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Fig. 54 Plan and section of Craig's Tower and Battery,
1799. Note the 360° gun traverse track with
central pivot and the hot-shot cannon-ball
oven between the tower and the ramp (Cape
Archives, no reference, and Public Records
Office, Kew, MPH 174, No 1-9). ’ 93

Fig. 55 Plan of Craig's Tower, 1799 (Public Records
Office, Kew, MPH 703) 94

Fig. 56 Plan of York Redoubt, Devil's Peak, 1815
(Public Records Office, Kew, MPH 707, No 1). 95

Fig. 57 Sketches of York Redoubt, 1918 (de Smidt,
no date), g6

Fig. 58 Queen's Blockhouse [formerly known as York
Blockhouse], 1918 (de Smidt, no date). 97

Fig. 59 Queen's Blockhouse and gun emplacement, 1918
(de Smidt, no date). 98

Fig. 60 Queen's Blockhouse, 1993, 99

Fig. 61 Prince of Wales Blockhouse, early nineteenth
century (Lewcock, 1963). 100

Fig. 62 Prince of Wales Blockhouse, 1993. 100

Fig. 63 Gun platform below the Prince of Wales
Blockhouse, ca 1918 (de Smidt, no date). 101

Fig. 64 Plan of King's Blockhouse, 1800 (Cape Archives,
M1/3713). 102
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Page from Captain Horatio Hornblower's
copy of the Gunnery Manual. (Parkinson, 1970).

Types of grape shot (Heogg, 1974 and
Hogg, 1985).

A hot-shot cannon-ball oven at Fort Knokke,
1812-1814 (Ewart, 1970).

Hot-shot cannon-ball oven excavated at
Fort Klein Gibraltar, Hout Bay, 1992.

Tools for handling red-hot cannon balls (Hogg,
1974).

Mobile field cannon, 1745. On the left a mortar
is being prepared for firing. In the centre a
gunner taked aim. To his right engineers are
constructing an embrazure. In the foreground
there appears to be a class in elementary
ballistics in progress. (Hogg, 1974).

Cannons in action in the Sebastopol siege
lines, 1855 (Hogg, 1981).

After the battle of Sebastopol, 1855
(Hogg, 1981).

Ship's cannon on wheeled carriage, late
eighteenth century. Note the block-and-tackle.
A similar pulley was excavated from the

Hout Bay West Fort armoury. (Hogg, 1974).

Mobile field cannon in South Africa, early
nineteenth century, by T. Baines.

(Africana Museum, Ref 2789).

Mobile field ordnance, ca 1780 (Hogg, 1974).
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This type of artillery on traversing gun

platforms was probably used at the Cape's
forts. (Mr David R. Barnes in a letter to
Mr Hugh Floyd, dated 13 June 1988).

Casemate traversing platform, detail,
probably used at the Hout Bay West Fort.
(Redrawn by Jorge E'Silva from a letter by
David R. Barnes to Mr Hugh Floyd,

dated 13 June 1988).

A 32-pounder carronade on a ship mounting
showing the light construction of this gun
(Hogg, 1974).

Carronade found at the site of the Camps Bay

Battery, ca 1915 (de Smidt, no date).

Cannon, prpbably 24-pounder, found at Hout
Bay, ca 1915 (de Smidt, no date).

Cannon at the Prince of Wales Blockhouse,
1918 (de Smidt, no date).

Cannon, probably 24-pounder, beside King's
Blockhouse, ca 1920 (Cape Archives,
AG 13845).

Swivel gun at Kloof Nek Battery, 1918
(de Smidt, no date).

The False Bay coast, 1993.
The Bay and village of Simon's Town, Cape

of Good Hope, from the Blockhouse, 1813
(Prior, 1819).
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Simon's Town South Battery, 1799. Note the
Martello Tower, the powder magazine and the
extra rampart.

A - Tower and Battery of 5 24-pounders and
one 13-inch mortar

C -~ Powder magazine.

Simon's Town North Battery, 1789,

B - Barbette Battery of four 24-pounders.
(Cape Archives, M4/5, both maps are part
of the same map).

Rampart wall of the South Battery, 1993.
Chapel for the South African Navy, 1993,

formerly the gun powder magazine of the
South Battery.

Kalk Bay Battery, 22 May 1854, by Charles Bedes-

Young (Africana Museum, Ref 66/2302).

View from Simon's Town to Muizenberg, 1795
{(Boucher and Penn, 1992).

A - North Battery

B - Camp of Muizenberg.

Landing of the troops at Muizenberg beach,
1795 (Boucher and Penn, 1992).

"The Poshuis"”, the Dutch military headquarters
at Muizenberg, 1795. Note the earthworks and
pallisades facing the approach from Simon's
Town. (Boucher and Penn, 1992).

Map of the 'Theatre of War', the Dutch retreat
from Muizenberg to Cape Town, 15-16 September
1795. (Cape Archives, M1/37).
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Cross Sectiun of Simple Fortification

literior uf
Fortificatton

a—Glacis e—Escarpmient (Scarp)
p—Covered Way r—Parapet
c—Counerscarp c—Firing Platforms

. 0—Ditch H—Revetments

Cross Sccrion of Fortificauon with Ourworks

Open g Interior of
Countrly : : _ Fortification
s . NS
§S§F§§\ \Q§?\ :QQT\_ ; \\\\ \Q§S§b\
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Fig. 3 Fortifications system according to Vauban (Vauban,

1740).
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Gun platform below the Prince of Wales Blockhouse

ca 1918 (de Smidt, no date)
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Fig. 68 Plan of the Battle of Blaauberg, 1806 (Cape
Archives, M6/56).
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PLAN OF CRADOCKS BATTERY.

28 Yerdiat Lok .
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Fig. 72 Plan of Cradock Battery, ca 1910 (de Smidt, no
date).

Fig. 73 Cradock Battery, ca 1920 (Cape Archives, M822).
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Although gunpowder had been known in Western Europe for some
time it was only applied to propel a projectile in about 1340
when the cannon arrived on the battle field (3) (Fig. 74). The
disadvantage of the early cannon was the slow muzzle loading
process which involved ladling a measured amount of gunpowder
down the barrel, followed by the pirojectile, priming the vent
and finally touching off the gun. The aiming of the gun was
more or less accurate according to the experience and
intuition of the gunner (4) (Fig. 75). The application of a
wet brush in between firing prevented accidental ignition of
the next load. The physical manhandling of the piece for
aiming pricr to firing and coping with the recoil made great
demands on the artillerists (Figs. 76 and 77). The breech
loading mechanism was much later, after 1840, to solve most of

these problems.

The projectiles used were at first stone mortars, which were
eventually replaced by cast iron balls of various designs. So-
called 'grape-shot', a cluster of smaller calibre iron balls,
held tecgether loosely, proved to be a powerful anti~-personnel
weapon (Fig. 78). The use of red-hot cannon balls seems to
have been instituted by the Polish King Stefan Batory around
1580 (5). The red-hot cannon ball was separated from the
gunpowder in the barrel by firstly a dry, then a soaking wet
wad of cloth. The gunner touched off the gun as quickly as
possible. This proved to have devastating effects on setting
alight the target. The loss of heat during travelling time was

minimal.

The first widespread and successful use of this weapon seems
to have been during the Siege of Gibraltar in 1782, when the
British fought off the Spanish Armada, setting the wooden
vessels alight and causing their gunpowder to explode. Red -
hot, also called hot-gshot, cannon balls were introduced to the
Cape by General Gordon during the early 1780s. During 1793-

1795 ovens for heating cannon balls red-hot were provided for

Hogg, I.V. (1974). Ibid, p. 15.
Hogg, I.V. (1974). Ibid, p. 20.
I.V.

3
4
5 Hogqgqg, (1985). Ibid, p. 16.
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had not undergone much modification. Thus we find smooth-bore
cannon dating from 1752 onwards still being used well into the
nineteenth century at the Cape. Yet distinct types of
artillery had evolved for specific purposes, such as
dismantable mountain pieces, the 1light horse drawn cannon,
mobile field ordnance (Figs. 86 and 87), such as howitzers,
heavy siege engines and garrison artillery in forts (Figs. 88
and 89).

A new design of ordnance which was successfully employed at
the Cape was the carronade (Figs. 90 and 91). The carronade
was an easily-maneuverable, quick-firing gun, which fired a
large shot at short range (8). This was achieved by having a
short barrel of large calibre using a standard iron shot. A
carronade was photographed at the old Camps Bay Battery in
about 1910. Another carronade of smaller calibre is displayed

in the Naval Museum Martelloc Tower complex in Simon's Town.

The Cape from its inception had always been well provided with
ordnance. Between 1780 and 1830 arms and armaments were
constantly shifted not only from one coastal battery to
another but from settlement and colony to various theatres of
war as they were needed or perceived to be needed (Figs. 92,
93, 94 and 95). Surprisingly few types of cannon were
stationed at the Cape. They consisted mostly of eight to
thirty two pounder ships' guns, howitzers of variocus calibres
and a few carronades. To trace the movement of these pieces in
and around the Cape Peninsula will have to be left to other
researchers. Detailed lists of great numbers of ordnance and
ammunition stored at the various forts and batteries were kept

both during the Dutch and British periods.

An observation may be mentioned, which seems to have been
common practise on the Cape's battlefields: both during the

1795 and 1806 British invasions the guns on the spot were

8. Kennedy, P. (1976). The Rise and Fall of British Naval
Mastery. London: Fontana Press, third edition, 1991, p.
149.
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insufficiently spiked and then abandoned (9). Yet the
artillery corps was one of the best trained and professional
led corps at the Cape during the Dutch periods. Was it a
subconscious act, to save what was to them an extremely
valuable and irreplaceable piece of artillery? Further studies

are required to answar this question.

9. 'Spiking a gun' means putting a long iron fish hook into
the fuse hole. This hoock could normally only be removed
with great difficulty. In 1795 in Muizenberg the British
simply drilled the spikes out of the fuse hole.
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Fig. 75 Gunner's quadrant (Hogg, 1974).

THE ART OF THE GUNNER

Some of the gear used with a cannon on
board a ship. The design of some ttems
carted, Those shown in this drawing are
French and comprise a rammey (A ) and
spenge ( B) unth weodem staffs a
combined ramomer and sponge (C) untk a
rope handle which is thack yet flexible,
and for use tn o confined space ; hand-
spikes (D] for training and elrvating ; a
wooden cartridge bos (£} and a priming
wrre (F}

Fig. 76 Some of the gear used with a cannon (Hogg, 1974).
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132 HAVAL TACYICE.

of the pan, is to be covered; and this mrt of the priming is o
be bruifed with the round part of the hatn.  The apram i
bchidwu,mdmehomhm'gupmlofdmgcrﬁmdrﬂaﬂ:
of the priming.

© gth, PoiNT vOoux cuws.—At this command the pun is, in
the Arlt place, to be elevared to the height of the objerd, by
means of the fide.Gghes; and then the pevion pointing it o
dire®® his fire by the upper-lght, having a crow on ane (ide,
and 1 handipee on the other, to heave the gun by his direflion
Sl he eatches the objed.

. Themm who heave the gun for pointing are ro fiand berween
_ the (hip's fde and their crows or handlpos, 10 efiape the injury
they might otherwik recive from dheir being fieuck 2gaindt them,

~ or iplintered by 2 fhor; and the man who atends the capnin

" with 2 rrarch is to bring it at the word, “ Poinr vous cums "

- and, knecling upon onc knee oppofite the tain-muck of the cur-
- siage, and ar fbch x diffaicr as 1o be able to touch the priming,
. is to tarn fde hend fram the gun, and kecp blowing genely upon

. the lighted mamh to keep it clear from athes  And, as the

_ milling of an zoemy in adion,. by wegle® or want of coolneds,

" is moft incxcufable, it i particularly rcommended fo have the

people. thoroughly mfbu@ed in pointing well, aad taught to
know the ill confequences of not tking proper means to hit ther
mark ; wherefore they (hould be made. @ clevare thair guns to
the utmott nicery, and then to point with the fame exadinef ;
. and, hznngcl.@!ﬂwnbjﬂﬂmhé\cupp'ﬁght, at the
T kord,

3th. Firz—The march is infantly 1o be fut to the bruiled
gart of the priming; and, whon the qun s dilcharged, the ve
is @ be clokd, in order to fmother any fpark of fire that may
remain o the chamber of the gun; and the men who fpunges

" is immedistely to plzc:}nmﬂfby the muzsle of the gun in

readines.
gth. SruRGE YOUR amu,-—-'ﬂz {ponge is © be ammed
&ren o the bottom of the chamber, and then owifted round,
m extinguith cfeually any wwmins of fre; and, when drasmn
out,  be firuck aguinft the cutfide of the mumle, o thake off
any {parks or &raps of the cartridge that may have come out
with t; and next, i end is to be thifted ready for lending ;
and, while thia is doing, the man appointed (o provide 2 car-
. tridge

WA¥AL TACTICS. £33

l:ndgzumgotolhcbax :ndbyt!xume:hefpwuunuf
the gun, heis 10 bave it ready. ..

loth. LOAD WITH caBTxibaz.—The croidge (with
the tottom end firft, foam dowmwards, and 2 wad after it} s o
be put inm the gun, and thnal 2 Jinle way within the mouth,
when the rammcer is © be entored 5 the carmidge ™ then o be
forcibly mmmecd down, and the capain at the fame time is to
Xeep his priming-wir in the vent, and, fecling the cutridge, is
to give the word Asme, when the rammer is 10 be drwm, and
not before.  While this is doing, the man appointed to peovide
a thae is to provide onc (or two, according 10 the order at dumt
time) ready 3t the momzle, with 3 wad likewile, and when the
remmer i3 drawm, at the word; |

s1th. SAOT YOUR GUNS—-The fhet and wad upon it are
to'be pue into the gun, and thruft 1 Lule way dowm, when the
raruper 18 1o be entcred 38 before.  The (hot and wad am 1o be
rammed dowm to the eartridge, and there have 2 couple of for-
eible firokes, when the rammer is © be drawn, and laid ouwr of
thewyaflhegtmslnduckla,uflhemﬁ:w:ﬂrmuwn-
gnued ; bt if it is over, the fpunge is o be fecured in the place
it ie ut all tines kepe in.

rath, PUT 1% YOUR TOMFPIORS— [ he tnrnpwru o be
put into the murzle of the cannon. .

lgrh. Housx vouz ouns.—The liring i to br.puron
sgain upon the clinched end of the bresching, leaving it no
flacker than (@ admit of the guns being houted with cafe.  The
quoin i 1o be Bken from under the breech of the gony and the |
bed, fill reftogy wpon the boit, . within the carrisge, thasdt under,
gill the foct of it falls off the axle-tree, lexving it o reft upon
the ond which projedls omt from the foot.  The menal is o be |
fet down upon this, The gun is to be placed e &ly fquare, and
the murzle iz to be clofe to the wood, mul_pmpcrphceforp!—
fing the muxxle lathings.

14th. SECURE YouR OUNS.—The mumle lathing mutt
frft be mude fevure, and then with one tackle (faving 2! its
pants equally fighe with the breeching) the gun iz to be lalhed.
The ather wekle is  be bowied tight, and by idklf made fafl,
that it may be ready  caft off for lathing a feond brecching.

Care muft be mken w hook the firft mckle to the upper boit
of the carrizge, that it may mex otherwile obltred the recving of

: K 3 the

Page from Hornblower’s copy of the GUNNERY MANUAL

Fig. 77

Gunnery Manual.

Page from Captain Horatio Hornblower's copy of the
(Parkinson,

1970).
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An iron basket for heating shot
from the 17th century, slong
with 2 fork and a pair of tangs for
handling the shot when it was red

hot.

Fig. 81 Tools for handlin d-
1954 g red-hot cannon balls (Hogg,
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Fig. 86 Mobile field «cannon in South Africa, early
nineteenth century, by T. Baines. (Africana Museum,
Ref 2789).

4 lignt howitzer of 1780
*lthough a relatively small
un. the weight of shot
developed 3 heavy recoil,

Necessitaung a strong
Zarrane

Fig. 87 Mobile field ordnance, ca 1780 (Hogg, 1974).
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}. Emmbrasure of casemate ¢ Y. Wooden quoin

2. Muzzie v 10. Front iron truck wheels

3. Barrel 11. Iren-shod wouden chock

4. Vent 12. Wooden traversing platform or “slide”
5. Cascable ring 13. Roller and preventer rape

6. Trunnion of the gun 14. Tron “racer”

7. Wooden garrison carriage 15. fron truck

B. Stepped “cheeks” of the carriage

Fig. 89 Casemate traversing platform, detail, probably used
at the Hout Bay West Fort. (Redrawn by Jorge E'Silva
from a letter by David R. Barnes to Mr Hugh Floyd,
dated 13 June 1988).
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CHAPTER 3

THE FALSE BAY COAST

"The pass at the foot at Muizenberg ... 1s
the Thermopylae of the Cape”.

John Barrow, secretary to Lord Macartney,
1797.

The fortifications at Simon's Bay

In 1729, the Heeren XVII, alarmed at the losses of VOC ships
in Table Bay during the winter storms instructed the Council
of Policy at the Cape to investigate the possibility of
Saldanah Bay and False Bay being used as winter anchoring
places. Special attention was to be paid to the availability
of fresh water, fuel, provisioning of food and a safe

anchoring place, secure from enemy and piratical attack (1).

As to the feasibility of Simon's Bay, the report of 18
December 1729 stated: "And as concerns the securing of the
Company's ships from an attack by enemies or pirates we should
judge that the placing of a battery with some cannon on the
south corner that Simon's Bay makes as shown on the chart
annexed would be the best fortification that could be made. We
are confident that the ships lying at anchor behind it could
still in some measure be protected though we must add however
that in a bay so widely extended such a fortification could
sometimes bear little fruit (2)" (Fig. 96).

1. Willis, H.C. (1973). The Fortifications of Simon's Bay.
Simon's Town Hist. Soc. Bull., Vol. VII, No 4, July 1973,

2. Willis, ibid., p. 129.
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It was not until 1743, during the visit of Governor-General
G.W. van Imhoff, that Simon's Bay was declared an official VOC
outpost and the Company's winter anchoring place. Gale force
winds in Table Bay during the months of May to October caused
many shipwrecks. Work on the storehouses and official
residence of the postholder in Simon's Bay commenced the same
year (3) (Fig. 97).

Governor Ryk Tulbagh laid the matter of the defenselessness of
the Bay before the Council of Policy who discussed it on 24
November 1767. By that time foreign ships had used the bay
increasingly and, in the event of hostilities, Simon's Bay
would have no defence. The Council of policy resolved in
principle that the Company's facilities should get military
protection. Governor Tulbagh wrote to the Heeren XVII that two
batteries, one on the north and one on the south side of the
bay, should be erected there and requested that cannon should
be shipped from the Netherlands (4).

The reply was negative and it was not until the American War
of Independence and the arrival of the French fleet in Simon's
Bay in 1781 that a need for security was felt. This was marred
only by the knowledge that the British officer Colonel William
Dalrymple had visited in 1786, drawn a chart of the Bay and
handed a comprehensive compilation of the defences of the Cape
to Henry Dundas, later Minister of War. The report probably
played a role in the British decision to anchor and attack the
Cape from False Bay in 1795.

The exact date of the building of the two small batteries,
North and South batteries on opposite ends of Simon's Bay has
not been established. It was certainly before 1787 (5). A

3. Sleigh, D. (1987). Die Buiteposte in die Ekonomie van die
Kaapse Verversingstasie 1652-1795. Unpublished PHD
thesis, University of Stellenbosch, March 1987, p 33.

4. Bekker, A.E. (1980). Die geskiedenis van Valsbaal tot
1795, met spesiale verwysing na Simonsbaai. Unpublished
MA thesis, University of Stellenbosch, 1980.

5. Cape Archives, VC 62, Uitgaande Brieven, C. van de Graff
- C. Brand,, 25.11.1787, p. 667.
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four 24 -pounders capable of firing hot shot. A powder

magazine and a guard house were to be built nearby (8).

Only two years earlier, a military commission reported that
the possibility that an enemy would attack Simon's Bay was
seen as rather remote. It was advisable, though, to built a
battery, like the one designed by van der Graff to the south
of the bay; and to get a good crossfire another battery should
be placed at the north-west shore, while the saluting battery
could also be fitted out with heavier guns (9).

Governor Sluysken instructed the fortifications engineer,
Captain Thibault to built these reinforced batteries. Thibault
had been placed under the command of Cclonel R. J. Gordon,
then Chief of Engineering and Artillery. Great differences of
opinion arose between them not only with respect to the
renovation of the batteries in Table Bay, but also those in
Simon's Bay. Thibault noted angrily: "I was forced to
construct at False Bay a Battery of four cannons of twenty-
four pounds, with which it was intended to pulverize the
enemy's fleet; soon after that, always according to niggardly
plans and with economy, I was compelled to erect a second one,
also of four cannons, in the same area ...(l10)". Both were
"provided with ovens in order to beat off an enemy with red
hot cannon balls (11)" (Figs. 98 and 99).

The first battery was to be built in front of today's Martello
Tower on the place of the derelict South Battery. Governor
Sluysken conferred the name Boetselaer on it and the North
Battery was renamed Zoutman. A guard house was built next to

8. Bekker, ibid., p. 255, ref 40: C 100, Resolutions
25.06.1793, p.272; C 118 Klad Noctulen 25.06.1793; C 104
Resolutions 15.11.1793, pp. 361, 364-5.

9. Cape Archives, VC 64, Memorie aan Zyne Hoogheid wvan die
Militaire Commissie, 25 Sept. 1789 en Brieven en
rapporten van die Militaire Commissie 1790, p. 59.

10. Puyfontaine, H. R. de (1972). Louis Michel Thibault 1750-
1815, his official life at the Cape. Cape Town:
Tafelberg, p. 6.

11. Cape Archives, VC 75, Lieut. Marnitz account of the
surrender of the Cape in 1795, p. 29.
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each battery: each was 7,2 m by 5,4 m, provided with a door
and two windows (12). The powder magazine at the Boetselaer
Battery was completed in February 1795 and from then on
sufficient gun powder and ammunition was stored therein (13).
This powder magazine is today used as a chapel for the South
African Navy (Figs. 100 and 101).

On 10 June 1795 the British made their appearance in Simon's
Bay. In accordance with prescribed instructions, the officers
in charge of the Boetselaer Battery opened fire once it became
clear that the visitors were not here on a friendly visit. The
British were forced tc anchor at a safe distance. Governor
Sluysken and his military advisors came to the conclusion that
the batteries with their few guns in Simon's Bay were not able
to withstand a concerted British attack and ordered the guns
to be spiked and the troops and inhabitants to withdraw.

The British landed on 12 July and took possession of "the
South Battery [with] a Guard house & Magazine. At the HNorth
Battery a Guard House-all of which are built of brick (14)".
The remaining government buildings consisted of storehouses
and barracks. Hercules Ross, General Craig's secretary
described the batteries in a letter to David Scott, London: "5
July [1795}... I took lodgings in Simons Town. The two
batteries were about a mile and a half distant from each
other, that to the south had four 24-pounders and four 8-
pounders [and] the neorth battery had four 24-pounders, both
provided with furnaces for heating shot, and these were found
full of balls and coals that had recently been heated ...
(15)".

12. Bekker, ibid. p. 263, Ref 60, Cape Archives, C 104,
Resolutions of the Council of Policy, 15.11.1793, pp.
364-365; and C 106, 30.04.1794, pp. 147-150,.

13. Bekker, ibid. p. 264, Ref 65, Cape Archives, C 109,
Resolutions of the Council of Policy, 27.02.1795, p. 85.

14. Letter of Mr Alexander Farquar: A Description of Public
Buildings at Simon's Town. In: Theal, G. Macall (1897).
Records of the Cape Colony. Cape Town: The Government
Printer, p. 136-137.

15. Boucher, M. and Penn, N, (Eds.), (1992). Britain at the
Cape 1795 to 1803. Johannesburg: The Brenthurst Press
(Pty) Ltd, p. 39.
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museum. The history of Martello towers in general and its
construction in Simon's Town can be found 1in numerous

publications (17).

Major W.M. Kersteman, Commander Royal Engineers, had numerous
drawings of the North and South Batteries made between 1796
and 1802. The plan of 1799 lists three separate works at the
South Battery and are described as: "A. Tower and Battery of
five 24 -pounders and one 13 inch mortar, C. Powder Magazine"
(18) (Figs. 107 and 108).

The so-called "hot-shot-furnace” on Queen's Road/corner of
Runciman Road below the old cemetery has been, at a recent
excavation, identified as the possible remains of a dwelling,
barn or stable (19) (Figs. 109 and 110). A hot-shot-furnace is
depicted on Major Kersteman's drawing of 1799 (18) and a plan
of the South Battery, 1806 (20) (Fig. 111).

Captain Dougal Carmichael kept a journal of the second
occupation of the Cape in 1806. His regiment was stationed in
Simon's Town, when an exciting event occurred. The French
frigate La Cannoniere made her appearance in Simon’s Town. The
French were once again at war with Britain. "The anchorage was
defended by two permanent batteries, on each of which are
mounted six eighteen-pounders. In addition to this, several
temporary defences were thrown up by us ... thus every
projecting hillock round the bay was crowned with batteries,
hastily constructed of fascines, sand-bags, or buisket barrels

17. See, for instance, "The Martello Tower Simon's Town"
supplied by the Simon's Town Historical Society. "The
Martello Tower in Simon's Town", Simon van der Stel
Foundation, Bulletin 28, September 1973. "The
construction and restoration of the Martello Tower", by
R.M, Moens, Simon’'s Town Hist. Soc. Bulletin, Vol. VII,
No 2, July 1972.

18. Cape Archives, map M4/5, Simon's Bay and Town, 1799.

19. Seemann, U.A. (1993). The Simon's Town so-called hot-
shot-cannon~ ball oven. Unpublished report prepared for
the Simon's Town Municipality and the Simon's Town
Museum.

20. Simon's Town Museum, Plan of the South Battery, Simon's
Town, 1806.
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while for a systematic defence there are not half the lines
necessary (33)". The Batavians in 1803 had only a "small

annual sum in keeping them in repair”.

During the Batavian rule Lieut. Thibault investigated ways of
lodging the troops permanently in Muizenberg. He first wanted
"to convert the interior of a semi-circular battery into a
munitions store, so as to replace the type of barrack at
present used for this purpose, but [which is] exposed to the
bullets of the enemy", presumably the Upper Battery (34). The

contract was given to Mr Rousseau, a civil contractor.

Captain Carmichael found barracks for the accommodation of
troops in Muizenberg in 1806, when he passed through and had
this to say about the Eastern Battery: " [It] consists of four
eighteen~pounders, pointed to the sea, and an equal number
bearing on the defile. The works are constructed of loose
round pebbles, picked up on the beach, surmounted by an
earthen parapet, and the whole is so frail that a single shot
would demolish it from top to bottom (35)".

Together with all the works of defence along the Cape
Peninsula the Muizenberg defences were regularly inspected and
repaired. The report on Forts, Batteries and field ordnance
1809- 1813 stated that "Muizenberg consists of a Line and a
Ditch, with a Sea Battery on its left flank, termed the Lower
Battery and separated by the road ... A few fleches are
advanced in front of this Line; There is a good Magazine in
which with the portable Magazine on the Works is contained the
Ammunition ... the following Ordnance are situated here on
Wood platforms and in good order: Lower Battery ... Upper
Battery ... (36)".

33. De Mist, J.A. (1802). The Memocrandum of Commissary J.A.
de Mist containing recommendations for the form and
administration of government at the Cape of Good Hope,
1802, Cape Town: Van Riebeeck Society, 1920, p. 263.

34. Puyfontaine, ibid., p. 23.

35. Journal of Captain Dougal Carmichael, ibid., p. 110~111.

36. Cape Archives, VC 214, Report on Forts, Batteries and
field ordnance, 1809-1813.
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"The Barracks and everything at Muijsenberg"” were handed over
in 1827 to the Cape's Ordnance Department and listed as
"Batteries, Artillery Store and Powder Magazine” in the

transfer document (37) (38).

Today the Muizenberg mountain side between Main Road and Boyes
Drive is littered and overgrown. The remains of buildings,
defence works and ‘'lines' [breastworks] are impressive. They

are well preserved and deserve to be studied in depth.

37. Cape Archives, GH 1/60, p. 92.
38. Cape Archives, CO 477, No 1, accompanying a letter dated

5.1.1838.
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Fig. 96 The False Bay coast, 1993.
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Fig. 119 Muizenberg beach at the beginning of this century,
landing place of the British in 1795 (Cape Archives,
J5820).
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Redrawn and enlarged map of the defences at
Muizenberg, 1844:

A ~ Eastern Battery

- Lower Battery

- Upper Battery

~ Commanding Officer's Quarters

Powder Magazine

~ Barracks

- Breastworks for the defence of the pass leading
from Simon's Town

H - Battery on which Bailey's Cottage is situated
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The Wiirttemberg Cape Regiment (Fig. 132) arrived in 1788 and
most of the troops left the Cape a year later for the Dutch
possessions in the East Indies. One of its officers, Baron
Karl von Wolzogen, spoke for many, when he wrote in one of his
letters home:
“28th October 1788
The officers of our regiment are all very well here, but
not our ordinary soldiers of whom we have lost many. Our
transfer to the Company is not very favourable to the
privates and other ranks, who can hardly manage on their
pay, and if the local governor had not intervened on

their behalf the regiment could not exist (9)".

Worse was to come. "The conditions in the Hospital in Cape
Town are too horrendous to put down on paper"”, noted Captain
J.0. Vaillant in 1789, "the soldiers have to lie in their own
filth, there have been no new bandages provided for over a
year, the stench is dreadful. More soldiers die in this
hospital from want of cleanliness and care than anywhere else

I have seen (10)".

Andrew Mitchell, a British merchant residing in Cape Town,
summed up the military situation during the last years of the
VOC in a letter to Henry Dundas, Secretary of War, that

"The Dutch at the Cape are still very jealous of us ...
From good information I understand that their troops
consist of between 500 and 600 Europeans in one Battalion
and above 150 Artillery. They have likewise about 200
Seamen and 0ld Soldiers employed upon their works, but
are free, besides the Company's Black Slaves which may
amount to 300. They have also one hired Regiment, it is

9. Anon. The Wiirttemberg Regiment at the Cape (II). SA
Library, Quarterly Bulletin, Vol. 29, No. 2, December
1974, pp. 47-58.

10. University of the Witwatersrand Library, A 81. Journal of
a voyage of inspection ..., by Captain J.0. Vaillant from
1788 to 1792. Captain J.0. Vaillant was in command of the
ship, Lieut.-Colonel J.F.L. Greevesten was the actual
keeper of the journal. It was loosely translated by Imke
Seemann.,
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attached as Pioneers to the 84th and 86th regiments (16)", as
well as the Khoikhoi Regiment, were incorporated into the
British army and despatched tc the eastern borders of the
Colony. Appointments were made, officers, non-commissioned
officers and privates were tried by general court-martial
(17). Troops were inspected regularly and exercised on the
Grand Parade in Cape Town (Fig. 135) and on Rondebosch Common.
In short, Cape Town became a regular garrison town (Fig. 136
and 137).

The signing of the peace treaty of Amiens between Britain and
France in 1802 required the Cape to be handed over to the
Batavian Republic. Lord Hobart, Henry Dundas' replacement as
Secretary of State for War and Colonies, regarded the Cape of
Good Hope a burden rather than an advantage and it appeared

now not as important as had first been thought (18).

Commissioner-General de Mist (Fig. 138) and Governor Janssens
(Fig. 139) kept military expenses low, concentrating instead
on civilian and educational reforms in the spirit of
enlightenment, continuing in fact, in this area, where the
British left off. Lieut H.G., Cordes was appointed military
commander at the Cape and the director of fortifications
became Major Kiichler, who had stayed on during the British
occupation. The military contingent was again made up mostly
of mercenary regiments, amongst them the Fifth Battalion
"Vorst van Waldeck"” (Fig. 140), augmented by one Battalion of
Hottentot Light Infantry, Artillery Battalion and auxiliary
artillery companies. The Vth Battalion of Artillery served on
the guns at the Castle and the three larger shore batteries
(19). Samuel Eusebius Hudson, former servant of Lady Anne

16. University of the Witwatersrand Library, The Earl
Macartney Papers, 76 (53), list of VOC property, 18
February 1797.

17. See, for instance, University of the Witwatersrand
Library, A 562 Fol: From the papers of Earl Macartney
(1737-1806), list dated 30 October 1798.

18. Boucher and Penn, ibid, pp. 243-4.

19. Gerard, R. (ca 1969). Military Formations at the Cape
1652-1806. Published by the Author, University of Cape
Town Libraries.
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Barnard, had staved behind at the Cape. He was impressed by
some of the Batavians' military activities and reported to
Henry Dundas in 1804, that

The

care.

"... our whole force is about two thousand Men but the
Burgher and other Voluntary Corps may increase 1t to
three thousand. Three {[crossed out, replaced by the
number 2] Men of War and a Sloop is the Marine force ...
they have established a train of flying artillery each
Gun with Six Horses and riders which they manage with
dexterity ... in short general Jansen is indefatigable
neglecting no part of the duty of a good cfficer fcr the
protection of the place they govern (20)" (Fig. 141).

Second British Occupation was planned with meticulous
In July 1805 Major-General Baird received his marching

orders from Lord Castlereagh:

"8ir, - In consequence of information having been
received that the Cape is now defended by not more than
from fifteen hundred to two thousand regular troops, not
of the best description, and that the militia and
inhabitants look with anxiety for the arrival of a
British force ... it has been determined on to attempt
the reduction of that colony by a combined operation of a
force from Cork added to that now on board the East India
Company's ships at Falmouth (21)".

The combined strength of 306 naval guns and 6654 rank and file

was no match for the Batavian troops at Blaauberg.

After the capitulation in January 1806 the men of the Waldeck

mercenary Battalion were immediately enlisted into the British

service. The Hottentot Light Infantry Regiment was transferred

20.

21.

Cape Archives, Acc 455, No 20, Dundas (Melville) Papers,
Letter from S.E. Hudson describing the conditions at the
Cape, 20 April 1804.

Wilkin, Captain W.H. (1912). The Life of Sir David Baird.
London: George Allan & Co, Ltd, p. 168.
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Soldaten des Hiigelschen und des Kapregiments
Mit freundlicher Genehmigung des Heren Oberst a. d. Freilierrn Rudolf
von Iligel, Sehwibisch=Hall, in dessen Besitz sich das Original helindet

Fig. 132 Solc_iiers of the Wiirttemberg Kapregiment, ca 1793
(Prinz, 1932).
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13. Die alle Kaserne in Kapstadt

Fig. 136 Main Barracks, Cape Town, ca 1870 (Prinz, 1932).
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At the end of 1781 the defence expenditure of the VOC had
risen dramatically to about 290 000 florins out of a total
budget of 733 000 florins (12). Despite this a military report

on the conditions existing at the Cape concluded that:

"At present this battery is only composed of 8 pounders
taken from the Company ships now there, but it would be
more suitable to place large calibre guns there,

especially on the shoulder of the battery " (13).

THE FIRST EAST FORT

The first archival record of the East Fort retrieved so far is
a plan of Hout Bay, dated 1785 (Fig. 148), by the surveyor
Leysten and the Engineer Barbier (14). A caption states that
the two batteries were "erected during the last war", that is
to say between 1781-1783. The West Fort is called Battery
Gilquin here, while the East Fort is depicted as a battery
with fixed gun positions, similar in design to the Chavonnes
Battery. The East Fort's guns also covered the entrance to the
bay. It was accessed by a newly created road. Both Hout Bay
batteries were equipped with 35 pieces of 24-pounders (one
Amsterdam pound equaled 0,494 kg) and 4 mortars of 12 thumbs
width (15). One Amsterdam thumb width equaled 0,026 m.

According to Smith the Pondicherry Regiment "extended the
construction of the West Fort and built the earthworks of the
East Fort" (11). This would date this work between the end of
1781 and mid-1783.

The 1785 map, shows a third set of firing lines emanating from
a promontory in the vicinity of the present day Military Road

12. Jeffreys, K. (1930). Kaapse Archiefstukken lopende over
het jaar 1781. Cape Town: Cape Times (Pty), p. 204,
Resolutions of the Council of Policy, 18.12.1781.

13. Smith, A,B., ibid.

14. Cape Archives, map M1/935.

15. Cape Archives, VC 117, ibid. The translation is by Hennie
Prince.
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above the Chapman's Peak Hotel. This would explain the
statement made by Major Guilguin in 1786 that a third battery
"of 6 twelve pounders" was deemed absolutely necessary in Hout
Bay to cover the rear of both forts as "an enemy force could
have landed on Llundadnc beach under the false Lion's Head
(16)".

Another map of Hout Bay, dated 1787, and drawn by Eng. Lieut.
Thibault and Eng. Barbier, Thibault's right hand man and
successor, shows the West Fort (unnamed) as a large zig-zag
battery, spanning about three times the length of the present
remains of the fort (17) (Fig. 149). Even allowing for

exaggerations of scale it might confirm the 1781 observations.

The first plans to convert the now fortified bay into a
commercial harbour were mooted. "The buildings required here
for the well-being of the Honorable Company”, noted Major
Guilquin in 1786, "would make Hout Bay one of the safest
landing and sheltering places at the Cape: one store house,
one hospital, one barrack block and sentry box for the
proposed company, one powder magazine, one house for the
overseer or post holder and -last but not least- one stone or

wooden pier for the daily use of ships" (18).

A military commission which sat in 1789-90 took stock of the
existing facilities and the future needs of Hout Bay should

war break out once again., It reported that:

"Hout Bay, needed: 32 24 pounder cannons,
8 8 pounder cannons,
6 mortars of 75 or 50 pounds
on the pass to Hout Bay: 12 6 pounder large cannons
10 3 pounder short cannons
2 stone mortars
6 small mortars

in reserve: light ambulant cannons:

16. Cape Archives, VC 117, ibid.
17. Cape Archives, map M1/935.
18. Cape Archives, VvC 117, ibid.
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20 6 pounders, short cannon
30 3 pounders, short cannon” (19).

As the 1780s drew to a close the VOC's trade declined
drastically owing to a number of factors. These included
mismanagement, the rise of rival trading companies and
political upheaval in Europe. In consequence the finances of
the Cape settlement fell into total disarray. This was
aggravated as the threat of a foreign invasion became, once
again, a possibility. As a result, the little money available
was spent on preparing the defence works. Colonel Gordon
demanded that the soldiers working on the fortifications be

paid a decent regular day's wage (20).

THE SECOND STAGE OF BUILDING ACTIVITIES IN HOUT BAY

During the course of 1793 Lieut. L.M. Thibault, then Director
of Fortifications reinforced the defences of Hout Bay. The
commission of 1789 had recommended the use of wood from
Plettenberg Bay further along the South Coast (21). Prior to
this time most timber used as building material was imported

from Batavia (Indonesia).

Work on the forts was continued by making use of the National
Battalion (permanent soldiers in service of the VOC), convict
and slave labour. Cost was thus kept down, for it was
estimated that a slave could be "maintained"” for just under 5
pounds a year (22).

Lieut. Marnitz in his 'Account of the Surrender of the Cape,
1795' confirms the fact that Governor

19. Cape Archives, VC 64, Memorie aan zyne Hoogheid van de
Militaire Commissie, 25 September 1789.

20. Cape Archives, VC 64, ibid.

21. Cape Archives, VC 64, ibid.

22. Theal, G. McCall (no date). History of South Africa
before 1795. Vol. 4, p. 306. Cape Town: C. Struik,
Reprint, 1964.
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Gordon were fully equipped with cannons and were manned on a
permanent basis. The armament for Klein Gibraltar was to be
taken from ships lying in the bay.

According to Thibault:

"These three batteries completely protect the bay, their
respective fire crosses each other and can reach the
ships in sequence ... and protect one another mutually”
(26).

He recommended that each battery should mount at least five
cannons to be effective. A fourth battery would prevent the
landing of enemy troops on the beach and protect the place
called 'de Visscherij', a collection of fishermen's houses
located on the right hand side of the river mouth at Hout Bay.
Thibault concluded that he had no plan of the Hout Bay Forts
at hand.

The traveller De Jong visited these three batteries shortly
after they had been completed and recorded in his diary on 18
December 1794:

"Die Hout-baai daar entegen door haven nauwen ingang mit
die natuur zelve sterk, 1is thans door drie daarbij
gemaakte batterijen, Sluysken, Gordon en klein-Gibraltar,
alle met ovens voorzien, zoondanig zeker, dat geen sloep,
vel min een vijandelijk schip kan binnen kommen ... die
baai geeft niets dan vish, geefts de waterplaats is ver
en het haben 'er van ongemakkelijk; het huis, vorheen aan
Buurman toebehoovende, en nu in handen van van
Helsdingen, is slechts die eenige woning ... hetwelk nij
Officier deed beklagen, die hier op detachement liggende,
ons zeer vriendelijk in zijne tent, van teenen
opgevlogten, ontving (27)".

26. Cape Archives, C 698, ibid.

27. De Jong, C. (18ll). Reizen naar die Kaap De Goede Hoop,
Ierland en Noorwegen in den Jaren 1791 to 1797. Ten
Haarlem: Bij Francois de Bohn, 1811, Deel twee, pp. 73-
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"in Hout Bay: 5 huts of 24 feet long, each 13 feet broad,
5 feet high to the earth [sic] with framing inside to
sling hammocks. The materials prepared at the Cape and

sent out in hired waggons" (34).

These five prefabricated wooden huts might have been spread
over both East and West Forts.

On 4 September 1797 the following detachment, commanded by

Major General F. Dundas, was located at Hout Bay:

"Commicsioned officers: 1 F. Officer, 2 Subs,

present doing duty: 4 sergeants, 1 drummer, 47 rank and
file,

sick: 2 rank and file, 1 servant, rank and file,

musiek [sic] and additional drummers: 2 rank and file,
unfit and doing no duty: 2 rank and file,

with artillery: 1 rank and file,

artisans: 1 rank and file,

TOTAL: 4 sergeants, 1 drummer, 58 rank and file (35)".

G. Bridges, Capt. Comm. Royal Engineers, recorded in a report
dated 19 October 1797 that the following works had been
performed in Hout Bay, confirming again the building of the
blockhouse and constant attention to detail:

"A Fortified Barrack erected 28 feet long, 20 feet wide
and three story high, with Powder Magazine and Cistern
inside - this on the East side of the Bay - The Battery
below of 5 eighteen pounders on circular platforms with
good Parapet Wall, quite complete and new ... all

expenses for making and repairs of gun carriages,

34. Cape Archives, Acc 33, Military - Fortifications at Hout
Bay, abstract of works performed, 1795. Lewcock (1963)
suggests that the huts were prefabricated at the
government outpost at Witteboome, just over Constantia
Nek.

35. Cape Archives, Acc 455-7, State of the troops commanded
by Major General F. Dundas under the Government of the
Cape of Good Hope, 4 September 1797.
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including the purchase of iron, wood etc of artillery
arrived from Europe was paid for by the Engineer
department from Sept. 1795 to June 1796" (36).

The cannons left at the site by the Dutch, some of which date
to 1752, appear to have been kept in good working order (Fig.
154).

Captain Bridges, again, reported in the following year that:

"... on the east side of Hout Bay there is a Battery of
Five 18 Pounders upon Traversing Carriages with a high
parapet, protected by a fortified Barrack upon an
eminence in its rear, which would certainly annoy a
Fleet, and 1if there was a good Battery upon the west
Point equally well secured, there would be but 1little
reason to apprehend any operations from hence as an Enemy
would not remain under anchor, under Fire of Batteries
that they could not silence, and which they could not
destroy without getting possession of the Strong

Buildings erected to cover them ..." (37).

He added that the West Fort had been abandoned. The East Fort
had now become the headquarters of the Bay's defences.

Sir John Barrow examined Hout Bay in 1797 and recorded in his
diary that it was defended with a battery and a blockhouse
(38). He made no mention of the permanent soldier's quarters,
nor the lieutenant's quarter, store rooms and the kitchen.
These buildings also do not appear on the plan drawn by Major

36. Cape Archives, Acc 33/1, Military - Fortifications at
Hout Bay, abstracts of works performed, 19 October 1797.

37. Killie Campbell Africana Library, MSS Collection, KCM
55076, extract from: "Defences of the Cape of Good Hope -
Prepared at the request of Lord Maccartney"”, 1738,

38. Barrow, Sir J. (1801). An account of Travels into the
interior of Southern Africa in the years 1797 and 1798.
London. 1801, Reprint, p. 212.
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R. Kersteman ca 1800 (39). On this plan the East Fort rampart

area contained a store or magazine building (Fig. 155).

THIRSTY SOLDIERS

Jacobus Gieulleaume Van Helsdingen had married the widow
Bierman and thus became the co-owner of the farm 'Kronendal'
(Fig. 156). He had also inherited the job of signalman during
the Dutch period. Van Helsdingen, in a letter to Major General
Dundas, complained bitterly about the treatment he received
from the commanding officer, ggth Regiment, at the East Fort,
but his letter has also faint undertones of dishonesty. It is
worth citing in part, because it recalls the flavour of 1life
in the Hout Bay valley at that time (1799):

"To General Dundas,

The petition of J. Gieulleaume Van Helsdingen jun.
dwelling near the Hout Bay humbly showeth that being
visited at different time by Military officers and small
detachments he always candidly assisted them with little
trifles, they more in want of not from a motive of gain
but from a principle of humanity which has ever been the
rule of his actions. That on the 10th January of this
year a certain officer of the Dragoons who said he was a
quartermaster together with a body of men under his
charge came to the petitioner, very much fatigued and
almost fainted through the excessive heat and begged him
in the most friendly manner to procure some wine for his
detachment fearing the dangerous consequences of giving
the men cold water after being exhausted and influenced
by the heat.

That the petitioner being badly provided with wine and
having scarcely sufficient for his own family, he refused
complying with the officer’'s request, but that at his
repeated solicitations, and seeing the men really in

want, he could no longer forbear granting what humanity

39. Cape Archives, VC 229(1-4).
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imposed on him as a duty and consequently spared the
quartermaster one half awn [sic] of the two he had bought
some time ago for his household.
... the petitioner thought no more of it but how
surprised was he on hearing that an officer of the
Blockhouse had complained about it to the Fiscaal who had
delivered the case to the commissionaries' and that the
latter had condemned him in the penalty of 200 Rixdollars
eess[it] may not be deemed a crime and that your
Excellency may be pleased to liberate him from so hard a
fine. That the petitioner at the same time submissively
requests that it may also please your Excellency to
maintain him in his right against the commanding officer
of the Blockhouse who threatens him that he will cause
his cattle to be sent to the enclosure if they pasture
any longer near the Blockhouse which is the land of the
petitioner for which he annually pays his Majesty 25
Rixdollars hire ...
That confident of your Excellency's Jjustice and
sentiments of humanity, the petitioner hopes his petition
will meet with a gracious reception and that his
grieviance will soon be alleviated.

21 February 1799" (40).

The reply was short and sweet: "The fine of 200 Rixdollars
must be paid agreeable to the Decision of the Court of
Justice. Orders will be sent to the Officer commanding at Hout
Bay not to [harass] the cattle belonging to the petitioner.
A.D. 21 July 1799" (40).

THE FORTS AT HOUT BAY UNDER THE BATAVIAN REPUBLIC
After the Cape was handed back to the Batavian Republic in

1802 as stipulated in the treaty of BAmiens, Lieut. Colonel
H.F. Cordes was appointed military commander at the Cape. As a

40. Cape Archives, BO 114, No 113, memorials, 21 February
1799.
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result of rumors of the resumption of the war between Britain
and France reaching the Cape (the Batavian Republic had become
an ally of the French under Napoleon), Lieut. Cordes advised
Governor Janssens on 3 January 1804 that the Hout Bay forts
should receive immediate attention. They had fallen once again
into disrepair. Lieut. Cordes estimated that this work could
be carried out by 125 slaves, whose maintenance would come to
5000 Rixdollars over sixty days. The armament should consist
of at least sixteen 18- or 12-pounder cannons. Battery A
(presumed to be the East Fort) needed to be partly rebuilt and
had been painted with a yellow colour. Battery B was to be a
new construction. He stressed the point that Hout Bay was an
ideal place to shelter and provision ships. The Council of
Policy resolved that Lieut. Cordes undertake this "task with

the greatest possible thriftiness”™ (41).

A plan for the reconstruction of the forts, which probably
dates from this period shows for the first time the
terrepleins, which had been added to the East and West Forts
(42) (Fig. 157). These terrepleins partly overlaid one end
traversing gun track, which had been filled in. The plan
showed four stationary gun emplacements, with embrazures, for
both forts.

A plan of Hout Bay, tentatively dated to 1804 by Graham Botha
identifies the West Battery as the 'Gilquin’ and the East
Battery as the 'Zoutman' [sic] (43) (Fig. 158).

The monotonous routine of garrison life at the Cape at this
time was punctuated from time to time with manoeuvres and
drills in the field. One such camp was conducted in Hout Bay
from 9 to 15 May 1804 by the Waldeck Regiment commanded by
Colonel Miiller (44).

41. Cape Archives, BR 5, ZK 4/4, Resolutie vaan die Politieke
Raad, 3.1.1804.

42. Cape Archives, map M1/1361, undated.

43, Cape Archives, map M1/1334.

44. Moritz, E. (1938). Die Deutschen am Kap unter der
holldndischen Herrschaft 1652 - 1806. Weimar: Verlag
Hermann Bohlaus Nachf., p. 330.
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East or Blockhouse Battery is situated on the East side
of the Bay and precduces a plunging fire to the entrance
of it. In the rear about one hundred yards is a Block
House without gquns. Eight 18 Pdr Guns are mounted here,
Four on Traversing and Four on Travelling Carriages on
Wood Platforms requiring trifling repairs. The Ammunition
consisting of Seven Hundred and Thirty seven Rounds & Two
Thousand Musquet Ball Cartridges for the Troops are
lodged in a small permanent Magazine”.
(Fig. 160).

The powder magazine was most probably situated in the
Blockhouse, but a map of the East Fort (49), dated 1936,
positions it in the same place as the Second World Wwar
concrete tower behind the Dutch ramparts (Fig. 161). A
photograph dated 1919 bears the caption: "Restoration of the
magazine” (50). A pile of cannon balls had been placed in it.

The ordnance report for 1810 stated that the permanent
magazine at the West Fort needed to be repaired urgently
"having suffered from the late heavy rains” (51). The roofing
material may have consisted of what Thibault called
'algamasse' (52). This was a term he used to describe a
mixture of clay, sand and lime with straw and pieces of
crushed bricks worked into it. This was then impregnated with
whale or seal oil in order to render it waterproof (53). When
used as a roofing material it was more fire resistant than
thatch, but necessitated frequent repairs during the Cape's

cecld and wet winter months.

49. Map of the East Fort, Hout Bay, dated 30 May 1936,
Colonel Secretary of Defence. In the National Monuments
Council, Western Cape Branch, files.

50. South African Library, Cape Town, Ref. PHA: Milit.
Facilities. Restored Dutch Fort, Hout Bay, East Fort
Powder Magazine, April 1915.

51. Cape Archives, VC 214 (1-5), ibid.

52. Puyfontaine, ibid. p. 22.

53. Dr Franco Frescura, lecturer in architecture, University
of Port Elizabeth, pers. comm.
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shows it to be still in good condition, although the buildings
next to it are clearly in ruins (61) (Fig. 163). Horses are
shown grazing nearby, as if their owners are engaged on a
picnic. The painting displays a romantic fascination for ruins

and antiquities, a common sentiment at the time.

In 1844 the Royal Engineers drew a plan of the West Fort (62)
(Fig. 164). This agrees with previous descriptions showing
four traversing guns but places one of them on the terreplein.

THE HOUT BAY FORTS DURING SECOND WORLD WAR: 1940-1945

When South Africa entered the war against Germany in 1939 the
renewed threat of invasion made the Hout Bay forts a suitable
location for the construction of modern defence works (Fig.
165y, This included the third fort, Klein Gibraltar.
Permission for this occupation was sought and granted by the
National Monuments Council., Two Quick Firing l2-pounder naval
guns were installed on the West Fort and Klein Gibraltar on
concrete platforms with ammunition bunkers. The East Fort
middle rampart level was used to instal a two storey concrete

look~out tower.

CONCLUSION

The building activities surrounding the Hout Bay
fortifications seem to reflect the state of conflict in Europe
and mirrored the periodic waves of possible invasion. Each
change of administration or a new threat brought with it a new
phase of building activities and the installation of more

modern arms technologies. These fell under five main phases:

61. Library of Parliament, painting by Christopher Webb
Smith, 1838.

62. The West Fort Plan, ca 1844. Cultural History Museum,
Cape Town,and: Cape Archives, map M1/2713, plan of the
West Battery, dated 22 January 1844.
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The Second World War (1939-1945) brought fears of invasion by
German U-boats, and the three forts in Hout Bay, which had
last done duty 140 years previously were once again mobilised.
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The archaeological research program was structured to address
the following objectives:

1. To establish the historical sequence of the building and
the occupational phases of the site.

2, To establish the construction methods of the fort and the
buildings it contains.

3. The armament of the batteries.

4. Evidence of people 1living and working at the fort
throughout its occupation, excluding the Second World War

episode.

The condition of the West Fort in 1992

The remains of the West Fort are situated ca two to three
meters above sea level directly above the high water mark at
349032 s, 18921 E, Erf No. 1209, being a portion of Erf No.
1185, Hout Bay (1) (Fig. 166). The fort is located at the
entrance to the bay, facing southeast out to sea. After 1945
factories and roads have encroached on the much larger
original ground. The site had been used as an informal
recreation area for many years.

However, despite appearances, the following above ground

features were in a reasonably good condition:

The rampart, glacis, rampart wall and possible gun traverse
track of a battery on the left side, facing the sea. The area
is about 22 m wide and ca 14 m across and covered with
vegetation, mainly a hardy grass species (Fig. 167).

A terreplein with concrete structures and gun emplacements,
the concrete structures evidently built during the Second
World War. The terreplein had been added to the right hand

1. Map 3418AB & AD, Cape Peninsula 1:50 000, Chief Director
of Surveys and Mapping, Mowbray.
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side of the battery. It was constructed from round boulders,
found on the shore in abundance, and grey beach sand, ca 38 m
wide and 18 m across. The terreplein towers about 2 m above
the other structures on site. Parts of the glacis', the
seaward side of the terreplein, sand and grass cover had
washed away and revealed this to be a terraced construction
from round boulders. The terreplein was accessed by a ramp in
the rear (Fig. 168). The whole area was overgrown with the

same hardy grass species and low shrubs.

Remains of a small and a larger building next to the ramp at
the back of the terreplein were visible. The smaller, a ca 3,6
m by 3,0 m building, had been restored up to a height of ca
2,0 m with the round boulders so readily available. The larger
building, 3,80 m wide and then of unknown length, was totally
covered with collapsed dressed stone from the terreplein wall,
rubble and assorted recent rubbish. The visible part of the
wall of this building had been built with care, using dressed
stone and mortar. Both buildings abut the terreplein (Fig.
169).

An elevated structure on top of the terreplein and
reconstructed walling from round boulders set in concrete
seemed to be connected with Second World War activities on the
site. It was not deemed necessary to investigate this feature.

At the rear of the rampart, but set to the side, a 2,20 m by
2,20 m brick and dressed stone wall foundation was noted at
ground level. It was located far from the other features. The

reason became evident in due time.

Set back about 32 m from the rampart wall and terreplein
glacis and running parallel to it an embankment of round
boulders suggested the width of the first battery erected on
this site.




252

Excavating the main features of the West Fort

Standard archaeological methods were used throughout. A grid
system of 2 m by 2 m was established over the whole site. The
pre-cast concrete fence at the west side of the boundary was
used as the baseline. Selected squares were excavated, each
section sieved and the artefacts bagged separately. The
excavation was recorded by means of a field note book,
photography and drawings. A plan of the West Fort, dated 1844,
guided our choice of potential excavation areas (2).

It very soon became apparent that the excavated areas, taken
seperately, were not clearly differentiated in their deposits.
The upper layer, often less than 0,10 m deep, contained grass,
grey/brown soil mixed with contemporary rubbish and older
artefacts and was situated above the excavated features.
Underneath a sterile soil/beach boulder base was found. The
only exceptions were the inside of the larger building at the
back of the terreplein (subsequently named the armoury) and
the levels below the present floor of the smaller structure,

the powder magazine.

To avoid confusion, and for easier identification purposes,
the detailed excavation areas will be designated as areas A,
B, C, etc. (Fig. 170).

Excavation area A contained part of a possible 360° gun
traverse track (Fig. 171). This track consists of a
deteriorated part near to the rampart wall facing the sea.
This seemed to have been <constructed of pebbles and
lime/cement plaster, burned from shells collected on the
beach. This type of cement was used throughout the fort. The
remainder of the tracks uncovered were fashioned carefully
from dressed stone, laid directly on the sterile sand/boulder

base. No wheel track marks were observed. It was alsc not

2. South African Cultural History Museum, plan of the West
Fort, 1844,
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angle to the rampart wall. In the corner of the rampart wall
and terreplein walling we unearthed a series of three neatly
dressed stone steps, ca 1 m wide, 0,50 m deep and 0,50 m high
(Figs. 178 and 179). This flight of stairs ends on top of the
rampart wall and makes for easier access to the terreplein. In
the corner of the rampart wall and the steps a cache of round,
rusted food ting was unearthed in one of the few undisturbed

areas on the site.

In area D we tried to excavate through the terreplein
construction down to a possible fourth gun traverse track,
drawn on the map of 1844 (2). This proved impossible and
dangerous, as the walls of sand and boulders kept caving in.
The attempt was therefore abandoned.

Area E contains one embrazure of the terreplein. The
embrazures had been visible from the seaward side (Fig. 180).
The most remarkable feature of the embrazures on this
terreplein is that they are lined with bricks fashioned from
the same lime/cement used as mortar and plaster. This
particular embrazure in area E was lined with seven courses of
bricks (Fig. 181). The size of the bricks conformed to Dutch
standards: 230 mm by 120 mm by 50 mm. The inner, narrow
opening of the embrazure ended on a one course boulder edge,
which demarcated the gun emplacement area of the terreplein
from the raised glacis with the embrazures. The other
embrazures seemed to have been demolished in part when the
Second World War concrete gun emplacements and ammunition

storage spaces were constructed.

Area F has been tentatively designated as the powder magazine/
storage space. The room measures 3,65 m by 3,00 m (internal
dimensions) and was filled with rubbish. The walls had been
rebuilt and modern cement held the boulders in place. After
cleaning out part of the room it was found that the first two
wall courses above the lime/cement floor had been part of the
original building. A 1 m by 1 m excavation below the floor
level in the northeast corner revealed two further £floor
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levels (Fig. 182). Level 1 is situated below the lime/cement
floor. It consists of yellow, gritty sand. Level 2 is composed
of cobbles and broken stone with grey/brown soil and yellow
clay patches. Level 3, the lowest level, consists of round
pebbles interspersed with sand. The contents of all three
levels were mixed with charcoal, the lowest contained part of
a hub and wagon wheel and fragments of Chinese porcelain. The
charcoal was identified as Eurcopean hardwood, which could have

been used in making gunpowder.

The most substantial building at the West Fort is the armoury
in excavation area G (Fig. 183). This building was excavated
from a boulder/rubble overburden of up to 2 m. The walls still
standing are roughly 0,80 m high, 0,6 m wide and built from
well dressed stone with mortar. The whole building abuts the
back of the terreplein and is 3,65 m wide and 8,90 m long. The
doorway was unearthed in the east wall adjacent to the
terreplein. It is 0,90 m wide and the original wooden floor
lintel was still embedded in the plaster of the floor. The
building had been plastered inside and out. Flagstone paving
surrounds the building in the areas we excavated to about 0,5
m around two sides. The flat roof had collapsed. We collected
small pieces, about 0,2 m long, of the former roof beams and a
great quantity of low fired bricks and lime/cement plaster.

The interior of the armoury was stratigraphically well defined
{Fig. 184). The upper layer contained rubble overburden, the
next layer consisted of grey/brown soil with a mixed artefact
assemblage. The third, the brick/cement layver, contained the
contents of the building: neatly stacked 24-pounder cannon
balls (Fig. 185), one-pounder cannon balls, identified as
grape shot and the grape shot holders. The grape shot holders
fit in the muzzle of the 24-pounder cannons on the site (Fig.
186). In addition to the cannon balls and holders we unearthed
a pulley (Figs. 183 and 187), various iron nuts, bolts, rods,
brackets, lead musket balls, a docor hinge (Fig. 188) and
agsorted other finds, the richest concentration of artefacts
at the site. The plastered floor of the armoury was placed
































































276

CHAPTER 6

EXCAVATIONS AT THE HOUT BAY EAST FORT

Introduction

The Hout Bay East Fort is a well known landmark for travellers
on Chapman's Peak Drive. In the early part of the twentieth
century it was restored with much enthusiasm, but
unfortunately with little reference to original documents in
the Archives (1). Since then it has been well kept up, in the
latter years by the Regional Service Council. It 1is duite
famous as a tourist picnic spot and is frequented throughout

the year.

The Hout Bay East Fort's future potential and development is
of equal concern to the Hout Bay Museum. My brief as to the
archaeoclogical investigation of this site was identical to
that of the West Fort.

The East Fort in 1992

The East Fort 1s located about 1 km outside Hout Bay on
Chapman’s Peak Drive, which was built in 1922 and bisects the
property on which the numercus buildings and outworks had been
erected. The geographical location is designated as 34°03 s,
18922 E, Erf "Farm No 1245", The battery was built on three
artificial terraces, respectively hewn out of the steep
mountain side ca 30 m, 40 m and 70 m above sea level (2). A
path connects the upper Blockhouse complex - above Chapman's
Peak Drive - with the middle rampart and the lower rampart/gun

1. The Cape Times, 21 August 1929, and South African
Library, Ref PHA: Mil. facilities 'restored Dutch fort,
Hout Bay, April 1915

2. Map 3418 AB 8 CHAPMAN'S PEAK, 1:10 000, Chief Director of
Surveys and Mapping, Mowbray.
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emplacement area. The present path is only part of the one
used during the fort's occupation. It has not been possible to
trace the whole length of the original path due to building
activities on Chapman's Peak Drive over the last seventy

years.

The upper area of the fort contains the Blockhouse and other
buildings which we named according to the function they might
have had: the lieutenant's gquarter with adjacent ablution
block or storage room, the circular tower/sentry box, the
soldiers' quarters and the kitchen/store building (Fig. 193).

The Blockhouse dominates the landscape (Fig. 194). Built on a
promentory it faces the valley of Hout Bay, from which the
military road to the East Fort, part of which is still in use,
originated. This road ends in the space between the Blockhouse
and the soldiers' quarters, well visible on the ground.

The Blockhouse had been reconstructed during this century with
the dressed stone of the original building. Apart from the
basement area, the rest had collapsed. Therefore the only
reliable measurement is the groundplan of ca 7,50 m by 6,60 m
(internal dimensions) and added to that the triangle of the
cistern area. The 'restorations' undertaken were not accurate:
the door was wrongly placed, to the east side of the building
instead of to the south, and a stone staircase added. One also
cannot say with any degree of certainty that the outer
buttress facing north had been built by the Royval Engineers
before 1829. The top of the walls are here, as on the other
restored buildings in the vicinity, topped with modern

concrete to keep the walls from toppling.

The cistern in the basement of the Blockhouse is fairly well
preserved. We removed the rubble in front and inside the
cistern. The opening for a tap was revealed. The floor in
front of the cistern could absorb the water spills, as a half
circle of brick rubble was surrounded by one course of brick
paving (Fig. 195). The powder magazine with the domed roof in
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jutting out ca 2 m towards the steep valley side. This valley

contains a perennial fresh water stream.

In front of the lieutenant’'s quarter, only 1 m to the north
west, a tower/sentry box had been erected (Fig. 200). This
round box measures about 1 m diameter inside. The wall
contains two embrazures at chest height, -just big enough to
aim a rifle through. The doorway opposite faces the
lieutenant's quarter. The floor is roughly paved with cobbles
and part of the original plaster remained. The sentry box wall
is plastered inside and out with modern plaster. Again, this
structure has been re-erected on the original foundations.

The last building which survives on this site seems to have
combined the function of kitchen and store room/larder (Fig.
201). It is situated about 16 m south west of the Blockhouse
and equidistant from the soldiers' quarters. The kitchen
contains a Dutch oven (Fig. 202}, 1 m wide, 1 m deep, set on a
1 m high platform in one corner, which in turn is set on a ca
0,2 m step dividing the kitchen in half. The dome-like
superstructure of the oven is lined on the inside with Dutch
yellow, heat resistant klinkers. The oven seems to have been
well used. The kitchen and the store room windows with the
original lintels face south west. Outside the kitchen entrance
in the west wall a substantial slab of sandstone and three
steps lead down the sloping ground.

The adjacent store room of 2 m by 3 m had been set about 1 m
lower into the ground, having served perhaps as a 'cool-room'
(Fig. 203). At present four steps lead into this 'cellar' from
a doorway, which might not have been the original entrance.
This building is also extensively 'restored', judging by the
modern cement in the cavities between the dressed stones and
on the top of the walls. However, at the bottom of the south
corner some original lime/cement plaster has been preserved on
the outside.
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214). The outline of the top of the rampart wall's left hand
semi-circle was visible (Fig. 21%). A wide ramp, hardly
detectable, leads up to the 26 m long and 4 m to 6 m wide
terreplein. The gun emplacement area 1is separated from the
actual rampart, built here as everywhere on the site from
earth, by one course of 0,2 m high semi-dressed stone. No
embrazures or formal gun emplacements are visible in this

section.

The rampart follows the contours of the small promontory on
which it was built. The mountain side falls steeply at an
angle of close to 70°. The bay's water below is very deep,
allowing ships to pass close by, if the swell had not been so

dangerous.

The excavation of selected areas of the East Fort

Three sites were selected for investigation at the upper area
of the East Fort containing the Blockhouse:

Area A 1inside and outside the lieutenant's quarter, the
store/ablution room and in and around the sentry box.

Area B at the back inside and in front of the soldiers’
quarters, and

Area C inside the kitchen and larder and outside the kitchen

door.

At area A we cleaned out the inside of the lieutenant’'s
quarter. The south corner revealed a fire place, set about
0,10 m above the floor and 1,30 m across the corner. The wall
in the corner and part of the fireplace contained samples of
the original plaster, heavily darkened by smoke. The artefacts
collected inside this room and the ablution block all date to
the twentieth century.

Squares B5, B6 and B7 in area A were heavily overgrown with
lush forest vegetation. The top layer, varying from 0,3 to 1
m, contained collapsed rubble from the walls, roots, rich
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CHAPTER 7

A FORGOTTEN FORT IN HOUT BAY:
FORT KLEIN GIBRALTAR

Introduction

At the beginning of the investigation of the Hout Bay Forts it
was assumed that there only existed the remains of the Hout
Bay East and West Forts. Yet, during the reading of primary
documents and especially the report by Lieutenant L.M.
Thibault on the Hout Bay Forts, dated 1794 (1), it became
clear that a third fort had been built. Lieut. Thibault
described Fort Klein Gibraltar in detail. The traveller de
Jong visited the Hout Bay valley in December 1794 and recorded
in his diary that Hout Bay contained three forts, each with
its own hot-shot-cannon ball oven (2).

The discovery of Fort Klein Gibraltar

Following leads from Thibault's document, such as the height
at which the fort was built, the distance from the East Fort,
the place, and taking the name Military Road into account, we
were able to pinpoint the location of the fort, known in its

day as Fort Klein Gibraltar.

Lieut. Thibault wrote in his letter:

"These three batteries [East and West Fort, Klein Gibraltar]
completely protect the bay, their respective fire crosses each
other and can reach the ships in sequence, with regard to the
small width of this bay and protect one another mutually, the

1. Cape Archives, C 698, Brieven en Papieren van A.J.
Sluysken, pp. 19-21.

2. De Jong, C. (18l1). Reizen naar die Kaap De Goede Hoop,
Ierlanden en Noorwegen in den Jaren 1791 to 1797. Ten
Haarlem: Bij Francolis de Bohn, 1811, Deel twee, pp. 73~
74.
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first and the second in the frontline and the third has the
advantage of being able to protect the second from all sides
and to cover all the paths and roads over the foothills lying
along the foot of the chain of mountains that encircle this
bay on the left hand side as well as over a portion of the

nearby dune”,

This nearby dune has now been obliterated by the buildings
along Main Road, Hout Bay. The dune is depicted on photographs
from the late nineteenth century, most of them taken from the
military road which led to the Blockhouse.

Thibault carried on to describe the third fort:

"The third battery on the bay lies in the same area as the
second [East Fort] and is also erected against the slope of a
hill jutting slightly out into the sea constituting portion of
another large hill, the breadth is 110, the 'Terre Plein' 30,
and the breastworks 16 feet, and can take 7 cannon, height
above sea level is 115 feet”.

As the East Fort is about 200 feet above sea level, the third
fort must have been situated much lower. The fact that 'their
respective fire crosses each other’' meant that the forts were
situated within the range of a cannon shot, i.e. 1,8 km.
Drawing a radius of 1,8 km around the East Fort we looked for
a promontory with a level area at a height of 115 feet above
sea level at the back of the East Fort.

The partial excavation of the third fort in Hout Bay

Klein Gibraltar has been located on Erf 2067, Military Road,
Hout Bay (Fig. 224). The site has been long used by local
fishermen as look-out point for the annual ‘snoek run', a
shoal of fish arriving at a specific time of the year along
the Atlantic coast of the Peninsula.
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The rampart wall of 0,60 m height, which continues east along
the contours of the cliff probably until the edge of the
modern Military Road, is alsoc plastered for a length of some
0,50 m (Fig. 233).

Conclusion

Unfortunately time did not permit us to excavate the fort in
more detail. We were also loath to cut down more of the trees
and the dense bush which covers the site. Consequently very
few artefacts were collected in an excavation area of ca 9 m2,
mainly concentrated around the oven and 0,5 m wide on both
sides along the rampart wall. The discovery of the well
preserved remains of this hot-shot-cannon ball oven brings a
new dimension to the detailed study of day-to-day activities
at the fort.

Fort Klein Gibraltar proved to be a more substantial defence
work than originally perceived. The question of how long it
was occupied, by whom, whether it was armed and with what kind
of guns, stationary or traversing, is for the time being left
to future research.
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CHAPTER 8

THE ARTEFACTUAL EVIDENCE FROM THE THREE
HOUT BAY FORTS

Introduction

The artefactual remains of the Hout Bay forts can be divided

into two categories:

1. Building materials, and military technology, such as guns
and ammunition, and

2. The debris left behind by the fortifications workers, the
soldiers manning the forts and their visitors.

The remains o©f the buildings and the built areas have been
described in chapters 5, 6 and 7. A few representative samples
of bricks and plaster, wood and iron building material were
collected and will be described wunder the appropriate

headings.

The guns on the East and West Forts which are displayed at
present were found at the sites in the 1920s and 1936
respectively, according to National Monuments (Western Cape
Branch) files. How they came to be there, and who put them
there is, for the moment, unclear.

Apart from the buildings and armament the sites contained some
debris, discarded by the people who were stationed or visited
there. However, the quantity of the artefactual remains is not
as large or as differentiated as that from civilian sites.
Military drill included the frequent 'cleaning’ and tidying of
occupied sites, whether temporary or permanent. In addition,
the possible military dump near the West Fort has long been
built over, the remains of the dump at the East Fort, possibly
below the kitchen building have been obliterated by the
building of Chapman's Peak Drive.
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Iron and other metal artefacts

Large quantities of wire, nails and iron rods of varying
lengths and widths were collected from the West Fort site.
Most of it appears to be contemporary fencing material.

A cache of food tins was excavated from area C, at the West
Fort, between the steps and the rampart wall. The cache seemed
undisturbed. The tins are round, ca 80 to 100 mm in diameter
and ca 100 to 140 mm long. Food tins have been used in Europe
from about 1840 onwards.

A ten liter iron bucket was found rusted and in fragments in
the armoury in the West Fort in layer 'brick/cement', the
lowest layer. This layer also yielded a door hinge (Fig. 235)
and a fixed door knob possibly from the door of the armoury

(4).

The excavation in the 'brick/cement' layer also yielded what
was tentatively identified as the iron remains of a traversing
gun platform. These parts were neatly stacked and placed in a
row against the terreplein wall, just above a layer of about

0,10 m of plaster and brick fragments (Figs. 236 and 237).

The following is a detailed 1list of possible gun platform
parts:

Square N5

2 rods, 750 mm long, 35 mm diameter,

9 rods, 650 mm long, 35 mm diameter, one rod is bent,

6 rods, 410 mm long, 35 mm diameter,

1l rod, 350 mm long, 23 mm diameter,

3 rods, 310 mm long, 35 mm diameter,

1 rod, 340 mm long, 35 mm diameter, (nut and bolt),

4. Hugh Floyd, architect and townplanner, pers. comm.
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rods, 230 mm long, 35 mm diameter, (nut and bolt),

rods, 250 by 17 mm square,

shafts with a 90° bend, 670 mm long, 50 mm diameter,

square brackets, 250 mm across, 40 mm wide,

half round rings, 75 mm diameter,

square nuts 65 by 65 mm,

round washers, 65 mm diameter with hole in centre.

Square N6

rods, 750 by 30 mm, square heads,

rods, 300-400 by 30 mm, square heads,

rods, as above, with nuts or square 'rings',

funnel shaped tool, 240 mm long,

chissel shaped tool, 280 mm long,

end caps (to prevent the end of a timber shaft to splint),
440 by 95 mm internal diameter,

rings, 80 by 95 mm internal diameter,

ring, 50 by 210 mm diameter,

flat bracket, [ shaped, 70 mm wide, 120 mm high, 550 mm
long,

square brackets, -\_/- shaped, 250 mm across, 40 mm wide,

assembled brackets consisting of a square bracket and 2
short rods,

half round rings, 75 mm diameter,

square nuts, 65 mm by 65 mm,

pulley, 600 mm long, 160 mm wide,

The weight of the pulley alone is 32 kg (5).

5'

Table compiléd and iron parts identified by Jorge
E'Silva, pers. comm.
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Guns, cannon balls and grape shot

a. Guns

At present five 24-pounder cast iron guns are displayed at the
West Fort but not in their original gun emplacements (Fig.
238). A sixth 24-pounder iron gun was excavated and reburied
after recording. They are muzzle loading cannons, solid cast
and with a 140 mm diameter bore shaft. The guns are called 24-
pounders because that is the weight of one cannon ball. The
guns were found on the site in 1936 when the West Fort was

declared a Hational Monument.

For identification purposes the guns were numbered 1 to 5 from

right to left. The following marks are still visible on the

guns:
Gun No Date Markings remarks
1 1782 VB on opposite ends
of the trunion
2 none survived gun very rusted
3 ncne survived gun very rusted
4 1752 169 and XI above partial remains
fuse hole of vocC and
British asset
register numbers
5 1752 VB on opposite ends
of the trunion
6090 above fuse hole British asset
no? gun similar
to gun no 4

The VB on one end of the trunion 1is probably the
manufacturer's mark and the dates on the trunion ends refer to
the date of manufacture. Guns were in use for a very long
time, as their basic design did not change for two to three
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hundred years. Guns like these were still in use in the
Crimean War in 1855 at the Battle of Sebastopol (6).

The Hout Bay East Fort rampart area contains eight 24-pounder
cast iron cannons, found on the site when the fort was
renovated in the 1920s. The three central guns have been
placed slightly to the back of the original gun emplacements.
An extra row of flagstones and modern cement secures the guns
in the ground. Two guns in the right half circle rampart wall
area are in the place where one gun should be. The gun to the
right of these is placed in a position never intended for a
gun emplacement. Two guns have been placed on the terreplein
(Fig. 239). We have numbered the guns from right to left.

The following markings were found on the guns:

Gun No. Markings coat-of-arms remarks
1. none very rusted
2a. N III British ship's gun
XIII (2) XII
3732
2b. N IX ship's gun
XIv XV
3. N XIX
XIv X VI
4090 /\
4. W I VII VvVoC
586 (?) 8 IV
5. N LIII
XIv X VIX
4(2)6(2)90 /\
6. N II British
W XIIT XVI
3796
7. N XX British
W III XVIII
3824

6. Hogg, I.V. (1981). The History of Fortification. London:
Orbis Publishing, pp. 150-151.
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Guns no 2a and 2b were ships’'quns, they had a ring on each
side of the cascable for the block-and-tackle. The markings
were engraved above the fuse hole and seem to be VOC (Roman
numerals) and British (Arabic numerals) asset numbers. No
dates of manufacture were found on the trunions or elsewhere

on the guns.

b. Ammunition

We excavated over seventy 24-pounder cannon balls from inside
the armoury on the West Fort. In addition, we left ca sixty
24-pounder cannon balls in situ (Fig. 240). They had been
neatly stacked in a pyramid and were rusted together.

The armoury also yielded about one hundred and twenty 1-
pounder cannon balls which were identified as grape shot (7).
The grape shot holders were found in the layers rubble infill,
grey/brown soil and brick/cement (Fig. 241). There were about
eighty of them, many more were left in situ. Each grape shot
holder could hold twelve 1l-pounder cannon balls. The grape
shot holder fitted into the 140 mm diameter 24-pounder cannon

muzzle.

Several grape shot were found over the West and East Fort
rampart excavations but no grape shot holders other than in
the armoury. Grape shot is a typical anti-personnel weapon,
intended to repel troops trying to land at the beach (8).

7. Hogg, I.V. (1974). A History of Artillery. London:
Hamlyn.

8. Barry Berkovitch, Cape Town, expert in small firearms,
pers. comm.
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Seven cartridges and four lead grape shot for hand guns were

recovered from the three forts'

cartridges all date from after 1860:

upper layers (Fig. 242). The

Fort] square description date
HBWF] c22 .44 rim fire cartridge
American carbine ca 1860's
HBWF B21 .44 rim fire cartridge as above
HBWF F20 .44 rim fire cartridge as above
HBWEF N6 .303 cartridge case Second World War
HBWF N6 lead grape shot, 350 mm
diameter, weight 188 g
HBWF M6 lead grape shot, as above
HBWE M7 lead grape shot, as above
HBWF P3, lead grape shot, as above
level 3
HBEH c23 .450 revolver cartridge 1880-1945
rampart case
HBEF B23 .22 cartridge revolver 1900-present
rampart case
KG outside hot-shot-~cannon-ball oven,
.303 cartridge case Second World War

An unused gun flint was found on the surface in the East

Fort's Blockhouse area (Fig. 243). It would have been used for

a large calibre hand gun some time before 1840, when the

percussion lock came into general use. This type of flint was

mined in Northern Europe and was always imported into this

country (9).

9. Barry Berkovitch, Cape Town, expert in small firearms,
pers. comm.
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Ceramics

Most of the ceramics collected from all three forts was
inexpensive ware, mass produced and imported from Great
Britain. We found fragments of cups, saucers, plates, bowls,
bottles and jugs. No fragments of tea pots, serving platters,
large serving <dishes/bowls were amongst the ceramics

collected,

Predominant are creamware, blue and white and grey and white
transfer printed wares. Early to late nineteenth century shell
edged and a few handpainted cup and bowl fragments are also
present. Some fine quality English porcelain fragments,
decorated and undecorated, might have been reserved for the
officers and were collected from outside the lieutenant's
guarter at the East Fort and in the armoury on the West Fort.
All date from the early to late nineteenth century and well
into the twentieth century (Figs. 244 and 245).

Fort Klein Gibraltar yielded a small, consistent collection of
mass produced creamware plate fragments, one annular ware cup
fragment and one blue and white plate fragment. All are
British manufactured and can be dated to the turn of the
eighteenth and throughout the nineteenth century.

A few Chinese porcelain and stoneware bowl and plate
fragments, coarse and fine, were excavated from the lowest
level inside the West Fort's powder magazine and outside the
soldiers’' gquarters and kitchen at the East Fort (Fig. 246).
They confirm the possible Dutch occupation level as they may
be dated to the end of the eighteenth century, although they
might not have been found in context.

Salt glazed stoneware fragments from gin bottles and storage
jars dated to after 1870 are also present from both the East
and West forts.
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All twentieth century glass, such as beer, Coca Cola,
cooldrink bottle and window glass fragments, was discarded.
The exception was the contents of the Second World War pit in
the armoury at the West Fort. This consisted almost
exclusively of wine, beer and cooldrink bottles, some of them
dated at the base from 1942 to 1946.

Seen in context, it is clear that the overwhelming majority of
the glass fragments are not connected with the occupation of
the forts by the Dutch and British military but are later,
accidental deposits. The exceptions are two wine bottle bases

from the oven area at Fort Klein Gibraltar.

The glass collection from the three forts appears in table

form at the end of this chapter.

Analysis of the faunal remains

a. Domestic stock.

We recovered mainly sheep bones such as ribs, vertabrae and
leg bones. Cattle bones consisted of rib and leg, but were
poorly represented. All these bones were chopped and sawed in

more or less equal length for cooking purposes.

b. Birds

Albatros are not commonly found on shore as they mainly live
and breed in the South Atlantic Ocean. Jackass Penguin were
probably more common two hundred years ago on a rocky sea
shore. Thelr eggs were more sought after, but the flesh may
also have been consumed. Bank Cormorant is a common species

found at the sea shore. A large number of bones of this

Lastovica, E. & A. (1982). Bottles and Bygones: a guide
for South African collectors. Cape Town: Don Nelson.
Jones, 0. & Sullivan, C. (1985). The Parks Canada glass
glossary for the discription of containers, tableware,
flat glass and closures., Ottawa: Parks Canada.

Willis, G. (1974). English glass bottles 1650-1900 for
the collector. Edinburgh: Bartholomew.
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species was collected inside the West Fort's armoury, but this
collection is interpreted as prey items in the burrow of some

predator.

c. Fish.
By far the majority of fish bones excavated were of snoek and

very little else. Snoek heads were well represented.

d. Molluscs
A great number of the molluscs excavated were Haliotlis midae,
generally known as perlemoen. We noticed the - today uncommon

- large size of the specimens.

Table of faunal remains at the Hout Bay West Fort
(The numbers in the columns are the number of fragments,

g/b soil = layer grey/brown soil)

Sgullayer |ovis | Bos | mole| bird | fish | othegtotal | remarks
capra rat weight
Cl3| oven| 1 1 1 1,59 |small fish
Cl4| area
€22 g/b 1 lg digit
soil
cc23 " 2 3 2 1 4 g| skull fragments
chicken
E20| top 1 1g butchered
layen vertabrae
E20| g/b 4 9 2 14 g all fragments
soil
F20 1 1 1 15 g albatros
F21 10 1 1 1 8 3 36 g ovis butchered
F22 1 1 4 g | molerat pelvis
sheep ribs
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squilayer ovig | Bos | mcle| bird | fish | othentotal | remarks
capra rat weight
G221, " 4 1 1 2 31 g bird=jackass
R21 penguin, tuna{?)
K8 | g/b 1 2 g| butchered
soil
M6 g/b 7 20 g ribs, vertabrae
soil most butchered
M6 " 8 5 g mainly skulls
M6 " 23 10 g snoek
M6 " 39 50 g Cape cormorants
Mé& lime/ 1 3 3 15 1 4 g snoek heads,
cement worked bone
M7 g/b 108 37 g mainly snoek
scil 72 16 g limb bones,teeth
M7 " 3 16 18 g butchered
vertabrae
M7 " 207 140 ¢ Cape cormorant
M7 v 5 0,259 greater musk
shrew skull
N6 | g/b 1 2 g butchered
soil
N5/¥6 ™ 6 3 1 23 g ovis fragments
N5/ | brick 2 1 1 1 1 21 g bos ribs show
N6 icement butcher marks
H6 " 37 18 g snoek
N6 " 9 2 3 84 g mostly butchered
N§ * 66 5 1 81 g| mainly Cape dune
molerat,cne shrew
N§ 72 92 g Cape cormorant
P3/ | level 4 3 1 15 g fragments
23 1
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Squ.ilayer ovis | Bog | mole| bird  fish | othertotal | remarks
capra rat weight]

P3/| level 1 0,59 | unidentified

23 2

P3/| level 1 1 3 2 6 g fragments

Q3 3

Ull4 g/b 1 3 1 38 g bird

V11| soil unidentified

Discussion

The food remains excavated at the West TFort, which can be
assigned to the period of occupation consisted mainly of
mutton bones with some beef towards the end of the military
presence. The bones were chopped ribs, vertabrae and other
lesser cuts, mainly used for stews. There were no prime cuts.
Fish was mainly consumed during the nineteenth and twentieth
century. Snoek heads only were present in the lowest deposits
such as the lime/cement layer in squares M6 and M7 in the
armoﬁry. Sea birds may have been consumed to break the

monotony of a steady mutton diet.

Given the small size of the sample it would be difficult to
infer who ate the meat and fish that contributed the bones in
the assemblage. One also has to take into account that fish
factories have existed nearby for the last hundred years or so
and discarded fish bones could have been worked into the

deposits.,
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Table of faunal remains from the Hout Bay East Fort

| squ/layer ovig | Bos| mole | bird jother | total remarks
capra rat weight
B5 ram 2 28 g leg
L B6 part
Bl8| ram 14 215 g butchered
| part proximal femur
L
D19 1 5 g rib fragment
H6 1 3 g chicken
K7/ 1 54g rib
L7

The only reliable faunal fragmeht is the butchered beef femur
from square B18, found at the base of the foundation wall in
the lower rampart area. The remaining bones might have been

discarded at any time.

Fort Klein Gibraltar

Area | layer ovis bos | bird total weight remarks
capra

South plaster 1 3 g not chicken
wall | floor

oven 1 1 I one sheep rib,
bird humerus

north rampart 1 3 65 g butchered
corner wall bones

The bones appear to be relatively recent deposits and cannot

be assigned to the fort's occupation of ca 1793-1795.
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Analysis of the molluscs of the three forts

Fort squaré layer no of total Species
fragments weight
HBWE CC23 1 3 g Chitonid
HBWE M6 lime/ 31 340 g Haliotis midae
cement 4 lg Aulacomya ater
1 0,1 g patella compressa
2 18 g unidentified
HBWE M7 g/b I 25 g Patella cochlear
g0il 2 80 g P. compressa
1 0,1 g Choromytilus
meridionalis
KG | south [plaster 4 118 g Patella compressa
wall floor 12 28 g Choromytilus
' meridionalis
1 1g Oxystele variegata
KG | oven 3 61 g Patella compressa
Choromytilus
1 0,1 g meridionalis

No molluscs were excavated at the Hout Bay East Fort.

At the Hout Bay West Fort by far the most representative
mollusc is H. midae commonly known as perlemoen, which today
is a rare delicacy. It seems that it was less exploited in the
past, as evidenced by the large shells in the lower layers in
the armoury, a diameter of 120 mm by 160 mm being not
uncommon., The second most abundant mollusc found at the site
is the limpet P. compressa which may be consumed cocked or in

a raw state, providing a rich source of protein,

The most abundant mollusc occuring at Fort Klein Gibraltar is
the limpet, P. compressa. The second most abundant mollusc is
the black mussel, C. meridionalis, which must be steamed or

cooked prior to consumption.

We have, however, only collected a representative sample from
each site. The distribution of the molluscs has been estimated

with the largest number of perlemoen found inside the armoury







335

Fort layer colin
HBWF powder magazine, P3, top level 2 cents, 1965
HBWF armoury, N6, brown/grey soil 1/2 cents, 1961
HBWF armoury, N6, brown/grey soil 2 cents, 1985
KG hot-shot cannon ball oven area : ggggibly dated

One possible tunic hook was found in the powder magazine, top

level, amongst the modern litter.

Two Dutch clay pipe stem fragments were collected from the top
of the West Fort's traversing gun track section (Fig. 251).
One 'grof' (rough) pipe stem fragment with the fleur-de-lis
stamp, outside diameter 10 mm, bore hcole 3,5 mm and unevenly
bored. This fragment dates from 1670-~1720 and was produced in
and around Gouda. The second pipe stem fragment is of fine
clay quality, outside diameter 5,0 mm, bore diameter 2,0 mm
and dates to around 1740 (15).

At the Hout Bay West Fort, inside the armoury, square M7,
level grey/brown scil, a 12 by 12 by 12 mm ivory dice was
found (Fig. 16). It could have been manufactured this century.

At the east Fort, square Bl8, rampart level an aluminium
handle fragment of a fork or spoon was unearthed. It dates to
the 1920s or later.

Summary

The only reliable collection of datable artefacts was
excavated from inside the armoury on the West Fort. The
ammunition and possible remains of gun platform(s) had been
left behind in ca 1829 or earlier when the forts in Hout Bay

15. Otto Graf, Department of Archaeology, University of Cape
Town, pers. comm.
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were abandoned. The ceiling of the armoury would have
collapsed shortly thereafter and the contents left undisturbed
until the refuse pit was dug sometime during the Second World
War. The remaining iron and other metal artefacts can not be
assigned to any specific period, other than nineteenth or

twentieth century.

The ceramic assemblage 1is undistinguished and reflects the
range of mass produced British colonial exports. One piece of
ornamental British ware, dating to the late nineteenth
century, might reflect preferences of visitors to the picnic

site,

Exceptions are the Oriental and locally manufactured ceramics
dated tentatively to the end of the eighteenth century.

To make any assumptions on the evidence of three potsherds or
to assign any ceramic artefacts to the people living or
visiting the forts during the pericd 1781 to 1829 would not be
prudént.

The majority of the glass collection is dated firmly to the
nineteenth and twentieth century, i.e. after the forts were
abandoned. The only exceptions are the two wine bottle bases
from the hot-shot-cannon ball oven area of Fort Klein
Gibraltar, which are dated concurrently with the occupation of
the fort from 1793 to 1795,

The excavations at the forts yielded not one contemporary
cartridge case from a hand gun, uniform button or any other
personal belonging connected with military activities from
soldiers or workers stationed there before 1829. As only a
small part of the forts was excavated and the areas had been
extensively c¢leaned and landscaped during this century the
results were not unexpected.




337

TABLES OF ARTEFACTS

i

(Abbreviations: HBWF Hout Bay West Fort

HBEF = Hout Bay East Fort,
KG = Klein Gibraltar
cent = century)

Building materials, wood, iron and other metal artefacts

Fort square or description guantity
level
HBWF A, DD23 1lid of petrol tin with handle 0,5 kg
HBWF B, C22 lead rod, wire fencing 0,5 kg
HBWF C, E20 horse shoe fragment, wire fencing 1 kg
HEBWF C, F21 food tins, round, 90 to 120 mm
diameter, 140 to 160 mm high 1kg

HBWF C, G21/ food tins, as above 2 kg

H21 wire fencing, kettle 1lid, enamel

grape shot, nuts and bolts 2 kg

HBWF F, rubble nails, wire, slate, charcoal

infill 3kg
HBWF F, nails, nuts, bolts, flat wrought

level 1 iron pieces diameter ca 0,25 m 3kg
HBWF F, 1 hub and 3 wheel fragments

level 3
HBWF G, grey/ 1 bucket, 2 horseshoes, nuts, bolts

brown flat iron pieces as above 5kg

soil door knob, door hinge, 10 kg
HBWF G, M7 square copper roof nail, 60 mm long,

grey/brown with round head, 16 mm diameter

soil dated to 19%h cent
HBWF G, brick/ nuts, square and round, for top

cement layer of grape shot holders 20 kg
HBEF A, outside part of pickax, flat iron

lieut., quarter piece, 0,5 by 0,1 m 2 kg
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Fort square or description quantity
level
HBEF rampart grape shot 1 kg
C13

HBEF G, A22 food tin fragments, as on HBWF 0,2 kg
HBEF G, B18 iron rod 0,1 m long, 0,05 m wide 0,2 kg
HBEF G, B23 nail

KG oven nails, wire, iron hinge fragment 1 kg

KG south wall nails, large and small

0,2 kg
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Ceramics
Fort square description date
or area
HBWF A, CC23 blue band on rim stoneware
military issue 19/20%Pcent
HBWF A, DD23 blue/white transfer print 1850-1900
HBWF B, B2l Creamware 19/20%Pcent
HBWF B, (22 handpainted cup or bowl, stoneware
sponge decorated 1850-~1920
HBWF C, E20 grey transfer print, stoneware 1840-1860
HBWF C, E20 creamware 19th cent
HBWF C, E20 Oriental enamelled, Chinese (?)
black/green overglaze 18/19%cent
HBWF C, E20 salt glazed stoneware, bottle 19/20tPcent
HBWEf C, F20 handpainted stoneware,
blue banded 1850-today
HBWF C, F20 handpainted porcelain late 19th cent
HBWF C, F21 ibid, 1840-1860
HBWF C, F21 blue/white porcelain 19th cent
HBWF C, F21 blue/white Chinese porcelain 18/19th cent
HBWF C, G20 blue stripes, annular ware 1850-1900
HBWF C, G20 grey transfer print, stoneware 1840-1880
HBWF C, G21/H21 ibid. 1840-1860
HBWF G, N5, N6 layer rubble overburden
05, 06 salt glazed stoneware, bottle, 19/20th cent
German stoneware, creamware ibid.
handpainted stoneware, bowl ibid.
HBWF G, N5, N6 layer brown/grey soil
05, 06 creamware, grey transfer print, hand
painted, blue/white transfer print 19/20th
cent

salt glazed, white porcelain
green/brown translucent glaze,
earthenware fragment 18th cent
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Fort square description date
or area

HBWF G, M7, layer grey/brown soil
handpainted bowl fragment, as

above, stoneware, creamware 19th cent
HBWF F vellow stoneware saucer, creamware
level 1 painted and white porcelain (stamped
CAULDON CP, England) 19/20thcent

Chinese porcelain

HBWF F  porcelain, white and hand painted
level 2 European 19/20%hcent

HBWF F, Chinese porcelain, grof and fine 18/19th cent
level 3 coarse creamware, with 3 blue lines
on rim late 19th

HBEF inside porcelain and stoneware

Blockhouse modern
HBEF A, Lieut. blue and white transfer print 19th cent
qguarters creamware, green glazed ornament 19/20%Ncent
HBEF A creamware, green glazed flower pot lgéﬁothcent
sentry blue/gold rimmed egg cup fragment 20 cent
box below paving: blue/white willow
pattern, fine creamware as above
HBEF B unpainted English bone china, creamware
K7,L7 Chinese porcelain, Canton border, late 18th
blue and white century
HBEF C,kitchen blue/white willow pattern,
transfer printed, creamware,
coarse and fine early 19th
HBEF ramparts shell edged plate fragment, earl{ 19th
C19, Bl8 creamware, salt glazed, porcelain 19/20 h cent
KG South West blue and white sponge ware
corner annular ware 19/20%Pcent
KG North creamware, handpainted bone
corner china, plain bone china, salt
glazed round vessel fragment 19/20thcent

KG oven creamware, porcelain as above
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infill. One might assume that the rampart and embrasure
material would have been reused when the second phase of the

West Fort's development took place in 1793.

The East Fort's lower and middle level rampart area were
probably excavated from the steep mountain side in 1782/3. The
rampart wall on the middle level seems to be the only remains
of the construction from that period. The ends of the rampart
wall were retained with dressed stone. We assume that a powder
magazine was placed in this, the only area in the bay fully

protected from enemy fire.

The second building stage: 1793 - 1795.

Overlaying the possible original platform of 1781 at the West
Fort 1is an area facing the sea, which consists of a low
rampart wall with a gently sloping glacis, and three
travérsing gun platform tracks. These tracks were all
constructed of different materials, which might indicate
stages of repair and maintenance over the fort's remaining
thirty five years of occupation. Only o¢ne type ©of
construction, manifested at the West Fort in the right track,
is datable by association. This kind of double groove track,
plastered with lime/cement, was excavated from the East Fort
rampart area below the terreplein, which was added in about
1804, It thus dates from ca 1793 to ca 1803. The arcs of the
tracks differ from those of the map of 1844: the left is 3609,
the middle one 90°, the right 180° (7). No fourth track could
be lccated. We suspect it might be buried underneath the

terreplein, which was added later.

One 24-pounder iron gun, dated 1752 was found in situ on its
gun traverse platform track. A l-pounder grape shot cannon
ball near the muzzle might indicate the use of this type of

ammunition.

7. Cultural History Museum, Cape Town, map of the West Fort,
Hout Bay, 1844.
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correct to state that the upper Blockhouse area was excavated
and levelled and the remaining buildings attuned to the slope
at the beginning of the building program in 1796. This
confirms how important the bay was in the defence strategy of
the Peninsula. Direct archaeological or documentary evidence
for erection o©f the substantial quarters ror the commanding
officer, the soldiers (the 'rank-and-file'), utility
buildings, such as kitchen, store rooms, ablution block,
sentry box or toilet taking place between 1796 and 1803 has
not been forthcoming. The size of the garrison, its
composition and importance alone makes it probable that the
buildings were erected during this time. The building
techniques used by the workmen under the British Royal
Engineers are of better and more lasting quality, gquite
distinct from the haphazard and often unprofessional execution
the Dutch had to put up with.

The West Fort seems to have been manned by soldiers from the
East Fort. We estimated that it takes no longer than one hour
to reach the other side of the bay on foot. The men at the
East Fort were plagued with boredom from time to time, hence
the ‘'hassling of his cattle grazing in the vicinity of the
East Fort', J. van Helsdingen complained about in 1799.

One might assume, that the type of armament remained the same
as that from the Dutch period at both East and West forts.
Klein Gibraltar is not mentioned in the documents of the
handing over of VOC property to the British occupation troops
or thereafter. It might have been of minor interest to the
British, who knew that the entrance to the bay could
successfully be defended. It lay also on the military road,
which was probably repaired and widened at this time. The
inspection reports for the Hout Bay forts mention a large
guantity of ammunition stored at the forts' magazines,
hundreds of rounds for several calibres of guns, mobile and
stationary. That, and the building program, required a
passable road.






364

retaining wall of roughly dressed stone. It must be stated at
this point that we have not been able to assign the armoury
definitely to either the Batavian period or the second British
occupation after 1806. The walls are constructed with great
care, as is the doorway. The roof of this building might have
been flat and constructed rrom ‘'almagasse’, a term used by
Lieut. Thibault for a construction of layers of beams and reed
mats, then a mixture of clay, sand and lime with straw and
crushed soft brick fragments. This was then impregnated with
whale or seal oil to render it waterproof. This type of roof
was subject to collapse in the heavy winter rains. A great
quantity of this material was found inside the remains of the
armoury. Lieut. Thibault was employed by both the British and
the Batavian government. At this time, before the advent of
corrugated iron, it was the only method available to fire
proof flat roofs.

The powder magazine abutting the rear of the terreplein might
have been constructed at this time as well. The rough
construction from beach boulders might have to do with
Batavian economic measures. Excavation through part of the
floor revealed a mixed artefact assemblage dating to the late
eighteenth /early nineteenth century.

The fifth stage: 1806 -1829

The armoury building as such might either date to the Batavian
government period or, more likely, to the second British
occupation. The contents of the armoury, however, are
unquestionably British, The neat stacks of ammunition and
probable gun platform remains are attributed to British army
discipline.

The forts in Hout Bay were kept up, yearly inspection reports
attest to attention to detail. A company of soldiers was
always stationed at the East Fort wuntil 1829, when the
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withdrawal of the garrison formally ended the military
occupation of the Hout Bay forts.

The last stage: 1940 - 1945.

The Second World War and the fear of German U-boat invasion
initiated the last building program in Hout Bay. The West Fort
and Klein Gibraltar were fitted out with concrete gun
emplacements and ammunition storage facilities. On the middle
level rampart area at the East Fort a concrete bunker
supplanted the 'powder magazine'.

The Hout Bay Forts played a minor, but very important part in
the military history of the transition period from the Dutch
to the British colonial area. The existence of the forts, and
their perceived great fire power, were one of the factors in
deciding, firstly, not to attack the ships in Hout Bay in 1781
{and thereby taking the Cape fourteen years earlier) and,
secondly, the direction of the British invasions of 1795 and
1806.

The forts were built and renovated to ever more advanced
standards of fortifications technique and arms technology.
Such measures as the Council of Policy passed before 1795 were
egsgsentially economic, not political. They were also highly
provisional, a combination of stop-gaps and bluff. 1In
contrast, the British army was professionally managed and
financially able to provide the service required. The Batavian
Republic's military undertakings were guided by prudence and
good sense.

It seems that the aims of the archaeological research program
was achieved with some measure of success. The building phases
of the Hout Bay forts have been delineated and might thus be
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applied to other defence works erected and maintained in the
Cape Peninsula between 1781 and 1829.

FUTURE OPTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The initiation of this study was met with much enthusiasm by
military historians at the Cape, elsewhere in the country and
even as far afield as Britain. We have surveyed the whole Cape
Peninsula from Table Bay to Simon's Bay by foot, guided by
maps and descriptions of fortification works of the pericd
1781 to 1829.

We have identified several remains of fortifications works and
sites of military interest, which will add whole new
dimensions to further studies, most importantly about the
daily 1lifes of ordinary soldiers at the batteries and
outworks. In one verbatim copy from the Public records Office,
London, of a ‘'list of military works handed over to the
British ordnance at the surrender of the Cape in September
1795', the historian George McCall Theal explained in a
footnote, that he had only listed the principal buildings and
outworks of the forts and fortifications, the contents of
these (e.g. tools, furnishings, kitchen utensils, etc) he
deemed not to be of interest to the historian (9).

The principal works of a military nature which have been
reasonably well preserved and warrant further investigation
are the following:

York Redoubt (Fig. 252), built in 1796, is situated above De
Waal Drive on the slopes of Devil's Peak. It is overgrown by
dense vegetation and thus very well preserved. The remains of
the foundations of the officer's quarters and the magazine,
ramparts and ditches as well as a number of artefacts date the

occupation to well into the nineteenth century.

9. Theal, G. McCall (1894). Records of the Cape Colony.
Vol 1. [my emphasis].
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There are two large British military camp sites on the slopes
of Devil's Peak, complete with tent floors, remains of poles,
camp utensils of every description, permanent building
foundations, all in pristine condition. The artefacts can be
dated to the late eighteenth and throughout the nineteenth
century (Fig. 253). The original military road, built by the
Royal Engineers in 1796 can be followed for quite a way up to
the Queen's and King's Blockhouses.,

The Laboratory buildings and grounds (Fig. 254) at Fort
Wynyard, formerly Kyk-in-de-pot Battery have survived and have
recently been declared National Monuments. In one corner of
the surrounding original wall are the remains of former
latrines for the soldiers and officer, the stable and the
officer's quarter, a dumping ground since ca 1786. We concede
that latrines are unusual recipients of cultural material and
the task of excavating them might be challenging.

The hot-shot-cannon ball oven in Fort Klein Gibraltar at Hout
Bay was only partially excavated.

The remains of the Central Redoubt in Trafalgar Park in
Woodstock (Fig. 255) are of prime importance to elucidate
Dutch fortification building techniques. It was surrounded by
a dry ditch, which was subsequently, presumably after 1827,
filled in. This ditch warrants further investigation. The
masonry wall at the entrance was added by the British in 1796.
The brick kilns were possibly erected in mid-nineteenth
century and have absolutely no connection with the redoubt's
original function.

Part of the Hollands Redoubt, a wall section and two guns
buried in the ground nearby (Figs. 256 and 257) survive near
the Tollgate parking area in Lower Woodstock. It was a part of
the French Lines, stretching from Fort Knokke to Zonnebloem
estate.
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The mountain side in Muizenberg between the Main Road and
Boyes Drive in the vicinity of Bailey's cottage and the Natale
Labia Museum is criss-crossed with forts, ramparts and other
works of a military nature, both Dutch and British (Figs. 258
and 259). They are all in a good state of preservation. This
and the following sites need urgent attention as renovation
plans for the Muizenberg waterfront are underway and the whole
area will undergo extended rebuilding and restoration. This
might include the demolition of the building known as Sandton-
on-Sea, which incorporates the original Dutch powder magazines
opposite the Poshuis (10). Bailey's cottage is situated within
the first British fort in Muizenberg (Fig., 260). According to
a report by Tim Hart, the archaeological sensitive layers are
about one metre below present ground level (11). A cache of
cannon balls, stacked like the ones in the Hout Bay West Fort
armory, was found near the chimney stack of the cottage. This
concurs with the result of historical investigation and my

personal survey of the grounds.

I started to research and write this thesis with the intention
to investigate the relationship between the military component
of the Cape's various colonial masters and the population,
Instead the space has been taken up by listing, describing and
tracing the history of the military installations alone. I had
hoped to contribute to the social history of the Cape. The
understanding of the development of the built environment, the
contextualising of the land- and seascape as one component of
social history seems to have done just that.

Between 1781 and 1829 the sea shores in the Cape Peninsula
were largely perceived by the authorities as military zones of

10. 1Inspection of the interior by myself and investigation of
the history of the building by the owner, architect Mr P.
Mathieson.

11. Bailey's Cottage, Muizenberg. Unpublished report on Cape
Town City Council excavations by the Archaeological
Contracts Office, University of Cape Town, April 1950.
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interaction, to be fortified, defended, watched over. The
enemy was expected to come from 'over the water'. Once the
waterways were secure, sea shores could be viewed as
'connecting’ this known world to others ‘'overseas', a term
still used today in the vernacular.

With the dismantling of coastal defence works the shores of
the Cape Peninsula would be rediscovered as places for
recreational purposes. The Hout Bay beach was becoming a well
vigsited place for picnic outings 'because of the excellent sea
bathing to be had' (Fig. 261). The shores along the Atlantic
and False Bay were also put once again, as 1in pre- and
protohistoric times, to economic use and local fisherfolk
communities began to flourish.
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Fig. 255 Centre Redoubt, Trafalgar Park, Woodstock, Cape
Town, ca 1960. (Cape Archives, AG 9526).

Fig. 256 Remains of a wall, encompassing the French Lines
near the Hollands Redoubt, Woodstock, Cape Town,
1993.
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Fig. 261 Hout Bay beach, by C. Webb Smith, ca 1830 (South
African Library, Ref A.pic.Mend 19352 (i) ).
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APPENDIX

Table of forts and fortifications in the Cape Peninsula

Date Table Bay False Bay Hout Bay

1652 Fort de Goede Hoop

1666~1672 | The Castle of Gocd Hope

1715-1726 | Chavonnes Battery

17441745, Fort Xnokke, Sea Lines
Imhoff Battery

1781-1783| French Lines, Coehoorn, North Battery = Zoutman West Fort
Gordon, Kerkhoven Lines Scuth Battery = Boetselaar East Fort
Amsterdam Battery, Roggebay, Conway Redoubt
Groote and Kleine, Kyk-in
-de-pot, Camps Bay, Kloof
Nek, Nieuwe Batteries

1783~1795| Intermediaire Battery Ralk Bay Battery Klein Gibraltar

Muizenberg Redoubts

1796-1802 | Craig's Tower and Battery Martello Tower in East Fort
King's, York and Prince of Simon's Town, Blockhouse
Wales Blockhouses, York Muizenberg batteries
Redoubt

1803-1806 | renovations and additions

1811 Cradock Battery
Wynberqg Camp

1827-1829 | dismantling of most batteries
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