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CHAPTER TI.

INTRODUCTICN.

1. Fragmentation.

On first acquaintance with Greece and Greek society, the
stranger 1s immediately aware of a striking lack of unity -
in this old-new world; a feature true both of the country-
side and of the people. This impression of fragmentation
and divisiveness 1is strengthened by a widening familiarity.
The more the stranger acquaints himself with the land and its
people, the more an ever-widening and deepening range of
aspects is uncovefed. The clearer his vision, the greater
his awareness of the multiplicity of social units, and he is
more readily able to understand the various phenomena and
social structures in which this dividedness is embedded.
Anthropologists who have worked in Greece confirm this view-

point.

Even the geography of Greece is that of a spiit and divided
land - high mountains, valleys, the sea, tiny separated islands
with minimal communication-between them. And when one
glances thro%gh the pages of Greek history, both ancient -

~and modern, one finds ample evidence of this division; a-
country divided into stétes; often hostile and competitive.

. This lack of unity finds expression and 1s clearly reflected

in the Greek lénguage. "We find three main languages very
different from one another, each spoken by many but differéht

sections of the population.

At another level of Greek culture, we find a mythology rich
in gods struggling with one another, a world torn, fragqgnggd,
filled with conflict, and totally lacking in peace. Yet
this continues in modern religion. Even today the visitor
to Greek villages is surprised to find a proliferation of -
saints. Every village, large and small alike, and every

family, has its own patron saint and icon.

The recent history of Greece is again one of wars and political



struggles, of emigration and of a scattering of the
population to the four corners of the globe. Here again
one finds the tragic dichotomy of the peoples of this
scattered nation striving for their very existence while

simultaneously longing for their homeland.

Together with this dichotomy, and as an organic part of it,
the stranger sees another trait characterising the society -
that of tension and struggle. "If it were necessary to
describe the nature of the villagers' feelings with respect
to each other and the world in one word, -that word would

be ‘tension'"....writes John Peristiany of the agonistic
quality of relationships among the Cypriot villagers he
knows, agonistic in the sense of the classical Greek word
'agon' (a match, or a struggle). When one walks through
the fields and asks ﬁd&'the work 1s going, the common-
response is 'palevume', "We are wrestling". ) Such an

answer is not a cliche.

These, then, are one"s first deep impressions, and they
become stronger -and more firmly entrenched the further one
penetrates into this world. Perhaps the most impressive
thing of all is the startling similarity between the
geographicél and sccial ‘landscape'. To use dialéctics,
this is perbaps the only harmony one finds: the harmony
between the‘éeographic and the human aspecfs ~ as though
the one were a reflection of the other. And when ybu
come to know this small nation, you learn to understand the
deep rocts of its way of 1life. - You 1ook at the broken
shoreline with its mgny bays and harbours, at the looming
mountains and hills, at the tiny islands, small and distant,
their lights winking in the Aegean Sea, and each light

representing the struggle against the elements and man.

Just as land and people, the life of the Greek peasant

family is sealed with the same dominant and striking element
of fragmentation and tenszion. Thus,{ any research into the
Greek community of Cape Town and the institution of the family
within-it, first needs to get to the roots of the Greek in

Greece. Attitudes, patterns, structures, and concepts



which today prevail in Cape'Town, have often been directly
transplanted from the homeland. Sometimes, seemingly new

in form, the motivating power behind them is Greek 'par

" excellence'. The dynamics they carry within them is deeply

anchored in Greece, the country and its society.

2. ATMS AND OUTLINE.

The aim of this study is to establish what influence the
impact of the new environment has on the structure of the
Greek family in Cape Town, Ehe impact on the functions which
the family fulfils in the socialisation of the children, and
on the family's social influence on the intergenerational

relationship.

The study will focus on the Greeks of rural origin, as most
of the Greeks in Cape Town come from a rural background.
Various anthropological studies on the Greek peasant

emphasise the centrality of the Greek family in the life of

the individuum. *°

In his book, "The AbSéfption of Immigrants", Eisenstadt uses
the concept 'institutional dispersion', which is "the extent
of the immigrants dispersion or concentration within the
various institutional spheres of the society". This
'institutional dispersion' serves as one index to the extent

of assimilation of the immigrantSiby the new environment.

In the light of the high concentration of immigrants in cafes,
and the family framework of this type of ocgupatioh, partic-
ularly its isolating character, we could e%pect a relatively
poor assimilation and a reinforcement of the marked family

emphasis characteristic of the Greek peasant.

This research will also attempt to trace the interplay of the
'institutional dispersion' of the Greek immigrant and his
cultural orientation, the resultant forces that this interplay

generates, and the influence of these forces.



The work is divided as follows:-

é;) The first chapter serves as an introduction, present-
ing the generai fragmentation of the Greek society, the aims
and outlines of this study, and its methodology. |

The second chapter gives an outline of the peasant
and his family in Greece, which will illustrate the structure
of the Greek family, its orientations, role distribution, and’
the nature of the relationships prevailing between different
members. The Greek viilage is presented as the typical
environment of the Greek family, showing how the lack of
co-operation and the 'agonistic' character of the relationships
between the villagers contribute to the reinforcement of family
orientation.

c) In chapter three there is a diecussion of three
aspects of the immigration process, viz:i-

\“{) findings on the causes of emigration, and the
relevance of these findings to the motivation of Greek
immigration into Cape Town. '

ii) a detailed description of the immigration into
Cape Town with statistical data on the stream of
immigration, i.e. periods of arrival, origin, and
background (rural or urban) of immigrants.

iii) a general spectrum of the occupations of the
immigrants according to their pe}iods of arrival and
places of origin.

The history of the immigration process is important to the
present Greek community for it gives a comprehensive picture
of the various elements of which it is composed. It shows
the process which has led to the formatlon of the present
community. All data is based on a survey conducted over a
relatively wide sector of the Greek community.

d) The Greek community in Cape Town today, its communal
institutions and regional group relationships are dealt with
in chapter four. "A descfiptioh‘is first given of the
formal structure of the community ‘and its formal institutions.
The various functions of these institutions and to what extent
they succeed in fulfllllng them is dlscussed. " Anthro-
pological studles reveal the exclu51ve local patriotism of the
Greek peasant relative to other regions of Greece and even to

his nearest neighbouring village. Since the immigrants



come from various regions of Greece, it is important to analyse
the relationships between these various regional groups and the
dynamics of these relationships. - Analysis of the develop-
ment of such relationships has proved relevant, as it is essen-
tiasliy connected with the marriage patterns and trends among
'thé Greek'population of‘Cape.Town. ~ The descriptions and
anaiysis of the informal structure will show the extensive
nature of the family ties which link large segments of the
populatlon together.

e) The analysis of the 1nformal structure of the community
leads naturally teo the matter of marriage trends among the hew
generation. ‘In chapter five three main patterns are analysed:

Intermarriage with non-Greek spouses;.
Marriages with Greek spouses‘not born in Cape Town,
which includes '
i) spouses from Greece and other places, such as
Rhodesia, the Congo, and various other parts of
Southern Africa, and '
ii) spouses from Greek. villages.
All'aspects‘of these patterns will be discussed, including
such considerations as cheice'of spouse, expectations,
’courtshlp, and dowry. .

f£) This 1s followed by an ana1y51s of the conjugal role
distribution and the nature of marriwage relatlonshlps. The
family orlentatlon of the couples and the nature of socialisation

1s empha51sed.

The'inferﬁatioh dealt with up to this point provides abundant
material for an analysis of the tensions and conflicts within
the Greek families in Cape Town, and a comparison with the
ten51ons and confllcts which characterise the family relation-
ships in the Greek village. The axis which emerges as the
source of confllcts in the Greek village is the disfunctional
structure of the Greek family which simultaneocusly links
together and opposes the nuclear and extended families. The
analysis shows that conflicts in Cape Town occur around the
same axis, but in the new milieu they show different aspects

and developments.

g) The final chapter indicates the feelings of the immigrants



towards the homeland, their aspiretions and/or intentions of

H-.a possible return. This evidence is then discussed.

" Factors such as occupation, family relationships, and social-
’ ,isation_arefthedvariables which determine attitudeg‘towards
" returning or not returning to the hcmeland. ' In conclusion,

. an attempt is made to draw logical. conclusions of this research.

vThere is a eertain artificiality in the division of this work
ginto-various sections. The section on the process of
immigration anticipates the one which follows, but it is, in
fact, a part of the picture of the Greek community of today.
The presentaﬁion of the informal structure of the community

refers not only to ‘the present in relationships between the

' regional groups, but also to the developments that lead up

 to it - in other words, this section also has referénce to

the process of immigration.

I am well awa;e‘ef the artificiality‘of such a division, yet

it stems from the very fact that the material in these

Chapters is organically interconnected. @&evcannot
‘understand the immigration process without a sound knowledge
~.of.the life of the Greek peasant and his roots. Further-
‘vmore, there can be no real understanding of the Greek community
of today if we separate it from its development which®began

with immigration, or from the very facfors which are:feéponsible

for its developmenEE)

3. METHODOLOGY.

I was assisted in this researeh_by my wife, who speeks Greek

' ;fluently, and who took an active part in the fieldwork,

especially by interviewing the Greek womén. .

We approached this research with very little knowledge of

the Cape'Town Greek community. :WefWere, however, fairly

:familiar with the general subjectvef Greece&owing to a two
year stay there. But our knowledge waé76f a general nature

.and ndt focussed at all on the Greek peasant, who is the dominant



element in this research.

A search for bibliographical scurces on Greece in general,
and on the Cape Town community in particular, revealed that
there i1s virtually no literature available specific to the
Cape Town community. Only one book, in Greek, dealing
with Greeks in Africa, devotes approximately five pages to
the communities in South Africa. ‘This information is of
an extremely general nature and is concerned chiefly with
Greek immigration prior to 1920. Such information was
hardly relevant to our study. It was therefore clear,
from the outset, that we should have to obtain the information
conce:ning immigration directiy ffom the local Greek

communities.

As a firsf contact we looked through the Cape Péninsula
Telephone Directory and noted every Greek sounding name.

We tried to establish contact with these people by telephone
in order to make an appointment - -to interview them, but this
method was entirely unsatisfactory. The people telephoned
did not understand our intentions, and a great deal of
suspicion was aroused, which resulted in them refusing to
vgrant interviews and an absolute rejection of any requests
-for 1nformatlon. At a later stage, when we kegan to know
the community and after studylng the general literature on
Greek soc1ety, it became quite clear that owing to the

" suspicious nature of the Greek this method could never ha?e

succeeded.

We then tried to establish personal contact trhough mutual

friends who offered to introduce us. . The result was
immediately sympathetic and co~operétiye. We first met
a man who had been living here for 40 years. He gave

us our first general outline, which served as a guide for
drawing up lines of action. He agreed to introdhce us

to his circle of friends, and we began to familiarise
ourselves with the subjectematterfthrough a system of inter-—

views based on general free discussion.

However, we could not limit this study to the social circle



of one man, for there was the obvious danger of meeting only
one specific group of the Greek population. In order to
avoid this we then turned to other sources, which proved to
be most fruitful.

Fromﬁfhe Gfeek Consulate, to which we were kindly given a
letter of introduction by Prof. M. Wilson, we received a list
of about 400 names and addresses of people registered with
them. Although the list was somewhat out of date, it
nevertheless proved very useful. = There was a possibility,
however, that those registered with the Consulate could well
be but a particular segment of the community - keen to preserve
"at least a formal contact with their communal institutions.

Those not?registered might well form:.another element, who, for

"their oan_ asons, might not have been interested in such
formal identification. We decided therefore to use as many
different sources of information and‘ébntact as possible,
including the local Greek priest, the lists we had made from
the telephone directory, and the Greek Students' Association.
We also checked as many cafés as possiblé to ascertain whether
they were Greekuownedmﬁf At the end of every meeting with
each of the above we aéked them for the names of all their
Greek friends or acquaintances, or of'ény Greeks known to
them, even though they'themselves'had had no direct contact

with them. Our list grew immediately.

The meetings were organised in different ways. Sometimeé
the subject to be interviewed volunteered to initiate and
organise additional meetings at which we could meet theilr
friends. We often approached people without previous
arrangement, and presented ourselves, told them the subjéct_
of our rese;rch, and conducted an on the spot interview.

By contrast with the telephone method, this proved to be
very effective and profitable. ~ Personal contéct was
established at once. Weialwaysvspoke Greek, which
generated both trust and pleasure - it appéa@s that the
Greeks enjoy the fact that a foréigner can'spgék their
language - and we wéﬁe often mistaken‘for-Greek,.and even
after correcting this wrong impression, we were warmly

received and given considerable cd—opération. The degree



of hospitality for which the Greeks are famed did not disappoint
us . We were most warmly welcomed. . In order not to
interfere with business, we were careful to visit the cafes

only late at night. Often the cafe-owner was extremely
pleased to have company at that hour, for it relieved his

long day.

As an integral part of the interviews and discussions we always
attempted to broaden our information and requested details
concerning the other people on cur list. These details were
relevant to our statistical analysis and to ocur selection of

a final sample.

After a time we formed some really meaningful relationships
with a number of couples and singie pebple. Because of

- our knowledge of the language, and particularly. because of
the extent of the hospitality encountefed, we were Very soon
able to extend and vary the circle of people with whom we

became friendly and with whom we established informal social

relations, We went with them to plays, concerts, films,
and restaurantse. We were 1nvited to their homeo for
coffee or for dinner, and we in turn rec1procated.- “ - Slowly,

together 'with the structured and spec1f1c 1nterv1ews, we
became, as it were, participant observers. We participated
in both formal and informal cultural activities: an evening
of 'Taverna'1 at the University, a dance organised by the
Greek Womens' Association, a we&éﬁng, Sunday church services,
meetlngs of the Greek Stggents Association, of which we were
made honorary members {(and of which I was. offered the position
of Public Relations Officer!), parties at the Greek afternoon

school, and so on.

The evening at the 'Taverna'’ was most productive. In that
informal and light-hearted atmosphere we met a fairly large
number of people who agreed to be interviewed. The free
atmosphere there gave us an excellent chance for an appraisail

of the Greek South African. " At all the larger social

1. A 'Taverna' is a highly popular form of Greek entertainment
in which the participants dine and dance in a very lively
and traditional Greek way. A
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gatherings we noticed the difference between the young, locally
born Greek men, with their long hair and completely South
African appearance, and those young Greeks whc had only recently
immigrated, who demonstrated their masculinity by carefully
cultivated moustaches. But we found them united and identified
in a rousing and vital performance of strenuous Greek folk-
dancing. Even at this stage of the study we can affirm

the striking paradox of the attitudes of Greeks to strangers.

On the one hand all agree in defining the Greek as highlvy
suspicious and individualistic, and on the other, his friendly
attitude to foreigners is well-known; a reputation he well
deserves. It is difficult to reconcile these conflicting
attitudes for, we as foreigners were treated in a most friendly
manner., People who had not known ﬁs even the day befdre
tried to sweep us into the merry circle of dancers, and

made us feel at ease and comfortably at home with them.

The two stages of fieldwork.

As already indicated, part of each interview was allocated
to collecting information on the community in general -
names, addresses, occupations, dates of arrival, and other
statistical data. Initially, the questions were on

broad lines, aimed at the formation of a general impression
on the subject as a whole. @E soon became clear that the
story of the immigration was a classic and standard one.
Every immigrant had gone through virtually the same
processes and stages. We were therefore able to collect
general information relati?e to the immigration process

and to the peasant family in the Greek villagéZ} We noted
many stories concerning the problems experienced in
educating daughters, marriage, dowry, inheritance, the
difficulty of life in Greece, emigrétion, immigration,
earning a living, and the cafe as the Centre here in Cape
Town. . It was soon clear that we had a relatively
homogeneous community (at least for certain groups), and

the more conta;

= we had, the more readily were we able to
recognise structures, problems, and tensions, so that the
general questions with which we initiated the interviews

became more and more specific. In time we learned to
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ask questions which were more specifically directed to the
core of our interests. As part of a general survey, -

we collected statistical data-on 268 heads of nuclear families.

With as lengthy and detailed a list of people as possible,
- and when we were more familiar with the subject, we

selected a population sample.

At this stage the information collected had been extensiVe
and in the nature of a general, pilot survey, including
statistical material. We then selected a sample based
on particular questions and hypotheses which would be
central to the research. Cur indépéndant variable was
generationndépth (we accordingly chose three groups of
families), and we tried to control other variables, such’
as bachelorhood at the time of immigration, origin in
rural Greece, non-existent professional potential, and

minimal economic status.

We interviewed 15 families whb arrived between 1925 and
1935, - Of these families we were successful in inter--
~viewing most of their kin-network: sons, married siblings,
and single people. We also interviewed 15 families who
_arrived between 1936 and 1947, 15 families who emigrated
aftef the second world war (befween 1948 and 1958), and

© 15 families who emigrated between 1959 and 19609. Some
of these families included married or single brothers and
‘their grown up children, and consequently the total number
of heads of nuclear families (including widows) interviewed

.in the sample was 77.




TABLE I. SAMPLE OF IMMIGRANTS INTERVIEWED.

I r nl
'PERIOD Bachelors Married ! TOTAL j
|

%925~1935 3 19 22 (incl.
g 7 widows) |
: |
1936-1947 1 15 16 (incl.
{ 2 widows) !
1948-1958 1 19 20 E
: i 'i
1959-1969 4 15 19

TOTAL 9 68 77

12



TABLE II. SONS AND DAUGHTERS OVER THE AGE OF 18 BORN TO IMMIGRANTS WHO
' 'WERE INCLUDED IN THE SAMPLE, AND WHO EMIGRATED IN THE FIRST
: TWO PERIODS. | |

PARENTS 1 ' SONS

~PERIOD ~ NUMBER | "BACHELOR ~~ MARRIED

P DAUGHTERS | | CHILDREN
TOTAL® ", " SPINSTER ' MARRIED ~TOTAL "~ "~ TOTAL

| T T X i i ,

L 4925435 A9 i o3 .loooa9. |22 g o5 boes im0 52
e : ' I . —

1936-47....45 L. .7 .. '10"""‘"17"‘ﬁ ;;;;;; I L N RS- S 39

' i ; . o ?

CTOTAL. - .. 34 .§....10 ~29.;,'.,.39‘=ﬁﬁ..,‘.v..“3_~;45;‘.j; 52 I 91

L o | i | E

el



14

Although we tried to adhere strictly to this classification,
we were not always succeésful because every family included
members who had arrived at a later stage or who had married
recent immigrants. In the families of recent immigrants
we aiso found members who had married men and women born in
Cape Town. The first and the fourth groups revealed
particularly valuable inf_ormationo The first group had
very-clear (and seemingly accurate) memories of their .

* fathers' homeé, of Greece, and of the immigration process.
We learned a great deal from them about ége transition
period from the homeland to the new countgij The fourth
group contributed a great deal of information on the Greek
village as it is today, and of the institution of the family
within it. - - Their contribution was greatest concerning
attitudes to the vaEious subjects: they were recent
arrivals,-aﬁd the7iﬁformatibn was still fresh in their
minds. Further, the comparisdn between new immigrants
and people born here yielded most significant material

for our study.

As =lready indicated, the more familiar we became with the
subject, the more specifically we phrased our gquestions.
.We had therefore established a well crystallised guideline.
for structuring the discussions when intervigwing our

sample. .

During the first interviews, we refrained from taking notes
so as not to arouse suspicion and inhibitions. We noted
data from memory immediately after every interview. My
wife accompanied me on most occasions and concentrated on
memorising as much as possible leaving me free to conduct

the discussions. Afterwards we‘§§¢onstructed the

ot

development of the discussions, theﬁpeopl

gireactions,
anecdotes, etc. . We noted each single ﬂiﬁg, often
qwithout logical order or structure, and only then did we
classify and sometimes quantify the answers and comments,
distinguishing therefrom directions and hints for the rest

of our research

At a léter stage I conducted the discussions while my wife



took notes. At the slightest indication that note—tak%ng
disturbed or inhibited the subjects in any way, we stopped
immediately@ It became fairly clear that any hesitancy
was dependent on the number of participants. Note taking

never seemed to interfere when discussions took place amongst
a fairly large group. The conversation then was lively
and free,:%he informants seemed confident, apparently because
of the présénce of their friends, or possibly because the
large numbers created an impersonal relationship and no one
was sure whose opinions were being noted. In any event

the larger the group, the less the inhibition (overt or

hidden) encountered. There were even occasions when the
informants themselves said, "Please don't record this", or,
"Please write this down". A phenomenon which reinforces

the importance of the number of participants relative to
the ease of note-taking is worth noting. It often
happened that when we were with a large group at a private
home, the conversation became lively, with active and even
excited participation. My wife ;ould then take notes
gquite openly without disturbing an&éﬁga Much later,

on such evenings, when most of thezéaests had left, our
host frequently invited us to stay‘for a more intimate
discussion. By then the atmosphere and conversation
would have changed. We consequently felt that it

would be out of place to take notes in such a situation.

Another interesting detail was that very often, after a
particularly heated diséussion, when people had talked a
"great deal and had answered many questions, there would
suddenly be a lull, an awkward silence. Someone would
then comment: "And you? We have told you so much!

But we don't know anything about you. How did you
meet your wife? What would vyou like your children to
do when they are older?” We always answered their
guestions and told our stories quite openly. This
seemed to restore the balance. We were all at ease

once moree.

The interviews were conducted in three different contexts -

not always in the way we would necessarily have preferred -

15
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which usually complemented each other.

When interviewing single people, I would conduct the interview
alone in order to obviate ahy feeling of imbalance on the part
of the informant, which might have made him feel ill at ease.
My wife accompanied me on most interviews with married couples.
These were either held in their homes or in cafés. When
interviewing entire families, thr group usually consisted of
two or three generations; the old father representing his
generation, his children and grandchildren theirs. These
family interviews proved most productive because lively
discussion and even argument between the various generations
and sexes was provoked. We witnessed heated clashes of

PRy

opinion on certain subjects and t

le outcome was most
instructive. The participants'zompletély forgot the
purpose of the gathering and argued freely. Sometimes
the subject matter was a cause of daily friction between
husband and wife, or father and son. Occasionally, the
conversation also exposed new ideas which had perhaps been
subconscious, but which suddenlyﬁﬁégame explicit. Whilst
these discussions were full of S;ﬁd& material, they also
gave the participants great pleaéﬁre; They were
suddenly ‘afforded the opportunity of discussing matters
near and relevant to their daily iives and, as they often
put it: "It was very interesting...}so many things we took

for granted....it is good to talk about them!".
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CHAPTER II.

THE GREEK VILLAGE AND FAMILY.

1. The Peasant in his Village.

‘Despite the great geographical, human, and social varieties
which characterise Greek village life, there are certain
institutions and aspects which are sufficiently widespread

to justify a generalised description.

Greece 1s a mountainous country with only 25 percent of its
land arable. “"The Greeks.have a story that when God made
the world he put the earth through a sieve and used the soil
" to make different countries; but the stones that were left
" in the sieve he threw over his shoulder, and they became

1
Greece".

‘Coupled with this deficiency, a large proportion of the -
.population is rural. According to 1940 statisticé;
“SO‘pefceht of the people are directly engaged in agriculture
with another 15 percent catering for the needs of the'farmer.
This rural population usually inhabits small villages andiﬁ}
compact hamlets. = Quoting the 1951 census, I. Sanders
“states that 44,6% of the total populginn lived in 5 473
communes or lqégg . 'ﬁtical units of:iess than 2 000
‘inhabitants. . ;TBe”Greek_vi11age is characterised by a -
standard physical structure; a collection of houses,. lanes,
.gardens,.orchards, vineyards, and fields, all of which-~
surround the public buildings such as the church, the school,

the community offices and the coffee shops. At the

centre of thése public huildings is the 'mesochori' = a -

public squargror”placef'

 The family homes preéent a variety of architectural styles
acéording to the various regions.. . Dbﬁble—storied stdne

Coy

BN T A
- A

1. "Cultural patterns and technical change". Ed. M.Mead.
Publ. Mentor Books, New York, 1955. p.58. :

2. Figures taken from "Rainbow in the Rock - The People
of Rural Greece", by Irwin T.Sanders. Publ. Harvard
University Press, Cambridge, Mass. 1962
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houses, usually sporting a balcony and external staircase
are most common. A courtyard with a tree, a separate
storehouse and an enclosure, preferably a high stone wall
are very frequent. The houses are not usually aligned
in a regular pattern. They face different directions
and are of irregular shape, typical of verpacular

architecture.

The Greek terms ‘choriates', ‘'chorikos’', derive¢/from the

word ‘'choria' (village) are the closest approximations to
'peasant’'., All Greek peasants live in villages. Sanders1
suggests that in examining social life througﬁdut the Greek
mainland, away from the cities, we can use the -words 'villager',

'peasant', and 'rural population' interchangeably.

Because of the scarcity of arable land and the high
proportion of people living off the land, the rufal population
usually lives in greaf poverty. The peasant has to _
contend with a continual struggle for existence. In this
context and.owing to the great population density in |
relatively small areas, the Greek peasant presents certain
characteristics and attitudes towards men and life that

make difficult any constant co-operation, exédefbate his
social relationships, and load them with tensions. The
Greek is.khOWn to be very individualistic, extremely jealous
of his indepéndence and freedom. His love'fof his freedom
('elephtéria') constitutes one of the integral parts of his
attitudé to life. This concept of 'elephteria' is coupled
with and reinforced by another central component of his
attitude, which he calls 'philotimo'.. 'Philotimo' -
self—esteém — is dear to the Greek to the same extent as

his 'elephteria' is sacred to him. Anthropoiogicai
étudies2 emphasise how important it is for a foreigner

to be aware of these when coming into contact with a Greek,
for it is important "to pay tribute to it, and.to avoid

offending it, or as the Greeks say, 'molesting'it'".3 In

1. ibid. . ,
2. Most of the anthropological works cited in this work.
3. M. Mead, op. cit. p 60 ‘ o v



the section on Education we shall see that Greek parents
in Cape Town look upon the 'philotimo' as one of the central
values that they expect their children to be aware of and

to keep intact and unaltered.

M. Mead states that it is on the 'philotimo' that Greek
democracy and equality rests, sincé everyone,'both as
individuals and as Greeks are equal to everyone else;
neither superior nor inferior. Any Greek bootblack is
equal to the king to whom he may refer familiarly as

"coumbafos’® (wedding Sponsor).'l

Yet this fphilotimo' is not only the awareness of self-
importance but also the deep feeling that one has to behave
correctly and avoid, at all costs, that which is called

'dropi' (shame).

(?bgether with this marked individualism, his love for

freedom and his great concern for his 'philotimo’, the

Greek 1is known as being highly ypicious. He will
lways try to avoid disclosing®détails of his private
life and always consider§ that ady of its detail revealed
by others would compromise his independance. ). His
movements and intentions are usually kept secret and any
decision in his Iife is very carefully considered before’
being implemented. E.Friedl relates the "long group
.conferences"” that take place within the framework of the
Greek's family before he makes any important decision.
This suspicion puts a stamp on all his relationships with

-

Campbell, in describing

and attitudes towards men.
the physical structure of thervillage and the complicated,
irreguiar manner in which the houses are built, emphasises
that "the effect of this kind of distribution is to make

it difficult for one family to keep under observation thé

activities ofimore than two or three neighbouring house-

holds. . Reilable information about the domestic affairs

1. ibid.
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of others is difficult to obtain, and this is highly
prized".1 The daily life of the Greek is governed

by a suspicion of his environment. “A woman will not
disclose what she is cooking. A man about to pay a
routine visit to a nearbv town makes his preparations
inside his house and appears at the very moment the bus
moves off. He has not had to fence with curious
enquirers and this is a small tactical triumph, Conver-
sation between women at the well or between men in the
coffee shop is in part a contest to gain information
without conceding it".2 These attitudes are expressed
in the concept of the Evil Eye. Those who cove#t the /
pcssessions of others may, through their eyes, evoke a

wicked force capable of destroying or injuring the possessor.

The well-rooted principle of 'sympheron' (self-interest)
relnforces this suspicion. It is accepted that each
1nd1v1duum ‘behaves according to his 'self-interest’. . It

is expected and considered legitimate to look to your
"sympheron' in dealings-with others. A man who does not
consider his_‘sympheroﬁ’ would be termed a fool. Naturally,
this awareness and acceptance éf the ‘'sympheron' as a factor
governing éecial relationships makes this suspicion understood

and necessarye.

Balancing these extremely individualistic characteristics,
we find that the Greek tends to seek informal social
relationships with his fellows. The daily gatherings in
the coffee shop are a pattern spread all over the country.

Sanders emphasises the centrality of the, coffee shop in the

social life of the village. Yet even these Lnformal
gatherings are stamped witﬁ his individualistic and suspicious
nature. The Greek villager sees in these meetings a
fresh opportunity to gain information about his friends

while still jealously guarding his own private 1ife.

1. Modern Greece, by J. Campbell and P. Sherrard. Publ.
E. Benn, London, 1968. p.334.
2. op. cit.
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In this social context filled with 'agonia', the family
appears as the only framework where the individual may find

a united front against the external world.

2. The Family.

I do not envy others their vineyards and
their gardens.

I envy only those who can stay in one place,

And most I envy those who have brothers and.
first cousins

To grieve with them, and to rejoice with them,

And to help each other when anything befalls,

(Cretan Folk Song).
a. Structure.

Qibe family is the most important and the most basic social
unit in Greek society. The individual person is usually
never an entity in himself; autonomous, apart, and alone.
He is part of a family, and from it he draws his identity
and personality. He appears in society as a member of a
family and is totally moulded within that social unit.

The whole socialisation process which he undergoes is
intended to prepére him for the fulfilment of his role .

as a member of the family. J. Campbell finds an
essential connection between the cehtral role of the family
and the Greek reliaious concepts: "The family is a divine
institution and the figures of God the Father, the Mother
of Christ, and Christ are in some sense a holy archetype

family of which earthly families are an imperfect reflection"@1

1The family unit has many and varied aspects and functions.

It does not merely concern itself with bringing up childreén, -

A

1- J. Campbell: Modern Greece. p.334.



but also fulfils econovmic, religious,- -and social functions.
This multiplicity of functiohs is one of the major influences
responsible for the solidarity of its members and their
interdependanceg This dependance and solidarity providegf
a potential for intense emotional relationships and a
expectations.  Overt conflict in the family is immediately
accompanied by a véry high degree of emotional strain.

‘Thus a man's loyalty belongs first and foremost to his family.
Initially to his familr of nrocreation, later to his own
nuclear family. "In any situation of conflict between

his family loyalties and other loyalties, family loyalties
will always prevail®. All the anthropvologists qgquoted
herein who have studied the Greek peasant have observed this

family orientation focussing on the family unit.

In his successful portrayal of the role of father, son or
_brothér, a man sees the most important criteria for his
personai success and his social standing.““* His primary
duty is to his family. His honour reflects on his family
and no individuél behaviour is out of the family context.
Behaviour is carefully conducted within the capacity of

. father, brother, sister, etc. It is also with reference
to his family that a man is identified by other members of
. the society. WhedjéﬁGreek’speaks of another, he refers
to him by his family name, and relates to him as being a
representative of that fémilye Any failure in the
behaviour of the individual member will be considered

- as a.faiiure of the entire family and will blemish the

reputation of all its members. .

Tense relationships can prevail between family members
because of an extravagant or drunken husband or father,

or because of ‘too free' behaviour on the part of one of the
daughters. But in spitegyof all the tensions and crises,
the fémily will always appégz to the éutsider as a unified
group in which each member protects the other. The
weaknesses and errors of. individual members are hidden from
the general éommunity, for the shame of one is the shame of
‘véll, AYWOﬁqn may be uEterly miserable because of her

husband's behaviour, but she will never complain about him

L —
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- to strangers. This solidarity is organic, stemming as it

dQes from the very strdng feelings of interdependance which
connect the various family members. Dependance and
solidarity result from both internal and external factors
which serve to reinforce them. The internal factors are
embodied, as we have already mentioned, in the structure and
in the many functions of the family. © The external factors
are the total social environment which classifiés and

identifies a person according to his family unit.

The characteristic qualities of the Greek may seem
paraddxical with:regard to the place of the individual

pérson within society- The Greek sets high value on

his individuality and freedom. We have seen that his
contact with the wider environment is not very intense.

The Greek farmer will always try to .preserve his independance
and autonémy. " He does not fully trust his neighbour and

he passionately guards his’iﬁ@ividuality.' The concept

of freedom - ‘'elephetria’ ié°sacred for him but his conception
_of this is distributive: it does not mean freedom from the

- family structure. This freedom is a precious possession

for all the members of the°famii§ to share, for even the

individualism itself is a family concept. It is possible

- that this particular trait of suspicion of the social

environmént and the isolation of the family are amongst

the factors that contribute most significantly to the

‘cohesion of the family and to the formation of the ,
_collective ind;viduality which characterises it. - But

there is no ddﬁbt that this functions in an opposite

direction too, that this strong family collectivity

‘may also lead to a tendency to segregate from the wider

soc¢ial environment.

'The family is male-centred. The male occupies the
"dominant and central position. He has supreme
authority. He makes the decisions and regulates the

work, and it is he who is responsible for the welfare and

"cohesion of.Ehe famil&i : This centrality of the male

figure in the Greek family finds expression in every aspect

of life. When a woman marries she customarily takes not



only her husband‘’s last name, but his first as well, plus a

suffix '-ena'’', or '-u', depending on the number of syllables
in and the accentuation of the name. This is not a
grammatical gender: the suffix means "wifée of" and may even

‘be added to nicknames (e.g+% Dhimitrios - Dhimitrena). -
Furthermore, a first born son will be given the name of
the paternal grandfather, and a first born daughter that

of the paternal grandmother.

‘Despite what we have said about the centrality of the head
~of the household, it is nevertheleés'difficult to define

his precise position without other considerations. The
roles of husband and wife are so very different and
differentiated that they are hardly comparable and it is
difficult to assess these roles relative to status and

: péﬁsonal qualities for they belong to totally different
social categories and fulfil complementary functions.

As 'this will be enlarged upon in.the discussion of conflicts
mention will only be made here of a few characteristicsvof

sex differentiation.,

The man is expected to be strong and couragecus - '"he
achieves and expresses his maleness"1 through his =zealous.
striving for honour and the honour of his family. ’ One
must understand how central this concept of 'philotimo'’
(honour) is for the Greek male and how central the male
is in the family in order to understand how essential and

organic the two concepts are - the man and ‘philotimo’.

_'Philotimo’vand the}observance of the 'philotimo' of the
whole family constitute one of the components of man's
self-esteem. In cohtrast to the man, the woman is
expected tOjbé sensitive and modest: '"Men assign to
women, and women accept for themselves, some othef
attributes of the young:fﬁaédesty, greater emotiocnality...
less rationality, and a greater vulnerability which
necessitates assistance from their menfdik>and from the

.2
supernatural®. ﬂ S o
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2. M. Mead, op.cit. pp-.65/66.



The attitude of and expectations from women are complex

and ambivalent. Their capacityvto bear children 1is
considered their highest value and there is no greater
blessing than to wishfé_woman many children, especially
sbns0 Yet all matters concerning her sexual 1life are
"regarded with a certaiﬁ revulsion. "If it were possible
'to combine virginity and motherhood these would be the ideal

1 Only within a legitimate marriage -

gqualities of a woman'".
is sexual activity considered possible and even then,
within the framework of this sacred institution, she is

expected to remain reserved and to refrain from immodest

behaviour. M. Mead notes that'very little of the body
is mentioned in personal folk songs - '"genital organs
must never be mentioned, and many women know no names for
them",2 o '

The sexual honour of the woman iésgégardéd as a central.
value and any misbehaviour in this regard w§§ld 1eayé an‘
indelible stigma on her whole family. J;?Campbell
states 1in this mattér_that "female values are referred to
the qualities of the Mother of God: modesty, virginal °

attitudes, and selfless 1ove".‘3

The family constitutes an economic unit working the land -

together. - Men and women have segregated, but complemen-
tary tasks. Women, as well as men, work in the fields,
but work distribution is well defined. All work

fequiring strength and organisation i< performed by men,

while women perform all tasks requiring nurturing and care.

Greek law requires that property be divided equally among
all children, both sons and daughters. The usual
method, is to divide the land into an equal number of strips-
for all the childrén.v . Over the generations this systém

. has caused a dwindling of the land and the‘pbrtion each son

received has become successively smaller. Aware of this

1. J. Campbell, 6pmcit. pp-335 et seq.
2, M. Mead, op. cit. pp65,66.
3. J. Campbell, op. cit. p.335.
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process, the Greek peasant has tried to find ways of
preventing further fragmentation of his land. Very

- often, one son would be sent to study or to find employment
_in town. The money spent on his education would be taken
- into account in the partition of the patrimony. Another
."custom is the giving of a cash dowry for the daughter, for
she would usually leave her parental home to live with her-

husband in his parental home.

This reluctance to divide his land, which reinforces his
stfong familism, results in the Greek peasant often

trying to keep his married children under one roof, so

that they may work together in the fields under his »
supervision. In such cases, each married son has a

room for his own family. The,division of the patrimony
will then take piace when. the fathef'is old and decides to

“retire.

The honourable settlement of the daughter is regarded as a
“sign of personal success by:Which'the father and sons gain
prestige and esteem in their social environment. This

is so because, in order to get a»réspectable bridegroom,

the daughter must have the good reputation for possessing
the qualities of the ideal wife. “ﬁHer reputation reflects
on the whole famiiy and contributes to the reinforcing of

her 'philotimo’.

Marriage bétween kindred is prohibited by the Orthodox
religion, even marriagéSﬁbetween second cousins. . In
addition to this a young man and a young'girl who have the
same godfather are considered to be spiritually 'god-brother'
and-'god—sister', and marriage between them is.prohibited.
Moreover, if two families are linked by wmarriage through
one of their members, no additional marriége can‘take.place
between othér members of the'faﬁily. Because of these
different prohibitions it very often happens that 'the

g;odm has to be found from outside the village as the
:-Choice of unrelated partners within the village has become
limited. Négotiations for the marriages are matters

- which concern the two families and not merely the couple.



Marriages through 'proxe;ia' (arrangement through a third
party) are very frequent, but the 'proxg%itis' (match-maker)
is seldom a professional and any friend or relative may
play the role of ‘proxéeWitis'. The views of the partners
are usually taken into account but they are not expected to
be motivated by personal sentiments such as love or sexual
'attractibn. Social and economic considerations are

paramount.

"Whereas the parents have the obligation of doing their best
for an honourable settlement for their children through a
successful marriage, the children have reciprocal duties
"as to their parents. Children owe their pareﬁts
obedience and respect at all times as well as a deep
awareness of the solidarity binding them and all the

“members of the family together. Thus, parents expect
their sons to take an effective and active part in the

 successful marriage of their sisters. An unmarried

.brother is the natural avénger of a murdered brother or
of a dishonoured sister. ~ It is considered right that .
 brothers should'delay their own marriages until their

f‘sisters have been settled so that the former can protect:
and care for them without having to share their loyalty

betweeh the sister and their own families of procreation.

The accumulation of a dowfy'for a sister is the brothers®

primary duty which they would be unable to perform if they

had to care for their own families.

" The dowry is still today. a central and most important
institution in the life of the Greek family. It is
~virtually. impossible for a girl to marry without a dowry.
Tt is in fact the ddﬁghter's.portion of the parental
inheritanée_which she receives during their lifetime and
"which will in due cburse pass to her as yet unborn
children. The dowry is given to the young couple, but
the daughter retains a1l legal rights to it so that the

husband has access only withvhis_wife's;agreemeﬁ'Eahd her

parents' permission. - It is fairly common to find that
the husband uses the dowry as working capital and as a
souice,of additional income, but the basic capitallalways
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belongs to his wife.

"A dowry may take many forms. Occasionally, a farmer will
‘give his daughter a portion of his land. In this insfance,
because residence after marriage is usually patrilocal, the
husband would have to travel from time to time to cultivate
his wife's land. With this type of dowry the husband
will usually attempt to exchange it for land nearer his own
place of residence or sell it (with his wife's permission)
and invest the capital elsewhere. This form of dowry is
uncommon as the farmer himself is hampered by a land .
shortage. As the recurring equal subdivision of land

in each succeeding generation creates progressively smaller
portions for each generation, the father tends to avoid
'this type of dowry, and uSes another form, namely,'casﬁg

a town house if the groom is from the c1ty, etc. Even
formal education or profe031onal tralnlng may be considered

:part of the dowry - e.g. 1f a girl were trained as a

'seamstress or &

The calculations and considerétions involved in evaluating
“the dowry are thus many and'variedi dlfferlng from place to
place. What is common everywhere is the pr1nc1ple that
there must be a certaln{bglance between the,two kin--groups.

In the marriage negotiatins between the two sets of parents

_therefore, the value o?”the dowry will be balanced against
the value of whatever the groom'srfamily'brings to .the
"marriage contract. The dowry may thus serve as an
instrument of adjustment between uﬁequal groups, and need

not necessarily be- expressed “throlugh ‘identical values,

In'discussing some of the considerations taken into account
in estabiishing the value eE,the dowry it musf be stressed
that it is virtually ihpbssibleito marry off a daughter
without providing a dowry for her. . In many dlscu551ons
"with different people we were told, half jokingly, how '
‘unlucky is the father of daughters, because he has to provide
each‘one with a dowry for fear that they may remain spinsters
at home forever. By contrast, the good fortune of the

father. of sons was emphasised, for he would not have such

28 #A
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a heavy burden.

We are left with a question. What considerations are
‘taken into account in the choice of a marriage partner?:

" The men say, "Wherever you find the fattest dowry, that

is where you go", or, "If you don't have good, heavy,

gold sovereigns, forgegmébeutwmarrying off vour daughter.
_She'will'be left at home with you all her 1life and you will
- have to guard her for many years against the 'wolves' who

will try to seduce her".

Generally, it is not only the amount of the dowry or the-
value of the land that isvcalculatéda Many othef~
details of economic impofténce are also carefully checked
‘and examined. Is the woman healthy and strong enough
tovp;ovide labour and to contribﬁte to the,maintenancé

of the husband's Household? Is.she known to be

diligent and thrifty? We must not forget that the

" dowry enables the husband to improve his economic situation

in the process of establishing his own household, independently

© of his father. For this he needs to accumulate as much
capital as possible. If the bridegroom is from the city,
he may wish to invest in a business of his owni; a workshop,

a barbershop - or, if he is a professional man4 his own -

private practice.

The bride's parents also assess the situaﬁion of the groom
"beyond his immediate financial position. Is he ,.

~ extravagant and careless? Will he fritter away his

" wife's dowry? Does he have sisters whom he is obliged
‘to‘help marry off and is consequently obliged to contribute
towards their dowries? = How many  brothers does he “have?
What will be his share of his father's inheritance?. V ‘Does
‘he take his work seriously? These economic considerations
.fare double~edged. A particularly large dowry may frighten
'_off a prospective groom. ‘ One sbmeﬁimes hears the_Coﬁplaint
}that the wife's doer-mayvbe‘an obstacle to a happy family
life. A 35 year old café owner who has been 1iving in
Cape Town. for 23 years, said, "A doWry is. 1ike a bell - your

wife keeps ringing it in your ears'to remind you how much



“money she brought with her, and this lifts her head too high".

And yet the considerations are never g;way§ purely economic.
The match may bring economic advantages to one family and
social advantages to the other. In this case, the balance

between the two sides will not be expressed by identical

values. The groom may not be economically equal to the
bride. The bride may be wealthy but the groom's family
"may hold high status. He may be a teacher, a lawyer;

or even a barber or tailor in the city (any urban occupation
carries a higher status than farming). - Here, marriage
into a family of high status will not only bring prestige

to the bride but tofher‘entire family as well. Agein

we find the phenomenon'where the actions and situation of

“the person reflect on all the kin,

. In passing it mey be noted that the .choice offen urban
'groom is a status raising factor, but also nds specific
”economic“significance. | Family connections in thexcity
‘are a valuable source of all kinds of economic opportunities

~and improvements.

There is much for the'groom to consider. - The girl's
fappearance could indeed be a factor to take into account.

‘A well- known Greek saying comments half mocklngly, half

‘sadly, onian ugly girl: "Her father will have to provide
~much money to provide her a husband". Her good name -
‘and reputation would also be of vital importance. - (We

shall later return to the subject of honour and its place
. in the Greek way of life.) If the girl has a doubtful

'“reputation concerning her sexual behaviour, or if she is

'r‘ﬂknown ‘to be 1mpert1nent she may well. have great dlfflculty

'Aflndlng a husband - or she may need a“larger than . usual

dowry to atone for her defects.

~For the bride's parents, the question is whether their
“daughter has a good chance of a heppy married life. Will
he treatuher.well and see that she lacks nothing° Will
he beat heré Wlll his famlly accept her as a daughter

or will they treat ‘her as . a stranger and make her miserable?
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In that the bride usually lives with the groom's family
there is always a potential conflict situation between

"her and his sisters or his brothers' wives.

And what of the qualities and functions that seem to

characterise the dowry? It appears that a substantial

. dowry and a successful marriage are thought to express the

manliness and social success of the bride's father_ahd_are
a source of pride to him. The*dowry also helps to
protect the wife, economically‘and socially. This has

great significance when we consider the traditional

residence pattern. In the husband's home she is a
foreigner who must édapt to the whole,extended imily,"
including other married brothers and their wives. Many
tensions occur among the different sisters-in-law. It

is therefore important for the woman to hold status in her
-oWn right. Even if the couple live in a separate house,
" the relationship with members of the father's household is
very intense. Here, from an interview, is an illustration
on this subject: Three generations were preSent. '+ The
‘meeting was arranged by a member of the community with whom
‘we had established exceptionally good rappoft. During
the evening free discussion developed on the role of the
‘woman in the grandparents' generation compared to hef role
“today-. The young women, mothers of young childreﬁ;
claiméd that "the women in those:days were miserable and
unhapby in the small Greek viliéées, so utterly miserable
that had»they been able, many df'them_would probably have
divorced their husbands". An. excited argumeht developed
between tHié generations, with the older women claiming that
‘Vonvthe cdﬁ%rary women were very much happier then than now.
This;wili*be elaborated later. Here‘mention is made
only on the point conterning the protection of the women.
‘They were all of the firm opinion that in thosé-d&ys‘i£ 
"was really extremely difficult for the Greek woman to
divorce her husband, for "What would she do if she divorced
him? To whom could she turn? Where could she go?
How could a single woman possibly look éfter herself, her
children, and her hon@ur?: Allvthis_quite apart from the

stigma with which she would be left for the":ést of her.life".
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“autonomous unit in itself".

The crucial problem that all the women mentioned was that

the divorced woman had nowhere to go and no means .with which

. to settle down:and support herself. My suggestion that

" 'she might return to her parents' home elicited the amused

smiles of people who really understand.... They all
smiled, young and old alike - and explained that such a
woman would be most unwilling to go home as her position
would be too difficult. Her parents had other problems,
poSsibly other unmarried daughters, and her children would

be an additional burden too heavy to carry. And -

»furthermore}how would she get on with her brothers' wives

‘who would be living there or near by. She would be so

dependant on her_parénts and brothers that "she wouldn't

‘be able to open her mouth". Every moment she would be

- reminded that the family_was supborting her and her children.

The dowry, therefore, fﬁnétions as a mechanism offering.the

‘woman maximum prospects for success as well as securing her
"status and security in her husband's home. In addition

to the protection it affords in marriage, should a divorce

take place, the dowry, belonging to her as it does, 1is

" ineffective without a husband. It also enables the

. young couple to start married life and eventually to build

"“a house of their own. "It actually serves as a mechanism
to separate the cduple from the family of origin and helps.

in the process of establishing a new household as an

1 Furthermore, it provides

‘a means of avoiding additional fragmentation of the land.

By giving the dowry, and in so doing removing the daughter

to the husband's home, the farmer reduces both the number

ﬁ{bf people living off the limited land and those who would

" have to share it as an inheritance. The dowry is also

'”instrUmental in adjusting the differences between families
of .differential status, but, in addition, it has the
- outstanding quality of fluidity. It can change form,

and as we have seen, can have different values: economic,

social, personal, moral.

1. E. Friedl, 1963
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This seems to be the most important characteristic of the
dowry, and the most significant for the Greek community

in Cape Town. Later, when we consider the topic in
‘relation to the Cape Town community, we shall see how
clear this quality of fluidity is and how the forms of
dowry may be so entirely new that they may never have
‘existed in Greece. Yet, despite these external changes,

the institution still remains.

3. Conflict.

This section is important for a. comparative study of the
Cape Town Greek community because there appearsrto be a-

. projection of the patterns of conflict prevalent in the
“small Greek village into the new network of relationships
emerging in Cape Town. The-lﬁmigrant brings those

same patterns of behaviour and relationships with him -
“to the new land. These ‘are the attitudes which.make

up his'personaiity and life view. These self same
‘attitudes are the result of a certain reality in the smail
village, where the strutture of the society, the economic
- conditions, the kin structure, the form of allocation of
property, all constitute important sources and factors in
the formation of his .attitudeés to others, to his various
2, kin, and to life in general. In considering conflicts
in a Greek villa_ge,,l it is useful to differentiate between
' two different structural levels: the intracommunal level

and the intrafamilial level.

- The system of inheritance causes a land sub-division and
land therefore becomes like merchandise - easily bought
and sold. As a result of this process of constant
re-division, family plots often pass into the hands df

,strangers. The groom who,.

eceives a portion of land

from his bride will usually attemp{ to exchange it for one

1. Based mainly on "Contributions to Mediterranean Soc1ology"
by P. Bialor. 1963



"closer to his home. The urban groom, interested in
investing in business or household property, will try to
sell the land. . Even the father, if forced to pay a
cash dowry, would probably sell land to do so. It 1is
~therefore quite clear that land is not property that
necessarily remains in one family for maﬂy generatiensa
In fact, it is characterised by its convertibility.

i be found to be

‘there is a high

From this it follows that many people w
owners of neighbouring land“ahd alsQ tha
 rate of exchange of neighbours. . But in this situation
" the boundaries between the plots are not formally marked -
or defined, which often brings about a great deal of-
confusion. A tree, or any other object, may serve as

a marker for certain boundaries. This situation;Very
often sparks off many dlsgutes between neighbours. - - Land

ownership can become a bon

of g@ntentlon which may be

' perpetuated through a number ofl'enerations‘to the extent

"thatemany'families continue hostile relations 1long after
the cause of the original quarrel has been forgotten. '
‘Along with this shortage of ‘arable land, and coupled with
the peor water supply there remains, in addition, many a
cause of bitter quarelling and conflict between neighbours
ahd kin. We must add here the 'natural' disposition

of the individual person in his relationahip to his neighbour}
. The suspicious nature of the Greek farmer is set in child-
hood by his family's method of socialisation. As 1is
’shown in the chapter on child education, the Greek child
very soon learns to relate with extreme care and suspicion
";towards those round him and will always qgestien their-
.hotives.l Various family relationShips too, for.
"structural reasons may be characterised‘by stresses or,

'econversely, by free and amicable relations.2

The mother is the expressive figure of the family. a':She
‘exudes warmth and understanding, particularly to the-daughter.

At a later stage, when the daughter moves to her husband's

Ll
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2. Based mainly on/\'"Contributions to Medlterranean Sociology"”,
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home, all the mother's concern is‘transferred to all her
sons or -to one of them especially. Yet until the

déughter's mérriage, the mother-daughter relationship is
very close and warm. The daughters spend most of the

day with the mother, working at home and in the fields.

 'They are work and leisure companions. . The mother
‘teaches her daughters housework and cooking. Most
activities are done together: they experiment with

innumerable little means of economising on the household
~budget; they work to keep the home warm, comfortable,
‘and pleasant; they worry about and prepare for the

father/husband who must have a warm meal réady for him

when he gets home. The mother'prepares her daughters
for their future role as wife and mother. They prepare
the troﬁsseau togéthe: - they sew, embroider, and chatter
in the company of the neighbouring women. Together

 they prepare for the great day when the daughter will

leave her home for that of her husband. The mother
‘educates her and encourages in her a desire and ability

to bring honour upon her‘prospective husband, and to fulfil
.,ail her obligations. It is quite chmoh for the mother
‘to éndeavour to protect a daughter from her father's anger,
-br,to cover up for the daughter's behaviour should it be

likely to anger the father. And finally, great sadness

-~ “tinges that ultimate day when the daughter leaves-home.

Her'départure represents a great social and emotional loss

~ for the mother. . The daughter, too, goes with mixed

feelings for not only does she leave a close friend, she

also leaves a never ending source of warmth and security.

H_There is a touching custom of handing a daughter a last

‘glass of water when she stands in the doorway just before

‘leaving for her new home.

Much has been written about the relationship between husband

"~ and wife. Friedl emphasises the difficulties of describing
‘this relationship as agonistic. It is true that the wife
must be obedient and respectful to her husband. The older

immigrants paint a very similar picture of the Greek wife
of their generation. The younger people, recent arrivals

in Cape Town, fully endorse this. As already mentioned,
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the woman has to organise the hom;*and keep it clean and
must always have a warm meal waiting for her husband on

his return from work. She never goes to public places
l*~-;~;_"or‘1 her own. One of the old immigrants told us how.he

had 'trained' his wife frdm the beginning to know her place
and limitations: "On our honeymoon, I asked my wife where
she wished to go oné evening. She wanted to go to the
Metro Cinema, where she said there was a good film showing.
I said: 'You want the Metro, we'll go to the Metro'., - We
went there, and after she had looked at the pictures outside,
. she changed her mind, and decided that the film didn’f‘look
interesting enough. She decided that we should go across
the road to the Coloséeum. But I answered her very
strongly saying, 'You wanted the Metro, so the Metro it is.

Not the Colosseum!! Next time you'll think twice before

you decide. I'm not a second-hand husband. You can't
twist me like that!'. From that day on my wife knew
who she was dealing with and she learnt her lesson'. This

anecdote clearly-illustrates the husband-wife relationship.,.
Each one's role is clearly defined and there can be no

ambiguity.

" There are many stories about the husband and wife in the
v..flelds; the husband astride his donkey with his wife
walking behind him. The Greek family is typically~y
‘patriarchal with the father absolutely central as the
regulator and decision maker. In certain villéges the
wife will not sit at the table with her husband if guests
are present. This is thought to indicate her feminine
modesty. However, one must not over-interpret these
specific items and draw hasty conclusions about the lowly
statﬁs of women for this is a complex matter which must be
seen in the total social context of Greek society.: To
judge according to accepted Western European criteria is
likely to distort the real meaning of these Customsm . All
the extefnal signs of deference which the wife shows her
'husband are norms and customs which do not necessarily

detract from her own dignity;

In practice, the wife exerts more than a little influence

36
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on the decisions of the home. She acts quietly, subtly,
seeming not to influence, but in a pleasant, unobtrusive
way, she is in fact partner to many important decisions.
Many husbands consult thelr wives before making important

decisions.
AN

‘As has beenxhoted, the wife is always a moderating factor
in the relationship between father and children. - She
will endeavour to protect her children's activities and
will intercede on their behalf when there is conflict with
their father. All these factors must be borne in mind
"when discussing the changing status and role of the Greek
wife/mother in the immigrant situation. But despite
this, all the anthropologists repeatedly emphasise and

warn that one must not see the husband-wife relationship

as antagonistic, competitive and strained. The contrary
seems true. The roles in sociological terms seem
complementary. The father appears as an instrumental
figure of authority and the mother as expressive. Further-
mdre, the respective worlds of men and women are so
differentiated and separated that the points of tension are
minimized. There 1s a clear definition of roles and
expectations. General consent concerning these roles

- and expectations and even the essence and quaiity'of‘the
men's nature is defined as radically different from that

of the women.

Husband and wife do not spend much time together. Their
" interests are different. Women spend their leisure
time in the company of other women (daughters, relatives,
neighbours) goésiping, preparing the trousseau for a
daughter, etc; while men spend most of their free time
in coffee houses. This will later be discussed more
fully.

Between father and son the opportunities for overt conflict
are few. . There is a network of factors which support
the authority of the father and the readiness of the son to
accept it. ~ The son is dependent ohighe father from

whom, at some stage, he will inherit an, as yet, inexact
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portion of his estate. He works in the fields with his
father, is disciplined by him, and relates to him with the
respect and honour chially accepted as his father's due,
The father's authority is not open to question particularly
by unmarried sons who are totally dependent on him. - The
son honours and respects his father and always shows him
deference. The son will not smoke in front of his father
if the latter disapproves. o They do not usually frequent
the same coffee house as this is considered disrespectful

and the son would not feel at ease.

The father's authority may be weakened if the son has married
and has already received his portion of the inheritance, for
he 1s then not as dependent on his father. If the father

has already stopped working this may also undermine his

authority somewhat for he is then no longer fulfilling an
important economic function. But again, to the father's
benefit, we havé the whole set of accepted norms which
oblige the son always to behave towards his father with at
least external respect. One of the means the fggher

has of reinforcing this system of authority, even in his

- old age, is the 'yerokomio' - that part of the inheritance

which the old man retains for his own security, and the

"distribution of which will only be made known after his

death. Bialor adds another factor for potential
conflict between father and son - the possibly strained

relationships between the son's wife and his parents.

In the case of siblings, the social field is potentially

rich with conflict and even bitter quarrels. Brothers

- are expected to guard the sexual purity of their sisters.

There are a number of reasons for this very strict practice.
Again we mention the Greek concept of honour, 'philotimo’;
that precious possessinn in the eyes of the whole family.
The consequence of agirl's too free behaviour is likely

to bring shame on her entire family. Not oﬁly would

such shame result in an ineradicable stigma on the honour
-of the family, but it would also create difficulties in

finding a spouse. This would automatically increase

the dowry necessary to find a young man willing to marry
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a girl of such a reputation, and would natryally place a
financial burden on everyone. The sons in turn would
be likely to suffer additional harm because the sister's

" behaviour would make it more difficult for them tb find
suitable wives. It is clear that here we have a
parallel though opposite effect - in order to find-a bride,
-the sons would have to be satisfied with a poorer girl
whose lack of material wealth would hot allow her to

discriminate against such a husband.

The observance of proper sexual behaviour is thus so central
in village life that sometimes immoral behaviour on the

part of a sister would oblige the unmarried brothers to
avenge the family honour. Although in recent vyears

_‘the brothers are no longer expected to react to the extreme
of spilling blood, at the beginning of the century there
were still instances where a brother was forcedi;nto

blocd vengeance for his sister's honour.

It often happens that brothersfwill exert pressdre'onfa
sister not to be too selective in her choice of a husband.
K They force her to get married quickly in order.to-release
themselves from their obligation of looking after ‘her.
Because parents wish daughters to marry before sons and
'afe unwiiling to allow the opposite; a girl's hasty
xmarriage would enable sons to find wives for themselves.
In one of the families interviewed, one brother in the
presence of his married sister and her husband, related
how relieved he had been on her wedding day, and how he
‘had said to his new brothér—in—law: "Please, take her.
‘T hand her to you with pleasure....éhe‘s altﬁogether
yours™. We shall return later to this comment and to
the nature of the relationship between brother and sister
in Cape Town because it seems that despite the element

of strain and despite the brother's typical remark, a new
element has entered into this relationship,‘one not present
in Greece. It seems that there has:beén‘a softeningf
in the relationship - a genuine closeness and affection

seems to have taken the place of the tension that was
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characteristic in Greece. . The reasons for this postulated

change will be discussed elsewhere.

There are also many opportunities for conflict between
brothers, the most common and fundamental hingeing on the
question of inheritance. The method of distribution is
usually legally established by the will, and only if the
father dies intestate does the law of equal division among
all unmarried children apply. (The married children
usually receive their portion at‘marriage, or with their

move to independent families).

Unequal division or unclear distribution bring about sharp -

quarrels. The quarrel may often centre on an ill-defined
distribution of land. Disputed boundaries are thus the
most frequent cause of friction. The ultimate distribution

~of the 'yerokomio' is also the subject of neverQénding'

disputes. - Although the 1ld&ii:.provides for an equal division
fﬁgny reasons for a lack of
clarity on this subject. A son who supported‘eiﬁﬁér one
or:both parents in his own house will lay-claim to all the
inheritance, or to the larger part of it, g%ftﬁégéroqnds of
his support.

In the chapter on the distribution of property we stressed
that this distribution is not always made with identical

values, but from a desire to avoid fragmentation of the land.

‘The inheritance need not always be in the form of money or

land. Each son's inheritance may take a different form,
land, education, prbfessional training, or capital. - So,
clearly, it is difficult to reach an accurate evaluation

which will be acceptable to all. Against the background
of this difficulty are set the tensions, the emotions, and

the frustrations existing between brothers.

A factor, inter alia, which leads to conflict between

~ brothers, is their wives. Usually;:when a number of

brothers live in the same house, or near by, or even if
they live separately'but often see each other, the men

will usually blame their wives for the conflicts which flare
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up between them.

No less important is the great emotional load which pervades
the brothers' relationships throughout their shared lives.
The whole family structure and its values continuously
"emphasise toﬁmon responsibility and family unity as the
basic and most central value for a man. Therefore the

_ relationship carries gfeat emotional intensity which-is
transformed into tremendous powers of energy during a
quarrel. The man is thrust into a conflict and the

more loved the opponent, the more dramatic and intense it

becomes.

The relationship between father and daughter is not
characterised by much tension. As the mother 1is théx
one responsible for the daughter's education, there are
few meeting points or points of confrontation with the

" father. The possibilities for conflict are mbre’ 
likely to concern the sexual behaviour of an unmarried
daughter. Bﬁt the normative system is so well

institutionalised that instances of deviation are rare.
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CHAPTER III.

THE IMMIGRATION PROCESS.

1. The Motivation.

CE%e history of emigration seems to have a set pattern.

| Almost everyone tells the same story, one of the emigration
of Eachelors who leave their villages to seek new sources
of\income. A life of poverty, the impoverishment of
the land, and the dwindling number of arable plots - all
encdurage the young bachelor to emigraté:l Letters
and stories from emigrants inflame the imaginations of
the vyoung people at home. The emigrant who returns
after a considerable sojourn abroad is the veritable
"uncle from Amggica" who has become wondrously riCE;
The'whole subjéét of emigratign is presented to the young
boy as a journey to a land(éé}dreams. Furthermore,
Greece 1s noted for its long tradition of emigration.
Amongst the peasants there is a widespread attitude that

emigration well solves economic problems.

£ the findings of research into motivation and attitudes
towards migration in the Greek countryside provide useful
detail.

Calliope Moustaka1 has investigated the attitudes towards
migration (mainly internal migrations to the cities) in
two villages. He found that on'the part of parents,
spouses, siblings, and relations, there was a‘94,05%
approval of the migrant's departure. He also noted, .
inter alia, that more people wish to emigrate than not,
"that more men than women wish to emigrate, and that of .
556 persons wishing to emigrate, 434 or 78,06%_wish»to
leave permanehtly, 97 or 11,45% temporarily, and-25 -or
4,49% did not stipulate any time period. This last
finding of Calliope must be. considered with some

reservation as his investigatic¢ as focused on internal

1. Contributions to Mediterranean Sociology.
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migrations, whereas our research shows that overseas

emigration is usually considered temporary.

Amongst the reasons for wishing to emigrate firStvcomes
the purpose of finding work (33,09%), second the search for
a better 1life (22,66%), third the wish to be near their

families, especially their children, who settled in the

towns (22,3%). Reasons for not wishing to emigrate

are attachment to the village, ownership of property, and
work. In the case of attachment to the village, it is
not the village as the land of their fathers, put as a
‘centre 6f family, society, and way of life. This finding
of Calliope Moustaka seems to confirm the assumption of
Friedl concerning the instrumental attitude of the Greek
peasant to the land. We shall see that this attitude

is very prevalent amongst the immigrants in Caﬁe Town .,

- Chrysos Evelpidisi, in a study of the causes of rural.
" migration in Greece, points out that for many years the rural
population has shown a steady decrease. In 1879 the rural

population accounted for 82% of the total population.of the

country. Then in 1907 it accounted for 72% of the total
population, in 1928 for 67%,-in 1950 for 63%, and in. 1961
for 53,4%. Evelpidis suggests that the main causes for

the depopulation of the countryside are both economic and
social. He lists as economic factors the sma11~a¢reage
of arable land; the introduction of farming machinery,

resulting in less work beinfi@vailable to the rural

" community, and the development of urban industry which
brought in-its wake a collapse of the artisan class in the
village. Among social factors, he suggests that life in
" the countryside is sober and monotonous. LiVing“
conditions are rudimentary, social life is undeveloped,
entertainment is non-existent, and above all, the prospect
of amelioration in living patterns is not promising. Any
comparison with the leisure and 1living conditions available

in the towns serves only to strengthen any ‘aspiration to

1. Contributions to Méditérranean Socidlogyo
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‘emigrate. Evelpidis adds to these factors descriptions
of the better living conditions given by the emigrants, and
especilally the profits the emigrants make in their new

‘homes -~ for they send back money....

- All the abovementioned reasons seem to be relevant when one
considers the motivation of immigrants from rural areas to
emigrate to South Africa. CEZonomic factors seem to be
primary, but in the course of time, an additional factor

seems to have arisen among the latest immigrants:Aa tendency
wn* i

Of the 77 informants in our sample, we received.the following

to join the family already established in Cape,To

[N

answers to the motivation for emigration:

f ) T T |
- To improve To join - Other . No ’
- financial the 0 reasons. answer.
' situation. family. 1 ' C
49 o 12 10 - 6 -
I
Among "other reasons!, we find answers such as: "There

was nothing to do there"; "When I came back from the.
‘Army, my father was already dead, my brother married,
and I had no one there with whom to stay"; "I wanted

to try my luck somewhere else'.

This new factor of joining the family appears during the
course of time. It seems to be particularly-significant
as it may explain the failure to return to the village.

‘This position will be discussed in Chapter VI.

2. The Population of 1972 and the Stream of Immigration.

c o
-The Greek community in Cape Town today numbers +t 5 000
souls. It may be estimated that this number comprises

+- 1 000 family units: the estimate being based on the
assumption that the average size of each family unit is
5 souls (father, mother, and three children). This



 estimate is tentative since many families have a widowed
mother, or an adult, bachelor brother, or a widowed aunt
living with them.  Therefore it is apparent that this

is a maximum figure.

It is difficult to rely on the formal registration of

the Hellenic Community of Cape Town since many Greeks

are not registered members. © Membership may not be
sought for several reasons. Since the community is
compoéed in the main of people with a rural backgrdund,
without formal, higher education, there is a clear
tendency among the few professional and academic<péople

to remain apart from the affairs of the community and not
to adhere‘formally to its institutions. These people

. are, however, well known to the community, and although
not registered, they are spoken of with mixed feelings

of pride and a certain degree of alienation. - Registra-
tion may well not include those of 'mixed marriage' which,
in itself, is likely to cause alienation and eveh a cutting
-off from the community. There 1s also the impoftant
individualism of the Greek, who is not keen on co—opération
-and not inclined to enter any formal framework unless '
_compelied. But since the cdmmunity is small and
Arelatively dense, there is no doubt that most Greeks are
known to each other. It therefore seems that wevcan
"accept as reasonable the numerical estimate of the

Committee.

As mentioned in the Chapter on Methodology, the folleing
data is based on a survey conducted on 268 heads of nuclear

families:

TABLE IIT - STREAM OF IMMIGRATION.
! H ] — i T )
i Year of ! ' : : ; |
arrival 1925 | 1936 | 1948 1958 | TOTAL. |
i -
F % - 24,63 | 13,04 | 33,33 ;28,98 - 99,98

| 3' | ; .

This table indicates dn immigration stream more or less
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equal, smooth, and continuous }n all the periods barring the

‘'second.

"The first arrivalé in the Cape were mostly seamen from
foreign ships, who disembarked and remained in Cape Town,
and the number of people who settled in this southernmost
section of Africa cannot be accounted for prior to 1856....
in 1898 the number did not exceed 60......by 1902 their
‘number had increased to 1 000, after which year they
started to move northwards to the Transvaal and Free State,
at the same time, also settling in various towns -and

country towns of the Cape Province.

"This stream of migration decreased the community in Cape
"Town to such an extent, that in 1915 they did not number
more than 250 Greeks - men, women and children. “The
families wére considered to number 40 completely Greek
families and 10 mixed families. In genéral all over
the Cape Province, including the number in Cape Town,

there Were about 400 Greeks".1

1925

" Starting from about 1925, immigrants began settling in
"Cape Town and constituted a stable and permanenf_element,
"The Committee began to organise itself and develop during
these years. The organisation "The Hellenic Community
of Cape Town" came into being in 1903, in‘which year the
" Greek Orthodox Church was built. _But the.y %;-1925‘is

‘significant for the large, intense Stféém ofiimﬁigrationo

" The overwhelming majority of immigrants weéere bachelors.

. The very fact that they were bachelors, together with the

traditionally central position of the Greek family, set
its stamp on the immigration process which, although

gradual, still remains continuous. The immigrants later

46

1. "Directory of Greek Communities in Séuthern Africa', by
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brought out brides and have, to this day, continued to
bring out relatives and friends and to absorb them into
their midst., This continuous and gradual bringing out
of relatives is reflected in the numbers appearing in the
table. Except for the war years there has been

practically no cessation in immigration.
1936-1947

" The decline in the numbers of immigrants between 1536 and
1947 seems to be a result of the war, during which
immigration almost ceased. This decline has important
effects and will be discussed in the sections on -

relationships between the regional groups and marriages.
1948-1958

After the war, particularly from 1948 to 1958, which is
taken as the third period, there was a great increase in
the number of immigrants from Greece. The civil war
which followed the Second World War caused a deep sense of
dissatisfaction and frustration in all segments of Greek
society. The drastic éhanges’in the Government were
raccompanied by bloodshed, arrests, exile of large sections
of the population, and a fragmentation of Greek socieﬁya'
These social conditions also reinforced the economic
motivation for emigration. Add to this the establish-
ment of the I.G.E.M. (The International Government
Committee for European Migration). This body aided
those who wished to:émigrate and arranged emigration for
skilled workers. Therefore, in the section on
employment it will become tiear that in‘the immigration
'figures for this period, urban and skilled elementé'are

more evident, more so than in previous periods.
1959-19069. -
'Since the war and up to the present, immigration continues

at an increasing rate. One must however regard with

- some caution the data obtained concerning immigration in
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recent years. It is possible that the number of immigrants
over the past ten years is somewhat higher than is shown in
the tables for, as they are still new, not all of them are
well-known to the wider Greek community. It is possible,
therefore, that their numbers are not reflected in a-

correct proportion in this survey. Despite this reser-
"vation, however, it can be assumed that the difference

is not very great as the community is not as large as in
other'metropolitan areas, and knowledge is therefore more

likely.

Within the framework of this survey, we interviewed among
others, the local priest, the Bishop, the teacher, the
official interpreter, the sworn translator, a Greek lawyer;
all people known for fulfilling central roles in immigrétion
and for their membership of various committees of the |
“Community. There are today groups of immigrants from
various places which henceforth will be called "regional
groups". The main regional groups are as follows:-

 Mytilene (from the island of L#&bos): The Pelopponesus:

Epirusyg Cephallonia-Ithaca: Lymnos: Asia Minor:

The v&rious islands (Imbros, Rhodes, Cyprus, Chios, Crete):

Egypt: Athens: Africa (Zambia, the Camerouns, the Congo,
L 1 : SRR

Tanzania): Rhodesia.

" 1. See Diagram 1 in "Visual Method" (Map of Regions of
' o Origin).



TABLE IV - DISTRIBUTION OF ALL IMMIGRANTS ACCORDING TO REGIONAL GROUPS.

v B i i H ¥ L i ’ § H L
oo 1 ! L { B P B ! H |
: v ! h : H

1234 es 67 L8 e 10

i 1
V . - ' : '

. origin . Mytilene Pelop- | Epirus { Cepha- {Lymnos . Asia Various ' Egypt | Athens | Africa ' Rhode~ | TOTAL
o : . popiesus: ‘llonia/ | " Minor {Islands | - ' ‘_‘ . sia
| L ... Ithaca. | ... . _ T I j ‘ ?

i s : o

f i
1,44 199,93

26,08 = 25,36 : 4,'3'4'.;“"-:!_‘ 8,69 ‘1‘1,59‘5 0,72 i 4,34 & 8,69 ¢ 4,34 | 4,34

67



50

Table IV shows that the places of origin of immigrants
are very varied. There are eleven regional groups,
‘the category "Various Islands" including all the islands
" mentioned above. - Despite this great heterogeneity, it
'is possible to divide the population into two categories,
according to the social element which characterises them:
1) ‘all the regional groups of rural origin (Groups 1-7)
2) all the regional groups of urban origin (Groups 8-15)
This latter category includes not only those coming
from Athens, but also those coming from"various -
African ﬁrban>centresn
- " The numericél cémparison between these two categories shows

~ an .overwhelming preponderance of rural origin groups over

urban origin groups.

TABLE V - RURAL AND URBAN ORIGIN GROUPS.

7 ; ' —

' Rural groups | Urban Groups - TOTAL
1-7 8-11 ' .
81,15% | 18,84% 99,99%

i s | _ <

In the rural groups, the groups from Lymnos, Pelopponesus, 5
and Mytilene predominate, constituting 63,03% of the total
~ population, and 77,67% of all the rural population.

- After these three large groups, there follow in. order of
size: Cephallonia/Ithacé;' the - various Islandsj Epirus;g

Asia Minor.

In the urban population the predominant group is from Egypt,
despite the fact that it is not large relative to the total

pdpulation. ' ‘ - -

-“See diagram 2 in "Visual Method".
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Period One: A comparison of the period of immigration by area
shows that immigration began mainly from two large rural areas
Pelopponesus and Mytilene. The rest are divided between

Epirus and Cephallonia/Ithaca.

Period Two: From 1936 the composition of immiéf&£ion changed.
Mytilene and Pelopponesus lost their numerical advantage.
Mytilene constituted 16,66% of the whole immigration of this
period and a similar percentage was recorded for Pelopponesus.
At the same time there appeared in Cape Town a relatively
1§;ge group from the island of Lymnos, which constituted
22,22% of all the immigrants arriving in this period. The
remaining immigrants were from various places, which up to
then had not served as sources of immigration to Cape Town.
They came from islands such as Chios and Rhodes.
Similarly, a small number of emigrants began to emigrate
from Egypt and Athens, but their number was vefy small.
Thus, the three noticeable characteristics of immigration
for this period are:
1. The small number of immigrants relative to the
total number of immigrants (13,04%)
20 The‘ﬁgterogeneity regarding variety of the
regional groups.
3. The rural origin of immigrants is still

dominant.

The small number of immigrants during the war years period
and the variety of the regions of origin, emphasise the
fact that each group is very small in number . This
factor will be clarified in greater detail when the
immigration stream is presented according to each separate

regional group.

Period Three: Immigration increases in almost all groups
including Mytilene, and especially Pelopponesus (this group
accounting for 30,43% of all immigrants in this period).
Immigrants continued to arrive from Lymnos and a relatively
large group came from Cephallonia/Ithaca. In the urban
groups, there is a certain increase from Athens but the urban

groups are still a small minority in proportion to the rural

52



53

groups.

Period Four: Immigration from Egypt and various urban centres
in Afrilca increased. The urban groups constituted 32,5%

of the total immigration for that period.

Up to now the proportional representation for each regional
group has been examined according to the various periods.
Now the stream of immigration is presented for each

separate regional group.

See Diagram 3 in "Visual Method" (Stream of Immigration).
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TABLE VII - . STREAM OF IMMIGRATION WITHIN EACH REGIONAL GROUP.
-- S - -~ - REGIONAL GROUPS ~ R |
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Pelopponesus and Mytilene: Except for the decline in immigration
during the war years, the stréam has continued to the present
day, with a great increase from Pelopponesus immediately

‘after the war. Generally it appears that in these two

groups, immigration is divided more or less equally between

the periods before and after the war. This fact

indicates the family characterisfic of a continual bringing

out of relatives. The section on employment will show

that these groups do nct bring out relatives oniy, but also
friends and acquaintanées from their village for the purpose

of absorbing them into various businesses.

Lymnos: This group underwent a similar process to the two
first groups, despite the fact that immigration from here
started in the second period. It is worth noting that
in the period 1945-1955 the Greek government initiated
extensive cotton cultivation in Lymnos. ~After a time,
the prices fell, the project failed, and as a result a mass

exodus took place from there.

‘Cephallonia and Ithaca: The main emigration from’this area
‘took place in the third period. 66,66% of all immigrants
from Cephallonia arrived during this time. " In 1961 a
violent earthquake shook the whole area of the Eptanissa
Islands in which Cephallonia is situated. " In its wake,
Greeks all over the world collected money to restore the
damage and the governmeht did much to improve the living
conditions of the inhabitants. Hou~es and roads were
built. THese‘possibly are factors which explain the
fall in emigration from this region during the fourth
period.

Athens: A few immigrants arrived from Athens in the third
period, that is, after the civil war, which resulted, as

‘already noted, in a difficult social climate.

Egypt: Emigration began slowly during the second and third
-1periods, but increased sharnly over the last ten years.
The nationalisation of property by Colonel Abdul Nasser
caused a mass exodus of foreigners.  Many Greek emigrants

went first to Athens, tried their luck there, and then



departed frJ@Cape Town after having failed to adapt to the
homeland. These immigrants are characterised by high

geographical mobility.

Africa: It appears that the rise of nationalism in the
African countries and their liberation from white rule led

many people to leave these countries.

The data and these hypotheses were obtained through inter-
views with various informants. However, we may add

that external factors, such as a fluctuation in the
immigration policy of the South African Government have

also had an influence on the immigraticon flow, the place

of origin and the nature of various immigrants. .. It seems

that the South African Government at times adopts a more

selective policy, and imposes various demands and limitations.

In conclusion, the following characteristics have become

evident from the data described above:

Immigration takes place in streams which are more

or less continuous and well illustrate the standard
process of the gradual bringing out of brides,
relatives and friends.

During the war years, with its considerable decrease
in the number.of immigrants, immigration began to
assume a heterogeneous pattern as regards the orlgln
of groups, but all the groups were still very

small in number.

At first, immigration was very homogenous. : Two
large central groups (Pelopponesus and Mytilene) |
dominate, but heterogeneity then increases’in

regard to place of origin. This process of
heterogeneity and variety of regional groups
continues and is noticeable up to the present with
its three predomlnatlng large groups, (Lymnos,
Pelopponesus, and Mytilene). e

While at first all immigration was from rural areas,
urban elements arrived after the war and this is on

the increase.
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Despite this increase an overwhelming numerical
superiority of rural groups remains (81,72% rural
against 18,12% urban).

-The urban element thus constitutes a small minority
but they also arrive at a later date, joining a

settled community of rural origins.

3. Occupations.

JEES soclalisation that man undergoes in a small Greek
village is forcefully expressed when he is confronted with
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the choice of occupation in a new environment. © 82% of X

‘the immigrants who came to South Africa in the 1930's
opened cafési, tea-rooms, fruit and vegetable shops, and
there seem to be two main factors repsonsible for this

choice of occupation:

iigg overwhelming majérity of immigrants arri&ing here were
formerly villagers whose work was of an agricultural
nature, such as the cultivation of olives and vineyards.
The immigrant rarely had other skills. Intellectuals
and professional people are not drawn to South Africa,
although they may emigrate elsewhere. In many spheres,
people with academic gualifications from institutes other
than those of the British Commonwealth are not permitted
to follow their professions in South Africa. Furthermore,
South Africa, not being a heavily industrialised:Country,
does not attract trained technicians and skilled workers,

and the occupational possibilities open to néwiy:arrived

1. In the South African urban context, a cafe does not carry
the same connotation as for example. the side-walk café in
Paris. The cafe described in this thesis is a mixture

-of small grocery shop and general dealer, although there
are some that have a number of tables and chairs, and
supply light meals.-- --The cafe is b-st known in South
Africa as the "corner shop", or "the shop down the road",

whether it be so situated or not. It has the convenience
for the suburban residents of being open for business from.

early morning to midnight, when all other cigarette,soft
‘' drink, milk and bread suppliers are closed.
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immigrants are therefore 1imit‘ed.,1

The second factor which influences the choice of occupation
concerns the personality and general orientation of the
individual immigrants. The Greek peasant's characteristic
of viewing others with suspicion 1s illustrated in his
attitudes to life in general and towards those of his wider
community. Suspicion and tension, instilled into him

from childhood, acquire additional reinforcement when as

an immigrant he enters strange surroundings. - The self-

. o . ° 4
interest principle "Your success must in some way be at my AN
exXpense'" gains emphasis. If a person tends not to

believe in or rely on his neighbour in the familiar
environment of his own home village, how much more will
this be true of him when in a strange land with foreign
customs and language? From the very beginning his whole
orientation is towards a search for something new; a
special type of occupation, one in which he would not have

to rely on others, share his life's secrets, or establish

close social relationships. This is how he sees the
situation. Greek individualism explains the immigrant’'s
orientation to cafe work. The natural individualism

of the Greek peasant, his never wearying love of freedom
and independance,,prevents‘him from choosing an occupation
in which he would be an employee dependent on a master.
The "employer-employee'" relationship is foreian‘to his
spirit. He was certainly subject to the superior
authority of his father when he was at home, but this was
compatible with the cultural definition of family
individualism. To accept orders or instructions from

a stranger is intolerable for him. Any dependance on

others would damage the self-esteem so precious to hi@}

These factors combine to influence the immigrant in his choice
of occupation from the limited selection before him. To
all these factors we should perhaps add one more; the
popularity éﬁdmcgﬁééélity o%ﬁﬁhéﬁééf%éetﬁéﬁsgnfﬁ”tﬁé Greek

1. In addition, in South Africa, most unskilled occupations
‘are, by convention, open to non-Whites only.



village and in Greece generally. The cafe in South Africa
has, of course, a totally different character, for instead
of being a social centre where men meet their friends and

relax, it is essentially a grocery shop.

0f course, these factors were most relevant when first the
Greeks began to emigrate to Cape Town. With time it
became a pattern adopted by new immigrants and which took
root as a result of the tremendous experience the immigrants

acquired in this field.

Together with the formation of this pattern or tradition,
the considerations of experience, and the practical aid
given by relatives already established in this type of work,
the psychological and sociological factors mentioned above

are nevertheless very powerful and their influence is clear.

C&é frequently asked cafe-owners why they had chosen that
tyove of work, for it involved hard[ long hours. The
answers were consistent: "It is better to eat dry bread
than to have a ‘boss' over one's head", or, "With us,

everyone is a captain"%

(E;e statistics we have collected show that the more success-
ful café-owners try to expand their businesses into super-
markets or wholesalers. But usually, in addition to
running the cafée, the successful business man will
speculatewiand and property. Once more, we see that in
his property dealings he is able to limit as far as possible
the number of people on whom he is dependent and on whom he

must rely.

Occupations have been divided into the following categories:
\A1".. Cafe owners.
Lo Property dealers. This category includes those
who describe themselves as pensioners and widows.
It was decided to include them in this category
because most of them continue to deal in property
even after their formal retirement from business.

3. Factory owners. Among factories are included
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bakeries, button factories, knitwear manufacturers, etc.
4. Company directors. Mainly of ship-chandling {firms.
Although this occupation is usually a family one, we have
differentiated it from the next category (extended business)
because of its much wider context.
5., Self employed business men. (Extended business). The
owners of wholesalers, outfitters, supermarkets, bazaars,
drywcleanersw Because of the pufely familygcharacter of
this type of business, this category has‘been differentiated
from factory ownership. (This category will be referred
to as "Extended business").
6 Self employed skilled workers. For example, electricians,
mechanics, television technicians, building contractors,
as well as unqualified bookkeepers. _
7. Employees {(wage earners). This categofy inoludes three
sub divisions: '
a) semi-skilled wage earners: includino'clerks, salesmen,
travellers, bank employees, etc.
b) skilled wage earners: technicians, electricians,
unqualified bookkeepers in employment
c) professional wage earners: teachers, doctors,
éngineers; architects.- .
In many cases we experienced difficulty in placing each person
in a spécific employment category becausevmany‘of those inter-
viewed had more than one occupation: e.g. many cafe-owners
also deal in property; wholesale merchants and outfitters
also deal in property and lease café premises to new immigrants,
which occupation includes guidance and supervision in the
running of the business. For this reason we decided to place
such persons into that category which corresponded to their
declared and off1c1ally defined occupation and to consider

any other occupatlonal involvement as secondary

Likewise, it was necessary to omit from the "company direector" "
categofy all thoée not actively engaged thereln - e. go Young
women who, although registered as suoh, are not active
directors. (This registration is done solely. for tax
assessment and, quite understandably, constitutes an attractive

marriage dowry).



TABLE VIIT - DISTRIBUTION OF OCCUPATIONS
- %] % !
1. Cafes, fruit and
vegetable shops 39,85
g 2. Property dealers |
! and retired 22,46
3. Factory owners 2,89 own business
84,74
4., Company directors 1,44
5. Extended business 12,31
6. Self employed - 5,79

skilled workers

7. Employees:-

a) semi-skilled 5,07 employed by
b) skilled 8,69 others
. 15, 20

c) professional 1,44
TOTAL 99,94 99,94

This data shows that the largest group is made up of cafe-
owners; the second largest group consists of those dealing

in property; and the third largest group is engaged in
extended business. These three groups total 74,42% of

the entire working population. In addition, it is clear
that professional people are in the minority (1,44%) followed
by'skilied workers who constitute 15,92% as against the
84,62% for semi-skilled workers, such as merchants,
_cafe-owners, managers, and so on. Similarly, employed
workers constitute a 16,2% minorityféqmpared‘tq the 85,74%
majority of self employed workers. 'ﬁiFurthermore, the
number of those simultaneously engaged in moreJthan one
occupation has increased. This finding is not expressed
in the statistical data because of the need to put interview-
ees into a particular category and also because of the
objective difficulty experienced in obtaining precise

information. Those interviewed were not eager to reveal
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the extent of their unofficial business activities to a
stranger because such information would disclose their income.
However, there is no doubt that this duality in business

is prevalent.

TABLE IX -~ OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION RELATIVE
TO EACH PERIOD OF IMMIGRATION.

PERIOD OF ARRIVAL

OCCUPATION I 1T III IV

% % % : %
Caftes, fruit
and vegetable 17,64 38,88 54,34 42,5
shops.
Property dealers : ,
and retired 52,94 38?88 6,52 7,5 %
' Factory owners 5,55 2,17 , 5
Company directors | 2,94 2,17
Extended business| 26,47 11,11 13,04 !
Self employed
skilled workers 5,55 13,04 2,5
Employees
a) semi-skiiled 6,52 10
B) skilled 2,17 27,5
c) professional] 5.
TOTAL 99,99 99,97 - | 99,97 100,00

ey

This data gives some idea of the occupational mobility of
the immigrants, particularly those of the first two

immigration periods.

Those immigrants who arrived in the first period now
account for only 17,64% of the café-owners (as against

the very high percentage from other periods). It has
already been mentioned that of the first immigrants, 82%
were initially café-owners. This decline in the number
of café-owners is in favour of property dealers (52,94%)
and those engaged in extendeﬁibusiness (26,47%) . It

seems that the occupations of first period immigrants



underwent a transitional process from that of café-ownership -

usually through an intermediate step of extended business -

to property dealing.

Of the second immigration period, the percentage of cafe-
nwiners equals that of property dealers, while the remainder
is mainly involved in extended business. - Despite the
fact that in the second period the percentage of those
involved in extended business is lower than that in the

first, it is nevertheless the third largest in size.

It se=ms that the immigrants of the second period also
underwent a transitional process more or less similar to
that of the first period, i.e. cafée~ownership to extended

business to propert¥ dealing.

The immigrants of the second period tend, however, tc go
more directly from café-ownership to property dealing.
During the same time, while 26,47% of first period

immigrants are still engaged in extended business, those

of the second period, who are younger, show a clear tendency

to move direct1y f;Qm cafe-ownership to property dealing.

The characteristic framework of the extended business is
the extended family: the extended business being in fact
an extended independent enterprise as regards the family
framework of the employees and the size of the investment -

as well as the extent of the business.

This factor lies behind an essential difference between

the immigrants of the two periods: in order to go from

the café to the extended independent business, the immigrant
had need of an extended family. Immigranﬁs of>the

first period had extended families, whereas the families

of the second period immigrants were smaller in number,
originating from a variety of regional groups, and subject

to a frequent incidence of mixed marriages.

In comparison with previous periods, the percentage of

cafe-owners in the third period is the highest (54,34%).

s
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The reason is obvious. As the latter are still in an
early stage of settlement, the new immigrants seem to

follow the same process as the veterans. However,

while 82% of the first immigrants start in the café trade,

a lower percentage of third period immigrants do so. The

distribution of occupations now appears more varied.

"Two main factors seem to be responsible for this extended
distribution, the first being that a more heterogeneous
element arrived in this post-war period. Among them
were urban elements, many immigrants from Pelopponesus

- who were minor artisans, and a high percentage of immigrants
from Pelopponesus. A second reason is that many of the
new immigrants later married daughters of settled immigrants
and were absorbed into their extended businesses. This

last factor will appear more clearly in Table XI.

Of the fourth period, cafe~owners are still in'the.majority.
“Once again, when compared with the veteran immigrants and
even with those of the third period, it is clear that fewer

immigrants now start in this occupation.

- The wider variety of occupations is now more marked than in
any previous period, including the third. The second
largest group is now that of the wage-earner. The semi-
skilled, skilled, and professional wage-earner now account
for 10%, 27,5%, and 5% respectively, making a total of 42,5%
of the whole. ’

Three other inter-related factors are also apparent. There
is a higher percentage of skilled workers than in the third
period, the first small group of professionals appeafs in the
community, and none of the immigrants are engaged in extended

business.

All the occupational characteristics of this period seem to
relate to the arrival of a relatively higher percentage of
urban elements - mainly from Egypt - than in the previous
period, and of a continuing flow of skilled workers from

Pelopponesus (See Table IX).. It appears that the last two
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periods of immigration are characterised by a wider range

of occupations, with a marked tendency in favour of skilled
and wage-earning workers. The proportion of immigrants of
each period relative to the various types of occupation

clearly indicates this tendency.

TABLE X -~ PROPORTION OF IMMIGRANTS OF EACH PERIOD RELATIVE
TO THE VARIOUS OCCUPATIONS.

z .

PERIOD OF ARRIVAL
lOCCUPATION I II III IV TOTAL %
’

1. Cafes,
fruit and
vegetable 10,9 12,72} 45,45 30,9 99,97
shops
2. Property .
and retired 58,06 22,58 9,67 9,67 99,98
3. Factory 55 T - 100
owners
4. Company
directors 20 50 100
5. ?xtended 52,94 11,76 | 35,29 : 99, 99
business
6., Self~
employed : . |
skilled - 12,5 175 12,5 100
workers
.7. Employees
a) semi-
skilled 42,85 | 57,14 99,99
b) skilled | 8,33 | 91,66 99,99
c) professi |
onal 100 100

(See Diagram 4 in "Visual Method" (distribution of
occupations of rural populations))

The statistical data on employment in extended business or
company direction indicates a clear connection between the
first and third periods, for most of the immigrants engaged
in theée occupations are from these two periods. The
majority of third period immigrants engaged in extended
businesses are the sons-in-law of the immigrants of the

first period engaged in the same occupation. These
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men, who arrived in the years 1948 to 1958, married the
daughters of the immigrants who had arrived here 25 to 30

years earlier.

‘A look at the occupations of the first lbcallymborn
jeneration shows that a high percentage of the sons entered
2xtaended businesses with their fathers-in-law, and also
with their brothers-in-law who had arrived in the third
period. There are no such connections between immigrants
in the second and fourth periods. The reasons for this
difference may be that the percentage of immigrants of the
second period involved in extended businesses is lower than
that of the first period, and because many immigrants of
the fourth period came from urban centres and since they
were skilled workers or employees, they were not drawn

"towards the extended busine§Sses.

TABLE XI -~ (extracted from TABLE X) - PROPORTION OF
IMMIGRANTS OF EACH PERIOD INVOLVED IN EXTENDED
BUSINESSES AND COMPANY DIRECTION.

T i

| PERIOD OF ARRIVAL TOTAL %
T - II - IIT IV

Percentage

Hnvolved 5

(n extended 52,94 | 11,76 35,89 - 100

business

Percentage _

involved 50 50 100

in company

direction

(See diagram 5 in "Visual Method" - extended business).

The data on the cafe, extended business and property dealing
(Table XII) indicates that a hlgh prorortion of those

!
immigrants emanating from rural areas are involved in cafe-

ownership, extended businesses, and property dealing.
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TABLE XII.

i i 7 ' b
Dccupation | Percentage of j Percentage of L
X the total : the rural

population f population ,
Cafe trade 39,85 ‘ 47,32 g
¥ouperty | i
dealing and. 22,46 é 23,21 ‘
retired i
Extended 3 ;
business 12,37 14,28 ,
Company
hirectors 1,44 ! 1,78
-
| TOTAL 76,12 86,59

<§£_his arrival in Cape Town, the immigrant will, for the
first few months, often work in a cafée for an uncle, a
brother, or some other relative. This arrangement
does nol usually last very long. He then opens his
own businessii] Of the 30 household heads of the first
two periods who were interviewed, 17 began working for
relatives (uncle, brother, brother-in-law, or father-in-law),
and of these, 14 broke away from them within the first few
months. Breaking away from a father-in-law or brother-
in-law was far less frequent than from an uncle’or brother.
"Break~-aways involved a serious and intense emotﬂbﬁal
crisis, and of the 14 mentioned above, 6 ended in a
general breaking off of relationships. This crisis

will be analysed separately.

(Zihe veteran immigrants (from the 1930's) told us how
difficult it was to make a living} . At the end of the
day they would count the pennies, and when various cafe-
owners met one another, they would ask, "How much did you
take today?". The answer, so these informants told us,
was always evasive and diplomatic. The cafe-owner was
embarrassed by his small income and used to say, "I took

25" -~ without specifying whether the number referred to
pennies or pounds. ( Besides enduring poverty, they

worked very hard, long hours: from 6.00a.m. until midnight,



and often even later. At first they lived on the cafe
premises, and thus the shop served as their place of abode

and work. It was the entire closed world of the immigrant.
People came to buy and sell. They chatted to the owner

and then left, but his world was virtually limited to the
thr-shold of his shop. With the passing of time the
business flourished and grew, and although the owner

expanded it, the hours still remained long and inconvenient.

He remained as enclosed within these four walls as ever

beforea} This situation had an immediate and significant
result; the well-established central social institution

of the small Greek village, the coffee house, vanished.

(E;e immigrant, bound to his shop or tea-~room, had no leisure
time in which to socialise either often or regularly. The
geographic spread of résidences also contributed to his
isolation. The coffee-house, as the centre for social
gatherings, for communication, and even for informal social
control, could no longer function. With it disappeared
one of the most important mechanisms for the crystallisation
of an all-male voluntary group which meant that the Cape Town
Greek - who later‘might have found the leisure time for it -

lost one of the mechanisms for segregation of the sexes.

"We tried to meet over a glass of 'ouzo'....for a

game of cards.....sometimes wé managed....we wanted

to meet...we looked for opportunities...who had time?..
how could one rely on others to safeguard one's own

interests?".

But even these efforts to meet were limited to immigrants

of the same origin group.

<§his background of long working hours, an uhwillingness to
rely on strangers, the looseness and unstructured nature
of social life, and the isolation of the immigrant, sheds
a special light on the continuation of the absorption

process.

The most significant points which emerge are the 'importing'
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of a wife, the prospects of her changing ‘her functions, of
reinforcing her status, and the genesis of a new set of

relationships between husband and wife.

Once the immigrant had managed to adapt and had opened his
own business, he reached the stage of seeking a wife..
Apart from the natural desire to marry and raise a family,
the immigrant had additional and obvious considerations
which directed his motivation. He was usually nearing
thirty years of age, and this according to the norms of

the Greek village, was considered a suitable time for

marriage. He also desperately needed an obedient and
trustworthy assistant. Partnership with a brother or
relative was, in the long term, not *$uccess ful. In

most cases he himself had brought out one of his own
relatives to help him in the shop, but this partnership
too was eventually dissolved. The business had grown

sufficiently to support a wife as well, or even a full

‘partner. Not only did he now earn enough on which to
live, but he was also accumulatihg profit. . There is
- no partner more faithful than a wife with children. If we

remember the focus on the family unit, then we shall
understand that there is in fact no framework more ideal

for working in partnership. No less important are the
factors of social isolation forced on the man, his limited
leisure time and the restricted and fairly unvaried forms

of entertainment available to him. The coffee house

had been left far behind in the small village.

Meetings with male peer-groups were irregular and infrequent.

The need for a companion in life became very real indeed.

Thus was created the pattern of bringing out a wife. Some~
times a man returned to the village to seek a wife himself,

He might go to follow up a prior arrangement he had to marry
a woman he knew only as a child, or whose family he knew,

or whom he remembered only vaguely. | In some instances

he travelled overseas to marry a woman he had never met;y

an arrangement concluded through a marriage broker. Some-
times, if the girl had come to visit relatives - and the

reason for such a trip was usually to find a husband -~ the
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meeting of bride and groom took place in South Africa.
Often the girl had been brought out by her brothers who
had already settled here, and in such cases,; the responsib-

ility for her marriage rested on them.

One of the most common patterns was that of a bringing a bride
¢ Cape Town. In such a marriage pattern the importance
of the dowry was apparently reduced. The girl and her
parents were not expected to make any material contribution
whatever. When the bride arrived she usually lived with
relatives or with a family of friends for the first few
months before her wedding. In the case of one couple
interviewed, both partners were relatively recent immigrants.
He had been 1living here for six years, she eight months.
The match was arranged by correspondence: through a third
person, as the couple had not previously met . In fact,
they had already gone through a civil marriage so that

she could obtain a residence permit for South Africa, but
they had not yet been married according to religious rite.
As the man still had to finalise various financial,
accommodation and other matters, she resided with relatives
“of her future husband. Their friends said they were
still not freely going about together and were always
chaperoned because no religious marriage ceremony had

been performed. (It may be noted in passing that there
are certain areas in Greece where, immediateiy following

a couple's engagement, they may quite freely go about
together, without any chaperone, and may even live in the
saie house, but it is expected that they will refrain. from
consummating the liaison before marriage;' I did not
manage to establish the custom in the home village of the
couple referred to above, but it seems clear that the

need for supervision was felt to be gtronger in Cape Town).

(:B;general picture of the shared life in the cafe is central
to much of immﬁgrant life. The young couple stand
"together in the struggle for existence. g The.wife is
immediately incorporated into the working routine, and
the children are usually born within the first few years.

Although the couple will probably rent a flat, the cafe



remains the centre of family life. They are extremely
busy. The wife assists her husband considerably and
divides her time between the cafe and the care of the
children. The main focus is on the cafe and nct on
the home, for little time 1s spent in the latter. The
wife is responsible for meals, but these are usually eaten
in the cafe, and sﬁé may relieve her husband for an hour
or two while he rests. In this way the wife too spends
most of her day in the café, rushing between customers,
children, and hOTéB

For the children in particular, the effect of the cafe~
centred life could be marked, setting them apart from
their school fellows. Many detailed descriptions of
the daily activities and life in the cafe attest to this,
and to the fact that it is a shared experience for most
of the community. All the 20-30 year olds who were
born here speak with mixed feelings of this fact of their
experience. There seems to be both a longing for the
days when the whole family was united and closely-knit,
"as -well as an awareness of the difficulties that all had
experienced 1in those years. The following is a most
vivid description:

"All the memories of my childhood are somehow

bound up with the cafe. Whenever I was free

I would go and help my father. I would go

straight from school to the cafe, grab some food,

and immediately begin to help. Sometimes I

would have to get up in the middle of a meal to

serve: there were rush hours. The cafée was

next to a cinema, so that intervals and the end

of the film were very busy periods. Everyone's

help was enlisted - my brother's and sister'‘'s, my

mother's and mine. At timéstwe were so busy

that there was no time to talk. *  But there were

guleter times too, and then my sisters and I, to >

pass the time, would sit and chat and laugh

secretly about the customers";

When asked about home life, he replied:
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"At home! At home we would mainly sleép or meet
for social occasions. I hardly remember the
house. Only long afterwards, after we had sold

the cafe, then we began really living at home.
Actually, our home was really the shop (he suddenly

defines it for himself). I remember that I did
not like staying at home. It was cold, lonely,
boring. I even did my homework at the shop®.

This story is characteristic of all the families interviewed.
His cousin, today married to a Greek architect, tells the
same story. The café is then the real functional home

for a mane.

Another informant stated:
"There was hardly any time for entertainment; I had
many hidings from my father in this respect. | After
school, my friends would take part in many extra-
mural activities, while I had to be in the shop.
The only way I could get out of work was 5y
preparing lessons for school. That wag‘Sacred,
My father knew no compromise on that subject. But
as to enjoyments, my father used to say. 'We are not
English. We have no time to waste on sport and

such nonsense. We must work'™.

The same informant went on to tell us of his frustrations
when his friends would pass the cafée and call him to play
football. His father would always say, "Later, when

you have time. Now there is work". The informant added,

"Of course, there never was time".

Any limited leisure time was usually centred round the
family. A family visit to relatives or'friends, an
invitation to a baptism or wedding, Greek national
festivals, when everyone would meet at the church.
Occasionally they would decide to close the shop and gc, on
a picnic - but that would occur very rarely, because on
public holidays business at the céfé would be particularly

brisk.



%E; café as a business is well suited to the nuclear family
framework, i.e. father, mother, and young unmarried children.
Running it requires the unskilled abilities of the immediate
members of the family, under the supervision of the father.
There 1s no need or room for another adult. The father,
supported by his wife, is guite competeht to perform the
responsible tasks of bookkeeping, ordering stock, etc.s..
while the children are able to help with the simple tasks

of serving, selling, and cleaningz] It could be contended
that an additional adult assistant would ease the burden

on the couple of the long working day, but we must remember
the individualistic and suspicious nature of the Greek and
his strong desire to use to the maximum his own'abilities
and time to increase his profits. It then becomes

clear that any outside assistance would not only be
superfluous but undesirable, especially if this additional
assistant were himself a breadwinner, fesponsible for the
economic support of his own family.

For these reasons; the harmony oflthe family running the
cafe changes only when the sons and daughters grow up and
marry. It is partly in this context that the transition

from café—owne:ship'to extended - business may occur.

The transition 1s generally achieved within the framework
of a commonly accepted pattern. Before the extended
business is opened,; all the steps and prospects involved
in such a move are carefully considered during a series
of discussions in which all members of the family
participate. Much discussion over a considerable period
of time may ensue before a decision is reached, and even
- when it has finally been decided to open an extended
business, the café is not immediately closed. ii-~ On the
contrary, the new extended business 1s opened while the
cafe continues in operation. - Both will be run
simultaneously until the new business proves itself
profitable and secure. Sometimes a year or two may
elapse before it is finally decided to close the cafe

and to concentrate on the extended business.



Certain conditions must be fulfilled for such a transition to
take place. Firstly, the café-owner must be economically
stable; he must have at his disposal sufficient capital

with which to open the new business. His capital must

in fact be large enough to enable him to run the two
Dosinesses simultaneously. As the new business usually
requires a much larger adult staff than the cafe - and her=z
vounger children can obviously not be of much help - it
requires the organisation of a team of workers. it also

requires more complex organisational and bookkeeping

~activities, which only adults are able to perform. Further-

more, the adult workers must be reliable. In the tran-—
sit