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Executive summary:

The study aims to reimagine and intervene in 
the space of Khayelitsha. The intentions are to 
integrate and alter current smart parks designs 
by the City of Cape Town. To offer social empow-
erment to the surrounding context, residents 
by tempting to provide a detailed design which 
could offer a space of economic generative 
platforms/facilities within the landscapes. I’ve 
tasked the study also with the aim to uplift all age 
groups and a target of providing a safety spine 
moving to and from space, providing a network 
of movement spaces. The incorporation of pil-
lars aimed at learning by attempting to go into 
detail with the design of outdoor education-
al learning spaces intended at structuring the 
youth mind-set to the current workspace par-
adigm linked to the forth-industrial revolution. 

The learning pillars to be triggered in space are 
Visual, verbal, social, physical, aural and Solitary.
The space aims to provide a link for the youth 
to young professionals in the spaces where 
they will be facilitated for in the container spac-
es. To start-up new businesses, allowing for 
an innovation hub which could generate an 
ideal cosmos for networking and offer a pulse 
to activate the green corridor. There will also 
be the exposure to 24/7 video tutorials in the 
space allowing for a link to stimulate the mind 
to future career paths in the global market.
The issue of crime in the space is also one I 
wish to engage with by providing a street lan-
guage by reading into the literature of street 
DNA (Simpson,2018) coupled with human de-
sirability links along walkways to best attract 
the highest amount of foot traffic in space to 

allow for the safety in numbers approach. The 
ideas of adding WI-FI hotspots along space 
and assessing the current desire lines of space 
for the best accommodation of the masses.  

The title ‘Apart-space’, disassembled links 
the “apart” to the Apartheid ideology denot-
ing on the spatial formation of the township 
of Khayelitsha, hinting at how it was formed 
as an influx zone with no much spatial plan-
ning for recreational use taken into account. 
The dash composing the ideology of trans-
formation in post-apartheid South Africa.  
The “space” denoting to the green corridor 
(lost space) that had been left as buffer zones 
by the planners of the time in the spaces.
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Site locality map

Study area outline. Khayelitsha currently 
ranked as the second highest crime hot-
spot zone within the Western Cape distract 
and unemployment on the raise. The space 
designed as an influx zone to house Afri-
cans coming from the Eastern Cape to offer 
a physical work force. The area youth is one 
which is gullible to lot of negative activity. 

Western Cape outline map with the space 
of intervention highlighted in red.

South Africa footing on the 
continent of Africa

Imagines sourced from ‘google’

Arial imagine sourced from Arch.gis

(Van der Spuy, 2016)
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Khayelitsha existence in 
post-apartheid South 
Africa

A threshold maker of change in the 
space, informed by Apartheid city 
planning diagram represented of 
the city of Cape Town, displaying 
city zoning on the bases of race and 
wealth grade.

Recall to the native site vegeta-
tion of Strandveld Habitat.

Site process photomontage

Imagines sourced from ‘google’
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Studying humans ways 
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through self-study and work alone.

Aural ( auditory-musical) way of learning,
using sound

Pysical (interpersonal) way of learning
using hands and sense of touch.

Logical (mathematical) way of learning
using logic and reasong and systemsHighlighting green corri-

dors of Khayelitsha

Arial imagine sourced from Arch.gis

(Davies, 1981)
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The aim is to activate this green corridor/lost space, by finding knitting/connect-
ing routes on the site. Developing these route with means of offering a street lan-
guage (street DNA) that could be recognized by the masses and offer the space as 
a high foot traffic zone which can allow for safety along paths. 

The pulse space, which is currently the smart park is to be seen as a area which 
offers learning, recreational entities which offer life lessons and most impor-
tantly as a hub to network, information space which spills out to the highlight-
ed zones on site therefore connecting Khayelitsha. This a plan I aim to offer 
for the other four green corridors within Khayelitsha for future plans to offer a 
safer space.

Demarcated Green corridor

Imagines sourced from ‘google’
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Immediate site analysis

The analysis of site to highlight site conditions, review what 
working or not successful on site, covering site visit images, 
thoughts derived from site such as the economic opportunity 
the space offers and you engagement spaces needed with 
the view of current walkways.

Imagines sourced by author

Aerial image sourced from google earth
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Site study of current site sections, displaying disconnections of 
site to surrounding context and the lack of connectivity be-
tween the road way, park and residential space. 



16

MLA Dissertation 2018	 By: Lunga Sithole

This study covers access points of current site, 
and reviews of where the site fails and site 
audience holder spaces. The first difficulty I 
found on the site was the fencing out of site 
from surroundings with it only having three 
entry/exit points. The site activity holder areas 
central and children and adults had been 
separated with the swings, jungle bar space 
in the center and the more adult gym space 
on the far north-west side of park. 

Site study
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Using desire lines to inform design and allow for site understanding 
to offer dominate linking pedestrian routes which can accommo-
date the highest number of people. (Luckert, 2013)
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Proposed connectivity of site to surrounding 
context



22

MLA Dissertation 2018	 By: Lunga Sithole



23

MLA Dissertation 2018	 By: Lunga Sithole



24

MLA Dissertation 2018	 By: Lunga Sithole



25

MLA Dissertation 2018	 By: Lunga Sithole



26

MLA Dissertation 2018	 By: Lunga Sithole

Site abstract designs concepts
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Fig.1 Assessing movement channels along site 
which could work to be most dynamic on site 
allowing max use of site with the least taken 
steps. The concept was aimed at hydrological 
drainage movement mimicking patterns.
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Fig.2 this aimed at offering landing surfaces 
for these 
movement patterns.
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Strandveld Habitat Restoration

Strandveld habitat study to enhance native sense of place on the 
site and allow for an sustainable plant selection process which 
could also offer a water sensitive space and allow for native biodi-
versity to take place. 

Imagines sourced from ‘google’
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Planting layout exploration to 
enhance the sense of place 
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Envisioned vegetation perspective
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Fragrance garden geared for the elderly in 
space and for horticultural knowledge with 
plant identification makers and allowing for 
an experience in space.
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The nursery space is to offer training by giving access 
to skills development for youth in plant knowledge, 
also allowing them to trade their fruits for revenue in 
the space by selling tree and plants. The space would 
also be linked to the adjacent high school (Uxolo high).
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(Simpson, 2018)
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Precedent
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Final proposed perspective 
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Proposed Surreal imagery site:
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M
odel of site as im

agined
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