torbld the sale of arms altogether, 

not just to one aeot1on ot the communi t7, 'l'o Barkl.v • Southey 

pointed out that altbOUSh Ol'le tribe ot Zulus had rebelled 

aga.inet what thEVundoubtedl..r oonsldeed an unjust demand to 

S1 ve up their gu:D8, the other tr1bea had remained tal thtul 

ev~m to the extent or help1ns to punish the rebels. 24 It the 

trlbea had ra111ed 1Jo t.ansal1balele'a detenae ln a general 

uprle1'ft8, Southey would probabl7 have recoplzed 1t as an 

•urgent neceeelty•. Nevertheless southey dec1ded to oheok 

on the number ot Zulus on the F1elda, ascertain how near they 

were to leaVing (thla was more d1tt1cult than 1 t sounds 

beoause Zulus, Basutoa, and Gr1quaa, gen.erall¥ slsned up tor 



short terms ot a month or two) and try to persuade them not 

to go to Natal. The Mastetrate's clerk, Buchanan, whom 

southe1 considered "an tntel1igent Nataltan• was responsible 

tor iesulng permlta tor guns, and he thought most Zulus got 

their guns nearer home t~om. traders in the direction of 

Delegoa Bat• Southe1 adm1 tted that he could have prevented 

the 8ale ot 8\UlS bJ d~ng the·pr•aentatlon ot a special 

certltlcate wbloh would not be alvel'l to mtlvea, but telt 

that would be untalr to the deal.era 1ftlo had paid taxes on the 

f'lrearms ln Cape Town aftd in Grlqualand West. 

SOUthey and Ling's ldeaa or what constituted an emergency 

dlttered widely beoauae their attitudes on the whole rJative 

queatlon we!'fl palea apart • According to southey, Ling was 

"an admirer ot the Natal policy ot making dlstlnetlon between 

Black and t-1hltet and ot depriVing the tormer ot privileges 

enjoyed by the latter, • and even or the Free State and SAR 

policy ot conalderlng "the natives more like the lower animals" 

than human beings, And man.,y others in Grlqualand West agreed 

w1 th Ling. 2.5 

As southey explained t:l'ler and over a~1n the miners 
G ri~UG.fA.rd U/6)( 

could bring the armlng ot the na tl Yea 1n ~"to an immediate 

end aw t1me the7 wished. In order to bu.1 a gun each native 

had to preaent a oert1f1oate trom his ma.ater approving the 

sale. It an,r •ater tel t strol'l811 enough • he could retuse 

the certlt1cate, But m&f~T m«!!n who decried the arming, gave 

their labourers oart1tloates because w1 thout the lure or the 



guns tar tem nat1 ves would come and the mines could not 

have been worked,·· Ling denied .g1v1ns cert1t1oates to hia . . . . ' ' 

workere1 (although. the regt•tertns clerk said. that he 41d) 

but Line: admitted that hts S()ne gave cert1t1ca.tes, p.nd southey 

thoUSht 1 t was a f.~m11;r partnerebip~ ~6 
The Mttve pol1C7 of the C&pe Coloey Southey desor1bed. 

as that ot one lAw tt:tr all, black and white, wtth an Gf'fort 

to help the native to become o1v111Z~d by ~ndlrtdual aequ1s1-

t1on of property and .bY "undemtmns the power tor m1sch1et 

of tbe Chiefs•" He bel1$Ved that ,Na,tal•s errort to steer a 

middle course between that ot the cape Col()Xly and the Boer 

cono$pt ot "atm1h1lat1ns ·and exterm!.ratiftS the coloured racea" 
. 

tioul.d last onlY as long e.& Shepatone ltved, Alread$ the wh1 tes 

a.nd the black• lived separately, thought ditterently and. were 

governed by different lnws which resulted· 1n .. mutua1·antasont.sm 
' 

. . . 

Whites 1n Natal wanted to keep the hundred and tif'tF thousand 

blacks une.rmed, but aa 1n the lor.ag run it was lm.poss1ble, 

the; sho'qld he.ve started long s1nce,. to have set about arrange­

mentll bf Which the feeling or estrangement .should become lees 

and. leas evera' 1/eA:t'. nZ7 

Atl to Langal1balf)le. Soutbe.v considered that be had been 

cornered. He could not have ·g1ven up his people's guns and 

ret~1ned control. aver his tn be •. · · Furthermore southey did not 

eredl t the Standard Ivd.l • s · statement that two thousand ot 
Langa.l'-balele • e Zulua had. oome "very ·lately" as onl3 about two 

.. -~­.. .;. . 



thousand Zulus eome 1n a year to the Fields and only about 

two hu.Mred ot these were from Langal1balele's tribe. southey 

agreed that those who came ·took home guns by traveling ~t 

night and hiding during the day. 28 . 
f: • ' .... j: ' /" • 

· . . . Gt•<vuc:tlClnJ vve&.l · 
The Wetal1ans in fil"cont1nued 'f?o be highly excited, even 

Writing to President Brand to ask him to disarm all natives 

returning tro:m the Diamcmd .Pieldo and offering· =en to help 

him do oo. The petition they presented to SO'\lthey asking him 
~ r •. ua \.o,nch.uar· · · 

to ban the sale ot arme in ~ de:ola.l"ed flatly. that .if 1 t had 

not been tor the arms procured in ·~"t~ ~~~.,:k ~would· never 

have oocurred.29 
. 

Although Southey ~ever acqUiesced 1n this widely bruited 

accusation, he did appreciate the fears of this moderate and 

respeottul delegation for their tam111es in Natal, and decided 

· to tighten the gun Iawa. Firat he reoonaended that the em­

ployer$ Should not s1ve Zulu workera cort1t1cates to but guns, 

s.nd then he 11mlted the right to issue permits to mgistrates 

only. It turned out that the ex1st1ng reSU].ations had been 

very oaiiUfllly observed. Instead of. eaoh prospective b113'er 

appearing 1n person before the magistrate w1 th the certificate 

from hill emploter att1rm1ng that he was a "f1 t and. proper" 

person to have a gun, the dealers had been selling a number ot 

SUl'UJ, and then COmifl8 1n atterwerds to g&t parmi ts, thereby 

1nva.l1dat1ne; the personal control ot the magistrates over who 

should buy gans.JO 

Southey, . when asked by Ling 1f he would object to tho 

Natalians on the Field forming and drilling a volunteer Corps 

. '::1...'1r 

- --·~ 



for Natal, not onl.Y gave his permission but offered to provide 

th• W1 th arma and aJ!II1l'Ul'l1 tion if the.Y had to go to Natal. 

The PJamg§ New& praised the tormation ot this Corps as 

chivalrous and patriotic proot of' true British teel1ng, but 

felt ever7one would reel more secure if British rule was 

backed by BritiSh troops. the P1a!ond Flel~ called tor action 

to show the chiefs that thet bad "m1soalculated the supplies 

or munition at war to shoot down Engl18hmen."Jl 

In late November southe3' toruarded all the pertinent 

information on this subject to London, including the Natalia.ns• 

memorial des-cribing the disturbance and urging action to 
G' [iw.ta. \.CU1{l (.!!QgJ 

prevent arma trom •~setting to the rebels. southe7 reiterated 
~sr ~ ua. luri:ll ~" hie convlct1ons that ~lDs not the onl.r source ot guns and 

that aa serYants needed naa.aters• permission to but guns, con­

trol ot the aale or guns had all along been in the hands of 

the white population of the Diamond Fields, In order to keep 

the m1nes working, the Diggers signed the certificates. Th1s 

being the oaae, southet did not teel the Government should 

bear the onus ot a ban on arms. If the Br1t1sh intended to 

tUoam the ne.t1ves, he declared, 1t would take "a large m111tar1 

force or a process ot oppression and all but exterftdnation-­

revol tins to contemplo. te and w1 th great danger to the wh1 te 

population. ·:32 This op1ll1on found unexpected backing 'When 

President Bursere declared that the gun trade could not be 
\ 

prevented except w1 th the assistance of' a strong m111 tar.Y 

force.'' 



The na t1 ves who got th:rOU..$h to the D1amond ~1elds e.nd 

home nlja1n w1 th their suns were the lucky ones. The Boers, 

~(no both resented the drain ot their potential labour to tho 

D1um.ond Fields and ree.red the resultant inoree.se of arms, d1d 

their best to stop then. Southey's anti-Boer b1as interpreted 

this n.s an attem:9t to "squeeze" Gr1qualand t,rest by fr1ghten­

in0 off or 1ntercept1ng her M t1 TO labour • Southey had hoo.rd 

"on good author1t3" that not only did Government oft1o1als 

confiscate the native's guns but so did fll\V' white man tmo 

got the chance. A Free state n.eY:taPf;lper boasted that two 

thousand suns had been taken from returning Dasutos. 

"Leee.lised h1e;h-.m.y r'lb'bary-" snorted Southey. 34 

The case ot r1rs. Relps'a Zulus tme probabl,v ttp1cal of 

maey others ~·tho did not have tho vocal ra-s. Helps to 3tve 

tha:r.1 publ1o1ty. Hh1lst 1n Natal }lrs. Uelps ODSa<~d fourteen 

~:t'tlus to worJt for her nt the Fields and their contracts w·ora 

aisned. before the Resident I{aglstrate e.t P1etermar1tzberr;. J:..'n 

route to Gr1qu.ala.nd \-Jest. acoordit'lG to their stor3 eight of 

the 1;u1u.s were e.l"'rested at Bethlehem, imprisoned. a. whole 

month 't'r1thout trial, ted once a da3 on boiled aealies, and 

?.fter a hard day's worlt put 1nto tho stocks at night. Their 

blankets were taken a.wa.y and an attempt was made to 111$ke them 

stay on and work for ten shillings a month. Three of the 

~oup were 'tayla1d at Wlnburg after their release from. jail 

-rrhcn they were once again hes.dlng tor the DialllOnd Fields. 
Gl"t~ua\CW1d ~ 

The others got to s;; l11 :;;:1 ~heir story. southe3' commented tr..a.t, 
1\ 



o.l though an "outrage", 1 t was a common affair 1n a. country 

t·rhere a coloured t:IBU h ... 'l.d no rights. 35 

l'he Diamond Nris complained that 1 t wes ohn.metul or the 

Ol''S to treat British subjects thus and in tho mtter ot, .. 1 V 
. ~Uta~ UJtl 

"nelgbbourly o1v111t1es" the o1V111ty was all on .the ~'\s1do 

as the OFS showed a total disregard for the rights of labour 

in appropriating "our native servants."'6 As to southey's 

protest President Brand remarked coldly "As to the racts 

upon 'Which Ii1s Excellency Lieutenant Governor southe.v's 

reasoning is tOtmded are proved to be erroneous, the oonolu-

s1 ons of the reason1ng cannot be admitted.." 37 Southey • s 

furious reaction wa.s to consider that the issue of nis the 

· ~':rae state a Nation" might well be rev1sed.38 

Almost every prominent o1t1zen and every newspaper took 

a stand on the trade in arms. An exception was the Natal \ltness 

l·rhich ad:m1 tted. to being contused. and wondered w"n.ere the "Gun 

D1ftioult.v" would end. The m.amond Uewg answered that tt would. 

Clld. w1 th Natal and the other states g1v1ng up the attenpt to 

control the trade. Nlne thousand ot the ten thousand guns 

imported into Natal eaoh .vear tront to "the Katt1r" aceordin.s 

to 1111e D1a;ond. 140lfl and the merchants of Natal supplied man,y 

~ tbe guns at the F1cl~,.s.:%) General Sir Arthur ~1ane,. 

tha ranldng British officer in south Africa considered 1 t a 

groat mistake to allow the natives to arm themselves with 

"excellent modern r1tles 8 and 31r Eenjamin Pine, the L1eute~nt­

Governor of Natal, remarked that the tr&rf1c ln arms wo.s a. 

-'to-



"traffic 1n human blood. n40 Southey remarked W1 ther1ngl3' 

that l'tllil e th1 s '-:as a populet.r stand to take, 1 t was not a 

very profound thought. southe:t felt that if tho blood of 

hlacks t«ls cons1dored as humn a.s the blood of tm1 tea, less 

bloodshed might reuul t frOl!l both sides reoe1 v1ng arms than 

from one sided arm1ng of the Wt1tea.41 

t}.l,A P1&tlo;nd ~Jew~ eategortzed Sir iJonjarnln t a re:m.r~t as 

"objectionable and unoalled torn and insisted that 1t vno 
6rl~ua.\ct.nd War 

rirl1ou1ous to consider the traders in ~tmo aappenod to t'.esl 

1n g".ms as more blood$ minded than those 1n Natal. tmo tleal.t 

in sugar and. ootfee. Wb.Y, 1 t asked, should the traders 1n 

Gt" ruin t..l-le.m.selves in a trui tlass etfort to keep the pe.').oe in 

natal? There would be no aecur1 t7, the D1at3ond Hews declared • 

l!ntil a com:mon solution me forged. In a federation ot all the 

atates, under on~ flag, governed. b.Y a congress 1n which eaoh 

state \fOuld be fairly represented, South Africa !Jl!ght find 

::;rootness. 42 

The nelf rear cane, and ~ th 1 t the same old compla!nta 

n'bout the a:rns trade. southe3' argued that 1t would be easier 

to stop t:he south..oast 'td.nds from 'bl.oW1ng over Table mount.t1in 

than to put an end to this trade and ita er1t1os 1 instead o~ 

wasting their breath should tu:rn their energies to educat1ns 

the natives and 1!11!dng thet11 feel that "we ware ~en and brothers," 

::outhey ex11la1ned to 3arkl.v that guns could not be lawfully 
Grrl:lua.\avd. 11Jeg(' 

1:>~u.ght into \JIF"~v.r:..·~~•vu r.; til. perm! t a.nd the payment of two 

ch.1llings siX pence per sun. and. he tho'tl,g:ht that smuggling was 



.. the O.."toer>t1on. to the rn.la. "4' rrowever to be on the safe s1do 

he sent captain ne.r$11 and tour or 1'1vo men to oheolt on 
~'tr,t.tn. krtct-~ 

smuggling across tha OFS-fi.WAborder. southey and nark.ty l'rorc 

as ono in the belief' that the gun trade ms too closaly on­

twined w1 th the immense and Jlrot'i table !;nwtrade to the 

interior so Vital to the Cape Coloey, to be 1nter.t'ered t:!.th. 

Furthermore, warned Southey, if the Cape Colony a). lowed the 

~l\:mer1cans to establish a t:rad1ng base at Wa.ltiich Bay and. £".h.ttt 

the1r eyes to MR encroachments over the 't1'1.bos, the;r trov.ld 

discover that they lost control over the gun trade without 

eheoklng 1 t or stopping 1 t. 44 

southey• s :pasa1onate desire 'for a JJr1 t1sh Atr1ca kept 

hit! s.lert to aey rmnour of forc1e;n interest - bo 1 t an 

f,ner1oan trad1rJg post or a pose1ble German 'b1d fOT Delasoo 

Day. 4.5 It also ~ him to mite contact w1 th the oh1 era 

or the 1nter1or--aend1ng them small presents, m1'11!ng the:tn of 

R~I\'G • s d1 mlf!)raval O't the slave t:n1d&, and exchanging td th them 
46 nessagea of f'r1end.sh1p or even Views on education. He 

listened aVidly to tl'eders' and missionaries • descriptions 

ot tribes they hBd encountered (.ueh as Schele•s who lived 

in gree.ter lurur1 th$n man9 a. Doer rarmer) al'ld especially to 

the will1l1S'Jless of such tribes to ad.'Stare to the Empire. 
47 

:1onthe1 was oonv1noed that 1t would 1ndeed be an error to 

allotr the Boers to absorb and. ultimately ann1h1late these pooplo 

O!" to "let the trade sl1l> through OU1'." fingers, to plear.re n 

stupid lot ~f people in Natal."48 A very southey1sh blend of 



hl.l.l!13-'11 tartan concern, thirst for trade, and 1m];Btience with 

those who did not share his Views. 

The verr f1~st guns sold to native workers on the ?ields 

had been ot such poor q'W\11 ty that they were of'ten more 

dangerous to the proud owner than an,yone else, f"requentl.y 

blowing up in h1tJ hands. But as •rl7 as 1872 maft1 of the 

?,.'Ulls we!'e good enonsh to t!l.'lke them •decidedly ef'feot1ve in 

the event or a. native outbreak. •• 'Itle trade had started 

caut1ousl.r anticipating a serious opposition Which never 

ma.teriallzed, but it aoon srew b.r leaps and bounds into an 

enormousl1 prof1 table venture to all concerned, including 

merchant$ tron& Natal. 49 southey resented Natal 'a ••nol1er 
Gn'~uo. ~J l.Ue.q( 

than thou" attitude toward ~J\as he '1«is certain that "The guns 

that come frQJn Natal, call them what theJ like, are tor the 

m ti Te trade and no other." And had nothing but scorn for 

the Natal conscious salving assumption that their guns were 

"not ot a description that the nat1Tes buy" pointing out 3ust 

at the time ot the outbreak; Natal ha~ granted more permits 
6~uet1and. · Uleff 

for the oonve.Jance of guns to , than durtns e.n.r of the prevtous 

months of the last year,SO 

BarklT bessn his comprehensive despatch on the traffic 

1n arttiJ and measures to be taken to discourage 1 t • by 

apolosiz1ng for 1te tardiness but said ae he telt that southe,.•s 

tleasures "seemed auf':f"tcient, u he Md ted to see what Natal and 

the Cape Colony' would decide to do. The Cape Gavernment 

opted for more stringent enforcement of the laws regulating 



the sale of fire a.ms and Barld,y's earnest wish we.s that 

r..r1oua.land r,~cst would follow su1t, Among the DeaS'llt'es wh1oh .. 
would ensure aoou:rate 1dentifioo.t1on of the real destination 

and s1mpl1fU th~ ool1ection or the duties was an amended torm 

(}t 'bond whioh demnded author1zati_on bt the Gr1qualand liest 

GO"''ernntent tor any a.ma and B.l!111lUl'l1t1on which came into th.a 

~ov1nee a~d proof' that they had been received at their 

dest1mlt1on, The Governor ant1o1pe.ted. southey's protests hy 

agreeing that th1a would not put a stop to the tr.att1o 1n 

arms, but fJ0.1d he had. long felt it was a sound. po11o,y to make 

1t as d1tt1oult as ooss1ble tor warlike tribes to ~-m them-.-
selves. rre triecl to awaken Southey's e.p'I'l"ec1at1on ot tho 

Genuine teal'" ot the •mere ha.ndtul or 1\:'ttr"opeana" l1T1ng 1n the 

!!'lid.et ~f' hund..'!'etls ot thousands ot Zulus 1n natal nn4 stated 

h1 a intention of doing ever,rth1ns in his power to enforce the 

raetriotions on the sale o~ arms. Speo1t1oally he wanted the 
~Jo\n111r! (h,eg("' . 

Government or· ~owithhold permiaa1on from every Zulu to 

!)U.:rohase a gun, t.trt~ess he had a cert1t'1oate from the Govern­

ment of' r::ratal author1z1ng him to have 1 t, · If this required 

ttl.to:r1ng the lat1, the law $1\ould be altered. 1\'fl:// Government 

1mich ~~o formal notice that it did not want its sub3eote to 

receive arms shoulct be treated 1n like tasnion,Sl 

Southey, neve't' one to pull h1s punohes, wrote to BarklY 

that the "ne1-t rules and regulations won•t be worth the paper 

thor Al'C 11r1tten on", and that the onla' sure -~ to stop the 

tre.de t1ou:t.t1. be to prohibit a.rt1' importation or arms into the 



Colon.v •. Even then there wou1d be smuggling from the coast, 

but 1t would. be d1ff1cult and J)r1oes woulA go up. Southey 

suggested that· Natal could prevent 1 ts Kaff1rs eom1ng to 
.· . . . . . . · .... 52. 

the Fields as he did ·not . see how "we can . single them .out". 

Whe~ Lord ca:rnar:von aswmed office ~rly 1n 1874 ~ he .had 
: .. 

. mentioned the posolbll1t9' of reopening the ease of the.Basuto 
. . 

shooting.. Southey's hopeti had risen, .tp be dashed down when 
. ·t . • . . 

carnarvon decided not to x-econsider the Basuto oase but to 

instigate a .searching 1nqu1ry instead into the gun trade ·and.· 

"how fa~ this . trade had proven e. ,real source of annoyance to 

neighbouring states • .. 53 ~rkly explained to Souther that . 

he had not sent on to carnarvon copies of the lette:t he and 

Southey had exchanged on this subject because t~e cape · 
. . 4 .... ·. . 

Colon.v and Natal were 1nvolv$d,S southey, blind to the 

folly ot srmin.s the ·natives due to his praiseworthy determine.-
. . 

tton not to d.1scr1m1nate against them in any way and his 
' . ' ' . 

practical need to keep the mines go1ns, was. also blind •. to 

·signs or Lord carnarvon's change. of ];)oliey. Barkly, more 

sensitive .to the cl1tn.$te in ·Downing street may not have 

wanted his views on. the .imposs1bil1t.V of stopping the arr1J.S 

trade on record 1n London, but he·ma.v have also been trying 

to protect Southey too, who ha.d been and . continued to be .• 

most outspoken. Southey prepared a paper for Carnarvon . 

presenting "another side to the question" so that the 

Colonial secretary·would not come to ant hasty deo1s1on "for 

want ·of full 1nforllrlt1on" which he felt proved .that neither 
. J:!_9J . . .. . . . ' . 

Boar Republic/\reasonable grounds ror complaining of the trade 



tn e.rms .. ss 
Mr. Froude, carna.rv()n's unofficial. representative, blamed 

southey personally for the gun trade. After ·praising so~the.Y 

as "admirable in many wa.1s" (a little like "Bru~us was. an 

honorable nan•) who believed. 1n E.nS].and' s m1s~ion 1n Atr1ca 

and WEle 11ked and trusted. 1.'!1 the natives, be describe~ Southey 
~ : f . ' ' 

in hie awln1B.rd a1tuati.on at the Diamond Fields with two 
~ • • A 

Dutch states .and an unhelpful Colony .as· neS.gnbo~s •. Because 

southey was desperate, Froude said, he· ~ed te> his natl~e 
•. . . 

. . . 
f:t-1ends. .,Hither to the rule 1n south Africa had been that· 

ttrearme should not be supplied. to the ·DJ.ttves •. It -.s a 

very good rule ••• But the native unarmed would not have been 

ot much service against the Dutch. Native labour was wanted 
. . . . . 

at the mtnet the chiefs wanted rifles and powder, The two 

wants corresponded to one another. and trade and politics 

could be· combined,"·· Fronde claS.med that halt a million rifles 

were supplied in tour or ftve ,years to ·the chiefs. Proude's 

e.oousatlotl contained aome truth. southey was tn a <Uft'leult 

po•tt1on. tn Gr1quala.nd ·west• he did dislike the Boer statest 

and he dld need the labourers that the guns lured to 'the 

m1nea •. But 1t was grossly overs1mp11tied. as 'DS much ot · 

. Froude 'e ,.eport1ng on south Atr1 oa. The onus r or the gun 

trade should not be· lald on southey alone. EVery trader who 

imported a gun a every ott1o1al who· neglected to entoroe the 

lawt every digger who e1gned a pe:r-m1 t 1 every Government who · 

prof1 ted from the duty on guns dese.rvee a ehare. But there 



1s no doubt that southey stood out a.s the frankest exponent 

of a tree trade in arms. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

~· 

The. land question was. probabi,, the .·most· cr1 tical· of a.ll 

the thornr problGms Mr. southey had to f'ace. ·Not onl1·was. 

the ver·y ex1stence o:r Gr1quale.nd West as a territorial· 
. . 

. entity disputed by the nefgh'bottring R~publics, .. bu.t the 
' ' 

ownership of lrmd w1 th1n th~ Pl'OV1noe ·was 1nsxtr1eably en-

tangled in clAims and oounter-cl$1ms. ·Before the discovery 

of· diamonds there, no.one had felt tha need to be·prec1se 

about tracts of: this pitiless liaeteland. Boer farmers had 

acquired native territory by simply pushing the natives off. 

by leasing land tor grazing and stny1ng on it .. or by buying 

trom a n&ti ve • who m1Sbt or might not have had the right to 

·sell the land. There were often se'V'eral s1neere ela.1mants . 
. . . . . . . . . 

to the same land, each one pos1t1ve as to the val1d.1t.v ot 

his claim. Added to these genuine claimants were a number . . 

of unaorupuloue land· epeculate>rs who took advantage ot drun~t 

or simply uncomprehending, natives to have them sign away 

·land whether it wa.s theirs to sell or not. The situation 

l':O.S chaot1o in 1 tselt. The greed and. dishonesty or those who 

sought to proti t from 1 t as well as the never solved question 

· ot what the place of the na t1 ve. -was to be, compounded a the 

confusion. 

southey wa$ aware ot bow vi tal 1 t was for him to bring 



. order into tht s chaos. Unt11· the le.nd could be allotted 
. . 

and te-rmed, mintns was the only major industry ln Griqua-

land West and the mining population with its group ot 
' . 

volatile leaders the onit alement of :real. lmpor~ee~ so~they 

tel t that: 1f the miners eould be balano$d. by a stable ta.rm1ng 

oommunit1 not dependent upon the fluotus.ting die.mond market, 

Gr1qualand West might gain the financial and pol1 ttoal· 
. ' . . . . . . 

stab1l1 t.v 1 t · so sorely laoked.. . . ·. . . , · .\· .. :._ .
1 

~., '-. v · .. 
· . · · Gr1 flLLct UfW\ IA!tbl 

J'uat as the Boer R$publ1os telt that &t¥ had no right 

to exlst, ·tio southey telt that the SAR and OFS were _untortun ... 

ate aberrationS from British pc>lic;v and should be reabsorbed 

as soon e.s pm~t!.cable.~ Be.•s on the watch tor the right 
. ' . . ' 

moment • e.nd. i!leamdl1le strongly d1sapproved ot any ten-1 tortal . . ' . . . 

agsrandizement b;y them; As a dedicated exponent of the 

. V1ctor!,.an theory d.e~erS.bed by HoUghton of b:r1.ng1ng e1v111za-. 
. .· ' . . 2 

t1on to the nat1ve bY means of Chr1st1an1t.v-and .... trade, 

Soutbey tolt stro~r that the natives must be saved from the 

Boers and the1r.abhon•nt ms.eter-se:rvant decrees. 3 After 

e1vt11Z1~ them ·through ~ducation aiui replacing tribal 
' -·; ... 

l;'&spons1b11ity wt.th. tbe British eonoept of.1nd1v1ctual res.;. 
' ' . . . . . . . " ~ . 

pontd. b111 ty, southey hoped to see the na t1 vas sld.e•b.V•side 

with the . settlers and the·. nevr 1Jmll1grants building a prosperous 
. _' ~ . • •. • • f ~ . -, . f ~ • . ,' . . • . . . 

Br1 t1sh Atx-ica under the CElpe Colony concept ot equall ty for. 
. ·. . . ' ' ' 4 : . 
all .me11 under the.law. · .· · ... ' : •·. . . · · Gn ualatwl Wes-(· 

· The Kea.te AWQ.rd •s supposed to have 4ett.ned the ·l...;SAR . · . · 

boundaries, bUt. once Umbe:tole.v had made his statement that .. 



the British Government \':auld not defend it by force, the 

:loera continued to exJ.Xlnd into the disputed a.roa, The 

natives l'rere forced at'tB.Y' from the watering places and soon 

·~1e d1str1but1on of the European settlement provided,.,a 

fairly reliable map of the country's water aupply."5 

Pres1d.ent Burgers's efforts, reported as early- as 

December 1872,6 to persuade the oh1ets of land 1n this dis­

puted area to cede 1t forever to the stJl kept Routhe,v in n 

ferment of anxiety, He worried about Burger's act1v1t1es 

r>~s rumours wafted back to h1rn tha. t Durgers had been seen 

here or thore and. had met W1 th this or that chief. 7 ne 
ctospa1red, rightly as it turned out, or making rJondon unde!"­

stand h1s point ot V1e1<:. Still less could he rnaYte the:m aom­

:Prehend the ins and outs of an issue l1ke that of "Hho was 

the Paramount Ch1ef or the namlongs?" (1n southey's view 

there was not one )8 or of the Ba.tlap1ns? 1nvolv1ne; as 1 t tl1d 

such African concepts as the "Great H1fe". 9 Southe.v was sure 

that !~nkoronne tms the legitimate heir of the last Paromount 

Chi et, ~hnhttra, al thou$]1. Southey ad.I:I1 tted that the oh1ef' did 

not have muoh real control over his people--"everyone does 
10 . 

o.s he l1kes". The r..&"1 had also recognized !Tankoroane as 

:3nht~'s successor, so Southey felt that 1ta new oonv1ot1on 

that Gas1bone tms the rightf'ul heir was pure expedieno:r, n.nd 

'Jar1d,y considered 1t fl. "somewl"'.at susp1c1ous discovers-. u:n. (:tow .. 

evo:r.- tfhan Pa.l@;l"ave, southey's omlssar.Y to I1ankoroana, 1n n!l 

e~oess or zeal' found a young n..ttn he t'el t had the best claim 



of all, Southey was not espeo1all;v pleased and sa.1d.that he 

'ttl'ns to be associated tactfully wtth to'fan."toroane which must 

have been sa.t1staetory to all as he was ne'V'er mentioned 

&.I!JJ.in/2 

Another oompl1cat1on was that' Dlvtd Arnot, the Gr1qua 

la:w.ver, was I·':ankoroane's adv1se.r. Arnot was a highly con­

troversial f'lgure. The facts about him were that he fought 

to kaep Boers out of the Griqua lands, that 1n 1867 he tms 

responsible for oolleot1ng. a group of Br1tleh colonists f'rom 

tho ~stern Province to settle 1n the southeast corner of GN 

aa a barrier bettieen G%"1qua emd. B~er, and that he was a 

claimant to vast tracts of land 1n native terr1tor7. Inter­

pretation or these taots differed dramatically. A oontemporary 

admirer described Arnot as none of those gentlemen who.,. 

make hiotort ... ,diplomatist born, thoughtful, tenaolous, of 

unfn111us memory, expedient 1nexhaustlble, courage undAunted •• n 

t1hO had fP11ded l!aterboer•s dostin.v tor seventeen years with­

out n si"GJ.e ~stake toll!lrd. the final goal ot B%'1 t1 ob accept­

ance of this ten1tory.13 To others he we.s "an enterprising 

la.uyer ot poor reputat1on11 who engaged 1n land speculat101l14 

or "a.s dangerous as a p~f a.dder".lS southey t~o in complete 

aooord With Arnot's 1mper1ol1st1c alms but deplored his 

greediness tor land Which made tor an ambivalent relationship, 

Southey strongly approved Ma.nkoroane • a proff'ered 

allegiance to tho Br1 t1sh Crown but. as Arnot t4'tils beb1nd 1 t, 

Soutbo;v wanted to be absolutely sure that these 3atlap1rm.s 

... ¢}Q.-



really w.nted it and that they lmew what 1t entailed, In 

sp1 te of hints trom Arnot that Mankoroane was "queer teJl'.lpe!'ed" 

and only Arnot could handle him, Southey insisted on seeing 

the Chief alone.16 It turned out that ~nkoroane had thought 

that under the QUeen he would not onl7 keep all his present 

prerogatives but that the British would roroe all the 

Batlapin to acknowledge him aa Paramount Chief'. Southey 

not onl7 bad to d.1-.buse him ot this hopeful notion, but to 

explain that 1f he became a Br1t1ah INbject he would have to 

repudiate all sr,ants and leaaee ot lands (such as the huge 

tracts claimed by Arnot and. wa,-land) and, that atter due pro• 

V1s1on had been made tor the :rat1vea, the Crown would deal ·With 

the rest aa it •• t1t.11 After a consultation With his 

council, Mankoroane agreed to atand b7 his request for British 

proteotlon, but became very d1acouraged when no answer was 

rorthcom1ns and the Boers continued to "•t up" his land.1a 
Everythi~S8 depended on an affirmative answer from. London, 

and there southel' •• helpless. Be bombarded Barkl,y With 

int' orma. t1on about Burgers\ moves and complaints trom. the 

Chief's. southet could rmlJ' give adv1ce, or in a real emergency 

sand. Palgrave as an adVisor to l4ankoroane.l9 (Darkl..r approved 

but warned SOUtha7 to "take care" that he onl.v aided and 

adVised. >20 But he could promise nothing w1thout exp11c1t 

1nstruct1on f'rom London. Bursar•• beholden to no one, oould 

and did act on the spot • 

southey' a torrent of letters and pleas tina.ll1' swept 



DarklY along and 1n in1d....J'anuar.v 1874 he wrote to the Colonial 

secretary deaor1bing the situation 1n GW and asking to be 

allo~1ed to t&ko action. Be reviewed the· Kcate AWE1rd ~lob 
. . 

was eupposed to h$\ve distributed the terr1tor,v between the 

aa.tlapin and Bara.long tr1bea and the SAn. He pointed out 

tl1a t si.noe February 1872, wen he had been instructed b.v 

London to inform the SAB that Her rajesty• s Government would 

not a~t the r1gh.t of the.Bepubl1e to set aside. tho Keate . . . . . . 

Award and to hold out to Mankoroane no expectation that hta. 

proffered S:lle~ance would be accepted, BA~klY' had not inter,.. 

tered. Because or hls d1sapproval .. of Arnot • s land c~ims and 

a reluctance to seem to be advocating exptlns1on. Earkly had 
' 

not even forwarded Southey•s complaints about BAR treatment 

of Br1 t1sh subjects ·1n the e.':"ea and pressures upon MaftkorpanE) 

and f>lonts1oa, 

Now, Barl,tly. eont1nued~ . nursers was treating Gasibone as 

Param~unt Chief and had accepted hilt allegiance to the SAR, 
• 1 • • . 

thereby depr1v1ns Mankoroane O'E. h1a rishts and property as 

a:tt1rmed 1n the Keato Award.. n.rkl1 begged London to allO't1 

him to inform Burg~ra that . "thls aot of Spoilation would not 

be tolerated."21 . 

Southo;v had a pos1t1 ve program to~d the . tribes-stop 
~. . . ' . . ' 

BtU'sers and annex to the Cro,.u those oh1.ets who so dee;1red...:... 

and lt wa.s London that held him back. In dealing with the 

problem ot untangling the overlapping and oontl1ct1ng claims 

to land 1n order to 1ssue clear t1 tle• to th~ tarms ln Gr1qu.a­

land West, S01lthey was leas C\U"C of h1mselt • He thought about 



1t a great deal and wrote endlessly to Ba1;-kl:7 about 1t. 

Unleas.one.ls pMpared to eone1der the Sem1-otf'1c1al letters 

one vast MaohtaveUtan aecept1on, $outhe:r•s agonizing over 

the 41stribUt1o:n ot land, as seen 1n letter otter letter,, 1s 
. . 

enousb to abaolve . hlm of an.v 1JW'Olvement in a :tand ewtndle. . 
.• 

Hls pase1on tor public and private moraUty and his long 

careGr as an honest public servant make tb1e bard enough to 

beltEWe in an.y caae'" lillY' then. was progress here so slow? 

Poos1'bl3', ·simply because 1t •s eo complex. and southey •s 

such a st1okle:r· tor detail emcl eo determ1ned .to flnd 3ust1ce 

for all. The whol.e problfllll waa too m.uoh tor .SOuthey on top 

of the other or11es he had to f'ace • · · H& •s t1red, overworked, 

had no one on l1&ti:4 he cOUld trust, a.nd •s frequently under 

attack from LOndon as Well aa trom the d1so1dent elements in 
c.r~~\1.4\attel Wu (,. · · . . · · . 
€ft.1il\ It 18' smll 'tfOllder tl'Ut.t he dld not h$.ve the tlme and the ·· 

energy to d.eal det1llit1Yelv w.tth thts. partlcul.arl$ as the 
.. ' . . . 

acousat1on ot "Great Land SWindle" must havo JDS1de the whole 

subject Vf'!I1!J/ dt.stastefUl. to h1m •. 
. ~ ·. ~ . I . .. f. . , 

There were essentWtY three classes ot claimants • The 

· f1rst were those p'rson~ ..m() had bouSh.t farms W1 th deflnl te 

bount~ar1es .from 1nt11v1dual nat.1ves. (small native oh1efo had 

Md.e SftQlts Gt land to the1r · fol1owere who had of"ten aold 

them to 'Wb1 t~ peo:ple • ) li.I!Lrden. 11ben admin1strator o£ Bloera.-. 
• • ~ 1 . . 

. . . . . . 

:f'onteln .had r~used to lUVe t1tlee tor e;rante tn the. so-called · 

•unocoup1ed land" but bad issued Br1 t1sh Land Certificates 

which the OFS, when it formed 1ts gOTemment, had :made. 

_q~ ... 
I 



. . 

. . 

off1e1e.l tn •p1te ot Wat~bcer'u protests. · These rights 

·were tliose supposed to bE, ~teed by.~rklJ''s Proc~mat1on · 
. . 

of 1871. Secondly • . there .-ere persQns who. ols.1med . under 
. . I • 

gJ."Gnts •. de by the Gr1qua GQVe%'"l)lllent, of whloh aome had 

def1111 tel.y JD~~~Lrke.d bol.lilda.rles. The Bnsl1Shmen recru11led. .by 

Arnot for water'boer to lease. taru along .. hts tront!.Gr Wtth 
the OFS tell into th18 categorJ',. 'l'td.r4ly, . there were those . 

who. had purcha•ed terms from. 'lbeodor Dome, the _-lleged agent 

ot certa~n Datlapin ohtets, none ot which had bad the boundaries 

marked or 'be~n oocup1ect b7 the b\Wer, Between 1869 ·and 1870 

Dome d1f¥posed ot over 280 fal;'IDS between the Hart and the V~l 

Rivers. pt.rtly tdth1n and partly .WS.thout the bounclar1es. 
, t . . . 

assigned to tbe GrlqM IM'ople by the "Bloembof Arb1tnt.t1on" 

ot . 18?1. IJ.'hese tame· ot . 3, 000 morgen each wore reportedly 

sold for 2,S POlUlda each, subject to a ·small amtwil.. qu1 t•rent • . 

Dom •s power-ot -attorney -.s properlY f'Ued. and wae pu.rportedl.y · 
: '; 

stgned by the late Ch1et Mahura and th& present Chlef" Nankor()Qile, 

· but Mankoroane·. aat<J. he knew nothing about tt. 22 (Chief Jantje · 

also Mtt.ted as a partt to the Sill~, denle~ 1 t too. ) 
' 

Doms further cla1med. to have been granted sole r1ght to 

d!s and search -tor diamonds, gold and. other minerals 1n the 

Batlap1n .and Bara1ons terri ~arr tor '0 .rears 1n return tor 

· treat!ng on .the tribes' behalf w1th the T:na:n~l. Boers who 
' ,, ' . ~ . 

ware overrunns.ng .tbe1r terr1tora-. destroy).ng their sons. and 

enslaving their women at1d ohtldren, . Dom.e wrote to Barkly 

demand1238 a large ¢omper.u;JG.t1on tor this valuable concession · 
' 

.invalidated ~7 the establishment of: Gr1qualan4 West. Barkl,y, 



tWd.!iS .at Dom•s audacity !.n cla1m1ns o0l'ip&nsat1on tor a 
. . . ·. ·. . . . . ~ 

•pretended ooncesston", duly to1'1'Grd.c4 1t to London. · 

The ·Land <:ommtsston set up 't;ti BarklY in 1871 to 1ook 

· utb the varlou#J o~tms ha4 exoeeded.'tte terms or reference, 
. . 

·scuttler explained to the ·Les1elattve· CeunGtl. · _tnstead of· 

tneHlN ·collecting lbtoratJ.on as to who ol.a1mect .mat, ~t 
the mente Of • eb¢'11cting 1Jla1U were and 'what land leS ava11• 

. . 
able to s&tist.V these ola.tnwh they had gone on t() decide to 

. . 

whom to award the land. Tb1s 1ttould end could not· work. 

·southey stated. As . th~e were several olS.t.txrants to most tli.rms 

With their a.Uose4. 1"1Bbts derived trom dltferen;· sources and· 

tn· some· areas not ·enOUgh land: to so ~. some over-all 
. .·· .. · ·. . .. . ·. . . . . .· 24 

plall had. to be dectded upon before any titles were .1eoued. 

1'1\e mamberabip ot the-'La.nd Comm1sa1on. •·• aG d1asat1sft­

!ns to So~th07 as .en· i-ta acttc;m ••. Or:peri, who bAd quan~Jled 
w1tb tbt, other ·tw~ ·members and sone hoite1 as • c1a·1mant ot 

·~ 

tt;.uoh land a;na. f3houl.d never have bean 01\ 1 t in the tlrst place. 

southey t di:stnst1:ng Buttikea, arui. oons1dox-1nS Bowker h1s "tool" 
. ' .. . ~ . 

wanted to have tb$ CommlssS.on .. cU.aband.ed •s soon as poastble. 2' 

~.o mamont.Pl=•l.ct• 1rll1~h rarelY !i-~Qd ~th southey on an.Y• 

th1l'lS col1C1ll'TM 1tt the use1f:lstnees o:r the Land Commisaic:>n 

a.nd anked SOUthey to ttnd out who· the leeal ~Pl"1$t0l"s were· 

of "the tama now laine; •ate and to g!.'ant t1 tle acool"41ngl.r. n 26 

'1'1\o ~ettlfh:"e :ln ·A1banta tfe2"$ so $&ser tor action th&t 

the; had Jnet southey with 8 petition or welot'm$ wh10h ·stated 

1)he1r convtot1oi't that the;re ·,«>Uld 'be no tu.rther delay 1n 



1seUtng to~l t1tlea to the land acquired before the assump­

tion of Br1t1sh i"Ul.e~ , They telt au:re ot Southo;v•s support 

e.s in their opinion the eetabliahlnent ot the aettlnent ot 
. . ' . . 

Albania was a principal piece of evidence as to . Waterboer • s 

ri'gh.t to ee4e· the countr~ tc) Her Hajesty•o· Cove~nt 'Mhen 

the r1Sht moment c&me. 27 

The need tor aot1on ws the only potnt or agreement al!long 

the palrt1ea conc&m.ed. tn April Southey had Bowker af1d · the 

Land Comml as1on • s records moved to New Ruab and wrote Darkls 

that he thonsht the t1m6 had come to end the f'1ltng ot olatms 

as ever¥one bad had plenty of t1me except the na t1 ve who had 

· been the Ol"1g151 proPl'i&tora and the Government would be 

reepons!.ble tor them.28 As the .two 1'act1ons. Arnot and 
O:rpen alld the othera who had grants t!"~m waterbotlr • and the 

·nev. William &ob1nson and·· By.ron samp•cm• two pr1no1pal 

olatmants under Doms who· were be. eked b,y Boltker, Buyekes and 

the 0;amond, ,P!e1,4, prepared to do battle for 9 th&1r" ola1ma, 

lt became obvious that protection ot the ·native •e no l1e;ht 

resp()nS1b1l1 ty. London, al•gi afraid that co1on1al aet1on 

.·would lead to Xmper1al spt!tnding, agreed something muot be 

done. bat urged caution ae thf~ wore d.etermtned not to be 

liable tor compensation tor •nY tarms whioh m18ht be returned 

to the Republics in a tt:r.l· settlement. 29 

'l'ho great stumbling block to any settlement ot the land 

clAims was the 11 illlllfJnse quantities or land!' claimed. by Arnot 

and half a dozen pth~rs •. ' sou1;h&y ~sted a4m1 tt1ng the 
. . . 

'· 

-100;.. ~ .• . 
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ela1ma ot th1a group in Lower Albania only and rapu41attng 

&fl3' othera, but he wished to ta1k to waterboer and h1a 

counollora t1rat. A fRtl"W'e;ror had reported a considerable 

number ot ~t1vea between the Hart and Vaal Rivers but Arnot • s 

schemes tor thta .,.. seemed to lack &II.J" pronslon tor them 

except to aqueese them out. south., cona1ctered 1 t "quite 

1mposa1ble" tbat HMG could be •de a taztty to such an action. 

On the contrar.r, the :natives muet stand t1rtSi, he wrote, and 

satf1otent land must be oaretullT set ae14e tor them.3° 

Atter bem.oanine; onoe aaa1n tbe eomple:xlty of land •ttera. 

eapeclalJ..y- the 1A2-ae grants TJJade ln the name ot uaterboer and 

the ohlef's, SOU.the7 raised the s1rd.at.r auggeat1on that 

ne1 ther he nor B&rkl.J' knew one halt ot what would 7et come 

to l1si\t.'1 

F"l1"8 ran h18h in the aprlng. There •e such a rtolent 

attack ap.irlat Arnot t.n :tibt Dl92nd F&el~ that Arnot felt the 

ttr1 ter, 1.e, • BUT•ke• or Bowker, -.t have had acoeaa to the 

Land Commlsslon papera and threatened to aue.'2 Cur:r61 had 

to be aent to Southern Albania to aaooth over heated bou.ndarT 

d1tferenoee be..en the Br1t18h &ne tbe BoeJ~• there and 

1nc1de!ltal1J' 41•oonred ~t 1n some cases the Boers were 
•IY)o~ 

ol.a1m1ng '- 20.000 tO )0,000"f"or a eii':Sle taN. )3 DJf !?Jtamcmd 

H.al oompla1116d that the people ot Grlqualand West had 

outterect throush <:aapbell 's thr•t•, and promise a and Governor 

Barkl.r•a .. all tblDSa to all MD" asfJ'U.'l"anoes that the land 

would be gt.ven outt a year later they were st1U •1 t1ng tor 

... ror- _ 



something t~ be done about 1t.34. 

southey wa.a discouraged by the undoubted fact that while 

ho f'oue;ht to· px-oteet the natives from th,o enoroochment of the 

SAR EU'.ld OFS upon their lands, .their own chiefs and representa­

tives .lost it for them. Speo1fioall9, Lower Alban1&. had bElen 

sl.tt-V'eYed into 8.3 farxnq of 3;000 morgen each, of Which ·60 were 

claimed b9' Al:;llot. wayl.Elnd, Orpen and their ·ram111e$. In 

Upper Alblnia W.terboer• s grants, acool"d1!l,$ t<;t Arnot. were 

for 2?0 odd tarms of ~,000 morgen and Dome, ·~he pretended 

agent Of the othar ch1efs had disposed of lOS farms,, Un•. 

fortunately the Government eurveyor had· found. only 105 tarms 

of 3,000 morgen. Doms as wen as Arnot· ht\d made no provi.sion . 
. tor the natives llving the:r~ (about 25 to the square mile) • 

and alth~ugll many were Batlapin and not subject to ~Iaterboer, 

Southey f'e"lt that· ther· could not ·just be told to move off 

unless some other ample and. sat1sfactory ~rrangement had. been 

made.35 
. \ 

Southey 'ims d1sco\lraged, but he was also stubborn. A 

· esmpa1sn 1nst!sated b,v Orpen ot petS. t1ono urging 1tn!.tled1ate 

1saue 6f W'aterboe:r' a grants a.nd letters to the newsPfiLpars 

compla1tJ1ng of tl\.G 1etharg of the Government merely reenforced 

southey's dat~1nat1on not to .be hurried. southey '!n"'Ote 1n 

a blunt letter ~o Orpen et~ttng·that no amount ot pressure 

would tor:ile htm to 1;-sue a.rly cert1t1eates until the land .had 

been .surveyed and ample provision assured tor the native 

popttlat1on. :36 The. only- except1on Southey made was to erven 



' . . 
at IC.ipdr1rt vmieh had been sold or granted. b9' the Government 

1tselt before the acceptance ot Waterboar•e alleg1ance. 

Doutho.v wantod a 6 tOtally unconnected and wholly die1ntoreated" 

col:rll:11ss1on to 1nveat1e;a.te the rights ot the natives and. tJee 

-rmat land should be kept for them, tmat land should be 

· room""Ved for public purpose and What EUropean grantees had 
. . 

aetuall.r come to· occupy fa:rms on Wate:rboer's 1l\v1tat1on before 

any titles were 1a~ea.'7 Southey's dec1s1on that some ola.1ms 

110uld have to be repudiated caused such pan1o among the Gorman 

m1salonar1es of the Berlin tU.seionary SOCiety that the German 
. - . . 

. :11n1ster to London became involved and quor1es on this rela• 

t1ve11 minor matter came to Barkly from the co~on1al Of'f1oe. 

Couthey reo.ssu:red Darkly that he tuld. never contemplated 

ent1rel..1 repud1D.t1ns .claims like those of tbe t·t1sa1on or or 

the owners at Vooru1tz1oht.:38 He 1as. only a.ttemptblS to· 

elirnimte those grants that Arnot and Dome had. made to people 

who had never been in the country. The Gorman claim .1s worth 

looklns 1nto aa 1t 1s on~ of the better do~umented examples 

of how the Ol4llel"Sh1p of lsnd. beos.me so 1m:r;)oss1bly col'lfuaed. 

Atter the .sUdden aba.nd.omnant or· British Sovereignty 

over the country· North of the ar.anse River early tn·1SS4 

neither Adam Kok no:r Nicolas t-ratorboer ms strong enough to 

prevont encroachment on his respective territories. The 

restraints wh1oh had boon 1n:tposed on· the acqu1s1 tion at land 

by omgrant Boers from ·individual natives who held land merel,­

undar tribal tenure broke down and a genQral so~ble ensued. 

,..Jo3.-·. 



Comel1us Kok, a member or the Kok tamil.J' but without rank 

&M ttho was an ex-oft1o1al of Waterboer' s., •a found to be 

•readY to sell art,Ything to afl1'bod3'" and cla1m.a to large tracts 

or land both north and south or the 'Vaal tounded upon papers 

to which hie mark •a attixed, had poured 1n upon the Land 

Cornm1aa1on. It •a clear, BarklJ explained to Kimberley, 

that the richest part or waterboer's country must have been 

granted a-s- wt.thout hie ccmaent and without &nJ" provision 

tor the right of the public to a•rch tor diamonds, The 

German Missionary Soc1etJ, who had occupied the land for 

twelve years "purchased" it in 18!57 for It 15 from the obliging 

Cornelius, Barkl.7 wondered how Kok •• "all ot a sudden,,. 

entitled to dispose or the property" ·and considered that "a 

more unaat1atactory voucher tor the ~nater of 6o.ooo acres 

of land has never ••• been exhibited" than the original b1ll or 
sale on tile at Kl1pdr1tt. In it ftO quantity ot land was 

mentionedt onl.Jr the "grounds o.r school place called Pn1el"' 

there had been no survey for thirteen year•• the Mission 

diagram of 1872 tried to include the diamond banks twenty-ti ve 

miles down the Vaalt no member ot th• tribal oounc11 had been 

involved although there had been eome dubious Witnesses. 

Lest Kimberley think tbat Barkly •• being too harsh 1n the 

onl,v case wlth toretgn involvement, Barkly assured him that 

he was not imputing a1n1ater designs to the local agents of 

the Berlin Miae1onart Society who had part1o1pated 1n this 

dubioua aale as they had simply been tollowlng the "tash1on 

of the da.Y". a.rkl.Y was prepared to 1esue a Brl t1sh tl tle to 



6,000 ·acres (the Free state. and Cololl.Y' l'.l.laX1mtull). Barltl.3 

suggested further .. oompla~nts be taken . to. the lAl'ld ·court at 

!0.1 pdr1ft. 39 

southey also had to reassure C.h1et Jantze in a. letter to · 

tho :res1d.ent mies10l10.rt. tn nev. Ashton, that altho~ the 
. . . . Ct. ... wa.r . . . . . . 

lo.r1d. he 11Ved upon beloneed to =oeor<11ng to ·the Bloemhof 
. . 

Arb1t~t1on and the Keate Aard) and: therefore had been ceded 

· to the Queen. 1t was and would continue to be, a cardinal. 

principle of Her fl'a3estr•s Govermnent, noti to deprtve anyone, . 
. . 

white or blo.~k ot the1r land-propert1. ·Diftioult •s it Jt11Bht 

bo I southey promised the B:r1 t1sh. GM'ernmf!nt would $e$ that 

all tho mtivo residents, Gr1quas or other, who wore in bona 

f1de oooutnt1ori1 would be sutt'1o1ently cared for.40 

The Colonta1 SecretarY' in London was ·1nvol ved. onoe more 

in the land. problel!lS ot Grtqualand West b.v a fill"~ Drury to trhom 

Bomter, e. mem.bG!' ot the Lal'fd. Comtlisston, hia.d wr1 tten sa11ns 

that he was like)..f to lose the fans olalmed by h1 s l.a te brother 

under a proposed. edict to. canoel··all t1tles previous to 

annoxat1on. In his letter to· Prur1• Bowker had accused the 
' .. 

Government ot Gr1qualan4 W'est ot 'be1ns involved .in a "Great 

Land Slli:ndle" 1n support ot the plana or the notorious Griqua · 

Agent Arnot. H& said that the, "burlesquen of a constitution 

11as tmm.ed to fao111 tate these schemes and suggested to Drlll"Y 

that he d~mand a ool'lmisss."on ot Inqu1':."1• DrurY'~ 'Understandably 
. . . 

upset, wrote to the Colot\10.1 Seoreta.ry vo10!.J:l8 h1s tears that 

en a.pparantlY'<Un3ust odtet' tra.s likely to :deprive h1s tari!l.Y 
' F 

of sone 'Valuable ·land. K1tnberley saw D:rury' q letter but . . ' ~ 

. . 
.. loS-

•. 



refused to interfere 1n a private matter. However:. as ·1 t 

mentioned. a public edlct• he had the correspondence torwal:'ded 

to Ba.rkly, and ld.th it .a request tha.t Southey ask Botrn:er tor 

El.Jl3 justtf'ication .nror his extraordinary letter" to itr. Drury. 41 

''Extraordimryn seem~ a mild. term tor a ietter lir1tten by a 

member of a government e.ccus1ttg 1 t of swindl.ing. In view ot 

the o1rcumotanQes Southey f'elt obliged to remove Bouker nt 
. . 

once from. the Land Conun1ssion where he dealt W1 th valuable· 

doeU!llOnts, o.ltholJGh he pitied Bol·rker tor ·his "monomania» 

about hts own sreat,do1ngs .• 42 . 

1Jna.bashed, Dowker o.nswered that he would proVe what he 

had said before any commission. In a passionate letter full 

of !!lixed metaphors which l!ftVe proof of an overwhelming eonoe1 t, 

B~ker 1ns1sted that he bad .done nothing rashlr, that. h1.s only 

crime \iS.S that of daring to te:Ll the truth in his effort to . ' . . . . . . - . 

· prevent ttthe Br1t1sh Lion's Foot 'to be made a oat's po.w for 
. . . . ' ~ ' . . 

' . ' . . . . . .. 

· th<J most disreputablci end. tt· ·He silr"Veyed his own ·11te .1ri 

oop1ous deta.il Deht1.on1ng in :r;art1oula.r how he. ~ve. up s. . 

"l.ucrativen co.rear as a shoepfarmer to serve "with distinction" 
' . . . ' '• ·, . ' 

1n the mrs of 1835; .1846 and. 184?, and how Sir Henao smith 

had ta1l.ed to adopt his .,Gim:pJ.e" pla.ns tor hAndling tho natives, 
. . . . . . . . ' . . 

BO'Wlter said that he had helped Arnot to fi·na. settlers to fill 

the land bettfeen vratorboer's territor; an~ the Republica, 

tmtll he 4isdovered that these lands had yet. to be acquired. 

from their owners or 1n11a.b1tants and resigned.. As seore~r.Y' 

to the Land Commi~eion ln 1867 he had prevented the paas1ns: ot 



Arnot's o~11!lt'h in spS.te of Orpen•s protestations of tho1r 

w.lid1ty, but became so discouraged bg his lonel.y struggle 
, . , 

to uphold Hel." f.fajestt• s Government that he wrote to Drury, 

Bower·e~ded bS"· requeettna· a .com.tl1as1on or inqutr' booause 

he refuse(f. to be jud{Ied by o.uth~r1 ties .'~oso 1ntesr1ty ho · 

seriously 1m.pU$ned. 43 . 

Qrpon was so furious at Bowker's description of his 

e.ot1v1 t1es. on the Land. Commission that he wanted to sue h1m 

tor libel, but Shlppard. ady'tsed that alth~ certrd.n. l'Jords 

end expressions were ~oba.bly 11 bel.ous • nothing ·could be done 
, " 44 , , , .· , , , 

t11 thout the or!.gtml of the letter. Orpen tnotdentallt 

produced o. letter trom Bowker shOWing that he had aetu.all.v · 

retired from the Waterboer comm!ssion in annoyanoo b~cause 

a totm be had hoped to have named for himself' t~Jas named after 

Genore.l. Do~las, which f!IAVe we1Sht to Southey's th~or.v that 

Bowker was "eaten up '(ldtb vanity" and had res1sned in thE'!· 
. . .. . 4 

hopo of being made President ot the OFS .. 5. · 

.Both. ne1mpapers took· e. stand on Bowlter. . a';he D1amon<!, · 
' ' . 

fJ.ol.,S, ol.EL1mb1S that BOt'7ker 1f8S & mn ot 1ntegr1 ty t felt he 

must ha.ve wr1 ttGn ~om knowlod.se ~and not more susp1o1on. and 
' ' 

~ked. that after all . "a torrs. torsr over which one duslq 

so:vage <::~;. another · JU\s ola1tned domination. W1 th t1 tle more or . 

less tioubttul, ottcn-ed et. splendid opportunitY f'or speoUliltlon · 

in land. "4:6 
The D1~ond· News ·~manded. Bowker produce proof 

that SoutheT and Bar~l7 were involved in. sw1ndl1ns,· as they 

found that accusation hard t.o believe. 47 



. ' 

.. ;, 

. 
Bowker's ·r~eniorials w~re'sent on to London w1th Southey's 

assurance that he had never contemplated an edict cancelling ' 

~11 t1 tles previous. to Annexat1on.48 In Deoembet~ Ba.rklY · 

approved the deo1e1on .of th~ Executive Coune11 ot Griqualand 

-v:est to sUspend Dol;rk~. although he felt the mere diem1ssa.1 

nss not enough and ask&d sh1ppard to look into. the poss1b111ty 

~f a criminal oharg~ .• 4-9. Kim~erlea- vetoed this. southe~ said 

he had. never really wanted to prosecute, but thought Ba.rkl~ 
d.1d,50 •, 

Darkly confcsse.d. to I!imbarley that. the Whole problem of' · 
' . ·' . ' ' 

lAnd t1.tles caused him t:ruoh a.fl8U1ah in his desire to. be tair 

to oontl1ot1ng interests and. that aU steps in tho settlement 

t1ould have to be severe]$ sorut1n1Zed, 51 Southey • probablY 

·tho last to hear uhat was be1ns bru1ted about him. wrote t.o 

Barkly oxpla1rlins hotf' people thought the 1'0reat Land SWindle•• 

t~orkad·, Patton and. Ct:rJ!rey lived together •. and Patton· and. 

Green trera po.:rtm~rs 1n a diamond. mtne and claimants tcrr land 
' 

under llate:rboer. Green. l'l'aS e. member of tho Les1slat1ve Council 

so that Green, Arnot and Currey, tdth southey's oo.sting vote, 

could carry anything they liked. The1 were expected to pass 

an net to give ATnot, Greon, and Patton all theY' ola1med.,, · 

"1:n fe.ot to legalize all that Arnot had .done 1n land mttcrs 

~nd . then d1V1de the apo1l.!" southey was outraged, and Patton 
' > 

rubbed salt 1.n his wotll'ld by say1:ng that When he had been 1.n 

the OF'S he f~d that everyone bel1':'vad this and wore "1n no 

small delight" o.'bout 1t.52 Barkl1, .haunted by th1a affair• 



't·r.rote Kinberley asking t>1hY, since nowkor "tro.s Secretary to the 

Land Commission, he had produced no proof or nor mde an,y 

spec1f1c charge of h1s 1nt1mat1ons or Government compl1c1ty 

w1 th !'rnot and rema.rltod bitterly that the noms sa.los tmder 

o. so-called power or attorney from native Chiefs who had 

repudiated him all along, were just as desel'V1ng of the title 

"Groot !And a~d.ndle. n53 

M'ter h1s suspen.s1on f'l:'on the r.and Comn!ss1on Dowke~ 

became an open partisan or the ant1-Engl1sh faction and joined 

nor~ and Robinson 1n a v1e1t to some or Waterboer•s Raad to 

pe:rsuade them to declare that they had not understood what 

the petition for Br1t1s..lt rule meant. Although Darltl,- had 

thought a Royal Comrn1 ss1on T:l1eht not be a bad. idea, he did 

not 'tmnt one when 1t t98S asked for b1' BOltlter. In Darkly's 

op1n1on tho Lesisl9t1ve Council, "fortunately" constituted a 

competent tribunal for the necessary investigation and a 

pre~o of "pertect freedom" acted as a (51lflrd against abuse. 54 
It seems ob¥ious that at th1s ~1nt some independent commission . 
a.t! requested. byo southe;v ms imperative. 'E!xce!)t for tha 

GrN.uetkt'd Weir 
Recorder, v1rtuall;v no one in ewv"was un1molved or 1nrpart1!11 1 . 

on !'he ~eq.-slaJ,va­
leEJ st of all Arnot. Barkll" had realized Arnot's presence 

oonst1 tuted a problem, but brushed 1 t aatde b;y say1.ng that 

11.rnot presurna.bly represented h1s fellow landotmers as he 'ml.C 

elected by them (Robinson had failed to be elected tor his 

distr1ot). llmrover, as Southey had just f1n1 shed expla1n1ng 

h0'£1! the Legislative Council 111as considered to be involved in 

.. lt>(f--



the "SWindle", either Darkly was more naive than seems possible 

ar he lal.S too angry w1 th Dowker and the noms group to think 

aons1bly. 

l:.rnot 's oftens1 ve to get his claims passed 1n tho 

Legislative council 'taa launched in lata J&.n'Ual'"Y• Hhat stops, 

:1o a.slted, had the GoVornment taken to investigate the vo.lidit,v 

or land slready received and 1f' a board or committee was to 

1nvesti~te, hcnr ws it to be oOl.lstituted and what rules tmre 

to be laid down for its guicls.nae? hbat was being done to find 

the extent of' orotm lands? Hha t steps were belnq tc.1.ken to 
Gn'!zuakuJ . UJe{( 

dofine,the boundary between the O?S and the~~ ne ended 

by inquiring whether there was not some way the Legi sla t1 ve 

Council could act to allow the Government to issue provisional 

titles to valid olu.!n holders without waiting for the land to 

be surveyed.s.s 

Southey u.dr.J.tted to Darlcly that lle did not really under­

stand Arnot, but thoUSht that perhaps his 1ns1stenoe on 

1mmed.1a.te recoe;nit1on of. all his claims might be aimed at 

putting him 1n a position to demand compensatio11 u~ aot'le of 

this lo.nd waa lost to Griquala.nd Uest 1n. a final arb1trat1on.56 

southe.r 'Wattted to repudiate Arnot•s claims 1n l3a.tlap1r.a., 

ospecia.ll3' the lease or thirt,y miles of river f'ront to :;ay-

lal'ld and friends lmich impeded the settlement of that ar(!l"..a 

and \~s much resented by the natives.S? Arnot had written 

to r..a.rkly about his financial d1ff"1oul ties, and Southey was 

tempted to help him td.th an advance, but felt it woulU. ,Je better 

~ I I ct .. 



. . 

not to S1 ve h1tn o1 t'her money or ·land until the f'1nal t~ettle• 

ment.SS Later Southey decided to consider gtv1ns Arnot some 

oo11pe~sat1on tor g1v1ng up the cla1m to the river trontage.S9 

Arnot was not alone 1n his desire to have the land. Claims 

dealt With. Dr. Gra.ha.nl asked in the Legislative Council that 

the land claim be "apeed.11Y settled" and Mr. Green presented 

a petition from a oonet1tutmt asking for early settlement 

ot claims and compensation tor bona fide claimants who lost 

out,60 The ~amonA ~ewe asked "When?~. po1nt1ns out that tt 

would be too long to wait ~til arbitration with the OFS, , .~ 1 1 n.~d-­

ths.t It 200.000 had alread,y been lost to the cotters of~~~ Ult:'

4 

and that it was s1ok of the cry of' .. What 1o to beooZ!le of the 

natives?• as many ot them were from other a:reas and should 

simply- be "turned into honest labourers."61 

Green auggested that if' the eurvey of tarms in the 

Dlstr1ot of .Barklu had been oot!pleted the ol.atms mi~t well 

be settled, and the Government replied that 1t would aot 

"soonGstu. southey- at once appointed G1dd.1, Sh1ppa.rd and 

Orpen to deo1de these p1a1ms. 62 ( Orpen was a cla1Dant to 

large tracts ~ land, but Southey deo1ded 1 t •s possible to 

use him here because the Recorder, who d1d not seem to hAve 
Gr~<iua \cu1J ~~ ' • • 

ml% ola1ms 1ft ~would judge all disputed cases. )6:3 Southey 

otten be-.tled the ditft.ou~tY' ot f1nd1ng disinterested persons 
· Grij)uot~ UJes( 

tor .any job in~ but eerta1nl7 the cropping up of the same 

l'lfll!2es over and over must have mde the charge of government 

oompl1c1ty.1n a· land swindle more creditable. After e.ll the 



sene~l pUblto did not know of Southet's private comment 

that he would cona1de:ro Orpen "a luolq fellow" 1f he .got all 

he claimed, 64 

In Februar~ 1874 D1sraol1's Conservative Government came· 

'-nto ·power, and. carnarvon was made Colonial Secretary .to 

implement the promised "V1gorous oolon1•1 a4m1nlstre.t1on." . 

southey· and currey were· disquieted because they suepected that 

south Afr1ca woulcl be t~e stage chosen by an ambitious 

sec:retarl' or State·to display h1s teLlents ..... 65 
While wa1 ting to hear from London as to whether he would 

be allowed to .accept Mankoroane' s allegt.ance, southey was doing 

e.ll he could . to .shore up the nat1 ves. . Be· was atra14 that 1f . . 

somethlng was not done· soon all the nat1 ves would have been 

·cajoled or f:r1shten~c1 tntd subjection to ,th.o SAR wh1oh would 

assign ~ the land to wh1 te people 511ld l$$Ve. noth1ng to . the 

tr1beth Althou.gh. he wrote to Rev. Ashton, the misslona.ry 
. ' . 

w1th Jantje, that he had ,"some reason to hope" that the British 
• f . ' ; -. . 

Goverr.unen~ would· step ln. ln time to save them, tt is hard to 
' l . } 

_, lr 

see upon What th1s hope was based unle.ae hE> bel.leved. that 
, . 

Barkly• s despatch wol,lld spur HMO 1nto aot1on oons1d.e:r1ng 

that southe7 admitted in this sam~ letter that the Brlt1sh 

Gov~rnment was averse to extending lts respons1b111t1ea.66 

As an aMi t1oM.1 prod a "memorial" "caretully wox-ded" 

by Southey so as not to alarm the secretary ot State. intro­

duced by Thompson, -and paased b;y the Leg1slat1ve Council 

found tt ·~expedient and dera1rabl$" for· Griqualand West to 



extend 1 ts boundaries to embrace the terri te>r1ea of. the var1.ous 

chiefs M\o were anxious to become British sub3eots "in the .· 

1nte:reet ot C1'\1'111eat1on and the spread1:ng.ot Chr1stian1tt among 
6?· . . 

· the heathen."· .. 
. ' ' ' 

Ba:rkl.J' torwarded this, various pet1t1ono and memorials 

fro~ merchants and· .1nba'b1 tants of· Griqualand west • Port. 

Elizabeth and· Hope Town. expresotns alarm that the proceedi11gs 

or the BAR would·out them off from the trade ot.the interior 

an~ the so'Lttoee ot l.abourel's .for·· the ·Diamond Fields, and 

south$3' 1 s reasoned explanations •~ to whY 1 t was easent1al · 

to a.ecept these pledges ot allegian~e. .Barltl;v, who 1dth h1s 

responsible adv!eors 1:n the cape had.dec1ded .tbfl.t th1s .'li$s not. 

the Cape"' s problem but an ·Imperial deo1td.on, . wholeheartedly 

endorsedSouthey*s recommendations• He told Loridon that he 

agreed W1 th Souther that nothing ·abort of the "prompt aooept• 
• < 

anoa" o'f ~he prot erred alleslance. or Mankoroane and the other 

chie:fs and the1r tribes could eftectuall$ prevent the Keate 

A'M'iird •being truetrated by· oh1oan•1'1 and.'lntr1e;ue." J:t might, 

Barkl;v remarked bitterly, ·have been better 1f the British 

~over~ent had never tried to stand between the natives and 

the Boers. By abandoning them at once to their £ate, the· 

B:r1t1sh·WOuld·not have led them •to expect protection which 
. ' ' " . 

it •s never intended really ,to e.t:tord." Now, he atated, the 

. . Boars were stirring up the tribes to their own advantase and 

only- British 1:ntervent1on coUld avert o1v11 wa:r, 68 . 
0 • 

In Mal-oh the SAR procl.G.tmed · ott1c1all1' that 'by virtue ot 

their treaties with Cbl.fs Taa11?osoh (Koroarma) f Moshate 



(Bara1ot\g) and Gaaibone (Batlapin) the territories ot the 

Korarma. Ba.tlap1n and Baralong we:re nov territories of t~a . 

SAB. 69 . (Southey commented that h_e had heard that Gas1bone 
. . . 

. ' ' 

bad been tipsy when he signed and that he had. agreed to 
t: ' • • :· ' '. • • . • • 

rocosn1ze ·the Doms sales whl~h wolJ].d. leave no land tor the . 

mt!:veaf) • ?O The letter ~htoh ·Presld~nt Burge;rtl wrote 1nform-

1ng Ma.nkoroane tbl. t BiJ,rg&ra •a now . th' '*SU:Pl"eme Clttet., of' . . 
the Batlap1n' and th&t. the iaitd or the tribe was now the. 

' . . 
territory or the SAB, souther oons1der$d ta».tamoU.nt ·tet a 

declaration or war.7l 

earna:rvon•s f'1rst despatch 'Which ·arrived 1n April was a 

great disappointment to southey and Ba~kly, Although 1 t Ol"'dered 

BarklY to tell Burgers .. distinctly and deo1dedlt" that .HI,~G 
' ' 

roserved the :t18ht to aot aa it saw f'1t to 'entoree the Keate 

Award and· to prevent the forcible annexation ot the tribal 

lands b;v the SAB it declarad that HMG Wtt.s not prepared to decide 

the question of tho·~ount Chief or prevent the ~peaceful 
. . . 

and unoonatra1ned" tmlon of tribes W1tb the BAa. As to the· . 
reoognl t1on ot t-tankorOIU'Jo., eo essential to Southey's · pol!.oy, 

Carnarvon retened tc) Barklt' s Desp~.tch ot Deeem~er 1871 1n 

whl.oh he stated that 1t would be better to have no further 
' 

aonneot1:01'1 w1 th the tribe a outs1de _Gr1qualand West than to. 

see that their tenit())!l&l rishts as spelled out in the Deed 

of Arb1 tm t1on were tully .and fairl$ carried. out as st111· 

be1ns the basts o-r· Br1 t1sh policy. 72 There ~s nothing in . 

this despatch to 1nd1eate to ·Barkly ~l1d southey- that at this 

point· carnarvon t.s so als.rmed by the . s1 tuation, 1n South Atr1ca 

.. _,· ··JII.f~ 



that he had asked for e. apee1a.l cabinet meeting to d1souea 1t, 

and when th&t -. ... refused, had. outl1ned a J)Olioy or the ut­

most firmness 1n upholding the Keate Award, 73 . 

When President Bursere 1ftls c;;n his wit.y to the dJ.aputed 

ten1 tor7 to take poseess1'on in . person. he f'ell "da'llSe~ously 

111•'• but hie AttcmleY General QOnt1nued. on to Christiana· 

wh$re he ~omulgated the proclamation deo1ar1ns the territory 

or the three tribes to be henceforth the territory or the ~. ?'+ 
!his was too DlUCh for Barltl7 {delay would have been most 

disadwntageo'lis he· explained to carnarvon) ·who promptly 

!.esued a prooJ.a.mat1on on 7 Me.;· 1874 declaring that the ''recent 

territorial ~oquta1t1ons claimed by the SAR in virtue of 

alleged conoesatons made by petty capta1M wt11 not be 

reoogrilzed" or respected unless and until the F1ral Award 

and. cmly w! th the free consent and due respect to ·the rights 

or the tribes.. To carnarvon Barkl.v reported that only 

Palgrave • s o.alrillng presenc;6 prevented. Mankoroane go1ng to war. 

This moved Carna.rvon not at all. He reiterated his al:readl 
. . 

stated views about p•ce:ful un1on and ma!nta1n1ng the Keate 

Award and then deolared. flAtly that he d1d not consider that 

Barkly's recent despatohea proved ·direct compulsion ~7 .the 

BAR nor· that it bad b•oom.e the duty ot HMG to res1et these 

prooeedlngo of the BAR by force~ HMG found no pr()o:t that 

:V.enkoroane was the Paramount· Ch1ef" and decl1ned to be involved 

with that prOblem~ <:ar~rvon cont'essed to IJU.rPl"iSe· that 

· :Barkl.Y who had ad.Vis•d ~sains~ ·inoorporating_Mankoroane·and 
., f' 



Gn:6ua1arxJ ~( . 
the Dechuam into ~n 1871 because ot the dispute as to h1a 

paramountcy and the complication or h1s territorial ola1ms 

wae nov reeoaendlng that •• annexation when these compl1oa­

t1ons seem to have 1ncrea.sed. Also Carnarvon pointed out • 

1n February 187' Kimberley had speo1f1oally told DarklY not 

to hQld out "expectations that an,y ru:rther ext,ension ot 

Br1t11h territory would be authorized,• Spec1t1cally the 

Bechua.ne. were to be ·lett tree to act •• they might think best 

in their own tnter•eta. Furthermore carnarvon did not think 

that seuthe7's eet1•te that the a.aii\Ull)tlon of authority by 

the President or BAR over \he territory ot. the tribes was 

tantaaount to a declare t1on or w.r 1n accordance w1 th the 

acts in the oorreapondence to llhioh he referred. 

'l'hen carnarvon turned the tables w1 th a vens•nce and 

brougnt up the proV1a1oml status ot Grlqualand We at 1 tself. 

Be 8'QMe8ted that :rather than adding territory to Gr1qualand 

West to be soverned by Impertal means tor Imperial interest, 

the question •• how nch lenser the Isnperlal GoV~rnment 

oould hold Gr1qualand West "1n trust tor the Cape." 

While g1V1ng his approval to tha general course taken by 

Barkly-1,e,, stalling on reoogn1z1ng the request ot the chiefs 

to be annexed, carranon turned down every action Barkl;v 

Wiahed to take. carnarvon entertained a "contldent hope" 

that Barkl1•e proven prudence and ab111t.V would tin~ a wa.v 

to uphold the BritiSh dignity without recourse to violent 

measures, as 1 t would be a "proceeding unwortb1' or a powerful 

-IU.r 



· oo'tUltry to be ha~ty '·in settling a controVarsy wi.th a weak 
:· ' . 

neighbour by premature threats or torce.a75 

The ColonS.a;l• secretary's rather petulant ootD.plai~t· of. 

the want ot exact 1ntorma.t1on •s t1P1oal of the eternal . 

gult between the man at Headqu&.rters 1Cho . wants prec1 set up. 

to•date, cont1rtned f'e.cte on e1tuat1ons lfhich the. man 1n the 

tteld knO'Ws to. be contused, oha.ng1ng and hard to document. 
. . 

!Iowever h1s aena1t1v1t1 to the feal1ugs ot the· Boer Republics . 

o.nd · the idea tbat G~~~t ~se . to ~1at were t1n3 suats of 

the · W1nd or change that was to blow Soilthey and Darkly out 

ot otttee. 

soutbe.r as upset b1 th1s despatch. ·rael1ng that 1t_ proved 

carnarvon to be both surpr1s1ngly badly .1rlformcd and to have· 

m1alnterpre:ted those. facts he did have 1n hts posaeseton. 

parti4)uJ.arly tn exaggerating the r1sk or .nr.76 AlthoUgh 

BarklY agreed to.send on more despatches ~rom southe,y·about 

the oh1ets. he lnlrned Southey that cart1arVon wae unlikely to 

ohan;e his mind· on annexation and that Southey coul.d. not be 

"too caut1oue'• 1b avo1d!ng any act th$.t could oomm1 t H~G to 

uphold the Award "b7 toroe ot arms • ., 71 · 

From h1s unenviable pos1t1on 1n the middl.e, Ba.rkly tried 

to 'bl-14Se · the hopeless gs.p between southe3" . and carnarvon. In 

t or'l$rd1ns , Southey • s d~spatches on Ua.nkoroe.ne and lla terboer, 

asking w1 th the · support or their Couriotllors to be taken over 

by the British Govern.rilent which e\lpp11ed. some of' the 1nforna­

t1on carnarvon had. asked for, Darkly pointed out that thee$ 



showed "the deliberate opinion on aevoral. pOints mooted, of 

one tmo had ha.d le.r~r oxpe:r1ence · 1n southorn Af'rtcan at'f'airs 

than· o.nybod.V now rem1ntl'lg. 1n tho Sorvtco of the CrOtm11 and 

prqdentl,y enclosed bls onn 1nm1ns to Southey about not in­

volVing BttG 1n ~ :f'o~eeful actt~n. ?8 

southey• e despatch 011 tlankoroane, aooompe.nled by su1 to.ble 

photographs, described his people as "pence•loving" and 

steadilY' 1ncreas1ns 1n c1V111zatton and,. as they had kept 

the1:r.troaty obligations and fought slde bJT slde tnth British 

troops tinder the Br1t1sh flag, worthy to be resarded ao 

British subjects. Then touching on the econom1o note that 

souther tel.t Ji111S tho lte1 to carJJBrVon' s actions, he ss1d that 

once freed tron tho threat of the SAB, these people would 

prosper not only su.ff1 ctently to pay the expenses ot their 

Ofm cover!U!lent. but to oontrlbuto to the 11ealth of tho 

Emp1re.79 

Southey who never gave .UP on any issue where he l'm.s sure 

that he "t<ao r1sht. hoped that these documents would .make 

carnarvon "nore amenable to reason'* and suggested to Bark1y 

that he should emphasize that there uas .no tear ot nat1ve 

troubles and underline the value ot the tnoreastns trade-­

"1mper1al trade" as the Cnpe Colony morelt acted as the · 

· a.aents for the Br1t1ab manuta.cturocl. goods (la!'gelr ready 

. oodo clothes) worth one m1ll1on ~a .a. year,ao 

Darkly tnod for the last ttme to expl.Bln how the s1tua­

.t1on had ebo.ncrod s1noe 1671.· Then he htl.d toreacot'l that tho 
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natives, left alone by the Boere and taking advantage ot the 

opportunities for emplorm.ent presented. by the Diamond Fields, 

would surge forward in proeper1 ty and c1V1l1zat1on. Instead, 

1n view of the SAR efforts to absorb the tribes and distribute 

the land sold b.r Dams, the only hope ot saVing the natives 

'i-1aS the prompt intervention ot the Br1 tiah Government • 

Hhereas in 1871 the month old province •• "bordering on 

anarchY'" and governed from distant capetown, now Southe;v•s 

sdm1n1strat1on could well govern a J.a.rser territory. Barkl1 

a.dm1 tted to being tJB.dl7 disappointed that 1n sp1 te of all that 

had been accompl1ahed without •the outla7 or a farthing b;v 

the Mother countr.r", carnarvon's reaot1on ss not an appreota­

tion of. but doubt or the polio)" which had brought about the 
G;tUAW UJur a.oqu1e1t1on off\ .- · 

In 1871 the proapeots ot the Fields had been brilliant, 

BarkJ-7 explained and 1 t 'WaS poll t1eal rather than t'1nanc1al 

considerations that ma.de the cape reluctant to annex the 

Diamond Fields. Darkl¥'s responsible advisors e.t the cape 
Gn'Qua\a.nd Wes( · 

favoured an extene1on of' 1\a:.l into Ba tlap1n terri tor,y, 'but 

the ro:rma.t1on ot a government tor Crlqualand. West under the 

Letters ~tent had changed the s~tuat1on trom that of 1871. 

Taking souther's a.dV1oe he made a plea tor imperialism through 

trade, pointing out the danger ot lett1q alien people enslave 

the natives all about and especially to hold the road to the 

north over which traveled the one million pounds a year trade 

to the 1nter1or. If', as •s widely believed, oommerce was the 



ncans ot' diffusing .rel1e;1on and. c1v111.zation, 1 t was 1spera­

t1 ve to keep open L1te ·rOM. to the ZG.mbosl and t!te heart ot · 

Jl ... fr1ca. 

· :aeca.\11$ l3a.rklr "tfle still venturing to hope tbn. t carnarvon 

would not change the status or Griqualand west until it chose 

to un1tewtth the Cape and that, 1nsp1red. by the suooess of 

tho Q.\pe 1n d.ea.l1~ with the Fi1160es, Dasutos and. otl1er na:Lr .. 

by tribeu. he would allow DQrkly to accept the proffered 

· all$gianoe of the Batl.ap1n and Daralong .tribes, he had shown 

the et¢rarvott de spa toh only to Mol tono. and soU. they-. 81 

Lord ce.rnaX"ton elso reoo1 ved a barrage ot letters from 
. . ' . ' . . 

ttm men, Dyron Sa.mpson and the· nev. t-?illtani Robinson, who . . 

-s<rl..\'l:"e ola1mants to large. traots or lands under Dom.s • arranse-. 

menta, oxpltl1mng that 1Joms• p¢wer of Attc:r.rney was genuine· 

nnd shOUld be reoosmzed. They ola1med that the Government 

~ Gr1qualand lleat bad $UbVert~d. the ·long-established praet1oe . . 

Of extending proteot1on to traders, gra~iera or hunt$rs "who 

esta~\ished thomse~v$s 'by'be~ef1c1o.l occupnt1on Qf waote or 

oth~se acquired lmlds ~ .thus created nn D1str1ots." 

And ·by so· dotns~ the wr1 ters, said·, had not only prevented 
. ' . 

·the eota.'\)11 esht11ent of 11 t~1 ving a.gr"'cultural oomnn.tn1 ty • but 

bloclted trade benefte1al to Dr1 ta1n and thW!lrted Engl.ond in 

hor deot_tn~d colonlzatton or 4\tr1ca, 82 
.. 

They also fortarded a. copy or the l.ettor wr1 tten b.Y 

:nob1naon to C'urre9· and. published .1n the D1a11!ond F&eld .on 

2 tray 1674 in ·~d.ch Robinson a.ceuses. Palgre.ve of u.s!ng "private 

.11o ~ 



deeds lodged in a Government off1oe ••• tor political purposes ..... 

1. e. , Robinson • s land claims whlcb h~ was understandably 

loath to haVe kttown to the Ch1efB AQ (according to. Judge 

Barr.v who -.s completing the Land Comm1ssto:n records af'tor. 

BO".iker'.a suspension) they were for seventeen fs.rms of ,52,000 

morgen each, some of which had been bought for a few pC)'tl.Uds. 83 

Bob1n•on further accused Palgrave ot tr71ns to st1r up the 

Batlap1n oh1efe to rebellion (Robinson and the SAn recosnized 

Gas1bone, not Ma:nkoroane as the Batlap1n Chlef, therefore· 

Palsrave•s support or Mankoroane and stiffening ot Jantje 

was •rebellion".) Be ended in a V1o1.ous attack on Barkly 

Whom be claimed listened during hle visit 1n 1871 only to 

·the Southey-Orpen-CU:rrey "cliques" "all or whom were m,yster1ously 

connected with David Arnot and.h1u unscrupulous puppet ohlef" 

and refused to receive the diggers who had purchased from 

native chiefs intending to create an agr1cUlture.l populat1on-­

(once again the buyers trom Doma). After referring to Southey 

end the great 1&1'14 swindle, he declared· grandl;V "Ver1l;v, the 

name of Sir UenrN" Barkl.y shall live 1n the memories of 

thousands of insulted• impoverished. and cruelly outraged 

digger• on the South African Diamond F1elds."84 

This 'll!lS too much even for At!e 121amond P1eld 'Wh.lch took 

Robinson to task for "too eager advocacy". Assua1ng that he 

was be1ng purely public spirited and that he honestly believed 

that Griqualand West was unlawfullt taken, that the Batlap1n 

had voluntar11t ceded themselves and that Arnot had too much 
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land, in au of 'Mhlch he was ~perfectly just1~1ed" • he bad 

4runaged hia catt.se b3' his aeousationo against Palgrave and 

Southey. . Palgrave ms no more capable ot 1n.c1 tlng ·to 
' . 

. delibel!'Qte rebellion than was Bob1nson ot arson ·tYt' horn1c1de 

o.nd. there t.tas no excuse tor language so "intemperate and·· 

defa.ttatory-tt as •wttolesale plunder to be divided among Messrs. 
' . . . 

southey, Arnot &b.d minor contederates and so on usque ad 

na.useam.--85 

a1}e.,Diamg~d .. NeW§ noted that somehow 1n a.l1 this corres­

pondence the. tact that. nob1nson and Sampson were claimants 
. . 

_to . one hundred and t1f'ty thOUMtld acres of land bad. never 

been mentioned. 86 ... 

In Juli' proot was round~th&t Drur.v's brother's much 

publicized. ta~s ha4 been d1 ~~ed ~r ·in the OPS &lys. 87 · A.tJ 

1 t seemed Of3r~1n that ·:aowker mus~ have known· this all along, 

southeJ' was so · a:nsrr that he had tho whole correspondence 
' - . ' i . • ,.. c • • • • ' • • • • • 

· about the. Drury laM plUs· a sevGre repr1mal1d. ot Drury published · 
. . .· 88 . . . . 
in ;the l>1$ilon!1 Newg. B&rltl_y ropb:rted to carnarvon that the 

Drtu-t land had been tnnmosned seven or e1~t · v~s before 

$nd. that Bowker had the records ot th1s when he bad wrttten his 

11be1ous attack upon_ ·thEt Governtttant ot Gr1quala.nd West .. 89 
' . . . . . 

Nonetheless Oe.~on coldly rebuked Southey both tor his 

letter ·~d. tor publishing the oorrespondon~e. 90 l,be · D1p.rnonS} 

J!pws admitted that tor some t1me ma.n,y people had believed 1n 

the Governmont•s compl1c1tY" in the "Great Land Swin.dle"r th1s 

ha.d been disproved once and. tor e.ll. 91 



, southe1. 1.n wbat aeema a ourtoua d1ohotOJJJJ"• we edit1ne; 
. . 

Arnot end· Orpen•e book on Waterboer's rights to Gr1(lualand 

(by talQ.ng out the more violent passages eo that wlul.t 

remained was a atn.1gbtforward statement or tact backed by 

documentary proot) at the sam& t1me as he •s preparing to · 

repudJ.ate a 1a.rge pereent of tbe1r l&J:1d ola1me.92 But actuallJ 

both ao~1ons had the same a1tl'lt to· see that the natives ~e . 

properly protected and the lan~ claims settled in the ta1rest 

possible~· The efforts, of Doma,· Robinson and_ sampson 

to sabotage Southey's eftorta to their own prottt 1nfttr1ated · 
. . 

h1m and he as d6ter&DS.ned to e:xpose the1ri'vtlll&n3'~9l southey 

oono~d wtth Lord C.rnanon•s m!ggest1on or a legal 1nvest1-

. e;e.t1on of the Dome' tMnaaotions and hoped that one ot the 

1ntereoted parties would sue the Government. · If that 4id not 

happen perhaps the Gavernm.ent could sue Robinson and Bampsol.'l · 

as thct power ot attorneJ' •s fraudulently obtained and Doms 

did not have the r16ht to sell tribal J.and,94 

carr:arvon, to tlls crttdit, s.au never to have ~l1eved 

1n Souther 1 a oom:p11c1 ty . 1n an.v . •tand ~ Sld.ruU.e" • . Nonetheless 

his relat1ons With Barklt (towa.rds whom he may have been · 
. ' 

. somewhat prejud1ced by an 1nvest1gat1on of Darkl.r•s term as 

Governor of Mart t1ue)9.? and southea- began to deteriorate~ 
southey wrote to Darkly in. June that "1f Lord carnarvon • s 
ta1th 1n h1e own Representatives 1n th1s Country can be shaken 

by such etuft •• B01flter, Jiobin~on, ~Qmpson arid Butskes . 
oont1nue to tul.mlnate., 1 shO'U;ld oerta10l:V lose tat th 1n · him 



as a statesman, in all countr1e1 and 1n all c11'oumstanoe, 

but more partloularl:r in a countr.r auoh as thla which has 

to be brousttt from. Chaos lnto a :regulated eyatem." As 

southe7 pointed out, 1t these opponents ot hia GoveJ'lUlent 

had an.r pJtoot ot thel:r a.cou~~~&ticma, theJ would not have 

hesitated to p!'oduee tt. 96 

The d1tt1oult1 •a that C..rtW.rTon • a representatives ln 

south Atr1ca, were ~1a" only in the sense that they reported 

to and took orders f'!'om "hla" Colol11al ottlce. carnarvon had 

1nher1 ted Soutbe7 and Ba:rkly trom Lord Kimberley. Although 

carnarvont Barklr and southe.Y' were all considered "Imper1al1 ats", 

where South Mrlca •• concerned, southe7 and Barkl7 were not 

ln eymprath7 w1 th can.!'Von • a a 1m of d1aenpg1ng Br1 ta1n trom 

1 ts af'ta1rs nor w1 th his plan tor inatant Confederation. 97 

Southey and Be.rkly realized, as ca.rrarvon 41d not, that a 

south African contederatlon under Boer oontrol would not be 

"British" ln lts polnt. ot Tlew. They •nted. to expand Brltlsh 

1ntlu•noe throughout Atr1ca, beg1nn1ns with the tribes next 

to Grlqtaland West. and to postpone Federation until an over-

all native poUcy along Br1t1ah lines oould be insured. In 

retroapeot, southey's conY1ou1on that tbe Br1t1ah polnt or 
view toards the :natives could onlJ be entorced b1 direct 

pressure trom Lon4on seems more reallltic than Carnarvon•s 

hope that a Contedel:1lt1on ot South African States would 

voluntar111' adopt a native policy acceptable to h1a humanitar­

ian polrat ot Vlew. However, carnarvotl 'al8 w1111ng to 



oonpromse on this 1souo to ~oh1ove contederat1o:n. southey 

t1as never roo.ey to oompromiso on al\1 matter of principle. 
. . 

carno.rvol'lt whose sens1 tl v1 tzt an4 v::.n1 ty tandod to m3ko hlm 

see qcolonia.1 opl;)ononta. as. 1gnomnt and wro:ng }leaded", 98 

and to eqUtLte d!.r"terenoe or opbU.on with 41slo;va.lt.v. came 
. ' . . ' . 

. ~~oreas1nsl1 to dislike these two ropresen~t1vea. 
'' . 

A 41ft1oUlt e1tua.t1on Wa.s tnade 1-rorse by the 1ntrod.uot1on 

or 7ct-. Proudo. the historian, who came down ·on a ro.ct t1nci1ng 
. . ~ . 

. m1ss1on (a$ carnarvon • s persoMl but secret rep:resontat1vo 

paid, fOr b.Y seeret sel""V1oe tunds) in September 1874. Although 
~ . 

one oan approo1ate carnarvon's desire for an 1mpart1Bl observer 

to olar1fY the situation ln ·south Att;o1ca. for b1m, Froilde ·was 

nn untortuna.te choice as he 1mmed1a.telt took sides. Praet1oall1 

upon o.rr1va1 he decided that the B()er statotf had been cheated 

t1hen :Gr1qualand West was tounded (which nny have 1nd.eed been 

truo) arid considered th<f British Government to have boen 
. ' 

"duped by e.n ingenious conspiracy'* (wbloh wac to.ueh too maio- · 

dramatic)~ Ho was captivated by the Dutch oolonles and their 
' . 

. ~triot way or ·11te and contemptuous of the Masers and the1r 

"unprofitable labouren. :Se adopted the Boer vtew on mt1ve 

rclo.t1ons to the JK)tnt ot. thinking tt might be· no ·bad thtns 

"to mal.te the natives· into· serfs" o.nd wrote to h1s daughter 

with distaste thAt southey •roo11eves in mssers. "99 .on h1s 

saeond visit in June 1875 he talked to the leaders or the 

opposition and may have· encouraged them. Hie trip al'ound tho 

ooUr&t:r.Y preaching. Federation "v71 th the cocksure contldenoo of 



I. 

the ocadem1o mind" not only gained no oonverts bUt misled. 

Ca:rmrvon and assured the No1 teno. govennn.ent • $ oppos1 tlon 

to Conted$rat1on m1eh ultimately deteated.it.100 

Typ1oal or the flood. of acc\leattons a.sa1nst Barkl;r ana. . . . ' ' 
' to\\. 

Southey whioh poured 1n bt the Boblnson-sampaon. tact/\ upon 
. . 

carnarvon wo..s the cbarce tho. t DarklY bad not ·$llo~1ed the 

Batlapin to attend the Bloemhof Conference to l'tb1oh Ba.rkl»' . . . 
ropl!od. that tho· meetinG had boon called to deal tllth corto.1n 
.. 
problems and no one had evan sussested tho. t the Be.tlap1n bo 

nsked.10l Al'lotber letter accused southoy ot ht'ilv1ns l.eaked 

the extent of l!obtnson•a claims trom tl'ttormat1on 1n the Land · 

Col'IlZI11ss1on records to d1sc~ed1 t Robinson W1 th the c;h1efs at a 
·_ . . . . . . . . 

t1~e when south.ey bad never even seen the t1tles.102 There 
, , I •, l , " . . . 

1G no proof that these letters tntluenood Olrnarvon against 

Barkly and. a!tri'J;~n • and ~r~r'Von loJ'Qlly told Barkl.v 

that· he uari quite correct tn 1~orlns the$e outrageous a.ttaoks 
. . . . ' . 

. . . . 

although he wo.s obl1sed ·to f"ortnlrd them.· Carnal"Von himself' 
1. . ' 

1mo not obl1g6d .. to notice or a.oknowled8e .unlfS.rrantablo 

refloctlono 'upon public sorva:nt.s of h1sh character, .,l0;3 

Ho·uever th1a bs.rrase ot or1t1c1Sitl, part1ou1a.rly. tor the 

Government • o continual· and cont1nutne unf'r1endl1ness toward 

1 ts Boer neighbours which was true, combined w1 th Proude • s 

pro--Boer 1ottors .and carna.J.'Von's otm destre tor smooth :relt_\ ... 

tiona as· a pre11m11'Vl2"1 to Conted.erat1on, my have had an 

etfoct. 

southa.v did not help his own co.use 'by cont1nu.1ug, 



.. 

in sp1te o~ oft.ic1al.dlso~ilgetnen~,. to try to protdet the 

tribes f'rom the T:t~n~l. He did not want a compromise about 

borders. because he telt. that the s~~s would manage to. 

"swallow up" all the best watfno'ed land, and he· forwarded a 

&ta.t.ei!lent from Chief Moshet1 SaYing th.a t he bad never agreed 

to become a eubjeet of the Transvaa1.104 In b1s zeal to up.. 
... 

· hold the· tribes southe3" told Chief Montsioa that he had . . 

•reason to hope" that his :'~quest to be received as a British 

subject would be· complied w1 th before lons. ca.rmrvon took 

great exception to this and reprimanded southey severely for 

.. grave lnt11a-oretton•• ln ra1e1ns expectations. Wh:loh would· 

probablf' not be fulfilled. and 'tor commt tt1ng HMG as tar as he 

could tQ annexation. The .behaviour of the BAR ar _the question 

ot possible anneXation. were beside the point cont1m.ted carnarvon, 

which was the prejudgment of the 1asue and the fettering of 

the poltoy of' BMG and ,1t was surprising that .. a public officer 

of the experience and ~b111tl' or Lt• Gov. southeY should have 

fallen tnto so patent sn error. nlOS 

southey riposted by referring .to the Legislative Council's 

resolution for annexation and Lord carnarvon's •strong and 

firm" language in. his fourteenth ot May despatch d.eol.e.r1ng 

that the Kea.te Award would be upheld.· Therefore southey felt 

1t was·hts duty.to encourage Monts1oa to stay 1ndepend(fnt 

until a deo1e1on _had been made ln hitJ case. southey admitted 
'• . . . . . 

that his language had not been d1plmnat1o, but insisted that 

Montsola-~derstood him and realized that Bouthef. had not 



pledged HMG to anything. · To Barkl.y. southe1 renarke(J. 

bi.tterl;v -thAt 1f HMG was prepared to allow the ·SA.R to coeroe 

the tribes tnto · subject~ on and take over . the whole interior 

1t should. say so. then he and Barkly would krlOW Wba.t_ to do 

·and what to leave undone. But lt HMG expected to bring 
' ' ' 

' ' . ' 

about .Federat1oJt under Br1t1sh rule by such a. po11oy, tt was 

.. ftdeotdedly in er~or. ,.l06. 

CarMrVon, who probably- felt that such t:t. sttr.aging rebuke 

should ·ha:'Ve broue;ht. tototh. an. abject apology and not .. a sp!r1 ted 
.· . . 

' ' 

· defense, was not pleased. Be wrote that 'While he accepted 
. . . ' . . . . 

Southey's assurances that he had n6t intended to commit HMG . . . . 

· to a oom"se ot aot1on, he tel t from the tone ·or southey.' s 

despatch that he still failed ftto appreciate fulla'" the great 

1neonven1ence and. &lnger 0t a subordinate off',,oer. stating to 

a. Nat1ve Oh1et without authority that he "had re$$On to. hope 
' . • .. - -. • -· ~ ' '. • -~ 1' 

· that his request tor· e.nnexat1on ·would be:~ cOmplt'ed With" ,10~ UJes( 

By mid-Augll*'t .. 1~74 ... .:..Stter t~ee .rea~s ot HMG in ~~~h$ 
· Lt)~sl:ative Couno11_ could brook no ·more ~elay. and southey 

appointed. currey.. shippard a~d.· a~·~ as e. comndaslon to · . 

exa.mtne·all ola1mth. 'l.'he worst d1strtot. was s.E~ Hay- where 

.the Gr1qua Gove:rnnient and ~he OFS.l'Jad .. both .is.sued chams 1n 

disputed tarrttorr, and Southey assured S.rkly that if the 

Govermnent recognized the Grtqua. olalms he w~uld declare that. 

it was not liable tt:n: compensation.· .The claims at Kimberley 

'tferB $&s1er to handle as pra.ct1oa.lly all .o,f them x-ested on . 

OFS grants Which had been guaranteed· by the. Proclai!$tlon of 



' ' ' ' 

1871 reoognlzins "bona ·ride" rights, although some immoderate 

ola1me would have to be reduoed,108 southey was • oont1dent . 

that be could ~deal fai~iy WS.th the subject• :and felt that 

. public opinion· wns w1 th him on .the cutting down ot the stt:e · 

of;.cla1ms.109 A mot1on 'put.by Greenant1 aeoonded by Arnot. 

to 1 ssue t1 tles w1 thout .:a1t1ng tor completion of a regular . . . . 

SUX"V"GY' lft.1S voted down· 1n . the Leg1sla t1 <ve council • Which 

.should have helped to ·q~sh belief in the "Great Land Swindle'' •110 

Be.rk1y approved the Comm1st!J1on,.·but felt that sollle 

principles should be set down by Southey tor their guidance 
. ' 

' ' ' ' 

· tn· deciding oopt,bict1pg claims. A$ a start the senu1nenesa 
' ' . . ' . . ' . -

of each or1gi:nal srant which 'Ml.$ in the hands of 1 ts p:r~sent .. 
·- . ; . ·, . . ' 

owner on 27 Oct 18?1 sho·..D.d bo verified which should have 
·, 

been. ·done lone; ago by the f'o:t'mer Land. Comrdsslon. Darkly 
. . 

felt the ao.tW11 1ssu1~ or· titles would probablyinvo1-tre 

reference to a l&gal tribunal--P,art!eularly when parties were 

already in posseaston.ot dieputed land. Ne$r the unsettled 

bordf)r there ~ollld h@.ve to ;be a proviso tor no compensation 

from"&~~ ~~ or.· ola.sh1ng claims Barkly considered. 1 t . · · 
. . 

. . ' . . . . . 

exe.gserated ·to assttme that Waterboers be. always recosn.u:ed 
. ' ' 

~.n ~eferenoe to· those of an.V other grantor. He would sound 

out. ca~narvon.111 
. . . ' . 

. ~ ~kly spelled all this ~~t <in a letter. to Carnarvon and 

suggested qth&t W'ater'boer•s 'grants p.ftet the date 'Whert he 

tendered. his alleg1anee.to.Ber Majesty be declared null. and 

void, e.nd Arnot and. other employees ot the late Gr1qua 



Government should be paid a "fair compensation." Although 

the Doms claims were considered. invalid because the Batlapin 

chiefs had no r1Sht to sell land awarded by Kee.te to lvater­

boer, the "bona fide" claimants under Doma could be given 

preference tor British QU1t Rent Farms 1n this area~ After 

the w1 thdrawal ot. these two classes or claims and the l.a,ving 

down ot a rule as to pr1or1t.Y in favour ot e;ranta from water­

boer and his Read over all others of' e-v-en &lte, the supreme 
Gr_fq.ua ktnd lbed-

Court of GWA could be left to ad~ud1cate 1n all disputed 

clatm.a.112 

Complaints continued to pour in. London ragged about 

the GerlYBn M1saion claims, and Barkl.v answered that 1nqu1r1es 

into land ola1ma Wft'e not tin1ahed and mentioned the "curious 

tact" that 1n 1862 the Mission had claimed fourteen miles ot 

river frontage and that in 1870 (at"ter the d1scover.r of 

diamonds) 1 t bad grown to th1rt.v miles ,ll) 

Bu;akea considered the pol1oy of the Government towards 

the tribes as traush.t 111 th ver.v baneful consequences, 

Although he adv1aed Chiet Jantje to talk to Barkly Who had 

the reputation ot being a Just man, southey insisted that 

Jantje had not suffered any 1nJuat1ce and explained that he 

made •no dltterence between man and man or between one people 

and another people on account ot the colour or their sk1n.114 

The reason 1t turned out in a later exchange tor southey's 

seeming lack ot Q'lllpathy tor JantJe •• that as Jantje had 

fled to land Within the Gr1qua boundary aa det1ned by Keate. 

Southey considered hie ctJ1m to Sovereign rights there were 



' 115 
"so Ill'l.leh moonshine." 

In carmrvon*s answer to the August despa.tehes he agreed 

both 1'7ith the formation of o eommios1on and thtlt certain 

pr1nc1ples must be laid down. He hoped for a joint land· 

oomm1ss1on w1 th the s .A .n. and gave reluctant agreement to 

tha 1ssutng ot provisional titles in the land dispute ld.th 

the OFS as long as Grlqualand West was well protected legally 

if tho land should be transferred to the OPs,116 

But the settlement dragged on and on apparentlY bogged 

down in the swamp of Arnot's ole.1ms. The Diamond News of 

September 26 'te.s asking when? in suggesting that while some 

of Arnot's claims should be reeogn1zod the amount should be 

looked 1nto and that bott the noms claimants and the nat1veo 

should bo 1ooked atter.ns far as poss1blo. Southey wrote to 

Arnot hoping that l:'eports or his enormous clAims to river 

frontage t>-rere .. erroneous" as the river must be available for 

n large mnnber or farms •1.17 But in Jartuary Arnot and h1 s ' . . 

claims \1ere still under ,d1souse1on. Arnot was Frouda •s 

"great bugbear",. wrote Southey, and of eourae all or us who 

lmve to deal t-71th the subject felt he had overdone oons1de~­

nbl.v his land Sl'E'Oulat1o't'l. Still as Southey explained to 

Froude, ole.1m1ng 1 t d1d not mean thet he would got 1 t. So 
. . A rnJs home itu-1!1J 

ror the Government had only recognized EskdaleJand around it 

"to a certain extent". Arnot had volunteered to give up his 

claims 1n Batlaplm and Southey had already told h1m that 

no ono could ha'V'e long d1 stances along the r1 ver. 118 



Uater.boer. was. another who had to be tatched. Southe:r 

disoovored his recent claims were srauter than those of 

· . December 18?2. As a number ·or Gr1q,uas wanted to ·sell their 

l~nd and join Adam Kok, southey appointed e>rpen, Uaterboer 

· and \-!r16ht to define and mark these farms and to issue pro .. 

v1s1o:nal tt tl()lh ll9 Southey's schemes to protect the Gr1quas 

against land· jobbers by f'1x1ng a m1n1l!ri.Url prloe bel.ow which 1 t 

night not be oold, t~s not appreciated. b;v The Diamond F1elg.120 

It l«<S outraged that "somebody decided thtlt the GrS.qus.s are 

not allowed to sell ~heir ·ew.n lands save at a Government 

fixed price, • and stated that t·!aterboer, thtlt net>J British 

subject with h1s tY.rann1oaJ. and O'V'e:rbear1ng .manner and his 

oh1et councillor were so~et1mes just hated, aoaet1mes just 

f'oored and sometimes hn.ted and feared... \.,'hen Southey• s 

.request tor a publ1o loan was disallowed he was forced to 

g1ve up a. still more protept1ve·sohem.e to have the Government 

buy these lands at the fixed p,r1oe from thG people who w~re 
' ' ' 

1n a hurry to sell,•· thereby preventing them from being the 

"dupee of land jobbers and speculator~" •121 

Almost a fuli year after southey .. had told the . Le~sltl.- · 

t1ve Council that he was e;o1ns to (to so, f1:fty farms on 

cro'tm land were put up tor . sale. fbe terms were simllar to 

the Cape Colony's, lease by public competition and the c;hsnco 

to oonver1: to perpetual qui t-rent bt f81ll1Gnt or a sum agreed 

~1th tho Govor~ent•l22 ·As expected ~e .olninnnte under Domo, . ' 

The Diamond. P!eld and !!'he· .Hi hiM Gazette tried to persuade 



everyone that this land was "almost worthlees".123 lb2 
. . 

pjampnd ~lelfe, on the other hand., considered the land . sur-. 

pr1e1ng1T well watered, and sui table £or sheep tarining or 

the ra1stng of horses or ostriches and the sale.o. sensible 

teet of land -lues before the claims were oettled.124 

. · 'l'h1~t.v-tour farms .. •Gl"e sold ·at up~el :ttente of · • 1,400 
. . 

hdllch 1f bought would eqlle.l it 27,000). and tor th.e maxtmum · 

period ot twentr-one years WhiCh southet.eona1der~d a great 
, 

success •. lie eatimnt&d that a.tt•r all the lesitt.-.te claims 
' ' 

of Europeans and Mti vea htld been taken care of . the Govern-
, . " . ' 

ment would· have at least one thousarid ta'l."1llff worth one million· 

sterl1ns.12S XJ'l• D1~mond Newm f~lt the ~coestr or th1e sale 
. . . . ' 

proved. the sutt!olencr ot -resources in the. p:toV1noe and that 

. if the loan of It 12;000 was at once provided for, public 

e>red1t would be reestablished trom the weight of dli't1cult1es 

. ot many kinds. which always attendee! a "want of llle&ns" •126 
' ' , . . . . 

Southey planned another sale 1n June (after· he bad made 

. sure that all the ~t1~ee were prc~rly provided f'or >127 

wh1oh ~he D1amqnd F.l~l4 heralded. w1 th • "OUr netarious rulers 

annotuiee ~Jnother swindling sale of' leases." As the .mamond 

N¢ws pointed out ·there was a great difference 1n nrrotha' 

deelamation" against the GoVel"D!!ent and ·in d1et1notlt 

chars1ns or1m1nal conduct, and the GoVernaent sueci'Taylor, 

the manager or ;t:he Diamond F1el!1, tor eed1t1on and l1bel. 

:;r?te PI~n1PJS Gazett~ called on the men of Kimberley to go to 

court and sho'W 'What stuff .they were ma.de of, but evertthlng 



passed ott quletl.r and Ta,ylor• s apology tor bavlng published 

the charge of swindling in regard to land sales waa ao()epted 

by the Acting Attorney~eneral.128 
By December 1874 Shippard •a at work on an ordlnance 

to establian a court, ln accordance With Carnarvon's sugges­

tion, to ad3ud1cate on all oasea of' claims between the Crown 

and claisnt or claimants w1 th the power to compel attend­

ance and to reduce cla1ma,129 CertainlY somebody to decide 

d1 sputed claims w.s needed, but just what, and even more 

1ihat claims would be aublnltted to tt was a complicated ques­

tion and from tbe atart Sh1ppard, who •nted all claims to 

come before 1t, and Southey who •nted only disputed claims, 

disagreed over 1t. Then BarklT became involved. 

Sh1ppard's draft ordinance •a sent to carnarvon in 

Harch 1875. southey '~~t Darkl7 ~·~~ W1 th him in want• 

1ng only those claims Whlch the Government submitted to go 

bet ore the Land court- "the Governor being obliged to sub-

m1 t !!1 d.lsputed claims", and must have been upset when Barkl.V 

replied that he telt he would have to reserve the Land 

Ordinance tor the secretary ot State unless all claims were 

1!1cluded.1 ' 0 t>J'aterboer •• atrald that somehow the Ordinance 

might undo "the juat right or Her Maje•t:r•e GoYernmer.at to 

rule over this country a a • Provtnoe" • and southey telt that 

the Grlquaa might as well abandon their lAnd as have to go 

through a oourt.1 :31 

When the Ordinance .aa aent under Colonial Regulations 



to Sh1ppard tO receive his opinion as to tft1ether . the Royal . 

ossent should be stven to 1t, he said no because the 

QrdJ.mnoe dittered most materially trorn the d:rt;lft, . and be. 

·deemed 1t "d.es1re.ble that e.ll ola1ma to lend 1n this Province 

should be subm1 tted. to· the · sorutin3 of a judge and of the 

public in open Court•• not just mat the Lieutenant Governor . 

may be pleased to send. there. 
. . 

Southey and h1s Letl1slo.t1ve Council telt that otll.v persons 
. . . ' . . 

td.th claims cha.1longod b,v others or objected to by the . 

Government should be reqUired to so to Court* and seetned. to 

be U'f'Aa'61131"G. that after eo tDO.rlY' aceusa.tt.ons ot land.. "sw1ndl1ns" 

even 1t false,· 1 t una important . to have the final eet~letnent . ; -. . 

of.titles oompletei;v tree or a:n,y·possib111ty.of' Government 

influence, In B sharp note to Shlppard at the .end of nay, 
Souttley said. that ho thought .. that tho Ordinance had been 

. - . . . . . . . 

submitted to Sh1ppa.rd tor his op1n1on o.e to lte legality and 

1 to accuracy or detail--not tor his opln1on ot "the . soundne~;~s. 

or o:pedienct of 1 ts policy." southet demanded 1t there 1;1ae 
' . 

a.ny precedent tor handing over to a Court of la'l': the "purely 

~eout1ve tW1ct1on of ·land g:rQ.nts in undisputed case a,· and 
~ . . . 

. 1.t 1t 1>ro:re a .aood ,idea to eete.b11sh·. one. How would. '-t be . 

. possible to · coinpel people to come before . the court 1n un• 

disputed ~ses .t>mere there was nothing te> be tried? lfhot · 
. . . . . . . 

about the mtpenoe and 1nconven1onoo? · What about tho Gr1quas? 
. ' ' . 

Hould they have to go to Co'U'X't for the land of. their Fathers 

and risk be1ns.oo~tested by speculetors? r~t abou~ the 

c • 

' ' 



Batlapin Who oooupied lands 1n common? Or the English 

settlers or 1867-1868? What about the OPS and BAR titles 

guaranteed by Barkl9' ln 1871 Which had S!'Own tn · size?132 

Sh1ppard t~.nawered th!lt 1 t ms h1s legal opinion that 

(1) the olause· allowing the Government to ·11a1t at pleasure 

the jur1sd1ot1on or a Court · ot law was w1 thout a partlllel 

1n the h1atorg ot jurisprudence (2) the autome.tlc pass1ns 

of' all. land claims· bet or$ the· court might save "mans a poor 

Grlqua trom srlevous wrong" and (3) COilS1de!*e<t the Ord1Mnce wus 

otherwise "object1onabl•, defective, and 1nautt1ctent" 

because or the above ment1Qned umurua1 powers ot the Govern­

ment.133 i'Jhese were nat-Qb words indeed, and Sh1ppard must 

have thought so for in July he wrote to Southey that he was 

aorry that hie conviction prevented him from g1v1ng southey 
. 

the support he.would have liked to. He r~sr&tted that neither 

his "professional op1n1on" ftor ~is earnest advice could pre­

vail upon Southey to adapt What hG oonside~ed the only true 

point of view• that .the Land Court *must have jur1sd1ct1on 

1n all oases of' claims of land ot· 'Whatever nature--. Be 

answered southey's queattons spec1f'1cal'ly. When the Court 

ha.d deotded that a· claim es, valtd, the Government would 

grant the title. All ola.1ms to land dld ba~e parties, tho 

Crown or Grantor and the el.a1me.nt. As 1n most oases one 

teat caae would settle all others, 111 the same category~ the 

alleged expenme • · delay, and inconvenience would be· tn1n1mal. 

All decisions would be final and there would be a time 11m1t.134 

_, !.hr-



When Govenor Barkly came up at ter the Troubles, he 

backed $h1ppard to the hiltt recommitted the or1g1na1 

Ordinance and f'~d it throush a hostile Legislative Council, 

thereby aoh1eVing the Land Ordinance he wanted bu~ making a 

mockery ot :represeutat1-ve gOVernment. Barkly reported to 
. . . 

Carnarvon that the Ord1naDee subm1 tted by southear (the 

Leg1alat1ve00Ul'lo1l t-etused to pass the approved draft.) 

d1f'tered trom the draft approved b.Y carnarvon in restricting 

the jur1$.d1ct1on or the Court to all such cl.alm.s as mtgb.t be 

nbmitted to 1t by the. Government (although 1f not subtnltted 

a · ])erson· could produce an. O:rder ot ·the· -R1Sh Court) and that 

the phrace that the ColU't "$hould hear and decide olQ1ms" 
' . 

·. 1n the order eubmi tted by the Gove:rmuent had been added. 

As 'Barkly .\11as mire 'that Carnarvon would ·disapprove of suoh 

largo powers boins retained. tor th~ Etteout1ve, he told Southet 

when he eubm1 tted. the ordinance tor Barkly' a assent to take 1 t 

'back and amend 1 t and to p~pOI!$ such 1n Barkly • s name as 

would ·"IJ1ltf1ce to restore it to the shape 1n which 1t had 

mat your Lordch1p' s approval". Southey 'h.ad urged h111l 1n 

th~ atrongest manner to let. the· Qrd1nanoe. 'by,. "ut Barkly had. 

. over-ruled h1m and hoped that Carnarvon would tee1 · that he 

had· ... acted rtshtly". As the settlement of T1tles was so 

v1 tal and the Ordinance paseed was now ·~uet like the approved 

draft, Barkli •s putt1ng.1t into 1mmed1ate operation. Darkly • • f -_r 

had appointed Anth"1ea stoc'kenstrom a a: J'Udge·, who would have 

to be well pa1d but oni.v tor nine. monthrt ,135 
Although· carnarvon oons1dered Ba.rkly • s vtew to 't)e the 

t • - .... _ '• ·' , 

. '"-11?>1'-
, . 

. ; 



right one, reeling ran very hig.'l over Barkly's act1on.l:36 

The Diamond Hews considered the Lesislat1va Council o!' 

Gr1qualand ~·!est to have 'been ~·rell w1 thin their rights 1n 

e.mendinz and adapting an Ordinance d:ratted in cape Town at 

the direction of the Governor to make 1t better suited to 

their needs and we.s outraged o.t Darkly's aot1on in f'orcine; 

the Ordinance through the Lo31slat1ve Council b? neens or 
h1 o o-rm cast1ns; vote over the Pl'Otests of tllree quarters of 

the elected members. (Currey Who told Darkl.r ahead or t1oo 

that he would not vote against his conviction was excused 

!'ron attending.) :Jarkl;v took oare that southe1, the nan in 

South Africa most "thoroughly capable ot dealing with queo­

tions e.ffect1ng land" should have no say upon the mtter .1.:37 

n~:rkl;v torua.rdod a protest about his high-handed action from 

He oars. Arnot, Gre.ham and. Green w1 th one from Tucker c.nd 

five hundred others approVing of' h1s insistence u:pon the 

ohange,138 

Of all the er1evnnoes of a grave nature ~1h1oh led to tho 

disturbances 1n Griqualand Hast the non-fult1llment of 

promises respecting land titles tms the greatest of all in 

Dr, Hatthews'.; op1n1on.139 However, the Land Court was no 

no:re successful than Southe:r had anticipated, and 1 ts judz .... 

nonts were so harsh the,y <trero appealed to the Law Oft1cors 

of the Crown 1n England, Eventually captain t:arner was 

sent out and dealt with them in a "liberal sp1r1t,"140 

-tltc-
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CHAPTER FIVE 

lUNING 

The "Diggers' Dream" of a workmenis community without 

capitalists or company prozpoters where the work was done 

vicariously b~ "n1ggers", drink abounded,·and the po~ice con­

fined their attentions to the blacks and all (white) men en­

joyed equality under the rule or only two ola1as per p~rson 

had almost been realized in··· the early days of OFS adm1n1stra .. 

tion of the d1gg1ngs.1 f·lr. Truter, the administrator. had 

been a digger himself 1n Ca:L1forn1a and understood the diggers• 
. . ·. . . . . 2 . 

desire tor swift justice ldth a tilinimum ot. interference. . OFS 
~ . ~ i: . • • ', . ' . 

. . 
ot law so that all lands upon which diamonds and precious . 

metals had been t ound. were open to 'bhe Public for a monthly .. 

license fee or ten shillings. t'71 th the rese;rvat16n that the . 
• < • ' • 

State could buy such· land at two shillings an. aore. Iio ltand­

ot:mer could work more than two claims and he hnd to pay halt 

of the license fees oolleoted to the state and ten percent . 

to the d1csers committee for the expenses of pollee~ publ1o 

henlth and committee members• salar1~s.3 

The d1saers• committees had sprung up to till a need 

and 1n the bea1nn1ng they worked well. From V.a;r ·1871 when 

the first claim was registered tor the de Deere property 

(Jul;v 1871 at Colesberg Kopja ), all Ola1ms and transfers of 



claims were t'll"ittcm 1n a rost.oter, the oort1t1~te of regis• 

tretion oerv1UB as t1tle. · Hhel'l s.t· became obVlouf tha.t.somo 

sort ot orpniaa.tion was ttQecied., the. registered. claim holders 

ot each mine el.ected. a. oo'J!llll1 ttee to ma.nas~> the senere.l 

atfa1rs or the 41S81DS• But b.v the time southey arnved, 

the diggers • oornt!l1 ttees ttere working less smoothly. The 

dioparltY. between poor claims and rich ones had undermined 

tho theoretical equal1 ty • and .os . the comm1 ttees expanded 

their potfers, they booa~o less interested 1n service and more 

occupied with 1ntornal intrigue. Aldo their preQccupat1on 

utth ouch public eervtoes as pollc'ns the camp or making· 
. . . 

ean1 ta.ry arra~ments .. infringed ott GoVernment prerosa t1ve, 

or so tho Government to.lt, Which increased the adm1n1str.at1on'r;J 
' ' 

d0term.na.t1on to replace the d1ssers' committees w1 th m1n1ns 
. . . ' 4 

bOtlrds ot defined and limited powers. 

SOttthey never Ul'ld.erestlma.ted the 1tnportance ot the m1nln.z 

1ndustrg and. showed a real~stic unt:\ersta~ding ot 1ts bu1lt-1n 

conflicts. In h1s Op&n1ns speech to the Les1slat1ve Council 

he ret!Sartwd t!lat ". • .it was at:t t1atural f'or the proprietors 

to plaoe a very high w.luo on their farms as tor the d1ggere 

to d~s!J>e to' reap the trul ts. ot their l.abQ'lU' With as little 

il'ltorferenco and. at as small a cost as· possible."-' 

In Ibroh, 1873 southey v1s1 ted the Duto1 tepa.n d1ss1nas. 

Bo reported the diggers oomoittee to bo d1s~rean1zed and the 

soc:roto.ry to be })(trsonally hostile to southey and poll t1Ctlll1 

tevourable to· th~ SAR. 'l'he · diggers liare loud in their cot~pl.alnts 

- lli:-4-



asa.s.nst. ward, the Government Road Inspector, because he in• 

slated thflt the loose •rth be taken Qut ot the mtnes and. not 

just shifted through and lett to cover other possibly 

d1amond1ferous soil. 

southey 'talt 1 howtJVer, that W1th • mixture .or tt.rmneee 

and cono111at1on he could help the committee to reorsanize · 

and to work out ita problema in a sat1atactor1 manner. Ward 

llve4 under a barras• ot cr1t1c1sm. 6 The dtssera, who r.esented 
' 

any kind ot directive, were particularly annoyed at· being . 

lftetructed by a government em.ploree on a 1111n1ng matter, ··The 

mapd Newg came to liard t s defense ~ay1ng that no one ha4 

proved him to be incompetent, negligent or dishonest 1n ;per­

forming his difficult duties and that what t~e diggers ree.U;r 

objected to waa that he was responsible to the Governmeat and 

not to the committee. BUt until the committee ~led itself 

together and turned frotn internal aq•bbl1ng to the tormation 

ot polloi.es no one could represent 1t.7 Even.j;hf m.a.m.ond Field., 

Wh1oh constantl, or1t1c1zed Government personnel and po11o1ee, 

admitted that 1t any one were to be trusted wttb such "despotic, 

ab•olute powers over all ·the diggers" as the Government . ~ve 

to tho Road Inspector" Ward waa ae fit as any man. a 
The Duto1 tspan. diggers also suggested hopetull.Y that 

their possession ot a speo1&1 OFS title {Old ~1~3e Claim) 

Should exempt them trom the ten shilling license, but the 

Government decided that although these titles were good, the 

license tees must be paid on these claims as on all others. 9 
. ' . 



The diggers of Colesberg Xopje $ent a. deputation to call 

upon Southey. First they reminded Southey or Barkl7'e "promise" 

to establish mining boards. Which S®they said he intended to • 

do after he bad studS.ed the s1t1iat1on thoroughly. then they 

launched an attack on the ·native d1sser. whose very existence. · 

ma.de 1;he theft ot diamonds possible. and talked r;tt t$ldng the 

law into their own han4s. The diggers were .exc1 ted and got 

"a little hpt• at Southey's meaeur~d rePlY that he would not 

d1tferent1ate between black and white and tllat 1t any one ot 

an.v colour 1nfr1ne;ed the law, he would have to take the con• 

sequences.10 

southey was willing to help protect the cU.ggers trom · 

the greedier acta of the proprietors and .to tight to save 'the 

1nd1V1dual diggers trom belns aw.llowed up by companies. but 

on this 1esue he would not col!lpro~se. Nor should he have been 

expected to do so. The British Government was pledged to tA 

poltor or no d1sor1m1nat1on on the ground$ ot. colour. To 

Barkly, who both ott1o1ally and privately, telt stronsls' on 

th1a issue, Southey wrote that he •s somewhat ahalten as to 

the e1noer1ty of British po11o1' af'ter the .eveDts ln Na.tal. 

South~Y' oona1dered ttw-t there were onl.v. two possible 

pol1o1e~ 1n dea11nB wtth the nat1.ves. That begun by DfUrbe.n 

ln 18)5, carried on by Sir Htlrr1 .Smith and extended ancl 

improved by Slr George Grey (which ,.. at ;tea•t in pr1no1ple 
' . 

· oontinued 1n the cape Colol'l3') ot brtns1ns. the nattvee as 

rapidly as pos81ble under c1v1lized lawa or the Bo•r way, 

wh1oh he abh~ed, defined by southey a• treating "the natives 



more llke wild beasts than human beings", Southey telt that· 

the idee. ot tribal land owned b1 the obtet had to be replaood 
' . 

by the oonoept ot 1nd1Vidu&l ownershlp ot propertr and land 

secured by a known, written law to wh1ch the·1nd1V1d\t&l was 

:respone1ble and by whtohhe we p:rotec'ffed.ll 

Under British poltc.v a~; applied to G)';'1qualand West· by 
. . . 

the Southey adm1n1strat1on the native could own cla1Dllh vote 

and expect 3ust1ce on the .same terms as the White ~n. Al~ 

though arq of the· dlgsers co14d accept equalitY W1th1n the 

law, most ot them boggled at the native "more or lese reared 

. in dishonesty• ltho came to be a Se1"Vartt on the mine,. being· 

allowed to hold propel-ty and ezerotae duties. to soo1ety on 

a par with c1v111zed men,l2 

The tllef9ll bunng and eelllng ot dtamond.s ( IDB > Which 

wa.s an enormous and practically insoluble problem was _at. the 

root or the wh1 te digsero' determination to el!mlnate non• 

White olatm owners. The3' felt _that as long as m l.lat1ve had 

c right to have diamonds in his possession (as obviously a 

native claim holder would have) it waa 1mposa1ble ·to. control 

IDB. The oornpted native working in a white •n•s olatm 

beoam.e expert at secreting diamonds aa he tound them which 

would. be passed to a d1ahoneat native ola1a QWn.er .who would 

register 1 t as tound 1n hls claim.. · This made 1:t 1mpoea1ble to 

prove a theft, al thoUSh the wtt1 te digger would notice vs,. th 

bitterness how mtioh riohe:r his black nelghbour'a claim seemed 
' . 

to be, 

An incident· of IDB tn 1872 brought a . a tinging reproof 
1 
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' ... 

from Commissioner Thompson to the d1c;gors, He told them to 

guard their own property and super1ntcnd their own diggings. 

ae 1 t had never been the business of gove:rm!lent to· keep· 

people's servants from cheating them, He also reminded them 

tho.t English law could not allow d1st1nct1on between e. subj.ect 

or one colour and a sub3ect· Or another so the digging must be 

treo for all •. A perspicacious observer remarked at the t!me 

that "',..for all this logic, I e.m sat1st1ed that some such 

rule a.s the crowd desire must. ul.t1matel.y be passed .. as the 

covornment w1 thout enouah force to uphold any unpopular le.w • 

uould hs.ve to oompromtse.lJ ·Thompson's lecture obvioUsly had 

no lasting etfeot tor ~en southey arrived· he toUl'lc1 the diggers 

still "d1ss1ns'• by remote con.trol arid expecting to sat. from 

tho1r black labourers everyth1~ that was found,14 .. 

Barkly had la.1d down laws tor the punishment ot IDB S.n 

n procl.tltnat1on .Of 30. I•1arch 181) •. / E:ver7 unauthorized buyer or 
. ~ . . .. . 

seller was liable to a tina or up ·to three times the value·or ... 
the diaoonds bO'U.!;ht or up to two Y'~$ 1mpr1sontnent w1 th hard 

labour. ~tese deterrents praYed 1nsutf1o1ent and southey and 

hta Leaielat1ve Council went to work on moro stringent laws 

otarttng with an effort to ourb diamond buYing 1n the numerous 

canteens. In Auguot canteen keopE)re were 1'orb1dden to sell 

diamonds and 1n Septe!!lber a master was allOtted to search a 

ocrvant at an1 time with a. penalty tor the culprit, it dic.nonds 

t:ore found_ of n. year in prison or f'1fty lashes or both, 

o.l thoush1!hon laob~ wa.s Short these penal. ties were seldom 
imposed. 

' -i.$1• 



The .Diamond Newt, in, exp.reas1ns BfJilpa thy tor the diggers 

robbed ,.da11J' and hourl.J", suggested that the pollee direct 

its attention to the white tempter or the native With the use 

ot the lash upon an.rone tmrolve~ 1n Im on the baeis ot two 

stripes tor the white mn to one for the black.16 A mee.IIUl"e 

ot desperation '~~Mob was tried •• the setting ot traps tor 

those suspeotea, ot IDB. Predlotably the w,amon!l News said 

it vas not fair, and the Plamcmd Fleld claimed it was ao 

essential that to or7 out asatn~t it waa mara sent1mental1t.v.17 

An observer in the earlt da71 told of aeetng a native 

'Nho was caught hiding a diamond escape into the veld to be 

recaptured atter a general view haUoo that collected a hundred 

and ttttr purauera, tried on the apot and sentenced to titty 

lashes.18 Times had changed, and 1n r•1 1874 two brothers 

from a prominent familY were found guilty by a jury ot culpable 

homicide when a ser'Vant they had beaten tor diamond stealing 

died. This 1B8 a luu:tsh judgment aa five ,years 1n a Grique.land 

prison could literally be considered a "fate worse than death" 

for a 11h1 te man, l9 but it served to demonstrate the govern­

ment•s determ1nat1on not to tolerate the diggers taking the 

law into their own hande. 

Although not al•1'• appreciated aa such, the Nltive 

workers were aa valuable a natural resource as the diamonds 

themselves. An observer noted that the "cheery, lnduatrious 

nantu" had taken surpr1s1ngly well to industrial service. He 

proterred ten eh1111ngs a week, as much porridge as he could 

-IS1--, 



eat w1 th meat and tobacco once a week W1 th the prospect or 

taking home a sun at the end. ot h1a aerv1oe. to working tor . 

a Boer farmer tor a year tor a he1ter and the privilege ot 

building a hut on the fara. 20 The wr1 ter Anthont ·Trollope 

remrked cyn!oallY that the. chance to earn money had brought 

the nat1ves to otv1l1zat1on much more euccesstUl.ly than the 

m1es1onar9 end their u.ntt.lluring schools. It •• too bad that 

the naturally honest native was soon corrupted by the uh1te 

reeetver Who pointed out to him that he could get hie sun and 

go home that much sooner it he stole d1&monds. 21 

suepeot&d and often despised by the digger as he was, 

the native was essential to him, . '!'he need tor labour fluctuated 

1r1 th the d1amond market and tbe number ot tr1beaen a ttempt1ns 

to reach the Fields V..r1ed, so there •• trequent]Jt a glut 

or a ehortage of labourere, This precarious balance ot supply 

and demand sooounts tor Southey• s near btaterla at the 1dea ot 

the Cape Colony col'll1ng to recru1 t labourers in Gr1qualand West, 

and tor h1s resentment at the Boer er~orts to prevent labourers 

crossing thelr terr1tort to work at t~e m1nes. 22 In the 

spring of .18?:; the tn1nes were six thousand workers IJhort ·-.nd 

onlt halt ot those leaV11lS were being replaced by now arr1vali.lt · 

tor which the Bawto Shoot1ng23 may ha~e been somewhat respon­

e1ble, nnlaek and Barbarous .. the chiefs might 'be. but they 

'1ou.ld not send their k1nnen to their deaths, declared the 
. .. -

Pia. mona, New§!. 24 . . 

Rurnoure ot l,ynoh1ns tor IDa apread. ~broad a.n4 the Diamond 

-IS~-



Zleua. terriblY touoh3' on this subject, retorted indignantly 

tll.t!t in ceneral the d1cgers rea. and paid the tforkera t<tell. 

for doing as l~ttle work B.fl the~ could get a.wa.y W1th and 

t~1at it sometimes the native had. to be treated. a little 

severely to teach h1tt honesty and indust:ry• ·oases or cruelty 

~mre exceptional. Although the natives were not espeo.1ally 

loved as " ••• thoir habl ts and. :canners, and their parson· are 

offensive, ••• we hD.ve a.· great lo-ve or fair play and say boldly 

. that the natives have always had that at our hands. ~2.5 
southey wac not so sure of this ":f'ai:r play" as he. hsd 

noticed that the police and m.Sistrates ref'leoted 'the senerfl.l 

sentinent in assumlng that any te.tive l!San outside a.tter nine 

at night tms up to no good and should go to ja.11.26 

A number of diggers. held a ms.os meeting at De BeeXts now 

Bush 1n June 167) to air the1r familiar grievances. They re­

solved that :•:r. llard should be responsible to th~ diggers• 

committee and that 1t was improper and 1mpol1t1c to allow 

no.ttves to dig for or to deal ln dlamonda. Also passed 1:·rere 

resolutions requ1:r1ng a poll or neighbours before a . new canteen 

tmo O'Pened and a measure favour1ns a rise 1n police salaries. 

Although ono speaker suggested that Southey baa been ~uch an 

"obsolete conservative" that the cape had .sent him to Gr1qua­

land West to get rid of him, Southey telt that these meetings 

did no harm and. served to blow ott some steam. 27 · 

The publication of' the constitution spa.rked ott a nm1:: 

burst of protest including a meettne;, publicized by two men 



playing Yankee Doodle and oarrtlng huge placards decls.r1pg 
. ' .. 

"Down wt th Kimberley and Toad$ Land".. Between· one and twa 

thousand people • ttended and Southey •e presented: . wl th a 

resolution asking h1m to Withdraw the conat1tut1on~28 

t·:hereas the d1se;ers at least wa1 ted until southey took 

office at the F1elde to complain to him, th~ proptie~ors sent 
.. 

r~pX"esentat1vea to Port El.1£Abeth to meet southey and curre1 · 

on their •Y "to let us know that as one of the blessings ex­

pected trom a atx-ong and stable government they would require 

ten pounds a month tor each claim instead of ten eh1111ngs 

now e;ru4slngl.Y :paid b1 the d1gsers."29. Although. most of their 

friends were on the side of the proprietors, both southey and 

CUney as:r,-eed that .they· "ooul.d not 1n public matters study the 

· 1nterest•··of their tr1endG. ~3° They shared a slight contempt 

for the Mked greed display-ed by both sroupsa the proprietors 

ubo bad l:»oue;ht tarms · t:or very 11 ttle and were out to squeeze 

the diggers tor all they were wqrth and the diggers Who demanded 

that ever.rtlt1ng 1nolud1ng l1v1ng apaee Qn the farms .be tree, so 

they could l:lllke their i'Qrtunea ·as tast as possible ·and leave. 

Southet' s comment ·to Barkly that he •s oons1c;lered to be more 

on the diggers' Side $nd cu.rre1 uore on the proprietors' might 

have surprized thoae oonoel"lled. 3l · 

In April 18?3 the London and south.Atr1can Exploration 

Compa.n,y,. (wh1oh owned the .tarm Vooru1tz1gt upon which were 

D$ Beers And De. Beers New Rush • renamed Kimberley) complained 

that their rights. as $ga1nst those ot the Licensed Cla1$ 



Holders, had not been adequately supported by the. authorities 

at the Diamond Fields, Barkl1• baeked by Kimberley, replied 

that there •s no reason to suppose that the Gover:mnent or 
Grtqualand west would arbdtrsr111 deo1de in favour or the 

' ~ . ,, 

proprietors and that the 'question should be taken before the 

sup;:-~ dourt of Grlqu.e.land West. tor a deo1s1on. Tht!t llropr1etors 

riposted by asktns 'Mho. would .. be able to entoroe the judgment · . ., ' ' . 

if the court rUled 1n tbe1r taveur. Darkly replied that 1n 

recent oaaea at De Beer's New Bush the proprietors• rte;hts 

bad be6n matnta1ried in spite or the strong popular fe&l1ng 

against thetn. 32 Obrtously annoyed by the pressures of the 

propr1etora, Darklt remarked polntedly, that al.though the 

Government or Gr1qualand West was in no wat responsible tor the 

outeome ot the speculations or the London and South Atr1can 

Exploro.t1on COJ!lPll.!l1• he •• astonished and regretful the.t they 

had never tound 1t poat1b1e to declare a diVidend constderlns 

that they received tour thousand pounds a year trom 11eenses 

or ~oe the cost of the property,33 

The fundamental problem •s cwnershtp, To whom did the 

diamonds belong - the proprietor• or the Crown? The pro­

pr1etore, of Whioh the most important was the London and sc>uth 

African Eltploration compant wlch owned Vocrui tz1gt, claimed 

that they had purchased the property at considerable expense 

believing 1 t to be freehold and tree trom l;"eservations of an.v 

rights to minerals or otherwise. Purtherm.ore they claimed that 

the Free State· Government .reooSnized ~heir rights ·to the minerals · 

- ts-c.-· 



~nd took a tax ot ~.the revenue 1"rom d1wns. ltoensee tor 

the police and other public services. ant that S1r.ftenr; 

Barltly•s proclal'IJltton d1st1nctl¥ recogn1zed the l'1ghts of the 

proprietors of the land to lt• ~neral pro~~ts. Their 1n1t1al 

Joy at the e.tmeP.ttora or the Pro'Yinoe ·had turned to disappoint• 

ment and they declared that Ord1nanoe Five •s ·•n aot .~t tWOl1-

at1on which should c6rta1nl7 not receive the Royal assent.J4 

Aotuall7 the proprietors had only their own greed to 

'b1ame for the paaeage of this OrcU:nanoe which w.s the Gr1qua­

lan4 t.Teat Government • a answer to the an:nouncement in Februal'Y 

that on l April 1874 the tee tor stand licenses would be-doubled 

and must b$ paid tn advance. on hMr1ng this 'l'hompeon asked 

tn the LeS1slat1ve Council tf the Executive couno11 oon81dered 

1t tn its power. based on the OFS reservation to 1tselt or all 

mattera concerning building or stands and the OFS ·Ordinance 

which gaYe oertatn.stand holders the right to oocupT certain 

stands tor a f1x.ed. monthly rate. to protect the standholdera 

from the threatened 1noree.se and 1t it was ~ prepared to so 

do?35 

Southey wanted to be 1n a' poa1t1on to .. take over. tbe said 

f'orm and afford all reasonable proteot1oh to stand holders en­

nbl1ng them to buy building lots," pa;rt1oularl,v 1n vlew of 
. . . . 6 . 

tbie "very sill,v movement" or the propr1etors.J .. But he wae 
tit 

blocked by the "alleged. Proclamation or 17 N()Vember 1871, at 

which time ca.m::;>bell and 'l'hompaon had. proclaimed from th~ back · 

of a wason that "State Farms" were not sUbject to a reservation 



of Minerals to the Crmm. The 1nf'Ort:l-9.l deolara tion had ne1 ther 

boen published 1n either or the two newspapers of the day nor 

sent to Baridy for approval. but 1n February 1874 a. oop.v 

turned up 1n a bundle of papers tfh1oh Thompson had sent on 

to noutho;y. f:..ltho~ 1 t toms unsigned, undated and had never 

been seen, much less approved by Barkl:r, in the opinion ot 

Judge narn, 1 t had the force or law and therefore could not 

be ir;nored but had to be repealed.:37 

Ordlmnce Five, so repugnant to the proprietors, repealed. 

t.."'to "alleged Proola.m.t1on•• and tms pa.ssed a.tter much d1soues1on 

and a vot1ng dot1n ot Arnot and Green's suggestion that 1 t be 

deferred for s1x months,:38 in order to hear the objection of 

the :proprietors. southey urged Darkly to assent to 1t ,.at 

once and ld.thout hesitation" to olear the question of owner­

ship or the diamonds. He ·nanted to f'orce the owners to a,groe 

to the existence of a. resel"VP.t1on or the diamonds to the crown 

trhioh would a.llow the Governnent to regulate the ~ees or to go 

to court and prove that there tms no such reservation or to 

noll the fields at a fair pr1oe.39 

Southey a.no. Shlppard., who had ta.~en the precaution of 

consul tine; tho leadine; London expert on Roman-Dutch law, trere 

convinced that these leases were not freehold but qUit-rent, 

and. u.nder the Roman Dutoh law of' tho OFS qu1 t-rent leases t>mre 

ot'(bject to a reoorvat1on of procious stones to the Govorm1ont. 

7vory OFS title stipulated that all existing and future r1g.hts 

nndo applicable to the land under quit-rent tenure were reserved 



by the Government, and all torm. ot tranater expreaal.r prOYided 

that Gov'ernment rishts would be retained, By OFS Ordinance 

No. ' of 1871 the President waa authorized to enter upon all 

tarms where precious minerals were tound to regUlate the charges 

for Government purposes, and this law bad been ln torce when 

Ebden bought the taru. Barkl.r'a proolalation merely confirmed 

the abo've, and the Government had always treated the propertt 

as subject to reservation.· hence ita retusal to agree to in­

crease license rates. Furthermore, the cape Government al•ya 

ola.1med al'ld uaroised the right to take trom q,ui t-rent land 

whateTer 1t required t"or publ1o use.4o 

The diggers were resentful trom the start tha.t the pro­

prietors had stepped 1n and bought the tarms tor "an old song" 

When they considered they had made detin1tive arrangements 

w1 th the original owners or the tarms and lbe D&yond News 

spoke tor them when 1t declaimed• "No paok or wolves ever 

hunted down their prey more savagely than do this purse-proud, 

inflated pack ot hungry proprietors,.,-41 The depression in 

mining, added to the threat or the proprietors• increased 

demands, made the diggers more and more w1111ng to listen to 

the extrelll1eta amcmg them and southe.v •• qUite right in think­

ing that the altuation had to be clarified immediately. 

The London a:nd south Atr1oan Exploration CompaftT was well­

connected in London, and tree enterprise •• a tenet ~ 

Carnarvon • s party. On be!ns advised that the Company had 

petitioned the QUeen to diaallow the ord118nce, Barkly sent on 



to Londol'l Southey's ,.correct h1ator.r or the c1roumatancea," 

a more accurate translation ot the arigtnal Dutch deeds, and 

the lesal op1n1ons ot Acting Attorney-General ShiJ)pe.rd and the 

London laWJer, as well as southe7'a rather tactless comment 

that he •s nre that carnarvon would give greater wight to 

the opinion of those gentlemen who had uade the Roman-Du.toh 

law the .,ectal study of their lives rather than to the opinion 

ot English law,yera however e111nent 1n their particular lines. 42 

carmrvon, in spite ot these ettorts to guide him (which 

he mal" have resented) disallowed the ordinance. Although he 

accepted the principle that the Legislative Council did not 

intend to interfere With the chances of a fair trial, carnarvon 

telt that some assurance to the proprietors that it did not 

prejudice the legal r1shtsot the owners, whateYer the7 were, 

should have been wr1 tten into the ord1JJanoe. This mlsht have 

lessened the "impression ot unta1rneaa 11h.1ch the opponents of 

the law so stronsll" entertain." The Law otficera ot the Crown 

said that "an erroneous atatemel'lt" did not artect the r1shts 

ot the Crown unleaa someone oould prove that an action taken 

on the basis ot that statement had put him in an d1aadvantageous 

position. Therefore, wrote carnarvon, the Crown was baok to 

the point 1 t had been before the ordinance and could go on 

from there to challenge the Wl.id1ty O't the Proclamation during 

legal proceedings to decide to whom the diamonds belonged. 4.:3 

vlh1le legallJ' C&rrsarYon !light have been correct in saTins 

that the government was back to wh.e:re 1t had been betwe passing 



Ordinance F1ve, !llO:rsl.l:V the d1sallo.a.noe •s a deteat tor the 

southey adm1ntstration. The Agerit of the London and South 

African Exploration Compa.nJ had boasted tbat its shareholders 

· 1mre too 1ntluent1al ·and powerful to be interfered W1. th, and 

so it seemed, southey's critics were quick to interpret the 

d1eallownoe a Yote or no confidence in hls government. The 

P!t~mond F1ebA commented aarca•ti~llv "Our EXecutive has, ·1nd.ee4, 
' ¢ • ' . ~ 

much reaaon to be proud or 1 ts performances, and of the high 

estimate ot its law tnaldng or the Imperial Government, ,.44. · 

Southey·wa• deeply distressed by the ·41-.llowanee and 

apprehensive aa to digger reaction to it. especially as he 
. ' . . . . 

teared the Pl"O}>rietO'l!'s lfOUld be sutt1c1ently heartened by it 

to go ahead with the threatened. raise in etand licenses, DUe 

to a world wide depression 1n the diamond market and .torrential · 

rains 1n Griqualand wbicb had brought d1gg1ng almost to a stand­

still tna~ ot the diggers were 1n an ugly mood~ Although 

southey felt the.t meat of the diggers were lo,yal to the govern­

ment:. he thought an attetupt to ooileot the.1noreased fee tor 

stand licenses would turn the Whole digging population against 

1 t and·.1f the diggers refused to pay 1 t • the government ·could 

not Dt&ke thtm. ..I depend entirela' upon the moral support · ot 

the people" Southey po1nted ou.t. expla1n1ng that without .eu~h 

support the V1o1ent elements would triumph and British rule 

ll11sht be swept awa;v .~ 5 

Barkl;v reported Southey's reaction to carnarvon saying 

that uh1le he did not agree td th southey about the d1tt1oult.Y 



of keei>1ng 1-w and: OJ"d$r after the d1 sallowa.noe, he regretted 
. I 

. ' 

that tha Ordinance. Md not been amended 1netead or complete11 

d1aaUowed, as reopening th!s ll11nor po1nt ln1sht prolong oo:oing 

to grips wlth the real lsstte at· state- ownership ot the 

diamonds. In apite ot the furious protests Of' the proprietors 
. . . . 

and some exalted newspaper coverage over the planned repeal or 

the "alleged Proclamation", Ba.rkly qlaimed that ariJ' one who 

knew the taots would z-ealtze 1 t. was the right thinS . to have 

done.46 

After sending the ortU.nanoe or repeal on to London to 

pave the way tor a def'1n1 t1ve solution of the ownership or ·.the 

d1amonds, the Leg1sla t1ve Council had settled down . to debate 

the threat or doubled or tripled stand liaensea- A meeting 

attended by almost e1s. thoueand standholders ree~olved. never 

to pay one penn,y or the increased rate nor to vacate their . 

standa nor to permit the proprietors to co~iscate their property.47 

southey was obViously responding to the. wishes ot .the oomm.urd ty 

when he introduced an ordinance to empower ~he Government ot · . 

Grlqualand Wast to lssue proclamations resulat1ng the fee 

or stand l1cenaea on the 41-.onditerous farma.48 

As mlgbt be expected. there •s an 1J!Uil8d1ate outraged · 

cry trom the proprietors sa.rtng that they supposed the govex-n­

ment would attempt to justlt~ their r1ghte under Article 19 

or OFS Ordtna.noe No. 3 and auggeet1ng that .1nat81a4 ot torcibly 

appropriating the property ot prt vate 1nd1viduals by e.rb1 tra.ry 

leg1slat1on, the Government or Griqualand West ought to propose 

. 
-fL:,l~ 



some liberal terms or purchase if it considered the interest 

of' the present owners prejudicial to the general oommun1ty.49 

Buying the Vooru.itzigt tarm •s ·the obvious ·SOlution 

southe1 had pointed out f~om time to time as had the D1amond 

News and Standard Hail, but at this juncture Southey felt the 
~.- ' 

question or "rights" should be deo14ed before negot1at1on for 

sale bega.n.S0 Ebden, partner in and spokesman for the London 

and south African EXploration Collpe.ny, owners· or Vooru1tzigt, 

saw no reason for dela7. In April the proprietors petl tloned 

tne Legislative Council to suspend action on stand licenses 

until their rights had been settled. in a court or law • .5l Barkl;v 

and Ebden engaged in a f.rui tleas and 1nereas1ne;ly acrimonious 

correspondence a Ilarkl.;v 1ns1sted that under the OFS and under 

tho Commissioners (who, backed by Ba:rkly, refused to sanction 

nn lnoreaae 1n stand rates) and under the present Government. 

the Government had and al.ways had lUt.d the right to regulate 

stand licenses. This Ebden denied on all three oounts. Barkly 

f1nallr said 1 t was useless to oont1ntte e.s he and Ebden viewed 

"the question ••• rrom the opposite po1~ta or public and private 

1nterest ... 52 

Ill will reached. such a p1 toh that Ebden • s lawyers pro­

tested hotly to carnarvon about southey•s improper oonduct 

in attending a Viotory dinner ot the etandholders Loague. 

Before carnarvon•s wrath ws loosed upen southey, Ba:rkly 

hastened to torward. Southey's explanation tht.t lt was a -oele~ 

brat1on of the Queen•a birthday •nd not • political dinner, 

· ~ ·- ~ Ho'3 -



that most or the 1nha.b1tants ot Kimberley were there, and 

that southeT did not know 1n advance that the proprietors 

were going to be attacked. 5.3 
' ' ' 

southey explained to the Recorder, J.D. Barr;r, that .he 

had not wanted to 1ntertere in the regulation$ of stand. 

licenses, but wa! torced to do eo ''by the proprietors.· If', 

as he bel1ned• the d1amond mines belonged to the Crown, the 

crown was tx-ee to prOVide for the proper vorkS.ng or the mines, 

"mald.ng, in sante cases, compensation to the 01ft1era or the 

surrounding surtace so11.•S4 

This point or view •s anathema to tht. proprietors who 

continued to protest voo1twoual7 both in cape Town and London. · 

Barkly hesitated to confirm th1a ord.1nanoe because 1t eeemed to 

him to be interfering even more w1 tb the alleged risnts of the 

proprietors than Ordinance Five Which had been disallowed, 

Although Soutbe;r pointed out that in the legal opinion obtained 

by the London and south Atriea.n Explora t1on Company 1 t was ex­

pressly admitted that the Br1t18h Government succeeding to the 

powers conter.r•d. by the Free State Le~alature, had a right ~o 

regulate the chargee tor leasing stands and Barkly agreed with 

him that th1s opinion would induce C&rrJS.rVon to approve the 

Ordinanoe; he still preterred to wait to hear. trom .London 

before aoting upon 1 t. 55 A new wave of talk about raising the 

stand roes by as much as one hundred percent . caused southey to 

prepare a proclamation J;n-oh1bl tins an increase dur1ns the 
.. 

depreee1on 1n diamonds and trade, but :the proprietors w1thdrew 



their demand for increased stand rates so he did not haTe to 

invoke 1t,S6 

The Government then turned its attention to the vital 

problem of' regulation of the mttling 1ndustr7, including suoh 

fundamental issues a.a whether mining was tor the benet1 t or 

the whole oountr7 or s1mpl,v for the m1nerst whether capitalist 

intervention was neoessry or desirable 1 whether the Govern­

ment or the diggers should have the f1ral •7 1n anagihg the 

mines. These were issues whioh attected almost everyone in 

Gr1qualarld \~eat, provoked great publlo interest and detailed 

and. constructive d1aouss1on 1n the LegialatiTe council. The 

great drought of 187:3, when ox transport beoame 1mposaible 

and prices on the Field• aoa:red 1n consequence, had given way 

to torrential ra1na ~eh lett halt the mines unworkable and 

life on the Fields •• once a.pin, "almcet unendurable ••• .57 

A crescendo ot walla and protests about water and fallen reef' 

in the mines and the respons1b111ty tor setting the latter 

out, underlined the need tor an over-ell board with the power 

to get things done and done taat.SS 

southey had realized rrom the start ot his administration 

that the diggers committees, 11h1oh had served a purpose during 

the "capricious and rud.e" days ot the rushes, were becoming 

corrupt and disorganized and had outlived their ueetulneaa. 

Both lhe Dlamgnd News and lhe D&.fmol'ld FieJ:a agreed that now, 

since the diamond mines had become the moat valuable property 

in South Africa, it was no longer sate to leave their ~nagement 

in the hand of' the diggers "all ot whom have interests or their 



own to serve • .. S9 But in this, as 1n ever.vthing else 1 southey 

lee 1nored1bly -slow. Rotorma proposed in Ha7 had not 'been put 

into etteot by October, 60 This del.a.;v may have been because 

Southey was. h$nd1cApped by not being allowed to legislate 

. bettreen the. ])Ub11cat1on ot the Lettera Patent and the o~ea.t1on 

of the Leg1alative Council, but was more llkel.V due to hie 

efforts to n~ve" the 8\t'l't'OUl'lding tribes e.nd to unravel the 

land. question, which 1n:volved an 1nord1nantly·volum1nous 
. ~ . . . 

oorreapondenoe,l\took most or his time and energt. 

A ctraft mining ordinance was. f1nal1y- presented to the 

Legtalat1ve Counotl during the first week or March 1S?4t 

under 1 t the diamond dlggtns uas to be under the management 

of a board Which would employ competent officers and engineers 

to see that the mines were a.vstemat1cally w~rked. 61 This won 

the approval of ·?he Diamond Field as soundly based on the 

principle that the control ot· the mine should be 1n the hands 
. . . 

ot those opex-ating it. and The Diamond News suggested that 

fftfery draft a.mE~ndment be published to give the public a chance 
. 62 ·. 

to criticize 1t before it became law. One group r4 diggers 

peti tloned tor more t1m.e to think eLbout 1 t 1 others resolved 

that the Boa.rd should levt all taxei!U and a letter 'Wl"'1 t6:r to 

the paper worried lest southeY's phraae "supervision• meant 
. 63 

Government control,. 

The apparent 1mposa1b111ty of getting the individual 

diggers to cooperate on setting the fallen reef out ot the m1he, 

o.l though 1 t was a task olearlT beyond the scope or a113' ·.single 



parson o.s heav.v equipment o.nd export d1rect1on were essential, 

brOU@lt tho spectra of capitalism ever nearer. Soutlley bad • 

alw::110. realized that some day 1t woul4 need ce.p1 tal to m~ne 

properly. but ho mdo it his buolness to protect the individual 

tl.igcer ao lons o.s he could. Therefore be fought and. tllc>n 

t.."lrouc;h the 11m1 t ot ten claims per person 1n the ~l1n1ne; 

Ord!m.nc.o lihloh he felt tho major1tt or the diggers wanted.. 64 

t!ouspapers considered ea.p1ta11mn inevitable. ·Don't tight it, 

adv1$ed ;t'he Diamond F_teld, but t'r.V to gut de 1 t in the way moot 

benot1o1al to_ the · amll clain holder, and the Diamond Netr§ 

scorned the controversial clause 11m tlns claims to ten .per 

person as a relic of the "everyone for h1mselt and God ror all 

of us• sp1r1 t of the early days and unsu1 ted to the modem 

ideal ot tree trade. 6S .· 

~rvon was bombarded with letters explaining that wh11e 

1 t 1·:ns all r1e;h.t 1n the short term to crowd as ma.n.v persons as 

poas1b1o on to a ala1m, 1n th~ long run 1t would prevent the 

1notalla.t1on of the costly mch1l'1ery ·and the large scale opern.­

tione esaont1ol to the develop~t ot tne mines and the wealth 

of the province. A llmtt or ten ol.a.ims .per person, carnarvon 

tno assured, would not only pauper1ee t~e pr('sent diggers but 

prevent tuture J,rosper1tJ" tor all. 66 As Southey qulctdy p.o1nted 
' 

out, the w.ri ters ot tho so letters were teyilt(J to· "get up •• a . . 
oo!!JlXU'l1' to bu.f the principal mtne eo .it could hatdly be con-

o1dere4 d1s1ntorosted advice. Ball, a member of the FI1n1l'l3 

Do:lrd tmo had been moat act1 ve !:n· trttns to persuade southey 



and. other monbere of the council. not to l1m1 t · ola.1ms, hoped. 

to clear t\10 or three hundred pounds 1f capt tal1Stl was allowed. 67 

Furthermore. Southey wtll"ned, 1t the Ordlsnco were disallowed, 

tho problem of the number of clAims per person would revert 

to tho d1tmors committees which was the last thing the . 

proprietors wanted..68 

Currel" had beaded a oomtni solon to stud~' .. the 1seue of the 

number of claims per person tn February 187:3• · or the twentJ­

tour persons asked for their opinions, eighteen were e.e;a1ns.t . . 
·un11m1tod ownership of cla1m.s, retleqt1ns the Views or the OFS 

d.o.;va men the llm1 t was two claims per. person. and reel11'1B ran 

hic~b o.a;s1nst the 1doas of' oop1tal.1sftl drlvlns out the working 

d1Baor. 'rhe members of the commission concluded. that the mines 

tWrO SO d1tterent that it would. be best for each mine to decide 

for itself how marur claims to allow. Kimberley, for 1nstanoo, 

mo r1oh and had no probl.em WS.th debris so the 1ndiV1dual 

di(Mer there mo all right. Others had wst a.tlounts ot deb:r1e 

· lfalch would require "either coo~tlve ao~1.on or capital." 

CUrrey noted that between the time ot the survey and the 

tro.m1ns of the ordinance, tho disastrous :flood112g of the minoa 

had proven tbo.t· even 1n face of ·a major cr1s1s, the dlgge:rs 

ucre still too fu11 of the old go-it-alone spirit to contribute 

t"1vo sh1111ll8s each to have· the l'41.01e mine pumped out. 1'h1a 

1no1dent, CUrro; felt, made most of the 41ssers toel that capital 

niaht be needed.69 However, Sot.U;hey was so sure that ho was 

· :riaht 1n oons1der1ns eap1tal1mn to be disastrous, that he 



persuaded the Leg1al.at1ve Council to pass the ten claims 11m1t 

over the object1ons Qt A:t"not and Shlppard. who wanted .to leave 

the·waT open to capital if lt should.beoome essent1a1.70 
. . 

Southe~ put the ordinance into etteot as soon ae passed 

because. as he explained to Barkl3', the diggers were impatient 

for action. Although·carnarvon had =lssiV1ngs over tbe clause 

11m1t1ng el.atms. he did approve 1t (With a stern a.dmonit1on · 

to southe1 about 'ending Ord1naneee on tor approval at· oncc).71 

The Mining Board addressed 1tselt at once to trying to get the 

water out of the 11\1nes, but bogged down ·over whether to g1 ve 

the contract to the lowe•t bidder or the man known to be the 

most reliable, and were still arguing this out 1n June while 

halt the ol.a1ms laid idle under water. 72 

The obvious _,.. to eliminate the digger-proprietor problems 

was to have the Government buy the farm and then 1 t could keep 

What 1t wanted tor publ1c·purposes. se11 the stand lots and 

regulate the mine tor the good ot the people as a whole. 

Although southey brought th1 s up t'rom time to t1me • he never 

pushed. 1 t W1 th real enthus1amn until 187 5 • perhaps because he 

doubted 1f money from the Br1 t18h Treasury ·would be forthcoming. 

(It was usually more difficult to get money to prevent trouble, 

than to get the same sum or more to cope atter-.rds) • It has 

been ea.1d that the British Government paid o:nly tor disasters~ 

and althoUgh the d1ff1cult1es ot the Southey Government hardly· 

quality tor so grandiose a term, had the petition of the diggers 

and inhabitants or Oolesbers Kopje to purchase Vooruttzight 



in Januar1 of 1873 been acted upon,73 the Whole story ot 

Gr1qualand West would have been quite different. A Tear later 

Dr. Graham moved in the Leg1alat1ve Collftcll that the Government 

should buy the diamond bearing properties, but w1 thd:rew it 

when C\lrreJ" pointed out that the question ot the ownership 

ot the diamonds l!hould be settled first, 74 It, a a Southey and 

Sh1ppard were certain, the diamonds belonged to the Crown, it 

would d:J'V'1oualy influence the prioe. 

The queation remained in abe)'&nce w1 th Southey worrnng 

about price, the proprietors putting out teelera and the people 

petitioning for action until Jul7 18?4. Then Ebden made a 

firm otter to aell the surraoe rights ror eight ,1eara, purchase 
a.t Dr.es;nt derived fz:2~ tht estate leaving_ the question of coilipensution 

of rentiiJ. or revenuer x·or diamonds to ~ completed later. 

Barkly tound this unacceptable because it counted on an un­

d1m1n1shed .Yield ot diamonds tor eight rears. Then Ebden 

mentioned that he waa senc.U.ns the correspondence between BarklY 

and his la.w.vers to the President ot the OFS tor comment. 

Thereupon Ba.:rkly !exploded at this "unwarranted" and •unprece­

dented" act of transmitting his letters to the Head ot a foreign 

state and broke ott the correspondence. 75 

By March 1875 southeT was determined to bU¥ Vooru1tz1cht 

and although he thought eight7 thousand pounds should be the 

outside price, believed the Government could get baolc one 

hundred thousand pounds trom the sale ot stand lots alono.76 

A digger named Paton started a subscription and Hall and 

Company were reportedly trJ"1ng to bu,y 1 t before the Government 
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d1d. 77 Assured. against financial loss by Paton and his group 

end spurred to .speed. by Ball, the Government f1J1tii,lly offered 

to bu;v Vooru1 tztebt. f. or one hundred thousand pounds subject 

ot course to Ol:rrt.tn'Von·•s apprOval. 7S It was "the one thing 

·of all things calculated to place Governmental matters on a 

mt1otactory foQt1UG" and h1sh t1me to end. the e.molasous. 

position or a Gafernment Which built ott1oes and worked upon 

prtvate Pl"operty and controlled a d1a.mond mtne fOr absentee 

le..ndotnlers. However 1t mo observed. that the off1c1als in­

volved, Southey. Barkl.1' and. Car:narvon had been very slow and 

very cautious. They had onlt bought 1t when it had been 

cuaranteed a~1nat a loss and had lost fou:r .tears in the do1ns 
' 

dttr1118 wh1oh time Kimberley might have b~oome a tlour1sh1ns 

town.79 

By the ttme carnarvon • s sanction arr1 ved 1n August, the 
. . 

app11eat1ona from ste.nclhold.;,re had reached ninety-nine thousand 

pounds. In tour years tho purchase trould be repa.1d. 80 

Ba:rkly wrote to Carnarvon that the _result of the whole 

tran$QO.tion seemed to be that after wov1<U.ng for a.ll existing 

debto and lta'b1l1 ties Elnd. completing the public 't'Torks there 

t1ould still be eno'U.gh surplus to relieve. the Prov,tdenoe trom 

all dons~ of fina.noi.al embarrassment just as southey _had 
81 ' 

prod1cted. 

As soon es the ptUtchase tms completed, si,:teen hundred. 

pounds were received from stand holders to purchase thetr title 

front the Governttent at elght S"oars purchase of the present · 

-Ill-



rental. Ctlrtnrvon onee asa1n . struck a sour note saying that 

he had read an article .1n the Diamond Field wh1oh said that 
. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 

atandholders who did n.ot purchase would lose their stands and · 

that although he thou$ht this was probably .false (1fh1ch 1t was) 

he wanted ful1 and clear 1ntormat1on on .all important matters 

Which he seldom 'reoe1vect.82 

Southey was ho];)eful ·that the acqu1sl tion ot the people 

Of a direct stake'tn t~& prov1ti.C~ might end the vlolont 
- . . . 

pol1.t1cal agitation Which ever sinoe the· <U.ecovery ·or the vast 

wealth of the. eou:ntr1 had made the .a~U1strat1on of the Govern­

ment so d1ff1oult.83 

-112-



FOOTNOTES 

1. J .B. curre.v, fialt A centurlin south Afrlca, unpubllehed 
llltlnuscript, lS~DI, pp, 2ili & 22,. t 

. 2. F, Boyle, To .. tbe ca~ tor ,D1e.mo~, London, 1873, P• 1.86t 
<h Beet,. ~e gra!@ Qlq §iis of ~e Diamond F!elds, cape · 
Town, .1~3 , P• ja; ·. . . . . · .. 

,. o, DOUGhtY. lfstlz Ple.mond nau, P• 211. 
. 4 I eurreu' B;a;Lf ,a·. ,Centm;-;t.· pp. 226-227. 

s. G,w. 2t 30 Deo. 1873. 
6 • . G\-! SO, pp .. 147•152• Southey. to Barkl.1, 2.3 t•'Jaroh 1S73t 

Gtf lBO, lh 21St Southey to Ba:rkly, l t4ay 187,3. 

7, ~e. ,Dlamorid l'rewg, 26 Apr11 187.3. 

8, The Diamond Field, 2Q December 187.3. 

9. Gt4 182, P• .58• southey to Barkl,v, 16 November 187.3• 

10. · GW 180 P• 268• southe1 to Barkly, 5 June 1873· 

11. Gl1 18), Between pages 133 & 134• Letter from Southet to 
the Bishop o~ Ilatal, 17 I·1arCh 1874 • . 

12. ~e D1am~nd,P1el~, 3 october 1874. 

1). Bo;vle, To the OaR@ toe Diamonds, pp. 244-.5. 

14. Gl1 180 l:h 25la Southey to Barkly, 18 I·laroh 18?3. 

15. J,w. Mathews, f!.D., IncwadJ..~mi, i'lew York 1887, P• 2oa. 
16, Dl! Diamopd !ow~a, 22 May 1873• fbe Diamond f!~W&h 2.5 March 1875. 

17, ~e P!amom\ ,News. 1:3 Sept, 18731 ::.Oe ,D1amopd Field, 20 Sept. 1873. 

18. H,C, Soull:v, RejlN:~ceno.fts ot a ,sou~h Af~toan P1onetr, 
London, M1 1~ p, 99.. . · . . 

19, The D1mnd Newg, 14 r.:a;y 1874, An observer·ln 1891 said 
that ~ can sentiment at that time elevated IDB1sm almost 
to the level tr- not aboVe the level ot actual hom1clde' 
Lord B, Churchill, Men, MlJl!i &,Ardmals 1n.,South Africa, 
Lond.on., 1892. ·' 

.. 



20. ~:.p, Tet3'lor, ttfr,gan 'll:f!8Uj£Etl, London, 1932, P• 232. 

21. A. Trollope, Quoted 1n Doughty, Earll Diamond na.zg, P• 180. 

22. m1 182, P• 2• southey to Barkly, 7 Nov. 1673t GW 182 P• 7• 
southey to Darkly, 20 Nov, 1873J GW 182 P• 96• Southey to 
Darkly, 3 Dec, 187'· 

2 3. see Trade 1n t~rms, p. '4-<l-l<> 

24, The !]iamond Newg, 1 April 187). 

2.5. lbe Diamond Newa. 24 April 187). 

26. m.; 180 P• 339 a southey to Darkly, S Jult 1873. 

27. ~ Diamon~ Newu, 3 June 1873• GW 190 P• 296• southey to 
~ la,v, 19J'une~B73. 

20, GW 181 P• lOr southe1 to Darkl1, 26 June, 1873• see Actmint~tr~t~j 
constitution p.~~l· 

29, currey, lfalJ' a C!nturt• P• 216, 

30. GW 183 P• 286• southey to Barkl.v. 1 July 1873• 

Jl, Gi·T 180 P• 140• southey to Barkl..V, 14 Maroh 1873• 

GJl 22/33 No. 29• Bark18' to Kimberley, 13 Maroh 1873t G:·: 3 
l!o, 27• Dark17 to southey, 29 1~9' 1873• 

GH 2)/33 No. 115• Darkly to Kimberley, 14 Oot. 187). 

GW 1no No. 36• C1arl'J8Lrvon to Bark1y, 11 April 1874. 

GW 2 I 12 February 1874 • 

aw 183 P• 7t southey to Darkly, 12 Feb. 1874. 

GW 182 P• 161r southey to Darkly, 31 Deo. 1873r GH 28/95 
E 40 southey to Darkly, 24 narch 1874, 'rh$ Diamond uews, 
11 April 1874, reprinting an account trom the §jiSl 
ue&net Advt.rt1J§: of the event. 

J8. G¥Z 2 & 11 Harch 1874. 

39• GH 18,:3 P• )1• Southey to Barkl.V, 28 Feb. 1874t GW 18) P• 
132• southey to Barkly, 2 April, 1874. 

11-0. Gl1 18) P• 63r Southe1 to Barkl;v, 10 March 1694, 

- tl4. 



41. The Diamond Nm. 24 January l874t The Diamond News, 
tz;; Feb. 1874. 

42. GH 23/)2 No, 49t Barkly to Carnarvon, 17 !.fay 18?4. 
' 

43. GW 3 No. 93• carnarvon to Barkly, 25 July 18?4. 

44~ Gl'J 184 P• 52a Southey to Darkly, l Sept; 1874t lb!. 
D&amond ,F&eld, 3 Sept. 18?4. · 

45 •. GW.184 p, 5?• southey to Barkly, 2 sept. 18?4. 
46. GB 2)/32 No. ll4a Barkl.r to Ce.rDl.rvon, 14 Sept. 18741 

«'h• D1aao d F e d, 5 Sept. l674a tht, Standard f·le.1!;. 
quote n e a.mon New • 19 Sept. 187r&. · 

·47 •. l)le BJ.aqto;nd Nell• 19 Feb. 1874 •. 

48. GW 2t 2) Apr11 1874. 

· 49. Gt~ 3 No. 68 t Alfred Ebden to Barkl.V, 5 l·fareh 1874. 

·so. GW 3 No. 6Sa Barkly to Ebden, 12 Mat 1874. 

Sl• GW 2 t 29 April 1874 • 

52. GW 3 No, 68t Barkly to Ebden, 1) May 1874• GW 3 No. ?Jt 
Bark1y to Ebden, 2 June 18?4. 

Gtl No.- 76t Barkly to Southey, ll June 1874t G\<1 28/93 E,. 
76a southey to Barkly, 18 June l874t GH 23/32 No. ?6, 
Barldt to carnarvon 0' July l874r GW ) No. 8.Se Darkly to 
southey 9 July 1874. · · · . 

. . 

· !)4. GW 18) pp. 248-249• Southey to Bon. J .n. Barr . .v. 13 June 
w~. . . . . 

56. 

GW 3 Ito. l05c Barkly to southey, 2 sept. 1874• GH 23/32 
No. UOs Barkly to ca,ll!\r'Von. 11 Sept. 16741 .Gv. 3 lfo. 11? • 
Barkl.v to Southey, 17 Sept. 1874. · · 

12/4 H 48• southey to ~klf~ S sept. 1674• GY 12/4 0 76• 
Southey to Barkly, 17 Bept. 18?4. . · . 

57 • fbe Diamond NfWh 3 Feb •. 1874 •. 

58. GW 2 I 26 Feb. 18741 23 Apr11 1874t 2? June 18741 17 ' 
Aug. 1874. ·· · · · · ·· . 

21 fbrch_ 1874t la:!fi Dia;and News, 17. ?.:_Jay 
17 May 187)1 The iiiO . Niii, 21 1/larch 



. 60 • Xbe Diam,ond. News~. 16 O_et~ 1873• 

61. ~e J)iamond. New~, ? March 1874• 
. ' 

62. r~ D1~mond I;ews, ~9· Ma:re~ .1973; fh~ Diamo!J..fl F~ielst 
i"WMareii 18z4. · · · · 

' 
6:;~ IJ.'he Diamond News:, 26 Ma~eh,_ 2 April~ ~·o Apr11~ 19. ·May. 18?4, 

64. 

. ' 
66'~ 

67,. 

Southey t~ Shepstcme,,.29 Aug., 1870, •. Quot~d. 1n tlltlmot, 
L1fe._~of .sou.t.he;y:. p, 190:.: - . · · · · ._ · . · 
chl J.84 P·• l5:t southey to~ Ba.rklY• 15 Augj 187l.J;• 

. . . •. . ·, ·. 

· fhe D1alit~l'lst Field" 10 Jan~· 1674• ·The ri"1amond. Newsj ·10 
Oct. 1874• · . · . . . . . . . · ·. 

> • : • • •• ', ••• • 

GW :3 t'io~ ·. 89J $al:"k1Y' to' Southey, 22 July 1874, . . . . 

GW. 183. ppf 316-Jl?; Southey t<> BarklY~· ):june 1874~ .. 

'. 

6.9• . Gt.Y .:;. N~. 94t · ·Ourre~t:•s Memo .on tn.n~ns .• August 1874. . 
• u • • . ' • . . . 

10. GW :i83 P• 31.1• .. SQuthe·y .. to ~a.rldy~ 30 Ji\l·y., .18?4; 

. 71 ~ qa 1/Vl Nch ·3 t e$t!liarVort to 13arkl;r, · 4 Jan• . 187 51 Ot;r 3 
fl89 • ~rJd_;r' ~-~ southey, · 22 J.t\].~ _lfJ77. ; · · ·· .. 

72• :tli$ Dia!!!Ana· N!!'lh 'i.; & 22 ·ootober 1874~. 
'-, --- - ' ' " 

ne Kie'tdet, l:geJt~al Factor, 'P• 9i:# '!'he Diamond !'Jews .• · 
21 January 1e73:~ . · . . . , · · ·· · · · · ·· 

Gtl, 2» 30 '-!anuaru ta·7.4i The. Dia.mor.\<1 Ne'ws~ :31. JatH 1874·. 
' . . - . . l '• . . . . ~ 

qw la·; P• 8ltt sou:th$1 .to B$;rkly, ·14· fi!at.'ch, Gli l2/4t . 
southey tQ. ~rkl;r. 25 Mar.oh 1874: GW ~:+83 p. 166 s so~they 
to, ~~r.kly ~-. 2 -~~· ~874 •. <;w~' ~'.931 ::'6w\~.'.\o~ .~o&~ ·~. 'fu1t(~r&14. 
GW 184 p9.ge bet. :318 & 319 t ·.southey· i;o Ba:rklYt ll March 
1875t. GW 'l85i· southey to Barkl;v. l7'Apr1:t 1875•· ·. . 

' ' ' . . ·. . ._. '.- - '. 

?7. Gt4 l85c southeY tb laa.rklu. 8. :t/Jay 18,75.i. GW 185, southey 
to .Ba:rkl;v; 13 F.~au: 1875.· · ·· · . ·. . . · ·' · • · · · . · 

~ . ' . \' . ' t 

78 •. GW :12/6 No .•. 63: ·.southey. to Sarkly,· 20 May.l87.5•· 
. ' . . •• ' . . ·,' : t ' ''!> .• • ' '. ' • ' 

19· The t),te.m?nd; Neist• 22 .r.'la;v 1875: 'l'lle Diamond N~ws,, · 24 Aug. 18?5· · 

80,. GW 186.: South~y to the .Hop. Robert Meade. ·19 Aug~ 187.5 • 

. . 



81• GH .23/3' IA,l03t Darkly .to Cflrnarvon, 7 Aug. 1875. 

82. l/71 fL 102 J carnarvon to Barkly• 20 Sept • 187 5 t 
. en 23733,. I'JalJB• Barkly t() carnarvon, 29 nov. lB?S. 

83. GH 28/96 E. lO:h Ba.rk).y to Carnal--von, 7 Aug. 1875• · 



CHAPTER . SIX 

ACTIYE OPPOSITION TO SOUTHEY'S ,,GOVERNME~. 

In J'uly 1874 the M1n1ng Board was elected according to· 
. . 

the rules ot the Mining ordinance passed· 1n ;tune and Ling. and 

Tucker, :two tOl"mer ·leaders ot the D1ssers . Cotmni ttee were 

-elected to 1t. Tucker, who had been defeated in the elections 
. . . 

·. tor the Legislative Council. :b.v Thompson, chaired a. mass meet-

ing on 1.5 August at 11h1oh the Gov~ent ·was violently crt tioized 
- . - ' . . . . . . . ·, 

. and a V1g!lance committee W$.8 appointed,·. Alf'red Aylward• .who. 

was to play a prominent. part 1n the· subsequent events· made his 

first appearance at; this time. ·A.vl1ftlrd, who was fresh out of 

jail tor ·shooting a fellow digger after a quarrel was s tall. 
. . 

. . 

stout dark man W1th a. full . bea.~d and eyes ot· ·a 8 dark and 
. . . . . . . . . . 

sln1ster aspect., according to a contemporar.r crlttc. · "Brusque . ' . 

and intolerant to the verse Ot rudeness ... h1s imperioue manner 

lftlS almost irresistible to the average digger". , A born 

agitator, o1ever ~ker and br111.1ant writer, Aylward had 
' . . . 

. . . . . 

no :ParticUlar oomp1a1nt against Southey. nor stake '1n the 
. . . . . . 

·country, b~t as an ardent Fenian from Ireland. he felt th~ 
. Diamond Fields offered a ohanee' to pl-act1ce h1s talent for. 

troubl.e making against Br1t1sh rule,1 , .. 
. - - . . 

A more lnodera te leader of this ·Qppos1t1on group,· Sean 
. . 

(whom southey mistrusted because. h~. ·was.·~ ·rrtend ot Suyskes) 

wrote to Southey about a "string of tb1ngs,. the diggers wanted 

the Government to do and a~ked Southey to receive a deputation . 

. · - t!1f-



. ' 

from the committee.. southey replied that he did not reoogntze 
. . . . . . 

a committee wtth no legal .or executive author1t.Y for 1ts . . 
. . 

existence and the7etore would not see a· "Deputation* al.thoue;h 

he would see 1ndlviduals, · A second "see ~s or else" letter 

followed threa.terd.ns a diaturbanoe.2 

In respol'18e to this threat southey appo1~ted. several extra 
. . 

justices ot the peace amons •men. of 1ntluence among the business 

people" of 'llb1eh three. were from the Jewish oomnnmtt.r, and 

aaked captain Marshall to oome \rp tr®l the Orange B1ver with 

ten mounted men to take CO'lllmllt.nd of the constabularJ' as Percy, 

the Ch1et ot police, was -considered by Southe.v to be too 

fr1endlr w1 th the Buyakes group to be. trusted, 3 . The disturbance 

did not mater1alt.ee and Southey reported to BarklYt •:x know 

that I have the great boct,a' of' the peoplt~t With me, and the 

ae;1tat~rs know that it is so ... z. Barkl.v relayed all this to 

Carnarvon 11'1th the rather negative comment that. he saw no 

reason for suppos1ng that Southey bas •aoted otherwise ·than 

w1 th the requ1s1 te 41aoret1on an4 t1rzmess", BarklJ' hoped that 

a very larse percentage of the people were on the etde or latr 

and order. S carns.rvon agreed. that Southey seemed to have acted 

With judgment.6 

'lbe leaders renamed themselves a "Co:mmtttee or Pu.bito 

Safety" and peti ti.oned the Queen to send a Royal CoJDllllaston 

to 1nqu1re into the "grave and manifold ev11a• caused by an 
. . 

unsu1table and 1nett1c1ent government, 'lhe1 began by declaring 



that the OPS had ma1ntat.ned law and order over more people 

. w1th lese expenstu then went on to compla1n that when the 

High Comm1se10DfJl" had prevented the comm1ss1oners f'ro~n 1s8Uins 

meaiJU'I'e.s 1nd1spensable t<> tbe security ot the diggers (1.e. 

no olaima to non-wh1 tes) he had calmed the people by prom1e1ng 

a constitution like Natal'e, but that the const1tut1on wh1oh 
' ' 

they were g1ven differed wtdelr trom Natal's 1n s1v1ns ~oh 

less popular representation. Southey c~ented that thls was 

more h.lator.v than grievanoet that the OFS regime m1sht ha:ve 

been cheaper as the •corner• Qt Gr1qual.an4 Vest 1 t . controlled 

was adm1n18tered &.s ~t ot the Whole Free state, but there 

had been no *la• and order• aa the d1ggere had ruled themselves 

and the OFS of':tiotals too and 'tdtat the present agitators. 

•nted •• to revert to the OFS system under which· onlY llh1 te · 

men could hold olaims.7 

Southey •• sure that moet ot the people ln the prov1nce 

were w1 th him and that the better class· ot people counted upOn 

h1m to be fb!•m. 8 Southe3"'s d1tt1oUlt1es Wltb the diggers 

stemmed trom a totall~ cU.ttet'ent approach to the· mines Wh1oh 

he eona1dered. a tremendous r•sourcf! not onl.1 ror the people of .. 
. . ~ ,I - . , - . 

Gr1qualan4 West but ot all ot Scnith Atr1ca 1nelud1ns the 

· educated an4 o1v11lz~d nat1VfUh '.ftl• 41ggers felt that the 
~ ' ' .- . . ~ 

mines should be run tor and b~ the mlne~s. As. l~ns aa .the 
, ' 

off1c1a.l meabers ot · Oovel!Dment backed ·b7 'Jla~kl7 .b&d the deciding 

vote. they woUld. never paaa the tlle&~e• asat,nat native claim-. 
I • 

holders so much deslred l)y 1:!l&l13" ot the /whS.te diggers.. southey 

' i 

' ' 



i 

also felt that 1t would not be a good thing for tho province 

as & whole to g1ve "greater power and control over legislation 

to the hands of the people e1'1&'5'sed 1n m1n1ng operation who 
. - . 9 
have no real propertY, or fixed abodes 1n the country. " · 

Aeoordlng to southey the statement which ea1d th1s in­

.sutt1c1ent representation ot ~· people ma.de the~ powerless to 

prevent unnecessary taxation and measures of a despotic and 

arbitrary character needed ·more •particulars. • ·The aocust1on 

that the Government .bad not given a detailed statement of 

accounts was fa.lae Southey said, as the accounts had been 

published tor three quarters ot the 11ear. lfilether the 
' ' 

pet1 ttoners statement that the Covemment •s pollo.v was bri~ing 
' . 

British rule tnto disrepute and 1mped1~ confederation was, 

3outhe7 pointed ont, "a matter or .. ·optn1on." 

southey took exception to the charge that the Government 

tas antagon1z1rag the people b3 refusins to receive a delegat1on 

and by arm1!18 the natives asa1·nl!rt them, cla1m1ng that their 

speeches proved that 1t was the men at the top ot the list 

ot this pettt1on who were tr,11ng to excite antagonism to 

eonst1 tut1onal authority. Southey stated that he had ll!lt and 

would not receive a deputation representing the co~ttee or 
. . . 

Public Gatety which he considered an illegal organ1£at1c:m~ As 
' . . 

to arming the nat1vea, non•wh1te oonatables .were armed. only 

When guarding non-white convlots, 

southey aclmowled.ged the truth of the chargee that the 
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Government had ne1 ther settled the latJd question nor 1soued 

t1 tles to tho land alrea.d7 occupied, explllln1ng that was 

because the Whole 1 ssue we too important to be hurried. The 

petl t1oners also detlBnde4 that law proceedlngs be less costly, 

a. subject about which there had been cant complaints but 

· tm1eh the govel"ttt'lent was trying to reme~0and claimed that 

thousand~ of persons had been dr1 ven away because of the lack 

of jud1o1ous m1ntns regulatton to cope With IDB. Although 

tho pet1.t1oners · claimed to have exhausted all oonst1 tut1ona.l 

means to prevent the pass1ns of the l~1n1ns ordinance, southey 
. . 

pointed out that 1n the two months between the introduction 

of the Ordinance and its passing• only two petitions had'been 

presented. . ' 

Barklr forwarded th1a petition purpo.rt&dly signed by 

2265 9f the 1nhab1te.nts of Gr1qualand Heat. Although southOlT 

had nothlns but scorn tor those who signed, suspecting e.J.most 

ha1t' to be from the o~s and the BAB and t1nd1ng "very tew tr 
any persons of sub~ttanoe" a.m0l16 them, he acknowledged thtlt . . 

d1saat1staot1on ex~sted and alwats had since the first ruSh 
. . . . . . . ].]. . . . 

Of' VSOPlO bent Oll· tnaklng their fortunes• Darkly agreed with 

Southey that the discontent of the diggers caused by events . 

over Which the government hBd no ·control au,oh as the rains 

and the low price ot d1Bmonds. had beeri 1ntena1f1.ed b;v the 

doterm1rut.t1on ot the Goverrunent to protect the nati-ve labourers, 
. lh~ 

.· Barkl;r enclosed an article from;)21amond ?1e~d, the organ or the 

Committee of PUblic safety, tth1oh attributed the ruin of the 



tth1 tes to the servant having been elevated in the name of 

~~aterboer and l~ntl to an equality l11th h1s mater 1n 

boldine property. It oondem:nod. the 1doa. or a union t>d th the 

Cape because of the colony's liberal nat1ve pol1o3' a.nd 

:rojo1ced ln the prospect of :t~1t1sh rulo not laot1n;; r!lU.eh 
~uo_lr.i\J WeJ.(, 

lon::;or in f!ai~ registered. h1s d1ntresa a.t cooing 

:-egpootable men of English origin (such as Tucker m1d. Bean) 

supporting so unjust and d1s1o,al a.n e.sita.t1on and could "in 

no wise reoommend the pre:ger or tho petitioners to your Lord.­

ohip' s favourable oons1d.erat1on • .,l2 

After the pet1 tion had boen forward.ecl, a tu.:":"ther meeting 

·uo.s held. to d.eo1da w1'la. t to do while "ai t1ng :f' or the Quoen • s 

response to what Tucker called "almost un1versa.l censure of 

the local EXecutive". Tucker hoped that the Dry D1gg1ngs 

could be returned to the OFSt labeled the Diamond Bunng 

C:rclinanoe an ~b1tmr1 1n.terf'erence w1 th privata r1ghtsa :tno1s• 

ted that the law for the :registration of servants had 1norec1sed 

the large, loafing black population and, in order to assure 

that no na.t1ve bo allowed to own a. ols1m. he wanted all licenses 

to be issued b.1 a board ot d1ggers. 

There 'WOre sone stirring speeches • "God fOl.'bid that any' 

other oomm:rm1 ty should have su.oh a tom of Government as this 

to the d1sgraoa and injury ot the Br1ttsh taame" or .,stead..r boys, 

otea.dyl close up, and bayonet them a.s the7 come on" as a. 

pr~aco to a propoQal that the prOY1s1ons or the ordinance 

ro:rv~at1ng the d.iamontt trade be ignored. Another spse.ker olalmed 
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that ,..it this country belonged to I·lr. t>taterboer, or captain 

t-taterboer or His Iiajeaty King Waterboern there tll1ght be an 

oxouse and. tl rooson :f'or tho llr1t1ah Gove~ent, but 1t did 

not and twenty-tour hours artor the English tle.S had been 

hoisted the natives started 1n w1th "drunkenness, debauchery, 

insolence and diamond stealing." 

·Aylward, 'Who b1nmed Southey's d1ff1oult1es on bls uev11 

advtsers't, presen.te4 a list of d.emand.a to the Government, 

attect1onatel.y called hie "cat o • nine tails •. '' He. called for 

a l1cena1ng board for all new licenses and m1nars • cert1t1oatea 

(1) and the suspens1cn of the D1atlond BU9'1ns and iH.n1ns 

Ordinances With the.subst1tut1on of an elected board tor each 

Dino with full and entire control (2 & 3). He demanded that 

deta.1led accounts from the beginning or t."'le Dry Diggings be 

·PubliShed and that the Government either pay for the removal 

~ the wate1-, roet and rubbish from tbe mines trom the federal. 

revenues ot the terri to~t or let the miners koep all the revenue 

!'rom the mine to PaY tar this. (4 & .S>. As to II1il he wanted 

oo~o severe penalt~es with o~nt1scat1on or property and ex­

pUlsion from Gr1qualand We$t as well as a stringent vagrants 

$Ot and the registration .of .. servants to· 'Wh1 te people .m:Gz• 
~1ere wore to be no loans ·or taxes until the Queen had replied 

to the petition and the L1eutenant...Cov,ernor was to remove an.r­

one e1a1m1ns land trom the. Land Commiss\on. The :r:neet1ns ended 

t..~th three oheera tor tho Queen. Tile Chairman had to step 111 

to prevent three s:r«lns tor the L1eutenant.;..Governor.1 ' . . 



The D~am~n~ ~ew~ commented tartly ~bat the expectation 

of jobs .1t Gr1qualand West were to revert to the ~FS explained 
,.... • < •• 

the d.ec1re of these. lead.ers tor that to happen, but what made 

them reel that .they had any right to decide who shoUld and. who 

should not .. have ola1me? Although· The I?&amond News had never 
' . . . - . 

liked the d1arJ1on.d . ordinsnce; 1 t pointed out 'that · the government 
. ' 

could not suspend a law· which ~d been pas~ed oonst1 tut1Qna.ll;y 

and suggested amend1ng 1 t wttere ne:cessart• · As to the other 

demands, it considered the idea of $D elective board "too 

extravagant ... uaid .Ina could be severelY punished as 1ong as 

1 t was olearl..v defined, that nat1'ttea could not be punished 

merelJ tor not working, and that it was not enough. to have no 

persons W1 th claims on th.e land board • . every member should be 

·free ot ta1nt~14 

NOM came a· critical moment when thirty-two ndelegei.tes" 

trom the public meetings asked to see Southey, and he refused . . 

on the grounds that he d1d not see ana need tor oonc1liat1on 

and thAt he could not commit unconstitutional aots.1S Southey 

could not meet the Digger's demandS tor ~easuree against the 

mt1ve d1ggers and he mav have been right tn h!s belief that 

by talking to thetn be would have given them more status. Bo't?'-
. . 

· ever, a rml effort to meet· the onoe sensible leaders like 

Tucker Jll13ht !lave reaul ted in· better understanding of each 

otht!!lr and some a.ot1on on practical matters such as the water 

in the mines or penalties for IDB. 

~e . m,amond FieJ:d • s comment that by refusing to meet w1 th 



the dele~t1on 1n a·. "friendly* sp1r1 t, Southey had slapped 

the door 1n the face or the moderate party oonta1ned a larser . ' . . ~ . 

grain of truth than was usual in thg_ Diamond Field • g allusions 

to the Government. Another· mace meeting was called to decide 

what to do next.16 

Ir1 Dece41ber J .A.· Froude,. on his faot t1nd1ng mission tor 

.. carnarvon. oame to G:r1qualand \'lest. . He met the leaders of 

the dissidents with Southey•s blessing, who felt Proude should 

set the Whol~ p1cture.17 What. he said. to them is still veiled 

in ttl3'Stery • He presumably •de no secret of h1s views that 

the Fields were unjustly snatched from the OFS and. that 

annexation ·had ~een a "cr~me. and a blunder" •18 But whether 

he actuall;r approved the .~ebel. a a~t1on, as they fl~sserted'' 
. . 

later, or merely agreed with ·SO ma.n:t. of their vtews, that they 

assume-d approval, i; ~ce;tain.19 CUrre1 adm1·t~ed that Froude. 

<tms a charming talker and a very agre~ble oo~pan1011, but tel t · 
vhrr .. ·· · · . . • . 

that h1rt'had "a sinister. purpose 1n v1ew" and •s somehow .. 
. . ·. . . ' ·. • .. 20 . . . ·. 
connected w1 tb the subsequ~nt tro]lbles. · Froude failed to 

charm the fiery Dr. Jifathews wh6 declared that Proude. "With his 

· cha:raoter1at1o. men~l twist • took a ~oat dlstox-ted view of 

everything h& saw, and instead ot supporting the Lieutenant• 

Governor,· disparaged h1m."21 

'lbe Christnae season of 1874 was not one of good cheer 

in Gr1qualand Weat. The mines were full or water and reef and 

because ot the stagnant econom.v, revenues had .fallen off badly. 

Adding to the general depression; lBS Southe;v•s despondency 



over h1s relationa wtth carnarvon which had 1ed hitn to think 

seriously ·of' rea1gning. He knew. -carnarvon and Froude were 

\forking tor confederation; but what they planned tor Griqua• 

land West wae unclear and he worr1ed continually about What 
' 

steps, if; any. they were taldne; to protect the natives and 

bow such a Dutch dominated group ot states would tit 1nto the 

British ~ire. 

the ,pjamond. News was no more oboertul.. Declaring that 

the.v were *doomed". 1t env1sae;e4 ••President Aylward eating h.is 

· cm:tatmaa pudding 1n the l'rea1deno1 • Thompson replaotns Currey 

as Seoretat-; to the Government, Bt.tYskes ousting Sh1ppard ae 

Attorney....a.eneral 9 lfhlch wou1d leave onlg that "man of the people~ 
' 

Giddy, in office and 1t Sbuddered at the prospect. The two 

newspapers e.greed on one thing only-not wanting to be annexed 
• t 

to the capet The Di.-.m~nd ,Newg beC$U$e Grlqualand \1estSv1ews 

would count f'or nothing 1n the la~er councils of the cape, 

and the ~amon<& P1el.4 because lt woul.d mean an "elevation of 

the native to the status so nob1y achieved tor .him by his 

1nJud1o1oue adm1rex"s on the D1aaond Field"' and be~use Ot.pe. 

Government would be removed troll tmolesol!le local 1nt"luence and 
. . . 22 

subjeet to corrupt officialdom. 
·, 

The next •Jor event was the appeal of the· Ling case mich 
. ~ . ' 

oa.mta bet ore the SUpreme Court·. ot G:riqu.land w•at in February, 

With Acting Reoorder Thompson presiding as Judge B&ny was· on 

leave. L1n.g, one of .the leading diggers, 1na1sted that he and 

all othel'" claim holders and d.1ggera had a ~rtect right to 
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occupf free of charge as much land as they wanted tor houses 

or sorting as in the OFS days. The proprietors maintained 

the;y did not. As a test oa.ee this was of enormous importance 

to the diggers, and the first judgment had been against L1ng. 23 

It was particularly unfortunate that Thompson was on the 

9eneh • as he had not only been employed by the proprietors 

before becoming Attorney-General, but in discussing the Ling 

ease had stated categorically that the proprietors had acted 

"N'i th great forebearanoe as to their rights when thet might 

have increased the diggings l1oenee to any ~ice they pleased. 

The Diamond ~1ewe felt that although Thompson wa:s a man or rare 

ability without an ene1!13' in either public or pri"?!lte lite. he 

should be relieved from trying this case as a.. judge should 

not have a preconceived opinion or any connection tdth either 

~~rty. A meeting, of shareholders petitioned Southey to appoint 
24 a special Judge ror this case. southey did not do th1s, 

prosumabl3" because 1 t would be an interlerence w1 th the d.ue 

process ot law, but when the expected judgment "t·:ras ~1 ven a.zo,inst 

Ling, the Government did 1nte~ene to ask for a stay of execu­

tion. 

Southey ex!)la1ned to Darkly thnt he had had the writ 

n~1nst Lin~ delayed partly to avoid a collision for which the 

Government uas not prepared and 1JBrtly beeause n~got1at1ons 

had. been opened to buy Voo:ru1 tzigt. He '£\."'ished to a'V"oid the 

position or having to "contend with the rnasa or tho people for 

the rights of the !'I'Oprietors • who :meet w1 th but 11 ttle sym!)!lthy 



here at any time • and who, since the d1 aallowanee of ord1nanoe 

iane far ree;ulat1~ ata.nd rents, are regarded as public enem1es. ,.25 

In his desp:.1.tch to carnarvon Dar1tly said that he he.d warned 

the proprio tors just after anne:ra t1on not to push th.eir 

SUl'posed r1Shts beyond.those the.v bad enjoyed under the E'ree 
. . 

Otate. Although he would do his best in the present. situation 

to carry out the decision ot the Law Courts in the!~ favour, 

ho vrorned Carnarvon that he "was not go ill£) to uae Br1 t1 sh 

bayonets for the purpose.Of ~king their speculations mo~a 

profitable,., t~s the Governmf)nt's attempt to arrange the question 

ot stand l1eenees had been disallowed, there were but two 

alternatives left in Barkl.y' s est1ma.t1ont to send -qp a m111 tart 

force to maintain the rights ot the proprietors, or buy the 

ta.rm. for Wlt1ch the owners were asking ill,000,000 •. 26 

r1r~ Halkett. a law.v~r tor the proprietors· tried to explain 

tmy tho owners thought Ling's claims to tree use of thirty 

thousand square yards of ground on the farm Which other people 

tmnted ~fere 1180 preposterous"t after all 1 the proprietO?-"St 

l1!tG Ling were 1n 1 t to make money. Besides the . Government 

should f.,ave taken over the tiU'm three 1ears ago •. Ling retort.ed 

that 1 ~ uas not ~the extent" but. tha ~1no1p1e ·that mattered, 

but h~ agreed tba t · the Government should 'take over the .P.a:rm · 
I. • 

on ~fair terms ...... 
' 

' 
· Al'l•rd proposecf a· resolution to support and protect .t1ng 

and ~~~er d1.ggera f~om 1J\fl"1ngement oft . their ~1ght~ to ~ tree · r ~ . . 
' ' . . 

enoa.npv.uymt and sorting. ground or an 1l).er.ea.sed tee tor stand 
. ' ' ~·, 



11oensee or a.n.v other 1nterterence·w1th the rights enjoyed 

under the F:ree State Gove.rnment and secured 'PY Ordinance Three 

ot 1871. In the· event of an attack, by which he meant any 

effort to entoroe the verdict. the Br1t1sh ensign reversed 

would be hoisted on the Kopje• W1.th a black tlag underneath 

e.nd everyone •e to assemble there, armed. 27 

Carnarvon's firm "non to the pet1t1on for a Royal Commission 

arr1 ved. 1n February 187 S, but 'b1 then no on:e seemed to care • 

. Events tuld moved on and London was vert tar away. Carnarvon 

ree;rett~d the "discontent and distress"· tor wh1eh he felt the 

only cure .would be a rev1va1·1n the diamond market. He aesumed 

that Barkly had not promised antth1ng about a constitution 

"1ncons1etent" with tthat he Md. an~.''·that Southey had not trif;ld 

to 1nt1m1date the pet1t1onert;. He agreed that a statement as 
. . - . . ' 

to the revenue and exptnditure shOUld oerta1l'Jly be given, and 

that those opposed to the lUning Ordinance ahoUld have protested 

sooner. Although turning doWn the Royal Comm1ss1on,. Carnarvon 

would consider an,y temperstp and r~sonable pr$sentat1on of 
. 28 . 

grievances. 

The Ayl.ward led d1ggera were not ln a temperate or reason­

able frame ot mind. ·ny m1d·March they had formed seven 

oompEJ.n1ea, balls and cartridges had been issued and dr11l~ng 

took place under the auepioes of a combined D1ggers·Proteot1on 

Associat1on,29 

Alarmed by all this aot1v1t.r, the bankers and business M~Y\ 

appealed to Southey to ensure peace and good will. As there 



had bean no overt act of hostility, southey was determined not 

to do anything wn1eh mtght provoke a coll1s1onw1th which the 

pollee could not cope, so w1th the approval ot his Executive 

Council, he simply 1 saued a proolama t1on a~inst taking illegal 

oaths or armtns and drilling. )O The. D,iamond. News ·nad already 

cautioned 1 ta readers e.p.1nst al1y1ns wt th a partt whioh 
' threatened to defy the·const1tuted author1t1osby toree of 

arms.3l 

The militants reacted to southey's proclamation bf issuing 

one or t!\ell" own 1n ihft Diamond E!,lA, the next day, headed 

With the Royal Arms and ending with "God save the QUeen" 1n 

1m1 tation · ot the ott1o1a1 form., 32 Atter. many proteestons of 

loyalty to the Queen th1a statement proclaimed that the Govern­

ment or Gr1qualand West had not only .,trampled upon" the rights 

of the ·people but had brought the •rtag of our. eoun.try into 

contempt• in the province, in the neighbouring Republics and 

among the tribes. The D!.ggers• Association pledged itself to 

protect lite and property and to ~1nta1n order, 1n view of 

the feeble'ne,a and inoapao1 ty ot the Government. 33 

Essent1eUt; aa Southey realized, 1t •s an errort to 
. ' 

take the Government 1nto their own hands. Southey explained 

once again that 1t wea·the Br1t1sh GOYernment's 1na1atenoe on 

the rights an4 11berttes of' ~her. subjeqts as well as ta1r 

treatment to natives tro~ other'areae who came to work 1n 

Gr1qualand West, whloh this seot1on or the coJZ!l:llUli1t1 f'ouncl 

intolerable, and reiterated hie dete~nat1on not to meet & 



deleg&t1on tr~ ~n lllesallsr oonst1 tuted body. :W Be ·was qu1 te 
. . . . . 

right 1n thla, w.rotelh' m,a.m~nd IJgs, adding that no off1olal 
. . . 35 

in allf Government anywhere was as aoceee1ble as southey, 

At this point Southe1 deo1ded the situation was too rn:uch 

trn: tbe Government of: Gr1qualand West to handle alone. On 

the ground that the lite and property or its o1t1zens •n 

1n jeopardJ'. he asked that cape Town send up a toroe, Percy 

agroed that an "adequate m111tary force" •• neo":&d. I1es.nwhl.le 

they would form a volunteer corps tX'OlD the "lo,al portion of 
. 6 .. 

the popu1at1on,•3 

~e EXecutive council met on 27 March to consider what to 

do next and 1n the d1acuas1on Whloh followed the tundamental 

divergence at po1nt ot vtew ·a.nd peraonaltty came out. As the 

diggers continued to patrol tbe tOWlt, $nd althoUgh so tar no 
. . . 

1no1dent against non•wh1 tea ha4 occurred, some had alreadg' 

left in tear, Southey proposed a sovernment notice asking well-
. . . . ' . 

disposed men to resister With the 3Uet1oe of the peace 1n caee 

of" an emergeno,v, · 1'he meeting •• to decide on the wisdom of 
· . Qn w\1eth4U · . 

this actlon, but 1t developed 1nto a 41scusa1~to tra to sit 

out the disturbance or deal With 1t. 

Sh1ppard believed that evertthlns would "blow over" 1t · 

the Government.. took no aot1on, aa b& felt the 4emon.strators 

lfero more &8141nst the proprlet<:Jra tban the sovernm.ent, He 

•" "no cause for pamo• but thought in vtew of the 1ntJ.ama­

b111ty ot the Camp with its m1xe.d p(,pulatt·on, 1nolud1ns women 

and oh114ret\ as wel1 as na. t1 ves 3ust arrived trom. the 1nter1or • 
. ~ 



1 t uas unwise to r1alt provoking violence. Also 1 t would be 

hum111a tins to the government • · · it response to ·the chance · to 
s1sn up was "lukewarm": 

G1dd3' also objected to this action ae likely to· exasperate 

thes malcontents and probablY' .leactmg to a riot,. He felt the 

men were 1o1*1 but had genuine sr1evaneea and euggested cutt1ng 

both taxes and. expenCU.ture and trnng to oono111ate them.. 

southey took great exception to Giddy's uae ot "lo~al'* asklne; 

how men could be called lo,val who aousht ref'orm by arms them­

sol vea instead. ot seeld.ng redress by lawful means and pointed 

out that they had not even petitioned the Executive o~ 

LeS1el.at11"e Counotla. · •ccno111at1on" would be· improper as 1 t 
I . • 

involved depriVing :natlve• or the right to o-.m clatrae.. southey. 
. fu . . 

41d not agree wl th these \Plewa b'Ut decided not/\ do~ an,tth1ng 

to precipitate a coi'Jtl1ct until he had enou.sh torce at his 

d1 spo-.1 to deal 1d. th one·. 31 

The Cal}! ArSYS • commented att~r the Proola•tton of · .19 
II- i-,- • . 

lhroh, that whatever the tl.()b mlstit think and 111 spite ot 
~ 

cheers for the Queen ••• 1t •a pretty olellr that the managers 

1ntend. to res1st the law ·..nd go tnt~ open rebell1on. 3B · Barkly 

sent all these ·documents to Carnarvon to llluetra:t• · "the ver:v 

unsatisfactory atate or things• at IU.mbe:rl,,..s9 camarvon 
. . 

answered in mid-~.a.v 'that he ~. alartaed about th1a dangerous 

stat~ of af'ta.l~a •. but felt ·.that sending in troops would be 

disastrous. 40. ;· 

Durlns this 8fflae. d1fT1oul t, Marcl'J. · ~outhey had the unpleasant 

·,, 



task ot tel11ng the Legislative oouncll that most ot 1ts 

pr1no1pa.l O:rdinanoee had been disallowed by Lord C&l:'llllrvon. 

(Ord1nanoe P1ve - Revoking the Proclamation ot Thompson and 
. . 

Csmpb&ll1 Ordinance Nine - which would have a1lowed the Govern-

ment to regulate stand licenses and ordinance ~el.ve .... :re Land 

tor publ1o purposes.) The land ord!nance was to be re·drafted 

and resublil1 tted as EIJ Ordinance Fifteen, southey• e request 

f'or a loan. 

By disallowing the laws by whlch t~e ~ernment hoped t9 

curb the exactions ot the propr1etors.tor the public good, 

Carnal"VVn paved the -~ tor the rebellion ot the diggers. It 

seemed to sn.-ove that lepl "dres.s •• not possible tor the 

diggers, and the authority of the Southey Govern~~ent which was 

already under aerloua attack, •• publicly· undermined. 

In spite of his bur~ and shook over the disallowano~, 

Southey, ·in a speech tb the Legislative Council, tried .to 
. . . 

put a brave raoe on the situation. He admitted that he. had 

not expected these measures to 'be disallowed; and that he was 

d1S4pt>o1nted. ·But he po1n~e~ out tha~ HMG had been most 

severely er1t1oal on matters atf'eotlns private propertl' and 

f1nan~11.ll arraJll*menta afl4 ttusseeted Griquala!id west .might 

well be g:t"Qtetul tor its pains. 

Aftt¢> much cons1del"'4tlon, c.arnarvon had approved, the 

t-l1nf.n..Er OrtU.m,nce. · · southeT bel1tWed. the t1me had not yet 

arrl.ved when 1t was ln the 1ntereat either Ot the prOT1nce or 



of south Africa to oilow the diamond m1nes to be possessed 

by ono or ttO'O COillPQnies. It should be caref'ull;v preserved 

tor all th.e poople, 

As to tho land • southey was so1ng to propose a. .la.nd court . · 0 

to bring simple, speed3" a.nd. inexpensive lust1cci to that com• 

pl1oated question. and. hopefull:v. Qnd. thQse doubts, suspicions 

end jealousies which had d! sturbed men • s minds since 1871. 

IIe reported on the land sales and said the general depression 

was the rea.oon the aoc01mte had not balan~ed.. 41 

The D~at:10nd t1ewg, under no obligation to be· loyal to. 

Carna.rvon, said that f'ar from being gra.tetu1 tor the d.1aallow• 

enooo, 1t considered them Uncalled tor meddlesomeness.an¢ 

c~ted. that "we can and must be allowed to legislate for our­

selves on loeal ma.ttersn. 'l'he Leg1sls.t1ve Council coUld not 

have stood bf and permitted halt. the trading popul.at1on to be 

er1ven awa~ by increased atand rates.42 

De.rkly appreciated how hard .this speech had. been tor 

southey and wrote to carnarvon hoping that he approved the wa.a-
1n which Southey had performed the delicate duty of' announclns 

the d1•11owa.nces of: the pr1nc1pal Ord1na.nces of the preceding 

eoso1o:n.4:3· 
. . . 

Southea- •s not w1 thout support. Ii'l January he had 

received an addreas signed bt two hund:re4 bankers, protess1onal 

·men, meroha.nte and others led by a Hr. Goodl1ffe, regretting . 
. . 

the charges 1n the pet1 t1on to the Queen and expressing 

a.c1Il1mt1on for the zeal whioh southey had shown tcr the e;eneral 
,. . 



welta.re. southey tn his fl.nawertns address· expl.atnad that he 

bad tried to uphold the .law 'ldtbou't reterenoe _to class, 

· colour or cond1 tion and to Sl'.\ow that the Government. had no 
rnru.r · · · 44 

more to break tbo law than any 1l1d1vid\Ull, .. 
~ . 

. . 

The ensuing period was one at tonc1ns by letter. between 

Tucker and Southey. Tucker wanted to ~ome W1 th several or 
hta committee to see Souther t~ discuss a long list o~ 

sr1evanoes, and to establish thereby otrtcial recognition of 

the committee. On 24 r-rch Tucker had submitted to CUrrey a 

number_ of speo1f1o. SU8sest1ons .including ncb tatll1l1ar ones 

as speeding up trials in the magistrates courts, eXpulsion 
' . 

ot I.D.B, offender regulAtions for the seour1tY' or the camp, 

a law forcing natives to work, and a demand tor the Mining . 

Board. to issue licenses to wb1 tee only. He •nted · the Ordinance 

about selling diamonds to be amend,ed. "in so far as it prohibited 

the buying ot diamonds except ln otf'toes" •nd to. discuss the 

general s1tuat1on, olailnln& that the d1tt1oult1ea between the · 

Government and the peopl6 were blamed by almost everyone on 

the presence •nd tld:V'ioe ot ·cun-ey. 45 

Due to the good ottioe or Ju~e Barry. southey agreed to 

see Tucker and h1s tr1enda as 1,nMXJ.dJl!:lg, but explained that · 

ln order· to tJha~ the l1oena1ng 1a-c1 or a.me~d ordinances, 

they woUld. ha.ve to petition the Legislative{ Council •. Fie felt · 
. ' . ' 

that the rectrtct1ons in Ordinance six had helped cheek·. IDB, 

but it the mjor1ty or olat.ms holders wanted a change, their 

op1n1on would reoe1ve every $ttent1on, He was willing to 

- rq~ -· 



listen to written suggestions about the trial of police cases 

a.o lone; as the rights of the subject be kept stead11y _in 

v1etq. He would be glad to d1$0UStJ the remaining subjects of 

a vagrant law, rogul&.t1ons for secur1t.v and ord.or and the 

reg1strat1on of servants With any person who, in a private 

capao1t,y desired an interview, but this otter was not taken 
up,46 

On two points southey was uncomprom1.s1ng, Be felt 

strongly that the issue ot ltoenses could not satel~ or 

properly be left to th~ discretion of an elective board and 

ho did not admit differences between the Government and. the 

people, only between the Government and a certain olass of 

the community ~mioh wanted to give itself powers and functions 

inconsistent with the rights and liberties of the td19le popula­

tion, He felt that 1f the community felt tne war Tucker said 

1 t did about Cttrrey, it me very badly intormed. 47 

Tttoker replied on 6 April w1 th e. letter obarg1ng the 

Government ot 1nd1sor1m1nate licensing w1 th an eye to getting 

the ree rather than to the character or those licensed and 

demnd1ng an elective m1n1.ng board, H& claim.ed that. the 

"liberty" allowed to _.Her Majesty's coloured subjects'' has 

become "license" ~ the most disastrous kind and described 

hordes of unemployed natives 11v1ns 1n wicked debauchery on 

the proceeds or !tolen d!Bmonds. He sarcasticallY amended 

his statement that Currey was. obnoxlous to all by saying this 
48 sroup liked him. 
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The Government replied tartls" tlw. ~ the coloured· popula­

tion tme · well behaved on the whole and. 1 t£:? observance of lav.r 

and order contrasted favourably with some others Who Should 

sot a. bettor em.m,ple. · If the. labourers trere frightened e. way . 

1 t l1ould be harmful to all the disgarti · e%cept those forming 

eo~n1es to 'bu.1 up the m1nes, Furthermore there seemed to 

be no point in a personal 1nten1eu. 1n v1e~ ot ·. the tone of 

rtr •. Tucker's letter. 49 · 

on 8 April• The Diamond news commented that Mr. TU.oker's 

"torribl.e SJ."ievanoe (was) that B.a. the .Lieutenant Governor 

trill not set the law at detlanoe by depr1v1ns the QUeen's 

oolou.rcd subjects or a. rlght wh1oh is thetrs andwh1ob H.ti's · 

RoroJ. Instruction dist1notly ·'orders, shall in no way be dis-. . . 

regarded, .. 

SoutheY kept Barkl.1 abreast ot . deY&lopments. He had asked 

Shippard to ascer~1n it the leaders had committed or1m1:nal. 

act1ons • .50 He shared with Barkl;r his susp1o1ons ot the 

"friendly" men who 11' theory were W~king to mediate between 
.. · 

tho Government and the diggers, wondering 1r they· had suoc~bed 

to tho lure of tree shal'es in the mine it the company came . . 

through (which southey and other members of th& Government 

had boen offered tor their. support), and 1f the object or the 

¥·rhole atfa.1r might not be to d1m1n1sh the value or ela1ms 
. . . . . . ·~ 

bef Ol'C the OOllll8»3 l!l1de 1 te bid a.s he h.fld . h1 nted to. Tucker, . 

Sh1ppard had badl:y shaken southey's confidence in him 

when he hs.tl gono down to cape Town and ld.th Barkly drawn up 



52 . 
the Land court Ordinance, w1 thottt consulting Southey.·· Now 

oouthey tolt that Ball had to.lten Sh1ppard 1n. souther's 

nos1t1ou ms indoed "not an env1able one" as his Government . . . . . . 

could not agree on any notion. southe7, peraonally, thougllt 

. the whole movenent could be pu.t down W1 th a· hundl;'ed. soldiers. 53 

The result or ·the a$1tat1on, ~110.tever the motives, 1~s 

tho paralysis o~ trade and the depree1at1on of property 1n 

tho mine, Currer thought. lt was 3ust the old leaders of the 

Diggers Committee naa.kins .a last bid for power,· Bo"trever, he 

did not think they would ha.ve dared ·'to so so far w1 thout some 

saeret understanding· that 1f th1nge went ba4.17, thet would 

not incur very serious penalt1ea.S4 (i.e. Froude•s conversa• 

tiona with them). 
. . . 

DarklY said that he was willing to listen to any complaints 

of the diggers, but be could not take not1oe or· documents 

counterf'e1t11'15 tho rorm ot govel"nment proclamations. Tucker 

o.nd L1ns claimed that the Royal Arms on the .. prool:a.Jila.t1on" 

t-Ja.s an error on the part of the printers, · reiterated tbe1r 

uoual complaints ae:-1nst the Const1 tution, heav:r taxes a.nd 

C'urrel/ and added objections to having to J>8.Y s1ok .servants 

and to haV1115 to pay the hospital tees tor workers in advance, 
~ . . 

because if the7 left ear4' the ·money WSS lost. Tbey \l1Sre 

a.rmoy0d the.t th• Mining 'S'uryey~ t :w1 th an ~armed escort, had 

bean oheokins to see 1~ their s~~ants ~~e properlY registered, 

tihon tho police were doins nothing about dissolute and idle 

natives. Only Barkly*s presence. they ()Onsi.dered,. could put . " l 



e.n end to the t~ca.l and vexatious measur$S o1.' the Govern­

ment and •1ntain the peace. 55 

southeY' relt that the great bodY or respeotable people 

were not seriously dissatisfied. (Given the depression and 

the atmosphere of a.n amed camp, no one could have been 

ospeeially happ7). As to the new complA1nts, Southey- pointed 

out that the hated hospital f'ees oould be deducted from the 

'tTor1~ol .. ' a first 't."eeks• '\m.ges and that if a native -.:es properly 

ree1,stered, he could not change jobs until his contract 

expired, but there tes much pirating of workers (offering a 

hiz.!ter t·ege) because of the lo.'boUl" shortage. The reguls. tiona 
Wt.rL 

a.bo:.1.t sick workers -.s neeessa1·1 to prevent the miners from 

s1~ply throwing sick natives 1nto the street.S6 southey•s 

trtatement that liard. was only- doing his duty 1n 1nvest1gst1ne; 

tu"l'registered servants, however, was onlY' a half truth. By 

ohooains this moment to send \<lard, who tes anathema to the 

dis,zers. poking through their claims to cheek on the workers, 

.:Jouthey 'i&$ deliberately armo.v1ne; the d1gsera, although he 

had probably convinced himself' that it was a routine duty. 

In the end 1 t backf"1red as a maneuver as all the pro-Govern ... 

r:.cmt td.tnesses vanished into thin atr so that no one was 

connoted., 

Southe~ '~a right when he said what Tucker and his group 

i'!tu1ted was power--to southey "unreasonable and dangerous 

po1:ern-to run the mines the way they tft;l.nted them run and to 

reg"..tlate the natives "properla'." Barkly had calmed them d.own 

-1..00-



once 1n a similar period ot dissatisfaction by "promising" 

(Bnrlcl.r seems to have been g1 ven to sta tetaents open to 

misinterpretation) them e. constitution like that of Natal 

which trould have given them that petrer. Hhen, in faot, the 

Government point of V1ow was g1,:laranteed to prevail due to 

the extra official member on the Legislative Council, the 

cliggers were b1 tterly disappointed.. When Tucker failed to 

i'dn a place in the election, he had ~ed against the Govern• 

ment and his "opposition to all legislative and other Govern­

ment measures, had no known bounds • .. 51 

The C"a<>vernment of Griqual.nrtd t; est conducted regular 

1nspeo t1ons of arms buying nnd selling, and a. t tl11 s time 

found ten cases of contraventions ot the cape Arms ordinance. 

including a canteen keeper named Cowie who, although not e. 

licensed dealer of arms, had obtained twent;v guns and sold 

them. to A;rlward. w'bether he appealed to the Association or 

the Association acted. on its own is unknown, but they 

announced that they would resist any attempt to carry out 

judgment against Cowie. 58 

Barkla', af'ter taottully pointing out that it -t-ms hard 

to judse the expediency and inexpediency of a course adopted 

to put down an insurrection as 1 t depended on both the real 

character ot the movement and the amount O'f fOl"ce at the 

disposal of the author! t.r, felt nonetheless that southey had 

been exceed1nP" .. Y imprudent 1n both t~ard • s inspection and the 

Co111a case. To Carna:t"'Von Ba'l'klY Qomm.ented aptly• "It you 



cannot knook a. ma.:n down 1 t 10 ·un'tdse to klok him in the 

shins. n59 

Cow1o was due to come before the :.Jagistra.te on April 

thirteenth. and on the twelfth the maloontents.·were d:r1111ng 

in the public aquart!s'with r1fles·po1nted o.t the·GoVe~nment 
. . ' 

offices and wherever thoy thought it would most exasperate 
. . . . . 60 

the Government and tho loyal portion of the Community. 

The Government had its volunteers and had been eetttng up 
' f • • 

its own detenses-the ja11, .tor 1nstance. was surrounded by 

a deep ditch with spikes at the bottom and sandbagged all 
61 . . . ' . 

around. As Currey pointed out • when there are tlfo e.rned 

groups in a small area.. a. oontrontation 1s .inevitable. But 

he wondered "tlh1' the diggers decided upon Cowie as their 
62 

oasutt belli, as no diggers rights ltere involved in h1s oa.se. 

South~T dec:reed business as usual .on the thirteenth, a.nd 

the Executive Council was sitting, in spite of the ra.ther 

ominous absence of th~ elected members. The rebels massed. 

their f'orces o.nd marche4 in triumph to a lar~ a.ebr1s pil.e 

where a long pole . wa.s set up 1n a cleared space, speeches 

were made and at the signal that Cowie had been pronounced 

guilty "a huge black tlag ~JaB run up to the top •• ~w1th 

tremendous shouts and cheers .•• • excitement renched/ 1 ts highest · 
. . . ' \ 

p1 tch". nen .came running from all sides 6~ fall in~ ~.load 

their .8\Uls, a~d fol'lJl up 1n lia:t"ket Square. · . L 
The Government plan of defense called tor ~ro ~~ups ot 

police, one lrt the prison. yart\. and the otner outside; th~ ,. 
I 

. ..: J.ol... f 



' ' 

Jlfa8l.-.te coart• , eo till\ U o.r 11ben the\ bl$.,ok tlAs •s 
''\' 

non.. the ttrst Sl'ftP ... .., to nep out to auarc1 the 

front tl tile aao1 WltiU.e .. 110084 fii'OGP Da!'Oh.e4 the prisoner 

Uft• cme ~ Jar41 to .. Pt'l80Jl• But the lnetttctent 

Pero7 f«r'80t to pl.aoe h poUu la tHat ot the court House. 

1~M ~ •• t'tiU. ot .....--... It •• a --.,. s1 tuatlon. 

But, wote ceser • ._ _, aJ1CW18 tM otttolale me11 wtth Whom 

1 t •• a prt.tt. an4 a 1'1-..-. to Ml'Ye and. •• soon •• the 

state flit the ••• •• Jmowl U\ere •• a.o laok ot YOluteers 

tor a Mrtloe ot w&48Jlts11' ~t &msw•" o•Aro:v. Me.rrlman 

artd others pat reYOlver• ln tbeil" pockets and •rohed the 

prisO!Uir dolm. 'l'tle polloe trom the 'l:'a1Tack8 were ori~·the 

lett ot Uhe 1lliiU.ft'eOt1an1-'• w1 th the Geran tl'oop out­

tlanld.ns them. eo the.re would ban been e.-s.oue oaaualtS.es 

1t &rJI' t1J1.11S ba4 taken place. Only one shot •a tired, and 

Poroy took the man•• sun • ._,.. At the sate ot the prison 

Il'Aroy 4el!lmde4 e.cli4Jielcm and asked the 1-.ders to oome 

t~. Llns and Tueker dld ao (AJ'l-.rd bad tled) and a 

oompromt.eo 188 rea.ol\etl to the oredi t ot all oanoerned, wherein 

Cowte•s tltty pound rtu •• po.ld by e. check no~ to be cashed 

until hie y waa appealed. "Colllston was at least 

deterred." 

SOUtheJ also save oredi t to the olvil sel"ftln~s. "There 

was a shout and e. ruah to the pl.aoes were the nrms were 

stored, a mountod mossenger gnlloped to the f'lagat&tf 't1hore 

Ayl.~ c~od :ree.dQ, q.t;,th the bl.aok tlag, the signal 1·ss hoicte'l, 
f.'' \ ·, ~ 
~ . 

' 



and a scene comtnenoed which must have ended 1n bloodshed or 

disgrace but for the calmness and judgment exhibited by the 

officers and·men o~ the Government who had to .meet the 
65 

emergency • •. 

The D1amo;nd Newq gave Tucker and L1ns credit. tor the 

oomprom1$e which. averted trouble and asked• a·s ·excessive 

cxpendi ture was one of their· Chlet oompla1~ts' if the tax­

pasoere reallY wanted to pay ten thousand pounds tor troops. 

It also recommended to the Government not to descend to the 

unwise and 1~1tat1ng course ot proferrtng petty charges . . ' 66 . . . 
ag19.1nst members of the Aasoo1at1on. 

southey promptly 1ssuec!l. a· proclamation declaring .that 

the 1~1-d!.sposed persons who openly assembled under arms 

and obst~cted the passage '* the ott1oers were. us.n rebellion 
. . 

asa1nat Her Majesty's Government~~ al'ld. called on all loyal and 

. l'rell-disposed persons to ·en:t"oll themselves for the maintenance 
. ·. . . ~ 

of law and order pending the ani val of the troops, 

Darkly who had. repea. ted.ly warned. aga1ut prosecuting · 

Cow1e, sent an outraged telegram when he he~d about the 
' . incident, regrett!.ns that southey had proce•ded with the 

. . . . '\ . . 
. . ' . ' . . . 

prosecution ot Cowie atter ~klY bad exp~es~ed his disapproval • 
. ' 

He oonaidered that both at Cape 'lown and ··1n EnSl&nd 1t would 
• Jl- . ~ . 

be considered that southey had provoked i~ coll1s1on tor 

tm1ch he. was totally unprepared an4 altho~'-~rkls: approved 

ot the call-up .ot loyal subJ~cts. to e~ol~ .. ar:d cooperate with 

the Government in its maintena~oe 0~;·~~ and order. he thought 
. ~ . - ' 



southeY" had made a mistake in proola1ming those who 

part1o1pe.ted in the .aftai.r "re~ls". 

Southey replied at some length that :while he had under­

stood that lt might not be desirable to ~oceed asain~t the 

supporters of the troublemakE;)rs, lt the Government could. not·­

arrest_ arm prosecute the leaders. he had not :realized no . ' . 

prosecuttons were-_ to be carried out. When Southey. had found 

out that a considerable arms trade .1fas supplying the dis• 

affected he looked into it and 1nformat~on wae logged against 

all those who had comm1 tted bl-eaches ot . the law. - All but 

CoWie aubm1tted themselves to the law' e decree, and when 

1nveatlga.t1on showed they had ·only. been careless the others 

were not prooeo.uted. As southey had already had, to drop-

the oaee asain~t those Whose servants were improperly rests­

tered tor lack ot wttnes•e8 and the Assoc1at1on1sts were 

eollect1'll8 money b;v. "extortion", Southey tel t 1 t would be 

dangerous !n the extreme tor _the Gove:rnment to back down on 

Cowie• · It had, be atf1rm.ed, had. a benet1c1al etrect as the 

Association had discontinued· their parading, dr1l.l1ng and 

patrolling, Whioh. might so easilY have erupted into riots 

and bloodshed, and 1t had bolstered the confidence of' the 

1o,a1 inhabitants who were stepping rorward,1n support of law 
68 

and order. 

Bark4r sent on to carnarvon southey" a own account of 
' ' 

the 1no1dent Whtoh underlined the "Mero1c support" he had 
. " 

' •: l . 

rece1 ved from h1 s starr· and the '' stpad1nese end courage" 

\ 
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i . ' 
' .. 

' 
displa3'ed by tho pol1oo, Which Bat-kly commended in h1s 

oovertns letter. Be told ca.rnD:rvon that he had alerted. 

but not sent the troops, and that he uas' awaiting a delega­

tion on tho way down to cape Tow to talk to him. 69 

For some reason never explained, CUrrey's me~o on how 

to deal with the d1eturbanceo, t1b10h was written at tho 

ssme t1me sa those of Sh1ppard and Giddy, ~s not sent to 

Barklsr untU mi<l.•AP%'11. • H1s sucotnot and. outspoken viett t~o 

that the leaders ot the Assoe1ation1ets were a little clique 

of desperate men, ex-oomrlots (Aylward), l:'ankr\lpts (TU.oker) 

and penniless adventurers, who Shotll.d. .be put down once and 

f"or all • •. :by- m111 tar3' toroe and under martial law" ·1f 
70 . 

neoesp.ry. · · Barkly was horrified and o.ou.l.d not tq'onder that 

the others d1seentec1 from Currey. 'He ais.o regretted Southey's 

proola.matlon declar111g the armed dissidents to be rebels, . 
' beQause .1n the event ot martial law, 1 t · made them liable to 

. ?1 
the death sentence. 

Barkl7 sent the 0Urre1 report on to carnarvon telling 

hi:rn that he had written a "strong lett.er" to Southey inform­

ing him that he ms shocked at CUrrey's. !'reckless tone" 1n 

advocating martial law and at southey for ~ot expressing 
. 72 

"reprobation". Southey was upset by these comments as he 

hims:elt approved or CUrrey' s standpoint at:td 'tel t, in :retro­

spect, that a strong show of au.thortty at that point might 
,. 

have ended the situation there and then,· had he not been 

. st-rayed by Sh1ppa.rd and G1dey}'J ~. As he explained to carnarvon,. 

-1~.;.. 
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Darkly contemplated a general amnesty to all except the 

leaders as soon as the Government had a sutt1o1ent toroe . 

to proclaim one wit.hout its being attribUted to fear. 

Barklr admired Southey• s 1ndom1 table calm and oourage in 

the hour ot danger, but had all along been impressing upon 

him the necessity of "assuming a more conciliatory attitude 

to1srds the diggers• who are• in all. Coloru.es, a d1ff1oult 

population to r:narJB.ge." The Executive Council of Gr1qualand 

\!est had requested the presence or a toroe as essential to 

the maintenance ot Her Majesty's Governtllent in Gr1qualand 
?4 

liest. 

During the last tl(o weeks 1n April a sort of -.rmed truce 

reigned. "No overt act .. and no armed men appe&T1ng in public 
~0 . 

. tor f\ days reported Southey .on the SfWenteenth. Ball, ot the 

H1n1ng Board, orgamzed anoth~ meeting, over the opposition 

or Dr. Mathews Who f'elt that the Board should not en.gage 1n 

politics . and w1 th the approval or. Mr, Sampson who said 1 t 

~h:,uld.. . (A man 'f!d'lo called the troops eca.~s had apt:arentlt 

gone too. feu- and ws hissed down), It was decided ·to send 

a deputation. supposedly representing the uninvolved diggers 

to Cape Town . to ae.e 13a:rk1y · and ask him to oome up and 

straighten everyt)11ng out. ~oker announced that 1f the 

Government would suspend all action, 1,e. enrolling men and 
. 75 . 

building defenses• his men would disarm. The Diamond Jjews 

took exception to the ·o·ond1t1on. sa¥1ns E?Ubmission must be 

complete. It oone1dered.·1~ f'ut1le to s~nd the deputation to 

.. 
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Barkly as surely the High Oommlsstoner enti~ly endorsed 
-~ . . 

southey's actions, · 

Darkly was very correct otttotally, and in basic agree­

. ment w1 th southey on the larger 1ewes involved, but he did 
. . . - ' 

not agree W1 th southey• s handling ot t)te ina tte:r,. partly 

beeau1e ot • fundamental dlt~erenoe or temp~ont and 

partl7 because of his po~,t! tion between southey and carnarvon. 

Southel' was a man ot actlort and pe:rso11allY' ·challenge! b7 the 

rebels. Ba.rkl3 was ·fl. cautious com.promiser, placed between 

southey,· who wanted troops, and carnarvon. his superior, who 

wanted Griqualand l-Test to be as calm as possible With no 

rocking or the south Atrtoan boat during his negotiations 

for Contederatton •. Batok13' lmetr tbat 1t he did send troops, 

southeY" wOUld have to be replaced as muoh for havtns cost 

tne Imper1al Treasury money as f'or havtns tailed to cope 

·with the digprG, tmd be may have felt hi$ Otm position WOuld 

be threatened bY such. an eventuality, as indeed lt was. H1lmot, 

Southe;v•s bioSraph~, telt that 1t Barkl;v-had gone up or even 

sent .an emisaa.r.v on 30 March when Southey first asked for 

·troops, to tell them that U!'lless the Assoo1e.t1on was at onoe 

dissolved and qUiet restored. an adequate m111tarY toroe 

would be sont .up at the expense of' the Province (which meant 
' 

the Kimberley mine and township) "the strong common sense or 
the bul.k ot tbe people would. have made them 11$ten to reason." . . 77 
Instead· he hoped that· soutber ooul.d. .rela' on ••mcn-al 1ntl.uenoe." 

The Aesoo1at1ontst• were at~ll arm.ed,and restless aft$r the 



Cowie incident Wh1~h. had e;a.ined them nothing, and southey 

teared a violent outbreak bGtore the troops anived, on the 

23rd of April Darkly wrote to Car:narvon that he hoped not 

to nave to resort to fllilt te.r.1 intervention a but on· t;be toll ow­

ing day waa a.tra~d troops would have to be sent. 78 

Mel'iimm11e Southey uae preparing t'<11! the tforst. The 

public buildings were sandbagged &nd ·two hundred fS22d white 

men had em!oolled (old soldiers and. m:etman1cs) · but southey . ' 
had troubl~ 1d th white men saying. that they would not enroll . 

r 

1f the oo1oured, did~ · acnithe7 felt that · th~ eol~ed man 
i . . . 

"had as good a right ••• to env1no.e his loyalty" (although they 

. would not b~ armed. or called to serVe un:fess Southey was · 

drl van to 1 t' b7 tiie Whl tea. ) The seven h'lUl~ed coloured sub­

jects who had enrolled, some Ot whom had been in the . Cape 

·Mounted R1tlest and others Qlaim holders arid men of property, 

were asked b~ southey to keep qu1&t and not sttr up trouble. 

Dssutos, Zulus and G:riqu.e.s had. also. offered their services. 

but even southey. embattled as he waa, saw that 1t would. be· 

& m1 stake to arm these men. 79 

Darkly was appalled at this prospect and. wrote at once 

approving of the enrollmen.t o£ volunteers, but lt$rn1ng southey 

not to arm the nat1V'es. Barkly had at last come around to 

fearing troops would have to be sent. but vis!.bly stalling 
. . . 

1n hope of •. miracle, pointed out that neither the Legislative 

Council nor any other group from Gr1qualand. West· had asked 

tor help .. 80 

-'J.o:t- .. 



.. . 

. . . . 
1bt.DJ:wnd. Newm ann<'?unoed on the 20th ot Aprtl.that. · 

~oop~ .-ere ·en· route,. It a.dinltted. that eop~omy a.nd st-teeptng· 

· entrenChments .were needed, as well ~s the .elusive ·custom 
.. ' 

duties frOlll the Cape. but a$ked '\!What rea.1 grievance: exls:ted · 

· that· could not be· l'emedied by the· Leg1'alat1ve Co~c11• It 
. . 

al.so scold.ed~he £!\~rnond Field tor deliberately keeping·u.p 

the te~1on. Wtth. sueti art1.eles as "wate~boer* s a.sststant 

. plunderers were marching to Souther's a.td. ... S].. A contempOrary 
' . . . . . . '. . . . 

... -. observer lrho a.dn11red · 8outhe1·• e . eoumge ~ taot and temper • also 

considered. 1:f the diggers had. be~n a 11 ttle more rea.som.ble 

a.rtd.·a little lees eager to· appear publio ·benefactors ~nd 

'the Governmeht had been a little more a.pJ)l'oachabler most ot 

· the 4-emnd.s could have been' met. $2 · · 

Souther had orgAnized. b1 s one hundred and t(rrty volunteers 

into two oom:psntes W1 th halt. a· compo.ny on duty each night ·to: 
' 

help the pol1ce, But he a.ekt!d Ba.rkl$ trantlca.llY what. to do . . 

it the .·rumour. ot s,.ooo men. and.. arms oomtns ·rrom .the OFs to 
help .the l)1gge~s happened. to be . true·~ a:, H$ needed troops .• 

. Southe.y vas totallY Ulll"opentent, about .. d~e1ar1ng the. ag1 ta.tors 

ot the twelfth of A;)r!.l. to ba :rebels. and teit that ~s 1t 

had. r6duoed the r<>wd.tas, at leaat. for the ·t1me belt~g, Barkly . 

tqould change a.tl op1n1on w111ch Southey t'elt must have been . 
. . . . 

'btUn)d upon "erroneous or ·1nsutf'lo1ent 1nt.o:rm.fi:t1on," · southey 
. . ., . . ··. . . 

. ·.did re~et having ~lowed. ShS:ppard. a.nd G1dd:r's. doubts to atop 

: h1tn oal1tng tor volunteer,~) at the start.84 He believed. it 

.. . .. .;.. ').I()-:' 

f. 



a real :r1ot had oeeurred betiween black and wh1 te and one 
' '. - . . . 

'White mn had been ·killed all. the Whites WoUld have joined 
t • - . • ' - ""· 

togother to massacre, the blacks. ~e considered 1 t *'sheer . . ,· . : ' . . . 

nor.usense" to ha.ve telt that the movement would have d1ed of' 
4 ' • • ' .. ~ < •• • 

1ts own aeoord t\s the rebels would not' have been Satisfied 
• - . • j . . • • ~ • ' • • • 

· . Without elas~ le~1sl.at1on, . , lie tho~~t :lit.· the· eompsr1son 
. ~· . . . .• . ~ . . ' . 

bettq-ee~ the :Cape Gova%'?.1li1Gnt ~ s host te.t1 on ,·to send a small 
' . 

dete.ehment of mo1mted poltoe to p'tlt. down a real rebellion 

''ould contrast strangely in England. with the· rushing ot troc>ps · 

to Natal to tight aga1net people who merely wanted to l~ve 
' the country. as 

.· - . 

soutb&3' telt the appeal. of the business men to b1m was 

~ff1cient :Proot of the need tor help. But to. be on the 
' . ' 

safe sido the Execut1 ve Council on 24 April moved that 

·troops 'We:re absolutely essential and. tha.t 'the coloured.. people 

should n~t l>$ ar~d. So·. · southey had 1d.eas on how to move the 

troops more cheaply than had been estimated .. and.telt that 
' . . . . 

"15,000 was not beyond the means of G:r1quale.rid West. .He 

reasE:tU:red Ba.rkly about arming the coloured by the tla1; state­

· .. mont .. I have· hOt put arms 1nto ·the hS..nd ot an:t coloured man .• 

nor do I 1ntel'ld to d.o Eto," But he ·warned that the lQTa.l in· 

hab1 tants wsre· becoming disool.lraged by no news about the 

. troops, and that some or the volunteers were thinking of . 

1d.thd%-aw1ng.87 · " 

· southey and Barkly were ·grOWing ·steadily a_pa.rt . as Barkly 

'tried to avoid sending troops and aave the southey reg1in.e, 

-ltt.-1: 
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o.nd souther 1na1sted that troops were . essential 1n 'What be. 

. considered was a ol.ee.r cut atrugsle tor power w1 th the 

"master-servant'' situation a.t the .heart ot 1t. 'l'hat Barkly 

had not grasped or did not accept this view 1s shown when 
·'. 

he :rema;r:ked that he ·did; nOt consider Souther•~ reference to. 

the Const1 tutlon. 1n '8xplain1ng. Tucker• s motivation to have . 

any bea.rtns on the pr(\sent situation. southey insisted that 

. 1t Was the .. very essenoe·or them, the· beg1nn1ngand·the.end ... aa 
·because 1f' Gr1qualand West had x-:eeetved a· ·constitution wtth 

enough popular 'r~i)resenta.t1on . to 'ra,e;ula te > tlie; mining to the 

liking ot th'e m9.jor1ty ·Of diggers ~0 We't'e 'White, nOn•lfhites 
• : > . ( ' 

woul.d have been prmronte<i from owning claims • · As 1 t was the 
. r 1 . , ~ ~ • ! "';:• • 

Government Will pr&V$iled '-n the Leg1sie.t1ve. Counc1l. and 
. ' .. ~ 'l • 

prevented d1scr1m1~tors- laws. . . •. 

C&l"l'arvon reaUzed'' that it ·was diffioUl.t· for him to set 

a true enough p1oture· of the events· to jud.gt) whether Southey 

was doing the right th1ng o:c not $ild would notfexpress an 

op1nt.on about southey's actton on the CoWie ease. After out-. ... - . . ~ 

11n1ng the .whole h1ator;v. of the ·Diamond F1e1ds up to the 

moment Southey requested troops and ask1ng ·"What is to be · 

done?" he proVided his· own answer• The :ta.rms must be run 1n 

the public interest, therefox-e. the GoVernment nth ''ta.ot e.nd 

jud.gmentq must buy the farms or even, as a last: resort, s~ize 

them tempora.rilY•-but w1 th caution. ·(An impossible program) • 
. . . . . . . 

CarnS.rvon Wa.s ami ous to hear ~bout Barkly' s interview w1 th 

the deputation c:oming. to· cape Town to talk to h1m.89 



As Carnarvon 'hoped tor great thirtgs f'rom Batokl:V-. s meeting 

With the d1ggers so DarklY bad high hopes for a meeting 

southey was to bave w1 th some .ot the clergy in Gr!qualand 

t1est. Both .we~e doomed to d1.aappo1ntment. 1'he cJ.ergy ·turned · 
I ' . ' ' - . .- ' I ' .. 

out not to be ,s. non .. pe.rtisa.:n sroup _who m1gbt .. have been able . . ~ ," '· ' .. ,- ' . - ' 

. to mediate ~tween Gove'!rn!llent 'and. diggers, but ha.d -peen sent 

by the diggers 'to ask southa.v "to. stop arming :constables or 
• ' ~ " •. • • 1 ' \J ' ~': : :, ~ • 

tek1ng an1 other active meQsures• (which were exactly Tucker's 

demands). Sou.they expla.1~ed t~· t~em· that this tills an un""' 
. " . ' . : -"... . ' . ' 

' ' _; . ' 

reasonable· request as the diggers were a.rmed. Then they 
. . . 

asked tlult there be ,.no more pol1 t1ca.l :Prosecution'•, but 

. when Southey asked what they- meant by i*no more., looked em-
. . 

barra.seed and said the9 had just glanced at the. pe.tition on 

the way in. Southey promised to de all he oould to ... maintain 

the Pl1blic peace" and. telt t}1at they went away satist1~d; 90 

but it had in no wa7 been a meaningful. attempt at med..1at1on. · 

Southe,- bad l"efu.sed to g1 ve ott1c1a'l ~nd.orsement .·. to . the 

· group of diggors SOit'lS to see Barkly, because some of the 

· M1n1l'l/5 Board. had objected to th~m got~, bU.t he did send a 

note introducing Mr. Goodchild a·s a "private gentleman"~ . ' ' 

'l'he deputation met Barkly and . asked him to come tQ Griq;ua• . 

land West to aettle things himself. Barkla- explained to 

them'tbe.t, besides the technical difficulty ot having to 

a.ppoint an acting GOV'ernor tor· the cape Colon$' it he were , 
. . 

moved to .. G:riqualand West, "'1t would ·be .impossible •to accept 

an 1nvi tat1on emanating from a meeting at' Wh1oh the. leslders . 



·. 

of the assoe1at1on1ets had taken an active ~rt. Ullless the8 . 
were empowered to ·give a distinct tde~e thAt . that ·body 

would at once diserrm. 9 

'I'he deputation iW.d ~ts list of gr~evanoes. It described 

the chron1o stat., or.' discontent 1n.Gr1qualana·west. turned 

to one or alarm by the ~Orm1ng of political assoo~~tlons and 

the enrollment of vo1u:n.teer$ am1dst a p6pulat1on anxious to 

maintain its connecti.on with. the. Crown,. plus public. terror 

at the .,contemplated ao~ .. of the Government to arm .the natives· 

against t~e residents,. The Treasure.t was bankrUpt, . 1 t con- · 

t1nued and the o1vll. sta.f't "prepostel"ously- disproportionate•• 

to the requirement of the:' · c~trr. It accused the Government 

of 1nd1fferenoe to oatety and sanitary conditions within the 

aa.mp and not bal.ving a111 ·local oft1o1al m th "taot and firm­

ness". It ended by calling the del1benlt1ve Col.Uloil. an ••1dle 

pageant~· •• Which e~ists cmly to Garr'J/ out the vaga.ri es of an 

Executive whose most important leg1slat1ve measures he.1re 

hitherto failed.to commend themselves to the approval or 
Her Kajesty•s Gove:rnment," 

As to the unfortunate'exh1b1t1on of popUlar temper on 

12 April, that waa deplored by ali, but 1t must have taken 

muoh executive mismanagement and polttioal blindness to drive 
·•·. 

Englishmen with reverence tor the law to suoh an a.ot. 

Barkly went through the 11st and asked.wh1ch of these 

complaints could seriously be advanced as groUl'ld tor: te.k1ng 

up arms. ·was not the relations between. the diggers and the 

-111.{ ... • . 



proprietors the real cause or tne fo~tion or the Associa­

tion? However, 1f :the alarm and the threat ot: a:na;rch.V was 

a.s p;r(JV'alent as reported by the deputation, 1 t seemed to 

htm to support the argument fo-r troops. 92 

. on 3 MB.Jr B&rklJr told. the depUtfl,t1on that he was still 

waiting to h•r that. the Diggers Association was dissolved . . 

and 1ts m111tary orgnnize.t1ons d.1tiiband.ed. The depu~t1on 

·replied tbat at! 1 t· represertted onlf .. 1oyal subjects .. , not 

the~ Disgm:os AsQOcia.tion, 1t o,oUld not engage the Assooiat1on 
' ·-. . . . . . . 

to dissolve, but 1t ·was certaU\ tbat the Assoo1at1on would 
• ,-- ' - • J • ' • 

voluntartl:V d1ssol.ve 1t ·Barkly announced his intention to 

ViBi t the F1el\i• 9:3 
. . t ' . . . .. . 

so tar wwe the Associations from diSarming tbat at 

ing also pet1 t1oned. tor the removal of G~ham and Green from 

the Les1slat1ve counoll, on the grounds that b9' supporting 

the Leg1sla.t1ve Council's requeSJt tor troops, they no longer 

ropreao~ted the Will or the people Who had elected them, 94 · .' 

The Legislative Couno1l was under pressure from Thompson to 
. . . 

take action against Ling. He telt that "rte;ht or wrong his 

judgment must · b& c~1ed out or the cause or order received. 

a. severe blow", but the .Legislative council felt that With• 

out force 1 t could not act. 95 

A group of' 1000 lo~l subjects who had taken no part 1n 

the dlatur'barioes .sent the1:r petition to the·· Queen Via Wolsley 



. ' 

in Natal tor ~ Royal Commission. The1 o~mpla1ned of over-
. . ' . 

taxation to P61 tor a Governor wh1ob was too expensive for 
. . . ' . 

the Prov1nae. · They wnnted the· land question settled inolud.-

1!1S proprietor arid digger rlgbte 1 and .something done about 

Jna.Mging . native l.e.bonrers and improvement in the m1n1ng law 

and jUstice • . Barkl.y a:aid 'these complaints could not ·be 

remodi~d properly without CrQwn ownership or the lands and 

requested ·authorization. to buy Vooru1 tztsht. 96 · 
. . . . 

. ' . - ' . 

up to Grtqual.and West three hundred. infantry with two suns 
' . . 

a.nd twen,ty-ttve · men of · the Royal Artillery itbe minimum 1 ts 

. genort.ll • would aooept) W1 th ·full d1soret1oMr1 power as to 

how the· troops were to be employed• It would take them 

about twenty daNa .to ,go the six.hundred tl1les.97 
.. . . . • i • . . ' ' 

~ . . . 
. Southe9' 'WaS s:retitly relieved by the . t&legra:s arrnouno:lng 

. . "I ,. " • ' • 
i ( " • 

that troops were en route. and ha was sure that they would 
not .be ca1ied u.i;ton .to .f'1ght anyope. · Th$ti- ·tnere preeenoe. 

. * :r ' 

Would a~t1oo .98 ·~.e. Mj.n1n! ~~e~te • whieh after Aylward •a 

flight. ms. m9re extre~o. than i'tte .. R1f!.mond Field, ela1med .. that . 

it longed f'or $ t(lir · tight w1 th the troops~ but recanted 

the next da.;v. 99 A Natal:tan source told southey· that the . . ~ . 

Assoe1at1on 'Would not.tisht unless the Government tried to 
' ' 

enforce the dee1s1on against Ling, (llhioh the.v bad alread$ 

· · dee1ded not to do until the troops ·arrived • .) Then Southey 

pl<'lnnad to issue a proclamation offering pardon to all but 
" 

.a tsw l~clero. ·who gave up their arms W1thtn a speo1f1eci .time 

-1\lo-



and took an oath ot allegiance to Her Ma3eety.lOO The 

P1!J!2nd News congratulated Southey on hie steadfast retusal 

to make any compromise with men up in arms against the 

Government, tor upholding the majesty ot the law, and tor 

susta1n1ng the prestige ot the Crown in the tace of threats 

of phyalcal violence and mob demonetrat1on. ~e rebellious 

spirit Which had thrown society into disorder had been sub­

dued.lOl Or, as CUrrer put itt "At tbe news ot the troops 

co~ng out little insurrections collapsed almost as fast 

as it had ar1sen."102 
A SSOd'ubtou 

The Diggers Protection decided to dissolve 

" of a general amnest7 and redreaa ot grievances. 

on the basis 

Ba.rkly told 

the Deputation that dleaolvins w.s fine as tar as it went, 

but that the Aasoc1at1oniata muet give up their arms (because 

otherwise theT oould retorm in minutes). Then there would be 

an amnestu tor all but the six l•ders and the troops would 

be reeal.led.103 The Deputation telegraphed this to Robinson 

(the .. mediating moderate") who 1utead of ask1ng1nd1v1dual 

members to compl,., asked Tucker what to do.104 Tucker 

reJJarked that 1t ss unfortunate that Barkl;v had not mentioned 

disarmaJ~e:n.t in the f1rat place, and explained that the white 

people needed to be armed, as due to Government lax1 t,y • all 

the natives had guns. He 8&1d that there was no point ln 

exempting et.x leaders trom the amnest7 aa this had not been a 

oase of six asi tators lnci ting ignorant people to acts of 

violence but an association or the "intelligence ot the 

-1.1l-
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fields~ and he otfe~ed to stand trial alone. "Not candid" 

was southey • s comment •105 1'he M1,n1ns pe.zette, considered 

Barkl,v•s terms a bre$oh of f~.1th aa the Associationists were 
. . ~ . . . . 

persuaded w1 th_· .. great ditf'tcul ty· to d1e'bi!.i.nd be~use the 

gentletnen of the moderf!lte pe1rty pledged· tbeix- own. tfori ·in 
• • . . 'f ' . ' I • • ' > " 

support or 'Wb.e. t thei belt~ved to be the word ot Sir H. 

· Ba.:rklv~ 106 The- ~iatnond News agreed that. Bark~Y should have 
\ . -· 

been moX"e eXplicit in Vi.e.w of: the delicateness· of the situa­

tion but Gf'lid that ttr.nuddle, muddle, muddle was ohs.racterist1.o 
.. • - • ' <. < • • 

'of all his deali~s ,d. th G:riqua.land 'We at. nlO? 

Bal'klY' oe.ut1oned Southe.v, who might naturally be smart• 

ins under the insults offered to hi.e authority, that "the 

greater the clemency ·$hown in the hour ot triumph, the more 

in tUlle 1t will be. Wtth Br1t1sh Policy," He worried about 

tmat woUld happen when the troops met the d1ggerst ·He was 

· afraid that the t!l::'oops would be too sevel."e and had wanted to 

forbid a.ny recourse to martial law, but ·the· General insisted 

he have that option. DarklY t!nally agreed providing ! t . ' ; - . 

wac onl:r used tn case ot "1tmn1nent danger to lite or property" 

or active resistance to the troops and with the •pproval or 
the Executive COuncil. There were to be no trials by ·court 

Yart1al. Once. the su.prell'lQ.ost ot oiv11-power had been established 

W1 th the moral support ot the troops, southey ·was . to reiroke 

h1s proclamation declaring all who bore arms to be rebels and 

to otte1: the agreed amne~ty to all (but the six) who I!JA.Ve up 
' . 

arms and took the oath or allegiance.l09 



southey suspected that the Assoc1at1on was dissolved 1n 

"name onl.J'" and torwarded statements from members about secret 

drilla.llO The Executive Council found 1taelf divided once 

aeP-1n. Gldd.Y and Shlppard •nted an amtesty tar everyone • 

1nclud1ns the leaders. southey wanted to irtolude a few 

important fimncial ocmtributors to the Ast:JOc1e.tion in the 

list or ezoept1ons.111 Finally the exceptions were namedr 

Tucker, Ling, AY11ta.'rd, Blanch, Von Schllokmann and Br1en.112 

Southey ~s most upset by carnarvon's expression ot surprise 

that a man ot southe1's experience and ab111tt should have 

allowed h1mselt to be pla.oed 1n so untortum.te a position 

"as not to have enough police to maintain law and order.11:3 

As southeY' wrote to cun,ynghame, he "could not create Pol1ce­

men".114 

Although the diggers had kept their arms, the drilling 

and parading, at lea.at 1n publ1o, had stopped. AYlward, who 

"had deserted. his dupes and tled" was 1noorreotly reported 

dead.. B:r June, a.ooord1:ng to the .. D"'-a;mond f{ews, 1 t was a.ll 

over. Domestic peace had been restored, the Diamond Fields 

had never been "more ~osperous", earnings were good, trades• 

men were overwhelmed with orders and 11~e was :plea.santer 

than ever.115 

The troops arrived on :30 June ea.nd were given lunoheon by 

the volunteers.ll6 Tbe:T stayed over the trials 1n late 

September. Then when these had passed ott sucoesstull;v, the 

Executive Council voted that the:r leave.l17 The trials took 



· pla.oe before Recorder Barra' at the C1rouit Court, Kimberley. 
. . . . ~ .· . 

Tho detendents w:ere charged with oonspirao;v, sedition ana 

riot,. t.ru.oker. Blanch,· Fischer and. Brien pleaded guilty to 

unl.EJ:td'ul assemblY, which tas accepted, and..· the graver charges 
. . . . 

:wf)re w1 thd.rawn. A~lward, the ~poJ."t of whose death had been 

· grea.tly exaggerated, 'Ltng and von Sohliokmann stood. trial 
., ,, . 

and·"were acquitted bY. the jury in spite or the admission 

ot their .colleagues and tile strons evlderiQe of their having 

fissomblcdunder arms.on twelve April to·prevent the imprison-. . . 

ment of Cowie. " Bli:rkly was outraged and wrote to carnarvon 

that "such a illisearria.se of Jllatioe, for it C$n be rege.rded. as 
· :notl11ng less • is ·to be de$ply .J."e~etted 1n itselt a.nd still 

nore because 1 t seems· to· btdloate a spix-1 t of' ).(n;lessn(Jas 

. which cannot bUt OCCB~10n Et.nXiety £01: the f'U~e. ,.llB· 

'lbe rebelawere not·pun1Shed.and.before lol'lg.SOt the 
. ' . ' 

.. master-servant'* relationship thet wanted. Southe;v. Currey . · 
' . ' - ' . 

' 
and th~ coloured populatfon vrere the losers.. But 1 t was ~ 

Pn-rh1¢ V1¢tory for in the long run th~ f'all of the Southey 

a.d.tlinist:rqtion paved the way f07i the cilpitaliste an4 the end 

to ownership by the ind1v·1dual d.1gger, such as those Who 

formed the Association. 
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·. CHAPTEB. <SEVEN . . 

§O~X~S.DISMISAAk 
. ' 

The Colonial Office was under oonstant pressure f'rom the 

· Trea~y not·. ~o ~ epend any. ~0re .. JiiOney than wa~ ,absolutelt 
','' ' ' ·. 

essential. an~ the expectation thAt a federation. ot South 

African states· would be self-supporting .explA.tned .carnarvon•s · 
. .. 1 

enthusiasm tor suob a pl$n. It was not southey•s f'a.1lll.l'"e to 
control the violent elements of the mining·popul.e.tton, notor..­

iously a dltfloul t group, but the. raot that his adin1nistrat1on · 
. . ' 

· 'Wh1 ch "tas alwats · costing imperial. money b.v · not ln$.k1ng enough in 

· taXeS and other ;&Venue to ~~ the. COSt ·Of 1 ts administration, 

had to sunnnon troops to. help· ma1ntain ·order. . Carnarvon was 

already extremely cri t~oal· · ot the state .of t~u~ finances 1n 
' .. 

Griquala.nd West. The depression caused. by the fetll 111 the pr1ce 

of' diamonds and ·the rain and falling.· reef· wi t}l the subsequent 

ha.l.t 1n mining was be.vond southey• s control. soma expend1 ture 

tss essential. even 1'1!. th the fal.l1ng off or revenue~ caused by 

the 1na.ct1v1tY in mining. 'l'be land had to 'be surveyed 11' 1t 

1:ere ever to be ~ven out, Police• 1nett1nient. or :not,.ha.d to 

· htive · their salaries. But these financial d1f'f1cul ties wexoe 

coupled with a.n al.most incredible incompetence, .which is hard 

to explain as southey tas both' experienced 1n and interested 

in f1nano1a.1 matters •. Estimates were Ill!lde too late to be of 

any use. Vouchers were prepared months after payments had been 



'. 

. 2 
. made. . Col. Croet'J'ttlan; \who ~s sent out to 1nvf3st1gate the 

finances and d:rama. or the southey adm1nistrat~o:n, wrote 1n · . ' . 

early 1876 t .. I am in , the. middle or the. accounts •. · I :never· saw 
. . . . . 3 . . ·~ 

a.n,ything SO di Sgrt\C<lfult ., 

The ca.pe Colon;y was soandalcttsly unhelpfUl •. ·. It mad& an 
. . ..... . ~ 

enormous profit from the.1mport dues or goods gotng to the ' 

D1e.mond F1elds-eonservat1vely est1'1:1lated a.s· it56,00.0 in 18?5 ... -

artd ~efused to Share these duties with Gr1qualand West. ·In~ 

stead 1t levied a tax of Ji.lS,OOO on checks and bank notes 1n 
. 4 

circulation at the Diamond Fields. . 

AlthoUgh Barkl1 came to southey• s re'scue by a1:1thor1z1ng a 

loan or Ji.lo.ooo With a mortgage on land revenue tor seour1ty. · 

which at least made 1t possible for him to meet his ordinary 
' . ' 

monthl.v ~penses and 1.? • 000 due for land aurve.v., · th1 s only·. 
' . 

postponed the da.y of reckoning and increased southey. s enormous 

1nd~btedness .to the always obl1glng Cape banks.s Barkl;?" ex ... 

pla1ned to ca.rna.rvon that he did not uant to stop payments at 

the Treasu:ry_~ca.use ot the .serious effeot this tfould have on 

Br1t1sh.prest1ge artd beoause his teith in the extent and per-
. . . b~ua\ard war. . . . . ' 

manenoi ot the resources ot ~remained unshaken, and asked the 
. ' . 6 ·. 

Secretary's pardon it he d1
0
sa.pproved of' this action. . 

. Gr \cf.tt.cL \.ct"1Cr Wes r . . . . . 
This fa1 th 1n GW/\Wh1ch · Southey· and Barkly shared and 

Carnarvon did not, was put to a severe· tea.t when the 1874 

budget was finally' totalled up. · Even .BarltlY was S'1ll'"Pr1 sed by. 
' . 

the 1.10,000 det1o1t. Tite·est1mated Revenue had been I.S:;,rioo 
·and tho actual only L6S,75:3· The est1mted expenditure had 
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been it78,? 50 and. ie? ;;, 786 had been actually Spt)nt~ 1 For 187 S 
. ' . . . . 

the ~ntle1pated rS'J'enue was *'76,220 and tbe.author12;ed. 
. . .. · 8 

expend1ture .. J;67,295, southey ·succeeded 1n a.rrang1ng;a· 

bank credit· to see him thro~ to the new loan. and • in sp1 te 

of his t1rm conv1ot1on that it was better to borrow than to. 

cut down in a voung oountr9' where there existed an untapped 

potential of revenue.9 proceeded to cut down on.personnel 
~ 

by g1 vine;' up ·his ()lfn me$senser and. pr1 va te sec:reta.ry. getting 
. ' . . ~ ' ' . ~ -~ ' . . . . . 

by 1dth two les.s clerks 1n the· ott1ees :or Secretary· of the 
. . . . • • """ ' ~ l . . . 

Govarnment· ~nd~Aud1tort and a ·replacing ar the present 

Treasurer a.nd tbree o.le!t"ks. ba: one c1vil col:rim!ss1oner •nd 
·· .• ' ' .. i-- --. • ' 

- • A . . : ; . '· . "' ~ 

ProVincial Accountant and two clerks i plus., some other comb in-. ·. 

lng and abolishing or:' jo~s.~ wh1eh' woUld save ~11,000 to 
' "' ,· "' . . ' k ' 

12.000 a..- yea~; · Souther· Wx-ote to BQrkly' asking .that. 1f' 

carnarvon dld. not approve of these -sures he suggest some-
' .. 

thing else. southey also euggested that 1f Gr1quala.n4 West_ 
' . 

were to be oomplflttely selt.-aupport1ng it might be a ·good 

idea to 1.et the- people,. thl:-ough their elected members on the · · 

Legislative council, feel that -~ey h.e:ld e. ·substantial . 

- . pos1 t1on: 1n matte~s of t.1na.~ce, 10 ... This showed that southey 

was not always .the dyud in the wool conservative .tnat his 

detractors tho~e;ht~ _ 

· · Barkl7 came up to Kimberley 1n ee.rlv Au.gUst 1875 • and . -· . . . . . . . 

as Governor • took over 1:he administration. As CUrrey put 1 t,. 

. Imperial mone..v had been l1pent and &lrkly . Md. w.rned that. if. 

he had to send troops he would come himself Which "weu · 



(southey and CUrrey) ·understood" to mean h!. s unta111ng remedy 

ot another change ot Government.11 L1ng.deela1med that the 

prOVince had no oont1denoe 1n :Barkl.V or Southey, only 1n 

carnarvon and Froude •12 But Barkly, wen he arrived, · t ound 

the country calm and was impressed by the feeling of 
(h\qua\apJ We&~ . 

permaneno1 in .fA~OWilJ.oh people at a distance were apt to 

consider trana1tory.13 The purchase ot Vooruitz1ght had 
. . 14 
been gua.ranteed up to J.lOO, ooo. And the financial s1 tua-

tion 'WSS slowly im.proitlng, Revenue was in excess or expendi­

ture of the first six months ot 1875 and some debts had been 

paid ott. In $P1 te of deciding to keep Giddy as Treasurer 

(partl$ beoaUsfl it was not certain h()ll to pension him off) 
' ' . . 

there seemed every reason to a.nt1ci.pate a surplus of several 

thousand pounds on the ordinary t1nancial 'revenue ot the 

transactions or the ~ovino~.lS Barkly waa so hopeful that 

he put through an Ordinance CW. of 1875) for a loe.n to raise 

it20,000 tor land survet and another ((l ot 187.5) to raise 

»lS,OOO tor public worka,16 

One ot the continuing problems besetting all adm1n1strators 

~ the province wss the length of time 1 t took to get a 

response from the Government 1n Cape Town, which took a week, 

or London, a l'A1n1mum ot two months.17 Bo just as the situation 

was v1 s1 bl1 improving in Gr1qualand. West, carnarvon reached 

the 11m1t of his patience. Be bad long been eompl•1mng 

about the 1nereae1ng1y unsat1staotory state of affairs there, 

remarking erosslr that estimates must be submitted before the 
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expend! ture had ooourred and in a form wh1oh l'.l'lSde cons1de-ra­

t1on possible (surely a. :reasonable x-equest) and .pointing out 

that.taxes.ha.d sone up from three sh1llings per head· ot white . . 

population in 1872 to ten tn 1875;, He a.dlnitted that land 

might bt! the ultimate tlnswor, but considered 1t just specu ..... 

lation ·tor the moment. southey• s answer to. h1·s order tor 

1mm.od.il.lte eeonomy, an almost 1mposs1ble request, had been 

to reduce the police trom 102 to 65 at a moment l~1en the 
. . 

1na.bil1 tr of the sa.1d pollee · to preserve the peace had 
. . 

necessitated. the sending nf troops at enormous expense~ 
. . 

· carm.rvon felt that the c1v11 esta:bl1shD!ents and expenditure · 
Grr<f.ua.\cuJ \oof · . · · . · . · . · 

ot «"~had not bee.n on a SUfficiently simple scale nor had. 

the po11.ey of lts· Government been juat1tied by adm1n1st:rat1ve 

or f1nanc1al success. 'rheratorc he had decided to ·remove . 

Southey-and. ·substitute a less h1ghl.3' paid. oft1cer. ·This-was 
. . 

to involve ••no disparagement ot- the very remarkable services . 

r_end.ered by I!r. soutbey dtU-1ng. a long· ott1c1&~ ea;r;_eer·. ••18 . . 
. · \hI 0 ci€C.{'b lo\'11 0\'lca. Made.~' ~ fn'\_p\e_y)<} eu hJ b4 0. ro~f-e_ · Q.ytj -

• . :&Gii:lffi1P9 hen*t&: ®elo.eQW!th--a.-~tactlessn.ess amounting q,\mo'ir 

-._to eruelty. Tho news that Soutl'ley t~ould. be ~eked to leave 

eame out in the papers before he had been told of'fioiallJ; 

·and 11as probably leaked by. Froude • Southey t1f.l.s hur:r1ed out, 

to be replaced by an officer of abili t.Y ~nd ·experience who . 

11as to be ~!.d l:fl?OO a 3ear and be left as .. :free as possible."' 

southey 1ms to reeoive an additional two hundred pounds a 

y-oor to hie Cs.pe pension in recognition of' his "high 

qualities. ttl9, .CUney•s ottioe was abolished, and he \ills given 
., . ' 

.. ' 



twenty-tour hours to vacate his oftioe, given no pension, 

t1nd Eit tort;v..seven with •1x cl't1ld.r&n to support, put on 

halt sala:ry of five hundred })ounds a. J:"e&r, in a glare of 

publ1o1.ty sure to ske 1t diff1oult to ttnd new employment. 

"The whole Colonial Press has runs With my so-called suspension, 

and it is only reasonable for the public to suppose that no 

ottieer in my position would have been treated as I have been 

unless he had been clearly convicted ot the sravest mis­

eonduot." He had been made the scapegoat tor the failure 

· of the Southey administration, but was vindicated by Col. 

Crossmn • s report and later had a highly suceeesful career 

a.s r.anager of the London and south African Exploration Company~~ 20 

Barkly, in forwarding letters to carnarvon t'rom Southey-

and CUrrey, -.1<1, that as he was •ore or less involved he 

would not express an op1t·l1on, but lt would be "ungenerous., 
. . · . Gn ua.lhttD ~ · 

ot him not to point out that the c1roumstknees ot ~ were .. 
such as to m!\ke · sueeese le~e 11kely thal'l failure. · P.robo.bly 

there never was a place more ditticult to administer than 
Tho.( \?('Cl\JIY\(g_... · . , . . • · ..• • . . . • . · . 

<a', not so much because ot: th~ dispute over the ownership 
: . ;;. . 

ot the terri tory. not on aeeount of the dangerous elements 
' 

1nvar1e.bl1 found ln a population of diggers hast1l.y gathered 

together far from any m111. tary force • . but because ot the 

unique situation of d1amond.m1nes of inexhaustible depth 

and richness worked b;y a few hundred white With the aid of 

tn!U:lf thousands ot tree black labourers. 

The d1amand mines posed new eoc1a1 and eoonom1o problems 



as souther and J3a.rkly saw• Southey foUght. for the 1~d1v1dUAl 

d1sgera versus the cap! tal1sto, but the 41ggers )lever 

appreciated What Southey was dOing tor them because or 
' 

southey's other 'battle ove~ equalitY for the native, southey 

lost on both oounts. Barklr continued to hope t~t some 

means could be found to settle the whole question to' suit 

H.."!G and the cape Colont which would not be in deo1ded · oppos1• . 

t1on to the Wishes of the inhabitants of the Province. He 

felt espee1nlly responsible for it, and ~ted to prove that 

Griqnaland vfest could be rendered politically, as it already 

t'itlG eomeroiall.v, one of the .most prosperous and tlour1sh1ng 

portions of the British Etnp1re. 2l . 
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CONCLUSION 

The un1que depos1 t of diamonds 1n Gr1qualand. l·1est was 

U!'lexpeoted, resulting 1n a hastY' tent town and ·an unusual 

cong-lomeration ot people, far greater than a.nyone imagined.. · 

Neither the vast economic potential ot this treasure nor 
. . . ' ' . . . . 

the social tl"tlnsforlll$.t1on 1 t t.ras to bring about were truly · 

. appree1ated at the time. Soltthey came closest. He insisted 

tha.t the diamonds belonged. to all South Africa and shoul.d ·be 
'· 

used. ror the benefit ot all its people and he real1zed that 

the place of the native was vital. for the tut1ll'e .as well as 

tor. the dail3 uork1ng of the mfnes. 

In a. sense .h1s lons ra.ngo view 'WaS t"esponslble for his 

short term failure to keep Gr1q:ualand \'lest in good financial 
' . ' . 

order. southey set up a. large administrative appare.tuo and 
' . ~ 

governed the colony on the broad pr1no1ples he con.s1dered 
. ' 

essent1a1..to the tuture prosperity and greatness ot the 

eountr;v-.-a country he td.sbed to see extended by ·ta.k1ng the 

tribes ot those oh1ef's who t~nted 1t, under the British. 

crown •. The diggers lAlantea. a profit tx-om the. diamonds, as · 

large as possible and as soon as could be, lg1th the ste.mp!ng 

out or IDB at o.ny cost.. Carnarvon wanted a peae~ful Gr1qti.a ... 

. land West 1'lh1oh could be qu1etl3' annexed to the Cape Colon.v 

as . part ot the plAn tor centede$t1on, and Which meantm1le .· 

·'tTould not cost S.JllT !"mper1a.l money. ·The serious ·depression 



brought on by torrential rains. and a. tall in the price of · 

diamonds, about which southey could do noth1ne; ... -southe.r 

considered it a temporarY situation to be ridden out ...... brought 

· lt1s government d01ttl. It· the mines had been work1ns and the 

diggers occupied. 1t .. is very doubtfUl "'mather the3 would 

have felt strongly enough to revolt,. howeve1- distasteful 

southe,-•s ViEYt!fs on the. Mtive question t·rere to the.m, 

· especially as the idea or Goverrunent purchase · ot the farms 

on m1oh the d1gS1nss ~ere situated was growing stead.1ly. 

In spite ot the ple.uditt~ ot his friends" it seems clear 

that southey, honora.bl~ dedicated and loyal as be was, tes. 

not an easy man to ttork W1 th. His slow, caref"ul, throush• 

the-~oper-ehannel approach to every problem must he:ve been 

· po.rtioul.arllt 1rr1tat1ns to the t.mpa.tient, self-reliant 

41ggers. He was also single minded and uncompromising tm1Qh 

are not al'W'al"'S oonsidere~ virtues. 'bY' a superior otf1oer. If' 

Souther felt otr1o1al policy was wrong~ he immediately pointed 

1t out in .no Ul'loerta1n terms, attributing the .,error" to 

"11a.nt of 1nf~t1on" lf he ·felt ps.rt1oUlarl7 te.ottul. 

Co.rnarvon also bad a d1f'ftcul t personal! ty. · Gladstone 

cono1der~d the "cacoethes or action or st1r" in carnarvon · 

as being $t the root ot "the mischiefs s.n· south Atrlca:," 1 

Bri taln • s vast Oolon1al Empire 'tm.s under his 3ur1sd1ct1on 
" . ' .. 

. and G%'1qual.and tiest was a m1nieoule ot relat1ve un1tnporte.nce, 

especially as carna-rvon did not believe that the diamond · 

deposits l70uld last. He did not reall1 undet-stand what t·ras 
• il. • .. ' .. 

• > 



. 
so1ng on there. southe7 drew the harsh oonelus1on that Lord 

Ca:rmrvon did not. even read his des:patchf5's $,bout the troubles, 

"tor, it he bad, 1 t 1e soarc"lY posslbl.e .thB.~ he could b.a'Ve 
. . I •2 . . . . . . 

eo muddled the atta1re. t carna.rvon himself, t11 th. unuS'Uiil . · 

· humility, or eaqtt<m., wrote to Barkly that he oou'ld not ~ud.ge 
. ' ·• 

whether southey Wa.s doing the rie:ht. thillSS or not from a 
k • ' • - \ 

·dis-e. There 1S·· ~o doubt, as evtYty wr1t~n:.• at the ttme 

pointed out, that the slowness ot communication from G:rlqua­

la.nd llest to London made a.n1 swift decisions impossible. 

Bett1een these two men or action, cs.r:narV-on whipping up 

· Contederatton, and Sout~ey, aorry he had not been quicker to 
. . . . ·. . . ) 

act against the "rebels", t&s Ba.rklY• m.ediatox- and moderator, · 

He .shared southey's 1mpex-1al1st vision and British view or· 
., 

the native question, but he was by nature a co~promieer, a . 

waiter to'r the rlght moment. and hopeful ·that w1 th time 

everything would oome right.' B~ tried to h.elp the op1n1onated 
In Gri<tttLa.letrJ We&( . · . · . . ·. . 

men and London understand ea.oh other • w1 thout gotnrr out on 
1'\, 

D.fUI' 11mb. vlhether the Colonial· SecretarT would have· been 

more undfn"$tand.1ng of' Southey•s problems 1t he had had direct 

contact with· London, inetead or. having to . pass . through Barkly 

who sent on onlY what he. found important, 1s dcubtt'ul, . Nor 

1s tt·oerta.1n that the rebeli1on could have been n1pped in 

the bud 1f Darkly had taken .more on his own author1ty and. 

not consulted ldth London over evelY step.· 
.. . . 

What ls. beyond dispute is that the problems, great and .. " -, 



taxed the most efficient and united administration. The un­

·fort.unate relationship with its Boer ne.ighbors, its ambiguous 

position vis-a-vis Cape Town, as well as its internal 

problems of diggers versus proprietors, and disputed owner­

ship of land and diamonds, faced any government with an 

unusually complicated situation.. In retrospect, it seems 

that only two solutions were valid. One would have been to 

allow the mining board to administer the province as a mining 

community 1 with such regulations as the m.in.ers saw fit to 

pass. The other was to spend the money to have a forceful 

government to build up the province as a nucleus for the 

territory around it and. rule it all according to British 

law, which was what Southey wanted and tried to bring to pass. 

He could not do it alone. His views were, however, influen­

tial in keeping Basutoland and Beehuanland under British 

rule.s He was, perhaps, ahead of his time.. 
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po~N~ ON SOUHC§S 

The semi-official letter books oonta1n1ns Southey • s long, 

detailed comments and ideas on many subjects are the chief 

source for this pg.per. Through them one comes to know 

southey well and the people he writes about most frequently 

oomo to lite, However, without the R1ab\ond f1ewli• and. Wilmot's 

L1fe,of ,Souther, it would be almost impossible to put southey's 

remarlts into OQntext • as ·some events are described 1n detail 

and others merely referred to, since thor were presumably 

eommon knowledge at that tlme. De rt1eldet's, lh~ Im;eer1a1 

~aeto2=: in .soyth Atnoa 1s 1tJV'Sl'l.la.ble tor econom!c and political 

background. Mom Macmillan's Lift, of S\r R~:nr,z,]larkll, while 

seeing hlm in a rosy light, 1a. ver.r helpful in filling out 

the ohnraoter of Southey's 1mmed1ate superior and g1v1ng 

hi~ "side" to problems hitherto seen only from Southey's 

point ot v1ew, except for as much ot Barkly'.s as we see in 

his oft1oial despe.tches, The aon. Alexander W1lmot•s L1ttt 

f1nd 7'1Dl§§ ,at ~ix: ,R1efls.rd §oytp!;)l is the only source that I 

could :f'1nd tor southey's early lite and.. although lauditoryJ 

1s 1ndispeneib1e. carnarvon's complex obara.cte~ and h1s 

dit:f'1enl.t self-appointed task ot Confederation are explored 

in detail by Goodfellow, in G:X:ea~ Britain an,d South M;r;1ca.n 

qonfe4er&t1en, 1870-1881, Last but not least, the J,B. 

Currey manuscript, Balf a Centurz in south Arrlea gives a 

no-nonsence point ot view and a oheok on most ot the major 

~oblems which occupied southey, 
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