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SOCIAllYRESPONSIBLEHOUSING SOUTHAFRICA 

My lnitial int~r6st in undert~klng ~ rese~rch project in Cape Town, was 
locked by my outsld~r' s qa:ut into vibrant urban images or lowr_ships lind 
informal settle.. .. ents. It ViiS nurtured by II free South Afrlca's much 
publici:z:ed need for decl!nt hOUllinq. and lilY projectlen of .nvolv .. ",ent 
w\th desi.qn ... CC:>rts to deveLop vlabla hQusin'l options for the great 
nU!Dber of beaut:~tul people livinq in lovely, crowded, "re-prone shack 
ell_unities. ! h"d been nurturing a conviction f()r the p(l!l!llblll~y of 
utlllring w4ste-str .. all. re,OJrCI!!!I 'u""9h'- in an evocative, 8cologl-C41 
production ot architectur", - an intecp.st: 8p" .... "ed throl:qh thl' concept 
ot Industrial ecology, arid ny background in the biological scienees. A 
COinciding potential seemed ripa. 

I t haa beBn said that necesai~y is ~he mother of invention. Nowhere Is 
this ~rh~ps ~r~ true than 1n South Africa , The informal settiem4nts ot 
South A!rlca ate a I1IIlrvel of ingenuity and creativity ... hllte the proc"sses 
ot inve ... tlon are contlnua:ly fueled by necessity's parpat..lal danc~ 

through the ma~e8 of adversity; ... nes, which olIre strewn with the Callout 
o( a COnSUmar society - cra.;:ted and driven by market forces. One of the 
most prevalent cr"atlons of the tcwnshlp Is the 'shack.' In a condition 
whllee neither the state nor the private sBctOr can provide appropriate 
hOusing In sufficillrlt quantHy, these dwellings are th .. peQpl.'s solution 
to the i_d.late need for s helta!:. Hany of the _tedal resources 
used in the corun;cuctlon o~ shacks cOme fro .. the waste atrea. of rhe 
country's consuuer market. Formally, and materiaily shacks ~ear little 
resemblance to -radltlonal South A.frlcan d_llings. Th" two types are 
strollar however, In th ... t tooir ...... ted ... ::.. value exlstll pri ..... rl1y throuqh 
their socl"l fInd lndivldual uti.lHy and their location. A tr"dl~lor.a; 
d~Ulnq has little economic valu.e as a com!!lOd~ty Dec",-"e it is constructed 
wIth free oolldi.nq !Uteri..ls olIvailable In the natural envirotul'lOlnl.' The 
shack's u~e or rree WaSte II>o'Iterlais ... nd relatively lnexpfl""tve used 
.... t.rl.lll sllllll~rly confounds the capitaUst 5ystelll':5 cODllOdilic~tion of 
the d .... llinq. Ironic.lly, L dwelling W.lth Iltlle to no market value can 
restrict entry Into" caplt.allsl aoclety. H~ ownership ill one of tho 
p<lslIes requ, r('ld In ord"r to "ccess er"d.1t - which is needed 1.0 ooeOl"" 
a ' c"rd-holding' ~r of the consUlllt!r society, with ,,11 its benefits 
and delllands.· ":h"re are ho .... ver. nunoorous examples rrcm the Inronaai 
settlelll.mts "nd towrahips wiler" qocds of signiJlcant ecor:omlc va:'ue "re 
cr"ated from free resources. F<lit artwork and craftwork f rom South 
Atrlcan Townships Is recoqr lz"d all over th" world and has 
market v"lue. 3ca1" r"pUclls 01 Harley Davidson, ... re "ada 
wire and 011 tins, plastic aheiltloq, M,d plastic bags. 
wire Is u""d as a I'lubstitute for reeds to .... ave l:1tric"te 

slgnillcant 
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:radltlonal patterns. Can"ed food labels are used In color!,!: paper 
..... che bowl,. toke can lU;'I<:h boxes, 'llrplilnes, lamps, and countless 
other objects of utl,tty, whi~sy, and beauty are artfuily construrled. 
~"he.e ite",s holj econo:nic value not 1" raw IMteria,- or eV'ln throuqh 
theIr utlbty , but bec,,"use of the human :aoor, ingenUity, rind CrlML1VIty 
used in theIr prJductlen . ~hey could be called pure 'va~ue-add~' goods. 
Shack5 however, ,.)ve not attained thi.s lllvel of cr .. tt, or monetary value, 
thouqh they eftoln exhIbit con5idcr .. ble lnqenuity and resourcefulness. 

)' 'I po.sll'>/#·o u$# th~ mod"'l of cOlins/up an, '''-1erh ... r wlrh r./,e 

"lity of the ihd.;k ~o "l"fMtP d"'''lllnq.~ ",ith siqn.lU"ant market v<lIl<l ... ' 

After flve IIIOnths llvinq in Cape rown , "nd an ambivalent reception to thh 
idea, r had doubts about Its validity. conversatlo<"1s wi t h col!eaq1l/!s 
suggested th"t } slq[ll/C"ant cultutol; conflict e xIs t s IoIithln the id"~l 

or uslnq recycled Ot' s~:'vaqed bulidinq IMteri~ls f or the desiqn s<"1d 
construct.on of ~[Cord .. ble hO<ls!<"1q. The reuse Of materi~';'s, sCaVC:'l'llnq, 
$illvaq!<"1q, a<"1d r."cyclinq are actiVities that occur out of economic 
necessity for ~l"y people, and not out ot Bome philosophlC .. l ide .. l of 
5us t ainabillty cr ecoloqlcal reuponsibdl.ty. 1 .... s ... eli aware of (1:15, 
lind h,lVe peroon'll recollections cf trips to the dwop w'th illY father 
.. ~ere We would "cavenqe dlscardcd bicycle parts so that we could piece 
toqether bicycles lor myself, "nd my four slbllngs. /'.y lather was" 
high-school En'l"_1Bh teoll"hor not .. ;'lCrativ9 profeSSion In ~ura: NY 
~tilte. rn order to prov1de uS .. lth bicycles adttuttedly not essential 
ite",s . we tora'led I.n the lo(:al dump. In a squal:I:er ca:llp, to build 
a house usinq ~uch oil mod" ot production is a COllQQOn necesslty. -;"he 
informal 8ettlemente, aqu""tter camps, and (svellols found on City edges 
thrOllqhout the world are bUllt 1n this way. Old sanda;s Or shoe soles 
are used ol~ hin~e8; corrugated 'teel is scavenged and reused over and 
over tor wal~" and roofs. Newspapers are s_ared "'tt. the lertovers 
of the ~rnlng porridge a:ld pasted to the corruqated steal d~y lifter 
d .. y - creatinq a thick l<lye~ of insu: .. tlon (which ,,150 has " h1qh 
level of water resist"nce). Colorful labels f,o~ tln CanS <lre used 115 
wallpaperinq. :0 build II h01l1l111 wHh ..aterUlS that a~e q .. rba.qe from an 
affl~ent society, even if :t invo~ve5 50phistic .. ted deqrees of ~nqenu~ty 
"nd cr".,ativi.ty Ctn nonethe:esll b4I .. een as a rainfe>rceme:lt of the condition 
of poverty. This w .. s thl! oplnlon of some academic5 wi.th wh01Tl discussed 
lilY !ntere:'lt. (Wh<lt .. ""ld ~<I~ Mocl:b<!e .,ay ahoLll lhl,,? This issue I\(· .. ds 
lMl~a rosflan:h withi<"1 th., contel<t ':It C"pe ""'W" ann olher ".bat! "r<'·,1.~1 

M~rtln pawlflY, writes about ~t:he qlOba.l imp<>ct of consuner ll!l4qery· in h1s 
Dook, G;Jrbilqe Rr;t\J.dnq. The 'llobal houstnq indListry ope~ate5 everywhere 
under h~qhly restrictiVe pressures iss"lng [rom the l1blqu~t.ous propilqanda 
of consur.tption. Althou"h "",,"y oII~Chltects lire all lOa IIwsre ot these 
pressures they hLve so far been unwil11<"19 or u:lable to ch.lnqe popular do:-nand. 
MorLq"qe 10"<"1 innittltto:lS, buiidi<"1q codes, IH.d the consttuctlon i<"1dustry 



are all cO:Tlpl1cit in Lhe ~ ge~f-defeatlng !.mages of high COngUmpLion 
3'L:bur ban livi ng_.a medla-prOje cted suburban drea :Tl l and . n 

~COrle conceptual l y ""'nol ithlc_ . .a nd .. t ends LO be troated 
"Hous ing h a s 
li k e< a key 

resour ce , li ke iron or coal , i ns tead o f a s a func t ion o f the confluence 
of a 'nde range of other resour ce s , .nost if not all of which are amenab l e 
to substitution ... if buildings around t he wo r; ~d were buil t from earth dnd 
straw Cor tho,-,sa nds of yeats , and nO" out of: stee!. arid concrete , thu n 
why no t othe r :Tl"terlals? .. In terms which are not " holly metaphorical the 
~rectors of housinq po;!.cy today a re like £s k IQOS who deny that It is 
posslble to build dwell1ngs out of snOW and insist ins t ead on impor t lng 
"ostly materials [ro;TI more temperate 1I>nds __ in ord.,t to fuUIl; the ima'1ery 
of the desirab~e western, modern ho~sing product . ' According to Pawley, 
home .. essncss is not'" c:ondition of Lech"lcal Or economic lncapa city , but 
o f d~storted consumption demands .' The val l dity of these obs e r vations can 
be ve r i fied si.mply by :;ooki ng aro<lnd , tacking "lth people , and sitting in 
f r ont ot t he television for mOre than a few minutes. ~he lnsidiousness 
of seduc: t uv!'! suburban l.maqcry Is shoc king , One colleague menLioned to me 
hiS observalions of '~estern ""bu r b a n facade" , replleilled in mini a tu r e on 
nume r OuS hOl:ses in ioca: townsh .lps. Some of thcm ... ere dl.reet cnpies f r o '" 

then, t hat I have been wa r ned tha t 1. t would be insulting to even suggest 
building a 'ga r ba ge' house for peop~e with l'mited eco"oQic mea"", .. hen 
they ca n see c~early that the houses of th~ weal t hy a r e built wl.th ne w 
md t erials , and m<lch ' flo:;dsh ' . Such op~nions Lhrew my projec t. into 
eris l s , though 1 had ye t to propose c t t o anyone not .In academia. What of 
my archiLecLura l paradigm Lhat valued eCOlogical responsibilily , Ce'ISe , 
inrlova tion, diversity , economy , and efflciency ... human needa vs . desltes1 
1 OO98n searching enr othor ",odes , heyond the use of scavenged ",aterial" , 
to fullUI this par ad'g:n - other ways to prod"ee a quali t y home at a lower 
<.;u:.'- - ~ t""k "no l"qu\l:Y .. hal a~",h_le"'l" have been eng a geo in fo~ ~l""" 

immemorial . It seer.led to require a ::-ornmercially v!.ablc bul.!dln'1 system , 
or a model that: might: pa~t'cipate flli.ly 1n t he e xisting b,l1ldlllg culture 
1n a way tha t wa s ccncelvably reproducible e n ma ~se i~ hoth proces~ a nd 
technology , and thus be sel[-perpetuat i nq . In many historical insta"lces 
the challen'1e to provide more for less has been perce1ved exclusive~y as 
a technolo '1 ical prob:em , ... h l.ch c x clt.ldes the cul t ural lind social rea l lUes 
a nd con~rio"s that surround t he ",eat ion o[ a bulld,n'1. r.xperime:"ltal 
models that ~ equire a change in the e x is t ing buil~ng cult u r e t end to 
be less successful tha n those loca ted in time and place. An additional 
c halle nge fo r me , was to spend a larger; proportion of the bUl.ld1nq budgc t 
On labor .. nd leS9 1n materi.als in order to put mote mone y into the pocke t s 
ot the · ... o rke r s and less mo ney i rl to a CEO' II poc ket. 
t hat a significant prOpOr t ion of the cost of industrial building products 
end8 up 1n the hands ot the compa~y owners?) Accord.!ng t o Sla t e : ~A 

problem (with affordablc housing pro~ects) is the frequent u~e of capita.l-
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intensive ra t her t han labor-intensive schemes for housing cons truction. 
This Is usually "- misguided approach, since u"employment and poor housing 
ul!ually go hand in hand ... • This is lin important concern tor housing 
projects in Cape Town , with it's h ,gh rate of unerr,ployrrent , lind has 1I1so 
been co:nmented on by paul Andrew. 'Wh~l6t land , Un<lnci<ll and technic<ll 
resources must conL inue t o be made available, eftorts should be made to 
increase t he earning capacity of the peoplp. concerned since fundamental 
hous~ng proble.'IU! <lre proble.lIS Or povel:"ty raLher than lack of shelter." • 
1n addi t ion to a~ 1ncrease in earn_ng potential it would also be helpful 
to heve bulldin .. sy&te:ns that ?rovlde affordable houBi"g cptions , 
wit.hout "acrl/kinq quality or utility . FinaLy, any prospecu ... e desl .. n 
model must err.body a cultu"al (maq" o( he""" and be fle" ible enough to 
accommodate the individual Lma~e ot home for each client if the model is 
tv oecome aV~~411y v~401e. 

I n this d1scussi:>n of housing with_n " contempo"a"y cor.text of modernity 
we should lool( .. t an early Modern.st social hous~ng program - That of 
lCrankrurt under :::rnst May in the 1920's. /, t the t.i1ne it was an unrlv6.!ed 
program· 15 . 000 dweliings buHt. - providing housing fo" almost 1/10" of 
the entire population of GErmany .' This .. lIS II rationalis t, programmaLiC 
solutJon to hOUSing need, whiCh reces91tated the indust.rializa t ion of 
housing . In term3 of quality and quanti t y of d~ellin~ It was e hugely 
successful progr<lm. Much of t h IS housing is st.111 1n t.igh demand today . 
The prog"am flliled t o challe n .. e the modes of p"oduction however, and 
thereby reinforr:ed the capitalist system of e"isting ownersh~p. :t 
achieved little errpowerment of the '<o'kin~ class or poor be cause it: relied 
on l"d\.lstrial production throug~ corpor"te ownership !or the prod\.lcUon 
of rental housi.1g, which re:na~nec t he property of the developers. In 
t.erms of ownerstlp. t he goal ot the current govetnment of South Afrlca, 
to provide land and a home to as :nar.y people as possible th"O\:gh a subsidy 
progr~lI Lhat provides Lhose In need wit.h a 15,000 rand :oan and title Lo 
their plot , 1s a step t owards reducing the capitalLSt dispa"ity in land 
ownl!l:"ship . (Incidentally ~t also affords tremendous opportun!.ty for 
collabo .. " t lon wi t h architecture schools.) This South Af"lcan program is 
based on a program of formalizing ex~sting corr.",unlties o! squat t ers . It 
is d concept lhat has gained acceptance around th~ world. 7he work o f 
Jaime Lerner, in Cu ritiba is an exce;>tlonal e"ample.' Squatter settlements 
around t.he world reileel people ' 5 l"emendcu9 labo" capacl ty and wUl to 
Cteate places frr t hemselves . TO take ~his f"om them would be an ecrOr 
in any <>ocial housing prograrr.. '\c~ording to o"e ideological nonn of the 
Frankfurt schoo_ , a fundalT.enLal condition of h\lman nature Is the ne .. d 
to IT.eanl.ngfully create . 1n the capitalist stllte, what is often taken 
from us is the :iqht t o mean.lngful labor. The co~~d1fication of labor 
cOll'bined Wi t h s ervice- based econOlLe" severs" direct. connect.ion between 
meaningful invl!,tion and livelih{)<>d. "ccordlng t<> wal t e" Benjamin, 
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this <:ondlt~on :..lso affe<: t s tho:) invo:)nt:.on itself - the wor): o f «rt . 

~That which witbe:-!! in the age of mecha'ncal reproduction is t he aura 
ol t h E' work or .ut. This is a Sy:I1ptoTl\3tic process whose S i gnificance 

points beyond t:,e rea l m ol a .. t. One m.Lght gene n.li.ze by sayinq , thc 

technique of repcodu<:tion deta<:h~s the reproduced object from the domain 
of t cadi.tion. Bt .. aldng r:lany cop_es i.t !H .. bstitutes "- plurality o f copies 
for a unique ex isLen<:e .~· 

All o f these ~d"as and <:ontrad1<:tions "flere c1 r cu_acing as 1 gathered 

lnformation am:. at.tempted to f~rmuLate what ;: hoped would be a 
mult i valenl . cont£xt specitlc. soci ...... ly belevolent projecl. critical of ... n 

exist1nq eco nomic modernity. 1 worked f )r some tine on the develop~ent 
of component-ba3e:l design "ystems tha t might have broad potent ia':' in 
Cape ':"own, un t il , with the help cf mu c!"" .. crl.tiquo , I finally arrived a t 

the real hat ion that a unique architectural production [or my spe cific 

clients and related g roup of actors , r:.ight have greater me""iog aod 
authenticity . '!:h~ f ocus or the prcject fbally e"",~gad as a recording of , 
and renecti on on, the thoughtful p r oduction of the Mayinje House . 

ENDNOTES 
1. Ann t t a larsson. Fro," Outdoor to fndoor Uv.ing' Til .. ';'unsieion fH"" 
T"adHion .. .1 ~" Mc<! .. ~n .[,o .. -Coat Ifoual~ in 8<:r ... .... ".. (tuml: W .. Uin , O"lholm 
BOktr. 1\lJ , 1966 ), 20 . 
2. tlacUn P .... ley, (idr""g" Hou ... ing (Chichester : Tile Archi t ec t ural hess. 
1915). 41. 
3 . Martin Pawley, 51. 
4. Martin P .... ley. SO. 
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INTRODUCTION T 0 THE ESSAYS 
fl«llII$e this p!'ll;jecI lliU never uwmed a linear OIJaniUliion. the oq:anj~auon Q( the es~ys is in no way 
chrooolo,ocal. oor do iml,v.uual U!i3)'1 ucluslvel) rc,nse .. SpecifIC "Iagc~ 01 raceu of the proJeCt· mlher. 
It.::y Ulooql'Oltlle the uuual idelS, C:Xp"rit"",o:s and underHlUldlnp ducovcmj IltmullbOlIl the p~ss. 11'1 
"''ell as rdl«uont in the aft.. 

The reSearch process IS not a clear-cuI S!h;UIIIICfI of proctKiUfBS following II neal pattern. 
bur II messy in/erae/1OfI between tl16 conceploo/ end empirical world, deduction and mduC/ion 
()(;curring a/lite semi< lIme.' 

I have' di$roVl!~ lQ Illy dTOI1lndisl'lay this pro.i«~ [Milne mony modes of hicmrchic.1 arxanlzalioo whil:h 
I .mposal ()lithe material. R:f ulled III an Ilrlltkia l It'pfC<enlatjOO of II. A. n result I have auemplM to coa. 
the Ill3lenlll onlO OIlIanWnll uSC!lf In the nlOSl aut henllc mlIMer poss ible. 'fhI:5I: enays Nt: the result. In 
reference 10 • sII11llar nnde of OfIRllIzatKIIl, Theodor Adorno', IC,U are COO\poseU rather Ih<lll 1u,lCaUy aoo 
5Y~lcm~llclllly conslrII<::ed·. o;OOS,$te l1f;)' wllh hu joo~ 011 alle,ory IlI1d monllljC. The '~'OOU1WictiOlli and 
ambIvalences' !lQ:umnll ,n hj, wrillllS can thereflllt' ~ View«! al mlenlilJoMlISpc>elJ of lheir ~'Umpo~llIun. 

Adorno it; WlIf)' of lhe .:noli nlllil and au lhori I ati an pUlenlllll 1 n Ihoughl-. sent ime lit mnt underll e~ h I $ tnle ",i, I n 
·~""'~lell., IIm f of ,huugh, . wlll"h ~"" <le .Ip3l;e fOf Jn ultlvalen'. or hw:.n>geIll'WS 1eYeI~ of meanillJ.' Pnc:uy 
oould ~ oon~ldered on: fOflll !hat uses mil mode of oomrnunlClIIO:ln. I am sYlllp~thetle Wllh 111I~ nJalme r 
of ~'()mmunicalmg. and with Atlomo', IU"'""'"II. 'The OOIion of 'ctwI~leIl8lionl' of lhooghl 1\ ref1e.ctcd 
m the nature of the dc:<tll"IY~'em lhat ~pawned the Ma) ,njco llou 'K' . OESIGN SrS"rEM DIAGRAM 
Many of lhe5e essays develop a the<xetiClI franlework 10 (he sanle ,1\IU'lllft' al entleal lheorlsu · through 
engagement ... ,th various ,deas fmm differenl tll1lQ and place~ In each e'say I Joaue my po$lll011 by 
:lJ.cl\oring lhe ,deas alooll conlemporary OU lPOIU or llunking ami e~perience. 'The frnmework is filled 
IUld layered ... ilh $p6cific e ~penenccJ and ",Ikd",(u from ,he MayinJe proj«"!. emllIng. breathing work. 

The clsayl nrc: presented dO" 11 one lnIck, fIIhng the 1e,\.I..,nd pages.(the odd num~ pIIgc:t) AlIOIheI" 
track containing ,he material oollcded from the ""'J= . phofO!l. l101es, table!. maw'"as. etc... NIlS .1<)1111 
the right pages. (the even oombc:red pages_) A thll1l track III "'Pft.'Soenied by each , ptead ~ a .... h"le ..... hen:, 
at momentS. lheofy and !"'U's (k11 aod righl) oome lOgc:thcc' 1be~ are alJo ..,fe~""", (. Uke the 
one above) .... htch !iC1'Ve as f;OOnco..1.,ve t is~ue, Rvalmg other 1S5oc1AlJoruJ, 'The m'''·Ie. chmnologlCllly 
OfgamlCd. rqm:selUS a:x.xberpel">l""'1'v~. AIthoup. any presenmtion il. S1mphftCluon . an ima~ofthc 
actl.lllJ. these Ia~rs ofrqlI'C!lentllnon aim to remfoo::e tht compkx IlIIIUIC of the design and prodUCtion or 
the Mayonje UOU5e. 

EfO'oIOTES 
1 Rid1tn1 FeIIow$ -.cI Mo 1.1.1. R~ Me/fIoa;s /(JI CooItIl.lClOl (Oxfotd BlaaM!l 20031, 57 QUOIed Ifom Ffri 
Bed:hoI«. C!.m!nt~_rQ frrpncaI R\lse.Jldl $Qme~Ideas(lordon- Rolletlge. t914), 13 
1. lwe~, 4tdW«t1l'tl¥Kl M:xIo'rNy ACntq.<e fCallbl. I.lITPres •. 1999). 119 
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ACTIVIST ARCHITEC TURE .RECON,r.u"""". "''''''''''' 

The M.il.ymje project j , cooceme;J wilh the c.eal;on of knowb;dge throogh ;oO\OI~ ., order 10 contribute 10 
urchitcctural dc5ign-edu~ ... ion, Pf"l!C is, ~nd p<Jlicy. Both the koowledgc ere.led ~ .. d tbc: I'-,u;tical ar;tions 
tllcrnselve$ are inlCndcd 10 comrilKllc 10 grealer socw equity. diversh)'. and ecologically slISu;nable cu lrurc. 
Thi, goal WlIS pn: viou~ly cllUl1lCrnf.ed in the tlJ.<5is pn>(l'O»lIlaslhc following !110ft: tpc:<:; k n pil1lliQfts: 

I. 11lr: role ofllle s tude ... asactivlSI-lhmugh t"," a<;tion ofbu,ldm& a unique hOI':" f, r the MayinJc 

family: 10 contribute 10 SOCial equily: 10 commenl on both the mi5din:clion of ClK"f'I!)' ~pt nl in 
an:hil~ural o::d""'II;OI1 .. lid the W8.\C of energy 300 resources invol...w i~ Kldus.lnal production; 
and 10 !,ro" idc a cnlillUt: of c~pl!;llbl ~onsumc:r cuhun:. 

2. The role of the ~ni"ersily Sludent 8~ =~tOt of knowledge (reijCan;he:l - 1t.(oUgIl kraled prn~is; 
to Clt'aIC and sllan: a picee ofarchilccrunll knowJc:dgc thai may beCOIM p111 of .it Sl":lwing body of 
IuIowlcdge produced by ,he >Chool ofarchiK'CIUn:. 

3. 100 applica(ion of ideal!; of fmllwf;ul F.coill/IY for 1l"l.:hileCUU1ll ;nllOnti.", - to ocrwml.nl(c the 
lXllC:nual of eeolO!!,u:aI thi nk ing in c",.lling a viabl~ rcl~tlonship beI-..n capitalist nilil$uiaJ 
production and a slude .. di=tcd prodw:( ioo of lnoovat"·c architecture. Ihrough In action_ 
rtsw",h ~ase >l udy that is ~bject 10 hf~-\liorld comingclK'ics. 

In order 10 nv;::wingful!y IIOS1don !he: ide3~ guiding thi~ project, Iha,~ darn: a ~I)' ",ading of WC~lCm 
pbilosophy. IIIlcmpt ing ~lolIg lhe way to pICk out the rnode~ of Itx.ught which resonate .... ith my OWn 
c~perie~ and which = to have gam:IICY In I' cOfllcmpol1l1)' dialogue. A rcliltlll:c ~ ,...,;stcm thinking 
ha\ limitlllion~ with in ;,~ Arrican cornext, ho"ever bo:cause of the overwhelming ... ; ademic Iraditiun based 
'n Ihis ptIl<JIC<'d'1:. "nod my own indoctrination in said. il representS II k:gilimalC fr.ullCw(rt tor this research 
if uodcrs\OOd through L'Je limitations alld cu nencic ~ of wc~m dialogue. As wltb my f'lIItcna]s ll!l;Carch 
- d'lOOgh Icalk, conversation. networ .... ing and lracking. I Iu.vc nttcm~d to fcm.1 ()II( tb(.s! theories that are 
in~trulTv;:rn~1 to the dc:_ elopmo:llt of thi " project. Undoubtedly I ha,.., nli~ !lOme usefu l ~i«cs, however 
r lI\Isl thal a critique of (he work will reveal such gapo; and allow them to be addn:ssed if..:K ,",w. lhen in 

fU lure projecu. I :lm essent ially iflleTC!ilt d in the provOColliOll of diseu:;sion J!KI in tlv;: tauJysi~ of ltC1it'fl, 

critique: and inquiry, lind less conccmcd wilb a.sembllng ~ humogeoous n:tru.;IK"'Ii,.., U' a unffied and 
$e.1mless pos.ilion. ModerTlily h thar;octeri~ed by coniradiction and ruplU"'. a!KI I ~ ili _:k doe51t(11. claim 
to be witltoulllK»c chal".oI.'leriSIic$. 

The M~yinF project i~ fundamenlally based a10tlg lincs of in;;trunlCnta! Ihinking. In 011 Cf wl.ll"dlo. there al"l.: 
gools. orc!KIs driviog the mcaJ\~. I n gCDl!T'~1 (r.e Ibeomts that I have engaged wil.:!. ;it:w the.r own Htinking 
~ instrulI"ent .. 1 IU lofc-..-orld eh~nge ~~ well . 11Ic ideal tllat theory serves mitis is a cc nlm()ll;>1ily. One 
facct of inslrumcmali,m i~ tbe view that theo""! C~1lOOI e<;senually be true '" f~ I"". 001 ,hmld be "'lla/tkd 
a; tool~. This VIC '" arri ve' from instruftlC lllal rea.'I>I\, one of lhe principal kgl::ic5 of !he: enlighttnnlCnl. It 
Is ;Qmc .... hlll difficult to cluscly aSSociate inslJumemah"" with ~UbJeOlVISl thoug'-. br;.;U1'" the former is 
g(nerally altrihuted to ",lcmific tbi:orte!. and !he laUcr to epi~te,tlOlogy. onlO og). and alb. I am using a 
SOrtlCwhai broader vic" uf instrum:malism hcwever. in thai I am IlOI only dealil r: with ~kntlfic Ihc~$. 
but also with soe ,all~fI'" a!KI cthks _ which embody clcmcms of $UbjectiviJy. My posilkon ;<; that theory 
In gencraillas hmitcd v~lidlty if il canllOl be tc;ted or used ali a tool wilbin life-world pra<i~. TIteory simply 
as rhetoric IS. in my oph,on. a bourgeuis luxury. """,..,rure. tlte Illoiljorlty of the w;eas that I engage wuh are 
charactcriI.cd by their JNltential for practICal .~plitation and lire-world cngago:men . 
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The difftring concepts of modemi!)' ~tcd in Hilde Heynen'J Arr:!ri·UIU .... und Mod~r"ity !>efV1:- as a 
useful datum for this dlscus.ion. I havc referenced IM.-r book Ihroogooul . in liglM of its promi nent plnee 

in <;:ont~nlpornry architectural discoutse. Beynm '=es the ~u~~sive ~iSlor ~al meanings of ~ term 

nwdull. identifying tb= Iloces o f roodemism. theprrs.-lIl. tho: " ...... and .h. "'''' ,<lml. More roerceptivcly • 
• be di'tinllui~helI two S<!panlle pol:ll'it ies within Modern ity. which a~ of panicular Interest. TI ey are. the 
proNT"Um"'IJIIC vs. lhe trlm,it"'. ~nd the pa"'",111 ~L til! oolllllfrpasl(){"<Ji 
Progr<JIl/lllm~ modernity - is Ch:wcte.islic of .he position wen by 101"&1:Il IlnlXrmllS. in which modernity 
j . viewed B~ an "iooomplctc project:· Thi ~ v;':'w hold~ 00 to the optinilM a~ hope issui n: from thl! 

cnlightmmem. and mailltllins .he f"X<'ntia l for emancIpation nod cu1tunJ pm"T.!lS In nJOdenuy, II I. a 
view thaI relie~ on ~ fai th in the p..oten tial of hull1lll'iind to continually =~tr bener C(lnditioos 01 utStence. 

Accurding tu lleynen. this vic" ··pt..ces greal cmp IllS'S on tho: idea uf the ~j~nllllv lnil form 10 tbe future. 
that is. on tho: progrnmmal ic ,ide of modcml ty:" 

Tnlflsil'lIl modernity - mcsS<!s :he nlO51 nx;ent face of modernity. the t",_s lent (l/" nlOmenuuy. This view 
Ii fundamental in Cbarles Bauoklaire'$ thInking. With tflUlilcnt modemi1l tmdltion I. rommdicted WId 

IIlil<k'rnlty oonSl3mly \kSlruys ilSCl f thruugh ,rues uf 1'lIlues IlM:rclly bocoming fashion. A.:curding to 
Heynen. tilt: eventua l ~undusion of tbls conc(pI 01 modernity IS the pa!"lld.ukal postnlOdcrn OORliuon.' 

PQ,rora/ rnodemily - marnt ams tho: ideal of II ooncm.:d 5tNggie for ""'.)g~! resulting in II utopian 

~ondition. It derne' the ;nh.:r-nt rontrndi~1ions and ruplUre.'i tbitl "Jtt" Ixtw.:en a lIlllI1ife$l. global -
economic nlndemity. and an 1&]1. ae5thctic - cull.u:r~1 mode rnity. f'lIswrnllllOdl.onilY could be Tq>f\'_IOO 
by lA' Curbu,k,', idealistic faith in the unity bct"'ecn Icchookrgk;:al JlfII.\:ress. "'~Ibetic frultfu nw, and 
-.x:ial ~mandpati<ln" 
C<Jlmltrpmlllt"lIl mod.:mity - on tho: Ulhe r hand, KeS 8 fUnJamcllt.:ll Khi~m bctw""n erono)l1lOC In:! cultura l 
modernity. It argues that there arc ;l"l"C«lOCdablc IIIUlives or l,r.lje.:t.Orieli Ih3t ctnl)(ll he bndgtrl, with H 

n:.Iultlng coilajJSe of Mn integr .. ,oed lif~ e~ pcrience. A coulllrrpa.uoral vie .... liilC' contcmpont.l")' ecollOlnic 
di5paOlies Hod 1055 of culiumJ "'levance as fai krul of the diosl ru:;rive a)OHlcl witb ~unumic mOOem'ty.' 

If we we'" to illtagine a !!imple matrix with pmgrcm",mlC, and ,rrlllntlll ' lf" Ihe ~ -axls. and par()/'al and 
rouIIIUpa.'IQfa/ on the y-lliS. then the MayinJe r.roj«t could be pusitiooed ,n thc Quodtant ",he.-e the 
programmatic and ('OunrupaJlO .. ·ul illletSeCt. wink biasing the Pf1lllrnmmatic. T1en: Ire many n.qallCeS 
of thinking throughout wcstCln philosophy whleh tlIke this posihon. and wh ell, together JTIIvide a 

eomh!lIal'on toot IJricnt~ the Mayinjc: proje.::L 

SHACK DWELLING 
In und~'11iling this uc:hitectllra.. prt)je.:t, wli ch invol Ves building a ho~S(- for the Mayinje ftmily. it 

I ~ difficul1 h) awid the qtJeStion uf d"~lIing 'I"1le \l:rm ",""tiling is moSl often ~ssocia~ wiJlr. Martin 
Hcid.:gg~r. I" ~Bu lldl"l:. [)wclhnll. Thinkillg: ' (1!l54.) I-Ic tdegger coocc;...~ nf building as a contlilion 

of dWelling. Dwellillg is given lIS .be foundalion . ..00 only in ,rue dwelling atn an ""t of blli ding be 

perf.-.rrno:d. Owelling.!l'! K Wlly of b.:ing, has to du with a nulion of swbll t~ or noted·ness thaL eruoblu 

the pn:scr"lulon uf. and abtlity to care for. cultivate IlIKl nurtun: a con"""liuD wltb Ihr fourfold· heaven. 
clll1h. the sp,ntwol. and tDe monlil. Ov,·c lling. however. can only OCCUr in L ,pac~ th:lt ;5 given definnion 

0' boull<le<J - a place, Heidioggtl u""~ the G=k cuncepl of buundary. Fcr the On:eks bounJ:uy W.lJI 
lIot "th.1 at which SOII1i.!lhinll &lops. hut ... tl1;11 ft\Kl1 whicb !iOUlCthing hel,nS liS pn!scnc.ng.·.. 1-1,,11' 
does thi5 relate specifically to tIE. Mayinje house? To undcr~nand rcqujrcs J.OfTl! brid" battgn.und O)n 

Suuth Africa. Informal S<!l!lcmcnls. und modernity. Though a rran.i~nI ~'UOccp of roodemity """ he 

lkSl:ril.>ed lIli engenderillg a ~ondj1ion of h111I1Jc~' - • flJfgetting of 110", la dw!tl. then:: ~ putil:ullll" 
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lI$p«ts of ancIent Afneln d~llIng tr.idhioll$ t~ tile COIIum.led in modem ~hact seulcmcl1l$ and wb~h 
secm lowntra<!ic •• h,s clai m ofllomc:lessne.ss. even wittin a wl1lcmporary urban expenl:nce ofmod.mi,y. 

The infonnal shact seu lemeru I)f South Afrk. arc: a ~artdox of !lwnicncc and dwelling. A ~~pc:r1leial 
observa.ion of informal seUk:rncnlS migln suggen a tnln;icm qllahty: With .he ad_hoc organic organi1.':lIion 
of 'liell(' s ll es and .~ usc I)f ~ Ialjvcly lightweight. illpem.anent ma.erial,. they have the quality of 

II!lIIpor'oII)' refugee campt. l'lowever, if we con",der Il elJegger's l'IOIion of dwelling, alongside a nomildk, 

'it'ml·nomadie, !If" agriculturnl A frican dwelling lradition, tllen we m3y see SOme.hing allogether diffcrelll In 
Ihis modem condi. ion. Malt)' lOIdilionaJ African ~idcm.allypok>gies are I'lOl eharoc.cnz.ed by perm;mence 

dlXl lltuJ1Qvnb,lily!l') lhey are in Europe. Rather, the African type otten utilizes renewni and dexibility 
TnWlllo,,,1 IUntl IIfrkan dwellings arc: commonly built md rebuilt. and sometimes moved. dependant on 
s~uom; and an avai l3bi lily of resources. Ttu. modeofb~ilding has in no way however negated lhe ability 

l() dwell . on the COII tnll)' it is a respon!.e 10 true dwelling. A nomadic 01' ~mi·nomadic ...... illenee is one lhat 
IS In(unBldy tIed 10 the landi;l;ape and 10 temporal climlllie condiuons. In order 10 nunure lhe. fourfold. 3 
trUdit ionaJ groups movements - b:tSCd on .he availllbilily of resource, - i~ obligator)', II ~rmanently SilM 
hlbit3lion make~ 11() se~ in lillCh eondilions. However, in each newly oc<:upicd S\l~. lhe boundary hokls 

fu/ldlunenlal significance. The.lypology of Ihe circullll' kroa/- lhe fenced in, inwnrdly foc~d compound 
formed of ~Imilarly inW'.!rd fa..:ing, cin:;ul!lf (amily uni.s, <.:rem, I boundary fl"Olll which the group beginJ 

il; prescncing. So, how doe~ thiJ rel:lle 10 shlct $ClII"."nenu? Shick .seulr:mems in Africa and around 

~ world are I response 10 In cconomic-nomadhm CTea.ed by the IIIdustrial;U'ion and urbanilation of a 
world ecooomic marleet It IS occeJlled !<.nowir:dge lhal iro!ustriahzRnon hR.. sparked ~ .hi(ting of lhe world 
populatio n from a majonly rum! e~htenee to I majonty LTban cxistenc:e.. Shack 5clllemcm, are OIIC result 
of IhlS .hill. I ndll~lrtal agricultural prodoclion. the privati2,a"on of land. war. famine, poPU!atl(>n IIlcreaset!. 

ami ma ny OIher fmclOl'll are dally forcing emignll ioni 10 uman cellletS aroun<llhc world, Economic 5hifts 
CIIuse oscillallollS III job ~vailllbilily in diff~n:nl ci. ,es. n:~hlllg in populallon migrallOlls from city 10 eily. 

'llle phenomenon of lilt: shar;t i1Clllemcnt is a result of rr:s<>w""\"Ce-driven mus mIgrations 10 urban centers. 
Soch migratioos fanen. l1li in5ufficlency of affordable muli ng. The coo."'lerpllStQl1l.llllld progr.lIllmatic 

nature of ~ har:k o;cUlcmel'llll is rooted in lheir direct della""e of b\lreaucrat;c capIlaiisl 13.nd ownership. 
re..oliz.ed in commun.11 111m of d welling. In $u.:h acts. lbose III neetlthooghtfully (lOCUp)' avai lable sites, of len 
lilrough hIghly coordinated and planned inv .. ion.t. Such claiming oflemtory is I firs. acl of dwelling. By 

claIming a i ile Ihrough occupation. groups and individll1ls = effectively establishing n boundary from 
whicb tbelr group nlay begin a pre5encing of oomm~nuy. Thc:"" IlItcnlional setllemr:l1'Is <= modem, urban 

kranl$. If dwelling Is fundamenlal 10 a meani ngful SOCial e:~tdllCe as hwnan belnlls. lben Ibis I1CI of digging 
in . planling seed and defining place, dents lhe begemony f!.be e~iSllng capualiJl econom~ modemily Ihll' 

Ilelping w reinfon:c: • cultural modernity. The May'n.ic' IIou5e is a thirtl reaffirma.ion of lhe inilllli act of 
dwelling uoom by the peopk: of Samora Machel - Ihe community when: il was buIlt. Inili ally ¢'Iabhsl>ed 

as nn Infomml squauer ~tlelIlCl'I, Samora MlIChel ""as recogrnzed. and fonnal.ized (legitimized) b) lhe 
City of Cape Thwn in 1998, 11 which IllTlC Hazel MRyinjc. lOllS granled title .0 her plot of land. She was 
knned a 15.000 rand , ubsidy \0 build a 3m x 5m ' RO!>' concrete-block house in :Kkhuon 10 her shack. 

TIl.: cily has also instlllidd e lOC'lricity. mnning water. $ew:qe eonllCClions and paved mee.$. What Maned 

a5 an empowered n:.'listance 10 lhe Sla.uo quo thruu~h an "",I of <lwellinll, became legally T1.'Wgm/.cd and 
J\lj!poned . In S:unora Machers histOricul Dct of dwdling reslll lbe community's conlempoou)' abi lily to 

""',. 
Given IhiJ living hbtOfY - oommunal merTIOr)', how ~houId w~ build in Sarnon Mmchcl 1 How do we 
rernfurce d"'ellmg1 
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ACTivETHICS-resistantVALUES f ••• I .~~ ... ,,., ""' .' ,,0" 
Tbeodor Adorno has ,Iso claimed the imp0S$ibility of d>o.~lhng within lhe e()!l te,l;t of modem,ty, For him, 
!he Imp065.bl llty of d..;c1hn, rel:lles 10 d hid. 

TIw jwmJiMfltnluJ itIjuJlkt of 1M social SYJum, "'/tith we all """icifl'l'l! In .. -IItlMr WI! ..... n. '" or tuM, 
'pmdIlaJ If) pro/tlllfld" knu ofl/,'JcOnIfon l /rot il/$ imptJS5lblt: for IIf Ii} foe/al home i"" ... orld oflhi! JOn, 

lW." .... , />Ctre"'tl II", IlJOdtorl,.,"I reality In thO' « IlI,,1 furmJ Iltm """,/lings laU, TM .radiliOllol hOlMI of 
llit bou'ltubll! fIrt fIi,/fHlgu ublt 10 ct/IICl!iJ/IJwlr Itypot:risy' Iltt Jl!cwritv lhallh", offer IlIt! /Kid ll!ged 
mnHOl M lhoullhl of uparoudy from Ihe ''''llTtu/QII rh,,' ;" ntCU<lI'Y 10 """nwin lites#: privilrgts .. .No 
_'u,,' o/·,ItoJI,,,' CU~ clumgt IhI~ .. IV"", of I'll, holW'l,tr. ... IhI .ilu(l/i(m of IhoJ<' ... lto do nol hol't 11".1' 

chofu 1w""I!/tu ~It. J lTti'''l!r,. Ilnd "'jwgI!lJ. FQt' Ihelll tl"t" Iitt 1/".,10" 0/ ""'I!II"'1I1J Impossibie 

'" nwi"tuJ".' 

owhere b this more obvillU5 than In Soulh Africa, whero ooundcsJ !iC(;uri ty nlCllSUAlS, fences. guards. 
nd • spntilll legacy uf :spal1hdd rontin\le I(l ui~t in a n,yopic effon to conceal and fonify <:<:<JOOmic 

d"p.lriltc~. A~ nn oIJ..,klcr tiles<: condit'oo~~..., Imme<.lhllll and glnringlil1lt lmp"" sionJl 00 my arri val (0 

C. ·lbwn. FI'Onl all "VI)ClU'lnor::, str.c:h nlOO()li.hic fOt'!ific~inn wo ukl seem unchangeable by any design. 
Such spauMI pmdUC. iO ·l IS of cnurloe the <1 Ul~'01T1tl uf nmh,f~n<1U~ force. bc~ond the ~'Ontrol or an::hilCCts $00 

IksigDet'lI. Inten!stingly, c~ cn in tlr.c: t .... wnshlps a"d Infor>nlll -.:ttlc' lIent" individulll pe:rccpliOOS of the need 
to<" ~urity, and proIe:tioo arc common: window bal1l and fcllCC' .,., often installed ir possible. Hu ci 
M"yrnjc hers<:lf wa~ v:ry cor,,'<!med In thll I'CSpc..,t. which Inll ~~l1cro tile design of her ho\lSC. llowevcr. 
the b~r qucM,on ,~ \lhethc:r or IIlM \ks'i" clUl cootnbutc I(l chlllljltng thoso: Ctrcum5la.no:es thai ]IIUIIIOIe 

{tns form of spatial i-oluLiO\lum - :sn co;(IIlonlkaJly cngcnoJcr«J lIpWthcid, InteAl, ungly. alier COIunICDli", 
ilIal It call11Ol, Ileynen lliso M81<:i .hld. ~ I n order 10 ecnutnely tMkc 00 lbe ~lIalk:ngc or t:r;llc"J atl:lmcet~, 

!he cn!teal OOIIten! cannot JIIl",ly wid ~intply IICI aoo a llollCulrnulnw com nr.c:ntllry (bat only CUr1CCf11J .he 
pac:kagrnG uflhl: i)uildillg.. .. A.s Diane Ch,rardo pornl1 out, 11'1: si1oUkll'IOI be blind 10 lhe fact tllal tM !KJ1'OO of 
Irchnoc.ute "" an IU1d the a!<SOCiutingl1fi" cruiclll chUI1ICICr \lith .,S art ,stic content lIu often only ,;en'cd iii 
M ideological mosL for llr.c: ClII7lplkhy thlll c . i~t$ be!",~ . ..arnt: highbrow 'l'I:hilOC!~ of.he postmcJtkm or 
decon5tru;:.;vi~t varier} 1100 the ,'ulgar cooulIcrciaJ concerns of property devclopcn." " In CYery built "Ott 
Of an:hitccturc, !iOCiJll rntm:51~ Ilt'I> IlIso 101 )Ia.\.e. A CI1!klIJ I!"eatmenl or 5OC,aI realtly tlltrcforc .ncvn..,ly 
"'II!I:) III various k:\'els $Imultl1l1COU.\ly and CoWlOI be reduced lO!he p;oiCkagin, aspects of ~ bwldrng.. 
Questions $uch 8$; who is bulld,ng and for whom~. "hal is iu impact 00 the ""blic Goolain' ,1lI1d MWho .... ill 
profi. rrom this tkvelQl::ment? are.1lI1d ,.,111 oonunllt UI be ICkVIll1! in tlil' oonnection. "Thme 1jlle>llOlli .Iso 
can be m,metically ilJl:OlllOnited ,n Ihc design, hmd inlo tbe bu.klml pruoeq) .. &I~ 'ng rl>Ol1: weiah' '0 Illi 
c ... it;~1 ;aspinUion~.'" Thu~, like a true modc:lllI !it she 1eI,'C'S unreWvcd oonualoctions in IItr pI)S,hOO. Tal..t:n 
togetlx:r, the idcaofwwru"'g modernity ckarty.:ceplS modcmlly 1It!i "" oopng projec • • ~P'f"Nl_tie 

view of modernity ..... 11;.:1\ throughout he!" book she clearty support$. So she II&ft:Cs .hal chani'"& modcm'ty 
b poss.bIe, OOt she als" oommenu thai. no amoWi of design can belp~eeonolluc: inequalit) . She 110 
doubt bdle\..,s In tlte: w,;.al ropon$ibility of arcbitcctUI"C ho_ycr. b«alHCshe ruet"Cnct'S Gh.ra.uo, saym, 
thlIt ir lI'Chil«tllR' is to be critical orthe 5tatll.'> quo, it mU!it JIIIy IIlICfl.ion 10 l$$UCi of power. In ",m, hct 
dialogue" rather ambrgoous. One ,n1l:rpretallOd i~ that !.he ;s callrng foc In IIrI:b;'« 11IR' that Is critical 
tJf t:COfH)InU' mntil!rnif). yet she is 1>111 ron\'inad of the an:lutcct's abi lrty to actually change My thin¥­
Th;, "'ould sllppOt'! the cOllnlt'rptJ5lor<>l defini.ion or modemlty, whICh site .-ml .0 favor throughout her 
bnok. In thiS think in, I di ffer "".lIy. HcyllC1l" de-anphais 00 humlnitanan values. or ethICS .eenlS to 
IInderlie Ih1lI CO"",..rpwloru/ ~$lmis.m.. Sbe ~: "111 onlcr 10 Il' .... ruc madentlly .. il is DOl ~uffident to 





:.ppeallO hllmanllarlarl v~I\lCll ... lhe wvm-<JIII appealw 'hunt"" valUCli ' has I""I-W ;".;lIpable uf al'cning 
th~ worst 3Imc;ities_.... Whilc ~ coumerpa.fIIJTal position concedes no n::;olution In tile connicts bcLwccn a 
cu ltural and 1111 cc:ooomic modernity. iF weoverh y aprogram"'''lic view o~ modemjt~ then lhe possibi liLY for 
t hOll&e (through actlOl1) cxis.ts. It .s qllite probable tho! Ihere is ... resoh. lion beI""" n the eXisting cullllrni 

n. cc(JolHuic rrwJ<lcmhy.llowever who Is 10 say mal tile e xi!!.in! modcm ccooomil: model C1Inoot ehllllge. 
In lighl of the existing «OllO/niC and political dlllUlCS :tJ'O\I/ld the world this h 00 oo..bt a Herculean 111>1;;; 

~~CII HaIleml .. ' .seen" to oee linle Ilope." ~Iowever. there ",maillS nO 04her possibility if we ~ III hold 
0010 the project o f modcrnity. We cannUl deny. whether we like it or IKJ'~ that Il1O<kmity is I n eOO'Cnchcd 

aspect of n:a1ity for mOM of us Is it troe that 110 amoutIt (Jf '<ksign' Cart change the ecooomic hegemony? 

I-low ClIU we know if we do not altempt 10 erellte change Ihrough des.gn ..:tioo 1 It is in acti~lsm thlt clhics 
theory c an be of value. lleynen S<:el1l. 10 ha~e Illken 3 posiuon of cducal relativb;m· th .. diffcrcm groups 
h,le diffcn:nt notions of ri8ht md wmng. or differing v~lue syslems, or. more likely, ,he is speaking From 
all Inli·hulll8llist position. It ,"o.,ld be llseful here 10 define ' humanitanan values and hUlllanism both. 
Since Lhe niDcteeruh ceruury hlnlanillm htli comt: LO tlesignAlc • ooo·n:ligous or Mu·n:ligious world·vicw. 
bticd un IIIe belief in human .\bi lit)' for self·cult,vatio" , and 10 the gcrernl pmgrcsl' of humankiod . In 

cuntentpOrnf)' Fn:llCh pllil0S0jl1)'. hutn3ns are ~\ItOn()I1.om, self-ilell:rmming tx.II1Irl. ~nd an ,ndlvidual's 
:.<:lIon$ hive a real Imflact on !iOJCicty and the ~'(IUtW uf hislOry. Anti-"lllm;lIlism {Uvi·Stl'1U.lS$, L.,;:an, 
Althu';SCf. Fu"cllIlt ) poinlS 10 the ~i~,ve intluences (Jf 5<JCtal. «onumoc, and VS;:chological stnICwrcs 
10 defirung hUman action. It "jews sel f-determination IS an illusion." TIIfuri and Cacciari al50 n:vcal 
anti·humanlst perspecti ve'! in DeiI' writing •. They sec modernity as. an ~incn:a.inlly lOtalitari~n. elosed 

)y~cm with ll1 which concn:le P<Jlitical and cultural praclice appear; 10 have no g~nuine imp'" QIt thCl 
CO\IfSC of historical developmcn. Their theory displays. I;;lI1d of matcrwHsnl b;osed on tbe pnm:t<:y of the 
« ooomic infrastruCture ~ capiulism- which ls viewed IS lhe de¢isivc I'lcmr in elcry nrca of «)Cial and 

cultW1lI life"" Heynen tloe<; n·"" herself de~11C hUll1lU1iUlliIUl valllCS. bot an ao;:ccptcd definition might be 
IhOf'C valllC:l which advocate qual righlll ond ju" conduiuru of C'lt~teoc:e fur aU huuml beings. SIIe silC!> 

I.yotard in questlOl1iog ~wltcthc, the eoocept orhum~nism is [tOt 111 fl(.'( tie ide.! ulrounage for the llClual 

inhumanity o f the 5)"iICm."" lIere. ~he i, again alluding t(J 'AlI.'lcl\wi tz' 4IId its ltisLOrical dcsLtIIClion of 

rnodcmtly '. promiR of a new lNm..uty. II i~. well'lal;;co sentiment. However if"'e are nOi 10 abaodon 
the project of modernity, ~ II pry;sihlc to reject humanism or humanitllnan nlucsl With what do We 

replllCe Lhem? Matx '$ f",.h in the I3li(Jllali~y of • 'system' 10 create email( ipation. if ~vcn the opportumty 
for cvolu!ion. has proven fallible, We a:n .inly c annot rel~ on the free mochln.tioos of. capita Ii>! ~~Mem 

Lb~t Is chl1J'a<:terized by bnn;,ly IOCCOUmablc CQt'pOI'lItiuns. or. on the 1<1I _slllion of gllvemmenlli run by 

those Indi"idu"ls who are It10St deeply invested III the 5ta\US quo. An 1I1l1i ·humaniSI persp<:Ctiv<l lea~es 
Ill) ~sibility for • h"nllln stru&glc for <;()I;ial change. 1 IIgree (bllt hum m.sm. :and hum~nnari~n val\les 
= not suffi cient in Ihl'm~lvC$ however tile *-..:eptallCe of lUI ethicil n;lallvism provides just as mU<;'h 

potential for I n 'Aw;chwitz' ItS it d""s t(J creale lCCepUOCC: and 10k-nuKe. Iud l1li mli·humanist lhoot)o 

I..'l a hopelesJ onc. I f therc illuy point in engagement w,th ideas at all, t must be for lhe improven'C" 
of !he human oonditlo n. The rncre ""t of discu .. ion 'UggeslS a helief in !he human abilily m inlluence. 

or 10 create chlttge Any ICI. be it speech. wnting. or building. is an e1gasemcol WIth til<: life·world. 
Ind implies !he ""'ion of an ab:ltty III uccupy th:ot world. T., occupy Is to ~rclillC a flvOlllble COIKlilioli 
in " hid! oCo;u pation Ilcc<>t=, pr-$siblc, il implic~ e h:onge, or manipulaLion Til be human Is to =ale • to 
m~nlp"lat~ • ..., "",,.1.-1 In 0"" b",,. n..,...fore ..... hve no ckoiC<' h .. , tn .... Iy "" hutn.,ni..-n. rneec .... r "".h 
hu manitarian v~ues if we an::: to change the traJOClOf)' ofmodcmisttl, 11owdoelhics rcllllC 10 hum:nntari!«J 

Y\1lucs? Elhics. relalc5 kI the Grocl.. word erhus. habit, custom. Nonntive ethics spedfic~lIy is the 
theory of, or "'!loonl ""I,,'ry imoille st~lldards of right and wroog, good lind bad in res"""t l<I character 
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und <.»n<lVCt. \\oh,~h (llIl(hll(/ bt ",;ccptoo b), u d .,s or 1 ... 11 ... ldwJ. - ill th's ".'!e. MliMind at 1!IIp. U s.,..,w 
.,.. reillious cth~ are tho: same lIS 1I0""at"C cthi"", I:lIlXpt IhaI the: rel)- CI !PO ~u.ll trad,\lOm railer 111:11: 

nIIl()nal ''''lUll')' at their b.a<;$. lIutl! lype8 t(D;I\, D g~'ICI'II( vwllli! y. H llr~ larim values.n: I~ ctbical 
'iUlndwlof CQnduct mlllinllCl uur octuwior Illwanlo c!IOh other Il$ ft lIow h • .,.., being ... It is thr{>ugh eth,c> 
Ihl:ttfon: th+It wtI (:in pro~;dc a basi.! r .... tbe cnlka/ •• pc:d at dll'l:CI. 1I.>lH';1I CIII. hUmlin ,tarian IlClIOOI'­
.. hieh ptIHTlOJIc the ",hl~ Dnd ablti,,~ ror at people 10 have H "j ,ble elll~K!. for allllC'Oi'le u.> trol)' dwell. 
M)' Ol"n p:nonal lradltion of rehliou' elhic. is hutd Of! a ChriS! an val . c ,)':ilcm. Ioperifieall~ mystical 
Roman Clllhnik. inOuenc.:d by libo,. ... aI,<.K1 Iheologr. mnd Quaker "'.In·violall. di1:1.1 :.cu,·ism. I ha\C also 
StudIed cllSIcm. and N:IIive AmeflclII1 Sjlirilual il)' Whether nor.l!ll ",'C, M'''' a • Of relliious ct.b1Q an: n11ed 
on In onkr to dehnc. humllll value s)'Slem ;s 'I'n'.l'VW1! hnwe\rt Wh- I!i ; n t.cul ii that ~...xIes III 
1I1q\lll')' be employed in finding 'Ieneral ,·.!lithl)' in a !we of cnn:luct bcl"' oe1 human betngs. What is 
-,«iat dwelling. civihltd dwdlll1J. tv eCIllollj(a1 d .... clhrl1 The/ uli ""l\l.'" one III be ~ good ncigtbJr. thlll 

IS, III COII$i\kr 0-" nc'abbor lI!I one', selr .• , III In:at <JI.bc1) .IS !OU .. ou l~ .. vc .hem Il'I'at )'0\1 •• 11115 iii I 
rational. lIOmIlIu'e totk. echoed Ihrou,1iou1 ;:thle$. It ha:o greal h~~C(.y U II bl.c:kbonr: f.,.. poliele$ nI' lOL1ion. 
W"~hill " r:lltonI! modernlt)'. such 3 I>I ... n,II,"" code" needed. A tho. g11 " i, i..,suJicie<lt to appeal 10 buman 
COlllplli'i:ilOn f.,.. otllcts. and f.,.. ()t.her hYing lhinp. Ihe e~ isrtllC!! of hum,m lnmpllSSlon and 5ulTClng. the 
C3pIICII)' lOr human Cfnpathy. and .1'IQf'al-cchlC'".1 cole. uf 0001.110:::1 ,an",( ·x d ' 'lCUUnlc-d as p<.lWCIful li fe· 
W(MJd furoeJ. ThruuJ.h direct. nO!H ",IClIl. creativ( .)OCi.l acuon the,. tll[ b:: use-l as Iud for a critique and 

1t'S1~1IIk.'t' to III oppn:»ive JIlIlllli quo. If bu"""" empathy I, co, .. bin::d w.tIt l1li1 e>:OOonIic logic as ha, ~n 
done by the ,iob'.1 ~"" Ironmcnllli nKWCrlII:nt.lItKi ,",so w th IIlIIIUDlly bendici.l! s~rnb;~ bciwr:en groupli. 

then I~ is Irci1t poIC'nua! for mooBe.. COlKllluln,ln It i5 VCIII. t I'CJa1 tire I.lea of lhe Brncrnllk.Slr1.lction 
of \ "'111:5 ~ a Cl:ntral 1:On5eq1le1l« nI' ",adennl), IrKI lite metropul i' ('" per Bu<lelairc :Ind BcnJ:uDU1.)" 
It is not IQ p.y ttl. modemil), has oor: broken dow3 fQlT'1Cl'I)' CQha;iv1:. nadi,i<:rool social.,.. cultuml ~aluc 
$~cm .. " ha.. ,u'""ly put 'hem m '1~"'" at the very leu:. H ...... ~\e·. WIth It! l~e"'linB Oi'IM Ind ,vidual 
iL\ tbc fundamwtaluml WIth," ",,,denllt)'. thI: indiv~ual l l"" has IIIe 'Ib,lity - I nll re:o;poruibi lil)' 10 mrunllUn 
and cuh.i'lIle vIIUC$. wh",h can provir;lr: base!; fur diver.i< coc.~"ltnoc: wir.~'. I bnad. c"O!\tenlpornr)' global 

oommunil)' It <'OUJd be arxucxl thai prior 10 uri)anily lbe =u hural Of !!Deia! g'Ulp5 tllIIl maintained cuhcsive 

v.lue '~em. ~ q)IIlpnsed nI' l'I'!alivel)' !iIIlalt r_urnlxn ofindj'kuals W1<:m1. in bounded groups mlghl 
hln drlfnenl YlIlue l)'Stem from _"'" ,"UP"" dan "'panltcll b)' gOOV"l'tw ':loc Metrllpolis "'p!'eSCn\j 
I CORCC'ntr1ll00n or CCO)Jnophk mluction Q{t.rmtory in ... b,ch p"'YKusly ";I' .. ,-.,onou~ and sepallIlC croups 
oow C'OaI$I _ tbou&h JOmet'me$ lIS fndu=i MX:ictics. Su.;h ~I" ha~ e~u" polcnulll III nUllnll1ln. 
or re«III$I;IUlC ..wertiln. .111000l110II5 value S~tlll.1. 1lIcI'I' 110 evid:nce thaI ,IUs in fact OOCUrl. and Ihat 

shared ~-..Iue1; abo e~ISl wber:hrr I ~ic or inlenlional cnm" un'lJ ~ IlInned or not. The global 
tnvironmcnu.l mo'm1I:nt ~ts one !Weh community 01 individuou hdd logether lorn;d)'. bUI 
po_rfuUy by a ~an:d villIII' s~cm. "The", ""' COIJndc.s ot..'oer cx""pte •. I( elwinB even the ubi'luliou< 
glolMl lntnntl communilies.. Conftict IlmDIIg VlIlues)'$Icmi in ill< couexi ~f or.o<kmil)' Is una,ooable •• nd 

pr:rhap!; !h'i is one of \be es.tntllll croKe! or 00I11cmpor..-y rno!kmlty Aru tile najur d,sp;lrilll.'S bclwc'Cn 
~lIllk'-s)'S!enu howe\«. not dlred/y CfIIw,ncIl w1!h \be I'O"cr n:la..ions m:.:I ,futQ\ throogh a lopsided 
rh>U1bulion of QfIua/1 If they ~.Ihc:n with gn:u:r ocooom:c ~qua.lly .. ~h oo1llict:ng vallK'5 mi &ht be 
min.m,ud' " MllIIpuLllll.u!, Eronotni<: Mode'llity 

AIOI1l!srde I bum;lIIi!ot roundatlon. my advnca<) or SlOOent-1;u'lC'C! soo:ia1 act on i. also functionally 

based in the re«>gmuon of an mc:'l), jIOIenu" eJlllung in "Ident 1"'01'$ • nerg)' thaI can br; 

d..,..ted in pouductive xrvice 10 a rewrit,lI,I of the ~ of modeI1i.)' ~.&,hgcnl ClIpll.aH~u.) 
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Jeao.F"....a.' L>,>I.lIt\I made the !lUucment " We inhabit lhe 1T.:&alnllOI i. ,:only 10 th= t'ielll ,hili we lli.'Ch'll) 
il un'nhabilable. iJtherwi.., .... e are j WII l.xlgcd ,h~n.'."" My r ,..dinE of l Ii! st:UClTlenl IS mal w~ can only 
inhabit (dwdl illl mooemity if we c rit iq ue il (lli.'l::lare it Uninhlbiubl:). Uliag.: ... i;ll it. and above all. 
take action Ihrou~h ils li fe COI\lCJlIS. There are nunlCNUS ex~mpk. of uti"., an:.J.iIecI" enyironmental 

de,igllCl"'. nnd nllmy olben. woo have tJonr,. and lire doi ng , lIS thi,.h ot.gh their;lWn divelx voice!. 
..... people like Laos woo belong to II. '!Chool of re, ;!taI\Ce' ... their n:~ls:"""e IS ,..1 "OOIed in a "",.algi<.: 
longing foc coherence :rnd h;\l111ooy; on the controry. u i, bM..-c ")1\ L 1.c.(I.wI disillu,iooed gf1l5p of (he 

reality of nihil,,,,,. "II _ ar.! n hum ..... "I.acti ve n:,i~ant:c 10 i1. 
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RESEA RCH mET HOD 
/n prINe/I«, tJ ,.d"'~CI~"QI and pia,,,,,,,, tk,ig" ~lIualions ar .. sa .'<uiabl .. and idios)'ncrmk fha/lhey cann'" 
~ undtrJlooJ III a Ikfi" ;II','t M1IM;jwrhu, u gTem <ku1 of (/toJign ttl('lhodology u un ulltmp/lo u p/ore Imd 
u p/Din design tkfiniliwlJl. The rn" com .. 1ws bun U g","rol inopp/,(abUiIY ol /lleu me/hodJ in proclict:. ' 
Goroon /kif 

~e ~ylnje House p~oject is a critical mapping ot an ende~ic e xperiment 
1n building. '!'h~3 i.ntentional lM?pinq is intended to allow for an 
lntorllled reflection and evalua tion of the located. life-world efllc",uiUty 
ot th .. process. It doe s not inte,..{ to eVilluat .. the potential of this 
proc .. s" for direct appllcatio;,\ In othe r cases ~ rather it hopes to 
u,merst"nd the !lpec11I<:: relatlonships guiding its develop_"t wU.lIin a 
unique context. It is hoped. ho~ver. tha t lessons learned may provide 
insight [or othe r cases. 

On ... ~ lc~e15~ 0"5 .... ilding prodoction ~ bI: m~l'P'..n 
Ilow "., 1I~ Il00-1,, __ prucn_ be I'qlI'tsmto:d? 

:·he sf>eed of chJnge and lriultitude of tran"act10ns in contemporary society 
creates situati.ons of ephemerality "ithin the space or the city. lind 
makes understandinqs oC relationship. community. and systems difficult:. 
HQwever, records Qf events and exchanges bet_en people !1liiY help \IS to 
understand human flQ"" , reiatiQn"hlp", and processes. 

Ilow ~houkl e'CTI!! "I ttall!>3Ctooo bI: reoonled. mapped and pmcnto:d 7 
em the conIC:>.! of .p=I and ct\oIn!:C' be ~nto:d~ 
What media form, an: n1<,l6I cnuc~P 

Can ccoiogoca.l n1OIIc l~. wbJch focus on the d)T\'unic of n:btooowlIl'S lb an entity. ~ userul ? 

~hie projoot d=awo on 'criticdl oction rooo~rch ' dO doUnod ~y CreenwQod 
and Levin' , and I(emmla and Hc':"agqart'. Cdtica':' action research aSIlU:\IeS 
a reflexlve/dialectical view or the relationships between subject-object 
and individual-sOCial. It v iewS practice as socially . hlstorlca:ly. and 
discursively ccnlltituted by hUJIIII.n agerlcy and social action. :t attelllpts 
to overcome the partiality ot the major social theorie" Istructura l lsm. 
system9 theor y. action theory. etc.), by recognldng the dlstinctlQn 
between theoretica: sys t e ms functioning and rea! lire-world processe", 
and by realiling that each may brlng relevant resource" to underat.ndinq 
and explaining "",darn ,ociety. Thus. 'critical .ct!.on research' 
con~t l tute" a critical theory of praxls. 





JI 

So~ quotes f ~o~ ~e~l S and Mc7a99a~t : 

Crilif'oI <l<'t;o" Ibturm tX~ .. tt a rommilllW'" 10 bring",1!. IOget/wr brood $Ori<" anul .. , ... Ih .. f~/f 

"/I«fll'" roIln:III'" ./f-JI,,(./)' of prac/i«. lilt! ....... ~ i.llUd. org~It:I.;on ""d p,,...rr in a I/Kol 
~"""''''''. omJ oct .. ",,, /ntJIfV''t IhlltgJ. Cmka/acti"" rr.ftarr:h if tl'Vlfb"Y "'fNntll1t<i in I~ Illtrol/l /"U 
of td"~/lII011u1 ocfKJ" ruearrh. 0ItI./ tmt1J,'et fran' du.nllu/..-I",n ,..i,1t eim!",,,,,,, OCIlO" "'''OI'{:It, "'hlCh 
/I 'plca/I)' duo "tJ1 I,lkt " /lroail "i/'W uf lilt: rolt uf 1hI! n:1fJ/imuh'l' ""(Wet" tduClJ!tOlt a",1 wcialch,lItg<­
C,.WcaI 1>C11O" I"Utarr~ hal a tlrong I:Ommllmml /(J parlicipali"" Iu ... /tll UI /() liII! Sf.cilll m>l,fl'JI'> in I~ 

fTillC,J Jocia/ <cw......, m.d",,,,, 111", m'tallill! dU"mlH)"'ef"mtnJ and IItJUSlic" cremd IN mllllSlrlaktd 
we/etl". I" ~m /In u il "'os ulI"mp",d aim W lakt <tel"fJlml uf disod"',,"'gt "lIribullIlJ/e W ge.ltkr ,u,d 
tlhlll("l/I' In ,,'til <U /Q '<Kial ciUlJ. jlJ i",liol poitU ".! ",fort"",,,., 

1'IN"liclpluuJ'Y tr'l<.m r!Jturch (n()/ al ... ays by Ih(l' ,wml!J jrtquto/lly t metg/!J IN .• illu>liQru· \I'M" people 
wanl IQ " wlle elumgt., lhallght/lllly 11rt" ... . "'Ier cr ilical ,.jleclkm It emerges u'ltf!n pt¥lplt ... /ml I" Ih/III1 

'mlh<lkul/r • abo", ... ne", 11r/')' Oil' "I"". how IhlnJlS c"ml! 10 IN! ,"", way 0",1, fram ,be,,, """'''g paims, 
/>tl"l III pr,>ciJu, Ihi~ n,,"glll ~ ,·lrtmged· 

Tokmg u '"ollm~' pe·'IH!ctl\~· Ull dllmg"'g soc,al prae/ices ill Q s<'lIi"l: 11$",,11.1' m~""J 111,,1 ptJrlicipomJ 
h/ll't' '" 'ilk .. II "".t'ifiK'{'led "i .. ", "f fln,,'''''{' - ' IIJI ,nllll: it '" a ""m",' WQ}'-' 

Spaces Df pcoductlon ~ ~e shaped by v~ ~ leties of conditions o ~ force~ 

wh iCh can be r.apped , "91 t e , can be defined . n ~ V,r tual l i mItless 
va d ety of ~er ", s , i ncludinll' 
L.nd u.. 1 .... 
Physical q.09raphy 
Sit. D.imen.ion. 
Socio109lcal condition. 
EcolO9ic.l condition. 
Allocation ot resource. in relation t o the .it. 
L.nd v.lu •• in the .1' •• 

TraWc patt.rn. 
The client' . daily habit. 
Local and broader econoadc condition. 
Ganq territori •• 
Kistorical ... ~ry 
.~ . 

/l.s des i gners it is iIllIH'''·babl.e to even cons i der cont rolling .11 thp 
cond l t ion~ tha t I nflupnce pr oduction. aut we can attempt to under sttlnd 
t.he ,;ondl l l oBS i n o rde r to create an envi r <"Jnment condUcive to meanln'l f ul 
des Ign and c r ea t i on . My int e rest is eo und~r"tand J snJect few of the 
actors presene In the product~on of the Mdyinje House . 

Wha, ,.,.. . "" prom,,,,, nl ""lOr; or fon."tS oprnoI .malOlOUS Ihis an;h ,lecturnl p-l)dUCI;on pnxc:M ' a JlfO"ns 

Ihal in .ol, rs e<l"'rimcnlal ~""'>1ruo..1'on 1«Il"'que. IIIKl"O'H"'"'cnu",ml hun~1n and ,na'~nal " .... ,u..:.,.. " 
I\"w.", lilt' :Klor; Ol:lal«l? 
Ilow .... ,k.."sIOfti rra<Jc~ 
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,'or tha purposell I'It this research 1 have liaited "'Y investigation to 
human/sl'lcial-cultural. and clilll4tic/environ.ental aClorS involved. 
These actors include bot h invested agents, (tholle whl'l have a stake in the 
project). and agency neutral actors (such as the cli~te) 

ACTORS - stske i n project 

Jonathan Ferrari (researcher)- profesaional/academic interest 
lain Ll'lw(advlsor)- academic inter~s t 

UCT( . ns l itutional tra~work)- knowledge , economic [enumeration 
colleaquaa- aga~cy neutral 
Beatrice-Leula ~bkln(cllents)- satisfying per sonal comnltments 
Hazel and Zukis, Mayinje (ci i ents)- ma t erial renumeration 
S~ra Hachel(c~mmunlty)- econl'lmic renumeratlon 
Tony and Antonl~(strolle rs/builders)- economic renumeration 
local ballders- econom . c zenu~eration 
A1e~ Van Der Sluys(rS!Pk~:const.)- professional/humaniTarian Interest 
ROTARY- hu:nanitanan Interest 
Pete Sweeneey(Panaaonic)- waste disposal/cosl reduction 
Alison-MOsha(OAS!S)-economic renUD.eration. humanitarian interest 
Itterat;.lre(written voices)- agenq· neutral 
local CllMate(environzental context)- agency neutral 
the budqet(econ~ic resources)-agency neutral 
global economy(economic conte~t)- aq&ncy neutral 
local economy(€cono~c contextj- to capture acae ot the budqet 
the material r~sources(~terial ccntext)- agency neutral 
transportation resources(enerqy ccntext)-agency neutral 
Cape Town(the lmmedlate environment)-aqency neutral 
publiC culture.broader soc1al conte~tl-caltural production 
+Co~unicative Action 

Although 
approach , 

critical action research 
it is generally thought to 

actions. These Include: 
Planning a change 

does not 
IltHi:r.e a 

BpeciJically outline an 
setf-reflectlve spiral of 

Acting and observing t he process and consequences of the change 
Reflecting on t hese processea and consequencea and than, 
Replanning 
Acting and observ~ng 
Reflectiag. a,d so on (Stephen Kemmis and Robin McTaggart, 595.) 

The MaYl nje House project involves only the fi rst !'Iteps of an action 
reaearch cycle - plann.nq - ,"Cti.ng - renect i ng. The dOCUII'.ent a produced 
t hrough this project provide to~ the continuation ot the res",arch 
cycles. 
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RE S EARCH APPROACH 

BACKGROUND 
Literature : A rev.lew ot dterature relatinq to thit'! project waa 
complet ed. 
Field : Popular residential construction as well a" "hack construction 
methods were researched in "nd ... round Cape Tow" . (Thh wall " 
qenenll re .. iew of the COfIIIIOn house- construct ion method" - providinq 
a ballic underllta"dinq of lIIO~t cOllllllOn bulldlnq tachnoloqies utUhed 
in this raglo!'!. It was not meant all a IIYlltema t l.c or cOnlprehensive 
analysis. The results of this invQlltlgallon ... re prese"ted only In 
relation to the design and construction techniques of the Hayinje 
house. ) 

DESIGN PROPOS .... L 
8a!!ed on t.,a re!!earch, a desl<;n ilnd production process was propo" .. d . 
• Oesiqn + Produc t i on Process 

LOCATh • OPERIITIONALIZ£ 
The desiqn and conatruction proce!!. was Implemen t ed. 

PROCESS DOCUMENTATION/OBSERVATION 
The de!llqrl a"d constructIon process was doculI'Iented , with a focus 0" 

the involved Actors. The~Q actors were identified "nd map~d with 
l he Inte:'lt to r e veal exist in9 relatl.on~hlp!!. 
A eet of dOClL"e"tation strat..e<;Je!! were d~veloped and utilized 
1n Order to reflect on the acton i:1Volved in the deaiq:l proce .• e. 
The doc~ntatio:l i"cluded : record k~epl.ng of dell~<;" developme"t, 
video e"d photoqraphy of the construction process, records of 
qUl1:1titative data for an"ly!!lfI and .appirl<;, journal keepinq a..."d 
narrative note takinq. 

'1 POS\-PROJECT RESPONSES 
Un-solicited respo"se" to the project (rom the c;o"""l:.,,i t y, t he 
involved actorll, and o t her!!, were recorded "11th vidao and notes. 

REFLE":TION 
Tho project wa!! r e flected on and those renec t Ions have been 
Incorporated into t ha thesis document. 

EVALUATION 
The outcomes of the p r oject are open to evaluation based on the 
or191nal qoalll and aspirations. (Thill include!! a quali t ative 
evaluatlcn ot the project as well ae " quantitative evaluation of 
the economic viabili t y of the production of the Mayl"je house.1 
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OOCUM&NTATlON 
Aa p3rl of the c~itlcal dction ~esearch .ethodoloqy. project 
documentation has been ~ade available to the academic 
institutiOns. (OCT. and U.O~egon) and to the May.nle family. 
the craft~n, oaSis ~ecycling, Rotary and other inte rest ps~tles 
- as educstlonal resouroes and/o~ memory reco rds. The res~lts 
have been presented in two media; a video presentation of the 
deaign and construction prOCess, and this photo/text thesis 
document. Together they are intended to illuminate the selected 
lacets o t this individual c reat ion proces,. The video is 
nl~~rtrd tOw~~da bOth the qeneral public and academia. while the 
written document is directed pri~rlly to a n academic audience. 

ENl)NOTr.s 
I. Gordon D ..... - M<1hDd1 ond Inlonll"" ill An:hlle<'\urai Design. H in Dufg~ MeII>odI ;~ tlrr:MI«:I~~. lids Geoffroy 
llroadb ... ". 1.,,11 AniMOy Wlud (Loodon ' LWId Il umc>hri ... 1%9). 147. 
z. o..vid J Otffn .. ood ond Morial L~,n. - R«O",l(1J~li''i!he Relationship> Dc\\Vttn Univcnili .. ond So<'e\)" 
Ill"",&" Atll"" R ......... h. .. on lIandbookDjQrwil/lJI/."t H • .,ror(h. ('(b. Norman K. ~m. mil Y"oona S. Lincoln 
(L""doo, So"". 2000). U . 
J. S ltf'ilon Krmml, ."'. ftobin Mf lllW'" "P.n«:'pIIlooy Ae' .... Rcsc...,h," trl "andhot». o/Q-lilull ... Rnrurr:h. 
0i.I .. Norman K. Um:l,n, IndYv"",," S L' D<;<)ln (lon<lon. Sag.;, 2000). WI·g 
4. Slcphrn K" .. u.uI ... J Rob,n Men"",!. WI 
S. St<.-pilon ]o;,nnmilanJ Rob.n Mt~. 513 
6. Slrpilon Knnmll.1ld Rob,n MeT.JIPl'. 571. 
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Rf!l!ecti" 's '.he product. ,n "spects ot thl.s projllet hitve been 
It,lndkd-,tly intorl!l@d by J:.I..""n Habemtds's th"o.--y ot Communledtlve 

Act,on. Habf![!'Ia5 bases his theory of COI'PlHlleatlve /let Ion on rhl! 
nor ..... tlve c~."r~ "terlstH:s of ~a!lqu"qe in the :lte-.. or:d, or, speech.' He 
writps: -:t we aSS\lt:1f! thllt the hUO\iIn species ""'lntains itsec! through the 
s ocl.iI-_ly Coordln .. ted .loctivit1"" of its IM'lmben lind th"t this coordlndtion 
1S estolo.ished throu9h co_unlcat.on and 1n c"rtain IIpher-ell of 
_ Ife. th,ou9h co",,")n1",, - 'On a i!M!'d .. t reachi .... ag"'''''''''nt thf!n thl! 
reproduction of the llpecles also reqlllr-es satlsfy!ng the conditions of a 
r"t )ona ~ j ty I.nt_ecent I.n cO"""unl.ea!:ive action.~· "h<m ..... eouid also say 
that human soclaties tt,lrollps) mdlntain themselves throuqh commUnication. 
'l: h.r"tor., 1f d ..... lling - nurturln" the fourfold, is a funda"'''nta1 "spect 
o f mdll'ltd-lnlnq ., !!oci.t .... th",n dw"l~l.n"l i:I also maintain&d through 
c omftluntc.ltian - and if bUlldinq 15 ponible only in a conditl.on o f 
d"f!lUng then bu!..idinq 1$ ,,160 d.,pend..,-\t. on cO!ll."1lunication. This ill no 
8UrpIUe. McCarthy further expta~ns Uai>ermas·,. lnstcumentalil!t theory 
with these wo rd~, Ql n the .. tomiBtic per"pect iv" ot much of model"1\ thou':!ht. 
tha subject stands ovel" ayalnst a world of objects to which it h"s two 
ba91C r"latlon;!, reprf!,ent-atlon a:'ld ~ctlan. Accordln,:!ly. the tYJ>'! of 
ratlonall.ty dUlocldt,.d wirh th!" ",Odlll i" the Qcoqni t iVll-!.nnrum .. ntal~ 
r"tlon"llty of a sllbj,.ct cllpabl ... af qalnlnq knaw~ed.q" about a cont.nroent 
BIIVJrOnl'lent un,i paton" it to .tr .. "tl".,," 'Jse in lntellig .. ntly adapting 
t o and mampulilUng that environ ...... nt. By 5t""'5ing the fact that the 
goa.-dlr ... cted actions at diffe:tlnt Individl.ld;'S are socially COOr-dIn;oted, 
H;,,,.,,.!!W9 ShIfts Our attentIon to ~he broader conttlxt of lnd1Vldua 
pUrposive "ctlon9, to ~h. 9tr~ctur.$ or 90(:i<loi inte""'ction 1n WhICh 
~a~eol09ica: d"'tlons are .oc .. "ed.-' Th ... uti.lIty ot HdOerm.lS·S thinki.ng 
bf!conlf>s i.......::Ii."tely aopatl!nr [or ii' archltectura~ project, which 
requir"" an uiti"",ttl vrch"stratl0n of ' tnd,vidl.lal purpo$ive actlons.' 
ilhat ar" indlv1dua purposl.v<t actions a"d how do th .. y relate to language? 

aber.,.." C'lCp:a.l.:\s: ~Th" coanunlcdUve /IIOdq. of ac::l.ol1 d0f!3 nOt eq;:ate 
/l.clO~on wloth CQ..ml"tc;otlon. l.an9'."1" 18 a _IOns of con-n"Jnlcation which 
s"rves llIut,."l un~r"ta!\dtnq, .. her""" actors (agents', H comlnq to an 
underat/JIndlnq .. Ith on" another- so .loS to coordinate their .. ctlona, pu:sue 
lOheir p-ar~icu~;or almS._C<)IIcepts of 30cJa1 actlon are dislOJngulshed oy 
bo .. they $potcify thi" coordln""lon a..ang the qo .. i-dlrected .. CtiOn9 of 
dl~f"r''"t pdrtlClplOntll - .. II the int<lr-laclm,l of .."ocentrlc c .. lcu:at1ons 
Of ·)t~llty, as " "ociillly inteqrati.nq CO:ls&nsus abo:Jt norms and valu"" 
insti.Eed through Cll:tur"~ tradition and socla.lzation. or a" reaeh1.ng 
unders::andl.nq In the sense ot " cooperol~ive proc",ss of interpretation_~ ' 

Bec,lUSe ~he Ha,.lnje project .lt1:lz"" a concept of aoc.ia1 aCtlon. w~ ","st 
ask these questions: 



• 

• 

I» ~~-'f 
~~ ... 
~-.,.- .... 
~-

~-, - ---
-

- . ~ 

,... .. ,-
, 
-0 -r 

-. or -• r "- .. -, 
.. ; -~- -I 

• ' Jo ~ •• ...... - " , • 
0 • 

-.. -, , 
-, 0 r • . . ~ 

• • 

-,. ,. -,~-

• ., 
0 -. AJ' • J 

-,-"'..:!.. -:':,~ -. 

_Th • IJ -:::r;:;. • 
- .1'-'" • . -

.... 'II 

• 
, 
, 

•• 

\ 

'-'- ~ "'" 

~~ ... -­. ..- .... 
~-~-, - ---

, ., 

, -. 
r 

...... ' .. .., -
• 

• 

_... . ........ ~' 

o 

....> 
T ;'tJ1 

• • 

.. • 



lIow dtleS .hlS pro~ .ptc,ry ~'O<ltdm~Uoo ~mong tile 111:1100\ ,1f,1Ie d,fl~nt p;lrtIC'p;l'M)7 
Wh:o, '" lerlxmg uf tlt)Celllm: eo.kulollOO> nI utili,), ot'C'\IJ'> 1 
WlUIt " the: C(ln~II\~' of oorm, aoo \aiu~ ( i l1~lIed Ihroo~h l'UhurJi Imditlon an;,! i(Io:inlil.ukml'h~1 

ontegr.llD tlus ,roup u: a.:1On? 

Wlwt unckl'\lanLi'ngi "t~ rc.a..:hed through C(l(lpl'f1Ul\'C pru.:c;"", nf 1 1I1t1"fll"C'1:uinn~ 
"communicillive aclion conlr.lcls 
'ailerlllolll continue.!!: ~'l:he interpretive accomplishment.!! on Which cooperative 

procosses lot ~1tu .. tjon definition] are b".'Ied reprell<lnt tho 111(1Ch,ln111:11 t:lr 
O<lordlnat1n~ action; cDlr:mmicative /lctl.on l.s not eKhauated by the act elf 
re .. chln~ 'J.,dQr~tanc1~n~.,.~· 
Wh~t iIU..,,.~lil" uH'o .. ",/,xlmlt'tII' werc reachcd1 (:...-:lInn rtJ«/J"wl/uJI, nr«hunisllU) 
"d .. lgn+produellon process:acllon criteria 
;he expertene" or aehieving mutual under-standing in cDnllunication 
tte froll! c:lercion is fUndament,al III Habe=a"',, idea of ratH>nallty. 
Habermas'a theory haa speclal re30nance therefore wlthin tho conteKt of 
the new South Africa, because 1t. impbes the avaidance ot: th" use of 
physical force or coerC1on 1n the e"tabli"h.""nt of "OClat relat,on"hlplI. 
South Africa's truth and Meconcl1iation proces" directly ;ffllrlU "uch 
1 thaoty. alld h,18 been One of the signHlcant base" on whiCh the nOW 
.,ociety ha" bet'n .1ble lo re-"m"'l.n'! it"e:f in haPflOn1.OUS eXHltence. W~th 

communicat Ive "clion, in otder to reach understandlng, each acter 1. 
<equtr"d to cOI'IIIIClnicate an iI:.Ithtmt1c cKpre""lons "l ,heir own s,rejective 
experHmco, ,,, covea! .. me"lns end" motivation, Or t!> elai", thllt thai :; 
position is a correct .ction 1n the q1von context (value ba"ed.) The"e 
are al: iegi!.;m"tlt IIIcd,UI or Caking a poSition in reach::.ng agreement." 
.here exillts • ~ceJleK1ve -oium8 for ded:lnq with pr"blellldtic Yalidlty 
claims how.,vec :. 1" - the ",od., of drgu.ent. :f we sCiPject a probl-..tlC 

1a1m to the logical rl<pr pcovidOMi by argument, then concept:Jal!y, 
a "tngle, inter-subjective con"I'JII10n "houid e:rrerg".' Accordlng to 
MCColr'.hy, th" reliance on " soclocultura: :'!ldtrix of l.ndivid:.ldl dction 
or1.entations "'''I.rHes Hdbenaas to addres" th" cuI turd! ilnd h:':.torical 
v<lciabllJ.ly "t l1te-wo~ld St~uctur<l •• ~~ dlv9r"e worldvlew experiencell. 
:he question thdt arilles lS how can his thnory clalm universal 
"igrunc<lnc", "r a nOl"WltlVe f:)~ndatl"n qiven thelle conditions? flabenll.lS 
addressell the~e questlona thcouqh a c~~Pdrlso~ of ~ythlCdl and ~odc:rn 
ways of ·~nd.,rJtandlng the world,8' 4nd d:SO argue" that the Case for 
relatl.vLSlEt 18 by no lIIeans conCIUSlye. '''lth comnu,micativo action, 
ioclal actors and ~?ent. PO~IICSII the sa~e interpretive C3pacltiea as do 
researchers, .\ rese.Hcller is l",st another "oclal actor. All participants 
therefore a"IIU_ .1 lIu":lect1ve position and therefore cannot claim 
.. n Dblective ult.erpret~tl.on eKcept through reflection. Thi" ability 
tor renectlon h inherent to any of the aetor~ oc p"rtl.cipant~.' A 
r"lIearcher c .. n there tore 'laln \lnnerstandlng only through r .. fl~xlvO 
1nterpretation W1th Ml awareness of empirica: tactorll that conditlon the 
r 'search pro;(:ct. tJrIplrical f,lctors incl'",!" power rel,ltions, ec"nom~c 
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pysl........ e. ..Gu .... !!t _ fO-rC"3. It ... '" ~op)rai't thllt 1I • 
.is tee"iy Lnte=""ted ':l -research th<lt CO...O">8S s'-Ich lnter"aliat a"d 
xterna.i~t perspective ..... '· ri.u.enaas'. theery I" oiQveiop<lu 1:"1 [Wl ""I ....... 

representinq almost. a rhousand pdqea of text. ,',n my !'urp< sea it ,. 
01, .,.t·e~aary dttecq>t·.) s~rll" ill: the ~uppcrt he rw)lJ"t~ L"" 
.. t":l~,e (.f h.i.!! the(H·Y. My e"911Q",.,.."t .i.1 O:1e of uuhty, f testl"9 
he uS'l!tul:-:esn of this theory. 'L'\o..r"'dS hi~elf tec.>qnl.zes I.J-.at the 

valhhty of h1l th",ory c;f ~"""'-I:lil;.~tlve actio." '~a" o,,"y be d .. tenuned 
t.1-... ~"fllpirl.c"'l fn.lltfuln" .. " of re.!learch proqrll"''' based >n 't.~n 

y pel"1lpectiv .. in refere:"!"" CO this pr<lject is u:'Ii'PI). As On .. ,",'f th" 
ct"r" .,r pan1cip,l:lte, 1 occupy an 1nter"a.bt perap<!ctive. but ai.I' •• 
hr ugh 111'1 rol·) as a researcher, iI"d ilS Ill> outllid.tr to SO\llh AfriC41 
"oj the <"ultt./[! (5) cf n.e "penlie $llt./<ltLOn, I :Ilill"tal,' "-r\ extet:",~I."t 

petspecTlve. 1 hdve at.tempted to J;"e"o~d,..11 I'!'r-lch Lnte"-n~~1.5t. pflr~p."':t~v. 

" posaible th()u"hout the project. a~d to IncctpOtdte .. nd highlight. 
h .. '8e perspect.iveS that liN! nQt my Own into the hI<> ~ium,; :/1' 
r .. se,.,t,'tl0~. lukua MayinJe's .ntema: persper;-Ttvllt \S wel docul."nted 

the l1li VI" d,,"":TI&"t 8sppcil111y . I q<lVe him the cameril t·fte", askin'l 
1.111 tIJ rp. 'oni w,atever partl! vi the project he w,,"ntf!d ~(. A~ othp.r llma.ll 
lit IlfllPly ,~ke:l for II "nd rer.orded ""hatever he w"nted to. Alt~.ollqh 

t h int.erna: 'It .:i"d ext"r"al!!lt persp&ct I.vee have been repr.penl#ld, 
h"re 111 .. ,",,,UP cf hl<'lrarchl[·"l Organu"tlcn in thl! project WhlC~. wal 

I.mavOid-l.ble. ,~(·w"\llItt, it resta in the 9ubordinate p03it1o" tll.~t wi'O ,," 

t .. ke .. s .. geM!!, 1.n rela~'on to the buiidlnq prod",ctlo9 1',lIelf. Th. 
prod',ICI.!O·' bec .. "", ., C'. utruct that t<.1Ck oc. a life ot its 0,"". at wl'll<:h 
point ..... ,' p,ovldltd "ervlee, ",r Ih .. _""3 t.;" l~3 reall'l.&tlon. ThougJc, 

",",vet:!eJy l'. "ot./ld ',1 have: exll1ted Without the supportla! t,_:. all­
"'umj~ql, ~f Ihe aq~"ta inv~lved. 

':here ar. severa di"<Jr"1!!1I i~ H.al>Ulfh).,,'S oc-oll: that &re uSfltU" 18 
dissect ,q tho ac~ dlr.ct&d relati.< lahlp_ ot this project . 
• typn of Ktion . sttemati .... typology 01 action 

I~ ,- -::! 
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Hu ... n belnqs C<lpdcJty (Dr £ceedDtrl:8 dependent, in H .. br.cfIIiIs's account, on 
cumulaov .. I('anung in rheoretical and practical ilctivity. Thcovqh ~uch 
Jedln1nq, knowledge~". genetated th.oH IMkes possible the ~echnic .. l IlIdscecy 
pt the natural and soci.dl world and elle ocgdnlz<ltlon <lnd a/teralio, o~ 
sodal relation.,; tha~ is. the expansion of ell" sphere of ·". .. nsuous hUll>an 
f!<:"'Jvi.ty· Or pUlx1s. Hab.'clUs analyzes puxis liS II complex exIsti,,; ot 
P/' key parts ",ock (or lnstcU/II"ntaJ actlon, pllrposive r .. Uond1 dctionl 
and lnrer<lcrton lOT commllnlcoluveintecacrion/. He .. Jso refers sOl!)N.lmes 
to .. third type of de 10n stcateqle deti.on wh.ich Is both instrument .. '! 
(m"'dns-end oril;'nredl and bollnd to a context of lncer"cr.lon." 

COMMUNICATIVE ACTION CONTRACTS 
.1\" productIon of th' H.tylnjOl tiou~1I "'I. hllld tog'lther around a group ot 

term ~'ontr,H:r 6 PCll·eauLf"t "" l~\la ·'n.~t uet., 
hilt a verbal und"r~t"ndjnc;J or a'lrMlrllenl. Wi.lh aOMaunleatl"e ac.l.Qn, 
pu~po~eful ae:lon:'l "re Ilnd"ltaken "'llh th" Int.lln· of reachlnq a 
:lllac!.!"e, or joint. und r-land,nq with UIf' intent ." fu:tl,llnq (he 

contract." ~ch contract. re?r"sent~. a lIutually ben .. f!clal a'lre ment 
based on individClal ""'tiv<tll. For nxalllple: !'Iy ""rive for e-ratlll hln., <I 

cont ract IIlt.h i .. lel HaYlnje "'ole. t.hat our und"r"tanriJn9 would al-o'" II~ to 
.te:o;t d(!8i9n i~a5 that hold inll'r .. "t for 110, and ",hl,·h have th .. :-' t'l:f\t.la· 
~or advancing .. y profea~lonal ,nU(lt.H.ln. liftr 1IIOt.l"", p"e~u~ably, I. t~.;1f 

t.hoa .. dl'si9" ideaa have th .. potentul to '1lv" r.er 1II0re sqCl«C" to.Jlace for 
the llmlted budget, and a lIore cll~tl~.lly cOlltor~abl .. and de81~ablel 
valUable hou~e. In thl~ ca~e the contract" e~tabli·,hed ... dl'-f.tcto .,'61. 
Once the qoal ",a8 eatab'lsned, th"n stcareglc <lcrJon~ "'ere employed to 

:toa,n it. ., thl" ca~e . the prodUGtlon ot the HaYlnje '!.Juse "'a, tl-.e 
goal emerqlnq trom the qroup of aqreement-. What II Ih~ nature ct the 
Hayinje ~ou5e" :n order to { .. lllll all the contonct , It 114 rac:-uired 
to bf' .. ho"", for tohe Maylnj., fallllly and a erlt leaL piece ~t 6" It ctur. 
th~t ~ployed ~nnovative buUdlnq ~tr .. teqlell In order to saxII'U'Ia the 
:reallon p<)tentloll Cf .. IllIlted b~dq.,t:, whll .. pn.>vldlng kill tr.lnln<j1 
and &conopjc benefit to the co~~nlt:y Ln Whl~ It: l1l "ocated. 
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So how 4/<)c:~ ~Ol1lnlUm,~I,,'e ,lClion rel.le 10 ~j&n on lh" C;(I.(!? 

Each Individua~ desiqn clec~:!lon 15 a strateqlc actton , !unda:nenta~ to 
the a t ta!.nmen t of t he 'leal. Each <;Ie slqn deciSion must be Bva~uated .... Ith 
respect to its potential to conlr~but& to the qoal. ~he qoal there tore 
defines the oI",ti"n ",:-ited" . l_des lgn+product lon process: action crite ria ) <·or 
e >(",mple ; if th" qoal is the production of the Mayinje flouse , and one 
charact eristic ~f the product~on 1s that it mus t ma>(llnl~e the potential 
ot the pudget. then on .. of the action criterion must be - ma t eriall 
ccmpon .. nt cost . The u:!e ot televi:!lon tubes in a .... all system should 
therefore ~ e"aluate d in t .. r:flS of e ccncmic feastblllry/<:os t . '1"h""tV 

l'I y!ltetn .... ill all'1o be eval LHlted in terms of other cri t eria . The dynamic 
,ntera<:rlon of the combined 'l r oup of es t ablishe d criteria allows for a 
qualitative/qudntltatlvely inft ,,:fled evaluation . and" subseq\l .. nt desiqn 
decil'lion. Thrcuqh this process, t hose aqen t s who are dire crly invested 
in a particular des1qn aspect, make that de~lqn deci~~on collectively . 

ENDNOTES 
1. Thomas McCarthy. Introduction to The Theory 01 Communicative Action, Vollime I : Reason 
and the Ratiooalizalion 01 Soclaty, JOrgen Habermas (BasIon: Beacoo Press, 1984), ill.. 
2. J lJrgen Habermas, The Theory 01 Communicative Action. Volume 1: Reason and the 
Rationalization of 5xie/)l (Boston: Beacon Press, 1984) 1.397 
3. Thomas McCarthy, vol. 1 : ill. . 
4. JlJrgen Haberm;;s. voU : 101 
5. Jllrgen Habermas, ~oll : 01 
6. Thomas McCarthy, vol . I : x. 
1. Thomas McCarthy, vol . 1: xi 
8. Thoma~ McCa my, ~oI . 1 , ,ui 
9. Thomas MCCart"'!y, vol ' · x~. 
10. Jilrgen Habermas, voI .l : 66-67 
11 . ThomasMcCat1hy. vol . l : ~ii. 
12. David Held, Introduction to Critical Theoty: Horllheimer to Habetmas, (Ber1\eley· University 
of California Press. 1980) 254. 
13. 
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What ar. the proce~ses that bring actors together i n a product~ve mode? 
What are the material , s o c i al , snd intellectual influences? 
What a r e the theor etieal , practical , and experiential concerns ? 

Tha s,artinq point of this particular deSlqn • construction process is 
inherently material-cultural and only subsequently tectonlc. By thlS I 
mean th .. t it 1S lhe inter"cti()ns between human social networks .. nd their 
assoclared lMtO'!rial rosources that initiateS the design process. The 
'~e"ds' of cr" .. tlon an. there f ore not proper t y o f ~he architect, but 
O( the tempot"lly located actors/"gents present in a sp"cUlc place a"d 
culture. If, .. ' arch:tectll we are to .. ttempt to design spaces th .. t blur 
tha dlstinctlor between object subject, text cont(l), t, or organ!.sll 

ecosystem, then we muSt develop desiqn and construction processe" 
.. hioh break do"n t he'le. du .. ~itiell and generate dia.loguell and di .. lectical 
relat.ion.'lh~ps . 
This design mathod ClrplOys Lefebvre ' S theOry of sPdce as an ongoi.ng 
product ion of 30c1a1 and econ01l\ic fo~ce~ . AS stated· A buildinq is 
contai"ed with~n, and CLeated through" unique .. nd tempo rally located 
bUi lding sub-culture. In other words, the Hevent W of crelltlon, or the 
"pilce of prWl.:ctlon of a buildinq, catalyze" .. n ephemer"l cOlT.mu"lty 
that ext",t" for t hat brief pel."iod of c r eative genes111 . The na t ure , or 
c haracter ot th"t communlty or sub-culture detlnes great~y the "or):, or 
the space it pr;,duc<'!s. The ethos (values), rituals, ldnguage, structure, 
and contradIctions o f that culture will be e.mbod!'ed in the work the 
cul t ure produces . if a h.ouse is both .. WOL): of such a productio" as 
"ell as .. prad .. ced spar.e. t_hen ill !.t not possible to influence .. n ext.ant, 
contemporary mode of production through action research applied wlthin 
:ha t .'lame modali t y of prOduction? 

Actors ~ for tile p1.upo"es of ~hjs Jnvestlgation, an ",,,tOr "an be dp[ined 
liS a force· humil/!, milt .. ..-iill , or conceptual .... hi.,h exerts lin infJuen.,e on 
the produc t ion of the a..-.,hitp.,rural object and arChitectural space. 
ilgent - hUllldn "ccoc/person (_ Research Method : actors ) 

rhe to11cw~n9 ·jeslqn sequence (not including construc t ion) proceeded ~" 
loops t hat wer~ layered over eilch other and compounded chronoloqical1y, 
creann9 a sort of vortex with chronologl.cal time "" the weft. The 
componentll are loosely sequential and Iter .. tlve. Each resource dLllcovcry 
requires a sub~equent cyc~ing. Not all the steps are ncccIIsarily part 
of "ach "yet .. d"p,mdin\l on th .. nat\J~" of th .. into~mal:.:on or rellouroo 
intrOduced . OOlli9n choice", .. re revaluated each time based on the new 
lnfonnation. This waS a conventional architectUral de.siqn process in the 
S1.'lnBe that the design W .. II developed full y before any canst ruction proceeded. 
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so 

(note: thll {"ollowing o'll.llnll d oes not dt'plct the rehtlonill dll"i<jn 
process , l.t me n .ly describes the components of the prt .. celll!! in ord<!c 
to p r ovide 11 foundation for undentandtnq the design motthod. (Se" also 
tht' +O •• :i9fl-Sy.t_ Diagr&lll, >lh ich Is ,) conc:ept"al r .. dLlctlon of rj"sl<jn 
relationships and InteractIons .) 

SOURCES 
1 began with th~ a ssumption that any p*rson or taxt ~jqht hava knowlecgot 
bl!n<!ficl"l to this project . Also , It each person and text exists wltt_ln 
numer O'lS and dlvl!rse networks . then networking I,s " ceitlc"l t.ool for 
th .. e xploration of possible material , conceph"li. and t.LlIIiln resources . 
With thIs In mind 1 began a resource investigation that ~d .. use of all 
the references sOurces that 1 wa~ aw~ re 0:. My hope wa~ to loeate and 
cata~O<J'le a s many Irl!e and inexpenSive resources a" I coold. 

My initia l reterenCI! sour ces included: 
• che YdhJW PaK<!~ (of lh~ Ca~ To .... n cclephone: dln'<'ltIfy) 

• """"'I"'P'''s 
• Ihe cumpuccr InCL'11k.1 (World Wide .... cb) 

• -.oo;lal nerwurks (ROllI,),. (,",nds. ",,;wkmrc collealues. ""''1uamlance5) 

• IIceracure (bwks. journals. pubtislH:d p!ttrornc ... parallel C<I..e""""udlC» 
• lif~-wrtrld obsen-ar ons lloxal OOlldml examples. and 01 ..... ) 

Rt:SOURCI-; INVE!M'OR'f 

I ~ti ll zed the perspective tha t ~ny ~ter lai has potent131 con!t,~ction 
utility. t alsO 1IU)int"ined thitt any interested p<lrson, ::orpontion , ." 
idl!a is a valuable resour ce. 
_ Contac ts / Materials Spread.heet 
(The (I!source genealogy """p represents only those re_atlonships, or 
connections wh1.ch wl!rl! f r uitful , I t does not inclujl! the g r eat ext l!nt of 
dead-end paths which were e xplor ed as welt.) 
_ Rot.oor ce Genealoqy Map 

EVESTS 
The occw.ulatlon <lnd catalogllUj of CeSO'lrCeS :natet!'!.l. conceptua l, 
and contextu,,"l , and thl! ldl!ntihcation o f f orces and ~ctors c.1uSl!d 
inevitable collisions. which sparked cie!l1gn lde .... s or ("..at41yz<!d (le.slgll 
precipi.t .. relJ . '!"hls typt' ot broad- b ased qathering oI contl!xtual 
Infornlal1on 'oM." 8pecLt!cally Intl!nded to cteate dyn ... ",~:: situati ons In 
which col11slcn,. wer .. fr9quent. It ill based on the l:lea that des!.g"n 
IS not a linear procells. It works In a w~y simi _ ~r to o nes brain .. ·t_en 
readlng" . Our "Yl!s IIIIISt toUOIt orqanhed paths in order .0 make sen"l! or 
th~ vast g r oup of symbols, but the concepts . OnCe c8pt"~ed bl!come free 
to cOl11d .. "'l~h othl!~s through random .nd c hane l! assl;lciations , of t en 
resultlnq In thl! qeneration other auton~~U9 ideas. 
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DESiGN I'REC;:1'1't'A1'ES 
The d psign pro!'CJ.pitatell' we r e ev",lu ... ted <lnd ""l£.cted OL n'j " :::te::l b ... s e c on 
action criteri ... . 

ACTION CRITERIA 
These c d t eria emerged as l:1mrpLe tive- accompl:ishmenc$ throJqh n.e aq('res 
colle ctive p r oject go",l - <I product o f the in t eracting oeeds , moti'£.5, 
interest s and values e!llb<.dded in t h .. contr'lcts b .. t wecll agen7$ . Ttel';s 
criteria <!I ce acdon coordination me-chlln i $ms nece!~ary fo:: evalu,,-':ing the 
potential of e~ch design preCipita t e , and l or ma kinq desi ~n d~cis ~ODS . 

'the action CClte e i ...... ee con slde red cons-:ants ag ... inst Wh lCh '111 d"s~g" 

p r ecipitates lire evalua t ed . • Comnlunic a tive Action CODtr.cts , . Resea",ch 
Ma thod : .cto", . 

• economic costl l remuncmtlon 
• cri! i ~a l i lniln<:lic v~ l!IC 

• soctal/cuhumlacccp!3bili!y 
• climaclic ruitabilil) 
• slruclu ral adequacy 
• Yal~ney (can il be u~ in rnuhiph: WlIy~, 5CfVC l)l Ulliplc funel I~'S. or Silly\: rnuh' pl~ problem,?) 
• ma'" t~nanc.: 

• assirnilali' >I\ polenta] (i n lo.>eal building cuhurt! ) 
• reproduc ible 
• cfficicncy (l~}\\' IWIIlY Sll:pS arc Inluh'cd In ils prU!luclion am] ass.,mbl y 1) 
• human re.ou.-.:c/sk lla\llliJabihiy (for ils prodll<.:lion-or· is lrniping pos~iblc'n 
• IncallQn of necessary n"Wure .. -s (pru~"nity 10 bllilo.lrng Slle ?) 
• suftie;cnl qu:ml ;ly .:r f malcrials 10 prodllCC II ? 
• IOU1sponabilily 

SURVIVING PRZCIPITATES 

Edch building componeClt/syatem was test.ed and evaluatec b a sed on the 
act i on c~ iteLi3 <!Iboyo. 
The surviving design precipit.ates becall'e pa c t. o C the fin"l de3lqn. 1hey 
were presented to the involved agen t s to v~ri fy thei~ selac~on . 

INPUT Of' CLIENT INCORpORATED INTO DES~GN 
At many poinla itt this p r ocess desiqn i~pLt was 1311cited frcm ttl .. 
clients , al led pro f essions and o t her [esc}rces 

DESIGN DEVELOPM~NT 

A .mi ned t ectonic building sy~ Lem \/aa d",sl.'lred to capl-:al17 1t 0' t he for mal 
and sLructura~ charact eristics o f t he solec_e<1 matari'lls , c=pone"':5, 
and the human resources available . ~ompon.nt B .... d C •• a9" ("'ote ' "gain, 
Input WaS solicited at. nu:ne r nU8 !!taq"'5 - f r o~ pre~·ious e x;>ed"tlC£ of 
others , liter~tu(e , prote8S0r!! , p~otessjonalr. { f O!l' other Ill!lds , and "ny 
olhof !!ouree" e tlcmm t ered.) 
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?R'}POS!: I) Cll!:N·;S 

~t .. design "'11" Ilnl1l1y pr"'"entlld to t he clients liS a cO:l'plete set of 
d~ \wl~gs . • o.ll~n dxlwinql/dlle.ill 

L r;J:;'Hv"d IIff"rOvII1 . 

cot;STRl.In'IO,," PUI..l-INING 

"fhl! ""n:!lt;- Iction proce:!l:!l WilS Uex ibly plan~ed around an elght-w .. eJc 
,chedule . 

CCNSTRI;Cll;~1 

r~~ nou",,, ~a! bU 11t 
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Compon~m bru;ed design .. ,.,olves off-.>II .... oonlrollcd prc(aiJ< icaIiOfl, in\eff""ed ",ith con venlion~ 1 

COlI~11UC liOlllech niQue>. A OOInpo!ll~11 Can bC' a single c lelllcni I ike g lass, or a n assc:mbl y. 1\ fier prof abricaliQn 
Ihcoomponenl'l are lrunsported 10 Ihe sile and =cd as specified, The MaYlnje house utiiw,dcolllponeni 

based desigll simiegiei for the des;g" and fabricalion of Ihc dyed. reinJOI"Ced concrete wall·panels. The 

off S;I" (;tbrication allowed a grealcr number of panels 10 be lnade 3\ one . ime . II also fro' itkd for greater 
Quality COflIrol ;n Ihc t:Oocmc curing process. This was essential ill order 10 achieve me strength MCded 
for a Ihin concrele pantl. Tboug.h all IhC5C panels WCTll prodllCed in 'W() bRl<;:hes, oF.-s;te, Ihc inlcnt of 

Iheir design is Ihal s...:h pRnels could be IIIdividually pmdklCod "' low COS! by anyone.. in IlIck yard TIle 
.~..:hnology is such thai 8 few plInels could be fabrlc:ued when n:soureed were availabl!:. Ovcr lime moIIgh 

pmlCls mi!;ltl be llCCumulaled 10 croci a !il nlCIUre. The OIlier p<>'isib, li.y is Ihat Slmih, panels l'OUld be 

l'fUduced in mass QUJmi.i"" in comnmnity wmhhops eSlablished for L'U'!:", self·help housing pmjcctl; , 
Coolpoocnl based ho~si(ll; syslenlS an: c\lITCndy used e~len,ivcly in infonnal.eltlements. Many sha.::lu 
are built wilh .. oodcn wall panels p~fllbricaled independently throughout Ihc Cape-HillS. (* Shack 
St. ts . ) Aoolb:r 'Y-Sl cm that has been adapted to housing is !he Vibmcrete fmce wall This 5ysttm. :.nd 

rnhCl"l' like it utilize .Iotted ""inJ"...,ed "",,,, ... te """I'. bt~""""'n "'bieb single conc""~ """"on< ...... slJ\Ckffi 
to make a wall. They were designed as rellCin!:, bUI have been used for the walls of !.inglc story houses , 

COIlIponcIII bllSC'd design ha, Ihc polcnltal to provide i!f!2! d~ign fJexibllny while Inc reasmg construction 

Qualily, and dccn:asinll housc production cos.s. 

ClHllpolt~"1 based dujgn can ~ apl//iN 10 ainwsl allY uelUlTjo,fronllh~ cOI" ... nrjolWlw Ih~ ~.;rJNriml'nlOl, 

and jor ally b"d.~~' Or <II ""Y SC<I/~. IIlthou/(h .,,:know/I'dg;,,/( Ihm nl',lign Il'nr(lim 'a C(}lrlillUQUS a"d 
"iler<llj,'r I/rocrss of ,,,,/ue jl4l1gml'lI/s', S/f1cry alUi /J growing ""ml",r of archiucu Mlil'u IMI Ihl' wou 
jor filMS fIt'O<iut:li()<t .... hld! e""hl," Ihe tl)Q/s oj mass ("SWIIII;:aI;'"" ... ill _ , allo .... orrhilecfS w tW1i.ocoL'1'r 

8m",,,, crojlJlltOl,.},ip, I 

The M ayi 'Ii<' ho~ .. Llso u I i h~-cd t de V;Siorl I ubo::<;, wh ic h arc esseoJl iall Y . " off -1; i.e. pre-(abri<:a led componcnt.. 

Al lhougb lite)' were IIllI deslgned.o be utililCd in hOOk construction. Ilw:ir polcnti al fo, adaptation was 

!iuftk ie"l lo mcritlheir use. 

DFM (&:sign fo, n:8Ilufactunobi lily) IS ~ pruce .. used in industrial and commercial prodl>Cl desIgn. It is 

<$scmially a desigll pnxes~ l!lal looks clolicly III Ille prodac lion potential of lilly given dc>ign in tt1l1\S 
of ccooomic fc~sibilily. nuui:Cl illg, t:Omumc , demand, cultural acceptatnlity, ''''''''r<:e availabIlity. and 
manufacrurubilily, 11 is a ri~Qf'OlL5 rnelltod lItat allows for proctical. empirical design criliQlIC:. DMF WIlS 

used o,,!~ loosely for lite panel ~y51cm wilh file Ma~inj: llou!;C. The pre-produaion cvalua.ioo f.ilo:d \0 
r""ogni7~ fhe hl~h cost ofthc ex tensive usc orfhl.' timber. aoo Ihe ;nlerio, and cXlcrior elodd ing necessiwed 

by Ih" design. m:nbcr WllS ulilized as ligam< nls for lhe panch, lULd in Ihe wall lIJId roof Wucture lLIx.>v~ 
Il,e J>lIII'Cls. 1'111$ " .. n..r f .. "",ing bad to be clad on both lhc inlc-rior atId exterior.) A systc:lllallc usc of DFM 
would w rcly ,c'"e.1 sucll OVLTSighlS, ,'tOtd has excellent polcnli~l for advances in archilft:lurW <k-< ign and 

pmducliolL 
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What is INDUSTRIAL ECOLOGY? 

INI ... ,nal rcoIogy, <u pmmo/n/ by sudl tltiNtr" .... f((lr/I", Tibbs /uNf mile,s, lUlu 10 ft'IkJilJ" industrial 

SYMons III 1"II/(liiOll OJ II01U,ui n 'osyslr"" . Kry 10 ...... I",,/udl! mtllcltlll' on~ imJ ... lriaJ proc",'.'\ OIIIfIl" 

JlI'I!O'" 10 lInotM' " mflu (lite ''''WI~ rquaJljoad' CON.rpl), and mQ1JII' ~Urt that 111/(1/ fXjlpUIS II,." .. ;I~," 

liN' ropurlly of «OJYJltnu (such aJ liN' ai" /and, or ..... llmtds) 10 absorb and d"oxify tM'" $UlIIII,,"bl,v, 
Talrll to ils l(}8icaJ roAd,uwn. _ say that i,"""slriid ecology" 111m is 1M "llmilllltlOtl of tllr <:UJ".:rp' II! 
" '/Uff: : nTry byproduc' Is ~Jn/jm _ p"rpoJl!, TItr tum '",duJlfillr dQrJ n,,' prrdmlr lilt /mwwtllt'1I1 

0/ iN""'" of public COIIJllmpli'M ill lilt' '1SI"", QI' 'CQIIJu_r ... aJIl ' Mlmicipal "'C)Y'lilltl 'y,,'rIllS (Iff' /III 
uamp/r. 
TItt ~Id of IlIdrut'I,,1 rcoIo~y I';"" S hI-..iltrlS flq(llllzm;fl'u /1",1 ti«isio,,,,ttQu'j <u 1'/1<111)' Imponmll jm 
rnv,,,,,,,, ... ,,,ui dU'"lIr. 11" .... 11 1M IlIlpUl't qf 1M" prot/wet ruuJ procru c!toleu on tM nmro"'lIt'lti. ItWU,ft,1Q/ 

<'COIOfJ' Is /tOt w ",ucll a ,...,.. dllOpim" liS lIlI "WJlvillg 1)'IIIMsis of ",.ls""S (/isrlpUltrS and t"c/ruiqurs 
appl,n/ IOWaN IrnproWIIR CQrfl'O'tIl" $Ustll,....bUifY. T1w~ [""II'Ur lif".:~k IJlf(llYJis of ,""'''rial .• alltl 
, .... ,." jItw.·s and ,/Jk:,,,,,itt,," tkmoJrrj"li:atiOll ; /lrsjgll /w "n"iron_N JlrOJlr,irs; poilution ,,"""lIIion, 

m,d protllfCl s/n.'IIrIIsl;lp IhroutlroNllltr lifrrydr (from """"'IU' ull'(la;Ot/ tlt"",,1t mfIlIufi,Clurmg and lISt 
to Jupmal or l1'I:yc/iltg). 

COtnpaII;I" Iltal ",...alee ilNiullroal ~ Itm.,. fowt;IINu by idtlllib'illg 1M poilllJ III 1M produaiOll 
procus .. w,.,. "'/QI~ I~ ,,../11,,,, 1M, cun lIlM} jinJ ruuJ/U 1M ""'$l ",r/Jkirni JIO.tluoflh.! proa.u. l"'Pro,,", 
pro(YJ~J "',v, opt'rotiOfOUI <"WIS ~~h /Q mllUriaJJ lind rltrV, mod ill _ ("/lJ'" alSII ""'rJ cllpillli .:oJls 

~fausr s"",II", brlt~.tJt'JIIIMd t'lilllPflItn' ron br wed. COf"P"n"'&INu 110 .... dLIIII! tltu Iun'l! tYPICall, mw 
c:rrllltd /wltrr rrI/IIWfUJ"p~ wltlt ,..,..11JUN1 /#ttl "';Ih Ihr p~blic. /11 _IIY mus, d(ffo"'N compIIllirs ill tIrr 
"'_ kNI'llplricallJlta MIN! IJrnlijittd outp""i""." mnu-h.!s ond letJml!d Up 10 $dW 011 botll.' 

'The MaytnJC Houl'C ulihud pIlIICtples or lndu5tnal «OIocy in lIS prodocuon. II aJ50 made uso: of an 
uullcnl e1llrrlplc of .In IIIdustnal coo\pgy nclWurt -!Ito: /WEX wcl>snr, /WEX. the Cily ofCape- TO"'n'~ 
/nt~grllu:d W~ EX~~ ....,bne, IS a (ree ~'ke f'" all Soul" Mr-.:an busInesses - Match.ng ' 'wasIe 
malmal gc~M 10 "waste mIII"",,1 user.~ IWEX Iisl1 nw~naJ I'C<JIICSI§/off= In an online cauIogur. 

An oolme rnoorce listing fonn om be 61Jro and sent 10 tile ... 'dls.le b)' any .ntcreItrd p;lrty. 

bup '/lwww RPMown.s:oy 1MItt 

For more on IndUStrial ecology, see: 
!)tv t ,ole .. "' .... II_ ... (~I'WII 
C e ' ",,)n.p;'hwnb.t) fm_ 1U~.C_OI'kc o("" IU~' .-.rt;'s.Oou ~ 
0Ib. OTA·I!-,., . ''/91) 
Dro. ="' .............. , _~_""'""" .... ~_(_""""""" ... ~A<-, _'_I 
'_tiE I • "'T_(lnodd"",,_.~(_IWI."'j) '.,-.'n" I"...". ..... Do,,' I • -Ie..., ..,. H-loon .... __ ""'-i. ' 99.l) ,S .. -.,ThuDlnr. .... y "'Cydo"" __ "-,.,.(I'4oo" ~l .. r ' t , e.." O\I&, 
'_-CkM" ___ • __ ... -....,..,.--._""-..~_(" ... t I = II""') 
.u.t __ "" ...... _01{ _ _ ~. ".-.a...d......,_ .... _ '991. 10 __ 

* "" Ie .... "n_-..... " ~SI..~, """OI IU. '.l'~.J._ .• t .. __ _ 

AIoo...-_ .. iii< __ .. ConriI \JIO......,', ~ ... _"'"" iii< r .... ". __ , 

I. LuL utr.<1cd r""" hnp"" ....... ani OIl o.duJ, 'll. ,.,."thor c,i<d. 
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' : ".0 pass agai n thr::Jugh a ser:es 
t.reatments : as a : to process 
or cans) in order to regain ";,,;, 

Tho 0_ Alicp" I'n>foc.o ...... _ ...",."...... to< .... ~ .. _ ""~ ."",-", .. 
_.". Iht _ .....u:.oo ..... ..., ....... _, 01 """""'"'II .... ".",....-1 '" Ibt ""'" 
_ ........ , Br .",~ IE".,.. ........ ,.,...e 1'\aIong.,.,.._ ~ _ ... ''''' 
.. _ ...................... g ..... ,-'" _~ _ ........ 'M/ go. Iho cI-",-",,_ 

here" hoW ... 
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NEGLIGENT capitalists 

Th@ advent of modernity in the enlightenment brought with it II breakdown 
of the unified "arld-views of re ligi on lind metaphysics into separate 
fie'ds. Cultur,1l moderni.ty specifically . has been d"$cl'lbed by Weber 
as the divi.!lion of t he lIub"tanlive rell50n e xpressed 1n 'Bliqlon lind 

III!!lllphysh;.!l , Inlo Lhref!! aUlonozc,us Held.!! !Ic ience , morality. and iHt. 

These "'reaa, 11<8 r.l1<;110n, CQuid then b-. Ins t itutionalized , each dO:l\ain 
becoming property ot a proCessional group - or spec ialists .' Cultu ral 
.aderntly hIlS been c haracter ized by c:ontinulilly wl(klnlng gape between 
groups o r spec:la.itlt8 , and between apec:iallsn!1 lind the general publiC. 
AccordIng to H .. ber:nae one result hilS ~en that the IIdvanc:es, c rIt ique , 
and reflectl.on happenlnq In the~e a reas , h.aa not autorl\olticaUy transferred 
into everyday p::-axls, The thre.t ln thu "itu.uon l~ th"t the ( r .ditional 
subal.ance of the lUe· 'oIorld that ha~ bflon dlslntegtalinq 'oI ll.h modernity, 
'01111 become more and more impoveri shed . The ' post-modern' re jection of 

the culture of ' ellpertise ' u a reaction to thl" slt.uatien . 
'rhe capttall"t syste .. lueU dependS on t he d ivl.slon of hbor 
specialization within areas o f knowledge. Accerd ing to Lefebvre , 
dIvlst.on of :abor cardes .. Ith it ~a d iss0 1vl n9 and distntagCilting 
ideology th.at meets the requlre:aoenta of the market and the aocia: 
diviSIon of labor by pro.oting fraqmented intellectual s ki lls,~' 

UniverSities around the qlobe hllve beCOIM! the t ral nin':! grounds for cadres 
o ! specialized workers whe supply the capita list market. It is common 
knowledge that many 1.rge private-sector corpor.tlons provide f und ing 
to unive r sities through research grants, Tha se corporat ions ~have the 
ability te toc~s .. esearch in unlversities by setting ter.ns o f .. eference 
t or !undlnq research- ' Such relal.ionshlps have re in f o r c ed a pedagoqic 
syste", in which :1nivers i t ies prepare individuals f o r channeling i nto 
a co rpo r. tll c~pitalist syst""" Arc h l tec t ur" schools In g .. neral are 
no eKceptlon. Ollr t ra tning system p r omot es con tinually •• :ae and more 
specla~ized kn~ .. ledge lhrough an inletna l dla~egue. Gre enwood a nd Levin 
"tat,,: MWe are deeply conc erned that crl.tlcal and socially engaged 
res earch ettoct" are being undermined by autopoet ic and self~referenlial 
acade~ic aCtiVll1e" in universities ~inated by Career opportunIsm and 
by stude nts wh:l ilra trealed as tlllitators ot their teachers rather than as 
or1g.lna1 thinkers In the making,'_ there is eyidencll that thls autopoetl.c 
f or", o f acadeMic capltalls", is l e ss and l ess able to satisfy the needs 
ot major "oclal groups,NO I f these cond itions are aCC<ltale. "h i Ie ilt the 
~ ... m .. ~i_ IJI.II.nt univ ...... iti ... ar. a) .. o h!qhly .. ubsldiz .. d by Citizen t .. " 

dollars, then a s erious revlslon o f our educatIon system is needed If we 
are to be plu(<lilstlc In servlRq soci ety. 
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The current situ~tion f~vor'" gre~tly the corpo r~t ion lit the expon~e 

of, and through the ncgllqcnce of unrepresented and marginali~&d groups 
.,lthin society. lIabena1\s cOJlllllents t hat, ~The life-world has to bCCOlQ<l 
",ble to develop institution,. out of itse~f which !l01. the limits to 
the internal dyn~ic5 and imperative~ of lin a~5t autonomous economic 
system and its a<D.inistrative cO/IIplemonts.~' What doe~ he moan here 
by lnstitutions? r relld institutions as ~aning mOde!l ot thinking and 
1Icting . It is 111rgely through universities - themselves institutions, 
that catalysts nlght be gener1lted. which have the polontial to set limi!.s 
to lIIodern econocaic m.achinations. Sut liS we can see, taany unlversttles 
h~ve been largely co-opted by agents of econOlllic .odernity. This tends 
to be especially trae within the science , engineering, and technical 
depart1ll8n1:s , anj less so with the hUlloanltles and arts. Here IIgain we Clln 
see the fracturing of lite-world and theory represented in the diviSive 
separation at acad .... ic fialds. With tha technical departmenLa of the 
university making essential impacts in life-world processes - b~t unde~ 

the t humb of ccrporate interests, and the humanities and arts eklng oal 
wcitten critiq ... es ot the "tatus q~o 1IIOst of which 1s read by thei~ own 
colleagues, litt~e change occurs. 
Architecture is one field that is both a 
discipline, am:. whiCh unites the .speculties 

theoretical and pnctlcal 
ot art, hUllanlt1es, science 

and enqineerlng. Because of this uniqae poaltion, and its interest in 
the production of .space, it has the potential to bridge the gaps between 
the ext ant and iIMgined projections ot tutu~e lite-world conditions, and 
also to orche~·trate c ross-disciplini'ltV efforts thllt addle.ss criucal 
social issues. According to Slate for exaMple, ~ .. low coSt hous':'ng 
techno~ogy has only IIIM11, and lurely ins~tlicient or even negligible, 
input, guidance, and IInalysis by the non-tuchnological fields, s;Jcll ... " 
sociology. anthropology, economics, (other than IInancinqJ, law, and human 
ecology _ il seellls obvious that univeunios, coilege", research and 
training in8 t i~ates , lind other such organizations must provide advanced 
edaclltion and t raining . as well as research. in this difficult, c0lllP1ex 
field, which involvos inter-relationships that break acrose traditional 
aClldomic Ilnd pucticing disciplines.··· !f archltecture u to effectually 
critique economic mode~nlt.y and becomo a tool tor greater lIoc1al equlty. 
tnen it ",u~t bsgin through the t r ainin9 of the alchltect. Arch.:.tecture 
schOOls have t he potential to create opportunHies for experilllOnUtion 
and the t"stln1 of ideas in a w,ly th .. t a r chitecture litllS, under econcaic 
constraints to produce proUl, cannot. 
~he arChltecLural profession has hi3torically been negligent of soci .. l 
issaes, even those whiCh fall within our arena of professional and 
academic conC~[n h lCh as . homeles~ness . at"torddble and appropriato 
housing, loss ot environtllental quality, and the growth ot increasingly 
coaplex urban a~eas. Margaret Crawtord in her article ~Can Architects 
be Socl .. Uy R!lsponslbl(l1~ discasses the conditions that have :'ead to 
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thill qenoral IIpathy 
tho rOllsorling , "hic h 

within the an,hitecturd.l profession. Mach of 
1 summarize b<!!ow, holds qround withi" the Sou~h 

African a r chitectura l protessicn. there are (>f ccurse exceptions to 
hor goneratizll~ions, however the vast majori:y of architects around the 
worid today, se rve the wealthy. Crawford claieos ·.hat the an'llwe' to her 
question l ie'll in the nature of the .. rchitecturai profession Itself, which 
1s mOre than the sum of the professional interests and value systems of 
the individual prdctitione~s. AccordUng to her, !IOadern professions a~e 
" ... complex 'IIocial constnlc t s that steructure :heir autonOfllOJS identities 
in rela" tvn to the specHic conllqucations of teh. econOlllY and 1!0cle 1: y 
In whiCh they ')p<3rate." ' As discussed previously, the development 
of :he architeeturi,l profession wall part ot a greater trend towards 
special1za~10", issuln9 out ot a c apitalist econOll'ly and Ilb<lral state , 
and accOlnpanylng ~he qrowt h o f a middle class. South Africa's conditions 
were socially a"d politically different, a nd excluded the Vbst majority 
oC the populati')n f1"Olll the honcUt" of a tree capitalist system, but 
therefore also accent uating the benefits end prestigo of this n"" e11te 
profeSSIon. :he qoals of any profeSSion hllve e8se:1tia11y ~n to "ontral 
a ILlIrket bnd prJvide economic benefits t o the 1IIOIWhe", of their group. 
:n order to c ilil lm this territory, professions establiShed themselves 
as unique trom other professions by es~abliahinq technical superiority 
and !IIIIrket effIciency. Historically, ar"hitecture followed enqioeering 
in establishing itse l ! as a profeSSion, and has subsequen~ ly never been 
able to Cl um technica l superiority . !nl.tilllly, the other fieldS allied 
with architectu:e were the buUding and cons~ruc~lon trades. which 
i t distanced itself !rOll in order to claim a"tonOlly, .. nd ideolO',pcal 
supe rlority. Thia was successful fron the point of vicw of estabiishing 
lin IIcadem!~ foun :latl on tor archJtecture, whkh h"s history from at least 
as rar back a s Vitruvius. WithIn praxis however, this schism [ailed 
to serve the architec:urlll profession. The empirically established 
econOll'llc erf1c1en~y of the buildinq trades 1argely displaced brchitecture 
fro .. the competItive marketplace. Further recent specialJ~a ti on withI n 
the held, resul~inq in land!lcape architecture, pl .. nning lind public 
policy, urban deJiqn, I nterior deSIgn and industria l dosign, has further 
narrowed archltectUre'1! ni~he "i t hin capitalist economies . A~ a result 
architecture haa st~uggled to main: .. ln an identity, a nd has re.so~ted 

to its long- standing place "lthin the arts . AS an art ItS identity wa.s 
further threaU!,n~d by the ~urredist8 in their radiclil atte!llpt to negate 
art. Tho surrealil!ts hoped that by loo.seninq tho critical capacity to 
label art , it could be removed tron the control of professionals, a"d 
thereby be reconnected with lite. ~he attempt to ""9ate art eventually 
.served to dO just the opposite - t o reinforce the illlportance of the 
'arti.st ' a~ S~CI/lli~t , and furthe~ narrowlnq the 11[e-w')r1d importanet> of 
tho IIrChitect." ~his development fIIiIY partially explaIn the profession's 
fervent obsession with l.s.sues of fon.. 'l'hree-dimenslonal runipulatlons 
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wlthln the arts ~ece restricted to sculptors and archllects , so at least 
there , the profession could cle1m a measure of exclus1vity, or at least 
share somoJ. 
Architecture has held its ground however, as a solid ac:aOelll1c field, which 
the strong ideolO'lies of the ~~rn .ovement and continuing assoclatlo~s 
wnh phllosophic!l currents. have helped to fortify. In practice however , 
unille many of the nne arts. architecture has alwaya, and all11 re!ie, 
on cllenta for its existence. The resulting ~rglnallzation of the 
participatiOn ot architects in the creation of the .. jorlty ot the bUIlt 
envlrom .. nt. tocether With its .. rtistic aligrwent has resulted in ool.lt 
archltectures' place as an oversupplIed luxury commodity rather than a 
deraanded public aerviC"!!. ?a tron" have tended to be private ccrporations, 
woalthy Individuals, and to a small extent the state. Ghlrardo writes. 
-Expenditures fcr IllUseums, skyscrapers, concert halh, and other Qbjects 
of bourgeois 9riltlflcatlon come at the e xpense of important and necessary 
social services. not to mention adequate housln9 at modest prices.~" 
1'oday, archltec~u re e xists tenuously between fractured ldeologies and 
a marginalized praxis that Is ~ecv8nt to economic trends and polltleal 
powers. A resistance to this mIIr9ina l lz8tlon Is not e xcluslvoly the 
re~pon~lbillty of the profesdon however. Architecture - as art, is a 
fundamental cultural necessity . and has reciprocal (!xpectatlons from its 
audience, tho public. Accordin9 t o !laber"",s, the first expectatIon of 
art . Is that the layperaon should educate o:leself to become an expert 
jn order to fully appreciate and critique the ri~ld and its works. The 
second, is that one should become a ~competent consumor~. In other 
words, that a peraon should use architecture and aesthetic exper.ences 
to relate to or,es OWn Ute. or to locate its SIgnificance in tetllls of 
Ones own exporLllnces, interests . value~, and s t ruggles. The exclusive 
domains of the expert, and their unilateral evaluation of an area, are 
dismantled wher aesthetic experience resonates against a real li f e. 
In Habel."lllils · s own wordS: ~:-he recoptlon ot art by the iaYl"an. or by 
tho 'evl!ryday expert,' goes In cather a different dicectio" than the 
reception of ar~ by the professionsl erltie.- II Haber!Dd~ site~ A.lbrecht 
Wellmer as infiuentbl In lllulIll.natinq the way that this recipr ocation can 
occur. In The Aesthetics of Res:l.stance by Peter Weiss , the process or 
re-appropnatln'l art is documented In a group of ~polltiCillly-;T\()tivated. 
knovledge-hunqry~ " woriL.ers In 1931 Serlin. Although the exact outcome 
of the encounter 1s not _ntloned, the important aspect Is that this 
group of worke"s, through night classes, was " xposod to a bourgeois 
interpretation of the history of western art, whIch. In parlay with their 
own experience, they refrained . By enga<]ln9 wah both perspectives . they 
were able to unc;ove r a broader interp r etation - a ' reappropriation' " of 
the expert ' S cl..lture . If the conte;l'lporolry public ... ere to en9age with 
architectural Ideas and productions in thia way, the profession would 
surely be strenlt hened . However. for its part. thO protuseion must also 
position i t self ~ocially as a valuable profession. 
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As s~"ted, one .!Itrateqy for accOIfpUshlnq thlll may tHo! to collaborate 
clo8ely with the other p rOfesslonaL and acadeMic nelds in o..-chest..-ati:lq 
solutions to public concerns involvinq the built envi ronment. ~his is 
happe:'li.nq In the be8t cases. An additlon"l strat .. qy for 8tr .. nqtheninq 
itself lIs a pre£e8sion is to ceqain <'l measure of its lost technic"l 
expertise, Architecture !'!19M do this in are,,~ overlooked by enq i neerlnq. 
The recent developmenta in 'gre .. n archit .. ctur .. ' are on .. .. xample. Th .. 
great aurqe of public intere~t in this ar .. a has bf!e n errbrac@d a:'ld pro.llOted 
by architecta. Kenneth MllrtU'1 Kao writes, ~M a r chitects pllrtlci-pate 
leas In pioneering reaearch and the developroent of building technology, 
t hey are less likely to ~ perceived as master builders - aa h@inq expe r t 
In the building p r oce"s. unltk .. !lany archite cts, who li!'!U t h" 1!l" .. lves 
to worklnq aa ' artiata ' or 'de~lgn stylists , ' fr"" k !,loyd We i ght pursued 
the tradition o! th .. architecl as a master builder who "ynthesized and 
reinterpreted both t he vernacular a nd state- of- t he-a rt technology , ~" 

FrAnk Lloyd Wrigh t hlm~elf, wrote , " Alw<'lYs the desh-e to qet some sy~tem 
of bulldi.nCj con.f'trUC(IOn as a baais for II-~chitecture wa~ my objecti.ve- my 
hope. There never W<'l.!l , there is no architect ure ot:h",ewise, 1 1).,11ev,,",."" 
I(IlO a1~o comments that the d~ sengag .. rr,e n t of <'lrch~tectll WIth innovdtive 
build!n,! technology 1.'1 pactially a result of t heir ltmlt .. d e cluclltlon<'ll 
training in thi) IH ea . " "" for a rchitectur"l acade:nia , it must: search 
roc links between ltll vibr ",nt ideolo'lle8 and iUI prax iS , and reslr'lcture 
itll training to Qupport II redirected pro re~~ion - one that i~ positloned 
as a critlcal. ~ocially active, technoloqlcal i nnovator, (E8~cilllly in 
~u.!lt.'llnahle building r. .. chnologies) In doing so, architecture may becOll:o& 
<'l squatter on the grounds and nlehe s that have be .. n diallerved socially 
and environmentally by the myopic capitat.>" t market , while <'l! the same 
Ume planting new seeda of ccit l eal lnquiry. The Maylnj .. Kouse, i.!l a 
project: that hll" att .. :npted to do this. !ta intent hall been to join 
architecturAL e j uclltion with SOCla _ action through a ction research, rt 
hA~ 1I1~0 been an experi~nt in bul:cling design and construct lon, and II-n 
e xercille 1n ~r~lnq theor y and pra11S. 

Note - It i~ problematiC to advocate pro-bono work fum the architectuul 
professi.on, whlch ha" the .-1'lht to charge ror its skills and .. xpertille. 
Archit .. cture ~tudent.!l however, spend IMSs1Ve amounte of tillie, energy, 
cr .. allve pow .. r, and "'oney in developing ancl cQIIKtIUni.C!llting lllllllgined 

solutions to imaginary p r ob:,,:'11". ':here ""'" lI"re~y enough llre-wor:d 
proble"'s that des .. rve At teast a portion of this phenomen.!!l resourc •. 
The stud .. nts of th~ medical school at UCT are required Art.r gradU<'ltion 
to work for two ye ars in hospitals i, South "fnca, before they lII<'ly choose 
to nee to higher payinq job" over,,"'AS. This type ot IIOCiAl obligation 
has bee:'! institut~onallz .. d "'s p<'lrt of the education ~ystem. In lilY 
0pulion , such 3n obi igatlon 1s IlIOn. than fAir. Archltecture schoo:1I 
might begin to l!Oplea>e'lt real world desiqn proqrA:ll!l Sll part 0' th<'lic flve-
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year educatl0~ curriculum . Such proqra~s COUld involve collabo r~tiona 

between Industry, goverfl."1I .. nt o rg/i nizations a nd NGO's, architecture 

professors a nd firms , a nd private interests. Funding from government , 

industry, pnvatll grants, and the University could bo Leveraged to 
aupport :fr.ltually beneficial work. 'rhe Rural StudlO a t t he University 

ot Alabama, s tarted by Sam Mockbee is one such program . Steve a~danes 

of Jersey Devil is also running s sUmilar pr09 ram as a p r ofesso r at the 
Unlvers; t y of Washlngton, Seattle . 
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lidrc:use IlLalnt~I,.s tha t through art, objects t~ke on the form MId qua~lty 
of treedo,.,.' ~"est.hetic tranllforraatlon releases objects from eonstr~lnts 
~n~t prevent th;;~r free rea.h:tation. AS such , a:rt, and artistiC cultelre 

is on the Slde of the forces .. hich dl.sso.c;iate them,,,Lv .. s 'leneralLy. 
irom cont .. :npora~y III<'It.eria: c"'~ture.- · ~Artt5ti.c c"':~elre wirhdraws 
and r~jects ~he rule of eqlllvalence. th., .. orld of connoditiea and the 
dOmln .. tl0n of lns t rument .. l reason.... ~hus, the use of • .... St .. ' oblec~~ 1n 
the M'lYinje h01J3e has the pot",ntial to release them from ~ hlt constraints 
Of the dominant p~rolldiq:n through which they ,,"',.It produced. Hllrc".!se· s 
comments suqge~t the mu:ti-valont natur .. o r art - Or Archltoc~ure . and 
the contradictions they might embody in an econo",lc modernity. 
tn statln" that the Mayinje lIo\l3e Intends :Co critique a consumer 
cultur .. , l. t .s doloSO nl!!C"'''SACy to discuss the cultur" industry . 711 .. term 
'culture indus"ry' !irst appears 1~ llor l<heimBr and Adorno's, DialectIC 

,-:of h·nlJghten ..... "C, '!'h .. y oriqina:.ly employed the rl!!rm /!IdSS culture. bu t 
~bandoned ~t bEcausl!! they did not .... nt to l."'P~Y that artlf/lct" of popu~ar 
cultur .. w .. re _eo;l.Hl!IIat .. offsprln<;l .,f the '1 ... n~ra. p"b"lC, b"t rather 
too:s of d capl~all't heqeDOny. ~e c"lture indulltry and its products 
ar., cr .. a~ed by those in po .. er. Refernn<;l [0 1I0rkhei_r and Adorno, lIe~d 

wrttes: "'ihe protagonists of t he pre"ent dh'trlbu~ion of po .... r and 
p:rop .. rty, harressin'l the '!ndogenou~ forces which cO!'ntrallze o .. nershlp 
~nd control , O!'Tlploy economIC, political ~nd cu:ti,lrlll ....,an" to det .. nd the 
s~ .. tus quo. I\S it resu:'t. most .. roMS of cultura~ :If", beco_ eo~opt",d 
and tXdonsform"Jd 1.nto modes of controlllnq Ind.lvld<lal consclousn"s". 
Slmuit"ne<jusl~, culture becomes an industry. Pfollt III<>tive Is transferred 
on to culturAl form,,; more and more dortistlc products afe turned Into a 
species of 
product, ,t 

CO/tmodl cy m.lrkeCablo and incerchltngeable like an industrial 
lIorkhei~r hims .. :f .. rite": ~Culture toddy 19 not th~ product 

at qen:nn .. dllllodnds; rather, it 1" the result of demands which ,or" evoked 
dond IIldnipulated N

" Noa" ChODl.!<k'l has r .. ferr .. d to this as ~m.an;JfdoCturlnq 

con"~nt.~ Another "tate~t by Held reveals the extent of perversity ~t 
thl" modern economic ma~liestdo:.~n. ~~he cu~~ur~ ~ndustry gearll ttse:f 
a~lIIost entire:y to th .. d e velop_nt of c;Jltura~ fonus "h~ch are co.'Up.Htble 
>11th the preservatton of cap~::dllsl1.~" lie is suggesting thdot the only 
Cultural formel "hlCh are prod~ced oIlre those "hich can be bought oIlnd .o~d 

this sIgnifies "ot Simply the pro::\uct:'on of object s and servlees ~hollt 

can be bought and sold but the potentlal for a co",plete cOft'l:O\odihcation 
at cuLtur~ , lncl'~ding t rolldlttonal cultural torms . it thls 18 accurate, 
thl'n "e are _Ivin9 in a purely lI<:onomlc modernity in whiCh only those 
cultural. manHe,.ta t ion~ that ClHI be con:modlfied are h t for surv.!val.. '!'his 
\S a pdrrlcularly extrellll!O poSition. but not a~toqether radlcd~. 'I"he 
parallel. cOlft.'nodifIcatlon of lite It8s1f through g e ne patentin q Afll"", the 
p"'tvasivenes~ or the globlil. moderr corporac; .. economy. 
Cu:turdl for~ however. cannot be =lasslfied excluslvely as commodl.ti .. s 
lust beca~" .. ~hey zay be bought and so:d. According tC Caccaarl 





!'I'he V<!nlc~ 3dloell, tho!> ."...t,opo l ~s U' "har<..(' te ri ze ::l b y t he p r oduct l0n 
of COIIPaditl.,'"" i n '>thiCl'. '-~. ,,~tu" and *,,,c ha-oq . valL.: .. s a re convorted int O 
e.sc~. other cO 'D".ant;y III c::der to Inlnr .. t ~ .. contlnu.1 t y o f p roduction. 
But tt ... (e is nct rll'lCtlBlIarll{ any (elati:.n I1::>t 1S there s caSHI between ct:e 
"" .. valu'" lind tte Hx':hanqa value of a qlv .. n .,onnodl t y. In" tra d.1 t1ona l 
society ,or in '_,e c:nmt'~ (rura: ·~ul r.l,Z' e l i- [$ o f t en t he case tha t iIIn 
miect wi.1:I. t>£ produc .. ';' ud used w ~U. )ut any 1nt e r_ t o f lurke t illbi.ity. 
SiMiiarly, i n t.l"adition(. Byste~1 " s .. " a luE ~nd exc hange va lu .. coex ut 
withou' " .. cesa.arl1y be1~q in re];H;ion~'l p t .. each a c he" . " 'I'hi" type of 
C'ond1ticn " 1titl pos,", !;].· withln <I rr<:dern ':!con arOlC syste", . Any SY3 t etll 
containll ml';:, sysc..,.,:>, ~"d ...ontents ::of r eS i s tance t o d <XI.i.nllnt t rends. 

....,.,,1t>.c"a. ~ 'f, "here ar, ""lup.!I l nh .. rent 
beyond th .. IcC:'1Olli<: <lnJ th<l l1tilitarian 
histor'.'''., ent·'_l.on",_, l., addicion t" ~he 

exts' tog .. t,or- '''Y0rf"d -, .. ever lI'lotll"r. 

in cultu ra~ ~"J.fest "' t 10:ls 

'fhe spir i tual , nostlllql( . 
~conomic and utl. ]l t ar111n ,,11 
I t ~y therefor .. be possible 

for'" work t) exist 6' .. ore than c"""",,:I . ty, e ven under the 9 x trelll8 
pre •• ures o f "-';IncalC IIIJ.hrnlty. 
Anothe~ ""(·~.III'lSlII o f "C'OnOl1UC lIIOdewity's cons".IrJ1@ r i s '" is , through 
corpo ...... con ~'lll!d _:II., televlsl on, "lI<)Vies , r ad i O, and .. von print , 
to t>oDIb!lrd .t. with s ttrhllua to thl;' p ) i nt , [ numb ness . We become 11ke 
the worke!: in _he c~.oce:"": .. hctory " ' 10 c ltr no l onger ha " II ny ,-,,9 t e for 
ChO<':oi,Ht'. 'rh .He 1If' SI' -Ha!(.«i that .. e l"o.~e s"nllus':' c<'Ipacity. 'I'his Ls 
" re ..... "'tlOfi '04:: anyone .me hall left tho mode rn wo r ld for a we .. k or IIIOte . 
canrplnq o r t i ~ing, h~lI ~-p.ri .. nced . .t.t ,..' _ poin t, Ming <'Iway frOo'!\ ",11 
the chao,; c· r tle _trop01u we beqin t o r eo;:un t h .. ab l llty to aee , hear , 
_ .. I., and ch~ world ~';:>IIrS r.ore vlbran . • w'" t hen ,,. .. ,Ille whllt we lire 
looslnq d~,]}, wh<'lt we haJe losc ~n tbe a d,aul t o f t"e "'odern cacophony. 
'this los" ~·f ... nsual.J.t'l - loss of 'he \bi~i.ty t o t e .. : . lUke" '-'" extre_:y 
vulnet"ble" ooth raanipulation <lind ,.I"a. t h / . Wha t c a pao.:l'_y do we hav .. f or 

We t-ecorr 1 a pat he ti c to dest ~uct Ion <'In" 
injustice In cu r dai!.y "",:ounter wlt~ it, "-,iie at t he sallle t1_ becolillng 
VIIlner ... bl<l to conSUlJle"SIIl 1n our a-_lefllj: ~ t o ind uce t ee)ln<;l. 'to break 
throU<;lh ~he !- ~ell ... e p.rc ~ase_" In ~h~ hope -hat t.l'.e CO..od1°I."S wUI <;live 
UII the t"eli"ss we .!I t" =.1V,1ng . ':"he rellw i J l On lS u <;luably t h" pnnclpal 
inatc\lIM!nt 0 '- th" Cu~tL-rE indul!try, c o ns w-ttr i lm, a r.d dislract 10n. II.dorno 
"rlUtS abo'",~ the phenon .. r .. of teleV lsion 'Il, ea r ly "'s 1'}S4 1'1 hlS a rt i cl .. , 
·/10" to l.n1< a t T ... lev~'lon.~ l' "nd c u r nntly t t.ere ate entire books 
devoted to a ~onte~porar, critlcls", ~ f televis'on. S .. " i dea c t: e di ~ect, 

... ni.puLlIt~ve prrnaotH'"' ::>f conSUlll<'ri9m t"lto uqh corpora t e cotlnlerculs . 
telev:t.slr:" tas becom ... , raa10r agen t in 'spectacle . ' The S ,cuatlon1:<ts 
bell<>Ved thj.- ~n cal'it ... ~:<t socl' l i (l s i fe h ~:< DeCOllle II Serl es of 
spectac.i."-II. ~hr"ugh IIpt.cnd .. w .. Doc,,",e .?l .Jc llt e d obaecve r s c n t erlnq che 
sut:n.lS~l"n c f p<!99ivl.tI" ..... " .... se tc be ,."·tora ; '1 t he l ife -world . It is 
through 8pectacl. '.h,)! "'il'tl\ at:q"ll'! t t .• pow .. r 01 r eali t y . Televi:<i on . 
IIlOv11l9 u."" .. ~ "nd lI'-.mof and our rec"mt ".on l" ,, (e, Into 'v i rtua l - rea l icy ' 





are torcing our retreat lnto a • ... onopolyof represenUtion.' According 
to Lefebvre , ur.iversal alienation Is the result. " upon returning to the 
United Stat es r ecent ly , r was confront ed head on by the cultura l placebo 
th il t is te1evi.slon. 1 Wil li invited by a qeoup of architecture colleagues 
to the l ~ weekly supper - a gathering tha t I assumed would be like the 
ones On Fr iday nights in my ho:ne communi ty, in which we would share hOlMl­
cooked food, conversation. dIscussion, ideas , plans, e t c. 1 was shoc ked 
by the contrast . My colleaques ' gathering amounted to a huddling around 
the television to watch seve ra l recorded episodes of a current sitcOlll -
with the advertlse~nts fast-forwarded. The entire engage~nl consisted 
of ou r qu .. ued r ea,.,tlons to lOhe program 1n a concUlalOed, co:lectlve 
b":n . Co_uni ty lias slNn.l1ated lOhrouqh lhe parallel experience o f 
l eughter In OJr abetted \'_rlllon into t..he insignit!cant ~! luations of 
the orches t.ra t.ed spectacle. Food was conllllllled, s illo paSSively while 
watching the televiSion , and afterward t here Wa ll some insipienl chat and 
then eve r yone lett early tor bed, and their work tied t..o a comput e r mouse 
the neKt day, and t.he neXL- At leallt the advertille~ents were avoided . 
I had always feil t hat. co~rcial ad s were t he most. da~aglng IIspect.. of 
televl.slon progrannl inq • thousandll o f Ilhor t-, highly s .. d ... c l lve Ile r mons 
all consumerism. Kowever . l he annihilation o f """anlngf ... l co_unica t lon 
between viewen lias aq-... ally dama.ginq. 1 have a friend, who, 11k .. 11M! dOtls 
not own a TV yos, in t ent..lonally. a nd has not owned one for .s long a s 
: can f!!member. H .. doell Olin a t.-shirt. w1t.h t.he "Ehouette of a person 
with a sledqeha~~er ~aised Ove ~ a television set. 
tha words - ~ill Your TV! 

Selow the 1~aqe are 

I have another idea ... 
In the Mayinje House , the situating 
consuNiblas In an unfamiliar conte)( t 
for cri t i que at COnll\llller society in 
of attit'-lde. The ambiguous r ole o f 

o f the television and ot..her 
is intended to open a Ilpace 

genera.... and compel a change 
t..he t "l .. v1s10n SC r een here, is 

lntended a s one of p rovocatl0n - a blasphllmous contradict ion to ita 
ent renched role a s a purveyor of hO!!lO<;leneity. 
that utUl:zing thelle 1l~011l o f conllumer cultu r .. 

Or , It co"ld appear 
- the televi:non and 

lhe ' Coke' c an, are in eumnce. 
modernity? They are no t... They 
"Ilelellsnesa of thelle productll 
~Wherli!ase art s .... kll to f",lnti 

a condoning of the exi.!ltlng econordc 
renect, on the contrary , the essent i al 
for that whieh they were p r oduced . 
the IdeaUat dictum - 'purposivenells 

without purj:"ose ' (Kant), co!Bll\Odi tleS o f th'" c"llUte industr y are bound 
by p"u '"POses Ilet by lOhe lIWI:rket or ' purpollelessness t or purpolles' " 
At the s_ til!le . the Mayinje House advocatel a syst .... In which there is no 
conc.pt of w~ste, a!ld in which p r od,",cts ar .. des Lqned no t thro"gh a lOhe o ry 
of planned obllo1ellcence , but through an ecological !!Iodel. The TV wa ll ill 

an exa ... ple a! l he potent 1al o f luch a lIIIOdel even under design cond i ti on.!! in 
wh ich t hes .. '"aste' mater1als - no" resources - haV1l not boaen specifically 
d8alqned f or s e cond-gene rat ion utility. It askll, ~Wh .. t. wo", ld happen 1f "e " L-______________________________________ --' 
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intentionally designed producta for post-use usea.~ The e~plo~nt of 
waste :nat-erials in thia manner represents an application of induatd.al 
ecology. (. lnduoIr la l r<:olDgJ' ) Such modes of 'suatalnab1l1ty' thinking are 
in dicect conflict wlth e~istlng corporate legal atructures which uphold 
the rightS of corporatIons ~ legal penons. to optlrate e~clusively for 
lehe producleion of prollt with very little accountability - and even 
incentives to disregard both social walfare. and our vital ecosyste~. 
7he mechanism that allows this is called e~ternall~ation. Though it may 
See~ cr<lry to Use a dead TV in a building. it Is corporate behavior that 
has been classUled as 'psychopathic' by psychoi.oqista who hav. co~pared 
the typica.! cl:arac'teristics of a corporation with tha clinical doflnltlon 
of psychopath~. Interestingly. the incent.ive of the p.nasonlc corporation 
for lindlng other .odes of d:1.sposal for their flawed television tub .. s. was 
a purely econolllic one. Aithough my cont;.act person at Pan4.onic was a 
genuIne <lnd caring individual, he admitted that the increasing cost of 
l<lndlili space was caUSing him to aearch for ot.her disposal ~ethods for 
.. <Ina sonic' S "astes. The TV t.ubes could not be recycled beC4uae th"y 
are _de of a ql!iss co:nposlte. The bottom line W4S prollt. Putting an 
economic price on pollution. or w<l.te dumping 1s one tactic for puahinq 
companies toward lusta~nable behavior. It is part of a atrate;y of 
defining and calculatln; 'hidden costa'- costa that are typically borne 
by tha 'pub: lc good.' Such hidden COSts include t.he public e~panse of 
purIfying poliuted <lir and w<lter, medical costa associated with incraased 
canc'!!r, respcratory disease, and other envi.ronrnant.al I11nellS, the cost 
in sunscreen because of destroyed o~one!. the cost to future ganerations 
of biodiversity los" and Gany others. The debt accrued by the public 
frDIII these costs. ~uch of which will be paId by our children and thalrs, 
has bean cal1ad genarationai tyranny. 
There <Ire conpanies that are att.mpting to ,lowly convert to sustainabla 
production, or a 'larD-footprint.' It Is an effort that. may be Irnpoaalbla 
for certain saClors of industry. However, even the most destructiva 
Ind'~strles can improve with a change In paradigm. For e~arnple. so",. 
aining co~panles are currently employing a cunous, spatial and 
ecoloqical ceaign philosophy. They are m.king effort.s to thoughtfully 
deaign the .<lndscape of optln-p1t .. Ines, to craata, <It the terlrllnatJ.on 
of their extraction, landscapes which wll1 have secondary uses a8 
recreational a_nities. Wildlife habitat (wetlands), sewage-treatlMnt 
syst.ems. etc. There are Inll:'llte SuSt4inablt. proc!l,Ictlv .. oppottunities 
1n such ecoJoqlcal thinking. 

1'h .. Mayinje House is one small e~allllple of thiS thlnki:'lg. It h an 
architectural work that through .. i_t1c production, lOOk!! we:l beyond 
the mere functional. 
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A4~J1IWIPL.JL~ TIN6 ECONOA4IC A40DERNITY 
THE PRODUCTION OF VALUE 

Beallty today c.", hlWf II() Ollter me(Bure uUpllhe dep,II 10 w/tlcll a ...,rk Inoh-rs ro~lrudicliQns, A work 
must rUllilrough ,IIe C'Qfllradkliam ""J Q""""""'~ IIIem, "'" b)' cov<:ri"8t/u:m ''I', bill b)' p,,~u!ng lhem' 
Theodor IV. Adamo 

~h .. w is value c ..... med in this e:<pcrimc,ual building production proccss'! TIu: coDSldlatioli of ideas in 
Ihis cnay that speak 10 this QUe5UOO illCludc: ulcnuty thinking iIIld the c"cilllngc principle. valuc·;k\dcd 
branding, lTuntd manipulntion, and pruduc~Of1 of meaning. 
Allmc-ntionw eurli~, 111 a traditional agricultural society, building value e~!Sts largely through Lhc utility 
of the building ~ ilS rol~ in providing' m"'erial livci,hood for the user, whicb relalCS dJrectly \0 Ihe user', 
ability \0 nurlure a meaningful eJ<iSt~I1CC, Eeonomic modemi!)' oowc:vcr, has appropriatw Ihe house as 
a eommodil)' alld lransfem:d the II:rms of value 10 principlC!i of c"cilllnge, In an ccononlle ly51=, the 

exc/mage principle is Mthe rcdUClion o f human labor unu the ubstl"JCt uni~rsal concept o f average wurlr.ing 
I>ollJ'$. "f Following this logic, avcl'llge wurking hours can be exchanged (or ens/>. The howc then. bas a 
cash. Or monetary v,llue, i. tOIl he bou)lht and $Old ~ Or exchanged for .ooney. ~ e"cbange principal i$ 

abio based in ~ prillCipal of ;d;Jnrificmion. According W Adorno, CJ(chrutge ;s the soclml mood of the 
principle ofid,."llfieahon,' Tlus COllCCpt is allllCeepced rule of Iogit; idenTity is rd1exive, IlI>d IS tllercfon: un 
elluival~nee rdalio.:, (e.g. I <lllI. cqllallO mysclr.) Through exchange It b«omcs possible for "noo·iocnlical 
individuals and transaclions (to) ba:OlllC idenTical ,,"d cornmen5urable. The spread of the principle of 
ldentifocation imposes on die "'hole world an obltganon to become ,dentical, to become total. '" lden/;/y 
lhintlng, lIS dc:liCrib:d by Adorno, is lbougln that endorses tbe world as it iL' The produclioo of the Mayinje 
1I000se is dcarly op!>OSCd to uklllity thinking. howc~r il 5CCnlS tha. it must rely on the-exchange SYSTem ifil 
is 10 parlitipalC in the modem cconomic syslCm. which for the benefil of irs owners, il mWl do. Therefore 

it mwt search ror 3 dialcelic relaTionslllp - possibly through llIimesis? Heynen dCliCribcs Koolhaas's sea 
termiOIllas a pmje-;t that "refUSC!l10 chwse IletWl:cn a banal commercial logic IU>d lhe aspirn.iuns of 1111 .... 
Sbc al50 cormn"nlS that "Mimesis mak~ it possible for a dc$ign 10 be cumplctely ~'lS,,·C to nOl11lai 
cxptcllltioru. whil! Dt !he: s:lmc time o lTering something else,'" Thc.-re is clearly potenti: ... fur the Mayinjc 
House· lIB D commodity, 10 saf,sfy tllC fuocllonal economic needs of the client, while scin pllrl icipaling in 
the world of nrt. aruJ existing in service 10 dwell ing. I IlIlve IlIready di.5cus!;w me lauer aspiration~, bUI not 
tbe role of tl>e house lIS commodity. 
Ilow tlrC material. willi no e"changc \'IOlue transformed lntl) something with exchange value? We ~w 
that1abur may be used 10 odd valllC' through proccuing and shapin&-' However it is WlIl1non that the Yllluc 
added iii oot s imply an IiCcumulwiol1 of the loa! ofworil:ing rollO'S mjuired 10 produce lhecornmodily. There 
is a lewl of fre~bm therefore, in tbe exchangc priociple - an unidentified ... 11"", ~pan" the polCntiality for 
a higher, 01' 10,,'C1' e~challge \'8luc Ihan the SWTI of labor and mruerialJ. OtIc c.nmplc of this value·space 1.'1 

brQllding. Much architcctuml production lOday involYe!l branding. whith is c:sscnl i~lIy a mode of crea. ing 
va]1tC - or addill,!! value throuy. identity, It involves associ:tting the product with 800lhcr individual. emity. 
or imDge~onc tlUl It$Clf contains vallie. Amnding. is aclooing of the idcnlily p"""iple-and likcwL'IC fosters 
homogeneity, frnnk Gehry's archile<:lure is 'hfUnded ar<:hJ1ccture.' A Gehry building is CIlSily recogniz.able 
• this is intenl;ollal. AecaU$C there is a similarity. or 'signature' to all his recent work· lind Silid signature holds 
significant vaiuc, then by creating a building with his l'CCOgrill:able '!II Y Ie, ' it acquires the added val Ut asoocia Ted 
with his name The huildlng bcromcs Q 'Gehry building' - adding Yllluc ... hile forsakiDi a uniqut identity. 
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G~hlY is a 'nam.: braDd' an:bll«L Bran.:lina 1\115 alIio bo:c:ornc • way of m:l.!ir.ins- HcrnL" ...... 1e!i -

Things lie, and "hen, haung bo;oomo commodillt'!. they he in order IOconceal thm..ngln, lII.rndy socilJ 
labour, thl:y tend 10 SCI tllcrn2Jvcs lip liS absolutes. Prod""IiI.,.d th(' (in:ulls tile)' I:5tahllsh (La lilMCe) 
are (ellsh,ud I'''' 50 \:ttQIDe IJlOI'C 'm!'!han reIIIhly IlSclf 1113.1 is. Ihn prodllcli~~ a~11\'n:r IISdl . .. h~b 
the) IhID lake over. TIM: wttcU.ful unmaskina 01' IhirtgS In IJOlkr 10 I'<:VC<l1 (social! loc~lIo"1lihipoi - such 
wu MII/'lt 's greal ""'hJ,,~ .. I ... '" Th~ mampulatloo oftb: tnmia, '" ~om('l.jon ofbnlndlld convllo,htics 
lhal Can be dc:htcn:U (lilly by 'profess!OfI3.I' induslfY. IS <lIIe 1aC1l\! .. f tl.c: corporate olig;arel y 10 malnu.in 
contml of the mellnli of prod""I". of lhe ho.lonc, "'hilt masking their t~nU(lll!l graijp (tfI the prod.Jct.on of 
1\(01,.$'"8. The mY:!i1Illcd leehnical prodU';lIon <,fthe. mod<.-m .... estern home type, togel~ cr ... ,Ib sUl .. c~fuJIy 
plOT!1OlCd imall"s ofit, "-~e ~ locreale . demand that clIMOIir.cq> pace: wilh prcduc:tktn, roc;ullIng izl 
"" e\C'o'Ble(\ marlel ~JI~" Ahhough cuponIe manlpulat"'" hou ~""u,~sfuJly ~abJ1Shed pll'lnl COfIlrol 
o'-Ihe coounod.1y tnlrlet.. ~ have found II horde.- "U/lC5! tI:elr 'nlUrclaly' rrobkll1l - 10 establIsh 
c,-,l1Iml (l','e!' th~ capotal rnar.:eI iudf 'I'bc OOuIJC<.lIIIlC ,lid llIe carl-ali.l syslem l'1U5 ~pcrKncc IVW 
difficulty in ma,o;lcnna; '" hal 15 at ;.MICe the .. prodUCI, and !he 1001 cfthetr 1I111StcJy. nllll!Cly liT'''''C, They 61id 
them~hes unAble It" A!Wn: JIf1ICI~C (Ito.;, prl.(IIC(lo~ry ~'111I,!he lO(>dv. iIOClaJ-sp.ttl11 pncllCt) 10 lhelr 
.bstl'lCt ~pace, and hcnc.: nl'W,lpalJIl conlrUoctlOM arise IIld nwe Ihcmscl~~ f~~. MI~ noI l~ ~l*lal 

<-1' __ t'118t'11dcttd by ellPlWI'Im, dcsP114' Ibc fKI\"'e!' and ",1100.111)' of he !lfale, lurn 0111 10 be III: IYSlem's 

Ach"les "'dr" 
' <-formal scttlC1Ilt'llI!l Ind llK .. 11OIoOCia1c<l D;O!>OOUI'S, n""n$hinglJ'lid ci t, .!I arur.:nd th.: .... 0111. .re In 
C::o:cc!it'lll cunpk oflllC lnablhry of Iltc ~tc ot.aan:hy 1tI ~OflI.ml the Cllplta, m:.u\;d · lIld I:p«It 

,lSclf Ari.sI5.oo :;r.afIspeqJlc: from Infonnal Iculc:mmll and I" ... rtlh,p!o use fa" ,na1r\&ls .luI e$(i. 
(or afe dlstank frem) I'" Commodity martel_ With tllne: m~lcnal< ttlel' p,ndu.."C commodiuCl tlw an' 

cum:nlly 01115"" Ibc coauol cl"tbc IOmW b=aucnulC markcu TIll> c:,,-"lIbl"'" C;1IU pIIltaUy bcc ... ~ of 
Ltc nature of 1hc:5I:- ik-Vlllued ,.. ... mat~1UIJ. 001 1IddlllOO"lly due to the filel t~ I~ markets Ihamc!"cs 
he"" been cn:atJ:d by the craJbpc:opk - "KOIlOI1lOII5ly operaling il)(/iliouais ..... ho clrr..1ly lmefil rnxn 
lbeiT effortS. Thc:sc 'Informal' «mcm~ an' QlHlc $Imltar to lracllional mari<eI..pJ1XhC:1 rd.lIonslllpS. 
"Chmlopha Jones hu "'¥"Cd tim! th~ ..nlhtll"o of =her limes 'lO1 only cngqec! In ph)'!ocal design. 
"xiI alJo In Jon":I, a:OIIomi<:, and In short, 101,1 design. TIlt whccl ... Tigltt. fur In1t1nce. m dc:!,igJun8 fum 
w~ made: IflCMll<'I1W c:Iw1gu 1II1hclrdeslgn In response toc:ha"lIbgsoeial bcN~lCn! aa.t «oooouc 
<knwxlll In ..uohon, tbe "toctl ... right ..... &5 hi! oYI'O C-COfl"IIIW. 1oOCio]~I5t, . 1;ninisn.lI\c _han!, 
and 10 on Hc made: chanp:s DOl only In wagons bul in the ... ay .... :lgo"" could be purchased.. the , ... yon 
whoch!bey fQUId be It'pIIlrtd. the ,uy In "'1I~h 1hc)' could be w.cd:uod the wayt In wbllh be: cwlddQigJI 
them In Olhef W(flls. the ~bc:cl ... ngh\ nQl on]y Ikslgn~-d ll>c .... 1I0fl00l he desigkld the illua.,OII in ~hlc:h 
the ... '~, "'O~ deslp1cd. -u The cOIIlcmporary producu 1Il'tlCl'll1>tl 0Ii1 of 1M ';qualL'J' KUlnncnlS arc 
mo!il l) sold 011 t~e !!n:ella IOU11.SiS Wllb cash. This cash, QI' fa","" illleif. a$ dlKUSSClJ by Lc:f~.rc: I\a'I 
bet'll dlffteull fOl the bowaCO<5i~ IOCOOlroi . (Whic h cpn a lso ~ s.cn in the s.utt!5'5rut mflD(Y laurwknn,a 
and workho.ldc: c.'(lSl(I'Cc of eMIl hued 'andcl'l&rOllnd-markCb ') Irdcpmdc.1I pn.::dU('lion an-J $ales of th, • 
• nwortt could be consldc:red 8IIanl-a:mJc: and rc ... QIUIOQfl:UY b«ausc of I~ !lId,c.]. floIS'~c lIaIutC In tespea 
10 the ~It'l I\t'(K;lIpllahlt hegc:nooy The opponunum Jf !llll 1" ... ·1)1'\; In 'Clpltahm:g' 011 tIw: 
weaknesses o(tIIc UJ!lInll syMmo, 1't'p1« cnl~ a acnulnc: cnl!que of an orooomic ooJOl1I1y ... h1Ch has hem 
lMl1ffic1CnI for milDy groups slToclOd by IL lIL-yncn lild Adonlo In Stll;", tl .... -rIM: c";lClI "aluc of 1 
wOft of lilt is nut onbodu.-d in the lhcml:i il dc~ls willt or In !he to-ailM 'cOlllm'imC1lI' <If I.C IIrttSL but 111 
!he: arti5llc pnx;US il~I("" IIII thfOllih idcllllfkelioo ..... nlt. moo noanipulalKlfl (l1!hc: $ySl..". tt..llbcy J\avc 
bcCIIabic 10 n:voltlllJunst It -Tile opposl~oo (lr II'IwQrl:s 10 1lon""lII.ioa IS flIlIrCS1t ~ d<n1lUlUOO. They 
must i:S5lmllillC IhcmsclVC$ 10 th~ alnlpmtmcm of dominallon ill .,.uCIIO prodtk C !llXl"elhl"l: qlllhlatlYc:ly 
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distinr;t from Ihc:: wvrld of domination" Mkh ... ~ Cabn COInparo::l this with inocullllion - ofbeilll mfO:C:lcd 
wI th a \Oak pathogen in order to create inllmmuy to It." 
l'lOUSIQIl production hr.3 b<:efI unabk to eiICBpc lhe world of ,Ionunallon, bowe>U" I f housing production 
wcre IOcreatc nlarlee! wlue ina sImIlar m .... ...". as SouthA frn,:.., an Ind CTaflwork from fn;o:: ~ bases. 
INt sold III lhe 5t11ie commodity market, then II could provide one avenue of mlnmce IlIto the cxdusnc 
modem CCOI>QITII<; S}'lU:ln througb the prodllCtioo of capilli and equity, Would bousc:s prodUlCCd WIth wa~tc 
nliltmlls be acccpted 'II a funnal buusmg mart.et~ According 10 tlw;: As:<esson III Absa and Standanl Bank,., 
the &ppr'I1$led "Ilue of a house in South Africa is not Ulflucn.:cd by ilS pIJ1ic:u1ar C(lftStnKtlOn tcchnolO@:Y 
Rll:'8lc value is based exclUSIvely un tJm:c terms: I, ~ hoIISc's condrtlon - is II structUf'lllly Jound. arc 
thl.'l'l: Itns, damag<:, etc" 2. The squIre footlgc "fthe: buur.c and adJOin ml p!OpMy, and J. l lle IOC8tlllfl 
of thl: OOIlS/: (whnt d.strrct. suburb, ro=lghborhood. stm:1 clc.) nus rvidr:nce $tIII&CS~ ~ posslblhty of 
1,'C000001;ca!1y viable housilll ~ around an I/ldustrial ecology productlO .. system . • 'nduUrll l K olll¥! 
What an: some of Ih~ soclIIl and t«hnokJ&ical issues invoh"ild "'lth RlCb • SY51C11l7 Ess.entially the value 
of all rIIW IIIatCfIBIs H<$ In Ihnx: factors: Who ronm.>Is the l""",lIon of lIS Ull'achOl:l; The clTOI1, Of COit 

associated WIth extrac tIOn and JIfOCCSSIIII (I f roquiml) - costs. may ;no:; ludc,labur, eo:julpmenl, ~nvirollJllcntal 
regulations r~"qulnn. dean.up 0<' n::n.oolluon; And the social, cultural. and economic codification of the: 
materill WIthin I pa!1lcular _ mil: "Ill..: S)':5tem.. The major f"",11)I" arr~tinl! an indusmal ocoloey 
resoun::e base 1$ tbe last one.. ~ trash IS <:Um:Iltly codified as material "'lIh a 110 value:, and oftc:n has 
I disposal ClJOSt, lhe (/"\:II: acqul!illlOll of!<!eh rn.atcria~ Ihwld be possibl~ Ihrough ~tr.::ts WIth IndUStry 
TIM: basIC " ·ISIe matcnals &eflCl"3tocl by consumer marli:ets - mW!s, glass. paper, and plastk. ~ the same 
materials found In modem houseconslnlCllon, and ,urpnlll13ly. e~i~t in almost tbe exact wnc jlCn;cflUgl:$ 
$Q th<: appropriale types of mat""aI cust In ,"ht quantIties. Wood IU1d m3SUOry "·astL"S ~ •. ~ aIn:ady born 
i~cd in!<) the infon~1 bulldulg economy of Cape Town. Evcr)'thlng /Tum rccy<:1ed t,"!her. 10 briCks, 
doors. wutdow •• aOC banl,,'lIIll can be purchased a10na lile ,."..Isidcs ill the Cape fiats. What ~altial is there 
fl)l" those matcnals t!url ... ..., not httn specifically dc,ill'Ol:!d foreQllStfUClion lI5C~ lIeyncn " 'rues: "CnU<;ISITI 
and n::silolaocc remain In my vicw an obhi/lllon; but t h~"SC no;«! l11li be confined 1<.1 !be: most ad,-anc:cd 
matc:nals and lOChn.qlQ' I .. a Sltuahon ",hero: illS nol clear pn:ciKly what progress IS and ... bat ccchDlqnes 
can be called the DOSt advaDCcti. a Imutation hke thIS IS no 1onJ!Cf relC\1IIIl .... Temt eott;o IS 8 pmne 
eumpl., of an R ... ~t n'~"'"~t ,10., 10M bff.n ".Nl In ,'''' m,,,' ""v~"""" 1.",hn,'I"'''' _ ~",h .~ "" I ............ of 

thc.pace shullk. According kJ tlus logIC, indUSIfIBllll1d COIlS\lIlII:I" W!lSIeS should aoo be uplorrxl for Ihelr 
\"101m".!. l1Ie degn:o:: ohocial a<XlqlIancc of many aitcmati"e bt" ldml'ystans. COIIlponcnts. and materials 
is unknown; howc'eJ the genera l acceptancc of the May"'jc Ilou$le by It$ ""'fICI$, and thc communII)', both 
youn. and eldeny has b<:<:n SUI"]lri.';ng. The number of f,,'orablc I.'OI1lIl1Cnts and complmll:nlS. csJlCCially 
fronl som.: of 11K: olrkT, ttDdillonalty dr~"SS<.-d woo ...... I/ldlCaleS great poteollal , It tlsu rno!vcd my coo.:cms 
aboul "fcl .. fOfCIn' Ihe condilion of 1'O'.""'y" . Sodall)' Rap ... "lbl, llou,IIIII_. 
An mdYSIIIIll.'I:oi.:laical hIlUsUlg productioo !i)'$lem, whoch opo;tat~ tItroogb malllP\l!atlQl! of those !lam" 
devlcn used by the stalU5 quo, could Illso employ the brandi", tlClIC.. TO\Io-"I1Sh,p lItIwork hal acquIred 
• SOI1 o( Mbnlnding.~ Individ""l pieces ean be: rocogmlCd m xaUerios around the "'orld. and have \IIincd 
value in eolk:ctlvc a8SOClahon. Tbc: ~Bfi examples fOl" sale on lhe streets, capilali7.C on Ihi~ "brand Image.­
By querylna and nillquJ'" thc:cot'Ponuc home image, and dC'o·clopwlln endemIC producllon of dwclhnas 
throll¥ll a valllC·ttJdm& process of arcbltl.'Ctlnlly tr.InlIfonniol ph)'Slcal matcrl8!! WIth hll ie marleet val ue, 
and IhnlUgh a bra~11II of . South Afncan house inla&" II may be pOSsible locale and maintam IIICOn'Ie and 
profit Wlt.h the prllk'lllnal Can homop:FlCIty be avotoro in producllQn in volvlnll brandinl? Mit lII:!y be 
poUltcd OUt right aWlY \hal, ",ho.-mos I"-on ha 5OIJ1Ctht", lIl'Cpbccablc and unIque aboul II.' prod"'" QII 

be reprodU«d CUell)'. and is in fllCl the n:suh of rcpeIi livc acts and gcstll=. M" Ahhuu&h houses poudllCcd 
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1IrK'~..,- Ibis mode would be «MI1m xlm", ~..,. o;oIIld Bl w be 'wolb ' ",d 'lOll ~unpl} proo.t~CIli The 
grell Vllriabiluy, IUId ,!,vaSlly of mJllilnal w;lSte TnIIleriait II one faclOr tlltl would lend 10 " evenl 
homog~'IIiZJ\llon of pruducuon. An "'lIA",zoo Pl"llKllIm of col!aboroCIQfl between uniWl1ill_C5. I!""~"..menl , 
prio'lllC 'mlu,lt)', and local community _ impl<:llIcntcd nod"idlll l!y through illl'kn. prQjccll woulJ IL«> dClcr 
un r",mlly. Funhermort:. the r$lol."1Ihl l basil of such 3 prGJm1I, rooted in c\:l;1 sirullllic Ilsdf COIl .• adieD 
1M. uni f(W[ll pl.,;-cl=r.css promokd by "",ooo.m,, modemily Accord",!!. 10 LA:febvrc: - As ~Jf 11.<: cll~S 

stru&Sic,;1$ role in Ihe )lI"OIlllClion Jf5pl1CC U 'canimal Oil" in tlull Ihls pnd""I.OII is p«rl/l'''':..! 6(old y by 
classes. fl1lC"liuns of clu$cs. ,lid g!'3up!l rqIflSi..'I1Il1UVC 0( "laifllCS. Today n!Ol\ lhan evel the "Jus '111111&11: 
IS mscribN in 6j11Ce rlllk«!. il is Ihl $lrUgle llooe whICh pn:v"tll~ 1b$trlK"l ~plCe flOl lak nl! o.te, Ihe 
w 10k: pland and papenng over.U d rr~"feII"el. Only IIot: clns Slruu1c has h : ;apac;Iy 10 di ITcrcr tiutc. 10 
gcn:rate dl ff~..,-l'Il(:es ~;'1t,;h arc no iolnnsic h. <'COIlllni..- growth q,j{j $Irll~1.}, ' Iogic' or 'sYSlem' IIlJt IS 
Ie Slty, dllTm:rICcs whch an: nd!h...,-mduced II)' nor lICecplatlc W 1iu.I !!.rowdl. H 'Clasl ~7UUI = b~ .1S very 
.... run: demands "",hg........., <k>vdoptlcm _ .;lwIsc &om IDsttle, In..! cconOll"} lU • iIOClaJ l11ec~am9;l based 
01 inditlOO, Cllllllle, commulltt~, nd IOkTUlI fllfCl:lJ, The 101II1l<'$i!t il £.'''1;:_ tM."t:lop"'~"· - fro" , 
tk OOISick, <I, an ""01""1Iy ba.c:d on ron: gil InVClImt.'t\I. It:Chnology, an,l d:pcnden Oft Ihl3o: c~lc", .1 
fJfCQ. 1:J.1Ig~"llOUS devdor-Il ...... IMIls 10 tc Ibe sort 0( dc.clopmcm pronJtoo by hq,crnOtt.t «anom,e 
nader.Uly. 
M et\llcmic, ~ PfUdU::11lHl Ilso has 100 abilll)' 10 rctnfllfCC (ho-c·ling. I" 1111111) i ro.i8~l1UU' 
uJU.lt"a, ~me plxes M'C oIl.c, lSSOC l"cd Wl lh elienl$ n.L le..:11 .1aL0CIt. "1"1110011 Il,i, ,claliUIlShip, 
plllCe and 1.ndac:apc In: ,ied IUl~ people Jnd Ille Clh;", 0 · thc JI'OII9. r ,. IJlllInpk ·TIl .... cUlnT II 100 
pi.,,, " '1Im: Mbulll WIS hll by 1I1ui:k wllikl runmn, utTwilt 1"'01.'11 chlC ki.n - or HTbac open l1el4 LS IO"h~.", 
\(Ichacl foJUrld I 100 ItiIJ 1101<: IJer he:lpln~ the ohl WOlnlr eany her arocw "".- ln lhe: 11111", wly IlLrougll 
:nOOgen<IWI .,., uf mc:a..1 mgl"ul JI'"h Mccnu:rJ prodllCUOtl Ctlll<:mlc buildLllll Lhal bcnelics Ibe cn:munily. 
I group's 50(:111 urJ(lW"e. vtlUIS, If!d mc.roory are n::llforc:cd lind d ... ",II." iI fonift.:..J. IJ) rea:Me<:lmg 
the production proc:CSS ""1111 mo=.n~¥ful w:n, "" em ... "1'1111 dlgrt il~ 10 III<; hUIfWi.,1E (lf~. Lefebvre 
" 'riteS, 11Ie hlslun>;;alltld its cotu.eqUCt"IC!S. ,he ·dlK. ... 1It"1C·, lhe "Ilymo'cr' of Ioca 10l"Il In It-( _ of 
"ltal happened . 1 I JIIIl1lcuiar !pOI Of pt.:" Wld tber.:br eltUlacd II III ofLlt j bct:0tnC1 il\Sl,nbo.>J .n space. 
~ pasllcaw,,, itl lraca; ILme hr. lIS O'IIn acnpt. Yccll"l lpac" is I IWl.}s, now InJ forn'crI~, a ptVtnl 
..-~ aivcn as an rmmcd.ae ~ltok, co nplcle WIth ItS _ I .. ions ar..) atnn(lCliu s In Ihcl- ao;mallly. 
Thus produclton 1f't"OC"'" aul ptOl.UCI pn~l lh"m~l~es .Ill 1"'0 IIlM:po.mble a...pccu. -,at:.! IWQ !<Cpaflblc 
Idr:u. .... 

'Ju fIOI "i$1r 10 he,,, ~PNIC oj 11:tt1l .. 1,,<;1 U /OeM oflJutt .. hklr 1:1 diffi_1I .... l~fI "'lII"do: do ""' interul 
_ / .... Llf/Iy m/enJNJ iII/1tc1 ~ "kit u orrgmal. 'O"tgiMr/ ' /It the seMf i;Jf" origin. to.: rr-n:ob.t<hmtnf. of 
bqp""lrrg agtlln. .if gui", '" 11t/!~. "'hklr i.-plln IU u IJIt:'ICf! of_,hlng 1~.n)", .... w .. i~I". .. We 
1JfI_~ o-"':s In 1M p/oxt: b.Jl1tn/ itt II, tutJfoll ie pro"'"" 1M ~u ,"",111:1 pre"IfC~ IS ou" 
projft;l . ... t' ~ """" In'<> tit.; prot'nt:e flj"IIIt' plor9

_ .. .",.,~ ...... tI""'~ u.J lOp(;~1r... 4' I"mh~, 
bill pllKt' ai.m lIf/oknt!JOd in I" I'"*U of n""")OOy t:"''''~, He NIW! Made , .. Sum.by ~Irofl . 0 '" projt:t:t.· 
• CiK_ P,ItOJ 

'TbGc: wools /"CICWId ,,",lIh me:, _cd I think, thae-.crJunCOOl. ofalilhe lUl.&hu In tt is projec t 'I/"e perhaps 
the motI significant. II II IlrIf'Llt'!Slbk: III hv" meaninjfully in the "vrl:1. or, a: .. a;..:rut.. CI 10 build 
meaninsfully Without !.Uti" ne Sunc!lty 5Irull L wUllkl III....., pined nul",," 1 - leamcJ n<>llt..ng _ ,f I had nul 
h§lcnod 10 Tony 15 he offered to eoll«t eMIl "'-nlt me. If I had no! lifted . 5hovcL wi ll An IOOI{). Zulu§3. and 
theOlhcn. Ifl had not ,,·aJted&.wu O!i.crTambo Dnv~ in sc_1t oflu..,1t .f! bad _ :sp;ke_" illl Pc:t:" .. 
Paltnon"" or the- "om1:n cll1r plllgmorurotTbrick. on .. y " .. ylOCasIL·Bdld.. lbc"Tl<:atl "II " thil proJCCI 
h~cmbed<kd ir. 100 rc\aIionlJl..,s. the M\wotb of everyday ~c trotllLapal the I!J01II>d. .... Ils. and 
tv<If uf the MlIYlIlJc Houst!. 
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WEEK 

1 

2 

J 

• 
5 

, 
7 

• 
TOrAL 

TOTAL MATERIALS 

TOTAL LABOR 

REAL COST OF HOUSE 

RANDS PAID 

CCMPARlSON 

ROP HOOSE COST 

STANDARD WAGES 

MATERIALS (SAR) PAID LAEOR(SAR) SWEAT EQUITY (SAR) 

6,053 1,073 1 ,500 

3,667 700 1 ,500 

3,084 1 ,390 1 ,500 

792 2, 175 1,500 

-',961 1,958 1 ,500 

5,285 1 ,605 1 ,500 

5,8)2 4 ,608 1,500 

4,040 5,831 1 ,500 

36,720 1 9,) 46 12 . 000 

(t~'" "que Ban.,." 
·.I ..... te ~ Ue 1M 

36,720 R • 54% of raal coat 
31 ,346 R - 46% of na1 coat 

-t ... ' • '_" r~n.~ll 
,.'," b<-q: p .. d , T II" 

hll .. ct db' •• W 

68,066 R 
56,066 R 

15,000 R 

HOUSE SIZE 59 . 2 SO .M. - 1 , 1 50 R/SQ . M. 
HOOSE SIZE 59 . 2 SQ . M. = 950 R/SQ. M. 

IIX1SE SIZe 15 . 0 SQ .M ... 1 , 000 a/SO. M. 

LABOR 50- 100 RIB HOURS SKILLED LABOR ~ 250 R I 8 H<XJR 
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~, the end "'hen thc do)'l where I1I\ICh looter Ihaa. day ohouId be. i .... i$h, _Ill """,, I""" yaulll1 ~ ......,. 
Ih,,"~, 

~. 
non .. '''''' "",Irick'. II ..... ' .... 
I .... ..... m 
dnld 
Mrthur 
m!chad 
mkhM'. bn:MhI'r ... 
. .. IoMlla 

, .. " 
·",kI". 

'"' -din,,), f'IjI, 
1hI' 1&11 "uld tJd 
i ....... 1d lou 10 drdiaoc ..... pro"",,'" _..,.;1I00'I)' - t_;"c,.",;bIe mco """'" i mel"" lhe.tn:ct iD!:a1l< bay 
Mule t ...... coIlocIi", .... IOO)'IIk.ed it h" rould hc.p me OUt ~ two> mu 5pCIOl Ihe ... n.gI", ~nJcr dw: mun 
bridc~ .. "hen _ mcI. and oonIInOI<d 10 do '" do"",1ho: """'" pro;ra .. uoept. for It.. lime lhey opcnloveml£hl al 
dw: 'u. pn>ICCII.,. 111: .,.,."IN .... I ...... 1Cfi.lIo tlOffl!lld\.. dI()..oy be booo:k .. Ihcif >pOI und<:r lIw: ro .. , arch of til< 
train bro1ce .. !his ~............. ""'y ...... ..-IIn nlel me ... .., mom;", ..... oflm un .. ""k.....ts ber"", ,unriS<! f<ll" 
..... dnv~ II) Uae"II:. I enuu.cd then> ooIoly ,,'jth th" (lbricatloa of .... J«onIJ run of pancla;. whll:!> thcy '""'~t<:tN 
nawlco£ly, -"'inc lhnJ "">1", ~I<oon Ih"""" the (oIi .. ~ primi.,. of III<: weI concn:tt lOny I •• mas"'" "'~kkr MIl 
pn»'idrd me w,th ="1 ino;.lplJ ,,,,,, Io..-aI ronollUClion :..:hnlq_ ... "",io wU b)' for !he hanbl .. 'Orkrr, ~n:I .. 'ly <Ii""". ",,~,qc '""'".".,"'. and ~v ... ~"hiod' .. <>III h.ankto:d '""''',;RiC when m,~aIto:s we", mode, ond nev .. e,'c:r with 
a "nsJe cu:npl:I'nl. 
III .. """!Ie """' ... ...."n- ba,'~ btocomc ....... "y ... IIIJo<;I Ihc dcdigl,OII of IhQe ,"" ')11"11",,,' lIS lhey dcscritnl 
tbcmodv ..... f.,.. """ """ bave boco> two 1""" fo.,Q - ltrnerOU~.I"i,,* men .. ho dtMT>e m"~h ......... lhan ,<»uk! 
Ii ... them, and """,h ann: <han til< ""<>rId h .. dc-&II lhem. i wilt be fore"" In deb, lei them fIJI !heit mmpw>iomh'p.. 
""oWm, and J>W',.,ip,u<)II In lhi> visiooo. 
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"'nt to ""t lilA In tusk, """u,dn'l !loci Me anyvhu .. t>n Olhec T&abo DU~ •• CelIe.! hi., 
e"un end d,.""""red 'hat ~" "U In 1i"'l~le.u, on Oh~er TaN><> ad., " .... ~ h .. ~r~p~'­
dlncuon •. 
~ ~'k ••• 9QnI.lnqly .Iow. 
Booqht ,,10" •• 10 • • ~rroD •. 
Strung line .. ~'veen corne. pi" •• ' top of !oo.~r leval. 
0\1 ... c.II..:!, s,ill no:) truck to '1~t th~ CIo" • ... P .... I. I'v., _n ".Iti"" r ... 1 " .... h 
now. T.~ to hire a t.uck. 
T~ ,ost k~pa goln" up "Ith .oIl .~ •• probl .... 
St •• ted pOUrl"q loo •• rs. 
1 "r-I t).u ... 18 undo ."" or ........ 'one, one 50 k<r I)." or "-'On. 
"aye to hav. "~e clOdu<e about the .e~. pipe 'o-orro" or el .... ~ · II juat have to ellq 
,he dGep .r~"eh 'I"ht acro.s the lot1~~ 
I <.t~~ to r~el"n 11'Ia :.YOUt ."aln. 
~allzed tn., I can u •• 2~.1~ A""I. ,.on ,f ! turn ,t.~ de~.~. f.~ h"w I had deo.~"od 
••. Yea' In. ~Il "Ic,o.y! 

Thura . 23. 10 . 2003 
1In'"nlo 1\.0 conUnue<! dj 'l"lln~ to 1",,_ !O" .. nwer c,,"necticn ""I.) . th. "thu ... " , .. ned 
.. ~nchM and I~" .. And I dId ._ ""n. ievehnq. 
W~ v~.e ju.t .bnut '0 ••• rt pourln" ..., •• foot ••• "han Tony and Antonl0 decided to I!ft 
tha athar ... nhol. c" ..... r t" • .,. 1f t~~ oewu il"" ran tc I t , b<tcau ... Ve .tll' h.dn', 
!"~nd It. 
1Wtly to 0 NM,,1e CoVet r"u"d? I>tIc.~u th~y""." ~.uvy th~t when yo" .1" ... h ... t>&ck 
:nt~ pl.co YOU cAn'l Uok th .... hllin~ l"to the open ln". If th"y ar" ro~nd thoy can't 
lall .n. It."y don't hove '0 be In ."y puU"ul..- "ri"ne-U"n, .nd 'h~y can b" tllt"" 
"PIln ", .. lor.\ 
Anyv.y, ... dloc"v",od .~t the "rlqin.1 Nohol" .. ~ h.d boen look.n~ •• "". IU.' • ato,. 
duin, lind the plPll ont""n" wun't 0 ... nw~< 1',,,,,. Th. "n ........ nho\" t"at the quy. ","d 
jun 0Pllnod "" tho a."o< ff • .,. .... 11. and .hlt f . .,. t in" bYI. Aod, th" ... "".a no whit. 
PV(, ~Ip .... n!~rlM it dlt~"tly. ,..! au"PIl""''' ~'Iq!n.lly. the wh,.o ."wu p.pe .t .n .. 
cornu or cur olt" o .. at run pIITpendlcul .. to th .. ltiddla of n.e road .. h" ... U M",h up ,,, 
to" ' .... n ......... lIell, at I ... , .. a k~o .. "" ... 
Only 'wo cho,o.o 00", """ •• to c~t a~<OB' 'h~ .,l~ d.a9nn.lly, LI'I. o'h~r 10'0 takG Lne 
~jpe .rcund Ihn Cn'~" w,t" • 'O-deqro@ band. 
The d''l9'n'l w.1I t .... u~~ ",.,., .. " .. n.1 t~ .. "o.n_. and v~ .... n'. holI .... ", br .... k up . 1'1" .I.ah 
Ie.,., t"e "Id ol1&c~ cn "hlch WO MV" b"M .hin9 concnt... Ilut It ..,.n. on e,~'a I""~tll 
of pIpe, pI" •• n o:l><lw 1110 R ,DUll lth. PVC c.-. ~n 6a I .. n~~h •. l 
It I hod kppt l~ bo.hoo.,. 'n the cor" ... I,k" tho "~'Qjn.1 deot"n, ;t vculd hov .. t:oe.n at 
1 .... t ~~y~ chup ••• lOut! thO"'lt.t there .... ahQth~ .... ...,. ""nn"cU"n on n" s<>"th S,,,-. 
The i".p~ct"r uld l~ .. 'e .... n'., b<1t f.c. look,n~ n U .......... l~nct3 .,.,.109 In',, th .. 
... n~,,1 •• i'o our. tMr .. Ie .• i." th., n~'9hbor'0 bathrr><es .... &)009 th .. S",,'h s.e ... t 
.nd .nlB I>e runninq in'" ,h .. ""nt,. "r t ho .tt .. ~ t , but .. ~ ... r. I, tho conn .. cUGD ooxnn 
Sho .. ld ho ... don~ ..... r .. uo.c11 'M" InU Del"H' stuUn" ..... Y".y - "" t~o spc>t doc'''''n, 
I d""i<Sed to run tM .~ ... t 11n .... " .. nd t~ .. ""<nO, '0 Iu>ok up ~o lno .... htlnq tnaY" 
pi"". 
! 'l.tc~d OUt • dr,i,," o"d ~nt to ~y the .. t~rlal. ~hll~ t~~ quy, .tarted dl'l9lftQ. 
W~.n I <e.u.n~d snd .tuted •• ~lftq It Oat 1 r ... ll ... d ~hat .. ~ do.:qn "a~ nOn<) Ii had 
bo~h to. I .... en •• rie. Inl l .. d "t tb .. ~n~ rrGO> asp •• a •• b'An~I.! So I ,.de.,qn8d 
It and return&<! tbe fi"lft9" 10< "tbor.. Tl'I ..... urn proce •• '" not ... eeootb be .... n s.... 
b~1 ." I .... 1 ho"~ on acc'"'"t ItO l~.at ! Can ... 111<" l~'nql tl1&t , do not "".d. 
:, .... rt,,~t U. t~o"nd tl_. .. qol tI •• __ r lJ"" •• 0 pla"o and tb" trench hlled by 
the and 01 .h. doY. 
I .... luncMI_ I t"ld tn" qU~' n .. "e _st u ..... \1 t"" !oo·~r. pclur.,d by <b .. end of the 

day F'1<I&~.1 

r.-. 2t 10 200l 
S.art.cld lUl<1nq conc ... te I_.ed.ately. 
~ d.d '1Ie f"'A: lev"lln" "Ith lu~" •• nd _ .. unq I1n .. . 
/I.d t< plao. bl",,· •• 1""" .h .. r .... ,.ide t .. ....".,. _ ... t~ ... 1~ "f lb • .,n • ...,". d<>vn to 
b<Ol .... II' ... IUQI "I <11,· 100 ..... Me.e ,,,," foot .. r .. ;\1 be )"" about a' qr""",, I""el, IOu, 
_ ,l1d .0 .... CI1 d'Q"i"'l tb., ."'" u~"_. no;> lon'J'" ~ .... " hard 0<19"., 
I .. pent .h .. day bulldinq ."" edqu for .1'1. roe ... a, strln"lnq line., In .. 1i.nq, .nd 
scrMd."" 1M o>n~nt~ f.,.. .... a ,o..v.d .lId _.' '" n·_J. and p"tllnq ucl1G. p.n •• n 
p:ac@. 
~n. lunch to ... ve.~"" •• u ... .,. and peppe.s and "nlon •. 
...rur lunch Ole .vlte""" to .... h or 1.S .. 11_1 08.tol ... nd, 1.5 .,,,,,D, 1 t>a~ c_nt. 
ITh •• ,. 'h" .... Ct proportion q ..... n t~· I"undatl"n .. Ihcvn ~" th~ c~nt 0.".) 
At AbOut 6:00 ,. 8t ...... d .al"ln~ a bit, 1 hopo .~ ... ""ncr .... will 10" O~. 
~ hn •• hed .t ~,or 
t ""Id 'h .. 9"YOO, and !u~ .... nd ,." a1&". 
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...... Ol . l 1.~OOl 

iItIlutned the ."nted t_1m 
Plc~"'" up tooh !n ... S&ooon ",<:he! 
T.oIUd to thi> "~~e and und 'lIu~a U:>out '1'10 del: ...... y 
Drov .. to P .... rl 
TOOIIJ _ 1 ...... _~Md ""U.r." t~ .. ':'r.a In tI ... to ............ about 1200 ur ... ~.,<t. 
TII<r .. ; _M to 151flolll 1-0 ' .1' ttle n .• _ I", lIold'~Q the lUnd "I' off th" '1,o"nd. 
"" ,,1,,_ "" 1-. ... for .. b~ H _ 'lOth th" ","n ... ay:nq "" th. f'_r.' 0>.0. til" spa,,- 10. 
til" conCt"t .. oe~ deeper. 
O,led .:.n .... " 10" •• nth I-,-r._d oll 
Cut 4noe.1. to. the bolt bo: ••. 
Plao.d ~l •• t 'lie COtr ... a •• n '1~pa lett at th .. '''t~r.~tlon bol~n , COna. 
flaner_ a~d pla""<l ...... I _oil - bent th~ tu. "n<te to '1" .. nu ~ <I wile • • tlut b<llt IInl •• 
• ill be. 
S.artod po".l~ COnr.,et .. 
10 Il''''~ s." d. 10 lit .... ato"",. 1 ~O ~ "-'I c_r' 
10..., bIotc1l .. r .,.,.-.c.et. will III t wo forae .. !th .bout. bucht Of """Ct.t" e n ... l 
I>'u.-..::I 4 panela 
1~1' .. ~ •• at l,lOpe 
~t~~ bo~~ to St . .1 ..... 
Tnr.v and Anto",o au Bnylnq t ile nl'1/1l at t ile workahop . 

Tue. 04 I I 200l 
rhl ..... rn 1~'l I c.,l1ed o..ta ""rkoh"p to 0 ... If 'h ~y ","uld .. II ... _ •• ~.n •. 
Thev ... d ll'" "an. ~~uld l>e ... <Iy on W~dnnd.>V ""rn'n~. 
Tl'en I went to tK:1 Lo clI..., ' aboCl I>onow.ft9 ~ool. 
D.-ov" to hatl 
Tllft quV' dl<1n ' ~ ~ve •• much dono ." 1 thouqht t!lev "ou, d . (J had al~&d 'hp.~ '0 II and 
.111_ the ... n.lo up . They ""dr " .h._ o . Ollood ..... "h . o~d _.e 1u,' .'U" ~9 to pour 
at 10 ..... \.o,er tony U:d ,hat h .. hd,, · . un~ .. \ ond .. ~at l _on' bV.hl_) 
f ~.I",ed thl dl~qo,,~IB <0 ,qUATe l~ .~t ~( (0 ••• (12pa~ .. I./ro"l ,.~ fo ...... n'l 100 
h. off b"":.".,, .. I th .. t~dar d _",,,n.ton or til_ ~~ •• 
II<> pour ..... ".,th ... 9 paMh 
For ueh !>IMl '~.o pe<J. tood to l>e .UUted to _u. u t e they ....... n .~. con .. ct .pol 
.nd ~ ... dr·t Deen . n""....,d .... , .. I p l.coo by '-lI. o.cno..:! board. Ka~~ of Ul_ I>6d to be 
r ... dju.ted. 
All th" .tee; .eeh BUI. be s'r.'9~'e~ o.(or. us,n" It. 
IIIe $oIu,.'>e<! tM plan .. ud tIled prlr.llnq .. n .. of U,,, !>Inel. . a .... ned f .. rl~ _II . but 
'10' ..... ..:! " !>en w ... .o.1~.tId h oDd « "",,'ed a .. q&l~. 
W.'ered tb. panol. ~fo.e l ... v:rq. 
!cow. tw , 10 It.J ..... 1.0, •• u-oW'd 10:00 

.... d 05 11 200) 
,',eUd . .p ca" ... 0.13 ... 
T~.V .! ,n t>o;,..lV!lt '~T\lU. (""~U cor.v", U bl. VII _tIel 
'rDv. t~., . t< talk 1-0 bonD .. too18. 
<ov. to Paul ru,._ CUU"'I n .• poIrtlU b V du~ .. . a~" ~I .... r.~ t"- .. or~.pac •• 
~. <lV'"9 or th. !>I"_b " It II pl_"t dldn'~ OlD ... I lie d 1'1 ... ,,<0<1. I cDIIl rin ', .~_ to '1_ ' 
.~ ~.'Y neh •• colo. I • • ""~. 
I ... v Ouy a oaq ~t . h,t. ~ht to ... It 1 ~n 'le t the tight cDlor WIth It. 
~h', t· •• b,r ""U~." .-.. tile . ~ar .... ""ftd. It !I •. ot • ""f'i bl~Uto"~ . 
•• ~d.lo~. I"", It.&I.uOury .. h ich 11 no. a~ hard . SuI _" •• yon ... yo I t' . t~ •• 1>01t. 
the par-.l. will ~ .'<ong ."o~~h! 

'til" .. 0' 11 ~OOl 
Ornve to th. lit. In t~ ..... n1 r.~ and hired thre8 ... . . 'lo Y. 

but • 
I hop. 

Drove to Ca.hOUlld to 9_1 tile t,_< to< n .... U pl.te. a nd llle ,'ut 01 the plUOlbloq 
~tuH. 
Then I had 10 ul<. !ul<IU in to TIl .. ~ahd n· . wi t h lu<Jqaq ... n<\ r ood (0 ' !taoel · . t rip In 
tho ta.te~n oope tor ~ (un.r. l . Th~ ~,,~ we 90t back ~o ~h •• 1te Ha •• 1 "a' led Oecau .. 
,h. 1>.0<1 (n<'1ottu h .. III l>OOX ""d they vouldn't l .. ~ her " " ~~." bus w !t~g~1 it. 
,,~ ""<I Ig drlv. bac .. nto Cap. Town to d<:liv.r It. GCl l t her .. In 'I .... 
GClt .tu~' I" <uo" 1I0U' u.tilc 0 " th ..... y bec~ to t he Ut •. 

140 



141 

",. !'mI<h ph,lotqlhn '.< lftII" .. 1 ..,."n. o •• he ""lIlIIn IX "fIK" ""t.. II .. , lob.I apUII..c . y........ H~ 
"",Id; on M .... ... LIIlnlinc obw' roo""IIIdiIy. WIour. aaJ IIIIIcria/lSIn. 

Hc~lbben, Bill , Hope , Hu..n find Wild : T~u~ Storie. 01 LJv/n9 L19htly on the 
Lutll . 5.o1nl PfluL : H~ng.y Hind r r ,,'''' 1995. 

"",,,tn,,., Th--.", ~. ThE> Pe"9uin OlctloRiry of Philosophy. !.ondan: Pe n;\Lin, 
1000. 

KJ., ~k.s. The He.rt oE Redness . Oxfc.d: Oxfo r d Un!ve r llty ' r ille, lOOO. 

!ly.r., e.G. MA Study Into tile DelfCloplt(.!nt of fI "ro,",.hip.~ B.B.Sc. '!'he"le, 
Unlv.nily of CaP<' To wn , 197 1. 

~o .. ""'r , I'ete. , lid . "rile F;nd of Architeclur"? Doc.....,nls Ind Hlnjf~stos' Vi.,nnl 
ArCh,t.,clure Confe r en"". M ~nich: Pre"tel , 1993. 

Th< PrOO.:te.;l"'P liom • ty"",,",um <;(IItIjIO<C!<l <:>f m. IC'IIdl.,..-chll«lt wiLII,. !he ~L""""VI$l' 
"",bit"",,, ... 1 5<:<: .... 

... «Hnl""l!ml;.IYe lAI.Iy",' of III< JIOImbal for tbo ..... of posI-aKI!IUI2I!tf WIll' _nal. b ,he pA)"t>.kNL of 
OOu" ng. I' rom 'M!<1Itdt COIIdllCltd lIlNIIgb \lit C ...... U Ulli~"y 5<'1I00I ohrd"_~ dllllll3 the 10'$. 

SlInnllt t, ~Ichard, 1h" SpAC". of ~,acy : Rao~! Wallenberg L@ct~ I·II. Ann 
Arbor : Urlv~rlltr of Michigan, Coll,,9" of Arch.t"ct"r. I Urban Planning, 
199B. (Il~o s .. Flesh a"d Srone, and The Fall of IVn.1 

Sl~., Al"a . o. ~rJtjn9s 0" AzchJ[ecc,,~ •. Edited by Anton.o Anqelllio. 

T~a" , Yl-Fu. $f»r:-e I"d PII"'" The f'/e,specl1w: 01 £xperle"(:t!I . Minneapolil: 
Unlveraily o( Mlnne.Oll Pr e"", 1911. 

Pm:cplIII6ofp...,adIllf'l' .. from ..... P<"'<P«-"'" f1flluman .""""me.; The.",,,,,,,,.,~ For 
II ..... pllIt'e .. ,,",CUlnI),. IpKt' M &ttdom. ... ~ on: IIIaCbcd D OK ...t lane ID: 1tao IIIheo 

T~,"bl.n , Kate ~ .. A """1111 ror Writeu 01 Tetll'l P"pcu , 1hi!""a, I"d 
DI" .. " r tl,i",,,s , 6" 11'<1 . , ."v. J'OM Gros!Ullan, ana Allc,. Bllfln,.t~. Chlc" I1": 
Unive r sity of Chl.::ago Pr"u , 19~6. 

Wilbur, )(,'n. A Theory of £veryth.inq : Ion rnteg~lled Vi .. ;on fo r Bu"i"r>ss , 
I'oHlIcfl , Sel.,,,,,,, I"d Splr!tu<llJty . Boston , Shambhall , 2001 . 



T~e quy. l.vel~ and ~e~~ the floor •• n~ pl.oo~ ~e ~ly.<y'vn •. 
Then we fillod the apac •• I n t~ poly. tyrone with 5011s and lovol.~ .n~ ~poJ .e ~W". 
POUt~ Lho llvl1>q fOOlO floor 
Tony did t ho lClvd ln~ ~nd .cuodi.n~ 
Il loo~a qCK>d but It h way out or lnaL 
~. hid the tl~r on ~e top ~f tho tin roo~ ~ r ~n. ~r the ~aylnj .. '. exlotlnq hOU'~5 50 
thOt It wouldn't be .ean, an~ If anyone did try to oteal 1t they would .. k. nol •• qettlnq 
the tUol>to, ott t..~e tin roof. 

hi 01.11.2003 
j went to buy acre c~n~, a n d 'lot oome u.ed ~rick by the elao ot the toad and l".~d it 
lnta th .. tnn.port that I had hi rod, 
Poured tho ... t ~tO~ and a bo.t~ layer .. r the othet r~.. There va. too ~ucb atono 
1n on" of tho mlxu and '00 .truq~lod to level It. It w,," • hot ","y .nd til.. CQnCr~ t ft 
.. u drying way too h.t. The quy. tOt'J<!t to put .tone l,n .noth"r batel>, And u I was 
".alnq ov ... to .ell th ... t"" put non. in , I n.pf>Qd ot{ the toundotlOn a nd twlstod .y 
.nU. fAIrly badly. 

SH ~8 , 1l.200l 

~t to the .Ite . arl y, had breakfa.t. 
The quy. ~ta't.d levellnq the ~tlo .r.a .nd cl •• nlng the perl.eter of the site, 
I went t<> ~H Ilvn IOOre baq. at c ..... nt and brought th_ b.o.ck in Tu~k, 
We 1!nlahed p<>urlnq the floors wIth juot • _And and e_nt "Ixtu.e. OUr ievlOilnq boa.d 
oac~ w.'ped OVe~ nl9ht. Too mu~ wat •• In the .o x. 
lhe noon 4re far t"'l1 ""rtect, but • .- day thev ,,\.11 De t11~ . My oxpoelat1ono t, .. a 
hl'lh level or VOt~nshlp are doereA"ng dally. 
"!"he ~uy~ nnl.h~ chanlnq the .~t8 .... 3<>p.o.rated the .ton .. trQlll the concut~ ru.l>ble 
and nackod tho cOncUte rubble by lh. houoe. It can .... u.~ to lay a ulhay "r _k. 
a •• Iud bed for d qUde<>, 
Thft ~tone we ota~'ed on t~o outold .. cornet. of t~. curved wall. 
Bought a co •• or .Dd. ~<"'" • p ... ing .~ track. 
\.eft .at .r<>und 2p"', 

NOn , 10 .11 . 2003 
Left houoe lu.t before 1 :00~ 
.... col:ecud .""'" bctt:u t,,,,,, the <ecycll~9 place at ~~l~ Bay and ~r_ th. Ol'/IIIPi. 
c.! •. 
At the "ito I built the tilt-up concute torms for til" .mall ".lIs at the and:< ,,~ tile 
curved ~"':'l. I used lu_. ha. the .11 I pl .. .,1 .,~e"pt fOt t~o I>o<oni 'hat thtl ",Ino 
bott:ea relt In. 
WQnt to buv c~nt . 
TM quyo .. hed Cane,ote aod !l!led ll>. to .... and IUdo th s"~l1 window openlng. tor the 
batt: ... ~VG,yon. worked on t.b<uo a Ilttl., Indudin9 tuHu'. trlonda, 
Alltonlo laId the b.lcX fer the patio. " e atlll h.v .. "",n than hal! of th o patio to 
00. 
TOny ~tched place. In U.O noo, _:tab wher. It had na ~ $d up b<>cau.o It "' .... nered lOO 
.""n. 
Laf t .... rk at abou, 7,OO~ 

TuoI". 11.11.2003 
Bought two ~ •• ~9' ot cc~nt today , and ~d. two trip. ove. to Gugole.u to buy brick. 
by tho aid<> o! thl road Nanquud Rd .1 1.5.ond.' II per brlckl 

I hnhhed lay\n~ tn. I>"tlo, I Intu<k:d to hne .. h.«lnqbane p&ttetn, ~ut becau .. each 
'ow ~d &n odd n~r o! brlck., th. two horizontal and two vert'<al of the he .. rlngbone 
alway. left me with one .~ l<a. So it ",al Anlonlo'. Ide. <0 .~tlm.s put on. horizontal, 
.""",.1 .... _ th .... , and 'QIIIOtlmn ~"" . ~nd to vary It with nch row. Tho ,e.ult was a., .. , 
o f Mondrtan ~Hecl. I tlk. ho~ Il lurn"d ou,. 
We .. I xo;! anoU, .. batch c~ <onc",,", and finl.hed p<>udn~ the o,her bOttle ~all. 10ny did 
the . Indo_ openlnq. {ar It, Zu k l •• cl.an@d up the "thor windo_ vall. 
Many ptlOpla have bo •• n 8toPP1n9 ~y to .ee ,,~at we ar .. dolnq. s.:- are Inte, .. ud 10 
le ... n~nq '0 they "an un the t<l<!u, othero .... 1UH ~u~lou •. All ny thoy havo n .. v.r 
unn a nOUBe l U:" this. 
We .wept .and In il<ttween the brIcks o! <be pallo &nd thon .at .. r .. d dod t Amped It. 
Leaded tools tn TUsk ror t"",,,rro~. 

"-d. 12 . 11 . 2003 
Left the house at ~ : OO today 
Drove t" S~<a to pIck up ElIot. 
Drove to Purl. 
Pullod panol. tro. !c~ GnO oj 2] c,ac~Qd 
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a fi ... 1 .. 'on! or Ihonl-J 10 my 1*""''' . ... "'" aN """I fey Ibco. ce<l§CleM support. e~me ... pMbnu. 
ond ..nun.. m:. f'IIS'_ fur t'ft:oli<ln .. a "'nod 0111-,.,...., ollhco. 1""" aN dodicllllioOl i. !he "'Ork! 




