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Source: Natural Hazards Observer Vol. No.6. 
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a sample of households interviewed in 1993. As such these data cannot give an accurate 

perspective on impacts in southern communal areas but do show the likely implications 

for many households in the south. With herd reduction in many instances below viable 

levels, the impacts for household incomes are severe, given the central role of goats as 

savings. Many households may never recover and be able to reconstitute their herds . Out­

migration towards urban centres increases during drought and leads to higher numbers of 

female-headed households. 

Fig. 5: ' Namaland': goats grazing on the available vegetation. Photo : Kuiper S 

Across the whole country, from 1992 to 1993, the number of households selling their 

animals diminished by approximately 50%, and earnings from the sales decreased 

drastically. This was probably due to less animals available for sale, deteriorating quality 

of the animals and lower than average prices (Devereux et aI., 1993). What this clearly 

illustrates is the importance of a steady and reliable source of income whose value does 

not vary with drought or other economic shocks to the households 
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