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Daar vind h l'.'erskuiwing plaas van di~ 

platteland na die stede. Twee-derdes 

van ons blanke bevolking sit in die 

stede en dia ma8 is daar. !ndien ans 

wil sorg da~_ daar h~ is vir die 

toekoms van die Afrikaner 2 moet ons die 

stad inneem. Indien OY>S di t wil do~_E.:­

dan moet ons die werkers wen. 

Dr. Ao Hertzog 7 1937. 
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PREFA8E 

The years after 1930 witnessed the emergence of the present-day 

National :Party and its eventual victory in the 1948 general election., 

However, little literature has appeared on the white labour movefuent~ 

the Labou.r Party and tf.;.e trade union activities of the Afrik:mer 

natiorialists during the periodo 

The Garment Workers 1 Union was a Witwatersrand-based trade un;i_on 

with a dominant Af11 ikaner !'Jembership. The thesis examines the 

Garment Worker·s' Union rs political hi.sto:.cy between 1930 and 1953. 

The case study was designed to contribute to an understanding of the 

Af'rikaner vvorker and the trade union 1,1ovement., 

As the Garment Workers 1 Union and the Trade Union Cou..'Ylcil of 

South Africa Collections have been sorted and resorted respectively 

since I ca:n:ied out my research, it would be futile to provide box 

or file references for the material cited in the thesis~ I a.m 

unable to provide box re1~erences for the ma ter:i.al cited from the 

Labour Party Collection. 

I wh!li. to express my gx:atituue to t::iose who, unlike many othe:cs, 

allowed me to j_:nterview them. As part of a gui~o quo they remain 

anonymous. 

My appreciation is extended to the officials of the Garment 

Workers' Union for their assiBtance on m;y- numerous visits to t.heir 

offices. 
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I also wish to thank lYirs. A. Cunningham and Misc M. Jacobson 

for allowing me special access to the Gar-illent Workers 1 Union 

Collection after they had closed it for sorting. 

In conclusion, I wish to thank Professor D. Welsh, who took 

over the supervision of the thesis towards the end of the study, 

for his guidance and advice. 
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INTRODUCTION 

A number of organise,tions ranging from the Communist 1Party 

(C.Pe) to Afrikaner nationalist groups have interested themselves 

in the white working class on the Witwatersrand. The varfous 

organisations viewed the labour movement as a means of mobilising 

the workers behind their respective banners. 

Al though numerous communists held promj_nent positions in the 

trade union mo7ement, the C.P. was never able to gain much support ,,,• 
. r 

among the rank and file members~ The ideological.struggle for the 

support of the Afrikaner worke:.c was :yrima1·i1y on.e between white 

class politics and Afrikane~ nationalism. 

Many newly urbanised Airikaner workers were enrL'lled as -Grade 

union mem.be:rs., The Afrikaner working class -oegan to show an in-

clination for white class politics and newly won Afrik2ner support 

contributed to the Ijabour Party's (L. P.,) limited revival en the 
I 

Witwatersrand during the 1930Ys~ 

Afrikaner :nationalists vieweCi the trenc1 with increasing concern 

.and from the mid-1930? s Afrikaner nationalist groups began to focus 

their attention on winning the Afrikaner worker to VAfrikanerdomY. 

The Afrikaner nationalists i tl0 ade union actj.vi ties operated at two 

levels. At the one level, the Afrikaner nationalists attempted to 

wean the workers from ideologies of class.. At the other level, the 

Afrikaner nationalists endeavoured to establish or to reform trade 

1.mions on what they called chi0 istian-nationa1 lines. The Afrikaner 
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nationalists r campaigns against specific trade unions in, inter alia,, 

the mining~ building and clo·Gh:5-ng industries, achieved limited 

success e The Afrikaner natio1;alj_sts, for example ;i finally g:=dnea. 

.control of the Mine Workersi Union at the close of the 1940 1 s, but 

were never ~J.ble to unseat the leadership of the Garment Workers 1 

Union (G.w.u. ). 

The Afrikaner worker from the beginning of the 1940 1 s incre3singly 

abandoned - although he was not necessarily_ ·weaned from - ideologies 

of class. Afrikaner working class support helped the National Party 

(N.P.) to win the 1948 general election and to consolidate its 

position in the 1953 general electione The N .P. goverrJment launched 

an e.ssault on the trade union movement. I~ used the Suppression of 

ComIDunism Act of 1950 as amended in 1951 to remove numerous trade 

unionists from their posts - e.g., E.So Sachs~ the genen'.3.l secretary 

of the G.w.u. (192s - 1952). 

From the mid-l930Ys the G.W.U. had a predominantly Afrikaner 

membership. The G.W.Uo enrolled a large number of non-whites into a 

separate branch of the Union during the 1940 1 s. However, the G.W.U. 

remained exclusively under the control of the white membership until 

1953 when the non-white members were enfranchisedo 

Although he remained an ardent communist, Sachs had been expelled 

from the C.P. at the beginnj_ng of' the 1930 1 s. During the early 

1930 1 s the C.P. attempted to discredit and unseat the Sachs leader­

ship. 

From the mid-1930ts the Sachs leadership propagated a white 

working class ideology and guided the G.W.U. into active participation 

in white class politics (e.go 1 the GoWoU• affiliated to the IJ.P. in 

1947). 
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This broad political case study of the G.W.TJ. focuses its atterd;j.on 

on two themes. An attempt will be mad,e to expl~j.n why the Afrj_kaner 

workers 01 ... the Witwatersrand from the beginning of the 1940; s in-

creasj_ngly threw their s~1pport .behind the H.P., and why they turnea 

away from the L.P. and the United Party. It will be argued that the 

rapid erosion of the L.P. 1 s Afrikaner support base was to a considerable 

extent the consequence of the L.P. 1 s abandonment of the ideological 

struggle. 

The reasons for the Afrikaner nationalists 1 lj.mi ted success in 

their trade union activities in gener.ql and their failure to unseat 

the G. W .• U. leadership in particular are analysed in detail. The 

question why the Afrikaner nationalists faj.led to dislodge the G. W. U. 

leadership requires a broad analysis of the G.W.U. 1 s history. The 

leadershj.p, constitution~ colou~ policy and democratic character of 

the G. W. U. 9 and the Afrikal'.ler nationalists 1 camped.gns against the 

G.W,.U. leadershj_p are examined. The garment workers' experiences 

during the early 1930 1 s help one to understand their views and 

attitudes over the subsequent years. 

~:here is virtually no literature ava:Llable on the L. P. 1 s history 

1 after the early 1930 1 s Limited literature has app0ared on the 

Afrikaner nationalists' ·trade union activities. A • Hepple and more 

r~cently D.0 1Meara have examined the Afrikaner nationalists' trade 

2 union activities generally • Hepple blurs crucial distinctions 

between the va:cious Afri~rnne1· nationalist organisations, while 

1. For example, scattered references can be found on the L.P. in 

H.J. Simons 1 s and R.E. Simons 1 s Class and Colour in South Africa 1850-
, .. -·----· 

1950. I.JJ. Walker's and B. Weinbren 1 s Two Thour5and Car:malties has a 

short section on the L.P. 

2. A. Hepple, Trade Unions in Travail; D. 0 1 Meara, "Analysing 

Afrikaner lJa tionalism: The 1 Christj_an-l'Ja tional 1 Assault on White 
.. 

Trade Unionism in South Africa, 1934-1948'', in African Affair~, vol. 
77 no. 306, Janv.ary 1978, pp. 45-72. 
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O'IVIeara overemphasises the :economic 1 anc1 tends to squeeze events 

and his co~clusions into inaccurate time sequences. Neither writer 

has carried out mo:r·e than superfj_cial resea::.·ch into tb e G.W. U. 1 s 

history. 0 1Meara was probably misled in his analysis of the G.W.U. 

by the G.W.U.'s 1953 election results cit~d in Hepple 1 s work. 

Hepple fails to inform the reader when he provides the election 

results that the G.W.U. 1 s· non-white members were enfranchised 1 • 

H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons deal briefly with the Afrikaner 

nationalists' .t~ade union aotivities in their joint work 2 One of 

the Afrikaner natiom•list organisations, the Nasionale Raad van 

~stees, has published an account of its struggle to gain control 

of the lVIine Workers' Union 3 E.S. Sachs 1s two books on his 

experiences in ·i;he G. W. U. are superficial in content and avoid 

numerous issues 4 Consequently, the thesis makes a significant 

contribution to an und.erstanding of Afrikaner nationalism and class 

politics on the Wi twate:r.·srand. 

The paucity of lit.erature on the areas covered in the study 

necessitated a somewhat unconventional str1.i.cturing of the thesis. 

Conclusionl::l tend to precede the comprehensive discussions on which 

they are based. 

The first part of the thesis deals w:i.th the structures &.nd 

colour policy of the G.w.u. 

l. A. Hepple, op. cit., p. 50. 

2. H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit. 

3. L. Naude, Dr. A. Hertzog, Die Nasionale Partl en die lVIynwerker. 

4. E.S. Sachs: Rebels Daughters; T!1e Choice before South Africa. 
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The second part examine8 the G.W.U. 's history during the fi-rst 

half of the 1930 1 s with the emphasis on the GoPe 1 s African Federation 

of Trade Unions. 

The third part examines the AI'rikaner na·Cionalists 1 campaigns 

and propaganda against the G.W.U. 

The final part examines the L.P., and the G.W.U.'s activities 

in white class politics generally. 



PAitT ONE 

CONSTI~'UTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

ANn ADMINISTRATION 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The South African clothing manufacturing in::ustry emerged with 

the twentieth century. In 1929 there were forty clothing factories 

in the Witwatersrand and Pretoria area 1 • The principal clothing 

manufacturing reeioYrn were the Witwatersrand and the Western Cape 

' which in 1938/1939 manufactured roughly 52 1 7 percent and 33,8 percent 

of the country's production respectivelyo 

TABLE 1 

ROUGH PERCENTAGES OF THE B.EGIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN CLOTHING W1ANUFACTURING Il'ffiUSTRY 2 

YE~ +ITWATERS-· T W1'STERN EASTERN DURBAN RElirAI~;-~--0~~ 
RAND CAPE CAPE C OUl\fTRY 

i---- ----

1938/193911 52,7 33,8 l,O 7,5 5,0 J 
195 2/195 3 _ 5 2, o _3._1_,_3 _ __._ __ 2_, _2 __ J_._8_,_1_..__. ___ 6_-, 4--

A large number of the manufacturers were Jews (many of whom -

generalising from an anecdote or two - were former tailors) 3 ,,. 

Clothing factories could be established with relatively small ini-

tial capital investments and in 1937/'.4938 only 3 percent of the 
r' 

----~---------------- .-.-·"'---·---------
l. H.AoF. Barker, The Econom:<.cs of the Wholesale Clothing Indl:ts·~-

2. Ibid~, Po 101 table XI. 

3. ~-p.e Garment Worke_r/:Oie Klerewerkerf- October 1939; Informal 

interviews, 1978. 



l count:r·y rs clothing factc.cies were owned by publiu companies 

8 

The worL"force cf the emergent Witwatersrand clothing manufac-

t . . d t . ·1 1, •t 2 
ur:i..ng :i.n us ry was pr1m2,~,;-:i. y W111 e , • In the mid-1920 1 ~ a white 

Johannesburg tailors 1 trade union organised the white workers of the 

Johannesburg clothing manufacturing industry into a sepa1·ate section 

of the Unione In the late 1920 1 s the Union organised the white 

workers in the nearby Germiston clothing factories into a branch of 

the Union" In 1934 the tailors with drew from the Ge W" U. (as the 

Union was now known) and established an independent trade union, the 

Tailoring Workerst Industrial Union 3
o 

ThE:: Ge W GU. during the subsequent decades organised the eligible 

non-white workers on the Witwatersrand into a m.:un'ber two branch of 

th6 Union; and organised tbe local (apparently white) millinery 

workers and makers of' i:n.en 1 s hats intc separate branches of the 

union 4
o 

The comparatively low i"•ages of' the clothing manufactuI·ing :Ln-

dustry rs wo:rk:force outside the Witwatersrand i:nhibi ted the G. Vl. U. rs 

ability t0 obtain wage increases for its members.. The G.W.TJ. en-

deavoured to improve the wage standards of the :Lndustry 1 s workforce 

outside the Witwatersrand. 

1. H.A.F. Barker·j ope cit., pp. 196 table XX, 201. 

2. Ibid., PP• 14-15. 

3 • Ib id • 1 p e 3 7 2 • 

4. The Ga:rment Worker/Die Klerewerke~, January/February 1951. 

\. 



TABI.E 2 

.MINIMUl'II WEEKLY WAGE R.ATES (INCLUDiliJG COST OF .LIVING 

ALLOWANC~) OF QUALIPIED FEMALE MACHINISTS AS PRESCRIBED 

BY INDUSTRIAI1 COUNCIL AGREEMENTS l 

9 

l-YE_AR_l--__ T_R_AN_1 ~_..., v_A_&_L_+-__ w_'F_.,s_~_:E_.:.iI._IN_r_c_,APE - . ~ [ EAST_E_<'R_N_c_P._~_P:U_4'_.+-_N_A_'f_'A_L_-;I, 
6d~. l 

1938 

1940 

1946 I 

a. 95 '3 I_ 
* Reflect two categories oi qualified female machinists. 

The G.W.U. organised the unorganised garment ~orkers of Port 

Elizabeth (in 1937), East London (shortly thereafter), Kimberley 

nnd Bloemfontein (both in 1947) into branches of the G.W.U. 
2 

~he G.W.U. established branches in Kingwilliamstown and Potchefstroom 

l. H.A~Ji'. Barlcer, op. cit., pp. 383-386 table XXXIV; The Garment 

Worker/Die J5lerewerker 5 January/February 1953. It must be 

noted that numerous variables (e.g., hours of' work a week and :ratio 

provisions between qualified and unqualified workers) make a 

comparison between regional wage rates only a rough index of the 

actual regional disparities. 

2. H.A.F. Barker~ op. cit., p. 372. 



dv~ring thn 1930 1 s 1 

1. Minutes of G.W.U. Potchefstroom Branch General Meeting, 28 

January 1938. G.W.U. CollP.ction; Mi:::mtes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. 

10 

Meeting, 5 October 1937· T.U.C.S.A. Collection; Die Vaderland~ 

14 June 1937; The Garment Worker/Die Klerew.erker, January/Febrmny 

1951. With the e:ircentions of the Port Elizabeth, I'otchef-

stroo2 and Western Cape branches I have not conducted research 

into the non-Witwatersrand branc:'.:les. The Port Elizabeth and (probably) 

the East London branches were organised on a multi-racial basis. 'l1he 

racial ccimposition of the two branches varied substantially over the 

years (see the racial per'centag~s of the Easte:r'n Province industry 

in table 3 p. l~· The Bloemfontein branch probably had separate 

sect.ions for its wbite and non-white memberso The Kimberley and 

Potchefstroom clothing industries employed essentially coloureds 

and whites respectivelyo The Potchefstroom branch er.rolled. only 

white members. Black workers were largely prohibited by i.ndustrial 

legislation from belonging tlJ registered t:rade v_nions ( e, g. ~ the 

G.W.u.). The Garment Wor~ce~J)ie Klerewerker, ,July/August 1947, 

September/October 1947; H.A.J!'. Barker, op. cit., .PP· ·289-290 table 

XXVII; The Potchefstroom, Po1:t Elizabeth and Western Cape branches 

are discussed elsewhere. 

/ 
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The G" W. U. endea\roured over the years to bring about co-· 

operation among the garment (Le., the workers employed in the 

clothing manufacturing indust:.ny): tailor and textile workersi trade 

unions in South Africa. It focused its attention on establishing 

a national garment vrnrkers 1 trade union (OT.' a. consultative committee 

as a step towards its establishment) with the Durban and Western 

Cape garment workers 1 trade unions 1 

The GaW.Uo also engaged in a nu.mber of 'direct' campaigns in 

the Western Cape< The Ge W. U. established two ephemeral bra11ches in 

competition with the Garment Workers 1. Union of the Cape Peninsula 

(1930-1931, 1935-1938). '.l1he latter campaign included an e:ndeavou .. t' 

to infil t:cate workers who fa-vov.red close co-operation - Le., 

'national unity' - with the G~W.Us into the Garme1;.t Workers' Union 

~----~~-

L e.g~: E.Se Sachs to C~E.Cc, 28 January 1938. G.W~U. Collect~i.on; 

Fi., Ss Sachs to Secretary·~ Tailoring W0rkers 1 Industri.al Union, 2 

·~ December 1936. G.w.u. Collection; E.S~ Sachs to J. Bolton, 23 

September 1935, 22 :November 1938, 15 November 1943 •. G.W.U .. Collec­

~ion; J. Bolton to E.S. Sachs, 26 January 1943, 30 January 1945, 7 
May 1947. G.W.U. Collection; ?resident, Vice-President and General 

Secretary to Secretary, Garment Worke~cs' Industrial Union (NataJ.), 

8 September 1936. G.w.u. Collection; Honorary Secretary to E.S • 

. Sachs, 12 October 1936. G.W~U. Collection; E.s. Sach~ to Secre­

tary, G.W.U.C~P., 2 December 1936. G.W.U. Collection; E.S. Se.chs 

to Executj.ve Committee, G.w.u.c.P., 15 February 1939. G.W.Uo 

Collection; H.. Crawford to General Secretary, G. W,. U., 12 November 

1951. G.W.U. Collection; Minutes of Second National Conf'erence, 

Garment Making Trade Unions, 26 January 1943. G.W.U. Collection; 

Minutes of First Session of the National Conference of Textile and 

Clothing Workers 1 Ti' a de Unions, 30 August 194 7. G. W. U. Collection. 
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of the C&pe Peninsula'~ (G.W.u.c.P.) leadership L• The G.W.U. sub-

sequently took the nascent Cape.Millinery Workers! Union under its 

wing ::>,s a branch of the u-.W. U€ and in tL.>ne launched a CF1.~:npaign among 

Cape Town's garment workers promoting 1 natj.onal u.nityr (194-3-1945); 

and later engaged in a campaign to mobilise support among the 

? 
G.W.u.c.P. 1 s rank and file :for 'national unityt (1954·-1955) ~. 

The Go W. U. was faced with numerous obstacles in its opposition ~ 

to the authoritarian G.W.U.C.P. which espoused a cautious, pare-

chial and tepid type of trade unionism. The G.WeU.C.P. enjoyed the 

1. The 1930-·1931 campaign is discussed at pp. 50-·56. l!'or the 1935-

1938 campaign, e.g.: Mi-nutcs of Executive Committee lVIeei;:'.r1g of the 

S.A.GoW.U., 6 April 1936, 30 May 1936, 22 J\me 1936, 23 Eovember 

1936, 30 December 1936. G.Yr'oU. Collection; E~S. Sachs to E. Viein­

berg, 23 May 1935, 18 June 1935. G.w.u. Collection; Report of E •. 

Weinberg to the First General I'ilembers Meeting o:f the S .A.G. W. U., 3 

June 1935. G.W.U. Collection; Pamphlet issued by the C.D.C. and 

address0d "To All Trade Unj.ons, Trade Unionj_sts and Workei~s" (n. d. ). 

G.W.U .. Collection; Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Tuleetj_ng, 16 August 

1938. T.u.c.s.A. Collectio~; Minutes of the Annual Conference of 

the To & L.C., 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 April 1938, East London, see list 

of affiliated trade unions. T.U.C.S.A. Collection. 

2. 1943-1945 campaign? eog.: P$ Podbrey, Secretary, Cape Millinery 

Workers' Union to Secretary, Millinery Association (Cape)~ 14 Janu­

ary 1944. GoWoU• Collection; P. Podbrey to E.S~ Sachs, 29 October 

. 1943, 2 December 1943, 27 September 1944. Go W. U. Collection; E. So 

Sachs to P. Podbrey, Secretary, Cape Millinery Workers' Union, 15 

May 1944, 22 tTune 1944. G.W.Uo Collection;~Circular advertising 

meeting .in Cape Town on 25 July 1945. G.W.U. Collection; Secre­

tary, Western Province Local Conmlittee T. & L.C. to Members of the 

N.E.C.T. & L.C., 5 November 1945. G.W.Uo Collection; The Garment 

WorkerfDie Kler2werk~, March/April 1945, July/August 1945; 1954-

1955 campaign, e.g.: The Garment Work~erLDie Klerewerker. Edi tio~ 

of Saamtrek1 14 May 1954, 21 May 1954, 28 May 1954, 3 September 

1954, 18 April 1955, 6 May 1955. 
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active support o:f the clothing and millinery marnxfs..::turers .. in its 

organisational struggles with the G.W.U. 1 
1'he only success the 

I 

G.W~U. achieved in its various 1 directt ca.mpaj.gns w~o in 1955 when 

the G~vr .. u.C.,Po agreed to establish a consultatiye committee with 

the G .. W.Ua and the Durban garment workers 1 trade union 2• 

The G., W. U. is experiences in the Western Cape ref'J.ected the 

general di:fficul ty of successfully v::idermj_ning a trade union o:c its 

leadershj.po Although the G.W.U.C.Pe was largely mor:tbund during the 

G.W o u .. rs 1930-1931 campaign~ a C.iscussion on the campaj.gn in pa.ct 

two of the thesis has been extended to provide an example of one 

3 of the G.W.U.'s 1 direct' activities in the Wester'n Capo. .. 

This first part of the thesis examh1es the origin::;, cons ti tu-

tional development 1 colour policy, and the leadership Rtructures 

and perscYJ.ali tj.es of the G. W. u. on the YH twatersrand~ 

1. H. Stuart to Minister of Labour, 26 October 194 6.. G .. W ~ U~ 

Collection; M ... Nicol, "The Garment Workers' Union of the Cap0 Pen­

insul.a and the Garment Workers 1 National Unity Movement 1927-1955", 

Economic Honours 1 TJniversi ty of Cape Tovm, pp. 19, 34-36, 38-42, 

48-49, 57, 60-61, 73, 76-77, 90-93, 95, 1000 For a rough indi-

cation of the G.w.u.c.P. 's racial composition see table 3 (p.11 ). 

2., The Garment Workei':fiiiG Klerewerker 1. }~dition of Saamtrek, 24 

,Tune 1955, 15 ,July 1955. 

3. See p. 50. 
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CHAP'.I'ER II 

E. S. SACHS 1 S STRATEGY FOR TBE 

WHITE WORKING C:LASS 

Sachs was born in 1899 in (accordirig to 

Latvia, and in 1914 - presumably with the rest of the famil:r -

journeyed to South Africa to join his father who had ar:dvec1 on the 

Witwatersrand a number of years previously 1 • The following years 

3aw Sachs employed in a bookstore, in a tra.de sto:;:·e catering for 

blacks (he was obliged to leave the trade after playing a prominent 

role in a strike in 1920), s~Lt fo:c the I1ondon m:xtr:Lcula t:i:o:;:1 exam.ina·· 

·tion i:n 1921, enter the Wi twatersranu University in 1924 as an en-· 

gineering student, and become involved i.n leftist politics (e.g.,, he 

joined the Young Communist League in the early 1920 1 s)e Sachs 

dropped out of university - according to him due to lack of means -
\ 

&nd in 1925 left South Africa and spent ten months in Britain and 

the Soviet Union 
2 

On his return to South Africa, Sachs re-entered the Witwaters-

rand University at the beginning of 1927 to study law and ecor10mics 

L E.S. Sachs 1 s evidence. Eighth day, 17 December 1941, p. 549, :1.n 

"E.s. Sachs vs. yoortrekkerspers Bpk .. " Court record no.: W.L.D. 

(Trial) 107 of 1942; J. Lewis, "Solly Sachs and the Garmerit Wo::i:·kers 1 

Union", in SoiJ.th0rn African Labour History, ed. E. Webster, P- 18L 

2. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerl~, September/October 1951; 

Eo Rouxs SoP• Buntinfr. A Political B}..£.eraEb,Y, Ps 63., 

\ 
\ 
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and obtained part-time er:::ployment as the secretary of the Witwaters­

rand Master Tailors 1 Association 1 ~ ~I.1he Association was an employers 1 

organ:i.sation which cornpri:::ed approx:i.mately one hundred c:::·aftsmen 

who were independent contractors and who had their own worksh0ps and 

2 
employees • It would appear that Sac~s 1 s predecessor as secr~tary, 

a member of the Witwatersrand Tailors' Association (W.T.A.), had 

withdrawn from the post after the W.T.A. had requested him to resign 

3 from the trade union for the duration of his secretaryship 

Nevertheless, Sachs, still a stu~ent and secretary of the employers' 

Association, successfully contested the election :for the vacant 

4 full-t:::..me post of general secretary o:f the W.T.Ao in November 1928 • 
h 

The W.T,.A. was renamed the G.W.U. j_n 1930 ::>. 

1. The Ga,rment Worke:~/J)j_e Klerewerker_, September/October 1951; 

Petitioner 1 s Replying Affidavit, 22 November 1932~ E~S. Sachs vs. 

OQ Pirow, T.P.D., p. 22. Witwatersrand University Library# 

2. E.S. Sachs, Rebels Dau~h_ters, Pc -23; C.F~ Glass, General Secre­

tary to H. Myers, 7 February 1927, G.W.U. Collection; H. Myers Lee, 

Witwatersrand Master Tailors 1 Association to C.F. Glass, Secretary, 

W.T.A., 8 Ma:::-ch 1927. G.W.U. Collection; E .. S. Sachs, Secretary~ 

Witwatersrand Master Tailors 1 Association to Secreta:ry, W.T.A~, 23 

March 1928. G.W.Uo Collection. 

3. H* Myers Lee, Witwatersrand Master Tailors 1 Association to C.Fo 

Glass 1 Secretary, W.T.A. 1 8 March 1927. G.w.u. Collection; C.F. 

Glass, General Secretary to H. Myers, 7 Februa:ry 1927. G.W.U. 

Collection; Petitioner's Replying Affidavit, 22 November 1932. E.S. 

Sachs vs. o. Pirow, T.P.D., p. 22, op. cit. 

4. Petitioner's Replying Affidavit, 22 November 1932. E.s. Sachs 

vs. o. Fil'ow, T.,P~D. 1 p. 22, op. cit.; E.s. Sachs, Rebels Daue;hte .. E~' 

Po 23. 

5. E.S. Sachs 1 s evidence. Eighth day 1 17 December 1941, p. 550, in 

"E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkersp,ers Bpk.", op. cit. 
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In the early 1920 1 s Sachs opposed the admission of bla-cks to 

the Young Commun:Lst League and argued that -t;hey be organised in a 

t . t. 1 separa e associa·ion • Sachs became a leading membi=;r of the C.:P. 

Ir;. the late J_920 1 s the C.P. adopted a trfative Republic' policy .. 

In terms of the 1 N"a.tj.ve Republic l' policy the C. P .. was co::mni tted to 

establishing "an independent South African Native Rep·.;.blic as a 

stage towards the Workers 1 and Peasants 1 'Republic" 2
• 

Despite his expulsion from the C.J?.. in 1931 :tor 11 reforrnist" 

trade union activit;y and the subsequent iritrigue directed by the 

Party at his G~W. u. administration, Sachs, in his rhetoric during 

the early 1930' s, cited the C. P .. as the only Party for the working 

class 3• He flu·ther called for the organisation of trade unions on 

militant working class lines &nd de-emphasised the J:•ol~ of 1 race 

4 and colour 1 in trade union organisation " 

Towards the middle of "the 1930 1 s Sachs began to express views 

which were more consistent w:i.th the policies he was obliged to en-

force in the W.,T .. A. His views remained consistent for· the rest of 

his period in office., Sachs remained a committed communist and a 

2.. s.P .. Bunting, ImJ2erialism. and .south Africa - Report on B~ll.~~~ 

the Delegates of the South African Communi~_.!'.,_c;::i;t;z 1928, p. 52. 

For a det~iled examination of the 1 Native Republic' policy'see H.J. 

Simons and R.E. Simons, Ope cit., pp. 386-415. 

3. Umsebenzi, 4 September 1931; Minutes o:f the Annual Conference 

of the T. & L.C .. : 26, 27, 28 March 1932, Port Elizabeth, p. 18;. l~ 

2, 3 April 1934, Johannesburg, p. 67. T.u.c.s.A. Collection~ 

4.. Minutes of the Annual Conference of the T. & I,.C.: 4, 5, 6 · 

April 1931, Durban, p. 36; 26, 27, 28 March 1932, Port Elizabeth, 

p. 22. 1'.UoC.S.A. Collection. 
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firm admirer of' the 8vv:i..et !Jn:;.ono Howeve:c, he differed with "the 

South African C.P. (which advocated a multi-racial policy) over 

racial strategy,, He also at times argued that the following st&ge 

in South Africa was one of progressive capitalism (i.e., the 

industrialisation of the country under capitalism). 
/ 

Sachs became a protagonist of the formation af parallel and 

sectional trade unions as a means of building up the militancy of, 

and of slowly unifying the white, coloured/asiatic and black workers. 

On the political level the immediate task was to win the whjte worker 

to white working class pol:L tics a He believed tha.t it was an exerci"se 

in futility to try to win the white worker directly to the cause of' 

the multi-racial working class. 

'Racism' between members of the white comnmnj_ty (e .. g~~ antj.­

semitism), as distinct from cultural nationalism, was condemned 

outright.. Sachs argued that if the Afrikaner was to be won to the 

cause of the white working class it w3s necessary to take his 

nationalist sentiments into consideration. In 1938 Sachs wrote 

t~at the labour movement had 

failed to realise that the vast masses of Afrikaners may 

enjoy full rights of citizenshi.p abstractly 1 but irl con­

crete practice they feel as an oppressed nation~ as a 

nation which was tleprived of its independence by violence, 

as a people which suffered cultural, economic and political 

oppression, and the wealth of whose country has been 
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and is being plundc1·ed by foreign capitalists 1 
e 

1. For general state~en"t;s of his views: The Gar·ment Worker/Die 

]:(lerewerker, August 1938 (Quote in text), September 1938, ,January 

1939, March/April 1941~ July/August 1943, September/October 1943, 

November/December 1943, March/ April 194·4-; E. s. Sachs 1 s evidence., 

Fom ... teenth day, 13 September 1945 9 pp& 1186, 1194·-ll 95, :i.n "E~ s. 
S h AB d 1-..,. ·11 rt .L j 'IT·- 1) {m ·r·l) •'QO"Z ac S VS. " e U :J.'eez. \•Ou:::' u recO:r"c IlCe: n .,JJe.•. o ,.1.rJ."' .;. ~, 

of 1945; Reply of E. Se Sachs to the Report Suomi-Gted by A. ,J~ 

Downes. G. W. u. Collection; Minutes of the Annu2.l Conference of 

the T. & LoC., 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 April 1936, Cape Town, pp. BO, 

86. T.u.c.s.A. Collectj_on; E~ Roux to Editor, For:.-a:r·~, 3 April 

1936; EoS• Sachs to Editor, :B'o:rward, 17 April 1936; rHnutes of 

the Full Committee of the (fampaign for Right and Justice? 1 Decem·­

ber 1944. T.u.c.s.A. Collectione 
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CONSTiTUTIOHAL AND RELATED RESPONSES TO 

ETHNIC/RACIAL CHANGES IN THE WORKFORCE 

The Early Years 
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A large proportion of the tailors on the Wi tvvatorsrand at the 

dawn of the twentieth centu:ry were eastern European Jews. iTom the 

close of the nineteenth century ephemeral combinations of maste:r 

tailors emerged on the Witwatersrand and in 1913 the W.JdA~ was 

established' at Johannesburg 1 • Al though the W. T.A. expi:>ritmced a 

few breakaways over the years, it remained the prim.ary tailors' u:nj_on 

in the area and obtained :registration as a trade union under the 

Industrial Conciliation Act of 1924 2 • 

L E.S~ S;:lchs 5 ~ebelE_ Dau~ht~1 p. 25; E. Gitsham ana J.F. ·:rrembath, 

A FiTst Account of Labour cirganisc:it~on in 3cu!_E_~ica, p. 110. 

2. E. Gitsham and J.F. Trembath, op. cit., p. 110; r .-1 
.1.,.?..J to J. Goodman, 

Chairman, Transvaal Garment Workers' Union 9 26 .May 1923.. G.W.U. 

Collection; Convenor to the Commj_ ttee to J. Goodman, 19 J-une 1923. 

G.W.Uo Collection. Whites, coloureJs and asiatics - in contrast 

to blacks - were eligible for membership of registered trade unions. 

When published an industrial council agreement (Le., negotiated by a 

·registered trade union(s) and a registered employers' organisation) 

had the force of law and regulated the entire industry 1 s'wage rates 

and conditions of employment in the area concerned.. Blacks 1 unless 

expressly provided for, were excluded from an industrial council 

agreement's provisions. A Wage :Soard Determination did not apply to 

workers whose wages, etc. 1 were regulated by an i:!1dustrial couno:U 

agreement. An unsatisfactory featu:ee of a Wage Boa~cd Determination 

was that the :Oeterminatio:!1 1 s provisions (e~g", wage scales) remained 
static until either replaced by a :fresh Determination or displaced by 

an industrial council agreement. 
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The W.T.A. Vs inclusive and e:xclu.sive endeavour·s to protect its 

members' wages and conditions of employment are reflected in the 

following examples. On the one hand, the W.T.A. enrolled the white 

workerc of the emergent clothing manufacturing industry into a 

separate section of the Association in the mid-1920 1 s 9 and contem-

plated enrolling coloure·ds and asiatics as members on a few occasions 

during the second half of the 1920 1 s 1 • On the other hand, an in-

dustrial coui1cil agreement in the mid-1920 1 s prohibited blacks from 

performing certain riperations, arid the W. T.A. requested the 1'1inictcr 

of Labour in about 1930 to halt the further influx of foreign tailors 

who were enterj.ng the co1mtry in la:rge numbers. The W ~ T .A. com-

plained that t:i::i.c enforcement machinery was inadequate fiL~d that a 

large number of newly arrived imm.igrsnt tailors worked under sweated 

conditions in contravention of the tailors' industrial couneil 

ti . . 2 
agreemen s provisions • 

From at least 1928 a closed shop provision was included in both 

the W.T.A. 1 s bespoke (i.e., tailo!'ing industr;y-) and factory (i.e., 

1. J. Lewis. "The New Unionism: Industrialisati011 and Industrj.al 

Unions in South Africa 1925-1930 11 , in The South African J,abour 

Bulletin, voL 3 no. 5, March/April 197?, p. 44; M:i.nutes of 

W.T.A.C.E.C. Meeting, 21 February 1929. G.W.U. Collection; E. 

Gitsham and J.F. Trembath, op. cit. ~ p. 110. 

2. H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., p. 335; Memorandum Sub­

mitted by the W.T.A. to the Minister of IJabour in Respect of (A) 

Immigrant Tailors, (B) Bespoke Tailoring Work in Clothing Factories, 

(c) Amendments to the Industrial Conciliation Act (n.d.). G.W.U •. Collect-

ion. Between January 1926 anr1 May 1929 497 white tailors 

(many of' whom were from eastern Europe) assumed domicile in South 

Africa. A ls.rge number settled on the Witwatersrand~ Memorandum 

Submitted by the W.T.A. to the Minister of J,abour, op. cit. 
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.clothing manufacturing industry) industrial council agreements 1 • 

The W. To A. bespoke section's membersh:i.p was estimated to be about 

five hundred in 1928 2• In F~bruary 1931 2 097 whites (of wbom 

1 915 were female), 489 blacks, 12~ colou:reds and 7 asiatics were 

employed in the Witwatersrand and· (virtually non-existent) Pretoria 

1 'h. f t . . d .L 3 c o't ing manu ac ·UrJ.:ng in us i.,ry • While the bulk of the white manu-

facturing industryvs workforce comprised newly urbanised Afrikaner 

females (employed as operatives)~ the ma~jori ty of the small number 

of maJ.e workers consisted of eastern European immigrants 4• The 

Afrikaner female garment workers :lived i.t1 poverty, particularly as 

many of them sent portions of their meagre wages to relatives j_n 

t:i.e rural areas 5 • 

In addition to the cent:i:al executive co:mrnitteP (c.e.0-) which 

consisted of an equal number of bespoke and factory members 1 the 

bespoke and factory sect:i.0ns had the:i.r own comndtt::;es. The patro-

r..ising attj_tude of the skilled members to the Afrikaner women opera~· 

tive members coupled with the Afrikaner Y s lack of interest ir1 thr,i 

1. E.S. Sachs's evid1::mce~ Eighth day, 17 December 1941, p. 562, in 

2. Ibid., p. 552; E.S. Sac;h2 1 Rebel~.Da~hters, pp. 24~ 27. 

3. "Report to the Minister of Labour by· the Wage Bos.rdo Bespoke 

Tailoring and Clothing Manufacturing Industries", dated 23 October 

1931, table 4. Ans. 82 1931·-1932. 

4. E.Se Sachs's evidence. Eighth day, 17 December 1941, P~ 552, 

in "E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekk~~:.:.£.l?J2k;.", op. cit. 

5. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, Ec1itig_p_Ef' Saamtrek, 25 

August 1978; 11 Report to the Minister of Labour by the Wage Board. 

Garment Making Trades 11
, dated 12 April 1935, p. 19. Ans. 99 1936. 

' 



trade union resulted in the }.atte:r playing a minimal role in the 

W.T..A./G.W.U. 1 s decision-making processes. For examplef the 1930 

c.e.,c. appears to have had only one Afrj_kaner member (who wer:> a 

male) 1 • 

The 1931 and 1932 general strikes in the Witwatersrand clothing 

manufacturing industry depleted the G.W. u. Is financj.al resources 2 

The faj.lure of the 1932 strike resulted in, inter alia 1 the abolit1on 

of the closed shop in the manufactl.iring industry 3• Participatio;.1 in 

the ctrikes mobilised a number of Afrikaner fernsle factory members 

who began to agitate for a' greater say in, the affaj_rs of the Union 4 

Sachs 1 s support for the Afrikaner women activists can be expla~,ned 

by 1-iis genuine sympathy for their cause a11d his manoeuvrir..g to 

strengthen his support base in the face of a chal~enge to his leader-

5 ship by a C.P. "fraction" in the GcW.U. The bespoke section 

witharew from the G.W.U. in 1934 with an agreed pcrtior. of the 

1. E. S. Sachs, Rebels Da1:'.:~ht~~.1 p. 24; Minutes of W. T.Ae General 

Meeting, 14 ,January 19300 G.WeU. Collectj_on; Minutes of G.W.U. 

CT-eneral Meeting, 27 January 193lo G.W.U. Co::!..lection; Interview, 

Johannesburg, 29 August 1973. 

2. Minutes of G.W.U. General Meeting, 18 February 1932. G.W.U. 

Collection. For the 1931 and 1932 general strik0s see p. 57. 

3e EoS• Sachsts evidel!Ce" Eighth day, 17 December 1941, P• 562, in 

"E. So Sachs vs. Voortrekkers;eers ~k. 11
, op~ cit. 

4. E.S. Sachs, Rebels Da~E_§l~' pp. 99-100; E1orward., 7 April 1933; 

Intervj.ew, Johannesburg, 29 August 1978. 

5. Int~rview, Johannesburg, 29 August 1978. 



Unionts :funds and formed an l independ<?nt trade uIJ.ion 

mained gene:cal secretary of the G.W "U. 

B. Pressing and Unequal Pay for Equal Work 

24 

Sachs :ce-

DHring the 1~30 1 s blacks performed those jobs (e.g., pressing, 

packing) in the W:i_ twatersrand clothing manufacturing industry which 

were not generally done .by the wb.i te workers 2 • A Wage Bo>::1rd Deter-· 

mi.nation for the industry published 111 1932 brought black :pressers 

on the Witwatersrand under a wage regulating insti.'uru.ent for the 

first time and resulted in c. substantial increase in their wages. 

An endeavour by a number of manuf3ctv_rers to replace the black 

pressers - who. had hi the:t.'tO done m:~rly all the pressing in the in-

dustry - with white male youths met with lj_m~L ted succeE"s c.s the 

white pressers tended *.;o drift to jobs which offered better wages, 

3 advanceme;i1t opportunities, etc. 

A closed shop provision was restored to the G.W.U. 1 s indus­

trial cow:1cil agreement in 1935 4 .. In 1935 a number cf presser 

(and cutter) members of the G.,W.~. approached the Union over blacks 

performing their occupations on the 1932 Wage Board Determination 

---··--·---
1. E.S. Sachs, Rebels-12.._~~~h)ers, p. 100; E.S~ Sachs 1 s evidence. 

Eighth day, 17 December 1941 1 pp. 550, 563, in 11E. S., Sachs vs. 

Voort1'ekkerspers ~.12!~", op. cit. 

2. 11 Interim Report by the Wage Board to ·~he Minister of Labour, 

The :Bespoke Trade and Clothing Manufacturing Industry", dated 20 

July 1931, p. 3. Ans. 56 1931-1932. 

3, "Report to the Minister of Labour by th8 Wage Board. Garment 

Making Trades", dated 12 April 19:'55~ pp~ 16-J_7, 28-29-. An. 99 1936. 

4. E.S. Sachs 1 s evidence. Eighth day~ 17 December 194·1, p. 562, 

in '.'E.S. Sachs vs. Voo:rt!.'ekke1~~:r-s Bpk.", op. cit. 



1 wage scale which wa0 proving detrimental to their wage position 

The G. Wo U. turned to the South African Clothing Workers 1 Union 

(forri8rly the Native ClothiDg Workers 1 U:nio:::i) and provic. ::;d various 

forms of assistance (including financ1al· l:1ans) to help revitalise 

the black union. The G.W.D. hoped that the black unj.011, albeit un-

registered, would be able to negotiate ~ages superior to the Deter-

mination's wage rates with the Transvaal Clothing Manufactu:rers 1 

Association (T.C.M.A.) 2 • The G.W.U. unsuccessfully attempted on 

at least one occasion during the latter 1930 1 s to have the black 

pressers incorporated into the industrial council agreement 3 • 

Tb.c wages of the black pressers remnined at the 1932 Wage Board 

Determination rates throughout the 1930 1 s. Although the white 

pressers obtained slight wae:e improve:r:ients (and the differential 

between their and the black pressers' wage rates increased) as the 

decade progressed, their position did not improve. Manufacturers 

increasingly tended either to dismiss the wbjte pressers or to seek 

1. E.S. Sac.;hs's evidence. Ninth day~ 18 December 1941, p. 621, in 

"E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkerspers Bpk." 1 op. cit. 

of Wage Board Determinations see p. 20 footnote 2. 

For the operation 

2. E.S. Sachs's evidence. Ninth day, 18 December 1941, pp. 621-622, 

in "E.So Sachs vs. Voortrekkerspers Bpk. 11 , op. cit.; G. Makabeni to 

E.S. Sachs, 20 June 1935. G.W.U. Collection; A. Scheepers to G. 

Makabeni, 18 August 1948. G.W.U. Collection; Judgment of Mu:;.·ray J., 

delivered 3 February i942, E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkerpers Bpk., 

W.L.D., quoted in The Garment Wo~ker/Die Klerewerker, January/February 

1942, p. 14. 

3. Proposals for a New Agreement for the Clothing Industry Trans­

vaal Submitted by the G.W.U. at a Joint Meeting with Representatives 

of the T.C.M.A., 15 March 1938. G.W.U. Collection. 
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··exemption for them from the industr·:i_'.'l.l council (whi.::h comprised 

representatives from the G.W.U. and the T.C.M.A.) from the operative 

l .w3ge scale's top rates 

Colov..reJ. Labour and Demands for Representation 

During the 1930Ys coloureds fOrmed an insignificant portion of 

the Witwatersrand clothing manufacturing industry 1 s workforce. For 

example, in 1936 coloureds and asiat:i.cs comprised 2 percent of the 

industry's workforce (i~e., 125 coloureds and 5 asiatics) 2 ~ The 

coloureds were employed in 3 few factories where ·- it would appear -

they did work normally performed by the white workers 3• 

The GoW.:U. had contemplated organising the colourP.ds and 

asiati.cs j_nto the Union on a few occasions during the latter 

1920's 4 ~ A provisional draft of the const:Ltution whiC'11 applied 

during the first portj_on of the 1930 1 s eontained a provision for a 

separate section for non-white members 5 Sachs clairned that the 

G.W.U. successfully established a separate section {i.e., the number 

1. "Report to the Minister of Labour by the Wage ;Board.. Investiga­

tions into the Garment Making Trades, Second Objection Stage", dated 

12 July 1940, p. 4. An. 15 1940-1941; E. S. Sachs to D. Colraine, · 

T.C.M.A., 23 June 1938. G.w.u. Collection. 

2. "Report to the Minister of Labour by the Wage Board. The Garment 

Iv.raking Industry 11
, dated 21 February 1938, p. 5 table 1. An 190 19389 

3. Minutes of W.T.A.C.E.C. Meeting, 21 February 1929. G.W.U. 

Collection; E.S. Sachs 1 Rebels Daughters 9 p. 118. 

4. Minutes of W.T.A.C.E.C. Meeting, 21 February 1929. G.W.U. 

Collection; J. Levds, 11 ~~he New Unionism11
, op. cit. 1 p~ 44. 

5. Constitution Adopted 2 July 1929, Garment Worke:r:s·' Union Trans-

vaal, sec. 4(B). G.W.U. Collection. I was unable to find a 

copy of the constitution in its final form. 
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two b~canch) for the coloured and asiatic workers i.n the mia-19301 s 1 • 

However~ although a number of co1oured·s were en:rolled. into the G.W .uti, 

j_ t would appear that the number two 1-•ranch never really got off the 

2 
ground • The G. W. U. ts 1937 cons tii tu ti on was colour--blind and the 

branches envisaged in its provisions were undoubtedly geographical 

in character 3• 

The South Afrj.can clothing industry e:::perienced expansion as the 

Second World War gained momentum. However, a fair number of white 

garment workers on the Witwatersrand left the ind1~stry - the females 

to more lucrative (-rn1h1loyment i.n m.uni tion factories and a relatively 

insignificant number of males to the armed for·ces 4• 

If the manufacturers were unable to obtain sufficient labour at 

1 reasonable' wage rates, the Witwatersrand industry would stagnate 

and some manufacturers would mo7c to the eoastal areas. Large 

numbers of coloureds ( r1articularly women) were absorbed :into the 

Johannesburg industry. The proportion of coloureds and asiatj_cs in 

the Wi twat:.:::i~si·and industry rose fI·om. 2 percent in 1936 to 22, 1 

percent a decade later (to approx:!-mately 202 asiatics and 2 782 

3. G.W.U. Constitution (n.d.), sec. 11. G.W.U. Collection. 

4. "Proceedings of the Commission of Enqui:ry irito the G. W. U." 

(H'ereafter referred to as G.W.U. Proceedings): J. Breytenbach's 

evidence, 28 March 1949~ p. 1873 1 A. Knoetze 1 s evidence, 20 January 

1949, pp. 478-479. G.W.U. Collection; A. S~heepers's evidence. 

Third day, 8 December 1941, p. 131, in 11E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkers-

;eers Bpk. 11 , op. cit.; "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez" 7 op. cit.; J. 

Cornelius 1 s evidence. Eleventh day, 10 September 2. 945, pp. [-388-8cl9, 
J 

T.J. Ev~ns 1 s evidence. Thirteenth day 1 12 September 1945 1 pp. 1121-
1125. 
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C0,.1..0Ul'eas j • 

The G., W. U. would hav(:; been faced with nuJnerous difficultj_es if 

an independent coloui'ed and asiati.c trade U.."".lion was established. 

In 1941 the G.W. U~ decided to revive the number two branch a11d the 

~oloured and asiatic workers became subject to the closed shop 

2 
provision 

Whilr; the G.w.u. made no move to amend its constitution, it 

restricted its non-white members to aci.;ivi t;';i within thei.:r tr~1nch and 

i:::ontrol of the Union remained exclusively j_n the hands of the (white) 

member:::hip. J"oha:rmesburg general meetings were the final arbi.tcr of 

G.W.Ue affairs 3• In termR of section lO(D) of the constitution: 

Unless otherwise stated, ''general meeting" or "meetir.gs" 

shall mear.. a meeting of the members of the Union em-

ployed in the Magiste1°ial District cf Johannesburg or 

residing :i.n that Dist:d.ct. Members of the UniOll re-

siding or employed out::oide ~chat district may be present 

4 at all meetings with fv.11 rights of membership • 

The constitution contained no restrictions and only if the word.s 

1. "Report by the Vlage Board to the Minister of Labour 011 the 

Clotbing Industry, Union of South Africa", dated 1 IVIay 1956, p. 18 

table 3. An. 704 1956; H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., pp. 289-290 table 

XXVII. The entire coloured population in the Transvaal in 1946 was 

59 986 (of which 29 802 were female). Union Statj_stics for. Fifty 

Years ].910-1960~ p. A4. 

2. The Gar~nt _Yf o:rker/:Die Klere\'.~rk~2._:, May/ J-~me 1949.. Unless other-

wise stated, all references to leadership, cadre, shop stewards' 

meetings, gene:ral meetings, members, etc., are of the vrrd:te 1 section' 

of the G.W~U. 

3. G.W.U~ Constitution (n.d.), sec. 6(a). G.W.U. CoJ.lect:Lon. 

4. Ibid., sec. lO(D). 
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"unless o+.her-wise stated" were Jnter·preied to mecc.n as stated by the 

c.eoc., (o:r previous general meeting) couJ.d such meetings be legally 

restricted to specific branch(es) or race(s). 

The number two branch executive committee considered the S!f:. 

facto position of its branch members to be untenable and towards the 

latter half of 1943 commen0ed an agitation for a say in the affairs 

of the Union 1
c In a letter to the number two branch executive 

committee the c .. e.c., conceded that the request for :cepresentatiOYl on 

the c. e& c. and the industrial cc 1.mciJ. was reascnable from the point 

of view of trade union principle. However, the c.e.c. asserted that 

the overwhelming major·i ty of (white) rank and file members were un-

doubtedly opposed to the· requested representation. The e.e.c. added 

that 

Whilst the comm.ittee recognises the necessity of edu-

eating the masses of European workers to a clear. u:n.der-~ 

standing of the necess:i ty of complete m1ity in tJ:rn 

ranks of the workers, to force so called "unity" upon 

the masses of workers would only result in the enemies 

of the Union being given a handle with which to under-

mine the Union with disastrous results to both European 

2 a;id non-European workers • 

The leading number tvvo branch activists were J. Phillips (the 

chairman of tho branch executive com.mi ttee), Moodley and. Naidoo 

L Discussion between the Representatives of the C.E.C. and the 

Executive Committee of the Number Two Branch, 20 October 1943. G.W.U. 

Collection; Memorandum Submitted by E.s. Sachs to the Liquidator, 

14 December 1950, pp. 11-12. G.W.U. Collection. 

2. E.S. Sachs, General Secretary to Secretary, Nu.,.'Il.ber Two Branch, 

14 September 1943. G.w.u. Collection. 
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claimed -Chat the latter two vvere members of the C P ) 1 
._, . . ' . 

The activists were assj_steci by a leftist member of the G.vr. U6 office. 

staff and had some kind of contact with Johannesbu:rg C. P. members 

generally 
2 

The G.WoU. expelled Moodley and Naidoo from the Union 

(one·of them was readmitted to the Union a fev: months later) and 

dissolved the number two.branch executive cormnittee in late Decem-

ber 19.43/ early 1944 3 • 

The Afrikaner nationalist onslaught against the G.w.u. in 1944 

over ·~;he inclusion of colcu:reds in the Union and. their employment as 

operatives in the industJ'.'y facilitated an improvement in relations 

between the G.W.U. leadership and the number two branch. A nmTLoer 

t.<so branch shop stewards meeting elected a new branch executive 

1. Memorandw:n Su.bmi tted by E. s. Sachs to the Liquidator, l4 Dec2mbe1~ 

1950, p. 12. G.W.U. Collection; Cir0ular addressed to all G.W.U. 

Number Two Branch Shop Stewards 1 11 ,Jl:<.ne 1953. G.¥:. U. Collection; 

Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.0. lYleet:i.ng? 16 lVlay 1944. G.W.u. Collect:Lon; 

I:;...-1terview, Johannesb·o.rg, 29 August 19;/8; A. Scheepers 1 s evidence, 

11 May 1949, p. 2293, in "G.W.U. Proceedings", op~ cit. 

2. Mi.nutes of Special Meeting o:f the G.Yr .U.C.E.C. and Shop Stewards 

of' the Nu.mber Two Branch, 27 IVIay 1944. G.W. Uo Collect~.011; Memoran­

dum Submitted by E. s. Sachs to the J,j_quidator, 14 December 1950? pp .. 

12-13. G.W. U. Collection; Di.scussion between the Representativc:s of· 

the C .E. C. and the Executive Com.mi ttee of. the Number Two Brancb.~ 20 

October 1943. G~W.U. Collection; E.S .. Sachs, General Secretary to 

Secretary, Number Two Branch 1 14 Sert ember 194·5. G. W. U. Collectior1; 

Interview, Johannesburg, 29 August 1978. 

3. Joint inte:r"view, Johannesburg, 3 July 1978; Memorandum Su·D­

mitted by E.S. Sachs to the Liquidator, 14 December 1950, pp. 12-13. 

G.W. U. Collection; The Garment Worker/Die Kler·ewerker, March/ April 

1944; E.S. Sachsts evidence, 30 November 1948, p. 342, in "G.W.U. 

Proceedings", op. citd 
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core.mi ttee in about miu-,.1944 (many of the members of the dissolved 
, 

executive COJJ1mi ttee were re··-elected) .L 

D. Black Women Become Members 

The p'roportion of blacks in the Witwatersrand clothing manufacturing 

industr;)' 1 s workforce increased from 9, 3 percent in 1936 to 23, 9 percent 

in 1946 
2

• Notwithstandj_ng the :raciel tensions in the Union, the G,,W.U. 

leadership in 1944 turned i·i:;s attention ·co the b:::..ack workers in the 

industry. After pressure from the G.W.U. the industrial council eaused 

proceedings to be initiated in the Transvaal Provincial Division of 

the Supreme Court. In December 1944 the Court held - contrary to the 

general belief and practice - that there was n loophole in the law and 

that black women in the Johannesburg area essentially fell within the 

ambit of the Industrial Conciliation Act of 1937. Although the 

Court restricted its attention to black women in the Johannesburg area, 

it would appear from the judgment that black women generally wer.~ 

essentially eligible for membership of registered trade unions 3• 

1!1 rictj_on had previously er"!.i_pted between coloured and black workers 

in the industry and there was some resistance among the coloured members 

to tbe G~ V{. U. 1 s decision to organise the eligible black vrnmen - who 

1. Minutes of' Special Meeting of the G.W.U.C.E.C. and Shop Stewards nf 

the number •rwo Branch, 27 May 1944. G. W. U. Collection; Joint inter--

view, Johannesburg, 3 July 1978. The word cadre is utilised to 

denote the core and chief Johannesburg activists and ideologues in the 

G.W.U. leadersilip. The wo:ck leadership is used to describe the c.e.c. 

and the Union's leading officials as a unit. For an examination of 

the leadership and cadre see pp. 36-40. 

2. "Report by t:he Wage Board to the Minister of Labour on the Clothing 

Industry, Union of South Africa 11
, dateu 1 May 1956, p. 18 table 3. An. 

704 1956. 

3. E.S. Sachs, Rebels Dau~hters, pp. 115-116, 126; Judgment of Solomon 

A.J.P., delivered 22 December 1944, w. Baloyi and C. Okolo vs. The 
Industrial Council for the Clothing Industry (Transvaal), T.:P.D., quoted 
in The Garme~Worker,{Die_ Klerew~rirn..r, January/February 19L~5, pp. 5-8 •. 
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then became subject to the closed shup - into the numbe:c two branch 1 

E .. Towards a New Constitution 

By the close of 1945 the outline of a new const].t·ution had been 

drawn up and a co ec c. sub-commj_ttee had been appointed to draft the 

2 constitution However, it was only in 1949 that attention was 

given to its introduction~ The pr·oposed constitution which was 

approved by a shop stewards meeting in m:i.d-1949 sought in practice to 

provine for a. mul ti-:T.'acial f1.'anchise while p:ceserving the segregated 

structure of the Transvaal branches 3• 

From the mid-1940ts the Germiston branchrs members increasingly 

opposed the G~W ,, U., leadership rs policj.es and views and J.eaned towards 

Th G • t b h .J.. • • tt I"' b \ e ermis on ranc execuuive commi ee 1..1.r~ .ecc.) was 

dissolved by the c .. e .. c~ in 1948 4 • The G~W.U,. cadre's decision to 

press ahead with the constitution was probably influenced by the 

weakening of its support base (albeit still considerable) among the 

(white) membership,and the growing loyalty of the numbe::::- two branch 

leaders to it 5
e 

lo E.S. Sachs's evidence, 8 February 1949 7 p. 989 1 in "G.W.U. Pro­

ceedi.ngs", op. cit .. ; H. du Preez, Organiser Nu..rnber Two Branch. Re­

port on Organisation, 2 March 1943 - 29 June 1943. G .• W. U., Collectione 

2. Minutes of a Joint Meeting of a Sub-Committee of the G.w.v.c.E.C. 

and the lifumber Two Branch, 6 December 1945. G.W.U~ Collection. 

3. Minutes of G.WeU. Shop Stewards Meeting, 7 May 1949, 4 .June 1949. G.W.U. 

Collection. The number two branch was granted representation 

on the industrial coux1cil in late 1948/begin:ning of 1949. E. s. 
Sachsrs evidence, 7 February 1949 1 p. 957, in "G.W.U. Proceedings", 

op. 

4. 

cit. 
'· 

See pp. 126-165. 

Joint interview, Johannesburg, 3 July 1978. 
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One of the three constitutional amendments approved at a s~ecial 

general meeting in February 1950 empowered a national congress, which 

would comprise delegates from all the G.W.U.'s branches, to amend the 

constitution 
1

. Afrikaner nation2lj_st activists apparently failed 

to appreciate that the G.W.U.'s constitution contained no racial 

re,strictions and that th-e Union's non-,.Transvaal branches had a pre-

dominantly non-white illembership; for, while mention was made of the 

2 three amendments, the national congress amendment drew no criticism 

As required by the Industrial Conciliation Act of 1937, the indus-

trial registrar considered the amendments and - relevant to the dis-

cussion - duly approved and registered the amendment in regard to 

the national congress 3 • 

Delegates from most of the G.W.U.'s branches .1 • -L. ··· wnive, non-white 

and mixed - attended the national congress which was held at the 

close of 1950. The number of delegates per brancb was d.etermined by 

4 their membership strength • As no G.b.e.c. existed to elect the 

branch's four delegates, a ballot was held among the branch's 

membership 5 •. White delegates retained a numerical edge at the 

1. E.S. Sachs to Registrar of Trade Unions, 3 January 1950. G.W.U~ 

Collection; The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerke:r, March/April 1950. 

2. Die Transvaler, 10 February 1950 .. 

3. Secretary of Labour to E.S. Sachs, 17 February 1950. G.W.U. 

Collection. 

4. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewe~ker, January/February 195L 

5. Minutes of G.w.u.c.E.C. Meeting, 20 November 1950Q G.W.U. 

Collection. 
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The draft constitutio;J was colour-blh1d. It wa.s (apparently 

unanimously) approved by the congress 
2

• The constitutiun provided 

for branches, according to their numerical strength, to elect dele·-

gate(s) to ai1 all-powerful national cou.""J.cil. The national council 

would in turn elect the Cof.'oC., The g::meral secretary was to be 

1 t d b b 11 ' ~ tb b h" ) e ec e ·:i a a o·c o.i. ~e mem ers ip · • The constitution's pro-

visions were aimed at co:r:.:fj.ning whi te/non·-whi te contact largely t,o 

the· central leadership leveL A ·motj.on proposed after the _adopt'..i.on 

of the constitution that the constitution be submitted to the 

(white) l'lembers of the W:i.twc.tersrand for consider·ation rece"ived only 

the support of the two Germiston delegates who had moved it 4 ~ 

Two more national congrssses were subsequently held to approve 

a number of minor amendments to the constituticn required by the in-

5 <lustrial registrar The industrial registrar couJ.d not legally 

refuse to register a constj_tution which complied with the provisi.ons 

of the Industrial Concilia·cion Act of 1937. Whether b;'jr design or 

6 
otherwise, tl1e constitution was only registered in February 1953 • 

1. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, J'anuary/February 1951. 

2. Ibid. 

3. Draft Constitution of the G~W.U .. of South Africa, l December 

1950, secs. 6(1), 6(3), 6(5)A, 8(1), 9-10. G.w.u. Collection. 

4. The Ga:r.me:ot Worker/Die Kler~verker, January/February 1951.. 

5. Minutes of the National Conference of Delegates of B~ca:nches of 

the G.w.u., 24 January 1953. G.WoU• Collection., 

6. Constitution of the Garment Workers' Union of So"Uth Africa. 

Approved by the Industrial Registrar on the 13th February 1953. 

G.W.U. Collection. 
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Industrial Conciliation Act 
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Within months of the registration of the new co:1sti tut ion, the 

black women member.R were compelled to withdraw from the G.W.U. on 

the promulgation of the Native I1abour (Settlement of Disputes) Act 

of 1953. The Act, which did not recognise black trade unions, rcgu·-

lated the position of black workers and removed black women from the 

1 
ambit of the Industrial Conciliation Act of 1937 ~. 

Al though the Sc"t.lth Afriean Clothing Workers 1 Union was in exis-

tence, the black women garment workers established an independent 

2 
trade union, the Garment Workers 1 Uxdon of African Women 

.1. The Native Labour (Settlement of Disputes Act), No- 48 of 1953, 

passim. 

2. Minutes of the G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeti:i.1g~ 31 January 1955, 18 April 

1955. G.w.u. Collection. 
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CHAPTER IV 

INTERNAL MECHAlHCS AND ADMINISTRATION 

A. The Garment Workers' Union Leadership 

With one or two e:v~ceptions~ the women who entered the industry 

around the first years of the 1930 1 s and who were to play leading 

roles in the affairs of the G.W.U. during the following decades were 

Afrikaners 1 • D. Hartwell (the future Mrs. Sachs) had an Eng1ish 
. . 2 

father and an Afrikaans mother • Sachs tried to influence the 

emei'ging women leaders and also sought over the years to encourage 

' 
the election of likely leftist G.W.U. members into leadership 

positions 3 • 

The cadre which emerged after the withdrawal of the bespoke 

section from the G.W.U. in 1934 was - with the exception of Sachs -

female. During-the 1930 1 s various members of the cadre engaged in 

organisational activi:ty outside the clothing industry (e.g., among 

white tobacco and sweet workers) and visited the Soviet Union as 

G.W.U. (or in the case of Hartwell as a nominal Sweet Workers' 

------------
1. M. Begg to Editor, Rand Daily Mail, letter dated 17 May 1952. 

G.W.U. Collection; The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, September/ 

October 1951. 

2. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker 2 Edi ti on oz_ Saa~trek, 25 

February 1955. 

3. For an example of a Sachs protegee see p. 102 footnote 1. 
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Union) delegates 
1

• Gn their !'eturn from the Soviet Union a few of 

the delegates shared their impressj_ons wj.th the membership at factory 

meetings, in articles in the 0rgan of the c+.W. U. (g:he _Garrne1?-t Worker/ 

Die K~erewerker), etc. 
2 

The Cornelius sisters played prominent 

roles in the Anti-Fascist JJeague which was in existence roughly 

between 1934 and 1937 3 •· A. Scheepers and D~ Hartwell became firmly 

rooted in the socialist tradition 1 while the Cornelius sisters, 

4 Heste± and Johanna, adopted far left views 

to have joined the C.P. 5 

J. Cornelius is lmown 

1. Minutes of the First Meeting of the Combined Shop Com.mi ttees of 

the G.w.u., 12 September 1938. G.W~U. Collection; E.S. Sachs 1 o 

e~ridence, 9 February 1949, p. 1011, in 11 GcW.Ue Proceedings 11
1 op. eit.; 

\ 

Minutes of the Annual Conference of the T. & L.C., 25, 26, 27s 28, 29 

M[;lrch 1940, Cape Town, pp. 23-24~ T.u.c.s.A. Collection. 

2 .- The Garment Worker/Die Klerewer~t.:::::_, January 19391 February 1939; 

Report of Meetings Held at Germiston Factories d.urj_ng JE::nuary, 15 

February 1939 , s. Venter. G.W. u. Collection; Minutes of G.W. U. 

Potchefstroom Branch General Meeting, 24 January 1939. G.W. U~ 

Collection. 

3. Forward, 15 February 1935, )1 January 1936, 24 April 1936; IJeaeue 

Against Fascism and War, Transvaal Committee 1936, Natal Campaign. 

Report by H. Cornelius. G.w.u. Collection. 

The Anti-Fascist League which directed its attention to the G:t'ey­

shirt organisation and similar bodies was establishe~ by and was 

initially under the direct control of the South African Trades and 

Labour Council. Minutes of T. & L.C .N .E. C. I\'Ieeting, 16 October 1934. 

T. U. C. S .A. Collection; Minutes of the Annua1 Conference o:f the J\, & 

L ... C.: 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 April 1935 1 :Curban, pp. 57-58, 98; 10, 11, 

12, 13, 14 April 1939, Kimberleyy pp. 92-95. T.u.c.s.A. Collection. 

4. e.g. 1 The Garment Work:er/:Oie Klerew~~-' February 1939, May 

1939, October 1939, November/December 19.cH; ivI:i.nutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. 

Meeting, 30 April 1943. G.W.U. Collection. 

5. Louw, JJiquidator to J. Cornelius, 27 Ji'ebruary 1952. G.W.U. 

Collection. 
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The G.W.U. held rolitical training clasBes at least du:cing 

1935 1
q For a few years from 1938 the Cornelius sisters gave a 

Sachs and Ho Cornelius were the respective editors of the 

Englisb and Afrikaans sectj.ons of ~):le Ga:rment Worker/Die Klerewerker 

which firs c appeared in late 1936. The journal, pa::..·tic111arly up till 

1945, laudea the Soviet Union and propagated cornmmj_sm.. However, the 

' journal paradoxically declined to endorse mul ti--racial.ism; it 

suppo:;::-ted white class political organisations a,;.-:i.d favoured sectional 

and parallel trade w1ionisrn.. On oc cas:Lo~1 the journal attacked the 

Afrikaans churches 2.nd thGir clergy for their at.tacks on the G~·ir. U. 3 

The G. W. U. constj.tution of 1937 remaixrnd in force l.m'til February 

1953. In terms of the constitution the ma~agement of the C6W.U. was 

1. E.S. Sachs to Editor, :Die Re,.Eub~. GeW.U .. Co11cction. 

2 .. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 1.0 January 194.0. G.W.Uo Collec­

tj_on; H. Cornelius 1 s evidence. Fourteenth day, 13 September 1945, 

pp. 1177-1178, in "E. s. Sachs vs. _1LJ3. du Proez 11
, op. cit.; Report 

of _j~_G. W. l2.!._Co1?fili~sion of Eri:.9.,.u:Lq, pa:r..s~ 335-336. U. G. 16 19500 

3. The Ga:r:ment Worker/Die Kler.~~.2:_ke_E., eog.,, August 1938, January/ 

February 1941, Marc11/Ap:t.'il 1941 5 September/October 1943, Novemb8r/ 

December 1943, March/ April 19!~4, IVIa;y / JUY.J.e 1944, Septern.bsr/October 

1944, March/April 1946, January/February-·1947., ln the judgments of 

two successful defamation actions b:r-ougbt by Sachs (in 1941/1942 and 

1945) the use o:f tho journal to propagate communism end to laud the 

Soviet Union was criticised. Judgment of Murray J.,, op. cit~, 

quoted in The _Garment Wor)-::er/Di~~f.er~!:'~i·:\s_er.:_, January/February 1942, 

p. 13; Judgment o:f Neser J·a, delivered 24 October 1945, E.S. Sc:.ehs 

vs. A •. B. du Preez, W oL.D., quoted in T:hc:_ Garment Worker/Die KJ.erE:~ 

we~ker 1 November/December 1945, p .. 17. 
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vested in the c.,e0Ce whioh comprised a general secreta:r·y (who had 

no vote), a president (who had a u deliberativeff vote) J a viceM• 

president and twenty other elected members. Co-optation was per-

mitted and the c.e~c. alvrnys co-.o}!ted a number of Germiston branch 

. 1 
members • 

The key cadre members were Sachs, A. Scheepers (president), and 

J~ Cornelius (national organiser)., Sachs had a pervasive and domi-

:aant influence in shaping G,,W. U. policy and i:?:l.8pired ·:he Union's 

poli·acal activities 'Nhich ranged from the Uni.on 1 s estcblishment of 

'the Independent Labol:.r Party in 1943 to the Union 1 s affiliattoz1 to 

the L.,Po in 1947. Scheepers and J., Cornelius either zupported or 

2 
acquiesced in the G.W. U. ts politic al activities • 

Although the c~eec. on occasion showed resolve, it was in 

general ULl1ike1y to go against the policy adopted by the cadres 

C .. e .. c. members in genera} and cadre members in pa1•ticular on a few 

occasions challenged Sachs at c., e. c .. meE~tings even on relatively 

insignificant issues; acrimonious exchanges occv.rred betwe::m Sachs 

and other cadre members. Al though Sachs was the dominant personali t;y 

in the G. W .. Ue leadership, he was certa:tnly no autoc::cat 3 • 

The G .. W.,U .. Commission of Enquiry du:r-ing 1948/1949~ and the 

L G~W.U. Constit~tion (n.do), secs. 6(B), 6(D) 1 6(I), 8(A). 

G.w.u. Collection. It would appear that. the G., b4 e. c .. elected the 

members who were co-opted to the c~e.c. 

2. Intervievi, Johannesbu:cg, 29 August 1973; Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. 

Meeting, 28 February 1940. G. W. U. Collection. 

3. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 27 <Tuly 1936, 27 September 1939~ 

G.w.u. Collection; A8 Scheepers~s eviJence, ll May 1949, pp. 2308, 

2310, in "G.W.TJ. Proceedings 11
, op. cit.; ~erioEt of tl2;0·W.U. 

Commission of' En.9.._ui~.:,y_~ par. 47. U.G. 16 1950. 
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Industrial I,egislation Cvruniss:i.on during 1950 del~red into the Go W. U. ts 

financial c::i.ffai:rs. Neither of the comndss:Lons could unearth any 

financ:l.al illsgality on tne paJ7t of the G.vr.u .. 1 leadershig • A number 

of loans (most of them interest free) had been made to G~W~U~ offi~ 

cials 1 and large amounts had been paid ov.t of thE: off id.a.ls t provi-

( 
. \ 2 

dent fund established i.n 1947) :froni i:viay 194B The latter payments 

probably reflected the concern among the ca a.re over the l\T. P. 1 s 

~ 
victor·y in tl1e May 1.948 gen.eral election _, 

A few of the GcW~U~ Commission of Enq1J.iry 1 s 1non-financ:ial 1 

crit:i.cisms of the Go W 6 Uo leadersh:Lp v o co:riduct 9 such as the refusal to 

admit Germiston members to the September 1948 Johannesburg general 

meeting, were justified 4 ~ 

-----~-------------·-·-

L u:Proceedine;s of the Industrial Legi:::;lation Commission of E:c.quiry 11
: 

15 July 1950, pp~ 12 856-12 882; 21 July 1950, Auditor's Supplemen­

tary Report. G~ W. U. 0ollectj_on; g~_por·L-~-i1~~-G6 W ._ U. Com.rnissi.on o:f 

~nq_uiry, pars. 28, 47-49, 51-52, 55-56, 599 U.G. 16 1950. 

2Q Report of the GcW.U. Commi~>sion of :_g;~.i:r7, pars. 4'7, 49, 56. 

U.G. 16 1950. 

3. For the consternation that the N .. P. 1 s victory caused among the 

cadre see p. 143. 

4o Re12o:d of the G.W.U. Con:nnj_c-:sj_2E_....:::I_ __ E~92:::1-r_L, pars~: (A. Knoetze) 

84-85, 87 1 89-92, 106-108, 110$ 112; (September 1948 meeting) 182-

183y 188-191, 194-197, 383-410; (affiliation to the L.P.) 214-223; 

(bribery) 289-293, 297--308 •. U.Go 16 1950. For the September 1948 

meeting see p. 146. 

f 



Democracy and the Cortstitution 

Besid2s its Western Cape activity 1 the only branch which the 

GoW.U. had when the 1937 constitution was being drawn up was the 

l nearby Germiston b.canch which had been established in 1928 The 

constitution utilised Johannesburg general meetings as the means 

whereby the membership maj_ntained cont)~Ol ove:c tbe G~Vi,, Ue 

The G.W.U. 1 s constitution provided that the c.e.c. (with the 

exception of the general secretary) was elected by a ballot at a 

general meeting for a one tG three ye'ar pe:d.od "as the meeting may 

a.eciden 2 The general secretary was elected at a general meeting 

for a three year period (no mention was made of a ballot) 3• Tb.e 

general secretary was in practice elected by a show of handso 

General meetings were to be held at least once every three 

months 4 A special general meeting could be requisitioned by 

5 twenty members signing a request ~ A general meeting could by a 

majority vote 'recall the c.e~c. or any of itz member(s) and could 

dem&nd the resignation of any paid employee of' the Union - provided 

6 that at least two hundred members supported the majority vote • 

7 The general secretary could also be dischareed by the c.e.c. _____________________ , 
1. E.S. Sachs's .evidence. Eighth day, 17 December 1941, p. 577, in 

11E.S. Sachs vs. y~trek)£~~" 7 op. cit. 

2. G .. W ~ UG Constitution (n,d.) 1 sec a 6(13). G. W. U. Collection. 

3. Ibid., sec .. 8 (E). 

4. Ibid., sec. 10. 

5. Ibid., sec. 10 (A). 

6. Ibid.~ sec. 8 (F). 

7. Ibid., sec. 8 (E). 

r 
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An J:ndustr:i.al agreement had. to ~e approved oy a special general 

l meeting A:ff iliation to cny organi2atj.on had to be approved by 

f:!:ve-sixths of the members p1·esent at Ci special general meeting 

2 "callee'. for the purpose of d:i.scussing affilio.tion to other bodies" 

The c~e.c. was granted "full control over the affa:Lrs of branches, 

shall define the area of· jurisdiction of branches and may dissolve 

any branch if it deems it necessary" 3• 

The constitutional provif>ion which required ·that general meet.in.gs 

be held every three months was not adhered to from at least the mid-

1940 1 s as the membership was reluctant tc attend meetings uuleas 

important issues~ such as a new industrial co1mcil agreement, i'1ere to 

. 4 be discussed • Elections for all the G.W.U. positions were poorly 

contested and not infre:quent1y all the candidates for the c.e.c* 
I:;. 

found themselves appointed to the execut:Lv-e ·'. T?:te general show of 

hands means of voting P.t gener·al meeti.ngs on motions of confidence, 

politic al issues, etc., inhibited opposition to the G. W. U. leadership~ 

1. Ibid~, secw 15(A). 

2. Ibid., sec. 21. The aff iliaticn provision was net adhered to 

when· the G.W.U. affiliated to the Labour Party in 1947. See 
p. 208. 

3. G.W.u. Constitution (n~ct.), sec. ll(B)~ G.W.U. Collection. 

The dissolution provision was generally utilised in practice to 

dissolve branch executive committees (and not the branches themselves). 

4. The Garment Worker/])ie Klerewe~ke~, March/April 1949. 

5. MirnJ.tes of G. W. U. General Meeting 7 1 October 1942 ~ 14 September 

1943, 5 October 1944 1 17 Pebruary 1948 (Minute in the form of a 

statement), 19 March 1951. G. W. UQ Collection; The Ga~ment Wo~ker/ 
Die Klerewerker, March/April 1947. 



c. Conditio~s cf Service 

Li t·de industrial uErest. occm~red in the industry over econ0~nic 

issues after ·che 1932 strike., The most serious unrest was in 1943 

when the T.C.M.A. responded to a go-slow strike by enforcing a short­

lived lockout in the industry 1 • The 1932 arbi tI·ation award reduced 
') 

the wage rates in the industry by 10 percent~. For example, the 

vmge rate of qualified female machinists (female machinists were the 

main group in the industi:y) was reduced from fifty shillings a week 

- a wage paid before Sachs became general secretary - to forty-fivi 

shillings 3• The reduction was subsequently made up by tvvo equal 

wage increases of two Ghillj_ngs and sixpence a week and in 1937 a 

10 percent wage inc:rease caiHe j.nto operation which lifted the wages 

4 of qualified female machiniets to fifty-five shillings a week ~ 

The real wages of the workers remainE::d relatively static as the.last 

·---------
1. I.L. Walker and B. Wein~ren, op. cit., p. 301. 

2. Report by Arb~_trator. Appointed by Represe1:.tatj_ves of i;he Em­

ployers and Employees ss Members of a Conciliation Board Appointed 

by the Mj_nister of JJabour to Consider and Determine 8. Dispute be-­

tween the T.C.M.A. anfr the G.W.U. (Transvaal) {n.d.)~ G.W.U. 

Collection. 

3. Minority Report by A. Scheepers, p. 5, in "Report by the Wage 

Board to the Minister of r,abour on the Clothing Industry, Union of South 

A:frica"-, dated 1 Nlay 1956. An. 704 1956; "Government Notice"~ l.408, 

17 August 1928. During the in:L tial period of employment the mini·-

mum wage rate s:Lowly increased in terms o:f a sliding scale u.."YJ.til the 

"qualified" rate was reached. 

4. !'Report to the Nlinister of Labour b;y the Wage Board. Investiga­

tions into the Garment Making Trades, Objection Stage", dated 19 

August 1939, p. 11. An. 11 1940; "The Garment vYorker/J?:Le Klere­

:-!_erke~, July 1937. 
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~rears of the 1930 1 s saw the retail price index ( 11 all items") :fo:c the 

Wj.t\'latersrand edge up for the first time dv.ring the decade 1
6 The 

membE>;t'S obtained other be::-iefi ts such as an unemployment benefit fund 

introduced at the close of the 1930 1 s 2 • 

The weekly wage of qualj_fied female machinists was 55 8 in 1938, 

90s in 1946 and 134 8 /2a .i;c} 1953 3• '.!:he length of the work-week was 

.steadily reduced and in 1948 an o.rbi tre.t:i.on award granted a forty 

hour work-week 4 ~ Al tho~i.gh the retail p:cice index ("all i tems 11 ) 

for the Witwatersrand rose from 100 in 1938 to 132,5 in 1946 and 

189 1 8 in 1953, the wage improvements rd'lected a substant:Lal real 

5 increasP- in the wage .rates 

1. Union Statistics for Fifty Years 191-.0-1960, p,. H23. 

2. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, June 1939 9 July 1939, 

October 19390 

3. H.A.F. Barker, op. cj_t., PPe 382-383 table XXXIV; The Garment 

Worker/Die Kler2~~:erker.1 January/February 1953~ 

4. H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., pp. 382-383 table XXXIV; The Garment 

Worker/Die KlereweI'ker, July/August 1948. 
. . . . ' . . . - . 

5.. Union Stati.stics for J:'i.!~x_ Years 1910--1960, p., H23., 
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CHA:PTER V 

IN'l1RODUCTION 

This part of the thesis examines the G. W ~ U. Y s history between 

1930 and 1934. In part;icula:t, the role of' a number of C. Po members 

in GcW.Uo affairs, and the C.J?., 1 s attempt to discredit and v11.SE:2.'t 

the Sachs administration are dj.scussed, Al tb.ongh the two occurred at 

different times, the C, .P. vs intrigue against the Sachs ad.m:Lnistration 

provides a comparable example to the Afrikaner n:ationa1:tsts 1 attemr.ts 

to unseat the G .. W.U. administration. 

This chapter examines the C.P.'s trade union policy and o:rgani-· 

sations; and j_ntroduc8s a :"!umber of' G~P. mertbers who were active in 

G.W.U .. affairs. 

In December 192 6 ti:1e Indust:c:ia.1 and Commercial Workers 1 Union1 s 

(I.c.u.) National Council executive) narrowly approved a 

resolution which required lJnj.on officials who were members of the 

C. P. either to relinquish their I'arty membership or to resign their 

office in the I.e. u. Three of the five c.,1~* I!lembers on the Natj_onal 

Council declined to l'esig11 from the Party. T'.Ge three were summarily 

expelled from the I. C. U. '.rhey wer·e the Cape provinc~ial secretary; 

J. Gomas (a coloured)~ the general secretary, J~ La Guma (a coloured) 1 

and the finance sec:L'etary, EeJ. Khaile. The annual conference of 

the I.C.U~ in early 1927 approved a motion that prohibited its 



members from identifying themselves i:::l any way with the 1 C.P. 

t+ 7 

The C. P. responded to its diffi0ul t posj_tion in the I. C. U ~ by 

erigaging in an intensive organisational campaign amo::..g black wo.rkers 

on the v?itwatel'srand. The chief organiserG were B. Weinbren (a 

Latvian immigrant who had arrj_vecl in South Africa as a chi2.d) and' 

T.W. Thibedi. During 1927 the two established a number of' small 

2 
black trade unions 

Early in 1928 the I.CaU. split, with the Natal branches breaking 

away to form an indE.}.-'endent organisation, the I..Co U. Yase NataL 

3 Numerous other splj .. ts and breakaways followed throughout the co-u.ntry ., 

On the other hand 9 the C.P.'s trade w1ion activists continued to 

establish" black trade unions. In March 1928 a South African Federa·-

tion of Non-European Trade Unio:!'.l.s was established on the Witwaters-

rand. Weinbren became the chairman, and ~:hibedi the chief organi:;;e:r. 

cum secretary of the Ji1ederat1on. Towards the close of 1928 Weinbren 
, 

put the me::nbership of the Federation 1 s affiliates at approximately 

ten thousand 4
o While in no way concealing its political sympathies 

5 the Federation concentrated on general trade union matters -

1. H.J. Simons end R.E. Simons, op. cit., pp. 266, 354-355; E. Roux, 

Time Longer than -~_s;pe, p. 172; P.L. Wickins, The Industrial and 

Commercial Workers' Union of Afrj_cs., p. 107. 

2. E. Roux, S.P. Bunting, p. 82; I.L. Walker and E. Weinbren, op. 

cit., p. XX. A notable feature of the period was the number of 

eastern European j_mmigrants who participated in leftist politics. 

3. E. Roux, Time J::£!1ger than Rope, pp. 185-186. 

4. Ibid., p. 218; H.J. Simons and R.E. ~-.... 1.mons, op • cit., P• 400; 

E. Roux 1 S.P~nting, pp. 82-83; Forward, 21 April 1944. 

i:; T Lewis, "The New Unio:q.ism", op~ cit., p. 43. _, ~- u .• 
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Much to Thibedi' s displeasure La Guma was brought up fr·om Cape 
• I 

Town in late 1928 to be secretary of the Jfoderat:Lon~ By late Sep-

tember 1929 Thibedi was back as secretary, La Gu.ma having b9en 

suspended from the C. P. for "poli ~ical unreliability 11 1 • Weinbren 

resigned his Federation post in January 1930 when he accepted a 

2 trade-union job in Cape-Town • 

Black trade unionism ueclined on the Witwatersrand. The J!\:!de-

ration was revived :i.n 193~ as a broad militant movement which 

arranged or participated_ in, among other thinge, demonstrations of 

the unemployed and pass burning campaigns. The African Federation 
I 

of Trade Unions' - as the Federation was renamed - neglect of :i;eneral 

trade unionism ensured that the revival endeavour achieved minimal 

success. At the begi:p.ning of 1932 only two trade unions were 

affiliated to the Federation, the Native Clothing Workers' Union 

(N. C. W • U.) and the Afric::m Laundry Workers 1 Union 3 

The C.P. broadly fellowed a 'go it alone' policy at the be­

ginning of the 1930 1 s 4• On the labour front white and non-white 

trade unions were to be brought under the leo.dership of the Federa--

tion. The trade unions were to adopt a revolutionary stance and 

play a vital role in bringing about the 'Native Republic' 5• 

"Industrial conciliation" (i.e., working within industrial legis-

lation) was rejected and the Federation was to place an alternative 

1. E. Roux, ~ime Longer than Rope, p. 218; The South African 

Worker, 30 September 1929 (Quote in text). 

2~ The South African Worker~ 31 J·anuary 1930; E.S. Sachs's evidence, 

3 May 1949, p. 2028, in "G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit. 

3. H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit.~ pp. 44-4-445, 457. 

4. Ibid., pp. 438-465. 

5. Umsebenzi, 20 February 1931, 7 August 1931. 
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"revolutionary leadersi1i!'" before the factory, m:Jne and farm 

k 1 wor eI's • By working within 1 class collaboration' legislation the 

"reformist" trade union le"'ders retarded the revolutionary potential 

of' the workars. In Septew.ber 1931 a number of "reformist" trade 

unionists, who were engaged in white trade union acti;vj_ ty, were 

purged from the c.:r. Those expelled from the Party were E.S. Sachs, 

W.Ho Andrews, C. Tyler, B. Weinbren and F. KlenernJan (Mrs. F. 

Glass) 2• 

1. Ibid., 4 September 1931, 18 September 1931 (Quotes in text), 

20 October 1931. Black trade unions were in any event excluded 

from the Industrial Conciliation Act's machinery. 

2. Umsebenzi, 4 September 1931. 
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CHAPTER VI 

THE CAPE TOWN CAMPAIGN: 1930-1931 

Although this chapter is closely related to the C.J?. theme, 

the Cape Town campaign is discussed i>:1 detail to provide an example 

of OD•~ of the G., W. U o 
1 s t direct: ca.mpaigns in the Western.. Cape 1 

The comparatively low wages of the Western Cape clothing manu-

:Lacturing industry Y s workforce weakened the G. W. U., 1 s a.bilj_ty to 

0bt~in wage increases for its members 2
o With the G.W.U.C.P. 

virtually mm:·:i.bund there was little prospect of a worthwhile in­

crease in the Western Cape industry's wage rates 3
o 

At the turn o:f the C..;cade the Western Cape clothing manufac-

tvxing industry obtained the bulk of government contracts by 

1,. For a short summary of the G.W.U. 1 s 1 direc:t campaigns 1 see 
pp. 12-14. 

2. The Western Ca}Je industry was regulated by a Wage Beard Determi­

nation of 1928 which provided, for example, a wage of forty shillingB 

a week for qualified female machinists. ·The comparative vvage on the 

Wi tvvatersrand was fifty shillings a week. Government Gazette, 8 

June 1928, cited in lYi. Nicol, op .• cit., p. 130; "Government Notice", 

no. 1408, 17 August 1928; Minority Report by A. Scheepers, p. 5, in 
"Report by the Wage Board to the Minister of Labour on the Clothing 

/ 

Industry, Union of South Africa", dated l May 1956. An. 704 1956; 
"Report to the Minister of Labour by the Wage Board.. Investigations 

into the Garment Making Trades, Objection Stage", dated 19 August 

1939, p. 11. An. 11 1940. 

M. Nicol, op. 17. 
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1 undercutting its Witw1::.1tersrana. counterpart In January 1930 t~~e 

G.WoU~ decided to establish a garment workers' trade union in Cape 

Town in the hope that it woul~ obtain increased wages, etc., for 

the workers. In late January 1930 Weinbren resigned as chairman of 

the Federation when he accepted a post as the G.W.U. 1 s organiser in 

2 
Cape Tovm • 

The general employment of coloureds in the Western Cape as 

artisans and factory workers was refl-:::cted in the largely multi-

racial (i.e., white - coloured) character of the local trade union 

movement - e.g., the G.W.U.C.P. In Pebru.ary 1931 there were 715 

whites~ 2 blacks, 39 asj.atics and 1 920 coloureds employed in tt1e 
?; 

loc2l clothing manufacturing industry -'. 

On his arrj.val in Cape Town Weinb:cen set about organj_sing 

garment and laundry workers; he establishe'1 a new garment workers' 

trade union, the S~uth African Garment Workers t Union (of which he 

became secretary), and a laundry workers r trade U...""lion (of which he 

became chairman) 4• 

Al though there is ev~_dence that the Cape Proirince Federation of 

1. "Report to the Minister of Labour by the Wage Board. Bespoke 

Tailoring and Clothing Manufacturing Industries", dated 23 October 

1931, pp. 4-5. Ans. 82 1931-1932; Cape Times, 20 December 1929. 

2. The South African Worker_, 31 Ja.nuary 1930; E. S. Sa ch 1 s evidence, 

3 May 1949, p. 2028, in 11 G.W.U. Proeeedings", op. cit. 

3~ ·'\\Report to. the Minister of ·Labour by the Wage Board. Bespoke 

Tailoring and Clothing Mam.llfacti1ring Industries", dated 23 October· 

1931, table 2. Ans; 82 ~931-1932. 
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Iiabour UY:i.ons (to which the G.Vl.U.C.P. ·na'B aff:Uiated) endeavou:r·ed 

to revive the G.W.U.C.P. during 1930-1931, the local garment worke1·s' 

1 
trade union remained largely mor~_bund - ~ Weinbren later recalled that 

he was engaged in an "uphill n struggle with the Cape Province F·edera-

tion of Labour Unions (C.P.F.L.U.) in his organisational activity 

and he blamed the Federation for a rumour that the Sc·cth African 

Garment Workers' Union (S.A.G.W.U.) was out to oust the coloured 

wo:rkers arid to replace them with ( Johe.rmesburc;) whi.tes. '.Che Tumour 

was fanned by a coloured speaker at a:'.1 African National Congress 
0 

(A.N.C.) meeting on the Grand Parade ~. The speaker may have 

sought to discredit the C.P. as a result of the factionalism within 

3 the Western Cape A.N.C. 

The 1 creeping' depression hindered Weinbre1'l in his organisa·· 

tional CEt!!tpaign. Employers made their opposition to the S .A. G, W. U. 

clear to their workers and the Cape Wholesale Clothing and Shirt 

Manufacturers' Association refused to h~ve anything to do with 

1. Stat6ment by E. S. Sachs (n. d.). G. W. U. Collection; Nineteenth 

Annual Report, Cape Federation of Labour Uni.ans. R. Stuart's 

Report, 31 December 1931. G.w.u. Collection. 

2. Forvvard, 19 l'iiay 1944; B. Weinbren to E.S. Sachs, 24 Ju.ly 1930 •. 

G. W. U. Collection. 'lhe proportion of whites i.n the Wes tern Cape 

clothj.ng manufacturing industry 1 s workforce increased from 12, 85 

percent in February 1926 to 26,7 percent in February 1931. "Report 

by the Wage Board to the lVIinister of Labour, Clothing Manufacturing 

Industry", dated 20 July 1929, p. 8. An. 145 1929 Second Session; 

"Report to the Minister of Labour by the Wage :Soard. Bespoke 'I'ailor­

ing and Clothiug Manufacturing Industries", dated 23 October 1931, 

table 2. Ans. 82 1931-1932. 

3. The A.N.C. drew support from the coloured comm.unity. For foot­

note and text see P. Walshe, The Rise of African Nationa~2:§.m in 

South Africa. The African National Congr~ 191~-1952, pp. 179-182. 
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the lTnj_on 1 
e 

In the above circumstances the 8.AoG.W.U. had little prospect 

of any organisational successo I.L1 September 1930 the SoA.G.W.U. had 

a paying mem-bershi:i: of 110 2 .. Weinbren resigned his post in early 

1931 when he accepted an offer to be_corue secretary of the Reef 

(N t . m d ) A . t t . i U · 3 a ive ~1:ra e .ss:i.s an s nJ.on • He was succeeded ss secreta=y 

by J. Gomas, a tailor by trade, who h3.d been involved with the 

S .,A. G-.W. U 6 for a considerable period 4, J~ La Gum.<:i became president 

of the Union probabl:I' towards the middle of the year 5 .. 

In 1930 the South African Trade Union Congress (to which the 

G.,W.u. was affil:l.ated) induced the parochis.lly~:m.inded c,.P.F.L.U. to 

endorse its plan for a national trade mlion 1all-in 1 co1derence to 

discuss the formatton oi' a naticnal trade union federc.tion., At the 

tall-in' conference held in October 1930 and attended by thirty-e:ight 

1. B. W ei:::ibren to E. S. Sachs, 2!1- Ju}.y 1930~ G.W. U. Collection; 

Weinbren to Secretary, Cape Wholesale Clothing, and Shirt Manufac­

turers 1 Associe.tion, 27 August 1930. G. W. iJ. Collection; J, Laite,' 

Secretary, Cape Wholesale Clothing and 8hirt Manufacturers' Associa­

tion to B. Weinbren, 30 Aueust 1930. G.W.U. Collection. 

2. B. Weinbren to E.S. Sachs, 11 September 1930. G.W.U. Collection. 

3. I.L. Walker an~ B. WeinbTen, op. cit., p. 181. 

4. J. Gomas, Secretary, S.A.G.W.U. to E.S. Sachs, 15 August 193L 

G.w.u. Collection; H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons~ op. cit., p. 383. 

It ·is doubtful whether Gomas as secretary received a wage from 

the G.W. U. 

5. Cape Times, 27 October 193L It is p:!:'obaole that La Guma's 

presidency (and indeed his involvement with the S.A.G.W.U.) dates 

back to his fl~ll :reinstatement in the C.P. around about June 1931. 

H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., p. 449. 
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trsde unions it was decided to form a nation<:-:11 trade union federatj_on~ 

the South African Trades a:qd Labour Council (1.1 • & L.C.). The S0uth 

African Trade Union Congress dissolved itself at the close of 1930 

with a recommendation to all its affiliates to affiliate to the 

T. & L.C., and also transferred its funds to the new federation; 

th~ c.j.F.L.U. declined to take any steps in this regard and in 

February 1931 a member of its ex.ecutive launched a slashing attack 

on the T. & L.C. In August 1931 the T. & L.C. established a Cape 

district committee of the T. & L.C. (c.a.c.) in competition with the 

C.P.J!1.L.U. 1 

The Wage Board Determination was breached in spirit and i~ 

2 
fac~ In August 1931 th'e S.A.G.W.U. blundered by organising a 

strike at the African Clothing factory" The issv_c involved a ;:;mr.11 

number of relatively well-paid male workers in a large factory and. 

the strike call was only partially successful ( th1:: strike subse-­

quently ended ignominiously) 3• 

Gomas had appealed to the G.W e U. for financia:!.. assista~ce :i.n 

anticipation of the strike 4• Once the st:riirn had begun Gomas wired 

the T. & JJ.C. 1 s national executive committee (T. & JJ.c.n.e.c.) for 

. l.. K.H. Wi_lliams, "The Resolution o:f Cape-Transvaal. Conflict in the 

Trade Union Movement of South Africa 11
, PP.• 5-8., University of Cape 

Town Library. 

2. J. Gomas to E. S. Sachs, 24 June 1931. GeW. U. Collection; Ca;e~ 

Times, 25 August 1931. 

3. ~r. Gomas to E. s. Sachs 1 15 August 193L G. Vf. Uo Collection; 

Cape Times, 20 1 21, 22, 23 1 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 August 1931* 

4. Jo Gomas to E.G. Sachs, 15 August 1931. G.WeU. Collection. 
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\ 

financial assistance j_ c The G. W ~ U. despatched two of its off.icials 

(the vice-president, M. Mi.lle:r 1 and the organiser, G., Malan) to 

Cape ~own and contributed approximately four hundred poi;.nds to the 

strike fund 
2

• The T .. & L.C. issued an appeal to all its af:t':Uiates 

3 for financial assistance for the S.A.G.W.U. 

Evans, the secretary ::if tbe G.W.U.C.P., connemned the strike as 

an unjustifiable disturbance of a portion of the industry at a time 

of serious depression 4 • A C.PoF.L.U. executive meeting dis-~ 

sociated itself from Evans 1 s statement "after a lengthy and heated 

. . . 5 discussion" • Far from grasping this limited show of support the 

6 strike p:cotagonists responded by vilifying t.he C. P,.l!, .L. U. The 

T. & L.C. had thrown its we~ght behind the strike and· the prest~Lge 
I 

of the T. & L.Ce and the S.A.G.W.U. rested on its success. 

Lack of material makes it diffic1.ilt to give an accurate a.:;co:rr.di 

of the C.P~'s doctrinal dispute over its 1go it aloLe 1 policy which 

spilled over into the S.A.G.W.U. The C.P. at the time was largE:ly 

1.. Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 25 August 1931. T.U.C.S.A. 

Collection. 

2. Report by rvr~ Miller on Position in Cape Town, 4 September 1931. 

~.w.u. Collection; Statement by E.s. Sachs (n.d.). G.W.U. Collection. 

3 .. MiYmtes'of ~L & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 22 September 1931. T.U.c.s.A. 

Collection; W. Andrews, T. & L,C., to Secretary, B.W.I.U. 1 29 August 

1931. T. U .c. S ,A. Collection. 

4. M. Nicol, op. cit., p. 26. 

5. C.P.F.L.U. Executive Minutes, 27 August 1931, cited in M. Nicol, 

op. cit., p. 131. 

6. Cape Times, 29 August 1931; Circular, 29 August 1931, cited in 

M. Nicol, op. cit., p. 26. 
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under the de facto c0.c.trol of D. Wolton and to a much lesser exLent 

L. Bach, . a recent Latvian immigrant to South Africa 1 • , Bach actively 

assisted in the strike and WCIS one of the two C.P. members \'!l10, to 

the dismay of the chairman of the C.d.c., opposed the broad appeal 

for assistHnce made by the S.A.G.W.U. 
2 

Bach appealed to the C.P. 

headquarters in Johannesburg for support for his stands It would 

appear that the C.P. headquarters instructed the S.A.G.W.U. leader-

ship ( i. e. 1 Gomas and La Gwna) to "pu:csue an independent line" and 

to refuse aid from any "non party" trade union~ La Guma fj,led a 

counter-complaint against Bach and was expelled fro,m the C. P. in 

October 1931 3 • 

Although Sachs was expelled from the C.P. in early September 

1931 there is no evidence that the G.W.U.'s post-strike loss of 

interest in the Western Cape venture was involuntary - i~e., that 

relat~ .. ons were broken off by the S.A. G. W. U. as a ::::·esul t of the 

C.P.'s 'go it alone' policy 4 Sinc2 Weinbren 1 s departure the 

S.A.G.W.U. had gone its own way and the G.W.U. became preocnupied 

with its industrial difficulties on the Wi twatersrana. • In any 

e-vent, the struggling S.A.G.W .U. socin became extinct. 

1. HaJ~ Simons and R.,E. Simons, op. cit .. , p. 448; E. Roux 1 S.P .. 

Bunting, pp. 128, 135. 

2. A. Forsyth, CoDeC., to Vf. Andrews, Secretary, T. & L.C., 3 

September 1931. G. W. U. Collection; C~e. T_imes, 2 September 1931. 

3. H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., pp. 4~9-450. 

4. Um_sebenzi, 4 September 1931; J. Gomas, Secreta1•yJ S.A.G.W.U. 

to E.S. Sachs, 18 September 1931. G.W.U. Collection. 
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Faced with a depression intensified by the competitive thru~t 

of the Western Cape industry, the T.C.M.A. in 1931 sought ~ub-

stantially to reduce the wages of their white, colom·ed and. asiatic 

workers. Negotiations for a new industrial council agreement broke 

down and shortly before the Christmas season the G.W.U. called its 

factory members out. on strike. Given the differential in occupa·-

tions betwe€n the white and black wo1'kers the strike brought the 

industry to a virtuc:l standstill and the black workers were locked 

l out ., After approximately three weEdrn the T.C.M.A. agreed to renew 
,.., 
L 

the old industrial council agreement for a furthe1· nine months ~ 

Approximately 1'ive thousand pounds had been spent on the strike ar,d 

the G.W.U.'s resources were severely depleted 3 

1. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, October 1936; H.L. du 

Plessis, "Die Vakbondwes_e in Suia Afrika met_£,P.£,siale Verwysing na 

die Klerewerkersunie :r. For iWaster of Commerce. Potche:fstroom TJni-------.. , 
versity, 1955, pp., 185-186; The Hammer, November 1931. 

2. H.L. du Plessis, op. cit., p. 186; Je Lewis, 11 The Germiston 

By-election of J.932: The State and the White Working Class during 

the Depression 11 ~ University of the Witwatersrand African Studies 

Seminar, 20 March 1978, p. 5. Witwatersrand UniYersity Library. 

3e Minutes of G.W.U. General Meeting~ 18 February 1932. G.WeU• 

Collectione 
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The 0 .. P,, press 1 s (Frus~1zi} The Hammer) stand at the close of 

1931 was inconsisten-c v'li th the Party 1 s pol:L,~y during the S .A. G.W _ U. 

strike in Cape Town earl~...:~r in the year., Tbe C~P .. press criticised 

the T. & L.C. for excluding the communists Gomas, Bach and L& Guma 

when the Coun.cil had paid the fines of' the picketers who had been 

arrested during the Cape Town strike 1 ,, The O .. P, press also casti-

gated the G.W. u. for its failure to form a united front with the 

black workers in the Witwatersrand st:!'.'ike and for not providing -

in the words of The Hammer - "a penny relief ••• to the native 

workers 8•• despite the fac:t that many other unions have contributed 

2 
money towai"ds the strike fu~1d" 

Contact had occurred over the years between the N .c .w. U. and 

t "'e. G W U 3 
u • • • The Secretary of the N.c.w.u., G. Makabeni, was ex-

pelled from the C.P .. in March 1932. The C~Po stated that Makabeni 

had opposed the Party's suggestion that the IJ •. O.W.U. sever its links 

with the G.w.u., and that be had also consistently championed th-:; 

cause of 0.P. Bunting who had been eY.pelled from the C.P. in Sep-

tember 1931 4 Makabeni led the N .C. W. U. - whose membership had 

dwindled as a result of the depression, etc. - out of the A:friea:::i 

Federation of Trade Unions (A.F.T.U.) 5 • 

1. Umsebenzi; 13 November 1931; 1he Ha~~' November 1931. 

The Hammer, November 1931; See also Umsebenzi, 13 November 1931, 
\ 

27 November 1931. 

3. Minutes of W.T.A.C.E.C. Meeting, 12 August 1929. G.W.U. Collec­

tion; The Hammer 7 November 1931. 

4. U:wsebGnzi, 4 March 1932; E~ Roux 1 SoP. Bu..YJ.ti~, PP.- 135, 138-

139, 141-142. 

5. E. Roux, S.P. Bunting_1 pp. 141-142. 
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Although the industrial council agreement had been extended, 

no truce preve.iled in the industry~ The manufacturers viewed the 

G.W~U. with hostility and an attempt was made to est8.blish a rival 

'bossec yellow ticket union'. The industrial council agreement was 

breached in fact as well as in spirit 1 ~ 

While the economy in general by mid-1932 vms on the way to re-

covery, the publication of a depression-influenced Wage Board De~er-

mination :for the South African clothiil.g manuf'actu.rir..g industry 

exacerbated the wagp differ-::ntial between the Western Cape and the 

Witwatersrand. The Determination's wage rates were substantially 

inferior to those in the G.W.U. - ~·.c.:;vr.A. industrial council agree-

men-c. Howev(~r, the Determination brought the semi-skilled. black' 

workers in the Witwatersrand industry un<lc:;r a wage regulating 

instrument for the first time and resulted :Ln a substant:Lal incr~a.se 

2 in their wages 

The rr. C .M.A. refused either to negotiate a new ind"..lstri.P.l 

council agreement with the G.W.U. or to renew the old or;e. Instead 

the G. W. U. was presented with a :fai_!_ actJOID:QJ:.~: a 10 pe:ccent re-~ 

duction in wages from the 1st September 1932. The old industrial 

council agreement expired on the 15th August 1932 and a few manu-

facturers in Germiston and Johannesburg declirJ.ed to wait for the 

new month be:fore reducing wages. Strikes iILLmediately broke out 

1. J. Lewis, "The Germiston By-election", op. cit~, p. 5. 

2. "Report to the Minister of Labour by the Wage Bo&rd. Garmen.t 

Making Trades", dated 12 Ap:r.il 1935, pp~ 16--17~ 28. Ans .. 99 J.936; 

"Report to the Minister cf JJabour by the Wage Board. Garment 

Making Trades", dated 21 February 1938, pp .. 51-52. An. 190 1938; 

H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., p. 19; M. Nicol, op. cit.r p. 28. 
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The serious unemployment position in the i:ndustl'y had greatly 

hampered the G.W.U.'s efforts to rebuild its funds after the 1931 

strj_ke. The G. W. U. 's to.embers were also deepl~r divided over the 

strike ques·tion. Consequently, the G.W.U. initially allowed the 

st~ike to develop on a piecemeal basis. It later called a general 

2 strike in the industry 

Humerous G.w.u. members, particularly at Germiston, scabbed. 

The result was a stream of clashes between the picketers on the one 

side and the scabs and police on the other 3• 

An important parliam€.:<:J.tary by-electio!l was scheduled in Germi.s-

ton towards the end of the year and the ruling National Party (N.P.) 

ftared the effects of a protracted strike on its election prospect. 

The connection suggested by Sachs and J. ~Lewis between the brutal 

conduct of the police and the government'.s wish to end the strike 

4 seems u...'1likely • The police's conduet undoubtedly damaged the 

government's cause. 

L E. S. Sachs to Axel, 18 August 1932~ G.W. Uo Collection; Circular 

issued by the G.w.u., 24 August 1932. 

19, 23 1 24 August 1932. 

G.w.u. Collection; 

2 .. - E.oS• Sachs, Rebels Dau~hters~ pp# 87 1 89-91. 

Caue Times, __.:..;,r ___ • 

3. ~imes, 19, 23, 24; 30 August 1932, l, 2, 6, 9 .September 

1932; Rand Daily Mail~ 23 August 1932, 9 September 1932, 10 

September 1932. 

4. J. Lewis, "The Germiston By-·election of 1932", op. cit., PP• 

5-6; E.S. Sachs, Tl~.e Choice before South Af.rica, p. 74. 'l'he N.,P. 

was not the same N.P. which won the 1948 general election.. See J;. 73. 
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I1eading members of the N.P., worked behind the scenes in an 

effort to settle the dispute. Sachs was warned that if he obstructed 

1 the peace efforts he would be derorted The G-ermfston manufac-

turers added another ingredient to the unrest by threatening to move 

their factories to the coaatal areas. A worried Germiston Town 

Council despatched a deputation to o. Pirow, the Minister of .Tustice 

and the acting Minister of Mines and Industries 2 • Pircw personally 

intervened in the strike during the first week in September 1932. 

Although his proposal was tentatively accepted by the partiPs 1 it 

was not brought to fruition 5• 

By the second week in September the strike was in some organi-

sational difficulty, >vi th a hardcore of approximately f5.ve hund:red 

workers holding out on strike in Johannesburg 4 • The Minister of 

Labour, F .. Creswell, intervened and managed to bring the G-'!f.U. <:1nd 

the T. C .M.A. together w:l th alJ. agreement to submit the wage issue to 

an arbitr2tor to be appointed by him 5 • 

A Ca Po "fraction" was <;stablished in the G.W a U. in 1930 and 

strengthened (or possibly revived) towards the end of 1931 (unde:c 

the A .F. T. U. 1 s wing)" The "fraction" advocated opposition to the 

1. Affidavit by G. Mnla:n, 14 November l:J32. E.S. Sachs vs. o. l'irow~ 

T~P.D., p. 14, op. cit.; E.S. Sachs, Rebels Daughters, p. 93. 

2. ~e Times, 2 September 1932. 

3. Ibid., 5, 6, 7, 8 September 1932; Ran.d_Daily_Mail, 5 September 

1932, 7 September 1932. I am unable to be more specific in 

regard to the above. 

4. ~e Time~, 3, 7, 8, 9 September l932. 

5. Ibid~, 9 September 1932 1 12 September 1932; Rand Daily Mail, 

9, 10 1 12 September 1932. 
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Sachs administration and a militant line. in regard to wages and 

J. cond:L tj_ons of employment " Leading w~dte communists - e.,g. 9 E. R.oux, 

L Diamond, M. Wolton - provided assistance in Johannesburg du.ring 

the st:i:ike 
2 ~ The C.P .. press criticised the Sachs administration 

for its failure to broaden the strike and to .involve the locked c:.it 

black workers 3 • '.ehe A.F.T.U., opposed the arbitratim.1 and Bach ~nd 

members of the "fraction" (includj_ng Ray Adler ana. Kitty Keiser) 

distributed pamphlets and alleged tbat "Sachs is a crook; he is 

4 selling us to the bosses" • 

The arb·i tr a tor, the chief magistrate of Johannesburg (Hd Br:i_tten), 

granted the maximum reduction :Ln w2,ges stj.pulated in h.i.s terms of 

reference (ice,, 10 percent). He based his decision on the differ­

ential in wages between the Witwatersrand and the coastal ~reas 5 ~ 
---------·--

1. Umsebenzi, 21 Augv.Dt 1931, 27 November 1931; Minutes of Mass 

Trial against Members of the G.W.U. (Transvaal), also Members of the 

A.F.T.U., 6 April 1933. G.w.u. Collection; J. Breytenbach 1 s evi­

dence, 28 March 1949, p. 1874, in "G'"W.U. Proe:eec1ings"> op. cit. 

2. ~ Daily Mail, 10 September 1932; MinuT.es of Mass Trial against 

Members of the G.W.Uo (Transvaal), also Members of the A.F.T.u., 27 

March 1933, 6 April 1933. G.,W.U. Collection. 

3. Umsebenzi, 10 September 1931. 

4. E.S. Sachs's evidence. Tenth day, 19 December 1941, p. 723, in 

"E. s. Sachs vs. Voortrekkerspers :Spk. 11 , op. cit. (Quote in text h D. 

Hartwell's evidence, 18 May 1949, p. 2340, j_n "G.W.U. Proceedings"; 

op. cit. 

5. Report by the Arbitrator. Appointed by Representatives of the 

Employers and Employees as Members of a Conciliation Board Appointed 

by the Minister of LabouI' to Consider and Determine a Dispute be­

tween the T.C.M.A. and the G.W.U. (Transvaal)- GoW.U. Collection; 

Ra~Daily Maj_l, 12 September 1932. 
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On the :»th November 1932 Sa ch~~ together 'rfi th fo~.::.r members of the 

C.P. (I. Diamond, E. Roux, J. Kalk and D. Welton) were banished from 

tlie ·Witwatersrand for a year ;;_nder the E.iotous Assemblies Act for 

~reati~g hostility between the reces. Pirow ju~tified his conduct 

in terms of the C~P. 1 s 'Native Republic 1 policy and the propagand~ 

used in pursuit thereof.· However, Pirovr was hard prefOsed to. link 

Sachs to the acove 1 Sachs having been expelled from the C.P. in 

1931. In the event Pirow denied the genuineness of Sachs 1 s expu1s:L0n 

1 from the C.P. 

The C.P. was ag:i.tating at the time among Ge:rmiston' s blacks' and 

the banishments could have been a ploy des:Lgned to bolcter the 

n.P. 1 s prospec"'.; i1i the by-election 2 • Sachs 1 s banishment was inter-

preted by some - e.,g., ~If. Kentridge M.P. - as part of the ou~d pro 

ruJ.Q between the clotn:Lng manufacturers and the administration :for 

the settlement of the a.ispui;e 3. 

Ever since the police violence in the early days of the strike 

the G.W.U. had called for opposition to the government's candidate 

in the by-election. At one stage the G.w.u. seriously oonsidered 

entering its organiser, G. Malan, as a protest candidate. The bitter 

strike and its afterruath alienated many of the N.P.'s traditional 

supporters (the garment w·orkers, their families, friends, etc.) .• 

T'nis and other factors contributed to the N.P. 1 s defeat at the hands of 

1. Forward, 11 November 1932; Responde:it 1 s Heplying Affidavit, 18 

November 1932. E.S. Sachs vs. o. Pirow, T.P.D., op. cit. 

2. E. Roux, ~ Longer than Rope, pp. 267-270; H.J. Simons and 

R.E. Simons, op. cit., pp. 460-461. 

3. The. Garment. Vf~rk~r/Di1e Klerewerker, March 1937; Forward, 11 

Nove~ber 1932, 18 November 1932. 
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the Soutli African Part;7 (S.A.P.) in the by-election which was held 

on the 30th November 1932 1 ~ 

lo ~rw~rd, 11 November 1932; J. Lewis, 11 The Germiston By-election of 

1932 1!, op. cit., passim. In the previous elec.tion~ · the 1929 general 

election, the two factions of the L,,:P,, contested the sGat in a 

straight fight~ T!1e Creswelli te f:a.ction of the L~ P. which enjoyed 

a fo1~mal electoral alliance with the Ne P. in the general election 

easily won the sent. B.M. Schoeman~ Parlement@re Verkiesings .J-~ 

Suid Afrika, p. 161; H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., p. 351. 

By the time of the by-election the labour factions had, to an 

extent 1 reunited. 

The result of the by-election was: 

J.G.N. Strauss 

H.J. Schlosberg 

W. J. Dalrymple 

F.P. Steinhobel 

M. Bill 

Forward 1 2 December 1932 

S.A. P. 

N.P. 

L.P. 

Economic Bond 

Centre party 

4 257 

3 076 

132 

51 

33 
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Sachs was granted three months leave from tr.e G~W.U~ and sr..ent 

. ·1 . B "t. . l a wni e in ri ,ain • His banichment order was never enforced and 

on his return to South Africa in March 19~~3 he set about reviving 

The 1932 debacle had left the G.W~U. without a 

closed shop in the manuf.act'.lring industry and the faotory section 1 s 
~ 

membership had dwindled to a "couple of hm1CJ.rea.rr _, o The bespoke 
. . 

section 1 s members (not mateY.'ially affected by the J.932 strike save 

to see their Union's resources exhausted) continued much as before 

and undoubtedly provided the glue that kept the G.W.U. intact during 

4 its dark months 

Relations with the A.F. T. u. remained souna.. The G.W. u. actively 

participated (late March/early April 1933) in an ex"traordinary "Mass 

Trial" organised by i;he A.,F.T.U. of four white A&F~T.U. members en­
' 

gaged in the garme:c1t industry Q 
1 Charges 1 ranged fJ..•om. a failure to 

display suffic ierit militancy during the 1932 strike to a foreman who 

was alleged to have 1 speeded up 1 his workers. It was stated at the 

1. Cape Times, 13 January 1933. 

2. E.S. Sachs's evidence, 9 February 1949, p. 1010, in nG.W.TJ. 

:Proceedings 11
, op. cit.; E.S. Sachs, ~ebels Daught~, p. 98. 

3~ E.S. Sachs's evidence. Eighth day, 17 December 1941, p~ 558, 

4. E.s. Sachs, Rebels Daughters, p. 98~ 
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trial th2t the A.F. T. U. 1 G policy was to build a :::·evolutionary faction 

in the G. W. 1h The fact:i.on 1 s function was to agitate against the 

reformist G,,W. U. leaders. Nevertheless, Sachs, who soug11t to re-

furbish his links with the C ... P~ 1 lauded the A.F.T.U. in his E'ddress .. 

Sachs described the A.F.T. U. as p1°oviJing a militant spirit in the 

G. W Q U. which would ginger up the mem"';;ershlp and strengthen the 

Union' s :ranks 1 • 

. The GQW,,U. was, :in spite of the reo:rganisatj_on endeavour, Rtill 

very weak when negotiations colll1!lenced towards the enc1 of the year 

with the T.C.M$A. for a new ag1·eement. The T.C.M.A. refused to ccn-

sider restoring the wage c11t unless the coastal industry's wage rates 

. a 2 were improve • 

Tlle G.W.U. enlisted tbP. help of the T. & I1.C. in preparation 

for the expected dispute with the T;0.:t1I.A,, and accepted an offe:r' from 

the A.:B'.T. u. to "mobilise all its forces to activel,>t assj.st the_ 

garment workers in their struggles 11 3• The industrial council had 

been de-registered as part of the 1932 agreement and a conciliation 

board (in terms of the Industrial Conciliation Act) was established 

to negotiate a settlement- The T,C.M.A. eventually compromised and 

L Minutes of Mass Trial against Members of the G. W. U. (Transvaal), 

also Members of the A.F.T.U., 27 March 1933, 6 April 1933. G.W.U. 

Collection; Umsebe:nzi, 27 May 1933. 

2. G.W.U. circular, 12 September 1933. Exhibit in "E.S .. Sachs vs. 

Voortrekkers12ers _B£k.!..", op. cit. 

3., Minutes of '.l'. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 26 September 1933. T.U.C.S.A. 

Collection; J. Gomas, Secretary, A,F.T.U. to Secretary, G.W.u., 28 

September 1933 (Quote in text). G.W.U. Collecticn; General Secretary 

to Secretary, A.F.T.U., 4 October 1933. G.W.U. Collection. 
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agreed to restore half the wage reduction of the previous year 1 

The majority of the c.e.c. memc9rs rejected the ~ompromise 

negotiated by their representatives on the conciliat:Lon board 

(Sachsi Malan;. ar..a. W. Andrews who represen,Ged the T. & L. c.). · The 

c.eoc. 1 s attitude was that if the T.C.M~A. refused to restore the 

full wage cut, strike action should be adopted. SachP argued th3.t 

the G,W.,U. had neither the financial resources, nor the forces (its 

factory m0mbership was appt'oximately six hundred) to engage in 

strike action. ' '.:-
It vras decia.ed to put the issue to the membtrs ··• 

Bach and approximately four hundred (presumabJ.y factory) 

members attended the general meeting. Sachs urged the workers to 

accept the compromise.. Keiser got up and claimed that 11 Sachs is a 

crook. He misleads the proletariat and takes money from the bosses". 

Bach appa:·ently uttered similar sentiments. When put to the vot3 

the T.C.M.A. ts offer was acoepted by about "two-thirds of the 

3 audience • An agreement was duly signed with the T.C.M.A. 4 

1., Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 10 Oc-!;ober 1933.. T.U~C.S.A. 

Collection; Rand Daily Mail, 12 September 1932. 

2. E.S. Sachs 1 s evidence. Tenth day, 19 December 1941, pp~ 720-

721, 723, in 11EeS• Sachs vs. Voortrekkersrers Bpk.n, op. cit.; 

E.S. Sachs, Rebels Daughters, p. 99; Report. Conciliation Board. 

Clothing Manufacturing Industry, 9 October 1933. G.W.U. Collection. 

3. E.S. Sachs's evidence. Tenth day, 19 December 1941, pp. 721 

(Quote in text), 723-724, in "E.S. Sachs vs. Voorjyekkersper.s Bpk. 11 

op. cite; E.S. Sachs, Rebels Ilau~ht,ers, p. 99. 

4. E.Se Sachs 1 s evidence. Eighth day, 17 December 1941, p. 562, in 

"E_.s •. sachs vs. yoortrekk~.E.Eers BE_k.", op. cit.; Mir..utes of T. & 

L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 10 October 1933. T.u.c.s.A. Collectionc 

\ 
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Under Bacl1's guJ.C.ance the A.F1.T.U. continued its c.gitation 

against the Sachs leadership among the membershj.p. Adler led the 

"fraction" in the G~ W. U. Sec:: et meetings were held and pamphlets 

dj.stributed 1 • An additional factor in the discontent during 1934 

was the proposal to dissolve the G.w.u. into its constituent sections. 

~.1his mGve ·:.'as opposed, inter alia, by the "fraction!! 2 • Sachs pro~-

ably viewed a split as a means to divide his opponents. 

In mid-1934 the c. e., c. cracked d0wn on the inc~ceased agj_tation 

in the G~W.U. Approximately four leading G~W~U. memberP (including 

the chairperson of the factory section, Keiser, and a c.e.c. m~mber, 

Adler) were suspended from the Union for a year. Other members were 

warned to stop their subversive activities or face disciplinary 

action.. The livelihood of the suspended members w&s not affected :::i.s 

nu closed shop operated in the industry 3• 

Subsequent C~P. intrigues in the G.w.u~ - exc:.t.uding the number 

4 two branch agitation in t.t1e early 1940 1 s - may have occurred 

However, I have found no hard evidence of this. 

1. E.S. Sachs's evidence. Tenth day, 19 December 1941, pp. 721-722, 

724, in "E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekke_:r:~;eers }3pk._':, op. cit. 

2. Pamphlet addressed to "All Workers in the Clothing Industry and 

Bespoke", 9 June 1934. Exhibit in "E.S. Sachs vs. Vo9_rtrekkers12.~ 

B 
1 II • _,_· 
~, op. Clu. 

3.Ibid.; E.S. Sachs's evidence~ Tenth day, 19 December 1941~ pp • 
. ' ... 

721-722, 724, in"E.S. Sachs vso Voortrekker_~e:ss.:S_.Ek." 1 op. cit. 

4. For the number two branch agitation see p. 26. 
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PART THRE:E~ 

AFRIKANER NATIONALISM: ANTI THE GARJ.Vl..EIJ"T 

WORKERS 1 UNION 



70 

CHAPTER IX 

INTRODUCTION 

This part of the thesis examines the Afrikaner nationalists' 

~ctivities and propaganda against the G.W.U~ 

The first chapter examines the Afrikaner nationalists' 

activities in the trade union movement generally. An attempt is 

made to explain why the N.P. from the e~rly 1940 1 s gained the 

electoral support of a substantial number of Afrikaner wo:rkers on 

the one hand, and why the Afrikaner national~Lsts 1 attempts to 

establish or to reform trade unions achie·.~ea li:rr.j_ted suecess on the 
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CHAPTER X 

AFRIKANER NAT ION.AJ.J ISM AND '.1'HE WHITE WORKING 

CLASS ON THE W ITW ATEH SRAJ.\Jl) 

A Industrial and Labour Background 

The large scale urbanisation of ruxal Afrikaners had b·9en in 

progress since the last years of the ninetGentb century 1 • South 

Africa experienced substantial industrial expansion during the 

2 1930 1 s and 1940 1 s - especially during the Second World War , As 

a result of the greater mechanisatj_on of' industry the close of 1the 1920' z 

saw the commencement of an increasing displacerr..ent of tne ski.lled/u.nsk:illed 

division of labour wit:h. an lntermedj_ate group of semi-skilled opera-

tives. This trend provided the newly urbanised Afrikaner workers, 

who were generally unskilled, with some prosvect of upward occupa-
7. 

tional mobility J. 

The traditionally Anglophone-dominated craft unions resented 

the intrusion of' lower-paid cperatives into occupat:tonal spheres 

which were pr·e-viously their preserve. Al though Afrikaner J'."ouths, 

despite obstacles, increasingly entered crafts as apprentices, the 

bulk of the Afrikaner workforce found its occnpational mobility 

l. Report of the Industd.al Leg is la tion Corrunission, pp. 13-14 1 U. G. 

37 1935; S. Pauw, Die_Beroepsarbeid van die Afrikaner in die Stad, 

pp. 127 table IX, 135. 

2. D. 0 1 Meara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South A:frj_ca", 

op. cit,, p. 47. 

3. Ibi.d., pp. 47-48, 51. 
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1 limited by the apprenticeship system In 1939 almost 40 percent 

of aJ.1 male Afrikaners were found in the four occupational cate·· 

gories of unskilled labourer, mj_ner, railway worker and bricklayer 

(compared with just 10 percent of Bother whitP.s 11 ) 
2• 

Coupled with the Afrikaner's comparatively disadvantaged 

position j_n the white labour force, was his very limited entrepre-

neurial role in the cnpitalist economy - with the traditional 

exception of commercial agriculture. By 1938/1939 AfJ'ikaner-

cont~olled enterprises ccntributed just over 8 ~ercent to total 

turnover in commerce, 3 percent of industrial output, 1 percent of 

mining and 5 percent of finance 3 

While the total number of white production and related employees 

in private industry increased from 59 027 in 1933/1934 to 144 768 in 

1952/1953, the number o:f non-white workers increased from 104 962 to 

501 736 (whites as a prop'::.lrtion of the workforce decreased from 36 

percent in 1933/1934 to 22,4 percent in 1952/1953) 4 With full 

white employment during the Second World War large numbers of blacks 

1. Ibid., pp. 48, 51; Minutes of the Annual Conference of the T. & 

L.C., 29, 30, 31 M8rch, 1, 2 April 1937j Port Elizabeth, p. 36. 

T.u.c.s.A. Collection. 

2. s. Pauw, Die Beroepsarbeid van die Afrikaner in d~e Staa., p. 235, · 

cited in :O. 0 11'/Ieara., "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South 

Africa", op. cit., p. 51. 

3. Volkshandel, 11, September 1950, cited in n; 0 1 Meara, "The .Afri­

kaner Broederbond 1927-1948: Class Vanguard of Afrikaner National-

ism11
, in Journal of Southern African Studies, vol. 3 no. 2, April 

1977, p. 174. 

4. Union Statistics for Fift;y: Years 1910-1960, p. GS. 
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and colot~reds moveC. :i.11to semi·-skilled occup8ticns +· 1 as opera, .,ives • 

The semi-skilled wh:L te workers were faced wit:h the danger that their 

wages and conditions of emplcyment could be undercut by their non-

white colleagues. 

B. Afrikaner Nationalist Ideology and the 

National Party's Labour Policy 

The N.P. 'fused' with the S.A.F. in mid-1934 to form the 

Uniti;;d Party (U.P.). 'Fusion' split the N.P. s.nd the Cape :N,P. 

together with individual branches and members in the Transvaal and 

Orange Free State established the breakaway N.P. (then ce.lled the 

2 Gei=rniwerde Nationalist Party) Al thougli the new N. P. was very 

weak in the Transvaal (only one of the nineteen M.P. 1 s who joined 

the Party came from the Transvaal), much of -Che l:Jr·ovince' s Afrikaner 

· t 11" + · · d t f ., U n 3 in e igenus~a remaine ou o ~ne .~. 

The earlier N.P. hed defined Afrikaners as those whites who 

endorsed the principles of sovereignty, language equality, and the 

economic nationalism of 'South Africa first' 4 

1. Board of Trad0 arid Industries (BTI), Report no. 282, ninvesti­

gat:i.on into Manufacturing Industries in the Union of South Africa" 

(1945), pp. 42-46, cited in D. 0 1Meara 1 · "Assault on White Trade 

Unionism in South Africa", op. cit., p. 47. For a ro~gh indica-

tion of the expe~ience in the clothing manufacturing industry see 

table 3 p. 11. 

2. D. 0 1 Meara, "Assault on White Trade Unionif.:im in Sou·ch Africa i:, 

op. cit., p. 54. 
. . 

3. Ibid., p. 54; D. 0 1 MeaI'a, ''The Afrikaner J3roede:cbond." 1 op. cit., 

pp. 169-170. 

4. D. 0 1Meara, "Assault on White Trade Ur~ionism in South Africa", 

op. cit., p. 54. 



74. 

Ther3 was a basic consensus among the various streams of the 

Afrikaner ideological debate after 'fusion'~ A:frikanerdom was re-

defined to exclude the English speaking members of the community. 

Nations constituted the basic unit of socisl organisation. N:;\tions, 

each of which had an allotted task, were products of divine will and 

distinguishea from each ·other by culture in .its widest sense< There 

was a need to win Afrikaners - j.n part:LculB.r the workers - to tb.e 

cause of Afrikaner nationalism, to build a niche for themselves 

within and to mould the industrial e-Jonorny to their requirements, 

and to seek the establishment of a republic 1 • Al though there \Vere 
' - ~-- ···--··· ._- .. -- -~--------~~ 

different views as to the role of the states the overriding thrust 

2 
was towards a strictly (stat~) regulated socie~y 

Within the Afrikaner. nation, worke:r·s, who wer·e expected to work 

hard, were entitled to a "fair" wage,, Entr·epreneurs, in turn, h9.d 

R duty to provide 11 service 11 in return for their pro:f l ts. This state 

of affairs did not exist in South Africa, particularly as the 

capit::>.lists were 'foreigners' and the white workers .primarily 

Afrikaners, 

1 Foreign 1 trade union leaders dominated the trade union move-

ment. The_ 'foreign' capitalistN entered j_nto alliances with the 

l. Ibid .. , pp. 54, 60; D. 0 1 Meara, 11 The Afrikaner proederbond 11
, 

op. cit. 1 pp. 175-176; Ekonomiese Volksko_.EEres, 3J 4-, 5 October 

1939, Bloemfontein: P. du Toit, PPo 20-30, L.J. du Plessis, pp. 31-37. 

2. T. Du..'1.bar Moodie, _The Rise of AfrH::anersom, passim; M. Hoberts 

and A. E.G. Trol1ip, 2'he South African Opposition ~939·-194 5 9 pp. 73-

177; The Road to a New South Africa. Programme_ of Prin~22:_e~ ... of t:h-:..<:. 

National J?arty (n. d. ) .. G.W. U. Collection. 
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'foreign' trc1de union l8_aders (e.g., the closed snop _pr~n'.:ision) to 

their mutual pecuniary benefit - at the ~xpense and exploitatio~ 

of the Afrikaner workers. 
-~·- - ~ 

Illogically, the Afrikaner nationalists 

also argued that the v foreign/ commu:aist 1 trade v.nion leaders 

propagated a class struggle irrespect~ve of race and sought to 

bring down the capitalist system 1 

In "!;heir pursuit of material gain the Afrikaner workers under-

mined their ethnic beri t.~ge. The idealogu.es stressed (to borror1 an 

expressJon of Sachs 1 s) "cultural foods" and de-emphasised the 

material needs of the workers. Some activists such as Dr. A. Hert-

zog appi'E:cj_at,~d the need tc focus attention on the material welfare 

2 of the workers • 

The N ~ P._ proposed the i.ntl'oduction of a quot~_ a.nd ~ob rese:r-

vation system to protect the vvhite w0rkers and to enable them tc 
------

3 receive a higher minimum wage than their non-white colleagues • 

During the 1940 1 s the N. P. nromised the workers in the "key" 

1. D. 0 1 Me;;.ra, 11.A.ssault on White Trade Unionism in South Afr:ica", 

op. cit., pp. 59-62; Ekonomiese Volksko:egres, op. cit.: W. Nicol, 

pp. 8--11, A. Hertzog, pp. 176-186; H.P. Wol11arans, Kommunisme en 

£ie Sui~ Afr·ik2~~e Valn .. nli~, pp. 3, 7, 11-13, 25--26, 32-39, 4-2-44, 

46-47, 50-52, 54; Po~d, 10 ])ecember 1937, 25 November 1938, 6 

April 1939, 5 May 1939. 

2o D. O'lvleara, 11 Assault on White Trade Unionism in South Afrj_ca", 

op. cit., p. 62; Forward, 12 September 1952; Inspan, Ap:ril 1947; 

Die Blanke Vierker, April 1946; Die Vo1ksblad, 29 May 1937, 3 June 

1937; Die Vaderland, 1 June 1937; Ekonomiese Vo~kskongres, op. 

cit., A. Hertzog, pp. 179-180. 

3. H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., p. 516; O. du Plessis, 
' • < - ~ • - • 

The New South Africa. Social-Economic Reform Scheme of the Reunj_ted -------· 
Nati.onal_Farty, pp. 6, 9; '.!:'he Road t~-~South Africa, op. cit., 

:f• 20. 
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industries that they would share in ·~11e profits of 'their respective 
-------
industries (the gold-mining industry would be the first industry to 

fall under the scheme) 1
• 

The N.P. 1 s 19~3 general election manifesto proposed the v:i..rtual 

destruction of the trade union movement.. Collective bargaining wa.s 

said, among otber things, to cause class conflict, rectrict to a 

11 small privileged group" the opportu;.dty to become skilled. workers, 

and to ern::.ble the state to "evade its responsibility in connection 

with the fixing of rroper w2ges" 2
• Consequently, the system of 

collective bargaining would be replaced by a "system of state 

responsibility" 3 • 

A labour board would be established. Tbe board 1 s functions 

would include the dete:cmination of vrngcs and conditions of employ-·· 

ment for c.11 workers 4 • Trade unions would be converted into 

"workers associatj_ons 11
• Tht: "workers associations" would fall under 

the di.rec~ control of the labour bas.rd; and wcmld have the right~ 

inter alia, to negotiate with employers over 11 pure1y personal 

matters" 5• 

Although the N.P. 1 s 1948 general election manifesto proposed 

1. o. du Plessis, op. cit., pp. 6, 10; The Road to a New South 

Africa_, op. cit., p. 21. 

2. O. du Plessis, op. cj_t., p. 10~ 

3. Ibid., P• 9. 

4. Ibid. 

5. Ibid., p. 11. 
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"that the system of collective bargaining be SUPJ?JJBMENTETl by a 

system of state responsibilityn (my emphasis), the Party's labour 

polic;>· remained largely ur:.al tered.. The labour board retc::.ined all 

its functions and trade unions were to fall under the direct 0ontrol 

of the board 1 

, 
c. Afrikaner Nationalists and the 

Trade Union Movement 

(I) 1936 - 1942 

With the weak parliamentary position of the N.P. in the Trans-

vaal, the A-.frikaner Broederhond (not to be seen as synonymous with 

the N.P.) came to dominate northern Afrikaner nationalism 2-.. The 

Afrikaner I3r.o ederbor1d (A. B.) was a policy-making co-ordinati.ng body. 

Its polic:i_es were implemented either through front organisations 

such as the Federasie van Afrikaanse Kultuurverenigin~ (F.A.K.) or 

by individuals 3• 

In 1930 the A.B. contemplated establishing a railway workers 7 

trade union 4 A countrywide railway industrial union (unskilled 

labourer to clerical staff), the §_poorbond, was established in 1933 

by a founder of the A.B., H. Klopper (a raj_lway official) 5 

1. The Road to a New Scrnth Africa, op. cite, PPo 18-21, 20 (Quote 

in text). 

2. D. 0 1 l\'Ieara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South Africa", 

op.,cit., p~ 54. 

3. D. 0 1 Ivieara, "The Afrikaner :Sroederbond", op. cit., pp. 166-167 $ 

186. 

4. A.N" .. Pelzer, Die A:frike.~~Y Bro~.d.erbond: Eerste 50 Jaai:, p. 150. 

5. D. 0 1 Meara~ "Assault on Wh:i.te Trade Unionism in South Africa", 
op. cit., p. 65; Die Skakel, December 1933. 
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In la ta 1936 a NasionaJ.,.e Haaa. van_,Tru~_!-~ (N.P..T.) was formed 

by Dr. A. Hertzog, l)r. P .. Meyer (the assistant secretary of the 

F.A.K.) 9 Dr. N. Diederichs and C.F. de Wet (a manager of the A.B. 

founded Volkskas bank). The N.R.T. 1 s board included the chairman 

and' secretary of the A. B., ,:r. C. van Rooy and I.m. Lombard respect-

. 1 1 ive y • Although the A.B. 1 s official history conceded that all 

the N.R.T. 1 s founders (as distinct from 'members of the board) were 

members of the A.B., it denied that the A.B. as an organisation had 

a role in the N.R.T. 1 s estab.lishruent 2 • 

According to the N.R.T. 1 s official history, the organisation was 

, established with the interlinking aims of forming "rj_ght-minded" 

trade unions - s0 called christian-national trade unions - and of ·~ 

winning the Afrikaner worker to 1Afrikane:rdom'. The major objectivj 

was to wean the Afrikan~r worker from ~he L.P. 3 

Difficulty was expe~ienced in raising the r.Gcessary funds for 

the N.R.T. 1 s organisational ae;tivities. On two occasions A. Hertzog 

unsuc6essfully approach~d his father, General Hertzog (the Premier), 

for financial assistance 4 The necessary finance (a don~tion of 

1. D. O'Meara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South Africa", 

op. cit., p. 55. 

2. A.N. Pelzer, op. cit., pp. 150-151. 

3. L. Naude, op. cit., 'pp. 27, 257-258. 

4. Ibid., pp. 29-30; Hansard. Assembly Debates, vol. 29, 8 April 

1937, cols. 4435-4436. 



two thousan.d pounds) was eventually obtained from a sympathiser in 

the Western Cape 
1

• The source of the :finance was indicative o:f the 

general .support of northern CQmmercial agriculture for the ruling 

U.P. 2 

The development of Afrikaner capj_tal formed a major policy ----- -- _, -----·------·--· --- ·-
-~--

th'rust of the A.B., particularly from towards the close of the 1930' s. 

The development of Afrikaner capital was, in a sense, complement~ry 

to the organisational activity among the Afrikaner workers; for 

the latter's savings, consumer spending and trc.de union dues com-
'A 

prised an important source of capj_tal y etc. _, 

The number of white women emplqyed in the Witwatersrand ready-
,./ 

rr..ade clothing industry was 5 174 j_n 193 6 and 7 801 in 1952 4 • The 

g~rment vrorkers 1 views of the trade union movement, L.P., iJ.P. a~id H.P. 

were synthesized, in part, through their menfolk 1 s experience13 in the 

trade union movement. Th:-, political influence of' miners on their 

dependents in the clothing and other lndustries was apparently 

5 appreciated by the N.R~T. Naud~ claimed that in 1936 over 90 

percent of the approximately twelve thousand white u.nderground m:;.:ners 

1. L. Naude, op. cit., pp. 30-31. 

2. D. OIMeara, "The Afrj_kane:r Bro_ederbond", op. c:i.t., p. 172. 

3. Ibid., pp. 183-184; D. 0 1 Meara 1 "Assault on White Trade Unionism 

in South Africa", op. cit., pp. 56, 58-59. 

4. "Report to the Minister of Labour by the Wage Board. The Garment 

Making Trades" 1 dated 21 February 1938, p. 5 table L An. 190 1938; 

H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., p. 329 table XXX. 

5. L. Haude, op. cit., p. 174. 



on the Wi twatersranc were Afrikaners 1 , The Mine Workers 1 Unio~1 

(rv.r.vr. U.) catered :for the interests of the vvhite underground miners. 

~he NcR.T. focused its attention on the garment and underground 

2 mine-workers on the W_i twatersrand (with the emphasis on the latter) 

The N'~R.T. also engaged in organisational activ·ity among textile 

workers on the Wi twatersra!1d and in the 1 rural 1 Western Cape, semi-

skilled building Viorkers in the 1 rural 1 Transvaal, unskilled Toad 

workers in the Transv~al and Orange Free State, the non-craftsmen at 

the South A;fr·ic::in Iron and Steel· Corporation 1 s ·Pretoria plant, and prob­

ably am.ong t:r-ansport ~orkers (e.g., tramway v1orkers) on the Witwatersrand 3 

The N.R.T. had little to show for its campaign ,.:hen it petered 

out durj_ng the early- years of "the Second World War. Despite much 

organisational .success, it had failed to dislodge the M.W.U. leader-

4 ship ., The Pretoria-based Iron and Steel Trades Association's 

1. Ibid., pp. 18-19. A considerable part of thP. white underground 

miner's work comprised the supervision of black labour. T:O.e concep­

tual status of 'white workers' is an issue I have deliberately siQe­

stepped in the thesis. See H., Wolpe, "The 'White Working Class' in 

South Afric:a", in Eco:.1om,y and Soc:i.et;·;c_, voL 5 no. 2~ May 1975,. 

PP• 197-'240. 

2. L. Naude, op. cit., pp. 32-178. 

3. · Forum, 18 July 1938; Die Volksblad, 30 June 1937; Ge;.1eral Secre­

tary, T. & L.C. to General Secretary (R. Stuart), C.P.F.L.U., 3 

September 1938. ~.u.c.s.A. Collection; Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. 

Meeting, 19 Cctober 1937, 5 July 1938, 12 July 1938, 26 July 1938, 

16 August 1938, 11 July 1939. T.U.C.S.A. Collection; Minuteo of the 

Annual Conference of the T. & L.C., 18, 19, 20 1 21, 22 April 1938, 

East Loncon, p. 51. T.U.C.S.A. Collection; L. Naude, op. cit., p.53; . 
. . . .. . . . 

A.N. Pelzer, op. cit., pp.151-152; Forward, 14 April 1938, 13 June 

1941. 

4. L. Naude, op. cit., passim • 

. ,. 
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1 k . t th ' ' . d 1 1 . enro vvor ... ers in o '· .e .• roei s __ aer • The OoBo declared that its 
' 

labour front was "an attempt not to wean the worker from his Union 
---- - --· --- ------- -· --

2 but :rather to anchor him and his Union in nation-wide support" • 

The establishment of the Arbeidslaer partly inspired the N.P~ 1 s 

organisational activity among workers which was tentatively commenced 
7. 

~ ~1t the beginning of 1944- -'. During J.944 the N .P. established a 

Blanke Werkers se Beskermingsbond (B.W.B.B.) on the Witwatersrana 

and a Blanke Werkers Fe~erasie (B.W.F.) in the 'rural' areas of the 

Western Cape. According to the A.B. 1 s official history moral and 

4 financial support was given to the B.W.B.B. but not the Arbeid~a-~ 

The B.W.B.B. was established in June 1944 5 • Its articles re­

stricted membership to whit~ ?£otestants 6• The BcW.B.B~ endeavoured 

to enrol members from the Afrikaner society generally 7 • According 

to its constitution the B •. W.B.B. sought the assistance of aJ.l sections 

of the white community in solving workers' problems 
8

c 

1. Die O.B., 20 October 1943. 

2. Some Facts About the Oscewa Brandw~, p. 46. 

3. Die Ki'uithoring, 5 January 1944; Die Transvaler, 31 January 1944. 

4. A.N. Pelzer, op. cit., p. 152. 

5. Die Blanke Wer];rnr, November 1946. 

6. Constitution and Articles of Die Blanke Werkers se Beskermings­

bond, art. 1. G.W.U. Collection. 

7. Die Blanke Werker, November 1946. 

8. Constitution and A:r·ticles of Die Blanke Werkers se Beskermings­

bond, sec. 3(1) E. op. cit. 



The B.W.B.B. would endeavour to obtain just wages ("_toe:rei_k.;.::_nde" 

1 
lite:rally "adequate") and a share of the profits for the workers - • 

Support would be given to al! attempts to extend employment oppor-

tunities through the establishme:n1i of South .African owned under-

t l 
. 2 a CLngs o It wanted a clear determination of the separate occu-

patiorial spheres of white and non-white workers, and sought the 

prohibition of mixed (i. ~., white/n,on white) trade unions 3 ~· li:!.ke 

the Arbeidslaer it was corruni tted to tight communist influences and 

1 
to iniprove rural/urban relations between whites '!·. 

During 1944 the Afrikar.er nationalists focused their trade 

union activities on Pretoria and towns on the Witwatersrand. It is 

J.ik~ly that O.B. and N.P. sympathisers clashed while jockeying for 

posi t:ion in the branches of various trade unions f:nd in tr,e Bree 

Kerklike Yomitee. The Komitee arose over the employment of coloured 

machinists in a Germistoi1 clothing factory and the subssquent ex-

5 pulsion from the G.WoU. of two of the factory's white workers 

The Afrikaner nationalists 1 trade union activities had gene2·ally 

1. Ibid.~ sec. 3(1) c. 

2. Ibid .. , sec. 3(1) F~ 

3. Ibid., secs. 3(2) Jl, 3(2) J·3. 

4 .• Ibid,,,. sec. 3(1) D; T¢ :Dunbar Moodie, op. d.t., pp. 231-232; 

The New Era, 14 tlLme 1945. For a further discussion on the 

B.W.B.Be and for membership figures s8e pp. 139·-140, 143. 

5. Minutes of the Iron Moulders t Society of- South Africa Executive 

Commi.ttee Mee.ting, 14 <Tuly 1944. Iron Moulders' Society of South 

Africa Collection; The J,abour Bulletin, Mid April 1944, Mid ~Tlli"1e 

1944, Mid August 1944, January 1945; Forum, 17 June 1944. 
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lapsed by early 1945. Huwever, the struggle to unseat the M.W.U. 

leadership, which had been largely dormant during the war years~ was 

~ubseguently revived. 

Two major strikes of white workers occurred during 1947. The 

Witwatersrand miners strike was part of the continuous effort to 

unseat the M. Vi. U. leadersh~i p ·while th2 Pretoria and Witwatersrand 
, 

builders :::;trike was over economic issues ... o G. Beetge, of ·the 

Pretoria branch of the Arr.~lgamated Society of Woodworkers, played a 

rrorninent role in the political ! factionalism i which occurred duI':Lng 

the builders strike 2 • The B.W~B~B~ interested itself to an unknown 

3 extent in both strikes • 

The B. W .F., engaged in org2!1isat:iona1 activity among numerically 

small grovps of Afrikaner vvO::L.'kersQ In contrast to the 13,.VfsB.B.~ the 

B.W&F. established trade un:i.ons and capitalised on any organisatic.nal 

-·--·---·------------------- '----·· -·----------
1. D. 0 1 iY.lenra, "Assault on White Tra.cle Unionism in So,<.th A£'1°:l.ca", 

op. ~it., p. 66; See B;W.I.~f. 1 s circulars and minu:~es fo1~ 194·7. 

T.u.c.s.A. Collection. 

2. Circular to All B.W.I.U. Branches, 22 October 1947. T.U.C.S.A. 

Collection; Circular ~o All B.W.I.U. Branches, 17 November 1947. 

Pretoria Branch, B.W.I.U., Report on Buj_lding Industry StTHrn 1947 

in the Pretoria Area. T.U.C.S.A. Collection; Report on the Meetj_ng 

of the Building Workers of the East Rand Held at the Eenoni Town 

Hall, 30 August 1947. G.W.U. Collectio:ri; Pamphlet titled "Building 

Workers on Strike. Do You Know??" G. W. U. Collection; Minutes of 

the Annual Confere11ce of the T. & L.C., 24, 25, 29, 30, 31 March, 

1 April 1948, Cape Town, p. 67. T.U.C.S.A. Collection. 

3. Die Blanke_ Werker, November 19~-7; J. Loubser' s evidence, 23 

February 1949 1 p. 1215, in "G.W .. ·Uo Proceedings", op. cit. 
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The B.W.F. 

begen its orgP.::-1~Lsat:Lo11aJ_ 2.cti-d.ty in the 1rural 1 area2 of the Western 

2 Ca!?e and its focus remained cento·ed on the }7egion By 1948 the 

B.W.F. had extended its sphere of interest to Cape Town, Bloemfontein 
7 

and Oudtshoorn J• 

In Bloemfontein in 1947 the B~W.F. engaged in organisational 

t ••t tl 't• . -"b.l" .. 1 4 ac iv:r. ·y among a . east ne garmeni; anu ui c.J.ng wor,rers • The. 

BoW oF., COE.pet.ea with the n::~sceY't Bloemfontein bra:nch of' the G. W. U. for 

members and in Noverr.::ier 1947 made application for the registration 

of a garment workers 1 trade union (the outcome of the appl:i.cation 

is uncertain) 5 

l. V.E. Hanneman to Secretary, T. & L.C.N.E.c., 4 February 1948. 

T.U.C.S.A. Collection; V.E. Hanneman to Industrial Registrar, 4 March 

1948. T.u.c.s.A. Collection; Minutes o:f T. & L.C.N.E.C. 1'/Ieeting, 15 

August 1944, 25 Septem.bE~r 1945, 10 Decembez:> 1946. T.u.c.s.A. Collectior.;. 

2. L. Rossouw to Secretary, T. & L.C.N.F.c., 15 August 1944. T.U.C.S.A. 

Collection; M.D • .Are11dse, Secretary, Cape TJ.fent-Trade Employees Union 

to All Affiliated T. & L.C. Unions, 8 May 1947. T.u.c.s.A. Collection; 

V.E. Hanne~an to Secretary, T. & L.C.N.E.c., 23 June 1947. T.u.c.s.A. 

Collection; Memorandum Submitted by the Federation of White Workers 

to the Industrial Legislation Commis~ion. Industrial Legislation 

Commission, microfiche: portfolio 21, memorE!ndum 28, WitvmteYsrand 

University Library; Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting,15 August 1944, 

25 September 1945, 10 DeceCTber 1946. T.U.C.S.A. Collection. 

3. V.E. Hanneman to Secretary, T. & L.C., 4 February 1948. T.UoC.S.A. 

Collection; Memorandu::n. Submitted by the ::.<'ederation of Whi t.e Workers 

to the Industrial Legislation Commission, op. cit. 

4. Circular to all B.W.I.U. Branches, 25 August 1947. Report from 

Orange Free State Organiser, J.D. Morton, for August 1947. T.U.C.S.A. 

Collection; Industrial Registrar to Secretary, G.w.u., 18 February 
1948. G. W. U. Collection. 

5. The .Garme~t Work-~r/Die Kle~~w·e~ker, ,July/A'!.lgust 1947; Industrial 
Regist~er to Secretary, G.w.u., 18 February 1948. G.W.U. Collection. 
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With the victory of .the N.P. in the 1948 geheral election, the 

B.W.F. - after giving evidence before the Industrial Legislation 

1 Commii:::i.sion in early 1949 -· faded from the scene 

(III) 1948 - 1953 

11he admission of blach: trade unj.ons to the T. & L.C. remained a 

contentious issue among the Council's constituent members~ In March 

1947 the T. & LoC~ 's nR.tional exec1rti,ve committee dissolved. its 

J?reto:ria local committee on acco'!.Ant of the latter's refusal to admit 

. 2 
blacks to its executive c 

A motion to bar Council membership to black trade unions was 

defeated at the annual T. & L.C. conference held in April 1947. The 

delegates from a number of Pretoria-based trade unions, including th2 

South African Iron and Steel Trades A;:;sociation and the PJ~etoria 

lvia tch Workers 1 Union (whose delegate was G. Beetge) ~ -tb ereupon with-­

drew from the conference 3• A new trP..de union i'ede:r·atj.on~ Die 

Ko-ordiner·~nde Raau van Suid Afr.iksanse _vakverenigings ~ was subse­

quently established in Pretoria 4 • 

The !1eddi_;;~gsdaadbcnd (R.D.B.) was established at the close of 

1. Evj_tJ.ence given 8y Blanke Werkers Federasie van Noorder Paarl 

bef'ore the Industrj.al Legislation Com.m.issiono Indust:rual 1,egislation 

Commission, microfiche po:ctfolio 1, pp. 992-1018~ op. cit.; J.;r. van 

Rooyen, Die Was~ .. onale Part;t,_. ~Y 0,Ekoms en Oorvlinning - Kaar._la~.§ se. 

Aandeel, p. 234. 

2. Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 4 March 1947, 27 May 1947. 

T.u.c.s.A. Collection. 

3. Minute.:; of the Annual Conference of the~-'- & L.C.y 7, 8, 9, J.O, 

11 April 1947, Port Elizabeth, pp. 30-31. T.U.C.S.A. Collection. 

4. I.L. Walker and E. Weinbren, op. cit., pp. 234-235. 
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the 1930r s by the Econom:.c Institute of the F.A.J<.... The worker 

formed a key element in the R.D.B. 1 s endeavour· to mobilise support 

for th2 emergence of Afri~aner capital (i.e. 1 to persuade Afr~drnners 

to support Afrikaner undertakings). In addition to its cultural 

activity, the R.D.B. offered cheap lifP assurance schemes, establ~~shed 

1 
trade schools and a work-placement bu~eau -. 

By 1948 the R.D.B- had taken the B.W.B.B. under its wing 
2• The 

B.W .B.B. 1 s G.W. U. campaign of 1948 and its subsequent participation 

in the proceedings of the G. We U. Comm:Lssion of Enquiry (1948-1949) 

cost a great deal of money 3• 'I1he R8D.J3. fou..YJ.d its financial obli-

gation onerous and, probably towards the close of 1949, withdrew its 

f .. 1 thf -L.h ·B" B"B 4 1nanc1a cru ·c_ rom 0 e .iv. ,_ • J"o Loubser, the organisj_ng-

secretary of the B. W .B.Ba, move·d over to Die Ko-oi·dinerer,de Raad 

5 van Suid Afrikaanse Vakve!'enigings as its organis~rng~secretary 

-Loubser continued, in part, his former activities 
6

• 

The faction in the.M.W.TJ., which ':tas supported by the IiJ.R.T., 

L :o. O' Meara, "Asi:::9.ul t on White Trade Unionism in South Africa 1', 

op. cit., pp. 58-59. 

2. J.C.Be Schoeman 1 s e~;idence, 23 February 194-9, pp. 1252-1253 1 24 

February 1949, p. 1306, in "G.WoU. Proceedings", op. cito 

3. "G.VV.U. Proceedings", op. cit.: J. Loubser 1 s evidence, 22 February 

1949, pp. 1194, 1201-1202; J.C.B. Schoeman 1 s evidence, 25 February 

1949, pp. 1333-1334. 

4. E.P. du Plessis, 'n Volk Staan 0.E_. Die Ekonomiese Volksko_~~res ~ 

Daarna_, p. 196. 

5. Die Transvaler, 15 February 1950. 

6. Ibid., 15 February 1950, 20 February 1950. 
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finally gained control of the M.WQU. in late 1948. The faction 

gained victory with the assistance of English speaking miners dis-

grunt2ed with the corrupt and dictatorial M.W.U. leadership 1 • 

early 1950 the M.W.U., formed a publishing company. The company's 

'board of directors comprised Ad Hertzog, now a N.,Po M.P. (as the 

chairman of the board and 8di tor-in-chj.ef) 1 an attorney and three 

2 members of the M.W.U. 

-

The company publiflh<O:d the official organ of the M. W. U. and 

aeparate newspapers directed at ihe garment and building workers. 

While Die Klerewerkersnuus opposed the G. W. U. leadership, Die :Sou-. 

werker concentrated its attention on discrediting the leadership of 

the largest building trade ~nion~ the countrywide Building Workers 1 

Ind:rntrial Union. Much of the rriaterial utilised by D~~-~ouwerker 

and Die Klerewerkersnuus was supplie~ to the actual editor of th? 

~hree newspapers, Gleisner (who had been one of the N.R.T. 1 s acti-

vists in the campaign againBt the M.W.U. leadership), by Beetge and 

Loubs0r rGspectiv8ly 3 • 

A. Knoetze (an expelled G.W.U. member) asisted 1.n the 

1. D. 0 1 Meara, "Assault on White Trade Union:;_sm in South Africa", 

op. cit., p. 66. 

2. ~ort of the Mine Workers' Union Commissj_on of Enquirz., par. 36. 

u. G. 52 1951; Judgment of Ramsbottom J. 1 delivered 26 June 1951 1 

"P.Jo Hu.,yser y.s. Die WerkersJ2ers Dit~ewers ••• :Seper.~", W.L.Do, P• 6. 

Exhibit in "E. S. Sachs vs. pie Werke:r7spers_ Ui tgewers ..• B~erk". 

Court record no.: W.L.D. (Application) 1091 of 1952 • 

. 3. :g_epor_~ of the _Mine Workers' Union Commission of Enquir;r._7 pars. 

5, 36.. U.G. 52 1951; Judgment of Ramsbottom J., dE:livered 26 June 

1951, 11 P. J. Huyser vs. ]he WerkeE_~12 .. ~E. .. ~_l!_i tgewers ••• Beperkn 1 W. L.D., 

pp. 6, 10, 2L Exhiqit op. cit • 

• 
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1 
distribution of the Klerewerkersnuus __ .. ____ ------ S::!chs obtained the liqui-

dation of the publishing compan;r - which was a cornpa:::w of straw -

in 1952 when it failed to pay him the £2 900 plus costs awarded to 

him in q defamation action in 1951 
2

• 

An action committee was apparently established by the assistant-

·secretary of the A.B.Ys executive committee 1 G.L.H. vaYi Niekerk 

(who was shortly to become secretary of the. J?~A.K.) in April 1950. 

Van Nieker~~ became secretary of the committee whic::. eoraprised 

members of the leading "Volks_" organisations 1 the Afrikaans churchecj 

3 R.D.B., F.A.K. and M.W.U. 

The committee~ which had full as well as part-time organisers, 

focused its attention on the Wj_twatersrand and Pretoria garment 1 

building and carpentry Yvor leers 4 • Beetge was, at least initially, 

the leading activist in the campaign directed at the building and 

5 carpentry workers 

6 
activities 

The co:rtmittee achieved little success in its 

1. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meet~ng, 2 May 195C. G.W.U. Collection. 

2. A. Hepple, op. cit., p. 44; JudgTient of Clayden J., delivered 

30 May 1951, E.S. Sachs vs. Die Werkers.rers Uitgewers •.• Be:ee:rk, 

W .. L.D., quoted in The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker~ Niay/,Jvne 

195lj p. 10. 

3. Circular by G.L.H. van lJ:Lekerk~ 15 June 1952. G.W.U. Collection; 

A.N. Pelzer, op. cit., p. 154. 

4. A.N. Pelzer, op. cit., p. 155; Die Vaderland, 5 June 1951. 

5. Judgment of Ramsbottom J., delive:::·ed 26 Jmi.e 1951, "P.J. Huyser· 

vs. Die Werkerspers Uitgewe:_s ••• Beperk", W.L.D.~ p. 22, op. cit. 

6. A.N. Pelzer, 'op. cit., p. 155. 
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D. Political Success but Trade Uniun 

Failure: Some Reasons 

~he L~P. traditiona:ny drew its support from the English speaki.ng 

working class. It is difficult to ge.uge the extent of Afrik2.::1er 

working class support for the L.P. dur·ing the 2.930 1 s,. The L.P. out-

polled the N. P. in numeroc:ts Wj.twater2r·and mj_ning constituencies in 
, 

the 1938 general election -6 

Whatever prospect,, -~he L. P., showed at the close of the 1930t s 

of establishing its elf as a ma~ior politic al force on the Witwaters-

rand were dashed on the rocks of its participation i.n the wart:i.me 

coalition government (which emphasised the Party's British !connection') 

and its subsequent parliamer:tar·y electoral alliances with the t capi-

·t;aJ.:i.st 1 TJ.P. in the 1943, 1948 and 1953 gener.s.l elections. The L.P~ ts 

hesitant move from the mid-1940 1 s towards a softer colour policy 

eaused serious dislocation within the Party; at a time when the white 

working class watched with unease the influx of noJJ-whi tes into j_n-

2 dustr:r and their employment as operatives 

From the beginning of the 1940 7 s the N.P., with its promise to 

protect the white worker, was well placed to gain the support of the 
·,. 

Afrikaner working class. The single member constituency, first-past-

the-po2t, ele0toral system veiled the N.P. 1 s electoral support on the 

Witwatersrand in the 1943 general election~ In the 1943 general 

election the N.P. polled 35,l percent of the total Witwatersrand 

(excluding the Johannesburg area) vote but failed to win a seatc In 

1. See pp. 184-185. 

2. For a detailed examination of the L.P. see part 4. 
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the 1948 General electio~ the N.P. (in the same area) polled 40,2 

percent of the total vote and returned zj_x M.P. 's wb.ile in the 1~53 

general election the Party polled 47,7 percent of the total vote 
, 

and returned ten M. p. is .L 

W11ile the U. P~ and wartime coalition governments 1 conduct helped 

to limit the success of the Afrikaner nationalists' trade union 

activitiec, their action also alienated members of the Afrikaner 

electorate. It is necessary to make a cursory examination of the 

reaso11s why the Afrikaner nationalists 1 trade union endeavou:r's met 

. 'b , . . t d 2 
wi~ . ~1m1 e success • 

I 

Numerous Eriglish speaking trade unionists, including Sachs, had 

only a poor :knowledge of .Afrlka~ms 3• WhiJ.e in:'.:J.ri.encing the overa.ll 

per'"'eption, one must be care+'ul not to equate the presence of an 

English speaking secre·\;a:cy or preside~1t, etc. , with a dj_stinct J~,glo-· 

phone bias in the particular trade union .. 

1.£lhe success of the S;eo2Z;.-bond in attracting members was faci:1.Jtated 

by the Anglophone character of at least some of the railway trade 

unions 4
o On the other hand, the G.W.U.'s leadershi~ was essentially 

Afrikaans; and ·t;he G. W. U Q largely neutr·alised the mystic appeal of 

l. See table 4 pp. 91-92. 

2. The analysis is sketchy as the examination is based on limited 

primary research material. 

3. A.A. Moore's evidence. Tenth day, 19 December 1941, p. 751, in 

11E.S. Sach.s vs. Voortrekkersr;ers BJ2k. 11
, op. cit.; Judgment of 

Ramsbottom J ~, delive:r~ed 26 June 1951, "P. J"o Huyser vs. Die Werkers-

U·t B 111 WLD ;eers i .gzvers • .!.! eperK , ••• , p. 18, op. c ~-t. 

4. See e .. g., general editions of The Sals_tafLl._ulletino 
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ambit of.the Union 1 • 
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l!'rj.ction often erupted between trade unions whe:::. their spheres 

of mem1'ership eitb~r overlapped or when a trade union entered the 

:!llembership territory of another a On the r·ailways s for instance, 

artisans belonged either to their respective cr~ft unjons, the Ssuth 

African Railways, Airways and Harbou:rs Artisan Staff Associationy 01~ 

2 to the §_£corbond • 

Since the late 1930 1 s t~1e railway administ:cation had cons:i.dered 

demarcating the specific sectors of workers which the various rail-

3 way trade 1mions wou.ld represent When the so called "Identity of 

Interests" scheme was finally introduced in 1941 7 the S,siooJ~bond 

declined to forfeit sections of its membership and pref~rred to have 

its recogiii tion with drawn by the Railway administration. The 

Spoorbond 1 s membership was to have bee!!- restricted to the lo·wer 

grades of workers 4 • 

At the time when the 11 Identity of' Interestsn scheme was i.ntro­

duced, the ppoorbond 1 s membership steed at approximately 27 500 5 • 

6 
Its membership steadily dwindled over the following years The 

·---··---------
1. See e.g. j pp. 36-39, 108-111. 

2. Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meetj.ng, 12 July 1938. T.U.C.S.lL 

Collection; The South African Railways,_.!irwa;zs a-nd m:ubours Artisan 

Staff Mag_nzine, December 1935~ January 1941; . The HeE-.dligh!_, October 

1941; The Salstaff Bulletin, May 1941; Die Skakel, February 19404 

3. Die Skakel, February 1938 1 March 1938,_.A.pril 1938, September 

1938, April 1940. 

4. Ibid.,, July 1941, October' 1941, November 1941, December 1941. 

5. Ibido 1 October 19410 

6. Ibid., February 1944, March 1944. 
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§.120<2.!:'bond gave up its industrial character in 1949 and formally took 

~h .L t' f t' f 'h 'l . 1 over ~ e represen~a ion o· a sec ion o ~ e rai way worKers o 

In late 1936 the NeR.To established a trade un:Lon to compete 

In April 19"3'7 the Chamber of Mines enterec"l into 

an agreement with the M.W.U. and .several craft unions (which had 

members employed in the mir.j_ng indust..:·y). In return for the intro-

ducti.on o:L a closed shop in the industry the trade unions undertook 

"to discourage and prever.t any actions of their ofi'icials and mei.Jlbers 

which may have the effect of caus.ing unrest and undermining discip­

line" 3• 

With closed shop provis:Lons in the mj_ning and ga:rment industries 0 

4 the N.R.T. in 1938 established factions ~Ln the M~W.U. and the GeW.U. 

The closed shop provisions hc:.mpered the N.R.T. in its organisatfonal 

activities in the two industries, for expulsion from the Unions meant 

automatic loss of employment. 

It took a dec3de of struggle to unseat the M.W.U. leadership 

which was dict~torial, corrupt and displayed little interest in the 

l. Ibid., March 1950; J.A. Adam, Wheels within Wheels and Trade 

Unionism on the S.A.R. & H., pp. 103-104, 129. 

~c L .. Naud~, op. c>it., pp. 32-33, 70; Die Burgf2r, 27 November 1936. 

3., I. Wilkins and H. Strydom, The S~er-Afrika~ers. Inside the 

Afrikaner Broederbond, p. 112; Memorandum of Agreement Entered into 

between the Gold F:roducers Committee of the Transvaal Chamber of 

Mines .... and the Mining Unions 1 <Toi11t Committee ••• Representiug 

the Following Ree;istered and Recognised Trade Unions •••• (n.a.)~ 

(Quote in text). T.U.C.S.A. Collection. 

4. L. Naude, op. cit., pp. 69-70; For the faction in the G.W.U. see 
p. 108. 
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welfar·e o..L its members. The M. W o U. leade1:r3h:i.:p rigged ;.:lections ~ 

falsified minutes and wit,hheld copi01s of tbe cons.titution from the 

. , . l 
memoe:.".'s.n1p • 

The U.J?. and wartime coalition gover:r.:ments were perceiveJ. by 

miners to be in cahoots with the M.W.U. leadership. For example, 

during the Second World Wa::· the state susper,ded <?lections in the 

M.W.U. until the cessation of hostilities (the M.W.U. was the only 

2 
trade union thus affecte~) 

The Building Workers' Industrial Union· (B. W. I. U.) was a country-

wide trade union which had approximately twelve thousand members in 

1949 3 • Although the B.W.I.Uo had both coloured and mixed (i.e., 

white/coloured) branches outside the Transvaal, the Union limited 

4, 
memhership to whites in the I'ransvaal The B.WoI.U. consistently 

--------· -----------------------
1. ~.indiE_gs and Recommendations of the Mine Workers' Union Commission 

il941~, passim. G.W.D. Collection; L. Naud~, op. cit., passim; 

Mine \~_or_k_e,;.r_s_1 _-_union Commission of Enq_2_~, passim~ U.G. 36 1946. 

2. Lo Naud~, op. cit., pp. 133-178; A. Rosenberg's statement, 8 

February 1949, p. 984, in "G.W GU. Proceedings", 
.,,__ op. e J . ..,. 

3. Memorandum Submitted by the B.W.I..U. to the Minister of Labour 

on the Native.Building Workers' Bill (1949), 15 November 1949. 

~.u.c.s.A. Collection. 

4. Minutes of the B. W. I. U. Combined Organisers and Sub--Commj.ttees 

Meeting, 18 September 1947. T.U.C.S.A. Collection; Minutes of 

B.W.I.U. Executive Council Meeting, 6 December 1947, 13 March 194e. 

T.U.C.S.A. Collection. 
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l opposed -'11~:> e t:caining of blacks a13 building arT;j_zans 1'he Afrikm~er 

nationalists failed to disl0dge the B.W.I.U.'s leadership~ 

The Go W. U ., on the o L.'1.er hand, establlshed the number two branch 

and eventually enfrar:chisect its non-white members. It vd.11 be :noted 

in the case study that the G.W.U.'s policy caused deep resentment 

among many (wb j_te) members. Hovvever 1 th8 substa11tial wage .increases 

obtaincc in the WYcvratersrand industry during the 1940' s assisted 

the G.W.Ue leadership in retaining the support of (white) members. 

The N.P~ won the Germiston constituency from the L.Pe in the 

1948 general election. While the members of the G.W.Ub Germiston 

branch at the close of the 1940ts increasj_ngly oppos<:d the G.w.u. 

leadersb ip, they were u:nab:~e t0 m1seat the latteT which drew its 

support from the (white) .Jchannesblll:'g membership o 

1. w. Blake, General Secretary, B.W.I.U. to General Secretary, 

T. & L.C., 21 November 1949. T.U.C.S.A. Collection; Memorandum 

Submitted by the B.W.I.U. to the Miniater of Labour, op. cit.; 

The Bui~.0j.ng Wor:_"ker~ Jnnuary/.F'ebruary 1946, March/April 1946; 

The Star_, 6 July 1948. 
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Afrikaner nationalist .:.:ri tics of' the G., W .. U., during the early 

1930 1 s stated that the Union prope..gated a class struggle irrespective 

of race ano. thr.lt it sought to J.ead its members j_nto the fray 1 • 

In 19)/J. the I'otchefstroom Youth Com1c:l.1 ! s vig·i1ance co1n:mi ttee 

(dominated by Afrikaner clergymen) organised the white workers at 

the ·town 1 s only clo'thj ng fn0tory into a workers t society. 'F.he 

vigilance committee's activity was partly (if not whclly) motivated 

'by the wish to keep the workers out of the clutches of the 11 bolshevik" 

G. W. U. which was engaged in organisat:Lonal ac-tivi ty among the towr• is 

2 
garment workers The GcW.U. succe8sfully established a branch at 

Potchefstroom in 1938 ~. 'l1he branch became defunct in abc·c.t 19·~ 4· 

when the factory ceased 4 ope:!'.'ations 

----------
1.. The Garment Worke~fDie Klerewe!'k~.E..' March/ April 1949; Die 

Vader~and, 19 November 1935. 

2. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, April 1937, March/April 19L1r9. 

3. Minutes of G.W.U. Potchefstroom Branch General Meeting, 28 

January 1938. G.W.U. Collection; Minutes of G.W.U.C .• E.C. Meeting, 

22 May 19400 G. W. U. Collection. 

4. H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., p. 400. 
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the Minister of Labour as a Determination. A Wage Board Determina-

tion published in 1932 regulated the wages and conditions of employ-
, 

ment of the Western Cape clothing industry 1 s v1orki'orce .L. Ir.. 1935 

the G.W.U. agitated against tlie non-pnblication of a fresh Wage 

Board Recommenc1ation for the South Afri.can clothing industry which 

2 provided for substantially higher wages than the 1932 Determination 

Cornelius (in her capacity as president of the G$W~U~) criticised 

the Recommendation 1 s :non-r·ublication and c:alled upon voters to 

support the Ne:P. agai.nst the~ big busj_nesG orientated U.P. Jn the 

Delarey parliamentary by~elect~on 3• Die Vade1·land -· ---~---·-' a nevvspaper 

' which su9ported the Afrikm-:;.er fusj_onists under General He:ttzog in 

the U.P., did not consider the difficulties occasioned by a large 

differential in wages between the clothing manufacturing regions. 

The newspaper noted that the Recommendation; s ·wage ::::ates were iEf erior 

to those of the G.W.U. - T.C.M.A. industrial council agreement and 

attributed 2 protest proces~ion organised by the G.W.U. to dark 

bolshevik aims o:f ag:i ta ticn among +he worlrers 4 • 

"Report to the Minister of Labour by the Wage Board. rp· 
~ne 

Making Trades!!~ dated 21 February 1938, passim. An. 190 1938. 

GF.inr.ent 

2& 11R.eport to the Minister of Labour and Social Welfare b;y- the Wage 

Board, Objection Stage", dat€,d 20 August 1935 9 passim. An. 99 1936. 

3. J. Cornelius to Edi tor, ~ie Republ~kej.1~-' 15 November 193:5 ~ 

4. Die Vaderland, 19 November 1935. For the difficulties 

occasioned by differentials in the regior~.al wage rates see pp. 8-14. 
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B. ~·he Chr:istian-llTatiom;;J. Trade Un::.on 

Movement on the Defensive 

Shortly after the estaplishment of the N.ReT. j_n 12. te 1936 Ao 

Hertzog unsuccess:f:'ully approached H. Cornelius with an :Lnvi"tction to 

join their organisation as a paid 1 
01""tga.i1ise11 A general meeting 

of the G. We U. in January· 1937 passed a mo·Uon which condemned the 

efforts to split the trade u.nion movement on "racial" (Lee 1 

Afrikaners - other whites) lines. The motion warned G.WoU. memb3rs 

"that any association vvi th the splitters will be considered as 

? 
treason to the workers and will be dealt with accordingly" -. 

In :mid-1937 the christ:Lan-national trade union movement we.s on 

the defensive. At a meeting in Blo"emfontein in late May 1937 Ii. 

Cronje, the chairman of the lif.H~T. 1 s Afrikanerbopa. van ,IVIynwe:s..~~' 

described the dire threat faced by his Union as a result of the 

scheduled introduction of the closed shop provision in the mining 

j_ndust:ry from the 1st ~Turn; J 937. Ee also made reference to the 

di.fficul t lot of the Afrikar.er female worker employed i~1 t:he ind.us-
• '7-

trial sector on the W'i twate1 srand :.>. A(: cording to Die Volksblac~ 

(a pro-N'.?. Bloemfontein newspaper) he added that 11Afri.kanermeisies 

is nou_~l verplig om danslesse aan naturelle te _ _i?_ee omc1at hul:Le ook 

moe-!; lPef" 4• In A disjointed report Die Vaderlan~ (which by this 

time largely associated the christian-national trade union movement 

2. Ibid. 

3e Die Volksblad, 29 May 1937; Die Va cl er· land~ 1 June 1937. 

4. Die Volksblad, 29 May 1937. 



101 

with 01'ganj_c;ational dr:ivr~s by the :~r. £'.:) reported Cronje as say:Lng 

that "_9ie ·~~~-y=._§~ Vrystr~~-!3~~~-22.~ .. Jo.~~annesburg om daa,~met 

l 
die k~L~~ t e .. ~~"11 

A few days 12ter Die Volksblad carried a report of a speech 

made by PcJ~ Kock, the organising-secretary of the Spo~, at a 

cul tu:cal eYening at a ru.ral village~ Morgenzon.. Koc}: warned thF..d; 

the pernicious influence of the GoWoU~ would cause the 'denation~li-

sat ion 1 of all the Afrikaner' females e1r;ployed in ~he Witwatersrand 

clothing industryo He clair!!ed that whites a.nd blacks mixed freely 

at dances organised ty the G.W" U. 1 s "co!.rununist" leaders. He had 

indeed seen 

blanke dogters in die. arms van swart kaffer.~ • o'o danc 

te~rlaa~n hul siel en_J.:_igg_aam a~E_die b~_-1;::_ 

~~rkoop word hull~ onts]~~E soo~. in die_ geval_y.'.:!_'! 

L Die Vade.rland, 1 June +937 ~ 

, \ 
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Mev~ Bekker 1 
, . 

Faced with a storm of criticism - discussed below - Crobje (in 

regard to Die Vader land report) and Kock denied the accuI'acy uf the 

press reports but warned of the per-riicious mu1 -ti-·racial influence of 

1. ·Die· Vol:rnblad~ 3 June· 1937e Assisted by the G.W.TJ., M.He 

Bekker, then a garment aorker at the Potc.hefstroom factory~ gave 

evidence before tne Indur;;trial IJegislatio:n Commission in 1934.. She 

adopted a militant line in her evidence. Sachs, always on the 

looko~t foJ; potential cadre material:7 obtained a more lucrative 

position fo:c her in a Johannesburg .factory. In earJ.y 1935 Sac!is 1 s 

proteg€e was elected to the Coe.c. at the G,,WoUo's annual gene:;:.".'al 

meeting and elected as vice-president by the new c.e.co But :Se:irker 

soon disapproved of the leftist leanings and relatively tolerant 

racial attitudes of the G.WoDG cadre; and within a few months her 

positio.n in the Union had reached a nadir,. It was in this atmos-

:phcre that sbe was S<.ill!ID.O:Cied before tl'le c. e .• ce. in 1935 for a hearing 

on a numbeI' o:f disciplina:r·y charges nJ1d suspended from -~:1e Union fo:c 

a year. She was convicteu of - and was undoubtedl~r guil"cy of -

haying slandered Sachs; failed to set up a home :for homeless Pot-­

chefstroora ga:rment workers, yet retained the ten poi.A.nus loan·2d to 

her for the purpose; telephoned an emri1o;y-er in her capac:Lty as 

vice-p1'es:!.dent and attempted -to induce him to dismtss a worker (Rhe 

appa:t.'Emtly wanted the job) o Al though not: charged on the issue, 

there is a possibility that :Bekker was involved in channeling G.W,,UG 

information. to o·~her organisations. After her suspe!l.sion Bek:iter 

1Nent to wo:::'k in the Blackshi.rt orgc.nisation 1 s printi:ug of'fice and 

wrote an article or two for their journal, gn:..s Re[o M.H. Bekker' s 

evidence. Fifth day, 10 December 1941, pp~ 276, 289-290, 292, 294-

299, 306~ 313--316, 320-321 7 335 1 342-343, in "E. S~ Sachs vs. 

~trekkerspers B_pk. ", op. cit.; ~Phe Garme11t Worker/Die Klere­

werker1 April 1937; M. Bekker to Editor; Die_Vaderland_, 18 J·u..Yle 

1937. 
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1 
the G.W.U. Kock also convened a meeting outside a house in 

' 
Germiston. At the meeting Kock again denied "the accm·acy of th~ 

press :repo:i::tso He was given 3 rough reeeptj __ on by the sixty to 

seventy garment workers preser1t and. was obliged to withdraw to the 

stoep of the house with his supporters 
2

• 

The -L.t.nfe.vourable fallout from Kock' s and Cronj e 1 s speeches may 

have influenced the Potchefstroom Youth Council's decision towards 

the middle of June 1937 to reverse a f'o;cmer resolution and to revj_ve 

its c.:lothing workers 1 society as an iD.c'lependent organj_8atj.on outsj_de 

tb 1 • t f t• 11- R rn ' • n • - . • • "T 1~ 3 .e amn. o·- ne .d . ., ~1'. · s AirJ.kanercono: van vierx,..:ismsrs ,. ----~ _________ ,.. __ 

During the latter po17tion of June 19)7 Bekker VH'Ote e nu..rnber 

of ~mti-G, W. U. ] ette1-:-s to the pr ass and the l'T~R .. T., issued. a press 

4 
~elease highly critical of the G~WcU• It is problemat~.c whether 

Bekker was associated with the N .. R.T. during her press campaign; 

but she was soon brought by the N .. R .. T. :1..nto the fray in some capqci ty ~ 

The N.,Rc~V. stated in its press release that in orclei~ to :ret&in 

his control of the G.W .Uo Sachs had obtained benefits .for the memberf:l., 

Sachs, who exercised a dominant :i.nfluence in G-. W., U. affair·s~ faY8ured 

a gradualist policy in achieving the cormmmist goal o:f a black 

republic. The G.w .. u. was criticised for not enforcing segregation 

l. Die Vaderlqn~.' 10 ~7une 1937 1 15 June 1937; Die Volksblad, 15 

June 1937, 17 June 1937.. 

2. Die V~d~.E.J-.s.nd, 15 June 1937; Die Volksblad, 15 June 1937 .. 

3. Die Vaderl_.?nd_, 14 June 1937; Die Volksblad, 8 June 1937; The 

Star, 13 April 1937; Rand Daily Ma~~·' 14 April 1937. 

4. M. Bekker to Editor 1 Die Burger, 7 May 1937; 111. Bekker to 

Editor, Die Vaderland, 18 June 1937; M~ Bekker to Editor, Die Volks­

blad, 23 June 1937; M. Bekker to Editor, Die. Republik~in 1 25 June, 

1937; Die Volksblad, 21 ~Tune 1937, 22 June 1937; Die ~J~~' 21 

June 1937. 



at its offices aLd in the clothing factories 1
e In her letters 

Bekker emphasised the Cornelius sisters' and Sachs's lack of racial 

2 
intolerance .. 

Kock 1 s and Cronje 1 s speeches ·:vere t'..U'ned into a propaganda 

weapon against the christian-national trade union movement and the 

N.P. ';Q_ie Vadc:,_rland claimed that investigations :cef''J.ted Kock 1 s 

allegations and both the nevrnpaper and the U~:P. conaemnea. Kock and 
"Z 

Cronje for their vile propaganda in pushing their· cause .1. 

The speeches caused much anger among the garment workers. The 

G. Vi~ U. had never advocated a multi-racial pcilicy? 11articularJ y in 

::i.nternal matters, and did not scruple to i;.t::L1ise the speeches in an 

~ttempt to discredit the christian-·-D.F..:.tional trade union moYement. 

T~e contents o:f:' the speeches were denied and denounced at two G,,W. U~ 

meetings at Johannesburg. M .. J-. Van c1en Berg~ a L.P. lVI.P. ~ addressed 

both meetings and identif';_ed the christian-national t1'ade union 

movement vrith the F.A .. K. He claimed that the :B,.A.K. drew sympathy 

and support from lif.Pd M.P.'s and other rr;.embers of the Party. At one 

of the meetings he urged the workers to support the LcP. 1 s e:andidate 

1. Die Volks_P.lad ~ 21 June 1937, 22 June 1937; Di~~E-' 21 June 

1937. 

2. M. Bekker to EditorJ pie Burs;er, 7 May 1937; M. Bekker to 

Editorj Die Vaderland, 18 June 1937; M. Bekker to Editor 1 Die Volks­

ble.d, 23 June 1937; M. Bekker to Editor, Die Republj_kein, 25 June 

1937 .. 

3. Ilie Vaderla:nd 1 8 1 9 1 10, 12, 15 1 22~ 26 June 1937 .. 
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. t' "" ' b '· . t } -·,·-- .• ·1 ~ - -'-1' - ~ 1 :i..n -11e .!!'Oras urg par .u.amen :r~.1·y .J;y ~e.~,cl: L m .. 1 ., 

A public protest meeting was orga;1ised by the G .. W .. u. in Germis-' . 

ton for the benefit of the local garment workers 2 .. ~hG G.,W.,U .. 

despatched a number of letters to Die. Vad~-i;:lanE_ angrily refuting the 

3 allegations made in the speeches ~ 

The GoVf.U. also organised a few othe:r public protest meetings. 

-
Opponents of the G. W" U. leadership o:ften attended the meetings ;,:;,nd 

pestered the speakers aoout l Sacl1s, the Jew co:m:mmli.st 1 , COJTilllv.nism in. 

.11 
the Gq W. U. a:nd so on ·• The overwhelming majority of i..he audience 

(which included Bekker 1 Cronje, J. du Pisanie and the Rev. B:!'.'uwer) 

which attended a public G.W$U. meeting in Nigel in late September 

1937 were antagonistic to the G.WcU. The meeting accepted Cronje 1 s 

5 assertj.on tbat he had b8en incorrectly reported by the press • 

A:fter the meeting the G~ W. U. leaders present (D .. iia:r~~w.ell, Ivl. 

Kruger and H. Co:r·nelius) b.::::,c~ co:f·fee v;j:th :Cu Pis~rnie ~ t:be Hev. Il:n~v:cr 

and others. The J.a tter group attempted to ·win the tr;ree G. W. TJ. 

leaders over to their cause, but were (in thP. words of Hartwell) 

6 
"told ••• their fortune :Ln a very outspoken m2.nner" 

l. Minutes of G .. W. U. General llfoeting j 3. -.Tune 1S37. G. W. U. Collection; 

Minutes of G .. W,.U. Special G0neral Meeting, 1 July 19Y/. G.W.U. 

Collectionc 

2., The Garment Worl-~.~r/Die Klerewerker, July 1937 o 

3.. Die Vaclerland_, 11 June 1937 ~ 12 June 1937. 

4. Th~rment Work~ _ _:i:/Die Klerewerker., July 1937; Fo~i' 20 

August, 1937; De Hartwell to E. S. Sachs, 2:? September 1937. G. W" U. 

Collection. 

5. D. Hartwell to EtiS. Sachs, 23 September 19370 G.W.U. 0olJ.ectfon. 

6. Ibid. 
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Despite the ac1ve.;:se critic ism which Kock 1 s and Cronj e 1 s speeches 

had evoked, a .major N.P. thrust during the 1938 genernl election 

campaign was that widespread :u;iscegenation would result from tb.e Uo P. 

policy of allowing mixed (i.e. 1 white-non-white) marriages. The U.P. 

vtas thus gj.ven another opportunity to cJ.aim that Afrikaner women had 

1 
been slighted 

c. 

• 

Die Transvaler and the 1938 

General Election 

UnempJ.oyrnent was widespread in the South African clothing manu­

factu:ring industry in 1938 
2

• 1l1he G.W.U. thr·ew its weight behind 

t:!:-1e L~P. :i.n the 1938 general election. In his addresses to factory 

meetings in Germi.ston Sachs urged the Ge W. U. membe:cs to s;.;i.pport tile 

L.P. He added that those who supported the N.P4 were enemies of the 

workers as the N.P. was out to destroy the G.W.,Uc 3 

The c. e. c. during this period coLJ.sidered taki:ug disciplinary 

steps against certain members. Disciplinary a.ct:i.on was contt::mplated 

against members who had a.isrupted a (presumably L.P.) meeting at 

Germiston which had been addressed by G.W. u .. cadre members in theh· 

capacity as G.W.U. officials 4 • The c.e.c. also contemplated taking 

disciplinar·y action against members who were associati.ng with the 

1. T. Dunbar Moodie, op. cit., pp. 246-247. 

2 T. G . "{ 1 /D. Kl ' D~ b .., 97 8 • ne armern; 1 or,rnr J.e_~_re~~~' ecem· er .L :.; , 

3. Forward, 27 May 1938. 

4. Ibid.; The Star.1 27 May 1938; E.S~ SP.chs 1 s evidence. Ninth day~ 
.. 

18 December 1941, p. 677, in nE.S. Sachs vs. Vo~!'trekke~ers Bpk •. ", 

op. cit. 



Blackshirt organisat:ion 1 and reprimanded a male niember- who had 
1 

associated with the Blackshi.-rt organise~tion -~., 
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Die Transvaler and Iii'.;~ Oos~erl:ifi wer·e p:ro-lJ. P~ nevrnyapers 011 the 

Witwatersrand and in Port ·Elizabeth respectively. Abo·ut a wed;: a:fter 

the general election in which the UaP. wari uwept back into office 

Die Transvaler carried inaccurate re11orts to the effect that a number 

of Germiston members who had ignored Sachs ts vrnrning that if they 

sup~orted and voted for the N~P. they would be dismissed from thoir 

jobs had i.ndeed been sacked (thv.s· j_mpJ.yi.ng collusion between the 

Jevvish manufacturers and Sachs) 2 
o The e.11.eg3,tions wer·e re;>eated in 

t . ~ . :p· 0 t l" 3 an ar 1c~e in ie os er ig • The articles went beyond expressing 

a suspicion which may have exi.:::;ted among recently retrenched garment 

wor~rnrs. The anti-semi tic character and patent inaccuracies in the 

articles throws doubt on Die Transvalerts bona fides 4• 

The alleged political dismissals caused some diRcontent among 

the G.WoU. membe:i::·ship. and "quite a m.-:.m.ber of :::es:i.gr~ations" were 

reported from the Union's Port Elizabetn branch 5 

--------·-·----------------------------·---
1. Forward~ 27 May 1938; The Star, 27 May 1938; E.S. Sachs's 

evidence. Eighth day, 17 December 1941, p. 606, in 11E.S. Sachs.vs. 

·voortrekkerspers _EJ2k. ", op. cit .. ; E. s. Sachs to D. J. Jansen, 2L1r May· 

1938. Exhibit in "E.S. Sachs vs .. Voortrekkerspers Bpk.", op. cit. 

2. Die Transvaler, 25 May 1938, 27 May 1938. 

3. Die Oosterli~, 27 May 1938. 

4 ~ Ibid. ; !lie Trans~ral er, 2 April 1938, 2 5 May 1938, 2 7 May 1938; 
D. J. Jansen to E. S. Sachs, 21 May 1938. Ex..'riibi t in "E. s. Sachn vs. 
Voortrekkerspers Bpk. 11

1 op. cit.; E.S. Sachs to D.J. Jansen, 24 
May 1938. Exhibit in "E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkerspers Bpk.", op. cit. 

5. Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to E.S. Sachs, 8 July 1938 (Quote in text). 

G.w.u. Collection; Minutes of G.W.U.P.E.B.E.C. Meeting, 1 June 1938, 

18 June 1938. G.w.u. Collection. 
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CHAPTER XII 

THE GARJ\'IENT VVOI{KERS' UNION KAPPl"E 

KOivIMANilO ANTI TJ:IB CHALIENGE DEBATE 

Some i;j_me after the mi0.-1938 general election the N .R ~ T. launched 

a campaign 3.ga:i.nst the G-~W o U. and introduced two organisers, Beklrnr 

and D.B .. H. Grobbelaar (a non garment worker), into the :fray. Grobbe~ 

laar attempted to form a faction within the Ge W o U. He set abov.t 

making contacts, holding house meeti:ogs and establishing cells of 

1 
garment workers • 

Celebrations occurred C!u:ring the second half of 1938 to mark the 

centenaxy of the G-re2:i:i Treko Numerous corn.m.ur"5:ties 01°ganised ~.?l'~ie 

Kommandos (i.e.,, the v:omen would wear Voortrekker clothi'1g) to 

participate in the various celebrations. A number of ox wagons 

toured the country to commemorate the centenary. The arrival of the 

ox wagon(s) at cities, towne, and villages was the occasion for 

celebration. The refusal of the N'.P. to endorse Premier Hertzog's 

proposed laying of the Voort:r·ekker monument 1 s foundation stone at 

the main centenary celebration near Pretoria in December 1938 caused 

ill~feeling within Afrikanerdom 
2 ~ 

1. L. Haude, op. cit., pp. 78-79 1 84; M.H~ Bekker 1 s evidence. Fifth 

day,_ 10 December 1941, p. 332, in "E~S., Sachs VSo Voortrekke~pers_ 

~~·", op. ci-C. 

2. See l!,ic Jran~~a1~ and Die 'Taderland for the period; Form!, 7 

November 1938, 28 November 1938. 
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In a1.:co:rdance w:L th its policy of ~1:r.·omoting Afrikaner cul tu.re 

and trad:i tio:n wj_thin the nmbi t C.'f the Un::_on, the G. W o U e decided i.n 

early October 1938 to est::i.blish a Ka;a:.:!:~--~~-~ndo e.t Geri.r.iston and 

-· Johannesburg ·to participate in the varicus centenary celebrat~_ons .1. 

Sachs pJ.ay-ed a limited role in the estabJ.ishment of the Jfappte , 

2 
Kommando Members of thG Svveet Vlorke:rs ! Union and the Tobacco 

3 Workers 1 "Union were also enrolled into the ~_pie Komraetndo • 

The Germiston OrgC:1n~:..8ing Committee resolved to despatch a 

eelegation to the G.W.U. in an ai~empt to dissuade the G.W.U. 1 s 

the ox w?.gons reae:hed the tovmo The Germiston Organi.s:Lng CorrU':Jittee 

weens die onk:u~O.e:..._va~. die kant van ~Y_.l.elers aa1$c::.and~ 

geweld k:.:i.n aandoen 4 " 
.,_. ------· -·----
Generally the Afrikaner nationalists who cpposec1 the fo:rmation 

of the Go W. U. Ka.p-1?2-~ Komino.nd2_ argued that it wotlJ.d introduce class 

into the celebrations and that the Union's leadership was abusing 

1. G.YleU. circular quoted in a pamphlet by :O.B.H. Grobbelaar t:Ltled 

"Kommun:Lste ifil Dee:L;1eem aan Eeufees". Exh:i.bit i!i "Eo S~ Sachs vs. 

2. G.W.U. pamphlet addressed to "Aan die Volk van Suid A:frika". 
------·-----~---- ' 

signed by lVI. Kruger and J. Cornelius. G. W. U,, Collection; The 

Garrn.ent Ylo1:_ker,lDie Klerewerker, May 19390 

3. ~.ie Transvaler, 1 November 1938. 

4. Ibid., 21 October 1938. 
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the traditions cf the.:: Afrikaner· worker~ 2:hc Ga W. U. leadership! >:i 

communist goal was 1 after all, the eradication of Christianity and 

the colour bar 
1 

In a pamphlet distributed at elothing :fai:;tories Grobbelaar 

attacked the G. W. U. ~~~_s~-gE£,~do.. He told the workers that the;y 

were vv'elcome to attend the grand finale celebration near Pretoria 

provided that 'they did not come under the auspices of 2 
the G-.W. U. 

Among the Afrikaner nationalists who objected t·J the G.WoU. 

Kappie Kommand_£ were P. J·. Kock and the Rev. Bo1.;~.;schans (a member of 

the Gernd.ston Orga:::lisj.ng Committee and the N. P. 1 s unsuccessful 

candidate in Germiston South in the 1938 general election) 3. 

D:i.~- VadeE.~and took exceptio:d to L. Cronj e 1 s opposj_t:Lon to ef'fo:r.ts 

made to have the ~rekke:r mcmuncnt rs fo-...m.dntion stone laid b;r 

. 4 
General He!'-tzog • The polj_tical COIU.fllE:xi ties around the centenary 

celebrations caused Die \laderland to lean slightly in favour of the 

G.W ~ U., when the Germiston Organising Comm.ittee ca.me out against 

1. P.J. Kock to Editor, Die T:r_~~alex·, 21 October 1938; Die~ T:::.'ans­

va:!:_E;_E,1 21 October 1938~ 28 October ~L938; Pamphlet by D.B.H. Grobbe­

lanr titled "Kommuniste Wil JJeel:n.eem aan DelJ_f'ees". E:x:hibi t in "E. S. 

Sachs vs. Voortrekkerspers Bpk."j op. c::i .. to; G.W.U. ::_)a.:rtphlet addressed 

to "Aan die Volk van Suid Af~rika", signed by M. Kruger and J. Corne­

liuse G. W. U. Collection. 

2. Pamphlet by D.B.H. Grobbelaar titled "KommunistE; Wil Deelneem am~ 

Eeufees". Exhibit in "E. s. Sachs vs. yoortrelck~rs:eer.~~pk. ", op. cit. 

3. The Garment Worker/Die Kle~~~' October l938i P.J. Kock to 

Editor, Die '.I'ransvaler 1 21 October 1938; Forw,ard 1 20 May 1938. 

4. Die Vaderlana., 11 October 1938. 

5. Ibid., 25 October 1938. 
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The Germiston Orga:r.i.s:Lng Committee's stand un the G.W.U. 

!Ca..EJ2_ie Korrunando was apparently perceived by some Afrikaners a::; an 

attemnt to exclude members of the working class from 1 th8 celebrations 

Representatives of the G.W. U. ~e Kommando held a meeth1g wi·ch the 

2 chairman of the Witwatersrand Centenary Festival Pageant Committee 

By the time representatives of the G.W.u. Kappie_Kommand~ and the 

Witwatersrand Centenary Festival Pageant Committee held a meeting 

with less extreme members of the Germiston Orga11ish1g Cammi ttee, the 

Germiston Organising Committee t.13.d withdrawn j:ts oppositj_on to the 

W ' • r " 3 G. • U. !f§J~ I\OL".Jnanao 

Venter, a rnewber of the Germiston Organising Commi ttee 9 :L:n.v:L ted 

the local GcW. u. members· to a·!~te:nd his folksong classes 4• The 

Wi twate:cs:r:and Centenary F<-,stj_yal :Page.snt Connnittee ~ in particular· its 

~ 

chairman, assisted the G., W GU .. ~.§.f.0.?J~ K<2!1.til1~ndo i:n raisir:g funds ./ e A 

G.,Wo u. ~12_ie _Kommando of appro:x:i.ma"!;ely four hundrerl members attended 

the gran.d firlale celebration near Pretor·ia in December 1938 6 ,. 

2. Ibid~, 1 November 1938; The Garment._Worker/Die Klerei.:r....::E_ker, 

November 1938. 

3.. The· Garment Worker/Die Kle1·e::'.!.erker, November 19380 

4. Ibid. 

5. lbid. 1 December 1938. 

6. Ibid. 
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B. The Challenge Debate 

Grobbelaar had earlj_er form<::d a ~~.~ds1.y3g which :'.lfaude described 

as tbc 11 milita1~y wing" of the struggle against communists in the 

1 tr·ade union moveme:1t ~ The Bondsw~gJ for example, particj_pated in 

fights at a number of me.etings (e.g~ 1 amj.ner's meeting) 2 • '.i'he 

Bondsw_a§. established an espionage section which:9 according to lJmJ.de, 

'.Z 

was very successful at one period in the GeW.U. J 

A sense of exp?ctancy ar-os2 among Afrikaners as the time drew 

nearer f'or the main Yoortr~kker:.' centenary celebration outside 

Pretoriac Grobbelaar and others of his ilk began w:UdJy to consider 

the possibiJi t~r of a coup 
, /~ 

c.tetat 

At iihe time when his pamp'.clet was being distributed. Grobbelaar 

sent a copy to Sachs vvi th a covering letter in '-'hich he WEirnec1 t'l:!.at 

the thounands of AfrikCJ.ner daughters whom you have in 

your clutches will settle with you et>e• The day v:h~n 

we Afrikaners begin to settle with you Jews, you will 

find out that Germany is a Jewish :varadiBe compared 

•I' }t"' th An• ·-)b 5 w1-..;n. vv.J.a, i.)OU "-'-1.r.rica \"i1.L _ e o 

In his reply to Grobbelaar Sc..chs stated that he was "quite 

prepared to allow the thousands of· 1 Afrikaner daughters' to settle 

1. L. Naud~, Opo cit., ppo 81-82. 

2. Ibid., pp. 61-62, 82-85. 

3., Ibid. 1 p. 82 .. 

4. N.G.S,. van der Walt, dj.ary entry 13 1Joyember 1938 1 quoted in 

T. Dunbar Moodie, op. cit., p. 182. 

5. The G~~~~~t j~prke~/:Oie Klerewerker, November 1938. 
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with" him.. He challe;:..ged G·robbelaar to a debate to be attended l.Jy 

G.W.U. members at which a motim1 of confidence in him (Sachs) would 

be put 1 •. Both letters appea~ed in £ull in the November 19~9 

edition of The Garment Wor'lrnr~ie _ :'.".:lerev~.!:k~ 2
• By the close of 

January 1939 negotiations on the terms anc1 date of the debate hac1. 

been c0mpleted 3 • 

Grobbelaar and his supporters visited members in their !lames and 

4 held numerous house meeting::: Prob5b1y as a result cf the N.R.T.'s 

incre8,sed organisational act:i.vj.ty and the Bop.d~~§K' s espionage 

----endeavours, the G.W.U. in early February 1939 organ:i.sed a number of 

Johannesburg and Germiston members into a Unior1 Guard. 2.'he Uni0n 

Guard's primary duties were to maintain orller at Union meetings and 

to keep a watchful eye for any subversive activity directed at thE! 

membership 5• 

The Germiston branch!s annual general meeting whict. was held in 

mid-February 1939 was attended by 593 ,members. The meeting over-

6 whelmingly passed a :motion of full confidence in Sachs 

---·-----·-··-----
1. Ibido 

2. Ib:i.d. 

3~ L. Naud~, op. cit., p. 85. 

G.W. U. 

4. ,Judgment of Grindley-Ferris J.,, r1eli7ered 28 August 1939, E.,S. 

Sachs vs. D.B.H. Grobbelaar, W oL.,D.: qucted in Th~ Gar~..::_ri_:LWorker/ 

Die ~ler~~~rke_E.., September 1939, p. 10; Fourth Lunch-time Meeting 

·Held at Germiston Factory, 6 March 1939. G.W. U. Collect:ion. 

5. The Garment Worker/Die Klere-vverker, February 1939, March 1939. 

6. Minutes of G., W. U. Germiston Branch General Meeting, ~O Febrm1ry 

19~9. ~.w.u. Collection. 
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leade:r.'s 0:.·ganised meet:t.11gs at the Ge:cmj.ston factories. At the 

factory meetings rep:;:·ese:ntat:i_veG vrnre elected to attend the challenge 

d - ' l e ba ·c e o Unforesee1~, transport dif:ficv.lties o:n the day of 'the debate, 

the 9th March 1939~ resulted in a reduced number o:f Germ:Lsto~1 members 

2 
setting out for- Jobannesbu .. t'e 

G.W6UQ Medical Aid Society card~ had to be produced to gain 

admissior. to the challenge meetj.ng 3• The meeting was attended by 

well over two thousanc~ 1 8:nthusiasticelly pro-Sachs, members. 

Sachs v1as the fi:r·st speaker ar1d a fevv members 11.eckled him. f·or 

addressing the meeting in English. Sachs recalled how they had built 

up th~ G.W. U. and had struggled to obtain the existing wage rates and. 

conrli tions of employment. Grotbelaar and his associates s on the 

other hand, wer·e trying to break the trade union movement and had 

adopted a strategy of slander, lies, !!racial hatred 11 and 11 Jew 

'baiting". They drew their inspiration from Czarist B.ussj_a and Nazi 

Germany while he drew his ~.nspiration. from the contempo~cary Sov~_et 

Union. 

------·--
1.. Fourtri Lunch-time Meeting Held at Germiston F·actory 1 6 March 19390 

G.W.U. Collection; Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 9 January 1939. 

GoW.U. Collection; Germiston Branch Secretary 1 s Report as from 15th_ 

Feb~uary to 3rd Ma=ch 1939. G.W~U. Collection; Minutes of G.W.U. 

Germiston Br:::mch General Meeting, 20 February 1939. G. W. U. Collection. 

2 ~ Germi~iton .Branch Secretary 1 s Report as i'rom 1st March 1939 to 28th 

March 1939, H. Cornelius, 28 March 1939. G.w .. u. Collection; E .. s. 
Sachs to System Manager, S.A.R. & H., 7 March 1939. G.W.U. Collection; 

P.D. Troskie, System Manager, S.A.R. & H. to E.S. Sachs, 14 March 

1939. GoW. U~ Collection. 

3o G.W.U. circular, 21 .February 1939, signed by A. Scheepers and 

J. Cornelius. GcW.U. Collection. 
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Grobbelaar struggled to obtain a·hea:ring when it was his turn 

to speak. His cla:i.m that the G~WeU. had paid for members' visits 

tc the Soviet Unj.on was denied b~r A. Scheepers, who was i:n the chair. 

She st:::ted that the amounts had been made up of voluntary contribu-

tions~ Grobbelaar thE:n argued that Sachs had been banished j_n :\.932 

not for trade union activj.ty but rather for inci.tj_ng :racj.al hatred. 

Grobbelaar had spoken for only :2our of his allotted fifteen 

minutes v/hen the two hund:r-ed strong Gernd.ston contix:gent (with their 

pro-Sachs banners) Brrived 2t the meeting_ Thej.r arrival ce.used 

such a favou1'able cos:motion among the audience that Grobbelaar was 

unable to continue his ad.aress. Thr:; commotj.on continu1::d unabated 

and the ballot-papers were distributed in a disorderly ~anner. 

Consequently, the motion was p 1J.t to a hand vote. The audience 

enthusiastically threw its support behind Sachs and Grobbelaar 

1 
received no more than twent;:» votes 

A new worker in the industry, W. ven Wyngaardt, haa earlier been 

unmasked as a paj.d organiser cif the l'"i .. R,,T.. The c. eo o. had refusea 

her GoW.U. memberGhip two days prior to the debate (normally a 

2 
worker automatically became a member on entering the industry) 

Shortly after the debate the c. e. c,, adoptea. a motion that any· 

member of the GeW.U~ 

associatix:i,g w_i th Grobbelaar or with an:y- other person who 

--------· --~ 
1. The C~arment Worker/Die Klerewerker 1 March 1939; Die Transvaler, 

10 March 1939; Die Vaderland, 10 March 1939; Germiston Brauch 

Secretaryts Report as from 1st March 1939 to 28th March 1939, H. 

Cornelius, 28 March 1939. G.w.u. Collection. 

2. The G~~ment Wr.:..rke~·/nie Klerewerker ~ April 1939; Extracts from 

Minutes of G.W.U.CoE.C. Meetings, 7 March 1939. GaW.U. Collection. 
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or organisation which aims at the splitting of our 

Union; (B) slandering the Union or aDy official of i;he 

"Union; ( C) spread in . .; falsehoods about the Union; 

(D) preaching racialism in order to split the ranks of 

the Union; (E) doing anything wh:!.ch is calculated to 

cause divi~ion in the ranks of the workers ••• will be 

considered as a traitor to the Union and expelled 

forthwith 1
• 

Disciplinary action was ini~~ated against at least two garment 

2 
workers for "disruptive 11 activity .An att.empt was also made to 

stamp out rv.mours which reflected adversely on the G.W.U. For 

example, R member was forced to with draw the re;.nark that she was not 

going to attend the G.WoU. 1 s dance as the U:nion had blacks and 

coloureds at it8 meet:Lngs 3• Numerous pro-Grobbelaar faction memh<:rs 

of the G.W.U. either withdrew their active support or went further 

4 underground ~ 

Die T.ransvaler· cor1ceded in mid-April 1939 th8,t the garment 

workers of Gcrmj_stc:::1 viewed their posj_tion in the white ccm.munity J..Il 

.. rough class terms and that at least 80 percent of tb.em stood firmly 

behind the Sachs leadership. For exsmple 9 one garment worker told a 

:Oie Transvaler repOJ.'ter that "Ons is nie van julJ.e soort nie. Ons 

is maar arme fabriekvverkst::;rs" 5• 

lo The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, March 1939 .. 

2. E.Sc Sachs to J. Kotze, 24 April 1939. G.,W.U. <:!ollection; EQS. 

Sachs to ?. Ponnieso, 24 April 1939. G.w.u. Collection. 

3. Delarey to Dippenaar, l April 1939. G.W.U0 Collection. 

4. L. Naud~~ op. cit., pp~ 94-95., 



117 

Rejected bi the Johannesburg anC. Germiston membership the 

N.RuT. sought an oblique strategy in its campaign against the GGW~U. 

leadership. Its attention was focused on the struggling Port 

Elizabeth branch of the G.W.U. 
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. CHAPTER XIII 

THE JITASIONAIJE R.MLD VAN TBUSTEES 

PORT ELIZABETH CA1JIPAIGN: 19:)9 

In 1937 the Eastern P1•ovince (excluding East London) clothing 

manufactu:ring industry comprised basically four factories, one in 

Kingwilliamstown (King Clothing) and three in Port Elizabeth 

(Mosenthal, Teikamdas and the nomewhat smaller Steeldrill)e The 

depression-influenced Wage Board Determination of 1932 regulated the 

wages and conditions of seririoe of the Eastern Pro·;:Lnce ind.ustry 1 s 

1 
warlct'orce • In March 1936 there were 539 whites, 19 asiatics~ 24 

coloureds and ·9 blacks employed in the Port El:i.zabeth rP.ady made 

clothing industry 
2

• No garment workers 1 union had been establ:i.shed 

in Port Elizabeth. 

The G., W. U. partieipated :Ln the annv.al con:f erence of the T. & L .. C. 

at Port Elizabeth :i.n early 1937, and took th';; opportm:.i ty to establish 

a· mixed branch of the white, coloured and asiatic garment wo~kers, 

the Port Elizabeth branch of the G.W. U. (G.W .U.P.B.) .3 • 

·---------------------· 
1. The Garment Worker/])ie Kler_:~-~;;:erl~, -July 1937 d 

2. "Report to the M::i.nister of Labour by the Wage Board. The Garment 

Making Tra<les 11
, dated 21 February 1938, p. 5 table 1. An. 190 1938 •. 

3. Minutes of the Inaugural Meeting of G.W .• U.PcE., 1 April 1937 • 
. . . . . . . 

G. W o U. Collection; The Garmen.! Worker/Die Klerevverker, April 1937, 

July 1937. 
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The G.Vl.U.F.E. ±'aced di:ff'Jcultj.es in its -e1"1deavours to conclude an 

- 1 
industrj_3l council a.greerr.:mt wi.th -~he local manufactv.re:rs • Al-

though an industris.l coi.:c:::J.cjJ. for Port Elizabeth and Kingwilliamstown 

was registered by J.939 5 it was only in Decem'bei' 1939 that an in­

dustrial council ae;reement we.B p11blist1ed 2 • It j_.s unknown whether· 

any 'gentlemen 1 agrEementf' operated :l.n t:':l.e :i.nCusi.;ry p~dor to t.he 

publication of the :Lndustrj.al council 2.gJ:•een'.er.t. 

The V!idespread U1'"1employment in the Port E':Li::.abeth cloth:i.ng 

industry and the resignations from the G.W.U.P.E. as a result of 

the press reports that garment workers in Germiston had been sacked 

f'or supporting the N'.Po in the general election contributed to the 

7 

Branch 1 s decline during 19)6 _,. Towar1ds tb e end of' the year therE; 

waR a 11 slight danger 11 that :;he G.WoU.P.E. VlO'.J.ld 
Lj. 

go out of existencE 

Maggie Gerber had been an activa member of the G.W.U.P.E. ~ince 

1937 and in early 1939 she was 5 the vice-chairperson of the Bro.rich 

She d:i.d not share the politic al V~LeWs of the G~ W" u. (!adre and j_n 

1.: Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting) 21 September 1937, 5 October 

1937, 12 October 1937. T.U.C.S.A. Collection. 

2 c "Report to the Minister o:t; Labour by the Wage Board (m the 

Clothing Industry, South Afrio.:.i 11
, dated 7 May 1948, pp. l·-2. An~ 

67 1949. 

3. Minutes of G.W.U.P.E.B.E.C. Meeting 1 1 June 1938, 18 June 1938. 

G.W.U. Collect:Lon; Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to E.s. Sachs, 8 July 

1938. G.W.U. Collection; The Garment WorJ:cer/Die Kl.erewerker, 

December 1938; Progranrme of Work and Policy for the Year 1939. 

G.W~U. Collection. 

4. Programme of Work and Policy for the Year 1939.. G. W. U. Collection. 

5. Unidentified st~tement on Port E2:i.rrnbetl1 dispute. G.W. U" 

Collection. 
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early l\1Ia1~ch 1939 turned dovvn an offer to become the Branch 1 s paid 

1 orgarliser Towards the end of March 1939 she attended a public meeting 

addrezsed by A. Hertzog e.nd P. 13othma j_:n rort Elizabeth., According to 

Gerber, she 3pproached A. Hertzog and discussed the position of' the 

local garment workers with him 2 

The NoR.T~ desratched two organisers, Bekker and L. Naude, to .Port 

3 Elizabeth during April 1939 Grobbelaar arrived in the city a little 

4 while later • The initial strategy of the lJ.R.T. group appears to have 

been to engineer the secession of the G-.W.U.P.E. from its parent union 

and then to gain control of the i11dependent local union.. A petition 

sponsored by Gerber and two other garment workers which callod for the 

secession of the G.W.U.P.E. was circulated at least at Mosenthal 5 

The N .. R .. T. group launched a campaign against "communism" in the 

city. At two meetings of garment workers organised ty the N.R.T. group 

Gerber describea. Sachs as a dictator. She added that Sae:l.rn and his 

6 satellites propagated tha establishment of a black republic 

In-response to the N.R.T. group's activity in Port Elizabeth 

the G. W. U. appointed Eli Weinberg, the secretary of the Cape Town 

branch o:f the Sweet Workers' Union and a former G.W.U. organi8er in 

1. Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to E.s • .Sachs, 22 March J..939 .. ·G.w.u. Collect­

ion; Affidavit by M. Gerber, 30 September 1941. G.W.U. Collection. 

2. Die Oosterlifi, 2 7 March 1939; A:ffidayi t by M. Gerber, 30 September 

1941. G. W. U. Collection. 

3. Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to E.s. Sachs, 28 April 1939. G.w.u. 

Collection; Ilie Oosterlig, 28 April 1939, 5 Ma~r 1939. 

4. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker~ July 1939. 

5. Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to E.S. Sachs, 28 A~~il 1939. G.W.U. 

Collection. 

6. Die Oosterli£~ 28 April 1939, 5 May 1939. 
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Cape ~·crm, as OTganiser of the Go W. U. P .. Eo 
1 

The G~W. U. despatched 
. ' 

K. ViJ..joen to assist Weinberg and J~ Cornelius paj.d a short visit 

to t)'.1c city 
2 

A. Scheepers also spent a 'Nhile h1 :Port :.inizabeth 3; 

In mid--May J.939 a Vereri:.i.e;j.ne; van _Klerewe:rkers was establJ..shed 

at a meeting attended by approximately thirty-one garment workerse 

Gerber was elected chairpe:::: son cf th8 Vereni_F:;if~f s provisional 

committee 
4. The Vereni(:Sin15's constitution restricted membership to 

white garment workers. In terms of the constitution the Vereniging . - ~-

i.mdertook simultaneously to bring about an improvement· in empl~yer/ 

5 employ9e relations and in tb e conai tions of service in the indmitry 

The G.W. UeP.Eo maintail1ed a cordial link with t:.::e m:Lniscule 

Port Elizabeth branch of the L.P. (whose r2.Ci8l -v:i..:;ws v1ere more 

t .... . ff . . 1 t 1 . ) 6 mod3ra e ~han ~he o· 1c1a par·y 1ne • 

ship with the Steeldi~ill management was soand. However, the 

1. Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to E.S. Sachs, 28 April 1939. G.W.U. 

Collection; G.W.U. pamphlet, 12 May 1939, signed by B. Meyer, B. 

Bowen, E. Weinberg and J. Cornelius. G.W.U. Collection; J. Cornelius 

to E. Weinberg, J.9 ,July 1939. G.W. D. Collection; The Easte:en Pro­

vi~ H~:cald. 25 Auguct 1939; E. S. Sac:hs to B~ Yl einberg, 18 Ju.De 

19354 G.W.Uc Collection. 

2. G-.W.U. p:::imphle+., 12 May 1939, signed by B., Meyer, B. Bowen, E. 

Weinberg and J. Cornelius. G.W.U. Collection; K. Viljoen to C.E;c., 

'Johannesburg, 15 May 1939. G.W. U. Collection; The Ga:r:ment ?fork~ 

Qi~-~~rke.z::., July 1939 i The Eas_!~2:_~rovi12,9e Hera_l<!, 11 May 1939. 

4. K. Viljoen to C.E.C., Johannesburg, 15 May 1939. G.W.U. Collec­

tion; Die Oosterlig, 15 May 1939. Gerber was thereupon formally 

expelled from the G.W.U.P.E. Affidavit by E.S. Sachs (n.d. )~ G.W.U. 

Collection. 

5. Constitution of Die Vereuigi~ van Kl~E~~-~· G.W. u. Gollectj.:on. · 

6. Minutes of L.J?.P.E:. Branch Commj.ttec Meeting, 5 May 1937, 30 March 

1939, 31 July 1933, 7 December 1939. J.J.P. Collection. 
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managemf:nts of Teikamdas a:ctd Mosenthc;l were not well d:i.sposed to-

ti".:lnal activity on the latter twc factories 2 • 

In late May 1939 delegates from a number of Port Elizabeth trade 

unions met· to consider ways to couni;er the influence of u:cacialism.11 

in the local trade unj_on moveme~t - i.e., probably the N.R.T. 1 s 
7, 

general activity in the city"'. A rally was subsequently held in 

late Ju."rJ.e 1939 ostensibly to celebrate sixty year1:; cf trade unionj.sm 

in.South Africa. A multi-racial audience - though the whites and 

non-whites wer.e separately seated - of over three thousand people 

attended the rally. The speakers at the rally includea Weinberg, 

W.J. de Vries (the general f;ecretary of the T. & L.c.), and J,J·. 

( ) 4 Venter the president of the Joham1esturg 2.'ransport Worlcers 1 Union 

Venter also addressed a number of meetings out.side Mosenthal an<l 

Teikamdas 5 • 

The demeanour of a numbe:: of pro-Vereniging super-::2.sors at 

Mosenthal inhibited the G.W.U.P.1'~~ 1 s membe:r~ship drive as the 

factory's wDrkers feared victimisation if they associatbd with the 

----------~,-----

1. Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to General Secretary, 16 June 1939. G.W.U~ 

Collection; K. Viljoen to C.E.C. 1 J·obarrn.esbure, 15 May 1939. G.WoU. 

Collection. 

2. Secretary, G.W.U.P •. E. to General Secretary, 16 June 1939. G.W.U. 

Collection; The Garment Worker/JJie Klerewt:rke::, ,July 1939. 

3. The Eastern Province Herald, 27 May 1939. 

4o Ibid.,, 30 June 1939; m.e Oosterlig, 3 J~l:Ly 1939 .. 

5. Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to General Secretary, 8 July 1939. G.Vv.U. 

Collection. 
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G.vr.u.P.E. 1 

members a-l~ 1\1ose!1thal and 11 qu:Lte a num.ber 11 at Teikamdas neither t~1e 

Vereniging nor the G.Vl~U.PsE• could overall gain the uppe1· hand in 

their membership drives among the white workers 2 • The coloured and 

asiatic workers proved reluctant to join the G~WeU.P.E. and at one 

stage Mrs. Gool (from Cape Town) was expected to come and assist th·e 
7, ' 

Branch in recruiting non-white members"· 

Sachs and Weinberg had initiated defamation actions against 

4-G.ro b be laar· and Bekker respectively The N,.R.,'.i'. 1 s .Port Elizabeth 

1. Organising Secretary to M. Gerber 1 1 June 1939. G. Vi. U •. ColJ.ection; 

Organising Secretary to F. Van der Berg, 29 Ma:v 1939. G. W. TJ. Collec­

tion; Statement by the G.W.U. Submitted to the Committee of Enquiry 

Appointed by Agreement between tbe Union and the P.E. Clothing Manu­

f'Pcturers1 Association to Consider and Determine All Mc.tters in 

Dispute bet.ween the Union and the EmpJoyers and Complaj_nts from 

Employees and Employers, ~.E., September 1941. G.W.U. Collection; 

Affidavit by Jo Grabler 1 18 September 1941. G. W. U. Collect.ion; 

Affidavit by I.E. Van der Walt, 18 September 194L G. W. LJ. Collection9 

Affidavit s. J *M. Manley. G. We U. Collection; Affidavit by M. Gerber • 
• 

G. W. U. Collection; :E'indings of Co1mnission. :Draft of Settlement of 

Strike. Statement, p. 6. G.w.u. Collection. 

2. Secretary, G.,W.U.P.E. to General Secre>te.ry, 16 June 1939 (Quotes 

in text). GoW.U. Collection; Statement by the Eastern Province 

Clothing Manufacturers 1 Association Submitt,~d to the Commission of 

Enquiry Appointed by Agreement between them and the G.w.u., September 

1941. G.W.U. Collection; Affidavit by M. Gerber. G.w.u. Collection. 

3. Secretary, G.W.U.P.E. to General Secretary, 16 June 1939. G.W.U. 

Collection. 

4. Judgment of Grindley-Ferris J., op. cit., quoted in The Garment 

Worker/Die Klerewerker, September 1939, pp. 10-12; The Eastern 

Province Herald, 25 August 1939. 
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campaign came to an end when its last ·two organise1°t=l in the city, 

Grobbelaar and Bekker, either withdrew or were withdrawn from the 

fray in early September 1939,. GEobbelaar voluntee:re~ for mil:Ltary 

service and disappeared from the scene (sic) 1 • 

In January 1940 Weinberg reported to the c.e.c~ that the 

G.W. Uc P.E. was making progress vis-a-vis the Verenigin~- Which was 

2 "in the process of disintegration" The managements of Teikamc}as 

and Mosenthal consistently opposed the inclusion of a closed shop 

provision in the inC:ustrial council agreement and the Verenig:Lng 

(which had neYer obtained :r.egistrntion) continued a twilight 

. t 3 exis·ence • 

Mosenthal and Teikamdas finally conceded the closed shop in 

late 1941 after Sachs bad led the G.W.U.P.E. members out on strike 

at the two factories. A 'gentleman's' closed shop had beeE in 

operation at Steeldrill for some time 4• 

--·-------------·---~---· -----.. -~--------·-···---
1. Affidavit by M. Gerber. G.W.U. Collecticn. 

2. E~ Weinberg to C.E.Cc, Johannesburg~ 8 Jar:ua.ry 1940. <J-cWoU. 

Collection. 

3. Affidavit by s •. J.M. Manley. G.W."U. Collection; Affidavit by IV.I., 

Gerber. G.W.U. Collection; Affidavit by c. Bouwer. G.w.u. Callee-

tion; Memorandum Submitted by thP. G. W. U; to the Industrial Col,,mcil 

for the Clothing Industry P.Ec on the Subject of the Proposals of 

the Union for a l'Jew Agreeme:::1t, April 1940. G.W. U. Collection; 

E.s. Sachs to J. Dock, 19 September 1941. G*W.U. Collection;. Affi­

davit by R.G. Teikamdas, 30 September 1941~ G.W.U. Collection. 

4. Dispute in the Clothing Industry P.E. Statement by 'Ghe G.W.U. 

Submitted to The Eastern Province He~ald by E.S. Sachs on the 13th 

September 1941. G. W. U. Collection; Reply from Mr. J. Dock to the 
. ' 

Statement Made by Mr. Sachs to The Eastern Province He::r.ald 9 Cloth:Lr.g', 
Trade Dispute. G.W.TJ. Collection; The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, 

September/Oc~ober 1941; The Eastern Province Herc::] . .d_, 16, 17, 18 
September 194-1. 
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CHAPT.E:R XIV 

COLOURED TA...BOUR. AND THE . WITYUiTERSHAND CUJOTHING 

MANUFAC~!URING INDUSTRY: 1939 - 1946 

The Influx of Coloured Iiabour 

It bas been noted elsevt:i::i.ere that a large number of coloureds 

were absorbed :i.nto the Johannesburg clothing manufactaring industry 

during the Second Vv'orld War 1 ~ The colour·eds weJ'.'e generally employed 

as machinists - c.n occupation that was p:revj_ously the v::!.rtual p:ce-

serve of v:hi te V1omen. 

The G,,, W., Ue ins:i.sted that the coloured ·1vorkers be seg:::-egated :f:tocr 

2 
their white colleagues In add:ttiori, from August 1941 factory in-

3 
spectors could enforce segregation by means of a fac:to1·~,- regulation ... 

However, segregation wa.s applied in the industry in a haphazard 

m "Y' 4 anne- • 

The white Vlorkers resented the iinfiltration 1 of coloureds into 

------------·---------------~--·· 

1. See pp. 27-28. 

2. Minutes of GoW~U. Shop Stewards Meeting, 13 Augnst 1942. G.W.U. 

Collection. 

3.. Factory Regulation of 28 August 1941, quoted at ninth day, 6 

September 1945, pp. 685-686, in "E.S< Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. 

4. "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cite: J.Jt1 • Te~cburgh 1 s evi­

dence. Eighth day, 5 September 1945; pp. 659-·664; Festenstein 1 s 

statement. Ninth day 5 6 Se9tember 194-5, pp. 701-701A~ 

·+ Cl u • 

.-
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J_ 
the industI'J' J3y 194-2 t:t~e G.\Y. U. r;as engaged in eonsta:nt endeavours 

to persuade recalcitrant white workers to accept the employment of 

2 
colo~reds in their respective factories :Che G.w.u. of'ficials 

drummed j_nto the white workers the need for a tolerant attitude to 

the coloureds in the industry. Sachs emphasised that the coloured 

workers o:f' the Western Cape would no·t. agree to the estabJ.j_shment of 

a national garment workers 1 trade union if' the white wo:i:kers con-tirn,;.ed 

'7, 
their hostile attitude to their colou:red colle:::.gues ~. It would 

appeBl' that Sachs and othe1· G. W,, U. officj_als at te:npted to sugar the 

pill by stating thBt the coJ.c.ureds would be E;mpl'.);yed on a tempo:cary 

4 
hasis during the war years until the white labour sup:c;ily improved 

B. The Germiston Rebellion 

In December 1941 Sachs estimated the Gerndstc1 membership of the 

5 
G.W.U. at J. 650 Until 1943 there were few~ if any, coloureds 

employed in t-Vir-o· Germiston clothing manufacturing industry. 

Separate wild-cat strikes erupted at the factories Germiston 

Clothing and Avondale during August 1943 over the in"li:(·oduction of 

1. Minutes of G. W. U. Shop Stewards Meeting, 13 August 1942. G. W. U. 

Collection; Min-!.ltes of G.W.U. General Meeting, 23 July 1942. G.W.U. 

Collection; Minutes of 1st Meeting of Shop Stewards of the G.W.U. 

:l!,ordsburg :Branch, 20 August 1942. G. W. U. CnlJ.ection. 

' 
2. Minutes cf G.W.U. General Meeting~ 23 July 1942. G.W.U. Collection. 

3. Ibid. 

4. Ibid. , 15 July 1948. 

5. E.S. Sachs's evidence. Eighth day, 17 December 1941, p. 576, in 
. . - . . . " . . ~ . . . . 

11 E.S. Sachs vs. Voortrekk.ersners Bnk. r:, ----.b.--::&-- op. ·+ Cl Vd 
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coloured pressers. While the white workers at G-ermiston Clothing 

ohjected to the employment of coloured pressers per se, the white 

workc:-·s at Avondale demanded seg:r·egation between the colaureds and 

whites employed in their factory 1 • 

At a special G.b.e.c. meeting H. Cornelius, the influential 

branch secretary, insisted that the branch act i~ accordance with the 

G.W~U~'s coloured labour policy. K. Meyer thereupon resigned as 

branch chairman in pro'.;e.;;t at coloureds being employed in the 

,... . t . d . 2 . uermis on in usT.ry • 

Wj_th the B.pproval of H. Cornelius, the Germiston Clothing manage-· 

ment took the initiative ir1 the Ger:miston industry a::::.d at the be-

ginning of 1944 introduced a h~ndful of coloured machinists j_n the 

factory 3 The coloured ma8hinists were completely segregated from 

the white workers in the facto27. Hc1:rever, the white workers reser1ted 

the employment of coloureds as machinists and a wild-cat strike broke 

out in the trouser section of the factory on the 9th February 1944. 

The m1rest spread to the rest of the faC!tory when H. Cornelius 

----~----···--··-----···-·~·· 

1. Minutes of G.W.U.G.13.E.C. Meeting, 7 April 1943, 11 August 19ti-3, 

18 August 1943. G.W.lJ. Collection; Minutes of Special Meeting o:f 

G.W.U.G~B.E.c., 13 August 1943. G.w.u. Collection. 

2. Minutes of Special. Meeting of G.W.U.G.B.E.C., 13 August 1943. 

G.W.u. Collection. Blacks were, of cou.-rse, employed in the 

Germiston industry as pressers (although not necessari.ly at Avondale 

and Germiston Clothing). Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 18 

January 1939. G.W.U. Collection. 

3. H. Cornelius's evidence. Twelfth day, 11 September 1945, p. 1018, 

in 11E.S. Sachs vs. A~B. du Preez", op. cit. 



ar:ci.ved later that day to mediate in the d:l.:3pute~ Order was :restored 
' .. 

at the factory wnen the management agJ~eed to dismiss tb.e coloured 

h .. t 1 mac l.lll.S S e The occupation of machinist remained. the vil"cual 

preserve of white women in the Germiston indu::.~t:ry until 1957 2 • 

M. Moll and E. Nel had played. the leac.ing roles in the disturbance 

at Germiston Clothj_ng.. Nel had led the str:Lke in the trov.ser section 

while Moll had given H. Cornelius a rough t:' .. me when the branch 

secretary had addressed the workers. The chairperson of the brs.i1ch, 

Sophia Meyer (the siste1~ of K~ Meyer), worked 1::,·I; Ger'ffiiston Clothing. 

She had been abused by the workers 1 in particular by Nel, whei1 she 

J. "E.S. Sachs vs. AoB. C.u Preez", cp. ci·i~.: M. Mcll 1 s evidence. 

Sixth day, 3 September 1945, pp. 471-477, seventh day, 4 September 

1945 1 pp. 491-536, 538-578, eighth day, 5 September 1945, P~e ·584-

6011 eleventh day, 10 September 19ti-5, J?o 949; E.J.,S .. Nel 1 s evidence. 

Eighth day, 5 September 1945~ pp. 604-·658j G.,E. :r .. aboyre 1 s evidc~nce. 

Ninth day, 6 September 1S.+5, pp A 72B-·733; E~M. Opperman 1 s evidence .. 

Ninth day~ 6 September 1945, pp. 734-746; s. Meyer's evidence. 

Eleventh day, 10 September 1945, pp. 958-9El2, twelfth day, 11 Septem­

ber 194·5, pp~ 985-1006; H. Cornelius 1 s evidence. Tw8lfth ,day, 11 

~eptember 194·5, pp. 1018-1064; MGE .M .. I'rins 1 s evidence. Twel:f.th 

day 1 11 September 1945, pp. 110)-1104, 1113·-1116. 

2. First J?rivate Agreement Entered into by Certain Members of the 

Germiston Number One Branch .... and the Ge1·miston J<.Jmployers, 1Tov-em.c2r 

1957. G. W. U~ Collection., There are signs that the Germi::~ton 

industry stagnated over the years. For example, the Germiston in­

dustry1 s share of the country:s production of men 1 s and boys' out-· 

wear decreased from 28 percent in 1938/1939 to 17 pe.rcent in 1952/ 

1953, while the Johannesburg industry's share increased from 38 

percent to 45 percent. H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., p. 101 table XI. 



129 

had :.:·~~fused to suppo:r·t tnein :Ln tb.0ir agitation against the employment 

:f 1 d - . . t 1 0 c:o oure s as macn:1n:i.s .s e 

lMll and N el vrnre S1,;;..unoned to a a ~.sciplinary hearing before the 

Gob. e. c. Sachs and J. Cornelius attended the disciplinary he::-,ring. 

Sachs f2.voured a lenient penalty being imposed on JY.!:oll anti NeL 

Nevertheless, the G.b.e.c. rE:solvec1 to take a firm stm1d and to expel 

the two w~men from the G.W~U .. 2 

Two members resig!l.ed from the G~ b. o. c. prem.:r·:iably in protest at 

t,he Goboe~c.'s decision. I-I. Cornelius anticipated a surge of dis-

content in the branch over the expulsions. The (}er:.nj.ston branch 

election was scheduled to tgke place at a general meeting on the 

1.. "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit.: M. Moll's evidence. 

Sixth day· 1 3 September 194-5, pp. 471-47? 1 seventh day, 4 September 

1945, pp. 49J.-536, 538-578, eighth dc.y, 5 Septem.oer 1945~ pp. 58-1-

501, eleventh day, 10 September 1945, p. 949; E.J.S. Nel 1 s evidence. 

Eighth day, 5 September 1S4 5, pp. 604--658; G.,E .. Labo~rre t S· evidenee c 

Ninth day, 6 September 1945, pp. 728-733; E.M. Opperman's evidence. 

Ninth day, 6 September 1945, pp. 734-746; S~ Meyer's evidence. 

Eleventh day, 10 September 1945, pp. 958-982, twelfth day, 11 Septem­

ber, 1945, pp. 985-1006; H. Cornelius's evidence. Twelfth day, 11 

September 1945, pp. 1018-1064; M.E.Me Pri!lS 1 s evidence. Twelfi.:b 

day, 11 September 1945, pp. 1103-1104, 1113-1116. 

2. 11E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du J?reez", op. cit.: M. Moll 1 s evidence. 

Seventh day, 4 September 1945, p. 493; E.J.s. Nel 1 s evidence. 

Eighth day, 5 September 1945, pp. 610-612; Jo Corneliusis evidence. 

Tenth day~ 7 September 1945, pp. 869-872, eleventh day, 10 September 

194-5 ~ pp. 896-897; S. Il'feyer 1 s evidence. Eleventh day, 10 September 

1945, pp .. 966-967, 972, 998-999; H. Cornelius's evidence. Twelfth 

day, 11 September 1945, p. 1027; E. Roberts 1 s evidence. Thirteenth 

day, 12 September 1945, pp. 1131-1133; L. Jord~m' s evidence. Thj.r­

teenth day, 12 September 1945, pp. 1138-1140; E.S. Sachsrs evidence. 

Thi:l:'teenth day, 12 S!?.ptember 1945, pp. 11.66A-1168 1 fourteenth day, 

13 September 1945 1 pp. 1268-1275. 
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29th February 1944. H. Cornelius posi;pone<l indefin::..tely the general 

-t. l mee 1ng • 

A fj.ve day ·vrnrk-·week operated in the industry. The letters 

notifying Moll and JIJel of their expulsion were delivered on the 

Friday af·l;ernoon (the 25th February 194-4) in an attempt to avoid as 

far as possible any unre.st at Germiston Clothing 
2 

Moll sought to inteI·est influential persons en her and Nel 1 s 

behalf. On the Saturday~ c.fter an abortive vj_sit tc a candidate 

in the munic:i.pal el~ction~ zhe called on a local estate agent, J. 

du Pisanie (an Afrikaner natj.onaljst activist) o Du Pisanie 

immediately contacted his parish clergyman, the Reve J.J. Fick (a 

member of tho O.B. and a former wartime emergency reguJ.~1t:.i..ons 

internee) 3• 

The G.W.U. 1 s conspiratorial interpretation of' subsequent events 

is based on an alleged meeting on the Sunday evening attended by Du 

Pisanie, J.So de Wet (the secretary of the Reform OrgaLisation within 

the iVJ..w.u.), Moll 7 Nel anc1 otheTso According to the G.w.u. the t.wo 

were instructed to return to work the following morning. It was 

hoped that the Germiston Clothing management would abide by the 

closed shop provision and eject the tw·o women from the factory. The 

-----·---------
1. Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 24 E'eb::.'uary 1944. G$W.U. 

Collection. 

2. Judgment of Neser J., op. cit., quoted in The Garment Worker_L 

Die Klerewerker, November/December 1945, p. 10. 

3. "E.S. Sachs.vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit.: M. Ivioll 1 s evidence. 

Seventh day, 4 September 194·5, pp. 558-560, 562; J.J. Fick 1 s 

evidence. Fifth day, 31 August 1945, pp. 330 1 333; J.C. du 

Plessis!s evidence. :B'ou:rth day, 30 August 1945, p. 266. 



other workers at the :factory, incensed at the management's conduct, 

would come out on strike e ~Ehe "Reformers 11 would covertly spread "the 

agitation and o:;.·ganise a general strikB throughout the Witwatersrand 

clothing manufacturing industry. ~.'he Afrike.ner churches were to 

supply the overt support for the campaign. The G·. W. U. leadership, 

tainted b3' its refus2l to fight the "blnck menace", would accordingly 
, 

become vulnerable to 1·emoval from office .L. 

Moll and .Nel returned to work on the M0n::1.ay morning. Al thougb. 

the Germiston Clothing man&,gement was aware of !.foll' s and NE::J.' s 

expulsion, it allowed the two women to work at the factory on the 

Monday and Tuesday (the 28 and 29th Fecruary 1944) 
2

o 

The Rev. Fick established an action committee on the 28th Feb-

ruary 1944.. Its membe1°s comprised Du Pisanie (2,s ;:;ec:;:'etars) :i the 

Rev. Fick 3nd a number of other Afrik2ner clergymen from Germiston. 

Three of the clergymen (Buneschans, JoC• du Plessis and s. de 

Villiers) as members of the Germiston Organising Committee in 1938 

had opposed the G.W~U.~s Germiston ~32ie Komrnando!s partici!Jation 

-------------------~---·--------·---
1. Johannesburg Report no. 1559, 28 February 1944, Special •. GMW.U. 

Collection; "G. W. U. P-.coceedings", opQ cit.: E. S. Sach3 ts evidence, 

9 February 1949, p. 1015, 25 March 1949, · p9 1848; Fr1illip 1 s state-

ment, 23 February 1949, p. 1267. The factions estE.blished by the 

N.R.T. within the M.w.u. and G.W.U. in 1938 were known as the Reform 

Organisations within their respective tr8.de unions - e.g., the 

Reform Organisation within the M.W~Ue The word :rReformers 11 was later 

loosely used to describe Afrike.ner natio:::J.alist activity in the trade 

union movement generally. 

2. Judgment of Neser J., op. cit., quoted in The Garment Worker/ 

Die Klerewerker, Hoiremrier/DE:cember 1945, p. 10. 
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, 
in the tc.~·n vs Yoo:rtrekker ce:ntcmar·y celebratic!.1. 

Moll and Nel were dismissed from their jobs on the 1st March 

1944. The workers at Ge:.:. ... ._'liston Clothing irrrn18dJ.atel3r came out; or:. 

strike. G .. w.u. offj_cials and members of the industrial council 

visited the factory and vvarned the strikers that the strike was in 

contrayention cf both the smergency v;ar regulations and the Indus-

trj.al Conoilj_ation Ac to The G. W. U. of:ficie.ls also promised to 

convene a joint meeti:r.t;, that afternoon between the G.b.e.c. 1 memoe:rs 

of the c.e.c., Moll, Nel and sollie thirty rep:r·esentatives from the 

factory. 
2 

The strikers returned to work 

At the meeting Moll am~ Nel rejected an offer that if they re-

canted and undertook to be loy~l members they could apply for re-

3 
adm~.ssio:n to the G. W. U. (An identical offer had been made in the _______ , _________________ , ________________ ~----· 
1. J.J. l!,ick's evidence. Fifth day, 31 August 1945, :PP• 330-331, 

333, in 11E.,S., Sachs vs • .A~B. du J?reez", Ope ..::it.; Tn.~ Gc..~~j; W~ke:c/ 

Die Kle:rewerJr:.3r, October 1938. 

2. "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez 11 , op. cit.: M:. Moll's evidence. 

Eighth day, 5 September 1945, pp •. 585-586; J. Cornelius 1 s evidence. 

Tenth day, 7 September 1945, pp. 874-875, 879, eleve:;:ith day, 10 

September 1945, p. 891~; s. Meyer's evidence, eleventh day, 10 

September 19!~5, pp. 977-978. 

:;. 11E.s. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", opQ cit.: M. Moll's evidence~ 

Eighth day, 5 September 1945, pp. 584-586; J. Cornelius 1 s evidence. 

Tenth day, 7 September 1945, pp. 875, 879, eleventh day, 10 September 

1945, p. 893; s. Meyer's evidence. Eleventh day, 10 September 1945, 

p. 979, twelfth day, 11 September 1945, pp. 1001-1006; E. Corneliu~'s 

evidence. Twelfth day, 11 September 1945, P. 1040; A. Scheepers 1 s 

evidence. Twelfth day, 11 September 1945 1 pp~ 1086-1088. It 

is unclear ·whether the G.W. Uo intended to retain the right to 2·ef'use 

admission to the Union even if the two women Tecanted. 



letters notifyj_ng -Ghe two women of the:Lr expulsion) 1 ~ 

The action committee held a mass protest meeting i:a. Germiston 

on the 3rd March 1944. 'I'he R~vc S.Pe Van de:r· Walt, a diI'ector of a 

Johannesburg clothing factory and 9.n e:x:ecutiv~; member of both the 

O.B. and the AcD. j was i.n the chair5 ~:be speakers included Pe <T. 

Meyer, th8 11 temporary" leader of the Arbe.:!:,£slaer. The resolutions 

passed at the meeting requested the Germiston manufacturers to C.is--

continue the closed shop agreement wj_th the G. W. U., called for a 

whi tc ga:rr:i.ent workers 1 trsde unj.on, and for a go-slow strike in the 

Germiston clothirJ.g manufacturj_ng i:ndustr~v as a :rn2ans of obtaining 

the reinstatement of I'lioll and Nel h1 tlwir jobs 2 ~ 

Industrial council ag:reements had the force of law and cou1d 

not unilaterally be varied or revoked by ·~he ma:o.u:La1;turc:'B. The 

people who a.rafted the resolutions either he,d no knowledge of in-

dustrial law or were merely interested in fann:i.ng the discontent 

among the G.W.U~ membership. 

Petitions which called upon manufacture:r.·s not to honour the 

closed shop provision ana to refi•ain from concluding any new 

industrial council agreement with the G.W.U,. were cireulated at _____________ , __ _ 
1. J.,C., du Plessis 1 s evidence~ Fourth ·day 9 30 August 1945, p. 268, 

in "E.s. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit. 

2. D~e Transy~, 4 March 1944·; Die O.B., 15 March 1944; To the 

Controller of Censo:cship. Report on !'fasi~nale Instituut vir Op-· 

voedinz en OnderVvys. Hastings Beck~ G.PcOe Cape Town, 29 Novembsr 

1944. Hofmeyr Collection; :rE.S. Sachs va. A.B. du Preez", op. cit.: 

J.J. :81 ick's evidence. l!1 ifth day, 31 August 194·5, pp. 34·8-349; M. 

Moll's evidence. Eighth day, 5 September 1945j pp. 588-589. 
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rt 't f'1 • 1 ~ermis on accories , ~re go-slow strike failed to spread to all 

the Germiston factoriese 

2 
March 1944 

J}·1e R0t.;OJ1 cnmmjt·;cAei"' "'U"ne· "'°'Or +.'.•.·.1e • ...,, !..J.. • _,...,JI.._ . • v .... 0 0 V .J VO ' .., 

Sachs was absent from the Transvaal between the 26th February 

?; 

1944 and the 19th April 19~4 -'. The G.W.U. distributed a number of 

pamphlets primarj_ly at Germiston j_n which it desc:ribed the people 

assisting Moll and Nel ac ~ inter alia, "Fascists 11
, "O. B. 's" and 

"Hitler agents" 4
• The G.W .. U. held factory meet:i..ngs at Germiston 

and Johannesburg to counter the p:ropaganda being spread against the 

Union 1 s 'Leadership and to d...i.ssuade the Germiston membersh:Lp frorn 
r 

supporting the petition J. 

The G. W. U. comrened a s:pecial general meeting at Joha.:n:c.esburg 

for the 16th March 19L1,4. The G.W.U. 1::i.rranged with the T.C.M.A. 

~hat the Union's members be permitted to leave work oarly on the day 

of the meeting (without losz of wages). According to the B.K.K., 

1. Minutes (;f G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 14 March 1944-. G.w.u. 
Oollection; Die TransvaleE, 7, s, 9 March 194-4~ 

2. Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.EoC• Meeting, 14 Maroh 1944. G.W.U 

Collect.ion; 11E.S .. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez 11
, op., cit~: J .. J. Fick 1 s 

evidence. Fi±'-Gh dby, 31 August 1945, pp. 350-351; lVI. Moll's 

evidence. Seventh day, 4 September 1945 1 p. 509~ 

3. Judgment of Neser J., op. cit., quoted in The Garment Worker/ 

Die Klerewerker~ November/December 1945, p. 11. 

4. Ibid. 

5. Minutes of G.W.Uc Ford.sbu:rg Branch Executive Committee Meeting, 

9 March 1944. G.W.U. Collection; Minutes of the G.W.U.G.B.E.C. 

Meeting, l4 March 194,~. G.w.u. Collection; FoTward, 10 March 1944. 
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the Ge:cmj.:jto:n. m.m.J.ufaetuI'eJ:'B wer0 subsequently in:t'ormed that the 

agreement did not apply to the Germiston induotry 1 • Consequently 9 

any Gcnniston membe:c' viho wished to attend the meeting wa2 o·bJ.j_ged 

to obtain her employer 1 s permission to leave work early that day and 

2 
to forfeit a pro-rata portion of her wage 

The special ge:neraJ.. meeting was cltt(:;ndeO::i by approximately four 

thousand members. Only a h8.nclful of Ge:c·rnis·~on members attende<I. the 

meeting. Moll and i.\fe:J. sr::.reptit:Lous1y gP.inetl admission to the 

r:eeting, presumably by producing 'the requ:i.red G.W. U~ Medical .tdd 

Society card. About sixteen Af~ikaner clergymen (who included Fick, 

Bonescha!"~s and Bruwer) attempted to attend the meeting to explain 

the Afrikaner churches I stnn.0. 0n the coloured labour j_ssue.. ~·he 

cle!'gymen were :ref1_u~ed admission as the;:r were non~membersc The 

clergymen were addressed in -\.-ttuperat:i.Ye language and a::::. e"tteni.pt 

was made to remove th,:: Rev. Pienaar 1 s trousers. Altl;.ou.gb the meetiDg 

was somewhat unruly a motior.. of confidence in the G. W. U. leG.dersi:dp 

3 was o··.rerwl:::.elmingly pnssed 

The act:Lon committee was extended to form the BQK.K. in early 

March 1944 in o:rder to be more representative of the Afr:i.kaner 

churches. The B. K. K. 1 s members were drawn from the Wj_·:;vmtersrand 

----·------------------------
1. Pamphlet tit1ed 11Blank Suid Afrika Red Uself", quoted at 23 

February 1949, Pe 1239, in 11 GoW.Uo Proceedings", op. cit. 

2. Brink's statement. Sixth day, 3 September 1945s p~ 451 1 in nE~S. 

Sachs vs. A.B. au Preez", op. cit .. 

3. Minutes of G.w.u. General Meeting, 16 March 1944~ G~W.U. Collec­

tion; Di8 Transvaler~ 17 March 1944; J.J. Fick 1 s evidence. Fifth 

day, 31 August 1945, p. 341, in "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. 0.u Preez", 

op. cit. 
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and comprised tvm c1ergy-:ien from e~ch of the three AfJ~ikaner 

. churches' Synodal Commission for· Social Evils, other Afrikal').81' 

clerg;rmen and a number of iayme:n., The lay-members incluc.led :Ou 

Pisanie (as secretary), Jo de Klerk and B. Schoeman. fc:!..ci,,~"'.n"'-1 wa"' \ JV .i..J. v .._ .. u r .1 l ..... 

the chairman of the N .. P& on the Witwatersrand) 1
0 Bonescha.nB, the 

deputy chairman, replaced l!"'ic:t as che.irme,n when the latter resignt::d 

2 from the B.K.K. during the first half of April 1944 

The BaK.Ko consistently denied any political colouring or in-

fluer.ce and claimed that its stand was bazed c:a the Af1'ikaner 

?: 

churches' support for segregation-",, The B.K .. K., opposed the employ~ 

ment of non-whites in operations performed by the wbite garment 

workers,, However, non-whi t0;::i could perform such operations ·..vi thin 

their own "conmmni ties". The B .. KeK. favoured sepa:i..·ate factories 

for white and non-white worke1·s 4 
o 

The B .. K.K .. adopted as a broad objective the ref0rmation of· the 

G., W. u. on a christian-ne.tional basj_s. The B.,K .. K.. stated tlrnt it 

wante~ to transform the G.,W.U. into a wbj_te gaTment workers 1 t:r3de 

·------------~-· 

1. Die T.L'ansvaler, 10 March 1944; B. Schoeman~ ~L:liewe iE d~~ 

Politiek 5 p. 116; tiE.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du P:reez 11
, op. cit~: J.,C. 

du Plessis's evidence. Fourth ~ay, 30 August 1945, p. 266, fifth 

day, 31 August 194:>, p. 300; J.J. Fick's evidence. Fj_fth day~ 31 

August 1945, pp. 330--331. 

De Klerk and Schoeman were later to serve as cabinet--ministers 

in N .. P ~ governmentio;. 

2. J.Jo Fick's evidence. l!'ifth day, 31August1945, pp~ 338-339, 

343E, in 11E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Pr·,eez", op. cit. For the 

reasons for Fick' s resignation see p. 139 footnote 2 • 

3., Die Transvaler, 10 March 1944, 16 March 1944. 

4. Ibid., 10, 18, 25, 27 March 1944e 
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The B. K. K., d:ist1·ibuted pa::.1-·· 

phlets and held a few mass meetings in Germiston du1·:Lng the first 

2 
half of 1944 • ·The B.K.K$ h:::d no prospect of its sympathhrnrs in 

the G.W.U. gaining control of the Germiston branch. H, Cornelius was 

in no hurry to hold the branch election and veicancies on the G. b. e e c .• 

";z; 
we~e fillei by co-optation /-

During the first half of 1944 the govermnent. bowed to pressure 

from a B.K .. K. delegation 1:ind N.P. M.J?,, 1 s in parliament and agreed to 

inquire ir.to the Germiston unrest. In late Augv.st 1944 We Madeley, 

the l\~inister of Labour, convened a joint meeting between himself', the 

B.K .. K~ and the G. W. u. The G. W. U~ vj.ewed Madeley and the B. K.K~ with 

Cilsdain and boycot·tetl the meeting. At the meeting A. Hertzog, on 

behalf of the B$KoK., placed a munber of requests rt:lating to the 

GcW.U,. before the Minister. Madeley was requested not to publish 

any new industrial council agreement unless the clr:Jsed shop prov:i.sion 

L Ibid., 10, 16, 27 March 1944; Pamphlet titled "Gan1ent Wo:i:-kers! 

Your Future Is in Danger! The Circumstances under Wh:i.ch You Work Are 

in Danger! Your Union Is in :Da:nger l 11
, issued by the Joint Ch"Lrrch 

Cornn1ittee. G.W.U. Collec·-Gion; "E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. 

cit.: J.C. du Pler~sis 1 s ev:i.dence. Fifth day, 31 August 1945 1 p. 

300; A.J. Pienaar 1 s evidence. Sixth day, 3 September 1945, p. 454. 

2. Pamphlet titled "Garment Workers! Your Futv.re Is in Danger l 

The Circumstances under Which You Work Are in Danger! Your iJnj_on 

Is in Danger!", issued by the Joint Church Committee. G.W.U. 

Collection; Die Transvaler·, 10, 16, 22, 27 March 1944-; J.C. du 

Plessis' s evidence. Fourth day, 30 August 194-5, pp. 285-288, in 

"E.S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit. 

3. Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 12 December 1944, 18 April· 

1945. G. W. U. Collection. 
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was sD.itably qualified; to inqi.l.ire, into a1leg2d financial irregu-· 

lari ties; to reh1state Mnll and Jfol i.n their jobs and to p1.:ovide 

t . . f' 1 t' 1 gove:J.-~1Illen supervis:i.on o ~ e~cc :Lons 

The Laboux Department had in the past endeavoured to induce 

industrial councils to inclv.de black workers in their industrial 

council agreements (even :a at different wages, \ ? ,,,-1-c . ... ~ u 0 J In early 

194·5 the G.WeUo was informed that unless black males were included 

and the closed shop provj_sion qualified, the Labour Department woulc. 

refuse to publish the new T .c .M.A. - G. W. U. industrial council 

agree:u:.ent. '.l'he Labour Department wanted a clause added to the in-

dustria:!.. council agreement which would enable the Minister of Labour 

to exempt workers, whom the G. ff. U. he.d either expelled or suspended, 

frcm the closed shop provis~.on 3• Hovrever, the j_:nd.ustrial council 

agreement was subsequently pubJ.ished without the industri.al cou~:~eil 

having acceded to either demand 4• 

An examination of the Ll~K.K .. 's membership and the speake'rs at 

its :i;ublic meetings indicate that the campaign was conducted within 

5 the 'sphere' of the A .. B. According to the A~B.'e official 

2. See p. 193 footnote 1. 

3. Minutes of' T. & L. C.N.J<~.c. Meeting, 6 February 194-5" T.u.c.s.A. 

Collection. 

4. Di~. Transvaler; 3 April 1945. 

5. J.C. du Plecsis's evidence. Fourth day, 30 August 1945, pp. 

266, 285-288, in 11E.S. Sachs vs .. ,LB. du Preez", op. cit,,; To the 

Controller of Censorship. Report on Nasionale Instituut vir Op::. 

~dipg en .. Onderwys. Hastings Beck. G.P.O. Cape Town, 29 

No-•.rembe:r 1944- e Ho:fmeyr Collection.,_ 
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1 history, the A~B. gave moral a.no. financj_al suppo:-ct to. the BoK. K. 

Common allegj.ance to the A.:Bu and a shs.red wish to discredit F).:n1l 

unseat the G.W .. U. leaders:1j.p -::nabled the 13oK.K. to function with a 

divided N.Pe and O~B. n::em.bership.. '.i_ihere are signs of j_ntrigue 

between the tvm groups in the B.KeK .. 
2 

The 0stablishment. of the Arbeidslaer in September 1943 and the 

intrigue within the B.K.K. contributed to the N.P~is decision to 

establish the B.W~:S.B. In his political autob:tograph;y B., Schoeman 

stat8d that when he disce:rned that the I3.KeK. v:0ulc1 achieve little 

success he decided to launch a more potent and wider organisation 

·;1hich would interest i tse1f hJ. the Afrikaner worker gener<J.lly :>. 

T:!:le .B.W .BoB .. was formally established on the 29th ,June 1944 after an 

~-
abortive attempt on the 20th April 1944 '.. There Ras an coerlap 

between the B.W.B.B. ts executive and the B.KoKe (e .. g .. , the ReY. 

Pienaar and Du Pisanie), J. de Kle:rk was appointed ;;ee:".'etary of ·t;ne 

. . 5 
B.W .,B.,Bo . 

1. A.N. Pelzer, op. cit., p. 152. 

2~ For example, Fick sta·ted that ha resigned f"rorr'. the B.K.K. as a 

condition of his release from interrillle:!:l.t had bee:n that he refra:i.:::1 

from participation in politics. However, it j_s poss:i.ble that the 

restriction had already been wi thdravm 'by the time Fick resigned his 

positione J.J. Fick's evidence. Ninth day, 6 September 1945, PP• 

338-339, in "E • .S., Sachs vs. A.B .. du P1•eez 11
, opo cit.; Minutes of 

T. & r,.C.N,E.C. :Meeting, 16 May 1944. '.i.i •. U.CeS.A. Collection"' 

3. B. Scboeman, Opo cit.,, p. 116 .. 

4. Die Blanke ~Verker, November 1946. 

5. Ibid.; B. Schoeman, op. cit., pp~ 116-117; J.J. Odendaal 1 s 

evidence. Sixth day, 3 September 1945, p. 397/400, in "E.S. Sachs 

vs. A.B. du Preez", op. cit. 
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Unlike the B.K.K. 1 the B.W.B.B. sought to enrol rank and :file 

members from the Af'rikaner society generally 1 A numb ex of garment . 
wc:::-kers enrolled members of the B.W.B.B. 

2 An o:;.'ganiser of the as 

G.w.u., Ho de Wet, joined the B.W#B,B. in an attempt to engage in 

3 undercover activity In April 1945 the B.KoK• submerged itself 

into the B.Vf .B.B. 4 By· the close of <Tune 1946 the B.W .B.B. 's 

membership had reached 2 366 of which 1 308 were professional men, 

farmers, housewives, pensioners and others while the rest were 
i;: 

workers employed in seventy-two occupations J. 

Approxil'.Ilately three thousand members at"'ce~ded a G~W.U. gene:rnl 

meeting at Johannesburg on the 7th June 1945 which was called to 

consider the p~oposed industrial council agreement. A motion was 

passed at the meeting vvi th one dissenting vote (A. Y..noetze) that 

association with or membership of the B. W .B.B. would result ::i.n 

expulsion from the G.W.U~ 6 

The G.b.e.c. associated itself with the meeting's motion and 

H. de Wet visited most of the Germision factories to inform the 

1. Die Blanke Werker 1 November 1946. 

2. "G.W.U. P:i:·oceedings", op. cit.: SoI. Ernst's evidence, 31 

January 1949, p. 825, l. February 1949, p. 826; B. Van Coller 1 s 

evidence, 14 March 1949, p. 1599. 

3. H. de Wet 1 s evidence, 9 May 1949, pp. 2172, 2185, in 11 G.W.U. · 

Proceedings", op. cit. 

4. Die Blanke Werker, November 1946. 

5. Ibid. 

6. Minutes of G.w.u. General Meeting, 7 June 1945. G.w.u. Collec­

tion; A. Knoetze 1 s evidence, 19 January 1949, pp. 464-465, 469, 

in "G.w.u. Proceedings", op. cit. 
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' . 1 
membeI'S of the motio1:. • '.!.1:he J3.,WcI>.BG hslt2d its enrolment of 2·.W.,U. 

members i:n order to prevent the~.r poss:U::iJ.e ~vic;timisation' 2 
# 

The Germiston branch returned to a :semblance of normality 

during the early months of 1946. Nel was re·-admitted ns a G. W. U,, 

member after haYing recan-lied; and the first branch general election 

since· the 1944· unrest occurred 3 ,, The general meeting at which the 

election occurred was not ·vvell .l.t d ., 4 
a•,.1 er1' ea ~ H~ Cornelius defeatsd a 

former mem.ber of the B.W .B.B., S. I. ~~irns t (a member of the Germiston 

) 5 bran.eh , for the post of branch secretary • 

1. Minutes of' G.Vf.U.G.B.E.Cc Meeting) 13 J\u.;.e 1945, 22 June 1945. 

· G.w.u~ Collection. 

2. Dj_e Blanke W_erker,. November 1946. 

3. Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 5 February 1946, 13 February 

1946, 14 March 1946. G. W. U. Collectiono 

4. Ibid., 14 March 1946. 

5. S~L Ernst's evidence, 31 January 1949, PP~ 807-808, 818-81'.J, 

82 i:; • ''G ill' u p d. II ::>, J.n · "' •. v •• rocee ings , 
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CHAPTER XV 

THE 1948 BLANKE WERKERS SE 

BESKEP.MINGSBOND CAMPAIGN 

The 1948 General Election 
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~he G.W~U., affiliated to the L.P., came out in support of the 

L.P. - U.P. electoral alliance in the May 1948 eeneral election. H. 

Cornelius L:;sued a G.W. U. pamphlet in support cf the L.P, 1 s Ge:rmiston 

candidate. The N.P. 1 s cai1diaatc in the co:nsti.tuency, Du Pisanie, 

replied with a pamphlet addressed to the Ge:cmiston garment workers in 

which he denied that he was an opponent of trade unionism. He wP.s 

opposed to the abuse of the closed shop provision an0. of large zums 

of the G.W.U. 1 s money being used (inter alia) to pz,y the parlj_a-

mentary election ce.mpaign costs o:f G.W. U. officials; to furtb.er 

Gquali ty betw8e:n white and non-white; and to propagate coramuri.ism. 

He also ::nade reference to the L.P. 1 s electoral pact with the 

'capitalist' U.P. 1 

K. ~if eyer, the t.:>hairman of the G. W. U. Germ.is ton branch, s·;...1pported 

the N.P. and attended one of Du Pisanie 1 s election campaign meetings. 

The audience, wt.ich included numerous garment workers, opted for 

2 
Meyer when requested to choose the meeting 1 s chairman 

1.. Circular issued by J. du Pisanie and addressed to all the garment 

wo1·kers of Germiston. G.W. u. Collection. 

2. Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 1 Ju1y 1948. G.WoU• Collection. 
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The Ne P. 1 s na:r:ro1-: victory hi. the gel"1era1 election caused con-

sternation among the G. W o U. 1 s cadre. J. Cor'~eJ.ius fled to Southern 

F.hodesia with her- husband, a Jewish :r·efugee :from Germany. They were 

later deported from Rhodesia ai:.d J. Cornelius returned to her po0t 

cf national organiser 
1

• Sachs withdrew his resignation as general 

secretary after the Coe.Ce agreed that 5 sl:.oula the H.P. government 

take action against him, half his salary would be.paid to his 

dependents 'JJ1til the scheduled expiration of his tenure of otf ice in 

1950 
2

e 

B. The Campaign 

The campaign is opened 

The B. W. B. B. 1 s executive, which had lc:3t many of its :;;irominent 

N.,P .. membe:rs (e.g., B. Schoeman and D11 Pise,nie), met only s:poradi­

cally during 1948 3 • The B.W .B.B. had an estimated mem·oership of. 

t. 
between three and fou.r thousand in J.a·ce 1948 r ~ The B. W ._B.B. had two 

full-time officials, J. Louhser(the organising-secretary), a:;Jd, a 

typiste 5• 

H. Cornelius had been elected unopposed as Germj_ston branch 

·----- ·-----·---------
1. Die Transvaler, 1 7 August 1948; Tb e Garment Worker/Die Kl.ere-

werker, July/August 1948; Minutes of T~ & L~C.N .. E.C. Meeting, 9 

November 1948. T.U.C.S.A. Collection. 

2. Die Transvalery 17 August 1948; The Garn:ent Worker/pie Klere­

werker, July/August 1948. 

3. J. Loubser 1 s evidences 22 February 194.9, pp. 1145~ 1156/7, 1165, 

in "G.w.u. Proceedings", op. eit. 

4. Ibid., p. 1 ~ rn;; 
J.. 1 ~'' 

5. Ibid., pp. 1144-1145. 
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, 
+ · i9~~ a ~g·- ~ secrevary lll _~I an. i ~b K~ 1Vleye1· convensu a 1 semi"".secret t 

. 
meeting at Moll 1 s house .in J\u:i.e 194B after. a number of Germiston 

membe:rs l:3d approached hi1n about removing II. Cornelius from her 

2 
post 3 The meeting was t:.tttended by Loubser 

A r1Jlnour circulated the Germiston fa.ctories that K~ ~foyer would 

be expelled from the G. W • u, for chaiI·.i.ng Du Pisanie 1 s meeting and 

4 for organising the ~semi-secret 1 meeting Despite the holding of 

three joint meetings between the c.e.c. and the G.b.e.c. during Lhs 

first half of J~ly 1948 no conciliatjon between Meyer on the one 

side and the c.e.c. and officials (including H. Cornelius) on the 

other was achieved 5 1 

The G.beeoc. resolved a+, t~1e final joint meeting on the 17tb 

July 1948 to retain H~ Cornelius's services and not to press for the 

removal of non-whj.tes from the industry. The G.b.e.c. also clecjJled 

l. Minutes of Germiston Branch General Meeting, 22. March 194 7. 

G.W.U~ Collection; K. ·MeyGr 1 s evidence, 26 January 1949~ p. 785~ in 

"G.W.U. Proceedi:1gs 11
, op .. cit. 

2. Minutes of G.W.U.G,J3.E.C. Meeting, l July 1948. G.w.u. Collection; 

Minutes cf the Combined Meeting of the C.E.C. and Executj.ve Committee 

of the Germiston Branch in Germiston, l 7 July 1948. G. W. D. Collection;,-

11 G. W. U. P.relceedings", op. cit.: J. Loubser 1 s evidence, 22 February 

1949, pp. 1146-1147; D. Hartwell's evidence, 18 May 1949, p. 23~-5~ 

3. "G.W.U. Proceedings';, op. cit.: K. lvieyer 1 s evidence, 1 February 

1949, p. 841; J. Loubser 1 s evidence, 22 February 1949, p. 1146 

4. Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, l tTuly 1948. G.W.U. Collect-· 

ion; K. Meyer's evidence, 26 January 1949 1 pp. 785-786 1 in "G.W.U~ 

P.roceedingsa, op. cit. 

5. K. Meyer 1 s evidence, 26 January 1949, pp. 793-795, in "G.W~U. 

Proceedingsir, op. cit. 
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In 1946 G.H. Van der '.Val t, who was about twenty-three year.c; of 

0 
age, began work j_n a cTohanne~~~:iurg clothing :factory ,_. Ee held 

~ 
leftist views~. He served on thG c.e.c. during 1947 and in February 

1948 was elected vice-president of the G.W.U. 4 By mid"-1948 Van 

5 de.r Walt liad become secr·etar;y of the Van Brandis branch of the I1. P. 

However, unknown to his contempo:rary associates~ Van der Walt 

had previously been convicted (inter alia) of theft a:r.d assault with 

inter..t to mu:r>der. He had also been detained O:i.'. several occasions for 

6 
observation in mental asylums • His lack of a formal education was 

aomewhat offset by his natural ability and intelligence 7 • 
. , 

Van der Walt 1 s relations vd th the G. W. U. cadre began to sour for 

1. Minutes of the Combined Meeting of the C.E.C. m1d Executive 

Cammi ttee of the Germiston Branch j_n Germiston~ 1 7 July 1948. G. W. U. 

Collection. On the q 1.iestion of the removal of non-whites .from 

the industry see p. 147. 

J6 1950. 

3. Ibid., pars. 129-130; Hansard4 Assernbl_y Debates~ voL 65, 20 

September 1948, col. 2804. 

4. Heport of the G.W.U. Commission of Enquiry~ par. 127. U.G. 16 

1950. 

5. G.H. Van der Walt's evidence, 23 November 1948, p. 138, in 

"G.W.u. Proceedings", op. cit. 

60 Ibid., 22 November 1948, pp. 108-119, 24. November 1948, pp. 256-

257. 

7. Ibid., 24 November 1948~ p. 200; Re12o_r_t_ of the G.W. 'lJ. Commission 

of Enquir;y_, par. 126. U.G. 16 1950. 
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unlmovm reasons in March/AnrE 1948 1 •. In June 194& the coe.c. 
~ I 

turned. down Van d8r WaltYs application for the post of national 

o~ganiser, in part 5 
2 on account of his :fondnes~:; for tile female sex 

On his application being rejected, Van der Walt covertly joined 

forces with Loubser wbile overtly continuing as a loyal leftist 
• ':>; 

member of the G.W.U. leadership Jo Van der Walt, who had been 

1 d f . t · · - .o .i-, B w B ,.., 4 unemp aye - or some ime, receivea a wage .£:r·om vne .• vi, .n. 

Loubser and Van der Walt surreptitiously comms:nceC. a campaign jn 

5 Johannesburg against the G.WoU• leadership A numoe:r of :::iympathetic 

garment vvorker.s were brought iDto the f1·ay to ass'ist 6 
thern 

(II) The spec~al general meetin.g 

In 194·6 - ·+ Whlues constitutea 54 pP,rcent, coloureds a:::ld asiatics 

22, 1 perct:nt and blacks almost 24- percent of the Witwatersrand 
f7 

clothj_ng manufacturing indu.;:,try 1 s work-forC!e 1 
~ne establishment 

of the nu~ber two branch of the Ge W. U. remaj.ned e, ccni::entious issue 

---- ------------· 
1. G.H. Van der Walt's evidence, 23 Nozember 1948, p. 146, in 

"G.W.U. Proceedings 11
, op. cit. 

2. Re..vort of the G.W.U. Commission of Enquiry, pars. 133-134. 

U.G. 16 1950. 

3. ·Ibid., pars. 129, 132. 

4. J. Loubser 1 s evidence: 22 February 1949, pp. 1151-1153, in 

"G.W.U. Proceedj.ngs", op. cit. 

5. Ibid., pp. 1153, 1178. 

6. "G.W. u. Proceedings", op. cit.: P.C. l\1oolman 1 s evidence, 21 

January 1949, pp. 646, 65 6, 661-663, 24 January 1949, pp. 690-691; 

H. de Wet 1 s evidence, 5 May 1949, pp. 2171-2172. 

7. See table 3 p; 11. 
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among the (white) 

·1 

mern.·~ers ..1~ 

]4/ 

The audience enthusiastica11y supported a member (Mrs. Delt-.:>rt) 

at a Johannesburg general mee4::ing in mid--July 1948 who exp::ressed the 

view that the coloured and bJ.ack workers should 11e removed from ths 

industry. Delpo~ct added that G. W. U. officials had earlier assured 

them that the eoloured vvo:rlrnrs wo-u.ld be employed ori1y for th·e· aura--

tion of the war. Sachs reminded the audience that it was in their 

economic interests to support the non-white workers in th.e industry. 

He em:uhasised that he was not prepared to engag1:: :i.il nkaffer-·kooJ.ie 

,[L.e., racis{] politics" and called for a vote of i::o:::::ifidence :i.:n his 

leadershj_p. The approximately three thousand strong audience. cve:c-

Wl'.i.elmingly passed a mot:i or1 of full cor..fideEce :Ln the Sachs acminis-

2 
tration .. Van der Walt supported Sachs in the co~fidenbe ~otion 3• 

A. K:noetze was an ardent oppone~t of the G-. W. U. leadership who • 

4 had made her views known a3 general meetings since 1944 
_, 

She was 

------------------------~·---

L "G.YV.. u. Proceedings" j op. cit.: D. V0sloo' s evidence, 2J Ja1~uary 
I 

1949, p. 632; S.I. Ernst's evidence, 31 January 1949, p. 812. · 

2. Minutes of G.w.u. Gem,_i'.'al Meetin.g, 15 July 1948. G.W.U. Collec""" 

tion; 11 G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.: D. Vosloo 1 s evidence, 20 

January 1949, pp. 5:53-536, 21 January J.949, pp. 624--625; P.C. Mool­

man' s evidenc~, 21 January 1949, pp. 653-?54. 

3. Report_of the G.W.U" Commission of Enquiry, par. 132. U.G. 16 

1950. 

4. Minutes of G. W. U. General Meeting, 13 July 1944 '· 7 tTune 1945, 9 

July 1946, J.7 Februar;y 1948 (Minute ·in the form of a staternent). 

G. W. U. Coll.ection; Repo£.!..2.:f. the G. W. U !..._ C'2E!.'~V- _ o.f E:n~i.d~~~z..~. par. 

84. U.G. 16 1950. 
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summoned before the c. eo c. for cau::>ing a distui·bance at the mid-July 

1948 general meeting 1 
A previous charge against her, a dubious 

2 
allegation that she had defa:irr3d Sachs, was revived • Th.e c .• e~cc 

convicted her on both charges and expelled he:t' from the G. W. U. 3 

It is unclear why the G.W.U. leadership decided to expel Knoetze~ 

Th'e t¥io charges against her undoubtedly cons ti tutecJ a pretext_ to 

remove her fro::n the Union. 

In late July 1948 the G·oW. u. ler::.dersh:Lp stumbled across a path 

which led to Van der Walt being un,'llasked as a:n intrigue:>:> agaj.n:o:t 

them 4
• The c.e.c4 duly charged Van der Walt with engaging :i.n 

ldisruptive' (sic) activity and set a date for his discipliner~ 
r.:; 

b.ea~cing _, e 

Iioubser and Van de:r' Walt jour1rnyed to Gape Town at tb e expense 

of the B. W .B.B,, They held a di.se1~rn.sio11 with Du Pisanie who was in 

Cape Town attending the :;::arliamentary S'2SBion. '.I.11e two also visited 

"!::he off'ices of the G~W.U.C.?. as Van der Walt wished to obtain an 

antj.-Sachs pamphlet distributed by the Western Cape trade union on 

-----------·----· 
l. gffoort of the_G,W!'_u. Com..1Jlissi.on of Enguir;z, pars. 89, 92. U.G-. 

16 1950. 

· 2. Ibid., pars. 90-91, 110; E.S. Sachs to Freedma~, 26 February 

1948. G.W.U. Collection; Windram, Wainstain, Freedman and Co. to 

E.S. Sachs, 11 March 1948. G.W.U. Collection; E.S. Sachs to Windra~, 

Wainstein, Freedman and Co., 8 April 1948. G.W.U. Collection. 

3. Re£9:r:! of the G. W. U. q_~:rrznission of Enquj·!Y, pars. 92, 112. U. G. 

16 1950. 

4. "G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.: A. 1Vlaisels 1 s statement, 23 

November 1948, pp. 184-185; G.H. Van der Walt's evidence, 23 Novem­

ber 1948, pp. 185-187. 

5. ~t of the G.W.U. Commission of_~n2uiry_, p~r. 137. U.Go 16 

1950. 



the Witwatersrand in late 1945 1 • 

Once the G.W.U. had initiated proceedings against him~ Vsn der 

Walt came out openly against the Sachs administration. However, he 

denied that he had any connection with the B~YI.B.B. He e.ccused 

Sachs of being dictatorial and stated that while he did not favour 

the removal of non-1vhi te worke1·s from the industry, he believed tha-t 

whites and non-whites should be organised into separate trade unions. 

He would use a constitutional provision to obtain a special general 

meeting at which a motion of no confidence :i.n the Sachs leadP.rship 
,.., 
t:. would be moved • 

Separate requisitions were circulated in Johannesburg an& 

Germiston. The requ:i.si tioiJs called for a G:?ecial general meeting 

within fourteen days of their mutual date, the 9th August 1948. It 

is unclear when the requisitions were handed to the G.W.U. The 

Johannesbu::".'g and Germiston requisitior.s held thirt~r and seventy 

3 signatures respectively 

A day or two PRIOR to Yan der Walt's scheduled disciplinary 

hearing on the 14th August 1948 the G.W. U. dietributed a pamphlet in 

which it :promised to convene a special general meeting to considE:r 

a confj_dence motion in the U!1ion 1 s leadership. The membership vms 

1. Jc Loubser's evidence, 22 February 1949, pp. 1154-1156/7, 1194-

1198, in "G.W~U" Proceedings", op. cit. 

2. ;Qi~Tran~val~~' 7, 10, 30 August 1948; G.w.u. pamphlet, 12 

August 1948. G.w.u. Collection. 

3. A. Maisels 1 s statement, 24 November 1948, pp. 218-219, 221-222, 

in "G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit. 
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reminded 1'hat association 11vd.th peopJ .. G or organisations which have 

for their' aim the disruption of the Ge W. U." was prohibi tea.. Van 

der W:::.lt was to the G.w.n .. 1 s "certain lrnowledge working :r.and in 

1 . '°' • th .... h B TIT B B 11 1 g o vi;;; wi i.. e .• n • ... • • • 

'"' VP.n der Walt attended his disciplj.nary hea:ring c.. He was dv.ly 

convicted of engaging in d~.sruptive s.cti vi ty and expelled from the 

By September 1948 t:Qe G.w.u. had announced that a penalty general 

~eetirig would be held at J"ohannesburg on the 16th September 194-8 to 

hear reports on the arbitration (for the neYi industrial council 

agreement) and the expulsio:i. of disrupters, and to cond.der a mo t:l.or.. 

4 of confidence in the Union 1 s :Lsadership 

The Van der Walt group r}istributed pamphlets and held m.JJ1lt:rov.s 

::neeti:o.gs and factory meetings at Germiston, Johannesburg and in i:;he 

suburbs 5
o The speakers at the meetings included Van der Walt, 

--·----
1. G.W.U. pamphlet, 12 August 1948. G~w .. u. Collection. 

2., A. MaiselsYs statement, 23 November 1948, p .. 184, in "G,,W.U. 

Pr·oceedings", op. • -I­
Cl..,. 

3o Re;e_ort of the G.W.U. Commission of EnquirY-_, par. 140.' U.G. 16 

1950. 

4. GoW.U. circular advertising the 16 September 1948 meeting, signed 

by A. Scheepers and E. S~ Sachs. G. Vl o U. Collectiono 

5. Circular signed by G.H. Van der Walt and A. Knoetze4 G.W4U. 

Collection; Die Transvale:r:_, 3, 10, 11 September 1948; nG.W.U. 

Proceedi:c.gs 11 , op-. cit .. : Ao Y.noetze 1 s evidence, 19 January 1949 1 p. 

453; J. Loubser 1 s evidence, 22 February 1949, pp. 115.6/7-1159; A. 

Scheepers 1 s evidence, 10 May 1949, p .. 2277; G.H. Van der Walt 1 s 

evidence, 24 November 1948, pp. 223-224e 
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Knoetze arid. Hagel (of th.:- South Afr:Lean I!'on and Jteel Trades 

A . t• ) 1 ssoc1a ion • Wl1iJ.e Ijouhser provide(l much organisational assistance, 

he dia not address any meetings 2 
e K .. Meyer nddreesed Van der Walt 

group meetings in Germiston. The Germiston members were u:rge:: to 

attend the general meeting 3
e 

The GeW.U. leadership viewed the efforts to mobilise the Germ.is-

ton membership with increasing alarm. In a G .. W.U. circular dated the 

13th September 1948 th"' Germiston membe:r.'ship was cautioned again0t 

leaving work early to attend the genE::ral meeting as no arrangements 

had been made with the Ge:r-m:i.ston manuf acturerse The members were 

warned that a worker who left work early without her employer's 

permission faced severe penal t:i.es including summary dismissal from 

her jobe The cj_rcular added that according to the constitution every 

branch managed its own 'affairs, and that the hall could not acco:m ... 7!10-­

date all the Witwatersrand members 4 • 

When his attentiori was drawn to the circular K. Meyer separHtely 

apprOtiChen Scheepers and H. Cornelius in an unsuccessful attempt to 

1. Die T:ransvaler_:, 3, 10, 11 Septembei~ 1948; A. Hepple, op. 'Cit., 

p. 56; "G.W.U. ProceeJ.ings'', op. cit.: G.H. Van der Walt's evidence, 

24 November 1948, pp. 223-224; A. Knostze 1 s evidence, 19 January 

1949, pp. 448-450, 453; K. Meyer 1 s evidence, 2 February 1949, pp. 

848-849. There is no evidence that Y.noetze was.associated with 

Van der Walt prior to her expulsion. 

2. J. Loubser 1 s evidence, 22 :B'ebruary 1949, pp. 1156/7-1159, 1178, 

in "G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit. 

3. pie Transvale::-, 3 September 1948, 11 September 1948; M. Begg 1 s 

evidence, 2 March 1949, p. 1402, in "G.WeU• Proceedings", op. cit. 

4. Circular addressed to the garment workers of Germiston, 13 Sep­

tember 1948, signed by A. Scheepers and E.S. Sachs. G.W.U. Collection. 
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obtain pe:."TIJ.ission to holu a Germiston branch general meeting on the 

15th September 1948 1
• K. Meyer went r1head and convened a general 

roeetirig for the 15th September 1948. E. Cornelius issueo a pamphlet 

in which she explained that the meeting had not been called t;/ the 

A few hundred members attended the Germiston general meeting 

organised by K. Meyer. The meeting passed a motion of no confidence 

in Sachs, Scheepers- an:l. H. Cornelius o It was also decided that J.;he 

';; 
f.:.ermiston members would attend the Johannesburg meettng "• 

The Johannesburg general meetj_ng was scheduled to begin ai; 5 

Only approximately two hundred Ge:rmiston members caught a 

specinl trai.n organised by Lo'J.bser whioh enabled them - at least some 

of whom were able to completG a full day's work -- to make the 

Johannesburg meeting more or less on time 5 • However, when the 

Germiston conttngent arri.ved at the meeting at about 5.20 P.M. tiley 
~ .. ·_. __ 

1. "G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.: K. Meyer's evidence, 25 J'c:muary 

1949, p. 757; J. IJoubser' s evidence, 22 February 1949, p. 1159; A. 

Scheepers 1 s evidence, 11 May 1949, p. 2289. 

2. "G.W.U. Proceedings!', op. cit.: K. Meyer's evidence, 25 January 

1949, pp. 757-758; s.c. Snyman van Heerden 1 s evidence, 2 February 

1949' !'· 861. 

3. Die Transvaler, 16 September 1948; ------ -
11 G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.: 

s.c. Snyman van Heerden's evidence, 2 ]'ebruary 1949, p. 861; L.C. 

Scheepers's evidence, 16 February 1949~ p. 1108; J. Loubser 1 s evi­

dence, 22 February 1949, p. 1160; H. de Wet's evidence, 9 May 1949, 

pp. 2208-2211. 

4. R~ort of the G.W.U. Commission of E12Sl.uiry, par. 183. U.G. 16 1950. 

5. Ibid.., pars. 183, 391; 11 G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.: A. 

Maisels 1 s statement, 23 November 1948, p. 145; K. Meyer 1 s evi~ence, 

25 January 1949, p~ 759; J. Loubser 1 s evidence, 22 February 1949, PP.• 
1200-1201; M. Begg 1 s evidence, 2 March 1949, p. 1403; A~ Scheepers's 

evidence, 10 May 1949, p. 2280. 
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f d th , l , " f a d · · 1 ow1 e aoors c osea ana were re.use. a mission • 

Nagel, Loubser and J.CJ.B~ Schoeman (the acting chief of the 

RoD.B .. ) were among thi:; crowd 0.f bystanders which had gathered. out­

side the hall 
2 ~ Van der Walt addressed the crowd in a provocative 

manner 3• ~.;he crown pushed against the doors 4• 

The arbitration e;:rard was like the curate 1 s egg 5.. The motion 

of confj.dence was the first matter on the agenda to be conside:ced by 

the meeting which was attended by approximately three Thousand 

6 
members • Approximately seventy-three members voted in :favour of' a 

7 motion of' no-confidence in the Sachs leadership • 

L Renart of the G.W.U. Commission of _ _l'.nq_lliry, pa!'s. 183, 395. TJ.G. 

16 1950. 

2. "G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit.: G.H. Van der Walt's e·vidence, 24 

November 1S48, p. 213; A. Knoetze's svide:cce, 19 January 1949, pp. 

448-449; J.C.B. Schoeman 1 s evidence, 23 February 1949, pp. 1252-

1253, 24 February 1949, p. 1315. 

3. Report of the G.W.U. Commission of Eng;utsy~, pars. 398-399. U.G. 

16 1950. 

4. Ibide, par. 395. 

5. The arbi tratort; had granted a forty hour work-week but had de­

clined to grant an increase in wages or to giYe the green light for 

the establishment of a provident fund fo~ the workers. 

WorkerLDie Klerewe~, July/August 1948. 

The Garment 

6. Minutes of' G.W GU. General Meeti21g, 16 September 1948. G.W. U •. 

Collection; Re;eort o:f the G.W.U. Commiss:i.on of Enquirz, par. 401. 

U.G·. 16 1950e 

7e M. Hart 1 s statement, 2 March 1949, p. 1402~ in "G.W.U. Proceed­

ings", op. cit. 
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~:he gene~".'al clamour outside th8 hall caused by the struggle to 

gain entry to the meet:Lng resulted j_n numerous members of the 

m.td.ie11ce becoming hysterical 1 ~ After the coriJ?idenee vote Scheepers 

. 2 
premat~rely closed the meeting • The doors were opened and limited 

clashes occurred between the opposing groups 3 Nagel and K. Mey8r, 

among others, subsequently addressed a crowd outside the hall 4 .. 

c. The Germiston :Branch and the Garment 

WorkeI·s' Union Co.iillllission of Enquiry 

The following d"-Y at lunchtime K. Meyer led approximately one 

thousand members to the Germiston b:r:a:nc:h office to demc.nd a branch 

general meetinge The branch staff inithi.lly r.E:fused to open their 

office door but H. Corr1.elius eventually agreed to draw up a requ:Lsi-

t . f b . t• 5 ion ·or a ranch general mee ing ~ 

The Coe.c. at a lun8ht::;.me meeting that day resolved to dissoJ.ve 

the G. b .. e, c. and despatched J. J3reytenbach to delj.ver the d:Lssolution 

letter to K. Meyer. Breytenbach returned to Johannesburg with the 

requisition which held approximately ninety-five signat"vl.res 
6• 

No branch general meeting was e~rer organised by the c.e.c. in 

---~----·--------

L R~_port of the G.W,, TJ~ Co1muj_ssion of Enquiry., pars. 395-396. TJ. G. 

16 1950 .. 

2. Ibid., pars. 401-402. 

3. Ibid,, pars~ 401-407. 

4. K. Meyer 1 s evidence, 2 February 1949, p ,. 848, in "G. V{. U • Pro­

ceedings", op. cito 

5. Ibid., 25 January 1949, pp. 762-763. 

6. Re.P._.O:Ct of the G.WOTJ,! __ Cornission of ~ir,;z~, pars. 210-211. u.G~ 

16 1950; !!G.,WeU .. P-roceedings 11 , ope cito: K .. Meyerts evidence, 25 

J~nuary 1949, p .. 763; J., Breytenbach ts e·,rj_dence, 28 March 1949, 

P• 1904. 
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:cespo:nse 1 tc the requisition .. An mwfficia1 branch gene:r.aJ. meet:Lng 

was heJ.d on the 22nd September 1948~ IL, Meyer emphasised. at the 

meE-"ting that the Germiston mernbr::r::: would not h:Lv:e o:f.'f fr·o::n the G~ W ~ TJ. 

A motiC.i.l was passed thanking B. Schoeman (now Minister of Labour) fo:r 

the appointment of a commission of enquiry i.nto the G., W., TJ. ( disCU8sed 

below). The meeting elected a ·oranch chairman (K. Meyer), sec:ret.0.ry 

and executive committee 2• 

Although requested by hoth Van der Walt and ti.ie G..,WaU., the police 

authorities had declined to provide police protection for the J..6th 

Septe:mbeJ'.' 1948 meeting 3• Scheepe:t:>s wired the Minister oi' Justice 

after the meeting.. She requested hii:u to institute a public enquiry 

(inter alia) into whr the J·ohannesburg police had refused to provide 

police protection for the meetjng and why a special train had been 

placed at the disposal of the Germiston membership 4 • 

While the Minister of ,J u.stice declined to take any steps in the 

matter~ B,, Schoeman announced the appointment of a com:r::..ission o:f 

enquiry.. The commission was to j_nquire into the disturbance at the 

meeting, the circu.awtances which gave rise to the disturbance, and 

the administration and affairs of the G.,W.,Uo (in particular, the 

suspension and expulsion of members and the admj.nistration of the 

Unionts funds) 5 

1. K. i'.'!eyer 1 s evidence, 25 January 1949, p. 763, ir1 "G.W.,U. Pro­

ceedings", op. cit. 

2. Die Transvaler, 23 September 1948. 

3. M. Zimmerman's statement, 17 March 1949, p. 1688, in "G.W.,U. 

Proceedings", op. cit. 

4. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, January/February 1949 .. 

5o ~-~EoEt of the G.W.U. Commission of ):!;nqu,.;i.,E;:t,~ p. l. U-G. 16 1950. 



Durir!g ·the parliP:.lente.ry debate in which he announced the 

appointment of the commission, B. Schoeman recalled a 19~8 gene~cal 

election canvassj_ng visit to Van der Walt 1 s home. Schoeman 5.t;s-

cribed Van der Walt as "not only extremely left labour but more 

1 communistically inclined than Sachs" In an :i.nterv:tew with Die 

Transvaler Van der Walt explained that a.s a loy2.1 member of· the J,eJ?. 

he had been obli.ged tc defend the ultra-left group in the Party. 

He had never shared such vi9WS and his sympathy now lay with the 

N.P. 
2 

The G.W.U. engaged in a prelimina:ty legal skirmish and Van de:r 

Walt, during the latter half of November 194-8~ was the first witness 

3 to give evidence relevant to the comm.issio~' s te:r.-ms of reference 

.The G~ W. U .. ts counsel, A. Maise ls~ immediately exposed the former 

vice president's cr1minal and Benta1J.y 1}.:nstable past 4• Van der 

Walt was duly eased out oi the antj_-G, w. U. leadership struggle. 

l. Hansard Assembly Debates, vol. 65~ 20 September 1948 5 col. 2804. 

2. Die Transvaler, 22 September 1948c 

3. Report of the G. W. U. Commission of EnquiE;Z_, pars. 18-20. Uc G. 

16 1950. 

4. G.H. Van-der Walt's evidence, 22 N~vember 1948, pp. 108-119, in 

"G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

UNDER A NATIONAL PAR'.i:'Y GOVERNl'llENT 

A,, The Struggle Continues 

The G .. W .. U. suffered harassment during 1949~ The G.w.u. Commission 

of Enquiry continue a its :i.nvest:l.gations into the administration and 

affair;:; of the G.vr~u. The N.P •. government refused to issue passports 

to and withdrew passpo:rt~ from a number of G.WoUe leaders (wh-ite and 

coloured) 1 • The government also declined to publish the industrial 

cOU!lCil as;reem&nt (which embodied the September 1948 arb:1.trat:i.on 

award). The authorities ob jected1 in part~ to the closed shop pr::i-

vision in the industrial 2 
council agreement 

The T.,C.~.~.A.: s members adherP.d to the p:i:.'ovisio:ns of the un-

published industrial counci:L agreement. An industrial counc~i.l agree­

ment was :published in early 1950 3• Although the published agreement 

contained no closed shop provision, the T~C,,McA .. 1 s m.embe:cs apparently 

continued to deduc"t G. W. U.. dues from all the eligible wo:rkers.. A 

-----·------------------------
l. The G-arment Worker/Die KJerewerk~ May/June 1949, July/August 

1949, September/October 1949; Minutes of G.W.U. Shop Stewards 

Meeting, 4 June 1949. G.W.U. Collection. 

2. Re Publication of Industrial Agreement. Ex P~rte G. W. U. 

Opinion by s. Kentridge, 10 February 195d. G.W.U. Collection; E.S. 

Sachs to Secretary for Labour, 10 May 1949. G.w.u. Collection. 

3. Minutes o:f Special Meeting of G.W.u.c.E.c., 21 Pebruary 1950. 

G.w.u. Collection. 

\ 
\ 
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qualified closed shop p:r'ovision was r0stored to the industrial 

council agreement in 195L In terms of' the new closed shop provision 

a G-.W.Uo member who resigned or Wb.S expel.led from thE. Union could 

continue in her empJ.oyrae:nt 1 ~ 

Separate action committees, which were opposed to the G.W.U. 

leadership, were establishea in Johannesburg and Germi~d:;on in late 

1948 
2

• The action committees consisted of members and expelled 

members (i,.e~, Knoetze and Van der Walt) of the G.W.U. 3 

The Germiston ection coJ:J.n:d.ttee was under the chairmanship of 

K~ Meyer and possibly comprised th~ unofficial G. b._e.c. which had 

4 been elected at the 22nd September ~-948 meet:Lng • The Germi.ston 

action committee was more active than its J"ohannesburg counterpart 

du:r:ing 1949 5. The G.W.lr. resor~.;2d to a mixture of financial bribery 

and a threat to expose his fardly as TpJ.ay wb.ite8 1 - Le., colou:ceds 

masquerading as whites - in 9. large1y abortive attempt to induce 

Meyer to hal't h:Ls opposi tj on activ:L ty ?. 

1. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 13 August 1951. G.W.U. Colle~tion. 

2. "G.W.U. P2•oceedings 11
, op. cit.: D. Vosloo's evidence, 21 January 

1949, p. 587; S.E. Snyman van Heerden 1 s evidence, 2 February 1949~ 

pp. 871-872; K. Meyer's evidence, 2 February 1949, p. 848. 

3. "G.W.U. Proceedings 11 ~ 011. cit.: As Knoetze's evidenoe, 19 Janu­

ary, 1949, p. 429; D. Vosloo 1 s evidence, 21 January 1949, p. 583; 

P. C. M:calman' s evidence, 24. January- 1949, Pp. 707--708; S.I. Ernst's 

evidence, 31 January 1949, pp. 824-825. 

4. Circular issued b;y the Action Committee, 29 August 1949, signed 

by K. Meyer, w. Van der Nest and c. Spies. G.W.U. Collection. 

5. Ibid.; Minutes of G.W.U. Germiston Branch General Meeting, 30 

August 1949. G.W.U. Collection. 

6. Report of the G.W.U, Commission of Enquiry, pars. 289-293, 297-

3 08. U. G. 16 19 5 0. 
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By the close of 1949 the cTohanne:-iburg action cmnmi ttee had 

ceased to function. However 1 j_t would appear that the Vigilance 

Co'!"',rnittee which emerged with the new year was the li11eal descendant 

of the Germiston action committee. The G.W.U~ leadership reluctantly 

accepted the preseri.ce of an opposition group in the Union a:nd on 

occasion during 1950 allowed representat:Lves of the Vigilance 

Committee (who were often shop stewards) to a.da.ress shop stewards 

1 meetings 

The G.W.U. leadership moved to restrict the ability of the 

opposition members to oppose the Union's admj.nistration.. The G.WaUo 

convened a general corue special gene;.-al meeting at Johannesburg for 

the 18th Februa:::'r 1950.. SachsYs terms of office was clue tci expire 

and a general secretary was to be elected at the general meeting. 

The special general meeting would conside1· three proposed constitu·­

tional amendments (Le., that attendance at Joh~nnesburg g~neral/ 

special meetings be limited _to members ej_ther resident C'r employed 

in the city, that the minimum supnort for a rf'quisitionGd general meeting 

be increased from twenty members to a g_l:.arter o:f the membership, and 

that a national congress cc;nprising delegates from all the G. W. U. 1 s 

branches be empowered to amend the constitution) 2
a 

Loubser (now organistng-secretary of Die Ko-ordinerende Raad 7an 

1. Minutes of G .. W. U e Shop Stewards Meeting, 11 February 1950, 19 

August 1950, 23 September 1950. G.w.u. Collection. 

2. E.S. Sachs to Registrar of Trade Unions, 3 January 1950. G.W.U., 

Collection; Minutes of G.W.U. Shop Stewards Meeting, 11 February 

1950. G.W.U. Collectiona The co~stitutional amendments have 

been discussed in part at pp. 33-34. 



160 

Suid Afri:~aanse Valrv0reni_e;ing_§_) was close1y associated with the 

Vig:i.lance Com.mi ttee 1 ~ Knoetze may haYe been employed as an organiser 

of Die Ko-ordinerende Raad van Suid Afrilrnanse VakveJ:·eniP'ings. 
------.. - -..> .. • ~ 

r,oubser denied a rumour that he would oppose Sachs for the post 

of general secretary. He stated that the election was by a hand vote 

and that the hall which could or,ly accO!iL.'llOdate a portion of the 

membershi:p was 11 packed" at election meetings with G. VL U o leadership 

supporters. Conseq_uentJ.:r, the "anti-communist" opposition would not 

Gontest the election 2 • 

A week before the 18th February 1950 :meeting two representatives 

of the Vigilance Committee P,ddressed a shop stewards meeting.and 

submitted a petition signed by approximately fifty members. '.T:he 

petition requested that the general secretary and president be elected 

by a ballot of all the (white) memberu. The two representatives were 

informed that the const:i.tution made prov1sion o:nly :for elections at 

general meetings 3 

Loubser and Knoetze addressed members in Ger:miston and urged 

them to arrive outside the hall well before the meet:Lng 1 s scheduled 

co!lllilencement time (the 18th February 1950 was a Saturday) 4 • Loubser 

and Knoetze qrrived at the hall well before the meeting was scheduled 

to beg~.n. Knoetze addressed their supporters and instrµcted them to 

1. Die Transvale~, 15 February 1950. 

2. Ibid.; Die Vaderland, 15 February 1950. 

3. Minutes of G.W.U. Shop Stewards Meeting, 11 February 1950~ G.W.U. 

Collection; Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 13 February 1950. 

G.w.u. Ccllection. 

4. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 13, 20, 27 February 1950. G.W.U. 

Collection. 
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support a motion that the general secretary be elected by a ballot 

of' all the (white) membern 1
• It is u!;;.ce:r-tain why this initiative 

was pursued in the light of t.he ansvver l'eceived by the two i·epresen-

tati.ves of the Vigilance Cammi ttee. 

Approximately two thousand members attended the meeting. The 

motion that the general ·secretary be elected by a ballot of all the 

(white) members was proposed by a representative of' the Vigilance 

Committee, a Mrs. De Swardt (:Moll 1c sister). Sachs parried the 

motion., He aclmowledged that it was a reasona'ble demando However, 

he. pointed out that it required a consi;i tutional amendment and 

2 promised to bring it before the proposed national congress • 

As Sachs was the only candidate for the post the election took 

on the form of a motion of' conf'j_dence in his adm:i.ristrati:::-ne 

Approxima-tely fifteen members opposed Sachs's re-election e.s general 

secretary c ~1he three co;.1sti tutional amendments were m1animoilsly 

d , .._. t• 3 approve oy ~he mee ing • After the meeting clashes occurred 

between Sachs 1 s supporters and opponentG 4• 

The industrial registrar refused to register the amendment which 

1. Die Vaderland, 18 February 1950. 

2. Die TransvaJ.er., 20 February 1950; Die Vaderlan~-' 20 Feb:ruary 

1950; w. de Swardt 1 s evidence, 14 March 1949, pp. 1582-1533, in 

"G.W.U. Proceedings", op. cit. 

3. Die Transvaler, 20 February 1950; Die Vaderlar.ta, 20 February 

1950; The GaJ.'Tilent Worke:r/Die K;];~~]<~, March/April 1950; Minutes 

of G.w.u.c.E.C. Meeting, 20 February 1950. G.w.u. Collection. 

4. Die Transvaler, 20 February 1950; Die Va_§erland 1 20 February 

1950; The Garment V{orke:c/Die Klerewer_ker, M2rch/April 1950* 
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sought to limit attendance at Johannesburg general/special :meetings 

to members either resident or employed in 'the city 1 • The G.W.U. 

eventv~.>J.ly obtained the r·egistration of an amendment :which increased 

the mj_nimum support for a requisitioned general meetj_ng to a t:!.-iousand 

? 
members-. The national ccngress amen6.ment has been discussed 

elsewhere 3• 

B. The Suppressj_on of Commun5..sm Ac'i:; 

During mid-1950 the G.W~U. leadership strenuously opposed the 

introduction of the Suppression of Corm:nunisrt Act 4 • K •. Meyer and 

another garment worker, on t:le other hand, organj_sed s meeting in a 

Germiston park which adopted a !'lotion of full confidence in the 

Minister of Justice 5• 

Sachs had succe.ssfully resortE::d to jul'licial proceC.u:re to ret:,ain 

bis pe.sspo1·t which the adm~.nistration had earlier Wi thd:rawn 
6

• 

Sachs spent three 1:wnths in Europe during which time he attended t!'le 

British Commonwealt~ Conference of Trade Unions as an elected T~ & L.C. 

1. Secretary of IJa.bour to E .. S. Sachs, 17 E·eb:cuary 1950~ G,,W.U. 

Collection. 

2. MiniJ.tes of G.W.TT.C.E.C. Meeting, 8 October 1951. G.W.U .. Collectione 

3. See PP• 33-34. 

4. Minutes of C.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting; 15 May l95D, 5, 12, 19 June 1950. 

G.W.Uo Collection. 

5.. Ibid.~ 19 Jtme 1950. 

6. Judgment of Ylatermeyer c. J., delivered 14 March 1950, E. s. Sachs 

vs. Donges 1 No., A.D. 1 South African I·aw Reports, 1950, vol. 2 1 p~ 265. 
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delegate, gave a number of' =lnterview&; and wrote several articles 

for British n~wspapers 1 • 

In mid;....July 1950 the c. e .. Co discussed Sachs ts pvsi tj.on in the 

G.WeU. .J .. Cornelj::Is, the acttng general se.cre·tary 1 argued that it 

was fut:i.l.e to ask Saehs to return to South Africa as the N.L 

government would prevent him in some vrny :from continu:.ng his G. w. U. 

dutiesa However, the c~e.o. reaffirmed an earlier decision that 

Sachs was to return in Aug,_1st 1950 to assist their. with the arbitra-­

tion for a new indu.E.>trial council agre~ment 2
• 

Shortly after his return to South Africa in eE"!rly September 

1950 Sachs was threatened with "listingn lillder the Suppression of 

Com:mu..'1is:m Act J., The coloured organiser of the number twc branch, 

H. du Preez, vvas also threate1:ed wj_th "listing" under t~1e Act 4• 

The goverr:.1llent 1 :i.owevej:·, halted its general activity under the Act 

until the Act could be st:r·er~gth.ened and loopholes closed. For 

example, there was some doubt as to the retrospective c~aracter of 

the Act 5
e 

Renewed efforts were made to mobilise the raembership against 

1. Minutes of G.W. U. C .E .C. Meeting, 2 May 1950.. G .. W. U • c·ollection; 

The Garment Worker/Die KJ.:.~E.~.werk~, September/October 1950., 

2. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 17 July 1950. G.W .. U. Collection. 

3. Ibid., 11 September 1950; ~he Garment Worker/JJ~ker, 

September/October 1950 1 November/Dectmber 1950. 

4. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 18 September 1950, 25 September 

1950. G~W.U. Collection. 

5. Judgment of De Villiers ,J.P., delivered 17 November 1950, Kahn 

vs. Louw, No. and Another, C.P.D., South African Law Reports, 1951, 

VO 1. 2 , p • 194 • 
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the G. W. U. leadership 1 • Garment woi'ker's v.rer·e invi +e c1 to attend a 

meeting in Germj.ston in early September 1950,. · According to the G. W. u. 

t:be meeting was addressed by Du I'isauie, s. Botha (o.+' the N.R.T. ), 

and F~ de Wet (of the M.W.u.). The prospective geneTal secretary of 

th G W U ~ ~,. r; L H N . k k . t - d t tb ' · 2 e ,. .•• , a iv.t.c. ~ ••• van ie er., was in roauce o .e mee1;1!Jg 

Van Niekerk, it will be recalleds was the assistant-secretary' of the 

3 A.B.: s execut:Lve conrnii ttee • 

An a~tion committee was apparently established by Van lif:i.ekerk 

in April 1950. . 4 Van lhekerk became secretary of the action committee 

A G. W. U. generaJ.. meeting was convened at Johannesburg for the 

19th March 1951. A president, vi.cf:'-president and c.e.c. we-.:-e to be 

elected for a three year term of office at the general roei:;;ting. A 

firm of auditors was hjred to Ruper7ise the elect:i.on 5 • 

The action committee complained in a press release that the 

early scheduled commencemen~ time cf the general meeting prevented 

the Germi8ton, Benoni and Kempton Park members from perticipating in 

the election. The action committee added that although it had de-

clined to nominnte any candidates, a nu111ber o:f garment workers who 

supported the action committee were contesting the election in an 

1. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 25 September 1950. G.W.U. 

Collection. 

2. Ibid., 11 September 1950~ 

3. A.N. Pelzer, op. cit., p. 154. 

4• For the action committee see p. 89. 

5. The Ga.rm~~rker/Die Klerewerker, March/April 1951. 

The three year period had to be approved by the genzral meeting. 

See p~ 41. 

• 
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'unofficiql capa.d.ty 1 • It urged all the membe.;:s who supported 

l the action committee to attend the general meeting Sachs replied 

in a press statement that the meeting's agenda had been .:o arranged 

that even if the Germiston members arrived a little late, the~r would 

be able to participate in the election 2 • 

Al though Scheepers and lVl. Begg were not opposed for the positions of 

president· and vice-president respectively, the nomination of an un­

usually large number of candidates (fifty-0!1e) for the twenty se'.lts 

on the c.e.c. suggest an organised take-over attempt by the action 

committee 3• Much to the G.WwU. leadership's chagrin, the auditors 

permitt0n Van Niekerk and Knoetze to observe the ballot papers being 

counted 4• Despite all these efforts the elected c.e.c. remained 

firmly in the Sachs camp 5 

l~ Die Vaderland, 16 March 1951. 

2. Press Statement by E.s. Sachs, 27 March 1951. G.W.U. Collection; 

Reply to Die Transvaler by E.s. Sachs, 12 March 1951- G.w.u. 
Collection. 

3. The Garment 1.'!orker/Die Klerewerker, March/ April 1951. 

4. Minutes of G.w.u.c.E.c. Meeting, 27 March 1950. G.W.TJ. Collection. 

5. Ibid. 
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E. So SACHS FAI1LS VICTIM TO THE 

SUPPHESSION OP COlV!Il'lUNISM ACT 

166 

Mid-1952 found South Africa in a tense politic al climate. Be·· 

sides non-white unrest and agitation, the government's attempt to 

violate the constitution in an endeavour to remove the Cape coloured 

from the common voters roll caused tension in the white community. A 

United F:".'ont comprising the L~P., U.P .. and the Torch Commando sov.ght 

to build up a momentum which wo0.ld sweep the N.P~ goYernment out of 

office at the forthcoming gene:cal electj.on., Marches of' the Torch 

l Commandos and unruly meetings were the order of the day • 

The Suppression of Communism Act as amended in 1951 was used by 

the N.,P. government both to :::-emove militant trade unionists from their 

posts and to intimidate others to toe ~he line. Although they were 

both threatened by the administre.tion with 11 1.istj_ng" under the Act, 

neither SchE:epers ,T • Cornelius "listed" 2 nor was ever • 

On the 19th May 1952 Sachs was j_nformed that his name had been 

"l:Lsted !! in terms of the Suppression of Communism Act. He was in-

structed to resign his post as general secretary within thirty days~ 

1. See the Rand Dail;z Mail and Die Transvaler for the period. 

2. Lauw, Liqilidator to A. Scheepers~ 26 September 195lo G.W.U. 

Collection; Jansen, Secretary for Justice to General Secretary, G.w.u., 
25 January 1952. G.W. u. Collection; Louw 1 Liquidator to J. CorneJ..ius, 

27 February 1952s 23 April 1952, 29 October 1952. G.w.u. Collection; 

Minutes of G.W.U.C.EoC• Meeting, 4 May 1953, 22 June 1953. G.w.u. 
Collection., 
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With some exceptions lle was inrrn.edia:tely :prohib:i.ted for a period Qf 

two years froJm attending .'0.ny gntherj.ng :in South Af:ricae He was 

permi.tted, to attend only gatl:c:rlngs of a ':bona fide religiou81 re-

creational or social nature". On the expiration of the thirty day 

g:r·ace period he was prohibited from engaging in any G,W.U. activity 

1 and restricted to the Transvaal for two years • 

Sachs addressed a <rnmber two branch and a white shop stewa~·ds 

meeting on the 20th May 1952. The nnmber two brarwh shop stewards 

meet~.ng endorsed the white :meeting's resolutioi1 that a prot2st 

strike be held in the industry·. However, the nv.mber two branch 

meeting deleted the words "one day strike" from the resolution as 

several of the shop stewards considered tt.at the strike should last 

at least a weeko The two shop stewards meetings c:::.lso resolvea. to 

hold a protest meeting at the Johannesburg city hell steps on the 

? 
Saturday morning-. 

Sachs approached ar} advocate for advice and was informed that 

there was some doubt as to the validity of his listing oi·de:;:- (e.g., 

how could Sachs continue his G.W .. Uo activitJr for thirty days if' he 

was prohibited from attGnding any Union meeting?) 3. The 

L The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, J\!Iay /June 1952. 

2. Ibid.; Minutes of Special Emergency Meeti12g of Shop Stewards of 

the G~ W. U., 20 May 1952$ G. W. U. Collection; R~.a~ ]lt;,ilJ Mail, 21 

May 1952. 

3. Minutes of Special Meeting of G.w.u.c.E.c~, 20 May 1952. G.w.u. 

Collection; Judgment of Centlivres C .. J .. , delivered 12 December 

1952 1 E.,S. Sachs vso Rex 1 A.D., quoted in The Garment Wo~i::er/Die 

RJ.erewerker, January/February 1953, p. 4Q 

\.. 
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admi::.i:Lstra.t:i.o:n in:formi;;.a. Sachs: s ei;ttorrtey on the Saturday llicrning 

thet Sachs could part·~c~pa;~.,P i1·1 G.-.w .• u. · ~ · • · ~ ~ - - meecings uuripg nis grace 

. d 1 perJ.o ., 

It is uncertain whether Sachs was aware of the administrationis 

concession when he attended the Saturday :morning protest meeting. 

The meeti:n$ was attended by between eight and twelve thousand white 

nnd non-white garment workers, public suppcrter·s and bystanders~ 

The speakers at the meeting i.ncluded ::. ])a1:id.ofl and 

s. Tishy (a U.P. M~P.). As soon as Sachs attempted to address the 

meeting i+e was arrested and hustled away., The crowd grew incensed 

and the police charged them with batons. Numerous people were 

2 injl".red • Sachs was released from custody that evening and 

l. Judgment of Centl:i:vres C. J., op. cit., quoted in The Garm,mt 

:?TorkerLfli.e Kler~verker, January/F9bruery 1953, p. 6. 

2. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, May/Jvne 1952; The Star, 

24 May 195:2; Rand Daily Ma.il, 26 May 1952. 

The militant chairman of the number two branch, J. Phillips, 

later compla~ned that the number two branch executive committee had 

not been consulted about the meeting. He opposed such multi-racial 

meetings. Probleme might have arisen as a number of his members had 

wished to have speakers from their branch on the platform (he appa­

rently assumed that the white garment workers would have ob,jected 

to non-white speakers). Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 26 May 1952. 

G.W.U. Collection. This cautious approach contrasted sharply 

with Phillips's general political activities. Minutes of G.WoU.C.EoC. 

Meeting, 18 August 1952. G.w.u. Collection. 
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instructecl. to appear :li:t ~ourt.on the Mo~day 

The c~ e., c., met in special session inu:nediatel;y after the protest 

meetil:ig and decided to ho:'.d a pr·ctest s+,r:Lke in the indu.:,try on the 

Monday 
2

,, The strike brought the Johannesburg, Kimberley and Po:t"c 

Elizabeth hidustries to a halt but most of the Germ.is ton factories 

remained open 3., Th·::: Minj_bter of Economic Affairs, E .. Lauw, subse-

quently rebukea those manufacturers who had closed their factories 

during th.e one day "politic al 11 str:tke notwithstanding that some 0f 

thei:r employees had been prepe.red to wcrk. Such manu.facture:rs, 

., ., , . • . • - • Lit warneo Lov.w, s.nou_,_d not come to hm for J.mport pernute • 

The; white and non-white members assembled at different places 

in JoharmesbJJJ.'g on the morning of the strike. Sachs 1 s case was 

remanded till June 1952 and Sachs went inunediately to the city hall 

steps. As soon as he attempted to ad1r·ess the crowd of approxim:.<.tely 

P.ight thousand (white) members and bystanders he was rearrested and 
r.: 

was obliged to spend the night in je.:i.l :>. A G .. W., U. delega·i;ion 1·ailed 

to pe:;,·suade the guvernment to rescind Sachs rs listing order 6 
.. 

, ________ _ 
1. The Garment Workei/Die Klerewerker, May/ June 1952. 

2., Minutes of Special Meeting of G. W. U. C .E. C..,, 24 Way 1952. G-. W. U. 

Collection. 

3. Minutes of G.w.u.c.E.c. Meeting, 26 May 1952, 6 June 1952. G.w.u. 
Collection; The Star., 24 May 1952, 26 May 1952; ~d Da:i..l;y M~, 

26 May 1952, 27 May 1952; Die TransvaleE_, 6 June 1952~ 

4. Die Transvaler~ 9 June 1952. ---------·· 
5. The G·arment W:orker/Die 1.'lerewerke:r.:.~ Iviay/June 1952; Rand Daily: 

Mail, 27 May 1952, 29 May 1952. 

6. The Garment Wo~~cer/D.ie Klerewerker, May/ June 1952. 
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fhe ... '...ppellate :Division of the Supreme Court eventually oondi-

tionally suspended for three year[:: the Magistrate Co1J.rt' s s-entence 

of si Y months ha1·d lab om: imposed on Sachs for the contre:o.vention of 

his listing ordero '.I'he Appellate Division held (inter alia) that 

mass G.WeU. meetings did not fall within the ambit of the adminis-

tration Y s concession, and that in an;y event the city hall step 

1 meetings had been public ones 

in Britain. 

Sachs left South Africa for exile 

On Sachs's removal from office, the action committee engaged in 

an organisational campaign which lasted for about two months.. Pet:'~-

tions we:::-e circulated among the Johannesburg and Germiston garment 

workers. The petitions suppor~;ed the Minj_ster of ,Justice! s action 

against r: communist" trade unj_onists; called for the establishment 

of a white garment workers Y trade uxlion; requested the Mj_nister of 

·Labour to supervise G. W. U. elections and rwt to reg:i st er the G·. w· .. U. 's 

2 
new constitution • The action committee held a few meetings ir.. 

Johannesburg and Germiston j• 

The action coJll!D.ittee celled for the establishment of a white 

garment workers' trade union and for the removal of the G.W.U.'s 

l. Judgment of Ce1:itl:Lvres C. J., op. cit. 1 quoted in The Garment 

Worke~Die Klerewerker 1 January/February 1953, pp. 6-7. 

2. Minutes of G.w.u.c.E.C. Meeting, 16, 23, 30 ,June 1952 1 21 July 

1952. G.w.u. Collection; Die Transvaler, 13 June 1952 1 30 June - . 

1952; Petition dated June 1952. G.w.u. Collection. 

3. .Minutes of G.w.u.c.E.C. Meeting, 23 June 1952 1 21 July 1952. 

G.w.u. Collection; Report on Meeting of Anti-Comm1;.Ilist Garment 

Workers at Braamfantein 1 19 July 1952 o Go W. U. ColJ .. ection; Die 

~ransvaler, 21 July 1952. 
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lee.dership~ It warned agaimit the gr:-wing influence of the non-

white members in the G.W.,U. If the non-whites were restricted to the 

un2killed work in the industry there would be no danger of a sepa­

l rate non-white trade union undercutting their vrage rates • 

1. Die Transvaler, 5 July 1952, 21 July 1952 1 16 August 1952; 

Minutes of G.W.U. General Meeting, 5 August 1952. G.,W.U. Collection; 

Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 23 June 1952. GcW~U. Collection; 

Circular issued by G.L.H. van Niekerk advertising a meeting at 

Braam.fontein on 19 July 1952. G.W.U. Collee!cion. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 

THE G.AfilllENT WORKERS' UNION 1953 ELECTION 

The Witwatersra:::id clothing manufacturing industry experienced 

1 economic difficulty during 1953 

I 

In ·October 1952 there were 8 232 

whites, 6 140 colou1·eds and asia'~ics , and 2 817 black. women employed 

• ..Lb • - ..... 2 J.Il II _e J.nQUS vry • li~any of the white workers had been employed in 

the industry for a eonsj derable peri·Jd 3• The G. W. U e's non-

4 Witwatersrand ?H<::mbership was predominantly :non-white • 

5 The G.W.U. 1 s new constitution was registered in ]1ei:-ruary 1953 

The c. e. c, > wh:Lch had been elected under the 1937 cons ti tut ion, 

retained its authority until the national council elected a new 

6 c.e.c. The c.e.c. delimited the Witwatersrand industry into c.. 

---- -----------·-
1. The Garment Worker/Die Kle:rewerker, July/August 1952 1 November/ 

December 1952, J"anuary/February 1953. 

2. H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., pp. 329-330 table Y~X. 

"Report "by the Wage Board to the Minister o:!:' Labour on the 

Clothing Industry, Union of >:'iouth Africa"; dated 1 May 1956 1 p. 19. 

An. 704 1956~ 

4. There are no employment figures accordir.g to race available for 

'the early 1950 1 s. For employment figures according to race in 1946 

and 1955 see H.A.F. Barker 1 op. cit., pp. 289-290 table XXVII. 

5. Constitution of the Garment Workers 1 Union of So~th Africa. 
' 
Approved by the Industrial Registrar c.:.n the 13th February 1953. 

G.w.u. Collection. 

6. Ibid., sec~ 6(5) E. 
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number of regions.. In each ::.·egion a. n:.1mber one ~.nd ·~wo branch .for 

1 -white and non-white members respectively were estal;lishetl The 

:nor~-Wi twatersrand branches remained as they we:r.'e., 

The c. ee c. decided tha.t fer the fir·st election under the new 

constitution, the president in addi tj_on -to the general secretary would 

. 2 
be elected by a ballot of all the members • Each branch executjve 

comln.ittee was permitted to nominate a maximum of two candidates for 

3 each post c W:i th the exception of the Germiston/Bast Rand :numbe.r 

one branch (G/E.R.n.I), the incumbents (,To Cornelius and Scheeper·s) 

were the only candidates nominated by the brai1ches. The G./E .R. n. I 

nominated four candidates for the two positions: J. Cornelius and 

G., LoH. van Niekerk for the post of general sec1·etary, and Scheepers 

and K._Meyer for the post of president. Van Niekerk and Meyer had 

received less support than the incWn.bents when the G./E.R.noI 

executive committee had voted to elect the braneh 1 s candidates for · 

the election 4• 

A firm of auditors was hired to conduct tbe election 5 • The 

election roughly coincided with the April 1953 general eJ.ection. The 

.G.W.U. election was staggered and the ballot was held at various 

l. Minutes of G.W.U.O.E.C. Meeting, 16 1tiarch 1953, 23 March 1953. 

G.W.U. Collection; Minutes of Special Joint Meeting of G.w.u.c.E.C. 

and the Number Two Branch Executive Committee, 28 Februe.ry 1953. 

G.w.u. Collection. 

2. The Garment Worker/Die KleTewerker, Ms.rch/April 1953. 

3. Constitution of the Garment Workers' Unio~ of South Africa. 

Approved by the Industrial Registrar on the 13th February 1953, sec. 

8(1). G.w.u. Collection. 

4. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 20 March 1953. G.w.u. Collection. 

5. Ibid~ 
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Meyer and Van l'Jiekerk ;nust have appreciated that vri th no non- . 

white candidates to split the Yote they had very lj.ttle prospect of 

unseating the incumbents. Meyer h.:id grave re.:.;ervations about the 

election generally on account of the multi-racial franchise 2 • 

Van i'Tiekerk stated during his election c:ampaign that he was a 

member of the N. P. He warned of the danger of coloured ascendcn1'\Y 

in the G.W.U. He supported the establishment of separate trade 

. f , "t " h"~ 3 u_n1ons . or wni es ana non-w 1 ~es • 

The pro-apartheid Transvaalse Kleurling Yolksbond had been . _.._ -· ........ ·-·~--. --~ 
active among -the coloured ::nembers on the Witwatersrand and in Kimber­

ley during the latter haif of 1952 4• It is highly unlikely that 

tl:lis largely unknown coloured body's organisat1onal activj_ty resu.l ted 

in coloureds supporting Meyer and Van Niekerk in the elt)ction. In 

Kimberley, for example, Meyer ancl Van Niekerk polled th::::-ee votes 

each in the election 5 • Al though the electj.on results on thr:: Wit-

watersrand were given per region and not per branch: it is safe to 

assume tha·C; Van Niekerk and Meyer drew their support exclusively 

from the (white) membe~ship. 

1. Ibid., 20 March 1953 1 7, 13, 27 April 1953. 

2. Minutes o:f G./E.R.N.I Executive Comm.:i.ttee Meeting, 12 March 1953. 

G.w.u. Collection. 

3~ Die Transv~er, 20, 26, 31 IVIarch 1953; Report on Meeting Held 

by G.L.H. van·Niekerk in Germiston on 30 Ma:cch 1953. G.W.U. 

Collection. 

4. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 18 August 1952, 25 .P..ugust 1952, 

2 September 1952, 22 September 1952. G.WcU• Collection. 
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SchE'e·pers and Cornelius easily defeated their opponents :i.n the 

G.W.U. election: Scheepers polled 13 029 votes to Meyer's 3 569 

while Cornelius polled 12 970 votes to Van Niekerk 1s 3 679 1 The 

incumbents gained virtually all t11t: non-Viitwatersrand votes 2
• 

A bOlid majority of the (white) members of the G./E.R.:n.I gave 

their support to Meyer and Van Niekerk 3, However, Meyer anci. Van 

Niekerk failed to obtain the support of the bulk of th£; white 

members on the Witwatersrand 4 The :results j_ndicate that the 

l. Ibid. 

2. For example: 

East London branch 

J~ Cornelius 82 

G.L.H. van NiekA:rk 3 

Port Elizabeth branch 

A., Scheepers 

K. Meyer 

1 226 

9 

Minutes of G.w.u.c.E.c. Meet:!.::.1g, 20 ApT'il 1953, 27 April 1953. G.w.u. 

Collection. The clothi1~g factories in Potchefstroom and Bloem-· 

fontein ha~ ceased operations. 

3. The Germiston/Ea.st Rand regior: result was: 

G.L.H. van Niekerk 

.r. Cornelius 

K. Meyer 

. A. Scheepers 

1 135 

736 

1 112 

775 

Minutes of the G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 7 Ap:ril 1953. G.W.U. Collection. 

While the position in the East Rand industry is unknown, there 

were probably less than 150 black females a~d coloureds employed in 

the Germiston industry. H.A.F. Barker, op. cit., p. 320. 

4. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, May/J~ne 1953; Minutes of 

G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 7, 13, 27 April 1953. G.W.u. Collection. 

The percentage poll of the white garment workers on the 

Witwatersrand is, of course, unknown. 



incumbents would have been hard pressed to defeat their opponents :tn 

a 1 whites only 1 election on the vatwatersrand.. It ~LS doubtful whether 

Meyer and Van Niekerk would have drawn the same support jf the non­

white members had not been enfranchised. 
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CHAPTER XIX 

INTRODUCTION 

This part of the thesis exam5_nes the JJ. P. 1 s Afrikai1er surpo:ct 

base in detail (the major· findings have been sl:mrnarised. eg,:rlie:..".' in 

1 
th.e thesis) ~. Attention is also focused on the }j.P. ts relations 

with the trade union movement in general and the G.W e Ue in particule.r; 

and on the G.W.U.'s activities in white class politics generally. 

Little attention is paid to the L.P.'s English speaking 

supporters, and the study must not be construed as an attempt to 

explain the 1 rise and fall: of the L.P. 

------
l. See p .. 90. 
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CHAPTER XX 

THE LABOUR PARTY: 1920 - 1939 

A. The Pact Government and the Labour Party Split 

The L.P., which advocated a white supremacist policy, drew its 

support during the 1920ts from the urbanised Anglophone working 

class in general and from the English speaking artisans in particular. 

The L.P. won twenty-one s~ats in the 1920 general election and nine 

in the 1921 general election 1 • 

The 1922 Witwatersrand miners 1 strike arose primarily over an 

attempt to replace a portion of the white miners wj_th ( chea'p) black 

:Labour. The strike and related events served as the catalyst' for 

the L.P.-N.P. electoral pact which was negotiated in a determined 

2 
~ffort to unseat the S.A.P. administration • The electoral pac.t 

parties secured a majority of seats in the 1924 general election and 

formed a coali tio11 goverlliilent. The s.A. P. won fifty-two seats, the 

N.P~ sixty-three and the LoP. eighteen (two Cape, three NntaJ, one 

3 Orange Free State and twelve Transvaal) 

l. B.M. Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 95, 124. 

2. E.A. Walker, A Historx o!_ South Africa, pp. 583-586; A.G. 

Barlow, Almost in Confidence, pp. 177~178; T. Boydell, 'Mv Luck Was 

in', with Spotlights on General Smuts, pp. 191-205. 

3. A.G. Barlow, op. cit., pp. 177, 187-188; B.M. Schoeman, op. cit., 

P• 144e 
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The W.T.A. was affiliated to thP_L.P. from 1925 until just 

before the end of the decade 1 • The second half of the 1920 1 s saw 

ths L.P. racked by internal Jissc::nsion. A term o:f tl;.e electoral 

alliance had been that the N. P" would refrain f':L'om attempting to 

bring about a rep"!.10lic. However, the pact government 1 s compromise 

of the British 1 connecti.on' - e.g., the flag issue - caused tension 

in the L.P. Personal animosities arose among the L.F. ffi.?.•s over 

the sharing of the plums o:f government; and the L.Po 1 s :national 

executive demanded that the Party 1 s p2,rliamentary caucus accept its 

2 directives in parliament 

The L.P. split into two warrin; factions in 1928. The two 

factions contested the 1929 general election as separate groups. In 

mid-1931 the two facticns came together and unsuccessfully called 

upon Creswell and Sampson - of the LeP. faction with whom the N.P. 

had continued the electoral pact in the 1929 general election - to 

3 . resign thP-ir ministerial posts • 

1. The Star, 25 ivlaTch 1925; EeS• Sachs 1 s evidence, 10 February 

1949, pp. 1029-1030, in "G.W. u •. Proceedings", op .. cit. 

2. H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons~ op. cit., pp. 348-349; I.L. Walke:r 

and B. Weinbren, op. cit.~ pp. 32~-324; A.G. B~rlow, op. cit., pp. 

177 1 188-191, 207-208; JYI. Kentridge, l_~ecall, Memoirs of Morris 

Kentrid~, pp. 152-154; M. Creswell)' An Ep.0<'.:.1?- of the Political 

Rister~ of South Africa in the Life of Freci.eric Hl:€;h Page Creswell, 

PP• 109-118 1 130-131. 

3. H.J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., pp. 348-351; I.L. Walker 

and B. Weinbren, op. cit., pp. 324-325; M. Kentridge, op. cit., pp. 

156-157; M. Creswell 1 op. cit., pp. 131-139; Cape ~ime~, 29 June 

1931. 
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B. A Limited Revival 

1'he 8.A.P. and the N.1?. subsequently formed a coalj_tion gove:r·n-

ment, and entered into a~ electoral pact for the 1933 general 

election. In terms of the electoral pact the two parties would not 

oppose each other in constituencies .L. The L.P. which propagated a 

policy of COMPLETE separation between white and black put up a 

credible :::;;erformance in the eight seats it contested in the general 

2 election and won two • 

The internecine strife in the L.P. during the previous years 

left the Party organisationally wea}: and with few members 3 The 

rapid influx of Afrj_kane~s into the urban areas contJ.nued to reduce 

the proportion of the Anglophone electorate in urban consti tuenci.es 4 

A politic3lly fluid situation was brought about by the NeP.-S.A.P. 

~oalition government and the subsequent fusion of the two partied in 

mid-1934 and the formation of the breakaway N.P. 5 .·· The L.P. 

struggled to capi+.alise on the opportunity and to adapt itself to 

meet the aspirations of the Afrikaner electorate. In December 1933 

the L.P.ii-;; annual conference injudiciously rejected a motion which 

acknowledged divine guidance in the affairs of men. Many Afrikaner 

le B.M. Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 180-181, 185-202. 

2. Ibid., pp. 185-202; F~!ward 1 6 January 1933. 

3., Ho;J. Simons and R.E. Simons, op. cit., p. 471. 

4. Report of the Industrial ~islation Commission, pp. 13-14., 

U.G. 37 1935; s. Pauw, J)j_e Beroepsarbeid van di2 Afrikaner in die 

~' pp. 127 table IX 1 135. 

5. B.M. Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 176-181, 203-206. 



(j_ncludi11g several emlne::1t) members resi.gned. from. the Party in 

f . " . l protest and an :i.ni tial press report put the igure at fifty-six 

The L. P, ! s traditional Cl'afi.; interests were in contradicticY-1 with 

the aspirations of the generally Gemi-skLLled and unskilled .Afri-

kaner worl~ers who viewed the dilution of trades~ etc. 1 as a means 

to further their skills· (and obtain wage ' \ 1ncreases1. 

The L .. P. wished to be :regarded as tb e :politic al expressiori of 

the {white) labou:r movement. It sov.ght to avoid co-q>eration with 

radical organisations such as the C.P. and wa8 reluctant to sub-

merge its identity among nebulous organisntions and political 

parties. Hence, while it condemned fascism, the L.P. decline':'!. to 

pa~ticipate - although a few or its branches did attend one con-

ference - in the various anti-fascist conferences and ca~paigns 

2 organised through the T. & .L.C. The L.P. also refused tc send 

delegates to a 'Workers' and Peoplets Front' con~erence which w~s 

arranged by the T. & L.C. as a resu:t of a successful motion by 

Sachs at the 1936 annual T. & L.C. conferen;::c::. Although ht=> der.ied 

it on occasion, Sachs envisaged a 'Farmers and Labour Party' 

1. CaRe Times, 15 January 1934; Forward~' 5 January 1934, 19 

January 1934. 

2. Report of the First South African National Conference against 

Fascism and War, 19 1 21 April 1935, :Durban. T.U.C.S • .A. Collection; 

Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 22 July 1936. L.P. Collection; 

Minutes of Joint Meeting of the Executives of the L.P. and the 

T. & L.C., 2'3 August 1936. JJ.P. Collection; H.J. Simons and :R.E. 

Simons, op. ·+ 
CJ..,• ' 

31 December 1934. 

pp. 471, 480-481; Ca£!: Tip~~' 6 October 1934 1 
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arising out of the ~r~pbsed all-white 'Workerst aLd People 1 s Fro~tt 1 

2 
A confei0 ence was held but the F1°ont immediately faded into oblivion 

The political flux of ·~hi:o period_facilitated the L.P. 1 s success 

in two Wi twatersrari.d parliamentary by-elections, one in early 193~' 
"L 

and the other in mid-1936 )• The N.R.Tc vrn.s established in late 

1936~ - Its major objectj_ve vres to wean the Afrikaner worker· from 

4 the L.P. 

It was against tbis background o:L an attempt to divide the white 

· worke::.;s on ethnic lines that the G.WcU. in early 1937 came out in 

full suppo::.;t of the Jj.P. 5 Sachs simultaneously continued tc push 

for unity and in an address to the L.P.n .. e.c. called for unity ln the 

li:i.bc"J.r movement and for the nomination of "industrial" candidates 

(i~e., not necessarily members of the L.P.) 6• Ear:y in 1938 a G.W.D. 

general meP.ting at J'ohannesburg overwI'-elmingly approved a motion in 

1. Minu·i;es of the Annual Conference or th2 T~ & JJ.c., l3 1 14, 15, 

16, 17 April 1936, Cape Town, PP~ 80-Sl, 83~ T.u.c.s.A. Collection; 

Minutes of,Special Meeting of L.PoN.E.C. 1 7 July 1936. L.P. 
' 

Collection; !Winutes o:f L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 23 September 1936. L.P. 

Collec~ion; E. Roux to ECl.itor, Jilorward, 3 April 1936; E.S. Sachs 

to Editor, Forward, 17 April 1936. 

' 2. riiinutes of the Annual Conference of the T. & L.C., 29, 30~ 31 

March, 1, 2 April 1937, Port Elizabeth, p. 58. T.u.u.s.A. Collection. 

3n B.M. Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 214, 216 .. In late 1933 D. Burn-

side retained a Durban seat for the L.P .. in a parliamentary by­

election. BeM• Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 189, 214. 

4. See p. 78. 

5. The Garment \V'orker/:Oie Klerewerker, March 1937, April 1937; 

Minutes of the Annual Conference of the T. & IJ.c., 29, 30 1 31 March, 

1, 2 April 1937, Port Elizabeth, p. 63. T.U.C.S.A. Collection. 

6. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 2 August 1937. L.P. Collection. 
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a ballot (652 to 36) ~o support L..L candidates in the forthcomi~2g 

general election 
1 

The trade union movement did not put its weight behind the L.,P .. 

:i.n the 1938 general election 
2

• In.deed, AGA,, Moore, in his presi-

dential address t;o the annual T. & L.Co confert::nce in April 1938, 

called. upon the vrnrkers to support the U. P., as the immediate issue 

confronting the workers was one of d:i.ctatorship versus democracy 3 .. 

The JJ.P. continued to propagate a policy of e;omplete separation 

between Nhite and black 4• The general electioil underl:i.ned the 

L. P. ts peripheral role in a single member constituency, first--past-

the-post~ electoral syster.lo In the Transvaal the LeP• contested 

t-Nenty-three seats and obtained 9, 3 pel'CP.L.t of the total vote. 1rhe 

r ... P. outpolled the N.P. in a nlun·oer .of Witwatersra:nd const:J.~cuencies 

including several with a substantial ::::iining electorateo The LPo 

polled 8,9 percent of the total Natel vote~ The L.P~ returned three 

Ivl.P.'s: two from the Witwatersrand (W. Madeley and M.J. Van den 

Berg), and one from Natal (the Rev. Miles C~dman)o The UcP• won 111 

~eats, the DoJilinion Party s, the Socialiet Pc1·ty l and the N .. P. 

1. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewer·ker~ December 1938, May/ June 1942. 

2. See Forward for the period generally.• 

3. Minutes of the Annual Conference of the T. & L.C., 18, 19, 20, 21, 

22 April 1938 1 Enst London, pp. 12-13. T.u.c.s.A. Collection. 

The new T. & L.C.n.e.c. dissociated itself f:r-om Moore's state-

ment. Forward, 13 May 1938. 

4.. Forward, 7 January 1938, 14 April 1938. 
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The N.R.T"' had opened its campaign against the M.'N.U. in late 

1956 
2 ~ During 1938 M. J. Van den Berg reversed riis :.:'armer defence 

of the M.W.U. and ".)Omm.enced a slashing attack on the constitutional 

practice and administration of the Union. He castigated the M.w.u. 

leadership for the extraordinary phthisio agreement negotiated by 

the Union 3 

At the close of 1938 tile Mining Unions 1 Joini. Committee, which. 

comprised the M.W.U. and sevaral craft unions whose membership 

1. B.M. Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 216-237. In the Transvaal the 

N.P. contested forty-five seats, obtained 23,7 percent of the total 

vote and returned one M.P. The N.P. won tv1enty seats in the Cape and 

six in the Orange Free State. B.M .. Schoeman, op. cit.~ pp. 236-237. 

The Socialist Party contested three seats and returnea. Burnside 

in his Durban constj.tucncy. Burnside duly rejoined the L.P. B.M • 

. Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 220, 236-237; See p. 183 footnote 3., 

2. L. Na~de, op. cit., pp. 32-33. 

3. ~nsard, As~mbl;r_ Debates: vol. 29, 8 April 1937, cols. 4447-

4488, yol. 30, 29 April 1937, cols. 5732-5739, vol. 32, 9 Septem~er 

1938, cols. 2507-2511; Minutes of Special Meeting of L.P.N.E.c., 

29 December 1938. L.P. Collection; Minutes of IJ.P.N.E.C. Sub­

Commi ttee Meeting, 5 January 1939. L. P. Collection; Die Transva.ler, 

29 November 1938; The Mine Work~_E., September 1938, November 1938. 

During the early 1930 1 s M.J. Van den Berg, then the East Rand 

organj.ser cf the M. W. U., had been one of t:ie few Afrikaners in the 

L.P. hierarchy. It Vias through lobbying by tl1e M.W.U. that he 

obtained the L.P. nomination in the Krugersdorp parliamentary by­

electlon in 1934. He won the seat for the L.P. Minutes of 

L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 9 February 1934. L.P. Collection; Minutes of 

L.P.N.E.C. Adjourned Meeting, 16 Feb~uary 1934. L.P. Collection. 



extended to the mining inaustr;r 1 condemned M.J. Van den Bergts ~am-

paign as a flagrant interfel'ence ir.. the dornest:ic af:fairs of a t:;:·ade 

union 
1 • The L.P.:r...e.c. defl;ndcd Van den 13erg 1 s strictures of the 

M.W .. Uo lea<1ersh:i_p and crit:Lc:i..sed -!:he Mining Unions' Joint Com..'Tlittee's 

constituent trade un.ions for their lack of support fo:c the JJ.,P., 

Reference was made to M~ore 1 s (the general eeoretary of the Reduction 

Workers' Union) speech at the annual Tc & L.Ce conference just ~rior 

to the general election, and to J. Vc.n den Berg (the ::;iresident.of 

the ~1leW.U.) who had appeared on the election pJstform of M.J. Van 

) 2 
den Berg's N.P. opponent in the Kruge:i:'sdinp constituency (sic • The 

.L.P.n.e.,cs underlined its .full - if perhaps reluctant ~· conficsnce 

in M. ,J. Van .den Berg by electing him to the new positions of <1epaty 

':<; 

chairman and deputy leader of the Party ./ Trade t.mionis,+,s generall:7 

argued that M.J. Van den Berg~s campaign assisted the Afrikaner 

4 nationalists in their endeavours to undermi~1e the M.W. D". l.eadersl'.lip 

Afrikaner nationaliats viewed the L.P. 1 s tentative move (it 

never went beyond this point) to challenge abuses in the trade >J.nicn 

r::ovement with alarm. The general electj.or:. c:early indicated that 

future N.P. success in Witwatersrand working class constituencies 

depended, to an extent, on a weakening of the L~P.'s influence among 

1. Minutes of Special Meeting of LoI'.N.E.C., 23 December 1938. 

JJ. P. Collection. 

2. Ibid., 29 December 1938; Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Sub-Committee 

Meeting,. 5 Ja,.vmary 1939. L.P. Collection; The Star, 11 May 1938 • 

. 3. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 11 Janua:cy 1939. IJoP. Collection. 

4. Minutes of the Annual Confe:::ence of' the T. & L.C., 10 1 11~ J..2, 

13, 14 April 1939, Kimberley, pp. 137, 140-·141, 143. T.U.C.SoA. 

Coll·ection; See also ~ale.ama·~ea. Engineering Union Monthly Report, 

June 1939. 

• 
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the Afrik;mer elector:.1te. .Mine:rs who supported the N .R. T. under..:lined 

mining committees established by M.J. Van den Bergs and the period 

witnessed a campaign to win A::""rikaner L~P. leaders to the if.Y .. 

Among the converts to the N.P. wa~ Dre 'V. Odendaal, the 1938 chairman 

1 of the L.P. in the Transvaal • 

The U.P. was deeply· divided over the question of South Africa's 

participation in World War II. In September 1939 the Smuts faction 

of the UoP. supported by the L.P., Dominion Party and the three black 

representatives - by a majority of eighty vote8 to sixty-seven -

obtained parliament's approval for the country's participation in the 

war on Britain's side. Smuts :formed e: coalition government with his 

faction of the U.Po, the Domj.nion Party ai:J the L.P. The LoP. 1 s 

representat:i.ve in the cabinet was Madeley, who was appointed Minister 

2 of Labour • The L. P. 1 s participation :i.n the war coalition govern-, 

ment compromised its socialist objectives and poljcy, and emphasised 

its British 'connection'. The result. was u..n.doubtedly a reduction in 

the L.P.'s Afrikaner support base. 

1. See Die Transvaler generally for the period; L. NaudA, op. cit., 

p. 63; Forward, 20 January 1939; Ca~Times, 9 January 1939, 13 

January 1939. 

2. M. Roberts & A.E.G. Trollip, op. cit., p. 20. 
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CHAJ?TER JCXI 

THE T·RADE UNIOl'J COUNCIL OF ACTION 

The G.W. u. cadre, in particular Har·twell, assisted in the ef1-

tablishment of the nat:Lonal Sweet Workers' Union (s.w.u.). Hartwell 

was a member of the s.w.u. cadre and the G.w.u. enjoyed much i1i-
"1 

fluence in SaW.U. affairs ~. 
.-

\ 

A new Wage Boa1·d ReeoTILro.enCl.ation for sweet workers was considered 

t~tally inadequate and the s.w.u~ decided to despatch a delegation to 

the Minister of Labour 1 Madeley. 1.I'he S., W ~ U ~ deleg-;tion me+, Madeley 

on the 6th Decsmber 1939 and urged hiT'l to p-u.blish the Recommenaation 

for objection in the hope that the Wage Board wcuLi recommend in--

creased wages in its objection :ceport. :Madeley declined to comply 

2 
with the request and published the Recommendation as a Deter:::iination • 

1. The Garment Vlorker/D:Le Klerewerker. July 1937. February 1939·: , _____ , ____ ....._ ______ . . 
I.,L. Walker and E,. Weinbren, op. cit., p .• 303; Minutes of the Annual 

Conference of 'the T. & 1°. C. 1 25 s 26, 27, 28, 29 March 1940, Cape Town, 

p. 23. T.u.c.s.A. Collecti.on; Minutes o:f the G.w.u.c.E.C. Meeting, 

22 May 1940. G.W.U~ Collection. 

2. Minutes of Special Meeting of L.P.N.E~C .. , 9 February 1940. L.P. 

Collection; Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 17 February 1940. L.P. 

Collection. There we-::·e 'objection stage(s) 1 afte.r the Wage 

Board's initial Recommendation. The employer 0rganisations ~nd trade 

unions in the industry concerned were given an opportunity to appear 

before the Wage Board to state their objections to the proposed Re­

commendation. After considering the objections the Wage Board made 

a final Recommendation to the Minister of IJabour. See also p. 99-
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Against this bacJcg1·ound the G.,W~ U: .. established a Trade Union 

Council of Action to carri.paign agaj.nst the unsat:i.sfactory Wage Board 

ar..d for a decent minimum wage fo:i: al:L workerso Prot~st meetings 

were hela at Brixton, Tv..rffonteinr Vrededorp, Fords'burg, etc. 1 A 

mass 'Trade Union Itally and Pageant for a Lj.ving Wage t was held a·~ 

Johannesburg on the 22nd. February 1940.. Members of a number of 7.raCl.e 

unions and of the Bezuidenhout Valley and Berea-YeoYille branches of 

the L. P. 9arti.cipated in numerous satii•ice.l ski ts performed on tlie 

stageo The Rally was anti--war in character e.r:d in her addrBss 

Hartwell emphasised "that the workers had their own war to fight - a 

2 
war for decent wages • 

Sachs and Hartvrell had meatiwhile attended a L.P.n.e.c. meeting 

on the 9th :B1ebrua17 i9.;.o where the sweet WO:!:'kers issue was discussed. 

Sachs declared that "they" would fight Madeley to the bi ttcr end. 

1. Forward, 16 February 1940; Rand :Daily Mail, 23 :February 1940; 

Minutes 01' G.W.u.c.E.C. Meeting, 31 January 1940, 14· February 19Lto. 

G.W.U. Collection; Affidavit by EoS. Sachs, 16 February 1940. 

G.w.u. Collection. The T. & L.C.n.e.c. later dissociated itself 

from the Trade Union Council of Action. Minutes of T. & L.C.N.EeC.; 

Meeting, 30 April 194.0. ToU.c.s.A. Collection. 

2. The Garment Wo1'ker/Die Klerew~rker, February 1940; Rand Dai].:J: 

Mail. 23 February 1940. The G.W.Ue 1 s cprosition to the war was -· 
based on the leftist rationale. ~he Union came out in full support 

of the war effor"'(j once the Soviet Union entere·d the war. Minutes 

of the Annual Conference of the T. & L.C.: 25, 26, 27, 28 1 29 March 

1940, Cape Town, pp. 67-71; 6 1 7 1 8 1 9, 10 April 1942, Port El:l.za­

beth, pp. 38-39. T.u.c.s.A. Collection; Mi!lutes of G.W.u.c.E~C. 

Meeting, 28 February 1940. G.w.u. Collection. 



A number of the n.e.c. members felt that Sachs had gooa. cause to feel 

aggrieved and a resolution was passed for the n.e.c. to meet Madeley 

on the question 1 
Madeley 1s 0wn L.P~ branch, Benoni- despatohed a 

J.e·tter to the n. e. c. in which it condemned the Minister 1 s conduct 

2 
in publish:Lng the Determination • 

When !-le met the L .. P.n.e.c. delegation Madeley assured theni that 

he did not consider the Determination's wage rates as adequate. He 

added that he had published the Deter:winati.on in order to improve the 

wages ).n the industry. After a discussion Mac1eJ.ey unde:::-·took that 

a fresh Wage Board inquiry would be held in the ina.ustry withjn 
7! 

twelve months -'. 

In March 1940 the LQ P. n. e. c. resolved tlrnt the sweet worker.s 

controversy be cut short and that strong meazures be adopted agajnst 

members of' the :?arty who supported thE: Trade Union Council of Action 4 

The Berea-Yeoville b:i:anch supported the Trade Union Com:1cil ~:f 

Action and the branch's newsletter !d~££~ implicitly both opposed 

. , . p~)uth Africa's participation in the war and criticised Madeley for 

his conduct in regard to the Determination. It would a.ppea:r .. thaT. 

the branch was under the chairmanship of' the leftist E.J. Burford, 

l. Minutes of Special Meeting of L.P.N.E.c., 9 February 1940. ,,. L.P. 

Collection. 

2. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting 1 17 February 1940- L.P. Collectio~. 

3. Ibid. 

4~ Ibid., 11 March 1940. 
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the national secre'taI'y of the s.w.u. 1 

the Bere2-Yeovi1le branch (whose memters j_ncluded ColJn I1egum) :Ln 

J·une 1940 
2 

1941 3• 

A Yeoville branch was established towards ~he end of 

1 .. Minutes of IJ.:P.N.E.C. Investigating Committee IYieeting 1 11 June 

1940. L. P. Collection; Report of the Sub Corumi ttee Appointed by 

the L.P.N.E.C. to Inquire into Certain Alleged Improper Propaganda 

and Activities within the Party (n.d.). L.P. Collection. 

2. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 20 June 1940, 19 December 1940. 

L.P. Collection. 

3. Ibid., 20 November 1941. 
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CHAPTE.rl XXII 

THE INDJ~PENDENT LABOLJR PARTY 

In early 1942 the L.P. launched a campaign to bring about co-

l operation between the L.,P .. and trade unions • A motion which 

called i'or collaboration with the L.P .. was passed at the T. & L~Cels-

annual conference in Ap~il 1942. The GeW.D. abstained from the vote 

while HartwE:;ll, who atter:-,jecl the conference as the representative o:f 

the African IJaundry Workers• Union, opposed the motion 2 • 

It was later emphasised at a T. & L .. C.n.e.c. meeting that 

" "collaboration" was distinct from "a:t'filiation11 ... • A collaboration 

committee was established with delegat~s from the L~P. and the 

T. & L .. C. 4 The ccmmi ttee remained in e::d.stence for a number of years 

In May 1942 the G.w.u. asked the L.P. to receive a delegation 

to discuss collaboration between the Union and the Pa,~ty 5• In Ju.."1.e 

1942 a G,.W.,U. deputation attended ~ L.,P.noe.,c. meeting. Sachs took 

-1. c.L. Henderson to E.s. Sachs, 5 March 1942. G.W.U. Collection. 

2. Minutes of the Annual Con£erence of·the T. & L.C., 6, 7 1 s, 9, 

10 April 1942, Port Elizabeth, pp. 23-24. T.u.c.s.A. Collection. 

3. Minutes of T. & J,.c.N.E.C. Meeting, 21 July 1942. T.u.c.s.A. 

Collection. 

4. Minutes of the National Labour Collaboration Committee Meetjng, 

22 Jun·e 1945. L.P. Collection; The Labour Bulletin. February 1943. _, 

5. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meet:Lng, 21 May 1942. L.,P. Collection. 



an aggressive line and detailed his Union's complaints against 

] (I';( 
••. J ./ 

Madeley a~d the Labour Dep~rtment: .J.. , .. ., ., • i.wo years .i-12a e.Lapseu since 

MadelEyt s u..~fulfilled prc'.'!",ise to appo:int a Wage Board wi·~hin twelve 

months to re-inquire into the sweet maki.ng industry; the pub!.ication 

of the G.W.Uo 1 s industrial council agreements were ''always" helcl up; 

the registration of the G, vv·,, U. 1 s East London branch and the publica-

tion of tne branch's j_ndustrial council agreement had been delayed 

for eight months; the Labour Department's handling of' confineme::::-.. t 

allowances was deplored and its :::·efusal to de-register 1 Henochsberg' s' 

Union was denounced. Sachs sought the dismiosal of the Wage Board's 

members ~.nd the Secretary fer Labour. He threatened that j.f the 

·G.W.U. 1s complaints were ·not redressed within fourteen days, the 

1 Union. would. attack and smash the L.P. 

·-----------··-·-·--
1.. :Minutes of Special Meeting of L.P.N.E.c., 11 June 1942., L .. P,. 

Collection. 

The Manufacturing Tailo:cs Vlorkero' Association ::>.nd Sick Bern~fi t 

Society was a long established 'company' type trade union at Henoch.s­

berg clothing factory. Attempts to havs it de-registered haO. been in 

progress sinue 1926. General Secretary, T. & L.C. to Registrar of 

Trade Unions and Emplc~rers 1 Associations, 22 December 1926. T .. U. Cc S.A •. 

Collecticn. The confinement allowance issue revolved ar0und 

approximately eight women. Minutes of Special Meeting of L.PeN.E.C., 

11 June 1942. L.P. Collection. Sachs was aware of the reason 

why the publication of the G.WoU.-T.C,M.A. industrial council agree­

ment was being delayed. The Labour Department was engaged in a 

deliberate policy of delay in order to induce industrial councils 

(such as the G.W.U.-T.C.M.A~ industrial council) to include black 

workers in their industrial agreements (even if at different wages 1 

etc.). Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting 1 3 December 1940 1 10 

February ~942. ToU.C.SoA. Collection; Minutes of Special Meeting 

of L.P.N.E.Co, 11 June 1942. L.P. Collection. 



The L.P.n.,e.c. despatched a delegation to Madeley. Msdeley 

angrily refuted the complaints and stated that he had received much 

abuse from the G. W. U Q ~ partic·.:tlarly as :rega:cds con.:fi.nement e:i low-

~nceso 'I'he LoP. delegation W8.S sa.tisfiea. with the Min:ister ts 

answers 1 
• 

The G:~W.U., subsequently adopted a line which Sachs had taken at 

a To & L.C.-L.P. meeting three days prior to the L.P.n.e.c. meet~ng 

at which Sachs had delivered his ul ti".:i.atum; ie e., notwithstanding 

sever(: criticism, particularly with regard to Madeley 1 s departmentts 

handling of confinement allowances, the G.W.U., gave the L.P. 

grudging support. The G.W.U. declined an invitation to send fr:J.te:cnal 

uel.egates to the Transvaal provincial conference of the L.P. but 

agreed to a Yeoville branch request for electoral ?,ssistance for c. 
. 2 
Legum • 

During the early part. of 1943 the G., W. u. grew inc'r<::8.singly in-

cP.nsed ove:::- the war measure provisionB which restricted the rights of 

the workers ·- e~go, strikes and lockouts had been declared i.Lleg3l 

i~ the industry. Sachs resigned from the T., J: L.C~'s Advisory 

Committee to the Prime Minister after an earlier move to cause its 

dissolution had failed. Scheepers resigned as a member of the 

1.. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 18 June 1942. L.P, ·Collection. 

2. Minutes of a Meeting between the T. & L.C. and tbe L.P., 8 June 

1942. L.P. Collection; E.S. Sachs to Secretary, Transvaal Pro­

vincial Executive, 10 July 1942. G.W.U. Collection; Honorary 

Secretary, Yeoville Branch, L.P .. to E.S. Sachs, 16 August 1942. 

G.W.U. Collection; E.S. Sachs to Honorary Secretary, Yeoville 

Branch, L.P., 28 August 1942. G.W.U. Collection. 
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T. & L.C.-L.P. ColJ.aboration Cornmit-f:~.e 1 

Disillusioned with the L.P.,f S8.chs returned to !:is theme of a 

1;:1i ted labour front and held informal talks w:Lth me::bers of the 

L.P. and C.P., trRde union leaders, etc. Although Sachs's proposal 

for a united labour front re0eived _minimal support, the G.W.Ua 

arranged a National Labour Conference for the 1st May 1943 (the 

day after the scheduled expir_ation cf the annual T. & L.C. confer­

ence whj.rh was being held that year at Joharmesbi..'rg) 
2

• In a 

circular despatcheo to its affi~iated trade unions the T. & L.C. 

n .. e.c. expressed the view that the G.,W.U. 1 s move to establish a new 

political organisation would "not 0nl;~,r harm the war effort", but 

would "destroy Lthe] existing unity of the working class". The 

ch·cular called upon ~11 workers "to preserve the solidarity of the 

Labour Movement by ignoring and refusing to participate in any 

meeting or conference calle:1 by" the Ge W c U ~ 3 

An increasing number of industrial u...'1.ions were affiliating to 

the T. & L.C. The indus·i;rial un:i.ons were generally associated with 

the t left 1 , Ver;/ broadly, the craft ur:ions, who were cup ported by 

1. The Garme~t Worker/Die Klerewerker, May/June 194-2, Januar·y/ 

February 1943, March/April 194-3; Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.C. Meeting, 

23 February 1943 1 2 March 1943. T.u.c.s.A. Collection. 

2. The Garm~nt Worker/Di~ Kl~r~werke~·, May/June 1943 1 July/August 

1943; Circular, an invitation to the National J.Jauour Congress, 

add:cessed "To All Trade Unions, Trade Union Branches and All Other 

Labour Organisations in South Africa", signed on behalf of the 

G.W.U. by E.S. Sachs, A. Scheepers and J. Cornelius. G.W.U. 

Collection. 

3. Minutes of T. & L.C.N.E.c. Meeting, 20 April 1943.. T.u.c.s.A. 

Collection; Da Vries, Secreta:r.·y to Secretaries of Affiliated Trade 

Unions, 2f April 1943 (Quote in text). G.W.U. Collection. 
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trad6 unions such as the South African Society of 133.r:lk Officials 

and the M .. W .. Uo 1 held the dominant position in the 1'. & L .. C~ The 

I 

card-vote system at T.., & L .. C. conferences assisted the cra:ft 

unions and th0j_r tallies t in repul::::ing the challenge of the in­

dustrial unions 1
• 

Sachs warned the delegates at the 1943 annual conference of 

the T~ & L .. C. that if a proposed motion for the abolition of the 

card-vote in the election of the Te & L. C .n .. e., c. was l".nsuccessful, 

the G., W,, U., would wi thdrav-r from the conference. The mo-i;ion :failed 

and the G~W.,U., staged a lonely walkout; even Jq Cornelius, who 

was in attendance as a Tobacco Workers' Union delegate, remained 

at the conference .. The G.W.,U. 1 s protest walkout was deplored by 

1. See m~.nutes of the Annual "Conferences of the T. & L.C. for the 

period generally. T.u.c.s.A. ·Collection. A trad~ union's 

oard-vote strength was determined by tl1e numerical membership on 

which it affiliated to the T. & L.C. The affiliation fees were 

determined by the numerical affiliated membership (the larger the 

~ff~liated membership, the higher the affiliation fees). Conse­

quently, a trade union 1 s affiliated meml::ership was determined a~ 

much by its fina~cial position as by its actual membership. 
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the cornLianists W. Andrews and I. Wolfson 1 ~ 

Sac:~s later denied tLat the G. W. U .. had an ulterior motive ir 

j.ts motion and conduct a<. the conference. It had been alleged thr;.t 

the G. W # U. hoped that the issue would prec:Lpi tate a spl:L~ in the 

T. & L.C. which would result in the proposed National Labour Congress 

gaining the support of a :r:>.ajor section of the trade union moYement 2 

The majority of the approximately one hundred delegates who 

attended the National LPboui~ Congress on the lst May 1943 were 

:r·epresentatives of G. Vi. U., membe::rs in various factories. There was 

also ::i sprinkling of delegates from a few.trade unions which the 

1. Minutes cf the Annual Conf8rence of the T. & L.c., 26, 27, 28, 

29, 30 April 1943, Johannesburg 1 pp. 22-29. T.u.c.s.A. Collection; 

~~' 30 April 1943. The card-vote issue was a contentious 

theme at T. & IJeC. conferences during the 1940 1s. Sachs was a hlajor 

fieure in the dispute. Minutes of the Annual Confe::-ence of the 

T. & L.C.: 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 April 1941, Durban, pp. 47-51 1 60-67; 

10, 11, 12, 13, 14 April 1944, Cape Town, pp. 36, 41; 3, 4, 5, 6 

April 1945, East London, pp. 32, 34-35' 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 April 

1946, Durban, pp. 32-33;. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 April 1947, Port Elizabeth, 

pp. 32-34. T.U.C.S.L. Collection; The Garment Vfork~r/Die Klerewerker, 

January/February 1945, Jaimary/February 194 7. Concessions in 

conne0tion with the election of the general secretary and the n.e.c. 

were finally made at the 1948 annual conference of the T. & L.C. 

Minutes of the Annual Conference of the T .. & L.C., 24, 25, 29, 30, 

31 March, 1-April 1948, Cape Town, pp. 31, 34, 37, 44-49, 53. 

T.u.c.s.A. Collection. 

2. E.S. Sachs to Editor, Rand Tiaily Mai~, letter dated 29 April 

1943. G.W.U. Collection. 
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• 

In h::! s address to the Congress Sachs explained ·~hat while he 

fully supported the ~'/far effort, he believed that the workers should 

set cut immediat<~ly to win the peace - and not wait till the cessa·· 

2 tion of hostilities 

In the draft prograi..'llIIl.e adopted by the Congress a demand was 

made for the implementation of a WoYkerst Charter as a first step 

towards the 1New World v. The C'!ha:rter laid down uor.i.a.i tions of em-

ployment$ minimum wage rat8s and innovations such as a body with at 

least 50 percent worker representation to administer all labour 

laws. 

The p:rogra.mme held that the ultimate aj..m. was socialism "w:hich 

alone can gua:r.antee real happiness, culture, prog:cess ~nd security 

for all". In the mea::iwhile it called for the end to profiteering; 

the supremacy of the rule c·f law; the eradication nf "all forms 

of racialism"; and for progressive industr:!.al development. :iTb.ose 

laws, customs a!!.d other obstructions" which i.r.ihibited industrial 

1. Rand D:.::_ily Mai1, 3 May 1943; The Labour Bu2-letin, Mid ,Tuly 1945. 

The trade unio:.1s which the G.W ~U. had assisted in establishing 

were not identified in the press reports. Tne tre.de unions referred 

to were probably the S.W.U. and the Tobacco Workers' Union. 

The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker claimed that the Congress was 

attended by 120 delegates who represented tliirty thousand factory 

workers, railway workers, engineers, builders, transport workers and 
. . . . .· . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . ' 

"other sections". The Garment Wor:Ker[Die Klerewerker, May/ Ju..YJ.e 

1943. 
. . . . . . . 

2. The Garment Worker/Die Kle:rewe::cke1', July/August 1943. 
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progress were to be a'i.iolished; indust2~y and agriculture were to be 
I . 

reor·ganised on s. modern technological be.s:i.s - "if necessary by 

applying the most drastic meai::ures 11 1
• The program.me reflected the 

influence of Sachs 1 s Marxist concqltion the.t the following stage in 

S t , Af . f . . t 1 · 2 ou n rica was one o progressive capi-a ism • 

The Congress also decided to contest three working class con-

stituencies in the forthcoming general election under the banner o:f 

the Independent Labour .Party (I.I,.P. ).. It was agreed that J. 

Cornelius, Scheepers and Sachs would contest Ge~miston, Fordsburg and 

J t . 1 3 eppe respec ive y 

The IcL~P. cane in for much criticism for omitting all reference 

t:i the non-wh:i.te issue in its programme. Sachs, when subsequently 

pressed, stated that he considered the system of representction vf 

non-whites in parliament as inadequate. He proposed that the 

native people ahould be given power to govern their 

own lands. The Bunga system i.s a mockery of democracy. 

Our com:r;:li.cated multi-national problems can only be 

solved on the basis cf granting self-government to the 

native territories 4 • 

1. Draft Program.me to be Considered at the National Labaur Congress, 

l Mey 1943 (Quotes in text). G.W.U. Collection; Programme of the 

I.L.P. G.w.u. Collection. 

2. E.S. Sachs's evidence. Ninth day, 18 December 1941, pp. 618-619, 

in "E. S. Sachs vs. Voortrekkerspers__ Bpk. "~ op. cit.; The Garment 

Wo~k~r/Die _15"lerewerker, ,July/ August 1943. 
. . - . . 

3. The Garment Worker{Di~- Klerewe:~ke:c, May/ Ju...""1.e 1943. 

4. E. s. Sachs, Organising Sec:r·etary to Chairman of the Committee, 26 

J·une 1943. G .. w.u. Collection. 
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Sachs argued tha~ in order to win the workers to r1abour1, :;.t, 

was necessary for the I.L.,P. to acquiesce in the racial iutolera:nce 

1. (i.e. 1 whi te-non~·whi te) of -th~· electorate 0 

pamphlet the I.,L .. P.; stated that it stood for 

In a general el.ection 

A UNI1J:ED LABOUR IViOVEJYIENT, BASED ON SOUTH AFRICAN COJ'J-

DITlmJS, PREE FROM RACIAL DIVISION, indep.endent of all 

capitalist parties, and co-operating with all other 

progressive fore es a,1y emphasis] 2 • 

The JJ.,P. had e:ntered into an electoral pact with ·the u.r. 

A specially called penalty general meeting at Germiston in earJ.y 

May 1943 overwhelmingly a~proved the G.W~U~~s participation in 

- 1 t. 3 
gen~ra~ e ec ion • The G. VI .. U .. 1 s partic:lpa tion in the general 

election was s-u.bsequently unanimous~y endo:r:-sed by approxiniately three 

thousand TI!Gmbers at a Johannesburg gs::--lera.l meeting (the meet~Lng had 

been called to discuss the proposed ·ind us trial council egreernent.) 4 .. 

K. Meyer assisted J. Cornelius in her· canvassing and also chaired 

5 :b.er meetings • The G.b.e.c., members provided J. Cornelius with 

1., The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, September/October 1943 1 

November/December 1943. 

2~ General election pamphlet by the I.LP. G.W ... U. Collectio~1. 

3. "E .. S. Sachs vs. A.B. du Preez", op .. cit.: G.vY.U. Germiston branch 

c:i.rculer quoted at eleventh day, 10 September 1945 1 p. 929, t·welfth 

day 1 11 September 1945, p. 1007; E .. s. Sae:hs 1 s evidence. Thirteenth 

day, 12 September 194-5, Po 1153i; A .. Scheepers 1 s evidence, 11 May 

1949 1 p. 2296~ in "G.w.u. Proceeding~", op. cit. 

4. Minutes of G.W.U. General Meeting, is May 1943. G.w.u. Collection. 

5. K., Meyer's evidence, 24 January 1949, p. 728 1 in "G.w .. u. Proceed-
. ' 

ing.s 11
1 op. cit.; Minutes' of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 23 June 1943, 

G.w.u. Collection 
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1 little support and many did not evc::r1 :tttend her camvc:dgn meetings 

A portion of the s:r.iall number of garment workers who a ttendecl. a 

campaign meeting expressed their o.isapproval of her candidature and 

policies by heckling and booing~. Most of these girls were in the::!.r 

late teens and lea11ed towards the N. Po After the general election 

an angry H. Cornelius 1 who had been heT sister's electoraJ_ agent. 

brought a number of the girls before the G. b. e. c. fo:::· disciplinary 

h 
. 2 earings • The G.WoU., leadership indicated its disapproval af the 

disciplinary hearings and they were discontinuede The membt::rs w:-.o 

had a11~eady been tr:i.ed~ none of whom had yet been penalised, received 

- if at all - letters which rapped them over the lc:mckles .fo:;:> their 

3 conduct • 

In its requests to clothing manufacturers for :financial assist-

ance for the I.L.P.'s election campaign the c.e9c. emphasised shared 

interests such as protention for clotbing factories against overseas 

J. 
competition ·• In order to preserve cord:i..al relations with the 

GeW.u. a nuJnber of manufacturers made small co~tributions to the 

election fund 5 • 

The I.L.P. was heavily defeated in the general election. 

1. Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C" Meeting, 23 June 1943. G.W.U. Collection. 

2. Ibid.! 23 June 1943, 24 August 1943, l September 1943; Minutes o:f 

Special Meeting of G.W.U.G.B.E.c., 19 August 1943. G .. W.U. Collection. 

3. Minutes of G.W.U.G.B.E.C. Meeting, 24 Auguct 19L1-3, 1 September 

1943, 7 September 1943. G.W.U. Collection. 

4. G.W.TJ.C.E.C. to Sir/s, l June 1943. G.W.U. Collection. 

5. A number of covering letters from manufacturers to the G. W'. U. 

See G.W.U. Collection .. 



Cornelius polled 202 votes 1 Scheepe:rs 281 and Sa~hs 475 1 _ The 

I.L.Pe probably drew the bulk o:f its support from G.YT.U. membez:·3~ 

1. The results in full were: 

Germiston 

A.Co Payne L.P. 4 134 

W.Po Bosh off 1T.,P., 3 380 

J. Cornelius. I .. L6J?.,. 202 

J~C. de Wet A.,P. 40 

Fords burg 

D. Burnside ::::.P., 4 170 

A .. S~ van Rees N.P. l 441 

A. Scheepers I.L.P. 281 

J"e:ppe 

B. Solomon TT., P. 4 833 

H.J. Waldeck N.P. l 237 

E.S. Sachs I~Ii.Po 475 

w.n. Immelman A .. P. 261 

B.M. Schoeman, op .. cit. 1 PP• 255-256, 258 .. 
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CHAPTER XXIII 

THE SOCIALIST P.A.RTY 

The annual conference of the L.J:>. in January 1943 approved the 

1 
continued participation oi' the Party in the coali tio:o .. goverr1ment - ., 

In April 1943 a specially c0:.:i.vened L.P .. conference gave the green 

light for an electoral pact with the U.P. in the general elec-'uion 

2 
later that year • 

A number of Ii~ P. members continued to voice their oppasi ti on 

to the Party's 11 collaboration" ?Ni th -::ie U,,J?.; they suppo:rted the 

war effor·l; but were opposed to the compromise of the L .. P., 's socie.list 

principles in its pursuit. The issue came to a head when the L .. P. 

hierarchy turned O.own the parliamen-~ary candidature of Jessie Mac-

pherson, a Johannesbu:::.'g city councillor. At a meeting of L .. P. 

"progressives" a 1·esolution was passed by thirty-three yotes to 

eight to leave the L. P. and to establish the mili i:a:n.t Democratic 

Partyo Numerous ruemters of the L.,Pe's Transvaal provincial executive 

and its Johalh~esburg district committee ~esignod from the L.P. 

Macpherson was a leading figu:i::·e in the breakaway move but soon 

returned to the L.P. fold 3• 

1.. Forwc.rd, 8 January 1943. 

2. Ibid., 16 April 1943; The Labour 13_ulletin, April 1943. 

3. Forwa~~ 16 April 1943, 4 June 1943; The JJabo_ur Bulletin, Mid 

July 1943; Cap_e Times, l June 1943. 
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~1.he rationale behind the L .. P~ ts elcctcral pact with the U., Po 

was to avo:Ld a split in the pro-war vote (the N., P. opposed South 

A.,,.. ' t" . t• . 'h ) .~rica s par J.CJ.pa ·ion 1ri ·GL e wa:r- ~ In .its election campaign the 

L.,P., e~phasised that the f'reedom of the workers and indeed :nankind 

was dependent en viotor:r over the Axis powers 1 ~ In the general 

election the I,. P .. was sue cessful in the nine seats it was alloco,i;ed 

j_n terms of the electoral pact. Six of the seats were on the 

Witwatersrand; and included M. Cilliers, the vice-president of the 

M .. Vl.u.,, in Mayfair, and A.,C., Payne, the ch2.irman of the district 

committee of the A.llalgamated Engineering Union, in Germ:i.ston. The 

U,.P. won eighty-nine .seats, the NcP~ f:)rty-three: and the Dominion 

2 
Party seven • 

Workers Civic Lea~ues were sep3rately established in East London 

and Port.Elizabeth. The Leagues, which apparently nominated their 

3 own candidates, faired. vvell in municipal elect:i.ons • In August 

1943 the J.ocal committee of the T .. & L.C. (T. & L.C.1.c.) decided 

to sponsor the formation of a sirr.ila:>:> body to contest ti.1e forth­

coming Jorrn.nnesbti.L'g municipal election 4 • The IoL., P~ indicated its 

5 support for such a League • HoweYer, in September 1943 the LL.Po 

lost its independent existence when it merged with the Militant 

1. General election pamphlet by J"ohn Chr·istie. G. Vl. U. Collect'ion; 

K.A. Heard, op. cit., p. 16. 

2 .. K.A. Heard, op. cit., p. 17; B.M .. Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 251-

271; , The Labour Bulletin, June 194-3. 

3. e.g., The k1bour Bulletin, August 1943, Mid September 1943. 

4. Fleet to Secretary, I~L~P., 19 August 1943. G~WeUo Collection. 

5o E.S. Sachs to Honorary Secretary 1 T~ & L.C., 24 August 1943. 

GcW.U. Collection. 
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Dernocratic· Party to form the Socialist :Party ( S~ ?., ) • Senator Ho 

Bas:.'lerr who represented blscks in parJ.ismex:.t 7 bec<-::.me one of t}1e 

S~P. ts two vice-presidents 1 ., 'J:he proposed League did no-I: come to 

fruition and the S.Po, L.P~ al!d C .. P~ competed against one anot:ner 

in the February 1944 Johannesb'.J:rg municipal electione All the s. J?,,: s 

candidates, who included Dr. Leibman (a sitt:Lng councillor who had 

resigned from the Lo P. on the Militant Democratic Party 1 s formatj.on) 

and Hartwell, were defeated 
2 

Routed j_:a_ the election, "the SuP• took the in:Ltiative and pro-

posed joint act:Lon by left wing parties and trade urdons on n common 

. l" + . J h b .. , ~ t" 3 
socia is ... programme in o aru1es urg municJ.pa~- s.Lec ions • Negotia-

tions with the L .. P .. and T~ & Lo C" 1. c. continue a. for a few months but 

col1!'1psed in September 1944 when the Ii.P. refused to have anything 

to do with four out of the five T. & J,.C.l.c. delegates to a proposed 

joint T. & L.C. l. c. - L.P. - s .. P. committee. '.L'he I1.,P. acc;.;i.sea the 

four delegates of being memb~rs of the c. P~ which, :L:: contrast to the 

s.P., proposeO. to lJ.Oroinate candidates in the October 1944 municipal 

4 election .. 

1. ,!Forwa:r·d, 1 October 1943; ~. s. Sachs to I,. Szur, 27 July 1943. 

G. W. U. Collection; Ci-rcular by the S. P~ G. VI. U. Collection. The 

Garment Worl'.:er/Die Klerewerker, September/October 1943. 

2.. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, January/February 1944, March/ 

April 1944 .. 

3. L
4 

Szur, Secretary, S.P. to General Secretary, L.P., 13 April 

1944. L.P~ Collection. 

4. H.C. Ackerman to Secretary, S.P., 8 May 1944, 27 May 1944, 13 June 

1944: 19 September 1944e LoPc Collection; L.Szur to Acting General 

Secretary, 7 June 1944. L,,PG Collection; The Garment Worke..£LR.~e. 

Klerewe:cker, September/October 1944. 



With N"az:L Germany def ea tea., the L~ I'., n.., e. c., issued a statement 

shortly before the mur:icipal electton :i.n October 1945 that Madeley 

was tc withdraw from the '~abinct 1 • The LP. contested -~he election 

with out any electoral pact and won five wards ( v.,rhich increased its 
I 

representation in the council by two). The L~P. with a total of 

E1ighteen seats took shaky control of the forty-two me:m.ber counciL 

2 J. Macpherson was elected mayor • 

1. H.J. Simons and R.E .. Simons, op. cit., p. 549 .. 

2. · Illustrated J3u~letin, 7 November 1945,. ltl, November 1945. 
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CHAPTER XXIV 

THE GARMEI1T WORKERS 1 UNION AFFILIATES 

ANTI OTHER MATTERS 

A. The Split 

The divisive racial views held in the L.P. 1 s hie:rarchy were 

largely neutralised by the Party's !Jreoccupation with the Second 

World War •. After the ~ar members like M.Jo Van den Berg begen to 

1 edge towards the N.P. 

Early in 1946 the section of Smuts's Asiatic Land Tenure and 

Indian Representation :Sill '.'ihich provj_ded for token indirect rep:re-

sentation for asiatics iri parliament precipitated a crisis in the 

L.P. 1 s parliamentary caucus whj.ch rebounded. into the Pc.rty's 

structures. M::.deley (the parliamentary leader), and M.J .. Van den 

Berg resigned from the IJ.P.: Van den Berg joined the N. P. vvhile 

Madeley duly established an ephemeral labour party with an anti-· 

as:Latic 2 bias The resignation of three other M.P. 1 s from the L.P. 

(Sullivan, Burnside and the Rev. Miles Cadman) during the following 

twelvemonths reflected the general disarray in the Party 3 

l~ The Socialist Review, August 1945; Q§.Ee Times, 26 November 1946 .. 

2.. Illustr_?ted Bulletin, Mid August 1946; Ca:£_e T~1£leS, 10, 15, 17 

April 1946 1 2, 6, 11, 17 May 1946, 25 July 1946 1 27 July 1946 1 5 

August 1946, 6 August 1946; Rand Daily Mail, 17 April 1946, 29 April 

19461 4 May 1946; The Star 1 16 April 194-6. 

3e Cape Times, 23 January 1947, 7 March 1947, l July 1947. 
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The L.P. 1 s colour policy was revj_sr;:;d at a specially convened 

conference in November 1946. The adopted programme proposed thA 

development of the "Native" a:ceas to cu1'b the flow of migran(; workers 

and urbanisation generally. It re:affirmed. the Party's support for 

sociel and residential segregation, and defended the colour bar in 

in<lust-ry 0n the ground that it was in reality a cheap labour bar, 

The contemporary method of indirect representation of blacks ::..r::. 

parliament was endorsed and in a caut::tously worded section Smutsrs 

Asiatic Ae:t was approvedM Afte!' the adoptj.on c:f the prograLillle a 

mot'ion was successfully moved that the JJ.P. convene a conference with 

the other parliamentary parties to formulate a common non-whitE: 

policy 1
• The cthe:r' parliamentary parties would, however, have 

nothing to do vii th the idea 2 

The Garment Workers' Union Affiliates 

The L.P. drew a portion of its electoral support from the 

Afrj_kaner working class. Al though Afrikaners were brought ir..to the 

Party machine and elected under the Party's banner, the L.P. 1 s 

structures remained essentially Anglophone in character. This dis-

juncture contributed to a tendency of elitist isolation en the part 

of the L.P. 1 s leadership and public representatives. In addition, 

branches, where they existed at all, had few members and there was a 

1. L~Po Non-European Policy as Adopted by the Special Conference, 10 

November 1946. G.WeU. Collection; Minutes of the Special ConfeYence 

of the L.P. to Consider a Draft Non-European Policy, Johannesburg, 

10 November 1946, p. 13. L.P. Collection~ 

2. e.g. 1 D~F. Malan to A. Hepple 1 16 December 1946. L.P. Collection .. 
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" th .p . • t . -. f"° . . h . ~ . t aear o~ organisa iona~ e. ~or~s ~o mo~iiise fuG workers behind the 

L.P. 
1 

Trade union a:ffili2tion to the L. P. was benef·icial i.n a number 

of ways. :B1or instance, the affiliation fees :provided the J,., 1?., 
which was habitually in financial distress, with much needed funds 

2 

A handful of trade unions were affiliated to the L.P. 

South Af:::ican Cinematograph Operators 1 Union, and the Motor Transport 

Workers' Union) 3• 

Sporadic attempts were made by the L.J?. h_j_erarchy to link the 

Party to the trade union movemr.mt through contact at 'the leadership 

level.. In August 1945 tha G. W. U. was one of forty-nine trade unions 

which attended a 'Labour Ur:ity- Conference' organised by the L-P. 

The conference resolved to set up a joint co:rnmi ttee of IJ. P., and 

tr·ade union representatives for the purpose of bringing about 

complete co-operation between the trade union movement and the J.J.P. 

4 
Sachs was elected a member of the joint committee • 

l. ( ?] to Secretb.ry, L.P. s 20 September 1944. L.P. Collection; J. 

Dancer to Comrade, 27 April 19~-5. L .. P. Collecti.on; The Labou:r­

Bulletin, February 1~43; The text is also based on an overall im­

pression of the L.P. correspondence and minutes of the period. L.P. 

Collection. 

2. Minutes Qf the Annual Conference of the L. P., 2, 3 .January 1943, 

Johannesburg, p. 3. L.P. Collection. The affiliation fees and 

ca.rd-vote strt:ngth of trade unions weTe determined in the same vray 

as in the case of the T. & L.C. See pp. 196 footnote 1, 215. 

3. Mim1.tes of L.P.N .E.C. Meeting, 21 May 1942. L.P. Collection. 

4. Report on Labour Unity Conference on 19 August 1945, dated 21 

August 1945. L.P. Collection; Mj_nutes of Labour Unity Committee 

Meeting 1 10 September 194-5. L.P. Collection. 
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IJ1]::1i:> .. J·oi·r.·i~ c··nmuni· ttee sot1""· ·t·· c· t' t·· · + b · · .... - "" - ~ bn 7 am ~Jg 0 .n.el' . n J.ngs, uO ring about 

trade union affiliation to the L.P. and circulars were disti·ibuted to 
, 

this· effect .l.. Contact was made between the G.W.U~ eo.nd the L.P. in 

January 1946 •. However 1 despite a vvillingness on both sides to con-, 

tinue the dj.alogue the matter f'ell away 2 
d 

L.P. and G.W.U. representatives discussed co-operation at o 

meeting on the 10th May 1947 3• The c.e.c. J,.ater unanimously 

4 decided t0 affiliate to the L.l)e On the 27th ::'fa3r 194- 7 the g_uestion 

of affiliation was :caised without prior notice at a meeting of 

approximately two hundred Johannesburg and Gc:;rm:iston shop stewards. 

Little opposition was raised to the propo3ed affiliation. One 

Wolmarans :from Ger.miston opposed the affiliation while 1). Alexander 

stated that she pref'er:i.ed support being given to the C,P. Although 

i::: 

present, K. Meyer raised no objection to the p:r.·oposed ventv.re "..J. 

Having obtained the shcp stewards' approval, Sachs immediately 

made application to the L. P. for affiliation on the bas~-s of a 

1. Minutes of Labour Unity Cammi ttee Meeting, 10 Septem"ber 194-5 ~ 

L.Po Collection; Circular by-tbe Labour Unity Committee titled 

"Iiabour Must Become Poli tic ally Strong. An Appeal to the Trade 

Union Movement of South Africa". L.P. Collection. 

2. E.S. Sachs to General Secretary, L.P., 10 .January 1946. L.P. 

Collection; J·. Dancer to Secretary, G.w.u., 21January1946. L.P. 

Collectj_or1. 

3. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, May/June 1947. 

4. Ibid. 

5. Minutes of G.WoU. Shop Stewards Meeting, 27 May 1947. G~W.TJ. 

Collection; The. Garro~ WorkerLDie Kler~~~rker·, May/ June 194 7; 
11 G.W.U. Proceedings 11

, op. cit.: K. Meyer's evidence, 26 January 

1949, p. 787; A. Scheepers 1 s evidence, 11 May 1949, p. 2292. 
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thousand members. Ir: his letter of application Sachs emphasised the 

need to find a political home fo:c the white worke:!'.'s. He added that 

While a correct labour policy and tactics can be 

formulated oniy on the basis of existing conditions, 

arty attempt to secure support by pandering to the 

r·acialists E~hich he accused certain· leaders o"? the 

L.P. of beinaj is not only contrary to the true 

principles of labour and democra:.!y, but must result 

in the strengthening of the forces of reaction and 

the weakening of the forces of labour. 

l Sa.chs concluded that the G.W.U. would abide by majority decisions 

The G.W.U., 1s application, on an affiliated membership of one thousand, 

was formall;r approved by the L .. P .. in early July 194· 7 
2 

.. 

The May/ June 194 7 edition of The Garment Work.'.:r/Dic Klerewerker 

gave full coverage of the affiliation issue (the applicetion letter 

wA.s quoted in full) 3• Posters which urged workers to join the L.P. 

-~­were erected at numerous clothing factories • 

Advertisements which gave notice of a penalty general meeting to 

be held at Johannesburg on the 22nd July 1947 to discuss (inter alia) 

the proposed industrial council agreement made no mention of the 

1. E.S. Sachs and Ao Scheepers to General Secretary, L.P., 28 May 

1947. G.w.u. Collection. 

2. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 6 July 1947. L.P., Collection. 

3. The Garment Vforker/Dj_e Kler~werke~, May/ J\me 194 7. 

4. D. Vosloo 1 s evidence 1 21 January 1949, Po 588, in "G.w.u. Pro­

ceedings", op. cit. 
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affiliation issueo ~'he question of affiliation to the L.P. wac 

raised at the meethig after the completion o:f the advertised agenda 

- by which t:Lme members had '!1egun to leaYe,. L,, P,, represen"t::.iti Yes 

addressea the meeting and urged t.11at affiliation be endorsed. When 

put to the vote affiliation was endorsed by almost the entire 

1 aJldience • 

The affiliation procedure adopted by the G.w.u~ leadershir: was 

consti tu.tionally irregular. The co1rnti tution provided that affiliation 

had to be approved at a special general meeting "ealled fo:c the 

2 purpose of discussing affiliat:i.on to tl:e other •Jodies" • 

Mi8cellaneous Elections 

The Second World War left an inheritance of austerit? and 

3 shortage • The LoPa's debacle over the Asiatic Act and its revised 

colour policy alienated 0rstwhile supporters and left the Party 

machine in a badly shaken state. Allegat:Lons of communist inf1uence 

in the r,. P. were made with increasing intensity and reached a 

crescendo in the months before the mid·-1948 tseneral election. 

Reference was made to Scheepers 1s, the L~P. 1 s candidate in the 

1. 11 G. W o U. Pr·oceedings", op. cit.: A~ K..YJ.oetze 1 s ev-idence, 14 

January 1949, p. 374; D. Vosloo 1 s evidence, 20 January 1949, pp • 

. 520-523; E.S. Sachs's evidence, 10 February 1949, p. 1030, 

2. G.W.U. Constitution (n.d.), sec. 21. G.W.U. Collection. 

3. K.A. Hea~d, op. cit., p. 30. 
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Turffontein provincial by-election iL ·early 1948 1 visit to the 

Soviet Union as a G8vv.u. aeJ.egate 1 
.. The L.P.'s demise is best 

reflected in its dismal performa~-:ices j_n Johannesburg munid.pal 

electicns 2• 

The L.P. entered into an electoral pact with the U~P. for the 

1948 general election 3 •. Writing in 1-1he Garment Wor1Es:c/Di.e Klere::~ 

~erk~ Se,cl:s commented that the G.W .. t;. was not 11 enamouredli of the 

pact, but that the Union dj_d not "oppose it" 4• 

In the general electiori the lif.P./Afrikaner Party (A.,Pe) alliance 

galnea. a precarious plurality of seats, albeit with a minority of 

votes .. The N.P./A.P. alliance returned seventy-nine 1Vi.P. 1 s (N.P.., 

seventy; A.P., nine) to the U.Po 1 s sixty-five and the l..,P., 1 s six. 

There were also three M.P.!s re9resenting the blacks 5• The three 

MaP .. 's representing the asiatics hac1 not yet been elected 6
• 

Negotiations between the L.P. anG the U.P. for an electoral pact 

for the 1949 provincial elections failed 7• The r,. P .. proved unable 

1. Ca Ee Times, 7 Ma:cch 194 7, 3 November 194 7; See Forv1ard generally 

for the period, e.g., 27 February 1948, 25 March 1948, 7 May 1948. 

In the by-election Scheepers polled 846 votes to her U.P. 

opponent 1 s 1 872. Forward, 24 October 1947, 19 March 1948. 

2.. Forward, 7 November 1947; Cape Tiill;_e.!!_, 22 September 1949 .. 

3.. ~Jimes, 15 March 1948, 17 Ma1·ch 1948. 

4. The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, March/Ap:cil 1948. 

5. K.A. Heard, op. cite 1 pp~ 37-38; B.M. Schoeman, ope cit. 1 p. 300~ 

6. The asiatics had completely rejected the proposed representation. 

K.A. Heard, op. cit., p. 31. 

7. Minutes of L.?.N.E.C. Meeting, 23 July 1948, 4 March 1949. L.P. 

Collection; Minutes of Special Meeting of L.P.N.E.C., 5 December 1948. 
L.P. Collection. 



l to muster a team of candid::?.tes for tb ~~- election 

two of the three Transvaal seatf3 :l.t contested 2 ~ 

In 1951 negotiations betweer~ the L.P., anc1 the U, ?. fo:r a 
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"i 
Johannesburg municipal electoral pact failed-~. The nomination of 

Scheepers, J. Cornelius and Sachs as L.Po candidates in the election 

db +h· . d GWU t d . Lt was approve y u. e c. e. c., an a -.. • • shop s ewar s IJ18 et1.ng ~ 

The c~e.cn.provided considerable fina~ce for the three candidates' 

. 5 campa1.gns • Sachs criticised a number of the c. e,, c. :members f'or 

6 failing to assist il:::. canvassing All seventeen LoP. Candi.date::; 

were defeated and the Party's meagre representation in the council 

was eliminated 7• 

l. Minutes of a Joint Meeting of L.P.N.E.C. and the Transvaal Pro­

vincial Executive Committee, 14 January 1949. L.J?. Collection. 

2. Minutes of L.P.N~E.C. Meeting, 4 March 1949. L.P. Collection; 

I.L. Walker and B. Weinbren, op. cit., p. 334. 

3. Circular by E.S. Sachs, 24 September 1951. G.W.U. Collection. 
. ~ . . 

4. The Garment v~orker/Die Klerewerker, September/October 1951. 

5. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.c. Meeting, 20 August 1951. G.W.U. 

Collection. 

6. Ibid., 3 September 1951. 

7. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Adjourned Meeting, 7 November 1951. L.P. 

Collection; gape -~~§~1 2 November 1951. 
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CHAPTER XXV 

THE FINAL YEARS 

An 2xamination of the influence of cadre members of affiliated 

trade unions on the cne hand and branch :member·s on the other or. IJ" P. 

pol:i..cy at conferences, etc., falls outside the scope of this thesis. 

The affiliated trade unlcns held a maximum of half the total car·d-

vo"j;e s·c.-reEgth at L. P. conf8rences 1 • The card--vote system caused 

2 a degree of dissatisfaction i~ L.P. ranks 0 Senator :Duthie 

1111success:f'..1.lly proposed a motion at a L.P.n.e.c .. meeting in September 

1949 that 

in view of the existence of communist and cryp·(;o 

co!Illllunist influence [e .. g~ ~ Sacb~ in certain trade 

unions, coupled with the card-vote system of election 

of officers of the Party, resolve to affiliate no 

:raore trade unions and calls upon unions now affiliated . , 

t·o the Party to withdraw their existing affiliations 3• 

G.w.u. delegates were elected to the n.e.c. at the annual L.P., 

conferences. Sachs was elected Party treasurer at the 1951 and 1952 

1. Forward, 25 March 1948 • 

. 2. C_ape Times, 6 August 1946. 

3. Minutes of Joint Special and Ordinary Monthly Meeting of L.P.N.E~C., 

22 September 1949. L~P. Collection. · 
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l annual con.ferences The G.WoU. 1 s (with a powe:tful card-vote) 1 

capacity materially to influence decisions at conferPnces grew as 

t·cade unions continued to disaffiliate from the L. p. 2 Dr. B. 

Wilson, a member of the L.P.n.e.c., resigned from the Party in 

January 1952 011 the ground that the remaining couple of affiliated 
.., 

trade uni.ens held half the voting strength at L. P. coilf erences .) 

~~he G., W. U. thJ~ew its weight behind the United F'ront which was 

fonned in an attempt to oust the N~P. government in the 1953 gene1°al 

election. The G., W ~ ·:r. set c.side one hundred pounds to assist the 

L.P. in its campaign and six mem1'ers of the c.e.,c. undertook to 

assist the L.,P. candidate in the Gc.rn.iston constituency 4• 

, In its election campaign the L.P. warned that the N.I>. adminis-

tration proposea to shackle the trade v.nion movement a:nd was poisec1 

for an assault on the constitution (Le., the Cape coloured. fran­

chise)., The Party reaffii'Illed its support for residential and social 

segregation and stated that it believed that blacks cov.1d be given 

opportunities to improve their lot without eDdangering white skilled 

5 standards • In the general election the NeP. returnea ninety-five 

le Forward, 9 January 1948; The Garmen-t Worker/Die Klerewerker, 

January/February 1951, January/February 1952. 

2. Minutes of L.P.N.E.C. Meeting, 31 August 1951. L.P. Collectione 

3. Cape Times, 7 January 1952. 

4 .. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 19 January 1953, 2 February 

1953. G.w.u. Collection; J. Cornelius to National Treasurer, L.P., 

4 February 1953. L.,P. Collection. 

p. 166. 

Fo~~· the United Front see 

5. General election pamphlet by the L.P. GeW.U. Collectiono 

\-
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M.P. 1 s to the U.P./L.P. alliance's sixty-one (u.P., fifty-seven; 
1 . 

L.P., f0ur) • . 

In early 1954 the G.vr.u. promised f:i.nand.al support to the 

I P . ...... . . l - t• . 2 
Jo • in J. L>S provincia ~.Lee ion campaJ.gn a In June 1954, while 

J. Cornelius and Scheepers were in Cape Tmii.rn, a request was 

received by the c.e.,c. inviting the two to stand as L.P .. candidates 

in the provincial electicn. The c.~.c. refusea the request on the 

ground ·~hat J. Cornelius and Scheepers had no time to engage in a 

campaign 3• The ele0tiDn eliminated L~Pc representation in the 

Transvaal provincial council 4• 

In contrast to the U.P., the L.P. moved halt:Lngly towards a 

more enlightened policy. .LoPo conferences continued to bring their 

colour policy under focus.. At its 1954 annual conference the L.Po 

adopted a new non-white franchise policy. The policy basically 

envisaged (as a first. stage) the extension of both the Cape 

coloured franchise and the limited right of Cape b~acks to elect 

5 parliaUJ.entary representatiYes to the other provinces • 

1. The election in a consi:;ituency which the L.P. was contesting 

in terms of the electoral pact was postponed as a result of a 

candidate's death. The L.P. won the by-eleotion and increased its 

representation in_parliament to five. For footnote and text: 

BoM. Schoeman, op. cit., p. 333. 

2. Minutes of L.P.N.EoC. Meeting, 28 February 1954. L.P. Collection. 

3. Minutes of G.W.U.C.E.C. Meeting, 21 June 1954e G.W.U~ Collection. 

4. I.L. Walker and B. Weinbren, op. cit., p. 334. 

5. Composite Resolution on National Convention at 42nd Annual 

Confere~ce of the L.P., 10, 11 January 1953. L8P. Collection; 

LePe Non-European Franchise Policy, 14 January 19540 L.P. Collection. 
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The G.WeU. remaj_nea aff'j_liated to the L .. P. untiJ. it was forced 

to disaffiliate in early :i 9.57 in terms of the Industrial Co:nciJ.j_c.tion 

Act o:::· 195 6 1 • 

The two seats the Lo P. contested in the 1958 general electj_on 

were on the Wj_twatersrand. The U .. P .• defeated the L~Po in both 

. t. t . 2 cons .i uenc1es • Within a short while the L.P.. disappeared f'rom 

the political arenae 

1 .. J. Cornelius to Secretary, L.P., 25 February 1957. T -p 
..L.Je .... • 

Collection. 

2. B.JVI. Schoeman, op. cit., pp. 347, 360, 365-366. 
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CHAPTER 1.'XVI 

SUMJ.VIARY 

1·he chapter provides a systematic analysis of' the factors 

which enabled the G.W. U. leadership to turn back the challenge of the 

Afrikaner nationalists. It touuhes upon 0 1Meara 1 s brief ~nalysis 

of the reasons for the Afrikane:r nationalists 1 limited success in 
------·-·------------···· 

their endenvou:r;-_i;i __ to est_1'!Ql_:i..sh.__9R __ "!;_i;> __ _reform trade unions (Hepple 

never comes to grips with t~~e issue).· The G.W.U. 1 s experie!1ce 

during the 1950 1 s is also examined. 

L Sachs was no enigma. He was first elected general secI·etary at 

a time wh?.n the G.W.U. was dominated by immigrant t2ilors. Like 

man;y of the tailors Sachs was a Jewish immigrant from eastern 
~-~·~- ··~-~--·· 

Eurore. It is ha~dly in~onsistent with trade union history in South 

Afr:Lca alld abroad that a tr·ade union leader should hold views furtber 

to the left than the general membership. By the time the bespoke 

section withdrew from the G.W~U. in 1934, Sachs had entrenched 

himsel:t' among -:f;he factory members.· The Afrikaner leaders of the 

G. W. U. who emerged during the 1930 1 s became fj_rmly rooted in the 
socialist tradition. j / f)'f lfrffi0!) .- -·~~-··-·---~ --- ·- ... -· 
2. The newly urbanised Afrikaner garment workers lived in di:re 

poverty during t.he early 1930 1 s. Their experiences in the innustry 

during the period (e.g., the strikes and the reduction in the wage 

rates) contributed to the development of a class awareness among 

them. 
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3. The membe:rs 1 wage rates and condi tio:i:rn of service gradually lm-

proved ove:c the following years. The Sachs leadership was perceived 

' by the membE:rship as a mili ta:r.'t administration which obtaineA. the 

best possible wages, etc., for the members from the T.C.M.A. Sachsts 

political a~d trade union history contributed to this perception. 

4. ~!he C.P. during tr"e early 1930 1 s agitated against the Sachs 

administrat:i .. or.. The C.P. gained a toehold among the G.W.U. memi::er-

ship and even obtained the support of a few Afrikaner garment 

workc:cs. Some garment" workers may well have been somewl-iat nonplussed 

at subsequent Afrikaner nationalist propaganda t~at Sachs was an 

::irch-commun:i.st intrj.guer. 

r 
../. With the Afrikaner fusionists under General Hertzog in the U.P., 

t!ie :Afrikaner nationalists (i.e., the N.R$T. and the N.P.) struggleC. 

to convince the Afrtkaner worker that they were the authentic 

representa"lJj.ves of 1 Afrikanerdom Y. The essentially Afrikaner G. w. U. 

leadership played the Afrikaner nationalists at their own game. 

The G. W. U. promoted Afrikaner culture within the ambit of' the Union 

(e.g., the ~ie Kommando), and did not scruple to play on the 

racial prejudices of its.members to discredit the Afrikaner 

nationalist trade union activists (i.e~, the 'kaffer dancing' 

episode). 

6. The G.W.U.'s political activities did not directly affect the 

membership. Consequently, the members did not concern themselves 

unduly with t[1e G. W. U. 's political activities. The Sachs leadership 

guided the G.W.U. into active participation in white class politics. 

Numerous members endorsed the content of the political motions; 

othe:cs probably viewed the mdtions as a form of confidence vote in 



the Sachs leadership's general trade union activities and were 

prepared to allow the Union 1 ~ administration a degree of latitude in 

its political endeavours. 

7o The Second World War brought about profound changes in the 

political and industrial spheres. J;iarge numbers of non-whites were 

absorbed into expanding industries and often employed as operati?es. 

Although the U.P. split over the war issue, no united Afrikaner 

front emeJ:-ged. The disputes between the various Afrikaner nationalist 

organisations (e.g.; the O.B. and the N.P.) weakened the ap!Jeals to the 

Afrikaner worker for volkseenhej_<1; and also hampered the endeavours 

to gai::i control of trade unions (e.g. 1 the apparent in-!;rigue between 

O~B. and N.P. sympathisers in the B.K.K.). 

8. The (white) G.W.U. membership's initial opposition +,o the employ-

ment of c0loureds as operatives and the revival of the number two 

branch was based more on a feeling of 'status reduction' than from 

a fear of being eased out of the industry or of losing the domir.ant 

position in the G.w.u. 

9. The G. W. u. was faced with numerous difficulties over its sectional 

trade union policy. Afrikaner nationalists and communists fanned 

the discontent over the G.W.U. 1 s ~olour policy among the (white) 

member's and the number two branch members respectively. The Sachs 

leadership resorted to authoritarian conduct to lessen the divisive 

strains among the white and non-white members which were threatening 

the existence of the Union as a single unit. Whj_le the G.W.U. 

administration brought a heavy hand to bear on the Germiston branch 

to stifle the discontent among the branch's members, it also 

quietly acquiesced in the informal reservation of the occupation of · 



machin:Lst for whites in -lche Germiston indust:ry. 

10. G.W.U. election results and motions of confidence at Johannesburg 

gener2l meetings indicate that the Sachs leadership retained the 

confidence of the (white) Johannesburg members during the 194-0'so It 

is submitted that the (•vhi te) members increasingly viewed political 

motions - e.g., affiliatio~ to the L.P. - as a form of confidence 

vote in the Sachs leadership's general trade union activities. 

11. After approximate}.y two decades in office many membe:rs must have 

viewed the Sachs administration ~s an inseparable part (for better 

or for worse) of the G. W. U. The sbov; of hands means of votj_ng on 

motions of confidence, etc., in.~ibited opposition to the Sachs 

leadership; while the lack of alternative candidates for the cadre 

positions over the years weakened potential opposition to the Sachs 

leadership. For example, it made little sense to turn Sachs out of 

office whsn there was no one suitably equipped to ta!:e his place. 

12. Whatever their emotional inclinc.tions may have been, numerous 

(white) members probably vaguely appreciated that the G.Vi.U. 1 s 

colour policy was designed to protect their positions and conditions 

of service in the industry. A substantial majority of the (white) 

Johannesburg members continued to support their longstanding leader-

ship which successfully cared for their economic needs in the 

industry (note the substantial wage increases obtained in the 

industry during the 1940 1 s). 

13. The N.P. government harassed the G.W.U. leadership after it 

came to power in 1948 (e.g..!J.-:lli~e~G.W.U. Commission of Enquiry). The 

G.W.Uo leadership moved to restrict the ability of the opposition 

members to mount an offensive against the UnionYs administration 
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(e.gc, the attempt to restrict Johar..:::rnsbi;.rg general/special meetings 

to members resident or employed in the city). 

l·~. ~?here was a reluctance among the Afrikaner nat::..:Jnalists to put 

their ~redibility at stake and to engage in a full scale and overt 

carnpr"'ign to topple the G. W. U Q leadership ct a J'ohannesburg election . . 

geneJ:al mcetj.:ng (even wherJ the meeting was held on a Saturday ar.d 

the Germiston members could attend without any hindrance). 

15. B;l the ea:rly 1950 1 s the Afrikaner nationalists had 1.1r1i ted behind 

the NcP. which had :Largely Ec:stablished itself as the authentic 

representative of 1 Afrikaneraom 1 • The G.W~U. 1 s 1953 constitution 

enfranchj.sed the non-white members at a time when the llT.P. goye:cri .. rnent 

was moving to restrict the rights of non-whites in the society 

generally .. 

16. 2:·he !?.doption by the national congJ.'esses of the G.W.U. 1 s 1953 

constitution and the G.W.U. 1 s 1953 election results indicate that the 

G. W. U. cadre retained the confidence of the lower eche}.on leaders 

and a considerable proportion (if perhaps a minority) of the (whit~) 

rank and file membership. 

17. However, it is clear that the G.W.U. 1 s sectional trade uni.on 

policy did not.result in any form of unity between the white and 

non-white membership at the political leveL Indeed, if anything, 

the G.W.U. 1 s sectional trade union policy would appear to have con-

tributed to members supporting the N.P. 

18. The G.W.U. administration (notwithstanding the racial prejudices 

of its white members) propagated a broadly racially inclusive trade 

union policy. The G.W.U. 7 s colour policy reflected not only the 

political views of the Union's administration, but also the position 

of the Witwatersrand clothing manufacturing industry j_n the economy. 
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The competitive thrus~ of the coastal industry (where coloured and 

asiatic workers were freely available at wage rates cbnsiderably 

lower th;:;.n those provided fo1· ·in the .G.W.U.-T.C.M.A. inaustri.al 

council agreements) virtv.ally necessitated that the G. W. U. aam:Lnis­

tration adopt a moderate colour policy in regard to coloured and 

asiat:Lc workers. If the. manufacturers had been unable to obtain 

sufficient labour at i reasonabl.e 1 wage rates, th:: Wi tvvatersrand 

j_ndmitry -,;ould have stagnated and some manuf'acturers would possibly 

have moved elsewhere. The G.W~U. also sought over the years to 

<:?stablish links with the coastal garment Vlorkers. There was a 

limi tetJ. nwnbe:c of coloureds and asiatics livj_ng in the TransvaaL Con­

sequently'· one must be cautious about drawing any ge:ueral conclusions 

about the interrelationship of the coastal and the Witwatersrand 

labour and industrj_al sectors from the G.W.U. 's experience. 

19. The G.W.U. maintained contact with the black workers during the 

l930's (e.g., the pressing episode), and in the mid-1940 1 s enrolled 

all the eligible tlack workers into the number two branch of the 

Union. 2.'he G.W. U. 1 s history indicates that it was the state (i.e., 

through industrial legislation) rather than the G.W.U. administration 

who was responsible for the 1fractionalizatio:::it of the workers 

employed in the Witwatersrand clothing manufacturing industry. 

20. Hepple never focuses his attention on why Afrikaner worke:r-s were 

attracted to christian-national trade unionism. Besides making 

passing reference to the Afrikaner nationalists' views on the 

question of non-1.'.'hi te workers (e.g., the need for a job reservation 

or quota system, and. for separate white and non-white trade unions), 

Hepple 1 s work clearly assumes that Afrikaner nationalism had an 
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inherent appeal for the workers • 

21. 0 1 Meara de-emphasises the role of Afrikaner na tionaliBm in 

attracting workers to christj_c:n-national trade unionism. He traces 

the Afrikaner nationalists 1 successes and fai:i.ures in thei:c endeavours 

to establish or to reform trade unions to the n2.ture of the workers t 

occupatioL in their respective industries (e.g., see number 23), and 

to other economj_c factors (e.g., the ability of the various trado 

unions to care for their members' ecc:10mic needs) 2 • 

22., (A) Although the material examined in the tbesis supports 0 1l\'Ieara 1 s 

general thrust, it also points to a number o.f critic isms in his· analy-

sis (which is based essentially on an examination of the M.W.u., the 

& .. w.u. and the Spoorbond) 3• Hepple and 0 1Meara fail to mention the 

fact that the C}. W. U. had non-white Nembers 4 

(B) Given his preoccupation wi tr. economic issues, 0 1 Meara under-

plays the role of Afrikaner culture, tradition and language in +i-.o v ... __ 

Gtruggle to attract workers to christian-national trade unionism. 

For example, he fails to state that while the Anglophone character of 
at least some of the railway trade unions assisted the Spoorbonn in 

en~olling members, the essentially Afrikaner character of the G.W.U. 

leadership helped the G.W.U. to turn back the challenge of the 

Afrikaner nationalists. Although 0 1Meara examines the M.W.U~ at soiile 

1. A. Hepple, op. .... 
CJ.v. 1 passim. 

2. D. 0 1Meara, "Assault on White Trade Unionism in South Africa 11
, 

op. cit., passim. 

3. Ibid. 

4 .. Ibid.; A. Hepple, op. cit., passim. 
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length (eeg., the corrup-: and authoritad.an char2.cte1' of the M.w.u. 

leadership), he fails to discuss trade union structures in general 

and the ctifficul ty of suc8essfully undermining a trade u:i_ion or its 

1 " h. l eauers ip • 

23. H. Wolpe and others have drawn the distinction between workers 

who were direct producers of surplus value (Le., productive workers) 

and workc~es who were primarily engaged in the supervision of pro-

ductive labour. The fact that the white and non-white garment 

workers were both productive workers did nothing per se to lessen 

the antagonism of the white garment workers to their non....;white 

colleaguase O'~eara appears to assert the contrary (for a more 

2 cogent factor see numbers 8 and 12) • 

24. (A) The white garment workers on the Witwatersrand recej_ved 

little assistance from the N.P. govermnent during the 1950 1 s. Tl-:!e 

Witwatersrand industry experienced grave economic difficulties during 

the decade; and in the mid-1950 1 s the wage rates were lowered for 

all n0w workers in the industry 3• Few whites entered the industry 

and the white workforce dwi~dled from 8 232 in October 1952 to 

3 179 in August 1959 4 

1. D. 0 1Mea:ca, "Acsault on White Trade Unionism in South Africa", 

op. cit., passim. \. 

2. ·Ibid. 1 pp. 46 footnote 3, 64 1 67, 69-70. 

3. "Report to the Minister of Labour by Division B of the Wage Board. 

Clothing Industryo Certain Areas", dated 19 April 1961, pp. 29-30. 

An. 946 1961; The Garment Worker/Die Klerewerker, Edition of Saam­

trek, 10 June 1954, 14 September 1956. 

4. H.A.F. Barker~ op. cit., pp. 328, 329-330 table XXX • 
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(B) The Witwatersrand industry experienced competition from 

-Ghe coastal factories _as well as from an increasing number of inla:ad 

factories. With the exception of factories in places such as 

Kimberley, the inland factories were established in rural areas 

where no wage regulating instrument applied during the 1950 1 s (and 
. 1 

where a largely black workforce was employed at very low wages) -. 

The establishment of the rural clothing factories broadly fitted 

into the government's policy of decentralising industry in general 

t h ·t b d · t~ bl - 2 o w 1 e areas or ering ue ack reserves • The Native L3bOU~l' 

(Settlement of Disputes) Act made the effective organisation of the, 

black garment workers in the rural factories impossible. 

(c) Du PiPanie considered that the government was ·i;aking in-

sufficient steps to lessen the competitive thrust of the rural 

clothing factories yj_s-a-vis the Germiston industry (the job reservation 

and quota provisions of the Industrial Conciliation Act of 1956.were 

never used to lessen the competitive thrust of the coast~l and rural 

clothing factories vis-a-vis the Witwatersrand industry). Du Pisanie 

clashed with the N~P. leadership over the question of the competitive 

thrust of the rural factories and was apparently eased out of his 

parliamentary seat in 1961 as a result 3 • 

1. "Report to the Minister o:f Labour by Division B of the Wage Board.· 

Clothing Industry. Certain Areas": dated 29 September 1958, pp. 4, 8. 

An. 1.46 1959; dated 19 April 1961, PP- 29-30. An. 946 1961. 

2. Report of Speech given by the Minister of Labour, J. de Klerk, 

24 April 1959. G.w.u. Collection; The Star, 16 March 1955; Rand 

Daily Mail, 10 September 1958 1 6 November 1959~ 

3. The Sunday Times, 5 March 1961, 30 April 1961; The Star 1 4 

August 1961; Rand Daily Mail, 22 February 1961. 
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Transvaal Clothing Manufacturers' Association 
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African Trades and Labour Council 
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United Party 
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