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,.,Ilaill!.''';'; tenlllU10l()GY for residential areas for those who were classified as . African' in 
PQQ1!.l.rujQ!l~~l!tiQ!!..A~ No. 30 1950. 
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3 The women selected the title. It is drawn from a song that was made famous a 
of women who influx control laws 'the pass laws' - outside the Houses 

of Parliament in Pretoria in 1956. The song is a celebration of women's It says, 'You strike a 
woman, you strike a rock' 

The Eastern contains the former Transkei and Ciskei to the democratic 
elections of homelands' . law :>UI--,wa.l..u that should 
live in these two areas. in Zwelethemba have extended networks in the Eastern 

and maintain close links with them. 
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1 Members of the liberation or!~anlsatiOl[lS 
exile the of the l!!Q£m1mn~~ 
151 of 1992. Government officials were indemnified ...... UJUj';,H 

No. 61 and No. 22 of 1977. Members of the South African Defence Force 
were the SADF and Section 16 of the 
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estaOJllSftm(;m was COIuermous; ODlJOIlents 

prCISe(:utlon, a LOlmrrllss 

most <l-Ulvlv'.Iv", 

the 1993 liberation further 
for State officials while rer:lre~;entatlves of the State and of 

a blanket <:lrn'np",hl 

~ Ubuntu. An word that has no It 'nt'''rr.,... ...... pc ideas of 
and 'hwnaneness'. 

...~".,-u<,,, and Chris Ribeiro 
President of the of South Mrica, the Government of the of South the 
Minister of Justice. the Minister of and and the of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. The held that their constitutional to 

the The case was heard in the Constitutional Court on 
months after the Commission had been and on 
Mohammed with concurrence from the members of the Constitutional Court In his IUU!5v'''''''' 

Mohammed found that the limited to settlement 
tk .. ,,, .. ,,,h the courts, the of the Interim Constitution and that 

and found that Parliament could 
on their 

circumstances. 

The Commission countered claims of offered 'social' or 
in lieu of criminal and/or In the Commission's 

of the describes restorative thus: 

!-,W'''''.llH'''''' as with 
""Q'U"/5, nlU11lony and 

hence the 
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The identifies one of the most lrnl~,,1rl,.,nt tasks of restorative as 

to redefine crime: it shifts the 
offences 

or \-\Tong done to another person 

was instituted as a formal of governance after the National 
the Commission did not examine violations committed the full 

but focused on the between 1960, when the African National 
Pan African were banned and when the first democratic elections took 
The first cut-off date the Act \-vas December 1993. when the Interim Constitution was 

After from the left and of the the cut -off date was extended 
the date the elected President took office. 
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The work of the is not at the time 
When its work is an addendum to the Commission's 1998 
aPlJl1c:atilJns for were made. Committee rl'nnrU-ri 

cases had been or denied because did not meet the criteria laid down in the Act. 
Volume One: 276 and Volume Four: 3 

describes as both those who made statements and those who gave 
UH/UI<UUtU the dissertation. I describe as those who made statements to the 

Commission and as 'testifiers' those who testified in before the Human 
Violations Committee. I between the two for two reasons: I did not have 
access to the statements of and selection of testifiers was made 

'victims from all sides of the conflict'. Public of 
to nrcmuil' 

presented in the Commission's It IS not 
IJV~'"1V''' to ascertain the extent of the IJV~"1V1" The dissertation draws on data 
collected from and not at the time have not been 
made 

the end of the Commission's l"'IJ'al<l:UVU., two of 
which accrued Violations 
Committee or the Committee. 
between R 2000 and R4 000 (ap:proxirrmtely 
Iffilmeldla:te health care or to meet uw","",..,u', .... 
'Individual 
years. The Committee taenUlJea three other measures: 

ComnlUI1lity Rehabilitation', tnr,,,,,,yn 

ensme that human abuses are 
was submitted to the State President in October and debated in 

at the time of (, the has not 
recommendations. To identified as victims have received no more than UIR n'Hffn~'nT" 
between R2 000 and R4 000 ""t'",".·n ajJprl[)x1:maltely USD Not all victims 'luau,,,;,,, 

"''>'t'lT'''nt" NGOs the to the State on the matter 
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pellletralors' and 'victims', was criticised for the roles of 'beneficiaries' in 
pv.U..l .... ,al "'''''TF'Tn'' based on or violence to maintain their ends 

I.UGnHu",attention away from the structures and 'structural violence' that such 
AsmaI and Roberts submission NGO coalition to the 
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into secret State chemical and 
LUu,"U~'U", the activities the Mandela United Football Club which Nelson 

Winnie Madikizela Mandela was and which was accused of numerous acts 
of gross violation of human the death of President Samora Machel in an 

October 1986 and the crash of the off the Mauritian coast 
(comrrlenl~ators had accused the State Most ..... a.lUl,S" 
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men. were more men to 
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10 the victims identified in testimonies were not identified sex. 
are not included in the Table or in Tables and 
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21 298 statements 

672 

statements 

aelJorlenrs were 

IVl<lUUU"_ the Commission drew on the 
£.!,!j~!!!!l~~lll!f!!!!l~~ No. 30 of 1950 that ... ",,.,,,, ... ,,.1'1 

use of the Act's tenmUIOJ()J:!:V 

12 The statement was somehow less IJVllU,",'U than the 
ImplH~atJtOn that is '"'<1"''''''''0'-'''' in '-'""1"'''' Six of the dissertation. 
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a matter I m 
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A total of testifiers apt)eacred before the Human Violations Committee at the 
hPc~lnn'O'in East London. described incidents of violation. Nineteen testifiers 

were women and fifteen women testified about violations 
inflicted on men. 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

was bn:atlh-t:aklnQ grace 

U..,UULlUUto 

V\)\)V,;:'ll'"Vll to not 

a 

not 

a 

some 

Women constituted less than one 
made women had been considered: two were were refused 
and fourteen still awaited decisions Volume One: 276 and Volume Four: 3 
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15 In the event the Commission confined itself to a more limited notion as I have shown 
above, 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

were women, 

women were 

n nv"., pact 

women to overcome 

was 

h"",r,.Hl'C to women ",,-'lU"lU,:'::OlUH\Vl 

A 

save 

to 

was 

gross 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

scant account 

men, III 

III was 

treatment. 

comments it was 

anecl:ea as a 

trequent:!) r,3TPr"I>rl to women as 

men gave 

was co:ncl~rrlca it not 

constraints on dl~;cusslon 

P!U·IIU1C. on 

a 

as an area III treatment 

reason U"\~'''J'UU IS 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

measures to secure SUllernellts 

to 
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to 

men. 

was a catcg()ry' It 

m teStlITlODlieS 

'-<nu!,,',,' on Women draws in on material from a paper I to the "-==='-'" 
.Ql!ill~~ but some of the material drawn from my work has not been 

in Two of the dissertation is a reworked 
UD'-Galea version of the conference paper, The reader familiar with the Commission 

cautioned to take that the conference paper on which Two of the dissertation 
1.I1VUaL\¥;:) the Commission 

17 The nT'l"rnry,.t1n,n of violations T'pn"rt'>N as been committed 
women were committed rej:lres:enltatrves of the State with other or 
institutions. 

For a discussion of 'natural {'$ItpUI'In,'<: The distinction between natural and 
constructed caleglJru~s 

notions of social construction. 
Commission's work. 
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The discourse the Commission drew motifs and assumptllons and 
in many of the rituals had Christian overtones. Some Commission members 

on Christian norms and <:vn,nro", and social constituencies about the overt oT'n'nh"", 

1999: 
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2 One young male translator 'It is difficult to vlct1m 
the first person all the time. I have no distance when I say "I" , .. it runs U"'JU"," 
in 1998: Another translator. a woman, likened translation of victim 
of childbirth March 
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3 One of the 'homelands' or 'Bantustans' established the Stale in terms of the of 
I.<lVVUlvUL that held that cultural differences were irreducible and that different cultures 

should have their own land and Four of the homelands 
and Venda were declared 

reliant on the South African State and were not md,epfmd,ent States the international 
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His Friedman testified to the Commission on 
She accused the State and of up his death. Ferdi 

State's covert Bureau 
.IVUIHQU'" that he had killed Webster 21-27 November 

Barnard was tried and found of Webster's death. 
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described 

1I11,1prO£1>111' radical as a consequence of colonisation and 
that oral historical narrative relies on memory that has 'a close 

mnemonic and location' (1994: Her work examines what when 
lose access to the that to oral in an 

Ndebele-Sotho chiefdom in what was then the Northern Transvaal and is now the Northern Province 
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the ANC and PAC were banned. The 
States and in 1963 the ANC launched 

The PAC established APLA 

one. 

to 

m 

wrote to 

as a >,Vl'LU'~U' 

5<lIU;)<lUVJl!;) established bases in 
Umkhonto We Sizwe 

Liberation 
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He not want to 

as nrf'tTI,rnutr.Y"<.' 

In 

way 

to toW'l1 to 

go was 

was 

return 

to 

was 

was 

was 

saw a passage, 

13 The time frame in her testmlOnybecame condensed at this and it was not clear how much 
later she learned of his arrest In the it appears that she heard of his arrest after she 
had him in the street 
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was on a 

I was 

to 

news 

a vu'Uu .• n""'lVU,",' 

as 

to 

nrrUS!;lOnelrs nomleo In 

response to 

as 

seven young men as case 

were seven men were mf:mlbelrs anMK 

14 Death is considered and after a burial relatives and Uvl'F,UVV'UA" wash their hands outside 
the homestead of the deceased person before and food with the 
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1J1a.lllll,;;U to a.U1U""'",,U a tr<l,nF·rl In 

on 

son: 

IS 

was 

Her a spe~ClrlC 

, as 

scene 

moves 

nPI"Hnnllr was 

an 

.;,Uh' .... UA'-'U in the next 

went to went to ma 

15 Members ofliberation ""<lJ,ll"":ttltlH~ who had been "<l"tl,'rpll and 'turned' and who served the State, 
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16This appears to be a mistranslation. Seven were killed the Forces. 
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agency, 
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mental 
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as own 
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to avert VlCHCIlce it at a "'''~'~~A'''''' were 

were 

at 

AVA',", ..... ,,, may wound in 

ways in 

was not ne,:es~;an In 

on 

in a street in 

were 

two sons to 

a 

on 

women ran oul:doors sons 

IV,"''''UU15 in a corner, he 

ran 

was 

to U"'-'Ul',",' man carne in an 

17 thanks to Linda Waldman for out the absence of reJ:,re!;entatilon of men in women's 
testimonies. 
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III COIIQll[IOilS 

the 

an 

event HV ............... many 

to 

"1"V'IP"'~'" context in U!r1,m~'n 

women 

to m 

a 

eXl0ec:tatlorls were \#'1I01,HtS"'" 

was 

not son 

roams streets, reSIJOllSe to a 

18 The mid-1980s were marked extreme violence lUlIJUl',UV1C1t 

on··2om2 conflicts between witdoeke cloths' - the name 
heads with white and «Hi"'"'''' to " .. ,,,y .. ,,,,,",,,,,,, 
such as women's and civic 

believed to be with the 
aUlsm.,,", to the UDF. The witdoeke were 

Volume Two of the ",",v"uu".,,,,,vu 

306-308. and Volume Three: 

as 
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much. 
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m ten, We were a group 

20 All em1phalses in this are mine. 
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vvere 

pf()te~;tinlg SlCUOlents In ,-",,,,,,1'/"1 The event is now 

context many 

01Jt)os€~d to 

a comment on 

'While I was in 

my 

women 

argue 

even 

argue IS 

even eXlpec:taltlollS were attecltea 

members of their communities of been informers were 
and burnt to death. Sometimes the method was to fill a car with 

and it around the victim's neck before This method was known 
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many women. IS 

l.V\.,I..l':"'U>; too 

we narrow our gaze 

In 

was 

a coIlte)ct 

a 

oec;onles <v.,.,,,u,,"v.,,, to 

IS 

There was no for interaction between in the and 
Commissioners' responses to testifiers were often formulaic. In Four I describe the 
interactions between a a Commission member and members of the testifier's home 

"h['U'1;no the differences in how her was constructed and received. 
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some is not 

some women create 
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to 

an ,,",nru"h 

. see 
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cannot 

recoglUSt:Q as 
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is an act 

are not 
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to 
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VIJIJV,,,lULVU to 

and 

were not women 

spe:CltlC spaces, U"IJ.<111V 

as 

In 

on tesltlmlDnH~S 

h"",r1rlCT" were 

I The of bears resemblance to conventions of me",,,,,,,n 

where it is often women's work to lament the dead. See for ",uU"I""', 
shows that rituals women at death is witnessed and social 111,"'1111115, 

the State. For the purposes of 
peI'SOIIS who made sacrifices or 

UHlJUI.!;U the 
down criteria for pf()spective 

pre:dlc:atf:d on age and sustained with either a liberation or 
<l1J1}11,-alll must have been over 35 years of age in 1996. S/he must have served 

for at least five years as an active member of a that. before 2nd 1990 
date that a number 

for 

who were members of and involved in sustained anll-f'lOalrtl1leHl 
activities. I include the UDF and its affiliated org;anisalllOIls 

definition. 
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University of Cape Town

Table Five. Women's political identities as these were declared in specified public hearings. 

DATE, PLACE AND 

TYPE OF HEARING 

April 1996 - East 
London. HRV 

0\ 
-...) 

NAME OF TESTIFIER HUl\ilAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 

Beth Savage 

DATE AGE AT I ORGANISATION 
HRV AFFILIATION 

1992 Not given 

ACTIVITIES VICTIM 

STATUS 

Yes 



University of Cape Town

0'\ 
00 

Unnamed by request 

Assault and rape by Inkatha 
member or vigilantes (not 
clear from testi 
Abduction and rape by I 1992 
'comrades' 

16 Yes 



University of Cape Town

0\ 
'0 



University of Cape Town

July 1997, I Kedibone Dube Rape by 'comrade' 1992 ? Yes 
Women's Hearing, 
Johannesburg, 
HRV 

Source: transcripts of hearings and Commission Report, 1998, Volume Five 
.,. =: In two instances women may have been identified in the Report by different names to those they used when testifying. The Report identifies only one victim with the 
sumame Ramashomola. The first name given is Machabane and not Theresa. The Report shows Zubeida (not lubie) Mayet to be a victim. 
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It is to some women 

names were not \.alUl\.'U.':,ll their names 

are on 

t'f'l';t"P'rn,'rt events that "t"I'l1T'T'"rt Derwel~n 1980 

were 

urn,","" were mt;:mlbel"S one 

>/_",,.,\11-" .. women are 

were no 

was del:aUled 

as pOJllI1(~all 

were 

were 

were reT)reSerltatl 

movements: .,,.L·pr!,p" were m/;:mloeJ:s 

a.H.IUa.LI;;>U with MK 

was a mf:mlJer 
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In au\"unJU to JU~~Wt;IJl. was an 

Humrul 

to ,velcome you as one I run not sure, 

person to come as a woman vVJlUU'C"."UL 

not state 

7 
6 
5 
3 
2 
2 
2 

as political "I'T·,,,,,,,.,, 

attack in 

III 

nmnes arc not UU, •• 1U'lvU 26-1 

about 

,vas a 

an 

ill­

South 

pn~sented in the 

M,ltSl10tla appear 

In 

3 ARM grew out of the Liberal of South Africa. Its formation and activities are described in 
Lewin's in 1989. who had been a member of was 

a member of the Commission's Human Violations Committee in JV,WU"''''UUi 
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gave testnrlonles 

names page 93 

in some cases, names were not un,·A"''"'''''' cases, 

to 

not statements as 

to 

I crosscut 

,vomen 

are HIlfJu ..... " mane anoUler 

LV'.U';',,",,", on 

'-'''' ... ., ..... ' on 

recogmses m 

(l "U';J';'-""" that the Commission's np,',,,,,r>,,t·,,,,, on 

laws. J n other words. the Commission' s 
excess, even 

nte'fDl'etcltlo,n of gross violations of 
constituted those actions or events that under Apartheid 

"plnpr·"t~·11 criminal or civil consequences. In the Commission's 
were embodied in that the violated were those to 

structures would also have 
and process, the excesses 

hmvev,er that the 
Commission considered detention without 
VU'''U,.HS to be gross violations of human 

cOIlITinemlent, V,UJUi>UH'5 and 
"'''>1rTn,O>'11 laws. 

The Commission reviewed the a that excluded women's prcltests 
the pass laws that culminated in when some 20 000 women marched to Parliament to 

were treated. some excellent umiti"." 

most notable of which are the works of Walker 
Published materials that focus "."" .. AJU,",,'UY on women's as 

activists in the 1980s are scarce, HU1lWj.LU'''£t':1LHH/; a fine literature on resist;:mce, 'civil disobedience' 
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",,,,,.,,,, .. ,,", as severe 

IS 

treatment: 

brullslunlentorU~ll"'~, or 

water to someone in to nrC',,,,,,,,,, rrledllcal to someone in \JU"L'-'U' 

to 

TPi'Prt-p,; to women as to 

women were not ron'I"''''" 

In on:;U1I1I~Sb1urg In 

the violence inflicted on children Foster 
lHOlUS""" and Du Toit 1990: Straker McKendrick and Hoffman 

6 'Acts or omissions that inflict severe mental or on a 
into account the context and nature of the act or omission and the nature of the victim. 

Whether an act or omission constituted severe ill treatment was thus determined on a case case 
basis,' The Commission cites two cases 'where it that severe is a relative C010C(:Pt. 

80, footnote 24), 
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cases 
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statements to 

statements, 

VAUL<UJlUU was 

at 

ael[enllOn were not a 

'UL',;)""'" statements ('{'\'nr"rn,pr! 

per cent 

,;)U',",,,'UI.-U in statements \li,'ere women 

HJU • .,,,,U were relJreSellted as 

was 'V" .... ,,,''' as an "Vl"PT'lP~\f'P 

vVUU"IO'''''~''' to create i"pc·i"n·vt,."."., 

CUUV,",'" upon women to 

to 

examplle, the 
Violations Committee at a 

harms inflicted on women in the ANC 

men were not 

of sexual 
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to It seems to me on wonlt::n 

an um1en,tarlOlIlg 

to women in a 

act or 

rlp'~"rlh~'" women 

women was not COllllIled to 

women to come Tn' .... m'rri IS 

W3.nlf:a In COIlll1f:ctl.on 

was moved to <lnf,rhf'r 

member reJ:lea1tedlj' told him to concentrate on his own of violation and not ·nf'nnhf'r~1 
issues', June SAPA 
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were UH.ILlU'''U. 

rec:eptlon are 

as bu!:ge:st concerns 

was "'.<I'Ltv',u 

save 

them to rape, 

Thandi Shezi's has become well known. Dlomo-Jele 
she was instrumental in the group, 'Khulumani'. The 

devised the group, 'Now am about to tell my , features Thandi Shezi out her 
PYT,p...,pnt'p of before the Commission. She appears in the video made 
nrn.ynnfp the Commission and the work of the "n .. ,"''''''' group. 
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woman, 

act 

leSUITIOlllles on 

a conrun,md,cr 

or()te'~t women 

adclreSSf:d III 1l1l"'rprifTh 

women rrl1ntrr'ln1rprj 

a 

It seems to me 

~c!!!!'!!::!!!~~lli:!!c.!J,~~..J:!!~~.!!!!!:L!!'!s;"'!:ll!.!:~~~~~' Mtintso was active in Black 
Consciousness movements and student 1970s. she was issued 

"'!'InIOU'oCT order. The Black conSC;lo\lsn.ess gaIllS,Ul{lOS in which she was active were 
Vl~;a1J,l"a.l1VH", was killed in 
Mtintso ten months in for 

been detained five she left the 
in in exile. There she became a commander in MK, See also 
the 1992 interview with Mtintso conducted Devan and carried in no. 
80:18-19. 

10 Detention for the 1960-1994 are included in A, 
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co:nSloelreo as a space 

treatrnellt as men, women were U,",''''''':I. 

COJtlllltleI1neru:, most 

over a 

is not to 

seems en~~Ill(~ened to A .. "U" ..... " a state 

III 

III 

were entme:o to 

In 

to et 

II In their effects Don Foster and Donald Skinner (1990: 
argue 'Detention may be characterised as one of the moments in a of violence' 
describe the contradictions that emerge when detention is viewed in this way: at the same time as 
rpr'f'P(''''f1,n iI1lCre:ases, so the forms of detention spur 

polltlC;al education among those whom the 
The sense of commitment of some women detainees and nT't,~,.,n"',." 

contained in Barbara Schriener's edited 
IJVIlU'-"" detainees recorded their determination to continue with the 

n"-I',,..,,,,,h, the for violence that lies in OP]JOsltlcm 
and that their residue is 

to Commissioner Yasmin 
of 1'" 51"".<1\}'1I 

For accounts and 
and contributors to \..-HiiOllnYI ""~'''M<U 
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counter-
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IS IS 

anonymous women in 

on \vomen took 

women was .. ",:tUtUl" 

woman IS 

m men women de1tallt1ef~S were 
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is common in 

one 

arc 

a 

detentIon is tTI"rl<l"(1 
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courtrooms, 

I'l'IlnTr,nl "nc">nt",; to women 

over even 

so that was 
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seven years on 
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some contexts. 
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structures in some contexts 
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clandestine aUU-i'LI"" activities, 
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contact 
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a11'.",-,.,-,u teSl:Illc:a on 2 

I was 
I was 

connm1tment to 

tortures so extreme 

torture 

treatment. ' 

Closen.ess to a state 

as 

I wasn't I was.' a consequence, 'I 

Ms Narkedien was also sutlpoemled before the in an in camera 

In 

was 

to 

an 

seven 

to 

a bOlnb~blast at HU"!'.V'N bar in Durban on June in which three were 
Two: She had been a member of the cell that 

the bomb. 
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I was aarna!1~ea, a 

never it 
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,vas eaten 
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torture was 
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"'''(,'Tnt''' were to young 
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cross was 

to was tom up on was 

COnlUll111ed to .-"te'rTl"""""'''' 

mt,err,og,ltIc,n room, 

lurmflouls eyes, 

to 111 

as case 

to 

acts, In most ..... .,'M""',t,,"~'" 

"!AGLA Alj,!,,> even most 

cost 

a 

a nf>llrr.lrlln 

not name, 

A reference to the deaths of detainees in 
detainees died in Volume Three: 

The Commission identified 9 victims who had died in detention or 
as consequence of torture in detention Two: 205-1 Ex-detainees described to the 
Commission tortures such as rooms in the 
upper stories of John Voster threatened with 
thrown out of the windows or forced to look sessions, 
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space that 
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1997). 

were 

to 

the 

on many 

U'f',IT'Ic'n . Prison 
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to 

possible 

woman was one 

to 

an anonymous woman 

1993; 

own 
was worse 

to learn what 

nterrogatlon or to "-I.<,.v"u",vu,acl.< 

to others. 

women 

if 
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some 
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course: 
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Qel'illm~Q In cormeletlCln 
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was ... "", .... " .• "u. 

"vas det:aIrled 

mnern)gatlotlS a 

O\vn 

m 

"vas 

was, 

Minister of Law and Order at the 01-11.1 ..... ' .... to the Commission for arnlnestv for his 
the At the time the 

rll'lll"""), Committee. 

1 7 In a later interview I conducted her child 
as a calculated decision. to 'eliminate' her. 
She believes that the her alive and that were to 
kill her. She described also the vociferous mounted on her her mother and the 
ANC Women's when Haroon was removed. Hamon returned to her after ruled 

in which his mother was incarcerated was unfit for were to 
find a where the child could be with his mother, She was later moved to Caledon Women's 
Prison where she was held in the UV~IIJH":U so as to be isolated from other 

An activist who died in in 1979. His were invited to 
before the Commission but declined. 
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power. 
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some "nt,,,,,rp/1 to go out to eXt)[e~5S 

'"'vI""'''" .... was a woman, 

A ,,""UV'''' 

as 

some to 

Cc,nSICIOUS]ne~;s lVlO\'errlent. some were 

to frPt,pr"Tp 

statement on 

a V UlIVU'l1l.; rpc",,':> .... r'p to 

to 

extreme 

am)thi~r woman at Her 

or 

women were aUltonnatlcELll) 

v"',",v,-,,,to 

were 

to 

ael:aUlea women, 1111"'UJllS ",-,,-alll"'" at 

IS 

rir<"Xl1lno- to~~etller names 

or 
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np-tul,nrLc" of to a 

sense 

not to more 

use 

women 

as 

In 

terms ofa ,-,VlLAL""'''''' ideologies in 

I'\n,",pr'<I to answer 

consequences 

some women 

Mamagotle Mohale' s ctl1.r\pntc cross 

Africa was detained under 

on 

a range of may have 

19 are not disclosed until such time as there is a hearing or a finding_ At the 
Narkedien's is still and no has been made. 

four women have thus far been 
violations of human 

none of the amnesties concerned acts of gross 

not 
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it seems to me 

women most 

testmlonlY was UH."""" 

was 

tome 

to 

it is not women 

were JJv,u,,',,<u,) """5"01,.,,-, not 

may 

It is '-'UJUvUCl. women were del:alfled nplCU!(,'PTl 

extent are nntrw"nl 

me 

(l 
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so not to leglltlITlate to 

were women or 

3 

most women were oel:aUleo 

it 

same year, 

2 016 ... ".".<1 .... " 

on as 

rr" .. rf"fT11110' aelrentlon are not 

1976 

were women . 

........ "'11' ........ " were women or 

years were ,-,,",,,,uUl'-'U 

State was 
of women and children. The data released 

mu:ept:naem homelands'. In the 
Aot,endlX A. 
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did not 

were women. 

sources a 

were ael:alIlea 

In 

were U,",'U"Jt>. 

were 

In 

In 

age or 

were ael:aUlea 

UVJ,UUJ'F> or interrog;atilon. 

women are 

In 

were 

as 

In 

were 

000 opp,anerlts 

were women 

were ael:aUleG 

were 

rpI'nrrip,; as 

to a 

on 

a 

[eSnrrlOnnes is not to 
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It is 

not 

I 

not 

~V1Hl"al C~Jmmltments In w11tnstaUlduig 

ael[enIlOn or torture 

pn:sellte,:t women 

sornetlmlt)s on their 

on 

In 

to 

OlCl1oJ~lc;al ,('1","1"'1"",,,, as women, 

women as a categi)rv In 

Ulll;:';:IlUH, women 

terms to 

measurement 

eia.tlonsllup!s or on 

contexts 

a to I return in ,-" .. ;un'",' 
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may 

occur 

both to 

to 

lUU.l;>;>'Vll was 

unnalmed woman 

it 

nr~,rnrpc as a means of denunciation and 
,",,'a.llIJ1;' F,t7TH.tr1C'ir and Felman and Laub 
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was a to narrate so 

COlltaine:d in Volume 

as to 

a to 

In 

a 

statements are 

a .pnO'Tn,,! 

tesl1m,JnH~S to 

f'",rrf'l,h",."t.nn statements 

(l riPf"lnrlPntc to 
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statement were 

tes:tmrI0I1'\ \vas 

expression to some 

everyone Vlia.me:u 

". were 

to 
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extracts 

one 

IS It warrants 

was one 

lU""U~l" a 

m 

was a matter 

once. 

an 

m 

In 

111 

a 

A in 

''"''"''-'''JU", was 111 

to~n centre reSlUenual areas to to 

I retain the usage of in in the because in Zwelethemba use the 
word, young and use the older term i location'. As in many of the small towns in the 
Boland. black residential areas were set at a distance from the main town and consist of little more 
than houses laid out in formation, Some. such as have a 
om;t-oll!c:e and basic ""I..'LJU'U", facilities. 
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in I 

were 

across a 

and 

save one were 

events 

177 depiommts m statements to 

torture were 

Ies;unnolrlles: one ,,'oman seven men 

two women, 

group were 

,A 

to 

testIners were HHUUj,...,-,jI."",u. or ,,,,,,,"U\,#l.;> were 

were women, 

son, 

events resIdents m 

Some of the former residents have made claims for the return of their l"Irt\l"IPrh! cornpems,ltIC!ll for 
its loss to the Land Claims Commission established the 
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men were lUJ"-l":tVllv, was on 

years. 

All O\\TI PYlnplC1Pl1f'f'<: 

gave 

A 

A a was 

a 

was sworn in at 3.1 

4 The Commission Volume Three: states that in the 1980s all three men were 
rne.rot',.. \vith numerous cases of assault and torture. denied the at the time were 
laid and the did not van 
number of activists who had brutal with him 
streets. The Commission does not make spe:Cl1lC >1,"Y1ll,;" 

still resides in Worcester and a 
encountered him in the town's 

of the men. 

as 

5 The m~"n, .. tv of testifiers did not 

pOIlcemen. did not claim a "n'''TlI'" 

In the testimonies 
from two 

he 'As far as I know he was a very sweet child. He couldn't 
so I had no idea how involved be was or 

William as a in 'the 

1 
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was to 

In 

mourners returned 

in 1 

to 

in 1 Ii",,,n-,,,,Ii to remove 

OPPiosl110n to 

a statement to 

a fY\1m,.." Ii,",' 

I cannot 

vou are a statement in 

10 to 

6 are drawn from my notes taken the and from the Commission's tr"lnc,,'r, of 
testimonies, were available in translation from the Xhosa, interviews with Yvonne 
Khutwane were conducted in and Afrikaans, She is fluent in both UUJ:)';U,")';~;", 

raised the sale of alcohol was 
----"---'-1"'-- incomes and so rentals on low, 

and in 1985 there was a wave of arson 
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court a was m corme,ct 

a young man n<llTP'" some 

court appearance 

III 

case, 

m 

a 

any weapons, 

ll1 LA\JU,,\J me mama, can you 

was ma 

a 

a ona 

Lit 'Unbeliever'. Used as a "'",·"",a'",,.,, term to describe Mricans. 

9 In an interview. she told me that she asked a to her coat over her shoulders to spare 
her mother the of her hands cuffed behind her back. The pOilcema,n VIJHI"'-'U. much to her 

1 
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to 

to y·ou. as 

you are In response to 

A 

on 

Impatlclnce. 'I 

am 

n'F'Tv/'nl"{f once more, event 

to 

10 In an e-mail Ms Gobodo-Madikizela said that she identified very with Mrs 
Khutwane's Her identification was so close that some of her in the mental 
health field \vondered 'if I had had a of rape or other sexual abuse in the and 

my reaction to Mrs Khutwane' s could be attributed to this 
communication e-maiL 1999. cited with 

1 
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the IS. 
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was a \voman 

In 

wet 
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thrnnTi at it one 

to 

even nm ... , ... 

'In 

young 

men if 

11 This appears to be a mistranslation, The house was attacked while she was on triaL been 
released from on baiL 

1 From her Commission testmlony it is not clear whether the child died of an "'Vjl"'~ll1'" attack 
the arson or in a CPT".,'!>tp incident. In fact the child's death was not linked to the arson 

attack. 
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and we are very aware 

to next 

one lnTF'r\!II~\;V<: I con,du(:ted 

I conducted three formal interviews with Khutwane in Zwelethemba and 
and several tirries 1997 and 1999. I discussed her , .... "UU'Vll 

activists, and, with the of one woman, I to 
email with Pumla Gobodo-

Orr, and Martha Minow 

for the =t=C-==, 
Commission her and the process, 
Yvonne Khutwane's file at the Commission as the statements 

access to 
to the Commission are not 

documents and are proltecrea. 

14 The Town-based Trauma Centre for Victims of Violence had a branch in Ashton at the time 
of the """'lUll';;, A fieldworker offered those who testified. 

n.U/S'H,QU minister and ANC member whose hands were blown off in 
Zimbabwe. His life is recorded in 

Michael =-==-"'='=-=-=="" "'''U,,,.,ll''U in 1996, testified before the 
Commission on 
established an initiative called 

of the Trauma Centre, The aimed to effect reconciliation 
"n,,·rtrnm of to discuss and share with one another the npt,.,n,Hl 

were modified to for those who had 
before the Commission. 
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structures 

on 

III 

came 

eCClmt!S a 

ill treatment. were common 

overcome - vV1UH'~C 

III 

to arson 

some 
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many 

testlmom In 

O\\U 

mtlm:ated in some '''''''UH,'V''''''''' 

some se(~U(ms 

resi;:nti:!d In 

orcestler ni~armg was not an 

'''''''''''''',", nPT""PP'" some 

m.,ervemlofIS were .rn,'",,\,.,r,, 

statement apjJarcntly 

it 

Jot)OaIO-,lVl~Lalll<lzela wrote in TP"""f">'!1"'" to my 

16 The submission was to the Commission in 1996 and was read into the record at the 
Women's in on 1997, In June 1996 I an of 
data drawn testimonies offered at the first five weeks of Human Violations to 
the in Town The data described the for women to 

and to allude to their own rather than Ms Gobodo-

I - I verified the statement with a Commission 
ae~)onent included a statement on 'the threat 

on 29th March who confirmed that the 
but not about acts of sexual violation, 
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as 

on 

it see:me:d. 

memory 

as 

not 

m an event as I 

not mtt;:nOf:O to III 

It is not clear whether the men were VV1,'\."'l''''U or soldiers, The J.J",;;U~'H 
offered at the was 'PClllc:errlen , but Mrs Khutwane recalls that the men wore 
su~~ge~stirlg that The lack is reflected in media 
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to 

ovm 

torture. It is In 

rf'r,rpc!pntp/"l Mrs 

Press 

ways. IS 

two sentenees 

C"" L""V'!> as 

as a 

is not 
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and IVl.CHnJU.:J to which 

not ,nn>r'lf'PU comments on 

one was lJUlUl.',," 

were 
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event 

was a rnI1"'T,f'nt 

men 1S 

were nrIVU'I'''' on 

lam 

I was 

same age as my O\\TI 

person ... 

did not state 

an 

IV1<4tl\e'" as the 

pn~sente;d as ('(''' ..... nIP1'p· 

ma 

A 

1S 

if 

young 
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was as a is also mC:lUCleo In 

and states that 

Intl::rvem:1011S arc LU""U~'vU 

IS The 

"Tn n'n statement 

an 

event not 

IS as a statement 

19 Yyonne Khutwane does not recall 
was a standard feature of the The files that would indicate the nature of her 
are not open to and I have been unable to that rll'tw,"'t1n 

of Yvonne Khutwane's '"<'1""'''rI,, resonated with l<!~lPc:'ur~rl Sunder 
or sexual violence assume that women's lives end at the 

U'"'IJ''''''-'U both as isolated in the moment of violation and as unable to 
move comments that the effect is to turn the 

. and to detract attention from the woman's concerns. 
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as a 

a 

gross 

was aelJlcted m 

m r-",'nh·Nntin.cr 

IS on 

m to "·,,,me',., 

case 

1 

was to to 

m 

PlIc·r"' .... "p re5;PCmdlea m 

ac(;eptea at 

same way to t..,.:>llUllVll , ne\vs 

coverage 

to 

on two events in ,.,,,,'rnr'l1 

arson 
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sexual 'V"~U,"'" in to 

In m 

was recent 

not pay attention to the Yvonne 

state 

to ,,,"'~H''',", I m pnson 

in I 

was not 

even 

was lstc,me:d to """lUUllt=, 

Unless otherwise U"",",'U"'..l, the material preserlted in the remainder of the "ualJ' .... is drawn from 
my field research in Zwelethemba and not from the Commission 

::: Her reference has dual connotations, It alludes both to the extent of Mrs Khutwane's illness she 
\vas too sick to describe and to traditional ,""', .... u ....... " in which the healer divines the 
source and for illness, 
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\vas 
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were no 

came to 

you, :vou must to 

,",VIVUJl VU pOllce:me:n came to 

was to 

to court. 
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in court. The courtroom was 

In to see me. 
to see if I \vas still alive. wanted to see me. 
it \vas me, I was so 

to was 

to 

r",1·pr,>"r'., to 

an 

ill 

was 

two men were woman to 

wa\, women were j-r.,,<>j-~'rI In 

as 

terms to In 

to to 

to so if was 
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not. was not 

A 

was 

it 

pleme:nt~:a some U ..... 'HU'" 

:3 'The : a reference to young 

to 

daughtt:r was 

activists. 

and wrote the Matriculation 
1 "'IJ""""'U and the sole 
..... ","''',H5 table. 

was 

rumours 

was attac.cea in 

was 

a to 

LlHJl<1HVH, ",,,,eU'ltT with 
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she 

wellettlerrlba was 

:SOlne()ne was 

must not trust me. ' 

Yvonne 

town. 

matter. 

women over a man. 

cause 

In 

on 

entrance to 

was 

oel:Wf~en women In a 

IJVJ'H"'-'Ul nature was a 
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explamltlOltlS I not reasons 

.,'-"U"fJl"', one young man m structures at 

reasons 

mt'errlatlon:al measures, was pUF'fln,,,, 

movements, 

was 

umg.venya PI.: was used as a term of In 
elemembH, it was used as an ;)T'll'nflum to describe those who 'the rank and file! or. as 

'the loose molecules'. 

Several of the women I interviewed faced the same dilemma. one woman, Nowi l"U,VUJlua, 

nt"'rrr.,,,,,t,~rl and tortured her. See '-''''(UIl''''' Five, to leave the The 
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centre 

memory 

In 

arson 

rest 

events. 

to 

seem vu"ua.."u 

not 

is not a very III 

as a calrIdldalte In 

one, I 

nSlrurnerual In 

to a young man, 

arson 

resmrlofl'Y. seven 

a 

recent 

not 

tVI'O 
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woman 

to one anc)tnc::r 

never 

remorse. 'I 

over 

women pn,rlnlrprl 

IS 

never 

arson .nf'·.r1,>nt were 

woman, now 

woman I 

as a 

women 

JU''''''''''', it was 

an 

were 

to 

mtlerrIDg:;lt101ll in 1985 

or of 
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and int·"' .. 'n .... t"hn.n 

a set events In 

years It is 

In 

em:atlon In 

a 

res·poinse may on 

are COltlV(mtlonia lUl'UlVll In 

many 

statements or 

arson to m recent events in 

area, 

IS 

dltltere:nc(~s In Int\~roret;atl(m 

In 

is not in rll"nl!1rp 

event 

In 

Yvonne Khutwane a tenn interest in her , when I gave her a copy of her 
downloaded from the Commission's site on the and of the newspaper 

PTHJPIIlnf" and tucked them away under the table in the 
arson attack "For my will know about me', she said, 

1 
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reSIlIIloniles as 

is 

tOVVIl 

COlrre!30Cmd more or 

use 

In 

was 

stress. 

lI1 

"'P'Tn/'M? is not 

nrF'''Pt'1' contexts 

in one context is .. " .... r.rrm lI1 
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as to 

an "''''\oU ... ",",V 

testimony became a social 

terms 

and in terms of consequences. 

The hncLlllg 

matters in 

living in 

rna\' matter: testmlonlles 

peers 

.ntpn.rpr,tu,n" may or 

over 

in one context 

vu,uu" ... u III 

that 

contexts. 

Yvonne 

her 

and 

events 

contexts 

are 
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conte~1:s, I turn nm\' to a '"'v,,,"''"'''', 

on 

It 

.. .,UH'.,," on 

4 

an '''!P'TC1{]'P 

statements £'''''/'1''.""",,1'1 

ill treatment: ;>1.'\,'''',".11 f'\,port'pnt COIlcerned 

one npl'("p"t statements ("1"1,.1("1"" 

to young women, 

statements 

10 

per statement 

men, 

'accounts 

elememCla In 

on 

1 l45 \vere 

t'i'"v'p·rn,'t1 severe 

statements ("nt,,,,,,,.,,p',, ... "t"', ......... '."'1'1 
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year Ut)"-l"'''''L'" are not III It is thprPT,rorp not to 

or corlse,~ue:nc(~s 

statements to 

,vomen statements. As 

as I statements COllCe'mlng o\\n 

a 

events in 

III J.V"U"',",U. it states: 

areas ... 

In a In 

B nrc,v",,,,, and of the riP'orrlnt',,," of the consequences of 
gross violations of human 

:c At the time statements are not documents and the Commission has not released details 
March I checked a list of names that I had obtained with Mirriam 

Moleleki. who had taken statements for the Commission Zwelethemba She was 
unable to five names on the list women and I have been unable to trace the women. 
Nine women made statements about their own of gross violations of human 
described violations committed three were about and one statement was 
about father. 
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in brackets refer the case numbers of the statements made to the Commission. 

4 In terms of the '--"'~~~~~ 
and scope of funerals. 
mourners. and to 
If a number of 
terms of the 1986 ~illI!hJb:.l!Y~:lli!~~mL.&g 

In 
~"U" ,.,~'_ with ",,,.11U11'5 a 
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accounts 

\vere 

notes 

a 

enforce 

men, one man was 

",,,,.., .. un.,.., or contexts 

were 

VICHCIICC was more wlldes:nn~ad 

ages 

ex·-de:talnel:::S \vere women. It 

men 

a 

>v>'vu,,,, and 

18 ex-

from elsewhere were rrelClue:nu used to 
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young 

180 

It cannot 

or 

\'VOiITlt;n were U"'I.au,,,,,, 

det,llne:d in 1985 

women were more 

women, The 

ten \vr.rn,>"'­

to "tt."rn'nt", 

An 

were """.M-u .• " .... 

at a 

were 

to 

III 

6 UemO!!ralDl1lc details are contained in 

young W01l11t:n responses to 

were seventeen 

ppel101XC 
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governance, 

room 

a iJV;)lUVll In 

aims of a banned V'I~alU"CHl~IH 
with terrorism. 

a SIX-leI-SIX 

seen run 

structures 

1985, In terms of the Internal 
Communist the 

g To 

gave ,"""'UUVHJ 

identities. I have not revealed their names unless 
Commission. 

was in 

were 

a 

young men 

out. 

the 

in my research or· 
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In a statement to was 
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at entrance to 
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was a 

to see a or any mf:mlJer 

ch'lrgl~s were 

111 

were 

,",V'.':W.l •• vas de1:aUled on same 

ovmer 

a 

'vas invited to before the Commission's on Business and He 
did not make statement or but the of arrest is included in the when he 
\\ished to make a statement he was told that the deadline for the submission of statements had and 
it was too late for him to do so. His name is not recorded the Commission's list of victims. 
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seven 

a van and driven out 

treatment 

on 

the Commission. 

people l!1 

ways In 

on the 

was not 

with a group men was 

scars 

to a not 

to 

power state officials. 

111 

the 

rest 

severe ill 

a statement to 

nature of resIstance are important components in hmy young \yomen recent 
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rutterent reasons 
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to 

UI"l'-'Ul'V"", 48 000 were aetamees age 
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1985, 
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Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n
detentIon powers 'were 

\'\.'ere 

contact 

to 

II1to 

to 

on 

young women III 

U,-,jU1l,Ui",. ue:terltlc,n was 
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to even not 

contact with prison, 
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\vas not to see 
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10 She attributed the root cause of her chronic 
Members of her 

she contracted in 
daI1rlPllleSS of the walls of her 

a fact attribute to the use of cement blocks 'that soak up 

In 

the water', and a water table in the area. claim that the water table is the remainder of a small 
seasonal river that was diverted in the 1950s before Zwelethemba was built in order to """"""",1" 
bvelethemba from Worcester. Their emic ",.~~JUU"" 

1';1';1C;;:""Vll. detentlion, the forced removal to 
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II Rival taxi associations over routes, Different were embroiled in the 
it to an end. There is some evidence to that state worked to 

1998 Volume Three: that resulted in C0I1Slcter<IO 

I On March in a march 
passes that Africans were forced to carry that circumscribed their residential and Oc(:ul=,ation:ElI 
became a massacre when fire and killed On the same 
were killed in a similar incident in Town, 
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Mawethu Mzima's death is not included in the of deaths in Zwelethemba recorded the 
Commission. Residents in Zwelethemba say that killed him after a 'sell-out' identified 
him activist Mroxisa, state that the death led to the series of events that 
culminated in the death and of Mbani. 
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IS one peers 

women were ex;~etm(ms to 

In 

In 

nPrT'-'1''''''1" describes liberation songs as both 
u"~'u"uV"'" for the future. She 'In the context of 

war. fear and these songs sung rnllpf'tiv,,,hr those immersed in conflict and mobilise them 
not to lose courage or She adds that the songs are the social 
wounds of war. ne:gelno:tl1C constructions of and , 

i" I know of three women in Zwelethemba who were members of MK one was recruited while a 
student and her was not and recruitment was secret and the 
women were recruited into different eell structures. Cell members still do not know the members of all 
other cells in Zwelethemba and do not disclose their The weft of secrecy that held 
cells is could still be proisecuted, 
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16 The relative. Mrs "",",Hi"U. died in 1983, The funeral is ~r"_'C','~,r~:,, ___ ~ cited as a marker of the 
intensification of local and in Zwelethemba, 
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17 Nmvi was 22 at the time. Students who were able to attend ""llVVIIU;=' 

year could CQIupJeu: the twelve years of " ...... VVAAH)', 

18 years: of black children did 
1980-1981 and in 1986-7. 
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\yere women. 

was among entrance to 

,","',,"H.,U'5 mourners. 

testified before the Commission on June 1996. He 
to leve the to go to exile in Botswana. He 

was and tried for terrorism. He was 1 old when his sentence. 
He was indemnified and released in 1990. 
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19 Informal outlets 
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mrlenlerlt in terms 
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to 
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upa 

one 

young were were ,ntpTT'r.rr<:>!"p·r! to 

two men fluent seSotho. travel documents each member of the group had been 
et'ln ... ,,,,n with the same date and had been issued in Town. One of the men in the group recalls 

that he was concerned that the documents the group away as were He 
recommended that go to Herschel and then Mount Fletcher and cross the border so as to 
avoid "U~'jJ""VJiL 

This was the man who had been unknO'f\<ll to the other members of the group. He was later believed 
residents in Zwelethemba to have been involved in the deaths of the seven in what has come to be 
knovllll as the Some believe that he was for his 
activities as an burnt to death in in 1986. 

155 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

ore:oalre a fnQY."u,,, or 

were reulmted, 

\vomen 

woman were sent to 

were 

met one an<)tn(~r 

return to 

to 

In 

to 

to 

t\VO 

car. 

were 

at'l..,.u,,, .... vu 

detentIOn on same 

In 

woman 

to 

was "-V",,-"-l,",U 

our tnTP""JIP"!'" 

I return 

m 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

at III 

~Av~n' ..... woman, ael:aUlea 

same Wlt',,,,,,," near a dam vU'''''~'''' on runs III a 

name 

:: This is the in all our discussions about her that admitted emotion. Later 
she her tears as not in and fear but from her frustration at 
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torture ael:alIlees. 

were att(mdmg 

a""''''''U'''' on 

was not replea1:ed: 

23 Her were not ill founded. In Mthimkhulu. a 
in detention. His mother. Mthimkhulu. testified to the Commission on 

men TP,.,,,,.tpti 

wrote 

activist was fed rat 
June 1996 in Port 

Elizabeth. the Commission's that the State had 
.ua""v.u, "'".-mOAn """"l'-'l,e,, of 

CUUU'"'''"J decision has been made. 

Local farmers were involved in a volunteer corps in Worcester and activists recall that the corps was 
brutal in its treatment The of farmers in violence activists 

and the existence of farm have received little attention in the Commission's work. 

The n",,,,,,.'t,.,.,,,,,,f 

Africans 
on African children's education, aplJroxirnately 

1988: J 
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Amos was one of many young "'''I1'P,.,,",1''\ in the Boland 
the when older leaders were or in exile. He had been detained in 
1 In he was held 

confinement. 

in Zwelethemba refer to gaJllS,mClflS that existed in the 19805 their Nmmtp'rr\<l 

in the 1990s. 'Women's here refers to the ANC Women's of which Nowi has been 
member since it was instituted after the ANC was unbanned in 1990. In 1988, the Women's did 
not exist in South Africa: Nowi refers to UWCO. 
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Ntsoake falls this category: detention 'without trial was not identified as a gross violation of 
human solicited in Worcester and she did not make a 

, Commissioner Burton writes that the Commission debated detention 
without time. It considered 
gross vioaltion of human 

within the first three 

circumstances' their 

29The~~mQ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
commissioners shall be fit and proper persons who are 

nTP'TrCH",nnn were 
that detention without trial intself 

""""''''''UF, the individual cases on 

The are not to young women: men, too, move in response to rw .... "",h'" but are 
marital conventions, 
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CSIJOnlUC,ms has lU,",ll'-'UL\>U" 

31 The does not the ClI'}JUvClUI,ll of its UlQ'!'.UV'''l,-

Idioms of distress may differ across societies and the use of n,,",,'('t'lf'lI f"UV 

IJIJ""'<'"'-''''' or in conditions or in conditions where \..UlllH''''. 

Giller and Summerfield Honwana and 
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testimonies to women, 

I Data presenlted in the \.-u,aIlL'\,.L is drawn from the aulloblograJ>ll1!;s and from interviews with the 
women. from their books are referenced. All other material is drawn from interviews 
conducted between 1997 and 1999. 

an of white women that monitored State 
1'p1'I1'"""il'l" established and fund Advice Offices South Africa. The Worcester 
Advice Office offered a r'dIlge of services to residents in the Boland. It basic advice. 
informed of their and access to networks for those in detention and for 
their kin. The Worcester Advice Office also channelled money from the UDF and the uepeII0ents 
Conference of the South African Council of Churches to pay the bail of those detained for I'u"w .• ,ru 

activities. 
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One of whom is believed in Zwelethemba to have acted as a and a 
informant in the 1980s. Her presence a number activists and may have discredited the 
Commission's work in their eyes. 
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In V>J'VV.""VU was I:'1\;;'\.4CiU to serve on 

declared that in certain areas west of an LH""5LUCU those classified Coloured had 
if there was a Coloured nrp,fprpn('p in An . African' could not be 

person who eould do it. 

5 Turnelo's activities continued. In 1996 he was elected to the Northern Provincial 
Government. He was killed in a motor accident on 3 December 1999. 

In 1975, residents had formed the Zwelethemba Residents Association to the 

to 

not 

at 

State that was established the 1971 fllil~.Mill!JL&ru:!lQlli::!m!~ 
no. 45. several members of the ZRA's committee had become 

councillors. A new ZRA was established in 1983. Mirriam served on its executive committee. 
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Afrikaans: Lit 'Bosshood'. Marked a of subservience between blacks and 
whites and was marked in rural areas and on farms, 
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an interview on March 2000. she told me that the week she had been notified 
the Commission as her name had been mentioned in a number of statements made other 

the Commission her as a victim. 
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12 Sarah Radcliffe and and Jennifer Schirmer 
describe women's mobilisation and dictators in Latin America, Julia Peteet 

shows how Palestinian women transformed ideas of motherhood to make demands on the State, 
as 'mothers' of the State in Zimbabwe Weiss 

,-.",r1£'I1'''' of nationalism and the 
reJ;lre~.entatlon of women as mothers Pnina Werbner the 
IHlIJU\.,UUlJll" of motherhood' for 
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14 One was Thandiwe who became a founder of UWO and the UDF in the Boland a 
member of the Executive Committee of the Civic n.;:O:'Uo..l<lLIUU 

and Neliswa at the Advice Office in Worcester from 1986. 
and was with Mirriam 

When the 
and hid in an open grave, pre:lerlulIlg 

the OT~IVf'"Vm"n 

16 The mode of married women, 
Some wear fabric or 

is structured around an elaborate '"'V'"V''''' of '£u'F\""~F\'"' 
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ways to express 
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as a means to 
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reasons. 
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to vVilH.A.jJLIUll.:1 to 

In !'iv'''''' .... L, 

to ran counter to 

In 

an 

seven young men, 

.uVlalJlU were 

to 

statements uv\_a~I;:'\;; 

,",V.lll llU 11 ".11 I to a 

statements to 

In 

statements. 

"''-''.aUl''''' was In 

were 

in a court case ran 

on 

was 

any. 

to 
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111\ • .<1"" .. ,,, an acute av,areness 

measures I1C\;C:S:Sill to 

a 

recovery 

to 

it 

IS 

\'.-omen most 

IS a 

women, 

ways, \vomen 

to 

a 

programmes. 

woman 

to oversee 

mtim11telly connected. residents 
are linked to one another ,hr,mu,h fiU'.",U,.." "J,a"''''''l'', neUl,hb(lUrihoc)d and of 
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women now as 

easy to or to discount it 

moments 

It is an U11""'U111><. 

as 

1S 

It was a 

not 

It is not easy work. For after the first democratic elections in 
that had been channelled to NGOs and CBOs the niJ,,,AU""".t 

new NGOs were <:P'\/P1"PIIV 

closed, Some of the bodies that aid money to NGOs and 

The 

as did some of the 

,,"rn""'r1 IJ'JH~,!<;;;:' on the aOlmeiSUC 

rvr",,,t,,,,, forced removals and the pass 
reviews in Wilson and n.al,.l"U""" 

It is 

nrr'\JIf'p a 

to 

extra-

much of the aid 

LU"'U,"'!'. difficulties and many 
;:'UL.<;;H;U financial 
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to 
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women 

on 

were Ul~,UllU"'l 
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to every 
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scantaCKnIDW'le(lQe:m(~nt 'X''''TT1F'n m Clano'estme 

it 

seems, 

to 

was a consequence 

may 

statements to 

arc not current COJntlgm 

most 

on 

not 

rn,.,." ("t<, at 

account of women's 
roles in informed the of 
women in both the liberation armies and the SADE In both cases, women were in II11111aJ)' 

<l1"11Un'1"''' but women in the liberation armies were more to be involved in conflict than were 
in the SADF, 
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In ofa hann a measures 

success U!",';UU'" 

consequences may nd(~re:stlrnated, Assumptions 

and contexts mav fail to the or the different IT'1''ln,,,('t,,, it mav 

on young and men and women, As I have riPlmn,n""rr,,'tpri 

women women have 

to rec:on:,tIti 

of social processes 

not presume 

a 

not 

may 

too easy an aC(~eDtarlce 

to 

"",,,1,,.1''''''' is not without 

- 'I 

through 

I 

ma 

by 

arc 

expenence, 
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,OITlffilSs!()nS; - 1974 to 994: A f"",,,~~~-~,,,; 
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A ~~£!, 5: 61-
67. 
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BaLU"L" caucus 
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aet:en1tlOllS IS to 

trace or 

means 

ill 

ease 

It 

were COllSl ideI'ed 

so 

1 Most qmlstllons 
1961 until she 

hl'tull","n 1960 no 

t'aI'Jlalmellt to do 

not as an accurate 

it was not 

18, 

",,",,,allJ',"'" in terms 

data orElSeJrlted ill 

were 

Helen Suzman.. lone Member of Parliament for the t'r()gf,essl've 
others in 1974, She retired in 1989. 

from 
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Year Act Total 110. detainees • No. women • No. under 18 

1960 • No data ~o data ' Nodata I No data 
1961 ' No data No data No data No data 

1962 No data • Nodata No data I No data 

1963 ' Nodata No data ' No data No data 

196-l- No data i No data No data , No data 

1965 ~O.CPA 500 No data No data 

1966 247 No data ' No data 

1967 282 26 No data 

1968 • Refused to di\u\ge No data I No data 

I 1969 TA Refused to divulge i No data No data 

• 1970 ITA Refused to dhulge No data No data 

1971 ITA Refused to dimlge • No data No data I 

1972 ITA Refused to dimlge I No data I No data 
, RA 296 38 117 

1973 ITA Refused to dimlge No data No data 
I SC 67 No data No data 

1974 SC 12 No data No data 
TA 1 No data No data 

1975 TA Refused to diyuJgc No data No data 
1976 RA Refused (0 divulge No data No data 

I I Other to Ollie No data No data 
• Commission 

1977 TA Refused to div ,Ilgc No data Refused 10 divul: 
ISA 369 21 No data 
'security laws 

, 
I 259 No data 259 

1978 ISA No data No data 227 

I TA No data No data i 25 
1979 'Security laws 

., 
, Nodata No data • 48 

1980 TA 49 No data I No data I 
ISA 15 No data No data 
·S"'-UlH.' laws' R.cfused to dimlge ' Nodata • No data 

1981 I Curfew Tf"e;nhtinm: 10835 I No data No data 

I;~uul.\ ,0 No data 
78 I No data No data 

1982 ITA 73 I No data No data 
i ISA 91 No data No data 

I 1983 ISA 48 No data No data 
, crimes against state' 364 No data 0 

1984 ISA • 524 No data No data 
1985 t:1lI~ iJ"-1 II\.' remllatiom;' 

1

2387 No data 482 
~ TP:;nlfltiom; No data No data I 2016 
~, 

, 18966 I No data i 7443 'Unrest 
1986 ISA I Refused 10 divul, I No data I Refused to divulge 

s.29ISA 463 ,67 1114 
, emergency regulations' • Refused to divulcc I No data No data 

1987 ISA 519 22 279 
I ' 'emergencY regulations I 338 No data 1290 

1988 ISA 315 • Nodata I 234 
1989 'emergencY regulations Refused to dimlge No data No data 
1990 ~ 237 • No data No data 
1991 171 No data No data 
1992 ISA No data ' No data 0 
1993 ! ISA No data No data 0 I 
1994 ISA No data No data 0 
Source: Hansard 1960-1994, House of A<;t.:pntblv ()npt.:tinnt.: and Answers. Cape Town: Government 
Printers. 
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a UU'UV'~L 

women were 

elgltlteEm were 

m case, estimate IS !'I("('II~::Itp some 3 women were 

Year Act Total DO. detainees No. women No. under 18 Source 
1960 PSA 11000 IDAF 1991: 67 

State !':, 
~ 

,~ 11 727 35 • McKendrick et a1 
. dangerous' 1990:-H2 
offences 18011 SAlRR 1960: 79 

1961 
I 1962 No data 

1963 "CI,;UI,~? ]"V"]!ltirm 3 2.+6 SAlRR 1963: 52 
2618 .+5 102 SAlRR 1965: 61 

• GLAA 
196.+ GLAA 987 81 4 SAIRR 1965: 61 
1965 I GLAA 1095 76 17 SAlRR 1965: 49 
1966 . SC 24 SAlRR 1966: 68 

i UO 130 19 SAlRR 1968: 68 
PSA .+77 10 SAlRR 1968: 68 

1310 49 SAlRR 1968: 68 
CPA State refused 10 divulge SAlRR 1968: 77 

1967 TA Stale refused to divulge SAlRR 1968: 58 
1968 TA State refused 10 divulge SAlRR 1969: 62 
1969 TA 35 SAlRR 1969: 70 
1970 TA Stale refused 10 dl\Lllge· SAlRR 1970: 54 . 
1971 No data 

. 1972 TA Slate refused to divulge SAlRR 1972: 98 
1973 TA State refused to divulge SAlRR 1974: 90 

was a based that drew its from Xhosa speake:rs In 
1963. it initiated a wave of attacks and \vas banned. 
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Year Act 
197.+ . security laws 

I 1975 'Security laws 

1
1976 TA 

ISA 
! CPA 

1977 'security laws 
. 

1978 'security laws' 
1979 TAandGLAA 
1980 St;\..UillY laws 

GLAA 
.TA 

lISA 
CPA 

1981 I GLAA 
TA 

• ISA 
CPA 

1982 ~laws' 
1983 
1984 • ISA 
1985 ISA 

! CPA 
State 'r. 

tC" 

1986 State of Emer!:,.:;", .. ) 
State of E n':;15cou\.. 

State l!:,t::U\..; 
ISA 

1987 State. of J-" '''15''W. .. .' 

I 
State of '5 ......... .' 

1988 I State of Emer5t::u\..., 
State of Emergency 

1989 ISA 
! 

• 

1

1990 .ISA 

1

1991 ISA 

1992 ISA 
1993 No data 
199-l- No data 

Total no. detainees No. women 
Stale refused to divulge 

23 • 
State refused to divulge • 

~53 

2l! 
2430 

261 

768 
762 
222 
255 

-l-
579 
320 

68 
7 

210 
State refused to divulge 

530 
-I- 794 

25000 
8 000 

8 800 
10 000 
25 
3989 

No data 
No data 

No data I 
No data 

316 

86 

93 

86 . 

and No. 3 

the State 
""J,~"a", Dif::rt,;lInmlZ to matters 

21 

, No. under 18 tmre , .. I 
! RR 197 .. )7 

SAIRR 1976: 110 
I SAIRR 1977: I·B 
. SAIRR 1977: 1-l-3 
• SAIRR 1977: 1.+3 

286 SAIRR 197~ 106 
6-1- SAlRR 1978: 107 
~8 SAIRR 1980: 26~ 

-l-58 SAIRR 1980: 26-l-
i SAIRR 1982: 22-l-

SAIRR 1982: 21-l-
SAIRR 1982: 22-l-
SAIRR 1982: 22-l-
SAlRR 1982: 22-l-
SAIRR 1982: 22-l-
SAIRR 1982: 22-l-
SAlRR 1982: 22.+ 
SAIRR 1983: 548 
SAlRR 1983: 5-l-8 
SAlRR I 98-l-: 758 I 
LCHR 1986: 78 
LCHR 1986: 83 

016 Thomas 1990 -l-39-
-l-l 

3 000 UNICEF 1989: 87 
Straker 1992: 6 

I 

SAIRR 1986: 82~ 
SAIRR 1986: 822 

230 DPSC 31/1/88 
1338 SAIRR 1987-8: 

538 
250 Thomas 1 

2000 SAlRR 1 
SAlRR 1 
175 

i SAlRR 1993-.J.: 
307 
SAIRR 1993-.J.: 
307 
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on 

the consequenees 

assessment 

are 

"''''''''''5 statements to '-'v'uu'u.,"'"..,.u, some oe1DoneltlIS ll"l;IUI,,;:Itl,,-U ","''"'''"',_ ... or 

no assessments oeDOnelnIS \vas 

as 

consequences 

many years there was no lU~iUl'''''U TPl'-nrr", to 

gross 

or 
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SpleClTIC cause ,v,aU'UH. etc. It is 

or delnos!n,tDh 

consequences are 

,","U,,"'''''''''' consequences 

asserts 

is on 

PO:3t-tratUIDltlC stress 

to 

ost-traUlmanc stress 

is a response to a 

stressor as 

contexts pre:seIltell. it is not to 

assess 

or 

were measures to cope 

to manage 

as 

OJ"""""",- or arson It is thc>rp·tAr'p 

I The claims do not emerge from the Commission's data but from other sources. 
!-'VllU,,,CU activist Mike in Cock's contribution "''''Lt''-''', 

Brian McKendrick and Wilma HoJ:lman, ~ll!!I~]Q...Y1!;!.!m~1!L~!ID 
and 1. 
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not vv,~""v." to U,",U,",l,lUIU,"" on 

may contribute 

consequences 

" 47 nprl'pnt were not 

• 

• severe 

were re!l:lsterc:d 

an 

3: 11). 

were 

not 

as an outcome. 

to a 

an 

presence 

: Note that in "\.0(""''''6'' the terms UDF and ANC were used mtt~rCI1aI1gelllblJ 
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,vas 

nature 

extent to 

measurement 

arrest 

or 

on 

measurement 

were 

is no assessment 

ClaIna~~e IS 

to 
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IS 

it not 

Five (p. 

to 
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IS a 
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were 

reSllstant to 
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• and 

.. U'UVH'" nonns III 

IS 
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or 

'Vl'<vU',,", or 

responses to it. 

IJV.;,;:,.'UH" to 

• 
It states 
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• not 

ma 

presume secrets 
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are uncommon not a 

conte,,1;s 

counter to many 

were to III 

comments 

It states 

it 

res,lst;an(~e was 

reslstan(~e over a 

It UUl" ....... ""'''!''; to on 

consequences 

a 

were 

A 

to manage 

to 

runs 

on 

one 

IS 

areas. 

"""""UU''''''. as some anempte~a 

two 

was one 

worst 

comments on 
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nature or of its can draw even 

women, 

rarlSaICI1()ns In 
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young women in 

partl(:lp:ate m was not a member 

vvomen are not as 

women were 

women were 

m 

to unmarried women. 

v,omen are 

10 "",rr,pri were not ,"V"b)"'"''''' 

Two 

'~"'UUEJ women were 

at 

In 
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WC1ClllcnlOa ill 

~ame 

~o",i Khomba 

Date of 
birth 

1963 
965 

4tsoaki Phelane 1967 

Jokwanda Tani 196-1-
1960 
1970 
1962 
1970 

women statements 

a statement 

Her statement 

llW',,';,,'VU H"''',iHJ.U,.",, as gross 

to women, 

. Std. [0 26 
• Std. 9 30 

Std. 10 • 22 
Std. ]0 31 
Std,9 , 26 

,,,,'omen were to ,",v,uU'"'''' 

can occur 

:SITldents are 

seventeen or elJ.~me:en, 

All women 

to 

In 

on 

600 
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R2 

Nowi Khomba 

Nomeite ",,-,vB!,.U 

Noluntu Za-wukana 

Ntsoaki Phelane 

Nokwanda Tani 

Gertrude COSAS 

Nokuzola Mtamo 

Nowi Khomba 8 Never married 
Nomeite Mfen u 20 Never married 
Noluntu Zawukana 3 Never married 
Ntsoaki Phelane 7 En a ed 
Nokwanda Tani 19 Never married 

1 
7 
14 Never married 

Nokuzola Mtamo 17 . Never married 

women, 

ANCWL 

ANCYL 
ANCWL 

WOYCO(1 

1980 to 

ANCWL 

ANCWL 

ANC YL (1991) 

ANCYL ANCYL 

ANCYL 

ANCWL ANCWL 

ANCYL 

Current residence 

One 
Three 
One 
One 
One 

Parental household 
Parental household 
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one ever WI<'M"1,pn 

rents a room in a 

'Jowi Khomba 8 

'Jomeite 20 
'l"oluntu Zawukana 3 

'Jtsoaki Phelane 

9 

7 
14 

In 

RI 

or Ul;:,uuun 

Sources of household income 

1 x domestic worker 
x clerk 

1 x labourer 

• 2 x labourers 

are 

Totul income 
in Rands 

on 

1 760 . 

480 • 
1890 

660 • I 

200 in 




