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CHAPTUR EIGHT.

THE VERANDA AND THE "VERANDA HOU3L®,

t "Verandah" or "Veranda®, a roofed gallery or portico, ¢tCeses
the word in ‘nglish is comparatively modern; having only been
included by Tedd in his edicion ol Jounson's "Dictlonary” in
1827, But it was lnown esrlier in India, and the occurrence
of the word in modern Hindustani (VARANDA) and Malayan (BARANDA)
has led some etymologists to connect the word with the Persian
BAHRAMADAN, to elimb. It is, however, certainly of furopsan
orizin, and was taken te the Hast by the early Portuguesc
navigators, It iz to be found as early as the end of the l5th
censtury amd the beginning of the 16th in Spanish and Portuguese
{so Minshen, "VARANDA, railes to leane the brest on”) and
appareut%y ig to be referred to Latin "vara®, a forked pole

or rod. :

(incyclopaedia Britannica, 1911).

IR E RN EEEENENEEREEEERENRNNESE ]

The late Mediaeval houses of the northern provinces of Fortugal
such as fntre Minhe € Douro, and Trés-os-liontes, were built of stone
or stamped earth, snd had thick walls {often plastered) and small

openings as & nrotection against the heat and zlare. They Lelong te a
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24, The centrzl gallery of a typical
sixteenth century Portuguese 'selar?',

the Quinita da Bacalhboa.

Side gallery of the
Guinta da Baczlhoa,

2C.

tYarandat of a 'solar?
at Guerdsa,

1968
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tradition which is shared in common by all the coastal regions of the
Mediterranean and by the whole of the Iberian peninsula as well., Yet
in some respects these northern Portuguese houses are uniégzﬁlﬂwggstead
of a central enclosed courtyard onto w?ich the rooms could open, while
preserving a blank protective exterior, often these village houses each .
have a raised *varanda' under the main roof, lizhtly constructed of wood,
which contrasts strangely with the massive strength of the rest of the
structure and appears to be derived from a blend of the H?diaeval timber
framing of Northern Eurcope with the Moorish 'Mucharaties', or screened
balcony. In the same region of Portugal and in the neighbouring Spanish
provinces: raised wooden 'varandas' were often built as separate struce
tures to preserve the grain from the weather (known as 'ispigueiros' in

Portuguese or ‘Horreos' in Spanish), and the relationship of these

constructions to the NHorthern Mediaeval tradition appears even stronger,

It seems, then; that the 'weranda'® as we now know it; is
derived not so much from India and the Far mast; or from the colomnades
of the Ancient liorld, as f{rom the empiri?al combination of two opposed
types of architecture in a border region, midway between the Mediter

rancan and the great Mediseval tradition of the north,l

The Portuguese ‘'varanda' is ?urthcr defined as a 'projecting
platform on the facade of a building, surrounded by a rail or bealustrade
and commmicating with the interior by one or several openings' and as a
"1ipght gallery built along the whole length of the building...' ° The
emphasis placed on light construction; on the fact that the platform is
raised and that it projects from the facade all seem to coniorm well
with the supposed derivation from the Latin; and with those 'varandas'

which still survive from Mediaeval times.3
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1. Sacheverell Sitwell, *Portugel and Madiera'® (London,1954.) ,23. Portuguese colonisation began with the establishment of a fort at

; 3 - Sap Tom® in the Gulf of Guinea in 1471. By the end of the sixteenth
Avpusto de Lima Jnr. observed that the interdior mountain . 7

viilages of Brazil are replicas in their entirety of century, well before the Iutch came on the scene, the Portuguese colonial
regional prototypes in Portugal. ('4 capitania das Minar ' - " y
Gerais®, Rio., 1943). empire included the Azores, Sofala, Mozambique, Mombasa, Muscat and Ormuz

in the Persian Gulf, Colombo in Ceylon, Diu, Cochin and Goa, the Spice

Islands and Timor, Macao in China, Brazil.,

¥

Of the later Baroque buildings in Brazil, Sitwell observes that
they are 'closely related in style to the buildings of Minho and Tras-
oa-mnntea; and are clearly i?fluenced by emigrants from Northem
Portugal®. So, undoubtedly, was Portuguese colonial architecture from
the earliest timea; for these northern provinces were the most populous
regions of the mother country;* Two early representations of PBrazilian
scenes well 1llustrate the type of architecture; the houses are often
ralsed up: with shaded terraces at ground level and an occasional
'varanda'; either projecting from the building as a type of porch; or
included under the main roof in a mamnmer typical of its country of
origin (Plates 3 and 4).

In the same way, the Spanish colonies in the Hest Indies early
adopted those forms of its own regional architecture which were most
sultable for the heat; humldity ané high rainfall of a sub-tropical
c¢limate, The veranda was thus established; from its very inception;

as a basic characteristic of colonial architecture in the Portuguese

and Spanish colonies, particularly in tropic and sub-tropic countries,

3+ from Franz Post: 'Brazilian Scene' (o0il painting -
Mauritzhuis, the Hague, + 1645).

Like so much else that was originally Iberian in colenial architecture,
4. Planta da baila de ina de Chaves, 1644.
5. Trujillo, Peru, Casa de los Herrera., Barly 18th o. it was afterwards adopted by the inheritors of the Portuguese and

6, Lima, Peru, Torre Tagle Palace, early 18th o,
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T+ Madame John's Legacy, New
Orleans, early 18th ¢,

ieTe Waterman "Some tarly Muildings of larbados'. The

Art Bulletin, XOVII, June 1945, lib.

.

* [Covent Garden] there were probobly 18 houses on the
north and cast sides, cach entered from a iront door

in the arcades (which by colloquizl stupidity came teo Le
called the "piazzas" the name belonging by right to the
lavout &85 @ whole)e.o's J. Summerson 'Georgion London'.
(London, 1945}, 135.
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Tels Woterman & F.B. Jolmston "The tarly Architecture of
liorth Carolinat. U. of N.Carolina Fress, 1941 and 1947,
Ll.

Tuid., 42,

FoDs lichols, '"The darly Architecture of Ceorgla’ {(U. of
l.carolina Fress, 1957), 131.

F.Da lidchols, '"The rarly Architecture of Georzia' (U. of
N.Carolina Fress, 1957}, 131.

Ibid, 129; and Carl Eridengaugh "Cities in Jilderness'
{tiew York, 1938.), 150,

8, Darby House, Wilmington,
North Carolinai third quar-
ter of 18th century.
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1 .
Spanish colonial impires : Dutch, French and British alike. (Flates 3506,

9-14 ete., and Plate || on page 573).

From the West Indies the veranda spread northwards to the French
and British Colonies on the llorth imerican east coast. tThe porch was
o become more and more the hallmark of the type or locality (of Horth
Carolina) but it is obviocus that all porches had their inception in the
coast tewns; to which they came from the West Indies. 0f the houses
in New Bern Willlam Attmore of Philadelphia wrote in 1787, "There are
to many of houses Dalconies or Piazzaaz in front and sometimes back of
the house, this fethed of Puilding is found convenient on account of
the great Sumser leats here....". Hs had in mind stoops and long-
gﬁlleried porches....'? Lxamples of this North American type of veranda
are to be seen not only in lorth Carolina (3esufort - 'Porches are seen
in the form most reminiscent of Nassau, 5t. {itts, and Bridgetown, the
Duncan lfouse in Front Street, Flate 10 belng & good example,.... the
posts are in the form of crudely-turned Doriec colurmns, not unlike those
seen in scme of the lpanish islanda‘ﬁ and Somereet....'the delicate
porches give stronz Rahamian flavour....'S) but 2lso in South Carolina
and Georgia ('Before the advent of the Greek Revival portico, the typical
"plantation plain style piazza was & simple stoop covered with a shed
roof n° 'Oy 1720 the Charlestonlans were using balconies to shade the
western side of their dwellinga, a device they had learned from the
Earhadians....'? tinother type of piagzza, found alsc in the YWest Indies,
at St. Kitts, and at Pridgetown, is the beautiful two-storey verandahl....
It consists of & series of segmented arches supported on delicate square

Colums on pedestals.... it thus defines the railing, supported by a



1. FoD. Nichols 'The larly Architecture of Georgiat' ,130,

Zs Gede Laughlin, ‘'Plantation Architecture in Louisiana',
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Architectural Review. 19483,

'eeo I shall add a peager when I retuyrn, which is smch
practised here, and it is very beautiful and
convenient,' Letter ifrom Johm Singleton Copley to a
friend who was su sing the erection of his house in
Soston, New York, 14 July 1771. 1In another letter
Copley adds '... 3 or 4 posts added to support the
front of the Roof, a good floor at the bottum, and {rom
post to post a Chinese enclosure about three f{eet high.
these posts are Scantlings of 6 by 4 inches Diameter,
the Broad side to the front, with only a little moulding
round the top in a neat plain marmer, e«vs these Peazas
are so coel in Sumer and in Winter break off the storms
so much that I think I should not be able to like 2
Iwuge kfit-fwut;.. 1 have dram then in the F‘l&l'l.'

from *Collections of the Massachusetts Historical

S'OCi&ty' Vol. 71 (1911#) M 131-13?o

Fo. Kinball "Domestic Architecture of the American
Colon%gg gnd of the Barly Republic.' New York,1927,

G. Whitefield 'An account of... the Orphan House...
(London, 17kl p.3) quoted by‘F.D., Bichols 'The Early
Architecture of Georgial yLl=G,

Cf+ Fiske Kimball, 2223: 'In the far South there
could not be too many verandahs, and we find them even
encircling the house at every storey.'

Plans 'Ferme Ornee' (London,l1795.) Plate 17,
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i 1l
diapgonal trellis, which stops against it...' ).

Among other North American colonies which favoured the use of t?e
veranda in the eighteenth century were Louis%ana.('khdame John's Legacy,'
€.1750 (Plate 7) and 'Trepagﬁier' near Horco, c¢.1770 (Plate 9)2 ) ;
Alshama; Flarida: Virginia: New England; Massachusetts and Hew York,'... a
covered veranda with a longitudinal range of lisght posts or colums, We
have noted the prevalence of this form in Hew York before the Revolution
and its introduction into Boston by Co;:ley.3 It remained characteristice
of the vernacular style about New York...Here its position was along the
frﬁnt; perhaps along the rear also: under an extensive main roof... In
New England the customary position was along the sides of the building...' -
Plate 12).4

One rmar!{abl;e use of the veranda should be noted before we leave
the American Colonies, important because it was the‘pragenitor of the
later nineteenth century ‘veranda house' : that is, a house swrrounded
by verandas on all sides. Of the Orphan House at Bethseda (Georgia)
built by Whitefield in 1741 - 2, he himself wrote that it had 'a Piazza
of ten Foot wide built all round it; which will be wonderfully convenw
ient in the Heat of Summer.® (Plate 11).

One of the earliest recorded instances of the veranda in England
took this form, and is, not suprisingly, called the "American Cottage? = 'ees
the Bast, West and South aspects have a piagza round them.'6 (Plate 15).

The adoption of the veranda as a feature of fashionable
architectuwre in Britain and on the Continent followed rapidly. In 1801



(Top left). 'Thornton', New York State, late eighteenth
century,

(Below left). Nelson's house, intigua, West Indies;
before 1786,

(Above right). 'Clarence House', Antigua, West Indies;
before 1787.

(Right). "American Cottage', from Plaw's 'Ferme Ornde,
London, 1795,

-




1. Clifford Musgrave, Director, The hoyal Pavilion, Brighton.

- #

<o The oldest surviving examples, e.ge. The Rum’ Hospital,

3
b,

De

Sydney (1811) are clearly Colonial in style, and it is
telieved that the buildings of the settlement were
given verandaps from the first years in accordance with
the previous experience of the older colonial
administirators. v. laymond HeGrath 'fustralian tarly
Colonmial*. Architectural Review, July 1945,

See Chapter 2 page 16 and Chapter 3 pare 59 .

*Cape Towm muat have been a wretched place when every
atreet wes blocked up with miserable Thatched Pont
bouses projecting from the principal buildings where
the Idle and disolute regularly assenbled with ’
considerable danger to the Inhabitants from the Slaves,
ttentots and Selilors smolting umder these places they
were original lKaMiIt to shelier mt—m{;% in rainy
weather or perhaps to shade them the Sun however
Governmment toolk the matter into consideration and found
the benefit by no means compensated for their
inconvenience and danger they therefore ordered the
whole to be taken dowme...'! Zemuel E. Hudson 'Journzl -
Building' (mss.) Ace. 602 Ne. 9 {Written before 1804.)

At any rate in the country houses, which were nearly
always more mretentious than the town buildings,
Examples of the use of the veranda in other Dutch
colonies are readily found in Indonesia and Curacao.

(.*‘f.-\l'r_.:, 5, b_(,;?q_, qrit pege 678)

16, 'Ultimo*, lew South Walea, Australia.
Print of 1813,

17. Verandas in St. Helena. Lithograph of
1815.
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the Frince Regent had them installed at the Drighton Pavilion, and in 1305
wrs, Fitsharbert bullt 2 house in Brighton with a two-storey veranda on
hich the Prince wos oftas to be sem hrenkfasting with hers In
toorounaion' {miblizhed 181%3) Jene ‘uoten introduced & cottame with o
"vmh; ranch windows and other ttmm-.f By the pordod of the
fegeney they ware 2t the very height of fashion, m_hud hegun w appear
{especially in the form of roofed balconies) in Bath, Cheltonhem, and
even London 1139}.5'? (Flates 45, 22, 23).

!wmm:wdaummcthavmm'parmeumﬂn
Mmtmmmtmmemm,mmmmmm
new sectlements as sustralis(l733 - Placee 16 and 66) appear to antedate
the great popularity of the device in Surope.” And when the exile of
Napoleon byought St. &elmintammmm,mdrmltadm
mmwwnms&mﬁ,mmwfm
proninantly on many of the buildings thare. {(Plates 17 and 52)

At the Cape the enrliest verandas in the true semac date from the
first British Occupatim; thoush in the yeors immedistely preceding 1795
there had boen & fashion for classical perticos, and at an earlier date
covered footways had existed in Cape ‘f‘oanf But an the whole the Duteh
de not eppear to have considered the climate sufficiently extreme to
warrant the persistent use of o device which thoy had adopted with such

5
complete alacrity in Batavia and elsewhere.
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v. Chapter 7 : Flate 21 on Page 154.

Ce0e 3917161 15th Nov. 1831 'Colomnade in a bad state
of decay and shored up.'

S.0. 391/105 1kth Ju
colomade in ETAEL o¢

Ce0. 175/14 6th April, 1822 'Painting and Colouring ..
veranda...?!

Watercolour. Sir L.Breaton, 1815-10. ;ehr .nlj* tiome
jatercolour. Mary BErenton, 1816. Africana Museum 50/1G82.
Ce0.321/73 19th Jan. 1827 YIo take down the Fortict...'

18. YAnnandale', ©.1805-6 (No.50);

19, 'Leevwendaal’ (No.56); both from
Burchell's panorama of Cape Town

in 1815 (Africana Museum).

20, 'Admiralty House', Simonstown in
1815, Watercolour by Sir.J.Brenton.
(Fehr).

b
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. Andrew Barnard's "Wineyard! had a veranda (Plate 59 on Page 71)
which w=s probsbly typical of the type built during the First Occupation.
The leo=-Classical porches of 'Rust-en-Vreugte! 'Rustenburg'l and 'Croote
Sehuur' olso probably date from this peried or soon afterwards.

tinnandale' (Plate 18) can reasonably accurately be presumed to have been

built soon after 1805.

By the early years of the Second Occupation it was lLecoming com-

mon for stoeps to be enclosed under a low-pitched boarded or metal roof

-

and thus converted into 'colonnades’, Yporches' or *verandas', as they

were variously called. MWany of the Simonstown buildings which were erec-

ted at this time, or adapted from the old Corpany's buildings, were given
these protective verandas, notably the Public Officaa? Custonm House,3
and the Commandant's House.i’ The Hesident Commissioner's house was pgiven
a decorative timber trellis work between the original brick and plaster

piers (Plate 20).”

The first 'veranda house' in Jouth Africa, and the prototype of
thousands of later houses in this country, was Lord Charles Sonerset's
‘llewlands' desipned in 1819. The record of this house is one of the
most fascinating and best documented of an;,\ggrchibectml agcounts that

have come down to us.

The original 'Nieuwelend®! was a lodge bLuilt to the new Company's
garden by ¥illem Adriaan van der Stel ¢.1700. By the second holf of

the 18th century it had become a favourite country resort of the Dutch
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It is believed that the building was actually rebullt by
Ryk Tulbagh in 1771, v. 'Rondebosch Down the Years®s...
and Mengzel "Deseription' I, 121, in which he comments 'it
is a more confortable and more imposing structure than the
one at Roddebosch.'!

C.0. 58/82. 21st Oct. 1814. Reguisition of H. Schutte for

an advance of 2,000 Rds. 'en account of the new bulldings

now erecting at lNewland.'!

C.O- 113/120 l?th I\'u:_;o 181911 Re'[)orll} of JQ\:. I‘:ClVill,
Inspector of Buildings, & &, Durhanm,

Mrs. baton, in 18138, admired this bullding as 'a rmosh
beautiful place, surrounded with wood, gardens & vineyardss..'
Journel of S.N. bfaton, 2k Oct. 1818, MS. S.A. Public Library.

Jolm Melvill, a younsz man whom the Barl of Caledon asked
Thibault te train as a Surveyor, probably began work under
hinm before or during 1810, and was afterwards appointed his
assistant. o was the subject of a musber of scornful
lettors from Taibault to the suthorities, especially scathing
when young Melvill announced that he had detected & shift in
the position of the magnetic poles Uy comparing old survey
dilagrams with his owmn. Thibault contemptuously attributed
this to Melvill's inaccurate surveyings 'esslions, Melvill's
presumption, exaggerated beyond words, has no limits. - That
his protectors should herald him as a laster Astrononmer, Q
Professor of Physics, a Great Ubserver - there's nothing
bettar, if such be their pleasure. Put thet this younp man
should think himself the first to discover...lfons. Jernick
and I were surveving when ke wus in the egg's (C.0. 53, Jan,
16th, 1813). For Durther information on the relationship -
between Thibault and Melwill -v. de Bosdari 'Anton Anreith®,
30 « 323 0e0s 43, 27th July, 1811 and 4th Aug. 1812,

A Cape legemd has it that he exclaimed, on seelng Goevernment
House for the first time '"Covernment liousceZssee ite I took
it for a dog kemnel'.

(Theal, ‘iistory of South Africa' I, 2064. lote.)
. ?
v;ﬁl“ - . .' - o s =8 =

21. Thibault's drawing of his proposals at 'Newlande'.
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Governors, though the building was in rather a dilapidated state and was
1 F *’

always in need of repair. Finally, in 1791, 'Nieuweland' was sold by

the Dutech Hast India Company, and passed into private hands, where it

remained for some years, until it was returmed to the Govermment (now

British) by exchange in 1806.

?

Sir John Cradock toyed with the idea of removating the house,
and actually commissioned a design from Thibault, which is one of his
finest surviving drawings {(Plate 21),

But it was not until the arrival of Lord Charles Somerset in 1814
that work was started in earnest on ‘*Newlands?®, The Governor favoured

But as these

F

the erection of a second storey upon the existing walls.z
were only of soft brick and constantly damp; the loads proved too great,
and during a great storm on the night of the 12th August 1819 a
substantial part of the (as yet unfinished) structure collapsed.3

*

The Government Inspector of Buildings, J.W. Melvill (who had suc-
ceeded Thibault to the post in 1815)4 reported 'that it is our opinion
that it will ?e found necessary.... to take the whole of the principal
building down,'the interior walls and chimeys not exnepted....'5 we
may be certain, from his previous remarks about the accommodation for
the Governor at the Capcf>that nothing can have delighted Lord Charles
more than an opportunity to completely rebuild his country residence.
fhere is a great deal of circumstantial evidencec to suggest that the
Governor took more than a cursory interest in architecture and build%ng.

In almost the same breath as he reported on the damege at 'Hewlands',

Melvill complained of the extensive repalrs and alterations at Government



1. C.0. 113/1% 21st Aug. 1819.
2 Gl 156/1 1?th J8Te 13210

3+ Presumably teak,

22, A carriage arriving at a
Regency house in Englandg
contemporary print.
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House as Thaving been done without my knowledge and campleted before I was
called in to examine it.'l Bighteen months later lMelvill was complaining
about the same kind of practice at 'hewlands'. %,,.The Plan being
exceedingly defective and ?here being no drawings of the finishing we can
only state that in general, the Plan, such as it is, has been followed,
and the work is said to be done accordingz to verbal instructions received
from ilis Excellency lord Char}es Samerset...’.2 From this we ey conclude
that the design of "Newlands', complete with its elegant veranda, was
certainly not the work of the Inspector of Buildings or of any of his
staff, 1In fact, he does not appear to lmve been consulted about its
design; which probably means that the Governor conslidered himself a fin?r
arbiter of taste in architectural matters than his Government architect,

whom he treated with a good deal of contempt,

Nevertheless, it was HMelvill who; in his official capacity:
approved the "Estimate for... the rebuilding of the Government House
at NHewlands' on 30th Sept. 1819; prepared by the Contractor E. Durham:
which was clearly based on the design actually executed. It includes

such items as :-

3
teew=Turned colums with base and capital 810 Rds.

3395 Feet boarding for roof of, portico 1060 *

31 sash frames (with) sashes, shutters, locks
and Elbows, architraves, lintels, glass etc. 8750 *
15 Casenment sashes 1200 =
14 Chimmey pieces 420 "
5 circular Bulls Eyes and frames 250 "

2 pair Mshogany folding doors, venetians

frames etc., 650 *©
2 pair ditto with fanlights 750 ®

1 pair Deal with fanlight 200 "
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e 113/20, (enclosure). he Contract did not prove to

e lepnlly binding, the Covernor amending lds instructions

t will with written '"Memorenda' to the Inspector of

Buildings or the Contractor, & procedure which was followed
during his temure of office by Jir Rufane Donkin. (C.0.250/113,
20th Dec. 1825),

Coele 113/20

“!
wd
b
a

C.0. 123/L0 26th April, 1820
C.0. 187/13 27th Feb. 1823
C.0. 123/82 27th Sept. 1820

25. 'Newlandse', A watercolour from the Hiddingh Album,

1824, (Fehr, ),

Sheet lead for portico 2585 Rds.
Shingles 2500
Steps slate 18" wide soe T 1

A11 the rooms were to be ceiled and 18 feet in height; the
principal rooms (two of which had bow fronts) wall papered or painted:
the remainder whitewashad.z dward Durham afterwards wrote that
'eoowlien the new bulldings were first projected his Lordship repeatedly
impressed upon me that wnless they could be done on the most economical
monner they could not be commenced for some time on acecount of the heavy
expenses Covernment had been to on the Frontier: and when the present !
plan was‘decided upon his Lordship said he should not require any cormice,
skirting, surbase moulding or anything which could be despensed witheeee
I wrote to England for various articles which were wanted and which I
hapen to import from England considerably less than they could be purchased
in this Colony: but having been dissappointed in receiving the quarter part
of them in the proper time I did not hesitate to purchase upon the best

Terms I could, rather than stop the Buildings...'3

L +

The ahingles; of teak, were ordered from Fauritius, and arrived
in April of the following year.4 The slate paving for the veranda; steps
and courtyard was eventually prepsred by the convicts on Robben Island;
but only after considerable trouble had been taken to train them for such
skilled wuwk.s Eventually; they were able to make even the slate surrounds

for many of the fireplaces. (Plate 28).

L

Meanwhile, in January 1820 Somerset sailed for England, leaving as

Acting=Governor Sir Rufane Donkin, Semerset had charged Melvill "to watch
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2.

3.
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Getls 26/130 2:{}- 211
Somarset to sarl

GeHs 26/13 lo. 211, Report of Lord Charles Somerset
to Earl Ratimrst 31lst July, 1325,

S.'-“an 25L}/113 za'ld et s 132‘).
Comamissioncrs of Enguiry.

feport-of Lord Charles
athurst, 3lst July, 1825,

Letter to the

This was Comerset's explanation of the breskdown of the
Contract to Earl Bathurst.(C.H. 26/13 No. 211). But,
from the guestions of the Commissionars of Inguiry
(Cuo0s 2507113, etes), it seems clear that Tenkin was
continuing a practice already bDegun by Somerset.

Goi:. 26/13 o, 211, 313‘: Julv, 1325.

24, '"Hewlands', 2 reconstruction {rom mezsurements
of the surviving building. (K.B. Lewcocks
model B. Kearmey).
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the progress of the Building when [he] was absent in England'j’ But the
Acting-Covernor soon interfered, requesting that 'a certain portion of
the House' be prepered for his receptiunf and issuing "Wemoranda' on his
requirements to Melvill and the buildar? (the latter afterwards arguing
that his original Contract had thereby been infringed and anmulled.)’
The front part of the main building was completed at this time "in so
hurried and superficial a manner as te render it necessary to do the

work again', Somerset aftervards complained.5

*

The clegant veranda; so important a characteristic of the house,
was erected only after the front rooms were complete and habitable, It
was constructed of teak and yellowbwood; the boarding being plastered
over and painted with Tar (as a waterproofing) above, with a lath and
plaster ceiling fastened underneath, At the ends of the main block it
curved around in two hemicycles to embrace the bow fronts of the drawing
room and library. The entrance halll between the two roomﬁ; was

erowned by a lead cupola, with a decorated ceiling internally.

The subsequent histor? of the completion of ‘Newlands' is one
long seriss of incompetenciss, miafcrtu?es and recriminations. But it
is worth considering briefly in passing, as it gives both a very typical
picture of the buillding conditions of the period; and an insight into
the reasons for the colossal bullding expenditure of Lord Charles
Somerset. (The latter contributed in no amall measure to the eventual
establistment of a Parliamentary Commission of Enquiry in 1823-25).

In addition; the persona}ities associated with the scandal of "Newlands?

form a fascinating group, some of whom have a place in history far



1s €05 156/1

2e
3

C.0. 187/13
CeUo 156/2

relinguish

G4

Jan, 17th 1821, *Report of urwey taken this
day of the :uildings now erecting at hewlgnda for the
Residence of

xii‘u

ixeellency the Governor.!

Feb, 27th, 1323.

_ Jan. 23rd 1821. He returned to his duties as
ingpector of Buildinges for a fer woeks at the end of 1821 but

the

post in Jan. 1822.

Interiors in 'Newlandst:

25+« Doorway in the Hall,

26,27. Cornices in Bedrooms.
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beyond that merely due to them in a study of South African architecture.

Durham executed the first part of the works so inadequately that
Melvill reported (17 Jan. 1821) that the whole of the flat lead roof
would have to be relaid with stouter lead or covered with a shingle roof,
*This alteration the Contractor proposes to make at his own expense.!

The floors also would bave to be taken up and relaid with straighter
jointing and stronger Joists, IMuch of the joinery (especially the
architraves round the doors) was considered shoddy in executian; and *A
modern FPillaster would look mmch better in those Rooms and would not be
more expensive to the Contractor. It is also highly necessary that
those two Rooms should have a cornice round them and a blank Door intro=
duced to be wniform with the one into the adjaininp Ruom. %e‘would also
recomend a skirtinu round those rooms: none, howevar, is intended, it
not being required, it was said, by the Contract,.

‘P%

The Shutters and Doors are only intended to be moulded with a

1
reoeded Astragel on the PanmelsSseee'

TFrom the time the Buildings were commenced Mr, Melville; (sic)
was in the habit of inspecting them frequently; and 1 reqguested him to
point out anything he could wiuh altered, and instantly attanded to his
sugEestions... ' wrote Jurham But early in 1821, Melvill, who had
always been a deeply religious man (and 2 close friend of the members of
the London lssionary Soclety at the Cape); asked permission to go to the
country '"for the benefit of his health® and obtaining it, left for a
misgsionary station in Grigqualand in rcbruavyyj His leave was granted

conditionally upon his 'Jinding a sultable person to perform the duties
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builder, Pendrill, in London, in whos= company he was {first brought
into contact with Radical conspirators, Terrified of becoming
invelved in nearetrsasonable practices, Jones offered his services
to the Covernment as an informer, and it was while on a mission of
this nature to detect the tenor of feeling in the north that his
identity was discovered and published by the editor of the 'Leeds
Mercury',

The 'Mercury's first article was read in the House of
Commons within two days of its publication., To extencive
eriticism, the Covernment replied tlmt it had-been essential to
discover the criminal designs of the Radicala, and that Oliver
was a respectable builder who had solicited no terms for himself
and received no rowerd (which was apparently true).

Although Oliver's name became notorious throughout Eritain
(it was actuslly used as a bogey to frighten small childred for
years afterwards) he managed to keep out of sight until arrange-
ments had been made for his to settle in another country.

On 13th October, 1819, Under-ieccretary !lenry Goulburn wrote
to Lord Charles Somerset desiring him to malke a grant of land to
. W, Jones 'whose object in praceedﬁgﬁ to the Cape of Good liope
is to settle in that country.' The er-Cecretary furtively
obtained a gaasage for Jones, his wife and child, from the Comme
issionars of the Navy, and furnished him with a lettor of strong
recommendation to Lord Charles Somerset (which Jones was unsable
to present until the return of Lord Charles to the Colony in
lovember 18210) ’

At the time he began acting as Deputy for Melvill, Jonss had
already been in the Colony at least six monthis without presenting
his credentials, He'arrived eguipped with a 9 inch theodoliter
and pther instruments, and presumably applied for, and received,

ssion to practice as a surveyor, for he thereaflter sé%ned

e¢lf as "Sworn Surveyor' (c.f. C,0, 199/5 18th Peb. 1823).
He was evidently a trained draughtsman to jJudge by his rendered
plans in the Archives (e.,z. C.C. 199/19 20th July '23).
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1
of [his] affice’.
Secretary 'l beg leave to recommend Mr. Jones, who is a surveyor in all
its branches, and as he has exressed his desire to hold the situation of

On January 23rd 1821 he wrote to the Colonial

Deputy Inspector of Bulldings & Surveyor to Government, May I request you
to have the‘Goodneas Speak to His Excellency upon the subject of his
appointment, being myself willing to give up Rixds 600 of my Salaryes.!
Mr. Jones was duly appointed on January 5th 1822:33nd submitted his first
report as Deputy Inspector of Buildings on Feb. 19th.

2

L]

Much conjecture arose, and has persisted to the present day, about
the identity and origin of this person
called himself William Jones but was better lmown as "Oliver the Spy "}

!ese2 somewhat mysterious agent who

He served the country as Inspector of Publlic Buildings and was occupied
chiefly with the extensive building operations at the Governor's House at
Newlands., With this office he is alleged to have combined that of spy on

behalf of lord Charles Somerset...."

*Oliver the Spy' was the nickname by which Jones was afterwards
commonly known at the Cape; but it is only recently that conwvinecing
evidence has been produced to show that he was really the same Oliver
(*The Spy') who became the anathema of England in 1817 for his part in the
Huddersfield Eiots.5
arrival at the Cape neither Melvill nor Donkin then had any idea of his

It seems certain that at the time of his

true identity.

Jones threw himself into his work with tremendous vigour. He had
already associated himself with Helvill's Report on the workmanship of

'Hewlands® on 17th January (which he signed below Melvill as 'Surveyort'),
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C.C. 156/2 23rd Jan. 1821.

Ibid,

CeOe 5963 ‘

Ge Cory. 'The Rise of South Africa.' II, 274,

As 2 result of the temporary suspension of civil rights in

Yorkshire from 1812 - 1817 '... a mumber of designing men,
seizing the opportuniby, did not hesitate to inculeate the
opinion that nothing short of a revolution could terminate
the general suifaring.

» *That a bloodless revolution could have been effected
is, to be sure, a supposition too gross to be entertained. ..
but Mr, Oliver, it seems, had the address to persuade the
leaders that a project of this kind was practicable, and his
dupes were so utterly ignorant as to adopt the absurditvess
the notorious Mr. Oliver...at breskfast, among other
inflamatory conversation said "They are all in readiness in
London., There is no occasion for bloodshed. Ve have only
o seize the military and the thing is done,”
'.,.it is much to bLe recretted that the persons apprehendedse.
have, for the most pert, been, at most, maroly the dupss of the
leader of this miserable conspiracy, and that the instigators,
including Mr. Oliver, the London delegate, have: been suifered
L0 escape. ! *Loeds Mercury' Leader, 19th July, 1817. British
Vs eun.
', ..the whole [plot] was got up under the instipacion of an
agent from London... the principal off'ender has been allowed
to escape with impunitye..Mr. Williams stated...that 2 person
of the name of Oliver called upon him about 2 months ago, and
introduced himseli as a Parliamentary Reflormer sent Irom London
to ascertain the dispositions of the people in the country.,

This men he deseribes as a person of genteel appearance and -
rood acaress, nearly O ft. high, of erect figure, light hair,

red and raether large whiskers and a full face, a little pitted
with smallpox. liis usual dress, he says, was a-light,
fashionable eoleured brown coat, black weistcoat, dark blue
mixture pentaleons and Wellington boots. The description of
guch a character is important, and may form a clue to further
discoveriecs comnected with his proceedings in othear parts of
the countrYees

thy such & wretch...was allowed to escape 1ls more than °
we can say.' ’ :

tLeeds Mercury'! Leader, 1lith June,1817,

Professor Battersley ('0liver the Spy and Qthers', Pletermoritz-
burg, 1959) has shown that William Oliver Jones was borm ce1776
in Pontesbury in Shropshire, e was early apprenticed to a
carpenter, and later acquitted of intending to defraud another
carpenter, Hestall, of £300, He bLecane accountant to a

(see attached page)
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of [his] affice'.l On January 23rd 1821 he wrote to the Colonial
Secretary '1 beg leave to recommend Nr. Jones; who is & surveyor in all
ics bnandhes; end as he has expressed his desire to hold the situation of
Deputy Inspector of Buildings & Surveyor to Government; May I request you
to have the‘Goadness Speak to His Excellency upon the subject of his
appointment, being myself willing to give up Rixds 600 of my Salary...’

5
Mr. Jones was duly appointed on January 5th 1822, and submitted his first

2

report as Deputy Inspector of Bulldings on Feb. 19th,

Much conjecture aroae; and has persisted to the present day; about
the identity and origin of this person
called himself William Jones but was better known as "0liver the Spy "V
He served the country as Inspector of Public Buildings and was occupied

!, ..2 somewhat mysterious agent who

chiefly with the extensive building operations at the Governor's House at
Newlands, With this office he is alleged to have combined that of spy on

behalf of Lord Charles Someraet....‘A

*Oliver the Spy! was the nickname by which Jones was afterwards
commonly known at the Cape, but it is only recently that convincing
evidence has been produced to show that he was really the same Oliver
(*The Spy') who became the anathema of BEnglend in 1817 for his part in the
Hudders{ield Riots.s It seems certain that at the time of his
arrival at the Cape neither Melvill nor Donkin then had any idea of his

true identity.

Jones threw himself into his work with tremendous vigour. He had

already associated himself with Melvill's Report on the workmanship of

¥

tlewlands' on 17th Janunry (which he signed below Melvill as 'Surveyor'),
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Getla 114-7/6?- narf Office, 9th MNov.1821.
To the Colonial Jecretary, Lt.-Col. Bird:

Yiay 1 presume to beg the favoudr of Some Sugestions
of yours that may tend to Pacify the Public mind as
Present so much prejudiced against me.

I foresee ess something is done I shall forfelt
the friendship of Vessrs. Collison & Co. and the result
will be that I am lmmediately called upon to liguidate
the demands they have amainst me « which I shall not be
rrepared for ess Mr. Melville gettles with me and that
will be but a2 small portion towards the SamCeees
He rose eerly, after his ship had anchored, on Nov,30th.,
and rodzs post haste to Government louse;

He refused to speak or meet with Donkin, but demended that
he evacuate Government llouse instantly, so that Donkin was
forced to leave his breakfast unfinished behind hinm and
beat an undignified retreat to lodgings in the town.

Report submitted 5th December 1821. C.0. 156/17.

G.le 26/13 Ho. 211 31st July, 1825,
Loxd Charles Somerset to FBarl Bathurst,

Goulbwrn wrote : *This letter will be delivered to you by
¥r, Jones, a builder, who proceeds to the Colony for the
purpose of carrying on his trade there, He is a very
intelligent man in his line and bears a very good character
here: and, taking & very considerable interest in his
behalf, I cannot remit taking the liberty of bringing his
name under notice in the hope that you may be able to
assist hinm recomrendation, if not to employ him on
behalfl of the public, I ought.to add, in order to rrevent
mistakes, that he is no architect but merely a btuilder and,
in that capacity alone, do I presume to recommend him,?!
Hattersley "Oliver the Spy & Others?,
Pletermaritszburg,. 1959,

Sth Jano 1822- C.O. 5%30

THE VERANDA AND THE *VERANDA HOUSE'. 211

and during the year he submitted a number of memoranda on this and other
government buildings, By the time Somerset returned (after an absence
of nearly two years); Jones had won a high regard for his knowledge of
construction and had been commissioned to reconstruct the main wharf in
Table Bay. But already rumocurs of his identity with 'Oliver the Spy?
(which were to haunt him for the remaining years of his life) appear to

1
have spread.

, 32
Somerset's return, his high-handed treatment of Donkin, and his

increasing fury as he discovered the extent to which his wishes had been
1gnm*ed: are well mown, His dissatisfaction with affairs at ‘'Hewlands®
was extreme., He ignored Jonea: and demanded an immediate report from
Helﬂ.ll;a who in twm did not escape his wrath: '...in consequence of

no Person being employed to watch the progress of the Building when 1

was absent in mmm:' he afterwards mmf *(the Inspector of Ga’fmxmmt‘
Buildinga, Mr. m«lﬂlla; to whose strict charge I had permitted it, hawving,
very shortly after nmy departxn-e: received Eighteen Months leave of a‘l’:samc
(sic!) to proceed to the Grigua Country) the work was badly executed, and
mach dissatisfaction and di.s?zte amae' between the Government and the
Builder after my Return here, respecting the workmanship,*

At this opportune moment (for him): Jones presented his original
letter of racamnmdatim:s and Somerset, deliberately overlooking the. fact
that Goulburn insisted that ‘he is no architect but merely a bullder',
appointed him 'Inspector of Government Buildings?' only four weeks after

- 6
resuming the govarnment.

Just what happened between Somerset and Melvill is not known.



1, He was appointed Mssionary of the London Mssionary
Society in the Declmana country, where Thompson visited
him in June 1823: t'le formerly held an easy’and respect-
able situation under Govermment in Cape Town, namely, that
of Inspector of Public Duildings, etec, with an income of
about 700C rix dollars per annumj but being a religious
man, and sealous for the civilisatlon and conversion of the
heathen, he'applied to the Government {or his present
appointment, and voluntarily resipned for it his lucrative
situation, with the benevolent purpose of promoting
Mlesionary opersitions..

tilow far Mr, Helvill justly estimeted his owm
qualifications for the arduous task of influencing a somie
barbarous people, may well be questioned, on witnessing the
unhappy results of his interference with the affairs of the
Griguas; but his preiseworthy motives and genorous scolf-
devotion must ever bLe respected, He now recelves, as the
Covernment Agent here, a aalary of only 1000 rix deollars
(£75); Desides which he occupies a amall house belonging
to the London Missionary Soclety, has a2 gorden welle-stocked
with frult trees and vegetables, and cultivates corn
sufficient for the consumption of his family, And, except
for the wnmiortunate disturbances among the people, hie ’
appeared to live quite contented in this remote seclusion,’
where, save his wife and children, and a German missicnary,
he has no other society than the rude,and untutored nNativee..'

Thompson's 'Travels', I, 147 entry of
9 Junc 1823,

Melvill afterwards played a leading port in the Battle
againat the invading Mantatees,

ter we hear of him again in a letter of Ir. John Philip
(21 Nov. 1838, 'Index to Unofficial Manuscripts' Una
Long , 152-35. tThe present state of Hankey is another
illustration of how ruch depends on the character of the
missionary and his wife. Poor (J, Melvill) reduced the
Institution to a perfect wreck. Befare he left it the
schoels, the place of worship, the Institution were
daﬁegggd....' (Jolnm Melvill served at Hankey from 1831
to 1 @

2. Co0. 175/15 21 Merch; 1822,
11 April, 1822,

3e Cuale 199/.3 18 Feb, 1823.

Semcrset dismissed HMajor Jones, Landdrost of Albany, within

e

2 woeek of hls return.

£~ %7
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o letter of Melvill's resignation survives; ut his own version as given
to Thompson was thet he voluntarily resipned from the posit%?n of Inspector
of Duildings in order to be free to take up missionary work. Yet in fact
Melvill moy have been just another to fall a victim to Jomerset’s acrimony
against all those who were suspected of having befrlended (or of having
received favours from) the icting Coverror. (The list of such people

b
eventually extended to the Colenial Secretary himself.)

By March.1£22, Wlliam Jones had a seheme for further additiomto
tHewlands'. He designed a 'Colonnade' 'with Canted Cullums and Crocked
rafters for canvas'; which was erscted in the back courtyard of the houae.z
Such a rustic veranda' was the zems of fashion during the Regency. Though
nothing remains of the one at "Hewlands' we may prouably form a reasonatle
idea of what it was like from the patitern books to which Jones could have

referred for his model. (e.g. Flate 30)

Soon afterwords the problem of waterproofing the flat roof of the
main veranda was reviewed. The illogical method of construction (plaster
on boarding) first used had proved inadequate, and the eventual selution
was found only by the expensive expedient of relaying the whole of the

¢ o o 3
Loerding o a slope, and covering it with lead sheeting.

The method of waterprocfing veranda roofs continued to perplex
designers right up until 1850: when the %mportation of the revolutionary
new material, corrugated galvanised iron, solved phe problem once and for
all. It is interesting to note; in view of this, that the 'penchant'



*

1.{G.5. 26 / 13 Ne. 211. 31st July, 1825. Lord Charles
Somerset to Garl Bathurst,)

Je noed not presume poor construction to’explain the darae
done at Yiewlands®, In the same storms, {the "Great il
Tempest') every building in Pulbegh was- either deatroyod or
rendered wninhabitable; At Simonstown, the Barracks, built
only’ five years before, fell in, and at Stellenboseh ninety-
four, and at Paarl sixtyenine, buildinps were danaged,

Ve Cory, 'The Rise of South Africa', II , 161.

—
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28, flete fireplace surround
in '"Newlands®,
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for the veranda reached its height long before a really satisfactory method
of conatructing it had been found, Adapted from countries amd colonies

in which the rainf2ll was low and rarcly Protracted; whnen used in unsuitable
climates it proved either expensive (zine, lead; or copper roofing) or the
source of continuwal trouble. of course; if the designers were content

with the relatively steep roofing provided by thatch; shingle or'slate:

the veranda was unlikely toc leak or deteriorate. (Hence the early ine
corporation of the veranda under the main roof « e.g. the Marine Villa

at Camps Bay). But as long as the fashion for light: elegant verandas
with low pitched roofs persisted; the constructional problems they

presented werc a constant source of concerne

)

In July and August, 1822; the Cape was ravaged by a succession of
very violent rain and wind storms which; at "Wewlands' '.... devastated
all the Outbuildings (which had been entirely neglected for three years)
and gencrally injured the New Building., The Roof leaked; the Colonade
(w?ich went round the House; it having no upper storey) so ngarly fell

in, as to render 1t necessary to take it down and rebuild it, to prevent

1ts endangering the Houae....’l

The rebuilt veranda, with its lead rnof; was condemed within six
months, The contractor (Durham) then announced that he considered
fexperience has now shown that lead is not to be depended upon for Roofing
in this climate, The great Heat which it holds warps the boarding which
again bends the Lead and by ¥he changes of climate it treaks perishes and
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1. C.0. 187/13 27tk Feb. 1323, PRgires parpstusl repats:t He proposed & return to the traditionsl Gape

- e Ny i I !

2, 0.0, 210/128 30th Merch 1824, [ S S S A TAIN AN S S SIS .

Je © H“ : 1;;{%—55 llt‘h Hov. 1322, or a flat roof of *inglish slate, well beded in Lime, for the lightness and
s or 1020 Rds, is Presuned o r to thes 84 '
chirney pieces as there e i 'ot" " 1;’; m;l Tis. ?t;,g:, " durability of which I bez to refer to similar Roofing at Colonel Bird's,

anytihdng like this amount,) 2

Hajor Roger's and the Public Library....' But his sugpestions were ignored

be S0, 344/17. 23v¢ Feb., 1928 ste,
arnd the veranda roof continued to leal:,

5 CoU, 3-{}13-,16. <lat Feb., 1828,
6. There wero al:m three toterolosets and 2 bath D oamea al o In March, 1824, the contrector signified that 'Newlends' was at
cold rumine water, Ibid, he Ty SN - 2
last complete. It then contained such lumurics as two impomed marble

#

7. C.0. 187/13, 27th Feb, 1823. Louis XV fireplaceo (which together cost over £200, or £1,000 by today's
reckcning). The Library, like 2 number of other rooms, was elegantly
wall-papmved; the wmllpeper being normally given a bose bordering ami a
friaze; and edged in pancls with such Oreck patterns as Egg and Tongue.
{imong the inventory of the Covernment Stores of the period is wallpaper
of yellow and gold: Srimson and gold; Pink, atriped green and lilac; pink
plaid. light blue and yellow; and of a white ground with stars in blue and
gold. lallpaper is mentioned from Ln;land, france and Ciﬁmda ﬂ}.l the
rooms had lead or plastar ceiling rosettes and henging chandeliers,
claborate cm*t;ainrs, drapes and green roller bl:i.nc‘m.s The front rooms

6
interconneciad by mecans oi‘ large, polished lishogany folding doors.

But the saga of 'lNewlands?! was not yet over,. The contractor,

wizo had all along been made to wait the Govarnor's pleasure for payments

F TRermm Rap® gt

HEWLANT |

: B g due to him, and who had already in February 1823 been faced with *total

7
: rodfiess £ want of means and the heavy losses I am suff AL WS
53+ 'Nevlends', etching from Thompeon's ‘Travels?, - ; ; wingses

London, 1827, still waiting to be peid in June 1824, when he wrote to the Colonial
Secretary saying that the unsettled 'lHewlands' account was 'the only
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C.0. 211/88 11 June 1824,

C.0. 211/199 1ith Oct. 1824,
C.0¢ 210/128 30th March 1824,
C.0. 221/3C 10th -June; 1824,

Private letter from W. Jones to Lord Charles Somerset
vindicating his conduct. 'it ever have been my chief
atudy to save the government every profitable expense
that could be aveided?, and adding thet he has "not
recovered from the late remarks and severe rotort of
{g‘f‘ Gxcellency.' lHe offers to have his conduet

estigated by an impartial judge to prove that he
has not made any profits other than his salary.

The sum total of expenditure on the building from lst
Aprdl 1514 until 31lst Decamber 1026 was calculated by
Sory to be £28,2206.,6.2 % (Cory '"The Rise of Jouth
ifricalt ¢« X . 212,

Theal conslidered the final amount spent en the main: house
by Lord:Charles Somerset to have been 'at least £30,000 -
or I15G,00C by todayfs 1890 standards.,' (Theal 'idistory
of South Africa’ s I 4336 « 7)»

G.Hs 26/13 lo. 211.

Lord Charless Somerset to H.M, Commissioners of Engquiry dated

ewlands' 6th June, 1825. t is interesting to note that

less than a fortnizsht before Jones had submitted to the

Governor a detailed: estimate of the cost of the new portico

igzgwwnmmt House, then barely begun. C.0. 247/37 24th May,
e
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1
thing that keeps me in the Colony...' In October he was still unpaid and
2

begging for some money as he had ‘already suffered so great a loss',

HMeanwhile the Inspector of Buildings was having considerable
difficulty arriving at a Just setilanent 'as 1 cammot possibly admit 1t
myself that the Building can be considered {inished in that substantial
marmer of Construction it ocught to have been according to my conceptions
of the general tennor of the contract entered into by iir. Durham tho' in
great measure it exceeds his own proposal and particular of the provision
made by himeee' » 2 The negotiations dragged cm, with Somerset ralling
first at the Contractor and then at his Inspector of Buildings; who was
continually forced to justify his uctioms.z’

The reasons for Somerset's alarm and hesitancy about paying his
accounts may be appreciated when it is realised that the sum spent on the
building since ."181&. was already more than zao:ooo {roughly equivalent to
£200,000 today), and that he had absolutely no suthority for any of this

5
expenditure,

At the eleventh hour, before his actions should become knowm in
London, Jomerset wrote to the Parlismentray Commission of Inquiry :

'A conversation I had with Mr. Coulburn when I was in !ngland having
impressed me with the conviction that Farl Batlmrst's sanction to

the rebuilding’of Newlands had heen sent here during wmy absence from
the Government I have inadvertently been led to authorize from
time to time tﬁe expenditure incurred therein..., I was not aware of
the error I had committed until a few days since.,.. 1 discovered that
no specific suthority had been received and that conseguently I had
involved myself in a very heavy responsibility... Under the circume
stances it is an object of greot importance to me that testimony other
than my own should satisfy 1 Bathurst thet neither ornament nor
embellishment have been introduced in the bui at Hewlands and
that the nature and extent of them (if even considered adeguate) do
not exceced the measupe of proper accomodation for the Government
of this Colony seee?
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1, G.H. 26/13 Enclosure to Dispatches of 31st July. after a tour of inspection of the house the Comanissioners generously

2. '"From the commissariat chest sums amounting altogether replied :
to £37,262 were drawn on loan, and when this source of
supply was exhausted, on the 3oth June 1825 the gover-
nor borrowed from the agent of the East India Company
£18,750 at four per cent yearly interest...’

'eeotiic Lxterlor is constructed accoriing o the Lustom of the Country
of Stone and brick covered with rlaioter and with a less degree of de-

eal 'His f South Africa! I 5. coration in cornices an' i inishing than e have asually cbserved in the
= HISY o e A sa y 206 Country ‘cus:os of the Inhabitants, ihe Additlon of the Verwxlah we
3. In the eriginal docusent the signaturs ol Lhe authority conceive tw le calculated to protect the Hullding externzally froa tihe

cffects of the eather - the Lwo wrincipal apartments on each side of
the intrance hall do not exceed 'he Ordinary dimensions of these gener
ally found in the Hesidences of Country entlensn in ingland, and the
execation of then as well as of the other Apartuents of the lguse is in
- a2 style ik 1s perfectly plalsn asd wsbelliahed,

gaking the report is missing.

"The accomucdation that the Uffices afford is e think prether iui-
ted for a large ‘stablishment, and the Stzbles «ith the accommodation
annexed to them, althoug! extensive are net disgroportional to the scale
of the principai Uuilding, adverting to the necessity of providing for
Lthe horses aml carriages oi visitors,

'"is 2 Country desidence for the Governor of the Colony, where he is
accustons] to recelive otrangers of rank in the Jumcer and subtaan on thelr
passsge W distant stations, mnd frequently to entertaln the Clvil and
dilitary Jfficers of the lstablishment. e think that ithe House at Hew~
lands barely contazinsg the accommodation required for those purposes.’

But even tihis did not satlsfly the Carl of bathurat, who had aeanwiile

diseovered that the {inancial offairs of the Colony were in a most serious

Fst;'at.e.z e luswruacted the Comuissioners of ingquliry to iavestigate the wiole
_ l:__ _— . building programse at "iewlands', and on Uctober 8th, 1825, he ordered the
suspension of all public works in the Colony,.

. : n P
In one of the subsequent reports furcished by the vomclasioners it was

cbserved :

24, '"Newlands', a reconatruction from measureuents -
of the surviving building. (R.B8. Lewcock; =
model B, Kearney.).

e norlect of the inospector to teep his accounts in the fom
reguired, renders it inmpossivle to aseertaln with preclizicn the
exaet expense of each distinet Jervice - all tiwrerore thatoan
now be asecertained - sl which has pen aseertained is « toat

the workmen were employed in the puablic Zlervice for the periocd
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C.U. 113/J.ft»er' 19v

In self-vindication, JSomerset wrute that he 'was a good
builder?! and ' way be useful as an overseer of work; bat
¢annot be regarded as a responsible officer to super-
intend all buildings and be responsible for the whole
management.'’

Hattersley 'Uliver the Spy 4 Others'.
C.0. 272/72, 7h, BE & 95.
C.Ue 272/157 14th August 1826,

*The Parapet -all...has toc heavy a cornice for the
material it is built of , and cracks continually by its
own welght,. It is hardly susceptible of permanent
repair, It ought to be taken down, for should there be
any sudden heavy fall of rzin...the Parapet would in all
probability fall, and the consequence be ruincus,’

Calas 272/153, 1lith Sept, 18206, '...also, from the great
weight of the timbers and plaster, the said verandah is
separating irom the walls',

Cole 3217100 30th July, 1827,

Ibid.

L; sl a 321/11—1 e ‘uC .

Although considerable shortening of the back wings has
taken place, amd many oi the outbuildings haive gone.

35956« The *cottage ornde'. iwo plates from Papworth's
'Rural Hesidences', l.ondon, 1818.
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specified, and that the materials were furnished and expended in the
Governuent service.

'The Covernment Inspector of Buildings having no office or Jorkshoep in
Cape Town, his Lstablishument of Artificlers, Yorlaumen, Teans etc. ete.,
was placed at THewlands” to perform these several yorks, as the most
convenient as well as the most economical plan...'!

Probably as a result of this report, and perhaps to make of him something
of a scapegpat, Somerset discharged 'illiam Jonea from the post of Inspector
of Government Buildings on July 3lst (but guickly created a new post for him,
that of 'Government Uverseer of 4orks';.2

Though Somerset left the scene in March 1320 (when he returned to Sngland
to answer his detractors there), 'lewlands', so inadequately designed and poorl;
constructed, continued to be the centre of building operations. In May ex-
tensive repairs were carried out on the veranda and main roof, which had to be

repeated in July.3 By August the condition of the bLuilding was causing grave

4

concert, In September it was suggested that the characteristic parapet of
thie building be removed and the shingle roof extended to protect the walls (of
poor quality brick and mortar) from the weather.5 for some reason this work
was never completed, with disastrous results, for the next winter the parapets
of the right wing collapsed, and the front exhibited a 'astate of total decay

both of the walls and the Timber.'

The Inspector of Bulldings also reported that 'From the numerous cracks in
the other parts there is no doubt that the rest will scon follow...it will be
immediately necessary to dismantle the front rooms,.,.namely the bDrawing hooum,
fiall and Dining loom,.'! In the months that followed this adviee was carried

8
out, aml the house asswsed the form it has retained to the present day.9 S0
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e

'Hewlands' was sold by auvetion in iarch 1822, for
£3,205, about 1/1uth of tha amount Scmerset had spent
on the main building alone!l

The site of the 'Government Cottage' in the Cardens
has never been establliszhed, nor its exact funetion,

e learn from Theal's 'Hecords' (ALIV, 199) that the
cottage was criginally prepared for Major Fitzroy
(Comersett's Aide~de-~-Camp) but was subsegquently re-
guired "to supplement the accommodation at Covern-
ment House', 1t was probably converted from an old
building, hal one of the garllest shingle rocfs in
Cape Town (C.U. 175722 & 23, June and July, 1822) and
was extensively renovated in 1322 & 23, if not com-
pletely rebuilt (C.C. 175 many references, C.0.199/15,
l7th June, 18:3). ‘ork continued on the building in-
termittently thiroughcout Jomerset's period of governor-
ship, ani George Clilbert was the Contracter for at
least part of the time., (C.0. 235/92, Zlst June 1825,
Colle 247/94. 17 Nov. 1825).

*Jatlands' Somerset West, probably dates [rom 1822,
when the twowm plan was prepared with it as a focus,
and the Ltown received its nane, But the governor had
been for hunting tripa in the area long before this
tlwe.,

*Groote Post' had been a Governument posscssion since
the Company's iLime, and a lovernmpent Farm since the
fdminisoeacion of the Batavisn Hepublie, in Comerset's
time, Thompson wrote of the place: 'There is a pretty
comfcrtable house on this farw, which the Covernor
usually occupies as 3 huntingrlodgﬁ in the sporting
seasen®. ('Travels...® London, 1827, 11, 107-3). The
building referred tc is a traditional 15th century Cape
farmbouse, «ith the main gable dated 1306. It was ex-
tended and refurnished for Jomerset. The whole pro-
perty was divided and leased after Somerset's resigna-
tion, in Uctober 1827.
3306~7).

(Thealt's *'History of South Africa', I, 259 - 60;.

(Theal 'History of South Africa’
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disappeared the handsome bow-{ronted rovms, with their polished mahogany screens
and marble firepluces, and with it vanished, after only seven years in existence
that elegant Hegency veranda, a strange precursor of what was eventually to prove

one of Sputh Afriea'’s most characteristic architectural features.

"Newlands ' was but one of a number of extravagant building projects con-
ceived by Lord Charles Jomerset. Cther buildings which were extensively re-
novated for his personal use, und in some cases entirely rebuilt, included the
‘Marine Villa' and the 'Hound House' at Camp's Bay;

2
the CGoverument Lottage in the Gardens;

Covernment liouse, Cape Town;
"Uatlands', Somerset .;.e&t.B; and the shoot -
ing box at Groote ':*ost.‘!* “ore than once the Governor seized on the excuse of
damage done during the 1822 'tempest' to Justify tearing down old buildings and
erecting now ones on an enlarged scale, And whenever adeyuate records survive
of the work executed on these buildings for Somerset the wveranda plays a promine

ent role, so th:t we are lefit with the lampressiocon that adding them to bulldings

was o favourite hobuy of his (as it was, indeed, of the Frince legent's. fllen
who are fond of building are their own undoers and rneed no other foes'. Urassus

quoted by FPlutarchs.

Une of the most characteristic innovailons of the iLegency was the so-ecalled

"Cottage Ornée'. Villas there had been in the Fallzdian Iingland of the elgh-

teenth century, but the ornamental cottage with its plcturesque rural alr was

something rather different. Arising as an offshout of the Landscape Garden
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1. Francis Goodwin: 'Domestic Architecture...' ornamental cottages gained new popularity with the Homantic adwiration for the

Londen, 1333. tsimplicity' of country life. Following the precedent of sarle intoinette,

2. Papworth. 'Crnamental Gardening' london, 1823, wiile bullt her own plaything village of sucis structures at Versailles, they be-
came a regular fashion in Hegency ingland. A rich patron with a 'penchant®
for the 'ricturesque' might spend a small fortune on cne of these miniature
residences, which was seldom uwsed except as a week-end retreat or as a curios-
ity. An integral part of the '"Cottase Urnee' was its setting; books and
magazines of the time were full of descriptions such as this of J.B. Papworth
{ "Rural Hesidences' published in london in 1318) of the house showan in Flate
35: '...embowering it with shrubs, creepers and {lowering plants,..readers
it highly interesting, provided the design is favourable, and the situation
appropriate to its object...thatched with reeds, as the wost rural and pic-
turesque covering: the brown tints of its surface oppose the various greens

of the foliage by whieh it is accompanied, and pive a neutness of effect that

is wvery preposseszing, which may be lmproved by tie colowr given o the walls,

37« A saburban 'villa', from should they be built of materials vhich do not harmonize with thew...®
Papworth's 'Rural Residences',

London, 18148,

38+ fegency lrawing Room, Bromley, In such buildings the veranda played an important role, especially in
“enty contemporary watercolour.

linking the living rooms ol the house to the garden. 'The verandah may be said
to take tlhie room itself abroad, for vhen rendered,..attractive...it would fre-
guent.ly seduce the work-table or the reading table into its own neutral ground

between the house and the open-air,’ -

To pruvide easy access between the garden and the house the low-cilled
Regency windows here became french windows: 'The chie! apartments' says Pap-
2
worth 'are now...placed on the level of the ground, and have free access to

the lawn or terrace by casements th.t descend to the very {loor, This has
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It is at this time of the yeoar that we wish that our
ancestors..-had built & veranda,..One veranda, dear

to memory , encireles the whole curving front oi a tiny
house con & hillside snd has always a dry spot. There
never was such a place for looking lazily at the rain
see’ Leader in 'The Tiwes' Uectober, 1954,

«J« Burcineii. 'Travels in the Interior of Southern
Africa'. (First volume, London, 1322;,

*In the bay there is only une house, but it was in a
very neglected apd dilapidated state; yet, surrounded
by lofty mountains, its situation deserves a better
ediliece, and amight well be the site of an elegant
villa, A slave, who had charge ol it, permitted us to

spread our dinuer in cne of the rooms...' (Intry of Deec.

<7th 1310;.

The building had been rather carsorily prepared for
occupaticn by the covernor in 1817. (C.0. 97/18, 20tu
Lie;:-b. ljl?} -

Despateh 13th July, 1825, G.H. 28/11.

Co0e 221/4L6 7t CGecte 1324 cte., The contractor was
'3{_}33.1'1 - Dm.}la“_. L.U. 21'671-'1:35.

C.0. 199/14 & 22, 17th June & 18th Aug, 1323,
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been attended by the introduction of colonnades and wverandans that throw
agreeable shade on the apartments and which becoane new ones for reading and

1
study.

The French Vindow thus enabled the landscape to become a garden for
living-in, instead of a scene framed by the drawing room windows. The lawn
becomes a more important feature than before, extending right up to the wver-
andah ~ and if there is none, to the rfrench windows themselves - and replacing
the gravel driv;es and paths which .i'or'merly encircled thie house; '...in fact,
the lawn has become a favourite auxiliary to every room in the house,' (FPap-

worth 'Ornamental Gardening' london, 1323).

A fine example of such an ornamental cottage, complete in every detail
is provided by lord Charles Somerset's 'Marine Villa' at Camps Bay, rebuilt

in new form in 1823.

Imnediately aflter the storms of 1822 a plan was prepared by William Jones
for wholesale alterations to 'the Government Buildings at Camps Bay';f ACCOT =
ding to Somerset, they were "unavoidable Repairs', in whiech delay would have
led to extensive d:i.l:a.;;;i.de.t:,icm..'3 tle did not define exactly what he meant by
'repairs' and clearly he used the word in a very broad sense. During 1823
and 1824 additions and alterations were carried out on the unpretentious farm-
house, which converted it to an 'elegant villa® of the type burchell had en-
visaged for the site. Besides reflooring and receiling the entire house with
stinkwood ,1" installing five fireplaced with surrounds of Hobben Island stone .5



1,

e
3.
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C.0. 275/86 repairs to W.Cl!s 24t: June, 1826; con-
firmed by reference to the plan.

CoTe 195/14 & 22 17th June & 18th Aug. 1823,

c.f. earlisst water colour of Marine Villa, by Susan
Cornelia liiddingh drawn 1826 or earlier. (Bliott 2088-
used as the scures for FPlate 41, the woodcut in Thomp-
son's YTravels', Londun 1827).

Papworth 'Qural Residences' London, 1813, 57.
George Thompson thought it 50 elegant th .t he pub-

lished a viewv of it: '"Travels & Adventures in Southern
Afries.' 2 vols. londun, 1827.

39, 'Marine Villa', Camps ¥ay. (Elliott).
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and one of warble, Somerset had two buthroumsladded to the plan, and i'rench
windows knocked through the walls of the main rooms which faced on to the sea.
The entire building was rethatched, and dormer windows placed over the back of
the house to provide servants' accommodation on the upper level. Zxtensive
slate paving was laid around the villa,zwith kerved paths leading into an or-
namental garden planted with firs and silvertrees between the bulldings and

the sea (Plate kl}.s

The main wing was surrounded on three sides by a veranda (rlate 43) onto
which French casements opened, with Venetian louvred shutters to protect the
room {rom the afternocon sun,. The veranda was incorporated under a single
thatched roof giving the house a simple appearance '...designed to harmonise
with garden scenery, and to afford a degree of embellistment by its verandahs
and the variety of shadow which they project... The cottage roof is well fitteg
to assist in this endeavour, as its over-hanging eaves produce a plcturesque
effect, and gdve a considersble shelter to the house, v the pleasing variety
of shadow resulting from this design, its pretension to notice wuld prineci-
pally depend, for the parts themselves are perfectly simple and unalfected...!
Qbserve how well this description by Papworth of one of his own houses, suitgs

the South African example.

rrophetic as the basic design of this 'veranda house' may seea to us to-
day, an even mor: remarkable feature is the patterning of the faseia. The
veranda at "Newlands' was simply an extremely light classiecal colonnade. But
in the "darine Viila' the designers have hit upon the idea ol obtaining a per-
manent festive 'seaslde' effect by a bold shaping of the bargeboard. To find

the origin of this idea we need lock no further than the Prince llegent's "Royal
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40. Early Photograph (S.A.P.L.)

41. Print from Thompson's
'iravels', London,1827.

42, Detail, showing the original
Venetian shutters, shaped barge=
board and dormers.

43%. Plan and Elevation. A copy of
the original drawings made in
1827 (C.H., 26/17,50445).
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The *Marine Villa' was sold by aucticn for the bene-
£it of the Colonial Treasury in July 1823, (v. corres-
pondence G.H. 26/17 No. 45, etec.) it was demolished
c. 1955.

J, Barrow, 'iravels,..’' London, 1804, II, 227,

.. Laidler. ‘'Growth & Government of Cape Town'.
Cai.e Tg 0 3 193"‘) » 401.

44, The 'Hound House' at Camps Bay. (Elldott),
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Pavilion' at Erighton, though the pattern of cur example is clearly that of the
drapes of a canvas awning, rather than of an Uriental tent. in both design
and method of execution the South African veranda is largely original, and the
first representative of a qtyle of fretwork ormamentation wvhich was still in

1
vogue only forty years ago.

The *Hound House' on the slopes of Lions llead above the 'Harine Villa'
was acquired by Lord Charles Somerset for use as a hunting box, probably in
1817. hen Johu Barrow wrote of the Cape in 1303, he mentiOﬁgd that besides
the government cottage there were only a 'few small batteries’ and 1t was
clearly on the [oundations of one of these simple circular outposts (dating
from the Company's time) that a burzher named horak first erected a lodge.
According to Laidler;B Lord Charles Somerset enlarged this building to its pre.
sent size. ihese enlargenents appear to have conslsted mainly in the addi-
tion of an elevated curving veranda around the side of the circular redoubt
facing out cnto the sea (rlate 44). And, although it has been several tlmes
damaged by fire, the 'Hound lHouse' probably stands today substantially as Somer-
set knew it, complete with elaborate double folding french vindows to close in

the deep, shaded verandah from the extremes of the weather.

'...a2 verandah adapted to a balcony (is)...an useful and ornamental ap-
pendage to a london dwelling. lo decorations have so successfully veried
the dull samenecss of modern structures in the metropclis, as the yerandan,
the lensthened window, and the balcony; they have produced an intrinsic
elegance. ...ihe verandah would long agoe have taxen a substantial and
architectural character, but that an Aet of rarliasment is more than im-
pliedly fatal to the erection of them In streets and sguares; bul tne
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1, Prapworth 'Rural Hesidences' (london, 1318), 103. magistrates, and indeed the surveyors ol the districts, with much good
sense, have hitherto permitted them to be projected in the light manuer
Ze CaCe 97/L. 16th Feb, 1313, in whiech this design bespeaks them to be executed. They are sometimes
made of metal in this character, and it would be incongruous tw give the
3. Cu0. 917145, 8th July, 1313, a more selid appearance, where a seemingly adeguate support could not be
eraected beneath. It is not improbable that at some {future day the ver-
ke Cory 'The Hise of South Africal', II, 120. andal: and piazza will form a considerable architectural beauty in this

metropoelis , and that they will be constrnucted in a way suitable to the
nature of our climate.' (v. Plate 53j.

- —R———_T A T T e -

L LER In thus giving us the tenor of architectural opinion in 1813, Papworth

8 N does much to explain the popularity of the town house werandah, and also the
4 M
Bk Kalrrman vt ot Aillinigars background for the peculiar character it usually assumed, Let us consider

one of the earliest examples in South Africa:

Somerset seems Lo have lavished at least as much attent.on on the re-

MILLE K

% )
-i’ - ?’ a Rie —_lp
o P ,AI'-/ r N

. 4? fuarbishing of Covernument House as he did on any of his other buildings. The

varrants for expenditure during the period of his rule (and we must assume

these to be but a secanty record) reveal an almost unbroken succession of re-

a decorating projects at Govermment house.

e P P o Mo 51 ....,‘_-..,... A The garden ront of the building may be seen in Plate O on Page 16 ,

SEprs COUEIOr MMALLE s i DLOUCESSR CCDFER RIDTRE, BI0 CATTLY ‘

: It was a wvariation on the 'stoeikamer' type, with an early classical colonnade

45. A con;;mpomry print showing the liegency built along the stoep. uUne of Somerset's first schemes was the complete re-
varandde

construction of the roof of this colonnade in teak and yellowwood , and the 2
reroofing of the whole building with a flat brick and plaster roof on boarding.
The Urawing loom ceiling, (01'3 canvas) was repaired, and four months later the

whole building was repainted.

Cory records that during Sir llufane bonkin's administration of the af-
fairs of the colony the quart.eriy expenditure for the maintenance of Govern-

ment louse was cut to one fifth, shich gives some idea of the extravagance
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1. C.0. 175/41 Aug. 1822. of Somerset's bullding projects,
L Ueiis :‘-).D/ :n.a-:/l.l..l'; 9{':1 vet. l::a. B.:.E.::t(:'. of Fa

Chiarle onersat to Barl

iathurst (oy «hich tiae

ile had not been back in the Coleny very long, however, before he was cal-

most ol the work was hnearing complietion). 'The

aool Limbers are now becocme 50 decayed as to ling for advice as to the best material for yet mnother complete re-roofing
render parts of dangeircus ¢ lahabit, Indesd 1
only 2 short time since I had a most providential of the building. (Both slates and painted shingles were suggested by Jones,
Sscape: @ portion of the Hoof having fallen in,
in my own Sitting Room (the Jorth dest wi g] soon
after 1 had guitted it upen the very chalr 1 had
occupied for several hours, The two wings are now
supported vy props in the Ruoms',

2
the latter eventually being chosen,) it the sawue time he began a grandiose

plan lor the demclition of the low wings (the 'stoep-kamers') and the erection

: _ of an impressive ballrowum on the site of one, and a new double-storey bedroom
3, It was later shortened by 15 feet in lenpth and the
ow oroajection pemovad Towing e improper founda-
tions?! (Gete 28/20. pe 634 - . 30th Hov. 13542).
It was subsegqueatly aitered yet again, in the late
nineteentil century.

suite in the position of the other. bven Wilberforce Bird, who in 1822 pub-

lished an account of 'The State of the Cape of Good liope in 182:' thought the

" . — (ae o ion: ' o o 1 ot - :
L. It had to be reneie H8 1842 (0.M 2&/2&. be 634 = 5). houze in neced of scme such elteration This abode might be thought handsome
"The plaster is cracklng owing to the want of in-
sufficient hair, and oo gr2at proximity ol the laths

rravonting sufficient keyling and the weakness and
construction of the celling joists.?

for a high and mighty mercantile body, but is not un a scule becoming the re-
presentation of the British King, on the outwork of his ecastern emplre. it

is also considerably out of repair.' (r.l57;).

5. U(.0. 221/653. Oth Dec. 1824,
The ballroom (Flates 49, 5U) was seventy seven feet long and thirty four
feet wida.B (compared with 33" x 13' for the old dining room which it re-
placed, ) At the entrance end, mahogany folding doors opened inte it from the
lobby, while at the far end of the ballroom a semicircular apse (made by pro-
jecting a bow end from the building) housed a stage, with a gallery over it.
The whole interior was most livishly decorated with a wodelled plaster cel=-
liuglt lead chandelier roses ani cornice, and two marble 'statuary chyuney

~

pleces' in one of the loug walls.’

The other wing was rebuilt, with two storeys and basement , to house the

ire Cellars at basement level, with liis Excellency's Uressing hoom (later

CRRSAEMOE S et A A TOW R, e the Var e,

his office) and his Seeretary's of fice on the entrance level, and a bedroom

" Lol Wi o e

46, Government House, Cape Town, by de Meillon.
Printed 1lat January,1832,
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C.ls 247/17 2nd #March 1825.

Ibid.

G.H; 28/20 pe 634 - Y.

C.Us 221751, 2nd Oct. 182%.

Report on the estimated cost of the structiure

was already begun and the materials cordered).

4T7. The Regency verandas to the new side wings of
Government House, added in 1825,

(it
Cale
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and dressing room on the top level. flew fireplaces were put into the main
rooms, and in these the entire surround and lhearth were worked in iobben Is-
land sla;e.l i crowning feature of the redecoraticn was the ornamentation of
the doorways leading from the ecentral colonnade to the new wings. These =ere
elegantly designed with sculptured Adam radiating patterns in the blank panels

over the doors (rlate 47).

Along the full length of both of these new wings Jomerset added raised
voerandas in the verf latest tnglish fas'nion.2 They were given dellcate cast
irer rallings, slate paving, slender teak uprightSBand scalloped bargeboards,
and were covered with curving tentlike zinc roofs. These verandas were among
the most elegant of which we huve knowledge ever built at the Cape in the he-

gency style (Flate 47).

In keeping with the taste of Lhe time, all the rooms gpening onte these
new verandas communicated «ith them by Frenc: casements, sach protected from
the afterncon sun (for it was the west face of the building) by 'Venetian

Shutter vlimis'.,

The new werandas only served to point out the incongruity of the original
colonnade bLetween the wings, (which was probably very nearly eighty years old
by then)} with its heavy Tuscan columns and plaster balustrade, Jsomerset's
final gesture in Cape architecture was to order the reconstruction of the
whole colonnade with elegant ionic columns and a light entablature
of teak reinfurced by 'Brissuser Girders' of demel fimbet.5 Above there was

desizned a light veranda using the teak lattice-work then popular in Srighton
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3.

The celling was plaster on lath, and the roofl
plaster on boarding, C.U. 247/37 24th day 1825.
The plaster roof was scon afterwards roeplaced by
painted (or tarred) canvas on boarding (CG.i. 28/20)
which heaceforth becomes the standard veranda
roofing caterial for low pitches. (C.0, 374/124
23rd July 1830 cte.)

Among othxr Government buildings of this tisme which
were given verandas, althougn not always on their
front facades, were:

The irostdy at Bathmrst (L8320 - 24).

The Urostdy at Grahasstosn (1822 « 5).

The Colonial Uffice, Cape Town (€. 1820 - 227)
(C.O. 374/124, 24th July, 1830 - repairs to).

e Gaol, Grahamstown (1825 - §).

The Government Bottages, Simonstown (1825).

The .harf Of.ices (1831)

Cape Archives, Map 18, uynberg #ap Collection,
entitled "Plan «f a Cottage al Wynberg occupled

by Major Fitzroy' and enscribed ',..additions made
by Major Fitzroy'. Sitzroy was promoted Lo Major
in June 1825 and to Lieut.-Cecl. in UeclLober, 1825
(Theal, "Records', XiXIV, 71).

48, The garden front of Government
Houge, after Lord Charles
Somerset's alterations of
1824-6, (B1liott),
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1
and Cheltenham.

This type of wveranda probably owed its character to the in-~
fluence of trellised arcades in the contemporary landacape garden, the 'tril-
lis' as Pocock calied it 'to support the shooting teundrils of the vine and
gay luxuriance of the passion flower'. (W.F.Pocock: 'Architectural Designs
for Rustic Cottages, Picturesque Dwellings, Villas, etc,' london, 1807). It
represents a definite attempt to link the house to the garden, an attempt
winich is reinforced by the tentlike forms of the roof, Such a veranda was,
as Loudon said 'ecalculated for being decorated with ivy and creepers’.
(loudon 'Country Kesidences' London, 1805). Upening ontc the Government House

veranda, and the one bDelow, more [rench casements and louvred shutters were

installed (Flates 48 & 51;,

The whole project must have cost the Govermment a2 considerable sun, bBut
whatever the Home Governmment's reacilons, successive Covernors could at least
be grateful to Somerset, who, having found the buiiding a decaylng structare
in an outmoded idiom, left it a stylish gentleman's mansion, well worthy, as

he himself would have said, to be 'the residence of a povernor’,

The Covernment projects carried out by Jomerset undoubtedly gave enor-
mous lapetus to the wide-spread adoption of Hegeney fashions at the que.z
Major ritzroy, the wilitary Secretary to the Governor, added an elegant cur-
ving veranda to his cottzge in ynberg in (or vefore) 1325 (Plate 54). Sevy-

eral of the oldest stoegp-kamer houses in Tzable Valley were redecorated at

about the same time and the cpportunity was then taken to add te them new por-

tico and light latiiced upver verandas with curving zinc reoofs. (e.g. Flate &9)



T
1 -

51. Upper verands of Government House,
49,50. Government House Ballroom. Added ©¢.1824. The 5% tangeseidly Tattions Vpves, vare
original appearance of plate 49 was somewhat S Waitnde, 21815, 5.
different, a large semicirculer apse for the

53, Plate {rom Papworths 'Rural hesie
llelena,
orchestra existing behind the gallery.

dences', London, 1818.
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1. C.0. 245/23. Indeed, contemporary records, like the sketeh books of Jir John D'Oyley,
(1832}, show thut the veranda was fully established as characteristie of Cape
Toun's architecture by the late twenties amd early thirties (Flate 55)j. Such
verandas as those of Church Square shownin a photograph of c¢. 1350 (Flate 57)

appear o date froam this pericd.

Verandas were also being increasingly used in exposed situations: 'Re-
port on the houses built for the Covernment at Simonstown, darch Oth, 1825:
« s« Another Lmprovement sceusts necessary to secure the front from the effects

'u/ G | : of the ralns,... ith this in view I would recomuend the removal of two of the
< gt l').r,o.)' wle ¥ reg) C

i :
B e

Zoonin. D Zaorrn:  ?6mw1“_I : __ffi ; three projeeting windows from the front thateh (and) extending this thateh

j]--_. ) e, L a few feet forwvard in form of a veranda'.

B L I o Dormer windows were continually ecausing trouble because they ~ere so dif-

:;Q?/ ficult to waterproofl in thatech. (cf. Chapter 7 rage 147). In areas where
&3 P . -
< T A e B e Tty gl ‘-i thatch persisted as 2 roofing material in preference to shingles (e.g. Paarl,

. 912”{, - /4:/"('&(' P Hhres o’ o

el

L -

2 b

Stellenbosch, .orecester, Swellendam, Ceorge etc.) tiree alternative methods
54. Plan of Major Fitzroy's house, of allowing light (o reach the centre of the loft above the wveranda roofs

Vynberg, c.l82 '
Fa— Ie were adopted, all of which were practical and waterproof.

(a) The conservative method, which was frequently adopted, was by the
erecticn of a gable over the centre of the facade following the eighteenth
century pattern but with modilied tev-~Llassicizt or Lothlc embellishment

{Plate 59 on page 232}.
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55. Veranda in Cape Town. Drawing by
Sir Charles D'Oyley dated 1lth
May, 1832. (Cape Archivea).

56. Houee in New Providence, Nassau,
Bahamas, third quarter of 18th c.

57+ 'Oranjezicht', Cape Town. A light
latticework upper veranda of the
Government House type, (Elliott).

58. 'The Deanery' Orange Street,
Cape Town.
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Exactly the same devclopment took place in the
unerdican colonics after Che introduction of the
veranda there in the mid-eighteenth century,
(il.De Eberlein "The irchitecture of Colonial
fimerica', Boston, 1925, 30).

64, 'Oatlande', Grahametown. Interior
of the (mid-Victorian) versnda.

ThE VERANDA AND THE 'VE ANDA HOW E? 233

(b) A more fashiocnable wethod, after the advent of the veranda with its

long borizontal lines (which tended to spoll the effect of central gables) was
tioe introduction of a row of attic windows above the veranda roof, fhis wuas
widespread in its applications after the veranda was accepted in the country

1 - :
dlstricts, (ec. 1825). (Plates 61, 62 & 63).

(ei In the Swellendam and George districts, a third treatuent wss ese
pecially characteristic, In this type the cenutre part of ihe thatch wes
raised in a low sweeping convex line to allow the insertivn of a single long
fanligit, usually of the segmental radiating kind, over the veranda roof.
{Plate 60).

in the centre of Cape Town more and more stoeps were being covered in.
The simplest way in which this could bLe done was by the erection of a light
iron framework for stretched canvas which created the characteristic tent-
like shape often copied in roofs of more permanent materials. (Flate 63).
dany of the early verandas (such as that of the ‘iasonic Hotel' in Darling
vireet) were so extremely light in thelr constructicn and so clegant in thel:
sim)licity that they look quite modern to eyes atituned to contemporary archi.
tecture (Plate 65j). Uthiers of Ube same period, witih the elaboerate Chingse
patterning then fashivnable ('the Uld Ueanery! Flate 53, is a fine example)
belong unmistakably to the early nineteenth century, Ihe [lowered veranda,
the trelliissd balusirade, colonnadss with Liligres tracery hanging between

them - covered +ith ivy and climbing ercepers it will bte observed, even in



65,

66,

67.

69.

70.

OPPOSITE:s

Masonic Hotel, Darling Street,Cape
Town., (a delicate tent-like sinc
veranda roof on light pipe supports),

House in Windsor,New South Wales,
Australia. ¢.1810=20,

Verandas in Church Square,Cape Town.
Photo taken 1850-60. Note the climbe
ing creepers and small enclosed gar=-
dens ocut out from the ares of Church
Square, (Elliott).

St. George's Hotel, St. George's S5t.,
Cape Town. (retouched to suggest

original canvas covering to the ver-
anda fmaﬂork). (SoAuPnL.).

Villa in Wynberg. Note the trimmed
hanging canvas pattern reproduced in
the wooden bargeboard,

House in Fort Elizabeth, converted
into the Post Office by the time this
photo was taken in the oixties,
(Africans Museunm).

WLy (1@
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True fretwork begins to be found only after the
machine for cutting it was invented in America in
the ‘late 1340%s, 1e wos mass produced according
to standard patterns which could be chosen from
published pattern tooks. The most elaborate
were afterwards imported into Jouth Africa from
America and Scandinavia.

71,72. tYorthdene', Y¥atal, 1890,

THE VERANDA AND TUE *UERAND HOUS &1 . 235

(Pie..rt 55)
Adderley Street ™~ these are the ingredients of the new style, which Lrought
a reconciliation between 'Art' and 'lature' and carried the 'rench window

(arxi its associatlions with open air life) inteo the heart of the city.

In 1798 James Jalton's '"Essay on the British Cottage' has much to say
about 'the rude orders of liindustan' influencing british taste. Indian in-
fluence is visible at the Cape in sowe of the arciied shapes (like those of
the flattened ogee arch of the 'Wld Deanery') and in the patterning of barge-
boards. Yoorisn, Turklsh and Gothic forus alsg crop up frequently in ver-
anda design. Later woodwork patterns are based on the traditional tiaber
architecture of Scandinavia, Bavaria and Switzerland, and are the result of
the ex‘aensilsre travel on the continent then fashionable for the well-bred

Engliﬁman »

In out-lying areas (such as 'ynberg, the country districts and eastern
Cape towns) verandas had at first a charming restraint in ornament (FPlates
87 & 0. As the Victorian era approached, even these regions could not
escape the growing taste for ostentatious and unnecessary decoration for
which the veranda provided the ideal wehicle., But at 1ts best (Plate 64)
the mid-nineteenth centwry veranda was a triumph of controlled pattern, fil-
tered light and dappled shadow. Eventually it came to be such an integral
part of the OSouth African scene that today it would be inconceivalble for us
to imagine nineteenth century architecture witlout it. Un the farms it gzave
rise to the typical post-trek f{armhouse-encireled Lox: at least [ronted amd
baecked) by low lean-to roofs; in the towns it blossomed {orth in tier upon

tier of colonnades amnd lace-like tracery.






l. Thatched cottage,

it. Donats,

Glamorgan, Creat Britain,
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THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE EIGHTHEN T 4 L - (1) & [OYSES.,

B I 1220 « 1823,

During the first half of 1820 the Hastern Cape was transformed by the
arrival and settlement, over a widespread areas, of between 4,000 and 5,000

assisted emigrants from the British Isles.

In Eritain the Napoleonic Wars had had the effect of quickening the pace
of the Industrial Revolution. When the Wars came to an end there wis an atten-
dant drop in the demand for manufactured pgoods and this, coupled with the

return of thousands of soldiers to civilian life, led to a serious economic

depression.

The Home Government was therefore h no mood for the expenses of the came



1., Some idea of the history of the arez in which the new ritish THE ARCHITECTURE OF THY WIGHTEZN TWENTY SETTLARS - (1) FARMHOUSES. 2%7
enmigronts were to be settled and of the frecuency of the native

reids may be gained frem the following:- ;

In 1793 an overwhelming Lorde of notives avept ccross the paigns against the natives on the Eastern Frontier of the Cape Colony, in

1imits of white settloment as [ar as the Zwortkops River

neey the site of Fort Elizebeth |, almost completely wiping the years following #Waterloo. British troops had already had to be used

out the formers and thedr famillies., Of the 120 {farms that

had exdsted in the aress, 116 wore subsequently left without several times to suppress the incursions of the Kaffirs across the Great Fish

tenents or completely abandoned.(Cory.'The Rise of South

Afriea.' 5 wols.London 1910-30.1,74). River. Yet as soon as the natives sensed that the strong armed-force had
In 1799 the Yose invaded the area even Durthoer west (as A thdpn - = :

far oo the Gamtoos) and twestynine people were ©illed, Only been withdrawn they once more began raiding the frontier farms, burning

a handful of houses werc left & anding and nesrly =11 the ; a . E

horsts, ERENS wid shcepdwcre stolen. (Theal, 'History of dozens of thatched homesteads to the ground, murdering thelr inhabitants,

<1 a A Fand v ) g e ¥ L ¥ el g ’ -

South Airica ete. 1795-103%'.London,1891.45), and returning to Kafiirland driving thousands of stolen cattle before tham.l
In 1802 marcuding lottentots, pushed in front of the

fosas, leid waste =11 the ioms as [ar west as the Xoaiman's In 1819 there was even a concerted attack on the mllitary headquarters at

River, near the present villsge of George.
Grahamstown which was repulsed only with great difficulty.

In 1804 Commissioner-General de ¥Mist trovelled teo the

en=t Lo roview the situstion and was horrificd Ly the nunber . n ‘
of empty formhouses in various stages of demolition, with their By this time the Iritish Govern t had been Lrought to the belief that
4= T ;) - F O] - ¥ el - £, H = 3 L ] % -

gerdens destroyed-'sed records of the ruinous visitations of widespread colonization of the Eastern Frontier of the Cape by colonists who

toth Kaflirs and Bushmen.' (Cory, I,136).

.In S e SRR L ﬁitenhage _ were known to be loyal would lead not only to the greater security of the

abandoned, the people moving to new locdtions further west. ‘s _ .
e I places were vacoted the natives seem to have ol Colony, & reduction in military expenditure, and the satisfaction of the de-
dered all the moveable material and set fire to thatched mand which then existed for farm labourers and craftsmen, but would also ase

roofs (Ibid,225).

In 1311 the Landdrost of Uitenhage reported that there was
only one farm still cccupied sast of the Urostdy (Theel,156),

sist in the relief of unemployment at home.

Aecordingly, they instituted in 1819 a policy of state-aided emigration
In 1216 further raids began., The Covernor reported (April ¥

1817) that *...,of 145 families which have been established in to the Cape, followed in July by the vote of £50,000 by the House of Commons
Mbany, ninety have beenforced in the last sightesn menths to
abandon their dwellings', and it was probebly {terror was so from which the passages and initial provisions for an experimental settlement

genersl) the remsinder should shortly flv. (Cory,I,303). o
could be defrayed,”

In December 1€18 Ndlambe st the head of an orpganised in-

vasicn force, drove as far as the Jundays River. Seventeen . : 4
white peo-le and four Hottentots were —urdered.{Theal 'History The terms offered to the emigrants were to be conditional upen Shege
QA i 1 i 1
of l.i. since 1795,1,276) London,1908, laying dowvn a deposit of 210 for each family,3 of which one third would be
‘2 12 July, 1819. Motion by the Chancellor of the Fwcheruer poased urn . . " . - . - srriva
by the louse of Commons for a sum not excesding £50,000 to be PETNENSE W Gty landl?g % Lhe Cipe, smsther fhivd 40 Shots Lo

spent on ascisted emigration to the Cape of Good liope (G.l, Theal. : td - o g .
'Records of the Cape Golomy,1793-1831,36vols, X11,250m253 their allotted location, and the remainder three months afterwords. The

~ = _{)2.
259-262) ; passage and provisions of the voyage to the Cape were to be free. Each
3 £10 deposit Ior each family unit of man, wife and two children. adult man was to be allocated, on his arrival, one hundred aecres of land at

Another £2,10.0 was recuired for each additicnalghild under 14
and £5 for each addition2l person between 14 and 12 vyears,



1, Threc vears! resldsnce nis loc tion would entitle the settler
to receive permanent Uitle to his lang, 2t & quitrent not ex-
cacding £2.10.0 per mundrod zeres,

2, The Mgures guoted are the most accurcte =vailable, but rma
well De wrong, for scee of the lists are ircomplete and the
records often conilicting. ({cf. Una Long: ‘*Golcswain's iduary',
I, Van Riebesek Society mulicotions 27, Cape Town, 1946.
Note, Bel)s

2. '"The Cottage Fireside' ¢.1800,
WeRe Bigge ReA.
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a quitrent which was to be remitted for the {irst ten years.l

The publicotion of the imigration scheme was attended in the royular

rress by the most wild ond fanciful exaggerations of the lertility of the
countryside and of the ease with which 2 livelihood wes to be obtailned, znd
warning voices (such 2s that of Cruikshank, in a celebrated series of ecore
toons) were socon drowned in the elamour of publie approval. The imrigration
officers found themselves deluged with arclieztions for free passsges L0
this new Gerden of iden. lome 90,000 enquiries poured into the Colorial
Qffice, a number far in excess of that anticipated, or practical. Only a

relatively small procortion of the appliconts were accepted vnder the scheme,

The Pritish Government favoured the ssttlers tanding themselves together
in large parties each under the leadership of one responsible man, and in order
to encourage this they announced that any hundred families of one religiocus de-
nomination would be sllowed to take with them a Minister; whose expensces and

salary would be the responsibility of the Govermment.

The Settlers caziled in the ;

o,

numbered about 4,500 in all, 24 from Scotland, 334 from Ireland, 632 from the

winter of 1819-20, in twenty-four ships. They

Horth of England and Wales, and the remainder from the Jouth of iEngland and

n 2
the area round London.

The Governor st the Cape, Lord Charles Somerset, was on leave in ingland
when the settlers arrived. It was left to the ‘eting-Governor, Sir Ruifane
Donkin, to carry out his policy, and to welcome the settlers, a task he per-

formed with the grestest enthusiasm.
The description by Thomes Pringle of the scene at the embryonic village of
rort Elizabeth, soon after the disembarkation, cives some idea of the varied

background of the

ettlers. It bears witness also to the straits of the Dritish



3« Moorland House, Lee, North Lancashire.

1. Thomes Pringle, 'Narvative of a

London, 1224 11,

fesidence in

outh Africat

tHE ARCHITECTURE OF THE EIGHTECN TWENTY SETTLULRS - (1) FARMHOUSES. 239

middle class at that time. Many of the leaders of parties were nilitary
officers of quite high rank, whom the cessation of war had left without any
means of livelihood. Others were one-time prosperous farmers and squires who
had been badly hit by the Industriel Revolution; yet had managed to bring

their farm-workers and servants with thom:

'+se I then strolled slong the beach to survey more closely the camp
of the settler:s,which had looked so picturesque from the sea. On my way
I ssed two or three marquees, pluched apart, among the eversreen bushes
uhich were scattered between the sandhills and the heights behind. These
were the encampments of some of the higher class of settlers, and evinced
the taste of the occupants of the pleasant situst ions in which they were
placed, end by the order and ncatness of everything about them. Ladies
and gentlemen, elegantly dressed, were seated in some of them with books
in their hands; others were ramiling among the shrublery asnd over the
little eminences, lovking down upon the bustling beach and bay. One or
two handsome corriages were standing in the open air, exhibiting some
tokens of aristocratic rank or pretension in the proprietors. It was obe
vious that several of these families had been accustomed to enjoy the
luwxurious accomwodations of refined society in inglend., How far they had
acted wisely in embarking their property end the happiness of their Tami-
lies in an enterprise like the present, and in leading their respective
bands of adventurers to colonize the wilds of Southern Afriea, were ques-
ticns yet to be determined. Foreseeing, =s I did in some degree (although
certainly by no means to the full extent), the difficulties end privations
inevitable in such circumstances, I could not view this class of amigrants,
with their elegant arrcngements and appliances, without some melancholy
misgivings as to their future fate; for they appesred utterly unfitted by
former habits, especially the females, for roughing it (to use the exe
precuive phrasseology of the camp) through the first trying period of the
settlement. :

'A little way beyond, I entered the Settlers' Camp. It consisted of
seversl hundred tents, pitched in parallel rows or streets, and occupied
Ly the middling and lower classes of emigrants. Thece consisted of various
descriptions of people: and the air, aspect and array of their persons and
temporary residences were equally various. There were respectable tradese
men and Jolly farmers, with every apresrance of substance and snug tnglish
comiort about them. : 3

'There were watermen, fishermen, and sailors from the Thames and
English seaports, with the reckless and westherbeaten lock usual in persons
of thelr perilous and precariocus professions., There were numercus groups
of palevisaged zrtisans ond operative monufacturers, from London and other
large towns, of whom doubtless = certain proportion were persons of highly
reputable character snd steedy habite, but & far lerger portion were squalid
in their aspect, slovenly in their attire and domestic arrangements, and
discontented and discourteous in their demeanour. Lastly, there were
parties of pauper agricultural labourers, sent out by the zid of their
respective parishes, healthier pirhapa than the class Just mentioned, but
not apparently happier in mind.?
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R.Codlontons Memorials of the Iritish fSettlers'.Grahomstown,l844,

Reminicscences of Mrs. Cawood, daughter of 7iliam Pike,
Hottinzham' party. OCory, 'Douvanir in commenoration of the

centonary of the 1820 Settlers of Albany',Grahamstowm,1920,47.
Heminiscences of olijah Fike, brother of Mrs. Cawood. 1bid.

Colin Campbell:*Sritish South ifirica'. London,l1897,49.

C.Ools;/65u 11th Nov.l-;'-.?(}. Ctvieq. V.Ghupteft' 10 Pape 316

4« Une=roomed Cottage, Cardiganshire.

their even mere lonely locations inland. All their possescions had to be

o
o
9

Within a weck or two of thelr arrival the setilars were dispersing to

trensported by Boer trek wagons,which, together with their owners as drivers,
had becn hired by the Govermment. Sventually, after travelling for as long as

fourteen days, often forced to hew their way through virgin scrub with axes,

they reached their decstinations.

'Well does the writer remember the moment when the kind-hearted Duteh
farmer - the owmer of the wagon which conveyed him and his family to the
spot intended for their future home - bade them, in 2 tone of mingled come
passion and surprise, farewell - leaving them without the smallest shelter
from the weather, with their lugpage strewed upon the long grass, themne
selves friendless, unknowing and wnknown...tl

'es+thile the waggons were being unloaded, prosted by curiosity, I ran
down to look at the small river which was near, and on my return found my
mother sitting on a large box and crying. On asking her what was the mat-
ter, she said she was afraifd, she thought the tigers and wolves would come
that night and eat us up.'”

'We pitched our tents... It seemed very lonely to us when she waggons
went away and left us all alone among the thorms and bushes,..!

In such circumstances the tents lent by the government seemed but the most
meagre protection; and the lmmediate and urgent cancern of settlers was the
provision of some less flimsy form of shelter. Somersetlnd anticipeted the
difficulties the settlers might experience in endeavouring to build in a strarge
environment from his knowledge of the new settlements in North America. /ccore
dingly he left instructions, before his departure for ingland, "that to each
party of settlers some intelligent soldiers or non-comnissioned officers should
be attached for the purvose of instructing them as to hutting, or ?therwise
providing the necessary covering for themselves and their families, and that
some officers should have the general command and direction of persons so
selected.’h But from the settlers' accounts we know that this was seldom, if
ever, cdone. \ooden prefabricated huts were designed for the Settlers in

&
England, and sent out with the immigrant ships,”’ btut few references to suggest
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1., A.Keppel-Jdones. "Philiprs, 1820 Settler.? (Pietsrmaritzburg,lggo)

2. HMenuscript in the possession of Miss Figot Noodie of Melsctter,
T Rhodesia, 28th July, 1820, to 8th December. 1821.

3. Pringlesletter to Sir Walter Scott, 22 Sept.l820 (Msnuseript,
Notionsl Library of Ccotland. :
This type of house, closcly rel=zted to the 'Kapateilhuis', which
rrobalbly dates back to the carly cightecnth century in the west,
was carly used on the eastern frontier, and porsisted in the
eerly Voortrekker dwellings of the northern rerublics (Plate 7).
alton YHomes of the Lorly Jouth {rien Jtock Farwmera' tifricana
Hotes and Hews' VIII,No.2, 5l-54. And Walton 'Homosteads and
Villages of Couth firica',Pretoria,l1952,50,92-5,
The name ardses Irom the hard reeds, Yharde beisies' which were
used in the construction of these buildincs.

L, Extracts f{rom Thomas Pringle 'MNarrative of & Hesidence in South
Africa®, L0 - 43.

5« Chareoal Burmer hut,
South Yorkshire. A mod-
ern survival of a type
of primitive dwelling
commen in medieval
Europa,
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that any were ever actually used by the Settlers on their locations survive.
One i= to be found in the passing remark of Thomss Philipps made in February
1821, "Wany of our neighbours are still in tents or wooden housas,'l and othes
in the diary of Cophia ?igot,z where it is evident that the Pigot family at

first lived in one.

As the lack of tools and adequate preparation in most cases precluded the
immediate erection of permanent structures, most of the settlers contented

themselves Ior trne time being with thatched shelters more or less after the

native fashion, of a type then known on the frontier as *hartebeest huts' or, ¢vric

thardbieshuisies.' (Plate 8)3

In the writings of Thomss Pringle we have an excellent and detailed des-
eription of the building of one of these huts in the first days after the ar-

rival at 2 location:

'Monday, July 3rd.(1820). All hands mustered this morning to begin
erecting our temporary huts...One party appointed to cut willow poles, an-
other to cut recds by the river, a third to carry the materials to the
spot. Feter Hennie and myself leit to guard the camp, for fear of a sur-
prise from native banditti...Our camp alarmed by a lion at midnight.

Lth. Continue our labours vigorously; but the want of cattle and wagons to
convey the materials proves a pgrest hindrance; the wood and reeds require
to be carried two or three miles on men's shoulders. The necessity of
keeping two sentinels all night is an additional hardship....Heavy clouds
begin to collect above the mountains. Great apprehensions that the weather
will break before our huts are ready. Our provisions are also getting
short...

July 10th and 1llth. Working at our huts....i lion seen today by the reed-
cutters; but he walked off quietly without attempting to molest them.

13th....Divided the garden ground and comnenced cultivation.

14the...0ur tents leaky, and {ar from comfor:able. Several of the females
rather seriously unwell.

15th. Pressed on the thatching of the huts.k

'«..The site which I had selected for my residence was about 3 miles distant



6. Thomas Pringle's bee-hive hut,
From the title page of the first
edition of 'African Sketchea',
London, 1835,

Te Tyrical 'hartebeest' hut; from
Bagckhouse's *Narrative of a visit
to the Mauritiue and South Africat.
London,1844.

&+ Rev. william Shaw tells us that the anthill floors of these early
huts Ywere kept in order by being offten smeared over with a mix-
ture of fresh cowedung and water - a mode of securing clean and
gonfortable earthen floors...' "Story of My Mission etc.' (London,
186(—‘) 0 L0 .

Br. Mackrill (of Jomerset Farm) wrote of these floors, '...literal-
1y to wake a House in Africa clean, you have only to beshit it
a{l over with manure (Mergaret Kannemeyer: "Dr.Macrill's NHote-
book !, ' ifricana Hotee and News?, VILI, No.2., 1951).
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from my relatives on either side; Mr.fennie being on the stream above me,
and Captain Cameron below, with recky heights and clunps of shrubbery inter-
vening. 1 selected an open zrassy meadow, with a steep mountain Lehind and
the small river in front, bordered by willow trees and groves oi thorny
acocia. It was a beautilnl and secluded spot; the encireling hills sprin-
kled over with evergreens, and the fertile meadow-ground clothed with rich
psture, ond bounded by romantic ¢liffs covered with aloes and euphorbias,
As the hwt I wvas about to ersct was only intended for a temporary residence,
I adopted, with some variations, the mode practised by themmtives in cone
structing their simple habitations. Drowing a clrele on the zround of about
elghtesn fect in diameter, I planted upright round this circle, about twene
ty tall willow-poles; digging, with an old bayonet, holes in the ground,
Just large encugh to receive their thicker ends. I planted a stouter pole
exactly in the centre, & drawing together the tops of the others, I bound
them firmly to this centre tree with thongs of quagpa's hide., With the same
lizature pliant spars or saplings were bound round the cirecle of poles, at
suitable Intervals, {rom bottom to top; and thus the wicker frame or skelee
ton of a cabin was completed, exactly in the shape of a bee-hive or sugar-
loaf [Plate 6|. It was then thatched with reeds, the ends of the first
layer Leling let about a couple of inches into the earth. SIpaces were left
for a door and a small window; but neither fireplace nor chimmey formed
part of our plan, A convenient door, to open in two halves, w's soon cone
structed out of boards of some packing cases; and a yard of thin cotton cleth
streteched upon 2 wooden frame formed & suitable window.

Y¥ith the ascistance of my Hottentot servents Ithen proceeded tc plas-
ter the interior to a height of about & feet., The plaster was formed of
fresh cow-dung mixed with an egual portion of sand, a composition almost
universally in use in the interior of the Cape Colony, where lime is scarce
and expensive, and where, from the dryness of the elimate, this substitute
serves for every ordinary purpose almost equally well, Waen the plaster
was dry the whole was washed over with a sort of size, composed of pipe-
clay and wood-ashes diluted with milk, forming a handscome and durable grey-
ish stone colour,

'Thus secured externally, the next part was to lay 2 dry and firm floor
Lelow foot; and, in this, as in many other points, I thankiully received
instruction from the liottentots. Fellowing their advice, 1 directed a dozen
or two of larze anthillocks, of whiech there were hundreds within view, to be
broken up and brougit into the hut, selecting those that had been previously
plerced and sacked by the ant-cater ('sardvark') amd which were generally
destitute of inhabitants. This matrial, from having been apporently cemen-
ted Ly the insect architects with some ;iutinous substance, forms, when
pounded and sprinkled with water, a strong adhesive morter, which only re-
gquires to be well-lmeaded with trampling feet for a few days in order to be-
come a er and compact pavement, almost as solid and impenetr:ble as stone
or Lrick.

Yiith the aid of my native ascistants I had thus obtained a commodiocus
African cabin, about eishteen fest in diameter, and nincteen feet high in the
centre. In that serene and mild climete this was sufficient for shelter; but
for comfort sonething more was necessary. bixcept cooking utensils, travell
trunks and some cases of books, I had brought with me nothing in the shape
of furniture; nor was it possible to procure any nearer than Grabam's Town
at the distance of 130 miles; and even then, suchwes the scarcity
or the idleness of the mechanics, thot one might probably be obliged



8. Hut on the Dulwehoks Rivier,Cape.

9, Hut at de Hoop, Ladybrand,0.F.S.
Both illustrations from James
Walton'e '"Vroed Plase en Neder-
settings in die Uranje Vrystaat?',
Cape Town, 1955.

1, Thomas Pringle: Article ' Settlert's

bin in outh

frica’

from

'The Pemny Magezine of the Cociety for the Diffusion of Uscful

¥nowledge'. London, 1833, 282-3,
Afrieat, IV, 355.

e c¢f., Thompson 'Travels and ventures in
2 vols. (Londom, 1827), I,11 etc.
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to wait twelve months for the execution of an order, besides paying an ex-
tragant price for very comuon articles. Luckily I had brought out a small
agsortment of carpenter's tools, and was not altogether unacquainted with
the use of them, for I had been, when a boy, particularly fond of observing
mechanics at work, and of amusing myself by cabinet-making on 2 small scale.
'‘Diligently applying myself to the use of hatchet, saw & augur, and
stimulated by necessity, "the mother of invention”, I contrived, in the
course of a few weeks, to have my litile cabin commodicusly and completely
furnished. Firstly, I partitioned of: the outer apsrtment a small bed-room
so contrived, that, by drawing a curtain or two, it could be lighted and
ventilated at pleasure. In this I constructed 2 bedstead; the frame being
formed of stout poles of wild olive from a neighbouring thicket, with the
smooth shining bark left on them; and the bottom to support the mattress,
consisting of a strong elastic network of thongs of bulloeck's or guagga's
hide interlaced: With similar materials I made a sofa for the outside
apartment, which also served occasionally for a sleeping couch; tozether
with the irame of a table, (the top being of yellow-wood plank,) a few formse
and steols; and lastly an arm chair, which I considered by chef d'ocuvre.
Not one of these, excepting the table, had the touch of a plane upon it.
But they locked nothing the worse for that; and the cabin and its rude
furniture had something of the aspeet of a rustic summer house or srotto.
iy bocks, renged high on a frame of spars over the bedroom, with a counle of
fire-locks slung in front, a lion's and leopard's skin or two stretched a-
long the thaich above, with horns of antelopes and other country spoils in-
terspersed, completed the arpropriate decorastions of my African cabin.

'A few huts, of similar but still ruder construction, were erected be-
hind my own for the sccommodation of my native domestics and herdsmen, and
for a store-room and kitchen. When these and the folds for the flocks and
herds were finished, the establishment was considered, for the time, complete.'

Besides the circular beehive huts of the type described by Pringle,
'Hartebeest Huts' were also commonly built which were rectangular in plan, 'that
is a kind of thatched roof standing on the ground with the ends closed‘.2
Such houses often had doors of rough wickerwork, and only a few small openings

to admit light znd air,
3

Internal partitions were simply made of rush mats sus-

pended from the beams.

At the lowest end of the scale were temporary shelters such as those des-
cribed in after years by the Rev. William Shaw, made by settlers 'digging out
holes, and burrowing in the ground, and placing a slight covering over their

*

excavation, while others again filled up interstices between perpendicular rodes
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¥illiam Shaw "Stery of My ¥

suemore. 'Reminiscences of n Albeny ettler?', (London 1871),11.
The reader moy wonder thf sention is seldom mode of the use of
aative or colourasd lalouw _o" ‘.=L:1 iging In fact the settler
were reohibited r‘t')"j emvloying slaves under on order of she

Colanial Scoretsyy -.-:-.E‘.il-'. Hlattantols were not 1.0 e had!
woording te Theal l' ‘i tory of J.0. ainge 1795%, I, 313); ond
fio notives were at that time settled within the ireatier. "The
chisf complaint c:""' the get L. ere who ressined on tha leestions
cas the went of labourers' (Ibid,330).

Gory, I, 53.

tithe raceas of maxing

tromely oi —'h,-, ixm' B not
tle where earth eof a su
clayey, §::'*m s ond eracks:
bles snd moulders sway:
grit, sdded to some ferrugl

smich 16og ¥

mere .‘._rsicj
tly thick
yhoat I '” “
ol r'r‘.c gns i b ;
nd, witen helf dry, the sides are’ psred smocth.
> layer is peris us..ly ry, ut not sooncr, o L‘ r layer
ladd ong ond thus, irom time to time repeating the oper=ticn,
the well =ay E:e carried “, ¢ L0 -.‘x;-e ’_\r:-i:':ht of a sece -.-'.‘; storcy,
while, st the same time, the 1 : '

nced not be sreatsr than one _
oulsite for a rick wcll of th €=:T€1‘.' ‘m-i;;nt. These operations
gsn only be curried on in tho dry scesen of tho year. Such
materials, 1% :—1-:;-; ¢ romark 'sd, cannot bo usad with advantage in
alimates where the “her nm or sinks much below tho {ressing
podnt; as alter et rain, .';1"0- ,, Snd thaw, would occasion a wall

of ¢t 45 cort to crumble suey in & little ueh bull-

dnzs are white-wmshed, which I have f)_t. i other
purts of the coleny, they look v ory ! at, asily te
be distinsuished from those which are mde OF

stuccoed.

?
W.Burchell; 'Iravels ete.', 2 vols, (London,1822.4) I, (intry of

10, Cottage at Skebost, Isle of Skye.
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and thus obtained very substantlal, but prather ¢ 1d and uncomfartable quarte-
era.'l

Dugmore spesks of Y4 ymmg rrotherhood of bstchelors' who'btuilt for then-
selves a booth of leafy bmnchas, after the manner of the Israelites of old.

in economdst of motepicls dug his house cut of the bank of = zu:}.wara:r-."2

fvery cncouragement was riven to the scettlors to provide more permanent
dwellings for themselves. On May 24th, 1820, circular letters had been lssued
sivinsg them permissicn, durins the ensuing twelve mnths, to cut any wood or
thateh which they misht reguire for building mposmﬁ vhile many contented
themselves with buildings of the most tesporsry sez‘t; like those described
above, until fire, flood or decoy forced them to consider something more sube
stantiasl, many other settlers attempted to erect permenent dwellings {rom the
beginning, with verying desrees of success,

The indigenous methods of construction among the frontier 'boers' general-
ly took three forms. Roof s were almost invoriably of thateh, btut walls might

be tuilt up of wattle and daub, superimposed layers of mud, b or of stone.

211 of these coirstructional methods were used in parts of Tritain, and
a1l were among those adopted by the settlers, although 2 preference for one or
another misht depend as =uch upon the avallability of materials on the locaw
tion a= upon lecal building practice in the country of origin.

fhe poer f{armhouse on the frontier, ss described by George Thompson at
the time of the arrivel of the Eritish Settlers ‘resembles e large barn divie

ded into two or three apartments. (me of these is the kitchen, which also



1.

3

b

Thompson's *Travels', I,02-3. Thompcon is referring spcciqically
tp larmhouses 'in the Oneeuwberyz, ond in most of the Cul¢9r 118w
tricts of the Colony,' ut I h ve not been "ble to esstablish eny
substantial difference between the descriptions of Thompson and
Furchell snd what we know of Boor farmhouscs in the /lbany dis-
trict,

The settler Thomes Philiprs obzerves thit the fronticer Doers used
the excuse that 'the Kaffirs niglt return and iorce the family
to quit?! as a justification 'for not building good Houses,'!
(Eeprel-Jones '"Philipps, 1820 Cettlert', 183).

lolurchell 'Travels', I, 1G69-70.

In the small frontier farmhouses cooking was done in the open
cir, ‘¢hind 2 simple sceresn shelter, or 'skerm’.

c.f, falton: 'Homesteads & Villazes of S.4.' 95.

wPurchell 'iravels' I, 149-70.

11, 'Boer' house in the Roggeveld-Karroo in 1611

(from Burchell's *Travels!),
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serves for the sitting and eating apartment. In the others the family slept;
while, in the outer one...visitors and travellers are accommodated with a rush

mat, a feather bed, and a coverlet spread on the clay floor...'.l

Another type of frontier Boer farmhouse; described by Burchell in 1811
(Plate 11) had the kitchen separated from the mein house; which he desecribed
as B small oblong low hut built of rough bits of rock; rudely thatched with
reed snd sedge; heving nc windows, excepting one small opening covered with
white linen, instead of glass; and the dcorway tut ha2lf closed with 2 clumsy

panel of reeds.2

The inside corresponded exactly with the exterior, and was
divided into two apartments, serving for sitting-room and bed-room, which last
was also the store-room. No other furniture was to be seen than a teble and
three chalrs, or rather stools. Near to this hut were two outbuildings which
at a little distance might be mistaken for hay-cocks; one of them wes the
store-hcuse or barm, =s it might be considered, and the other the kitchen.

In this the fire was made in the middle, ¢n the zround; and the smoke escaped
either out at the doar, or through the ill-thatched roof. “very part of the
hut within was stained like ebony, of a glossy jet-black, the effect of long-
continued wood smoke. At a little distance from the building, or on the werf,
as the space immediately surrounding a colonist's dwelling, is termed, was a

very large sheep-folded, hedged round with bLranches of Karro-thorn....'3

Elsewhere Burchell remsrks that the above forms a typical description,
but observes other types; in some 'the rooms in the principle house being...
three (i.e. one in the middle in which the family sit and take their meals,
end a bedroom at each end)...'“while in others 'the whole house formed but a

singleroom; and in this a large fireplace at one end served ior kitchen, where

. slavea, and some Hottentot maids, sat within the chimmey, cooking both for the

company and for themselves. At the other end a screen of mats parted off a



1. Ibid, 87-8, Entry of 20th March, 1£12. Thst this was really
Sypical of the frontier {ormhcuses a2t the tise of the arrival
ef the settlers mey be confirmed by reference to Thomas
Philipps deseription, which, though shorter, parallels
Burchell's so closely that it might be of the same building.

{(Keppel-Jones, "Philipps, 1820 Settler?®, 56). Single room
dwellings were atill a comnon-place in the country districts
of Burcpe at this time. In CGracfif lleinet and Uitenhage dis-
tricts swrviving buildings suggest that ecrly farmhouses were
sonetimes bullt at one end of the barm or wagon house,
e.f.¥alton, 60.

2 Una Long 'Ooldswain's Chronicle', I, 2.

12, "Boer' house in the
Sneeuwbergen in 1811
(from Burchellts
"Travels' ),

13. 'Kruis River! near
;:rt Eligabeth, €+1790=
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bedroom for the emale part of the family; while = few blankets or mats on the
floor, between the supper toble and the fire, formed the only slecping place

. 3 i
for the ... young men, and for any casual visitors.!

The above descriptions are important to us not merely f{or their value in
indicating the type of local precedent which the settlers were bound to obw
serve; and which doubtless had repercussicns on their ideas of what would be
most suitable for the local conditions in erceting their own permancnt habita-
tions; even more sigmificant is that fact that a number of the settlers had
the good fortune to find the ruins of old Boer ifirmhouses on their allotted
locstlions, dating in some instances as far back as 1790, but in nearly all
casos now only blackened bturmt-out shells serving as grim reminders of the in-

security of frontier life,

E

Some of the ruined farshouses, never very pretentiocus, had been built of
wattle and daub, and were, of cource, beyond repair. Jeremiah Goldswain des-
cribes seeing such a ruin on first arrivim"_-: at Williem Wait's location: "This
had been a Dutch farmers place: thear ware meney of the postes of the Cattle
Kraal still standing and the postes of the dweling licuse: they ware more or
less bumt but we did not know the meanins of them been burnt at that time but
we found out afterwards that the Kaffers had merderd they farmer and all his
famley and had taoken a way all his Cattle.' <

nose fortunate settlers who found the stone or layered earth walls of
earlier bulildings on their properties wet to ‘-._'.»'orlc with a will, reconstructing
the roofs with timber heim from nearby kloofs, rethatching and closing in the
gaps where once thoere had been windows and doors, and in a short time restorin

the houses to something of their former comfort, and of course, with the origi



1,

2o

3.
b

14, 'Table Farm' near Grahams town.
4 reconstructed Boar dwelling.
Painting by Thomes Baines.

Africana Museum.

de must not prosume that these Hoor farmhcuses had orizinally
been well-luilt. Philipps (Kerpel-Jones: 'Philipns, 1820
setiler®, 183) mentions thot the HDoers on the [rontier used the
'excuse for not building good Houses?' that 'the Koffirs nicht
return =nd foree the [zmily to guit,! '

Tlie walls were psrt of the house of '"Buron' de Lindersme, btuilt
cl 1755, ¢ had been blown up in 2 pgunpowder accident, re-occu-
pied, then burmt Ly the Keifirs.

'Philipps, 1820 Settlers' (eod. Kerrel-Jones) 15th May, 1820, 54.

Ibid, C4, The farm "Lampeter' still bears its orisinel name ‘ut
the house has dilsappeared,
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nal plan arrangements.

Jithin the first months of the srrival of the settlers these widely
scattered and hastily repaired Boer furshouses formed the finest dwellings in
the whole district, ocutside of the towns, and in their turn served as models

for at least a few of the new farm buildings.,

"My chief study was now to build a House,' wrote Thomas Phillips, "we had
two wet days which sickened us of tonts, after verious plans of temporary Huts
of Wattling to beé plaistered all over which is the genersl one, I examined the
old walls: part were perfect, and I soon decided on building them up.2 The
common esrth well-watered makes a most excellent mortar; wonderfully adhesive,
a layer‘about a foot deep is made all round and the Sun and the Wind dries it
so fast, that by the time the last layer is finished the first is dry... My
Carpenters are busy cutting timber for the Roof and the rest cutting Rushes
for thatching, they grow very long, above six feet.... In a fortnight's time
it was so covered that 1 talked about going down to the Bay.! 3 Philippe then
returned to Port Elizabeth and brought back with him his wife and family:

"My dear Wife hung on my arm, and when the roof of our humble cottage first
appeared in view,... I was well rallied for my dessription of the cottage by
alls The comparison I hod mede with the one at iAssegai Bush made it asppear

S0 superior; but it is reslly a2 neat tasty building; and my men being well ace
customed tc thateh, it is done excesdingly well. idward found a stone-colaured
¢lay with which he had the walls washed. 2ltogzether it was so much better
than when 1 had left it that I wes deceived myself.... I have the best House
in the Colony of ‘migrants amidst 3,000 acres.' &

February lﬁth; 1821: 'The House is still in the same state, no additions ex-
cepting a Kitchen, no improvements as yet; nor is the permanent house begun,

but our cottage is se comfortable and seo secure from the rain and the winds
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15. Cob and thatch houses in Minehsad

¢ld Village,

1820 Settler! (cd.Xe

omerset, England,

~el-Jones),

)
=]

p)

-‘t

BC0.

li il f'.A..'. I «a: ) 14 J_,r !.\I___ & 1 -\r -+ 4 . (l) - Va3 T el W 248

that we do not find it necessary to have any immediate change, HMany of our
neighbours are atill in tents or Wooden Houses. 1t is built of mmd walls, as
2 barn would be with you, only the windows are large and airy - I have no
glass, but pennels which pull up and down, when the wind blows too roughly
they are closed on that side, end sufficient light is admitted by the others.
In the centre of our sitting-room is a long table mude of sneeze wood, which
admite of 2 high polishj... on each side are two long forms of the same wood -
Mrs. P, and myself sit at the ends on stools... The roof is covered with rush
which grow here remarkalbly long and large, under this is e slight species of
bamboo reed, and bty way of Wadding the couples, an imnense large and neat mat
is spread the whole length. The bedroom is partitioned off with sawed boards
and our bookcase covers cne half of it, the pianoforte under it, on one s?de
is a comfortable litile stove, the chlmney ripe goes out through the wall, and
is safe from setting fire to the thatch, the sofa stands near this on the op=-
posite side of the wall, the whole of which is coloured with a stoe colour
resembling paint. On theleft as you enter is the kitchen very large and par-
titioned off by a mud wall, the firerlace built regularly of stone, on one
side a hoiler, and the other an oven « this I have done to avoid fire for the
less from this destructive element has Leen very great;... on one side of owr
tiny cottage but not adjolining to it, stands the Men's House, very comfortable
indeed; they have a fireplace but they dine in the Fitchen... In thils mansion
we 211 live as comfortably as if we had 20 rooms in Gngland. ©Such is the
difference of climate & House is not the same necessity, 1t is only wanted for

sleeping in...'l

Reconditioned Boer buildings also included the houses at "Table Farm!

{Plate 14), 'Burnt Kroal', *Cypherfontein’, "Assegal Bush' ete., and the house
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Others included Danisl Mills' house on the Kasouga

(Comptell, 'Pritish South ‘irica', 214).

Burchell 'iravels' intry of 12th ipril, 1212.

J.Campbell 'Travels in Scuth Afriea' London, 1815,

Manuscript Diary in possessilon ol Miss Pigot-loodie.
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which was used as the first church at Saleﬁ.l Most of these had walls of
either layered mud or rough stone laid in mud mortar, and earthem floors.
For, as Burchell remarked a few years before '...the force of custom and habit
is remarkably exemplified by the {aect, that even those boors, who dwell in the

vicinity of the forects, still prefer an earthen to a boarded i‘loor....'2

%t is interesting to note that there were also a small number of houses
in the district which had been erected in the previous decade by SBritish Army
oificers stationed on outlying forts. Several grants of ground hid been made
to such men, generally &s a reward for devotion to duty, and in sone cases
their wives had oven been brought up to live with them. Thus Rev. John
Campbell, descrilting a visit to the frontier in 1813, mentions 'Lombard's Iort,
comnanded by Lioutenants Care and Laycock, whose Lady was the first I had seen

in the district... Lt. Sutherland's post...his house not being {inished, he

lived in a comfortzlle tent...'3 Sophla Plipot describes the home of Lieut,

Fl

Saunders in June 1820 as Leing a 'very comfortable house, more like _ngland.'k

Houses wiich were entirely built Uy the settlers in the early months
after their arrival, and which may have beon influenced wholly or in part by
the boer farmhouses included the farm 'Clen Hope' near Dathurst, built of mud
blocks and 'pise de terre', and the Rev. William Boardman‘s farmhouse,

"Pinedon'!, built of layered esrth.

The grezt majority of those settlers who desired to have permanent houses
in the first months after thelr unceremcnious derosition on their locations
were not so fortunate as to find ruined buildings there Lbefore them. They had
periorce to use what ingenuity and buillding knowledge they could muster - and

the latter was often sparse enough. Nany mistakess were mode, ospecially by
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uth Africa' II, 53 and 58. 'Stone and brick
were cmong the vieions of on advanced order of things belong-
ing to the future.' (Dugmore, 'in
11). ‘However. there seems to hove leesn 2 commumnal brick kiln
soreowhere near 'Wigot FPark', to fudpe by 2 relferences in Cophia
Pirot's diary (20th Jan. 1321 =nd lst Octoler, 1321).

¢ had to double-~atoreyed forme
houses in the eastern part of the Colony. Cince they were irom
the first popular with the 1820 settlers - where they could af-
ford ind ¢ nstruct them - it is interes ing to speculate what
dvantages they may have offered., The most olwicus 'enefit is,
cf ccurse, the zdied security of the upper fleoor, btut adled
conciderations may have been the simpler roofing snd femilisr
rattern oi living provided by the double-storey house,
ain Lanham snd E.R.¥illmore, 'The 1820 Jettlers of Soven-

{ountains andbalem'. {Grahamstown, 1959) 25.

18, House built by Robert Dickason, of Forman's party.
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those who had come from the cities. he srehitecture which resulted was as
wildely diverse in character as their backgrounds and capacities, and the
mehods and materials of construction as varied as the range of natural matee-

rials allowed.

To eatablish generalities out of this complex picture is no eusy task.
At least half of the settlers, and probalbly o good many more, came from
regions in Critain where brick was in common use - and brick weas the one
meterial which was out of the question on most of the locations in the sarly
years. Unburnt bLricks were generclly found to be quite unsuitable, the vario=
ble composition of the clay causing them to shrink and crack or to crumble in
a few weeks, while the proper {iring of bricks was & skilled business requir-
ing a carefully constructed and expensive kiln, unthinkable except in the
towns or large misslon stations like Theopolis. Iven where burnt bricks were
available, (at Salem, Uitenhage, and afterwards at Uethurst, Crahamstown and
Port Flizabeth) brick construction was always prohibitively expensive, being
four times more costly than pood stoneweorik in Grahamstown in 1822, And then .
there were transport costs to the farm loecations to consider in addition,
and they were extraordinerily exorbitant at first. The result was that up to
the midile of 1823 only fiftecn Lrick farmhouses had been erected in the en-

tire Albany district.?

One of the few Lrick houses that was known to date from this pcriod;
{Unfortunately now destoyed) was that bullt Ly the settler Robert Dickasen, a
cabinet maker and bullding contractor of Susaex, who came out with Horman's
Forty and erescted a double-storeyed house of burnt Lricks on the west bank of
the Sevenfountains stream.” It was sald to have been extrecmely well-built,
antiles which, together with the bricks, were made

and fired by Dickason himself on the premises {Plate 18).“
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Dugmore, 'An Albany Settler's leminiscencest, 11.
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fnother of these early trick houses was 'vhitney' (Plate3d), built by

saptain BenJamin Noodie. Although not an 1820 Settler, Moodie moved into the
in 1822, 'set the servants ... to the ... task of felling trecs ee.

while

Albany aren

chopped the wood for his own house as well.®' He lived in a ro d hut

the double-storeyed brick tuilding, 'the first of its kind that had been built

in this part of the district,! was completing. &

'+e. the Devonshire Cob wes rarely ventured upon at first..,% sxperi-

menters early discoverad that *Devonshire Cob'! was an unsuitsoble meterial for

walling unless undertsken by a skilled hand. ‘'Devonshire Cob' differed from
the indigenous lavered sud wall construction of the Boers mainly in that the
clay was stron:ly reinforced by an admixture of straw or cowhair and gravel
and was trodden down or rammed into a framework. But the process was a slow
one, and the clay often unreliatle, so that cracks and crumbiling corners Proe-
teLly in many instances discouraged the work before it was half com plete. Lven
80, a considers!ile number of such farmhouses were actually built, sixtyfive by
June 1823,3 most of them presunably by men who hailed from the country dis-
tricte of the south and east of England, vhere this type of construction was
indigenous (Plate 19).% GCob mlliing is espeeclally vulnerable to damage in

heavy storms unless it is entirely coated with such impervious materials as
lime plastir or tar. Although lime burnt from shells could be mate on the

coaat, and there were even cutcrops of limestone along the coast and ot one or

two places inlanﬂ,s there vas otill the diificulty of transporting the quan-
tities necessary for the plasterinu, 80 that many of the cob houses were
still unprotected durling the great storms of 1822 & 23, which probally accounts

for the gradual fall from ifavour of 'Devonshire Cob' as a building material,”
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Today hardly & Cob building survives in the Eastern Frovince.

(1]

1., . in Lasham & B.i.Willmore '1820 Cettlars of Ceveniountsin

E onlemt', 15. 4
Barly buildings in packed mud, brick or cob had extremely thick walls,

2, Un= Longs 'Goldswain's Chronicle’, I, L7.

those on the outside scldom being less than two feet, and often considerably
more. Dy contrast, internal partitions were scometimes extraordinarily thin,

especially where they were independent of any roofing members.

There are yet two possible types of wall-construction which were fomiliar
to the emigrants from the British Isles, and which we have barely touched upon.
One, stone, had the great disadvantage that working it was oxtemsly laborious
and proleonged, and neither the labour nor the time was available during these

carly months. Dy aid=-1823 only twenty-scven of the f{armhouses are listed as

beine of stone, and a number of these were old Boer homes reroofed, Yet this

moterial was eventually to come into its own, and is today the one we think of
20, An Albany Settler's house, drawn

by & military officer. (Elliott as most characteristic of fettler architecture.
Collection).
21.4. Barly house on 'Glen Avon', Settler houses of the first phase btuilt in stone included that on

Somerset Fast. ‘
toevenfountains' built by the Devonshire silkeweaver William lorman in 1820,

with walls which were far irom straight, and a roof thatched with mountain
rushes ('incaluka'].l inother is mentioned by Goldswain: *Frec Stone Form!
neor Pothurst, where he recorded thet “Wir. l.Debnam was Bullding a Houset' in

2
1822,

In the meantime some other fairly permanent guick building technique was
needed. and it was found in the half-timber construction indigenous to Northern

Burope since ancient times (Plates 22 and 23). In this tradition a stout,

crosc-braced timber framework of the whole house was first erected, and after-
wards the interstices were filled with a kind of wickerwork of stripped iranche
or canes which could then be plastered with clay and waterproofed on the out-

oide with a coat of lime plastere - if it were available. AU its best this



4#illiam Shaw: ‘*Story of My Miscion

2» Mygmore

Settler's Reminiscences',ll.

21.B. Tarly settler
cottage (c.1820-21)
in i. Barker's Sketch
BOOk' SehoPulis

22+ Vattle and daub
sonstruction, Yest
Burton, Jusoex.

23+ Wattle hurdling,
Warminster,Gloucestsr.
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construction was a highly-skilled process resulting in fine duwrable architec=-
ture. At its worst; it produced buildings only a shade better than the
tHartebeest huts' of the trpe crecied by Pringle, and equally wvulner-ble to de-
daye. 4 great variety of fragile and grotesque-looking huts and cotiages® as
Rev. William Chaw described them.l *The wattled framework of two or three
square rooms looked, in the eyes of some, like the founding of a mansion. Many
a father and son, with axe on shoulder, ranged the wooded kloofs in search of
door-posts and rafters; and many a nother and daughter cut wattles and thatch
nearer home for walls and roof; eye, and many a back ached under successive
loads, borne toilsomely from tansled thicket and rushy s--.-:amp...'2 tA space of
ground was morked out, according te the views of the future cccupants of the
structure; large enough for one or two rooms. The best generslly were desipned
for two rooms of about 10 feet by 12 feet each, forming a building of 10 feet
by 24 feet. OStrong upright posts were planted all round the bullding about

2 feet apart; these were firmly fixed in holes dug in the ground to a depth of
18 inches - 20 inches to receive them; they rose to a height of & fet alove

the ground; thinner poles were planted between the stout posts and then a quan-

tity of small wood, slender branches of trees or shrubs was cut, and used for

the rurpose of 'mttling 2ll round the milding, When thls was completed, it
had the appearance of a grestwicker veccel or basket. wal l-plate, being
generally a large pole squared by the adze, was nailed to the tops of the up-
right voles on ecch side and end of the bullding. roof, consisting of as
many rafters as were nccessary, all of polcs; was sccurely nailed to the wall-
plates. On the rafters were nailed, or sometimes tied, laths at proper dis-
tnnces; to whicli the thatch of rushes or reeds, cut from the bank of the river,
was fastened by means of cord made from the rushes. When the whole was covered,

the walls were usually plastered ovor, inside and out, with clay mixed and pree



2. Cory, 'Rise ol South Africa',II,160.

3, The earliest houses in Durbon and Fictermaritziurg were of this
type. c.l. Nalton: tHomestead & Villages of South Africa?l,

24. The construction of an in the barn of 'Greenfountains?;
early settler farmhouse in the infilling is raw brick, and
wattle and daub, may be a later replacement.
25. Timber framework showing (Poor photograph retouched),
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pared with wmter, and tempered by treading with the feet in the same mamner as

brickmakers prepered clay for bricks before rugmil's were iﬁvented....'l

It was in this technique that the majority of the settlors houses were
erected during the first three years, two hundred and sixty seven of them being
recorded in June 1823.2 To this deay a few of the finest homes in the [astern
Province preserve a core of this type of constructirn, es strong and as durable

as the day it was built, one hundred and forty years agp.3

Most of the timber work of the walls’ﬁas constructed of the very hard and
durable sneezewood, hewn in nearby kloofs, adzed to a roushly rectangular farm
and jointed as stoutly as possible. The roof and ceiling rafters were shaped
from either willow or yellow wood, which were both ideal for the purpose, belng
available in longer lengths and easy to work; though they were unfortunately
subject to decay if used in any exrosed position, After the wattling had been
tled vertically across the battens between the uprights the plaster was daubed
onte it,hence the name usually given to this construction, of "wattle and daub.'
In order to maoke the construction as permanent as possible, the plaster was
usually carried across the uprights on the cutside, and sometimes on the in-
side as well, so that they were often indistinguishable from plastered brick,

stone, or cob houses when campleted,

Another variant on the wattle and deub house {ailt immediately after ar-
rival on location) is described in Goldswain's 'Chronicle': 'imploid som in
faling Timbor: one pear of sawyers ware sct to work in sawing timber for make
ing of plowes and harrowes and usrtring or doores and window frames and also
bord for doores and windowe sheters: and they remainder of the men sum digen
post holes and cuting postes and -ticks for wateling to make a watling and
dorbd House and for sheathing the House we cut long Grass out of the {laes

[vleia] and it was mot Long before we had the house finished... [&ﬂwe saw



l. Unz Ilong : Woldswaints Chironicle! 1, 223,
2, Ibid I, 39.

Je M8 in the Albany Musecum,

26, Interior of an early thatched roof
at 'Thornkloof*,

27. 'Lindale’ near Salem, an early
photograph showing ite original
condition (poor photograph clarified),

4 d

THE ARCHIT 2CTURZ O iz BIGHTEEN TWENTY SETTLERS = (1) FARMHOUSKS, 255

Mr. and Mrs. Jz2it comfutley situvatied in thier new Howes...!'t

In another place Goldswain mentions Mr, Joseph Weakly's house (Hyman's
party,Kowie River): 'The House was maid of watled and dorbed with mud and the

Gable end was wattled with Lroom that groes in the rivsrs....'z

/notha kind of construction is described in a monuscript of reminiscexes
of Bertram Dowker. Here the rmud for the walling scems te have been packed
between two external skins of wattling: *set to work to cut wood te build a
house... with three rooms : it took a2 long time to build, I think about three
months -« I could build better now in 3 wecks: the walls were made first, posts
set as wanted to form threo rooms, then leng sticks about as thick as rakes
handle Nalled and tied on to both sides, about 2" a part, and filled between
with very stiff mud: the walls were not so bad: then some long poles choped
flat for the wall plating - no planks in those days in Lower /1lbany: the roof
was made of the same round poles, and long slats to sow the thatch on too; it
was thatched with long Grass and sewed on with a kind of string which we made
from a kind of rush that grows in all rivers in the country, and very mch
used by every one both Llack and white. My DBrother William was the thatcher,
and very well he did it, as meny 2 one said that saw it after it was finishe

06.'3

A characteristic of English half-timberad constructions in soqe regions
was the infilling of the timberwork with materiasls other than wattle and daub.
One fine surviving example of such a method of construction is *'Lindale' near
Salem (Plate 27), which has a baked-brick infilling between sneezewood poles
on the ocutside, and soft brick between the uprights in the interior walls.

The fire-place hcarth and firebsck are made of large si gle stones. The house
is alse interesting for the curbus way in which the fire-place flue curves as

it rises so that the chimney will not occur under the cantreline - and thus



28, 'Greenfountaina'y distant photograph. The thatched roof
survives under later galvanized iron, The photograrh
has been retouched to show the original sppearance.

l. In this way csrose also the villazes of Sslewm, on H.Scphton's
location, Clumber on the Nottingham portyt's loecatioen,
Cuylerville on J.zeilie's locetion, -nd sidbury near Dapt.
T.Putler's party. Refer, Hockly, '_tory of the Lritish Set-
tlers of 1820 in South Africa' Cape Town,1949, 69.

2 E.B.¥illmore, in 'In the Land of the sttlers?, Grahamstown,
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interfere with the thatch - 2 common roofing problem. The doors are of plank.

inother remsrkably preserved furm house in which burnt brick and lime is
used as tie 1alilling in the timberwork is 'Greenfountains' near Port Alfred
(Plates 28-30). The nucleus of this house, is thought to have been original-
ly only one of a group of timber and cob houses built by members of George
Smith's party from Lancashire around a small stream which runs near the pre-
sent house. Such banding together of the settlers in a small community for
mutual protection and encouragement was common at first and only disapreared
whan the land was subdivided in later years.l Large outbuildings of cob or
brick and poles were also built at 'Greenfountains' {Plates 25 and 804), while
the kitchen, which may not be much later than the rest, is entirely built of
shale, The whole house preserves, under galvanised iron, its original timber

rocf construction and early thatch.

An interesting - though necessarily rare - early farmhouse type was that
built entirely of timber. The house built by Charles Wood on his location
neay Salem was such & case. lWood had besn a skilled carpenter and joiner in
London, and had even qualified as a staircase maker, a special trade in iteelf,
It is not surprising, therefore, that he should have chosen to ereet a2 wooden
house from whatever timber he could find in the kloofs and on the kranszes.

2
Only the fireplace was constructed of fireproof meterials.

Most of these early housss were extremely simple, being at first single-
storeyed, with one, two or at the most thres rooms, generally tem feet by
twelve feet each, There was but one fireplace in the whole house, which
served both for coolkins and as the centre of social activity. As ifamilies
grew in size other rmoms might be added (Plate 31). Often coolking activities
woere removed to & separate hut, or to a lesn-to at the back of the main buile

ding. Cometimes an additional wing wes added &t right angles to the old, con-
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30, 'Oreenfountains' plan, The timber framed
walle are thinner than the stone wall of
the kitchen. The two Tooms 8% lover
right were probably built first.
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taining two or three extra rooms. DPut the most common practice wes te extend
the house lengthwise, so that eventually there might be five or six rooms
strung together in a straight line, with a single pitched geabled roof rumning
from end to end. There were generclly no private corridors, passace irom one
end of the house to the other belng possible only through all the rooms. This
was mainly due to the severe limit thet was plsced on the span of the roof;
both by the restricted size of the timbers and the considerable welght of the
roofing material. In after vears lean-to verazndahs wer« often added along one
side of the buildines and doors broken throush, where windows had formerly

becn, to serve as points of sccess. 'The floors of these buildings were usual-

1y mede of clay.' (Reve William Shaw).>

In the simnlest cottapes, proper doors and windows bLeing unobialnabtle,
makeshift ruz or mat doors and calico or gauze windows hiad periorce to be
accepted. 'At first there was no plank for doors, or glass for windows; hence
a mat or rug was usually hung up in the void doorway, to do duty for the cnej
and a plece of white celico, nailed to a small frame of wood; and fastened
into two or three holes left in the walls for the purpose, admitted light in-
to the dwelling during the day, when the wind rendered it convenient to keep

these spaces open.' (Reve William Shaw).z

But the constant presence ol the natives and of wild game scon led the
settlers to consider means of providing stouter protection sgainst theit and
attack. Doors and solid shutters for the windows were then made of locally
adzed timber planks nailed to cross pleces or a frame. Sometime: lattices
were made of twigs and branches to secure the window openings. After December
1821, when those settlers who wished to were at last permitted to leave their

Fi

locations and to settle in the nearby towns, crafts and trades were establish-
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Glass was belng put into Uiteniwce Courtroom, Seeretury's liouse
nd Messenger's House 28 long belore as 181,5.(-3.0.2, Jf22)

tnew Castle Crown Glass?! wns specifled for the new Darracks in
Crohamstowm in Je 1820 (G.H./enclosure to dispatches,)
Gu 0. :?1»1 2/:4-7'

»

It is recorded that a glaszier, Richard Frior, in Se;hton's party,
me unalle to ply hils trade for lack of glass. (L.d.Willmore
from *In the Lend of the Cetilers', 40.) Other gleziers anong
the setilers included Joseph Wilmot, of sephton's party, ectc.
rl ol Dathurst',

Lisut. Gen. Jir fMufane Donkin: YLetters to the B

Londen, 1827.

34. 'Whitney' near the Buehman's River - an old phetogranh.
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ed and it bepgan to be possible to secure well-made doors and windows for the

farmhouses. 'After a while thoce who aspired to neatness and comfort found

Fl

pipe-clay, end at length limestone, from which they obtained lime, and thus
they were enaltladto whitewash thelir tenements, which gave them a more cheerfiul

earance.? (Rev. William Shaw)

Glass, imported through Algoa Cay or the Kowie, was available in only

and greatly improved a

limited quantities and wes extremely expensiv::.z It is a mistake, however,

to suprose that, the window panes had of necessity to be smal)l, for the bBethurst
[rostdy was designed to have panes as big as 20" by 11" in 1820.3 Nevertheless,
Settlers' windows, when glazed at a}.l'...‘LP seem generally to have been many-paned,

doubtless both for cconomy and added security.

By January, 1821, that is, after most of the Settlers and their dependants
had been on their locaticns for six months, sosme were already far-advanced in
ereating permanent and confortable establishments for themselves and their
stock. Cypress Messer, Laillifl to the leader of cne of the parties, wrote to
#1lliam Jenes in Capve Town on Jam.2lst, 1821: 'I have three huts complete and
a well I sunk at the top of the parden, which has plenty of excallent water.

I have felled suilicient timber to build Cencrzl Campbell's house ['T‘-arville
Fark'] and the men are digsing stones for the walla. I have made a large krasl

5
for the cattle; all that have seen it say there is not its equal in the Colony.'

I'wo years later George Thompson saw the same place: 'Passed the Jocation
of the late Ceneral Campbell... which is now occupied by his widow, an elegant
and sccomplished lady. The notural femtures of the country are here exceed-
ingly beautiful, and Mrs, Campbell's neatly crmamented cotiare... had a most

pleaging and pictwresque aprearance, surrounded by luxuriant woods and copses
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Gl l 10 ._.._-_:,",;’ 'vaelﬁ', 1, 32.

Theal. ‘*Records' XV, 4G2.

Una Lon- 'Goldswain's Chronicle' I, note 23: and Graham's
fown Journal, 16 Jzn.1834, advertisement for the cale of
roperty.

Colin Campiell thritish South Afriez', 198,

-

Ge Thompson, 'Travelst I, 32.

35« 'Thornhill! near the Kowie. From Thompson's *Travels?,
1827.
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of evergreens, in the disposal of which the wanton hand of Na'ure seemed Lo

haeve rivalled the most tasteful works of art.'l

In the interval that has passed since those firsi months of 1820, many
ol the setilers had completely rebuilt their houses. Goldswain's employer,
'ait, the erecction of whose wattle and Jaut house we have already seen des-
cribed, had rebuilt his home entirely in stene by the time he wrote mentioning
it to the Governor on 23rd April, 1823.2 The new structure had two rooms, &
hall and a kitchen on the ground floor, and two large gmarrets on the urper

3

floor. There was alsoc a dairy. Mejor George Figot, an ex-cavzlry officer,
had spent £3,000 'in building & fine house and enclosing his cultivated lands..

which he called igot Park'.k

Vigitors were, indeed, everywhere impresssd by the husbanded bLemty of
the farms and the transiormetion that wes taeking ploce in the landscape. '13
May, 1823: This morning I set out... to visit the mouth of the Great Fish River...
On our way we passed tlirough several locations of settlers, with the appearance
of whieh I was much pleased. The hedges and ditches, and wattled fences, pre-
sented home=looking rictures of neatness and industry, very different from the

rude and slovenly premises of the back-country boors. :

But 211 was not as well as it seemed. The siting of the dwellings was
often open to questlion. '"The nerveous looked out for defensible positiona.
The men of sentiment sought picturegue spots, where the Lesuties of nature
mizht be seen to advantage, forgetting, however, sometimes to enguire whether
they were within reach of water or not. !ore practicazlly, the sober father of

& famlly of healthy lads from the rurzl districts examined the scils and fixed

on a homestead in the midst of his prospective corn-fields.! (Dugmore, 'An
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1. Keprel-Jdones, 'Philipps, 1820 Jettler?,

2¢ G.Thompson,

*Travels?, I, 35.

36« 'Helmont, also known as
near Grahamstown,

':O.

Oak Valley?,
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Albany Settler's Eeminiscences', 10 - 11),

Gentlefolk among: the Settilers, bred in the traditions of the Inglish land-
scape garden, were impressed from the first by the naturzl beauties of the
\lbany countryside: '...the whole scene continued lovely, repecated clumps of
uhruhs; the distant ground on every side apreared to be a Park, and the road
wag so tastefully planted cut that 1t was in vain persuading sowme of the party
that we wers not approaching a liobleman's residence' (Thomas Fhilipps, describ-
ing the journey tco the locations, June 1820.)1 Some of them, anxiocus to
achieve the fashionable 'distant prospect?!, situated their houses on heights,
like those described by Thompson at 'Thornhill' on the Kowle {Plate 35): 'In
fixing his dwelling, the proprictor and his son-in-law, Lieut. Gilfillan, have
not fzlled to avall themcelves of the most {avourasble situwations, The cottage
of the latter especlally, which, with its little garden, crowns the sumit of
a small green mount, commands a prospect scarcely, I think, to be rivalled in

. : ‘ 2
Irica for rich and romantic scenery....!

Sut the majority of the settlers chose valleys for thelr houses, ot only
was water ready at hand, without the expense and difficulty of dig ing a well,

but the soll was richer and the land more sheltered,

In July, 1821, Thomas Pringle, accompanied by Robert Hart, the superinten-
dent of Jomerset l'armymade a journey through the whole of the frontier down to
the coast:

'On surveying the Locotions of the inglish Settlers during the journey, my
companion was strongly impressed with the conviction that many of them had fix-
ed their residence too near the course of streams or torrents... and he pointed
out to me, and to several of themselves, the marks of former deluges on the
trees and banks, higher than some of the huts they inhabited, or the fields and

cardens they were cultivating; but as these vestiges of destruction apreared
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Thomes Pringle; 'Description of the Juurfeld'. Uouth African
’ . Ay
Journal NHe. 1, 6th March, 1824.

Letter of 22 Jept. 1820. 'Airicona H.& N.',VI, Ne.2, 5&,

By May 1823, of the 1,004 adults, i.e. males of 18 years or more,
who were originally entitled to 100 zeres of land esch, only
.32 were still in occupstion of their locaticns.

Cory, 'Hise of fSocuth Airicat*, II, 137.

Juoted Ly Cory 'Souvenir in Commeroration of the Centenary
of the 1820 Settlers of Albany'. Grzhamstown, 1920, 50,
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3TeA. 'Belmont', near Grahamstown., The later additions are
shaded,
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old and indistinet the notice of them did not scem to produce eny strong ime

preszion.'l

This was an ominous note to the sounded by one so experienced with
forming in the district as Robert Hart. In the winter of 1822 the first heavy
rains were experienced, and some damage was done, but unfortunately not enough

to convince the settlers of the folly of their choice of sites.

During the esrly months after the arrival of the Zettlers almost everyone
g Leen filled with optimism. '... we find curselves much more confortatle
than we could have anticipated in so short a time. Our "Hartebeest Huts" are
both roomy and neat., Our gardems are plentifully stocked...' wrote Thomas
Pringle to Sir Walter :':cott.2 Then, early in 1821, the first of a long series
of calamities occurred: the wheat crop failed owirg to attack by rust. The
crops again failed at the end of 1821, and yet again in December, 1822. Mean-
while, heat and drought were taking their toll of the cattle, and the govern-
ment suprly of emergency rations was almost exhausted. 4 drift from the locas
tions to the towns had already hegun3 and in Cape Town a 'Distress 'und' was

opened for the relief of the Settlers.

It is this background we must keep in mind if we are to aporeciate the

culminating horror of the Great Storm of 1823.

The drought bLroke at the end of September in that year. For months ther
had not bLeen, according to the graphic description of one settler 'the least
eppearance of verdure as far as the eye can 1%.;1:1(:111."1'r The rains began as a

light drizzle, and then for days in sueccession a continuous downpour fell as
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heavy as at the height of a thunderstorm, In every gulley appeared a Iroth-
ing torrent, streams became roaring rivers swirling with mudladen water, and
rivers rose over their banks to {lood the surrcunding districts for miles on
every side. Such a storm had never been known in that part of the country
befores Almost all the houses built in the valleys were attacked by the
raging water, and nearly half of all the settler huts, orcharde and corn-

ficlds were entirely swept awey.

Yeos 1t rained more or less for forteen days, Verey mency fields of comn
was quit distroyed: Houses was under minded and fel doun and som of them
caught fier and burnt and disstroid everey thing that was in the House and
in one llouse not fare from ous in Mr, Helders partey before the pearants
could git out all the children they House fell on them and the House cout
fier and one of the Children could not ke got out but was twrnt to death.
The rain had contunerd about nine days: my wife had jest got every thing on

+B and C, Tw ' . - the fier for dimmer wen the end of the House fell in: all the dinner was
k¥ ’ thg ;ii:; ;:at?almont » from the South Bast and spilt: the fier was quit put out and everey thing in the louse was so weat
that I was forst to go more than a Mile waiding thrue a stream of water up
to my mid@e to zit a stick of fier..., meney a pocr famley had not adrie

lace to sle-p in. Sum Houses was washed down the rivers and not an arcle
eft them. Soon after they [lood we had our hous robed...' (Goldswmin's
"Chronicle'. 1

Muny of the poor settlers escaped with notidng lut their lives and the
clothing they were wearing., At Theopolis Mission Station 100,070 bricks walt-
inz to be bumed were destroyed and two out of the Bur brick kilns were flood-
ed and washed awayuz Searcely & farmhouce in the Jdistrict escaped sericus
damages Throughout the frontler wattle and daub cottages which were beoyond
reach of the flood became dangerous, and some collapsed, as the heavy dowmpour
soaked the thateh of the roof:s, and the additicnal load caused the supporting
structure to bulge and crack, Persistent driving rains washed the clay plase

tering out from bLetween the sneezewood poles and the wattled lattices, Houses

: tuilt with cob walls were cven more sericusly affectcd, and many settlers
l, cds by Una Long, I, 5h. were chagrined to find the whole structure of their dwelling disintegrating

Re s lorse=-Jonecs. into a disheartening sticky mess. 'Major Figott's [ﬁ?igott Park” has been



1, Letter of Oct, 27th,1823. Keppel-Jones: 'Philipps, 1820 Settler' THE ARCHITECTURE (F THi SICGHTEEN TWENTY SETILERS - (1) ramaHOusss, 265
183, In another letter Phil:.p adds 'they were up all night ex-
peeting to be c,rusnad‘ flat roofs wi 11 not do

2 Ibid. heressss! (.”1.; $al Hotes to 3 "
PSEne Racount of the %5"6 Settlera' Eddi 4y epymaterially injured and cannot be repaired under the expense of 7000 dollars;

3. cf. 2705/323. 7th June 1828. feport on the dangerous condition S @ e s S o S S e ! _ :
of the ronf of the prison in Grihamstown...'the Deoms end the this 1s & most sezi s 1ges aftey the great ew ms_‘ne WIS 85 30 Beiaen ?'t'
rlankings of the Roof sre -lmost wholly decayed, which, as " ’ - ¢ 8 @ e "
tﬂiu bullding has not been finished four years, may be attri- (Thos. Phillips.)” Philipp's own house, 'Lampeter', '... withstood it all,
buted to Green wood having been used by the Puilder,' scarcaly a drop coming in on us'.2 Before the reins had ceased in the middle

of Octoler the whole distriect had been plunged into the most abjeet distress
and suffering, and the cettlement scheme tlaown into a state close to that

which had exdsted in the first weeks alter the arrival of thie segttlers.

Very eorly, the settlers were learning that South /frica was a most diffi-
cult place in which to build. Not only was the climate deceptive and extremely
variable; but the natural building materials were scamty and umrel#le. The
clay soil was poor, muich of the timber untested and subject to rapid distortin
and decay. It was {ound that unless wood was allowsd to season in the sun for
a considerable period before use (and this was not always possible) changes in

humidity rendered timberworl well-nigh useless within three or four year&.g'

{ith these lesscons in the fore-front of their minds, the scttlers sct

sbout meking good their losses in the last months of 1823. 'The October rains
tauzsht the necessity of building more substantial houses, and the people uilt

$8. Settler walling on the farm 'Mount Pleasant',
them. ' (lugmore *in Albany Settler's Reminiscences', 27.)

The first comsideration was tho cholece of 2 new site for the honestoead

and farm buildings. There was naturally some hesitancy about building again

i3 in the valleys, at any rate near the streams. typlecal example of the in-
% 3 cuLTIVATION
2%3%%3; fluence of the floods may bLe seen on the farm 'Tempe' where the rlatform of
39, Plan of the farm 'Tempe! the original house is clo; rly discernible under some ocaks near the stroam,
R near Grahamstown, showlng
the apparent positiona of about 50 ft. in front of, and fifteen feet below.r, the ruined stone walling of
- the dwellinghouse before and . . j.
after the floods of 1823, the post - 1823 buildings. (Plate 39). In such a case the preference of the

LATER HOUSE
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owner of the location for agricultural rather then pastoral pursuits, and the
extreme fertiility of the flood plain, presumably led to the choice of the valley

for both houses.

But a survey of the area today suggest that an important effect of the
floods was the great increase in the number of houses situated on hills and
high points, and the expanding use of welled water supplies. Undoubtedly an
added factor in this trend was the inecipient awareness of the danger of native

3

raids, and of the need for farms to be able to communicate readily with one an-

»

other.

Although the War of 1819 had trought to an end for a time for constant de-

predations of the Kaffirs, isolated raids began again during 1822, and were in-

«_;§;$;5_ bei !i,; - ﬂ‘ff;f“;ﬁ- e creasing in freguency by late 1823, The direct reason for the resumption of

as e wi 1 & : AT gt i e
40. 'Tharfield!, Kleinemonde, back facade. the raids was the growing number of sheep and cattle on the farmer }ocatlon
41. *'Oakwell’, near Crahamstown - & sheep farm. After the wheat crop had failed for the third time at the end of 1822, it be-

came clear that time and tr?uble would be hetter spent in sheep and cattle
farming than in agriculture, and those who had the necessary capital embarked
on this new venture, thus removing the need for their farm buildings to be
situated in the valleys. The floods served to precipitate the move; and the
fear of flood, coupled with the need to guard their stock against theft by the
Kaffirs, made it doubly desirable that the pastoralists' houses should be

situvated on higher ground.

As an example of this trend it is only necessary to say that the dwelling

on '"Tempe' was moved again, to the highest part of the farm (half a mile from

1 the stream) sometimes within the eleven-year period now under discussion,

'Boer' farmhouses were for preference situated in valleys or shallow

tasins, and where fortuitously situated on rising ground seem generally 10 p.ve



1., “ven the name "Uitkyk' scems renerclly associzted with houses
that are relatively late in style.
<e It iz also probibly thaet the supplies of loczl timber, never
shundant, wvere becoming cericusly reduced.

3. Frapmentary evidence resulting from alterations in some of
the {armhouses seams to sugsest that this was dene in two
or three surviving casecs,

Le T.Pringle 'African Sketches', 339 - 342.

5. It 1s amusing to compere this fact with the nidlve exrlanation
of the orient.tlon of the Royal Observatory, Cape Town,

Chapter Eleven, page 411, n.l.

42, *'Eildon', Bavisans River., The substantial house which
replaced Thomas Pringle's beehive hut, the latter
thenceforth serving as the kitchan.
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regarded an east or north orientztionss of greater comsequence than the view.l
The hill-top settler farmhouses of the Albeny distriet are therefore unique

as a group; and it is interes.ing to notice that with them greater importance
is always attached to the view than to the orientotion, and that; vhere pros-
pect allowed it, a south orientation was generally preferred to any other

(Plate 42 = 5).°

The Doer, used to the heat of the summer but unac-ustomed to artificizlly

heating his living rooms in winter, sought the sun. The sngl ishman, adept at
handling the cold, turned his back on what, to him, were the searing rays of a
sub=tropical sun; yet he was prepared to sacrifice even that comfort for the

greater attraction of an 'elegant prospectt

The Grest Storm must have considerably reduced the enthusiasm of the
cettlers for wattle and daud and coh.2 The new buildings were mostly in stone,
but occasionally in burnt lrick, now that that meterial was begimnins tole exe
tensively manufactured in the towms and on the mission stations. Occasional-
1y; where the old site was considered satisfactory, the wattle and daub struc-
ture was preserved as the necleus of the house and protective cuter layers of
stonework carried up around it.3 But more often the house wns entirely re-
tuilt in stages with *frecstone' (soft sandstone or limestone) or shale, quar-

ried on the farnm.

In 1825 Thonas Pringle returned to visit the frontier. He found thet, in
the Bavicans River Valley, 'my brother at Sildon had erected a commodious
arm-cottage of stone and brick' to replace the bechive hut erected by Thomas
himself (which now served as a kitchen) and that it had 'a chimey in the
chief apartment - being the first chimmey that hed yet been built in the sub-
district or field cornetey.! » This house faced south, and had originally only

two rooms, a bedroom and a living room. Within a few years a third room was



434, 'Thf-l-rfiﬁld., Kleina:ncnde-
originally of thateh, has
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1s Inform tion supplied by Mr. A.A.0, Pringle. The house was
demolished only a few years ago.

2¢ Ge Thompson, 'Travels', II, 215,

43.8, 44, 'Tharfield?, Xleinomonde. Jouth facade
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ppliec
demolished only a {ow years &po. ‘

2+ Go Thompson, 'Travels', II, 215, adied in line with the others, and zfterwards a wing «t right angles at the
back (Plate 42}, The walls were of freestone, laid in mud mortar, and the
roofs thatched at first with grass and later with vheat straw. Only the in-

terior walls were of bricl, unburnt.l

George Thompson was enthusiastic in his praise of the movement to erect
more permenent farmhouscs of stone. He cites the case of a settler who 'with
the help of only one English servant... has erccted a commodious stone house

of three apartments, rudely but snugly furnished by his own wWorKeeeo! <

Fortunatcl&, much of the local stone proved sound and durable, The
shale, dark grey in colour, was easily broken along its bedding planes, yet
otherwise remarkably tough. The 'freestone', in spite of its name, was harder
to guarry but proved the more attractive and permanent building meterial. It

was especielly popular where it occurred on the surface in westhered outcrops

and required little shaping before use. 'Freestone' was the term loosely

used to describe any building stone which was smooth-faced and {ine-grained

42.By 44, ‘'Tharfield!, fleinemonde. South facade
and plane (The later additions are shown
s!mded)-

and could be relatively casily shaped if desired. Doth the limestone and the
sandstone of the district ranged from golden~brown to cream-coloursed and
white. The farmers, even those who had had no previous experience of it, set
about erécting their stone dwellings with the determination to put up, this

rEat.

time, Jdurable and worthy buildings on their property. Anong the settlers

LARDER LiTCHEN

were men from Scotland, Lancashire, Cardigen, the Cotswolds, Cornwall and

=t ] Wales. They vied with each other to rroduce the {finest stonework in their

distrdict. Other:, using their work as a pattern, lecarmt as they built. Some

3TORE JLELFINE LIYING FLEEPFING

P found it such a satisfying occupation that years later they turned to it as a
~4_TQL; = ] T favourite hobby in their old age. Soon stonewnlls of the highest quality

were to be seen all throuzsh the {rontier.

By far the majority of the walls were of uncoursed random rubble, of the






46. Sgquared coursed rubble stonework,
Cradock,

4T7. Shale walling, roughly coursed.
tStoneyfields’,

48, Snecked rubble, 'Greenhills?,
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type which is common for rough masonry all over the Iritish Isles. For these
the stones were seldom quarried, a suificient supnly being availzble scattered
on the veld, in kranzeu, or in the beds of streems. BDoulders were broken up
btefore use so that they presented 2 fairly smooth face to the outside of the
wall. 1In work of pood quality the ctones of different size and shape were
often fitted together with marvdlous ingenuity, especlally in field wells
leit as Ydry wells', thot is, without mortar. Indecd, in first-cless work,
mortar was unneccssaery for adhesive purpoces and if any packing was used be-
Tween the stones of buildings it was only to kecp out draughts and damp (Plate
k3), For this purpose mud wes perfectly adecuate if the stonework was after-
wards to be painted or plastered. Where the stonework was to be exposed, how-
ever, as it was in the majority of cases, the stonecwork was either laid in, or
pointed up with, lime mortar. An interesting alternctive mortar sometimes
used was made of a mixture of cow-dung and clay, which possessed considerable

durability.

The experienced stonemason generally preferred toshow his skill in more
claborate walling than in uncoursed random rubble. He might use roughly

squared stones of almost equal size, with level joints, and perhaps some ate
tempt at coursing, ac at 'Barville Park' {Plate 133) and 'Glen Avon', These
walls were often originally left dry on the outside and filled internally with
rubble; sand or clay, in which case they were more than two feet thick. Al-
ternatively, if squared blocks of reasonable size were rare, the mason might
rescrve these for the window lintels, cills, jambs, and quoins, and fill in
the remainder of the walls with random rubile, a traditional Cotswold prac-
tice, e.g. (Bathurst English Church; and Fletcher House, Cuylerville - Plates
31 - 33). Men from the north of fngland, the Jorder moors and the Laleland

hills wer: skilled in the peeculiarly beautiful dry *rag-masonry' so suited to



1. Matjes goed. Cyperus teoxtilis (or typha ‘ustralia in some dise-
tricts. {(R.Marloth. 'The Dictionary of Common Names of Flants.!
Specizlty Precs. Cave Town. 1917)

2 "Tamboekie' vrass. ~lso Inmown as 'tambootie' srass. Hyparrhenia
spp. or Cymbopogon spp. (Chiprindsll, L.F¥. 'The Common Hames
of Cratses in S.Af.Y Dept. of /orie, Hote & Plant Pathology
series.No.7. Pulletin.Ho,205.Pretoria.l946-7)

3. In the exposed positions of many of the new houses on the tops
of the llls the durable cualitiezses of the materials weore severs-
ly put to the test. This probully larszely explains the great
preference for —tone in the later larmbuildings, and the com-
plete atsence of facebrickwork from even the most fashionalle
of the Georglen [armhouses. I1Ii brickwork was used it was in-
viriably plestered. (For the same reason the joinery of windows
and outside doors was moal careiully exccuted to prevent
deterioration with time.)

4, 'Incaluka'® or "Wountoin rusht®. BDolartie spp. cf.Welain Lonham &
BeReillmore '1820 _ettlers of Sevenfountains and Salemt®,15.
The arrsarance of the locally executed thotched roof w s often
of high quality? cf.Philiprns' description of Bethelsdorp:  "the
thetching is really huandsove...' (Xeppel-Jones, 'rhilipps, 1820
Settler', 62.)

A9. Squared courced rubble stonework,Cradocks.
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shale (Plate 47), which might at its best be laid to a smooth face (e.g.houses
in the Bathurst district.) 2t the top of the scale were such tves of stonee

ork as squgrod rubble, coursed and uncoursed, for which every stone had to Le
shaped (e.é;;;ééﬁwcll‘, and 'Upper Gletuyn') and ashlar, with its fine straight

joints and smocth face {e.g. Grahamstown military buildings).

But many of' the farmers, unable te afford or secure the services of a
skilled mason, &nd too anxious or cccuried to attempt more ambitious work,
fell back in the erection of their new dwsllinga on that unpretentious kind of
random rutble which is known by the desceriptive name of 'pudding-stone!?,

i.e. the rough surface stone of the district collected at randem end laid as
it was found. Cince it was generally coveroed with many successive coats of
whitewash or rough plaster, the inadequacies of this kind of stonework were

seldom noticeable.-

In thelr plamming and arrangement, these cottages were subject to the
same limitations as those of wattle and daub, mainly owing to the ifizbility of
their builders to roof them to & thickness of more than one room. Extensions
were nchieved either by the addition of lean-tos, by means of a wing ot right

angles, (as at “ildon') or by lengthening the main block.

Ihe gable-ends were generally built up solid te carry the roof-tree, and
only on isolated lazrms- mostly of later and more sophisticated style - are

hipped roofs to be ceen.

The reofing material was still generclly thatch, mace from 'mat jes goed!
reedl - where it was available - or from cultivated grasses, whieats, cats and
rye, reaped with a sickle to prevent damage to the fibres. xperiments wore
also tried with veldt grasses, 'ut their shorter life rendered them unsatisfac:

tory, 'tambockie! grassz being the Lest of them.

"rountain Rushest {*incalulka')
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Early farmhouse at ¥lu Klu, near
Fort Beaufort. (Cory Library).

Stoneslating at Cerist, lerioneth-
shire, Great Britain,
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stimates for Scoti's Darrickt's. Crahamstoim.
Uispetehes, 5th Feb, 1820) The eventual execution of the buil-

ding was sub-coniracted by Vietor Hetiel
named Hanger, & carpenter by trade.

on the m

{ to

storm of October, 1823, for a:large part of
also collapsed. v. Chapter 11, p. 393,

C.0.136/13z2.
C.0.2637/19.
C+042653/90.

o

19¢h | al, 18210
Jlst July, 1323,

Gellef nclosure Lo

ne of the Settlers,
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erhaps it is no refleection
Lerial that the roofine proved inasdequate during the

stone-walling
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are also mentioned. The thatched rools were often given the characteristic
whitewashed lime-mortar ridge covering of the Cape Dutch farmhouses, one of
the few concescions made by the tnglish setilers in this second phase to the
indigencus traditicna. But some of the {armhouses ap esr (from old photogrephs)

to have boasted the carefully stitched thatch ridge of the English -idlands,

Second in importance to thateh as a wofing meterial for the stone farm-
houses were probably stone slates sut from the local shale, We domt know
Just how extensive their use was, but bearing in mind the fact that stone slate
ing was the predominant method of roofing in the stone-building areas of
Eritain at this time, there are just suificient references to 'slating' in the
settler writings of the poriod to sugzest thet its use may have been quite

widecspread,

Indeed, the idea of quirrying local slate for use in roofing waz contem=
plated by an inglish oificer in Grahamstowm even before the arrival of the
settlers: 'The attempt to procure Slatec for the Hooefs of Buildings in the
neighbourhood of Crahamstown affording prospscts of successz, this cstimate al-
lowe for the use of that meterial, it being obviocusly much to be preferred to
the usual one, that of thatching with siraw,.. Ouarrving and forming Slates

for Roofs, and laying the Same: Rds, 1,725.° A

In Qctober 1820 it was specified that a new Govemment Store in Port
Elizabeth was to be Tcovered with p;ood.S].ate',2 and in February 1821 the
estimates for the Drostdy at Bathurst included a schedule of Slater's work for

the quarrying, shaping and laying of a slate roof over the whcle.3

Finally, in
July 1823, a refercnce was mede to a tender-price for the new St.George's

Cimarch, Crahamstown, being low 'provided that it is not under a slate roof.‘k

It must be remembeored that the material in question wes not slate proper,
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'Pigot Park® {entry of 9th August 182C) and of Colonel
fAltshire riding to 'the Slate quarry'. 28th Aug. 1820). .

On 13tl 221 she records tha: 'One of the men found : " ]
“.fin}%'-“}u‘mly,l' 21 she records th: i e . from which tie hard thin blue-grey modern slates are male, but shale stone.
wher LG U -..13 y -

~ . Shiale slates were much rougher, more varied in colour and texture, and neerly
2e¢ Lo Morse-=Joncs.

o R Lk i T P ey half an inch in thicimess,

The sites of the stone quarries from which the stone-slating was taken
have long since been forgotten.l But small zones of fine-grained planar shale
occur tihroughout the shale region, which extends right across the Albany Dise-
trict, almost to the coast, There are exrly references to a fine spotted
'slate' from the farm 'Whitney' on the Bushman's River.~ But the quality of

the shale from the different quarries must have been highly variable,

At the Dat wrst Lrostdy the respected settler Johin Shepstone worked as
slater, Dut in spite of his efforts the quality of the slate proved a disap=
pointment '... the stones or slates have falled in the expectation of their
stability as a covering of Roofs...the slates are broken to an extent, that
it is useleass to attempt repairing.' (C.0.2682/124. 27th August.1826. Report
of George Gilbert.)

It is therefore unlikely that new stone-slate roofs were laid much after

E]

ok, Sbesasiatiag tn Sagiand. Monsal Dale, Derbyshire. 1826. But, to judge from the extensive building cperetions of the years Pefore.
57. Stoneslated parapets on 'Howard', near Grahamstown. there were probably a number of {srmhouses on which the meterial wes uced, and
the mere fortunate may have retained their stone-slate roofs until the advent
of Welsh slate in the 1840's. The effect of shale roofing above stone walls
rast have Leon extremely hx niocus and pleasing, the rough texture giving

rise to darplied shadows and a surface encrusted with lichens and moss. A

stone~-slate rpoi, such as can still be seen in parts of ingland today (Flates
31 & 32), has a2 subtle undulating irregularity which blends well with the

landscape, se that the buildings seem to grow out of the hills themselves.

Stone~slate roois reguired stronger roof timbers, and more care in fixing,




58, (Above). 'Cawoods Post' from the west,
59, (Above). 'Cawoods Fost' from the sast.

60. 'Howvard!, Belmont Valley near Grahams-
tovn . 0.1829.

61. Thomas Daines' painting of 'Hounslouw',
near Grehamstown. (detail).
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5 Grahamstowm Drostdy hec

Ce0.2682/124, - 27th Aug, 1826. C.0.2692/101. 16th Oct. 1927.
2.0.2705/323, 7th June 1828,

J.EB.Alexander, Supplement to the "Crohamstown Journal' Aug.20th
1835:(Plate 96 ).

Fobert Lickason, of teyveniounteina, ea-dussex bullding contractor,
fired his owm tiles as esrly as 13820, for the reofing of his
forahouses (Lanham & Willmore - 11820 Settlers of Sevenfountains
& Salem.', 25)., Goldswain nentions carrying 'a Load ol tiles
for the barrix' to Clay Pits in 1822, (Una Lonz: 'Goldsu=in's
Chronicle', I, 43). ™ut it is not pooscible to determine whether
these were flooring or ro-fing tiles). lore specifically. “ophla
Pigot made a reference in her diary (7th Dec.l1821) 'rapz rode to
the tile=naness?

Itdd. Jir James =. Alerander (‘'Excursions in Weatern Alrieal,
London 184(0) mentions visiting a ifzrmer necr Ultenhage in
1834, vho said 'You sece this tiled roof: I have just ut it on
instead of the old thatched cne'.

stoneworlk as far as the besms of the
interior asnd extornal, of

lower rooms, with the upper walls,
Contraect, & July, 1322,

brick. C.0.2645/97.

62, 'Rietkuil' near Uitenhage, roofed with tiles.
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the slates diminlshing in size towards the ridgej gencrally, a roof of low
pitch wos necessary in order to prevent them dragsing awey the pegs which held
them.

+

times; and recourse was often taken to stopping up leaks with mortar,

A8 a result these roofs were difficult to waterproof at the Lest of

it is
interesting to note that when the Bathurst Trostdy roof was replaced with
the thinner and lighter imported Yelsh slates in 1827 (at hupge expense) the

k3 * ] ] * 1
ridge of the roef was raised four feeot,

1t is also likely that, in view of the widespread use of shingle roofs
in the towmse dufing the perled in questisn, at lesst a few of the farmbuil-
dings vere given them. Ceorge Gilbert, the leading centractor in the district;
felt them to be highly suitable for that burpos:, (See Page 173) and Xaifirboom
shingles are spoken of as if they were in common use in 183552but no examples
are known to survive., Tiled roofs, apart {rom their isclated manufacture by

skilled aettlers?:mxmato have bLeen mainly restricted to the immediate sur-

roundings of Port Llizabeth and Uitenhare (Plate 62), but are mentioned in

1835 as generally recomrended roofing materials for the whole I‘i"c.;tiezr.‘.‘t'r They
will be further discussed in the next chapter.
Stone cottages were generally of one storey, more rarely of two. Occa=-

sionally for greater stability a two storey dwelling would be built of stone
up to window-head or window~-cill height on the ground floor, and of baked
trick above, the brick enabling the upper walls to be thinner.S Another
method of achieving secure stability was to reduce the height of the upper
storey, as in the Bathurst Inn (Platc 91 on p.351), where the windows occur al-
most at floor level and the celling height slopes down to five feet at the

walls (c.f. "Sellevue', Flates 63 ~ 70).

The plaming of these houses was very similar to that of the temporary

houses of the eorly vears. The limlited spans available in timber tended to









tlgllavuet,

64. (Left). Facade; the roof was
originally of thatch.

65. (ibove)., Gable and.
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Tl. Typical Buckinghanshire farmg
from Loudon's 'Incyclopaedial,
1833.

T2« 'Glendour' near the ¥Xowie from
Thomson's 'Travels',1427.

THE ARSHITECTURE OF T IGHTE N THMNTY SITILES « (1) FARESUSIESs &89

1lisdt the breadth of rooms to btwelve or fourtcen feet. In cotlages the rooms
were srrenged in o line without o corridor, inter-leading doors between the
rooms providing cccess [rom cne end of the plan o the others, The frunt door

generally opened directly inte the livins room.

in two-storey bLuildings the yellow=wood stalirs usually asconded Lfrom the
living room in the centre of the bouse gstroisht into the mposter bedroom. I
mest be admittad thet however one may admire the charm end compactnass of the
planning of tae {ammhouvses, they were seldon very convenient, There were {ew
or no storecupbonrds, seldonm aay larder, and rarely any attempt at an internal
botlroom or lovatory. (larth closets, referred to as 'priviecs’ were located
in the smelliear parts of the fermyard.) FPortition walls were mede of yeollows
wosd planking on e fromowork, wille yellowswood floors woere either carried
on joists rom wnll to w«all, or rested on stowt tosms gpanning centrully across
the roome, often without relatlonship to the pooition of doors and windows.
The eeiling of the pround [leor reome was simply the cx csed floor construce

: i eomappe e

tion of the lovel above, and the achilevement of roasonable privacy in sueh a

duwelling was wellenich fmpossilla.

Of the houses built within a short time alter the 1823 flood, one of the
best decuvmtod wos 'Clendout ' neor the Fowie, bullt by Thomas Philipps in
182, (Plate 72). %Yie cre really in a very confortable tenporary dwelling made
by the Hottontots wiler the supervision of dward. It 1s very superior to the
one at Lampeter, we have two citting rooms and an entrance roon, ilve bedrooms,
the kitchen is not yet erscled and the cooking ls at present done all in &
plage cut in the thiclk Lush nesr tChe house, and you con have no idea how well
they menapge. The fire ig 1lightad neor o large tree on the ground. 4 pole is
alung from this to & pool placed opposite, and o this pole are hung the pots

snd lkkettles, A1l our roasting is done in Camp Ovens' {clsewhore he refers to






1. Keppel-Jdones, 'Fhilirps, 1820 Settler', 232, 1ehl.1825. A year
loter he said (p.313) 'we still continue in our liittle cottage
of reed and rlaster.,'

2e C.0.2563/12 25¢h Fel. 1223, Contrazet lor the Grohamstown Prisont
Y.eomixed mortar, formed of clay, lime, allock's Ulocd in pro-
ner proportionsSes.’

e T
!! ur.__f,_fffﬁﬁfﬁﬁ#g

77. Dining room of 'Belmont' (v.Plates 36,37 ).
The cupboard or the right was probably
originally fitted with a door to moteh
that on the left.

78¢h« Form at Ingleston, Scotland, from
Loudon's 'PFnoyclopeedia'y 1833.

THE ARCHITUCIUR: OF THE EIGHTSEN TYUNTY RS -« (1) FARMIIOUSES, - 281

using an ant-hill as an oven).'... They are now laying ocut the garden...'l

The 8POUﬁ? floore of these houses were uwsually stone-flagged or laid with
Py e * # -

a cemnositinnhéf clay, marure, ox blood, and 1inc.2 “rick and tile floors
were occasiocnally used. DBy 1229 boarded floors were begzimming to replace com-
vosition floors, even in the farmhouses, and then composition, stone flagsing,
and brick or tile flooring was used only in the kitchen, larder and storge
rooms. Put oven in such a pretentious house as the Dathurst Drostdy threc of
the bedrooms were paved with tiles, while the kitchen and stores were paved

with brick.

Ed

Composition flooring produced a remarkably hard and durable suriace, as
is evidenl +7om the fact that it has survived down to the present day in many
houses (Plate 77). Instead of clay, powdered ashes wore somotimes used in
the mixture, as in the following reeipe recomrended for ‘arm [loors in Sngland:
Tess 8 strotum of a sixture of gravel and noewly sla?ed lime, to the depth of
six inches,.. after it has dried a week... cover it, to the depth of two inch-
es, with a composition of egqual part of guick lime and powdered smithy ashes,
brought to the consistence of wortar by the addition of bulleck's blocd, stale
milk, oil, or any other deseription of greasy matter... i{ immediately well
and long rubbed with coarse woollen cloths, it may Le brought to a hizh polish.
The colour, wihen bullock's Llocd is used, is at first brown, but after some
weeks it chanses to light greye...' (Loudon, 'incyclopedia of Cottapge,Furm and
Villa Architecture and furniture...etc... London,' lst.ed.1233,230)

In order to retain the Lrown colour it was the practice on many of the
farms to rub the floor with fresh bulleock's bLlood every fortmight, Afterwards
it wes discovered that wax polish could be just as effective. Some of the
composition floors have been polished in this way for nearly one hundred and

forty years, and 2 good one has g lustre and colour comporable only to old



1, e found & neat whitewnshed and one-storeyed house in a valley...
the bouse was very ¢leun, consisting of a large hall and side
rooms, the floors of all of which were shining with black polish, !
Sir James E. Alexander. 'ixeursicns in Western Africa', London,
18,0, I, 333.

Ze Arthur Durker. lst Notcbock. Manuseript, S.A.P.L.

d, from
.B. Farm at Gatestack, 3cotland,
s Loudon's 'Encyclopaedia’,1833.

from

.C. Oketch of his proposed farm

FE the notebook of the Albany SJettler,
Arthur Barker, 1820. (3.4.P.Ls)e

78.D, Sketch for & barn fror the sanme
BOUTOCECs




1, YWe found o neat whitewsshed and cne-storeyed house in & va]]ey...
the house was very clean, consisting of 2 lorge hall and side
rooms, the floors of all of which were thnlns with black polish,'

Sir Jam&a E. Alexander. 'Excursions in Western Africa', Loodon,
lai 0 I 3380
2, Arthur Burker. lst Notebock. Manuseript, S.4.F.L.
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mahogany for ahica, at first sight, it might ecs5ily be mistaken. (e.g.'ﬂsﬂegai
Bush' Guest Form). Others were shined with black pelish.l

Doors and windows contirued to be mede of yellow-wond for many years, al-
thourh teak and deal were also used for the purpose. Joinery which required
skilled workmanship was inereasingly pre-fabricsted in Grahamstown or one of

the other frontier towns.

The layout of the farm buildings around the house scems to have followed
closely the practice in Pritain at that time. Of calrse; the poorer establish-
ments seldom hod much more at first than a lean-to stable on the back of the
house and a cattle-kraal made native-fashion of thorn-bushes and loose stones.
Put even in 1820 such settlers as Arthur Barker were projecting fully-{ledged
homesteads for themselvea; 'with parlovr, drawing room and four bedroums; a
kitchen and & dairy arranged around a yard with 2 well in the centre'.

(Plates 78: & 80c},”

The yard referred to was really the 'dung-yard’; one of the two necessary
enclosures adjacent to the farm buildings, the other beins the ‘rick-yard?,
The former, according to a manual of the early thirties, 'ought to be central
to the stables and ecattle-houses, for the reception of the dung produced in
them as it is daily whecled out. ihe common position is the centre of the
formery, where it is enclosed by a wall; against which; in large farms, there
are frequently open low sheds for cattle, and pigsties for swine (Plate 78).
Both these animals; as well as poultry, are sllowed the run of the vard over

i)

the dung, to which they do good rather than harm. The surface... ought to

or towards one point wiich ought to be the lowest...!
PR B .uscsds:al ok

It ﬂhOdld be in

slope towards one centre,

(Loudon, 402) 'The ricke-yard is behind the Lern.' (Iibid).



1. It was not built until 1862, but used the parts of an older mill
at Salem. It was Besided, 21 ft. high from the ground to the
kerb on which rested the revolving cupocla., The base of the
mill had a diameter of 12 ft. tapering to 11 ft. at the kerb.
(from 'Eastern Province fmnual 19427, artiecle by S.du Plessis.)

2. This one is thought to have been used as a fort during the Kaffir

! .
allGae

There is another surviving mill at Trappes Valley.

3. Goldswmin's *Clwonicle' {edi. Una Lonz.) I, 123.

79, Windmill on 'Whitney'; from an
old photograph.

B0.,i. Windmill %ower near Fort Beau=
fort,.

80,B. Windmill at Halnaker Hill,
Sussex,
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the most windy situation ior drying the corn when it is newly stacked. 'The
orchard and garden are behind the stable and dwelling house ... Pigsties lean
against the end of the house or stable.' (Ibid). Deiries were usually placed
in a position sheltered from the weather, with windows on the south side and

wire screens over the windows and doors against flies. Cross ventilation and

-

eleanliness were given preat emphasis, and the floor was generally paved with

stone [lags or brick, and carefully draincd.

The barm was uvsually placed on the exposed side. As it was the bigrest

- bailding it sheltered the others and the frrmyard.

A dominant building in some farm groups was the mlll., The ruins of

small watermills are still to be seen on many of the loecations. But even more
prominent wes the windmill, built ol stone on the pattern of those in England,
or with a weather-boarded uppor section which was able to turn (a2 type knowm
as the Ysmock mill'.) A splendid example of the latter stood, until recently,
on the farm '"Whitney', ncer slexandria, {(Plate ?QlJ while one of the former
ﬂe&ufort.g

still stands, minus its sails, alongside a road near Fort

The cattle-yard - the 'kraal' - was enclosed with walls of cob, rubble

stone or timber. Goldswain talks of his kraal fence being 'maid of posts and

rales mortised into the posts'.3

Complete farm groups such as these were built, or were being built, all
over the Albany distriet before the cutbresk of the Uixth Faiiir jar, e.g. the
Southey {arm on the Kap River, where Georpe Southey Yhad nearly completed the
erection of commodious and extensive farm premises when the war of 1835 broke

put.' (Colin Campbell, *Iritish South Africa‘', 212)

Crocs ventilation was an lmportant factor in many of the farm buildings,



1. London Bneyelopedia' 1833, 93.

80.0. Duiry st *'Creerfountains'
(Bee "latas 18,28-30).

Bl. taggegal Sush', The orie-
ginal thateh roof hus been
susgested in the photograph.
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and the need to provide it resulted in those splayed vertieal slots in the
stone walling which have so often been confused with firing ports. (Though
doubtless the necd to use them as such must have arisen on some of the forms

more than once.)

»

Cellars were provided under the living space, or, in other cases (such

as '"Gletwyn') as free-standing buildings sunk in the ground.

Fl

Cleaning and drying space was at a premiun, and this must early have ene
couraged the addition of verandas to the farm cottages. In view of the hazaxde
of weather, Iuﬁdon reconnended '...2 long broad pertico, well adapted for dry-
ing eclothes under, and ~rotecting the children from the sun or rain while at

ﬁknn..'l

Internally the farm cottases seem ~ostly to have been whitewashed, though
this was occzsionally varied by the addition of cheap powder or earth colours,

Curtains, if only of the cheapesi calico, were hung in the windows.

Fireplaces were generally large and open-hearthed, with high mantle
shelves, so that they could be used for both cosking end warming the rooms.
Only in the largest farmhouses did the precence of a2 formal reception room lead

to the inclusion of a smaller fireplace with a lower mantle, and even then

srates were very seldom provided (Plates 73-6). .

Above the fireplaces rose square or rectangular chimney stacks, which
projected into the room in order to preserve the sim-licity of the gable end,

and broke through the roof on the ridge line.

The mascive simplicity of these stone chimmey stacks, unrelieved except
for an occasicnal drip-moulding or crisr-cut course, is ane of the most attrac-

tive features of the old cottages.



82, Plan of *The Ketreat' at 'GClen Avon',
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'The Hetreat* at 'Clen avon', Somerset East.
85. General view of the froat (South) fecade.
84. Detail of = column capital on the verands,
85. The front entrance.

86. The baok of the house.
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2. Probably built‘c,1821-20,' The lands were granted in 18521
(Keppel-Jones, "Philipps, 1820 Settler', 199.) =nd Hart
went to live permanently on the property im 1825, after
serving as Superintendent of the Somersot Farm and Acting
Landdrost of Gomerset Bast. The hou ef‘ tThe Retreat!,
was probably built during his tenure of-public office. It P - - .

; ¢ -~ X 1 B Y v s 3 W T or I's Somerset - -1
shows a faseinating blend of influences, the U-plan and slate roof . Two dra\:i;s(__s of farm bulldings on Somerset Farm, to the design of
reay sables have a decidedly Cape flavour the veranda ine L g 1
corporated under the main roof evidencing Colonisal influence Robert Hart, show them,
while the intemal and external finishes, mouldings ard
character are all predominantly English.

3. Ge0.222/16 22nd i.ﬁa,?,' 1824 windowa,3 as had the original 'Oatlands' in Grahamstown, and we may take these
- e L = g9 L i

.

Always short of room for storage, and seeking it in the rocf space, some

of the English settlers experimented with dormer windows in the thatch or stone-

and a nuaber survive on his owm house at 'Glen Avon?

(Plates 88, 81-6)«* The corly Customs buildings at the Kowie also had dormer

examples as evidence that their use was rore widespread. DBut it seems that, as
in the Cape, the waterproofing difficulties they introduced proved insurmount-

able, and very few of them remain.

We have riow brought the settlers up to the year 1834. The wool trade was
expanding, several good seasons had introduced a note of prosperity into the
district, and those hardy settlers who had c)vﬂg to their locotions through all

the hardships and discoursgements of the early years had pood reeson to cone-
eratulate themselves on their perseverance. Throughout the Albany district the

farms were wellestocked, farmhouses gleamed in new paint and fresh thatch,

Trees had prowm up around the farmyards, sheltered the white cottage windows

87. "Southwell?, Schoolhouse and chapel ; and threw patches of coocl shade across the carrisge tracks leading up to the
(originally thatched). : .
- % £ o= e "y - 5 R 3 ¥ 5 i’ '
88, Farmbuildings at Somerset Kast, - houses. Gardens had Leen planted, such as that of Philip Lucas at si-letfontein .
:ggzi‘.ag PRERERIT Ty SaRary Tt 3 who 'had splendid walks cut out +.. in the bush in {ront of the house, «.. and
a mage in which the children could casily lose themselves for a time.' {Colin
i . '
/l"”,-? —— 0 ——Tﬁ\ Campbell: 'British South Africat, 198)
. g ; )
/
- D ) D B i} \? Then, in December, 1834, at a time when the district was thriving, the
—_— : " Pr— - i |
TL D : D r : : r'[ ﬁ F =1 i‘r“”*'i_ — | most disastrous misfortuneenveloped the frontier. Without waming twelve thou-
i I 1. 8 I 5 L
| ‘ - - sand natives suddenly swept scress the Kaflirland border, lald waste the whole of

the country from Sonerset Hast to the sea, and 'demclished in one short week the
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91, Kitechen at *Willowglen', Belmont Valley, near Grahamstown.
A typieal “ettler kitschen.
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entire labours of {ifteen years, ‘l_.and-r vantonly murdered upwards of forty of
the peaceful inhobitants...' (Rev. Willism Shaw. 'The Story of Hy Mission',
164) Crehamstowm itself wus Lardy saved from attack, after a remarkable sixe
day ride by Colonel Hearry Smith from Cape Town to take over the command on the
frontier. It is said that it was his horror upon seeing the d esolation wrought
by the raiders thit determined the Governor, Sir Benjamin <'Urban, to press the
pursuit of the invaders far into thelr owm territory, where their chiefs were

finally brought to retribution early in 1835.

The Xafiir invasion is grarhically described in the diaries of the time.
Jereniah Ceoldswain - who had built a double-storey stone house for his new
wife near Bathurst after 1832 - had frequently to leave his family alone while
he made urgent deliveries of lime for the Defence Works at Grshamstown. IHis

account of his wife's adventures, in the cormpany of another family sheltering
LMC&.\J,vu\

in thelouse, tells us,2 great deal about the buildings of the period:

'We left one Morming for Crahams Town and ebout Hine oclock the came night
the Kaffers came to the House: the two women heard them wallk rowmd the Hows
and pulling the blind a little one cide Mrs,.Coldswain saw the Kaffers: they
went rownd the Howse untill they came to the Kitchen door: they tried the
latch btut the door was fast: they could not open it...lMr=.0oldin wished to

' scream out to friten them away for she was afrsid that they wold set the

House on fier and then they wold be burnt to death: but Mrs.Geldswain wold
not alow her to do it for if they did sit the House on {ier they cold git the
Chiildren down steares and all of them could zo into the Kitchen and the
other little rome and be safe: as the Kitchen was a flat rufe maid with
Stone and Lime and the wood had no commmnication with the timber belonging
to the other part of the House and they wold be guit safe 2ll tho they mite
be a little ill-convenced Ly the smoke., ULverey NHight after this my “Wife
tuck her Cun upstares with her determine thst if the Koffors did com that
she wold trie and shoot the first that entred inte the iouse and then to put
all the Children out at the window on to the [lat roof and having a parapet
wall rownd it so that if they all laid dowm the Kafiers could not see them.
Lbout this time Capt. Forbes came out from Dathurst and finding that I had
left for Grahams Town and at this time thear ware o'ley my wile and five
children at the louse he ordred them that moment to go over to the Mill,

Py wifeo informed hiim thet she cold not do it : he stormed and soore that
she should go btut she got the day... %"lell, since you are so deturamned not
to leave the house I see that you have pot 2 winow in the end of your louse
now if aney Kaffers coms or you hear aney thing wich you think is Kaffers
you hang & light out of the window and I will order the sentry to glve a



-

o Goldeswain®s 'Chronicle' ed. Une Longe I. 119-120.

N

+ The burning of the farmhouses was not always as calamitous as
it soundc, e.g. The double ctoreyed stone farmhouse on 'Sharon!
(*Vlak Plasts?) had its thatched rocf cet on fire,but it ’
surned out 'without serious dmmspge to the yellow wood ceiling?,
or the wells(¥.Bain Lenhenm & L.R.9illmore (The 1220 _Lettlers
etc.¥, 27.)

3+ These figures of the Heport of the Goveornment Commissisner are
quoted by Lev. Williawm Chaw in "The Story of Ny Mis-ion', 16k.

Lk, Colin Campbell, 193,202,212 and 220, $W¢°ww°°%77*-v‘“*lqu wES

5 Althousi: J. ackhouse ('Harrative ol a visit to Hauritius and
South Airdca', London 1844) Lelieved thet the natives burnt
the houses because they might be used by the military.

92. Room in Southwell Uchool, (aee Plate 87). Typical of the
interiors of the late eightsen twenties,
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good Loock out and if he sees vour light I will send vou asistance."'l

PHASE 11X - POST 1835,

The sad survivors among the cettlers, returning to their farms from their
reiuge in the towns, were confronted with ap-alling destruction and staggering
locses on every side, Altogether, 45° farmhouses had been sacked ard burnt,zﬁ*Jt
111,/18 cettle and even a greater number of sheep had bLeen driven back to

Kaffirland.- -

* ‘

'ess 2ll the property of the settlement, in crops & stock, was destroyed
and carried off, reducing the District to a more ruinous state than that in
which it was found by the Emigrants on their arrival in 1820.' (Ref. John
Av1iff: from Godlonton; 'Memorials of the Iritish Settlers', Grazhamstown 1344).
The Ballie homestead at Cuylerville was cne of those destroyed, 'the lorge snd
expensive residence which | John Bailiei erected on his farm was wrned to the
eround and the whole estate laid waste.' (Colin Campbell, 'Eritish South

Africa', 56). Almost 2ll the well-knowm houscs in the district were bwrnt,

among them 'Delmont', 'Greenfountains?!, ‘Glendower', and *Pigot Park'.b

One thing was certain: the settlers had learned a bitter lesson and they
were not anxious to let the same thing hapren again. In spite of warnings
from the veterans of 1819, most of the settlers' homes had been totally inde-
fensible, so that they had had no alternstive tut to fly.’ MNot only had few
proper precautions been taken for the safe kraaling of the livestock on the
forms in such an emergency; but the cattle had actually been stolen by the
raiders from a communal kraal next to the HDathurst Church which the men had

teen unable to scourc.



1. It was

3

fl

Ancther large fort of whiech a

aitervmrds printed as a pamphlet.

The forts were usually square, only the larger of thm having

projecting embrasures in the sides as at Lovbards Post. The
stone for their construction was rathered on the swrface and
renerally rather roughly laid, by the scldiers themcelves, in
nud mortar, so thot few have scurvived except as mounds of rubble.
Small, lean~to rooms were sometimes built apainst the inside of
the wells for the accommodation of men and hopses. COnly in a
few ceses was the centrel space open encuzh to serve as a parade
ground or wmstering area. Upper Kaliir Drift rost (1817 Plate
94), one of the lar-est forts, which preserved a clearly
recognisable pround plan up o Cory's time, was duserlbed by
him ('Rise of _outh Africa', Y:309) as having 'an outer stone
w81l bevend the walls of the enclosed buildings, thus formaing
& pagcage round the fort. At the corners of-the outer walls
were bastions on which field piecces could be, and prebably
were, mounted... The sccemmodation lor the menr and horses was
ifairly ex ensive. Outside the fort were sevaral isolated
tu ldings, one of which was evidently a bakehouse.' In a coil=
semporary drawing, (by HePoley, Africana tuseum) Kaifir Drift
Post is showm with a high palisaded fence as part of the de-
ENces.

plan hss Leon preserved wos the
pentagonal Fort Willshire (Furai's Ercal) bepun after the 1819
dar on the instructicn of Lord Charles Somerset (Plate 98). It
wag designed - Ly Major ilolloway of the Royal Engincers - ag

the stratesic rallying point on the Keiskema, and was in con-
sequoence of eonsideralle size, Lvery availlsble mon was employod
ont its conatruction, snd the five bastions were well advanced
when the Sir Rufane Donkin (who had meamwiiile become Acting
Governor in Somerset's abscnce) stopped the work and ordered the

removal of milding operctions to & lower site hialf & mile nearer
the river, ziving ez his reason his leliel that the structure was

too expensive ior the recuirements of a rontier post. (Theal,
Yiistory of C.A.t 1:218-9, 234=0)

Uniortunately the square fort he croctod instead cost were than
requlred lor the completion of the orisinal struc-
the entimusiasm with which Jomerset re-
An enquiry come

would howve been
ture, which did
ceived the news
1 sioned by So
osltion of the new

not &dd to
of the frustration oi his plans,
erset afterwards reported that in addition the

low and cramped for the health and convenience of the Lroops,
Whether Sonerset or Donkin wes right on this issue 1s ancther of
thiose aspects of the dis ute Letween them which is certainly no
clearer throuph the mists of 140 years.

& fort cmaited of four long rovs of low buildinss forming
a hollow square, and defended by stone walls. There tsix
small rooms for twenty sergeants, one room for Sergeant-io for,
one roon [lor Luarter-master seroeant, celeven rooms lor privates,
cach to accommodnte twenty-{ive, a2 ruard-room, & beke-housa, two
rooms lfor the commissariat store-kecper, a room for hospital, 2
surgery, &n orderly room, stablez, 534 feet by 18 ft, wide, and

Continued. o

TR
i e

barrack was bad Irom a military point of view,
since it was overlooked from the other side of the river, and toco
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Captain J. Alexander, aide-de-comm to the Governor, was one of those who felt

keenly the need for more cefensible architecture in the area. On 12th August

1835 he wrote a oport to the Governor which the latter caused to be publish-

ed (together with his oun admoniticn to the settlers to take the advice serious
ly) as a supplement to the 'Grahamstown Jourmal' (August 20th, 1835; No.191)
Plate 96.% The editor of that newspaper further recomnended the article with
the comment that 'It is Jjust as easy to erect a dwelling capable of being de-
lended as it is to construet it in such a way as to tempt ... the commission
of outrage. One of the best preventive measures against agrression is to

show that you are prepared to resist it.!

Alexander's provocative thoughts drew an Immediate response from George
Gilbert; then one of the most distinguished bullding contractors in the
Colony, who wrote to the Governor describing the design of his own house
{afterwards built near Fort Beaufort and named 'Sephton Manor'). This the
Governor also caused to be published, both in the 'Crahamstown Journal! (of

10th Septenber, 1835) and as a Govermment Notice (Plate 97).

- -

In spite of continued nstive incursions, there were, prior to 1835, re=
markably few examples of fortifications of any kind in this exposed {rontier
area. Apart from the fort and blockhouse at FPort Elizabeth, erccted in 1799
(Chapter 3), there were, in the whole fastern Province, no more than a dozen
stone-built, defensible forts, all but cne or two of which were simple rectane

rular enclosures of low loop-holed walls.®

For the rest, the defences of the
frontier had frequently been referred to as inadequate and defective, consio-
ting es they did ofi forts comprising a few thatched lmts, Larricaded by walls

of pointed poles. (e.z. Rev. John Ayliff in Godlonton's "Memorials of the
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a meg-zine'. (0fficial report oi 1826, quoted by lory,I11,178.

et seq.)

Fort Willshire became the locus ol a grect trading fair with the
natives, =zt which many of the cettlers cerried on a lucrative

British Settlers', 19)

trade in ivo skins, cattle and sheep.) Though this kind of fortification was patently inadequate against the
3 * P 4 ! £
tte use of fortiiications ir Luropean waria ad sl died : : . s \
Tﬁvtu?ﬁ.th t;,‘j FiJmi.,lt;f. zhch.‘rrowr‘f of cx:-i‘ioi‘ﬁc{k §.n ‘.gglgi “itge — assegals and fire-bronde of the raiding hordes, 1t was all most of the garrisons
4 | - X ng gro i LS LS =) - - w3 iz Led L T its & p
entury. Put against the natives on the eastern ‘rontier of the _ ’ _ -
gape Goio*y 4 ﬁhaﬁllwd e th&y"wirc“in theLar-ts of aperessive had to protcet them, and it wms also employed, after 1219, for the defence works

. £ iy - » - P - - ST ~f - _}'- 4
- i traditional fortificeticns remained eifective for many of Mission Stations, such as Theopolis, which John Campbell described very pre-

Vearse
cisely in his diary:

e _ e e £ = - - A '... in conseguence of the repsatcd attacks of the Caffres they resolved to

1, John Campbell 'Dicry of Travels in South Africal’,238. “r‘“"l":i; Pub, fortify a plece of ground to which thewomen and children c-—::ulgy fly for refuge
Lib. ) and where all their cattle and sheep could be taken when in danger of bel g

2, H.Lichtenstein '"Travels in Southern Africa'.(London,1212), 253. carried off. For this purpose they surrounded about a square acre of ground

Compare this description with thet of Farewell's house =t Port with strong palisades 7 or 8 fee«t high - these being chieily conposed of

Natal (D'Urban) in July 1820 '... #ithin the fort he kecps his what they call the Cafire tree, are growing and send forth shoots which will

cattle, of whiech he has a good stock. It is of =z trianpular render it more impencetrable and likewlse permanent, as the ends stuck in the

form - at each ancle one run is to Le placed. The house iz bullt ground will not rot like other timber - as each post is two or three inches

of wood, tbout cixty feet by twanty, and has six telerably good sgpsrate they can lire through betwen them with their muskets... they have

omSs.s! (C.Thompson 'Travels' 1827, /ppendix V) form 2 projection from the middle of e=ach side from which they can fire upon
_ such as may advance up to the lortilication.’

[ L -
o ATrEea ' b
1% - 4

It is noteworthy that the plan adopted by this palisade was basically that

of uellington Barrack, recomqended by Alexander for adoptlon by the farmers.

Yet another of Alevander's proposals, that of erecting defensive sod walls
around the farmhouses, had bewn anticipated years earlier by the {rontler Doers
before the rreat depredaotions of the secord decade of the century hed drivem
them from the area, Lichtenstein, who visited the Eastern Cape in 1803, des-

eribed

'.ee the precavtions which had been taken against the inroads of the Caifres.
They eonsisted in high earth walls, run up 2ll around the house =2t 2 distame
of five or six feet from it : at the four corners were a sort of tower with
port holes far guns, resembling basticns, which gave the whole the appearance
of a fortification: the opening oyposite the house door could in time of
danpger be barricaded. Many farmer: by this kind of fortification saved
their HousSeSeees’ <~

(1 !

mrmmfmr“—*:T L LLL

such a defensive system appesrs to have existed around Cawood's Post, with

strengthened stone embrasures at the corners, Doubtless earthen or sod walls,

93. View of Kaffir Drift Post, 95. Original plan of Lomhardls ; i
contemporary drawing, Post (from the Title Deed Sur- temporary or permanent, were employed on an oxtensive scale around Ifarmhouses
(Albany Museum). vey)e

fortified after 1235, but many of them were mresumably renlaced in time with
94, Kaffir Drift - gketch “rom 835, y e 1 y rer -
F. RO{'Q'B Journalo (S..ﬁ upn.[-.).
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EUPPLEMENT TO THE «GRAHAM'S TOWN JOURNAL”™

ON THE MEANA OF DETENDING PARM-HOUSES
Thr follocing aheercations, comtaining 2ary,
r.ﬂ:mp_ Un.r'.!‘ effectice methodn of defending
arin Mowses agaiest  Rarages and other
Rallwee, are mas -
the Crocernar and Commander in Chicf to the
attention aud ebserrance of il the Frontier
Farmers.

Graham's Tawn, 1364 Angust, 1835,
By His Excelloncy’'s Cammand,
W. SMITH,
Arting Gaet. Ser, in atteadance.

1 nf the lute Kafir [rrapiion, it

0% the scexy
re ifiet vhe §
rampletely viken by surprise—nane of them
having ever mwde any preparstions for defending
theit dwelpnge nganat & sudden inewrsian of wm
seuve enciny, Vel such precautiony are evet e
ceRsary in gouniried so wiealed, snd were secord.

pogle obeerved, al no diweny dete, by the British |
Bettlers in Armerica, and aleo by the Datch Furmere|

in Soath Afrca,

After the dewrly banghy experiesce of the im.
propi ty of constructing dwelliogs, in the neigh
bourhos! of sava with ae better menns of de-
Peadins them to ba foond in Carm hodses in
the maother country, 12 behoves the Seutlers of
Albpny and Somersect to Ay some aliention te ihie
various simple mieans—affeadod with amafl srpease
—which »ifl enntsle n fow resolute men 1o defend
themselera for m can-i i T URTE
tude, whether civilized or barharian. The means
for duing this nd every where, and doubi-
Tess their application has ooly to be pointed oul ta
be readily adapted.

While the goversment ecetablishes additional
posta, and provides & mare anitabile force than foes
merly for the deferee of the Frootier, itis aol un-
reasinabile 1o expect, and-seif-intarest musl ansu-
rediy dictate, that the colonisry will ales aasist to
defend their swn propesty by fartifying theic hogses
i a simple menner,  They witl thus leseen the pro-
bahulity of wnother [reoption, by shewing the savn-
gon that they are ot slumbeting, as hidierta, in
fancied security, Lat are prepared Lo repel treacher-
ous and wnproavoked aguresyont ] wad  let  the
Frootier bie whes (U aray, sueh measures are indis-
pensable Lo see
=yt quile ad

ate ton the plunder and murder of
& family —mny, w such a coun ub any tine, pene
tra e many s bevand auy given Troutier line,

The followiaz are amang the simple, clieap, and
ready, modesof defensive building ebove adverted
toi—

After the Feench acquired Ca mada, heir sy=tem
of defeies ag st the fudians was an casy sl a
wost elficiud one, A foriiti-d ehureh wan placed
in the centre of m small steict, {see & mgram
sobjuined)  awd  from it the farms radiated

When the Tndians sitacked any part of the focstion

the nlarm bell was rang; the seclers immediately
repaired to their railying
whenee, in & bady, they wore able to act with effect

o the enemy.

For bousea alrealy built, (1ee sketeh,) the addic e

! id give n
tion of & porch on the frany and back would g
dnirurtiw\gﬂrnl‘i-\.guﬁre- slong the prineipal walle;

while the windaws of the grousd oot in the gables

dsched o, and oue leit open sbore, wouid:
el it the exterior 1o be defended with-
A+ houses are now
i i y obliged to go

1t on the froatier, Whe inmaten kre obliged b
:::-ide 10 Gre with any eficel, thus expesing thems

enable all pars of :
out exposng the defenders,

pelves 1o grent personal sud unnecessary risk,

¢ gegingt the fire d u
To weare the roafl -.:u:’t:;:h:l;zﬁ:rt:r;z u.u‘d :: not veqaired : & loop holed wall 10 feet high sur-

kinzles, cen be rounds the yard, with towers at the angles, of ite
e; ‘:;-’,:,'c.c;n‘v the line so broken as lo give s flankiog fire. Fiting
covered with plates of this metal iy [fom & winnow exposes the person; while laop

g ; cd
mpormnt poiat,  Thatch or
:hr?‘{(onl-.-er,_ W niles, o Rafirboom
olitsined. Thete ix alsa abundan:
coloayy u roef
nel cxpeasiv
thateh,) and € .
1 o e mated

{ wsuramce is aleo ta B . .

;u.t‘\ri per ceal iy charged, for thaich Lae

(i lamn it i cven leys w0 tha

oitiers an the Eastern Fraoie |

1—the church: from

[he diforencs |
'E:u siue rt::'. deeling; the best for a farm house sre thise on the

No. 181 [Grars.

" If «od walls, six feet high, were to be built
tound farm hooess, and at a litie distance from
them, with an intenior step 10 enabie ooe to fire aver
| the wull, wnd e exteriue ditch all rouwnd, farms

carnestly recommenided by | waonld be rendered as secure as military fGeld woiis

asaaliy are.
For s eattle kraal, not lisble (5 be set on Ere, a
ruiked pulpil or seairy-bos {see skeich) in the cenire,

ar at the cate of the kraal, is the best manner of de-
feouding it.  The rai.ed seniry box is thus construct-
&l :—Faur staul trees are cut to the length of 21
Linto the ground, 8 feet apare, mad §9 feet
| ground. Al the height of 12 leet there is 2
| platform of boughs bound to the 4 posts by thongs
| of learher; on this one or more sentvies stand, de-
| fended from the'weather by a slight roof, and from
bullets or ansegais by hide or other side screens,

A uaelnl levson may be learnt from the Kafirs
themsilves for the defence of kranls. They keep
one or more |arge bundles of dry mountain-grass
near their kranls,and whea danger is supposed 1a be
near, te bundle is liglited 5 it buros for & conaider-
| abie time, throwing & brilliant light for many yards
round, and discovers the enemies,

The Cossack look out houses on the north wide
of the Caucasus, to cbserve the approach of an
|encny during the day, are merely platforms raised
Loa posts.  Fo this couniry cattle gimaing in the feld
would be tolerably secure, if look-out-houses of
turl or posts were constructed at different command-
ing peints on & farm, while siznals might be made
Iy blowing horns, smoke, &e.

The most economicsl way for rendering a house
defeasitile i building it on the Spamish plan, that

o wince a amall party of savages |13, of 2 ur more stones, (see aketch) the lower are

locrupind by horses; sccess is got to the npper by &
woaden atair, which can easily be withdrawn ; while
& vermudal projecting from tha first floor gives a
vectical fire ; thos man and borse are secured uo
der gue roof,

In Persiathe mills at & distance from the village are
cuch provided with a tower (seesketch) 30 feet high,

| (like one of the ancient peel houses an the borders
al nd and Scotlund). Intu this the miller and
iz men retire whea the mill is suacked, and from
o ate able to fire with effect on the sssailan's.  The
towr is geoerally at a liule distance in froat of
the mills

The plan of the new ¢ Wellington Barrack” (see
sketch)is excellent; for thus every barrsck or house

may be made & stroag post: between every window
in a luop-hole, closed with an ireide shuiter when

ho'es between the windows secure the defenders.
Hend grenades are of great use in defending =

' petcussivn prisciple.  The grenade is purgounded

) .
with sirong paper, (see sheich) tied, 10 make itres

semble a shuttle cock ; itisthen filled two-thirds with
powder,—the orifice ia closed with a cork covered
with paper; through w hole in the cork {ahen ibe
zrenade is required for wee) & nail is imrodoced,
thicker in the middie than at the ends, lo prevent
its falling out; on the point of the nul s a percus~
sioncap, I the grenade in held np by the ends of
the paper and dropped from s window, the head
af the nail inwariably strikes the ground, whilst the
cap inside ignites the powder, and the grenade geou-
rally bursts in 15 or 20 picces. A box aof thess
grenades, or of the common grenades, with fazees,
were recommended for thie defence of firms in lres
tand, and were found of considerable service.

The bell moathed blunderbuss, or a musket, load=
ed with loopers or slugs ubove the bail, are excel-
lent weapous to be used at the loop bolcs, and for
short distances.

Asin lndia, hedges of oloes and prickly pears
might be introduced here, with excellent effect an
defences, an they grow rendily snd cannot be barnt
own. A careful might-waich, sssisied by dogs,
ought never to be dinpensed with, Wita thess aud
other simple means of defence, the enlerpiming
[ farmers of the Frostier will labour in pesce, sheep
in security, and with the ansiatuvce of the regulae
force, defend their property agsinatall ho -tla'lr inro de.

Graham's Town, 12th August, I835.

A —
Egteacts [rom English Pxpees.

Cape Papers have been received 1o the Sth of
February. Tuc msccounta by them are sitogether
favourable, and the alarm in some mesaure had
subsided. The Sourh African Adverpiscer of the 4 h
says, * Nointelligence had beeu received from the
Frontier since the Just post, ‘Thovgh the slarm bhas
aow nearly subsided, the public cught not to expret
immediae trunguility, ner,if the war be capivd
inta the enemy’s country, uniform wecess,” At
Brainijes Hoogte, on the 21at of Jsnuury, the in=
nahitants had enjuyed perfect tranguility for several
fuys, and the enemy had not mtempted to croms toe
rreat Fish River above the farm of Pierre Gousen,
Some Kafirs coutinued in possession of tha foresta
w the vicinity of Kega Ec:g, but the crops snd
nuildinge on the Mankazana had net been destroyed,
wnd some of the intabiants who fed from the
enemy were relurning — Patriof, 15tA April.

WEWS NDWwW WNEWS!

Advices have been received from the Caps of
Good Hope 1o the 21st of February. They con-
firm the previoms information of the successlel
operstions of the military and the Burgher furces
in expelling the Cuffren from the colony. I is
stated that some lime since the chiels of the fribes
beyoud the fronties complained to the Colonisl Ges
vernment that hundreds of the colonisis had in-
vaded their couniry and wer sing it desolate.
The reply was, that the Colonial Guvernment did
not sppeove of sach conduct, but ¢ uld pol pre-
veot it, a1 the jurisdietion of the Courts did not
extend beyond the boundary. This, it is ssseried,
was one ag the principal causes which bure led 1o
the incursion of the savages. The efforta of the
troops in driving the Cadires inte their own terrnis
tory had been most suceesaful, and with compara-
tively little loss of life. A party of lmﬁa ned
burghers lad pursued the Chief Eno and his fol-
lowers and completely deolmzod them, Eno him=
self only piog death by disg is g bi if v
| his daughter’s dress, while she puton her father's,
[Klrma received three shot wounds before her sex
was discovered. A Goverament netice had besn
jsqued detsiling the movements of Col. Somerset
and Major Cox, in clearing the colony of the Caf-
fres, wnid confirming the sdhesion of the Chiefs
Pato, Cobus, and Kamp, to the colony, The war
wat, s foct, af an end l=Ibid, 20k April

BARBADOGES.

Advices have been received from Barbadoss,
which contain a despatch sent from the Colasial
Office 1o the Governor, tespecting the making »
provisicn fur the muintessnce of the children whom
the uegtnes were anwiliiog Lo pul spprentices. The
despatc hie an follows, und is couched in somawhst
stioug language :—

“ Downing-streel, Jan., ), 1835,
uyp,~1I received your despaich, dated the 30ch
of Sepiember last, enciosing & copy of the message
which vou seut to the Council and Assmbly of
Barbudors, respectiog  the provisiom which youm
thought in desiratile 1o have n_:dc for the support
of young childres, whem thcir parssts mizht bs

96,

97,

Suprlement to the 'Craham's Town Journal' 20th

August, 18355,

Page from the 'Graham's Town Journal' of 10th

dJeptomber, 1835,

A —liakl,
B - Brdrossy,
C—Suae,

GOVERNMENT NOTICE. ¢
ITH reference 10 the observations en 1l
Defenee of Farm Housen published in the
Journal of the 20th ult , His Excellency the Gover |
nor and Communder in-Chief hus since been favored |
with the fillowing letter, enc'osing end describin |
the plag ol ' farm house, which sppeare 1o im wt |
wnce su simple, practicable aml sBectial, that he s
induecd 10 recommend it 10 the witention of the
fionticr famgners.
Uraliam's Tawn, 3rd September, 1835, |
By His Escelleney’s Command, |
(Signed) W. SMITH, !
Acting Gov. 8ec. in ut endanre, |
To Flis Excellency Mujir-General Siv Bersa- |

s D Unnan, Governor of the Cupe of

Good Hape, §o. §e, . |

* Yuur Excellency having been plensid to recom-
mend Lo the frontier farmers certain plans for the
buiiding  and nnprovine of their inuses, 50 as to
ennble them 10 defend the same withnat inenrring |
risk of hfe from the witack of the Kafir savages
or rohlers ;

* | boy leave to enclose a plan of n farm-hoase
snd krsale, which had been designed by mea to be |
huilt on & farm near Fort Besufort, just before the
eommencement of the M.fr lrraption; and whieh, |
wn a0on #s circommtances will permit, 1 toatend to
earry into execotion. Il e should meet wirh |
your spprobation, as one warihy of being acted |
wpon by my fellow eo'enias, 1 oshall feel grear
pleasire in offcricg my mite for the pnbilie welfire |

" Flhe plan, ss desgned, is ennable of being ox
terded or diminishied, <o as 10 meet the fivancey ot
the farmer. I ts alse adapted (or the remidenes ol |
twn foiies 5 and it might alee be canstrocted with
equnl protection, by oy buibding the front and
back walla of i1, as, i many istaners, the houge,
avcording tw the plan, would be too lurge and ex
PI'I“('E.

“* The sub division of the sheep and cattle kraal-
is not necessary de be shewn, but the commiunicus
tion from the kiachen 1o the cat:le kraal is b
satle. fram the  lidenwean of e bour anbking
tnkes plare, which opeeation muy 1hus Le earriod |
oa in wifery, aiter the krual gates nre well fastened, |

“ The roofs wre intended 1 be covered winh p per,
menore 2akv of being kept in Fopair noid pver the
roven A, will be the  granuy, aceessible fraom the
roam by @ atep ludder,  The glass wind aws to hav
shutters owside, and bars ol dron fixed in the
frame.  Th= doore also to have bara 0] non geroass
ineide, and the loop-hules to be provided with a
frame and shatier 1o rach, Yuilvin the wall,

“ Fhe walls misy be budt i sod, stone, or brick,
us may be moacovvenieat, The house may abo
be huili twe staries high.

I have, &c
GEORGE GILBERT."

|

(Rizned)
24 h Augost, 1875
© Sre Shetek hefow. )

DISTHICT GItUERS.

[Py t L |
i F.—"atile htusd Edited, Printed and Publighed By the Proprieior
— I iteLivh, G cliveys, do. o1 Msunanr, High streed, Grahan's Towen,
} N Cape of i ud Hope,



98, Fort Willshire, original design.
99, Fraser's Camp Tower,

100 Trumpeterts Drift Fort.
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There is no record of 'Sephton Manor! Leine attacked in e
18L6 war, but in 1852 Gilbert w s forced to 2bandon it with
a fight after he had bLeen deserted by all his servents. In
Jeptember of that year a colusm of Highlanders rested at the
Yorm, and found that the house had been sacked and turned out,
(Cory: ‘Rise of South Airvicat', V, 332,406)

=

€
+ 0

out

-

Archdeacon Merriman visited the house Just before its desertion,
and described it as 'more like a fortress than a private dwell-
ing' and observed that the tower was ‘armed with three pieces of
small cannon, not for omament ... but for use; a wooden barri-
cade before the entrance." (Passages of missionary 1ife from

the Journals of ven. arch. Merriman®, London, 1853, 102).
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18L6 war, but in 1852 Gilbert w s forced to tlenden it witlout
a fight alfter he had been deserted by all his servants. In y
September of that yesr a colwmn o! Highlenders rested at the

2 . : : the 1 holed stone walliig so much in cevidence now, and the remainder have
frrm, and found that the nouse had been sacked and burned out. " isap-hol & v oy c

(Cory: ‘Rise of south Airdect, V, 332,406) decayed and been washed or ploughed away.

Archdeacon Mervimen visited the house Jjust bLeflore its desertion, ‘ * : e & 3
and described it as "more like a fortress than a private dwell- herever stonc fortificatiocns ozcur on farmhiouses in the Albany area they
i res piesces of

St nnd Aha s ovemeee speses Pawnmend] coldia +1 =
ing' and observed that the tower was Yarmed with thre: " .
small cemnon, not for ormament ... but for use; & wooden barri- can usually be datod to the post-1835 period. They renge in tyvpe from simple
cade before the entrance.' (Passages of missd ife from

the Journals of ven. arch. Merrimor ar:don 853 102 walled enclosures for cattle and sheep adjoining the houses (with loopholes

spaced at regulor intervals along the stonowork walls), to claborate hilltop
fortresses embracing house, borns, lookout towers and kraals such as 'Oerville
Fark! arxd "Sephton Manor'. In between the two extremes are a large variety

of fortificd houses, towers and defensible farmyards of which only the more

remarkable are cited balow,

P ot oo 3 Gird®
l Bodilorivte s gotdossntsn s
L LA -voo;d'fsw-'-«/

George Gilbert appears to have bepun the construction of *'Sephton lManor!
(Flate 101) soon after the publication of his letter in Sept. 1835. In apite
of subseguent alterations it is today preserved in a form substantially like
that of the plan and elevation in Plate 97, the main difference being that
the stoep-kamer walls are not splayed outwards as sihowm on the plan and that

an entablature has been added to them, probsbly by Gilbert himself (the verandeh

is considerably later in style). The loorliwles between the windows have Leen
plastered over on the outside in recent yecars, but are preserved, comnlete with

&

thelr neatly moulded doors, on the inslde.

The most interesting fe:sture of the farm is the addition to the sheep
and cattle kraals adjol ing the side of the house of a very large sguare
defensible farmyard the full width of the house and its two kraals. mto
this fortified enclosure open all t e farm buildings and the vhole is sure
rounded by an elght-foct stone wall with loorholes pierced through it at
r gular intervals {(Plate 105). At a short distance {rom the house is the

double-storeyed lockout tower (Plates 102-4 which is also loop-holed on both
1

levels, and has on the top a flat signal platform.
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The first of the signal station bloclkhouses w's Fraser's Camp,
erectod in 1835 (Plate 99). Others included Tiect Appel's Tower
and the Jlatelitower -t Pecddie (18L1). Simmal Towers and tlock-
houses of this type were petterned on those which formed a

of the military framework of de! ence on the Indlan lorth-iWest
Irontier. It is intercating to notlice how often this type re-
curs at the Cape : first in 1795, under General Craig, and at
Algoa Day in 1799. Then there is a considerable gap during
which nothing quite approaching the bilockhouse was Lulld in the
Colony, until the end of the 1835 wsr, when ['Urban embarked

on & policy cf erecting them. In lﬁhé an even more concerted
attempt to tuild up a sirnal system dependent on blockhouses

as instltuted by Sir Peregine Mepitland, when such landmarks

as Govarnor's lop and Botlds Post Towers were crected (211 still
relatively well-preserved). Unfortunately, the sipnal station
scheme was a failure owing to the prevalence of mist in the
iresz, Hlockhouses ~ of a form which had hardly changed at all
in over a luwndred vears = were resorted to acain in both the
Zulu Ver of 1879 end the Boer War, when they were bullt in many
outlyins parts o! South Airica.

106, Tower of Double Drift Fort.
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Comminicsation between these widely separated farms and military posts on
the frentier was considered one of the major problems of the defensive syatem

at that time. It wns probably no coineidence that the Governor's aide-de~camp

-advised the s ettlers to construct simal towers at the same time as the policy

of building blockhouses at the military forts wes instituted. A good examrle
of the latter may be seen at Fort Drown, and beuwrs a close resemblance to the

1

'*Serhton Manor' type (Flate 111}, The farm "Ducklands' close to Fort Browm

also has a detached double-storeyed fortified tower on the same pattemm.

L curdiously annotated copy of the 'Craham's Town Journal' for 10th Sept.

1835 exdsts in the Cory Library (Plate 97). On the elevation of the desisn for

Gilbertt's fortified farmhouse is drawm & castellated tower in pencil, snd the
inseription "the proposal 7 will t?ke out the slope of this tarrace 7 and
make it shew only a horizontal line', referring to the need to make some cone
cession to the line of the roof of the other stoep~kamer in the otherwise sym-
metrical facade. The interest of this document is heiphtened by the pencil
inseription at the bottom: *Flan and elevation of Mr. Gilbert's louse - 1lst

Stage' .

wWhatever the meaning of the conflieting evidence about 'Sephton Manor!
itself, one thing is certain: here was a design, and an early one, for a loock=-
out tower as an integral part of a farmhouse. To find a contenporary example
of this design we need go no Further than twenty miles to the south of

Gllbhert's farm.

"Heatherton Towers'!, as its name suggests, had not one but two such corner
towers, in place of 'stoepkamers', on & plan which otherwise is substentially
thot of Gilbert's (Plates 109, 110). Indeed, the design of the towers is very

similar to that on the enigmatic drawing.



1., It was built by Mr. Arthur Douglas, =any years later the CHE ARCEI FoCTURE
author of "Ostrich Farcing in South Africa'. London, 1081,
vho proudly illustrated the house in the tackpround of one
of the plates in his took.
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"Heatherton Towers', on the evidence of the present owncra; was actually
2e Tofsigzthgw -’-”gu gl*;l“&irggtnfggtﬁa‘i ‘;2;‘3”1];‘" f;isig.”“’s“ly bullt during 1835, the former homestead having been totally burnt out in the
last days of 183#.1 The present building probebly incorporates some of the old
walls, but the whole concept of the desipgn is gquite different from anything of
the pre-1235 period. By lar the most prominent feature of the exterior are the
magssive loopholes and prejecting castellated balustrading to the flat signal
platiorms at the top of the towers. These towers are accessible only [rom in-
alde the house, and the roof platiorms by ladders from the rooms below. The
windows of the main house had heavy solid internal shutters, which could be

tarred in a closed position, and were provided with vertieal firing slits.

The back of the house was entirely enclosed by outbuildings and barns to
present a blank solid stone wall to the attacker, broken only by the regular

rows of loopholes. And then, as a [irst line of delence, the entire home and

its outbuildings, yards and kraals, were enclosed by a magnificent loopholed

stone wall, for some parts of its length more than ten feet high.
107,106, Interior of Piring Port, s P gt g

with Dooxr closed and opeun. . - :
tHeatherton Towors' belongs to the fortified farmhouse type 'par excellence!,

and there were, by all accounts, many others of the same penre. JSeveral were
illustrated at the time in books and periodicals. & feow survive, generally in

considerably altered form, in various parts of the fastern Province.a

Scattered in the area between 'Heatherton Toweras' and 'Sephton Manor'!, i.e.
the region which was rendered more sccure and hence desirable as a result of
she military measures taken after the war of 183&-5; there remain today a num-
er of megnificent houses of which the finest is 'Stoneyfields' (Plates 116-122)
111 of these houses were fortified to a greoter or a lesser extent. Most of

shem had small walled-in back courtyards on to which the dairy and sheds opened,
md which provided sheltered davlighting to the rooms. The result was that on







'Stouneyfieldet.

112, From the South Bast, 113, From the Soutnh Vest,

1. James Welton (‘'Homesteads & Villages oi South ifrica', () des-

eribes how one of these formhouses, *Rictio tein', was celended
by a high wall

z1so from the front by a large kraal surrounded
rlerced with defensive openings.
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three sides of the house there were zisolutely no visible windows, the enly
openings being o rare loop-hole and the heavy door into the yard. Om the
fourth side, the front, the windows were reduced to a minimum both in number

and size, and heavily shuttered on the inside.

Parallel to the main block of the house, and thirty or forty paces from
it, was the long range of the barm, stables and farm sheds, which sometimes
returned down one side of the larmyard to form an L-shaped block. This was oriqrolly
linked to the house by walls, six to eight feet high, bLroken occasicnally by
the vertical slits of the loop-holes. The space enclesed served both as a

larmyard and as a kraal for the livestock in times of emerfency.l

The front of 'Stoneyfields! was treated as a raised rectangular level
garﬁen; 1aid out in the formel Italian manner then so fashionable (Plate 120).
The marden is commected visually with the house by means of a veranda; which
appears on inspection to be contemporary with the original building. The
peculiarly precisc mouldings of the veranda bargeboard are typical of the late
elghteen thirties, and may be scen on many other farmhouses in the arez, some
of which, like Robert Godlonton's house 'Hammonds', a neighbour of Gilbert's, o'’
have original verandas doting from this period. At 'Stoneyfields' we see the
peculiar marringe of the inglish farmhouse with the Porturuese-imerican colon-
izl tradition. IJeen from one sidc-it is indubitably the first, from the other
very much the sccond, yet the blend of the two has been effortlessly and grace-
fully achieved.

Moving further south, to the arca of the first gsettler locations, we f?nd
one of the most elaborate of ell the defended fermhouses in 'S:rville Park?,

nesr the coast (Plates 123-1%LL). Like most of the farmhouses extensively forte



114, Plan of 'Stoneyflelds?, as it exists,
The barns were apparently linked to
the house by stons walls which have
since baen demolished for ihelr
matarial. The areas shaded dark are
latzr additions,

115, 'Stoneyfielda‘®. The house from
the farmyard.
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tStoneyfields'.
116+ The house from the farmeyard.
117+ The back of the barns.




'Stoneyfields’,
118, Ceneral view from the lorth Yeat,
119, The front of the house,

120, The fireplace in ar outside roowm.

121, The symmetrical patteru of the fiower
bede end paths in the front garden,

122, The bouse from the Scuth Dagt,



1. This stone was Bathurst limestone, which =may he seen in the
tower of the present Grahamstowm Cathedral, .

2+ Coldswmints "Chroniecle', ed. Una Long. 1:122.

30 Anoa.

. . . - = St - e I R - %
*Four Months in the Cape Colony'. London, 18456, 32,

‘Bervills Park'.
123, Cenersl Viev from the north,
124, The barn and the entrance to the farmyard,
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ified at this time, "Barville Park' is largely built of stone. Goldswain
informs us that, immediately =iter the cessation of hostilities in 1335,

there was a treat cale for free Stone my Uuarey being the onley Free Stone
quarrey in this part of the cuntrey and in culler it is much like the Bath
Stone onley thear 1s verey hard semes in it so that the toles will flie one
laer off of it.l The quarrey was found on a level {lat so thot when you have
taken one laer off it is qguit level anof for a house {loer. The laers of store
veres in thickness from one inch up to two f{eet: ... this stone is yoused for

'8 "Barville Fark! wvas built

building Tomb head Stones and Colloms, €tCe sssee
of this same stone, a vein of which extends along the coast and periodically
outcrops on the coastal farms. In this case it ic not the iarmhouse itself
whrich is fortified. That is a double-storeyed building with a character so
remarkably similsr te the farmhiouses of Cumberland and Horthumberland that

one is left in no doubt as to the origins of its builder, if not of its awmer.
But entirely surrounding the house, and always at some distance from it, was

a2 defensive wall originally «ix to eight fect high, enclosing the farmyard,
barns and outbuildings, and, it aprears, a water storage tank or well of con=
siderable size. The entrance to this enclosure was delended by a doublew-
storeyed barn, in the posltion recommended for the sentry-box in Alexander's
article. Besidos belng loop~-hnled on both {loors, this barn had 2 projecting
loading platform on the urper leovel which may have besn intended to allow
raking Tire dowun the wall across the gate in the manner mentioned by Alexander
when describing his 'Spanish house'! type of defence. (The problem of fire-
proofing the original thatched roofs of the Luildings was probably solved in
the manner obuerved by 2 visitor in the Baviaans wvalley:'the roof was rendered

fireproof with sods. 1)

The homestead a2t "Uarville Park' is sitvated on the top of a gently slop-

ing hill, and dominates Lhe surrounding countryside from what is obvious-









'Barville Park!?,

126, The fammbuildings end their welled encloeure from the
northe-eapgt,

127. GCenerszl view,
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129.
130,

131,
132,
133.

'Barville Park',

The interior of a cerner bastion,

The farmhouse seen from outside the fertlifi-
cetions, with & bastlion in the foreground.

A bastion, detail,

The cattle yard befors restoration,

The loophcled wall of the cattle yard.
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tBarville Park!

window,

134.
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ly the most stystesie position in the ares. Adjoining 1t on the ridge of the
hill, but slightly below the larmyard, is the ¢attle kraasl, in the same re-
latlionship o the Iirst enclosure as the toiley had to the motie in a lorman
castle. The lraal was swrounded with higher and sironger walls than the
farmyesrd, -~ onec arrociates the extreme difficulty of delending such & great
pariphery with only a few nen. The walls wore loopholod 8o a3 to provide a
“line of [ire down the slope of the hill. 7o obtain [Manting fire elaborate

rapezoidal shaped embrasures mprojectod out in the centre of the long sides

'Barville Perk', of the overall plen, irom the wall separating the krael from the forayard;

138, The facade of the house, these embrasures covld thus be used to delend both the cattle and the farmyard
139. The interior of the house before restorstion, 1
i from attock.

From a distance the whole group scems o Lreast the crown of the hill
like a ship riding the swell, while as 2 self-gontained fortress it menases
te borrow soncthing of the charm of its reat ancestors in Burope and the

Midaile Bacte.

Horth of "Barville Park' lics *Lombard's Post?, not a farnhouse in the

striect conse of the word, but a gurrison post on a farm with more of the
charactor of a fortified dwelling rlace thon the more easterly bRlocklwuses

(Plates 145-152). Part of ita unusual cherscter may bo due to its hlstory,

for Lombard's Post was {irst established in 1812 on a spot a2 few hundrod

"
yords below the survivins buildings (Flate 95), end wes originally pranted

l. _F.:fl-'.‘.‘l“-? '.;_‘.'._.: g rataiar 11.. .‘__:_""L:-'.. rajeranne
tuck Ademg? (A.Cordon-Droun
_ )

fiieh suzrests

to tho officer of the sarrison in Crobhamolown as 2 28I

records. Ve After the 1835 Jar the post was retuilt on its present ait.ea arxl a
25‘?-?62 - - - . -t - -
permanent sarrison of 20 men and 25 horses established therc, Sogether with
Pe SelOISG=Joned,

their officare, more as a police force to seocur the surrounding serub than for
3« 1tdd,
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140.

141.
142.

143.
144.

tiarville Park!,
139.4. (Left;. Plans of the house.

{ibove). Interior of the living
room before restoration.

The fireplace in the living room.
The enclosed stalroase leading
up to the bedrooms.

The dining room fireplace.

The purlour (?) fireplace.
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defence. The swrviving group of buildings comprises the barracks, with accom-
modation for liorses and men, ond the oificers! and N.C.0.%'s houses. The famr
main buildings are arranged in a roughly polygonal plan, with linking walls
taking the shortest distance between them, and enclosing a central rustering
yard which was reasonably defensible - though from the accessibility of the

houses this does not scem to have been regarded as a matter of preat moment.

It remains to discuss a number of prepossessing farmhouses built on the

old Settler road betweun Port Elizabeth and Graohamstowm. This was an area

which, lying closc and sheltered by Grahamstown, always felt more protected
145. 'Lombard's Fost'., Cemerel viev. (Model by C.Herdsen). from Xaffir attack than the rest of the district. It was also & region which
146. 'lomberd's Fost', The Berrscks, quickly became wealthy following the early experiments with sheep-rearing,

iiere were built a group of houses which resembled much more closely the
fadionable Regency country hovses of tngland than the architecture of the rest
of Albany district. It is cbvious that more emphasis was placed on style and
elegance in them than on strict suitability to purpcse, andfﬁg monegy was

spared in their construction.

P

'Sidbury Park', the first and largest of these houses, is supposed by
tradition to have Leen built by the men of the party of Lieut., Daniel, E.N.
(who had brought out 32 settlers at his own expense in 1820, and was respon-
sible for the foundation of the village of Sidbury, and the aection of the
church)s At least a part of the house dates from the twenties. Some of the
work is said to have heen done by Hottentot labnur.l But it is clear that a

certain amount of subsequent alteration and extension tock place, the house

=2 - probably achieving its presemt form in the late thirties (Plates 153-164).

1, W.Cain Lanhem. 'In the Lend of the Settlerst, 275, It has a symmetrical double-storeyed lacade, with an esrly verands, behind



147. (Opposite)., 'Lombard's Post' from below.
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151, The interior of the lowver entrance.

'Lombard's Fost'. 149.(left}. The Barrecks, exterior.

148, (Opposite). ‘pprosching the group,from 150, (Above), The Barracks. Fireplace in . ‘:&:}dgl;flumhomlozkgr;gg;l(Eea}t;;ad'tnimo?
oil, # v .

above, a guardroom,



'8idbury rark'.
153. Froc: the south-eist,

154, Froa the north-espt.
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which lie no less than eighteen rooms, two of them parlours with fine woodwork
and (originally) moulded plaster ceilings. There was also a large ballroom
above the kitchens in a back wing. That some measure of protection was felt
necessary is witnessed by the enclosed farmyard behind the house, the out-

buildings veing linked to the main block by high stone walls,

At 'Hilton', a neighbour of 'Table Farm' near Grahamstown, Liecut.Cummings

built the magnificent double-storeyed bow-fronted house which has survived to

the present day (Plates 165~173). 'Hilton' was only one - the best preserved -

of a number of bow-fronted farmhouses which once graced the immediate vicinity
of Grahamstown. Other survivors are 'Belmont' (Plates 36-7) and (probably
dating from this time) 'Fairlawn'. Semi-circular or semi-elliptical bow-fronts
were the helght of architectural fashion throughout the late Georglan period.
{One has only to remember that they were the prominent features of the original
Brighton Pavilion to aprreciate their significance. With their graded eifects
of lizht and shade and their soft forms they did much to introduce a note of
graceful sophistication wherever they were used, and particularly on farmhouses

at the far-distant Cape frontier.

'Hilton' is also remarkable for its complete disdain of attack, no attempt
whatever having been made to protect it, the ground floor windows each having
an area of glass nearly ten feet high by more than four feet wide. There is
not even an enclosed yard to afford shelter at the back of the house. This
seems to offer convineilng proof of the family tradition that the house was

erected before the 1835 War - in 1828 in fact.

Internally 'Hilton' has a splendid oval entrance hall with wall-niches

for decorative sculpture or vases in the best Classical manner, the rooms
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159, Fermycrd, from an upper
window,

160, Moulded plaster cornice,
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are high and spacious, and the staircase one of the most gracious surviving

in the country.

In this house is revealed the changing nature of the times. It looks
optimistically forward to a life of security and grace on the frontier, a
state of affairs that was not destined to be finally realised until after the
War of 1851. And at the same time it looks backward to the elegance of
eighteenth century fngland thirty years and six thousand miles away. It
was an atypical kind of architecture which could not often be repeated, the
last aristocratlic swan-song ol the old order before the new took its place -

a Pl

first the fortified house, and then, as memories of the war of 1835 faded,

Pl

that broad, low, veranda-encircled Colonial building, which to us is the
165, (Opposite), "Hilton!, Ceneral View. epitome of the nineteenth century South African {arm.
166, (4bove), Detall to show eeaves,

167, 8ide vievw,
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CHAPTIRL TEN
THE ARCHITECTURE Ur Tilb BIGHTELH T BHTY SETTLSRS

(2) EARLY TuWN DWELLINGS,

fthree thatched houses and one or two wooden houses brought out from
nglandeeot. S¢ Thomas Pringle described the embryonic town of Fort fliza-
beth when the settlers disembarked there in April 1820.1 A few weeks later
it had changed to '...the populous and somewhat noisy parallelogram of Sett-

].BZ"‘S 1‘°1m|¢¢‘¢

The imsigrants, whose path lay inland, stayed but a few weeks, and were
housed for the most part in tents. But the port had been born, and as suc-

ceeding months brought more transport inte the Bay the town began to grow on

a more permanent, if egqually haphazard, basis: '...[housecs] are up like mush-

1, 'Craig Cottage' by 3.E, Hudson (e.1822) rooms in a night and the Bullding mania pervaded all ranks, some for comfort
showing Denkin's memorial to his wife. : - -
The buildings are probsbly those of the some ior necessity, but more for speculation, the consequence is scarcely one

original militery encampment,(./rchives).
- liouse can be called decent - miserable huts run up without taste or conven-

1. T}’O‘":"‘s,"rin@le Wairative of a desidence in South ience for every lan who has built a Hogstye in England considers himself cap-
ifriea'. London, 1324,

able of planning and erecting a licuse at Fort Llizabeth... Buildings are run-

ning up in every directicn but I am sorry to say without any Idea of Conven-

ience, regularity or stability, a parcel of wmiserable liuts huddled together



le

3

-

Samuel £, Hudson ‘Journal', acce, 2 locunent 8
{thouzht on circumstantial evidence tw have teen
written during 1822, v. Cory 'The Rise of U.A.t
London 191lu=30, 11:205).

tMemorials of the British Settlers' (Grahaastown
1845). Address by LRev. John Ayliff,

tJournal' iLce., 002, Document 8,

CeU. 13;:./65. 1lth Nov,. 1520- F.—;‘-vat‘t, tomuandant .
'eeedn @account of the expenses altending the trans-
port of the .ooden licuses {rom bhere Lo bathurst, the
amount is S0 enormous, even exceeding the price they
are toc be sold for th:t I have directed the Ccmmis-
sary not to send off any until Youwr Lxcellency's plea-
sure is known,... trice for waicia two wooden llpuses
are to be sold £380. GHeguired for their conweyance,
1. waggons at G0 ids. £100.°

T. Pringle 'Rarrative ¢f a Hesidence in South Africa'.
London, 1824,

CeUes 132/51, 1llth Sept. 1820, T. bwvati, Comnandant.

Ceve 132/5%. 1Uth Uct, 1820. 1. Evatt, Comuandant.

It is interesting to speculate wletner this move on
the part of the Colonicsl OUffice was made in the light
of an esarlier, more succeasful experiment, such as the
efabrication of an entire hospital, designed by
Jeffrey ‘yatt (later Sir Jelfrey ' yatg) for erection
at Sydney Cove in 1790. (M, hHerman. Yiarly Austra-
lian 4echitects and their work', Sydney 1654, 8), It
must, ol course, be remembered that the [irst block-
house in Port Zlizabeth had becen jre-fabricated in
Cape Towm,. (Chopter 3.)

C.0, 132/70. 12th Dec. 1320.
C.0. 245/63. 17th jay 1825.
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and gives the Bay much the appesrancge of a Village of better sort of Hotten-

mw...‘.l

The houses which had existed before the settlers came were bulilt of stone
and thatched, and many of the new buildings followed this pattern. Une of
the original buildings, the Comnandant's louse (see Chapter 3 Page 4| and
Plates 2 & 4) was described as still 'the only decent liouse' by Hudson several

years later-.B

The wooden houses menticned by Pringle had been sent out from
England by the Colonial Office and were originally intended for sale tov the
settlers as farm houses. They were pre-fabricated and demountable into
swall sections, but even so the costs of transferring them by ox wagons to the
locations (or even to Bathurst as temporary off{icea and houses for the Drostd)
staffh) were generally found tc be prohibitive. The first to be received in
rort Elizabeth were comuandeered for use as '"the offices of the commissaries
and other civil functionaries appointed to transact the business of emigra-

5 6
2 and for "the Stores, and a small one as a Barrack for the Hen...'

tion...!
Put they and subsequent shipments were not to be put together without much
difficulty, and eventually a carpenter from Cape Town had to be written for
'.eott8 1 cannot find anyone here who understands erecting [mm]'.? Thus

tiis interesting early attempt at pre~fabrication proved a failure in more
ways than cmc.-.3 The remaining wooden houzes, of which there seem to have

teen guite a number, were mostly erected in Port Elizabeth and used for such
purposes as stores, amd as houses for government employeesY e.pg. the Boate
men's liouse ). Two others werc utilised lor Fert Clizabeth's first church

and school buildings (Plate 5.) 10
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1., C.0. 2712/5%. Oth March, 1829. '... how rapidly At least one request was received {rom a private citizen for permission
falling into decay... recommend that they be sold
forthwith by Public Auction...' Other evidencs of to purchase one of the wooden houses for erection in the town, and it is pro-
the fate of these houses is preserved in ', Hoss's
tJournal of South Africa' (LS. S.A.rF.lL.} which bable that a considerable number were dlsposed of in this way; special sales
shows what appesars to be one of them at the Secord 1
Yilitary Post, Great Fish River (1825) and the re- of them were held in 1825 and 1829.

ference to Farewell's first house in Durban (1826),
which seems to hiave been another,
To judge from the accommodation which they were expected to provide (e.g.
2. ¢.fe Drawings of Cornfield and P'iers.,
3 =l by the landdrost of Bathurst, amd in their functions as church and school} as
3e id.
well as by the charges for transporting them, the wre-~fabricated wooden houses
Le Disry of Sophia Pigot. iIntries of lay 5th & 7th
_{a-’?nuscript in possessicn of iiss Pigot-iooedie of must have been of 3 considerable size, capable, if desired, of being divided
aelsetter, .
into at least three rooms,
5. €.g8e¢ 'I wish to retire franm public life =znd am
building myself a eottage near the Pyramid...'
letter ol I, Hidge to the Colonial Secretary 25th They had both walls and low-pitched roofs sheathed in weatherboard. rfor
1Y 1824, Cals 211/71.
insulation and the protection of the exposed woodwork against decay some of

them seem to have been given thateched roofs over the boarding, or canvas paine

ted with tar .3

Another early account (Sophia rigot's) refers to an 'iron house' at rort
Elizabeth in 1820, and we are left to conjecture that this was another kind

&
of prefabtricated structure, and mrobably made up in flat cast iron sheeting.

Fort kLlizabeth developed round tw centres; one, at {irst the wore sel-
b
ect as a residential area, included the military btuildings near the Ponkin
Yemorial ryramid at the top of the hill, which were originally built as quar-

ters and stores for lort ifrederick. The other, the town proper, centred

around the Commandant's House and the old Blockhouse near the beach, and ex-

2. Deteil of Hudson's penorams of Port Elisabeth (Flate 3)
showing the Commendant's louse. tended along the foot of the hill parallel to the sea. ¥



3. £,E, Hudson's pancrama of Fort Eliza-
beth ¢.1822, from the sand Junes above
the landing place.

4. (Right). Port Elisabeth, (in anonymous
draving, dated ot the top 1832, but
comparison with Flzte 5 reveals the
more likely date to be 1823),

5. (Left). Port Eligabeth by Comfield.
4 priot published in 1823,

6, 7. Frefabricated wooden houses of
& later date. From Loudon, 'fucyelo=
peedia', 1lst Ed4, 1333,
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Thomas Philipps 'lLetters' ed. .. Leppel-Jones, 1960,

Lo L 43,
S.5. Hudson, 'Journal - Luprovements® 132l. ice, 602.
UOC- g“-.

It was named "Markham House' in memory of Lady Donkin,
who was the daughter of George illarkhawn, Dean of York.

Sir lwfane Donkin granted the land and laid the founda-

ticn stone with consideratle ceremony on 6th June 1820.
ve Pringle, 'Narrative of a Residenee in Scouth Afrieca’
and Dedgrave, 'Fort Llizabeth in Uygone Uays'! ynberg
1947, <2,

C.L:'. 265‘:)/2-'. l_Lh {"Qb. 1823.
Cuyler to Col, Bird,

Cele 174/15. Harch 19, 1322, '...not ever having
found any monmufactured in this colony of so good a
substance, being equally hard as bEnglishe..!

Letter from Colonel

In this he succecded, if at all, for only four years
after «hich Uynberg bricks satisfiecd the estem Cape
deuiinds, Fort Llizabeth bricks were lound to be

'well made, but they absorb an iuense quantity of
(C.u. 2?5/7;‘.. Stfir. uua.y 1(320)‘

waleélesae!

P

8, énother Hudson drawing of 'Mirkham House', other-
wise known as "Hope Hotel!,
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The Comuandant's house, known to the Settlers as ‘Government House' was
described by Thomas rhilipps as 'a neat thatcihed cottage' and was fronted by
an 'old' garden!l Un the left of it 5.E. Hudseon reported that 'A new boarding
House upon a large scale is begun, and many other buildings are in great for-

wardness. The said Government purposes building new Houses and magazines and

~

. £
an extra Hutment of differ't offices as at other out parts of the Colonya...!

The Boarding House was 'Harkhau louse' afterwards the 'Hope Hotel'. CUri-
ginalliy built by Captain Horesby and the {irst building in the Hlew rort LEliza-
heth3 it was a long double-storey structure facing the sea between the Com-

mandant's louse ant the Block House., (Flates 3 & 8). In character it was
essentially bnglish, with a string course separating the two horizontal ranges
of windows, a straight commice, and a skyline broken by a series of parallel
chimney stacks, fet even here Cape iniluemce was firmly establisied - as can
be seen by the small relic of a stepped gable over the entrance, ami the ab-

sence of a pitched roof.

beaides bulldings in stone (which was either left bare or plastered and
whitwashed; there were others in brick, and even some, at first, in wattle and
daub. But this latter material was soon found unsatisfactory; as the Land-
droat reported in 1823 'hMwdl and straw houses do not answer at this Bay in con-

seyuence of the Sandyness of the Soil with whienh they .... have to be made.’

Buat Elesb e
bricks were early manufactured by the Satt.larisn These were not the
poorly fired soi't Cape Wricks, but hard-burnt kiln bricks of the inglish type
as the Commandant, Captaln Zwvatt, pointed out;s when, in 1822, he sent a sample
to Cape Taz.sm in an emxdeavour to establish the first export industry in rors

Zlizabeth,
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Cola 2050/28, 12th Feb. 1823.
e.g. lerman Sehutte. C.0. 164710, 25th Feb, 1822,
CoU. 136/132. 12th Get. 1320 and 'iarkham ilouse' g.ve.
Frobably 'matjes goed®.

'{The Houses) are all under thatche.e.' S.5. hudson
‘Journal' Acec. 602. vocument & (entry under Port
Elizabeth ¢, 182Z).

Seit. Hudsone

Icid.

g & rr"_“r_'q:?ﬁ'_i—irlﬂmr

(1
Tl

9. Sketch for ccnverting the
old Block Fouse into & prisecn,
4hetpril, 1822, showing the
flat roof of typicel Gapo
t‘m' C 00 w%-
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In spite of the awvailability of good brick, however, Lhere was a strong
conservatism on the part of the established contractars in favour of tradi-
ticnal materials of construction, notably the use of raw bricksl or stone for
walls whicn"::{;:; consequance , were usually of the order of one and a half to

two and a half feet thick.

Hany of the earllest roofs of these rort Elizabeth towm bulidings were
of the type common in the estern Cape since the eighteenth century; that is
bullt-up roofs of bricks and lime morta finished with large flat tiles or
Robben Island slate slabs (Plate 9).3 But the english, with their conserva-
tive preference for pitched roofs, early adopted '.ater rush' thatch as the
characteristic roofing material even in the town houses.s tiere we are pro-
bably safe in assuming that the entry in hudson's "Journal?! on this subject
reflects the opinions he heard expressed by the setilers in the town:

. [t.uatching is] by far that most convernient mode for all the comforts
attendant upon a small tencment, the room above giving ample rocm for throwing
away the various necessaries not immediately wanted which in a Flat-roofed
Hiouse must have a room particularly set apart for this purpose. They are
cooler in Sumner and warmer in winter than Flat plaster rovofs upon which the
sun has a most powerful effect however lofty they may be built...'. ihe in-
teriors ol these thatched rools were lined with straw mats to provide a neat

7
ceiling.

A fortunate chance has reserved full details of one of the earliest sub.
stantial houses to be erected lu Fort tlizabeth after the arrival of the setts

lers (Plate 10). This was a building erected by licholas Hidge on a site ‘'ir



1. C.C, 211/71. 25th -ay 1824,

2. Ibide. the house cost 15,000 hixds., with the owner
working on it himself, In 1824 (C.0. 2659/71, 30th
July 182, etc.) ti.e Governsent appesr o Lave rented
Tho house as temporary quartsrs for the Customs Hause
and Fubllic Uf{ices, an’ probably continuei to occapy
it until a speeial bulilding wad erected for the purpose
in 1537. Lidge's Inn was situated in Damant Streetl
near the site of the present City Hall.

ELEVATION
e
*”‘é i
N
UPPER FLOOR
g
GROUND FLOOR

10, Plans and elevation of Hidge's Inn, cne of the first
buildings in Port Elizabeth, taken from C.0.211/71
end C,0. 2659/71, both 1824, (The elevations in these
two drawings differ, that showun agrees with the plans).
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tile front of the street contiguous to the landing place and to the Market'®

waich was especlally donated by Sir Rufane Donkin, it being stipulated that

the recipient "was tc build an Inn which might prove a decoration to the Town.’¢
‘he Inn, which had for its sign a iled Lion, comprised a stone double storey
thatched block {lanked by two flateroofed side wings of single storey height.
ihere were eight 'sleeping rooms' upstairs, separated from one another by

light yellow-wood partitions, and 'six large rocms' at the entrance level.

the roof space was said Lo be "suituble for sleeping rooms or dry store'. An
open staircase caoncecting the floors rose up from the back parlour, The main
building was flanked on one side by a range of small sheds enclosing a yard
‘which is accessible to ‘agons' and contalning 'an entrance to the store which
is under the principal part of the house.'z This bullding was unigue in having
a Mansard roof which shows In many early sketches and photographs. fhis may
be the reason Lor the representation of the hotel in the early Cornfield print
with Cape lutch end-gavles, which it does not ever appear to have had - in
fact the end gables were straight sided, with that peculiar bend in the middle
of the sides associated with Mansard roofing. (Four dormers on each side of
the rooi, which do not show in either liidge's elevation or Co mfield's sketch,

appear in subsequent drawings and photographs).

another prominent building dating from the earliest phase of Port Sliza-
beth's development was one which stood at the corner of the market square and
the main street, This house was quite similar in design to the 'Red Lion',
and the two may be taken Lo constitute a type, for thls secems to have alse had
a doudle storey ceatr:l block flanked on at least one side by a lox wing.
On the other side a ralled balcony was accessible from the f£irst floer rooms

by ‘rench windows with shatters (rlates 11 & 12j. The balcony may perhaps



11, 12, Building at the correr of Main Street and Market
Squere, Fort Eligabeth,

1, ligwever, since the erven on which the building was
erected became the property of Pleter Retdief in 1321
(J.d. Redgrave), it is jJjust conecsivable that he
erccted this bullding as a speculation.

-

TUE LIGETEEN TWENTY SETTLEHS - TOWl BuLLiG: 322

be a substitute after the original wing on that side was removed when a formal

street line was fixed (e. 1822).

A curious anomaly of this house is that in the earllest drawings of Fort
Blizabeth it seems to adopt several roofing expressions. It is shown with-
out gavles but with a hipped roof snd dormers, in Hudson's panorama {Plate
14) and with straight-sided [nglish gables in Slater's sketch otf ¢.1830 (ilate

15) and the earliest photographs.

As we have no reason to distrust the basic accuracy of liudson's drawings,
vie must assume that, for some reason, possibly because the building was bullt
by an imaigrant {rowm unglani,l or because a gable was felt to be unsound, the
bullding was originally roofed with a hipped thatched roof broken by dormer
windows. Two other houses in Hudson's (incomplete) panorama (Flate 3) are
shown with dormer windows, so tha. this was apparently an early fashion in
thie town. Unly cne of the dormers (in Main Street, Flate 13) survived until
the early days of photography, and few were left by the time Fiers made his

aphurntin, Wz
sketches In 1842, From this we may conclude that dormer windowa,}n thatech
performed no better at rort :zlizabet: than they had at Cape Town, cimonsatown
and Wynberg (v. Fage 147). By the time of Zlater's drawing the house at the
corner of the main street had been rerocfed, this time with straight-sided
English gables amd an unbroken pitched rocof. Befare 1829 clay pantiles had
become the most generally accepted roof ing materizl in the town {(Plate 15).
Fany bualldings were re-roofed with thewm, and this among thea. fhis one
building was thus roofed twice in less than ten years, and lost cne should
think this example far-fetched there are many others to testify to the highly

charged re-building mania of the nascent years of the Lastern rrontier towns,



EARLY PORT ELIZABETH,

13, Building et the corner of Main Street and
Market Square, Port Elisabeth; from Hudeon's

penorams (Flzte 3),
14, House in Main Street. (S.A.F,L.).
15. General view ¢,1829-30, Watercolcur by Slater,
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16. Grahamstown in 1820, The gaol and messenger's house are
grouped right of centre, with Retief's house in front
of them, (#1bary Museum),

17, Dletz's house, High Street, Crahsmstowmn, es it appeared
in the early days of photogrerhy. (Cory Library).

v« Cory 'Rise of South ifrica', 1; 207-7<.
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when comserce btoomed and towms doubled their population every year, wihile the
capriciousness of the climate and the limitations of the building materials

were often only inadequately ap,reciated.

Granan's Town was alreadly a well-formed village when the settlers [irst

set eyes on it in 1820,

Founded in 1812 as Military headguarters for the Frontier, during the
early ycars it consisted merely of a reroofed boer farmhouse (in the centre of
the present town, on what 15 now Cathedral Square) which served as the offi-

cer's mess, surrounded by a rough triangle of thatched reed huts (v. Pageb® %)

At the end of 1812 the new Depaty Landdrost, #ajor fraser, had veen in-
structed to select sultable sites {or houses for the deputy landdrost and the
messenger, and for a prison. The two latter were not (inished until 1818,

while the former had barely besn begun by the time the settiers arrived.

At the beginning of its existence, Graham's Town was purely a military
and eivil establishment, but in January 1314 Government Surveyor J. Knobel,
(formerly Secrctzry to Ultenhage) was sent to swrvey the layout of a township

with the ais of encouraging the growth of an independent populatdon,

Knobel fixed on a line runninz east-west for the main street of Lhe town,
contecting the messenger's house and gaol (then only unfinislied shells) with
the triangular space of the military encamment, which he recomuended might
eventually ‘allow 2 wery coavenient situation for a church or any public

1
building.? The LUrostdy ilouse he intended should dominate the other end of



1. COI')*, I; ?67-72.
2. ¢f, C,0. 2003 Uitenhags/10.

3. Ibid, and v. Chapter 1l Page 406, 'There were other
barracks at that time located cn the rear of the site
now occupied by the Market-square...There was also a

mud fort, or redoubt, on the slecpe somevhere near or
behirnd the present resldence of (. Jolin ebb, another
in the tomn,..and cne the Gatlands oide ol the Kowie

streai...’ (Shelffield, 101).

Le Una long. "Goldswain's Chroniele' I: 24, V.R.E.
27. Cape Towm, 1940L.

5« "When the first Settlers' wagons arrived... they oute-

spanned where High Utreet now is ...[therde]the Jett-

lers' oxen grazed, and they drank at Lo LOIESS «..00
the low grounds [in Comerset Street] and at the reedy

pools on the river banks aty the back of Hew-street.!

(Sheffield 210).

18, Captain Page's house (left), Righ Street,
Grahsmstown, (originally flatrcofed and then
thatehed),
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the street, and, as no progress had been wade on the building at that time,

thiz plan was eventually carried cut.

Un day 8th, 1815, the [{irct erven were sold by public auction, the chief
cordliticn of sale being that a good house should be built upon the proper line
for the High Streel within eighteen months. By 'good house' it was to be under-
stood that the dwelling was not to be less than 30 feet long, 13 feet degp and
8 feet high, and the walls were to be of a sound material such as stone, brick
or mud.l

At the same time it was decided to remove the military camp irom the ilu-
mediate area of the town, and this was aeccordingly done during the following
montns? A new group of military barracks was built about one and a half
miles from the liigh Street further down thie river valley, and called the 'East
Barracks' or 'Wit Hug Kamp' (later known as 'Fort bngland'). doors, windows
and other jolnery were sent up from Uitenhage for these bulldings, which ap-

pear to have had walls of soft bricks.3

hen the 13X settlers arrived in Graham's Townm they found '"thear ware
not more than twentey or twentey five Houses in it that was wortiey W e
L
called lipuses' and even doubted il Lhe town Twas wortiey of that name', al-

though Town Regulations had already been promulgated in 1819.

Host of the houses (Flate 16) were single storeyed, white plastered amd
thatched buiidings, s¢ irresularly arranged that the borders of the ligh
Street - a sandy track which ran between them -« were barely dL:cernibLe;’ ﬂnHm
few of the buildings were more pretentiocus, riaster LGetisef's house on the

north side of iligh Street had a double-storeyed wing with the flat brick-and-



1.

Distz’s house was, according to Jheffield, 'a rather
pretentions bullding for those times,., Standing be-
neatlh those giant Yaflir boom trees...stood the

fire ol mansicn, with its stately flemish gable, its
Lhatched roof, huge windows, thick sud walls, and
homely stoep...!

(It will be noted that he confuses the house of e
with the original loan placa l'armhonse of Lueas leyer).

C.0. 2653/112; 17th Oet., 1823,

T, Sheffield. "The Story of the Settlement', Grahaus-
town, 1834, {(2nd ed.) 10zZ.

Major Trappes appears to have built a large house in
Crahamstoim on the property adjoining the tuntley
douse. dnfortunately, nothing is known of its desigsn.

ITORE

BEDRGOM ﬂ i ' i;
L\r—”‘xﬂmz—” e

FEFT

19, Plen of the house of the Commandant
on the Frontier in 1822, {Taken
from C.0. 2645/28, 12tn Mareh,1822),
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lime plaster roof indigenous to Cape town-houses. (Part of this building ap-
pears to be still standing at the back of the "Drostdy' shop, though consider
ably altered;.

Arnoldus Dernadus Dietz, on the opposite side of the street, had built
for himself in 13818 a large single storeyed Cape Duteh farmhouse dwelling and
shop, with typical T-shaped plan (Plate l?).l iis next door neighbour, Cap-
taln Page, owned a respectable {lat-roofed house‘é at right angles to the road
(1813 Flate 13) which was bought in 1820 by the Governsent as a residence for

s
the Anglican clergyman and army chaplain, and ,only demolished in recent years

Grouped around the nueleus of this tiny town, at a little distance from
he iigh Street, were the [iner houses of the senior military offices, for
the most part only recently completed or still in course of construction. A
range of these ran parallel to the liigh Street along the hill to the south,
$0 that the houses looked towards the town across the stream which ran at the
foot of their .a:n..l.m,tisz.3 Cther such dwellings lay on iscolated properties to

the north and south-east.

Of the style of these houses, built for inglish officers with some pre-
tensions to social dignity, a little may be gleaned from the evidence which
has come down to us, At least two of the houses, that of the Comaandant
on the rontier in the liigh Street (Flate 19), and one to the south, on what
is now the corner of Beaufort and iill Streects (which we shall eall 'the
Huntley House') included main reception rooms wiich were fronted with bow

windows like those designed by Major Trappes for the Bathurst Drostdy,t 4 The

( Pw,:e% ()



24. The Huntley House, as it
appezred in Ross's drewing of
1822, (Memusoript S.A.P.L.).
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20, Flevation from C.0, 166/93; 18th November,1822,

21, The Mning Room. With the exceptiom of the

plaster celling end fireplece almost perfectly pre-
% / served, Note the reeded chair-rall visible on the
_ = =~ = leflt,
2 \ 7
N . // 22, The plan, from C.0. 166/93.
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e W 23, The house as 1t survives, considerably extenw

ded snd with & pitched roof,




1.

C.0s 2653/37; 22nd April 1823. C.0. 2692/101; 16th

Cct. 1827, ol seqqe. .

Huntley. a Geptain in the Hoyal Afriea Corps, was not,
as Colia Campbell claimed, killed in thie Battle of
Grahamstown in 1819 (Colin Campbell, "British South
Africa' london, 1397). DBut the property appomrs—to woe
heve—p8oA held in the name of [ajor Jackson until June
1320, so tmat the dwelling may have been built by him
and passed into the luntley cstate subsequently.

Sheffield ('The Story o the Settiement' CGrahamstoin
<nd Ede 198k, 232-3) confirms that Captain luntley %was
one of the officers who took part in that memorable
battle [of Grahamstown]. The house In which he liwved
at the time,..+as one of the few standing on the arrival
here or the Settlers, and it stands yet, enlarged per-
haps, but in many respects the same as it was,? Lise-
where (1ll) Jheffieid deseribes how, during the battle
for Crahamstown 'Scattered parties [ of natives] made
their way into the village, and under shelter of its-
few houses and the mud forts the pallant defenders made
a flerce fight with tlem for victory...' (The identifi-
cation of the house with the surviving one umrler dis-
cussion is confirmed by other references in Sheffleld).

carly wviews ol the house are to be found in several
watercolours of Grahamstowm, hotably in r.Hoss 'Journal
of South Africa' (Manuscript S.A. Public Library 'taken
in 1822'), One of Huntley's sons, Charles Hugh, after-
wards hesident Uagistrate and Civil Comaissioner of
Grahamstown, believed that he had been born in the house,
(He was born in Hovember 1819 - ef. Shefiield 206-7,
wio obylously had his information at [irst hand, since
Huntley was Resident lagistrate of Grahaustown at the
tine he wrote.)

For this amnd other information on the Comandant's House

see C.0. 20645/23; 12th March, 18227 and C.0, 2721/3?; 13l

Dec. 1829,
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bow window, always an elegant form, was one of the hall marks of the negency
style with which these hcuses clearly associated themselves, albeit construc-

ted of limited materials and of restricted size and accoutremants.,

The Luntley house, built before July 1819, is especially interesting, not
only because it is possible tw reconstruct with complete accuracy its original
appearance, but alse because the actual rooms, with fireplaces, doors and
Joinery, are preserved almost intact within a bulk of later additions, (Flates
20 -« Zh4.)

A plan and main elevation of the building were included in 2 letter writ-
ten hy'fﬁﬁﬁﬁ) iuntley in November 1322, in which he offered to sell the house
to the Government. (It was not bought, but rented for wmany years as the resi

dence of the District ;ecretaryj.l

Huntley described the building in these terms: "It is fitted up inside

in the best style of English materials, the Hoome are all cerlsa, and the two
principal ones cornished, the floors are all boarded, with base | skirting |,
surbase [chair raii?, et.c.

BpX Window Shutters and handsome six panelled

doors, the Dining and Bed llooms are painted with oil Colours and the Dining

_ 2
The Srf is well laid out and planted with fruit trees...'

o

The Commandant's house, like most  those built at this time, was roofed

Room -ap&mdc .-

. 3 :
with thateh, but the Huntley hHouse was lit roofed, with a castellated para-
pet in the fashionable 'Gothick' manner which is discussed in 2 later chapter.
Both were built of stone and plastered externally, interior walls were of

soft brick.



l. Keppel-dones 'Philipps 1320 Settler', 50.

2+ 'Philipps, 1820 Settler', 79. 'lots which before
could be had for £50 have been sold for £200, And
House rents most enormous...'

25, Early Settler house near
New 3treet, Crahamstown; from
a photogreph ¢.1850, (Albsny
Vuseum) .

26, Thatehed houses of the type
first built by the Albany Sett-
lers in Crahsmstown,

27. Early flat roofed bulldings
nesr the Market, Crahsmstowm,
Probebly atteched to the milie
tery fort in this positiom,
(see Map Plate 20 on page 652).
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Other respectable buildings in the town were the original Deputy Land-
drost's House in Somerset Streebt, afterwards apparently demolished to make
way for the new gaol, the Royal #ngineers' Establishment in what is now Prince
Alfred Street, and a small number of merchants! homes, such as that of Mr.
Driton at which the settler Thomas Philipps was entertained on his first arri-

val in Grahamstonn.l

but from the settler accounts we know that the number of good houses was
relatively few, and we must presume that the remainder of the buildings were
but rough hovels, sheltering the temporary labourers and Hottentots of the
town, such as had tc scrve some of the pocrer settlers themselves in later

months.,.

It is no wonder that when the settlers reached Grahamstown in May and
June 1820 they found that 'if we had our pockets ful of money thear ware no
place that we could get aconation [aCCQmmodation]...' (Goldswain 'Chronicle

- ed. Una longs 1; 25).

But by November the efiect of the settlement of the LOOU settlers in
close proximity to the town was everywhere in evidence, Land values and
rents had soared:% and a small but steady stream of settlers were making their
way from the locaticns to take up residence in Grahamstown. '...a shed which
in England would not let for 20/- a year, has literally been coccupied at that
3

rate per week...' The demand for building labourers was natuarally high:

L
'£6 a month is the common rate of pay for Capenters and Masons...' and more
and more of the trained craftsmen among the settlers were tempted tao leave

their lands and migrate to the towns,
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l. GHockly 'The British Settlers of 1320...' Cape Town At first the Covernment set its face {irmly against this practies, but
1945, Migr=tion during 1820, 71 and 75.
they were never able wholly to prevent it, and before 12 months were out had
2 Theal, "History of S.A.'. I, 208,

3 i caplitulated to the length of allowing tradesmen permanent passes to settle in

the urban centres, provided that they were able to show that they were not
needed on the location and were not indebted to the heads of parties or to the

Governuent. -

Skilled labour beling thus available, though expensive and in constant
denand , the erecticn of good and permanent buildings in the towns went on a-

page .

Those of the more wealthy imuigrants who intended to have erected for
theauselves residonces of the type to whicin they had been accustomed in ing-
land were among the first to take advantage of the increasing avallability of
tradeamen, A cace in point was MAr,. Hishop %urnet who erected during the
latter half of 1820 'an ornamental tmilding‘hfar bimself and others for his
workmen , as well as "embellishing the grounds ahout...'3 on his estate on the

cutskirts of Crahamstown,

S50 fervent did the bulilding mania become that even farwmers or traders

such ag Pleter Hetiel and Armoldus Dietz considered it expedient to Jjoin in

28, Grahemstown in 1824, From the hill behind the Drostdy
house.

the boom, and were soon using their capital to set up a5 bullding cuntrac-
tors, employing settler craftsmen and labourers either as paid assistants or

as sub-tontractors. (ve. Page 393 ).

The migrants froe the agricnltural locations tov the towns included not

only carpenters, masons and other building tradesmen, but alsc cobblers,



1, C.0. 2653/112; 17th Cct, 1323.

Above 3 CRAHAMSTOWN,
2%+ Early two-stcrey house in the High Street.

3C,31. Tvo views of & ettler cottage necr the Mariet;
originelly thatehed. ¢.1820e3,

32, 64, lew Street. ©.1820-3,
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tailors, bakers, smiths and s0 on, many of them in such straitened circum-
stances that it was out of the question for them to employ tradesmen to erect
their buildings, or obtain materials other than those which could be had at

hand for next to nothing.

Thus from the first two kinds of building activity went on sisultaneously
{cften side by side; one patterned on the town buildings of idritain or the
estern Cape, and the other the makeshift architecture of the locations trans-

ferred to the town,

In both, stone was [or many years preferred to brick. Hot only waa it
much cheaper (1822: "the expense...of stone is probably not one fourth of the
expense the Uriex would have LOEN...'. CalU, 165/102; 4th Hov. 1822. Heport
on scott's barracks, Grahamstowm), but, as the Uistrict Surveyor wrote in
1323: 'no dependence can be placed elther in the bricks or in the method of
laying them in mud, us 1s generally adopted in this town. dricks, then,
there were, but not of the well<burnt durable variety which the settlers had
been accustowed to in Lngland. These were to come later, in the meantime
Ure. Campbell, when he wanted burnt bricks for his house on the corner of
Bathurst and Peaufort Strests, had tw import them from Salem by waggon. (v.

page 357 ).

The stene built cottages of the poorer tradesmen (Flates 30-1, 33-5) had
gencrally two rooms, with rough rubble walls limewashed or plastered. ite
celling height wes low, and the small windows were inserted directly under the
eayes of the high-pitched thatched roof. Houses were narrow and long, the

rooms smueil and cramped, with the entrance directly into the living room which
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1., C.0. 2720/35; 6th iarch 1830. alzo contained the only fireplace, if there was one at all, in the house., The

2. 'Homan Cathelie Centenary Souvenir'. Grahamstown, 1S44. floors were of earth, or, at best, of coamposition. Ceilings to the rooums were

s

3. Thomas Philipps: 'Jcenss and Uecurrences in Albany and generally formed of exposed joists or beamns with an infilling of linen, calieco,
Cafferland', London, 1827, 79. 1
cotton or reed mats. br. Grift'ith, the visiting Homan Catholic vicar, des-
L, A wmttle and daub housc which survived inte the 1880's
and had actually been built before the arrival of the eribed the house he stayed in as 'indiflerent enough with thatclied roofs and

1220 settlers iz mertioned by Sheflield (207).
mat or cotton ceilings and the rain today pouring or pattering through a thou-
[l o L4 2

Sand aperturesS, .. .
The furniture, apart {rom that imported from déngland in cedar or mahogany,
was, as Philipps teils us '"generalliy made of 'sneeza' wood, which adwits of a

very high polish; this and the yellow wood tree is the only wood I have seen

by

TRE
t?ﬂ T b | : N 33,34,35. A typleal used for thal purposeé...’'. 3

LI PR TS e - settisr cottage

near the Varket,

Crahamztown, ¢,1820« There were also at first a considerable number of cottages of the same
23.

basic plan with walls of watile and daub instead of stone (Flates 25~ ). But

these were generally intended mersly as temporary dwellings, and were soon re-
4

placed, in the prosperous years which followed, with more permanent structures.

A few of the stone-bullt houses on this moedel have survived, and may be Scen

{now covered with corrugated iron;) in the back streets of Urazhamstown,

"

Hext in gsocial importance were the small village homes of the more pros-
perous tradesmen. These were either slingle or double storeyed and were geri-

erally built on plots with relatively narros frontages, s¢ that they abutted

L =
' one another. In this way there was quickly created, in some corners of the
LIVING SLEEPING town, an environment as built-up, nay congested, as any the settlers had lelt
behind in industrial Britain.
i S —
Lining the narrow streets the tradesmen erected as motley a collection of
Fl!r

building types as it would be possible to luagine 1n a society composed not
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1. C.0. 2653/112. 17th Oect, 1823,

A few months later we find Pohl rather surprisingly
recomanending that the flat roofl of Retief's Urostdy
should be replaced by a pitched thatehed roof -

V. pPage 399.

Philipps, writing after the Uctober storms, says

that 'CGrahass Town has also suflered greatly,

scarcely a house standing uninjured...' {{eppel-
Jones, 'Philipps, 1320 settler', 183).

Lbove: Grahamstown double-storeyed houses of the 'twentles.
41, PBesufort Street, Fhotograph of ¢.1800,

42, T, Baines peinting of High Street,
43, T, Palnes painting of Hill Street.
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only of men from the north and socuth of Ingland, .ales, Scotland and Ireland,
from village, city and farm, but also from Holland, the ‘estern Cape, the ¢l-

der towns of the Lastern frontier, and Cemmany (rlates 36 £f.)

For some years a dispute existed as to whether thatch or the traditional
flat plaster roof of Cape Town was more suitable for roofing the town buildings.
No other material was then avallable, il we discount stone slating of which we

know little, and which in any case was quickly discredited. (v. Fage 389 ).

The Cape contractors - Hetief, Uietz and Carl Friedrich rohl - naturally
favoured flat roofs, andi there was no reason why the city dwellers from Bri-
tain should object to theu, especially since they had the obvious advantage
of fire-resistance. But an equally strong partisanship grew up among the
ex-farmers and immigrants {rom the smaller towns in favour of pitched roofs,
as more familiar to English eyes and more eflicient in snedding rain-water.
That inflammable thatel was the only sultable material at the woment was an

inconvenience, but steps could soon be taken to put that right.

In the end, the pitched roof advocates prevailed., After the great storm
of 1823 the Surveyor of Albany, Jonn liope, reported of Covernwent property in
strong terms that 'the flat roofs of all the buildings are rendered guite use-
less, and should be replaced by thatch...'.l' {pbut those flat-roof partisans
who remained unconvinced had their day, when in 1834, the inhabitants of the
town [locked to the brick and plaster roofed buildings for protection during

the scares of the Sixth Kaflir Yar.)
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The most conservative of the houses, espeecially those built in the Cape
tradition, had windows with wvery small panes some of which were even built
flush .ith the walls in eighteenth century fashion and a number had stoeps
with 'stoepbankies' or end benches, many of which survive to the present day
{(Plate 64). A few of the houses were even of the '"stoep-kaser' type with cor.
ner rooms enclosling the stoep in front of the main block to create composi-

) 3 i tions vapguely reminiscent of ralladic (Plates 50-1).

e

e 1 oR Cape influence is evident in some of the flat-roofed double-storeyed

- dwellings, with their low parapets and large squat windows (rlate 4G). VUther

double-storey houses have a strong British character, with taller and narrower
windows , larger panes of glass, and, in most cascs, pitched roofs. irTegc-
standing houses sometimes have hipped roofs, but the majority are given pro-~
Jecting gables which enclose the roof and served originally to protect the

gnds of the thicik thateh fron the attacks of the wind.

Conflicting influence is also seen in the design of such features as chim-
neys, Flat-rvofed houses generally have spirally fluted chimneys, a bold
Barogue touch (Plate 50) or they are separated [rom the main block altogether,
the kitchen being an outbuilding, with a projecting coven and high straight
flue,

In the British house, on the other hand, the chimney is usudlly a solid

feature breaking the pitched roof at the ridge, and generally built as part of

50,51, ‘i'—‘nvilion house in Oatlends Rosd, Crshemstown,
52. Werehouse in Church Squere, Grabamstown, the gable end. its proportion i2 a classical cne, the ‘zolden mean' or some-

thing near it, and the mouldings which express the coping temxl towards Lhe?*ﬂ* .

the elasasical cornice. (Plates 53-9j.









1. Cory in 'Souvenir of the Centenary of the 14520
Settlers'! Grahamestown, 1920, 11,

2¢ ©.li. Thomson, 'A short history of Grahamstown,
crahamstown, pe 2l.

3. C.0. 221/34. July 1324,

57. Frojecting kitchen chimney in
Cueen Street, (rahsmstoun,

58. Chimney in lLaurence Street,
(rghecstown,

59. Chisney in Chepel Strset,
Lrakhemetown,
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OUne of the finest of these early houses, the old Toll-house, now part of
ot, Andrews, Urahamatown, reveals an interesting blend of influences (FPlates
63-4}. In all other respects a splendid late Georgian house, it has the stoep
and stoepbanks of the typical Cape {armhouse, and the inevitable pair of oak
trees planted symmetricaLlf on either side of the front deeor, and as close to
the building as possible, so that they cast their deep dappled shadow over the
whole stoep during the sumner. Ihere are enough similar examples in Grahams-
town to permit us to conclude that the stoep was one indigencus Cape archi-

tectural featwre which had almost universal appeal to the immigrants,

The largest houses were, like 'QOatlands', wealthy officers' homes built
in park-like estates, or like 'Uraham liouse', large bow-fronted free-standing
Regency villas. ‘Uatlands' was built during 1823 by Captain Henry Somerset,
son of the Governor. The enormous estate on which it was builit was granted
funder some mistake‘l to comerset during his father's absence on leave. The
house seems to have Deen a rambling ‘cottage ornee' with one large salon which
is stlll preserved, and some castellated chimney stacka! fhe building, 'em-
bowered in mimosas', was, with its gardens, regarded as among the most attrac.
tive in the district.z i1t appears to have been originally thatched, with

flashings and gutters of lead.

"Graham iiouse' (democlished 1955) was typiecal of the wealthy town 'villa'
set on a fairly restricted site in an encircling landscaped garden. It was
double-storeyed, with a semi-circular bow-front in the centre of the main
facade running up the full height of the building. it had a flat lime plas-

ter and brick roof, with a corniced parapet (Flate 65).



60,61,62. ixonometric plens, viey and vhotograph of a house in

Cross Street, Crabhemstown, typlcsl of the houses in the artisan’'s
querter,






66. Fage from Flaw's 'Ferme Crnee', Londom 1795, 1813, &c,

67. Canprrison with 'Hilton' (Che
pter 9) and the o
original eppesrsnce of 'Greham House!, sugpested

1.
2e

3.
be

C.0. 2705/176; 1lst Aupust 1829,

Host settler sources arc agreed about this figure,
although they usually specify 'houses worthy to

be called such?,

Thompson, '"Travels', london, 1327, 1,44.

ibid,
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From the early drawings which have come down to us we can fora some idea of
the plan of these houses. Mpst of the better dwellings had an entrance hall,
and often a separate passage linking the rooms. There were usually both a
Parlour (or Drawing licom) and a Sitting lloom, the former for entertaining and
the latter as a living room. In addition there was generally a separate
Dining oom, sometimes given the most important posltion, as it was in tie
fiuntley house. The kitchen was usually within the plan, not an outbuilding.
it least one of the bedrooms - "the best bedroom' « was placed on the main
facade, either by being situated over the living room or dining rooa, or a-

long-side with the entrance hall serving as an intermediate lobby.

The Civil Comnissioner's liouse, which we have met before as the house of
the Commandant of the Irontier, was described in 1820 as having '4 bedrvoms,
2 Parlours, 1l storercvoa, 1 ¢ellar and passages in front. In the rear is the
Kitchen, Cervants llall amd Pantry and small lobby all adjoining. Jetached
From the above is the Stable, qater Closet, amd 2 other rooms for servants

all under one mof.l

The drift of settlers {rom their original locations tov the towns, and
especially to Grahamstown, was accelerated by the successive crop failures

of 1821, 22 and 23, and by the great storm of Uctober 1323.

The figures for the growth of Grahamstown are startling enough:
June 1820 : 20 - 25 houses .
January 1821 : 80 houses .3

vay 1823 : 300 houses, %
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68. '3rd and 4th rate housea', Flate XXI from
‘Rudiments of irchltecture,london,1773,

69,70, 6, Cross Street, Grehamstown,
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1. Cory, 'Rise of S.A.', II, 137. By the later date, of 1,004 males zbove eighteen ycars of azge who had origin-

1
2. (. Thompson 'Travels', I, 44 ally received grants of land in 1820, only 438 remained upon their locatiovas.
- - b = M 3 -
3. G. Thompson 'Travelst, II, 170 By January 1826 the population of Crahamstown was about 2,500, the vast major-
L] - teied Lz A 3 -

2
L. Dugmore, 'An Albany Settler's Reminiscences! ity of them Bnglish and Thompson records that 'The great demand for labour, and
o ! a LSCO 25

Gpshamstown, 1871, 18. the high wages given by the Government contractors, and others, who were erec-

ting buildings at Grahams Town, attracted thither great numbers of this eclass;
and all of them who were industrious eamed a ccmpetent livelihood, and many
saved money =nd built houses {or themselves; so that that village...now [182&]
contains about one half of the emigrants originzally located in the district,

and is, (in population at least) the second town in the Uolony.3
Dugmore also comsented on the attraction te Grahamstown of bricklayers
and carpenters:

"The infant metropolis gave thewm more remunerative employment than the

“location”. Indeed the tradeswen scon built a distinet "quarter™ ior them-

Selves in the embryo city, and thus "Settlers' Hill" and ‘Artificers Square

reccived their inhabitants and their names‘.l"

71. (Top left), Barly hipped thatched rocf house off lew Street,
Grahsmetown, from a photogreaph of ¢.1860,

The Government Inspector of Town Bulldings, Hermann Schutte ' visited
72, (Below left), From the seme photograph, ean csrly bullding

in Church Square, Grahamstoun. Grahamstown in December 1823, was not very impressed by the building techni-
A
73. (Right), Early hipped slate roof house in York Street. gues of the Cetilers and asked, through the mediaticn of Jones, for permission

to visit Grahamstown for a longer period:

'While at Grahamstown he had an opportunity of Ubserving their mode of
Building...he was soon convinced thal a much readier method was to be adopted

in accomplishing Business and therefore reguests that permission should he be



C.0. 199/31, Cape Town. 24th Dec. 1823,

Unfortunately it is not possible to trace Schutte's
movements with sufficient accuracy tw ascertain whether
he did, in fact, spend any considerable time in Grahams
tO\m.

Although a further hundred houses were built during the

five years following 1823 (Shaw in 'Memorials of the British

Settlers', edited by Godlonton, Grahamstown, 1844) this

was

nothing like the rate at which houses had been put up before

that date - one hundred houses a year!

Now in the Surveyor-General's Office, Cape Town, these maps

show a remarkably accurate outline of every building.
is an invaluable one showing the town in 1823-4,

. 'igﬂ
- o __"'"‘.i

74+ Vealeyan Farsonnge, High Street, (rahsmstown,

75« House on the Market Square, (Ioms).

There
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so fortunate that would Enable him to Convince the Builders of Grahamstown what

can be done...!

George Gilbert arrived in Grahamstown from Cape Town in the latter part
of 1824 to begin work on St. George's Church, and found there a ready market
for his talents and experience. He remained to make his fortune on the fron-

tier.

After 1823 there was a steady improvement in the standards of building.
Better bricks began to be available, amd more and more imported materials were

brought into the district through the ports of Port Elizabeth and the Kowie.

But the bulk of the building needed to house the inhabitants of Grahams-
town had already been done. The rapid expansion of the town was over, and so
was the incredible building boom.2 To this day the majority of the buildings
in the early parts of the town have stone walls of mre-1823 date, and the num-
ber of buildings which can be seen from the detailed early map53 to have sur-
vived almost intact from this formative period is explicable only by the slow

rate of expansion in the succeeding years.

It might give many contemporary critics cause to hesitate, were they to
observe how well the building methods Schutte criticised have stood the test

of one hundred and forty years!

'The establishment of the town of Bathurst...was of the most material ser-
vice to the settlement, as from its situation in the centre of the smaller par-
ties it served to sustain in its vicinity a denser population than the circum-

stances of the country could otherwise induce; ... its superior advantages of



Laeft: 76,
77
8.
ibover 79,

Rights 80,

Grahemetown housess

Chapel Streeti.
Corner of Fill and
Market Streets (now
demolished),
Mlitary officers!
housea on the Mariet
Square.,

York Street,

Laurence Strest.
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soil, its vicinity to the only part of the coast found capable of communica-
ting with the sea,; amxl the erection of the residence of the chief Hagistrate
at the public expense, ... induced many individuals to expend their means in
establishing themselves there...' (Hemorial of the 1820 Settlers to the bri-
tish Covernment.. 1lGth Harch, 1323°, Juwted in lHockly Tbritish Settlers of
1820...' Cape Town,1949: 105~68).

Bathurst was laid out by the Land Surveyor of the district of Uitenhage,
Hr., Bnobel, in August 1820, The Actiug-Governor envisaged great things for
thetowym , which was accordingly planned on a grand scale, The design was
ready and approved on Jeptember 9th, and in crder to encourage the iummediate
erection of the {irst houses the Acting-~Governor authorised the granting of
eight building plots free, on condition that houses were built upon them with

in a limited time. The first asuction sale of the building lots was a great

success, and soon a nuaber of houses were in course of constructicn along the

81,82, Bathurst, house on
Buckley's Lstate. newly surveyed roads, the settlers dwelling in the meantime in tents. (L.

Shaw, '"The 3tory of My HMission'. london, 1860). But, because most of the

plots were inordinately large (2 acres-)lthe houses when {inished were gener-
ally free standing with a considerable amount of copen space on either side,
80 that Bathurst never achieved the character of Grahamstown or Fort Lliza-

beth, with streets fraued by walls of houses,

In the meantime, the pretentiocus Drostdy, Messenger's iouse and Barracks
were being built, and in September 1820 John Jarman of T, ‘ilson's party was
selected Ly the Frovisional Magistrate to keep an inn, e ‘having means to

1. There were also a few half-acre plots set aside erect a commodious House for such purpose, and intending also to build Sub-

for 'mechanies’,
scription Looms for the sole use of Gentlemen only...' (C.0. 2629/10. 2nd
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l. 'Peg and vassail' i.e. Feg and Howl., The re- Sept. 1820). The inn was soon built, but not, according to the original plan
sgarches of ir. . lorse-Jones reveal that an . s s . : e 3
early inn was bulit on the corner diagonally on the site of the present 'Fig n' ‘histle'.
opposite to Lhe oresent inn site.

2., Goldswain's 'Chronicle'. ed. by Una Long. I: 50. During the year 1321 approximately twenty small houses were erected in

3. For this and the Information «hich follows v, the village by settlers living on near-by locations (FPhilipps, letter of 1li4th
"Proceedings of the Lower Albany listorical _ ’ _ : :
Society' No. 2, Jan. 1959. Dec. 1821, Keppel-Jdones, 'rhilipps, 15820 Settler', 112). In Jeremiah Gold-

swain's words: '..,.seney tradesmen that had left thear Jocations for to set-
tle theu selves in dathwrst had bault thes little Houses: sum of the ilouses was
bult «ith turf others was built with postes and watled and daubed with mud:
sum few with brick and stone and thatehed with long grass...‘z

One of these houses has survived (Flates 2l-4). It was originally on a
part of Buckley's estate and is now ocwned by Hpe. H, Tima, It is a tiny double-~
storeyed house with thick stone walls. There was only one low rocs on each
level, and the only windows were small openings fitted with single G-paned

yellow-wood casements and closed by solid shutters, At the end of the grourd

= floor room was a large cocking fire-place, and flanking it on the left the iron

_1» door of a large stone-~built oven which projected aleongside the chimney on the

LIV ING
exterior of the house, The material of the original roof is rot known, but
| as it is now slated it is conceivable thut it was roofed, like the Urostdy,

with locally hewn stone slates. 'he piteh was certainly extremely low for

FeEY

thatch. (v. pages 276and 390 ),

83,84, Bathurst, house on Buckley's Estate,

In this same year (1821) a start wag made on the first indwstrial buil-

ding in the setiler ﬁistrlcb.B This was no less than a mill for processing

wocl and "the smanulacture of blankets', Uesisned by Samuel Bradshaw it was a



l. n)-ev. i"}.. -J"adﬂllef‘-

‘boves

25, Stone cottage in Bsthurst.
86, Bethurst mill,

87. Ustermill from Lowdon's

'Encyclopasdia’, London,
1833,
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double-storeyed building in the valley of the stream below the Drostdy. (It
is now a iiistorical FHonument)., The lower level housed the water wiheel, of
reughly 18 ft. in diameter, and the upper floor, apiroached by a stone stair-
way, held the wool processing equipment, worked by power transmitted verti-
cally from the wheel below, Stone for the mill was cbtained at the freestone
quarries near vatharst, and yellow-wood and sneczewoxd were cut on the site,

which was at that time thickly overgrown.

At this stage in the development of industry, water power was all-impor-
tant , even in Lurope. ijad it not been for subseguent set-backs (in March
1835 the mill was burnt by the Zhosas, and, although rebuilt, did not long com.
pete with iluported manufacturers) it is not too much to suppose that Bathurst
might have developed into an industrial town on the pattern of Bradford and
danchester, viiich began their industrlal development in the same way. for a
time , Bathurst blankets and 'hersey' woollen cloth made from locally growm wool

were in use throughout the frontier.

During 1821-22 a tamporary irethodist chapel was built; a thatched wattle
1
anyd daub structure and the erection of an English churceh was contemplated in

the near future.

Then, in rebruary 1822, the seat of the Mlagistracy was unexpectedly re-
moved from bathurst to Grahamstown, causing great dismay to settlers in the
whole area, but especially to those who had Ilnvested in property and business

in the town.

This arbitrary step, taken by the unpopular Governor, Lord Charles Somerset



l, Goldswain's "Chreniele’. ed. iUna long, I, 50.

2. T. Phillips, "Scenes and Cecurrences in Albany and
Cafferland'. London, 1827, 31.

3. iockly 'british Settlers of 1820', 131,

88,89, (above). Veakley house, Bathurst,

4
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was one of the main reasons for the drafting of the Femorial to the British

Government which wus presented in 1823: '... the removal of the seat of magis-
tracy, and the withdrawing the troops and government support from a town upon
which they had (ixed their first hopes, and upon which depended all their fu-
ture prospects of a market, has been productive of the worst effcets upon the
interests and prospects oi the settlement in general; as besides its directly
rainous consequences to individuals, it has drawn away the population from the
nucleus of the settlement, and ¢reated a general distrust of tae stability of

the measures of the govermment,'

The effect of the transference of the Hagistracy on the growth of the

town 18 related in Goldswain's Journal:

'4Wile they troops znd the govement-department and head Juarters was at
bathurst they psople wis doing well but as scon as they was removed to Grahams
Town, Bathurst was forst to be derset by tradesmen and labours amd the Land
which had been builded on, it had to be sold for a mear trifel genrely for not
more than the land was '.r.cr‘tl;.‘l

Thomas Fhilipps further relates that the owners 'subseguently pulled dowm

2
many of the houses they had built, and sold the materials.!

But the construction of the ilrostdy was continued, and the building ser-
ved for a time (from January 1325) as a fine schoolhouse. Although the town
went through a bad period after 1822, Jomerset eventually endeavoured to en-
courage its rehabilitatiocn. hile 'n a visit in 1825 he offered free grants
of land to persons undertaking to build houses of approved design and wvalue.

Since about 25 grants on these conditions were subscguently made., we may assume
Er u ’






1.

2e

3.
be

'Proceedings ol the lower Albany iHistoriecal Society'.
No. 1 Oct. 195v.

T, Phillips "Scenes aind Occurrences in Albany and
Cafferland'. london, 1827, 80,

Goldswain's '"Clironicle?!., ed. Una long; i1:83,

An idea of the gquality of' the houses may be gauged
from the fact that some of them were built by such

men as former heados of parties; e.g. James Greathead,

a surveyor from orcestershire, erected cne in wihieh

he was living at the time of his death in 1330. (Colin
Campbell 'Briticsh Jouth Afrieca', London 1397, 210).

94, Brthurst, fartley house,
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that a considerable amount of building activity followed, now of more perman-
ent materials and generocus design than in the earlier phase. In September

1
1326 Pathurst was made a Gowvernment Chaplainey.

A visitor's impression of the town at this time (as described by Thomas
Fhaillips} was that "It stands on two undulating hills, extremely fertile, with
a few detached houses, surrounded by gardens, and presenting the appearance of
English villas, They have Leen built in a part intersected with bush, and

=
have a very picturesque effect.! ©

The accurate dating of buildings in Bathurst is not easy, but on stylis-
tic grounds it seems likely that, in spite of thwe subsequent burning of the
town by the Kafiirs during the 1834~5 Var, a number of the houses remaining
in sathurst today date from the late twenties, It must be remembered that
neither the Drostdy nor Goldswain's house were damaged by the natlves, und
Goldswain reported that on January 9th, 1835, he 'road intc Bathurst and saw
sevrel liouses that had been burnt down and most of they Houses had been broken
into and a greal meney of them had most all the things diatroide.'3 Byt houses
which were strong enough to resist attempts to set them on [ire were clearly
of stone or brick and well-rcofed. Jome , apparently, even escaped being
broken into. This was not, then, an architecture ol shacks and huts, but of

well built stone houses such as survive to the present day.

OUf these, the finest include the liethodist Manse, the house ol Joseph
«eakly (Flates 338 and §9), part of the present Inn (Flates 90-3), and the
house of Thomas liartley (Plates Gi4=0). e weakly house is in a splendid

state of preservation, inside and out, although the external plastering may
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96, Bethurst, Hartley house.

Copy in the possession of the author.

*Chronicle' ed. Una Long. I, 51,

rrl{“. _L..,l‘ J L. .JY _;&T’rh&ts - TU’.:J ';_J‘I:GS 35}"

have besn subsequently added. The old part of the present inn 1s a fascina-
ting example of an early building in which economy was achieved at the expense
of ceiling height, reminiscent of the farm 'Bellevue' at Cuylerville (Plate
7o on pege 278). The Hartley house is externally ome of the finest settler
houses anywhere pressrved. The guality of its stonework wzs seldom equalled,
and its character speaks eloguently of an owner born and bred in rural eight
-genth century England. The house seems to heve been built in two steges,
the stonework of the lower richt section belng ezrlier in style than the rest.

It is shown roofed with slate in an early sketeh.l

The Howie, or, as it was subsequently known, Port Francis, (re-named 35
years later Port Alfred) was early developed as the port of Bathurst snd
Grzhamstown. Speaking of events during and following 1820, Goldswain re-
called that 'Government begun to send Vesels round to the Kowiz River Leaden
with thear horsestores wich coused a great ster at that place. Cne Compney
of Soulders wes sent thear and two wooden Houses to recve thear stores and at
the same time a large Custom House and two Large Goverment Houses was built:
all this drew mency of they 3Setlers thear to seek for work. Soon after the
Veseles begun to com to the Xowie Goverment scld a number of Hervings cof
Ground a% a Great rriee; menoy good and subsgtantiazl llouses was built and a
large weslinyen chaple was built by subseription...'?

O
This activity was brought to an end by,decree of lecember 1827 which

closed down the whole of the government establishment at Port rancis. Little
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is known of the character of the early town, although a small nuaber of iso-
lated buiidings, including part of the church, remain. From the descriptions
of the official buildings and houses (page 383) it would seem that the buil-
dings were generally of stone, whitewashed or plastered, with thatched roofs,

and that dormer windows were much in evidence.

After the closling of the port, the town remained to a large extent neg-
lected for twenty years, until the enthusiastic champlioning of the port's
econonic possibilities by 1lliam Coek brought renewed prosperity and a dif-

ferent architectural style in tLhe late eighteen fortles,

Salem was founded as a village community b\.! Sephton's party in 1820.
It's name, meaning "perfect' marks the enthusiasm with which they set about
ereating an bnglish village in the winding green valley which formed the prin
ciple part of their loeation. 'euo.The tents were very hot during the day
and cold at nigit., ihiey were not always a protection from the ocecasional
heavy showers of raln, and in the freguent high winds they were anything

rather than safe and secure dwellings. Hence everyone was soon busily occue

pied in cutting poles, and conveylng them to their respective homesteads, or
Salem, Early houses in the valley, handling the hatchet, the adze, the hammer and nails and other iuplements and
97,%8. Tront, 99« Eeck. materials required for building operations...The floors of these dwellings

were usually made of clay., Ant-hills, which had been deserted by the ants,

were used for this purpose; and, when properly laid, they made hard and leve.

floors, which were kept in order by being oiten sumeared over with a mixture



1.

3-

For thi=s and much ol the subsequent information,
v. article by E.H. Willmore in 'In the Land of
the Settlers', Grahamstom, 1950, 39-51.

e —haw, 40,

'The walls, which were to be about t.o feet thiek,

anx! solid, were constructed of pounded clay, slightly
sprinkled with water; the prepared c¢lay was shovelled
to a depth of a few inches into a moveable wooden

frame about six feet long and one foot deep, where it
was then beaten, or raused down, by paviours, an. instru-
ment which was used to ram down paving stones, a fairly
heavy block, having a flat lower surfice and a heavy
broomstick-like handle attached w0 the upper cide.

‘hen the wooden frame was filled and the clay had re-
mained a short time tierein it acquired consistency,
beingz bound together by constant sprinkling of water
during the beating and ramming part ol tle proecess;

the form was then removed {urther on the wall, to
repeat the operation. The result was that the walls
iere built in great blocks of earti.t

{V, Bain Lanham 'The 1320 SCettlers of Sevenicuntains
and calem', Grahamstown, 1959, 4.)

10th Cet, 1321 'I am working with =y hands, when at
home , at our dwelling house,' Shaw, 87.

100, Selem, Farly house. (of. Plates 102,103),

101, The Selem /cademy from the Creen.
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of fresh cow-dung and water, - a mode of securing clean and comfortable ear-

then floors...' (We., Shaw 'The Story of Wy Mission', 40).

These houses were, of course, mere temporary shelters, many of them pro-
bably being 'hartebeesthuisies', It is recorded that the glaszier, hichard
Prior, one of the party, left the location because there was no glass w«ith
which to ply his trade.l dithin a few months, though, when the first crops
had been planted and the settlers [iramly establislied, steps were taken for the

improvement, and often complete rebuilding, of the houses,

An old ruined boer farmhouse, which [ormed the nucleus of the village,
was patched and used as a town hall, church and store for commissariat sup-
plies, But this, being ol wattle and daub and badly built, was subject to
rapid decay, and measures were scon taken to replace it with a more perman-
ent building.z The latter, erected during 1822, tells us something about
the Salem settlers and their attitude to construction; for, as very littls
money was avalilable for the new building, the settlers decided to erect it in
such a way that even the most poour and unskilled could help by giving their

labour, and the walling accordingly, was in ramned earth.

flammed earth constructiun was very common for settler buildings before
the 1823 floods, and doubtless many of the Salem bouses, since lost, were
built in this way. But we know that by this time, 1822, a nuaber of other

constructional proceedures werc being used as well.

The Rev. william Chaw, chaplain for Sephton's party, built with his own
hands his danse of stone. it was a doutle-storeyed building with a tiny
one-room plan, and musty have been very like the surviving early houses of the

same date at Bathurst, described above (Flates 381-4).
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Kirby: tJames liancock China rainter', africana
liotes and HNews', AIILI, lo. l.

Shaw, 87, 1l2th Cet, 1321,

Hockly, 65.

102,103, Salem; an eerly house (ef. Plste 100),

104,

Salem, house at head of the valley,
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Charles wood, a skilled joiner and 'staircase maker! built his house en-

tirely of timber, with the exception of the {ireplace.

deanwhile, the potter, Hancock, had built a kiln and in 1823 sold a load
of bricks to Ur. Campbell of urahamstowng'ss that a demand for burnt bricks
must at this time have existed among the Salem settlers, and presumably some of

the Salem houses were built with them.

In Uctober 1821, Rov. William Shaw noted in his journal that 'Salem con-
2
tinues to be the most promisling setilement in the whole district.' vithin a
year of its establishment there were no less than seventy-five houses, many

constructed of stone, and a nunber double-storeyed?

But the size ol the village gradually decreased as skilled workers, dis-
couraged by the failure of their crops, left for the bigger urban centres to
practise their crafts, by the middle of 1322 the party was reduced to less
than a third of its original size, and the village had shrunk accordingly,

the remaining houses being scattered over a wide area.

In character, as one would expect, the dwellings were very Englisn.
Sophia beddoe, viasiting SJalem in 1862, remarked that they were 'whitewashed,

and some... thatehed and the viliage altogether has an English look about it.’

A& second phase of bullding activity followed during the econcmic boom
brought about by the growing wool industry. Many Salem houses date from this

period, a number indeed, from the same year, 1832,

By now the setilers had consclidated their building techniques into

stone or brick walled, thatched roofed structwres with gable ends, such as
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the house built by the joiner Hichard Gush. bBut it is interesting to fird
instances, even at this late date, of the efiect of the indigenous traditions

such as produced the Matthews' house (Flate 105-7).

Salem escaped damage in the 1435 Kaflir “ar, but in 1846 several of the
houses were burmt by the natives and had to be rebuilt. Un the whole, though
later additions to the town are few, and in the reighibourhood of modern Salea
may be found some of the most picturesque and evocative examples of Settler

architecture in the Albany district.

Other settler villages of the Jalem type were established at 'Greenfoun-
tains' and Cuylerville', The latter '...established at "Korn Flace' and
named after Colonel Cuyler...was never destined to become anything wmore than
a village of a few houses. It stood too near to the Lafiir haunts in the
Fish liver bBush, and was too early left without protection, to grow into a
town', (Sheffield, 153). The tiny settlement of Greenfountains was burnt

in the 1835 Kaffir  ar and was afterwards disbanded.

Jitenhage, the oldest town in the Bastern Province, was transformed by
the influx of disaffected settlers, a movement which began soon after their

first arrvival on the locations;
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(VY rall elavllt’lom pc.' sSp wetives and = plan are to be '-..i‘opulation is making lkast}’ strides at this place and whiichever way
found in Lmd.;on‘s Notebooks, ucceusiun 602 Ho. 8. . ! _
you turn your eye Houses are rearing their red walls and thatched roofs, tho!
money is so scarce still tie Inhabitants are most of them employed in errec-
ting new dwellings ‘harehouses &L every other conveniences. The first con-
gideration they lose sight off [ia] that of securing to there nice erections
cater whiich I am of the opinion is paid very little attention to...' (Samuel

Hudson, 1822, "Journal' Accession 602, Ro. 8).

Hudson's reference to 'red walls' suggests that even by this date burnt
bricks were available in Uitenhage. These were probably the bricks praised
by Captain Evatt, which were being made in Port Elizabeth at this time (v.

Page 319 ).

Hudson himself built a house in Uitenhage (rlates 3.09-112)land a fascina
ting study it makes, An iomigrant of 25 years standing, liudson Lad arrived
in South Africa during the First Uccupation as head servant to the Barnards,
and had lived wost of the time in Cape Town, so that his house represents a
grafting of Caje Town building methods, English idan influences as he remem-

. bered it, the frontier vermacular, and settler craftsmanship,. The use of a
108, Panorama of Ulitenmhasge in 1822 from S.E. Hudscn's 'Journal',

~
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l. It was solo two yzars lster for only 1,800 iids.
'saciy iz the effect of Therif's Salet? (

/bovet Hudson's Cottege, Uitenhsge, ¢.1820-22,
112, Flenj drawn from that in Hudson's Hotebook,

109, 110, 111, Frent, Entranne and Dining Roem Side,
from Hudscn's Notebook, (archives),
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Palladian 'stoep kamer' plan ( but without a covered stoep) is supplemented
by the Classical pediment which crowns the central block of the facade. Vene-
tian windows with semicircular arched heads and Adam doors are combined with
solid shutterc of Cape type. sut instead of enclosing only the lower sashes,
the shutters are carried to the full height of the window, excluding only the
fanlight, The parapet to the flat roof is stepped in & manner which is nor-
mally associated with l3th Century Hococo, but the main character of the house
is that hybrid Classiecism which sugsests Thibault's late work, inflluenced by

English pattern books.

The strangest feature of the house is the plan, ‘TRouqk generally the
main rooms occupy the central block and the bedrooms are approached from them,
in Hudson's house the Uihing Hoom and Drawing Room were placed in the 'stoep-
kamers' so that commmunication between them had pgenerally to be mate across the
open courtyard space (stoep is too formal a name for it). "Pavilions' they
certainly were, surrcunded by windows on three sides and projecting cut to-
wards the orchard. The bedrcoms were placed in the central block with an
access hallway between then, A bedroum in one corner of the house was s0
placed that it was accessible only from the Drawing Hoom or through another
bedroom. The age when the removal of structural limitations was to enable
these severe restriections on plamning efficlency to be overcome was still

far off in the future!

Hudson's house was probably one of the finer Uitenhage houses. He tells
us that it cost 12,000 lids., a considerable sum of money in those days. It

is one of the mosi interesting examples of the unique Cape style praduced by



1, ‘'Fhilipps, 1820 Settler'. Keppel-Jones: 62

Z. 'There is a wvery excellent quarry of stone 1in
the neighbourhood for building or flooring of
red granite works well and very durable'.

Hudson. Acce 602. lio, 8.

mut Eust,
113,114, Esrly houses in Paulet Street,

115. Flan of the District Secretcry's house, showing 'stoep=
kamers' proposed in 1826, (C.0, 2683/55).

116, Building believed to heve been the original officers!
barracks,
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the fusion of british and Fortuguese-Dutch Colonial architecture.

Huach other good building must have veen going on in Uitenhage in these
years. Thomas Philipps mentions in one of his early letters a {riend Fleiscuer
who was 'living in a small temporary cottage whlle a larger llouse was comple-

ting.'l

Besides hurnt brick we know that red granite was comsonly used as a buil-
ding material.z Houses were generally thatched for some years to come, al-
though new materials from Port Elizabeth gradually made their appearance as

they became avzilable. (v. Fage3s®),

Early in lord Charles Jomerset's period of administration an enthuslastic

American botanist, Dr. Mackrill, was instructed toc undertake a tour of the

east with a view o making recommendations to the zovernment on the agricul-
tural potentialities of the country, and il possible to select a2 site for an
experimental government farm. By Uctober 1814, or, Mackrill had submitted

his report - aglowing account of the wealth of much of the countryside -~ and
had chosen two loan farms shich he wished the governuent to resuse furtkt-fuvm.
Acting on his recommendations the farwers were paid for the bulldings ard crops
then standing on tie land, and the whole was amalgamated into one property,
JSomerset (ara. Jre Mackrill was appointed its [irst Director and took up

occupaticn on January lst 1815.

Standing on the newly formed property were two long low mud-houses and
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a small water-mill. Dr. Mackrill guickly set about the erection of more con-
modious buildings, stores, barns, tradesmen's workshops, living quarters for
all the personel, and barracks for the detachment of the Cape Regiment who were
stationed there to protect the place from attack, All the new building work
appears to have been in stone, and during 1817 a commodious stone house was

completed for Dr. Mackrill and his family (C.U. 66. lst Jan. 1817 et. seqq.].

Four other houses were built for the staff of the establishment, and be-
fore long the central part of the farm took on the settled and ordered appear-
ance of a small community. The farmhouse dominated the whole, nestling into
the side of the Boschberg, while the majority of the farm buildings were grouped
in a row in front of it, or on the line of the oak avenue which ran, at right
angles , straight through the cultivated lands in the valley to the opposite
hill, Just below his house Dr. Mackrill built a watermill which was worked
by a stream rising behind his house which ran downhill alongside the ocak av-
enue. At various points it was Jjoined by a series of parallel irrigation

canals, before it flowed into the main s tream in the centre of the wvalley.

dith the strengthening of the garrisons on the frontier after the 1819
lar the Comerset rfarm greatly increased in importance as a source of fruit,
vegetables and fodder for the forces, Its role was further supplemented
when the farm, now under the direction of Hobert Hart, was called upon to as-
aist in the provision of supplies to tﬁé?g2%tlers during the first few months

after their arrival.

The government now found itself with a large establishment to maintain,
and were only able to do s¢ by ensuring that the Somerset Farm had a virtual

monopoly of all the supplies to the military. This rapidly became a cause



Somerset

Entrence
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1. Keppel-Jones 'Philipps, 1820 Settler', 260. of bitter complaint from the Settlers, so that by the time of the arrival of
2. Cory II£ 214-7 the Commissioners of Enquiry the Governor felt disposed to close down this
experiment of his own (which he had but inadequately reported to the Colonial

Office) and to 'disguise' this extensive farm as a township in embryo.

Accordingly, the Cape Gazette of 1l4th February 1825 announced the dis-
solution of the sub-drostdy of Cradock and its removal to 'Bruintjes Hooghte

on the spot heretofore known as the Somerset Farm'.

The conversion of the farm into a town was achieved with the greatest
facility. The residence of the former superintendent made an eminently suit-
able Drostdy]] dominating the town as it had once commanded the farm. From
it roads or irrigation furrows already ran across the valley and others at

right angles to those made up a rectangular pattern which easily extended in-

to the grid of a street plan.

122, 0ld Mill-house, south side.

123, 0ld Mill-house, plans, Thomas Philipps wrote of the nascent town in December 1825: !'The Public
Offices as well as the Prison have been made out of the buildings of the Farm

and are very tolerably commodious, so that at present very little money has

A L =%

p/1 been expended.' The Business House was converted from the Tannery, the Pri-
GEHQMWéJF].”“W“j son from the wagon-house, the church was converted from a large store, and
L | the school was created out of an old out-house. # On the 13th and 1lith of

April 1825, eighty-three erven were sold, and the village of Somerset East

e . Wiy

was born.

EITEHEM

From the drawings that have come down to us it seems that the prevail-

ing character of the later farm buildings at Somerset were not unlike that

of the Settler architecture, both being, in the main, adaptations of English



124. Somerset East Drostdy, facade.

1.

3.

Le

C.0. 2672/79; 206th bec, 1825 & C.U, 2633/55, 13th
lay, 1426.

C.0, 2705/323.

C.0. 2712/108; 29th May, 1229, Somerset Hast was
reduced to the rank of a sub-district in 1834,

(Thealls 'lilatory of G.A. 1795-1834%, London 18¢1, 3G2.)

Title begeds, surveyor-General's Oflige and C.0U,
2‘72:/1‘-3; E?t!x 1-‘33;‘{, 13310

Ibid and Title Deeds, Surveyor-General's Jffice.
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farm building methods to the local conditions, Besides the stone walls,
thatched roofs and solid gable ends we have come to expect, the Somerset buil-
dings seem to have been notable for their extensive use of dormer windows in
the thatch to light the storage lofts above the ceilings. The tannery which
was converted to the bHusiness lHouse nad the peculiarity that it was flat
roofed and battlemented, (C.0. 2713/223. It was thatched in 1829-30, with

a hipped roof).

Of the style of bullding at the time of the establishment of the town we
may gain some idea from the government works. The Secretary's house was exe
tended with stoepkamers built of 20" brick walls (presumably unburnt clay
bricks) and was plastered internally with a sand, dung and clay aixture «hich
was afterwards whitewashed. The rocf was thatchied «ith "good straw or #Hat-
jes goed thatenh' amd the ridge made of "burnt brick chipped and plastered with
lime." All good Cape details, these. But the house also lncorperated that
essential inglish luxury, a .<at.<x'closet.l

The exact form of the original farmhouse is unknown. During its short
history as a Urostdy iv seems to have Leen consliderably reconditicned, rede-
corated and parts of it rebuilt, A complete new roof was put on it during
1‘82?—25.2 In 1829 it ceased to function as a dwelling house, and it was pr'o-j
posed to convert it for the use of the public of fices and uagistrate's court.
This wasz eventually decided against, however, and the building was given to
the lethodist Church for the purpose of erecting a chapel. Short of funds,
they contented themselves with waking a temporary chapel by knocking down
cross walls in the back part of the building a;nd retaining the double-storey

2
part in front as a dwelling for the dinister.



125,126, Somerset Eagt Drestdy. Plen and back facade,
127. '‘Craigenputtock®, Seotland,

128, Somerset East, double-storeysd house.

1.

|
e

3.

In 1856, Title De=ds. Surveyor-General's Uffice.
Ytae buildings,
appearance at a disvaance.' De
tomn irom oir James [, Alexander's 'Excarsions in es-

tern Africa’ London, 184G, I, 3063,

ith yellow and whitewash, have a gay

seription of early Grahams-

For this and other recipes of building finiahes in the
land see louden's '"Encyclopedia
furniture etc...'

country districts of Eng
oif' Cottage,
Londen,

farm & Villa Architecture &
e‘—i - 1833.
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dventually, on the lethodists acquiring land elsewhere, the house was granted
as a Uutch HKeformed pastorie% whicli function it served until well into the pre.

sent century. It is now in private hands.

Failing other evidence, cne is hesitant to asecribe the whole of the sur-
viving building (Plate 124~6) to the original date 1817, lowever, it is not-
able that the entrance doors (Flate 11 on page 88) are remarkably similar in
style to those of the Uitenhage Drostdy and are obviously of early date. The
upstairs fireplaces (Flate 71C on Page |181) and a considerable proporticn of
the internal finlishing probably date from nc later time that its redeccration
49 a Drostdy in 1825-8, and may even be earlier, while the downstairs fire-

places seem to date from the 1825-35 seriod.

By 1825 the pattern of Settler architecture in the Egstern Cape towns was
fairly established, and its influence was sproading rapidly to the vest, where

it produced the hybrid houses types known as 'English',

Ixternal walling was still usually of stone, the cheapest and most rea-
dily available msterial in much of the settler courntry. Burnt brick was now
becoming generally available but remained expensive. Internal walling tech-

niques included unburnt brick, plaster on lath, and yellowwood partitioning.

Good stonework was often expressed as such. The rougher work was white-
washed every year, or in better houses lime-plastered and painted. Uil paine
ting was reserved for the woodwork, the plaster being either yellow or white-
washed regularl;aor given a permanent coat of "quick-lime and sharp sand

3

which set in a hard impervious surface/ in alternative finish common in




1.

2e
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Blood had to be kept stirred until cold, to prevent
clotting. it was said by Loudon to be nearly as
effective externslly ss oil paint. (263).

C.U. 2013/84; 27th Nov, 1318. Centract for completing
the ipcstdy at Grahametown: 'sufficient beams and other
woodviork to be of the best quality that can be pro-
cured in this neighbourhood,

Vore often than not it was used with only the roughest
shaping, which limited its scope to cills, hidden lin-
tels 2ad posts in wattle and daub construction.

The colour was C.0e 2671/172; 24tk
Oct. 1325.

cenerilly green.

Cole 2645/97; 8th July 1822, C.0. 25671/172; 24th Uct.
1825, They do not appear te have been painted at first,
but ciled.

It should be noted that some of the officers and wealthy
merchnants were able to import English materials at quite
an early date; e.g. huntley's Houwse in Grahamstown,

C.u. 166/93; 13th llov. 1822,

'Index to mofficlal, frivately owned, ianuscripts re-
lating to the History of South Africa, 1812;1920'. Una
Long, 213, Cory Library.

(tons anti-Stockenstroon cartoons of 13836 show both
solid-panelled shutters on the lower hall' of urahoms-
towm windows and full-height louvred shatters,

Coflle LeUe 2721/37: 18th bec. 1829, which mentions both
for the Civil Commissioner's llouse, Grahamstown, and
lhuntley liouse, Grahamstown, (which was provided with ex-
ternal louvred shutters to the french-doors - whici al-
ready had internal shutters - in 1827.
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the country districts of England, and still swrviving in the Cape, was "glut-
inous colour' forwed by mixing unclotted bullock's blood, stale milk or vege-
table oils with either quicklime or cement , with the addition of ground earth

colouring rnat.l;er.l

Barly outside doors and windows were made of whatever local timber was
:;a,\rai.lat:rlec;,2 but it was soon found that besldes stinkwood, sneezewood was the
only really durable material, and this proved extremely difficult to 3hape.3
Yellowwood was sometimes used in an extremity, but had to be painted with at
least three coats of oil paint to protect it frum the weather;h and even then
it was subject to decay. Jtinkwood floors and windows were used for the Gra-

hams town iJrost‘.dy.5 Lventually teak, baltic deal amki even American redwood,

imported through rort slizabetih and rort Alfred, were proctl";:‘::tt:tle.6

Andows gradually increased in size and height as glass (which had t¢ be

imported [rom Lurope) becane more readily available. S0 rapid was the expan-

sion ol the settler towns that at iirst linen and even oil paper had o serve

as a substitute until glass could be obtained to fit the window frawes. CGreen

7
gauze cloth was used to form a fly screen on windows. Internal folding shut-

ters were a standard feature on the better houses, while solid external shut-

ters made their appearance at an early date. Venetian or louvred shutters

e 3

were certainly comuon by the late twenties. for many years houses continued

to be provided with Loth internal ani external window shut;t‘.nzsrts.9 liinges, cat-

ches amd door handles were of brass or wroaght iron, tie latter being, of course

considerably cheaper.

Thateched roofing continued to be predominant in wmost of the easterh towns

until af'ter the 1835 war. All kinds of material were used for the thatching,

even wheat straw and local grasses being common. (ve. Fage 271). sut the



1.

3e

S5e
6.

?0

C.0. 2467/136; 7th March, 18206, Cpanish Reed was grown
at the Comeruet Sarm, but by this time it had passed
out of Gevernueni handse,

Page 402, dany other reflorences exist, such as the
proposal Jor the Grahamstown Market ilouse by Duaecan
Campbell: "which I would recomsend to be covered with
Shingiles instead of Thateh.' C.U. 2712/101; 2th lay
1820, OShingles could be, according te Ceorge Gilbert,
fobtained al this place without much dilficulty.!

A clue toat suggestes that roofings tllec may have been
made in Grahamstown as early as 1823 is contained in the
estiuate lor Glie irison. C.u. 2653/184 25tk Feb, 1823,
C.0a. 234/35; 16th .y, 1326,

Kirby, 'James lancoCKees', Aeiie He XILL: No. 1; pe3.

Ce0a 370/70; 20th April, 182%.
C.Ua 2711/110; 15th sy, 1820.

129, Interior of an eerly house in Greahamstown,
(note curtaining). {Morrison).
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latter cannot have been very satisfactory for we find in 18206 the Secretary

" of Ultenhage asking for a supply of Spanish ieed for thatching to be brought

all the way from the Governument fara, Groote Post, in the ‘estern Cape}
Painted shingle rovofs rapidly replaced thatch for the larger or more elegant
buildinggg, and must have been a very comzmon and atiractive sight until slate
roofs in turn replaced them in the fortles. 4inc and lead, laid in sheets
with roll joints, were also frequently used, although relatively expensive.

(Plate 130).

rantiles and Roman tiles were both wanufactured in Port Elizabeth after
1825, FPantiles are [(irst mentioned in a letter f{rom the Commandant, Captaln
Ewatt, to the Colonial Secretary in Cape Town in 1825, in which he says that
he 18 sending 'Sixteen tiles of my invention which I beg to submit to the In-
spection of liis lHonor the Lieutenant Covernor and the Public: if properly
applied, I mske no doubt they will answer the purpose intended, and ensure
the impossibility of the heaviest rain penetrating...they are of course to be
masoned i with good ].j.snez...."3 lie also mentioned that lerman Schutte, the
Inspector of Town Suildings, had seen and discussed the tiles with th?’ It
is not known who manufactured these at first, but they, or tiles like them,

were soon to be seen all over the district, James Hancock, who setiled in

Port Elizabeth in 1827, made both tiles and bricks.5

The Uitenhage Drostdy was rercofed with 'Fantiles made at Fort Elizabeth’
in 182§’syecial angle tiles being made 'in the form of Cutter Tiles, and cut
80 as to fit the angels'. Hlot only were the units laid in lime wmortar, but
they were Tafterwards painted in sucihh a manner as to ensure the same being
waterproof‘? dany thatched town buildings were re-roofed with tiles:'...

they have proved a good substitute for thatching in PFort Elizabeth ...which



1.

2e
3.
be
5e

6.

s

@eie Public Cffices at Uitenhage, 1834, C.C. 27,3/91.
Prison at rort 20 iszabeth, 1833. C.0. 2741/40. Public
Offices at Port niizabeth, 1335, C.U. 2755/80 et. seqq.
They survive on 2 number of bulldings In Ulitenhage,

and ¢on the 'Urilrt Ion' Sundavs Hiver. (Pamela f[lvlllott
and S.l.H. Crotf-'One Titan at a2 Time', Cape Town, 1960,
153 - meantion that at "sometdme in the 1330's' tiles
were manuiactured at 'the factory of dr. irost at
Uitennage', )

C.0e 28574, Port Francis Harbourmaster's House 1320,
C.Ce 2645/97; 8tha July, 1822,
Ibid,

'the colowr is...voreied Oy biae addition of the black

of (harcoal..., or by yellow ochrg, by verdigrise, or
any cheap piguent,! (Louden's 'incyclopedia,..ete.!

London, 1st ed, 1833; 274).

*IThe cornice, where Bhere is one, forms a member of
separation vetween the wall and the eceiling, and being
always an arciitectural cobject, should for that reason,
generally exhibit some colour belonging to stone, such
as white, or some shade ¢l yelliow, grey or brownish
red.' (1bid,}

*As a general rule, the ceiling should be a lighter
colour than the wails...2 small portion of any...
colour may be mixed with the white, and Uuteh pink is
not infrequently used for the purpose'...(lbid.)
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fashion is spreading to Uitenhage.' (Cape Almanac' of 1830,. The use of
Port bElizabeth pantiles continued even after imported slate bepgan to be avail-

able in the 1830'5.1

fioman tile roofs are also to be seen in old photographs (rFlate 133). Spe-
¢ial hemi-cylindrical ridge tiles were also mznufactured and used on slate and

probably shingle«roofis,

Internally the houses were well finished, with Loarded floors, 4= or 6-
panel doors of stinkwood or yellow-wood ,2 and simple but eleganti staircases of
the same material (Flate 152). Internally, wood was very seldom left un-
painted. syen the splendid stinkwood staircase of the Grahamstown Urostdy
was originally painted.3 dours were fitted with brass handles and locks, and

b The walls of the

finger plates were in evidence from quite an early date.
main rooms were often wall-papered in the better houses, but in general were
painted with a tinted lime waah.s Ceilings, where it could be afforded, were
of plaster on battens, with moulded cornices and centre wses.6 ihe alterna-
tive was close boarded ceilings painted white or posslbly a very pale tint.
(Flate 15{}}.7 The roof beams or floor joists of the floor above were often

exposed and given roll mouldings on the underside as decoration. (rlate 148).

Fireplaces befame increasingly cocamon. They uwere specified for every
major room in the Grahamstown Drostdy llouse in 1822, but the contractor rohl
found it impossible to procure grates of English manufacture. These may have

gone down in a shipwreck in Table Bay in wiich he lost much of the material he



130,

131.

132,

133.

ROCFING

{(Top left). Zine sheeting cn bosrd-
ing and wcoden roll strips on Charles
Levy's house, corner of Chapel and
Gueean Streets, (rshamstown, from an
old photograph.

(Above), Tile roofing in Main Street,
Fort Eligabeth; from an old photo-

grarh,

(Left). Slate roofing in Maln Street,
Port Elizabeth. (Note the charscter
of the early shops, with dwellinge
above), Early photograph,

Roman tile roofing in Market Square,
Fort Elissbsth, Esrly photographb.

134,135, Eerly pantile roofing in Uitene

hage,






1. C.0. 2671/29; 2,.th Feb. 1825.

2. Final report on the building, C.U. 2704/66; 4th
cq’..‘l.I‘Ch 1\-32-; -

» : I-F. &., .-

—

140, Fireplece in en esrly house on the RBethurst roed,
(irehamatown,
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had ordered for the building% 50 he put in wrought-iron fire-grates of loecal
manuf'acture instead? By the end of the decade imported materials of all
types were available, [ire-grates among them, The fire-place zurround was in
nearly all cases locally made of yellow wood or deal, with the shallow refined
ilegency mouldings then still in vogue (Plates 136-144, 147-9). Imitation

marble or stone fireplace surrounds were also occasionally seen,

Interior decoration at this time laid considerable importance on window
curtalns: 'Window curtains give such an air of comfort to a room, whether it
be to the spectator from without, or to the occupant within, that we could
wish no cottage, however humble, to be without thea. for the same reason, we
should wish cottage <indows to be large, that the curtains may be displayed
without too much obstructing the light.' (Loudon 'Encyclopedia...', 333).

barly views of Crahamstown houses (Flate 129) show these heavy curtains,
often elaborately hung and gathered in festoons, which were a major charace

teristic of the interiors (Plate 146).

Une other interior leature of these houses remains to be mentioned. This
was the water-closet. The amazing perdistence with which the British offi-
cials and wealthy settlers insisted on taking their luxuries with thea to the
far ends of the earth cannot but comsand our admiration. And luxury a water
closet certainly was in those days when only the larger English towns were able
to provide for theu, The effort and elaborate maintenance which must have
Leen associated with water-closets in these frontier towms, devoid of piped
water supply or drainage, defeats the imagination. let they were evidently

accepted as a prime requisite ifor civilised life by the Colonial (ffice in



141, Fireplacs in 'Glen /von - Retreat' e.1822-3,

142, Fireplace in an eerly house on the Pethurst Roed,
Crahsmgtoun,

143,144, Fireplaces ©.1830; in & house on the corner
of Frince Alfred and Somerset Streots,

145, Nlustration from Loudon's ‘Encyclopssdia’,
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Gele Dathurst Drostdy. C.0,2629/8; 28th fus. 1820,

e.8, Somerset fast Secretary's House. C.0.2672/79,
26th December 1825,

Ce0s 2705/176. 1lat iug. 1828, Grahamstown's Clergy-
man's House.

The Grahamstown Drostdy had 'low French windows®'
in both the Dining end Drawing Rooms, Ycpening te
the verandah' C.0, 2645/97; 8th July 1822.

ve Po 1'ons painting of Bayes Cormer, Grahsmstown

(copy in Albany Museum).
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Cape Town; mnot only covld every Drostdy boast onel, but also the publie

offices and even the secretary’sz and clergyman's houses .

With the ix:zcreasingt prosperity os the first decade of Settler influence
came to a close, we note a trend away ‘rom the cramped cottage-like toun
houses of the earlier years, tawards small free-standing stucco villas
in which shape and spacing determine the elfect. tne {eature which never
grows tiresome is the Regency bLow front, which we have seen to be the
characteristic of some of the esrlioest officers' houses on the frontier. ine-
other is the encircling veranda onto which large pairs of Freach doulle doors
cive acceas.“‘ Projecting balconies from the upper storeys vere sometimes

to be secen executed delicately either in wood? or in wrougnt iron.

A1l these late Georgian buildinpgs have in common their direct simplicity.
Decoration iz restricted of necescity to smaller features such as balconies,
windows and fanlights, The character of the architecture is throupghout

determined by restraint - clear plain surfaces, eifective forms, and refined

- detailing.

146, Window in a house on ths corner of
High and Somerset Streets, (rahans-
town, which at one time served as
the Idieut.-Covernors Cffices,



Interiore of the esrly eight~ 148, Fireplace m "laterloo Ferm!,

een 'twenties:

149. (M’P’.ﬂt). c.lung in a
g el e g o house in Beanfort Strest,
. Crahamstown,

150, (Below). Wall cupboard
4n & house on the corner of
New and Semerset Streets,
Graheamstown,

l“' Iti‘.imulnt ll |h..l||IF Mh IH.’: I

\ '}..'
"'.: |||

151. Dining-room {ireplace in an early
house on the Dathurst road,

Grohemstown.,
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