
Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

JOSHI 2014

a n   u r b a n 
campus for 
inform al 
business 
development 
at the grand 
p a ra d e



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The copyright of this thesis vests in the author. No 
quotation from it or information derived from it is to be 
published without full acknowledgement of the source. 
The thesis is to be used for private study or non-
commercial research purposes only. 

 

Published by the University of Cape Town (UCT) in terms 
of the non-exclusive license granted to UCT by the author. 
 

Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n





































































































































61

Fig. 56: floor plans, illustrating the 
multi-dimesional programme
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Fig. 57 (above): South Elevation

Fig. 58 (below): Sketches, 
exploring the nature of 
facade in relation to 
Grand Parade
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INCUBATED DIMENSION:
an urban campus for informal business 
development at the grand parade.

The architectural project adresses the site The architectural project adresses the site 
at both an urban (macro) and an 
architectural (micro) scale. At the urban 
scale, the building aims to negotiate 
between the strong lines of pedestrian 
and vehicular movement. The building 
aims to establish a node in the city, which 
behavesbehaves as a gateway into the  city, from 
both the north/south axis (pedestrian) 
and the east/west axis (vehicular).

Fig. 64 (right): Site Plan
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The architectural scale was driven by the 
need to re-establish the role of the site in 
the contemporary context of Cape Town. 
This was done by developing a robust 
programme which responded to the 
informal economy; which can be found in 
and around the site. The programme of 
thethe building is primarily an on-site, urban 
campus for supporting the growth of 
informal traders. The building comprises of 
studio/workshop spaces where traders 
are introduced into the process of 
making, marketing and selling. Through 
the element of boundary and threshold, 
thethe building both spatially and 
programmatically, allows for a sense  of 
mediation between high pedestrian 
activity and informal trade. 

The building seeks to showcase  the 
process of informal trade, where the 
physical dimension of the architecture 
becomes a new mode of 
communication between buyers and 
traders, between citizen and city. The 
physical boundaries/thresholds dissolve 
andand blur at certain points in the building, 
which allows for the interplay between 
the public and the informal economy. 

Through the use of digital media and 
social platfroms, the architecture seeks to 
establish a new tectonic, which allows 
traders to expand their marketing reach 
to the public. Currently, informal traders 
are bound by the physical obstacle of 
being dependent on pedestrian 
movementmovement on the site. Therefore, this 
architectural project presents a space 
which allows the physical dimension to 
migrate from its limitations of distance 
and time. The informal economy is freed 
from its dependence on pedestrian 
activity. The digital dimension offers these 
traderstraders a chance at letting the city rely on 
the informal economy, and not 
vice-versa. The design dissertation offers 
informal traders an opportunity to market 
themselves and their products digitally, 
establishing a new sense of 
communicative support. ideal for a 
contemporary digitalised society.contemporary digitalised society.

Fig. 65 (right): Floor Plans
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Fig. 66: Site Sections
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Fig. 67: Section A
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Fig. 68: Section B
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Fig. 69: Strip Section



85



86

Fig. 70-72: Perspectives
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view from pedestrian bridge
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