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In a world where human and urban development progress at a rate which sometimes seems exponential
and unsustainable it is not surprising that less and less detail is ‘noticed along the way’. | think this idea can
be attributed to economic and social trends within society. | do not think that the process can be reversed
but it can and must better incorporate the smaller details, the ‘in betweens’. Through the course of the
development of modern mobility ‘left over spaces’ have become more common and expansive, and they
tend to get neglected once they have been ‘made’ into ‘spaces along the way’. They are simply a physical
circumstantial state and as such people will look past or through this ‘terrain vague’, its presence accepted
without the knowledge or the thought that it is a by product of their cheap modern mobility. It is evident
that the our mobile society is continually mobilizing and this results in underappreciated in-between spaces
losing their spatial value to the human psyche. The result is wasted space. | consider the extent of under
valued space in the foreshore shameful, especially as it is at the fulcrum of the major mountain-sea axis and
is site of the historically important Adderly Street Pier.

| believe that it is time for a reinterpretation of the role of the foreshore space in Cape Town'’s society, an
effortalready underway with mixed attitudes and results. It is in grave danger of continuing its development
in a disjointed fashion, along similar guidelines and constraining orthodox ideals to those which led to its
planning and haphazard development thus far. What we see so far demonstrates a disregard or inability to
understand what is required to return qualitative meaning to the area, and to the people of Cape Town. It
would be a sad outcome if it were allowed to continue. The global precedents pertaining to inner city land
regeneration are testament to the possibilities that exist where a historical legacy has left behind a hostile
context. These precedents have employed new methods of thought and design deduction to enrich their
space with a new layer of history separate, but in tune with the old.

Cape Town is once again presented with a golden opportunity to reinvent its foreshore, not by reclaiming
400 acres of land but by reclaiming some inner city foreshore for the pedestrian and the water. Positive so-
lutionsshall not only come from good design sensibilities and spatial restructuring but will also require an in
depth knowledge of the unique physical conditions which make up the area and contribute to its status.
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Glossary of Terms:

‘Green’ in this context refers to the perception of the space as vegetated.

‘Mobility’ | refer to as a shift of mass and/or energy in space and time but in relation to human activity and endeavor.

‘Transfer’ as described by Manuel Gausa in the Metapolis dictionary of advanced architecture — ‘places of absorption which are

converted into effective — hybrid — substitutes for the city: quasi spontaneous para-urban mutations developed as condensers and
couplings of programattically-mixed functional grids.’























































































































