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Daar vind n verskuiwing plaas van die

platteland na'die stede. Twee-derdes

van ons blanke bevolking sit in die

stede en dic mag is daar. Tndien ons

wil sorg dat daar hoop is vir die

toekoms van die Afrikaner, moet ons die

stad inneem. ITndien ons dit wil doen,

dan moet ons die werkers wen.

- Dr. A. Hertzog, 1937.



IT

PREFAC

The years after 1930 witnessed the emergence of the present-day
National Party and its eventual victory in the 1948 general election.,
However, 1ittle literature has appeared on the white labour movement,

the Labour Party and the trade union activities of the Afrikaner

nationalisty during the period.

The Garment Workers! Union was a Witwatersrand-based trade union
wifh & dominant Afrikaner membership. The thesis examines the
Garment Workers} Union's political history between 1230 and 1953.

The case stﬁdy was designed to coutribute to an understanding of the

Afrikaner worker and the trade union movemente.

As the Garment Workers'! Union and the Trade Unica Council of
South Africa Collections have been sorted and resorted respectively
since I carried out my research, it would be futile to provide box

r fiie references for the material cited in the thesis. I am

o]

unnable to provide box references for The material cited from the
Labour Party Collection.
I wich to express my gratitude to fnose who, unlike many others,

allowed me to interview them. As part of a quid proc quo they remain

anonymous.

My appreciation is extended to the officials of the Garment
Workers'! Union for their assistance on my numerous visits to their

offices.



I also wish to thank Mrs. A. Cunningham and Misc M. Jacobson
for allowing me speciai access to the Garment Workers! Union

Collection sfter they had closed it for sorting.

In conclusion, I wish to thank Professor D. Welsh, who fook
over the supervision of the thesis towards the end of the study,

“for his guidance and advice,

<
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| o

JNTRODUCTION

A number of organi§ations ranging from the Communist Party
(C.P.) to Afrikaner nationalist groups have interested themselves
in the white working class on the Witwatersrand.‘ The various
organisations viewed the labour movement as a méans of mobilising

the workers behind their respective banners.

Although numerous communists held prominent positions in the
trade union movement, the C.P. was never able to gain much support
[ 4
A
#
among the rank and file memberg, The ideciogical struggle for the

support of the Afrikaner worker was primarily one between white

¢class politics and Afrikaner unationalism.

5

Many newly urbénised ATrlkaner workers were enroiled as Grade
union mémbers, The Afrikaner working class bpegan to show an in-
clination for white class politics and newly won Afriksner support
contributed to the Labour Party's (L.P,) limited revival on the

Witwatersrand during the 1930%s,

Afrikaner nationalists viewed the trend with increasing concern
and from the mid-19%0%'s Afrikaner nationalist groups began 1o focus

H

their gttention on winning the Afrikaner worker to ‘Afrikanerdom?,
The Afrikeaner ﬁaﬁionalistsf trade union activities operated at two
levels. At the one level, the Afrikaner nationalists attempted to
wean the workers from ideologies of class; At the other level, the

Lfrikaner nationalists endeavoured to establish or to reform trade

unions on what they called chiistian-national lines. The Afrikaner



N

nationalists' campaigus against specific trade unions in, inter slia,
the mining, building and clothing industries, achieved limited
success. The Afrikaner natioualists, for exampleg finally g=ained
ccontrol of +the Mine Workers! Union at the close of the 1940's, but
were never sble to unseat the leadership of the Garment Workers!

Union {G.W.U.).

The Afrikaner worker from the beginning of the 1940's increasingly
abandoned -~ although he was not necessarily ‘weaned from -~ ideologies
of class. Afrikaner Working class support helped the National Party
(N.P.) to win the 1948 general election and to consolidate its
pqéition in the 1953 general election. The N.P. govermment launched
an assault on the trade union movement. Iv used the Suppression of
Communism Act of 1950 as amended in 1951 to remove numercus trade
_unionists from their posts ~ e.g., B.5. Sachs, the genersl secretary

of the G.W.U. (1928 - 1952).

From the mnid~1930fs the G.W.U. had a predominantly Afrikaner
membership. The G.W.U, enroiled a large number of non-whites into a
separate branch of the Union during the 1940's. Howéver, the G.W.U,
remained exclugively under the control of the white membership until

1953 when the non~white members were enfranchised,

Although he remained an ardent communist, Sachs had been expelled
from the C.,P. at the beginning of the 1930's. During the early
19%0's the C.P. attempted to discredit and unseat the Sachs leader-

ship.

From the mid-193%0's the Sachs leadership propagated a white
working class ideology and guilded the G.W.U. into active participation
in white class politics (e.g., the G.W.U., affiliated to the L.P. in

1947).



>

This broad political case study of the G.,W.U. focuses its attention

on two themes, An attempt will be made to explcin why the Afrikaner

o

workers oun the Witwatersrand from the bveginning of the 194Cfs in-
creasingly threw their support .behind the N.P.; and why they turuned

away from the L.P, and the United Party. It will be argued that the
rapid erosion of the L.P.'s Afrikaner support base was to a considerable

extent the consequence of the L.P.'s abandonment of the ideclogicsal

struggle.

The reasons for the Afrikaner nationalists! limitéd'success in
their trade union activities in general and their failure to unseat
ne G,W.U. leadership in particular are analysed in detail. The
question why the Afrikaner nationglists failed to dislodge the G.W.U.
leadership requires a brozd analysis of the G.W.U.'s nistory. The
leadership, constitution, colour policy and‘democratic character:of
the 3.W.U., and the Afrikanér nagtionalists! campaigns against the
G.W.U, leadership are examinéd. The garment workers' experiences

during the early 1930's help one to understand their Views and

attitudes over the subsequenti years.

There is virtuaslly no literature availiable on the L.P.'s history
-4.1_ - - 1 l o . .
after the early 1930's ~, ILimited literature has agppeared on the
Afrikener nationalists' trade union activities. A . Hepple and more
racentliy D.0'Meara have examined the Afriksner nationalists! trade
. e s 2 . e e s
union activities generally -, Hepple blurs crucial distincticns

between the various Afrilkaner nationalist organisations, while

1. Tor example, scattered references can be found on the L.P. in

H.J. Simons's and R.E. Simons's Class and Colour in South Africa 1850-

1950, I.L. Walker's and B, Weinbren's Two Thousand Casualties has a

short section on the L.P.

2, A. Hepple, Trade Unions in Travail; D. O'Meara, "Analysing
Afrikaner Nationalism: The 'Christian~National' Assault on White
Trade Unionism in South Africa, 1934~1948", in African Affaifs, vol.
77 no. 306, January 1978, pp. 45-72.




‘

O'Meara everemphasises the ‘econcmic'! and tends to squeesze events.
and hie conclusions into inaccurate time seguences. Neither writer
has carried out more than supeificial reseafch into the G.W.U.'s
hisﬁory. 0'Meara Was probably mislied inlhis analyeis of the G.W.U.
by the G.W.U.'s 1953 election results cited in Hepple's work.

. Heprle faiis to inform'the reader when he provides the election

) ) . . 1
- results that the G.W.U.'s non-white members were enfrarnchised. ~.

H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons deal briefly with the Afrikaner
. . . st . s s 2 '
nationalists' trade union acztivities in their Jjoint work ~. One of

the Afrikaner nationslist organisations, the Nasionale Raad van

Trustees, has published an account of its struggle to gain control
of the Mine Workers' Union 3. E.S., Sachs's two books ou his
experiences in ‘the G.W.U. are superficial in content and avoid
numerous issues'4. Consequenily, the thesis makes é significanﬁ

contribution to an understanding of Afrikaner nationalism and class

politics on the Witwatersrand.

The paucity of literature on the areas covered in the study
necessitated a somewhat unconventional structuring of the thesis.
Conclusions tend to precede the comprehensive discussions on which

. they are based.

The first part of the thesis deals with the structures and

~colour policy of the G.W.U.

1. A. Hepple, op. cit., p. 50.
2, H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit.

3. L. Naudé, Dr. A, Hertzog, Die Nasionale Party en die Mynwerker.

4. BE.S. Sachs: Rebels Daughters; The Choice before South Africa.

o



The secoud part examines the G.W.U.'s history during the first

half of the 1330's with the emphasis on the C.P.'s African Federation
of Trade Unions.
The third part examines the Arrikaner nationalists' campaigns

and propaganda against the G.W.U,

‘

The final part examines the L.P.,, and the G.W.U.'s activities

in white class politics generally.



PART ONE

- CONSTIMUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

AND ADMINISTRATION



CHAPTER I

INTRODUCT 10

The South African clothing manufacturing industry emerged with

. the twentieth century. In 1929 there were forty clothing factories

in the Witwatersrand and FPretoria ares l. The principal clothing
manufacturing regions were the Witwatersrand and the Westera Cape
which in 1938/19%9 manufactured roughly 52,7 percent and 33;8 percent

of the country's production respectively,

TABLE 1

ROUGH PERCENTAGES OF THE REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION GF

THE SOUTH AFRICAYN CLOTHING MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY 2
WITWATERS- WESTERN BEASTERN r OEMA INDER OF
YEAR RAND CAPE care | PUEBAN L omnrmy
1938/1939 52,7 23,8 1,0 745 5,0
1952/1953 52,0 31,3 2,2 8,1 6,4

A large mumber of the manufacturers were Jews (many of whom ~

ms s : o . 3
generailging from an anecdote or two -~ were former tallors) -
Clothing factories could be established with relatively small ini-

tial capital investments and in 19%7/19%8 only 3 percent of the
7,

A

1. H.A,F. Barker, The Economics of the Wholesale Clothing Tndustry

of South Africa 1907 -~ 1957, pp. 13%-15.

2. Ibid.y po 101 table XTI,

3« The Garmént Worker/Die Klerewerker., October 1939; Informai

interviewsg, 1978,



Tailoring Workers! Industrial Union ~,

. o s : . . 1
country'ls clothing factories were owned by public companies .

The woriforce cf the emergent Witwatersrand clothing manufac-—

c o . 2 S s . - -
turing industry was primarily white . . In the mid-1920's a white
Johannesburg tailors'! trade union organised the white workers of the
Johannesburg clothing manufacturing industry into a separate section
of the Union, In the late 1920's the Union organised the white
workers in the nearby Germistcn clothing factories into a branch of
the Union. In 19%4 the tailors withdrew from the G.W.U. (as the

~

Union was now kmown) and established an independent trade union, the

3

The G.W,U, during the subsequent decades organised the eligible
non-white workers on the‘Witwatersrand into a nuwmber itwo branch of
the Union; and organised the local (apparently white) millinery
workers and makers of men's hats inte sééarate branches of fhe

Union 4¢

The comparatively low wages of the clothing manufacturing in-
dustry's workforce outside the Witwatersrand inhibited the G.W.U.'s
ability to cbtain wage increases for its members. The G.W.U, en-

deavoured to improve the wage standards of the indusiry's workforce

outside the Witwatersrand.

1. HJ.A.F. Barker; op. cit., pp. 196 table XX; 201,
2. Ibidu’ ppo 14‘—150

3. Ibid., p. 372.

4. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, January/February 1951.



TABIE 2 ' \

MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES (INCLUDING COST OF LIVING
ALLOWANCE) OF QUALIFIED FEMALE MACHINISTS AS PRESCRIBED

BY INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL AGREEMENTS *
YEAR TRANSVAAL | WESTERN CAPE | EASTERN CAPE NATAT,

‘ s d

s _s 495 g%
1938| 55 45 has
1940 47° 64
s da * s ¥
ho461 . go® 70°% 11¢ 76" 11& 783
: : 69° 11 70

hos3 | 1345 29 93° 62 96° 9¢ gsS 108

¥ Reflect two categories of qualified female machinists,

The G.W,U. organised the unorgasnised garment workers of Port

Elizabeth (in 1937), Bast London (shortly thereafter), Kimberiey

and Bloemfontein (both in 1947) intc branches of the G.W.U. 2

The G.W.U. established branches in Kingwilliamstown and Poitchefstroom

1. H.A.¥. Barker, op. cit., pp. 383-386 table XXXIV; The Garment

Worker/Die Klerewerker, January/February 1953. it must bve

noted that numercus variables (e.g., hours of work a week and ratio
provisions between qualified and ungualified workers) make a
comparison between regional wage rates only a rough index of the

actual regional disparities.

2. H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., p. 372.



during the 1930's *,

l. Minutes of G.W.U., Potchefstroom Branch General Meeting, 28
January 1938, G.W.U, Collection; Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C.
Meeting, 5 October 1937, T.U.C.S.A. Collection; Die Vaderland,

14 June 1937; The Garment Worker/Die KléréWéfkéf; January/February

1951. With the excepntions of the Port Elizabeth, Pctchef-

stroca and Western Cape branches I have not conducted research

into the non-Witwatersrand branches. The Port Elizabeth and (probably)
the East London branches were organiged on & multi-racial basis., The
racial composition of the itwo branches varied substantially over the
years (see the racial percentages of the Eastern Province industry

in table 3 p.11). The Bloemfontein branch probably had scparate
sections for its white and non-white members. The XKimberley and
Potchefstroom clothing industries employed essentislly colcureds

and whites respectively. The Potchefstrcom branch enrolled only
white members. Black workers were largely prohibited by industrial
legislation from belonging 1o registered trade unions (eag., the

GW.U.). The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, July/August 1947,

September/October 1947; H.A.P. Barker, op. cit., pp. 289-290 table
XXVII; The Potchefstroom, Port Elizabeth and Western Cape branches

are discussed elsewhere.
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. The G.W.U. endeavoured over the years to bring about co-
operation among the garment (iae.,the workers employed in the
clothing manufacturing industry), tailor and textile workers' trade
unions in South Afriecza., It focused its attention on establishing
a national garment workers'! trade union (or a consultative committee
as a step towards its.establishment) with the Durban and Western

3 . 1
Cape garment workers'! trade unions .

The G, W,U., also engaged in a numbef of 'direct' campaigns in
the Western Cape. The G.W.U. established two epnemeral branches in
competition with the Garment Workers! Union of the Cape Peninsula
(1930-1931, 1935-1938). The latter campaign included an endesvour
10 infiitrate workers who favcured cloge co-Operation ~ i.ecy

'national unity' -~ with the G.W.U. into the Garment Workers' Union

1. eege: E.S. Sachs tc C.E.C., 28 January 1938. G.W.U. Collection:
B.S. Sachs to Secretary, Tailoring Workers' Industrial Union, 2
.December 1936, G.W.U. Collection; E.S. Sachs to J. Bolton, 23
September 1935, 22 November 1938, 15 November 1943. G.W.U. Collec-
tion; J. Bolton to E.S. Sachs, 26 January 1943, 30 January 1945, 7
Mey 1947. G.W.U. Collection; ZPYresident, Vice-~President and Ceneral
Secretary to Secretary, Garment Workers! Industrial Union (Natal),

8 Scptember 1956c~ G.W.U., Collection; Honorary Secretary to E.S.

. Sachs, 12 October 1936, G.W,U, Collection; E.S. Sachs to Secre-
tary, G.W.U.C.P., 2 December 1936, G.W.U. Collection; E.S. Sachs
to Executive Committee , G.W,U.C.P.; 15 February 1939. G.W.U.
Collection; R. Crawford to General Secretary, G.W.U., 12 November
1951, G.W.U. Collection; Minutes of Second National Conference,
Garment Makiﬁg Trade Unions, 26 January 1943, G.W.,U. Collection;
Minutes of First Session of the National Conference of Textile and

Clothing Workers'! Trade Unions, 30 August 1947. G.W.U. Collection.



of the Cape Peninsulals (GGWOUOC.PQ) leadership 1, The G.W.U, sub~
gequently took the nascent Ca?e'Millinefy Workers! Union under its
wing as a branch of the t-.W.U. and in time launched a campaign anoag
Cape Town's garment workers prombting 'national unity! (1943-1945);
and later engaged in é campaign to mobillise support among the

G.W.U.C.P.'s rank and file for 'national unity'! (1954-1955) 2.

The GoW,U., was faced with numercus ohstacles in its opposition
to the authoritarian ¢.W.U.C.P. which espoused a cautious, parc~

chial and tepid type of trade unionism. The G.W.U,C.P. enjoyed the

1. The 1930~1931 campaign is discussed at pp. 50-~-56. For the 1835~
19%8 campaign, e.g.: Minutes of Executive Committee Meebing of th '
SA.GW.U., 6 April 1936, %0 May 1936, 22 June 1936, 23 November
1836, 20 December 1936. G.W.U. Collecvion; E.S. Sachs t0 E. Weln~—
berg,.ZBbeil935, 18 June 1935, G.W.U. Collection; Report of E.
Weinberg to the First General Members Meeting of the S.A.G.W.U., 3
June 1935, GJ.W.U, Collection; DPamphlet issued by the C.D.C. and
addressed "To All Trade Unions, Trade Unionists and Workers" (n.a.).
G.W.U, Collection; Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meefing, 16 Avgust
1938, T.,U.C.S.A. Collection; Minutes of the Annual Conference of
the To & L.C., 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 April 1938, East London, see list

of affiliated trade unions. T.U.C.S.A. Ccllection.

2., 1943-1945 campailgn, e.g.: P, Podbrey, Secretary, Cape Millinery
Workers' Union to Secretary, Millinery Association (Cape), 14 Janu-
ary 1944. G.W.U. Collection; P. Podbrey to E.S. Sachs, 29 October
1943, 2 December 1943, 27 Septembexr 1944. G.W.U. Collection; E,.S.
Sachs to P. Podbrey, Secretary, Cape Millinery Workers' Union, 15
May 1944, 22 June 1944. G.W.U. Collection; Circular advertising
meeting in Cape Town on 25 July 1945. G.W,U. Collection; Secre-

tary, Western Province Local Committee T. & L.C. to Members of the

N.E.C.T. & L.C., 5 November 1945, G.W.U, Collection; The Garment
- Worker/Die KlereWerker, March/Apri1.1945, July/August 1945; 1954~
1955 campaign, e.g.: The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker. Edition
of Saamtrek, 14 May 1954, 21 May 1954, 28 May 1954, 3 September
1954, 18 April 1955, 6 May 1955,
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active support of the clething and millinery manufacturers.in its

1 i
The only success the
)

organisational struggles with the G.W.U.
G.W.,U. achieved in its various 'direct! campaigns was in 1955 when
the GW.U.C.P. agreed to establish a consultative committee with

the G.W,U., end the Durban garment workers! trade union 2.

The G;W.U.Ys expepiences in the Western Cape refiected the
general difficulty of successfully vadermining a trade union or its
leadership. Although the G.W.U.C.P. was largely moribund during.the
G;W;U.'sil930nl931 campaign., a discussion on the canpaign in part
twé of the thesis has been extended to provids an example of one

of the G.W.U.'s 'direct! activities in the Western Cape 3e

This first part of the thesils examines the origing, constitu~
tional development, cclour policy, and the leadership structures

and perscnalities of the G.W,U, on the Witwatersrand.

1. R. Stuart to Minister of Labour, 26 October 1946. G.W.U.
Collection; M. Nicol, "The Garment Workers'! Union of the Cape Pen-
insula and the Garment Workers'! National Unity Movement 1927-1955",
Economic Honours, University of Cape Town, pp. 19, 34-36, 38--42,
48-49, 57, 60~-61, 72, 76-77, 90-93, 55, 100. For a rough indi~-

cation of the G.W.U.C.P,'s racial composition see table 3 (p.11).

2. The Garment Worker/Diec Klerewerker, Edition of Saamtrek, 24

June 1955, 15 July 1955.

3., 'See .50,
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CHAPTER IT

E. S, SACHS'S STRATECY FOR THE
- WHITE WORKING CLASS

E.S; Sachs was born in 189érin (according to A. Scheepers)
Latvia, énd in 1914 ~ presumably with the rest of the family - .
journeyed to South Africa to join his father who had arrived on the
Witwatersrand a humber of years previously 1. The following years
saw Sachs employed in & bonokstore, in a trade store catering for
blacks (he was obliged to leave the trade aftex playing & prominent
role in a strike in 1920), sit for the London metriculation examina-
tion in 1921, enter the Witwatersrand University iun 1524 as an en-
gineering student, and become involved in leftist poliiics (e.go, he
Joined the Young Communist League in the early 1920's), Sachs
dropped out of university ~ according to him due to lack of means -

and in 1925 left South Africa and spent tem months in Britain and

the Soviet Union 2.

On his return to Scuth Africa, Sachs re~entered the Witwaters-

rand University at the beginning of 1927 to study law and eccnomics

1. X.S. Sachs's evidence. H=ighth day, 17 December 1941, p. 549, in
"E.S. Sachs vs. Vooritrekkerspers Bpk." Court record no.: W.L.D.

Trial) 107 of 1942; J. Lewis, "Solly Sachs and the Garment Workers!
’ .

Union", in Southern African Labour Hiétory, ed, E, Webster, p. 181.

\ . v
2. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, September/October 1951;

E., Roux; S.P. Bunting, A Political Biography, p. 63.




and obtained part-time employment as the secretary of the Witwaters— .
N n ; N 1 \ . P ;
rand Master Tailors® Association ~. The Assoclation was an employers
organisation which comprised approximately one hundred crafismen
“who were independent contractors and who had their own woerkshops and
2 P 1 1 . g b
employees o It would appear that Sachs's predecessor as secrétary,
: . . . . \
a member of the Witwatersrand Tailors' Association (W.T.A.),; had
withdrawn from the post after the W.T.A., had requested him to resign
. . . .3
from the trade union for the duration of his secretaryship ~.
Nevertheless, Sachs, still a student and secretary of the employers!
Association, successfully contested the election for the vacant

full-time post of general secretary of the W,T.A. in November 1928 ',

]
The W,T.A., was renamed the G.W.U, in 1930 2.

1. The Garment Worker/Die Kleréwéfkér, September/October 1951;

Petitioner's Replying Affidavit, 22 November 1932. E.S. Sachs vs.

G. Pirow, T.P.D., p. 22, Witwatersrand University Library.

2, IE.S. Sachs, Rebels Daughters, p., 233 C.F. Glass, General Secre-

tary to H. Myers, 7 February 1927. G.W.U., Collection; H. lyers Lee,
Witwatersrand Master Tailors! Association to C.F. Glass, Secretary,
wW.T.A., 8 March 1927. G.W.U, Collection; E.S. Sachs,.Secretaryﬁ
Witwatersrand Master Tailors! Association to Secretary, W.T.A., 23

March 1928, G.W,U, Collection.

3. H. Myers Lee, Witwatersrand Master TailérsY Association to C.F.
Glass, Secretary, W.T.A., 8 March 1927, G.W.U. Collection; C.F.
Giass, General Secretary to H. Myers, 7 February 1927. G.W.U,.

. Collection; Petitioner's Replying Affidavit, 22 November 1932, E.S.

Sachs vs. 0. Pirow, T.P.D., p. 22, oOp. cit.

4. Petitioner's Replying Affidavit, 22 November 193%2. E.S. Sachs

vs, 0, Pirow, T.,P.D., p. 22, op. cit.; E.S. Sachs, RébéiS'Daughters,
po 23.

5. E.S. Sachs's evidence. Eighth day, 17 December 1941, p. 550, in
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In the early 1920's Sachs opposed the admission of blacks to
the Young Communist League and argued that they be organised in a

s e 1 A .
separate associaltion ~, Sachs bcecame g leading member of the C,P.

In the late 1220's the C.Pe adopted a 'Native Republic! pclicy.
In terms of the !'Native Republic! policy the C.P. was committed to
establishing "an independent South African Native Republic as a

stage towards the Workers' and Peasants! Republic"

Despite his expulsion from the C.P, in 1931 for "reformist"
trade union activity and thc subsequent intrigue directed by the
Party at his G.W.U. administration, Saéhs, in his rhetoric during
the early 1930%s, cited the C.P. as fhe cnly Paxrty for the working
class 3. He further called for the organisaticn of trade unions on
militant working class lines and de~emphasised the role of frace

. o . . . 4
and colour! in trade union organisation .

Towards the middle of +the 19%0's Sachs began 10 express views
which were more consistent with the policies he was obliged to en-~
force in the W,T.A., His views remained consicient for the rest of

his period in office, Sachs remained & committed communist and a

1., E. Roux, S.P. Bunting, p. 63

2, Se.P. Bunting, Imperislism and South Africa - Report on Behalf of

the Delegates of the South African Communist Party 1928, p. 5<.

.. . . - . - . N :
For a detailed examination of the 'Native Repubiic! policy see H.J.

Simons and R.E, Simons, op. cit., pp. 386-415.

3. Unmsebenzi, 4 September 1931; Minutes of the Annual Conference
of the T. & L.Ce.: 26, 27, 28 March 1932, Port Elizabeth, p. 18; 1,
2y 3 April 1934, Johannesburg, p. 67. T.U.C.S.A. Collection,

4. Minutes of the Annuel Conference of the T. & L.C.: 4, 5, 6 -
April 19%1, Durban, p. 36; 26, 27, 28 March 1932, Port Elizabetn,
p. 22, T,0,C.S.A. Colliection,
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firm admirer of the Suviet Union, However, he differed with the
South Afrj‘.ca{n C.P. {which édvocated a multi-racial policy) over
raclal strategy. He also at times argued that the following stage
in South Africa was one of progressive capitalism (i.e., the

industrialisation of the country under capitalism).

/7

. Sachs became a p:otagonist of the formation of parallelvand
sectional trade unions as =2 meaﬁs of building up the militancy of,
and of slowly unifying the white, coloured/asiatic and black workers.
On the poiitical level the immediste task was to win the white worker
to white working class poiitics., He believed that it was an exercise
in futility to try to win the white worker directly to the cause of

the multi-racial working class.

'Racism' between members of the white communiiy (e.go, anti~
semitism), as distinct from cultural nationalism, wes condemned
outright. Sachs argued that if the Afrikaner was 10 be won to the
cause of the white working class it was necessary to tazke his

rationalist sentiments into comsideration. In 1958 Sachs wrote

that the labour movement had

failed to realise that the vast masses of Afrikaners may
“enjoy full rights of citizenship abstractly, but in con-
crete practice they feel as an oppressed nation. as a

/
nation which was deprived of 1ts independence by violence,

as a people which suffered cultural, econcmic and political

oppression, and the wealth of whose country has been



and is being plundered by foreign capitalists ;e

1. For general statements of his views: The Garment Worker/Die

_ Klerewerker, August 1938 (Quote in text), September 1938, January
- 1939, March/April 1941, July/Avzust 1943, September/October 1943,
November/December 1943, March/April 1944; E.S. Sachs's evidence.

A
4
Pourteenth day, 13 September 1945, pp. 1185, 1194-1195, in "E.S.

Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez." Court record nc.: W.L.D. (Trial) 1003

of 1945; Reply of E.3. Sachs to the Report Submitted by 2A.J.

¢4
(@)
-

Downes., G.W.U. Coliection; Minutes cf the Annual Conferenc
the Te & L.C., 1%, 14, 15, 16, 17 April 1936, Cape Town, pp. 80,
86, T.U.C.5.A. Collection; E. Roux to Editer, Forward, > April
1936; E.S. Sachs to Editor, Forward, 17 April 1936; Minutes of
the Full Committee of the Campaign for Right and Justice, 1 Decém_

beI‘ 194'4'0 ToUcCcSvo COlleC'tiO."la
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CHAPTER III

CONSTLITUTIONAL AND RELATED RESPONSES TO
ETHNIC/RACIAL CHANGES IN THE WORKFORCE ‘

A. ' The Early Years

A large proportion of the tailcrs on the Witwatorsrand at the
dawn of the twentieth century were eastern Furopean Jews. From the
close of the nineteenth century ephemeral combinations of master
tailgrs emerged on the Witwastersrand and in 1913 the W,T.A. was
established at Johannesburg 1. Although the W.T.A, experienced a
few bfeakaways over the years, it remainéd the primary tailors’ union
in the area and cbiained regis%ration as a trade uniou undexr the

Industrial Conciliatior Act of 1924 2.

1. E.S. Sachs,; Rebels Daughters, p. 25; BE. sitsham and J.F. Trembath,

.

A First Account of_Labour'Organisafion in South Africa, p. 110.

2. E. Gitsham and J.F. Trembath, op. cit., p. 110; 2] to J. Gocdman,
Chairman, Transvaal Garment Workers' Union, 26 Méy 1923, G.W,U.
Collection; Convenor to the Commitiee tc J. Goodman, 19 June 1923.
G.W.U, Collection, Whites, coloureds and asiatics ~ in contrast
t0 blacks ~ were eligible for membership of registered trade unions.
When published an industrial council agreement (i,e., negotiated by a
'régisuered trade union(s) and a registered employers! organisation)
had the force of law and regulated the enlire industry's wage rates
and conditions of employment in the area concerned, Blacks, unless
expressly provided for, were excluded from an industrial council
agréement's provisions. A Wage Board Determination did not apply to
workers winose wages, etc., were regulated by an industrial council

agreement, An unsatisfactory feature of a Wage Board Determination

static until either replaced by a fresh Determiration or displaced by
an industrial council agreement. '

\
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The W.T.A.gs'inclusive and exclusive endeavours to proteét its
members! wages and conditicns of emplojment are reflected in the
following examples. On the one hand, the W.T.A. enrolled the white
workergs of the emergent clothing manufacturing industry into =
separate sectlon of the Association in the mid~1520's, and contem-
plated enr&lling coloureds and asiatics as members on a few cccasions
auring the second half of the 1920's 1. On the other hand, an in-
dustrial council agreement in the mid-1920's prohibited blacks ffom
performing certain nperations, and the W.T.A. requested the ilinicter
of Labour in about 1530 to halt the further influx of foreign tailors
who were entering the couniry in large numbers. The W.T.A. com-~
plained that the enforcement machinery was inadequate aud that a
large number of newly arrived immigrent tailcrs worked under sweated
conditions in contravention of the tailors! industrial council

- 2
agreement's previsions .

From at least 1928 a closed shop provision was included in both

the W.T.A.'s bespoke (i.e., tailoring industry) and factory (i.e.,

1, J. Lewis. "The New Unionism: Industrialisation and Industrial

Unions in South Africa 1925-1930", in The South African Labour

Bulletin, vol. % no., 5, March/April 1977, p. 44; Minutes of
W.T.A.C.E.C., Meeting, 21 February 1929. G.W.U, Collection; E.
Gitsham and J.F. Trembath, op. cit., p. 110.

2e H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., p. 335; Memorandum Sub-
mitted by the W.T.A. to the Minister of ILabour in Respect of (4)

Immigrant Tailors, (B) Bespoke Tailoring Work in Clothing Factories,

(C) Amendments to the Industrial Conciliation hct (n.d.). G.W.U. Collect-
ion, . BRetweern January 1926 and May 1929 497 white tailors

(many of whom were from =astern Europe) assumed domicile in South

Africa. A4 large number settled on the Witwatersrand. - Memorandum

Submitted by the W.T.A. to the Minister of Iabour, op. cit.
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~clothing manufacturing industry) industrial council agreements 1.
The W,T.A. bespoke section's membership was estimated to be about
five hundred in 1928 2., In February 1931 2 097 whites (of whom

1 3915 were'female); 489 blacks, 124 coloureds aﬁd 7 aéiatics were
employed in the Witwatersrand and (virtually non-existent) Pretoria

clothing mnianufacturing industry 5

« While the bulk of the white manu-
facturing industry's workforce comprised newly urbanised Afrikaner
females (employed as operatives), the majority of the small number

. ‘ R 4 .
of mele workers consisted of eastern European immigrants . The
Afrikaner female garment workers lived in poverty, particularly as
many of them sent portions of their meagre wages to relatives in

the rural areas 5c

In addition to the central execubive committee (c.e.c-) which
consisted of an equal number of bespoke and factory members, the
bespoke and factory sections had their own committces. The patro-
rising attitude of the skilled membersz to the Afrikaner women 0pera¥

tive members coupled with the Afrikaner's lack of interest in the

1. E.S. Sachs's evidence. Eighth day, 17 December 1941, p. 562, in

1

¥ierspers Bpk.', op. cit.

"E,S. Sachs vs. Voortre

2., Ibid., p. 552; E.S. Sachs, Rebels Daughters, pp. 24; 27.

3. "Report to the Minister of Labour by the Wage Board. Bespoke
Tailoring and Clothing Manufacturing Industries'", dated 2% October

1931, table 4. Ans. 82 19351-1932.

4., E.S. Sachs's evidence. Eighth day, 17 December 1941, p. 552,

in "E.S. Sachs vs. Voortreikkerspers Bok.", op. cit.

5. The Garment Worker/Die KlereWerker,‘Edition of Saamtrek, 25

August 1978; "Report to the Minieter of Labour by the Wage Board.

Garment Making Trades", dated 12 April 1935, p. 19. Ans. 99 19%6.
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trade union resulted in the latiter playing a minimal role in the
W.T.A./G.W.U.!'s decision-making processes, For example, the 1930
c.esC. appears to have had only one Afrikaner member (whe was =

male) 1[

The 1931 and 19%2 general strikes in the Witwatersrand clothing
mdnufécturing industry depleted the G.W.U.'s financial resources 2:
The failure of the 1932 sirike fesulted in, inter alia, the abolition
of the closed shop in the manufacturing industry 3. Participation in
the ctrikes mobilised a number of Afrikaner female factory members
who began to agitate for g greater say in_théAaffairs of the Union 4,
Sachsfs support for the Afrikaner women activists can be explained
by his genuine sympathy for their cause and his manoeuvring to
strengthen his support base in the face of a challierige to his leader-
ship by a C.P. "fractionﬁ in the G.W.U. > The bespoke seciion

withdrew from the G.W.U. in 1934 with an agreed pcrtion of the

-

i. E.S. Bachs, Rebels Davghters, p. 24; Minutes of W,T.A. General

Meeting, 14 January 1930, G.W.U. Collecticn; Minutes of G.W.U.
General Meeting, 27 January 1931l. G.W.U. Collection; Interview,

Johannesburg, 29 August 1973.

2. Minutes of G.W.U. General Meeting, 18 February 1932. G.W.T.
Collection. For the 1931 =nd 1932 general strikss see p. 57.

FB, E.S. Sachs's evidence. Eighth day, 17 December 1941, p. 562, in

YE.S. Sachs vs. Voortreklkerspers Bpk.", op. cit.

4, E.S. Sachs, Rebels Daughters, pp. 99-1C0; Forward, 7 April 1933;

Interview, Johannesburg, 29 August 1978,

5. Interview, Johannesburg, 29 August 1978.
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Union's funds and formed an independent trade union ~. Sachs re-

mained general secretary of the G.W.U,
B. Pressing and Unequal Pay for Equal Work

Dufing the 1G3C's blacks performed those jobs (e.g., pressing,
packing) in the Witwatersrand clothing manufacturing industry which
were not generally doneﬁby the white workers 2. A Wage Board Deter-
mination for the industry published in 1932 brought black pressers
on the Witwatersrand under a wage regulating instrument for the
fiist time and resulted in a substantial increase in their wages.
An endeavour by a number of menufacturers to replace the black
pressers -~ who.had hitherto done neurly all the pressing in the in-
dustry - with white male youths met with limited success as the
white pressers tended *o drift to Jjobs which offered better wages,
advancement opportunities, etc.

A closed shop provision was restored to the G.W.U.'s indus-
trial council agreement in 1935 4. In 1935 a number of pregser

(and cutter) members of the G.W.U. approached the Union over blacks

performing their occupations on the 19%2 Wage Board Determination

1. E.S. Sachs, Rebels Daughters, p. 1003 E.S. Sachs's evidence.

Eighth day, 17 December 1941, pp. 550, 563, in "E.S. Sachs vs.

Voortrekkerépers Bpk.", op. cit.

2. U"Interim Report by the Wage Board to the Minisder of Labour,
The Bespoke Trade and Clothing Manufacturing Industry", dated 20

July 1931, pe. 3. Ans. 56 1931-1932.

3, "Report to the Minister of ILabour by the Wage Board., Garment
Making Trades'", dated 12 April 1935, pp. 16-17, 28-29. An. 99 1936.
4, E.S. Sachs's evidence. Eighth day, 17 December 1941, p. 562,

in "E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkerspers Bpk.'", op. cit.
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wagé scale which was proving detrimentai to their wage position l.
The G.W.U., turned to the South African Clothing Workers! Uaion
(formerly the Nafive Clotning Workers! Unicn) and providesd various
forms of assistance (including financial’loans) to help revitalise
the black union. The G.W.U. hoped that the black union, albeit un-
registered, would be able to negotiate wages superior %o the Deter-
ﬁination's wage rates with the Tfansvaal Clothing Manufacturers!
Association (T.C.M.A.) 2, The G.W.U. unsuccessfully attempted ox
at least one occasion during the latter 193%0's to have the black

pressers incorporated into the industrial council agreement 5.

fhc wages of the hlack pressers rémained at the 1932 Wage Board
_Determination rates throﬁghout“the 1930's, Although the white
pressers obtained slight wage improvements (and the differential
between their and thé black pressers'! wage rates increased) as the
decade progressed, thelr position did not improve, Manufacturers

increasingly tended either to dismiss the white pressers or to seek

l. E.S. Sachs's evidence. Ninth day, 18 December 1941, p. 621, in

"E,S., Sachs vs. Vcortrekkerspers Bpk.", op. cit. For the operation

of Wage Board Determinations see p. 20 footnote 2.

2. E,S. Sachs's evidence. Ninth day, 18 December 1941, pp. 621-622,

in "E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkerspers Bpk.", op. cit.; G. Makabeni to

E.S. Sachs, 20 June 1935. G.W.U. Collection; A. Scheepsrs to G.
Makabeni, 18 August 1948. G.W.U. Collection; Judgment of Muxrray dJ.,

delivered 3 February 1942, E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkerpers Bpk.,
W.L.D., quoted in The Garment Wofker/Die KlereWerker, Janvary/February

1942, p. 14.

3., Propcsals for a New Agreesment for the Clothing Indusiry Trans-
vaal Submitted by the G.W.U. at a Joint Meeting with Reépresentatives
of the T.C.M.A., 15 March 1938, G.W.U. Collection.



“exenption for them from the industrial council (which comprised
revresentatives from the G.W.U, and the 7.C.M.A.) from the operative

-
-wage scale's top rates .

Ce Coloured Labour and Demands for Representation

During the 1930°'s coloureds formed an‘insignificant portion of
the Witwate?srand clething manufacturing industryis workforce., For
example, in 1936 coloureds and agiatics comprised 2.percenﬁ of the
industryl!s workforce (i@eg, 125 coloureds and 5 asiatics) 2g The

| 20

coloureds were employed in a few factorieg where -~ it would appear -

they did work normally performed by the white workers 3.

The G.W.U. had contemplatéd organiging the coloureds and
agsiatics dnto the Union on a few occasions during the latter
1920'g 4. 4 provisional draft of the constitution which appliéd
during the first portion of the 19%0's contained a provision feor a
separate section for non-white members 50 Sachs claimed that the

G.W.U, successfully established a separate scction (i.e., the number

1. "Report to the Minister of Labour by the Wage Board. Investiga-
tions into the Garment Making Trades; Second Objection Stage', dated
12 July 1940, p. 4. An. 15 1940-1941; E.S. Sachs to D. Colraine, -
T.C.M.A., 23 June 1938, G.W.U. Collection, |

2. "Report to the Minister of Iabour by the Wage Board. The Garment

Making Industry", dated 21 February 1978, p. 5 table 1. An 190 1938,

3. Minutes of W.T.A.C.E.C. Meeting, 21 February 1929. G.W.U.
Collection; E.S. Sachs, Rebels Daughters, p. 118,

4, Minutes of W.T.A.C.E.C. Meeting, 21 February 1929. G.W.T,
Collection; J. Lewis, "The New Unionism", op. ci%.y; pe. 44.

5. Constitution Adopted 2 July 1929, Garment Workers' Union Trans-
‘vaal, sec. 4(B)., G.W.U. Collection. I was unable to find a

copy of the constitution in its final form.
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two brench) for the coloured and asiatic workers in the mid-19301s l.

However, although a number of coloureds were enrolled into the G.W,U,,

it would zppear that the aumber two hranch never really got off the
2" e n e o

ground . The G.W.U.'s 1937 consicitution was colour-blind and the

branches envisaged in its provisions were undoubtedly geographical

. 3
in character ~.

The South African ciothing iﬁdustry grxperienced expansion as the
Second World War gained momentum. However, a fair number of white
garment workers on the Witwatersrand left the industry -~ the females
to'more lucrative employment in munition factories and a relatively

-

insignificant number of males to the armed forces 4,

o

If the manufacturers were unable to 6btain sufficient labour at
Yreasonable! wage rates, the Witwatersrand industry would stagnate
and some manufacturers would move to the coastal areas. ILarge
numberé of coloureds (particularly WOmen) were absorbed into the
'Johannesburg industry. The proporition of coloureds and ssiaitics in

the Witwatzisrand industry rose from 2 percent in 1936 i

(e}

no

N
INY

[oT]
N
-3
[89]
N

percent a decade later (to approximately 202 asiatics and

1. E.S. Bachs, Rebels Daughters, pp. 118-120.

é. Ibid.; The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, iay/June 1949,

3. G.W.U. Constitution (n.d.), sec. 11. G.W.U. Collection.

4, "Proceedings of the Commission of Engquiry into the G.W.U."
(Hereafter referred to as G.W.U. Proceedings): J. Breytenbach's
evidence, 28 March 1949, p. 1873 , A. Knoetze's evidence, 20 January
>1949, pp. 478-479. G.W.U. Collectlon; A. Scheepers's evidence.

Third day, 8 December 1941, p. 131, in "E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkers-—

-

Eéfé‘ng;", op. cit.; "E.3. Sachs vs. A.B., du Preez', op. cit.; J.
Cornelius's evidence. ZEleventh day, 10 Septembexr 2945, pp. 888-889,
T.J. Evens's evidence., Thirteenth day, 12 September 1945, pp. 1121~
1125, '
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Coloureds; .

The G,W.U; would nave been faced with numerous difficulties if
an independent ccloured and asiatic trade union was established,
In 1941 the G.W.U. decided to wevive the number *wo branch and the
i«coloured and asiatic workers became subject to the closed 5hop

: .. 2
provision .

While the G.W,U. made no move tc amend its cdnstitution, it
restricted its non-white members to activity within their branch and
control of the Union remained exélusively in the hands of the (White}
membership. Johannesburg general meetings were the final arbiter of
G.W.U. affairs °. In terms of section 10(D) of the constitution:

Unless otherwise stated, "general meeting" or "meetings"

o]

shall mean a meeting of the members of.the Tnion em-
ployed in the Magisterial Digirict of Jochannesburg or
regiding in that District. MNembers of the Unioun re~
siding or employed outside That district may be present

4
at all meetings with fuvll rights of membership +.

The consgtitution contained no restrictions and only if the words

1. "Report by'the Wage Board to the Minister of ILabour on the

Clothing Industry, Union of South Africa", dated 1 May 1956, p. 18

table 3. An. 704 1956; H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., pp. 289290 table
XXVIii. . The entire coloured population in the Transvaal in 1946 was
59 986 (of which 29 802 were female). Union Statistics for Fifty

Years 1910-1960, p. A4d.

2. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, May/June 1949. .Unless other-

wise stated, all references to leadership, cadre, shop stewards?
meetings, general meetings, members, etc., are of the white 'section!
Of the Gn‘\;FJ.Q‘.U.G

3. G W,U, Consgtitution (n,d.), Sec, 6(a), G.W.U., Collection.

4. TIbid.,, sec. 20(D).
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"uniless otherwise stated" were interpreted o mean as stated by the
Ce€oCo (0T previous general meeting) could such meetings be legally

restricted to specific branch(es) or race(s).

The number two branch executive committee considered the de
facto position of its branch members to be untenasble and towards the.
latter half of 1943 comménuéd an agitation for a say in the affairs
of the Union 1, In a letter to the number two branch exécutive
committee the c.e.c. conceded that the requesﬁ for fepresentation on
the c.e.c. and the industrial council was reascnable from the point
of view of trade union principle.i‘However, the c.e.c. asserted that
the overwhelming majority of (white) rank and file members were un-
doubtedly opposed 1o the requested representafion. The c.eo.c. added‘
that

Whilst the committee recognises the necessity of edu-

cating the masses of Eurcpean workers to a clear under-

standing of the necessity of complete uvnity in the

ranks of thé workers, to force so called "unity" upon

the masses of wérkers would only result in the enemies

of the Union being given g handle with which To under=~

mine the Union with disastrous results to both Eurcpean

2
and non-Europcan workers .

The leading number two branch activists were J. Pnillips (the

chairman of thz branch executivevcommittee), Moodley and Naidoo

1. Discussion between the Representatives of the C.E.C. and the
Executive Committee of the Number Two Branch, 20 October 1943. G.W.U.
Coilection; Memorandum Submitted by E.S. Sachs to The Iiiquidator,

14 December 1950, pp. 11-12. G.W.U. Collection.

2. E.S. Sachs, General Secretary to Secretary, Wumber Twoc Branch,

14 September 1943, G.W.U., Collection. ‘ >



(the G.W,U, claimed that the latiter iwo were members of the C.P.) 1.

The activists were assisted by a leftist member of the G.W,U. office.
staff and had some kind of contact with Johannesburg C.P. members

. 2 r 1 ' Ini
generally -, The G.W.U. expelled Moodley and Naidoo from the TUnion
(one of them was readmitted to the Union = few months later) and
dissolved the number two branch executive committee in late Decem~

ber 1943/ear1y 1944 5:

The Afrikaner nationaiist onslaught against the G.W,U., in 1944
over the inclusion of colcureds in the Unilon and their emplcyment as
operatives in the industry facilitated an improvement in relations

between the G.W.U. leadership and the number two branch., A number

two branch shop stewards mecting elected a new branch executive

1. Memorandum Submitted by E.S. Sachs to the Liquidator, 14 December
1950, p. 12. G.W.U. Collection; Circular addressed to all G.W.TU,
Number Two Branch Shop Stewards, 11 dJune 1953, G.W.U, Collection;
Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C, Meeting, 16 May 1944. G.W.U, Collection;
Tuterview, Johannesburg, 29 August 19/8; A. Scheepers's esvidence,

11 May 1949, p. 2293, in "G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.

2. Minutes of Special Meeting of the G.W.U.C.E.C. and Shcp Stewards
of the Number Two Branch, 27 May 1944. Ggw;U. Colleection; Memoran-
dum Submitted by E.S., Sachs to the Liquidator, 14 December 1950, ppe.
12-1%3. G.W.U., Collection; Discussion tetween the Represeﬁtatives of .
the C.E.C, and the Executive Committee of the Number Two Branch, 20
October 194%, G.W.,U. Collection; E.S. Sachs, General Secretary to
Secretary, Number Two DBranch, 14 September 1943. G.W.U. Collectiocu;

-

Interview, Johannesburg, 29 August 1978,

3. Joint interview, Johannesburg, 3 July 1978; Memorandum Sub-
mitted by E.S. Sachs to the Liquidator, 14 December 1950, pp. 12~-13.

GeW.U. Collection; ThevGafméht'Workér/Dié.Klefewéfker, March/April

1944; E.S. Sachs's evidence, 30 November 1948, p. 342, in "G.W.T.

Proceedings'", op. cit.
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coxmittee in about mia-1944 (many of the members of the dissclved

, S
executive committee were remelected} ~.

D. . Elack Woimen Become Members

The proportion of biacks in the Witwatefsrana clothing manufacturing
industry's workforce increased from 9,3 percent in 1936 to 2%,9 percent )
in 194642. Notwithstanding the racisl tensions in the Union, the G.W.U.
leadership in 1944 turned its attention to the black workers in the
industry. Aftér presgsure from the G.W.U. the industrial council caused
proceedings to bé initiated in the Transvaal.Provincial Division of
the Supreme Court. " In December 1944 the Ccourt held — contrary to the
general belief and practice - that there was a loophecle in the law and
that black women in the Johannesburg area essentially fell within the
ambit of the Industrial Conciliation Ac*t of 1937, A4Although the
Court restricted its attention itc black women in the Johannesburg area,
it would appear from the judgment that black women ganerally were
essentially eligible for membership of registered trade uniouns 35
~ Friction had previously erupted between coloured and blaék workers
in the industry and there was some resistance among the coloured members.

to the G.W.U.'s decision to organise the eligible black women - who

l. Minutes of Special Meeting of the G.W,U.C.E.C. and Shop Stewards of
the Number Two Branch, 27 May 1944. G.W.U. Collection; Joint inter-
view, Johanncsburg, 3 July 1978,  The word cadre is utilised o
denote the core and chief Johannesburg activists and ideologues in the
G.W.U. leadersnip. The work leadership is used to describe the c.e.c.
and the Union's leading officials as a unit. For an examination of

the leadership and cadre see pp. 356-40,

2; "Report by the Wage Board to the Minister of Labour on the Clothing
Industry, Union of South Africa™, dated 1 May 1956, p. 18 table 3. An.
704 1956. ' ‘

3. E.S. Sachs, Rebels Daughters, pp. 115-116, 126; Judgment of Solomon

A.J3.P., delivered 22 December 1944, W, Baloyi and C. Okolo vs. The
Industrial Council foxr the Clothing Indusiry (Transvaal), T.P.D,, quoted
in The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, January/February 1945, pp. 5-8..
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then became subject to the closed shup ~ into the number two branch ™,

'

E. Towgrdés a New Constitution

By the close of 1945 the outline of a new constitution had teen
drawn up and a c.e.c. sub-committee had been appointed to dréft he
constitution 2. However, it was only in 1949 that attention was
given tc its introduction. The prdposed constitution which was
approved by a shop stewards meeting in mid-1949 sought in practice to
prqvide fer a multi~racial franchise while preserving the segregated

structure of the Transvaal branches 30

From the mid-1940!'s the Germiston branch's members increasingly
0pposedvthe G.W.U. leadership's policies and views and Leaned towards
the N.P. The Germiston branch executive committee (G,b.eoc.) was
dissolved by the c.e.c. in 1948 4, T™he G.W.U, cadre's decisiocn to
press ahead with the constitution was probably influenced by the
weakening of its support base (albeit still considerable) among the
(white) membership and the growing loyalty of the nﬁmber two branch

legders to it 5,

"1, E.S. Sachs's evidence, 8 February 1949, p. 989, in "G.W.U, Pro-~
ceedings™, op. cit.; H. du Preez, Organiser Number Two Branch. Re-~

- port on Organisation, 2 Merch 1947 - 29 June 1943. G.W.U, Collection,

2. Minutes of a Joint Meeting of a Sub-Committee of the G.W.U.C.E.C.
and the Number Two Branch, 6 December 1945. G.W.U. Collection.

3. Minutes of G.W,U. Shop Stewards Meeting, 7 May 1949, 4 Junevl949e G.W.U.
Collection, \ . The number two branch was granted representation

on the industrial council in late 1948/beginuing ofl1949, E.S.

Sachs's evidence, 7 February 1949, p. 957, in "G.W.U. Proceedings",

op; c}t.

4. See pp. 126-165.

5. Joint interview, Johannesburg, 3 July 1978.
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One of the three constitutional amendments approved at a special

general meeting in February 1950 empowered a national congress,; which

would comprise delegates from all the G.W.U.'s branches, to zmend the

s 1 . . . , _
constitution ~. Afrikaner nationalist activisis apparently failed
to appreciete that the G.W.U.'s constitution contained no racial
restricticrns and that the Union's non-Transvaal branches had a pre-
dominantly non-white .iembership; for, while mention was made of the
three amendments, the national congress amendment drew no criticism
As required by the Industrial Conciliation Act of 1937, the indus-

1

trial registrar considered the amendments and - relevant te the dis-

cussion ~ duly approved and registered the amendment in regard to

the national congress 3.

Delegates from most.of the G.W.U.'s Branches ~ White, non-white
and mixed - attended the.national coungress which was held at the
close of 1950. The number of delegates per branch was determined by
their membership strength 4. As no G,b.e.c.'existed to elect the
branch's four delegates, a ballot was held among the branch's

rembership 5.. White delegates retained a numerical'edge'at the

l. E.S. Sachs to Registrar of Trade Unions, 3 January 1950. G.W.U,

Collection; The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, March/April 1950.

2. Die Transvaler, 10 February 1950,

3. Secretary of Iabour to E.S. Sachs, 17 February 1950. G.W.TU.

Collection.

4. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, January/February 1951.

5 Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 20 November 1350. G.W.U.

Collection. ,

.
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1
congress .

The draft constitution was colour-blind. It was (2pparently

. < . ' 2 . et .
unanlmously) approved by the corgress . The constitutiovn provided
for branches, according %o their nuvmerical strength, to elect dele-~
gate(s) to ah all-powerful national council. The national council
would in turn elect the c.e.c. The gzneral secreftary was 1o be

e o .3 - . sy

elected by a ballot of the membership ~, The constitution's pro-
visions were aimed at confining white/non-white contact largely o
the central leadership level. A motion proposed after the adoption
of the constitution that the constitution be submitted to the
(white) members of the Witwatersrand for consideration received only

the support of the two Cermiston delegates who had moved it 4,

T™wo more national congrasses were subsequently held to approve
q K

a number of minor amendments to the constituticn required by the in~

dustrial registrar 5. The industrial registrar couid not legally

refuse t0 register a constitution which complied with the provisions
of the Industrial Cenciliation Aet of 1937. Whether by design or

: ; . . . . . v op= B
otherwise, the constitution was only registered in February 1955 .

1. The Garment Worker/Die Klercwerker, January/February 1951.

2, Ibid.

3. Draft Constitution of the G.W.U. of South Africa, 1 December
1950, secs. 6(1), 6(3), 6{(5)4, 8(1), 9-10. G.W.U. Collection.

4. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, January/February 1951.

5. Minutes of the National Conference of Delegates of Branches of

the G.W.U., 24 January 195%. G.W.,U. Collection.

6., Constitution of the Garment Workers! Unicn of South Africa.
Approved by the Industrial Registrar on the 13th February 1953.
G.W.U. Collection.



F. | Black Women are Removed from the Ambit of the
Tndustrial Conciliation Act
Within months of the registration of the new coustituticn, the
black women members were compelled to withdraw from the G.W.U. on
the promulgation of the Native Labour (Settlement of Disputes) Act
of 1953, The Act, which did not recognise black trade unions, regu-
lated the position of black workers and removed black women from.the

.
ambit of the Industrial Conciliation Act of 1937 ~,

Although the Scuth African Clothing Workers' Union was in exis-~
tence, the black women garment workers established an independent

. ; . . 2
trade union, the Garment Workers' Union of African Women .

1. The Native Labour (Settlement of Disputes Act), No. 48 of 1953,
paésim.

2. Minutes of the G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 31 January 1955, 18 April
1955, G.W.U. Collection. -



CHAPTER IV

INTERNAL MECHANICS AND ADMINISTRATION

A. The Garment Workers' Union Leadership ,

With one or two exceptions, the women who entered the industry
around the first years of‘the 1930's and who were to play leading
roles in the affairs of the G.W.U. during the following decades were
Afrikaners l. D. Hartwell (the future Mrs. Sachs) had an Ehglish
father and an Afrikaans ﬁother 2. Sachs tried to influence the
emeﬁging women leaders and also sought over the years to enccocurage
the eiection of likely leftist G.W.U. members into leadership
positions 3,

The cadre which emerged after the withdrawal of the bespoke
section from the G.W.U. in 1934 was ~ with the exception of Sachs -
female, Duriﬁg~the 19%0's various members of the cadre engaged in
organisational activity outside the clothing industry (e.ga, among
white tobacco and sweet workers) and visited the Soviet Union as

G.W.U. (or in the case of Hartwell as a nominal Sweet Workers'

l, M, Begg to Editor, Rand Daily Mail, letter dated 17 May 1852.

G.W.U., Collection; The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, September/

October 1951,

2. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, Edition of Saamtrek, 25

February 1955.

T

'3, For an example of a Sachs protegée see p, 102 footnote 1.
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. . 1 . . . s
Union) delegates ~. On their return from the Soviet Union a few of
the delegates shared their impressions with the membership at factory

meetings, in articles in the organ of the G.W.U. (Thé Garment Worker/

. : 2 . .
Die Klerewerker), etc, The Cornelius sisters played prominent

roles in the Anti-Fascist League which was in existence roughly

between 1934 and 1937 3. A. Scheepers and D. Hartwell became firmly

rooted in the socialist tradition, while the Cornelius sisters,
: - . 4 . c s
Hester and Johanna, adopted far left views '. J. Cornelius is known

to have joined the C.P. >

1., Minutes of the Pirst Meeting of the Combined Shop Committees of
the G.W.U., 12 September 1938. G.W.U. Collection; E.S. Sachs's
evidence, 9 February 1949, p. 1011, in "G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.;
Minutes of the Annual Conference of the T. & L.C., 25, 26, 27, 28, 23

March 1940, Cape Town, pp. 23-~24, T.U.C.Z.4., Collection.

2. ‘The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, January 1939, February 1939;

Report of Meetings Held at Germiston Factories during Janusry, 15
February 1939, 8. Venter. G.W.U, Collection; DMinutes of G.W.U.
Potchefstroom Branch General Meeting, 24 Jaauary 1939, G.W.U.
Collection. .

3. Forward, 15 February 1935, 51 Janvary 1936, 24 April 1936; League
Against Pascism and War, Transvaal Committee 1936, Natal Campaign.
Report by H. Cornelius. G.%W.U. Collection. ‘

’The Anti-~-PFascist League which directed its atiention tec the Grey-
shirt organisation and similar bodies was established by and was
1n1t1a11y under the direct control of the South African Trades and
Labour Council. Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 16 October 1934.
T.U.C.S.A. Collection; Minutes of the Annuval Conference of the T. &
L.C,: 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 April 1935, furban, pp. 57-58, 98; 10, 11,
12, 13, 14 April 1939, Kimberley, pp. 92-95. T.U.C.S.A. Collection.
4. e.g., The Garment Workorfﬁle Klerewcrker Fenruary 1939, May
1939, October 1939, November/December 1941; Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C.
Meeting, 30 April 1943, G.W.U. uollectloa.

5, Louw, ILiquidator to J, Cornelius, 27 February 1952, G.W.U,

Coliection.
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The G.W.U. held rolitical training classes at lea

S . . . .
1955 7y Tor a few years from 1938 fthe Cornelius sisters gave a

. . e L 2
number of lectures based on Teontiev's Politiesl Econemv .

Sachs and H., Cornelius were ihe respective editors of the

English and Afrikaans sections of The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker

W

which firsv appeared in late 1936, The journal, particularly up till

1945, lauded the Boviet Unlon and prcpagated communisu., However, the
i .

journal paradoxically decilined to endorse multi-racialism; it

supported white class political organisations =2ind favoured sectional

and parallel trade unionism. On cccasion the Jjournal attacked the

Afrikaans churches and their clergy for their attacks on the G.¥.U.

The G.W.U., constitution ¢f 1937 remained in force until February

1953, In terms of the conguitulion the management of the S.W.U. was

1., E.S. Sachs to Bditor, Die Republikein., G.W.U, Collcction. ‘

2. Minutes of GW.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 10 Jaauary 1%40. G.W.U. Collec~
tion; H. Corneliusis evidence. Fourteenth day, 1Z September 1945,

pp. 1177-1178, in "E.S. Sachs vs. A,B, du Preez', 0p; cit.; Report

o

of the G.W.U. Commission of Enguiry, pars. 335-336, U.G. 16 1950,

38, January/

N}

3. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, e.g., August 1

e
February 1941, Marci/April 1943, September/October 1247%, November/
December 1943, March/April 1944, May/June 1944, September/October
1944, March/April 1946, January/February 1947. in the judgments of
two successful defamation actions brought by Sachs (in 1941/1942 and
1945) the use of the journmal to propagate comrunism and to laud the

Soviet Union was criticised, Judgment of Murray J., op. cit.,

gquoted in The CGarment Worker/Die Xlerewerker, January/February 1942,
p. 13; Judgment of Neser J., delivered 24 October 1945, E.S. Sachs

vs. A.B. du Preez, W.L.D., quoted in The Garment Worker/Die Klerﬁz

wefker; Wovember/December 1945, p. 17,
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vested in the cse.c, which comprised 2 general secretary (who had
no vote), a president (who had a "deliberative" vote}, a vice~

president and twenty other elected members. Co-optation was per—
mitted and the c.e.c., always co-opted g number of Germiston branch

pepe L
members .

The ey cadre membefs.were Sachs, A. Scheepers (president), and
Je Cornelius (nationszl organiser). Sachs had a pervasive and domi-
nant infiuvence in sheping G.W.U. policy and inspired.the Unlonts
political activities which ranged from the Union's establishment of

“the Independent Labour Party ia 1947 to the Unicn's affiiiation to

the L.P, in 1947. Scheepers and J. Cornelius either supported or

. . . - s 2
acquiesced in the G.W.U.!'s political activities ~.

Although the c.e.c. on occasion showed resolve, it was in
general vulikely w0 go against the policy adopted by the cadre.
C.e.c., members in general and cadre members in particular on a few
occasions challernged Bachs at c.esC. meetings even on relatively
insignificant issues; acxrimonious exchanges occurred betwesn Sachs
and other cadre members. Lthough Sachs was the dominant personality_

in the G.W.U, leadership, he was certainly no autocrat 5.

3

The G.W,U. Commissicn of Enquiry during 1948/1949, and the

1: G.W.U. Comstitution (n.d.), secs. 6(a}, 6(B), 6(0), 6(1), &(4).
G.W,U, Collecticn. It would appear that the G.b.e.c. elected the

members who were co-opted to the c.e.c. -

2. Interview, Johammesburg, 29 August 1978; Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C.
Meeting, 28 Febrvary 1940C. G.W,U. Collection,

%, Minutes of G.W.,U.C.E.C. Meeting, 27 July 1936, 27 September 1939.
G.W.U, Collection; A. Scheepersis evidence, 11 May 1949, pp. 2308,

2310, in "G W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.; Report of the G.W.U.

Commigsion of Enguiry, par. 47. U.G. 16 1950,
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Industrial Legislation Commission during 1950 deived into the G.W.U.!ts
financial affairs. Nelther of the commissions coulé unearth. any
- . . . . — o1
financial illegality on the part of the G.W.U. ieadershio ~« A number
of loans (most of them interest free) had been made t0 G,W.U. offiw
cials,; and large amounts had been paid out of the officizls?! provi-

] O . ] -\ A0y ? L]
dent fund (established in 1947) from ks v 1948 7, The latter pavmenis
probably reflected the ccncerr among the cadre over the N.P.'s

Lt
p]
-~

victory in the May 1948 general election ~.

A few of the G.W.U. Commission of Enquiry's 'non-financiall
criticisms of the G.W.U. leadership's conduct, such as the refuszl %o
gdnit Germiston members tc the September 1948 Johannesburg general

. . ‘o 4
meeting, were justified .

1. "Proceedings cf the Indusirial legiclaticn Commission of Enguiry":
15 July 195C, pp. 12 856-12 882; 21 July 1950, Auditor's Supplemen~

tary Report. G.W.U. Collection; Report of the G.W.U, Conmission of

Eaguiry, pers. 28, 47-49, 51-52, 55-56, 59. U.G. 16 1950,

2. Report of the G.W.U, Commission of Enquiry, pars. 47, 49, 56.

UeG. 16 1950,

%. TFor the consternation that the ¥.P.'s victory caused among the
cadre see p., 143,

4. Report of the G.W.U. Commigsicn of Fnguiry, pars.: (A. Knoetze)
84-85, 87, 89~92, 106-108, 110, 11Z2; (September 1948 meeting) 182-
183, 188-191, 194-197, 383-410; (atfiliation to the L.P.) 214-223;
(bribery) 289-293, 297--308. . U‘G; 16 1950, For the September 1948

meeting see p, 146



B. Democracy and the Coistitution

Besides its Western Cape activiiy, the only branch which the
G.W.U, had when the 1937 constitution was being drawn up was the
nearby Germisteon branch which had been established in 1928 1, The
constitution utilised Johannesburg general meetings as the means
whereby the membership méintained control over the G.W.,U.

The G,W.U.'s constitution provided that the c.e.c. (with the
exception of the general secretary) was electhed by & ballot at a
general meeting for a one t5 three year period "as the meeting may

$ ?12 Y b . s . - A a4 Ky
decide . The general sscretary was elected at a general meeting
. - . N
for a three year period (no mention was made of a ballot) 3. The

general gecretary was in practice elected by a show of hands.

General meetings ware to be held at least once every three
months 4, A special general meeting could be requisitioned by
. twenty members signing a reguest 5, A general meeting could by a
majority vote recall the c.,e.c. or any of ite gember(s) and could
demand the resignatioﬁ of any paid employee of the Union - pfovided

that at least twe hundred members supported the majority vote 6.

: 1 : ; 7
The general sgecretary could also be discharged by the c.e.c,

1. E.S. Sachs's evidence. Eighth day, 17 December 1941, p. 577, in

"E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkerspers Bpk.", op. cit.

2, G.W.U. Constitution (n.d.), sec, 6{B). G.W.U, Ccllectiion.
3, Ibid., sec. 8(E).

4, Ibid., sec. 10.

5. Iobid., sec. 10(4&).

6. Ibid,, sec. 8(F).

7. Ibid., sec. 8(E).
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An industrial agreement had to e approved Ly a special general
. 1 fan s s X
meeting ~, Affiliation to sny organization had to be approved by
five~sixths of the members present at a gpecial general meeting
"ealled for the purpose of discussing affiliation to other bodies' “.
The c.e.c. was granted "full control over the affairs of dranches, .
shall define the areaz of jurisdiction of brancheg and may dissolve
3
L]

any branch if it deems it necesgsary"

The constitutional provision which reguired that general meelings
be held every three months was not adhered to from at least the mid-
E

1940's as the memberzhip was reluctant tc attend meetings unless

important issues, such as a naw industrial council agreement, were t0

. 4 X S -
be discussed ', Elections for all the G.,W.U. positions were poorly
conteated and not infrequentiy all the candidates for the c.e.c.
[~

found themselves appointed tc the executive “+ The general sghow of
A

hands means of voting at gencral mestings on motions of ccocnfidence,

political issues, etc., inhibited opposiiion to the G.W.U. leadership.

1. Ibid., sec. 15(4).

2, ITbid., sec. 21. The affiliatien provision was nct adhered to
when' the G.W,U, affiliated to the Tabour Party in 1947. See
Pe 208,
3. G.W.U. Constitution (n.d.), sec. 11{(B)., G.W.U, Collection.
The dissclution preovision was generally utilised in practice to

dissolve branch executive committees \and not the branches thems elvea)

4, The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, March/April 1949

5. Minutes of G.W.U. GeneralAMeeting, 1 October 1942, 14 September
194%, 5 October 1944, 17 Pebruary 1948 (Minute in the form of a
statement), 19 March 1951. G.W.U. Collection; The Garment Worker/

Die Klerewerker, March/April 1947,




C. Conditilons of Service

Litvle industrial unrest cccurred in the industry over economic
issues aflter the 1932 sbtrike. The ﬁost sericus unrest was in 1943%
when the T.C.M.A. responded 10 a go—slow strike by enforcing é short-~
lived lockout in the industry 1. The 1932 arbitration awerd reduced
the wage rates in the iﬁdustry by 10 percent 2. For example, the
wage rate of qualified female machinists (female machinists were fhe
main group in the industry) was reduced from fifty shillings a week
-- a wage pald before Sachs became general secretary - t§ forty-five
shillings 3. The reduction was subsequently made up by two equal
wage increases of two shillings and sixpence a week and in 1937 a
10 percent wage increase.came into operation which lifted the wéges

4

of qualified female machinicts to fifty~five shillings a week ',

The real wages of the workers remained relatively static as the last

1, I.L. Walker and B. Weinbren, op. cit., p. 301,

2. Report by Arbitrator. Appointed by Represerntatives of the Em~
ployers and Employces as Members of a Conciliaticn Board Appointed
by the Minister of Labour to Consider and Determine a Dispute be~
tween the T.C.M.A. and the G.W.U. (Transvaal) (n.d.). G.%.0.
Collection,

3, Minority Report by A. Scheepers, p. 5, in "Report by the Wage
Board to the Minister of ILabour on the Clothing Industry, Unicn of South
Africa', dated 1 May 1956. An. 704 1356; "Government Notice"; 1408,
17 Auvgust 1928, During the initial period of employment the nini-
mum wage rate silowly increased in terms of a sliding scale until the
"gualified" rate was reached.

4; "Report_tb the Minister of Tabour by the Wage Board. Investiga-
tions into the Garment Making Trades, Objection Stage", dated 19

August 1939, p. 11. An. 11 1940; ”The'Gérméht'Worker/BieAKiere-

werker, July 1937.
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vears of the 1930's saw the retail price index ("all items") for the
3 + i : ) LU R 3 o -L

Witwatersrand edge up for the first time during the decade ~. The

members obtained other benefits such as an unemployment berefit fund

introduced at the close of the 1930!'s 2.

. [}
The weekly wage of gualified female machinists was 557 in 1928,

W Qe

90% in 1946 and 1345/2% in 1953 2, The length of the Work-week was
steadily reduced and in 1948 an arbitration award granted a forty
hour work-week 40 Although the retail vrice index (a1l items")
for the Witwatersrand rose from 10C in 1938 to 132,5 in 1946 and

189,8 in 1953, the wage improvements reflected a substantial real

increasge in the wage rates ~,

1. Union Statistics for Fifty Years 1G10-1960, p. H23.

2, The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, June 1939, July 1939,

October 1939,

%« H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., pp. 382-383 table XXXIV; The Garment

Worker/Die Klerswerker, January/TFebruary 1953.

4. H.A.F, Barker, op. cit.; pp. 382-383 tablie XXXIV; The Garment
Worker/Die Klerewerker, July/August 1948. '
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INTRODUCTION

This part of the thesis examines the G.W.U.'s history between
1930 andil954. In particular, the role of a number of C,P, membér'
in G.W.U. affairs, and the C.P.'s attenpt to discredit ard unseat
the Sachs administration are discussed. Although the two occurred at
different times, the C.P.'s intrigue against the Sachs administration

provides a comparable example to the Afriksner nationalists! attempts

to unseat the G.W.U. administration,
This chapter examines the C.P.'s frade union policy and organi-

sations; and introduces a number of C‘§. menbters who were acuive in

G.W.U. affairs.

In December 1926 the Industrizl and Commercial Workers! Union's

s exccutive) narrowly approved a

.
ct

(I.C.U.) National Council (i.e.,
regolution which required Union officials who were members of the

C.P. either 1o relinguish their Party membership or to resign their
office in the I.C.U. Three of the five C.P. members on the Natiocnal
Council declined to re51gn from the Party. The three were summarily
expelled from the I.C.U. They were the Cape provincial secretary,

Je Gomasg (a-coloured), the general secretary, J. La Guma (a coloured),

and the finance secretvary, E.J. Khaile. The annual conference of

the I.C.U, in early 1927 approved a motion that prohibited its



members from identifying themselves in any way with the C.P. 1

The C.P. responded 10 its difficult position in the I.C.U. by
engaging in an intensive organisational campaign among black workers
on the Witwatersrand., The chief crganisers were B. Weinbren (a
Latvian immigrant who had arrived in South Africa as a child) and'

T.Ws Thibedi, Duvring 1927 the two established a number of small

. . 2
black trade unions .

Early in 1928 the I.C.7J, split, with the Natel branches breaking
away to form an independent urganisation, the I.C.U. Yase Natal.

Numerous other splits and breakaways followed throughout the country j.

On the other handy, the C.,P.'s trade union activists continued to
establish’ black trade unions. .In March 1928 a South African Federa-
tion of Non-Eurcpean Trade Unions was established 6n the Witwaters~
rand, Weinbren became the chairman, and Thibedi the chief organizer
cum secretary of the Federation. Towards the close of 1928 Weinbren
pﬁt the membership of the Fedefation's affiliates at approximately
ten thousand 4« While in no way concealing its political sympathies

the Federation concentrated on general trade union matters 5.'

(]

l. H.J. Simcus and R.E., Simons, op. cit., pp. 266, 354-355; E. Roux,

~Time Longer than Rope, p. 172; P.L. Wickins, The Industrial and

Commercial Workers' Union cf Africa, p. 107.

2. E., Roux, S.P. Buntingj p. 823 I1.TL. Walker and B. Weinbren, op.

cit., p. X% A notable feature of the pericd was the number of

eastern Eurobean jmmigrants whe participated in leftist politics.

3, E. Roux, Timé'Longéf thaﬁ>Rbpe, pp. 185-186.

4, 1Ipbid., p. 218; H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., p. 400;

7

E. Roux, S.P. Bunting, pp. 82-83; Forward, 21 April 1944.

5. J. Lewis, "The New Unionism", op. cit., p. 43.




Much to Thibedi's displieasure ILa Guma;was'brought upjfrom cape
Town in late 1928 to be secretary of the Federation. By late Sep-
tember 1929 Thibedi was back ag secretary, La Guma having been
suspended from the C.P. for "political unreliability" 1, Weinbren

resigned his Federation post in January 1930 when he accepted a

trade-union job in Cape -Town 2.

Black trade unionism declined on the Witwatersrand. The Fede~
ration was revived in 1931 ag a broad militant movement which
arranged or participated in, among othér thinge, demonstrations of
the unemployed and pass burning campaigns. The African ngeration
of Trade Uhions‘ ~ as the PFederation was renamed - neglect of general
irade unioniém ensured that the revival endesvour achieved minimel
succéss. At the beginning of 1932 only two trade unions Were
affiliated to the Federation, the Native Clothing Workers'! Union

R 4
(N.C.W.U.) and the African Laundry Workers' Union ~,

<.

" The C.P, broadly fcllowed a 'go it alone! policy at the be-
4

.ginning of the 193%0fs ", . On the 1aboﬁr front white and non-white
trade unions were to be brought under the leadership of thg Federa--
tion. The trade unions were to adopt a revolutionary stance and
play a vital role in bringing about the 'Native Republic' 5.

_"Industrial conciliation" (i.e., working within industrial legis-

1ation) was rejected and the Federation was to place an alternative

1. E. Roux, Time Longer than Rope, p. 218; The South African

Worker, 30 September 1929 (Quote ia text).

2, The South African Worker, 31 January 1930; E.S; Sachs's evidence,

3 May 1949, p. 2028, in "G.W.U. Proceedings"; op. cit.

3, H.Jd. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., vp. 444-445, 457,
4, 1Ibid., pp. 438-465,

5. Umsebenzi, 20 Februwary 1931, 7 August 1931.



"revolutionary leadersnivn'" before the factory, mine and farm

L oL it . . . -
workers . By working within ‘class collaboration' legislation the
"reformist" trade union leuders retarded the revolutionary potential
of the workers. In Septewber 1931 a number of "reformist" trade
unionists, who were engaged in white trade union activity, were
purged from the C.P., Those expelled from the Party were E.S. Sachs,
W.H, Andrews, . Tyler, B. Weinbren and ¥. Xlenerman (Mrs., F.

Glass) 2.

1. Ibid., 4 September 1931, 18 September 1931 (Quotes in text),
20 October 1931. Black trade unions were in any event excluded

from the Industrial Conciliation Act's machinery.

2. Umsebenzi, 4 September 1931.



CHAPTER VI
THE CAPE TOWN CAMPAIGN: 1930-1931

Llthough this chapter is closely related to the C,P. theme,
the Cape Town campaign is discussed in detail to provide an example

of one of the G.W.U.'s 'direct! campaigns in the Westerm Cape l.

The comparatively low wages of the Western Cape clothing manu-
factufing industry's workforce weakened the G.W.U.'s ability to
obtain wage increases for its members 20 With thg GW.U.C.Ps
virtually moxibund there was little prospect of a worthwhile in-

3

crease in the Western Cape industry's wage rates “o

At the turn of the decade the Western Cape clothing manufac-

-turing indusiry obtained the bulk of government contracts by

1. For a short summary of the G.W.U.'s ‘direct gampaigns’ see
pp. 12-14.

2, The Western Cape industry was regulated by a Wage Bcard Detvermi-
nation of 1928 which provided, for example, a wage of forty snillings
.a week for gualified female machinists. ~The comparative wage on the

Witwatersrand was fifty shillings a week. Government Gazette, 8

June 1928, cited in M. Nicol, op. cit., p. 130; "Government Notice",
no. 1408, 17 August 1928; Minority Report by A. Scheepers, p. 5, in
"Report by the Wage Board to the Minister of Labour on the Clothing
Industry, Union of South Africa", dated 1 May 1956./ An, 704 1956;
"Report to the Minister of ILabour by the Wage Board, Investigations
into the Garment Making Trades, Cbjection Stage'", dated 19 August
1939, p. 11. An. 11 1940.

3 M, Nicol, op. cit., p. 17,



undercutting its Witwatersrand counteréarﬁ 1, In January 1630 tue
G.W,U. decided to establish a'garment workers! trade union in Cape
Town in the hope that it would obtain increased wages, ete., for

the workers., In late January 1930 Weinbren resigned 2s chairman of
the Federation when he accepted a post as the G.W;U.'s organiser in

Cape Town 2.

The general employment of coloureds in the Western Cape as
artisans and factory workers was reflzcted in the largely multi-
racial (i.e., white - coloured) character of the local trade union
movement ~ e.g., the G.W.U.C.P, In February 1931 there were 715
whites, 2 blacks, 39 asiatics and 1 920 coloureds.employed in the

4
local clothing manufacturing industry ~.

On his arrival in Cépe Town Weinbren set about organising
garment and laundry workers; he established a new garment wbrkers“
trade uvnion, the Sauth African Garment Workers'! Union (of which he
becaﬁe secretary), and a laundry workers? trade union {of which he

. 4
became chairman) .

Although there is evidence that the Cape Prevince Federation of

1. "Report to the WMinister of Labour by the Wage Board. Bespoke
- Pailoring and Clothing Manufacturing Industries", dated 23 October

1931, pp. 4-5. Ans. 82 1931-1932; Cape Times, 20 December 1929.

2. The Soutn African Worker, 31 January 1930; E.S. Sach's evidence,

3 May 1949, p. 2028, in "G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.

BLJQReport to the Minister of TLabour by the Wage Beard. Bespoke
Tailoring and Clothing Manufacturing Industries™, dated 2% Octobexr--
1931, table 2. 4ns. 82 1931~1932. . , \

4. TForward, 19 May 1944,



d.

Labour Urions (to which the G.W.U.C.P. was affiliated) endeavoured
to revive the G.W.U.C.P, during 1930-~1931, the local garment workers!'
trade union remained largely moribund lf Weinbren later recalled that
he was engaged in an "uphill® struggle with the Cape Province Federa-
tion of Labour Unions (C.P.F.L.U.) in his organisational activity
and he blamed the Federation for a rumour that the Scuth African
Garment Workers! Unicn (S.A.G.W.U.) was oubt to oust the coloured
workers and to replace them with (Johannesbuﬁg) whites., The ruﬁ&u.
wag fanned by'a coloured speaker at an African National Congress

n :
(A.N.Co) meeting on the Grand Parade “. The speaker may have

sought to discredit the C.P. as & result of the factionalism within

the Western Cape A.N.C. 3

The 'creeping' depression hindered Weinbren in his organisa-
tional campaign, Employers made their opposition to the S.A.G.W.U.
clear to their workers and the Cape Wholesale Clothing and Shirt

Manufacturers! Association refused to have anything to do with

1. Statement by E.S. Sachs (n.d.). G.W.U, Collection; Nineteenth
Annual Report, Cape Federation of ILavour Unions., R. Stuart's

Report, 31 December 1931, G.W.U, Collection.

2. Forward, 19 May 1944; B. Weinbren to E.S. Sachs, 24 July 1930.
G.W.U. Colléction. Tne proportion of whites in the Western Cape
clothing manufacturing industry's workforce increased from 12,85
percent in February 1926 to 26,7 percent in February 1931. "Report
by the Wage Board to the Minister of Labour, Clothing Manufacturing
Irdustry", dated 20 July 1929, p. 8., An. 145 1929 Second‘Session;
"Repoert to the Minister of Labour by the Wage Board. Bespoke Tailor-
ing and Clothing Manufacturing Industries", dated 23 October 1931,
table 2, Ans., 82 1931-1932,

3., The A.N.C. drew support from the coloured community. For foot- .
note and text see P. Walshe, The Rise of African Nationalism in
South. Africa. The African National Congress 1912-1952, pp. 179-182,
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the Union 1.

In the above circumstances the S.A.G.W.U. had little prospect
of any organisational success. In September 1930 the Sc.A.G.W.U. had
a paying membershir of 110 29 Weinbren resigned his post in eariy
1931 when he accepted an offer to become secretary of the Reef
(Native Trade ) Assistantéf Union 3, He was succeedéd zs secretary
by J., Gomas, a tailor by frade, who had been involved with the
SelAG.W.U. for a considerable period 4, J. La Gura became president
of the Union probably towards the middle of the year 5,

In 19%0 the South African Trade Union Congress (to which the

™

G.W.U. was affiliated) induced the parochislly-minded C.F.F.L.U. to
endorse its plan for & national trade union 'all-in' couference 1o

discuss the formation of a naticnal trade union federation. At the

tall-in' conference held in October 1930 and attended by thirty~cight

1. B. Weinbren to E.S. Sachs, 24 July 1630, G.W.U. Gollection; =.

Weinbren to Secretary, Cape Wholesale Clothing and Shirt Manufac-

turers! Association, 27 August 1930, G.W.U. Collection; J. ILaite,’

Secretary, Cape Wholesale Clothing and Chirt Manufacturers! Associa-

tion to B. Weinbren, 30 August 1930, G.W.U. Collection.

2, B. Weinbrean to E.S., Sachs, 11 Septewber 139%0. G.W.U. Collection.

3, I.L. Walker and B, Weinbren, op. cit., p. 1i81l.

4. J. Gomas, Secretary, S.A.G.W.U. to E.S. Sachs, 15 August 1931,

G.W.U. Collection; H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., p. 383.
It is doubtful whether Gomas as secretary received a wage from

the G.W.U.

5. Cape Times, 27 October 1931. It is probable that La Guma's

presidency (and indeed his involvement with the S.A.G.W.U.) dates

back to his full reinsiatement in the C.P. around about June 1931,

H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., p. 449.
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trade unions it was dgcided to form a national trade uvnion federation,
the South African Trades and Labour Council (0. & L.C.). Thé'Snuth
African Trade Unlon Congress dissoived itself at the close of 1930
with a recommendation to all its arfiliates %o affiliate t0 the

T, & L.C., and also transferred its funds to the new federation;

fhé C.P.F.L.U. declined to take any steps in this regard and in
FPebruary 1931 a member of its executive launched a slashing atizck

on the T, & L.C. In August 1931 the T. & L.C. established a Cape
district committee of the T. &_L.C. (C.d.c.) in competition with +he

C.P.P.L.U. T

The Wage Board Determination was breached in spirit and in

facty 2. In August 1931 the S.A.G.W.U. blundered by organising a

strike at the African Clothing factory., The issue imvolved a swall
number of relatively well-paid male workers in & large factory and
the strike call was only partially successful (the strike subse-~

quently ended-ignominiously) 3.

Gomas had appealed to the G.W.U. for financial assistance in
anticipation of the strike 4. Once the strike had begun Gomas wired

the T, & L.C.'s national executive committee (7. & L.C.n.e.c.) for"

1. K.H. Williams, "The Resolution of Cape~Transvaal Conflict in the
Trade Union Movement of South Africa'", pp. 5-8. University of Cape

—

Town Library.

2., J. Gomas to E.S. Sachs, 24 June 1931. G.W.U. Collection; Cape
Times, 25 August 1931.

3. J. Gomas to E.S. Sachs, 15 August 1931. G.W.U, Collection;
Cape Times, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 August 1931,

4, J, Gomas to E.3. Sachs, 15 August 1931. G.W.U. Collection.



\
financial assistance %, The G.w,U, deépaiched two of its officials
(the vice-president, M. Miller; and the organiser, G. Malan) to
Cape Town andrcontributed approximately four hundred pounds to the
strike fund 2. The T & L.C. issued an appeal to all its affiliates

3.

for financial assistance for the S.A.G.W.U,

_Eyans, the secretar& of the GW.U0.C.P., condemned the strike as
an unjustifiable disturbance of a portion of the industfy at a time
of serious depression 4, A C.P,F.L.U. executive meeting dis--
sociated itself frow Evans's statement "after a lengthy and hezted

r
. . g 2 : . . e
discussion" “, Far from grasping this limited show of supperi the

strike protagonists responded by vilifying the C.P.F.L.U. 6 The.
T. & LCe had thrown its'weight behind the strike and-the prestige

,
of the T, & L.Ce and the S.A.G.W.U. rested on its success.

Lack of material makes it difficult to give an accurate account
of the C.P.!'s doctrinal dispute over its 'go it alone! poliecy which

spilled over into the S.A.G.W.U. The C,P. at the time was largely

1. Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 25 August 1931, T.U.C.S.A.

Collection.

2. Report by M. Miller on Position in Cape Tcwn, 4 September 1831.
G

WU, Collection; Statement by E.S. Sachs (n,d.). G.W.U, Collection.

3, Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 22 September 1%31. T.U.C.S.A.
Collection; W, Andrews, T. & L.C., to Secretary, B.W.I.U., 29 August
1931. T.U:C.S.A. Collection.

4, M. Nicol, op. cit., v. 26.

5. C.P.F.L.U. Executive Minutes, 27 August 1931, cited in M. Nicol,
op. cit., p. 131.

6. Cape Times, 29 August 1931; Circular, 29 August 1931, cited in
M, Nicol, op. cit., p. 26.
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under the de facto countrol of D, Wolton and to a much lesser extient

L. Bach,.a recent Latvian immigrant to South Africa 1, . Bach actively
assisted in the strike and was one of the two C;P, members who, to
the dismay of the chairman of the C.d.c., opposed the broad appeal
for assgistance made by the S.A.G.W.U, 2 Bach appealed to the C.P.
headquarters in Johannesburg for suppcort for his stand. It weuld
appear that the C.P. héadquarters instructed the SA.G.W.U. leader~
~ship (i.e.,Gomas and Ia Guma) to "pursue an independent line" and

to refuse aid from any "non party" trade union. Ia Guma filed a
counter-complaint against Bach and was expelled from the C.P, in

October 1931 3.

Although Sachs was expelled from the C.P. in early‘September
1931 there is no evidence that the G.W.U.'s post-strike loss of
interest in the Western Cape venture was invecluntary - i.e., that
relations were broken off by the S.A.G.W.U. as a result of the
C.P.'s 'go it alone! policy 4. Sinc2 Weinbren's departure the
S.A.GW.U. had gone its own way and the G.W.U. became preocrupied
with its industfial difficulties ;n the Witwatersrahd., In any

event, the struggling S.A.G.W.U. soon became extinct.

1., H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., p. 448; E. Roux, S.P.
Bunting, pp. 128, 135. - ' |
2. A, Fersyth, C.D.C., to W. Andrews, Secretary, T. & L.C., 3

September 1931. G.W.U. Collection; gége Times, 2 September 1531,

3. H.Jd. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., pp. 449-450,

to E.S. Sachs, 18 September 1971. G.W.U. Collection.
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CHAPTER VII

THE 1931 AND 1932 STRIKES ON
THE WITWATERSRAND ‘

Faced with a depression intensified by the competitive thrust
of the Western Cape industry, the T.C.M.A. in 1931 sought sub-
stantially to reduce the wages of their white, coloured and asiatic
Workers. Negotiations for a new industrial council agreement broke
down and shortly before the Christmas season the G.W.U. called its
factory members out on strike., Given the differential in occupa-
tions between the white and black workers the strike brought the
industry to a virtual standstill and the black workers were locked
out l, After épproximately three weeks the‘T.C.M.A. agreed 1o renew
the 0ld industrial councilil agreement for a further ninc months 2=
Approximately five thousand pounds had been spent on the sirike and

3

the G.W,U.'s resources were severely depleted ~.

1. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, October 1936; H.L. du

Plessis, "Die Vakbondwese in Suid Afrika met Spegiale Verwysing na

die Klerewerkersunie'. For Master of Commerce, Potchefstroom Uni-

versity, 1955, pp. 185~186; The Hammer, November 1931,

2, H.L. du Plessis, op. cit., p. 186; J. Lewis, "The Germiston
By—-election of 1932: The State and the White Working Class during
the Depression', University of the Witwatersrand African Studies

Seminar, 20 March 1978, p. 5. Witwatersrand University Library.

3. Minutes of G.W.U. General Meeting, 18 February 1932. G.W.U.

Collection.,
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The C.P. press's (Umsebenzif The Hammer) stand at the close of
1931 was inconsistent witk the Party's policy during the S.A.G.W.U,
strike in Cape Town earliesr in the year. The C;P: press criticisea
the T. & L.C. for exciuding the cocmmunists Gomas, Bach and La Guma
when the Council had paid the fines ot the picketers who had been
érrested dﬁring the CapehTown strike le The C.P. press also casti-
gated'the G.W.U., for its failure to form a united front with the
black workers in the Witwatersrand strike and for not providing -
in the w&rds of The HE@EEE - "a penny reliel ... to the native
workers ... despits the fact that many other unions have contributed
money towards the strike fund" 2

Contact had occurred over the years between the N.C.W,U, and

3 The Secretary of the N.C.W.U., G. Makabeni, was ex-

the G.W,U.
pelled from the C.P. in March 1932, The C.P. stated that Makabeni
had opposed the Party's suégeétion that the N.C.W.U, sever.its links
with the G.W.U.,, and that be had alsc consistently championed the
cause of S5,P. Bunting who had been expelled from the C.P. in Sep-
tember 1931 4. Mzkabeni led the W.C.W.U. ~ wWhose membership had
dﬁindled as a result of the depression, étc. ~ out of the African

Federation of Trade Unions (A.F.T.V.) ,

1. gméebenzi, 13 November 1931; The Hammer, November 1931,

2, The Hammer, Wovember 193%1; See also Umsebenzi, 13 November‘l93l,

27 November 193%1.

3., Minutes of W,T,A.C.E.C. Mecting, 12 August 1929. G.W.U. Collec-

tion; The Hammer, November 1931.

4. Uﬁééﬁehii; 4 March 1932; E. Roux, H;P, Bunting, pp. 135, 138~
139, 14l-142. ‘ '

5. E. Roux, S.P. Bunting, pp. 141-142.
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Although the industrial council agreement had been extended,
ne truvce prevailed in the jindustry. The manufacturers viewed the
G.W.U. with hogtility and an attcmpt was made to establish a rival
'bosses yellow ticket union', The industrial council agreement was

breached in fact as well as in spirit 1@

While the eccnony in general by mid—1932.was on vhe way to re~
covery, the publication of a depression-influenced Wage Board Deter-
mination for the South African clothing manufacturing industry
exacerbtated the wage differential between the Western Cape and the
Witwatersrand. The Determination's wage rates were substantially
inferior to those in the G.W.U. -~ T.0.M.A. incdustrial council agree-
ment, However, the Determination brought the semi-skilled black®
workers in the Witwatersrand industry under a wage regulating
instrument for the first time and resulted in a substantial increase

s

in their wages .,

The T.C.M.A., refused either to negotiate a new indusirial
council agreement with the G.W.U. or to renew the old one. Instead

the G.W.U. was presented with a fait accompli: a 10 percent re-

duction in wages from the Lst September 1932. The o0ld induwstrial
council agreement expired on the 15th August 1932 and a few manu-~
facturers in Germiston and Johannesburg declined to walit for the

new month before reducing wages. Strikes immediately broke out

l. J. Lewis, "The Germiston By-election', op., cite, p. 5.

2. "Report to the Minister of Iabour by the Wage Board., Garment
Making Trades", dated 12 April 1935, pp. 16-17, 28, Ans. 99 1936;
"Report to the Minister of Iabour by the Wage Board. Garment

Making Trades", dated 21 February 1938, pp. 51-52, An. 190 1938;
H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., p. 19; M. Nicol, op. cit., p. 28.
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.
at these factories ~,

The serious unemployment position in the industry had greatly
hampered the G.W.U.'s efforts to rebuild its funds after the 1931
strike. The G.W.U.'s members were élgo deeply divided over the
strike question._ Consequently, the G.W.U. initially allowed the

strike to develop on a piecemeal basis. It later called a general

b J

[\

strike in the industry .

Numerous G.W.U. members, particularly at Germiston, scabbed.
The result was a stream of clashes between the picketers on the cne

3

slde and the scabs and police on the other ~.

An important parliamentary by-election was scheduled in Germis-
ton towards the end of the year énd the ruling National Party (N.P.)
feared the effects of a protracted strike on ifs election prospect.
The connection suggested by Sachs and J, Lewis between the brutal
conduct of the police and the governmentls wigh tc¢ end the strike
seems unlikely 4, The police's conduct undoubtedly damaged the

~ government's cause.

-

1. E.S. Sachs to Axel, 18 August 19322, G.W,U, Collection; JCircular
issued by the G.W.U., 24 August 1932. G.W.U. Collecticn; Cape Times,
19, 23, 24 August 1932.

2. E.S. Sachs, Rebels Daughters, pp. 87, 89-91.

3. Cape Times, 19, 23, 24; 30 August 1932, 1, 2, 6, 9 September
1932; Rand Déily Mail, 23 August 1932, 9 September 1932, 10
September 1932,

4., J. Lewis,'"The Germiston By-election of 1932", op. cit.,, vp-

5-6; E.S. Sachs, The Choice before South Africa, p. T4. The N.P.

o

was not the same N.P. which won the 1948 general election. See r. 73.
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Leading members of the N.DP, workéd behind the scenes in an
effort to sevtle the dispute. Sachs was warned that if he obstructed
tﬁe peace éfforts he would be denorted 1. The Germiston manufac-
turers added another ingredient to the unrest by threatening to move
their factories Lo the coastal areas. A worried Germiston Town
Coﬁncil despatched a deputation to 6. Pirow, the Minister of Justice
and the acting Minister of Mines and Industries 2.' Pircw personally
intervened in the strike during the’first week in September 1932;
Although his proposal was tentatively accepted by the pérties, it

2

was not brought to fruition ’,

By the second week in September the strike was in some corgani-
sational difficulty, wiih a hardcore of approximately five hundred
workers holding out on strike in Johannesburg 4¢ The Minister of
Labour; F, Creswell, intervened and managed to bring the G.W.U. and

the T.C.M.A. together with en agreement to submit the wage issue to
‘an arbitrator to be appointed by him 5.

A C.P, "fraction" was cstablished in the G.W.U. in 1930 and
strengthened (or possibly revived) towards the end of 1931 (under

_ the A.F.T.U.'s wing). The "fraction" advocated opposition to the

1. Affidavit by G. Malan; 14 November 1932. E.S. Sachs vs. C. Pirow,

T.P.D., p. 14, op. cit.; E.S. Sachs, Rebesls Daughters, p. 93.
2. Cape Times, 2 September 1932,

3, Ibid., 5, 6, 75 8 Septembexr 1932; Rand‘Daily Mail, 5 September

1932, 7 September 1932, I am vnable to be more specific in

regard to the above.

4. Cape Times, 3, 7, 8, 9 September 1932.

5. Ibid., 9 September 1932, 12 September 1932; Rand Daily Mail,
9, 10, 12 September 1932, : |



Sachs administration and a militant Line in regard to wages and
v 1 - . e .
conditions of employment ~. Leading white communists - e.g., E. Roux,
I. Diamond, M. Wolton ~ provided assistance in Johanresburg during
s 2 S caa o .

the strike . The C.P, press criticised the Sachs administration

for its failure to broaden the strike and to ianvolve the locked cut
‘ 3 - . . :
black workers “. The AP.T.U. opposed the arbitration and Bach and
members of the "fraction" (including Ray Adler and Xitty Keiser)

~distributed pamphlets and alleged that "Sachs is a crock; he is

selling us to the bosses" 4

The arbitrator, the chief magistrate of Johannesburg (H. Britten),
granted the maximum reduction in wages stipulated in his terms of
reference (iee,, 10 percent). He based his decision on the differ-

ential in wages between the Witwatersrand and the coastal areas 5,

1. Umsebenzi, 21 Auguct 1931, 27 November 1931; Minutes of MNass
Trial against Members of the G.W.U. (Transvaal), also Members of the
AR.T.U., 6 April 19%3, G.W.U. Collection; J. Breytenbach's ewi-
dence, 28 March 1949, p. 1874, in "G.W.U., Proceedings"; op. cit.

2. Rand Daily Mail, 10 September 1932; Minutes of Mass Trial against

Members of the G.W.U. (Transvaal), also Members of the A.F.T.U., 27

March 193%, 6 April 1933. G.W.U. Collection.

3. Umsebenzi, 10 September 1931.
4. E.S. Sachs's evidence. Tenth day, 19 Deccmber 1941, p. 723, in

"E,S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkerspers Bpk.", op. cit. (Quote in text); D.

Hartwell's evidence, 18 May 1949, p. 2340, in "G,W.U. Procecedings",
op. cit. '

5. Repori by the Arbitrator. Appcinted by Representatives of the
Employers and Employees as Members of a Conciliation Board Appointed
by the Minister of Labour to Consider and Determine a Dispute be-

tween the T.C.M.A. and the G.W.U. (Transvaal). G.W.U. Collection;

Rand Daily Mail, 12 September 19%2.



" On the 51h November 1932 Sachs together ﬁith four memhers of the \\J
C.P; (i. Diamond; E. Roux, J. Kalk and ﬁ; Wolt§n) were banished from

the Witwatersrand for a year under the Riotous Assemblies Act for
creating hostility betweern the races. Pirow Jjustified his conduct

in terms of the C.P.‘é 'Native Republic! policy and the propagand=

used in pursuit thereof, - waever, firow wag hard pressed to link

Sachs to the akove, Sachs ha&ing been expelled from the C.P. in

1931¢ In the event Pirow denied the genuinehess of Sachs's'expuisibn

"
from the C.P. ~

The G.P. was agitating at the time among Germiston's blacks and
the banishments could have been a ploy designed to bolester the
"N.P.!'s prospect in the by-election 2. Sachs's banichment was inter-
preted by some - e.8., M. Kentridge M.P. - as part of the guid pro
quo between the clothing manufacturers and the administration for

the settlement of the dispute 3.

- Ever since the pplice violence in tlie early days of the strike
the G.W.U., had called for opposition to the government's candidate
in the by-electién, At one stage the G.W.U. seriously considered
entering its organiser, G. Malan, as a protest candidate. The bitter
strike and its aftermath alierated many of the N.P.'s traditional
suppofters (the garment workers, thelr families, friends, etc.).

This and other factors contributed to the N,P.!'s defeat at the hands of

1. Forward, 11 November 1932; Respondent's Replying Affidavit, 18

November 1932, E.S. Sachs vs. O. Pirow, T.P.D., op. cit.

R.E. Simons, op. cit., pp. 460-461.
3, The Garment Worker/Dile Klerewerker, March 1937; Forward, 11

November 1932, 18 November 1932,
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the South African Party (S.A.P.) in the by~election which was held

on the 30th November 193%2 1,

l. Torward, 11 November 19325 J., Lewls, "The Germiston By-election of
1932", op. cit., passin. - In the previous election, the 1929 geﬁeral
election, the two factions of the L.P, contested the seat in a

straight fight. The Creswellite faction of the L.P. which enjoyed

a formal electoral alliance with the N.P. in the general election

easily won the seat., B.M. Schoeman, Parlement8re Verkiesings in

Suid Afrika, p. 161; H.J. Simons and R.E. Simouns, op. cit., p. 351.
By the time of the by-election the labour factions had, to an '
extent, reunited.

The result of the by-election was:

JeG.N. Strauss S.A. P, 4 257
H.Jd., Schlosberg N. P, 3 076
W;J. Dalrymple - L.P. 132
F,P. Steinhobel Economic Bond 51
M., Hill Centre party 33

Forward, 2 December 19%2
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CHAPTER VIIX

THE AFRICAN FEDERATION OF TRADE TUNIONS
PLAYS ITS HAND

Sachs was granted three months leave from the G.W.U., and spent
a while in Britain 1. His banichment order wsas nevér enforced and
on his return to South Africa in March 19%3 he set about reviving
the G.W.U. 2 The 1932 debacle had left the G.W.U. without a
"clogsed shop in thé manufacturing industry and the factory section's
membership had dwindled to a *"couple of hundred” 3, The bespoke
section;s members (not materially affected by the 1932Astrike save
to see their Union's resources exhaustea) continued much as before

and undoubtedly provided the glue that kept the G.W.U., intact during

its dark months 4.

.Relations with the A.F.T.U. remained sound. The G.W.U. actively
partiéipated (late March/early April 1933%) in an extraordinary "Mass
Trial" organised by the AF.T.Us ?f four white A.®7.T.U. members en-
gaged in the garmeiit indus'tfy° fCharges’ ranged from a failure to
diSplay sufficient militancy during the 1932 strike to & foreman who

was alleged fb have 'speeded up' his workers. It was stafed at the

1. CaEé Times, 1% January 1933.

2. E.S. Sachs's evidence, 9 February 1949, p. 1010, in "G.W.T,

Proceedings", op. cit.,; E.S. Sachs, Rébélé-bétghféfé; p. 98.

3, E.S., Sachg's evidence. Xighth day, 17 December 1941, p. 553,

in "E.S. Sacis vs. Voortrekkerspers Bpk.", op. cit.

4, E.S. Sachs, Rebels Daughters, p. 98.
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trial thet the A.F.T.U.'s policy was to build a revolutiovnary faction
in the G.W.ﬁb The faction's function was to aéitate against the
reformist G;W.Uc leaders. Nevertheless, Sachs, who sought to re-
furbish his links with the,CqP;, lauded vhe A.F.T.U. in hic address.
Sachs described‘the A,FP,T.U. as providing a militanf spirit in the
GeW.U. which would ginger up the memtership and strengthen the

. 1
Union's ranks ~.

The G.W.U, was, 'n spite of the reorganisatiocn endeavoui, still
very weak when negotiations commenced towards the end of the year
with the T.C.M.A. for a new agreement, The T,C.M.A. refused to ccu~
sider restering the wage cvt unless the coastal industry's wage rates

i . 2
were improved ~,

.'he G.W.U. enlisted the help of the T. & L.C. in preparation
for the expected dispute with the T.C.¥.A, and accepted an offer from
the AJF.T.U. to "mobilise all its forces to activelj assist the .
garment workers in théir struggles! 3. The industrial council had
been de-registered as part of the 19%2 agrecment ahd a conciliation
board (in terms of the Industrial Conciliation Act) was established

to negotiate a settlement. The T,C.M.A. eventually comprpmisedvand

1. Minutes of Mags Triasl against Members of the G.W.U. (Transvaal),
also Members of the A.F.T.,U., 27 March 1933, 6 April 1933. G.W.U.
 Collection; Umsebenzi, 27 May 1933. '

2. G.W.U. circular, 12 September 193%. Exhibit in "E.S. Sachs vs.

Voortrekkerspers Bpk.", op. cit.

3, Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 26 September 1953. T.U.C.S.A.
Collection; J. Gomas, Secretary, A.F.T.U. t0o Secretary, G.W.U., 28
September 1933 (Quote in text). G.W.U. Collecticn; General Secretary

to Secretary, A.F.T.U., 4 October 1933. G.W.U. Collection,

~
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agreed to restore half the wage reduction of the previous year 1.

The majoyity-of the c:e,b, memtars rejected the_compromise
negotiéfed by their representatives on the conciliation board
(Sachs, Malan;. and W. Andrews who represenied the:T. & L.C. ). ’Thé
o.eoc.'s attitude was that if the T;C.M;A. refused to restore the
full wage cut, strike aétion should be adopted, Sache‘argued that
the G.W.U. had neither the financial resources, nor the forces (its
factory membership was approximately six hundred) 1o engage in

-

strike action. It was decided o put the issue to the members ‘.

Bach and approximately four hundred (presumably factory)
members attended the general meeting, Sachs urged the workers to
accept the compromise. Keiser got up and claimed that "Sachs is a
crook. He mislieads the proletariat and takes money from the bosses",
Bach apparently uttered similar sentiménts. When put to the vots

the T.C.M.A.'s offer was accepted by about two-~-thirds of the

A
avdience ~. An agreement was duly signed with the T.C.M.A. 4

l. Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 10 Oc%tober 193%. T.U.C.S.4.
" Collection; Rand Daily Mail, 12 September 1932,

2, E.S. Sachs's evidence., Tenth day, 19 December 1941, pp. 720~

721, 723, in "E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkerspers Bpk.", op. cit.;

E.S. Sachs, Rebels Daughters, p. 99; Report. Conciliation Board.

Clothing Manufacturing Industry, 9 October 1933, G.W.U. Collection.

3. E.S. Sachs's evidence. Tenth. day, 19 December 1941, pp. 721

(Quote in text), 723%-724, in "E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkerspers Bpk."

op. c¢it.; E.S. Sachs, Rebels Daughférs, p. 99.

4. E.S. Sache's evidence. Eighth day, 17 December 1541, p. 562, in

"E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkerspers Bpk.", op. cit.; Minutes of T. &
L.C.N.E,C. Weeting, 10 October 1933, T.,U.C.S.A. Collection.




Under Bacii's guidance the A.P.T.U. continued its agitation
against the Sachs leadership among the membership. Adler led the
"fraction" in the G.W.U. Secret meetings were held and pamphlets

. S 1 N o .o " s , .
distributed . An additional factor in the discontent during 1934
was the proposal to dissolve the G,W.U. into its constituent sections,

. . . . 2
This move was opposed, inter alia, by the "fraction" ., Sachs prob-

ably wviewed a split as a means to divide hig opponents.

In mid-~1934 the c.e.c. cracked down on the increased agitation
in the G.W.U. Approximately four leading G.W.U. members (including
the chairperson of the factory section, Keiser, and a c.e.c. member,
Adler) were suspended from the Union for a year. Other members were
warned to stop their subversive activities or face disciplinary
action, The livelihood of the suspended mesmbers was not affected as

no closed shop operated in the industry .

Subsequent C.P, intrigues in the G.W.U. -~ excluding the number

4

two branch agitation in thne early 1940's - may have occurred .

However, I have found no hard evidence of this.

1, E.S. Sachs's evidence. Tenth day, 19 December 1941, pp. 721-722,

724, in "E.S. Sachs vs. Vbortrekkerspers Bpk.", opr. cit.

2. DPamphlet addressed to "All Workers in the Clothing Industry and

Bespoke", 9 June 1934. Exhibit in "E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkerspers
Bpk.", op. cit.
3.Ibid.; E.S. Sachs's evidence. Tenth day, 19 December 1941, pp.

721-722, 724, in "E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekikerspers Bpk.", op. cit.

4, Por the number two branch agitation see p, 26,

4
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CHAPTER IX

INTRCDUCTION

This part of the thesis examines the Afrikaner nationalisis!

activities and propaganda against the G.W.U.

The first chapter examineé the Afrikaner nationalists'
activities in the trade union mcvement generally. An attempt is
made to explain why the W,P., from the‘early 1340's gained the
electoral support of a subsiantial number of Afrikaner workers on
the one hand, and why the Afrikaner nationalists' attempts o
establish or to reform trade unions achieved limited success on the

- other.
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CHAPTER X

APRIKANER NATIONALISM AND THE WHITE WORKIKG
' CLASS ON THE WITWATERSRAND

A . Industrisl and Tabour Background

The large scale urbanisation of rural Afrikaners had besen in
. . 1
progress since the last years of the nineteenth century ~. South
Africa experienced substantial industrial expansion during the

1930's and 1940's - especially during the Second World War ~., As

a result of the greater mechanisation of industry the close of {the 1620's

saw the commencement of an increasing displacement of the skilled/uns
division of labour with én intermediate group of semi-skilled opers-~
tives. This trend provided the ne@ly urbanised Afrikaner workers,
who were generally unskilled, with some prospect of upward occupa-

ird
tional mobility ~.

The traditiornally Anglophone-~dominated craft unions fesented
the intrusion of lower-paid cperatives into occupa’tional spheres
which were previously their preserve, Although Afrikaner youths,
despite obstacles, increasingly entered crafts as apprentices, the

bulk of the Afrikaner workforce found its occupational mobility

1. Report of the Industrial Legislation Commission, pp. 13-14, U.G.

37 1935; S. Pauw, Dic Beroepsarbeid van dic Afrikaner in die Stad,

pp. 127 table IX, 135.

2, D. O'Meara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South Africal
e . - ’ . ,

2.

bp. cit., p. 47.
5. Ibid., pp. 47-48, 51.
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limited by the appreanticeship system l. In 1939 almost 40 percent
of all male Afrikaners were found in the four occupational cate--
gories of unskilled labourer, miner, raiiway worker and bricklayer

(compared with just 10 percent of "other whites") 2.

Coupled with the Afrikaner's comparatively disadvantaged
poéition iﬁ the white 1abour force, was his very limited entrepre~
neurial role in the capitalist economy ~ with the traditional
exception of commercial agriculture. >By 1938/19%9 Afrikaner- \
controlled enterprises ccntiributed just over 8 percent o total
~ turnover in commerce, 5 percent of industrial output, 1 percent of

P

mining and 5 percent of finance 3.

While the total number of white production and related employees
in private industry increased from 59 027 in 1933/1934 t6-144 763 in
1952/1955, the number of non-white workers increased from 104 962 to
501 736 (whites as a proportion of the workforce decreased from 36

' A
ezrcent in 193%/1934 to 22,4 vercent inv1952/l953) e With full

k3

wnite employment during the Second World War large numbers of blacks

1. Ibid., pp. 48, 51; Minutes of the Annual Conference of the T. &
L.C., 29, 30, 31 March, 1, 2 April 1937, Port Llizabeth, p. 36,
7,U.C.S8.A., Collection.,

2. S. Pauw, Die Bercepsarbeid van die Afrikaner in die Stad, p. 235,

cited in D. O'Meara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South

Africa", op. cit., p. 51.

5. JVolkshandel, 11, September 1950, cited in D. O'Meara, "The Afri-

kaner Brcederbond 1927-1948: Class Vanguard of Afrikaner Nationazl-

ism", in Journal of Southern African Studies, vol., 3 no., 2, April
’ = 9 1 L

1977, Pe 174,

4. Union Statistics for Fifty Years 1910-1960, p. GS.



. A . . . . . 1
and coloureds moved into semi~skilled occupaticns as operatives .
The semi-skilled white workers were faced with the daunger that their
wages and conditions of emplcocymernt could be undercut by their non-~

white colleagues.

B. . Afrikaner Naticnalist Ideology and the

National Party's Labour Policy

’

The N.P. 'fused' with the S.A.P. in mid-1934 to form the
United Party (U.P.). 'Fusion' split the N.P. and the Cape N.P,
together with individual branches and members in the Transvaal and‘
Orange Free State established the breakaﬁay N.P. (then called the
Gesuiwerde Nationglist Party) 2¢ Althougli the new N.P. was very
‘ Weak in the Transvaal (only one of the nirneteen M.P.!'s who joined
the Party ceme from the Transvaal), much of the Province’s Afrikaner

3

intelligentsia remained out of the U.2P.

,.

The earlier N.P. had defined Afrikeners as those whites who
endorsed the principles of sovereignty, language equality, and ihe

. . . . . 4
economic navionalism of 'South Africe first'! .

1. Board of Trade and Industries (BTI), Report no. 282, "Investi-
gation into Manufacturing Industries in the Union of South Africa"

- (1945), pp. 42-46, cited in D, O'Meara, "Assault on White Trade
Unionism in South Africa', op. cit., Pe 47, For a rough indica-
tion of the experience in the clothing manufacturing industfy see

table 3 p. 11,

2. D. O'Meara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South Africa",
op. cit., p. 54.

3. Ibid., p. 54; D. O'Meara, "The Afrikaner Broederbond", op. cit.,

pp. 169-170. .

4, D. O'Meara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South Africa",

op. cit., p. 54.
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Thers wag a basic consensus among the various streams of the
Afrikaner ideclogical debate after 'fusion'., Afrikasnerdeom was re-
defined to exclude the bnfll h speaking members of the community.
Nations constituted the basic unit of sccial organisation. Nations,
each of which had an allotted task, were products of divine will and
distinguished from each other by culture in its widest sense. There

wag a need to win Afrlxﬂnero ~ in particular the workers -~ to the

e e S e A 2 e e pep oo

cause of Afrlkane¢ ratlonallsm, bo oulld a nlche f01 th€mse1ves

within and to mould thQ industrial economy to their requllement

- v e e S

A ,
and ©o oeek The es tabllshment of a repuo‘ﬂo . Although there were

different views as 1o the role of the state, the overriding thrust
\

was towards a strictly (stats) regulated society .

Within the Afrikaner nation, workers, who were expected to work

‘hard, were entitled to a "fair" wage. ZEntrepreneurs, in turn, had

2 duty to provide Y“service" in return for their profits. This state
. J s

of affairs did not exist in South Africa, particularly as the

capl Plls s were 'foreigners' and the white workers primarily

Afrikaners,

Porelgn mrade union 1eaders dominated the %rade unlon move~—

ment. The ‘forelgn' papltallsts entered into alliances with the

.

1. Ibid., pp. 54, 60

op. cit., pp. 175~176; Ekonomiese Volkskecngres, 3, 4,'5 October
1939, Bloemfontein: P, du Toit, pp. 20~30, LOJ, du Plessis, pp. 31-37.

D. O'Meara, "The Afrikaner Broederbond",

2. M. Dunbar Moodie, The Rise of A¢Ilkanerdom, pass 1m; M. Roberts

and A.E.G. Tr0111n, The South African OppOblTIOP 1939--;94 pp. T3~

177; The Road to a New South Africa, Programmc ot leDO“OJe; of the

National rarty (n.d.). G.W.U. Collection,
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'{g?eign' trade unién Lleaders (e.g,,the clesed sncp_prpyiﬁiqn}_to
their mubual pecuniary benefit ~ at the gxpegse_ggg gxploitation
Qf the Afrikaner workers. Illogically, the Afrikaner nationalists
g}so argued that the 'foreign/communist! trade union leaders
propagated = cla§§ struggle irrespective of race and sought to

.
bring down the capitalist system ~.

In *their pursult of material gain the Afrikaner workers under-
mined their ethnic heritage. The idealogues stressed (to borrow an
expression of Sachsfs) "cultural foods" and de-emphasised the
material needs of the workers, Some zctivists such as Dr. A. Hexrt-
zog appreciated the need tc focus attention orn the material welfare

of the workers 2.

The N.P. proposed the introduction ¢f a guota and job reser-
< = - - B - - ’ B .

vation system to protect the white wocrkers and to enable them tc
3

receive a higher minimum wage than their non-white colleagues ~.

During the 1940's the N.P. promised the workers in the "key"

1. D. O'Meara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South Africa",

op. cit., pp. 59-62; Ekonomiese Volkskongres, op. cit.: W. Nicol,

pp. 8-11, A. Hertzog, vp. 176-186; H.P. Wolmarans, Kommunisme en
~die Suid Afrikeanse Vakunies, pp. 3, 7, 11-13, 2526, 32-3G, 42-44,
46-47, 50-52, 54; Forward, 10 December 1937, 25 November 1938, 6
April 1939, 5 May 1939.

2. D. Olileara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South Africa",
op. cit., p. 623 TForward, 12 September 1952; Inspan, April 19473

Die Blanke Werker, April 1946; Die Volksbliad, 29 May 1937, 3 June

1937; Die Vaderland, 1 June 1937; Ekonomiese Volkskbngres, Op.
cit., A. Hertzog, pp. 179-180.

3, H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., p. 516; O. du Plessis,

The New South Africa., Social-Economic Refcrm Scheme of the Reunited

National Farty, pp. 6, 2; The Rpéd to & NeW'Sbﬁth-Afriba, op. cit.,

r. 20
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industries that they would share in he profits of thelr respective
industries (the gold-mining industry would bte the first industry to

fall under the scheme) 1.

destruction of the trade union movement. Collective bargaining was

sald, among other things; to cause class conflict, rectrict to a
";mall privileged group" the opportuuilty to become skilled workers,
aﬁd to enable the state to "evade its responsibility in connection
with the fixing of rroper wages" 2. Consequently, the system of
collective bargaining would be replaced by a "system of state

responsibility" .

A labour bvoard would be established, he becardis functions

wculd include the determination of wages and conditions of employ-

ﬁént for all workers 4. Trade unions would be converted into
"workers associations", The "workers assoclations" would fall under
the direct control of the labour board; and would have the right,
inter alia, to negotiate with employers over "purely personal

natters" 5.

Although the N.P.'s 1948 general election manifesto proposed

1, O, du Plessis, op. cit., pp. 6, 10; The Road to g New South

Africa, op. cit., p. 21.

2, 0. du Plessis, op. cit., p. 10.
3. TIbid., p. 9. |

4. Ibid.

5. Ibid., p. 11.



"fhat the system of collective bargaining be SUPPLEMENTED by a.
system of state responsibtility" (my emphasis), the Party's labour
policy remained largely vnaltered., The labour board retained ail
its functions and trade unions were to fall under the direct control

of the board 1.

C. ' Afrikaner Nationalists and the
Trade Union Movement
(1) 1936 - 1942

With the weak parliémentary position of the N.P. in the Trans-

vaal, the Afrikaner Broederhond (not to be seen as synonymous with

o

o . . . . 2
the N.P.) came to dominate nérthern Afrikaner nationalism . The

Afrikaner Broederbond (A.B.) was a policy-making co~ordinating body.
Its policies were implemented either through front organisations

such as the Federasie van Afrikaanse Kultuurverenigings (F.AK.) or

by individuals 3.

In 1930 the A.B, contemplated establishing a railway workers!

trade union 4. A countrywide railway industrial union (unskilled

labourer to clerical staff), the Spoorbond, was established in 1933

by & founder of the A.B., H. Klopper (a railway official) 5.

1. The Road to a New South Africa, op. cit., pp. 18-21, 20 (Quote

in text).
2, D. O'Meara, "Agsault on White Trade Unionism in South Africa',
op..cit., p. 54.

3, D. O'Meara, "The Afrikaner Broederbond", op. cit., pp. 166~167,
186.

4, A.N. Pelzer, Die Afrikener Broederbond: BEerste 50 Jaar, p. 150,

5. D. O'Meara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South Africa,
op. cit., p. 65; Die Skakel, December 1933%.



In lats 1936 a Nasionale Rzad van Trusiees (N.R.D.) was formed

~

by Dr. A. Hertzog, r. P. Meyer (the assistant secretary of the
F.A.K.), Dr. N, Diederichs and C.F. de Wet (a manager of the A.B.
founded.V01kskas bank). The N.R.T.'s board included the chairman
and' secretary of the A.B., J.C. van Rooy and I.M. Lombard respect-~
ivelyyl. Althqugh the A.B.'s official history conceded that all
fhe N.R.T;'s founders (as distinet from members of the board) Were

members of the A.,B., 1t denied that the A.B. as an organisation had

& role in the N.R.T.'s establishuent 2.

According to the N.R,T.'s official histcry, the organisation_was
jeétablished with the interlinking aims of forming "right—minded”
trade unions -~ sc called christianunational-fféde unions - and of
winning the Afrikaner worker to tAfrikanerdom'. The major objective

was to wean the Afrikaner worker from twhe L.P. E

Difficulty was experienced in raising the nacessary funds for
the N.R,T.'s organisational activities. On two occasiors A. Herizog
unsuccessfully approached his father, General Hertzog (the Premier),

. . . 4 o . A
for financial assistance . The necessary finance (a donation cf

-

1., D. O'Meara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South Africa",

4op. cit., p. 55.
2. .A..NQ PelZeI‘, Op. Ci't., ppo 150—1510
3. L. Ngudé, op. ci%., pp. 27, 257-258.

4., Ibid., pp. 29-3C; Hansard, Assembly Debates, vol, 29, 8 April
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two thousand pounds) was eventually obtained from a sympathiser in
1 . ' s s .
the Western Cape ~. The source of the finance was indicative of the

general .support of northern commercial agriculture for the ruling

U. P, 2

The development of Afrikaner capital formed a ma-or polic
pment er_capiial <or J A y

' thfusf of the A.B., particularly from towards the close of the‘l93073.
The development of Afrikaner capital was, in a sense, complementary
to the organisational activity among the Afrikaner workers; for

the latter's savings, consumer spending and trade union dues com-

: z
prised an important source of capital, etc. -

The number of white women employed in the Witwatersrand ready-
made clothing industry was 5 174 in 19%6 and 7 80L in 1952 4. The
garment workers' views of fhe trade union movement, L.P., U.P. aud ¥.P.

were synthesized, in part, through their menfolk's experiences in the

trade union movement., Tho, political influence of miners on their

dependents in the clothing and other industries was apparently

appreciated by the N.R.T. 2 Naudé claimed +that in 1936 over 90

percent of the approximately twelve thcusand white underground miners
L}

l. L. Naudé, op. cit., pp. 30-31,

2, D. OtlMeara, "The Afrikaner Broederbond", op. cit., p. 172.
’ » OP ’

3. Ivid., pp. 183-184; D, O'Meara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism
in South Africa', op. cit.,, pp. 56, 58-59,

4. "Report to the Minister of Labour by the Wage Board. The Garment
lMaking Trades", dated 21 February 1938, p. 5 table 1. An. 160 1938;
H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., p. 325 table XXX,

5. L. Naudé, op. cit., p. 174.
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, . , - 1 . ' y
on the Witwatersrand were ALfrikaners ~«. The ine Workers' Uniou

(M.W.U.) catered for the interests of the white underground riners.,

The N.R.T., focused ité attention on the gafment and underground
mine-workers on the Witwatersrand {(with &he emphasis on the latter)AZ,
The N.R.T. also engaged in organisational activity among texiile
workers on the Witwatersrand and in %he 'rural' Western Cape, semi-~
skilled building workers in the 'rural' Transvaal, unskilled road
workers in the'Transvaal and Orange Free étate, the non-craftsmen at
the South Airican Iron and Steel‘Corporation's-Pretoria plant, and prod-

ably among transport workers (e.g., tramway workers) on the Witwatersrand -’

Tne N.R.T. had 1little to show for its campaign vhen it petered .

out during the early years of the Second World War. Despite much

organisational .success, it had failed to dislodge the M.W.U. leader-

.4 . . s
ship '+ The Pretoria-based Iron and Steel Trades Association's

,

1, Ibid., pp. 18-19. A considersable part of the white underground
miner!s work compriseé the supervision of bléck labour., Tae concep~
tual status of 'white workers' is an issue I have deliterately side-
stepbed in the thesis, See H, Wolpe, "The 'White Working Class' in
South Africa", in Economy and Society, vol., 5 no. 2, May 1976,

pp. 197-240.

2. L., Naudé, op. cit., bp. 32-178,

3« * Forum, 18 July 1938; Die Volksblad, 30 June 1937; General Secre-
tary, T. & L.C. to General Secretary (R. Stuart), C.P.F.L.U., 3
September 1938. T.U.C.S.A. Collection; Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C.
Meeting, 19 Cctober 1937, 5 July 1938, 12 July 1978, 26 July 1938,

16 August 1938, 11 July 1939. T.U.C.S.A. Collection; Minutes of the
Annual Conference of the T. & L.C., 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 April 1978,

Egst London, p. 51. T.U.C.S.A. Collection; L. Neudé, op. cit., p.53;
A.N. Pelzer, op. ci®., pp.151-152; Forward, 14 April 1938, 13 June
1941.

4, L. Nazudé, op. cit., passim.

’
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enrol workers into the Arbeidslaer ~. The 0.,B., declared that its

labour front was "an attempt not to wean the worker from his Union

— T T ST
—

but rather to anchor him and his Union in nation-wide support" 2

e - P

The establishment of the Arbeidslaer partly inspired thc N.P.'s

organisational activity among workers which was tentatively commenced

.7 L
Qddst the beginning of 1944 -, During 1944 the N.P. established a

Blanke Werkers se Beskermingsbtond (B.W.B.B.) on the Witwatersrand

and a Blanke Werkers Federasie (B.W.F.) in the 'rural' areas of the

Western Cape. According to the A.B.'s official history moral and

financial support was given to the B.W.B.B. but not the Arbeidslaer 4.

The B.W.B.B. was established in June 1944 5. Its articles re~

o

-~

stricted membership to whitc Frotestants . The B.W.B.B. endeavoured
to enrol members from the Afrikaner society generally 7. According
tq'its constitution the B.W.B.B. sought the assistance of ail sections

, ]
of the white community in solving workers' problems .

1. Die 0.B., 20 October 1943,

2. Some Facts About the Ossewa Brandwag, p. 46.

3, Die Kruithoring, 5 January 1944; Die Transvaler, 31 January 1944.

4, A.N. Pelzer, op. cit., p. 152,

5. Die Blanlke Werker, November 1946,

6. Constitution and Articles of Die Blanke Werkers se Beskermings-—

bond, .art. 1. G.W.U. Collection.

7. Die Blanke Werker, November 1946,

8. Constitution and Articles of Die Blanke Werkers se Beskermings-—

bond, sec. 3(1) E. op. cit.-



The B.W.B.B. would endeavour to cbtain just wages ("toereikende"

literally "adequate") and a share of ihe profits for the workers 1.
“Support weould be given 1o all attempts to extend employment oppor-
tunities through the establishment of South African owned under-
takings 2; It wanted a clear determination of the éeparate occu-
pational spheres of white and non-white workers, and sought the _
prohibition Qf nixed (i.é., white/ngn white) trade unions 3; Liike

the Arbeidslaer it was committed {0 Fight communist influences znd

A
to iwprove rural/urban relations between whites .

During 1944 the Afrikarer nationalists focused their trade
union activities on Pretoria and tcwns on the Witwatersrand. It is

- dikely that 0.,B. and N.P. sympathisers clashed while jockeying for

position in the branches of various trade unions aad in the Bree

Kerklike XKomitee. The Komitsee arose over the employment of coloured
machinists in a Germistou clothing factory and the subsequent ex-
pulsion from the G.W.U., of two of the factory's white workers 5.

The Afrikaner nationalists? trade union activities had generally

1. 7TIbid., sec. 3(1) C.
2, Ibid., sec. 3(1) T,
3. Ibid., secs. 3(2) J1, 3(2) J3.

4, Ibid.,. sec. 3(1) D; . Dunbar Mocdie, op. cit., ppe. 231-232;

The New Era, 14 June 1945, For a further discussion on the

B.W,B.B. and for membership figures sece pp, 139-140, 143.

5., Minutes of the Iron Moulders' Society of- South Africa Executive
Committee Meeting, 14 July 1944. Iron Moulders! Society of Scuth
Africa Collection; The Labour Bulletin, Mid April 1944, Mid June

1944, Mid Auvgust 1944, January 1945; beﬁﬁ; 17 June 1944. :
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lapsed by early 1945. However, the struggle to unseat the M.W.T.

leadership, which had been largely dormant during the war years, was

subgseguently revived.

fwo major strikes of white workers occurred during 1947. The
Witwatersrand miners strike was part of the continuous effort to
unseat the M.W.U. leadership while thz Pretoria and Witwatersrand

. . . 1 ’
builders strike was over economic issues ~o G. Beetge, of the
Pretoria branch of the Amalgamated Society of Woodworkers, played a
rrominent role in the politicel 'factionalism! which cccurred during
17 A < 2 m 17 $ o - . A 1 R e o

the builders strike ~. The B.W.B.B. lnterested itself to an unknown

7
extent ir both strikes ).

The BeW.F. engaged in orgaenisational acltivity among numerically

small groups of Afrikaner workers., In contrast to the B.W.B.B., the

"BJW.F, established trade unions and capitalised on any organisaticnal

1. D. OfMeara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South Africsa",

op. cit., p. 66; See B.W.I.U.'s circulars and minutes for 1947.

?.U.C.3.,A., Collection.

2. Circular to All B.W.I.U. Branches, 22 Octeber 1947. T.U.C.S.A.
Collection; Circular %o All B.W.I.U. Branches, 17 November 1947.
Pretoria Branch, B.W.I.U., Report on Building Industry Strike 1947
in the Pretoria Area. T.U.C.S.A. Collection; Report on the Meeting
of the Building Worlers of the Bast Rand Held at the Benoni Town
Hall, 30 August 1947. G.W.U. Collecticn; Pamphlet titled "Building
Workers on Strike. Do You Know??" G.W.U. Collection; Minutes of
the Annual Conference of the T. & L.C., 24, 25, 29, 30, 31 March,

1 April 1948, Cape Town, p. 67. T.U.C.S.A. Collection.

3., Die Blanke Werker, November 1947; J. Loubser's evidence, 23

February 3949, p. 1215, in "G.W.U. Proceedings'", op. cit.
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success by appiying Tor 1t trade union's registration 7. The B.W.R,

o’
[0
(]
b
pn
=+
o
[0

nisational sctivity in the 'rural' areas of the Western
) Y\ s - ' e i s 2 4 .
Cave and its focus remalned centered on the region ~. By 1948 the
B.W.F. had extended its sphere of interest to Ca pe Town, Bloemfontein
3
and Oudtshcorn -,

In Bloemfontein in 1947 the B.W.F. engaged in organisational
activity awmong at least the garment and building workers 4. The .
B.W.I'e competed with the nascent Eloemfontein brarch of the G.W.U. for
members and in November 1947 made application for the registration

of 2 garment workers' trade union {the outcome of the application

. . 5
is uncertaln) .

,i. V.E. Hanneman to Secretary, T. & L.C. N #.Cey 4 February 1948.
7.U.C.S.A, Collection; V.E. Hannemar. to Industrial Registrar, 4 March
1948, T.U.C.8.A. Coliection; Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 15
Augvst 1944, 2% September 1945, 1C December 1946, T.U.C.S.A. Collectiorn,

2. T. Rossouw to Secretary, T. & L.C.N.F.C., 15 August 1944. T.U.C.S.A.
Collection; M.D. Arendse, Secretary, Cape Meai~Trade Empleyees Union

10 All Affiliated T. & L.C. Unions, 8 May 1947. T.U.C.S.A. Collection;
V.E. Hanneman to Secretary, T. & L.C.N.E.C., 23 June 1947, T.U.C.5.A.
Collectiony Memorandum Subtmitied by the Federation of White Workers

" to the Industrial Legislaticn Commission. Industrial Legislation
Cbmmission, micrefiche portfolic 21, memorandum 28; Witwatersrand

. University Library; Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting,1l5 August 1944,

25 September 1945, 10 December 1946, T.U.C.S.A. Collection.

3. V.E, Hanneman %o Secretary, T. & L.C., 4 February 1948, T.U.C.S.A.
Collection; Memorandum Submitted by the Federation of White Workers

to the Industrial Legislation Commission, op. cit.

4, Circular to all B.W.I.U. Branches, 25 August 1947,  Report from
Orange Free State Organiser, J.D. Morton, for August 1947. T.U.C.S.A.
Collection; Industrial Reg1Surar to Secretary, G.W.U., 18 February
1948. G.,W.U. Collection.

5 The Garment Worker/Dle Klerewerker, July/August 1947; Industrial
Registrar to Secretary, G.W.U., 18 February 1948. G.W.U. Collection.




) With the viectory of the N.P, in the 1948 geueral election, the
B.W.P, ~ affer giving evidence before the Irndustrial Legislation
Commission in early 1949 - faded from the scene 1¢

(III) 1948 - 195%

4

n

The admission of black trade unions +o the 7. & L.C. remained a

contentiovs issue among the Council's constituent members. In March

<k

o
P

1947 the T. & L.C.'s national executive committee dissolved i
Pretoria lccal committee on account of the latter's refusal tc admit

blacks to its executivé 2¢

A mction to bar Council membership to black trade unions was
defeated at the annual T; & L.C. conference held in April 1947. The
delcgates from a number of Pretoria-based trade unions, including the
South African Irom and Steel Trades Associlation and the Pretoria
Match Workers' Union (whose delegate was G. Beetge), thereupon with-

Z

drew from the conference . A new trade union Tederation, Die

Ko-ordineresnde Raau van Suid Afriksanse Vakverenigings, was subse-

guently. established in Pretoria 4.

The Reddingsdaadbend (R.D.B.) was established at the close of

1, Evidence given Yy Blanke Werkers Federessie van Noorder Paarl

before the Indusirial Legislation Commission., Indusbrual Iegislatiocn

Commnission, microfiche portfolio 1, pp. 992-~1018, op. cit.; J.d. van

w

Rooyen, Die Nasionale Party. Sy Opkoms en Oorwinning - Kaapland se

Aandeel, p. 23%4.

2., Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 4 March 1947, 27 May 1947.
T7.U.C.S5.A, Collection.

3. Minutes of the Annual Conference of the %, & L.C., 7, 8, 9, 10,

11 April 1947, Port Elizabeth, pp. 30-31, T.U.C.S5.A. Collection.

5.

N

4, I.L. Walker and B. Weinbren, op. cit., pp. 234-2
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the 1930's by the Economic Institute of the F.A.K. The worker

formed a key element in the R.D.B.'s endeavour to mobilise support

for the emergence‘of Afrixaner capital (i:e;, to persuade Afrikaners
to support Afrikaner undertakings). In addition to its cultural
activity; the R.D.B. offered cheap life assurance schemes, established

i

' 1
trade schools and a werk placement buceau ~.

By 1948 the R.D.B, had taken the B.W.B.B. under its wing 2. The
B.W.B.B.'s G.W,U. campaign of 1948 and its subsequent participaticn

in the proceedings of the ¢.W.U. Commission of Enquiry (1948-1949)
cost a great deal of money 5. The R.D.B., found its financial obli-
gation onercus and, probably towards the close of 1949, withdrew its

. . . — . I
finanecial crutch from the B.W.B.B. do Loubser, the organising-

i

secretary of the B.W.B.B,, moved over to Die Ko-ordinerende Raad

-
o . - . ‘s >
van Suid Afrikaanse Vakverenigings as its organising-secretary .

. . . s 6
-Loubser continued, in part, his former activities .

The faction in the M.W.DU., which was supporied by the N.R.TI.,

1. D. O'Meara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South Africa”,

op. ¢it., pp. 58-59.

2. J.C.B. Schoeman's evidence, 23 February 1949, pp. 1252-1253%, 24
February 1949, p. 1306, in "G,W.U. Proceedings'", op. cit.

3. "G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.: J. Loubser's evidence, 22 February
1949, pp. 1194, 1201-1202; J.C.B. Schceman's evidence, 25 February

4. E.P. du Plessis, m Volk Staan Op. Die Ekonomiese Volkskongres en

Daafnq, p- 196.

5. DieATrahévéléf; 15 February 1950,

6. Ibid., 15 February 1950, 20 February 195C.
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finally guined contrel of the M.W.U. in late ;948. The faction
gained victory with the asgistance of English speaking miners dis-
Agruntled with the corrupt and dictatorial M.W.U., leadership 1} In
'early 1950 the M.W.U, formed a publishing company. The company's
‘board of directors comprised A, Hertzcg, now a N.P. N.P. (as the
chai?man of the bcard and editornin~chi¢f)? an attorney and three

members of the M.W.U, 2

The compény published the cfficial crgan of the M.W.U. and
separate newspapers directed at the garment and building workers.

While Die Klerewerkersnuus opposed the G.W.U. leadership; Die Bou~

werker concentrated its atitention on discrediting the leadership of
the largest bullding trade univn, the countrywide Building Workers'

Industrial Union. Much of the material utilised by Die Bouwerker

and Die Klerewerkersnuus was supplied to the actual editor of the

three newgpapers, Gleisner (who had been one of the #.R.T.'s acti-
- i
vists in the campaign against the M.¥.U. leadership), by Beetge and

Loubscr respectively 3.

A. Knoetze (an expelled G.W.U. member) asisted in the

1. D. O'Meara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South Africa",

op. cit., p. 66.

2. Report of the Mine Workers' Union Commission of Enquiry, par. 36.

U.Ge 52 1951; Judgment of Ramsbottom J.,, delivered 26 June 1951,

"p,J. Huyser wvs. Die WerkerspersvjitgeWerS ... Beperk", W,L.D., p. €.

Exhibit in "E.S. Sachs vs. Die Werkerspers Uitgewers ... Beperk'.
\

Court record no.: W.L.D. (Application) 1091 of 1952,

%, Report of the Mine Workers' Union Commission of Engquiry, pars.

55 36. U.G. 52 1951; Judgment of Ramsbottom J., delivered 26 June

1951, "P.J. Huyser vs. Die Werkerspers. Uitgewers ... Beperk", W.L.D.,
pp. 6, 10, 21. Exhibit op. cit.
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distribution of the Klerewerkersnuus ~. Sachs obiained the liqui-

dation of the publishing company - which was a company of straw -
in 1952 when it failed to pay him the £2 900 plus ccsts awarded to

o . . . . . 2
him in a defzmation action in 1951 .

S

An action committee was apparently established by the assistant-
“secretary of the A.B.'s executive committee, G.L.H. van ﬁiekerk
(who was éhortly to become secretary of the'F,A.K.) in April 1950f
Van Niekerk became secretary.of the committee whiclh comprised
nembers of the leading "Volks" organisétioné, the Afrikaans churches,

R.D.B., F.A.X. and M.W.U, 3

The committee, which had full as well as part~time organisers,
focused its attention on the Witwatersrand énd Pretoria garment,
building and carpentry workeré 4. Beetée was, at least initially,
the leading activist in the campaign directed af the building and
carpentry workers 5. The cozmittee achieved little success in ifs

e e 6
activities .

1. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 2 May 195C. G.W.U. Collection.

2. A, Hepple, op. cit., p. 44; Judgment of Clayden J;, delivered
© 30 May 1951, E.S. Sachs vs. Die Werkerspergs Uitgewers ... Beperk,

W.L.D., quoted in The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, May/ June .

1951, p. 10.

%, Circular by G.L.H. van Hiekerk, 15 June 1952. G.W.U. Collection;

AN, Pelzer, op. cit., p. 154.

4. A.N. Pelzer, op. cit., p. 155; Die Vaderland, 5 June 1951.

5. Judgment of RamsbPottom J., delivered 25 June 1951, "P.J. Huyser .

vs. Die Werkerspers Uitgewers ... Beperk", W.L.D., p. 22, op. cit.

6. A.N. Pelzer, op. cit., p. 155.



90 -

D. - Political Success but Trade Uniun S o .

Pailure: Some Reasons

The L.P., traditionally drew its support from the English speaking
working class. It is difficult to gauge the extent of Afrikesner
working class support fof the L.P. during the 1930's. The L.P. out-~
polled the N.P, in numerous Witwatersrand mining constituencies in

.
the 1938 general clection ~.

Whatever p:ospects vhe L.P, showed at the close of the 1930%s
of establishing itself azsg a majof pclitical force on the Witwaters-~
rand were dashed on the rocks of its participation in the wartine
coaliticn government (which emphasised the Pariy's British fconnection‘)
and its subsequent parliémentary electoral allisnces with the ‘capi-
talist! U.P, in the 1943, 1948 and 1953 genefal elections. The L.P.'s
hesitant move from the mid-1940'gs towards a softer colour polic
caused scrious dislocation within the Party; at a “ime when the white
working class watched with unease the influxvof non-whites into in-

dustry and their employment as operatives 2.

Prom the beginning of the 1940's the N.P., with its promise to
protect the}white worker, was well placed to gaiﬁ the support of the
Afrikaner working class. The single member constituency, firsi-past-
the-post, electoral system veiled the N.P.'s electoral support on the
Witwatersrand in the 194% general election. In the 1943 géneral
election the N.P. polled 35,1 percent of the total Witwatersrand

(excluding the Johannesburg area) vote but failed to win a seat. In

1. See pp. 184-185,

2. For a detailed examination of the L.P. see part 4,
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the 1948 general electioun the N;P. (in the same area) polied 40,2

percent of the total vote and returned six M.P.'s while in the 1953

v

general election the Party polled 47,7 percent of the total vote

and returned ten M.P.is ©

' While the U.P. 2nd wartime coalition governments' conduct helped

to 1limit the success of the Afrikaner naticnalists! trade union
activities, their action also alienated members of the Afrikaner
electorate. It is necessary to make a cursory examination of thc
reasous why the Afrﬁkanpr ratlonuli s! trade union endeavours met

. . 2 4
with 1limited success .

Numerous English speaking trade unionists, including Sachs, had
only a poor knowledge of Afrikaans 3. While influencing the overall
percveption, one must be careful not to eguate the presence of an

Englich speaking secrevary or president, e®c,, with a distinet Anglo-

rhone bias in the particular trade union.

The success of the Spoorbond in attracting members was faciritated
by the Anglophone character of at least some cf the railway trade
4

unions '» On the other hand, the G.W.U.?'s leadershir was essentially

Afrikaans; and the G.W.U. largely neutralised the mystic appeal of

i« See table 4 pp. 91-92,

2. The analysis 1s sketchy as the examination is based on limited

primary researcn materisl.

3. A.A. Moore's evidence. Tenth day, 19 December 1941, p., 751, in

"E,S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkers pers 3pk '; op. cit.; Judgment of
Ramsbottom J., dc¢1vared 26 June 1951, "P I Huyser vs. Die Werkers-

pers Uitgéwefé coe ngerk", W.L.D., p. 18, op. cit,

4, See e.g8., general editions of The Salstaff Bulletin.




Afrikaner nationalism by promcting Afrikaner culture within the

. o, . 1
anbit of the Union .

'

Friction often erupted between trade unions whez their spheres
of membership either overlapped oxr .When a trade union entered the
membership territory of another. On the railways, for instance,
artisans belonged eithérato théir respective craflt unions, the Scuth

African Railways, Airways and Harbours Artisan Staff Association, or

T0 the Spcorbond 2.

Since the late 1930's tue railway administratiorn had considered
demarcating the sﬁecific sectors of workers which the various railu
way trade unions would represent 30 When the so called "Identity of
Interests" scheme was finally introduced in 1941, the SQobrbbnd
déclined 0 forfeit sections of its membership and preferred to have
its recoguition withdrawn by the Railway administration. The
Spoorbond's membership was 1o have been restricted to the lower
grades of workers 4.

At the time when the "Identity of Interests" scheme was intro-

duced, the Spcorbond's membership stccd at approximately 27 500 5.

; . . . " . 6
Its membership steadily dwindled over the following years ~. The

l. See e.g.; pp. 36-39, 108~111.
2. Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 12 July 1938, T.U.C.S.A,

Collection; The South African Railways, Airways and Harbours Artisan

Staff Magazine, December 1935, January 1941; . The Hesdlight, October

1941; The Salstaff Bulletin, May 1941; Die Skakel, February 1940.

3 Die.Skékél, February 1938, March 1938, April 1938, September
1938, April 1940.

4. Ibide, July 1941, October 1941, November 1941, December 1941,

5. Ibid., October 1941,
6. Ibid., February 1944, March 1944,
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Spoorbond gave up its industrial character in 1949 and formally took

. . , . . 1
over the representation of a section of the railway workers .o

In late 1936 the N.R.T. established a trade union to compeie
&ith the M.W,U., 2 In April 1937 the Chamber of lMines entered into
an agreement with the M.W.U. and several craft unions (which had
members emplpyed in the ﬁining industry). In return for.the'intro—
duction of & closed shop in the industry the trade unions undertook
"to discourage and prevert any actions of their officials and mewbers
which may have the effect of qausing‘unrest and undermining discip-
line" 3.

With closed shop provigions in the mining and garment industries.
the N.R.T. in 1938 estabiished factionz in the M.W.U, and the G.W.U. 4
The closed shop provisions hampered fhe N.R.T. inm ite organisational
activities in the two industries, for expulsion from the Unions mesnt -

automatic loss of employment,

It took a decade of struggle to unseat the M.W.U. leadership

which was dictatorial, corrupt and dispiayed little interest in the

1. Ibid., March 1950; J.A. Adam, Wheels within Wheels and Trade
Unionism on the S.A.R. & H., pp. 103-104, 129.

2. L. Naudé, op. cit., pp. 32-33, 70; Die Burger, 27 November 1936.

3, I. Wilkins and H. Strydom, The Super-Afrikaners, Inside the

Afrikaner Broederbond, p. 112; Memorandum of Agreement Entered into

&

between the Gold Producers Committee of the Transvaal Chamber of

Mines ... ané the Mining Unions' Joint Committee ... Representing
. . . . - - . A

the Following Registered and Recognised Trade Unions ce.o. (n.d,),

(Quote in text). T.U.C.S.A. Collection.

4, L. Naudé, op. cit., pp. 69-70; For the faction in the G.W.U. see
p. 108.
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welfare ol its members., The M,W.U. leadership rigged elections,

falsified minutes and withheld copies of the comnstitution from the
. Lo 4

membership .

The U,P. and wartime coaliition governments were perceived by
miners to be in cahoots with the M.W.U. leadership. For example,
during the Second World War the state suspended elections in the
M.W.U, until the cessation of hostilities (the M.W.U. was the only

4

trade union thus affected) °,

The Building Workers' Industrial Union (B.W.I.U.) was a country-
wide trade union which had aporoximately twelve thcousand members in

3

1549 7. Although the B.W.I.U., had both ccloured and mixed (i,e.,

white/coloured) branches outside the Transvaal, the Union limited

membership to whites in the Transvaal 4. The B,W.I.U. consistently

i. PFindings and Recommendations of the Mine Weorkers' Union Commission
(1941), vassim. G.W.U, Colliection; L. Faudé, cp. cit., passim:
U.G. 36 1946,

Mine Workers! Union Commission of Enquiry, passim.

2., L. Naudé, op. cit., pp., 133-178; A, Rosenberg's statement, 8

February 31949, p. 984, in "G.W.U., Proceedings'", op. cit.

3. Memorandum Submitted by the B.W.I.U. to the Minister of Labour
on the Native.Building Workers'! Bill (1949), 15 Novenmber 1949.

m.U.C.S5.A, Collection.

4, Minutes of the B.W.I.U. Combined Organisers and Sub-Commititees
Meeting, 18 September 1947. T.U.C.S5.A. Ccllection; Minutes of
B.W.I.U. Executive Council Meeting, 6 December 1947, 13 March 1948.

T.U.C.S5S.A. Collection.
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opposed e training of blacks as building ar%isans . The Afrikaner

nationalists failed tc dislodge the B.W.T.U.'s leadership.

The G9W.U.,on The ouner hand, established the number two branch
and eventually enfranchised its non-white members; It will be noted
-in the case study that the G.W.U.'s policy caused deep reseniment
among many (white) membérsg However,; the substantial wsge increases
obtained in the Witwatersrand industry during the 1940‘5 assisted

the G,W.U. leadership in retaining the support of (white) members.

The N.P. won the Cermiston constituency from the L.P., in the
1948 general election. While the members of the G.W.U, Germiston
branch at the close of the 1940%'s increasingly opposed the G,W.U.

leadership, they were unable o unseat the latter which drew its

supnport from the (white) Jelhiannesburg menbership.

1. W. Blake, General Secretary, B.W.I.U. tc General Secretary,
T. & L.C., 21 November 1949, T.U.C.S.A. Ccllection; MNMemorandum
Submitted by the B.W.I.U. to the Minister of Labour, op. c¢it.;

The Building Worker, January/Februsry 1946, March/April 1946;

The Star, 6 July 1942,



CHAPTER XTI
<A PARTISAN PRESS

A, . - The Wage Board Recommendation and '

Other Matters

Afrikaner natioralist critlics of the G.W,U. during the early
g J
1930's stated that the Union propagated a class struggle irrespective

N . . . - 1
of race ané that it sought to lead its members ints the fray .

In 19%4 the Potchefstroom Youthr Council's vigllance commnibtee
(dominated by Afrikaner clergymen) iganised the white workers at
the town's only clothiung factory into a workers! socilety, The
vigilance committee's activity was partly (if not whelly) mqtivated
Dy the wish to keep the workers out of the clutches of the "bolshevik"
G.W.U, which was engagea in organisational activity among the townisg

2]

garment workers “. The G.W.U. successfully established a branch at

Potchefstroom in 1938 The branch became defunct in about 1944

. - . 4
when the factory ceased operations .

1. The Garment Worker/Die KlereWerker, March/April 1949; Die

Vaderland, 19 November 1935,

2. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, April 19%7, Merch/April 1949.

-

3¢ Minutes of G.W.U. Potchefstroom Branch Ceneral Meeting, 28
January 1938. G.W.U. Collection; Minuves of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting,

22 May 1940, G.W.U. Collection.

4., H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., p. 400,
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A Wage Board kecommendation became operative IF published by

the Minister of Labour as & Determination. A Wage Board Determins-

tilon published in 1932 regulated the wages and conditiors of employ-
1

ment of fthe Western Caps clothing industry's workforce ~. In 193%5

the G.W.U. agitated against the non-publication of a fresh Wage

Board Recommendation for the South African clothing industry which

provided for s1bbtan+1aily higher wages than the 1932 Determination

In a letter to the nro-N.P, newspaper, Die Republikein, J.

Corpelius (in her capacity as preside of *the G.,W,U.) criticised

2‘3

i‘"

the Recommendaticn®s non-publication and called upon vobers e
support the N.P. against thz big business orientated T.P. in the

, . .3 R -
Delarey parliszmentary by-election ~. Die Vaderland, a newspaper

o]

which suwpported the Afrikaner fusionists under General Hertzog i

the U.F,, did not consider the difficultics occasicned by a lsrge
differential in wages between the clothing manufacturing regions.
The newspaper noted that the Recomﬁendation‘s wage rates were ipferior
to those of the G.W,U. - T.0.M.A. industirial council agreemnen

Y

attributed a protest procegsion organised by the G.W.U. to daark

) . . . . s 4
bolshevik aims of agitaticn among the workers .

1. "Report to the WMinister of iLabour by the Wage Board. The Garment

Making Trades", dated 21 February 1938, passim. An, 180 1938.

2. "Beport to the Minister of ILabour snd Social Welfare by

T
Board, Objectivn Stage', dated 20 August 1935, passim. 4&n. S9 1936,

%¢ Je Corrnelius to Editor, Die Republikela, 15 November 1935.

4. Die Vaderland, 19 Kovember 1935. For the difficuliies

occasioned by differentials in the regional wage rates see pp. 8-14.



B. The Christian-National Trade Union

Movement on the Defensive

(o)

Shortly after the establishment of the N.R.T. in late 19%

A
Hertzog unsuccessfully approached H. Cornelius with an invitetion to
s e . ea o 1 .

join their organisation 2g a paid orgaaniser ~« A general meeting

of the G.,W.U., in January 1937 passed a motion which condemned the
efforts to split the irade union movement on "racial’ (i.e.,
Afrikaners -~ other whites) lines. The metion warned G.W.U., membzars

he eplitters will be considered as

"thet any association with % e
s - . : o 2
treason to the workers and will be dealt with accordingly' .

In mid-19%7 the christian-national trade uvnion movement was on
the defensive., At a meeiting in Bloemfoutein in late May 1937 Ii.

Cronje, the chairman of the N.R.T.'s Afrikasnerbond van Mynwerkers,

described the dire threat faced by his Union as a result of the
scheduled introduction of the closed shop provision in the mining
industry from the 1st June 1937, Ee also made :eference tc the
difficult 1of of the Afrikanrer female worker employed in the indus-

‘ h4
_ . . 5 . - 5
trial sector on the Witwateresrand ~. According to Dlie Voiksblad

(a pro~N.P. Bloemfontein newspaper) he added that "Afrikanermeisies

is nou al verplig om danslesse aan naturelle ie gee omdat hulle ook

moelt leef! 4; In a disjointed report Die Vaderland (which by this

time largely associated the christian-national trade union movement

T

1. The. Garment Worker/Die Klefewerker, March 1937.

2. 1Ibid.

3. Die Volksblad, 29 May 1937; Die Vaderland, 1 June 1937.

4. Die Volksbiad, 29 May 1537.
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6

o

. : . . . A =~ \ n . .
with organisational drives by the ¥,.r.; reported Cronje as saying

that "die dogters van die Vrystaat gaaxn na Johannesburg om daar met

3

die kaffers te dans" ~,

L Tew days leter Die Volksblad carried a report of a speech

made by P.J. Kock, the organising-secretary of the Spoorbond, at a
cultural evening at a rural village, Morgenzon. Kock warned that®
the pernicious infivence of the G.W.U., would cavse the 'denationali-

sation! of all the Afrikaner females employed in the Witwatersrand

et

clothing industry. He claimed that whites and blacks mixed freely
at dances organised by the G.W,U.'s "communist" leaders. He had

'indeed seen

blanke dogters in die arms van swart kaffers .,. dang

so0 ¢ As dzar van die meisies is wat weier om hulle so0

te verlaag en hul siel en liggaam aan die base te

verkoop word hulle ontslaan soos in-die gevel van

l. Die Vaderland, 1 June 1937.




Mev. Bekier .

Faced with a storm of criticism - discussed below - Cronje (in

regard to Die Vaderland report; and Kock denied the accuracy of the

press reports but warned of uhb pernlclrus multi-racial influence of

1. - Die Voiksblad, 3 June 1937. Assisted by the G.W.U., M.H.

Bekker, then a garment worker at the Poichefstroom factory, gave
evidence before the Indusitrial Legislaticn Commission in 1934, She
adopted a militant line in her evidence. Sachs, always on the
lookout for potentizl cadre material, obtsined a more lucrative
position for her in a Johannesburg factory. In early 1635 Sacheie
protegée was elected to the c.e.c. at the G,W.U.'s annual gencral
Oﬂtlng and elected as vice-president by the new c.e.c. 3Bub Bekker
soon disapproved of the leftist leanings and relatively tolerant
racial attitudes of the G.W.U., cadre; andé within a few months her
position in thie Union had reached a nadir. It was in this atmos-
phere that she was summoued before the c.e.c. 1n 1935 for a hearing
T

orn a number of disciplinary charges and suspended from the Union for

a year, She was convicted of - and was undecubtedly guilsy of -
having slandered Sachs; failed to set up a home for homeless Pot-
chefstroom garment workers, yet retained the ten pounds loanz2d %o
her for the purpose; telephoned an empicyer in her capacity as
vice~president and atitemphted to induce him to dismiss a work
apparently wanted the job), Altnough not charged cn the issue,
there is a pessibility that Bekker was involved in channeling G.W.U.
informétion to other organisations. After her suspension Bekker
went to work in the Blackshirt organisation’s printiug c¢ffice and
wrote an article or two for their journal, Ons Reg. M.H. Bekker's
evidence. Fifth day, 10 December 1941, pp. 276, 289-2350, 232, 2G4~
?99, 306, 312~3L6 320~321, 335, 342—)4z in "E.S3. Sachs vs.
Voortrekkersnc s Bpk ’, op. cite; The avmchV'Wbrké;/DigAKléie-
werker, April 1937; M. Bekker to Editor, Die Vaderland, 18 June

1937.




the G.W.U, l ‘ Kock also convened.a meeting oulside & house in
Germistén; At the meeting Kock agaln denied the accuracy of the
press reports. He was gi%en a rough reception by the sixty to
seventy garment workers present and was obliged to withdraw to the

. . . 2
stoep of the house with his supporters .

The unfevourable fallout from Keck's and Cronjel's speeches may

have influenced the Poitchefstroom Youth Council's decision towards

the middle of June 1937 to reverse a former regolution and to revive

its clothing workers! ~001cuj as an independent organisation outside

. . - C Al e . . 3
the anbit of the N.R.T.'s Afrikanerboni vanr Werkmesmers .

During the latter portion of June 1937 Bekker wrote 2 number

of anti-G.W.U., letters to the press and the N:E.T, issued a press

P

release highly critical ¢f the G.W.U, It is problematic whethe
Bekker was assoclated with the N.,R.T. during her press campaign;

but she was soon brought by the N.R.T. into the fray in some capacity.

o

The N.R.T. stated in its press release that in order to retain
his control of the G.W.U, Sachs had obtained benefits for the members.
Sachs, who exercised a dominant influence in G.W.U, affaire, Tavoured

a gradualist policy in achileving the comnunist goal of a black

republic. The G.W.U. was criticised for not enforcing segregation

1. Die Vaderland, 10 June 1927, 15 June 1937; Die Volksblad, 15

June 1937, 17 June 1937.

2. Die Vade *¢nd, 15 June 1937; Die Volksblad 15 June 1937.

3, Die Vadefland? 14 June 1937; Die V0lmsblad 8 June 1937; The

Star, 13 April 1937; Rana‘Daiiy ma¢l 14 April 19377,

4, M. Bekker to Editor, Die Burger, 7 May 1937; M. Bekker to
Editor, Die Vaderland, 18 June 19%7; M. Bekker to Editor, Die Volks—

blad, 23 June 1937; M. Bekker to Editor, Die Republikein, 25 Junec
1937; Die Volksblad, 21 June 1937, 22 June 1537; Die Burger, 21

June 1937.
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. o . - s 1 C
at ite offices ard in the clothing factories “¢ In her letters
A .
Bekker emphasised the Cornelius sisters! and Sachs's lack of racial

. 2
intolerance

Kock's and Cronje's speeches were turrned into a propaganda

weapon against the christian-national trade union movement and the

N.Ps Die Vaderland claimed that invegtigations refuted XKocktls
allegations and both the newspsper and the U.P. coandemned Kock and
z
~

Cronje for their vile propaganda in pushing thelr cause 7,

o

The speeches caused much anger among Tthe garment workers. The
G.Wc.U. had never advocated a multi-racial policy, particularly in
internal matters, and did not scruple vo utilise The speeches in an
attempt to discredit the christian-nationsl trade union movement.

T™e contents of the speeches were denied and denounced at iwo G.W.TU.

ddressed

jAs)

meetings at Johannesburg. M.Jd. Van den Berg, a L.P. M.F.,
both meetings and identified the christian-national trade union
movement with the F.A.X, He claimed that the F.L.K. drew sympathy

and support from N.P. M.P,'s and other members of the Party. At one

of the meetings he urged the workers to support the L.F.'s candidate

1. Die Volksblad, 21 June 1937, 22 June 1937; Die Burger,- 21 June
1937.

2. M. Bekker to Editor, Die>Burgg£j 7 May 1937; M. Bekker to !

BEditor, Die Vaderland, 18 June 1937; M. Bekker to Editor, Die Volggl

bled, 23 June 1937; M. Bekker %o Editor, Die Republikein, 25 June
1937.

3. Die Vaderlsnd, 2, 9, 10, 12, 15, 22, 26 June 1937.




. . . - : , "o 1
in the ¥ordsburg pariiamentsiy by-electicn ~.

A public protest meefing was organised by the G.W.U. in Germis~
. : . 2 -
ton for the benefit of the local garment workers "o 'The G.W.U.

despatched a number of letters to Die Vaderland angrily refuting the

.- . s 3
allegations made in the speeches .

The G.W,U, also crganised a few other public protest meetings.
Opponents of the G.W.U. leadership often attended the mectings and
pestered the speakers about ?Sachs, the Jew communist?, communiesm in

X . 4 - - s P -

the G.W.U. and so on ',  The overwhelming majority of ihe audilence
g d y

(which included Bekker, Cronje, J. du Pisanie and the Rev. Bruwer)

which atiended a public G.W.U. meeting in Nigel in late September

After the meeting the G.W.U. leaders present (D. Haritwell, M.
Kruger and H. Cornelius) had coffee with Du Pisanie, the Rev. Bruwer
ané others, The latier group attempted to win the three G.W.U, -

leaders over to their cause, but were (in the words of Hartwell)

. : L 6 :
"$01d ... their fortune in a very outspoken manuner" . [

1. Minutes of G.W.U. General Meeting, 3 June 1937. G.W.U, Collection;
- Minutes of G.W.U. Special General Meebting, 1 July 1957. G.W.U.

Collection,

2. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, July 1937,

3. Die Vaderiand, 11 Junme 1937, 12 June 1937.

4., The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, July 1937; Forward, 20

Avgusty, 1937; D. Hartwell to E.S. Sachs, 25 September 19%7. G.W.U.

Collecticn,

5. D. Hartwell to E.S. Sachs,; 23 September 1937. G.W.U. Collection.

6. Ibid.



Despite the adverse criticism vhiéh Kock!s and Cronje's speeches
had evoked; a major N.P. thrust during the 1938 general election.
campaign was that widespread wiscegenation would result from the U.P,
policy of allowing*mixed (ice., white-non-white) marriages. The UsPe
was thus given another opportunity to élaiﬁ that Afrikaner women hadr

; . .1
been slighted .

C. - Die Transvaler and the 1938

Genersl Election

Unemployment was widespread in the South African clothing manu-
. . s . 2 o " ) s . .
Tacturing indusiry in 1938 ~, The G.W.U. threw its weight btehind
the L.P. in the 1938 general election. In his addresses to factory
meetings in Germiston Sachs urged the G.W.U. membercs to support the
L.P. He added that those who supportcd the N.P. were enemies of the

workers as the N.P. was out to destroy the G.W.U. 2

The cee.c, during this period coasidered talking disciplinary
steps against certain members. Disciplinary action wasvccntemplated
agalnst members who had disrupited a (presumably L.P.) meeting at
Germiston which had been addregsed by G.W.U. cadre members in theixr
capacity as G.W.U., officilals 4. The c.,e.Cc., also contemplated

disciplinary action against members who were associlsting with the

1. T. Dunbar Moodie, op. cit., pp. 246-247.

2. The Garmeni Worker/Die Klerewerker, December 193%8.

3. Forward, 27 May 1938. R .

4. Ibid.; Thé.Sfég; 27 May 1938; B.S. Sachs's evidence. Ninth day,

18 December 1941, p. 677, in “E.S. Sachs vs. Voorirekkerspers Bpk.",

Op. cite
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Blackshirt organisation, and reprimanded a male member who had

1

.

associated with the Blackshirt organisation .

Die Transvaler and Die Oosterl: lig were pro~A.P newspagers on the
Witwatersrand and in Port Elizabeth respectively. About a weck after
the general election in which the U.P. was gwept back into offi

Die Transvaler carried 1ﬁaccurate reports to the effect that a mumber

of Germiston members who had ignored Sachs's warning that if they
supported and voted for the N.P. they would be dismissed from their
jobs had indeed been sacked (thus impliying collusion between the
..-4 . 2r‘\1 PR N I
Jewish manufacturers and Sachs) “, The allegstions were repsated in

e o . .3 . g .
an article in Die Oosterlig .« The articles went beyond expressing

a suspicion which may have existed smorng recently retrenched garment

workxers., The anti-semitic character arnd patent inaccuracies in the

articles throws doubt on Die Transvaler's bona fides 4.

The alleged political dismissals caused some discontent among
the G W.U., memberghip snd "quite a nunmber of resigrations" were

reported from %the Union's Pcxrt Elizabetn branch's.

l. Forward, 27 May 1938; The Star, 27 May 1938; ZE.S. Sachs's
.evidence, Eighith day, 17 December 1941, p. 606, in "E.S. Sachs.vs.
"Voortrekkerspers Bpk.", op. cit.; E.S. Sachs to D.J. Jansen, 24 May

1938, Exhibit in "E.S. Sachs vs. Voorirekkerspers Bpk.", op. cit.

2, Die Transvaler, 25 May 1938, 27 May 1938.

3. Die Oosterlig, 27 May 1938.

4. TIbid.; Die Transvaler, 2 April 1938, 25 May 1938, 27 May 1938;
D.J, Jansen to E.S, Sachs, 21 May 1938, Exhibit in "E.S. Sachs vs.

Voortrekkersperq Bpk.", op. clt.; E.S, Sachs to D. J. Jansen, 24 _
May 1938. Exhibit in "E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkersgprs Bpk.", op. c1t.

5. Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to E.S. Sachs, 8 July 1938 (Quote in text).
G.W.U., Collection; Minutes of G.W,U.P.E.B.E.C. Meeting, 1 June 1938,
18 June 19%8, G.W.U. Collectione. )
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CHAPTER XII

THE GARMENT WORKERS'! UNION KAPDIE
KOMMANDO AND THE CHALLENGE DEBATE

A, The Garment Workers' Union Kappie Kommando

Some %ime after the mid-1938 general election *he N.R.T. launched
a ¢ampaign agaiﬁst the G.W.U. and introduced two organisers, Bekiker
and D.B.H. Grobbelaar (a non garment worker), into the fray. Grchbbe-
laar attempted to form a faction within the G.W.U. He set about
making contacts, holding house meetings and estabiishing cells of

o1
garment workers .

Celebrations occurred Guring fthe second hslf of 1938 to mark the
centenary of the Great Trek., Numerous communitles organised Kappie

Kommandos (i.eo,the women would wear Voortrekker clothing) to

partiéipate in the varicus celebratiors. A number of.ox wWagons
toured the country to commemorate the centenary. The arrival of the
ox wagon(s) at cities, towns, and villages was the occasion for
celebration. The refusal of the W.P. to endorse Premier-Hertzog’s

proposed laying of the Voortrekker monument's foundation stone at

the main centenary celebration near Pretoria in December 19%8 caused

ill-feeling within Afrikanerdom*zg

1. L. Naudé, op. cit., pp. 78-79, 84; M.H. Bekker's evidence. Fifth

days; 10 December 1941, p. 332, in "E.S. Sachs vso VOortrekkerspefs

Bok.", op. cit.

2. See Diec Transvaler and Die Vaderland for the period; Forum, 7

s men?

November 1938, 28 November 1938,
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the traditions cf the Afrikener worker, The G.,W.,U, leadership's
communist goal was, after all, the eradication of Christianity and

the colour bar 1.

In a psmphlet distributed at clothing factories Grobbelaar

attacked the G.W.U. Kappie Kcmmando. He told the workers that they

were welcome £o attend the grand finale celebraticn near Praiorig
2

i

P

S O

[

provided that they did not come under the auspic

Among the Afrikaner natioralists who objected to the G.W.U.

Kappie Kommando were P,J. Kock and the Rev. Boneschans (a member of

the Germiston Organising Commiitee and the H.P.'s unsuccessful

candidate in Germiston Scuth in the 1938 general election) 3,

Die Vaderland took exceptiond to L. Cronjels oppesition to efforts

made to have the Voertrekker menumentls foundation stone 1aid by
4 - o i -
General Hertzog ., he political complexities around the centenary

celebrations caused Die Vaderland to lean slighitly in favour of the

GW,U, when the Germiston Organising Committee came cul against

the local G.W.U., Kappie Kommando 5.

1. P.J. Xock to Editor, pie Transvalexr, 21 October 1928; Die Trans-
valer, 21 Ocvcber 1938, 28 October 197 28; TPamplilet by D.B.H. Grobb

-

b
laar titled "XKommuniste Wil Deelneem aan Feufeeg! Exhibit in "E.S

Sachs vs. Voortrekkerspers Bpk.", op. cit.; C.W.U. pamphlet addressed

to "Aan die Volk van Suid Afrika', signed by M. Kruger and J. Corne-

livs., G.W.,U. Collection.

2, Pamphlet by D.B.H. Grobbelaar titled "Kommuniste Wil Deelneem aan

Eeufees"., Exhibit in "E,S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkerspers Bpk.", op. cit.

3, The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, October 1938; P.J. Kock 40

Editor, Die mransvéief, 21 October 1938; Forward, 20 May 1938.

4. Die Vaderlaﬂd 11 October 16%8

5. Ibid., 25 October 1938.
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4
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The Germiston Orgaunising Committee's stand on the G.W.U,

Kappie Kommando was apparently perceived by some Afrikaners as an

attemnt to exclude members of The working clasg from the celebrations

Representatives of the G.W.U, Xappie Kommando held a wmeeting with the

. . - C s 2
chairman of the Witwatersrand Centenary Festival Pageant Committes ~.

By the time representatives of the G.W.U. Kappie Kommﬁndo'and the

Witwatersrand Centenary Festival Pageant Committee held a meeting
with less extreme members of the Germiston Organising Committee, the
Germiston Organising Committee had withdrawn its opposition to the

G.W.U., Kappie Kommando 3,

Venter, a member of the Germiston Organising Committee, dinvited
the locgl GeW,U. members to atiend his Tolltsong classes 4. The
Witwatersrand Centenary Festival Pageant Committee, in pariticular its

[~y
chairman, assisted the G.W.U. Kappie Xommando in ralsing funds ‘. A

GoWoU, Kanpie Fommandg of approximaiely four hundred members atbtinded
P I

. . .. 6
the grand finale celebration near Pretorizs in December 1938 7.,
g .

1. Dile‘T‘I'ansvaleIc 28 Octcher 1938,

2. Ibido; 1 November 19%8; The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker,

November 1938,

%3. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, November 1938.

4., Tbid.
5. 1bid., December 1938.

6, Ibid.



B. The Challenge Debate

Grobbelaar had earlier formed a Bondswag which Naudé described
as the "military wing" of the struggle against communists in the
. 1 - - : . <
trade unicn movemeunt “. The Bondswsg, for example, participated in
4 oo te A -+ . K ' = 1 . 2 o
fights at a number of meetings (e.go,a miner's meeting) “. The
Bondswag established an espionage sectlon which,; according to Haudé,

. . " Z
was very successful at one period in the G.W.U. ~

A gsense of expectancy aroge among Afrikaners as the time drew

nearer Tor the main Voortrekker centenary celebration outside

Pretoria. Grobbelaar and others of his ilk began wildly 1o consider

e e ! 4
the possibility of a coup dfetat .

At the time when his pamphlet was being distridbuted Grobvbelaar

sent a ¢ Sa wi a vering ebtter in which he warned tha
nt copy 1to Sachs with covering letter wh i that

=3
Hy

the thousands of rikuner dsughters whom you have in
your clutches will settle with yeu .s... The day when

we Afrikaners begin to settle with you Jews; you will
find out that Germany is a Jewish paradise compared

5

with what South Africa will be “,

In his reply to Grobbelaar Sachs stated that he was "guite

prepared 1o allow the thousands of 'Afrikaner daughters! to settle

1, L. Naudé, ops. cit., pp. 81-82,

Ibid., pp. 61-62, 82-85.

N
LI

3, Ibide, p. 82a

4, N.%.S. van der Walt, diary entry 13 November 1938, guoted in

T. Dunbar Moocdie, op. cit., p. 182,

5., The Garment Vorkef/bie Kleféwerker, November 1938,




with" him., He challenged Grobhelaar to a debate to be attended vy
G.W.U, members at which & mction of confidence in him (Sachs) would

1 . o s oq . o
be put ~. . Both letters appesved in full in the November 1932

edition of The Gafmeﬁt'Worker[Die,Klerewerker Z. By the close of

Jdanuary 1939 negotiations on the terms and date of the debate had
a2
been completed 7,
Grobbelaar and his supporters visited members in their howes and

4

held numerous house meetings . Probably as a result of the N.R.T.'s

increassed orgenisational activity and the Bondswag's espionage

P .

endeavours, the G.W.U., in early February 1939 organised & number of
Johannesburg and CGermiston members into a Union Guard. The Uniocn
Guard's primary duties were 1o maintain order at Union meetings and
tc keep a waichful eye for any subversive activity directed at the

membership 5.

The Germiston branch's annual general meeting which was held in
mid-February 1939 was attended by 503 members. The meeting over- .

-
whelmingly passed a motion of full confidence in Sachs . G.W.U.

1. Ibid.
2, Ibid,

3, L. Naudé, op. cit., p. 85.

AN

4. Judgment of Grindley-Ferris J., delivered 28 August 1939, E.S.

Sachs vs. D.B.H. Grobbelaar, W.L.D., qucted in The Garment Worker/

Die Klérewefker, September 1939, n. 10; TFourth Lunch~-time Meeting

~

-Held at Germiston Pactory, & March 1939. G.W.U., Collection. .

5. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, February 1939, March 1939.

6. MNinutes of G.W.U. Germiston EBranch General Meeting, 20 February
1939. G.W.U. Collectiomn. .



leaders rcrganised meetings at the Germiston factories. At The

factory meetings representatives were elected to attend the challenge

.

. AL e aa .
debate ~. Unforeseen transport difficuities on the day of ‘the debate,
the 9th March 19329, resulied in a reduced number of Cermisiou members

. 2
gsetting out for Johannesburg .

G.W.U., Medical Aid~Society cards had to be produced to gain

admissior to the challenge meeting . The meeting was attended by

well over two thousand; enshusiastically pro-~Sachs, members.

Sachs was the first speaker‘and a few members heckled him for
addressing the meeting in English. Sachs recalled how they had built
up the G.W.U. and had struggled to obtain the existing wage rates and
conditions of employment; Grotbelaar and his associates, on the
other hand, were trying 1to break the trade union movement and had
adopted a strategy of slander, lies, "racial hatred" and "Jew
baiting". They drew their inspiration from Czarist Russia and Nazl
Germany while he drew his inspiration from the ccntchpo*d y Soviet

Unione.

D

l., Fourthn Lunch~time Méeting Held at Germiston Factory, 6 March 1939,
G.W.U. Collection; Minutes of G.W,U.G.R,E.C, Meeting, 9 January 1939.
G.W.U. Collection; Germiston Branch Secretary's Report as from 1l5th
Pebruary to 3rd March 1939.  G.W.U. Collection; Minutes of G.W.T,

o

Germiston Branch General Meeting, 20 February 1539. G.W.U., Ccllection.

2. Germiston Branch Secretary's Report as from lst March 1939 to 28th
March 1939, H. Cornelius, 28 March 1939. G.W.U, Coliection; E.S.
Sachs to System Manager, S.A.R. & H., 7 Marck 1939. G.W.U. Collection;
P.D. Troskie, System Manager, S.A.R. & H. to E;S¢ Sachs, 14 March

1939. G.W.U. Coliecticn.

w2

30 G.W;U.- ircular, 21 February 1939, signed by A,
J. Cornelivs. G.W.U, Collectlon.

cheepers and



Grobbelaar struggled to obitain o hearing when it was his turn

Lo

to spegk. His claim that the G.W.U, had pald for members' visits

$¢ the Soviet Union was denied by A. Scheepers, who was in the chair,

lox

She stated that the amounits had been made up of veluntary contribu-
tions, Grobbelaar then argued that Sschs had been banished in 193

not for trade union activity but rather for inciting racial hatred.

. Grobbelaar had spokeni for only lTour of his allotted fifteen.
minutes when the two hundred strong Germiston contingent (with their
prb-Sachs banners) arrived at the meeting. Their arrival caused
such a favourable ccmmoticn among the audiesnce that Grotvhelasar was
unable to continue hig éddress. The commotion continued unabated
and the ballot-papers were distributed in a disorderly mernner.
Consequently, the motion was put to a hand vote. The audience
enthusiastically threw its support behind Sachs and Grobbelaar

received no more than itwenty votes ~.

‘

A new worker in the industiry, W. van Wyngaardt, had earlier been
unmasked as a paid organiser of the N.R.T. The <c.e.¢. had refursed
her G.W.U., memberchip two days prior to the debate (normally a

worker automatically became a member on entering the industry) “.
Vi

Shortly after the debate the c.e.c. adopted a motion ihat any

member of the GoW,Ua

agsoclating with Grobbelaar or with any other person who

1. Te Garment Werker/Die Xlerewerker, March 1939; Die Transvaler,

10 March 19%9; Die Vaderland, 10 March 1939; Germiston Branch

Secretary's Report ag frem lst March 1939 to 28th March 1939; He
Cornelius, 28 March 1939. G.W.U. Collection.

2. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, April 1935; Extracts from

Minutes of G.W.U.C.E,C, Meetings, 7 March 1939. G.W.U. Collection.
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Pl

or organisation which aims at the splitting of our
Union§ (B) slandering the Union or azny official of the
Union;g (C) spreadinz falsehoods about the Union;

(D) preaching racialism in order %o split the ranks of
the Union; () doing anything which is calculated to
cause division in the ranks of the workers ,;; will be
considered as a traitor to the Union and expelled

forthwith 1.

Disciplinary action was iniwiated against at least two germent
"as _— - 2 . - '
workers for "disruptive" aectivity . An attempt was also made to
stamp out rumours which reflected adversely on the G.,W.U, For
example, a member was forced to withdraw the remark that she was noi
the G.W.U.'s dance as the Unilon had klacks and

coloureds at its meetings D, Numerous pro~Grobbelaar faction memhers

fol)

going to atien

G

of the G.W.U. either withdrew their active support or went further

underground 4,

NDie Transvaler conceded in mid-April 1939 that the garment

workers of Germiston viewed their position in the white ccmnunity in
-rough class terms and that at leasf 80 percent of them stcod firmly
behind the Sachs leadership. ¥or example, one garment worker ﬁold a
Die Transvaler repocter that "Ong is nie van jﬁlle scort nie. Ons

5 '

is maar arme fabrielkwerksters" ~.

1. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, March 1939,

2. E.S. Sachs to J. Kotze, 24 April 1939. G.W.U. Collection; EsS.
Sachs to P. Ponrieso, 24 April 19%9., G.W.U., Collection.

3. Delarey to Dipperaar, 1 April 1939. G.W.U. Ccllection.

4. L. Navdé, op. cit., pp. 94-95.

5. Die Transvaler, 1% April 1939,
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3

Rejected by the Johannesvurg anld Germiston membership ihe
N.R.T. sought an obligque strategy in its campaign against the 5.W,U,
leadership., Its attention was focused on the struggling Port

Blizabtecth branch of the G.W.U.



CHAPTER XIII

THE NASIONALE RAAD VAN TRUSTEES
PORT ®LIZABETH CAMPAIGN: 1939

In 1937 the Eastern Province {excluding East London) clothing
manufécturing industry comprised basically four factories, cne in
Kingwilliamstown (King Clothing) and three in Port Elizabeth
(Mosenthal, Teikamdas aﬁd the somewhat smaller Steeldrill). The
debression-influenced Wage Board Determinafion of 193%2 regulatéd the
wages and conditions of éervice of/the Eastern Province industry's
workforce 1. In March 1936 there were 539 whites, 19 asiatics, 24
coloureds and 9 blacks employed in the Poit Elizabetn ready made

. . 2 - . X .
clothing industry ~. No garment workers'! union had been established
in Port Elizabeth.

The G.W.U. participated in the annval conference of the T, & L.C.
at Port Elizabeth in early 1937, and tcok the opportunity to establish
a mixed branch of the white, coloured and asiatic garmeni workers,

the Port Elizabetn branch of the.G.W.U. (G.W.U.P.H.) 3,

1., The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, July 1937,

2. "Report to the Minister of Labour by the Wage Board. The Garment
Making Trades", dated 21 February 1938, p. 5 tavle 1. An. 150 1938.
5. Minutes of the Inauguvral Meeting of G.W.U.P.E., 1 April 1937.
G.W.Ue. Collection; The Garmenf Wofkéf/Dié Kiéféﬁéfkér; April 19737,

July 1937,




The GW.U.P.E. faced difficulties in its -endeavours to conclude an

cal nznufactuorers ~. ALl~

z_l

industrial council agreemsnt with the

l...l

though an industrial coumecil for Port Slizabeth and Kingwilliamstown

L}

was registered by 19329, it was only in December 1939 that an in-

e . o s . 2 s :
dustrial council agreemernt wag putlisped “. It is uvnknown whether
any 'gentlemen' agreements operated in the industry prior to the

- o

publication of the indusirial council a2grecment,

The widespread unemploymeni in the Port #iirabeth clothing
industry and the regignstions from the G.W.U.P.E. as a result of
the press reports that garment workers in Germiston had been sacked

for supporting the N.P. in the general electicn contributed t¢ the

: . » ,
Branch's decline during 1958 7. Towards the end of the ycar there

was a '"slight danger” that the G.W.U.P.E. would go out of existence .
Maggie Gerbexr had been an active m=mbe* of the G.W.U.P.E. since
i . » - . r
1937 and in early 1939 she was the vice-chairperscn of the Brauch 7.

She did not share the political views of the G.W.U. cadre and in

)

Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 21 September

1. 937, 5 Octoter
1837, 12 October 1937. 1T.U.C.S.A. Collection.

2. "Report to the Minister of Labour by the Wage Boaid on the
Clothing Industry, South Africa", dated 7 May 1948, pp. L-2. An.
67 1949.

%, Minutes of G.W.U.P.E.B.E.C. Meeting, 1 June 19328, 18 June 1938.
G.W.U. Collection; Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to E.5. Sachs, 8 July
1938. G.W.U. Collection; The Garmeht'Worker/Die Klerewerker,

December 1938; Programme of Work and Policy for the Year 193G,

GW.U, Collection,

4, Programme of Work and Pdlicy for the Year 19%9, G.W.U. Collecticne.

5. Unidentified statement on Port Elizabeth dispute. G.W.U,

Collection,
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early March 1939 turned down an offer to become the Branch's paid

. L " - . . - .
organiser ~. Towards the end of March 1939 she attended a public meetsing

addressed by A. Hertzog and P. Bothma in Port Elizabeth. According to

.

Gerber, she approached A, Hertzog and discus

local garment workers with him 2.

2]
D

.

sed the position cf the

The N.R.T. despatched two organisers, Bekker and L: Neudé, to Port
" Elizabeth during April 1939 3; Grobbelaar arrived in the city a Little
while later 4. The initial étrategy of the N.R.T. grcup appears to have
been to engineer the secession of the .W,U.P,E. from its parent union
and then t0 gain contrel of the jiudependent local union., A petiiion
éponsored by Gerber and two other garment workers which called for the

secessiocn of the G.W.U.P.E. was circulated at ieast at Mosenthal 5.

The N.R.T. group launched 2 campaign against "communism" in <the

city. At iwo meetings of garment workers organised by the N.R.T. group

19}

Gerber described Sachs as a dictator., She added that Sachs and hi
satellites propagated the establishment of a black republic 6.

In response to the N.R.T. group's activity in Poxr{ Elizabeth
the G.W.U, appointed Eli Weinberg, the secretary of the Cape Town

branch of the Sweet Workers' Union and a former G.W.U. organiser in

1. Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to E.S. Sachs, 22 March 1939. "G.W.U. Collect-
ion; Affidavit by M. Gerber, 30 September 1941. G.,W.U. Collection.
2. Die Oosterlig, 27 March 1539; Affidavit by M. Gerber, 30 Secptember

1941. G.W.U, Collection.

3. Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to E.S8. Sachs, 28 4pril 1939. G.W.U.
Collection; Die Oosterlig, 28 April 1939, 5 May 1939.

4. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, July 1939.

5. Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to E.S. Sachs, 28 April 1939. G.W.U..

Collection.

6. Die Costerlig, 28 April 1939, 5 May 1939.
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" ! ; R " l 1 ‘ : :
Cape Town, as organiser of the G.W.U.P.E, The G.W.U., despatched
-
£

¥X. Viljoen to assist Weinberg and J. Corneliue pald a short visiit

N -

; sy 2 . s oy
to thc city . A, Scheepers alsc spent a while in Port Elizabeth 30

In mid-Mey 19329 a Vereniging van Klerewerkers was established

at a meeting attended by approximately thiriy-one garment workers.
Gerber was elected chairperson cf the Vereniging's provisional

s 4 T Tt o s - Vs
committee . The Vereniging's constitution restricted membership to
white garment workers. In terms of the constitution the Vereniging
undertook simultaneously to bring about an improvement in emplioyer/

=
employee relations and in the conditions of service in the indusiry ~.

The G.W.U,P.E. maintained a cordial link with the miniscule
Port Elizabeth branch of the L.P. (whese racial views were more

) .. . & - i . .
moderate than the official party line)”. The G,W.U.P.BE.'s relation-

ship with the Steeldrill management was souund. However, the

1. Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to E.S. Sachs, 28 April 13939. G.W.U,
Collections G,W.U. pamphlet, 12 May 1939, signed by B. leyer, B.
RBowen, E. Weinberg and J. Cornelius. G.W.U. Colilection; J. Ccrrnelius

to E. Weinberg, 19 July 193%. G.W.U., Collection; The Eastern Pro-

vince Herald, 25 Auguct 1979; E.S. Sachs to EB. Weinberg, 18 June
_19353 G‘QWaUc COlleC'tiOl’l;

2. G.W.U. pamphlet, 12 May 1939, signed by B, Meyer, B. Bowen, B.
. Weinberg and J. Cornelius. G.W.U. Collection; X, Viljocen to C.E.C.,

‘Johannesburg, 15 May 1939. G.W.U, Collection; The garment Worker/

Die Klerewerker, July 1939; The Eastern Provirce Herald, 11 May 1939.

3¢ The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, July 1939.

4, XK. Viljoen to C.E.C., Jchannesburg, 15 May 1939, G.W.U, Collec-

tion; Die Oosterli
expelled from the G.W.U.P.E. Affidavit by E.S. Sachs (n.d.). G.W.U.

on

, 15 Nay 193G, Gerber was thereupon formally

Collection.,.

5. Constitution of Die Vereniging van Klerewerkers. G.W.U. Coliection.’

6. Minutes of L.P.P.E. Branch Committee Meeting, 5 May 1937, %C Harch
1939, 31 July 19%9, 7 December 1939. I.P. Collection.
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managenents of Telkamdas and Hosenthal wexre not well disposed to-
1 " I . 7 .
wards the G.W.U.P.E, The.Eerehiging concentrgted its organisa-

. . - . 2
tional activity on the la%ter twe factories .

In late May 1939 delegates from a number of Port Elizabeth trade
unions met to congider ways fo counter the influence of "racisalism"
in the local trade union movement - i.e., probably the N.R.T.'s

2 .
general activity in the city ~., A rally was subsequently held in

late June 1939 ostensibly o celebrate sixty years cf trade uniconism

in South Africa. A multi-rszcial asudience - though the whites ana
non-~-whites were separately seated - of over three thousand péoPle
attended the raily. The speakers at the rally includea Weinberg,

Wede de Vries (thé general secretary of the T. & L.C.), and J.J.
Venter (tﬁe presidentlof the Johannesturg Transport Workers! Union) %,

Venter zalso addressed a number of meetings outside Mosenthal ané

Teikamdas 5.

The demeanour of a number of pro-Vereniging supervisors at
Mosenthal inhibited the G.W.U.P.E:'s membership drive zg the

<) <

factory's workers feared victimisation if they associated with the

1. Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. %5 General Secretary, 16 June 1939. G.W.U,
Collection; K. Viljoen to C.E.C., Johanmnesburg, 15 May 1239. G.W.U.

Collection.

2, Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to General Secretary, 16 June 1939, G.W.U.
Collection; The Garment Worker/Die Klérewefker, July 1939.

3. The Bastern Province Herald, 27 May 1939.

4, 7Tbid., 30 June 1939; Die Oosterlig, 3 July 1939.

5. Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to General Secretary, 8 July 1939. G.W.U.

Collection.
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G.W,U.P.E. = Wnile the Vereniging enrolled a "large number" of
merbers at Mosenthal and "gquite a number' at Teikamdas neither the
Vereniging nor the G.W.U.P.E. could overall gain the upper hand in
R . y ) - 2
~their membership drives among the white workers ~. The coloured and
asiatic workers proved reluctant to join the G.W.U.P.E. and at one

stage Mrs. Gool (from Cape Town) was expected to come a2nd assist the

7‘.,
-

Branch in recruiting non-white members ~.
Sachs and Weinberg had initiated defamation actions against

4 . .
Grobbelaar and Bekker respectively . The N.R.¥.'s Port Elizabeth

1. Organising Secretary to M. Gerber, 1 Jure 1939. G.%W.U. Collection;
Crganising Secretary to F. Van der Berg, 22 Mey 1939. G.W.U. Collec-
tion; Statement by the G.W.U. Submitted tc the Committee of Bnquiry
Appointed by Agreement between the Union and the P.E., Clothing Manu-
facturers'! Association to Consider and Determine All Maitters in
Dispute between the Urnion and the Employers and Complaints from
Fmployees and Employers, F.E., September 1941. G.W.U. Collection;
Affidavit by J., Grobtler, 18 September 1941. G.W.U. Collection;
Affidavit by I.E. Van der Walt, 18 September 1941. G.W.U. Collection;
Affidavit S.J.M. Manley. G.W.U. Collection; Affidavit by M. Gerber.
G.W,U, Collection; DFindings of Commission. Draft of Settlement of

Strike. Statement, p. 6. G.W.U. Collecticn.

2, Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to General Secrciary, 16 June 1939 (Quotes
in text). G.W.U. Collection; Statement by the Eastern Province
¢lothing Manufacturers' Association Submitted to the Commissiocn of
Enquiry Appointed by Agreement between them and the G.W.U., September

1941. G.W.U., Collection; Affidavit by M. Gerber. G.W.U. Collection.

3, Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to General Secretary, 16 June 1939. G.W.U.

Collection.

4, Judgment of Grindley-Ferris J., op. cit., quoted in Tﬂé.ééiﬁéhf

Wbrkéf/Die.Klérewerkef; September 193G, pp. 10-12; The Eastern

Province Herald, 25 August 1939,




campaign came to an end when iis last ‘two organisers in the city,

-~

Grobbelaar and Bekker, either withdrew or were withdrawn from the

fray in early September 1939. Grobbelaar volunteeved for military
» e - oy L
service and disappeared from the scene.(slc) «

In January 1940 Weinberg reported to the c.2.c. that the

G.W.U.P.E, was making progress vis-a-vis the Vereniging which was

. . . ooy 2
"in the process of disintegration” ~. The managements of Teikamdas
and Mosenthal counsistently cpposed the inclusion of a closed sh op

provision in the industrial council agreement and the Vereniging

(which had never obtained registration) continued a twilight

3

existence ~.

Mosenthal and Teikamdas finally conceded the closed shop in
late 1941 after Sachs had Lled the G,W.U.P.E. members ouiv on strike
at the two factories, A 'gentleman's' closed shop had beern in

operation at Steeldrill for some time 4.

1. Affidavit by M. Gerber. G.W.U. Collecticn.

2. E. Weinberg to C.E.C., Johannesburg, 8 January 1940. G.W.U.

Collection.

3. Affidavit by S.J.M. Manley. G.W.U. Coilection; Affidavit by M.
Gerber. G.W,U, Collection; Affidavit by C. Bouwer. G.W.U., Coliec-
tion; Memorandum Submitted by the G.W.U: tc the Indusirial Council
for the Clothing iIndustry P.E. on the Subject of the Proposals of
the Union for a New Agreement, April 194C. G.W.U. Collectiions

E,S. Sachs to J. Dock, 19 September 1941. G.,W.U. Collection;‘Affi«

davit by R.G. Teikamdas, 30 September 1941, G.W.U. Collection.

4, Dispute in the Clothing Industry FP.E. Staterent by the G.W.U.

Submitted to The Eastern Province Herald by E.S. Sachs on %he 13th
September 1941. G.W.U. Collection; Reply from Mr, J. Dock to the

1

- Trade Dispute. G.W.U., Collection; The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker,

Statement Maae by Mr. Sachs to ThélEQSféihlbe#ihééAHerald, Clothing

September/October 1941; The Eastern Province Herald, 16, 17, 18

September 1241.
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CHAPTER XIV

COLOURED TABOUR AND THE WITWATERSRAND CLOTEING
MANUFACGTURING INDUSTRY: 1239 ~ 1946

A, The Influx of Coloured Labour

It has been noted elsewnere that a large mumber of coloureds
were absorbed into the Johennesburg clothing ménufaoturing industry .
during the Second World War l, The coloureds were generally cmployed
as machinists - an occupation that wes previecusly the viritual pre-

serve of white women.

The G.W.U. insisted that the coloured workers be segregated fronm
. . - 2 . 4 g8 s , ol - .
their white colleagues ~. In addition, from August 1941 factory in-
: 3
spectors could enforce segregation by means of a facvtory regulaticn .

However, segregation was applied in the industry in a haphazard

msnnexr 4 .

The white workers resented the Tinfiltration' of coloureds ianto

1. See pp. 27-28.

2, Minutes of G.W.U. Shop Stewards Meeting, 13 Avgust 1942. G.W.U.

Collection. ] -

3, Factory Regulation of 28 August 1941, quoted at_ninth day, ©

September 1945, pp. 685-686, in "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit.

4. "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit.: J.F., Terburgh's evi~
dence. Bighth day, 5 September 1945, pp. 659-664; Testenstein's
statement. Ninth day, 6 Sevtember 1945, pp. TOL-T7O0lA.



the industry 1; By 1942 the G.W.U., was engaged in constant endeavours

t0 persuade recalcitrant white workers t

coloureds in their.respective factories . UThe G.W;U: officials

drugmed into the white wo;kers the need for a uolerapu attitude to

the coloureds in the industry. Sachs emphasised that the coloured

wofkefé of the Western Cépe would not agree to the establishment of

a national garment workers' trade unicn if the white workers contvinued
2

their hostile attitude tc their coloured colleagues ~. It would

appeér that Sachs and other G.W.U. officials attempted o sugar the

pill by stating that the coloureds would be employed on & temporary

hasis during the war years until the white labour supply improved .

B. The Germiston Rebellicn

In December 1941 Sachs estimated the Germiston memvership of the
5
G.W.U., at 1 650 . Until 1943 there were few, if any, coloureds

employed in the Germiston clothing manufacturing industry.

Separate wild-cat strikes ervpted at the factories Germiston

Clothing and Avondale during August J9A3 over thp int voduc+1on of

1. Minutes of G.W.U. Shop Stewards Meebing, 13 August 1942. G.W.U.
Uollection; Minutes of G.W.U. General Meeting, 23 July 1942. G.W.U.
Collecticn; Minutes of 1lst Meeting of Shop Stewards of the G.W.U.

Fordsburg Branch, 2C August 1942, G.W.U., Collection.

2, Minutes of G.W.U. General Meeting, 23 July 1942, G.W.U. Collection.
3, Ibid.

4; Ib;d., 15 July 1948.

5. E.S. Sachs's evidence. ulghtn day, 7 mber 1941, p; 576, in

[¢]
[
c+
@

"E,S. Sachs vs. Vuortrekgersnerg Bpk.’ Op.




coloured pressers., While the white werkers at Germiston Clothing
objected to the employment of coloured pressers per se, the white
workers at Avondale demanded segregation between the coloureds and

whites employed in their factory l.

At a special G;b;é;ﬁ;:meeting H; Cornelius,; the influential
branch secretary, insisfed that the branch act in accordance with the
G W.Uc's coloured labour policy; K. Meyer thereupoﬁ resigned as
branch chairman in prosest at coloureds being employed in the

.
. . . 2
Germigton industry .

With the approval of H. Cornelius, the Germiston Clothing manage-
ment took the initiative in the Germiéton industry a=zd at the be-
ginning of 1944 introduced a handful of coloured machinists in the
factory 3. The coloured machinists were compleitely segregated from
the white workers in the faétorfo However, the white workers resented
the employment of coloureds as machinists and a wilda-cat strike broke

out in the trouser section of the factory on the 9th February 1944.

The uarest spread to the rest of the factory when H. Cornelius

1. Minutes of G.W,U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 7 April 1943, 11 August 1943,
18 August 194%. G.W.U., Collection; Minutes of Special Meeting of
G.W.U.G.B.BE.C.y 13 August 1943, G.W,U, Collection.

2; Minutes cof Special Meeting of G.W.U.G.B.E.C., 13 August 1943.
GeW.U., Collection. Blacks were, of course, employed in the
Germiston industry as pressers (although not necessarily at Avendale
and Germiston Clothing); Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C., Meeting, 18

January 1933. G.W,U., Collectlon.

3. H. Cornelius's evidence. Twelfith day, 11 September 1945, p. 1018,

in "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit.



128

arrived later that day to mediate in the dispute. Order was restored

)

at the factory when the management agreed to dismiss the coloured
R 1 X s . s o an .
machinists ¢« The occupation of machinist remained the virisual

preserve of white women in fthe Germiston industry until 19"7

M. Moll and E. Nel had played the leaéding rcles in the disturbance
at Germiston Clcothin -A Nel had led the strike in the trouser section
while NMoll had given He Cornelius a rough time when the branch
secretary had addressed the workers; The chairperson of thé branchy
Sophia Meyer (the sister of K. Meyer), worked &t Germiston Clothiing.

She had been abused by the wcerkers, in particular by Nel, when she

]; "E.S. Sachs vs. A,B. du Preez'", cp. cit.: M. Mcll's evidence.
Sixth day, 3 September 1945, pp. 471-477, seventh day, 4 Sepiember
1945, pp. 491-536, 538-578, eighth day, 5
601, eleventh day, L0 September 1945

September 1945, pp. 584~
5, Do 949;. E,J,5. Nell's evidences
Bighth day, 5 September 1945, pp. 604-658; G.E., Taboyre's evidenc
Ninth day, 6 September 1645, pp. 728-73%: X.,M. Opperman's cvidence.
6; S5, ieyer's evidence.
Eleventh day, 10 September 1945, pp. 8-982, twelfth day, 11 Septem-
ber 1945, pp. 985-1006; H. Cornelius's evidence. Twelfth day, 11

5
Ninth day, 6 September 1945, pp. 734~T4
95

September 1945, pp. 1018-1064; WM.E.M. Prins’s evidence. Twelflth
day, 11 September 1945, pp. 110%-1104, 1113-1116,

2. Firgst Frivate Agreement Entered into by Certain Members of the
Germiston Number One Braanch .. and the Germiston Employers, Novemter
.1957.- GeW.U. Collection. There are signs that the Germiston
industry sitagnated over the years., ¥For exesmple, the Germiston in-
dustry's share of the country's production of men's and boys' out-
wear decreased from 28 percent in 19%8/19%9 %o 17 percent in 19)2/
1953, while the Johannesburg industry's share increased from 38

percent tc 45 percent. H.A.F. Barker, op. cit,, p; 101 table XI.
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haé refused to support them in thelr agitation against the employment

} . 1
of coloureds as machinists 7,

loll and Wel were suimoned %o a disciplinary hearing befcre ihe
Gebeoeosc. Sachs and J. Cornelius attended the disciplinary hesring.
Sachs favoured a lenient penaity bveing impcsed on Moll and Nel,
Nevertheless, the G.b¢e.é. resolved to take a firm stand srd to expel

. - - 2
the two women from the G.W.U,

Two members resigned from the G.P.€.C. presuuably in protest at
the G,h.e.c,'s decision. H. Cornelius anticipated a surge of dis-
content in the branch over the expulsions., The (Germision branch

election was scheduled to take place al a3 general meeting cn the

1, "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit.: M. Moll's evidence.
Sixth day, 3 September 1945, pp. 471-477, seventh day, 4 September
1945, pp. 491-936, 5%8-578, eighth day, 5 September 1945, pp. 584~
601, eleventh day, 10 September 1945, p. 949; E.J.S. Nel's evidence.
Bighth day, 5 September 1945, pp. 604--658; G.E. Laboyre's. evidence.
Ninth day, 6 September 1945, pp. 728-73%; E.M. Opperman's evidence.
Ninth day, 6 September 1945, pp. 734-746; S. Meyer's evidence.
Eleventh day, 10 September 1945, pp. 958-982, twelfth day, 11 Septem-
ber, 194%, pp. 985-10C6; H, Cornelius's evidence. Twelfih day; i1
September 1945, pp. 1018-1064; M,E,M. Prins's evidence. Twelfth
day, 11 September 1945, pp. 1103—1164, 11i3-1116.

2, "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit.: M., Moll's evidence.
Seventh day, 4 September 1945, p. 493; E.J.5, Nel's evidence.
Bighth day, 5 September 1945, pp. 610-612; J. Cornelius’s evidence.
Tenth day, 7 September 1245, pp. 8€9-872, eleventh day, 10 September
1945, pp. 896-897; S. Meyer's evidence. Eleventh day, 10 September
1945, pp. 966-~967, 972, 998-999; H. Cornelius's evidence., Twelfth
day, 11 September 1945, p. 1027; E. Roberts's evidence. Thirteenth
day, 12 September 1945, pp. 1131-1133; L. Jordan's evidence. Thir-
teenth day, 12 September 1945, pp. 1138-1140; E.S, Sachs's evidence.
Thirteenth day, 12 September 1945, pp. 1166A~1168, fourieenth day,
13 September 1945, pp. 1268-1275.
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29th Februvary 1944. H. Cornelius posipened indefinitely the general
-~

e L
meeting .,

A five day work-week operatcd in the industry. The letters
notifying Moll and Nel of their expulsion were delivered on the
Friday afternoon (the 25th February 1944) in an attempt to avoid as

. : . . . 2
far as possible any unrest at Germiston Clothing .
/

Moll sought fo interest influential persons cn her and Nells
behalf. On the Saturday, after an abortive visit ¢ a candidate
in ‘the municipal eiccticn, zhe called on a local estate agent, J.
du Pisanie (an Afrikaner nationalist activist). Du Pisaﬁie
immediately contacted his parish clergyman, the Rev. J.J. Pick (a
member of the 0.B. and a former wartime emergency regulations

internee) 3.

The G.W.U.‘s conspiratorial interpretation of subsequent events
is based on an alleged mecting on the Sunday evening attended by Du
Pisanie, J.S. de Wet {the secretary of the Reform Organisation within
the M.W.U.), Moll, Nel and others. According to the G.W.U. the two
were instructed to'return 1o wofk the foilowing mofning. It was
hoped thzt the Germiston Clothing management would abide by the

closed shop provision and eject the two women from the factory. The

l. Minutes of G.W.,U.G.,B.E.C. Meeting, 24 February 1944. G.W.U.

Collection,

2, Judgment of Neser J., op. c¢it., quoted in The Garment Worker/

Die Klerewerker, November/December 1945, p. 10,

3. "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit.: M. Moll's evidence.
Seventh day, 4 September 1945, pp. 558-560, 562; J.J. Fick's
evidence. Fifth day, 3L August 1945, op. 330, 333%; J.C¢. du
Plessis's evidence. PFourth day, 30 August 1945, p. 266.
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other worke:é atvthe FTactory, incensedbat the management's condﬁct,
would come ocut on strike. The "Reformers" woﬁld covertly spread the
agitation and organise a generai strike throughout the Witwatersrand
clothing manufacturing industry. The Afriksmner churches were to
supply the overt support for the canmpaign. The G.W.U. leadership,
tainted by its refuszl %c fight the "black menace", would accordingly

-

. . Lo
become vulnerable tec removal from office .

Moll and Nel refturned to work on the Monday morning. Although
the Germiston Clothing mansgement was aware of Moll's and Nel'ls

expuision, it allowed the two women to work at the factory on the

Monday and Tuesday (the 28 and 29th February 1944) 2,

The Rev. Pick established an action committée on the 28th Feb-
ruary 1944. Its members comprised Du Pisanie (2s secretary , the
Rev. Fick and a number of other Afrikaner clergymen from Germiston,
Three of the clergymen (Boneschans, JoCs du Plessis and S, de

Villiers) as menbers of the Germiston Organising Committee in 1938

1. Johannesburg Report no. 1559, 28 February 1944, Special,.  G.W,U.
Collection; "G.W.U, Proceedings", op. cit.: E.S. Sachs's evidence,
9 February 1949, p. 1015, 25 March 1949, p. 1848; Tnillip's state-
ment, 23 February 1949, p. 1267. The factions estzblished by the
N.R.T. within the M.W.U., and G.W.U. in 1938 were known as the Reform
Organisations within their respective trade unions - e.g., the

Reform Organisation within the M.W.U, The word "Reformers" was later
loosely used to describe Afrikerier nationalist activity in the

union movement generally.

2. Judgment of Neser J., op. cit., quoted in The CGarment Worker/

Die Klerewerker, WNovember/December 1945, p. 10.

A



a
in the tewn's Voortrekker centenary celebraticn ~.

Moll and Nel were dismissed from their jobs on the lst Marsh
1944, The workers at Gerusiston Clothing imumediately came out on
strike. G.W.U., officials and members of the industrial council
visited the factory and Warned the strikers that the strike was in
contravention cof both thé cmergency war regulations and thé Indus-
trial Corciliation Act,‘ The G.W.U, officials also promised to
convene a Jjoint meeting *that afternoon beiwszen the G.b.e.c., memoers
of the c.e.c., Moll, Nel and some thirty representatives from the

o . - 2
factory. The strikers returned to work .

At the meeting Moll and Nel rejected an offer that if they re~
canted and undertook to be loyzl members they could apply for re-

7
admission %o the G.W.U, - {An identical offer had been made in the

1. J.J. Pick's evidence. Fifth day, 31 August 1945, up. 330-331,

333, in "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. ¢it.; Tne CGarment Worker/

Die Klerewerkar, October 1938,

2, "E.S, Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit.: M. Moll's evidence.
Eighth day; 5 September 1945, pp. 585-586; J. Cornelius's evidence.,
Tenth day, 7 September 1945, pp. 874-875, 879, eleventh day, 10
September 1945, p. 894; S. Meyer's evidence, eleventh day, 10
September 1945, pp. 977-978.

4. "E,S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit.: M., Moll's evidence.
Eighth day, 5 September 1945, pp. 584-586; J. Cornelius's evidence.
Tenth day, 7 September 1945, pp. 875, 879, eleventh day, 10 September
1945, p. 893; S. Meyer's evidence. Eleventh day, 10 September 1945,
p. 979, twelfth day, 11 September 1945, pp. 1001-1006; K. Cornelius's
evidence. Twelfth day, 11 September 1945, P. 1040; A. Scheepers's
evidence. Twelfth day, 11 September 1945, pp. 1086-1088. I

is unclear whether the G.W.U, intended to retain the right fo refuse

admission to the Union even if the two women recanted.
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letters notifying the two women of their expulsion) 1.

The action committee held a mass protest meeting in Germiston
on the 3rd March 1944. The Rev. S.P. Van der Walt, a director of =a
Johannesburg clothing factory and an executive member of both the

\

0.2, and the A.B.; was in the chair. The speakers included P.J.

leyer, the "temporary" leader of the Arbeidslaer. The resolutions

passed at the meeting requested the Germistorn manufacturers to cis-

continue the closed shop agreement with the G.W.U., celled for a

white garment workers! trade union, and for a go-slow strike in the
n

Germiston clothing manufacturing indusiry as a means of obiaining

the reinstatement of Moll and Nel in their jobs .

Industrial council zgreements had the force of law and could
not uvnilaterally be varied or revcked by *the maoufactursrs. The
people whe drafted the resolutions either had no knowledge of in-

dustrial law or were merely interested in Ffanring the discontent
among the G.W.U. membership.

- Pevitions which called upon manufacturers not to honour the
‘cloged shop provigion and to refrain from concluding any new

industrial council agreement with the G.W.U., were circulated at

1., J.C. du Plessis'!s evidence., Fourth -day, 30 August 1945, p. 268,

in YE,S. Sachs vs. A.B, du Preez", op. cit.

-3

2. Die Transvaler, 4 March 1944; Die 0.B., 15 March 1944; o the

Controller of Censorship. Report on Nasionale Instituut vir Op-

voeding en Onderwys. Hastings Beck. G.P.0. Cape Town, 29 November

1944. Hofmeyr Collecticn; "E.S. Sachs vs. A.,B. du Preez'", op. cit.:
45 ,l ppe 348—34‘9; I'v'I.
Moll's evidence. Eighth day, 5 September 1345, pp. 588-589.

J.J. Fick's evidence. Pifth day, 31 August 19
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Germiston factories 7. Ihe go-slow gtrike failed fto spread toc all

1

the Germiston factories. The actlon comuitiee’s successor, the

Bre# Kerklike Komitee (B.K.K.), called off the strike on the 15th

~

March 1944 <.

Sachs was absent from the Transvaal between the 26th February

Z
4

1944 and the 19th April 1944 The G.W,U. distributed a number of
panphlets primarily at Germisiton in which it described the people
assisting Moll and Nel asg, inter alia, "Fascists", "O0.B.'s" and
"Hitler aggnts" 4. The G.W.U. held factory meetings at Germiston
and Johannesburg to counter the prppaganda being spread agsainst the
Union's leadership and to dissuade the Germiston membership from

5

supporting the petition .

The G.W.U., convened a sypeclal general meeting at Johanresburg
for the 16th March 1944. The G.W.U. arranged with +the T.C.M.A.
that the Union's members be permitted to leave work carly on the day

of the meeting (without losz of wages). According to the B.K.K.,

l. Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 14 March 1944, G.,W,.U.

Collection; Die Transvaler, 7, 8, 9 March 1944.

2. MNinutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 14 March 1944. G.W.U
Collection; "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez'y op. cite: Ju.Js Fick‘s
evidence., PFifth day, 31 August 1945, pp. 350-351; M. Moll's

evidence, Seventh day, 4 September 1945, p. 509.

3. Judgment of Neser J., op. cit.,, quoted in The Garment Worker/

Die Klerewerker, November/December 1945, p. 11l.

4, Ibid,
5. MNMinutes of G.W.U. Fordsdburg Branch Executive Committee Meeting,
9 Marcn 1544. G.W.U. Collection; Minutes of the G.W.U.G.B.E.C.

Meeting, 14 March 1944. G.W.U. Collection; Forward, 10 March 10944,
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the Germiston manufacturers were subgsequently informed that the

R . ; C s o L .
agreement did not zapply tc the Germiston industry ~. Comsequently,
any Germiston member who wished %o attend the meeting was cbliged

to obtain her employer's permission to leave work early that day =znd

\Y]

[

to forfeit a pro-rats portion of her wage .

The special general mceting was «ttended by approximately four
thousand members, Only a handful of Germisdton members attended the

meeting. Moll and Hel surreptitiously geained admission 1o the

[N
Qs

neeting, presumatly by producing the reguired G.W.U. Medical Aig

Society card. About sixteen Afxrikaner clergymen (who inciuded Pick,
+

y) e )

Boneschans and Bruwer) attempted to atitend the meeting to explain
the Afrikaner churches' stand on the coloured labour issue. The
clergymen were refused admission as they were non-members. The

clergymen were addressed in viiuperative language and

jav]
m
cr

ot

tenp

was made to remove thz Rev, Plenaarts trcusers, Altlhiovgh the meeting

3

was somewhat unruly a motion of confidence in the G.W.U. leadersnip
was overwhelmingliy passed 7,
The action committee was extended to form the B.X.XK. in early

March 1944 in order to be more representative of the Afrikaner

churches. The B.K.K.!'s members were drawn from the Witwatersrand

1. Pamphlet titled " nk Suild Afrika Red Uself", quoted at 23

lan
February 1949, p. 1233, in "G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit,

2. Brink's statement. Sixth day, 3 September 1945, p., 451, in "E.S.

Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit,

3. Minutes of G.W.U. General Meeting, 16 March 1944, G.W,U. Collec~-

tion; Die Transvaler, 17 March 1944; J.Jd. Pick's evidence. Fifth

day, 31 August 1945, p. 341, in "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez",

Oop. cit.
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and comprised two clergymen from esach of the‘thrce Afrikaner
-churches! Synodal Commission for Social Evils, other Afrikaner
clergymen and & nunber of laymen. The lay-members include@ Du
Pisanie (as secretary), J. de Klerk and B, Schoeman. {Schoewmzn was
the chairman of the N.P., on the Witwatersrand) 1. Poneschang, the
deputy chairman, replaced I'ick as cheairman when the latter resigned

from the B,K.K. during the first half of April 13944 .

The B.K.K. consistently denled any political colouring or in-
fluernce and claimed that its stand was based cn the Afrikaner
. s 3 )
churches! support for segregation “. The B.X.X. opposed the employ-
ment of non-whites in operations perfoxmed by the white garment
workers, However, nen-whites could perform such operations within

their own "communities". The B.K.XK. favoured separate factcries

for white and non-white workers 4.

The B.K.K, adopted as a broad objective the reformation of fthe
GeW.U, onn a christian-nationial basis, The B,K.X. stated that it

wanted tc transform the G.W.U., into a white gavmeni workers! trade

N

l. Die Transvaler, 10 March 1944; B. Schoeman, My woewe in die

Politiek, p. 116; "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B, du Preez', opes cit.: J.C.
au Plessis'é evidence; ’Fourth day, 30 August 1945, p. 266, fifthk
day, 31 August 1945, p. 300; J.J. Fick's evidence. Fifth dasy, 31
August 1945, pp. 330-3%1.

De Klerk and Schoeman were later to serve as cabinetmministers
in N.P. governments.
2. J.J. Pick's evidence. PFifth day, 31 August 1945, pp. 338-359,
34%E, in "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit, For the

reasons for Fick's resignation see p. 139 footnote 2.,

3. Die Transvaler, 10 March 1944, 16 March 1944.

4, 1Ibid., 10, 18, 25, 27 March 1944.



unicn free of communict influences lo The B.X.Xe Gisfributed pan-
phlets‘and held a few mass meetings in Germiston during the first
half of 1944 2. The B,K.K; hod no prospect of its sympathisers in
the G.W.U. galining -control of the Germistom branch. H. Cornelius was
in no hurry to hold the branch election and vacancies on the G.b.e.c,

-

were filled by co-optation .

Turing the first half of 1944 the government bowed to pressure
from & B KK, delegation and N.DP. M.P.,'s in parliament and sgreed to
inguire into the Germiston unrest. In late August 1944 W. HMadeley,
the Minister cf TLabour, convened a joint meeting between himself; the
B,K;-u and the_G.W.U. The G.W.U. viewed HMadeley snd the B.K.X. wiih
Gisdalin and boycotted the meeting. At the meeling A, Hertzog, on
behglf of the E,KQK” placed a number of requests relating to the
GW.U. before the Minister., Madeley was requested not to publish_

any new indusirial councll agreement unless the ciosed shop provision

1. Ibid., iO, 16, 27 March 1944; Pamphlet titled "Garmenit Workers!
Your Future Is in Danger! The Circumsiances under Which You Work Are
in Danger! Your Union Is in Danger!", issued by the Joint Chuxrch ‘
Committee. G.W.U. Collection; "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op.
cit.: J.C. du Plessis's evidence. TFifth day, 31 August 1945, ».

300; A.J. Pienesar's evidence. Sixth day, 3 September 1945, »n. 454.

2. Pamphlet titled "Garment Workers! Your Future Is in Danger!
The Circumstances under Which You Work Are in Danger! Your Union
Is in Dangerl!", issued by the Joint Church Committee. G.W.U.

Collection; Die Transvaler, 10, 16, 22, 27 March 1944; J.C, du

Plessis's evidence., Fourth day, 30 August 1945, pp. 285-288, in
"E.S. Sachs vse. A.B. du Preez", cp. cit.

3., Minutes of G.W,U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 12 December 1944, 18 April-
1945, G.W.U, Collection.



was suitably qualified; to inguire intc alleged financial irregu-
laritiess to reinstate Mnll and Hel in iheir jobs and fto provide

' - . 1
government supervision of elections .

The Labour Department had in the past endeavoured to induce
industrial councils 1o include black workers in thelr industrial

. . - 2
council agreements {even if at different wages, 2tc. )

« In early
1945 the G,W.U., was informed that unless black males were included
and the closed chop provision qualified, the Labour Department would
refuse to publish the ﬁew T.C.MA, -~ G W.U. industrial council
agreement. The Labour Neparitment wanted a clause added to the in-
dustrial council agreement which wouid enable the Minister of Labour’
to exempt workers, whom'the G;W.Un had elther expelled cr suspended,
froem the closed shop provisioﬁ 3. Howevér, the induvstrial council

» L

agreement was subsequently published without the industrial cowucil

_ . L 4
having acceded to either demand .

An examination of the B.K.K.!'s membership and the speakers at
its public meetings indicate that the campaign was conducted within

the 'sphere! of the A.B. 5 Lecording to the A.B.'s official

1. Die Transvaler, 26 August 1944, 3 April 194%.

2. See p. 193 footnote 1.

3, Minutes of T. & L. C.N.E.C. Meeting, 6 February 1945, T.U.C.S.A.

Collection.

4, Die Transvaler, 3 April 1945,

5 J.C. du Plecsis's evidence, Fourth day, 30 August 1945, pp.
266, 285-288, in "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit.; To the

Contrcller of Censorship. Revort on Nasionale Instituut vir Op-

voeding en Onderwys. Hastings Beck, &.P.0. Cape Town, 29

November 1944, Hofmeyr Collection.
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history, the A.B, gave mcral and ?inancial suppert 1o the B.K.K.
Comﬁon allegiance to .the A.B, and a shared wish to discredit and
unseaf the G.fSU, leadership cngbled the BOK,K; to functicn with a
divided N.P. and 0.B. membershipa There are signs of intrigue
 between the two groups in the B.K.K,

'

The establishment of the Arbeidslaer in September 194% and the

intrigue Within the B.K.K. contributed to the N.P.'s decision to
establiish the BW.B.B. In hisg political autobiography B. Séhoeman
stated that when he discerned that the B.K.X. would achieve 1little
guccess he decided té launch a2 more potent and widexr organisationb
which would interest itself in the Afrikaner worker generally 3.

The B.W.B.B, was formally established on the 29th June 1944 affer an
abortive attempt on the 20th April 1944 40 There was an overiap
between the B,W.B.B.!'s executive aﬁd the B.E.K. (e.g., the Rev.

v

Pienasr and Du Pisanie). J. de Klerk was appointed secretary of the

' 5
B.W.B.B. 7.

1., A.N. Pelzer, op. cit., p. 152,

2. TFor examplé, Fick stated that he resigned from the B.K.X. as &
cendition of his release from internmenw had been that he refrain
from participation in politics. However, it is possible that the
restriction had already been withdrawn by the time Fick resigned his
'position. J.Jde Fick!s evidence. Ninth day, 6 September 1945, pp.
338~339, in "E.5¢ Sachs vs. A.B. du Presez", op. cit.; Minutes of

T. & 1,.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 16 May 1944, T.U.C.S.A. Collection .
3. B. Schoeman, op. ¢it., p. 116,

4. Die Blanke Werker, November 1946,

5. 1Ibid.; B. Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 116-117; J.J. Odendaal's
evidence, Sixth day, 3 September 1945, p. 397/ﬁ00, in "E,S. Sachs

vs. A.B. du Preez', op. cit.
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Unlike the B.K.X., the B.W.B.B. sought toc enrel rank and file
. . ' 1 .
members from the Afrikaner society generally ~. A number of garment
. - . 2 . o
wocrkers enrolled as members of the B.W.B.B. An ovganiser of the

GGWOU. ‘

2

H, de Wet, joined the B.W.B.B. in an attempt to engage in

i .
undercover activity ’, 1In April 1945 the B,K.K. submerged itself

into the B.W.B.B. 4 By the close of June 194€ the B.W.B.B.'s

membership had reached 2 366 of which 1 308 were professional men,

t

farmers, housewives, pensicners and cthers while the rest were

: | - -
workers employed in seventy-two occupations .

"Approximately three thousand members atiended a G.W,U. generzl
ﬁeeting at Johannesburg on the Tth June 1945 which was called to
consider the propcsed industrial council agreement. ‘A movion was
passed at the meeting with oné dissenting vote (A, Knﬁetze) that
association with or membership of the B.W.R.,B. would result in

expulsion from the ¢.W.U, 6 K

. The G.b.e.c. associated itself with the meeting's motion and

H. de Wet visited most of the Germiston factories to inform the

1, Die Blanke Werker, November 1946,

2, "G.,W.U., Proceedings", op. cit.: S.I. Ernst's evidence, 31
January 1949, p. 825, 1 February 1949, p. 826; B. Van Coller's
evidence, 14 March 1949, p. 1599.

3. H. de Wet's evidence, 9 May 1949, pp. 2172, 2185, in "G.W.U.

Proceedings", op. cit.

4., Die Planke Werker, November 1946,

5. Ibid,

6. Minutes of G.W.U. General Meeting, 7 June 1945, G.W,U. Collec-
tion; A, Knoetze's evidence, 19 January 1949, pp. 464-465, 469,

in "G.,W,U, Proceedings", op. cit.
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.1 o " . .
members of the motionr ~¢ The B.W.E.,B. hslited its enrclment of Z,W.U.

: . . . . - e . 2
members in order to preveat their possibdle Pvictimisation' 7,

The Germiston branch returned to a semblance of normality

during the early months of 1946, Nel was re-admitted as a G.W.7,

-

member after having recanted; and the first branch general election

since the 1944 unrest occurred 35 Tne general meeting at which the
. . e L 4 . e -
election occurred was not well aittended . H. Cornelius defest=d =

former member of the B.W.B.B., S.T. %rnst {a member «f the Germiston

[
branch), for the post of branch secrstary ~.

1. Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 13 Jure 1945, 22 Jume 1945.

" GeW, U, Collection.

2. Die Blanke Werker, November 1946,

3, Minutes of G.W.U,G.B.E.C. Meeting, 5 February 1946, 13 February
1946, 14 March 1946. G.W.U. Collection, '

4. Ibid., 14 March 1946.

5, S.I. Ernst's evidence, 31 January 1949, pp. 807-808, 818-812,

825, in "G.,W.U., Proceedings", op. cit.
b ' e b
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CEAPTER XV

THE 1948 BLANKE WERKERS OF
BESKERMINGSBOND CAMPAIGN

A, The 1948 General Election

The G.W.U., affiliated to thé L.P., came out in support of the

L.P. - U.P. electoral alliance in the May 1948 general election., H.
Cornelius issued a G.W.U. pamnphlet in support ¢f the L.P.'s Germiston
candidate. The N.P.fs candidate in the constituency, Du Pisanie,
replied with a pamphlet addresséd to the Germiston garment workers in
which he denied that he was an cpponent of trade unionism. He was
opposed to the abuse of thevcloéed éhop pfovision ana of large cums

. , J . .
of the G.W.U.'s money being used (inter alia) to pay the parlia-
mentary election cempaign costs of G.W.U. officialsé to further
ecguality between white and non-white; and 4o propagate communism.
He also made reference to the L;P.'s electoral pact with the

teapitalist! U.P. *

X. Meyer, the ochairman of the G.W.U. Germistcon branch, supported
! ¥

the N.P. and attended one of Du Pisanie's slecition campaign meeitings.

The audience, which included numerous garment workers, opted for

‘ ' , . . 2
Meyer when requested to choose the meeting's chairman .

1. Circular issued by J. du Pisanie and addressed to all the garment

workers of Germiston.,. G.W.,U,. Collection,

2, . Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 1 July 1948. G.W.U., Collection.



The N.P.'s narrow victory in the genersl election c¢aused con-
sternation among the G.W.U.'s cadre. J. Corunelius fled to Southern
Rhodesia with her husband, a Jewish *efu ge 1r om Germany. They were
later deported from Rhodesia and J- Cornelius returned to her post

e - - 2 1 . - . . o
cf national organiser ~. Sachs withdrew his resignation as general

-L

secretary after the c.e.c. agreed at. should the N.P. government
take action against him, half his salary would be paid to higs

dependents until the scheduled expiration of his tenure of office in

1950 2,
B. The Campaign
(1)

Tiie campaign is opened

The B.W.B.B.'s executive, which had lcst many of its prominent

.

NoPn.members (e,g., B, Schoeman and Du Pisanie), met only sporadi-
cally during 1948 3‘ The B.W.B.B, had an estimated membership of .
between‘three'and four thousand in late 1948 4‘ The B.W.B.B., had tw
full-time officials, J. Toubser(the organising-~secretary), and a
typiste 5. |

He Cornelius had been elected uncpposed as Germiston branch

’
o

‘1. Die Transvaler, 17 August 1948; The Garment Worker/Die Klere-

werker, July/August 1948; Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 9
November 1948, T.U.C.S.A. Collecticn.

2. Die Transvaler, 17 August 1948; The Garment Worker/Die Klere-

werker, July/August 1948,

3. J. Loubser's evidence, 22 February 1949, pp. 1145, 1156/7, 1165,
in "G,W.,U. Proceedings', op. cit.
4.' Tbid., p. 1175.

5, Ibido, ppc 11A4““114‘50
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secretary in 1947 and 1948 ©, K. Meyer convenecd a 'semi~secret!
reeting at Mollis house in Jdune 1948 after a number of Germiston
members had approached him about removing H. Cornelius from ner

., 2 - ' ' ‘
post « The meeting was attended by lLoubser 5.

A rumour circulated the Germiston factories that K. Meyer would
be expelled from the G.W.U. for chairing Du yisanie“s meeting and
for organising the ‘semi-secret' meeting 4. Despite the holding of
three joint meetings between the c.e.c. and the Gﬁb.e,c..during vhe
first half of July 1948 no conciliation between Meyer on the one

side and the c.e.c. and officials (including H. Cornelius) on the

%, 4 5 )
other was achieved . !

The G.bee.Cc. resolved at the final joint meeting on the 17th
July 1948 to retain H. Cormelius's services and not to press for the

removal of non-whites from the industry. The G.b.e.c. also decided

1. Minutes of Germiston Branch General Meeting, 22 March 1947.
G.W.U. Collection; XK. Meyer's evidence, 26 January 1949, p. 785, in

"G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.

2. Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 1 July 1948. G.W. U, Collection;
Minutes c¢f the Combined Meeting of the C.E.C. and Executive Committee
of the Germistor Branch in Germiston, 17 July 1948. G.W.U. Collection; -

"G.W.U. Proceedings", 6p, cit.: J. Loubser's evidence, 22 February
1949, pp. 1146-1147; D. Hartwell's evidence, 18 May 1949, p. 2345,
3., "G.W.U, Proceedings', op. cit.: K. Meyer's evidence, 1 February
1949, p. 841; J. Loubser's evidence, 22 February 1949, p. 1146

4., Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 1 July 1948, G.W.U. Collect-
ion; X. Meyer's evidence, 26 January 1949, pp. 785-786, in "G.W.G.
Proceedings™, op. cit.

5. K. Meyeris evidence, 26 January 1949, pp. 793-795, in "G.W.U.
Proceedings", op. cit,

N
N
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that the Germiston branch wosuld not paerticipate in politics

In 1946 G.H. Van der Walt, who was about twenty-three years of

2

age, began work in a Johanneshurg clothing factory . He held
s s 3 - et - . :
leftist views “. He served on the c.e.c. during 1947 and in Februvary

1948 was eliected vice-president of the G.W.U. & By mid=1948 Van

>

der Walt ..ad become sececretary of the Van Brandis branch of the L.P.

However, unknown %o his contemporary assoclates, Van der Walt
had previously been convicted (inter alia) of theft and asssult with

intert to murder. He had alsc heen detained on several cccasions for

X . 6 . .
observation in mental asylums . His lack of a formal education was
. o . . 7
somewhat offset by his natural asbility and intelligence .
A

Van der Walt's relaficus with the G.W.U. cadre began to sour for

l. Minutes of the Combined Meeting of the C.E.C. and Executive
Committee of the Germiston Branch in Germiston, 17 July 1948. G.W,U,
Collection. On the cuestion of the removal of non-whites from

the industry see p. 147.

2. Report of the G.W.U., Commission of Tnquiry, pars. 123, 127, U.G.
16 1950, '

3, Ibid., pars. 129-130; Hansard, Assembly Debates, vol. 65, 20

September 1948, col. 2804,

4, TQteport of the G.W.U. Commission of Enguiry, par. 127. U.G. 16

1950,

5. G.H. Van der Walt's evidence, 23 November 1948, p. 138, in

"G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.

6. Ibid., 22 Wovember 1948, pp. 108-119, 24 November 1948, pp. 256-
257,

7. Ibid., 24 November 1948, p. 200; Report of the G.W,U. Commission

of Enquiry, par. 126, U.G. 16 1950.
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~ . / in I L .
unknown reasons in March/April 1948 ™. In June 1946 the c.e.c,

A\

turned dowa Van der Walt's application For the post of national

. . . . . 2
orpganiser, in part, ¢n account of his fondness for the female sex .

Or his applicotion being rejected, Ven der Walt covertly joined

forces with Loubser while overtly continuing as a loyal leftist

. 2
member of the G,W.U. leadership “. Van der Walt, who had been

unemployed for scme time, received a wage from the B.W.B.B. 4
Loubser and Van der Walt surreptitiously commenced a campaign in
[

: . . . - . v . .
Johannesburg against the G.W.U. leadership ~. A numbsr of sympatheiic

garment workers were brought into the fray %o assist them .

(II) The special general meeting

In 1946 whites constitutea 54 percent, coloureds and asiatics

22,1 percent and blacks almost 24 percent of the Witwatersrand

]

{

clothing manufacturing industry's work-force ', The establishment

of the number twoc branch of the G.W.U., remained & cententious issus

1. G.H, Van der Walt's evidence, 2% November 1948, p. 146, in
"G.W.U., Proceedings", op. cit.
. Report of the G.W.U. Commission of Enquiry, pars. 133-13%4.

2
- U.G. 16 1950,

3, - Ibid., pars. 129, 132,

4, J. Loubser's evidence, 22 February 1949, pp. 1151-1153, in

"G,W,U. Proceedings", op. cit.
5. Ibid., pp. 1153, 1178.

6., "G.W,U. Proceedings", op. cit.: P.C., Moolman's evidence, 21
January 1949, pp. 546, 656, 661-663, 24 January 1949, pp. 690-691;
H. de Wet'!s evidence, 5 May 1949, pp. 2171-2172.

7. See table 3 p., 11,
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. \ .
among the {white) members ™.

The audience enthusiastically supported a member (Jirs. Delparj)
at a Johannesburg general mee*ting in ﬁid»July 1948-WE0 expieSsed the
view that the coloured and black workers should he removed from thé
industry. Délport added that G.W.U, officials had earlier assured
them that the coloufed workers would be employed ornly for ﬁhéfdﬁra;
tion of the war., Sachs reminded the audience that ii{ was in theor
economic interests to support the non-white workers in the industry.
He emphasized that he was not prepared  to engage in Ter—ikgolie
{[@.e., racisﬁ] politics" and called for a vote of eonfidenée in his
1eadership. The approximately three thousand strong audience cver-
whielmingly passed a motion of full confidence in the Sachs adﬁinis—-

rid

3 2 . . 7 . )
tration ~. Van der Walt supported Sachg in the coufidence motion ~.

¥

A, Knoetze was an ardent opponent of the G.W.U, leadership who -

. A
. N . =+
had made her views known at general meetings since 1944 ~. She was

B3

1. "@G.W.U. Proceedings"; op. cit.: D. Vosloo's evidence, 21 January

5
1949, p. 6%2; S.I. Ernst's evidence, 31 January'19495 p. 312,

2. Minutes of G.W.U. General Meeting, 15 July 1948, G.W.U. Collec-
tion; "G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.: D. Vosloo's evidence, ZO
January 1949, pp. 533-5%6, 21 January 1949, pp. 624-625; P.C. Mool-

man's efidencg, 21 January 1949, pp. 653-654,

3. Report of the G.W.U. Commission of Enquiry, par. 132. U.G. 16
1950.

4. Minuteg of G.W.U. General Meeting, 13 July 1944, 7 June 1945, 9

July 1946, 17 February 1948 (Minute in the form of a'statéﬁent).

G.W.U., Collection; Report of the G.W.U. Commission of Fnauiry, par.

84. U.G. 16 1950.
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summoned before the c.e.c. for causing a distuibance at the mid-July

. 1 . , ; s
1948 general meeting « A previous charge against her, a dubious

I3

allegation that she had defared Sachs, was revived 2. The Ce€sCe
convicted her on both charges and expelled her from the G.W,U, E
It is unclear why the G.W.U. leadership decided to expel Knoetze.
The two charges against her undoubtedly congtituted a pretext. to

remove her from the Unrion.

v

In late July 1948 the G.W.U. leadership stumbled across a path
which led to Van der Walt being unmasked zs an intriguer against
4

them ', The c.e.c. duly chafged Van der Walt with engaging in

N . [ A . .,'. . .
'disruptive! (sic) activity and set a date for his disciplinary

)

hearing ~.

Loubser and Van der Wali journsyed to Cape Town at the expeuse
of the B.W.B.B. They held a discussgion with Du Pisanie who was in
Cape Town atfending the rarliamentary session. The two also visited
the offices of the G.W.U.C.P, 2s Van der Walt wished to obtain an

"anti-Sachs pamphlet distributed by the Western Cape itrade union on
pamp .

l. Revort of %the G.W.U. Commission of Enouir ars. 89, 92. U.G.
i , s 9

16 1950.

-2, Ibid., pars. 90-91, 110; E.S. Sachs to Freedman, 26 February
1948. G.W.U., Collection; Windram, Wainstain, Freedman and Co. to
E.S. Sachs, 11 March 1948. G.W.U. Collecticn; E.S. Sachs to Windram,

Wainstein, Freedman and Co., 8 April 1948. G.W.U. Collection.

3. Report of the G.W.U, Commission of Enquiry, vars, 92, 112, U.G.
JY 5 ’

16 1950,

4, "G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.: A. Maisels's statement, 23
November 1948, pp. 184-185; G.H, Ven der Wali's evidence, 23 Novem-
ber 1948, pp. 185-187.

5. Report of the G.W.U. Commission of Enquiry, par. 137. U.G. 16
1950.
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the Witwatersrand in late 1945 1,

Once the G.W.U. had initiated proceedings sgainst him, Van der
Walt came out openly against the Sachs administration. However, ﬁe
denied that he had any connection with the B.¥.B.B. He accused
Sachs of being dictztorisl and stated that while he did not favour
the removal of non-white workers from fhe industry, he believed that
whites and non-whites should be organised into separate trade uhions.
He would use a consiitutional provision to obtain a special>general
méeting at which a motion of no confidence in the Sachs leadership

]

Z
would be moved .,

Separate regquisitions were ciiculated in JGhannesburg ana
Germiston. The requisitiors called for a special general meeting
within fourteen days of their mutual date, the 9th August 1948. It
is unclear when the requisitions were handed to the G.W.U. The
Johannesburg and Germiston requisitiors held thirty and seventy

signatures respectively 3.

A day or two PRIOR to Van der Walt's scheduled discipiinary
hearing on the 1l4th August 1948 the G.W.U. distributed a panmrhlet in
which it promised to convene a special general meeting 1o consider

a confidence motion in the Union's ieadership. The membership was

1. J. Loubser's evidence, 22 February 1949, pp. 1154-1156/7, 1194~

1198, in "G,W.U. Proceedings", op. cit. ' ’
2. Die Transvaler, 7; 16, 30 August 1948; G.W,.U. pamphlet, 12

August 1948, G.W.U, Ccllection,

3. A. Maisels's statement, 24 November 1948, pp. 218-219, 221-222,

in "G.W.U. Procesdings", op. cit.



reminded that association "with people or organisations which have
for their aim the disrupiion of the G.W.U." was prohibited. Van
der Welt was to the G.W.U.'s "certain kiowledge working hand in

glove with the B.W.B.B.! l.

o)

Ven der Walt gttended his disciplinary hearing “." He was duly
convicted of engaging in dilsruptive activity and expelled from the

7
G’ov{oUo 7

By September 194€ the G.W.U. had announced that a penally general
- meeting would be held at Johanpeeburg,on the 16th September 1948 to
hear reports on the arbitration (for the ﬁew industrial council
agreement) and the expulsion of disrupiers, and to consider a motion

of confidence in the Unionls leadership 4.

The Van der Walt group distributed pamphlets and held nuvmerous

meetings and factory meetings at Germiston, Johannesburg and in the

5

suburbs “. The speakers at the meetings included Van der Walt,

4

1. @.W,U, pamphlet, 12 August 1648, G.W,U. Collection,

2e . Maisels's statement, 23 November 1948, p. 184, in "G.W.U.
Proceedings", op. cit,.
3, Report of the G.W,U. Commission of Fnquiry, par. 140.  U.G. 16

1950.

4., GW,U, circular advertising the 16 September 1648 meeting, signed

by A. Scheepers and E.S.'Sachs, G.W,U., Collection,

5. Circular signed by G.H. Van der Walt and A. Knoetze. G.W.U.

Collection; Die Transvaler, 3, 10, 11 September 1948; M"G.W,T.

Proceedings", ops. cit.: A, Ynoetze's evidence, 19 Januvary 1949, p.
453; J. Loubser's evidence, 22 Februvary 1949, pp. 1156/7-1159; 4.
Scheepers's evidence, 10 May 1949, p. 2277; G.H. Van der Walt's
evidence, 24 November 1948, pp. 223-224,
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Kroetze and Nagel (of the South African Iroa and Steel Trades
e 1 - ) A il e s - P
A55001at10n) « While Loubser provided much organisational assistance,
(i ] - 2 2 > T " L] 3 sk
he did not address any meetings . o Meyer addressed Vun der Walt

group meetings in Germiston. The Germiston members were urged to

attend the genersl meeting

The G,W.U. leadership viewed the efforts to mobilise fhe Germig-
ton membership with increasing alerm. In a G.W.U, circular dated the
13th September 1948 the Germiston membership was cautioned against
leaving work early to attend the general meeting as no arrangements
had.been made with the Germiston manufacturers. The members were
warned that a worker who left werk early withdut her employer's
permission Taced severe penaities including summery dismissal from
her job. The circular added that according to the constitution every.

branch managed its own affairs, and that the hall could not accommo--

date all the Witwatersrand members 4.

When his attention was drawn to the circular K. Meyer separately

approached Scheepers and H. Cornelius in an unsuccessful attempt %o

1. Die Transvaler, 3, 10, 11 September 1948; A. Hepple, op. cit.,

p. 56; "G.,W.,U, Prcceedings", op. cit.: G.H., Van der Walt'!s evidence,
24 November 1948, pp. 223-224; A. Knoetze's evidence, 19 January
1949, pp. 448-450, 453; K, HMeyer's evidence, 2 February 1949, pp.
848-849, There is no evidence that Kncetze was.assoclated with

Van der Walt prior to her eipulsion,

2. J. Loubser's evidence, 22 February 1943, pp. 1156/7—1159, 1178,

in "G.W.U, Proceedings", op. cit.

3. Die Trénsvaier, 3 September 1948, 11 September 1948; M. Begg's

evidence, 2 March 1949, p. 1402, in "G.W.U. Prcceedings", op. cit.

4., Circuler addressed to the garment workers of Germiston, 13 Sep-

tember 1948, signed by A. Scheepers and E.S. Sachs. G.W.U. Cocllection.
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obtain permission to hold a Germiston Yranch geneval meeting on the

- \ 1 . .
15th September 1948 ~, K, Meyer went ashead and convened a general

(6]

meeting for the 15th September 1948. H. Cornelius issued a pamphlet
in which she explained that the meeting had not been called by the

2

G.W.U.

A few hundred members attended the Germisiton general meeting
organised by K. Meyer. The meeting passed a motion of no confidence

in Sachs, Scheepers and H. Cerneliug, It was also decided that %he
. . e ) . 3

rermiston members would attend tlie Johanneshburg meeting ~.
The Johanneshurg general meeting was scheduled to begin ai &

4

PN, Only approximately two hundred Germiston members czught a

special ‘train organised by Loubser which enabled them - at least some

of whom were able to complete a full day's work - to make the

T

. . 5 :
Johannesburg meeting mors or less on time ~. However, when the

Germiston contingent arrived at the meeting at about 5.20 P M. they

l. "G.W.,U, Proceedings", op. cit.: XK. Meyer's evidence, 25 January
1949, p. 757; J. Toubser's evidence, 22 February 1949, p. 1159; A.
Scheepers's evidence, 11 May 1949, p. 2289. '
2. "G.W,U. Proceedings", op. cit.: K. Meyer's evidence, 25 January
1949, pp. 757-758; ©S.C. Snyman van Hecrden's evidence, 2 February

1949, B. 861.

3, Die Transvaler, 16 September 1948; "G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.:

5.C. Snyman van Heerden's evidence, 2 Februvary 1949, p. 861l; I.C.
Scheepers's evidence, 16 ¥ebruary 1949, p. 1108; J. Loubser's evi-
dence, 22 February 1948, p. 1160; H, de Wet's evidsnce, 9 May 1949,

pp. 2208-2211.

4. Report of the C.W.U. Commission of Enguiry, par. 183. U.G. 16 1950.

5. Ibid,, pars. 183, 391; "G.W.U., Proceedings", op. cit.: A,
Maisels's statement, 23 November 1948, p. 145; X, Meyer's evidence,
25 January 1949, p. 759; J. Loubser's evidence, 22 February 1949, Dp.

- 1200-1201; M., Begg's evidence, 2 March 1949, p. 140%; A4, Scheepers's
evidence, 10 May 12949, p. 2280.
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- -~ ] . ' . 3 l
found the doors closed and were refused admission ~,

Nagel, Loubser and J.C.B. Schoeman (the acting chief of the
R.D.B.) were among the crowd of bystanders which had gathered out~
gide the hall 2, Van der Walt addressed the crowd in a‘provocative

3 4

manner ~, The crowd pushed against the doors .

The arbitration averd was like the curate's egg 5. The motion

of confidence was the first matter on the agenda to be considered by
the meeting which was attended by appreximately three Thousand

6 . .
members ~. Approximately seventy-three members voted in favour of a

-

motion of no-confidence in the Sachs leadexrshin ‘.
&

1. Report of the G.W.U, Commission of Fnguiry, pars. 183, 395. U.G.
16 13950,

2. "G.W.U, Proceedings", op. cit.: G.H. Van der.Walt's ewidénce, 24
November‘1948, P 213; - A, Knoetze's cvidence, 19 January 1949, pp.
448-449; J.C.B. Schoeman's evidence, 23 February 1949, pp. 1252-
1253, 24 February 1949, p. 131i5. |

3. Report of the G.W.U. Commigssion of Enquivry, pars. 398-3299, U.G.,
16 1950,

4. Ibid., par. 395.

5. The arbiirators had granted a forty nour work-week but had Jde-

clired to grant an increase in wages or to give the green light for

the establishment of a provident fund for the workers. The Garment

Worker/Die Klerewerker, July/August 1948.

6. Minutes of G.W.U. General Meeting, 16 September 1948. G.W.U..
Collection; Report of the G.W.U. Commission of Enguiry, par. 401.

U.G'. 16 19500

T M. Hart's statement, 2 March 1949, p. 1402, in "G.W.U. Proceced-

ings", op. cit.
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The general clamour outside the héll caused by the struggle to
gain entry to the meeting resulied in ﬁumerous nembers of the
aulience becoming hysterical 1, After the confidence vote Scheepers
prematurely ciosed the meeting 2. The doors were opened énd limited
clashes occurred between the opposing groups 3. Nagel and X. Meyer,

among others, subsequently addressed a crowd cutside the hall 4¢

C. . The Germiston Branch and the Garment

Workers! Union Coamission of Enguiry

The following day at lunchtime X, Meyer led approximately one
thousand members to the Germiston tranch officé o demend a branch
~ general meeting. The branch staff initially refused to open their
office door but H., Correlius eventually sgreed 4o draw up a2 requisi-

tion for a branch general meeting .

The coe.ce at a lunchtime meeting that day resolved tc dissolve
the G.b.e.c. and despatched J. Breytenbach to deliver the dissoluticn
letter to K. Meyer. Breytenbach returned to Johannesburg with the

s s . . . . ) 6
requisition which held approximately ninety-five signatures .

No branch general meeting was ever organised by the c.e.c. in

1. Report of the G.W.U. Commission of Enquiry, pars. 395~396. V.G,

16 1950.

20 Ibid., paI‘S. 4'01"4'02-
3. 1Ibid., pars. 401-407.

4, X. Meyer's evidence, 2 February 1949, p. 848, in "G.W.U. Pro-
ceedings", op. cive

5. Ibid,, 25 January 1949, pp. 762-763%.

6. Report of the G.W.U, Commission of Enquiry, pars. 210-211, U.G.

16 1950; "G.W.U, Precceedings", ope. cit.: K. Meyer's evidence, 25
January 1949, p. 763; J. Breytenbach's evidence, 28 March 1949,
pe 1904,
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regponse tc the reguisition 1, An‘unufficia. braaéh general meeting
was hélé orn the 22nd September 1948. X. Meyer emphasised at the

meeting that the Germisiton members would not hive off from the G.W,TU,
4 motici: was péssed thanking B. Schoeman {(now iinister of Labour) for
the appqintment of o commission of enquiry into the G.W.U. (discussed
below). The meeting elected a branch chairman (K. Meyer), secretary

. . 2
and executive committee ~.

lAlthough requested by hoth Van der Wglt and the G.W,U. the police
authorities had declined to provide police protection for the 16%h
September 1948 meeting 3. Scheepers wired the Minister of Justice
after the meeting. She reguested hin to ingtitute a public enguiry
(inter alia) into why the Johannesburg police had refused to provide

police protectiion for the meeting and why a special train had been

placed at the disposal of the Germiston membership 4.

While the Minister of Justice declined to take any steps in the
matter, Bs Schoeman announced the appointment of‘a commigsion of
enguiry. The commission was o inguire into the disturbance at the
meeting, the circumstances which gave rise to the disturbance, and
the zdministration and affairs of the G.W.U. (in particular, the
suspension and expulsion of members and the administration of the

' Union's funds) 5.

l. K. leyer's evidence, 25 January 1949, p. 763, in "G.,W.U. Pro-

cesedings", op., cit.

2, Die Transvaler, 23 September 1948.-

3, M. Zimmerman's statement, 17 March 1949, p, 1688, in "G.W.U.

Procecdings", op. cit.

4., The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, January/February 1949.

5. Report of the G.W.U. Commission of Bnguiry, p. 1. U.G. 16 195C.
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During the parlisnentary debate in which he announced the
-appointment of the commissgion, B. Schoeman recalled a 1948 genergl
election canvassing visit to Van der Walt's home., Schoenman des-~
cribed Van der Walt.as "not only .. extreﬁely left labour but more
. communistically ineclined than Sachs" le In an interview with Die
Transvaler Van der Walt explained that as & loyeal membexr of thg NP
- he had been obliged.tc defend ithe ultra-~left group in the Party.

He had never shared such views and his sympathy now lay with the
N.P. 2

.

The G.W.U. engaged in a preliminary legal skirmish and Van der

Walt, during the latter half of November 1948, was the first witness

N

10 give evidencs relevant to the commissionts terms of reference
The G W.U.'s counsel, A, Maisels, immediately expozed the former
. L b oo .

vice president's criminal and mentally unstable past . Van der

Walt was duly eased out of the anti-G.W.U. leadership struggle.

1. Hansard Assembly Debates, vol. 65, 20 September 1948, col. 2804.

2. Die Transvaler, 22 September 1948,

3« Report of the G.W.U, Commission of Enquiry, pars. 18-20, U.G.
16 1950,

+

4, G.H. Van.der Walt's evidence, 22 November 1948, pp. 108-119, in

"G,W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.
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CHAPTER XVI

UNDER A DNATIONAL PARTY GOVERNMENT

A, : The Struggie Continues

The G.W.U. suffered harassment during 1949. The G.W.U. Commission
of Enquiry continued its ihvestigations into the administration and
affairs of the G.W.U. The N.P, government refused to issue passports
to and withdrew passports frbm a number of G.W.U, leaders (white and-
coloured) 1. The government also declined $o publish the industriél
council agreement (which embodied the September 1948 arbitration
aWard). The authorities objected,in part, to the closed shop pro-

2
vislon in the industrial council agreement .

The T.C.M.A." s members adhered to the provisions of the un-
published industrial councili agreement. An industrisl council agree-
ment was published in early 1950 3. Although the published agreement

contained no closed shop provision, the T.C.M.A.'s members apparently

continued to deduct G.¥.U. dues from all the eligible workers., A

1. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, May/June 1949, July/August
1949, September/October 1949; Minutes of G.W.U. Shop Stewards
Meeting, 4 June 1949. G.W.U. Collection,

2. Re Publication of Industrial Agreement. EX Parte G.W.U.
Opinion by S, Kentridge, 10 February 1950. G.,W.U. Collection; E.S.

Sachs to Secretary for Labour, 10 May 1949, G.W.U. Collection.

%. Minutes of Special Meeting of G.W.U.C.E.C., 21 February 1950,

G.W.U, Colliection,.



~qualified closed shop provision was m»egtored to the industrial
council agreement in 1951, In terms of the new closed shop provision
a .W, U, member who resigned or was expelled from the Union could

. . : 1
continue in her employment ~.

Separate action committees; which were opposed to the G.W.U,
lecadership, were established in Johannesburg snd Germiston in late
2 ; . .. . N
1948 ~. The action committees consisted of membexrs and expelled

3

members (i.e., Knoetze and Van der Walt) of the G.W.U,

ThevGermiston zction coomittee was under the chairmanship of
K. Meyer and possibly comprised the unofficial G.b.e.c. which had
been elected at the 22nd September 1948 meeting 4. The Germiston
action committee was more active than its Johannesburg counterpart
during 1949 ? The G.W.T. resoriecd to a mixture of financial bribery )
and a threat to expose his family as !play whites! ~ i.e., coloureds
- masquerading as whites - in a largely aboriive attempt to induce

Meyer to hal®t his opposition activity ﬁ

‘l., Mianutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 13 August 1951. G.W,U. Collection.

2. "G.W.U, Proceedings", op. cit.: D, Vosloo's evidence, 21 January
1949, p. 587; ©S.E. Suyman van Heerden's evidence, 2 February 1949,

. 871-872; K. Meyer's evidence, 2 February 1949, p. 848.
PP ’ ’

3.  "G.W.U., Proceedings". op. cit.: A, Knocize's evidence, 19 Janu-
ary, 1949, p. 429; D. Vosloo's evidence, 21 January 1949, p. 583;
P.C. Mcolman's evidence, 24 January 1949, vp. 707-708; S.I. Ernst's
evidence, 31 January 1949, pp. 824-825.

4, OCircular issued by the Action Committee, 29 August 194G, signed
by K. Meyer, W, Ven der Nest and C. Spies. G.W.U. Collection,

5; Ibid.; Minutes of G.W.U. Germis*ton Branch General Meeting, 30
August 1949, G.W.U, Collection.

6. Report of the G.W.U. Commission of Enquiry, pars. 289-293, 297-
308. U.G. 16 1950.
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By the close of 1949 the Jchannesburg action coumittee had

WY

ceased to functioﬁ. Howéver, it wouid appear that the Vigilance
Cormittee which emerged with the new year was the liueal descendant
of the Germiétbn action commitiee. The G.W.U. leadership reluctantly
accepted the presence of an 0ppositionvgroup in the Union and on
occagion during 1950 allowed represeﬁtatives of the Vigilance

Committeec (who were often shop stewards) to address shop stewards

meetings l.

The G.W,U. leadership moved to restrict the ability of <he
opposition members to oppose the Union's'adminisﬁration‘ The G.W.U,
convened a general come special general meeting at Johannesburg for
the 18th February 1950. Sachs's terms of office was due to expire
and a general secretary was to be elected at the general meeting.

The special general meeting would consider three propossd constiitu-

‘special meetings be limited tc members either resident or employed
in the city, that the minimum support for a requisiiioncd general meeting
be increased from itwenty members to a gquarter of the membership. and

that a national congress coaprising delegates from 21l the G, W.U.'s

b

' . . . 2
branches be empowered to amend the constitution) ©,

Loubser (now crganising-secretary of Die ¥Ko-ordinerende Raad van

1. Minutes of G.W.U. Shop Stewards Meeting, 11 Tebruary 1950, 19
August 1950, 2% September 1950. G.W.U., Collection,

2; E.S. Sachs to Registrar of Trade Unions, > January 1950. G.W.U,
Collection; Minutes of G.W.U., Shop Stewards ieeting, 11 February
1950. G.W.U. Collection. The constitutional amendments have

been discussed in part at pp. 33-34,
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Suid Afrilraanse Vakvereuigings) was closely associlated with the

. .y 1 :
Vigilance Committe » Xnoetze may have been employed as an organiser

of Die Kc-ordinerende Raad van Suid Afriksanse Vakverenisings.

Loubser denied a rumour_that he would oppose Sachs fqr the posz
of general secretary. He stated that the election was by a hand vote
and tﬁat the hall which conld only accommodate a bortion of the
memBership w;s "packed" at election meetings with G.W.U. leadership

- supporters. Consequenily, the "anti-communist" opposition weuld not

contest the election 2.

A week before the 18th February 1950 meeting two representatives

of the Vigilance Committee mddressed a shop stewards mesting and

submitted a petition sigﬁed by approximately fifty members. The
petition requested that the general secretary and president be elected
by a ballot of all the (white) members. The twévrepresentatives were
informed that the constitution made provision only for elections at

3

general meetings “.

Loubser and Kncetze addressed members in Germiston and ufged
them to arrive outside the hall well beforé the meeting's scheduled
commencement time {the 18th February 1950 was a Saturday) 4. Loubser
and Knoetze arrived at the hall well before the meeting was scheduled

to begin. Knoetze addressed their supporters and instructed them o

l. Die Transvalier, 15 February 1950,

2. Ibid.; Die Vadeflénd, 15 Pebruary 1550,

3. Minutes of G.W.U. Shop Stewards Meeting, 11 February 1950. G.W.U.
Collection; Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 13 February 1950.
G.W.U, Ccllection.

4., Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 13, 20, 27 February 1950. G.W.U.

Collection.
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support a motion that the general seeretary be elected by a ballot

W mm . 1 s . ; .
of all the (white) members ~. It is uncertain why this initigtive
was pursued in the light of the answer received by the two i1epresen~

tatives of the Vigiliance Committee, -

Approximately two thousand members attended the meeting. The
motion that the general secretary be elected by a ballot of all *he
(white) members was proposed by a representative of the Vigilance
Cormittee, a Mrs. De Swardt (Moll’a sister), Sachs parrie& the
mdtiong He acknowledged that itlwas a reasonaghle demand. However,
he,pointed out that 1t required a constituiional amendment and

pronised to bring it before the proposed national congress 2.

As Sachs was the only candidate for the post the election took
n the form of a moticn of confidence in his admiristration.
Approximately fifteen members opposed Sachs's re~election as gencral
secretary. The three coustitutional amendments were unaniﬁously
approved by the meeting 3. After the meeting clashes occurred

between Sachs's supporters and opponents 4,

The industrial registrar refused to register the amendment whkich

l. Die Vaderland, 18 February 1550

2, Die Transvaler, 20 February 1950; Die Vaderland, 20 February
'1950; W. de Swardt's evidence, 14 March 1949, pp. 1562-1583, in

"G,W.U. Proceedings'", op. cit.

3. Die Transvaler, 20 February 195C; Die Vaderland, 20 Fsbrvary

1950; The Garment Worksr/Die Klerewerker, March/hpril 1950; Minutes

of G.W.U.C.E.C, Meeting, 20 February 1950. G.W.U. Collection.

4, ’DievTransvaier, 20 February 19%50; Die-Véderléhd. 20 February

19503 The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerk e¢, March/April 1950.
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sought to limit attendance &t Johannesburg general/special meetings

to members either resident or employed in the city 1, The G W.U.

Rle

eventunlly obtained the registration of an amendment which increased
the minimum support for a requisitioned general meeiing to a thousand

mewbers ~, The national ccngress smendiment has been discussed

elsewhere 3.

B. The Suppression of Communism Ac%t

During mid-1950 the G.W.U, léadership strenuously opposed the
introduction of the Suppression of Communism Act 4. K. Meyer and
another garment worker, on the other hand, organised s meeting in a
Germiston park which adoPEed a motion of full confidence in the

Minister of Justice 5.

Sachs had successfully resorted 1o judicial procecdure to regain
. . e s s . 6
his pessport which the administration had earlier wishdrawn .
Sachs spent three months in BEurope during which time he attended the

British Commonwealth Conference of Trade Unioris as an elected T. & L.C.

l. Secretary of Latour to E.S, Sachs, 17 February 1950. G.W.U,

Collection.

2, Minutes ¢f G.W..C.E.C. Meeting, 8 October 1951. G.W.U. Collection.
3. See ppe. 3%-34.

4, Minutes of C.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 15 May 1950, 5, 12, 19 June.l950.
G;W.Uo Collection. , .

5. Ibide. 19 June 1950,

6. Judgment of Watermeyer C.J., delivered 14 March 1950, E.3. Sachs

vs. Donges, No., A.D., South African Law Reports, 1950, vol. 2; p. 265,
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delegate, gave a number of interviews, and wrote several articles

s ' 1
for British newspapers .

In mid-July 1950 the c.e.cs discussed Sachsfe position in the
GW.U. J. Cornelius, the acting gemeral secretary, argued that it
was futile to ask Sachs to return to South Africa as the N.P.

government would prevent him in some way from continuing his G.W.U.

duties. However, the c.e.c. reaffirwed an earlier decision that
Sachs was to return in August 1950 to assist ther with the arbitra-

. . . . 2
tlon for a new industrisl council agrecment ~.
, _ ,

Shortly after his return to South Africa in early September

1950 Sachs was threatened with "listing" under the Suppression of

5
J

. The colourszd organiser of the number fwe branch,

4

H. du Preez, was also threatened with "listing" under tiie Act 7.

" Communism Act

The govermment, however, halted its general activity under the Act
until the Act could be strengthened and loopholes closed. For
example, there was some doubt as to the retrospective character of

the Act 2.

Renewed efforts were made +to mobllize the membership zgainst

1, Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 2 May 1950, G.W.U, Collection;

The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, September/October 1950,

2. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 17 July 1950. G.W.U. Collection.

3, Ibid., 11 September 1950; The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker,

September/October 1950, November/December 1950.

4, Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C, Meeting, 18 September 1950, 25 September
1950, G.W.,U. Collection.
5; Judgment of De Villiers J.P., delivered 17 November 1950, Kahn

vs. Louw, No. and Another, C.P.D., South African Law Reporis, 1951,

vol. .2, p. 194.



; N N
the G.W,U. leadership ~. Garment workers were invited to attend a

meeting in Germiston in early Sepiember 1950. - According to the G.W.U.
the meeting was addressed by Du Iisauie, S. Botha (oFf the NnR.T‘),
and F. de Wet (of the M.W.U.). The prospective general secretary of

. . 2
the G.W.U., a Mr, G,L.H. van Niekerk, was introduced to the meeting °.
Van Niekerk, it will be recalled; was the assistant-secretary of the

3

A.B.'s executive committee ~.

An action committee was apparently estsblished by Van Fiekerk

in-April 1950. Van Niekerk became secretary of the action committee 4.

A ¢W,U, general meeting was convened gt Johannesburg for the
19th March 1951. A president, vice-president and c.e.c, were o be
elected for a three year term of office at the general meeting., A

Tirm of auditors was hired to supervise the election 5.

The action committee compléined in a press release that the
early scheduled commencementu time cf the general meeting prevented
the Germiston, Benoni and Kempton Park members from perticipating in
the electicn. The action committee added that although it had de~

I

clined to nominate any candidates, a nuuber of garment workers who

supported the action committee were contesting the election in an

1. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 25 Septemver 1950, G.W.U.

Collection.

2. Ibid., 11 September 1950.

3 A;N. Pelzer, op. cit., p.1154.

4, TFor the action committee see p. 89.

5. The Garment Worker/Die KiereWerkér, March/April 1951,

The three yezr pericd had to be approved by fthe general meeting.

See p. 41.



funofficial capacity’. It urged all>the members who supported

the acticn committee to attend the general meeting l. Sachs replied_
in a press statement that the meeting's agenda had been =0 arranged
that even if the Germiston members arrived a 1ittle late, they would

be able to participate in the election 2,

Although Scheepers and M. Begg were not opposed for the positions of
‘president  and vice-~president respectively, the nomination of an un-
' usually large number of candidates (fifty-one) for the twenty seats
on the c.e.c. suggest an organicsd take-over attempt by the action
committee 3. Much to the G.W,U, leadership's chagrin, the auditcrs
permitted Van Niekerk and Kroetze to observe the ballot papers belng
counted 4. Despite all these efforts the elected c.e.c. remained

firmly in the Sachs camp 5,

1. Die Vaderland, 16 March 1951,

2. Press Statement by E.S. Sachs, 27 March 1951. G,W.U. Collection;
Reply to Die Transvaler by E.S. Sachs, 12 March 1951. G.W.U.

Collection.

3, The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, March/April 1951,

4, Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 27 March 1950, G.W,U. Collection.

5 Ibid.
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CHAPTER XVII

E. 8. SACHS TFALLS VICTIM TO THE
SUPPRESSION OF COMMUNISM ACT

Mid-1952 found South Africa in a tense politicai climate. Be-
sides non-white unrest and agitation, the government's attempt to
violate the constitution in an endeavour to remove the Cape coloured
from the common voters rdll caused tension in the white community. A
United Front comprising the L.P., U.P. and the Torch Commando sought
to build up a momentum which would sweep the N.P, government out of
office at the forthcoming genexral election, Marches of the Torch

Commando; and unruly meetings were the order c¢f the day l.

The Suppression of Communism Act as amended in l95i was used by
the W.P. goverﬁment both to remove militant trade unionists from their
‘posts and to intimidate others to toe the line, Although they were
both threateued by the administration with "listing" under the Act,

. . . 2
neither Scheepers nor J, Cornelius was ever "listed"

Ou the 19th May 1952 Sachs was informed that his name had beeun
"listed" in terms of the Suppression of Communism Act. He was in--

structed to resign his post as general secretary within thirty dayse.

1., See the Rand-Daily Mail and Die Transvaler for the veriod.

2, Louw, Liguidator to A. Scheepers, 26 September 1951. G.W.U.
Collection; Janséh, Secretary for Justice to General Secretary, G.W.U.,
25 January 1952, G.W;U. Collection; Louw, Liquidator to J. Cornelius,
27 February 1952, 23 April 1952, 29 October 1952, G.W.U. Collectionj
Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting; 4 May 1953, 22 June 1953. G.W.U.

Collection,.
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With some exceptions iie wag immedistely prchibited for a period of
two years from attending any gathering in South Africa. He was

permitted to attend ouly gatherings of a "bona fide religious, re=~
creational or social nature". On the expiration of +the thirty day
grace period he was prohibited from engaging in any G.W.U, activity

and restricted to the Transvaal for two years 1.

Sachs addressed a anumber two branch and a white shop stewards
méeting on the 20th May 1952. The unwmber two branch shop stewards
meeting endorsed the white meeting's resolution that a protest
strike be held in the industry. However, the nvmber two branch
meeting deleted the words "one day strike'” from the resolution as
several of the shop stewards considered that the strike should la#t
at least a week. The tﬁo shop stewards meetings a;so resolved 1o

hold a protest meeting at the Johannesburg city hall steps on the
2

Saturday morning .

48]

Sachs approached an advcocate for advice and was informed that
there was some doubt as to the validity of his listing oxrder (e.g.,
how could Sachs continue his 6.W,U, =zctivity for thirty days if he

was prohibited from attending any Union meeting?) -. The

1. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, May/June 1952,

2, Ivid.; Minutes of Specisl Emergency Meeting of Shop Stewards of
the G W, U., 20 May 1952. G.W.U, Collection; RHand Daily Mail, 21
May 1952. - '

3. Minutes of Special Meeting of GMN.U.C.E.C., 20 May 1952. G.W.U.
Collection; Judgment of Centlivres C.Jd., delivered 12 December

1952, E.S. Sachs vs. Rex, A4.D., quoted in The Garment Worker/Die

Kiéféﬁéfkéf; January/February 1953, p. 4.



administration informed Sachs's attorrey on the Saturday merning
1 PPN . 3 s AT e s T W . s : . )
that Sachs could participate in G.W.U. meetings during his grace
s 1
period .
It is uncertain whether Sachs was aware of the administrationis
concession when he attended the Saturday morning protest meeting.

The meéting was attended.by between eight and twelve thousand white

ané non-white garmen? workers, public suppcrters and bystanders.
The speakers at the meeting included H. Davidoff (a L.P. M.P.) and

Se Tighy (a U.P. M.P.). As socn as Sachs attenpted to zddress the
meeting he was arrested and hustled away. The crowd grew incensed
and the police charged them with batons. Numerous people were

.. 2 . .
injured . Sachs was released from custody that evening and

1. Judgment of Centiivres C.J., op. cit., quoted in The Garment !

Worker/Die Klerewerker, January/Februery 195%, p. 6,

2. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, MNay/June 1952; The Star,

24 May 1952; Rand Daily Mail, 26 May 1952,

The militant chairman of the number two branch, J. Fhillips,
later complained +that the number two vranch executive committee had
not beén consulted about the meeting. He OppGSedA uch multi-racial
meetings. Problems might have arisen as a number of his members had
wished to have speakers from their branch on the platform (he appa-
rently assumed@ that the white garment workers would have objected
to non-white speakers). Minutes of G.W.ﬁ.C;E.C. Meeting, 26 May 1952.
G.W,U, Collection, This cautious approach contrasted sharply |
with Phillips's general political activities., Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C.

Meeting, 18 August 1952. G.W,U. Collection.
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A

ngtructed 4o appear in court.on the Monday morning l.

The ccecc, met in special session immediately after the protest
‘meeting and decided to held a pretest strike in the induitry on the
Monday 2. The strike brought the Johannesburg, Kimberley and Port
Elizabeth industries to a halt but most of the Germiéton factories
remained cpen 3. The Minister of Ecomomic Affairs,'E, Louw, subse-
guently rebulked those manufacturers who had closed their factories
during the one day "political" strike notwithstanding thatb soﬁe of
their employees had been prepared to Wcrk. Such manufacturers,

A . . , . 4
warned Louw, should not come to him for import permits .

The white and non-white nembers assembled at different places
in Johannesburg on the mbrning of the gstrike. Sachs's case was
rémanded till June 1952 and Sachs went inmediately to the ciﬁy_hall
steps. As soon as he gttempted o address the crowd of approximately
eight thousand (white) members and bystanders he wes rearrested and

[al

: | =4
was obliged to spend the night in jeil 2. A G.W,U, delegation failed

. s o 6
to persuade the gouvernment to rescind Sachsts listing oxrder .

l. The Garment Worker/Die Xlerewerker, May/June 1352.

2. Minutes of Special Meeting of G.W.U.C.E.C., 24 May 1952. G.W.U.

Collection,

3. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 26 May 1952, 6 June 1952. G.W.U.
Collection; The Star, 24 May 1652, 26 May 1952; Rand Daily Mail,

26 May 1952, 27 May 1952; Die Transvaler, 6 June 1952,

.4, Die Tféns#éiéf, 9 dune 1952.

5. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, llay/June 1952; Rand Daily
Mail, 27 May 1952, 29 May 1952.

6. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, May/June 1952.




The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court eventually condi-
tionally suspended for three years the Magistrate Court's sentence
0f six months hard labour imposed on Sachs for the contrevention of
his listing order. The Appellate Division held (inter alia) *hat
mass G.W.U, meetings did not fall within the ambit of the adminis-
tration's concession, and that in any event the city hall step

meetings had been public ones l, Sachs left South Africa for exi ile

in Britain.

On Sachs's removal from office, the action committee engaged in
an organisational campaign which lasted for about two months. Peti-
tions were circulated among the Johannesburg and Germiston garment
workers, The petitions supported the Minister of Justicafs action
égainst Ycommunist" trade unionists; vcalled for the establishment
of g white garment workers' trade union; requested the Minister of
-Tabour to supervise G.W.U. elections and not to register the G.W.U.'s
new constitution 2. The action committee held a few meevings in

Johannesburg and fermiston °,

The action committee celied for the estabiishment of a white

garment workers' trade union and for the removal of the G.W.U.'s

-

1., Judgment of Ceutlivres C.J., op. cit., quoted in The Garment

Worker/Die Kleiéwerker, January/February 1953, pp. 6-T.

2. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. ﬂcetlng, 16, 23, 30 June 195?, 21, July
1952, G.W.,U. Collection; Die ;runsvaler, 13 June 1952 %20 June
1952; Petition dated June 1952, G.W.U. Ccllection.

3: Minutes of ¢.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 2% June 1952, 21 July 1952.
G;W;U; Collection; Heport on Meeting of Anti—Communist Garment
Workers at Braamfontein, 19 July 1952. G.W.U. Collection; Die
Transvaler, 21 July 1952. | )
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leedership. It warned against the growing influence of the non-
white members in the G.W.U. If the non-whites were restricted to the
vnckilled work in the industry there would be no danger of a sepa-

rate non-white trade union undercutting their wage rates l.

1; Die Transvaler, 5 July 1952, 21 July 1952, 16 August 1952;
Minutes of G.W.U. General Meeting,vS August 1952. G.W.U. Collecticn;

Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 23 June 1952. G.W.U., Collection;
- Gircular issued by C.L.H. van Niekerk advertising a meeting at

Braamfontein on 19 Juiy 1952. G.W.U. Collection,



CHAPTER XVIII
THE GARMENT WORKERS!' UNION 1953 ELECTION

The Witwatersrand clothing manufacturing industry experienced
s s o 1

eccnomic difficulty during 1953 =, In -October 1952 *here were 8 232
whites, 6 140 coloureds and asiatics, and 2 817 black women employed
c . eoa 2 . . ' . .
in the industry ~. Wany of the white workers had been employed in
the industry for a considerable perizd 3. The G.W.U.'s non-

. . o . - s 4
Witwatersrand wmembership was predominantly non~white .

. [
The G.W.T.!s new constitulion was registered in February 1853 7.

The c.e,c.; which had been elected under the 1937 constitution,
retained its authority until the national council elected a new

% 6 - . . .
Cs€aC. The ce.e.c. delimited the Witwatersrand industry into =a

1. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, July/August 1952, November/

December 1952, January/February 1953.
2. H.A.P. Barker, op. cit., pp. 329-330 table XXZ.

3; "Report by the Wage Board +to the Minister of Labour on the
- Clothing Industry, Union cf South Africa, dated 1 May 1956, p. 19.
An, 704 1956,

4., There are no employment figures zccording to race available for
"the early 1850's, Por employment figures sccording to race in 1946
and 1955 see H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., pp. 289-290 table XXVII.

5. Constitution of the Garment Workers! Union of South Africa.
Approved by the Industrial Regisirar on the 13th February 1953.
G.W.U. Collection.

6. Ibid., sec. 6(5) E.
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number of regions. In eackh region g number one =nd 'wo branch Ffor

1

. . . ' : vt C
white and non-white members respectively were established ~. The

non-Witwatersrand branches remained as they were.
J

The c.eeCe decided that for the firsf alection under the new
constitution, thevpresident in addition to the general secretary would
- be elected by a ballot of all the members 2. Fach braunch exscutive
committee was permitied to nominate a maximum of two candidates for
each post 3¢ _With the exception of the Germiston/Fast Rand number
one branch (G/E.R.n.I), the incumbents (J. Cornelius and Scheepers)
were the only candidates nominated by the brancues. The G./B.R.n.I
nominated four candidates for fhe twe positions:. de. Cornelius and
GeLoH. van Niekerk for the post of genéral sécretary, and Scheepers
and XK. Meyer for the post of president., Van Niekerk and Meyer had
recelved less suéport than the incumbents when the G./E.R.n.I

executive committee had voted to elect the branch's candidates for
. 4
the election .
. . . . - . 5
A firm of auditors was hired to conduct the electiorn ~. The

election roughly coincided with the April 1953 general election. The

G.W.U. election was staggered and the ballot was held at various

1. Mirutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 16 larch 1953, 23 March 1953.
G W.U. Collection; Minutes of Special Joint Meeting of G.W.U.C.E.C.
and the Number Two Branch Executive Committee, 28 February 1953.

GeW,U., Collection.

2. The Garment'Worker/Die Kiéféwerker, March/April 1953.

3, Constitution of the Garment Workers! Union of South Africa.
Approved by the Industrial Registrar on the 13th February 1953, sec.
- 8(1). G.W.U. Collection.

4., Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 20 March 1953. G.W.U., Collecticn.

5. Ibid.



174

—
places at different times ~.

Meyer and Van Niekerk must have asppreciated that with no non-
white candidates o split the vote they had very little prospect of
unseating the incumbents. HNeyer had grave reservations about the

. . : . . . o . 2
electicn generally on account ¢f the nmulti-racial franchise .

Van Wiekerk stated during his election campaign thai he was a
mepber of the N.P. He warned of the danger of coloured ascendanay
in the G.W,U. He supported the establishment of separate trade

unions for whites and non-whites 3.

The pro-apartheid Transvaalse Kleurling Volksbond had been

aétive aﬁong the coloured members on the Witwztersrand andAin Kimber-~
iey during the latter haif of 1652 4. It is highly unlikely that
this largely unknOWn coloured body's organisational activity resulted
in coloureds supporting Meyer and Van Niekerk in the elegtion. In
Kimberley, for example, Meyer and Van Niekerk polled three votes

each in the election 5. Although the election results on the Wit~
watersrand were given per region and not per branch, it is safe to

assume that Van Niekerk and Meyer drew their support exclusively

from the (white) membership.

i. Ibid., 20 March 1953, 7, 13, 27 April 1953.

2. Minutes of G./E.R.N.I Executive Committee Meeting, 12 March 1953.
G.W.U., Collection.

3 Die TPransvaler, 20, 26, 31 Marck 1953: Regort on Meeting Held

by G.L.H. van-Niekerk in Germiston on %0 March 1953, G.W.U.
Collection.

4. MNinutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 18 August 1952, 25 August 1952
2 September 1952, 22 September 1952, G.W.U, Collection.

[N Y

5. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, May/June 1.953.
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Sche¢epers and Corneliuvs easily defeated their opponents in the
¢.W.U, electicn: Scheepers polled 13 029 votes to Meyer's % 569

while Cornelius pblled 12 970 votes to Van Niekexrk's 3 679 1. The

~
N

. . . ‘ 2
incumbents gained virtually all the non-Witwatersrand votes .

A $01id majority of the (white) members of the G./E.R.un.I gave
their support to Meyer and Van Niekerk 3¢ However, Meyer snd Van
Niekerk failed tc obtain the support of the bulk of the white

members on the Witwatersrand 4. The results indicate that the

l. Ibid. ’ -

2, Tor example:

East London branch
J. Cornelius 82
G.L.H. van Niekerk 3

Port Elizabeth branch

A, Scheepers , 1 226

K. Meyer 9

Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. lMeeting, 20 April 1953, 27 April 1953. G.W.T,
Collection, The clothing factories in Potchefstroom zand Bloem-~

fontein hal ceased operaticus.

3 The Germiston/East Rand region result was:

¢.IL.H, van Niekerk 1 135

- J, Cornelius 736
X, Meyer 1 112
A, Scheepers 775

Minutes of the G.W.U.C.E.C, Meeting, 7 April 1953. G.W,U, Collection.
While the position in the East Rand industry is unknown, there
were probably less than 150 black females and coloureds employed in

the Germiston industry. H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., p. 320,

4., The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, May/June 195%; Minutes of
G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 7, 13, 27 April 1953. G.W.U. Collection.

The percentage poll of the white garment workers on the

s

Witwatersrand is, of course, unknown,
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incumbents would have been hard pressed 1o defeat their oppouents in
a 'whites only' election on the Witwatersrand. It is doubtful whether
Meyer and Van Niekerk would have drawn the same support if the non-

white members had not been enfranchised.
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PART POUR

TRE TLABOUR PARTY AND THE GARMENT

¥ORKERS' UNION



CHAPTER XIX

INTRODUCTION

This part of the thesic examines the L.P,ts Afrikaner suprort

base in detail (the major findings have been summarised earlier in
. 1 . . ; .

the thesis) ~. Attention is also focused on the L.P.'s relations
with the trade union movement in general and the G.W.U. in particuliar;
and on the G.W.U.'s activities in white clazss poclitics generally.

Little attention is paid to the L.P.'s English speaking
supporters, and the study must nct be construed a2s an attempt 1o

explain the !'rise and fall® of the TL.P.

1. See Pe 90.
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CHAPTER XX

THE TABOUR PARTY: 1920 - 1939

A, : The Pact Government and the Labour Party Split

The L.P., which advocated a white supremacist policy, drew its
support during the 1920's from the urbanised Anglophone working
class in general and from the English speaking artisans in particular.
Tﬁe L.P, won twenty-one seats in the 1920 general election and nine

in the 1921 general election 1.

The 1922 Witwatersrand miners'! strike arose primarily over an
attempt to replace a portion of the white miners with (cheap) black
labour., The sirike and related events served as the catalyst for
the L,P.~-N.P, electoral pact vhich was negotiated in a determined
effort to unseat the S.A.P. administration 2; The electoral pact
parties secured a majority of seats in the 1924 general election and
formed a coalition government. The S,A.P, won fifty-two seats, the
N.P. sixty-three and the L.P. eighteen (two Cape, three Katal, one

Orange Free State and twelve Transvaal) 5,

1, B.M. Schoeman, op. cit.,, po. 95, 124,

2., E.A. Walker, A History of South Africa, pp. 583-586; A.G.

Barlow, Almost in Confidence, pp. 177-178; T. Beydell, 'My Luck Was

3. A.G. Barlow, op. cit., pp. 177, 187-188; B.M. Schoeman, op. cit.,

p. 144.
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The W.T.A, was affiliated to the L.P. from 1925 until just

before the end of the decade l. The second half of the 13520's saw

bl

the L.P. racked by internal disscnsion. A term of the electoral

allisnce had been that the N.P., would refrain from attempting to
bfing about a republic. However, the pact governmeni's compromise
of the British fconnection'! - e,g.,‘the flag issue - caused tension
in the L.P. Personal animosities arose among the L.P. M.P.'s over
the sharing of the plums of government; and the L.P.'s national

executive demanded that the FParty's parliamentary caucus accept its

. . . . 2
directives in parliament -,

The L.P.‘split into two warring factions in l9é8. The two
factions contested the 1929 general election as separaie gfoups. In
mid—1931 the two facticns came together and unsuccessfully called
upon Creswell and Sampson - of the L.P, faction with whom the N.P,
had continued the electoral pact in the 1929 general election - to

. resign their ministerial posts 3.

1. The Star, 25 iarch 1925; BK.S. Sachs's evidence, 10 February

1949, pp. 1029-1030, in "G.W.U, Proceedings", op. cit.

2. H.J., Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., pp. 348-349; I.L. Walker
and B, Weinbren, op. cit., pp. 723-324; A.G. Barlow, op. cit., pp.

177, 188-191, 207-208; M. Kentridge, I Recall, Memoirs of Morris

Kentridge, pp. 152-154; M. Creswell, An Epoch of the Political

History of South Africa in the TLife of Frederic Hugh Page Creswell,

pp. 109-118, 130-131.

3., H,J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., pp. 348-351; I.L. Walker
and B, Weinbren, op. cit., pp. 324-325; M, Kentridge, op. cit., PpP.
156~157; M. Creswell, op. cit., pp. 131-139; Cape Times, 29 June

1931,



B, A Timited Revival

" The S.A.P, and the N.P., subsequently formed a coalition govein-
ment, and entered into an electoral pact for the 1933 general
election, In terms of the electoral pact the twe parties would not
oppose each other in constifuencies 1. The L.P. which propagated a
poiicy of COMPLETE separation between white and black put up a
credible nerformance in the eight seats 1t contested in the general
election and won two 2.

The intefnecine strifé in the L.P. during the previous years
left the Party organisationally weak ané with few members 3. ‘The
rapld influx of Afrikaners into the urban areas continued to reduce
the proportion of the Anglophone electorate in urban counstituencies 4.
A politicaliy Tluid situation was dbrought about by the N.P.~S.A.P. |
coalition government and thé subsequeht fusion of the two parties in

mid~1934 and the formation of the brezkaway N.ZP. 5<V The L.P.
| struggled_to capitalise on the opportunity and to adapt itself to
meet the aspirations of the Afrikaner celectorate. In December 1933

the L.P. 7y annual conference injudiciously rejected a motion which

acknowledged divine guidance in the affairs of men., Many Afrikaner

i. B.M. Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 180-181, 185--202.
2. TIbid., pp. 185-202; Forvard, 6 January 1933.
%.: HeJd. Simons and R,E, Simons, op. cit., p. 471l.

4. Report of the Industrial Legislation Commission, PO, 13-14.

U.G, 37 1935; 8. Pauw, Die Beroepsarbeid van die Afrikaner in die

Stad, pp. 127 table IX, 135.

5. B.M. Schoeman, cp. cit., pp. 176-181, 203-206.
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(including several eminent) members resigned from the Party in

. e ) . P S S . asan .1
protest and an initial press report pud the figure at fiffy-six ~.
The L.P.'s traditional crafi{ interests were in contradicticxn with
the aspirations of the generally semi-skilled and unskilled Afri-

kaner workers who viewed the dilution of trades; etc., as a means

to further their skills (and obtain wage increasss).

The L.P. wished to be regarded as the political expressiown ofl
the (white) labour movement. It sought to avoid cowoperation with
radical organisations such aé the C.P. and was reluctent to sub-
merge its identity among nebulous oxganisations arnd political
parties. Hence, while it condemned fascism, the L.P. declined o
participate - although a few of its brancheé did attend one con-
ference - in the various anti--fascist conferences and campaigns
organised through the T, & L.C. 2 The L.P, aiso refused to send
delegates to a '"Workers' and People's Front'! conference which was
arranged by the T, & L.3. as a result of =z successful motion by
Sachs at the 1936 annual T..& L.C. conference. Although he deried

it on occasion, Sachs envisaged a 'Farmers and Labour FParty!

1. Cape Times, 15 January 1934; Forward, 5 Janusry 1934, 19
January 1934. '

2. Repcrt of the First South African National Conference against
Pascism and War, 19, 21 April 1935, Durkan. T.U.C.S.A, Collection;
Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 22 July 1936. L.P. Collection;
Minutes of Joint Meeting of the Executives of the L.P. and the

T & L.C;, 23 August 19%6., L.P. Collection; H,J. Simons and R.E.
Simons, op. cit., pp. 471, 480-481; gégg‘Tiﬁes, 6 October 1934,

31 December 1934, |



. . ; . ., _ ., 1
arising out of the propdsed all-white 'Workers! and Feoplels Front! ~.
_ g prep P

- . . - . - s 2
A conference was held bul the Front immediately faded intc oblivien .

The political flux of the period facilitated the L,P.%s success
in two Witwatersrand parlismentary by-elections, one in eariy 1934
'I,’
and the other in mid-1936 -. The N.R,T. was established in late
1936 " Its major objective was to wean the Afrikaner worker from

the L.P. 4

It was a2gainst this background oi an attempt to divide the white
“workers on ethnic lines that the G.W.U. in early 1937 came out in
full support of the L.P. 2 Sachs simultaneously continuved tc push
for urity and in an address to the L.P.n.e.c. called for unity in the
labcur movement and for the nomination of "industrizl' candidates

' 5
(ioe., no% necessarily members of the L.P.)". BEarly in 1928 a G.W.,U.

generzal meeting at Johannesburg overwhelmingly approved a moticn in

1. Minutes of the Annual Conference of the T. & L.C., 1%, 14, 15,
16, 17 April 1936, Cape Town, pp, 80-81, 83. T.U.C.S5.4. Collection;
Minutes of Special Meeting of L.P.N.E.C., 7 July 1936, L.P,
Collection; Winutes of L.P.N.E.C. ﬁeeting, 25 September 1936. L.P;
Collection; E,., Roux to Editor, Forward, 3 April 19326; E.S. Sachs
to Editor, Porward, 17 April 1936. '

2. Ninutes of the Annual Conference of the T. & L.Cey 29, 30. 321
March,‘l, 2 April 1937, Port Elizsbeth, p. 58. T.U.C.S.A. Collection.

3» B.M., Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 214, 216. In late 1933 D. Burn-
side retained a Durban seat for the L.P. in a pariiamentary by-

election., 3B.M. Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 189, 214.

4, See p. 78.

5. The Gérﬁéhf'beker/Dié‘Kiéiewefkéf, March 1937, April 1937;
Minutes of the Annual Conference of the 7. & L.C., 29, 30, 31 March,
1, 2 April 1927, Port Elizabeth, p. 63. T.U.C.S.A. Cellection.

6. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 2 August 1937. L.P. Collection.
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a ballot (652 to 3€) to support L.P. candidates in the forthcoming

. 1
general election .

The trade union movement did not put its weight behind the L.P.
. 2 : s 2 " L s .
in the 1928 genersal election ~. Indeed, AcA, Moore, in his presi-
dential address to the annual T. & L.C. conference in April 1938,
called upon the workers to support the U.P. as the immediate issue

3

confronting the workers was one of dictatorship versus democracy ~.

The T.P. continued {o propagate a policy of complete separation

4

between white and black . The general election underlined the

L.P.'s peripheral role in a singlie membter constituency, firsi-past-

ragnsvaal Tthe L.P. contested

I
3

the-post, electorzl system., In:th

twenty~three seats and obtained 9,3 percent of the total voite. The

L,P, outpolled the N.P, in a numper of Witwatersrand comnsitituencies

including several with a substantial mining electorzte. The L.P.

polled 8,9 percent of the total Natal vote. The L.P. returned three
M.P.'s: two from the Witwatersrand (W. Madeley and M.,J., Van den
Berg), and one from Natal (the Rev. Miles Cadman), The U.P. won 111

geats, the Dominion Party 8, the Socialigt Party 1 and the N.P.

1. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, December 1938, May/June 1942

2. See Forwégg for the period generally.

3. Minutes of the Annual Conference of the T. & L.C., 18, 19, 20, 2
22 April 1938, East London, pp. 12-13. T.U.C.S.A. Collecticn.
The new T, & L.C.n.e.c, disscciated itself from Moore's state~

ment. Fofwara, 13 May 1l938.

4. Forward, 7 January 1938, 14 April 1938.

‘1,
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Qhe N.R.T. had opened its campaign zgainst the M.¥.U. in late
1936 2¢ Dﬁring 1938 M.d. Van den Berg reversed nis Tormer defence
of the M.W.U. and commenced a slaching attack‘on the constitutional
practice and administration of the Union. He castigated the M.W.U.
leadership for the extraérdinary phthisis agreement negotiated by

3

the Union -,

At the close of 1938 the Miring Unions'! Joini Committee, which

comprised the M.W.U. and several craft unions whose membership

1. B.M. Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 21€-237. In the Transvaal the
H.P, contested forty-five seats, obtained 2%,7 percent of thé total
vote and returned one M.P. The N.P. won tweuty seats in the Cape and
six in the Orange Free State., B.M. Schoeman, op, cit., pp. 226-237.

The Socialist Pariy contested threec sgeats ard returned Bﬁrnside
in his Durban constituency. PBurnside duly rejoined the L.P. B. M.

~Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 220, 236-237; See p. 183 footnote 3.
2. L. Naudé, op. cit., pp. 32-33.

3, Hansard, Assembly. Debates: vol, 29, 8 April 1937, cols., 4447-
4488, vol. 30, 29 April 1937, cols. 5732-5739, vol. 32, 9 September
19%8, cols. 2507-2511; Minutes of Special Meeting of L.P.N.E.C.,

29 December 1938. IL.?P. Collection; Minutes c¢f L.P.N.E.C. Sub~

Committee Meeting, 5 Janusry 1939, L.P, Collection; Die Transvaler,

29 November 1933; The Mine Worker, September 1938, November 1933.

During the early 1930's M.J. Van den Berg, then the East Rand
organiser cf the M.W.U., had been one of the few Afrikaners in the
L.P. hierarchy. It was through lobbying by tie M.W.U. that he
obtained the L.P. nomination in the Krugersdorp parliamentary by-
election in 1934. He won the seat for the L.P. Minutes of
L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 9 February 1934, ©L.P., Collection; Minutes of
L.P.N.E.C. Adjourned Meeting, 16 February 1934. L.P. Collection.
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extended to the mining industry, condemned M.J. Van den Berg's ram~
paign as a flagrant interference in the domesiic affairs of a trade

. 1 m -, ke ] r i Al mo
union ~. The L.F.neec.c. ¢afended Van den Bergls strictures of the
M.W.U, leadership and criticised the Mlmlng ”nlon@' Joint Committee's
constituent trade unions for their lack of support for the L.D.
Reéference was made to Moore's (+he gereral secretary of the Reduction
Workers! Union) speech at the annual T. & L.C. conference just prior
to the general election, and to J., Van den Berg (the nresident.of
the M.W.U.) who had appeared on the election piatform of M.J. Van
den Berg's N.P. opponent in the Krugersdorp constituency (sic) ©. The
LePenaeeCe underlined its full -~ if perhaps reluctant - confidlence

in M.J. Van den Berg by electing him to the new positions of deputy

W

chairman and deputy leader of the Party . Trade unionists genersaslly
argued that M.J. Van den Berg's campaign assisted the Afrikaner

. . . . : . .4
nationalists in their endeavours to undermine the M.W,U, leaderchip .

Afrikener nationalists viewed the IL,P.'s tentative move (it
never went beyond this point) to challenge abuses in the trade unicn
movement with alarm. The general election clearly indicated that
future N.P. success in Witwatersrand working class constituencies

depended, to an extent, on a weakening cf the L.P.'s influence among

1. Minutes of Special Meeting of L.P.N.E.C., 22 December 1938.

TeP. Collection.

2. Ibid., 29 December 19%8; Minutes of L P.N.E.C, Sub-Committee
Meeting, 5 January 1939. T.P. Collection; The Stgﬁ, 11 May 1938.

3. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 11 January 1939, TL.P. Collectlon.

4. Minutes of the Annual Conference of the T. & L.C., 10, 11, 12,
12, 14 April 1939, &1mber‘ey, Pp. 137, 140--141, 143. T.U.C.S.A.
Collecticn; See also Amalgama ed Englneerlng Union honTh;v Report,

June 1939




the Afrikaner electorzte. MNiners who supported the N.R.T. undermined
mining committees established by M.J. Van den Berg, and the pericd
witnessed a campaign to win Afrikaner L.P. leaders to the N.F.

Among the converts to the N.P. was Dr. V. Odendzal, the 1938 chairman

of the L.P. in the Transvaal l.

The U.P. was deeply divided over the gquestion of South Africa's
participation in World War Ii. In September 19%% the Smuts faction
of the U.P. supported by the L.P., Dominion Party and the three black
representatives -~ by a majority of eighty votes to sixty-seven -
‘obtained parliament's approval for the country'!s participatior in the
war on Britain's_side. Smuts formed & coalition government wiitn his
faction of the U;f., the Dominion Party and the L.P, The L.P.'s
representative in the caﬁinét was Madeley, who was appointedlMinister
of TLabour 2. The L.P.'s participation in the wér coglition govern~
ment compromised its socialist objectives and policy, and emphasised

its British 'connection'. The result was undoubtedly a reduction in

the L.P.'s Afrikaner support base.

1. See Die Transvaler generally for the period; L. Naudé, op. cit,.,

p. 633 TForward, 20 January 1939; Cape Times, 9 Jenuary 1939, 13
January 1939. ‘ : '

2. M. Roberts & A.E.G. Trollip, op. cit., p. 20.



CHAPTER XXI
THE TRADE UNION COUNCIL OF ACTION

The G.W.U. cadrey in pariicular Hartwell, assisted in the es-
tablishment of the national Sweet Workers' Union (S.W.U.). Hariwell
was a member of the S.W.U. cadre and the G.W.,U, enjoyed much in-

1 -
fluence in S.W.U. affairs ~. N

A new Wage Board Recommendation for sweet workers was considered
totally inadequate and the S.W,U. decided to despatch a delegation to
the Minister of Labour; Madeley. The S.W.U. delegation met Madeley
on the 6th December 1939 and urged nim to publish the Recommendaticn
for objection in the hope that the Wage Board wculd recommend ine-
creased wages in its objection report. HMadeley declined to comply

2

with the request and published the Recommendation as a Determination

1. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, July 1937, February 1939:

I.L. Walker and B. Weinbren, ope. cite, p. 303; Minutes of the Annual
Conference of the T. & L.C., 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 March 1940, Cape Town,
p. 23. T.,U.C.S.A. Collection; Minutes of the G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting,
22 May 1940, G.W.U. Collection.

2. Minutes of Special NMeeting of T.P.N.E.C., 9 February 1940. L.>.
.Collection; Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 17 February 1940. IL.P,
Collection. ‘fhere were 'objection stage(s)! after the Wage
Board's initial Recoﬁmendation; The =mployer organisations and irade
unions in the industry concerned were given an opportunity to appear
before the Wage Board to state their objections to the proposed Re~
commendation, After considering the objections the Wage Board made

a final Recommendation to the Minister of Labour., See also pe 99.

-~
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Agalngt this background the G,WgU; established & Trade Union
Council of Action o campaign against the unsatisfsctory Wage Board
ard for a decent minimum wage for all WOrkerso Protcst meetings
were held at Brixton, Turffontein, Vrededorp, Fordsburg, etic. * L
mass 'Trade Unicn tally and Pageant for a Living Wege! was held as
Johannesburg on the 22nd. February 19'40‘° Members of a number of trade
vnions and of the Bezuidenhout Valley and Berea—Yeéville branches of
the L.P. varticipated in numerous satiricsl skits performed on the
stage. The Rally was anti-war in chargcter srd in her address
Hartwell emphasised ¥that the workers had their oﬁn war +o fight - a

. 2
war for decent wages .

Sachs and Hartwell had measnwhile atiended a L.P.n.e.c. neeting
on the 9th February 1940 where the sweet workers issue was discussed,

Sachs declared that "they" would fight Madeley to the bitter end.

1. Forward, 16 February 1940; Rand Naily Mzsil, 23 February 1940;

Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 31 January 1940, 14 February 1540,
G.W.U. Collection; Affidavit by E.S. Sachs, 16 February 1940.

G.W.U., Collection. The T. & L.C.n.e.c. later dissociated itself
from the Trade Union Council of Action. Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C.
Meeting, 30 April 1940. T.U.C.S.A. Collection.

2., The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, February 1940: Rand Dailx

Mﬂilv 23 February 1940, The G.W.U.'s cpposition to the war was
based on the leftist ratiomale. The Union came out in full support
of the war effori once the Soviet Union entered the war. Minutes

of *he Annual Conference of %he T. & L.C.: 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 March
1940, Cape Town, pp. 67-71; 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 April 1942, Poxrt Eliza-

beth, pp. 38-39. T.U.C.35.A. Collection; Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C,

Meeting, 28 February 1940. G.W.U. Collection.
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A number of the n.e.c. memberg felt that Sachis had good cause to feel
aggrieved and a resolution was passed for the n.e.c. to meet Madeley
e L : : ..
or the question ~. Madeley's own L.P. branch, Benoni, despatthed a

letter to the n.e.c, in which it coundemned the Minister's conduct

i . g . . . 2
in publishirng the Determination .,

Wﬁen e met the L;P;n.e.c. delegation Madeley assured then thaf
he did not considér the Determination's wage rates as adequate, He
added that he had published the Determi;ation in order to improve fhe
wages in the industry. After a discussion Madeley undertook that
a fresh Wage Board inquiry would be held in the indusiry within

4
twelve months ~.

In March 1940 the L.P.n.e.c. reésolved that the sweetl workers
s

controversy be cut short and that strong measures be adopted against

memberé of the Party who supported the Trade Union Council of Action 4.

The Berea-Yeoville branch supported the Trade Union Council of
Action and fhe branch!s newsletter AQXEEEE implicitly both opposed
.. South Africa's participation in the war and criticised Madeley for
ﬁis conduct in regard to the Determination. It would azppear that

the branch was under the chairmanship of the leftist E.J. Burford,

l. Minutes of Specilal Meeting of L.P.N.E.C., 9 February 1940. L.F,

Collection.
2. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 17 February 1940. IL.P. Collection.
3. Ibid.

4. Ibid., 11 March 1940,
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the national secretary of the 5.W.U. The fi,P.n.e.¢. dissolved

Qs

the Beres—Yeoville branch (whose members included Colin Legum) in

. - 2 .
June 1940 ©. 4 Yeoville branch was established fowards <he eund of

1941 0.,

1. Ninutes of IL.P.N.E.C. Investigating Commitiee Meeting, 11 June
31940, L.P. Collection; Report of the Sub Commitiee Appointed by
the L.P.N.E.C. to Inquire into Certain Alleged Improper Prcpaganda

and Activities within the Party (n.d.). I.P. Gollection.

2. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 20 June 1940, 19 December 1940.
L.P. Collection. ‘

3. Tbid., 20 November 1941.



CHAPTER XXII

THE = INDEPENDENT TLABOUR PARTY

in early 1942 the L.,P. launched a campaign to bring about co-
operation between the L.P. and trade unions 1. A motion which
called for collaboration with the L.P; was passed at the T, & L.Cfis'
annual conference in April 1942, The G.W.U, abstained from the vote
while Haftwéll, who attenied the conference as the representative of

. o e . I . 2
the African Laundry Workers® Union, opposed the motion .

It was later emphasiced at a Te & L.Cen.e.c. meeting zhat
s as o D .
"collaboration" was distinct from "airfiliation™ -, A collaboration
committee was established with delegates from the IL.P. and the

Te & L.Ce The ccmmittee remained in existence for a number of years
In May 1942 the G,W,U., asked the L.P. %0 receive & delegation

to discuss collaboration between the Union and thes Pawty 5. In June

1942 2 G.W,U., depubation attended & L.P.n.e.c. mesting. Sachs took

‘1., C.IL. Henderson to E.S. Sachs, 5 March 1942, G.W,U. Collection.

2. Minutes of the Annuzsl Conference of "the T. & L.C., 6, 7, 8, 9,
10 April 1942, Port Elizabeth, pp. 23-24. T.U.C.S.A. Collection.

3. Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting; 21 July 1942. T.U.C.S.A.

Collection.

4. Minutes of the National Lahour Collaboraticn Committee Meeting,

22 June 1945. T.P. Collection; The Labour Builetin, February 1943.

5. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 21 May 1942. I.P. Collection.
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an aggressive line ancd detalled his Union's complainis against
Madeley and the Labour Depqrtment: two years had elapsed.since
Madeley's unfulfilled prewise to appoint a Wage Board within twelve
months>to re;inquire into the sweet making industry; the rublication
of the G.W.U.'s industrial council agreements were "always" held up;
the registration of the G.W.U.'s East London branch and the publica~
tion of the branch's industrial council agreement had been delayed
for eight months; +the Labour Department’s haundling of confinement
allowances was deplored and its vefusal to de-register 'Henochsberg's?
Union was denounced. Sachs sought the dismissal of the Wage Becard's
members zud the Secretary fcr Labour. He threatened +that if the
GeW.U.'s cocmplaints were not redressed within fourteen days, the

Unionvwould,attack and smasn the L.P, 1

l. Minutes of Special Meeting of L.P.N.,E.C., 11 Jdune 1942, I.P.
Collection, -

The Manufacturing Tailors Workers! Association and Sick Benefit
Society was a long established 'company! type trade union at Henochs-~
berg clothing factory. Attempts to have it de-regisiered had beeu in
progress since 1926, General Secretary, T. & L.C. to Registrar of
Trade Unions and Emplcyers' Associations, 22 December 1926, T.U.C.S.A.
- Collecticne The confinement allowance issue revolved around
approximately eight women., Minutes of Special Meeting of L.P.N.E.C.,
11 June 1942. L.P. Collection. Sachs was aware of the reason
why the publicgtion of the G.WoU.-T,C.M.A. industrigl council agree-
ment was being délayed. The ILabour Department was engaged in a
deliberate policy of delay in order to induce industrial councils
(such as the G.W.U.-T.C.M.A. industrial council) to include black
worke:s in their industrial agreements (even if at different wages,
etCa )e Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 5 December 1940, 10
February 1942. T.U.C.S.A. Qollgc@ion; Minutgs of Special Meeting
of L.P.N.E.C., 11 June 1942, L.P, Collection.
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The LeP.n.e.c, despatched a delegétion to Madeley., MNeadeley
angrily refuted the complaints and stated that he had received much
abuse from the G.W.U., particularly as regards confinement =2]low-
ances, The LOP; delegation was satisfied with the Minister'!s

1
answers .

The G.W.U. subsequently adopted a line which Sachs had taken at
a To & LeCoe~L.Ps meeting three days prior to the L.P.n.,e.cs meeting
at which Sachs had delivered his ultimatum; i.e., notwithstanding
severc criticism, particularly with regard to ladeley's department's
handiing of confinement allowances, the G¢.W.U, gave the L,P,
grudging support. The G.W.U. declined an invitation to send fraternsl
delegates to the Transvaal provincial conference of the L.P, but
agreed to a Yeoville.branch request for elesctoral sssistance for C.
Legum 2.

During the early part of 1943 the G.W.U, grew incrcasingly in-
céﬁsed ovexr the war measure provisionsvwhich restricted the rights of
the workers -- e.8., strikes and lockouts had been declared iilegal
in the industry. Sachs resigned from the'T,»& L.C.'s Advisory
Gommitteé %0 the Prime Minister after an earlier move to cause its

dissolution had failed. Scheepers resigned as a member of the

1. inutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 18 June 1942, ©IL.P. -Coliection.

2; Minutes of a Meeting between tite T. & L.C. and the L,P., 8 June
1942, L.P. Collection; E.S. Sachs 1o Secretary, Transvaal Pro-
vincial Executive, 10 July 1942. G.W.,U., Collection; Honorary
Secretary, Yeoville Branch, L.P. to E.S. Sachs, 16 August 1942,
G.W,U. Collection; E;S. Sachs to Honorary Secretary, Yeoville

Branch, L.P., 28 Avgust 1942. G.W.U. Collection.
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Te & L.Co~L.P. Collaboration Coumit+ze

Disillusioned with the L.P:i Sachs returned to his theme of a
taited labour front and held informal talks with members of the
L.P. and C.P;,'trade union leaders, etc. Although Sachs's proposal
for a united labour front received minimal support, the G.W.U.
arranged a National Labour Conference for the lst May 1943 (the
day after the scheduled expipgtion cf the annuel T, & L.C. confer-
ence whifh was being held that year at Johannesburg) 2. In a
circular despatched to itg affiiiated trade unions the T. & IL.C.
Nee.C. expressed the view that the G.W.U.'s move 1o establish a new
political organisaticn would "not only harm the war effort", but
would "destroy [}hé] existing unity of the working class".‘ The
circular céllcd upon all workers "to preserve the solidarity of the
Iabour Movement by ignoring and refusing to participate in any

3

- meeting or conference called by" the G.W.U.

i\
An increasing number of industrial unmions were affiliating to

the To & L.C. The industrisl unions were generally associated with

the 'left!, Very broadly, the craft urions, who were cupported by

1, The Germent Worker/Die Klerewerker, May/June 1942  January/.
Febrvary 194%, March/April 194%; MWinutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting,
2% February 1943, 2 Marca 194%. T.U.C.S.A. Collection.

2. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, May/June 1943, July/August
1943;  Circular, an invitation to the National Labour Congress,
addreésed "To All Trade Unions, Trade Union Branches and All Other
Tabour Orgénisations in South Africa", signed on behalf of the

N.U. by E,S. Sachsy A. Scheepers and J. Cornelius; G.W.U.
Collection. |
3., Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C, Meeting, 20 April 1943; T.U.C.S.4.
Collection; De Vries, Secrelary to Secretaries of Affiliated Trade

Unions, 21 April 1943 (Quote in text). G.W.U. Collection.
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“trade unions such as the South African Society of Bank O0fficials
and the M;W.ﬁ;, held the dominant position in the T; & L.Ce The
card~vote system at T. & L.0. conferences assisted %he craft |,

unions and their 'allies! in repulsing the challenge of the in~

. . 1
dustrial unions .

.Séchs warned the deiegates gt the 1943 ammuel conference of
the Te & L.C., that if a proposed motion for the aboliftion of the
card-vote in the elecvion of the T. & L.C.n.e.c. was tusuccessiul,
the G,W.U. would withdrgw from the conference. The motion faiied
and the G.W.U. staged a lonely walkout: even J. Cornelius, who
was in attendance as a Tobacco Workers! Union delegafe; remained

at the conference. The G.W.U.'s protest waikout was deplored by

1, See minutes of the Annual Tonferences of the T. & L.C. for the
period generally. T.U.C.S.A, Collection, A trade unidn's
card-vote gtrength was determined by tThe numsrical membership on
which it affiliated to the T. & L.C. The affiliation fees were
determined by the numerical affiliated membership (the larger the
affiliated membership, the higher the affiliation fées). Conse~
quently, a trade union's affiliated membership was determined as

much by i1ts financizl position as by its actual membership.
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. . N 1
the comnunists W, Andrews and I. Wolfson .

Saclxs later denied that tﬁe G;W;U, nad an ulterior motive ir
its motion and conduct st ﬁhe conference; It had been zlleged that
the G;W;U; hoped that the issue would precipitate a split in the -
e & L.,C, which Would result in the proposed National Labour‘Congfess

gaining the support of a major section of the trade uunion movement 2.

The majority of the approximately one hundred delegates who.
attended the National ILabour Congress on the 1lst May 1943 were

representatives of G.,W.U. members in various factories. There was

also a sprinkling of delegates from a few trade unions which the

1. Minutes of the Annual Conference of the 7. & L.C., 26, 27, 28,
29, 30 April 1943, Johannesburg, pp. 22-~29. T.U.C.S.A. Collection;
Porward, 30 April 1943. . The card-vote issue was a contentious
theme at T. & L.C. conferences during the 1940'3. Sachs was & uajor
figure in the dispute. Minutes of the Annual Conference of the

P. & L.C.: 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 April 1941, Durban, pp. %47-51, &C-67;
10, 11, 12, 1%, 14 April 1944, Cape Town, pp. 36, 415 3, 4, 5, 6
April 1945, East Tondon, pp. 32, 34-35; 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 April
1946, Durban, pp. 32-33;. T. 8, 9, 10,lll April 1947, Port Elizabeth,

pp. 32-34, T.U.C.S.,A, Collection; The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker,

January,/February 1945, January/February 1947, Concessions in
connection with the election of the general secretary and the n.e.c.
were finally made at the 1948 annual conference of the T. & L.C.
Minutes of the Annual Conference of the T. & L.C., 24, 25, 29, 30,
31 March, 1-April 1948, Cape Town, pp. 31, 34, 37, 44-49, 53.
T,U.C.S.A. Collection.

2., E.S. Sachs to Editor, Rand Daily Mail, letter dated 29 April
1943, G.W,U. Collection.
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. . cm s o 1
G.W.U. had assisted in establishing ~,

In his address to the Congress Sachs explained that while he
fully supported the war effort, he believed that the workers should
set cut immediatcly to win the peace ~ and not wait +ill %he cessa-

Tion of hostilities 2.

In the draft programme adopted by the Congress a demand was
made for the implementation of a Workers! Charter as a first step
tpwards the 'New World'. The Charter laid down conditions of en-
ployment, minimum wage ratcs and inmovations such as a body with at
least 50 éercenﬁ worker representation to administer 2ll lsbour

laws.

The programme held that the ultimate aim was socizlism "which
alone can guarantee real happiness, culture, progress and security
for all", In the meanwhile it calied for the end to profiteering;
the supremacy of the rule ¢f law; <he eradication of "sll forms
of racialism"; and for progressive industrial development. "Those

laws, customs and other obstructions" which irhibited industrial

1. Rand Daily Mzil, 3 May 1943; The Labour Bulletin, Mid July 1943%.

The trade unioas which the G.W.U. had assisted in establishing
were not identified in thc press reports. Tne trade unions referred
to were probably the S5.W.U, and the Tobtacco Workers! Union.

Thé Garmeht Worker/Die KléreWerkér'claimed that the Congress was

attended by 120 delegates whc represented thirty thousand factory
workers, railway workers, engineers, builders, transport workers and
"other sections". The Géfﬁéﬁf-bekéf/Dié“KiéfeWéfker; May/June
1943,

2. The Garment Worker/Die Klevewerker, July/August 1943.
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progyess were to be avolished; industry and agriculture were to be
reorganised on & modern technological bagis - "if necessary by

s _ ) . w L - .
applying the most drastic neasures . The progrsmne reflected the

influence of Sachs's Marxist conception that the following stage in

. . . . 2
South Africa was one of progressive capitalism .

The Congress also decided #0 contest three working class con-
stituencies in the forthcoming general election under the banner of
the Independent Labour Party (I.T.P.). It was agreed that J.

. [a]

Cornelius, Scheepers and Sachs would contest Germiston, Fordsburg and

Jeppe regpectively 3°

The I.%.P. came in for much criticiem for omitting all reference
T2 the non-white issue in its programme. Sachs, when subsequently
pressed, stated that he considered the system of representotion of

non-whites in parliesment as inadequate. He proposed that the

nétive people should be given power to govern their
own lands. The Bunga system is a mockery of democracy.
Our comrlicated multi-national problems can only be
solved on the basis c¢f granting self-government to the

L . . 4
native territories .

1. Draft Programme to be Considered at the National Labtour Congress,
1 Mey 10/5 (Quotas in text). G.W.U. Collection; Programme of the
I.T.P.  G.W.U. Collection. |

2. E. S. Sachs's ev1dence. Ninth day, 18 December 1941, pp. 618- 61,,

in "E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekk *mpers Bpk. . Op. cit.; The Garment

Worker/Die Klerewerker, July/August 19473,

3. The Garment Workei/bié KiéréWéEkéf; May/June 1943,

4., E.S. Sachs, Organising Secretvary to Chairman of the Committee, 26
June 1Q4>. G.W.U, Ccllection.
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Sachs argued thav in order to win the workers to 'labouwr?!, it
was necessary for the L.L.P. to acguiesce in the racial intclerance
. , .
. 3 L 3 = .
(1.9., white~non-white) of the electorate . In a general election

pamphlet the I.L.P. stated that it stood for

A UNILED LABOUR MOVEMENT, BASED ON SOUTH AFRICAN CON-
DiTlONS, FREE FROM RACIAL DIVISION, independent of all
- capitalist parties, and co-operating with all other

progressive forces E\Ty emphasisj 2.
The L.P. khad entered into an electoral pact with the U,P, ‘

A speciglly called ﬁenalty general meeting at.Germiston in eariy
liay 1543 overwheimingly approved the G.W.U.'s par%icipation in the
general election 3. The G.W.U.'s participation_in the general
election was subsequently unanimously endorsed.by approximately three
thousand members at a Johannesburg general meeting (the meetding had

been called to discuss the proposed -industrial council agreement) 4

o

K. Meyer assisted J. Cornelius in hexr canvassing and also chailred

rer meetings 5. The G.b.eesce members provided J, Cornelius with

1. The Garment Worker/Die Xlerewerker, September/October 1943,

November/December 1943.
2. General election pamphlet by the I.L.P. G.W;U. Collection.,.

3; "E;S; Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit.: G.W.U., Germiston branch
circular quoted at eleventh day, 1C September 1945, po. 929, iwelfth
day, 11 September 1945, p. 1007; E;S. Sachs's evidence. Thirteenth -
day, 12 September 1945, p. 1153i; A; Scheepers's evidence,; 11 May

1949, p. 2296, in "G.W.U, Proceedings", op. cit.

4, Minutes of G.W.U. General Meeting, 18 May 1943; G.W;U. Collection.
5 X, Meyer's evidence, 24 January‘l949, Dp. 728, in "GLW.TU. Proceed-
ings", op. cit.; Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 23 June 1943,
G.W.U, Collection
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little support and manﬁ did not eveun aﬁtend her campaign meetings 1¢
A portion of the small number of garment workers who attended a
campaign meeting expressed their disapproval of her candidature and
policies by heckling and booing;, Most of these girls'were in their
late teens and leaiied towards the N.P. After the general elcction
an angry H. Cornelius, who had been her sister's electoral agent,
brought a number of the girls before the G.b.e.c. for disciplinary
hearings 2. The G,W,U., leadership indicated its disapproval of! tﬁe
disciplinary hearings and they were discontinued. The members who
had already been tried, none of whem had yet been penalised; received
-~ if at all -~ letters which rapped them over the knuckles for their

o

%
conduct .

In its requests to clothing manufacturers for financial assist-
ance for the I.L.P.'s election campaign the c.e.c. emphasised shared
interests such as protection for clothing factories against overseas
: . 4 ‘ . . .
competition ', In order to preserve corcdial relations with the
G.W,U., a number of manufacturers made small contributions to the

. . 5
electicon fund ~.

The I.L.P. was heavily defeated in the general election.

1, Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 27 June 1943, G.W.U. Collection.

2, Ibid., 23 June 194%, 24 August 1943, 1 September 1943; Minutes of
Special Meeting of G.W.U.G.B.E.C., 19 August 1943, G.W.U. Collection.

3, Minutes of G.¥.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 24 Auguct 1943, 1 September
1943, 7 September 1943. G.W.U. Collection.

4. G.N.5.C.E.C. to Sir/s, 1 June 1943. G.W.U. Collection.

5. A number of covering letters from manufacturers to the G.W.U.

See G.W,U« Collection,
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- Ry ‘ = 1
Corneliuvs polled 202 votes, Scheepers 281 and Sachs 475 ~. The

I.,L.,P. probably drew the bulk of its support from G.W.U. members,

1., The results in full were:

v Germiston
A.C. Payne L,P. 4 134
W.,P., Boshoff 1P, 3 %80
Jo Cornelius T.L.Pe 202
d.Ce de Wet A P, 40

Fordsburg
D, Burnside Z.P, 4 170
A.S. van Hees N.T7. 1 441
A, Scheepers I.L.P. 281

Jeppe

B, Solomon ' T, P, 4 833
H.de Waldeck: N.2,. 1 237
E.S. Sachs I.T.7, 475
WeHe Immelman AoP, 2€1

' B.M. Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 255-256, 258,
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CHAPTER XXIIX

THE SOCIALIST PARTY

The annual conference of the L.P. in January 1943% approved the
continued participation of the Party in the coalition goverrment ~,
In April 1943 a specially convened L.P, conference gave the green

light for an electoral pact with the U.P. in the general elecion

later that year 2.

A number of I.P. members continued to voice their opposition
to fhe Party's "eollaboration" with “he U,P.; they supported the
war effort but were opposed to the compromise of the L.P,'s socielist
principles in its pursuit. The issue canme to é hezd when the L.P.
hierarchy turned down the parliamehtary candidature of Jessie Maec—
pherson, a Johannesburg city councillor., At a meeting of L.P.

" & resolution was passed by thirty-three votes to

"vrogressives
eight to leave the L.P. and to establish the Militant Democratic
Party. DNumerous membters of the L,P.'s Transvaal provincial executive
and its Johannesburg district committee resigncd from the I.P.
Macpherson was a leading figure in the breakaway move but soon

5

returned to the L.P. fold 7.

1. Fchérd, 8 January 1943.

2. Ibid., 16 April 194%; The Iabour Bulletin, April 1943.

July 1943; Cape Times, 1 June 1943,



o

The rationale behind the L.Pels electoral pact with the U.P.

was t0 avoid a split in fthe pro-war vote {(the V.2, opposed South

)

ATrica's participation in the War){ In its election campaign the
L. P, emphasiséd that the freedom of the workers snd indeed mankind
was dependent cn victory over the Axis powers 1: In the general
election the I.,P. was successful in'the nine seats it was allocaved
in terms of the electoral pact; Six of the seats were on the
Witwatersrand; and included M, Cilliers, the vice-president of the
M,W,Uo, in Mayfair, and A.C., Payne,; the chairman of the district
commitvtee of the Amalgamated Engineeriné CUnion, in Gerﬁiston.‘ The
U.P. won eighty-nine seats; the N.P. forty-three and the Dominion

[o]

2
Party seven .

Workers Civic Learuss were separately éstablished in Egst Loncon
and Port Elizabeth. The Leagues, which appafently nominated their
own candidates, faired well in municipal elections 3. In August
1943 the local c¢ommittee of the T, & L.C. (T. & L.c.l.é,) decided
to sponsor the formation of a similar body to éontest ine forih-
coming Johsnnesburg municipal electilon 4. The T,L.P. indicated its

support for such a League 5. However, in September 1943 the I.L.P.

lost ite independent existence when it merged with the Militant

1. General election pamphlet by John Christie. G.W.U. Collecfion;
K.A. Heard, op. cit., p. 16,
2. K.A. Heard, op. cit., p. 17; B.M. Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 251~

2713 . The Labour Bulletin, June 1943,

3., €.8.5 The Labour-Buiiéfih; Avgust 1943, Mid September 1943.

4. TPleet to Secretary, I.L.P., 19 Avgust 1943, G.W.U, Collection.

5. E.S. Sachs to Henorary Secretary, T. & L.C., 24 August 1945.

G.W.U., Collection.
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Democratic Party to form the Socialist Party {S.¥.)s Senator H.

tﬁ

asner, who represented blacks in parliament, became one of the

. .o 1 ‘ . R '
S.P.'s two vice-~presidents o The proposed League did mno*t come to

fol)

fruition and the S.P., L.P. ard C.P; competed against one anoiner

in the February 1944 Johannesburg municipal election. All the\S.Po’s
candidates, who included Dr. Leibman (a sitting councilloer who had
resigned from the L.P. on the Militant Democcratic Party!ls formation)

and Hartwell, were defeated 2.

Routed in the election, the S.F. took the initiative and pro-
posed joint action by left wing parties and trade unions on a commou

3

lections

w

Asocialist programme in Johannesburg municipal « Négotia-
tions with the I.P. and T. & L.C.l.c. continued for a few months‘but
collapsed in September 1944 when the L.P. refused to have anything
%0 do with four out of the five T. & T.C.l.¢c. delegates 1o a proposed
joint T. & T.C.l.c. - L.P. ~ S.P. commitiee. The L.P. accused the
four delegates of being members of thé C.P. which, i contrast o the

SePo, proposed to unominate candidates in the October 1944 municipal

. 4
election .

1., Forward, 1 October 194%; ®.S. Sacks to L. Szur, 27 July 1945,

G.W.U. Collection; Circular by the S.P. G.W.U. Collection. The

Garment Wofker/Die Klerewerker, September/October 1943.

2. The Garmént>Wbrkéf/Dié Kiéfeﬁerkér. January/February 1944, Marck/

April 1944, ’

%, L. Szur, Secretary, S.P. to General Secretary, L.P., 13 April
1944. L.P. Collection.

4. H.C. hckermen to Secretary, S.P., 8 May 1944, 27 May 1944, i3 June
1944, 19 September 1944. L.F. Collechion; IL.Szur to Acting General

Secretary, 7 June 1944. TL.P. Collection; The Garment Worker/Die

Klefe@efker, September/October 1944.
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With Nezl Germany defeated, the L.P.n.e,c. issued a statement

shortly before the muricipal slection in Cotober 1945 that Madeley

o . - LU . :
was tC withdraw from the 2abinet ~o The IL.P. contested Tthe eleciion

without any electoral pact and won five ward

4]

(which increased its
\

representation in the council by two). The L.P., with a total of

eighteen seats took shaky control of the forty-itwo member council.

: . 2
do Macpherson was elected mayor .,

le HeJde Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., p. 549,

2. Illustrated Bulletin, 7 November 1945, 14 November 1945.
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CHAPTER XXIV

THE GARVMENT WORKERS' UNION AFFILIATES
AND OTHER MATTERS

A, The Split

The divisive racial views held in the L.P,'s hierarchy were
largely neutralised by the Party's precccupation with the Second
World War.  After the war members like M.J. Van den Berg begen to

edge towards the N.P. 1

Barly in 1946 the section of Smuts's Asiatic Land Tenure and
Indian Representation Bill which provided for token indirect repre-
sentation for asiatics in parliament precipitated a crisis in the
L.P.'s parliamentary caucus which rebounded into the Pariy's
structures. Madeley (the pariiamentary 1eader), and M.,Jd. Van den
Berg resigned from the L.P.: Van den Berg joined the N.P. while
Madeley duly eétablished an ephemeral labour party with an anti-
agiatic biasv2. The resignation of three other M.P.'s from the IL.P.
(Sullivan, Burnside and the Rev. Miles Cadman) du;ing the following

twelve months reflected the general disarrasy in the Party,?.

1. The Socialist Review, August 1945; Cape Times, 26 November 1946.

2. Illustrated Bullebtin, Mid August 1946; Cape Times, 10, 15, 17
April 1946, 2, 6, 11, 17 May 1946, 25 July 1946, 27 July 1946, 5
August 1946, 6 August 1946; Rand Daily Mail, 17 April 1946, 29 April
1946, 4 May 1946; The Star, 16 April 1346. '

3. Cape Times, 23 January 1947, 7 March 1947, 1 July 1947.
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The L.P.'s colour policy was revised at a speciélly convened
conference in November 1946, The adopted programme proposed the
development of the "Native" areas to curb the flow of migrani workers
and urbanisation generally. It rcaffirmed the Party's support for
socizl and residential segregation, and defended the colour bar in
industry on the ground that it was in reality a cheap labour bar,

The contemporary method of indirect representation of blacks in
parliament was endorsed and in a cauliously worded section 3Smuts's
Asiatic Act was approved. After the adoption cf the prograume a
motion was successfully moved that the L.P. convene a conference with
the other parliamentary parties to fcrmulszte a common non-white
s 1 o . " ' \

policy ~. The cther parliamentary parties would, however, have

. . y 2
nothing to do with the idea .

\

B. - The Garment Workers! Union Affiliates

The L.P. drew a portion of its electoral support from the
Afrikanér working class. Although Afrikaners were ﬁrought into the
Party machine and elected under the Party'!s banner, the L.P.'s -
structures remained essentially Anglophone in character. This dis-
juncture contributed tc a tendenrncy of elitist isolation c¢n the'part

of the L.P.'s leadership and public representatives., In addition,

1. L,P; Non-European Policy as Adopted by the Special Conference, 10
November 1946. G.W.U. Collection; Minutes of the Special Conference
of the L.P. to Consider a Draft Non-European Policy; Johannesburg,

10 Ncvember 1946, p. 13. L.P. Collection.

2. €.8.5 D.F. Malan to A. Heppley; 16 December 1345, L.P., Collection.



dearth of organisational efforis to mobilise the workers behind the

Trade union affilis*tion to the L;P; wag beneficilal in a number
of Ways; For instance, the affiliation fees provided the L;P.,
which was habitually in financial distress, with much needed funds 2¢
A handful ofbtrade.uniohs were affiliated to the L;P, (e;ge, The
South African Cinemgtograph Operators‘ Union, and the Motor Tranéport

Vorkers'! Union) 3.

-~

Sporadic attenpts were made by tﬁe L.P, hierarchy to link the
Party to the trade union movement through contact at 'the lezdership
level, In August 1945 the G.W.U. was oxne of forty-nine trade unions
which attended a ’Labouf Unity Conference! orgsnised by the.L,P.

The conference resolved to set up a joint committee of L.P., and
trade union representatives for the purpose of bringing about
complete co-operation between the trade vniocn movement and the L.P.

4
Sache was elected a member of the jeint committee .

1. [7] to Secretary, L.P., 20 September 1944. L.P, Collection; J.
Dancer to Comrade, 27 April 1945. ©IL.P. Coilection; ‘Thé Tabour -
Bulletin, February 1943; The text is also based on an overall im-
pression of the L;P. correspordence and minutes of the period. L.F.

Collectione.

. 2, MNinutes of the Annual Conference of the J;Po, 2, 3 January 1943,
Johannesburg, p. 3. IL.P. Collection. The affiliation fees and
card-vote strength of trade unions were determined in the sawre way

as in the case of the T. & L.C. See pp. 196 footnote 1, 215.
3; Minvtes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 21 May 1542, L;P. Collection.

4; Report on Labour Unity Conference on 19 August 1945, dated 21
August 1945. IL.P. Collection; Minutes of Labour Unity Committee

Meeting, 10 September 1945. L.P. Collection,



The joint committee sought, among other things, to bring about

trade union affiliation to the L.P. and circulars were distributed to

l-.l

this effect 7. Contact was made between the G.W.U. &nd the L.P. in
January 1946, However, despite a willingness on both sides to con-
tinue the dialogue the matter fell away 2,

L.P., and G.W.U. representatives discussed co-operation a% =

meeting on the 10th May 1947 3. The c.e.c. later unanimously

decided te affiliate to the L.P, 4 Cn the 27th May 1947 the guestion
of affiliation was raised without prior notice at a meeting of
approximately two hurndred Johannesburg and Germiston shop stewards.,
Little opposition was raised to the proposed affiliation. One
Wolmarans from Germiston opposed the affiliation while T. Alsxandex
stated thal she preferred support being given to the C.P. Llthough

oy
present, K, Meyer raised no objection to the proposed venture 7.

Having obtained the shcp stewards' approval, Sachs immediately

made applicaticn to the L.P. for affilistion on the basis of s

1. Minutes of Lavour Unity Committee Mceting, 10 September 1945,
L.P. Collection; Circular by -the Labour Unity'Committee titlied
"Tabour Must Become FPolitically Strong. An Appeal to the Trade

Union Movement of South Africa", IL.P. Collection.

2. E.S. Sachs to General Secretary, L.P., 10 January 1946. L.P.
Collection; J. Dancer tc Secretary, G.W.U., 21 January 1946. IL.P.

Collectioria

3. The Garment Worker/Die KléreWerker, May/June 1947.

4., Ibid,

5. Minutes of G.W.U. Shop Stewards Meeting, 27 May 1947. G.W.U.

Collection; The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, May/June 1947;

"G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.,: K. Meyer's evidence, 26 January

1949, p. 787; A. Scheepers's evidence; 11 May 1949, »p. 2232,



thousand members. In his letter of application Sachs emphasised the

need to find a political home for the white workers. He added that

While a correct labour policy and tactics can be
formulated only on the basis of existing conditions,
any attempt to secure suppérf by pandering to the
racialists i}hich he accused certain.leaders of the
L,P, of beiné] is not only contrary {to the true
principles of labour and democrsacty, but must resuli
in the strengthening of the forces of reacﬁion and

the weakening of the forces of labour.

™
Cachs concluded that the G.W,U. would abide by majority decisionsg ~.

The G.W,U.'s application, on an affiligted membership of one thousand,

was formally aspproved bty the L.P, in early July 1847 2. A

The May/June 1947 edition of The Garment Worker/Dic Klerewerker

gave full coverage of the affiliation issue (the applicetion letter
was quoted in full) 3. Posters which urged workers to join the L.PF.

: ! A
were erected at numerous clothing factories .

Advertisements which gave notice of a penaltly general meeting to
be held at Johannesburg on the 22nd July 1947 to discuss (inter alia)

the proposed industrial council agreement made no mention of the

1. E.S. Sachs and A, Scheepers to General Secretary, L.P., 28 May
1947. G.W.U., Collection.

2. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 6 July 1947. IL.P. Collection.

4. D. Vosloo's evidence, 21 January 1949, p. 588, in "G.W.U. Pro-

ceedings", op, cit.

1
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aff?;i;tipn issue, The question of affiliation to the L.P. was
raised at the meeting affer the completion of the advertised.agenda
- by which time members had hegun to 1eave; L;Pg representatives
addressed the meeting and urged that affiliation be endorsed. When
put to the vete affiliation was endorsed by almes+t the entire

- 1
andience ~,

The affiliation procedure adopted by the G.W.U, leadership wsas
constitutionally irregular. The constitution provided that affiliation
had to bc approved at a special general meeting "called for the

. . cm s . 2
purpose of discussing affiliation to the octher hedies" ~.,

Co Miscellaneous Elections

The Second World War left an inheritance of austeriiy and

shortage E

e The L.P.'s debacle over the Asiatic Aét and 1ts revised
colour policy alienated erstwhile supporters and left the Party.
machine in a badly shaken state, Allegations of communist influence
in the L;P. were made with increasing intensity and reached a

crescendo in the months before the mid-1948 general election.

Reference was made to Scheepers's, the L.P.'s candldste in the

l. "G.W,U. Proceedings", op. cit.: A. Knoetze's evidence, 14
 January 1949, p. 374; D. Vosloo's evidence, 20 January 1949, »p.

520~523; ‘EQS. Sachs's evidence, 10 February 1949, p. 1030.
2. G.W.U. Constitution (n.d.), sec. 21. G.W.U. Collection.

3. K.A., Heard, op. cit., p. 30.



Turffontein proviacial by-eclection iu -early 1948, visit to the
. . o 1
Soviet Unicn as a G.W.U., delegate ~. The L.P.'s demise is best
rcflected in its dismal performances in Johannesburg municipal
. 2
electicns . .

The L.P. entered into an electoral pact with the U.P. for the
3 .

1948 generzgl election “. Writing in The Géfmént‘Wbrkér/Die Klere~

werker Sachs commented that the G.W.U. was not "enamoured" of the

pact, but thaf the Union did not "oppose it" 4

'In the genersl electioﬁ the N.P./Afrikaner Party (A,P,) zlliance
gained a precarious plurality of seats, albeitv with a minority of
votes. The N.P./A.P. alliance returned seventy-nine M.P.'s (N.P.,
seventy; A,P., nine) %0 the U.Ps's sixty~five snd the L.P.'s six.
There were‘also three M.P.'s reoresenting the blacks 5. The three
M.P.!'s representing the asiatics had not yet been elected 6°

Negotiations between the L.P, anl the U.P. for an electoral pact

for the 1949 provincial elections failed 7. The L.P. proved unable

1. Cape Times, 7 March 1947, 3 November 1947; See Forward-generally
for the period, e.g., 27 February 1948, 25 March 1948, 7 May 1948.
In the by-election Scheepers polled 846 votes to her U.P.

opponentls 1 872, Forward, 24 October 1947, 19 March 1948,
2 Forwéég, 7 Novembef 1947, Ca‘etTimes; 22 September 1249,

3. Cape Times, 15 March 1948, 17 March 1948.

4, The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, March/April 1948.

5. K.A, Heard, op. cite, pp. 37-38; B.M. Schoeman, op. cit., p. 300,
6; The asiatics had completely rejected the proposed representation.

K.A, Heard, op. cit., p. 31l.

7. Minu%es of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 23 July 1948, 4 March 1949. I,P.

Collection; Minutes of Special Meeting of L.P.N.E.C., 5 December 1948.
L.P. Collection. v
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to muster a team of candidates for the election ~. The L.P. won

two of the three Transvaal seats it contested 2.

In 1951 negotiations between the L.P., and the U. F. for a
: s - . 3 s .
Johannesburg municipal electoral pact failed ~. The nomination of
Scheepers, J. Cornelius and Sachs as L,P. candidates in the election
. : . . 4

was approved by the c.e.c, and a G,W.U, shop stewards meeting .
The ceescCa.provided considerable finance for the three candidates!
campaigns ~. Sachs criticised a number of the c,e,c. members for
P . . .6 D e Aod
failing to assist in canvassing ~. All seventeen L.P. candidates
were defeated and the Party's meagre representation in the council

was elimlinated 7.

1. Minutes of a Joint Meeting of L.P.N.E.C. and the Transvsal Pro-

vincial Executive Committee, 14 January 1949. L.2. Colilection.

2. Minutes of L.F.N.E.C. Meeting, 4 March 1943, I.P. Collection;
I.7.. Walker and B. Weinbren, op. cit., p. 334.

3, Circular by E.S. Szchs, 24 September 1951. G.W.U. Ccllection.

4. The Géfmehf.Worker/Die Klerewerkei; September/Cctober 1951.

5. Minutes of ¢.W.U.C.E.C., Meeting, 20 August 1951. G.W.U.

Collection.
6., Ivid., 3 September 1951.

7. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Adjourned Meeting, 7 November 1951, L.P.

Collection; 9ége'@§gg§; 2 November 1951.



PO
e
\ &)

CEAPTER XXV
THE FINAL YEARS

An examiration of thne influence of cadre members of gffilisted
trade unions on the ¢ne hand and branch members on the other on L.P,
policy at conferences, etc., falls outside the scope of this thesis.
The affiligted trade unions held a maximum of helf the total card-
vote sirength at L.P. conferences 1. The card—-vote system caused
a degree of dissétisfaction in L,P. ranks 2. Senator Duthie

unsuccessfully proposed a motion at a L.P.n.e.c. meeting in September

1949 that

ih view of the existence of communist and crypio
communist influence'[éog,, Sach%l in certain trade
unions, COupled‘with the card-vote system of-election
of officers of the Party, resolve to affiliate no

nore trade unlons and calls upon unions now affilizted
to the Party to withdraw their eiisting affiliations 3.
G.W.U. delegates were elected to the m.e.c. at the annual L.P.

conferences. Sachs was elected Party treasurer gt the 1951 and 1952

1. Forward, 25 March 1948.

‘2; Cage-Timés, 6 August 1946. ' ' : )

3. Minutes of Joint Special and Ordinary Monthly Meeting of L.P.N.E.C.,

22 September 1949. IL.P, Collection,
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annual conferences L‘ The G.W.U.'s {with a powerful card-vote) '
cépacity materially %o influcnce decisions at conferences grew as
trade unions continued to disaffiliate from the L;P; 2 Dr, B.
Wilson, a meﬁber of the L.P.n.e.c.,, resigned from the Party in
January 1952 on the ground that thg remaining couple of affiliated

-

trade unions held half the voting strength at L.P. coiferences ~.

The GuW,U, threw its weight behind the United Front which was
formed in an attempt to oust the N.P. government in the 1953 genersl
election., The G.W.7T. set aside one hundred pounds to assist the

L.P. in its campaign and six members of the c.e.c. undertook to

assist the L.P, candidate in the Gcrmeiston constituency 4.

. In its election campaign the L.P., warned that the N.D. adminig-~
tration proposed to‘shackle the trade union movement and Was'pcisea
for an assault on the constitution (i.e., the Cape colcured fran-
ChiSé)c The Party reaffirmed its support for residential and social
segregation and stated that it believed that blacks could be given
opportunities to improve their 1ot without endangering white skilled

5

« In the general election the N.P. returnea ninety-five

-

standards

1. Forward, 9 January 1948; The Garment Workér/Dié KleréWerker,
January/February 1951, January/February 1952.

2; Minutes of L.P.N.E,C. Meeting, 3L August 1951, L.P. Collection,.
3. Cape Times, 7 January 1952.

4. Minutes of G.W.U.C.BE.C. Meeting, 19 January 1953, 2 February
1953. G.W.U. Collection; J. Cornelius tc National Treasurer, L.P.,
4 Pebruary 1953, L.P. Collection. Fox the United Front see

~ p. 166,

5. Genersl election pamphlet by the L.P. G.W.U. Collection.
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M.P,'s to the U,P,/L.P. alliance's sixty-one (U*P., fifty~seven;

L.P., four) .

In early 1954 the G.W;U; promised financial support to the
‘L,P. in its provincial clection campaign 2g In June 1954, while

Jo Cornelius and Scheepers were in Cape Town, a request wés
received by the ce.caoCe. inviting the two to stand as L.P, candidates
in the provincial elecficn. The c.e.c; refused the request on the
ground that J. Cornelius and Scheepgrs had no time to engage in g

3

campalgn s, The election eliminated L.P. representstion in the

c . 4
Transvaal provincial council ',

In contrast to the U.P., the L;P. moved haltingly towards a
more enlightened policy. .L.P. conferences continued 4o bring their
colour policy under foéus. At its 1954 annual conference fhe Le?s
adopted a new non-white franchise policy. The policy basically
envisaged (as a first<stage) the exitension ¢f both the Cape
coloured franchise ané the limited right of Cape blacks to elect

. . . . 5
- parlianentary representatives to the other provinces 7.

1l The election in a constituency which the L.P., was contesting
in terms of the electoral pact was postponed as a result of a
candidate's death. The L.P, won the by~election and increased its
representation iﬂ_parliament to five. For footnote and text:

B.M, Schoeman, op. cit., De 333

2. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 28 February 1954. L.P. Collection;
3; Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 21 June 1954. G.W.U. Collection.
4; I;L. Walker and B. Weinbren, op. cit,, p; 334;

5. Composite Resolution on National Convention at 42nd Annual
Conference of the IL.P., 10, 11 January 1953. TIL.P, Collection;

L.P, Non~European Franchise Folicy, 14 dJanuary 1954. L;P. Collection.
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The G.W,U. remained affiliated to the L.P. until it was forced
to disaffiliate in early 71957 in terms of the Industrial Couecilistion

- 1 |
Act of 1956 .

The two seats the L.P. contested in the 1958 general election
were on the Witwatersrand. The U;P. defeated the L.P. in both
constituencies 2. Within a short while the L.P. disappeared from

the political arena.

l.  J., Cornelius to Secretary, L.P., 25 February 1957. ZI.P.

Collection,

2;. B.M., Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 347, 360, 365-365,
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CHAPTER XXVI
SUMMARY

The chapter provides a systematic analysis of the factors

which enabled the G.W.U. leadership to turn back the challenge of the

.

\frikaner nationalists. It touches upon OfMearals brief analysis

of the reasons for the Afrlkaner nat*onallst:‘ 71m1tud suncess in

their endeavours _to establish or to reform +1adﬁ unlons (Hﬂpple
___ﬂﬂ______“

— - B RN,

never comes to grips with the issue)., The G.W,Ue‘s experience

during the 1950's is also examined.

1. Sachs was no enigma. He was first elected general secretary a3
a time when the G.W.U, was dominated by immigrant t=zilors. ILike

many of the tallors Sachs was a Jewish immigrant from eastern

[ U e

Eurcpre., It is hardly inconsistent with trade union hlstory in South

Africa and abroad that a trade union leader should hold views further
to the left than the general membership. By the time the bespoke
section‘withdrew from the G.W.U. in 1934, Sachs had eﬁtrenched
himself among the factory mémbers.' The Afrikaner.leaders of the

G.W.U., who emerged during the 1930's became firmly rooted in the

socialist tradltlon._l{/ef/ &ffﬁu/(j>

2. The newly urbanised Afrikaner garment Workers lived in dire
‘poverty during the early 1930's. Their experiences.in the indusiry
during the period (e.g;, the strikes and the reduction in the wage
rates) contributed to the developmént of a class awareness among

. tThen.



3. The members! wage rates and conditions of service-gradually im~
proved over the following years. The Sachs leadershilp was perceived
by the membershin as a militaﬁt.administraﬁion which obtéineﬂ the
best possible wages, etc., for the members from the T.C.M.,A. Sachs'!s

political aad trade union history contributed t¢ this perceptlon.

4, The C.P, during the éarly 1930's agitated against the Sachs
administration. The C.P. gained a tochold among the G.W.U. memter~
ship and even obtained the support of a few Afrikaner garmeht
workers. Some garment- workers may well haﬁe be;n somewhat nonplussed
at subsequent Afrikaner nationalist propaganda that Sachs was an

arch~comnunist intriguer.

Le With the Afrikaner fusionists under General Hertéog in the U.P.,
the Afrikaner nationalists (i.e,, the N.R,T. and the N.P.) struggled
to convince the Afrikaner worker that they were the authenfic
representatives of 'Afrikanerdom'!. The essentially Afrikaner G.W.U.
leadership played the Afrikaner nationalists at their own game.

The G.,W.U. promoted Afrikener culture within the ambit of the Union

(e.g., the Xaprie Kommando), and did not scruple to olay on the
racial prejudices of its members to discredit the Afrikaher

nationalist trade union activists (i.e., the 'kaffer dancing!'

.episoée).

£

6. The G,W.U.,'s political activities did not difectly affect the
membership. Consequently,vthe members did not concern themselves
unduly with the G.W,U.'s political activities. The Sachs leadership
guided the G.W.U., into active participation in white class politics.
Numerous rembers endorsed the content of the political motions;

others probably viewed the mdtions as a form of confidence vote in
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the Sachs leadership's gencral trade union activities and were
prepared to allow the Union's administration a degree of latitude in

itz political endeavours.

Te Thc Second World War brought about profound changes in the
poiitical and industrial spheres, JLarge numbers of non-whites were
absorbed into expanding industries and often employed as operatives.

Al though the U.P. split over the war issue, no united Afrikaner

front emerged. The disputes between the various Afrikaner nationalist
.Qrganisations (e.g.. the 0.B. and the W.P.) weakened the appeals t0 the

Afrikaner worker for volkseenheid: and also hampered the endeavours

to gain conirol of trade unions (e.g. the apparent intrigue between

0.8, and N.P., sympathisers in the B.X.K. ).

8. he (white) G.W.U. membership's initial opposition *o the employ-
ment of coloureds as operatives and the revival of the number two
branch was based more on a feeling of 'status reduction' than from

a fear of being eased out of the industry or of losing the dominant

position in the G.W.U.

9, ‘The G.W.U. was faced with numerous difficulties over 1ts sectional
trade union policy. Afrikaner nationalists and communists fannéd

the discontent over the G.W.U.'s coloﬁr policy among the (white)
members and the number two branch members respectively. The Sachs
leadership resorted to authoritarian cenduct to lessen the divisive
strains among the white and non~wﬁite members which were threatening
the existence of the Union as a single unit; While the G;W.U.
administration brought a heavy hand to bear on the éermiston branch

to stifle the discontent among the branch's members;iit also

quietly acquiesced in the informal reservation of the occupation of
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machinist for whites in *he Germiston industry.

10, G.W.U. election results and motions of confidence at Johannesburg
génerel meetings indicate that the Sachs 1eaaership retained the
confidence of the (vhite) Jonarmesburg meﬁbers during the 1940's., It
is submitted that the {white) members increasingly viewed peolitical

motions ~ e.g., affiliation to the L.P. - as a form of confidence

vote in the Sachs leadership's general trade union activities.

Ce

il, After approximately two decades in office many members must have
viewed the Sachs administration és an inseparable par:t (for better
or for Worse) of the G.W.U. The show of hands means of voting on
motions of confidence, etc., inhibited opposition to the Sachs
ieédership; while the lack of alternative candidates for the czdre
positiong over the years weakened potential opposition to the Sachs
1eader$hip. For example, it made little sense tc turn Sachs out of

office when there was noc one sulitably equipped to talze his place,

12. Whatever their emotional inclingtions may have been, numercocus
(White) members probably vaguely appreciated that the G.W.U.'s
colour policy was desligned to protect their positions and conditions
of service in the industry. A substantial majority of fhe (white)
Johannesburg members continuéd to supprort their longstanding leader-
ship which successfully cared for their econcmic needs in the
industry (note the substantial wage increases obtained in the

industry during the 1940!'s).

13; The N.P. goverrment harassed_the G.W.U. leadership after it

came to power in 1948 (e.g., the G.W.U. Commission of Enquiry). The

G.W.U. leadership moved tc restrict the ability of the opposition

14

members 1o mount an offensive against the Union's administration
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(e.g:, the attempt to restrict Joharnesburg general/special meetings

to members resident or emgployed in the'city),

14. There was a reluctance among the Afrikaner nationalists 4o put
their credibility at stake and tc engage in a full scale and overt
campaign to topple the G.W.U, leadership 2t a Johannesburg election

general meeting (even when the meeting was held on a Saturday and

" the Germiston members could attend without any hindrance).

15, By the early 1950's the Afrikaner nstionalisis had vnited behind
tﬁe N.P. which had lJargely established itself as the authentic
representative of !'Afrikanerdom!. The G.W.U.'s 1953 constitution
enfranchised the non-white members at a time when the W,P. government
was moving to resirict the rights of non-whites in the society

generally.

16. The adoption by the national congresses of the G.W.U.'s 1983
consfitution and the G.W.U,'s 1953 election results indicate that the
G.W.U. cadre retained the confidence of the lower echeion leaders

and a considerable proportion (if perhaps a minority) of the (white)

rank and file membership.

17, However, it is clear that the G.W.U.'s sectional trade union
policy did not result in any form of unity between the white and
non-white membership at the political level. Indeed, if anything,
the G.W.U.!'s sectional trade union policy would appear to have con-

trivuted to members supporting the N.P.

18. The G1W;U. administration (notwithstanding the'racial prejudices
of its white mémbers) propagated a broadly racially inclusive trade
union policy; The G;W;U,’s colour policy reflected not only the
political views of the Union's administration, buf also the position

of the Witwatersrand clothing manufacturing industry in the economy.



The competitive thrusi of the coastal industry (vhere coloured and
asiatic workers were freely available s* wage rates considerably
lower than those provided for 'in the G .W,U,~T.C.M.A. industrial
counéil égreements) virtuvally necessitated that the G.W.U. adﬁinis~
tration adopt a moderate colour policy in regard to coloured and
asiatic workers, If the manufacturers had been unable tb obtain
sufficient labour at 'reasonable! wage rates, thc Witwatersrand
industry would have stagnated and some manufaciurers would possibly
have moved elsewhere. The G.W.U. also sought over the years to
establish links with the coastal garment workers. There was a
limited number of coloureds and asiatics iiving in the Transvaal., Con-
sequently, one must be cgutious about drawing any gereral conclusions
about the interrelationship of the coastal and the Witwatersrand

labour and industrial sectors from the G.W.U.'s experience.

- 19. The GuW.U. maintaiped contact with the black workers during the
19%0's (e.g., the pressing episode), and in the mid~1340's enrolled
all the eligible tlack workers into the number iwo branch of the
Union. The G.W.U.'s history indicates that it was the state (i.e.,
through industrial legislation) rather than the G.W.U. administration
who was responsible for the 'fractionalization'! of the workers

emplecyed in the Witwatersrand clothing manufacturing industry.

20, Heppie never focuseg his attention on why Afrikaner workexrs were
attracted to christian-national trade unionism. Besides making
passing reference to the Afrikaner nationalists' views on the
question of non~-white workers (e.g., the need for a job reservation
or quota system, and for separate white and non-white trade unions),

Hepple's work clearly assumes that Afrikaner nationalism had an



inherent appeal for the workers 1.

21, OfMeara de-emphasises the role of Afrikaner nationaiism in
attracting workers to christian-national trade unionism. He traces
the Afrikaner natidnalists‘ successes and failures in their endeavours
to establish or to reform trade unions to the nature of the workers!
océupafion'in their respective industries (e.g., see number 2%}, and
to other economic factors (e.g., the ability of the various tradc

. s . 2
vnions to care for their members'! eccnomic needs) .

22. (A) Although the material examined in the thesis supports O'Meara's
general thrust, it also pocints to a2 number of criticisms in his anaiy-
sis (which is based essentially on an examination of the MW.T., the
G.W.U, and the SQoorbond) 3. Hepple and O'Meara fail to mention the

fact that the G.W.U. had non-white members 4.

(B) Given nis preoccupation witk economic issues, O'Meara under-
plays the role of Afrikaner culture, tradition and language in the
struggle to attract workers o christian-national trade unionism.

PFor example, he fails to state that while the Anglophone character 6f
at least some of the railway trade unions assisted the §£23£§g§g in
enrolling members, the essentially Afrikaner character of the G,W.U.
"leadership helped the G.W.TU, to furn back the challenge of the

Afrikaner nationalists. Although O'lMeara examines the M.W.U. at scume

1, A, Hepple, op. cit., passim,

2. D. O'Meara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South Africa",

op. cit., passim.
3. Ibid.

4, Ibid.; A. Hepple, op. cit.; passim.
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length (eeg., the corrupt and authoritariasn character of the M.W.U.
leadership), he fails to discuss trade union structures in genersal
and the difficulty of successfully undermining a trade union or its

leadership l.

2%. H. Wolpe and others have drawn the distinction between workers
who were direct producers of surplus value (i.e., productive workers)
and wdrke?s who were primarily engaged in the supervision of pro-
ductive labour, The fact that the white and non-white garment
workers were both productive workgers did nothing per se to leséen

the antagonism of the white garment workers to their non-white
colleagues., O'Meafa appears to assert the contrary (for a more

cogent factor see numbers & and 12) 2,

24, (A) The whitg garment workers on the Witwatersrand received,
‘1ittle assistance frbm the N.P. govermment during the 1950's. The
Witwatersrand industry experienced grave econOmié difficulties during
the decade; and in the mid-1950's tﬁe wage rates were lowered for

3. Few whites entéred the industry

all ncw workers iu the industry
and the white workforce dwindled from 8 232 in October 1952 to

% 179 in August 1959 4.

1. D, O'Meara, "Acsault on White Trade Unionism in South Africa",
Opa Cit., paSSim. ) \S
2. -Ibid., pp. 46 footnote 3, 64, 67, 69-70.

3; "Report to the Minister of ILabour by Division B of the Wage Board.

Clothing Industry. Certain Areas", dated 19 April 1961, pp. 29-30.

An, 94€ 1961; The'Garment'Wbrkéf/Dié Kiéféwerker, Edition of Saam-
trek, 10 June 1954, 14 September 1956, , ‘

4. H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., pp. 328, 329-330 table XXX.
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(R) The Witwatersrand industry experienced competition ffom
the coastal factories as well as from an increasing number of inland
Factories, With the exception of factories in places such as |
Kimberley, the inland factories were estéblished in rural areas
where nc wage regulating instrument épplied during the 1950's (anad-
where a largely black workforce was émployed at very low wages) 1.
The establishment of the rural clothing factories broadly fitted
into the govermment'!s policy of decentralising industry in generai
to white areas bordering the black reserves 2. The Native Labouxr
(Settlement.of Disputes) Act made the effective crganisation of the,

black garment workers in the rural factories impossible.

(¢) Du Picanie considercd that the government was Gaking in-
sufficient steps to leszen the competitive'thrust of the rural
cldthing factories vis-a-vis the Germiston industry (thé job reservation
and guota prcvisions of the Industriél Conciliation Act of 1956 were
never used to lessen‘the competitive thrust of the coastal énd rural
clothing factories vis-a-vis the Witwatersrand industry). Du Pisanie
clashed with the N.P. leadership cver the question of the competitive
thrust df'the rural factories and was apparently eased out of his

parliamentary seat in 1961 as a result 3.

1. M"Report to the Ministor of Iabour by Division B of the Wage Board.
Clothing Industry. Certain Areas': dated 29 September 1958, pp. 4, 8.
An. 146 1959; dated 19 April 1961, pp. 29-30. An, 946 1961.

2., Report of Speech given by the Minister of Labour, J. de Klerk,
24 April 1959. G.W.U. Collection; The Star, 16 March 1955; Rand
Déi1'.Méii; 10 September 1958, 6 November 1959.

3. The Sunday Times, 5 March 1961, 30 April 1961; The Star, 4
- August 1961; Rand baiiy-Mail, 22 February 1961.
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Except where otherwise stated, the newspapers and Jjournals are found

at the South African Library, Cape Town.

Amalgamated Engineering Union Monthly Report,. Selected periods.

Die Bianke Werker,

The Building Worker.

Die Burger.

The Cape Times Clipping Collection.

The Eastern Province Herald.

Forum.

Forward,

The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker. ILater

renamed The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker,

Edition of Saamtrek.

‘The Hammner, Organ of the A,F.T.U,

Garment Workers' Union Collection.

The Headlight.

Inspan.

Die Kruithoring.

The Labour Bulletin. ILater renamed the

Jllustrated Bulletin.

The Mine Worker.

The New Era,

Die Oosterlig.

‘Die 0.B.

Rand Daily Mail.

1946~1947.
Selected periods.

Selected periods.

1939-~1941.

Selected periods,

© 1930-1956.

1936-1961..

November 1931,

1941.
1944-1950.
1941~1960,

1943-1947.

Selected pericds.
1945~1947.
Selected periods.

1942-1950.

Selected periods.



Die RepubLlikein

The Saistarf Bulletin,

Die SEEEEL'

The Socialist Review.

.

Garment Workers'! Union Collection.

239

1934-~1938.

193%~-1949.

11933-1950.

August 1945,

The South African Associated Newspapers .Clipping Service.

Folder on J.d.

Newspapers Library,

The South African Railways, Airways and

du Pisanie.

Johannesburg.,

Harbours Artisan Staff Magazine.

The Star.

The Sunday Times.

The Trade Union Bulletin )

Die Transvaler,

A

" Umsebenzi.

African Worker.

Formerly known as The South

The Jonannesburg City Libraxry.

Die Vaderland,

' Die Volksblad.

" 9B sty

The South African Associated

1935-1946.

Selected periods.
Selected peribds.
1941~1954.

.Selected periods.

1927~1936.

Selected periods,

Selected periods;





