


Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n
THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE CAPE 

COLONY FRO!" 1795 TO l 8 3 7. 

V O L U f_ E l I 

THESIS FOR THE DEGREE OF 

DOCTOR OF PH IL O o OP HY. 

AT Tiffi UNIVh.liSITY OF CAPE TO :JI , NOV ill :R 1961 . 

Ronnld Bentley Leueock. 



The copyright of this thesis vests in the author. No 
quotation from it or information derived from it is to be 
published without full acknowledgement of the source. 
The thesis is to be used for private study or non-
commercial research purposes only. 

Published by the University of Cape Town (UCT) in terms 
of the non-exclusive license granted to UCT by the author. 

Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n



C 0 L 

0 . Tho ' Vor dn' and the ' crandn House•. 

9 . Th Architcctur of tho "'i te n 
(1) annhouoes . 

10. Tho m-chitccturo of th Eisht en 
(2) Early Tom D ollillgf1"5. 

ty cttlcrs. -

nty cttlero. -

II 

p o . 

195 

236 

315 



T 



CHAPT 

V A 

196 

EIGHT. 

ID 'V D JOU '• 

t "Verandah" or 1 Vorandc.11 , a roofed gallory·or portico, etc •••• 
tho uord in Lll'l(!lish is comparatively odem, havine only been 
included by 10 din his editi. oi Johnson's "Iietionary in 
1827. But it uas kno\-m P..nrlior in India, a.11.d the occ~cnce 
of the uord in modern llindustuni (VJRANJ.:;AJ emd ;alay,an (D RAJ.ID) 
hn.s led eo e etymoloc;j.ata to connect th wrd with the Pert.ian 

, to cli 'b. It iG, hn ever, certainly of uropCD.n 
origin, and 1as to.ken to the ::;t by the early Portuguese 
mvigators. It :1..., to be :f'oun~ a· early as the G.'"'.d or the 15th 
century and the begin.~ing of the 16th in pnnish md Portuguese 
(:oo rii.nnhcn, "VARAIDJ\, railes to lcane the brest on') c.nd 
npparontly is to be referred to Latin "vara", a forked pole 
or rod. ' 

( cyclopaed1~ itmu1ica , 1911) • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

The late 'edinoval l-lomJes of the northern province~ or Portugal 

such as tre ?!in o e Douro., and Tr ' a-oo- 10ntes, lrerc built of ston 

or ntrunped onrth, a!'ld had thick 18.lls (often plastered} and arw.11 

openings as a protection a~st tho heat ond glare. They belong to a 



1 . Typical dwellings of the villages of 
northern Portugal , of a type which 
dates from the middle ages. 

A. Paul Covilha. 

B. Beira. 

196A 

2. Bo.lcony or tho to er at Bolem, iaauo Eetunry, 
Portugal • .± 1520. 



2A . Tho central gallery or a typical 
sixteenth century Portuguese ' solar' , 
the Quinta da Ba.oalhoa . 

2B. Side gallery of the 
uinta da Bacalhoa. 

2c. •Varanda ' ot a •solar• 
at Guarde . 
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tradition which is shnred in common by o.11 tho coastal regions or the 

Uediterrn.nean and by the whoie of the Iberian peninsula ns r.cll. Yet 
( Pf1>r,S I l\,b) 

in some respecto those northern Portuguese .houses are mli.que. ' Instead 
t\ 

of a central enclosed courtyard onto which the rooms could open, 1hile 
, 

preserving a blank protective exterior, often these village houses each 

have a raised 1varanda • under the main roof'. lightly constructed or 1:rood, 

,mi.ch contrasts stmngely with tho massive strength of the rest of the 

structure and appears to be deriv oo .from a blend of the ediaevnl timber 

frar:ti.ng or tiorth_ern Europe irl.th the Boorish ' Mucharaties 1 , or screened 

balcony. In the same region or Portugal and in the neighbouring Spnnish 

provinec.3., raised wooden ' varandas ' t:rere often built as separat:c struc­

tures to preserve the grain from the ueathcr (kno..-m as ' Eepigueiroo ' in 

Portuguese or 1 Horreos" in Spanish), and the relationship or these 

constructions to the llorthem Mediaeval tradition appears even stronger. 

It seems, then, that the •v~randa ' as ue no-;1 know it, io . 
derived not so much from India and the Far East . or i'~ the colonnades 

of the Ancient :orld, as f'rom tho empirical combination of t\fo opposed 
J 

types of architecture 1n a border region, miduay between the Mediter­

ranean and the great Mediaeval tradition or the north.1 

Tho Portue;uese 'varanda' is further defined as a 'projecting 

platform on the facade of a building, surrounded by a rail or balustrade 

and communico.ting 1.11 th the interior by one or several openings' nnd as a 

' light gallery built along the whole length or the building •• • t ~ The 

emphasis placed on light construction, on the fact that the platform 1s 

raised and that it projects from the facade all seem to conform well 

with the suppooed derivation from the Latin, and dth those •varandas' 

,1hieh still survive from Mediaovnl tiloos. J 



1 . Sachovcrcll Sit ell, ' Portugal nnd lmdiora' (London , 1954 . ) . 23 . 

. 
u.:.,~to de Li.ma Jnr. observed thn.t tho interior mountain 

villages of Brazil ore replicas in their mt1.rety of 
r gional. ~types in Portur;al. (' capitruti.a das Minar 
Garnis', Ri.o., 1943) . 

3. from Franz Post. • arazilian Scene ' (oil painting _ 
Mauritzhuia, the 11ague, .:t 1645). 

4. Planta da baia de Ana de Chaves, 1644. 
5. Trujillo• Peru. Casa de los Herrera. Early 18th 0 • 

6. Lima, Peru. ~orre Tagle Palace, early 18th o . 
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Portuguese colonisation began with the establishment 0£ a fort at 

Sao Tom& in the Gulf o:f Guinea in 1471. By the end 0£' the si:xtoonth 

century, well be.fore the Dutch came on the sccno, the Portuguese coloni.al 
II - ,, • 

empire included the Azores, Sofala, Mozambique, tiombasa, Muscat Md Onmlz 
> J I ~ 

1n the Pcr,sian Gulf , Colombo in Cey1on, Diu, Coohin anti Goa, tho Spice 
, , 

Islands and Timer, l<Iacao in China, Bro.zil. 

l 
Of tho l~ter Baroque buildings in Brazil, Sitwell observes tbat 

they are ' closely re1ated in style to the baildirt_go or !&ho end Tras­

os- montcs , and ore clearly influenced by emigrants i'rom northern 
, , 

Portugal'. So, undoubtedly, ,as Portuguese colonial a_T"Chitecture from 

tho ~li.est timeo, !or these northern provi.re es uere the most populous 

* regions of the mother country. T\ro early representations of Brazilian 

scenes ell illustrate the type of architecture; the houoes arc often 

raiSed up, with shaded terraces at ground level and an occasional 

' varanda '·, either projecting from the building as a type 0£ porch, or 

included under the main roof in a manner typical or its country or 

origin (Plates 3 and 4) . 

In the same way, the Spanish colonies in the est Indies ear1y 

adopted those forms of its o,m regional architecture \1bich ,ere most 

suitable for the heat, humidity and high rainfall of a sub-tropical 

The veranda was thus established, from its very incoption, 

as a basic characteristic of colonial architecture in the Portuguese 
, 

and Spanish colonies , particularly m tropic and sub-tropic countries. 
> 

Like so much else that tra.s originally Iboritm in colonial architecture, 

it W-C45 aftenmrd'3 adopted by the inheritors of the Portuguese and 



l . . • at nnn..'l'l 
rt Bull tin, 

2.' [ OV t Go. 
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call. 
J.n OU 
(Lon 

J. T. • 

4. 

5. 

. ortb 
L;J. . 

Ibi ., 42. 

• • 'icnol , 

t:.arly ildinga of or dos ' • n · 
I , Jun 1 4:,, 146. 

t er 1 r obably 1 e 
ides, enc r fr .front door 

( 1 y colloquial s c e to o 
z t e .o CJ. u to tho 
le) • . • ,. ~o.~ London '. 

, 15. 

F •• Jo.mston ' he ~ly Archiveeture of 
• of . Carolin Pr·· 1 1941 19 7 , 

' !!m'ly :.rcbit C ur 0 rgia ' ( • of 
• croli r ost 1957) , 131 • 

ichol ' lb t.nrly • • • ' • olina r t 19,7) , 

7. Ibi , 1 9; and varl rid 
( . Yor , 193 • ) J 1 • 

7. Madame John's Legacy, New 
Orleans, early 18th o. 

a-chi 
131. 

ecture o oor · f ( • of 

T itiCo in ildemcoo' 

a. Darby House, Wil mington. 
North Carolinas third quar­
ter of 18th century. 
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1 
S: ·nish colonial .empires i Dutch, French and Eritizh nl.ike. (Plates 561 

cj- l.4 etc ., and Plate I l on puge 6.,a) . 

li'ro:n ~"lo lost Indies the vorandn spread .nortb~rards to ths French 

a-. British Colonie-3 on the I orth 1\merican ~st coast. 'the porch uas 

t,.., become ore and more the hallmark or t.he type or locality ( of Jorth 

C rolina.) but it io obvious that all porches had thoir inception :in the 

cv st tom1.S, to .ihi-ch they cam.a from t.'13.e Jest Indies. Of the houses 

it l e.1 em illi~ llttmorc of Philac1plnhia. t;rotc in 1787, '*There a.re 

to many of houses DaJ.coni.es or Pio.zzt 2 ·n front o.nd sometimes bnck of' 

tLe house, this 1~ethod of Building is found convenient on account of 

tL o grant Summer lk..ats :1cre.... • H1:1 had in mind stoops and long-

gi lleried porches •••• ' .3 f;xaoples of this orth Ameri:con type or veranda 

a r ~ to bo seen not only in orth Carolina (Beaufort - 'Porches are eeen 

in the form oost :rer.dnisecnt of Ieoonu, St. i.tts, c.nd ridgetorm, the 

Duncan IIouno in Front Street• Plato 10 being a good example, • • • • tho 

po ";s are in the fonn or crudely-turned. Doric columns, not unlike those 

se ;?1 in some of the ... po.nish islands/: and Some~~t., •• 'the delicate 

por-::hes give strong Bahnmia.n flavour •••• ,5) but el.so in South Carolina 

ani Georgia ( 'Before the advent of tho Greek Revivnl portico, the typical 

11 J;)lontation plain style piazza was ~~ simple stoop covered vrl.th a shed 

1720 the Charlestonians wora using balconies to shnde tho 

we..Jtern side of their ducllin{!s, a device they had leamed i'rom the 

Ba adians •..• ,? 'JI.nether typo o.r piazza, .found also :in the est Indies, 

at ~t . Kitts, and at Bridgeto,m, is the bea.utiful tuo-storey verandah •••• 

It consists or a series or segmented arches supported on delicate square 
, 

c :>luilms on pedestals •••• it thus derinea the railing, supported by a 



1 . F . D. lJichol s ' Th wrly Architocture of Georgia' ,lJO. 
~ 

2 • C. ,J . Laughlin. 'Plantation Architecture in Louisiana ' 
Architectural Review. 1948. ' 

3 • '. • • I o :tall add a peazcr 'i°then I return , whicn is much 
practised here, and i.t is very beautiful and 
convc.Ylient.' Lett~ from John ingleton Co ley to a 
f'ricnd tho :ms supervising the erection of his houoe in 

ooton, Nett York, 14 ,July 1771. In another 1etter 
COplcy adds '••• 3 or 4 posts added to support the 
f ront of the l oof' , a good floor at the bottum, and :from 
pozt to post a Chinese oncloaure about three feot biMi. 
t hese posts are Scantlings of 6 by 4 inches Diameter, 
the Broad side to the !'ront , with only a little moulding 
round t..'te top in a neat plain maimer. • •• these Peazas 
nrc oo cool in Sumer nnd in li.nter break off the atonns 
so much that I think I ohould not be able to like a 
how:;e dthout... I 113.VC draun them in the Plan.• 

£ro •colloctions of the lIDtJ.Saehusetts Historical 
Society ' Vol. 71 (l.914) , 131- 137. 

4 . F . Kir iball ' Do es:tic rcilitecture of the American ~ 
Colonieo and of the Early Republic .' Ne 1 York , l.927, 

222-3 . 

5. G. lliitefield ' An nccount of ••• tho Orphan House ••• 
(London , 1741 p . 3} quoted by•F. D. l.ichols ' The Early 
Architecture or Gc.'Orgia ' ,48-9. 
Cf' . Fisk Kimb.lll, 223: ' In the far C"outh thore 
could not b too many verandahs, and o find tllan even 
encircling tho hou.;;c at every storey.' 

, 

6 . Plano ' l crmo Omce• (London,1795. ) Plate 17. 

THE VERANDA J\JID 1 ' ID HOU 

1 
diagonal trellis, which stops against it ••• , ) . 
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Among other North American colonies 'lh.i:ch favoured the use of the 

veranda in the oightoonth century 1ere Louisiana { ' V.adame John• s Legacy• ' 
2 

c.1750 (Pl.ate 7) a"ld ' Trepagnier ' near Norco, c . 1770 (Plate 9} ) • 
'# - ., , 

Ala.ba,na, Florida, Virginia, Nei7 England, Massachusetts and New York,' ••• a 

covered veranda with a longitudinal. range of light. postn or columns. 1e 

have noted the prevale.11ce of this form in Rew York before the Revolution 
3 

and its introduct1on into Boston by Copley. It remained characteristic 

of the vernacular style about lJm: Yor1
~ ••• Here its position was along the 

, , 

fron.: , perhaps along the rear a.loo , und<r an extensive ca.in roof... In 

Rm-1 imgland the customary position was a:tong the sides 0£ the building ••• ' -
4 

Plnte 12). 

One remarkable use o.f the veranda should be noted before ue leave 

the Aceti.can Colonies, important because it 11as the progenitor of the 
, 

later nineteenth century •veranda house• : that is , a house surrounded 

by verandas on all sides. Of' tho Orphan House at Bethseda (Georgi.a) 
, 

built by Mlitof:ield in 171+1 - 2 , he himsel.£ ::rote that 'it had ' n Piazza 

of ten Foot tide built all round it, which uill be wonderi'ully conven­

ient in the Heat of Summer. •5 (Plate ll) . 

Ono of the earliest recorded instances of the veranda in England 
, ' . 

took this form, tmd is, not suprisingly, called the ' American Cottage• - '••• 
• 6 

tho East , Jest and Scr'1th a.spocto have a piazza round thel'!l. ' { 1'late 15) • 

The adoption 0£ the veranda as a feature of f-ashionab1o 

architecture in Britain and on the Continent follo~ed rapidly. In 1801 



12. (~op left) . •Thornton•, New York Sta~e, lnt eightocnth 
C ntu.r;y. 

13. (Below left) . Bcloon'e hous, ntigua, Wcot Indics1 
before 1786. 

14. (Above right) . •Clarence House• , Antigua, Vost Indies, 
betor 1787. 

15. (Bight). 'American Cottage•, from Plaw•s •Fermo Ornee, 
London, 1795. 
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1 .. Clifford uo:'..'Tav, Director. T wynl. Pavilion, DM..ghton. 

: . ... e old st Qurviving exa."':'lples, e . • Th Rum· Hospital 
Sydney (111} nr clcurly Colonial in styl • ond it is 
believed that tho buildin s oi! th nettl.ement :ere 
given vcran fro tho first y~ in accordance dth 
the previous cn:perience of the older colonial 
administrotors. v . taymond eGrath ' untralian UGrly 
Coloninl '. Architecturlil R<Yvimr. July 1948. 

3 . ~ emptor 2 paee 16 end Chapt r 3 pa 59 • 

4 . ' C o , muat have boon u :z-ctched plc:tc • £>.n c:very 
otrout t-a bloc cd p m. th · crablc Thatched p t 
bousco projectin from the principal buildings :rhore 
"he Idle and disolut0 nuu].arly nosomblcd ~-±th 
conoiderablc danger t o tho Inhabitants fron tho Slaves 
liottentoto nnd !Jailers smoking under thcve places they' 

ere originally built to sholt,er passenger., in rainy 
tte:ithcr or perhaps to shade th .from th SUn houever 
Government took t 1 tter into co 1oidcroti.on and found 
tho benefit by no ms co::iponsated .for their 
inconvenience and danger they therefore ordered the 

ol to be token d~m ••• ' cl E. Hudson ' Journo.l -
Building' (m:3 . ) Acc . 602 Uo. 9 ( iritten before 160S. ) 

, 

5. t any ~ato in the country ha,..1so'J, mich were noorly 
al y, noro pretentious than tho ta.m buildings. 

xou:Dles of ~h us of the ve.-ando. in other Dutch 
coloni s arc readily found in Indonesia and Curacao. 

( lo'"c,? 5, p l74, l "" P'"'\'- '-n) 

16. •Ulti o•, Rew South Wales, u trolia. 
Print <..... 1a1,. 

17 . Vora.ndas in St. IJelona. Lithoeraph of 
1015. 

01 t !cl th 
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1 . v . C pt 7 : Plat 21 154-

• •• 391/l 1 l 
of decay and shor 

h l 31 ' Col in 

.;. c.o. 391/1 5 l~th Jul, ak d 
colonnnd in~ t of' t • I 

S. atorcolour. 
t reolour. 

r.111 1822 'P int 

to.~, l 15-16. 
u-• ._. .. on, 1 16. i.Crie 

C .. 0.3'21/73 • l 27 'o t 

18. •Annandale' , o .1805- 6 (No .50)1 

19. 1 Lee~enda~l ' (No . 56)1 both from 
l3urchell 's p~norama of Cape Tovn 
in 1815• (Afrioa.na Museum) , 

20 . •Admiralty nouee• , Simonatown in 
1815. Wateroolour by Sir J-. Brenton. 

(Fehr) . 

t 

• •• t 

•• • 

• 
Portie • •• , 

V I . 2 

lindrm1 Barnard's ' Vineyara.t had a vcrmida (Plnte 59 on Page 71) 

· hich ,. 8 prob.:"bly typical. of the type built during the First Occupation. 

The Uoo- Classical porches of ' Rust-en- Vrcugto' ' Rtmtcnbur , l and ' Groote 

Schuur ' also vrobably date from this pcr~od or soon afteruards. 

' Annandol.o' (Plate 18) can raasonn.bly accurately be presumed to hnvo been 

built soon artor 1eo5. 

By the early years of the Second Occupatir.m it ms becoming com­

mon £or stoeps to be •~ncloacd under a low- pitched bourdod or motru. roof 

and thus converted into 'colonnades' t 'porches I or 'verandas' , os they 

uerc variously called. lmny of the Sioonato m bu· ldin s 't-ihich 1ero erec­

ted at this time, or dapted from the old Co pany' s buildings, 'tlerc given 

thcso protective vernndns, notably the Public Offices~ Custo House, 3 

am the Comonndo.nt ' s ilouoe. 4 The Resident Commisr3ioncr'a house ~-r.as ;iv<m 

a d ccorati ve timber trellis \tork bet teen the ori "'inal brick and plaster 

piers (P1atc 20} . S 

Tho fir""t 1 voronda hou,.;,c 1 in uth lfr5.cn, and the prototype of 

thounands of later houses in this country, ms Lord Charles So ers0t ' s 

' Na;ln.nds ' desif;Xled in 1819. 'The record of this house is one of the 
r1 ~ 

ost fascinating nod best documented of anyA re' it ctural. ocounts that 

havo co:!lo do m to us. 

Tho original. 'Mieuweland' ras a lodge built to the new Compony's 

garden by illcm Adriaan van dcr vtcl c .1700. By the second half 0£ 

the 1'3th cootury it lm.d beco c a favourite countr-1 resort of tho Dutch 



1 . It io b lieved that tha bui1dil'lG 11as actua1ly rebuilt by 
Ryi{ Tulba.Qh in 1771, v . 'llondobosch Dom the Yen.rs' • ••• 
and enzel ' Description' I , 121, in ,hich h com@en'ts ' it 
i.s a more comfortable and nor-e ir.iposini;.) structure than the 
one at Rotidebosch. ' 

2 . c.o. 58/82. 21st Oct. 1814. Requisiti011 or II. Schutte for 
nn advance of 2 , 000 Rds . 'on accotmt of th nu:1 building:3 
no 1 erecting at t.e-. land. ' 

3 . c.o. 113/12. 17th imz. 1819. Report of J . '• r~-01-vill, 
In;;.ipcctor of Build.i!lfln. • Durhnrn. 
1ir3. toz1, in 1a1s, odnirod thin bui.lding 0.S 1a ont 
bcc-util\11 pl.a.cc, our.rounded at 100d, gardeno vineyards ••• ' 
Joumnl. of' s. • ton, 24 Oct . 1818. • s.A. Public Librru:y. 

4. Jolm olvill , a young rn.n mo t o Earl o.f' Cal.eden aekcd 
'l'llibault to train as a Surveyor, probably beg:m or"'" under 
him before or d\u"m~ 1810, and raz ofter.-rards appointed his 
assintant. H ,m~ the subject or a numb r of scornful 
l ttcrs from T-rtibault to the authori ties, especially ocathinc 
:th n young elvil.l announced that he had detectad a ohif't in 
the position or th maenotic poles by compnrir~ old ~urv :y 
di~erams ,nth hi""' om. Tbiooult contemptuously attributed 
this to elvill ' inaccurate surveying. ' ••• ons . elvill ' s 
presw,ption, CXllGf.' rated beyond .;ords , has no limits . · That 
bis protectoro uhoul.d herald him as n r:nstor .hstronom r , a 
Professor of Physic o , a Great Observer - there ' nothine; 
bett r, if such be their pl n.nurc. Dut thnt this young man 
shoul think hiL?Sclf the first to discover ••• o ~s • crnick 
end I .ere survey-in... hen he rd.a in th-e cm'. (c .o. 53, dan. 
16th, 1813) . For further informatio on tho r-0lationohip 
betw~en Thibault and lvill · v . de -cosdm"'i ' Anton Anre:ith ', 
30 - 32; J . O~ 43, 27th July, 1811 and 4th ' . 1812. 

Report of J •• lvill . 

6 . A Cap lee .d has i that h excloimed, on sceinc Government 
ouse for th first tll c tQovernmcnt 1ous ? • • • • it . I took 

it for a do kennel '. 
(Thcal., 'listory or ~uth rrica ' I, 264. otc. ) 

21 . Thibault's drawing of hie propoaals at ' Newlanda •. 
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Governors, though the buildi.n3 was in rather a. dilapidated state and was 
l , , 

al.myo in neod of repair. Finally, in 1791, ' laeuueland' t1as sold by 
, , 

the Dutch st India Company, and passed into privato ha..1,ds , \1hcre it 

remained for some years, until it wns retUI"-lled to the Government (nou 

British) 1:,y CJ<Cbange in 1806. 

Sir John Cradock toyed dth the idea of renovntine the house, . 
and actually commissioned a design from Thibault , which in one of' hio 

finest surviving ~mrl.ngs (Plate 21) • 

But it uas not ilmt11 the arrival of Lord Charle:J Somerset in 1814 

that l10rk was started in earnest on 'Uoulands' • l'he Governor f:avoured 
2 

tho oroction o£ a second storey upon the existing walls. But a.a throe 

1ore only or soft brick and constantly damp, the loads provad too great . 

end during a great storm on tho night of tht! 12th .Augµst 1819 a 
.3 

substantial part of tho (as yet unfinished) structure collapsed. 

The Govornment Inspector of Buildings, J . 1. MelVill ( mo had suc­

ceeded 1.'hibault to the post in 1815)
4 

reported ' that it is our opinion 

that it will be :found necessary •••• to take the whole of the principal 
' 5 

building down, the interior mlls a.rid chi.mn.eys not excepted •••• ' We 
) 

may be certain, from his previous remarks about the accommodation for 
·6 

the Governor at the Cape, that nothing con have de1ightod Lord Charl.es 

more thru'l on opportunity to completely robuild his country residence. 

~here is a great deal of circumstantial evidenec to sugg~st that the 

Governor took more than a curoory interest in architecture and building. 

In almost tho same breath as he reported on the drunap:e at ' Ne fl.ands ' , 

lelv:ill complained or the extensive repni.rs and alterations at Government 



1. c .• 113/14 

• • • 1 {l 

3. Pr ly t • 

21st UB• l 1 . 

17th J • 1G21. 

22. onrring arriving at 
R noy hous in Enclo.nds 
cont mpora.ry print. 
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House as •hanng been done d.thout Ii1Y knmvlcdge and completed bo£aro I ,ran 

called in to <ml.!!l1n it.' 
1 

Bie)lteon nonth3 later "'clvill tms complcirdng 

about the same kind of practice n1; 'Houlnnds' • , ••• Tho Plan being 

exc dingly defective and thero being no dr nng of th finimlil'lg e cnn 

only otate that in general, tho Plan, 3uch i;t is, has b follouod , 

and tho mrk ia aid to be done according to verbal instructions received 

from llis '.E)CCell ey Lord Charles aroet ••• '.
2 

Fro thi.s ue may conclude 

that tho design of 1Net1lnnds ', cooplcto nth its elegant veranda, t:ao 

certainly not the work or the Inspector of Buildings or of any of his 

staff. In fact, ho does not ppoar to lnve been consulted about its 

desirgl, Mch probably means that the Governor considered hiI:lself o finer 
• 

arbiter oi' taste in orchitectiUral ttcrs th!m his Govornment nrchitoct, 

mom he treated "th a good deal o£ contc:npt. 

r~everthcless, it ,:ias ~elvill o, in his official cap.:,.city, 

npprov:cd the ' til:Jate for ••• the rebuilding or tho Govemoent Houso 
• 1 

ot Jen lands' on 30th Sept . 1819, prepared by the Contractor E. Durhm:11 

hich rao clearly baaed on tho des~ actually oxceuted. It includes 

such it 
.3 

'--Turned eolumns ti.th bnne and capital 
.3.395 et boarding for roof of,portieo , 

31 ash i'ramcs (with) aashcn, shuttcru, locks 
and BlbcrmJ, architraves, lintelo, glass etc. 

15 Casement so.shes 
14 Chinmey p'i.eccs 

5 circular Bu.11..i Eye~ and froI}lcs 

2 pair l O"~Y fol~ doom, vcnetians 
frames etc . 

2 pair ditto 11th .fanlia}lts 

1 pair Deal with fanlight 

810 Rds . 
1060 " 

8750 n 

1200 
420 n 

250 u 

650 " 
750 ° 
200 



1 . c •• 113/20. (enclosure) . :rhc Contract did not prove to 
be la :t!lly bin.dine, th Governor amendinc hie instructions 
at tr.ill ,1. rlt on ' ernortmda ' to the In .... pocto1" of 
Buildings or tho Contr ctor, a procedure Ulich ms foll0i1ed 
during his tenure of of.fie by ir Rufnno onkin. (c . 0. 250/113. 
20t D c . 182S) . 

2. c.o. 113/20 

3. c .• 123/40 

4 . c •. 187/13 

5. c •• 123/ 2 

26t April, 1820 

27th eb. 1823 

27th ept . 182 

.,. --r ~'-~- -

23. ' Newlands •. A watercolour from the Hiddingh Album, 
1824 , 

(Fehr.) • 

Sheet lead for portico 
Sh1.ngl.en 

Stops slato 1ttn wide ••• ' l 

I • 

2585 Rds. 
2500 n 
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hll the rooms were to be cciled and 18 feet in height, the 

principal rooms ( t 10 of' -1c'1 had bow fronts) mll papered or painted, 
2 

the ra:nainder whitem.sbec.. :dt1ard Durham a£ten-rards 1"1rote that 

' ••• when tho netj bu:I.J.dings t.ore first projected his Lordship repeatedly 

impressed upon me that un.lesa they could be done on the most economcal 
. 

manner they· could not be commenced £or some time on account o£ the heavy . 
o~enses Government lmd been to on the Frontier• and tlhen the present 

plan ,ms decided upon his Lordship said he 3hould not require any cornice, 
' 

skirting, surbase moulding or anything mi.ch coul.d ba despensod with •••• 

J: wrot c to Enr;l.and for various articles uhi.ch ,ere mm ed and which 1 

hapen to import from England considerably lass tl1an they could be purchasm 
, 

in this Colony, but having been dissappoil'ltod in receiving the quarter part 

of them in the proper timo I did not hesitate to purchase upon the best . 
Torms I could, rather than stop the Buildings ••• , J 

Tho shingles , of teak, were ordered from ~urttiu!l, and arrived 
, 

in April of the follom.ne yaar. 4 Tho slate paving for the veranda, steps 

and courtyard ms eventually prepared by the convi.cts on Robben Island, 

but only after considerable troublo had beet, taken to 'Crain them for such 

skilled vrork.
5 

Eventually, they ere able to make oven itme slate surrounds 

for many of' the fireplaces . (Plate 28) . 

Mcant1hilo, in January 1820 Somerset sailed for En.gland, leaving as 

Acting- Governor Sir nurane Donkin. Somerset had charged Melvill •to watch 



1 . • • 26/13 . 1•0. 211 r · o£ Lord Ch trlc"" 
o ~ e to c.x:rl , 31st July, 182.5. 

2 . G. • 26/13 o . 211. port of Lord Cho.rl ~ omcr-wet 
to Burl thur t 31 t July, 1825. 

3. C •• • 3 22n ec . l 2;> . Lotter to t 1 
C0i-.m.s rs of Enquiry. 

4 . Y.ois · o o er ot ' o ~t:ion or tho br roo;m of tho 
Contr, ct to Earl thurst . (G •• 26/13 o . 211) . But , 
fro th auc3tions of the Co~ ........... - ... ion s oi iry 
(c.o. 2 0/113, tc . ) , it s oms clcur that on1dn nm 
continuin,c n pr ctic e alr dy cmm by o ernet . 

S. G •• 26/13 o . 211. 3lot July, 182~. 

24. •N wlands • , a rooonotruotion rro~ oasuramonts 
of the urviving buildi.ng. ( .B. L vcook; 
eod 1 B. Karney). 
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l 
the procresa or the Building hen t ho] uas absent in England ' . But the 

Acting- overnor soon interfered, requaoting that 'n certain portion o£ 
·2 

the Houoe' bo prepared for his reception, and issuinz ' emoranda' on his 
'.3 

requirements to Uelvill ond the builder, (the latter a.fter-mirds arguing 

tint hia original Contract had thereby boon infringed and o.nnullod . ) 4 

Tho front part of the main building was compl.et ed. at thiu time 'in so 

hurried and superf'-icial a manner tm to render it nece:JOary to dot o 

uork again' , Somers t af'teruards complained. 5 

The eler.m.nt verand.ll, so important a clnracteristic 0£ the house, 

tr.m erected onl.y af'tcr tho front rooms \ffi!"e co!lJ)lcte nnd habitable. It 

was conotructcd or teak and yellcn -11'ood, the boarding bei:nz plastered . 
over and painted t."ith Tar (as a ucterproofing) above, d.th e. 1ath ruxi 

plaster ceiling taetcnod underneath. At the ends or the Dain block it 

curved around in tuo hemicycles to brace the bo· £rents of t1le dra ting . . 
roo!':l and library. The cntr.once hall t between the t o roons , m:w 

crO\mcd by a load cupola, ,nth a decoratod ceiling i.ntemnlly. 

The subsoqu t history of the completion of ' Nm1londs' io one 

long series of inc~ctencios, 1Dis£ortm1es and rccriminationa. But it 
, 

is rorth conoidoring briefly h1 :p303ing, as it gives both o vmy typical. 
• 

picture of' tho buildine; conditions of tho period, and an insight into 

tho reasons for the colosaa'l builc.ling expenditure of Lord Charles 

Somerset . (Tho lattor contributed in no sr.1all measure to tho eventual 

ostnbli.shmcnt of a Parliruncmtory Co:nission of Enquiry in 182.3- 25) • . 
In addition, the personalities nsoociatoo uith the scandal of ' Ne:,lnnis ' 

, 

fonn a fo.scinllting group, s030 of whom have a place in history far 



1 . 1 J.:i.n. 17th l 1 . r o 
o ld.ing a.1 ccti 

of Ii all -CY th Governor. 
or 

2. • • l /13 • 27 , 1 2.3 . 

3 ••. 1'56/2 J • 23 1821. 
In ctor of Bu.ildi s for re 
rolin ui..,;, th t J:tn . l 

to hio duti u a 
of l 21 but 

Interioro in ' Hewlands• 1 

25. Doorway in tho Hall e 

26 , 27 . Cornices in Bod.rooms. 
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beyond that merely due to th in a study of South Af'rlcan architecture. 

Durham executed the first p:lrt of the orl{s so inadequately that 

r olvill r ported (17 Jnn. 1821) tbat the mwl of the f1at lead roof 

rOttld have to be relaid m.th otouter lead or covered ith a ohingle roof'. 

'This alteration the Contraetor proposes to mnke n his o,m expense.' 

The f'loors also uould have to be token up an:i relaid dth straighter 

ointing m1d stronger joists. mch or tho joinery ( specially the 
, 

nrchitrav s ro\Dld tho doors) ,"aS cormidcred shoddy in execution, and ' A 

modern Pille.stcr 't70Uld look ch better m hose Rooms and ould not b 

more expmmive to tho Contractor. It io also highly necessary that 

tho~e two Ro0i11a should have a cornice round the and a blank Door ~nt 

duced to bo un:1:f'ozn :with the one into tho adjoi:ninc Room. 1o 10t1ld alao 

rec end n okirtine; round those rooms: none, however, io intended, it 

not being required, 1.t mis said , by tho Contract . 

' Tho hutt ro and ooro oro only inten cd to be moulded rlth n 

reed.ad Astra.gal o 
1 

the Pannels •••• , 

' Fro th- ti: the Buildi: f'l'S i ere c . enced Mr. 'Melville, (sic:) 

,m-.) in th habit of' innpectine them frequ tly, and I reque ted him to 

point out anything he could 1inh altered, and instantly attended to hio 
2 , . 

~uggetitiont. ••• ' wrote Durham. But onrly in 18?.l. 1elvill, who had 

al yo b n u deeply rel.i,giouc cnn (rulrl. a close friond of the l!lembers or 
the London li. ionary "ocicty t the Cape), asked permission to eo to tha 

• I 

country '.for the anef'it of his hoolth' o.nd. obtoininz it, loft .for a 

Clia iona?l· station :tn Griqualand i.n February •
3 

His l vo ns grant ed. 

conditiono.lly upon his 'findi.."lg a suitabl.e perso to porfonn th dutien 
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builder , Pendrill, in Lon o , in ·10 co any he firot brought 
into contact 11th Rndical conspirators . errtficd of b co ng 
involved in near-tr onabl practices, Jone.;) of£crcd his service::; 
to th Govcmocnt an inform.or• and it mis :mil on a mission of' 
thio nature to detect the tenor of f'eolinz in tho north that his 
identity uas diocovered mid published by the editor or the ' Leeds 

orcury' . 

The • crcury' s firot nrticl ms read 1D the ou~ of 
Co~"'m :ithin ·o dnys of its publicatio!'l. To extcnoive 
criticis , the Government replied tint it had·boon oosentiol to 
discover the criminnl desit,is of the lw.dicalo , mid thnt Oliver 

n respectable builder ho lmd soli.citod no tores for hir.molf' 
ana received no r .nro ( lich ~ apparently true) . 

Althoueh Olivor•a na; o becruno notorious throughout Britnin 
(it -ms ru:tunlly used an n bo3ey to frighten sroll childred for 
yczirn ortcrm?rcis) o ronn cd to ke p out of Gieht tmtil nrrang -

nto bad be d for~ to oettle in another country. 
On 13th October, 1819, Under- ccrctary Ucnry Goulbunl ff'O'te 

to Lord Charles o orwct desiril him to oak a gr.ant of land to 
~ . • Jon ... ' hose object in proceed11-l.CT to tho Cape of Good ope 
is to ttl in that country. ' The Under- ccretary i'urti vely 
obt ined a paoonee for Joneo . his ui.fe nnd child from tho CorJre­
ie5io o of tµc 1nvy, and furniohed hi m:th n iottcr or otrone 
rcco cndntio to Lord Charl C! Sonor.:.iet ( mi.oh Jones s unnblc 
to pr u nt until the return of Lord Cmrl s to the Colo yin 
Ho b r 1821. ) , 

At the time he egan acting o..., Deputy £or elvill , Jon had 
al.ready boon in the Colony nt least six xmths w.1. tl out presenting 
hio crcd tiol • He• a.rriv oquipped 11th n 9 inch theodolite· 
and oth r instrm:ient..i , rmd prooUDably a plied for. and r eceived, 
pcr.:liosion to practic o oc ourvoyor, for h tbcreaft.or s~nnod 
hi:mo li' ac 'umrn Surveyor ' (c.f. C, O, 199/5 18th Fob. 1823} . 
He evidently n trnin draughtsrnn to jud(; by his rendered 
plan ... in the .Archivco (o •• c . o. 199/19 20th July '23). 
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l 
of [his] office'. On January 23rd 1821 ho m-ote to the Colon1nl 

Secretary '1. bog leave to recommend Iir. Jones, mo ie o. surveyor in all 

its branches, and as he has expressed his desire to hold the sitwltion of , 

Doputy Inspector of Buildlnes & SUrvcyor to Government, May I request you 

to have the~ Goodness Spook to His E:xccllcncy upon the subject of his 

o.ppointmont, being myself nlling to give up Rima 600 or my Se.wry ••• , 
2 

'3 
Ur. Jones mm duly appointed on January 5th 1822. and sulr:dtted his f~st 

report oo Deputy Inspector or Buildings on Feb. 19th. 

ch conjecture arose, and has persisted to the present day, about 

tho identity and origin or this person • ••• a soraowhat mysterious zigent ho 

cllll.ed himself' 1illiam Jones but ms better known an noliver tho Spy "~ 

Ho oerved tho countcy as 'Innpcctor or Public Buil.dinc:s and ra.s occupiod 

chiefly tdth the extensive building operations at the Govcrnor' a House at 

Nool.ands . Jith this of:fice be is alleged to have co=ibined that of' spy on 

behalf of Lord Charles Somerset •••• • 
4 

' Oliver the Spy' uas the nickno!!le ey tmich Jonen \ffln afterwards 

comonly knO\m at the Cape, but it is only recently that convincing 

evidence has b an produced to Gb.o:: that he 1-ras really tho sm:ie Oliver 

( 'The Spy') :ho became the anathema of England in 1817 tor his im-t in the 
5 

Huddersfield Rioto . It seems certnin that at the time or his 

arrival at the Cape neither Pelvill nor Donkin :then bad ony idea 0£ his 

tnie ident:ity. 

Janos threw hit:lscl;fl into his work '1th trcmGndouo vigour. Ho had 

already nssocie.tod himself with nelvill ' s Report on the m>rkna.nship of 
, 

' Hewlands ' on 17th January hmich he oigned belo 1 lllelvill as ' SUrveyor') • 



1 . c. • 156/2 23rd Jan. 1821. 

2. Ibid. 

:, . c.o. 5963. 

4,. G. Cory. ' Tho ioc o.f outh Afrtca. ' I I , 274. 

; • c a r ult or th t orory suopcnnion oi' civil ri to in 
Yorkshire i'ro 1812 - 1817 '••• a nuober or dcoigrrl..n men, 
sizing the o ortunity, did not hcsit te to inculcate the 
opinion that nothing s~iort of a revolution could terminate 
tho general suffurine• 

• ' That a bloodl .s ... revolution could hnvc been effected 
iQ, to be sur ; a oupposition too gross to be entertnined ••• 
but JT . Oliver, it s , had the l'.!ddrcss to persuade tho 
1 ers that n proj ct or this !7..ind tra.s prc.Lcticablc, ond hio 
du_ cs mr .... o utterly ignorant as to adopt the n urdity ••• 
the notorious 1?'• Oliver ••• at brcald'aat, ~, oth r 
:1.nflnrnatory eo."l"!era"'tion mlid 1 Tney arc all in roodi neoa in 
London. 11oro is no occn.sion for bloodnhed. e hav only 
to sciz the military end the thing is done. n 
1 ••• it is r.n.tel to be rccrott d tl t the xsons a r handed ••• 
mv , £or tho nost pa..'"t, bcon, at o t , aroly th dup s of the 
lender of this miscrnblEl conspiracy, and tlmt tho inst1.ga ors, 
incllidin Mr. Oliver, t.li London dclc o.t , have*boon ouf.f'oroo 
to e ... ca c.' 'Leeds r-crcury' Leader, I.9th July, 1817. British 
runeur1. 
' ••• the 1.mle tplot] r,!l ot u under tho incti -cio. of an 

from London ••• tho principn.l offender hao been allo 1ed 
to cop with impunity ••• rn.... Iillimns otated ••• that a person 
or the natie of Oliver cal.led upon him about 2 months no, ancl 
introduced hirnoelr ao n Parl.itlmantnry eforner ... mt f'ro London 
to nacc-:rtD.i.n the dispositions of the pco l in the cou.ritry. 
Thi r.ian he d scribro as a person of g tcol appe:::irnnc ond 
good address, nearly 6 rt. high, of oract fieure, light hair , 
red and rather lar e .hiskers nnd a full .face, a. little d.tted 
,nth arall.pox. His uouo.1 dr s, he says, wan n·light , 
rashionnbl coloured bro m coat , blacl' m.istcoat , dark bluo 
r.iixture pantaloons and cllinnton boots. The de cription of 
such clnroctcr io i.-nportant, ond may £om a clu to further 
discoveric..., connected ·rlt his procecdingo in other ports of 
the country ••• 

' a1y such a wretch •• • ms allowed to escape is .ore than 
,1c can sny. 1 

' L edn ercury ' Lead r , 14.t J e,l 17. 

Profcnsor Battcrsley ( ' Oliver t 1c Pi/ m1.d Others ' , Pioterr.,aritz­
burg, 195,) has sho1m that lliru:l Oliver Joneo :ras born c . 1776 
in P,ontesbury in -bro sn:ire. l"ms early ElrJlrClltiC(.~ to a 
carpenter, nnd later acquitted of intend.inc to defraud nnothor 
carpenter, otull or .. 3 • H bee~ e accountant to o. 

( see attached p.1 e ) 

1 or (his] office'. 

T 0 ' • 

On January 23rd 1821 he trrote to the Colonial 
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Secretary ' I bel! leave t;o recommend. Mr. Jones, 'ii.no is a surveyor in all 

its branches , and as he ha.s expressed bis desire to hold the situati.on of 

Deputy In.apoctor or Buildings & SUrveyar to Government , nay I reql¥?st. you 

to have the Goodneso Speak to His Excellency upon the Sl.'!.bject of' his 
. 2 

appointment , being n;ysel.r trl.11':ing to give up Rixds 600 of IIzy" Salary ••• ' 
'3 

Mr. Jones M:tS duly appointed on January 5th 1822. and submitted h:i.o first 

report as Deputy Inspector of Buil.dings on Feb. 19t.li. 

nuch conjecture arose~ and has persisted to the present day, about 

tho identity and origin or this person ' ••• a aome.:ha.t mysterious agent who 

called h:J.msol:f iill1am Jones but ims better lmm..n as noliver the Spy ni 

Ho served the country as Inspector of Public Buildings ond ms occupied 

chiefly m.th the extensive buil.d.ing operations at tho Govemor' a Houoe at 

Net1l and.s . Jith this office he is alleged to have c~bincd thut 01" spy on 

behalf of 'Lord Charles Somerset •••• • 
4 

' Oliver the Spy' \ma the ru.ekname by l'mich Jones \-SS ai'terwards 

c ommonly lm01m at the Cape, but it is only recently that convincing 

evi dence has been prQducod to ohot7 that he ,ros really the some Oliver 

(1The Spy' ) who became tho anathema 0£ Engl.and in 1817 f or his part in the 
5 

Huddersfield Riots. It seems certain that at the time of bis 

nrrival at the Cupe neither Melvill nor Donkin then had any idea or hio 

true identity. 

Jonc..q tbreu himself i...l'lto hie uorlc rd.th tremendous vigour. He had 

already associated h:imself with Helvill ' s Report on the workmanship or 

' Nowlands ' on 17th January {which he ,signed belo.r ~elvlll as •Surveyor'), 



1 . c.o. 147/67. llarf Office, 9th .ov. 1821. 
o th Colonial ecrctary~ Lt.-..,ol. ird: 

' ia"Y I preoum to bee th f'av.os..1t of .-..o e SU,!last:io· .o 
of yours tbut cay tend to Pacify tho Public m.nd at 
Pr cnt .co t1uch projwij.eed nca,inst me. 

I foresoo unl,c::;o something is don I sbal l forfeit 
the f'ricndnhip o.f en ro . Collioon & Co. ond the rcwult 
will be that I~ in".::lediatcly called upon to liquidate 
the dcmnnd~ they mvo agninst rn - hi.ch I shall not be 
prepared for unlem :;r. .cl.ville settlcn 11th me and that 
dll be but o. ~mall portion to.;ardc the sm:io. • • • ' 

2 . He rose early, nfter his ship had 011chorcd, on Nov . )0th., 
and rode post hnste to Government I-Iou...,G. 
Ile refuood to speak or meet m.th Donl'..1.n. but dcoanded that 

e ovacuato Govcrm mt IloU!:l instantly, Qo that Donkin ms 
forced to leave hi.., broaki'o.st unfinished behind hirl and 
bc~t an undigii.ficl retreat to locleings in the to,m. 

3 . Report OU ittcd 5th Dec bcr 1821. c. • 156/l.7. 
, 

4 . G.H. 2o/l3 o . 211 31st July, 1825. 
Lord Charl s vomerset to Earl Bathurst. 

5. Gow.hum :wrote : ' Thi.., l ttor dll be delivered to you by 
~ . Jones, -a. buildar. ,ho procacdc to the Colony £or tho 

purpose of ca:rTyine on his trod there. He is a very 
intelli ant man in hiD lino and bonrn a very good charace 
hero: mid, tald.n!J o very conniacrnblo :int rest in his 
behru.f, I cannot remit tal ing the li.borty of bringing his 
namo under yqur noti.c e in tho hope tho.t you y be able to 
osniot him by your reco cndati.on~ U' not to employ him on 
behalf or the p-..iblic . I ought . to add, in order to prevent 
:rai.atakc..,, that he is no architect but norely n builder ond, 
in tli..at capo.city alone. do I preoume to reco end him.' 

Hnttorsl~ ' Oliver the Spy & Others •. 
PietC'l"'Olritzburg. 1959. 

6. 5th Jan. 1822. C. O. 5963 . 
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and during the year he submitted a number 0£ memoranda on thi:l and other 

government build~. By the time Somerset returned (after an absence 
, 

or nearly two years) , Jones had won a high regard for his know1edge of 

construction and had been comnissioned to reconstruct the main '\:iilarf in 

Table Bay. But al.ready rumours of his identity with ' Oliver the Spy' 

(which uere to batmt bim for the remaining yrors of his life) appear to 
1 

have spread. 

' 2 
Somerset.ta return, his high- handed treatment of Donkin, and h1n 

increasing fury as he discovered the extent to which his dshes had been 
' 

ignored, are ell kn.own. His di~satiafactj.on with affairs at ' Newlands ' 

was extreme. He ignored Jones, and dC:Jnanded an immediate repori.:. i'rom 
#3 

ttel vill, who in turn did not escape hin :wrath! ' ••• in consequence of 

no Person being employed to watch tho progress of tho Building when I 
, '4 

wns absent in England,• he afterwards wrote, '(the Inspector of Government 
, J • 

Buildings, I•ir. Melville, to --,hose strict charge I had permitted it , having, 
• 

very shortly after my depm-ture, received Eighteen V,anths loo.ve of a?5ence 

(sicJ) to proceed to tho Griqua Country} the work 1-m.s badly executed, and 

much dissatisfaction and disputo aroao between the Government and tho 
, 

Builder after my Return here, respocting the uorkmanship.' 

At this opportmie moment (for him) , Jones presented his original 
I I 

letter or recommendation, 5 
and Somerset , deliberately 0·11-erlooking the fa.ct 

that Gou1bunl insisted that ' ho is no architect but merely a builder' , 

appointed him 'Inspector of Governmoot Buildings ' only f'our weeks ai"ter 
' 6 

resuming the govarnment . 

Just what b.D.ppened betueen Somerset and Melv111 ·is not known. 



1 . He was nppointed iioslonn_ry or the London :l.ssio~ 
Society in t: e Dcchurula cou.11try. mere Thonpson vioited 
him in June 1823: •He :formerly held ~ CU3Y'ond respect­
able aitus.tion und.01" Governme:'lt in Cape Tomi, namely, that 
of lnol)cctor of Public Buildings, etc. nitb an income of 
about 7000 rix dollar:s p0r annum; bttt being a rc,.11.ft!ous 
m..'1, and zealoun for the ci Vil.i.mition a"ld convcrzion of the 
heathen, he·applicd 'to 'tho GovenJmant for his present 
appointment, and voluntarily rocicned for it his lucrative 
situation, '11th the benevolent purpooe of promoting 
r~ sionary operationo •• 

' .dmr far ~ . l clvill juotiy ootiraatcd hie mm 
qu..'13.ifications .for the orduous task of in.fluenc1ne a soon­
barbarous people, nny .rell be questioned, on dtnessinr; the 
unheppy results o:f his interf ercncG \nth tho nffnirs of the 
G.r-iqaas; but his praiSell'rorthy . atives and genor-oua solf-
dGvotion munt C\ter bo· respected. He not1 reeeivcs , as the 
Government Agent here, a ~alary of only 1000 rix dollars 
(£75) ; besidoo tihich ho occupies a sc:a.11 house belonging 
to tne London 1ssionary Society, li..as u go.rde."l. nell- stocked 
i;ith .fruit tree~ and vegetables , and cultivate=; corn 
:su.f'ficie..'l'lt for the consumption of' his family. And oxceot 
for the un.fortunatG disturh.~ncea ru:ong the people, ha , 
appearod to livo quite contented in tlrl.!J r emote seclusion. ' 
were, anvc his wife nhd children, .nnd a German missionary 
he has no other society than the ru.de,and tmtutor cd nativo! •• 1 

Thompson ' n •Travola '. I , 147 entry or 
9 June lE;23 . 

f:!elvill aftcrt:ar-ds played a lcadit)g po.rt in the Battle 
against the invading ran.ta.taco . 
Later we hooi"' of' him~ in a l.ettar- of Dr. John Philip 
(21 Ilov. 1838? ' lnde.x to llnof'ficial .w!!uscript~ ' Una 
Lona , 152- 3J . *Tho present nta.to of Hankey ia another 
illustration of ho;:- nn1ch depcmdn on the chnrnctcr of' the 
ntlDsionary and his wife. Poor (J. l elvill) reduced the 
Institution tc a perfect tn"eck. Be.fore ho loft it the 
schools , tho plo.co of wo1"chif, tho Institution mro 
deserted •••• ' ( John I elV:U.1. se.rved nt Hankey f·rorn 1831 
to 1838. 

2 . C. O. 175/15 2J. lllarch; 1.822. 
11 April , 1822. 

3. C. O. 199/5 18 Feb. 1823. 

l • om rset i is wd jor Jon 

a. wvek of s ·et urn. 

J 
~ddrost £ i.lb:iny, rl.thin 
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No l otter or Me1:vi.ll ~s resigrw:ti on survives, but his own vera1.oo as given 

to Thor.ipson ~ that ha voiuntarily re:tign.cd from the position of Inspector 
1 

or Buildinga i11 ord0i'" to be 1'r·ee to take up rdsaionaey work. Yet in fe.ot 

l!elvill may have been just another to fall a victi.rn t,o ;Jomerset '"s acrimony 

againet a.ll those who t:cro suspected or having bcfi"iended ( or of hartng 

received fnvours from) the icting Governor. (The list or such poopl~ 

ev-entunlly extended to the Colonial Secretary .himself'.} 
4 

Dy !arch. 1~2. klilJ.irun J~1es had a scho~c i'or further additiom to 

•Net1lands1 • He deff'l§lled a ' Colonno.de' ' trl.tll Cantl-~ Cullu.rriS and Cl--ockcd 
2 

roft0rS £or canvas t, which 1m.s -erected in the bnck oouri;yard of the houav. 

Such a. 1ru.stic vcra..11da t · ms tha ~~ms of' i'anhion ch.:;J:•·:..w."1~ the Regency. T:10ugh. 

not:hing rema.ino of the one at "NGwlund:3' we may prota,.;;1.y form a reasonable 

idea of 1-mat it was lil~c from tho pa~tern boolcs t-o wbich Jones could have 

referred for his model. 

Goon afterwar·ds the problem of waterproofing the fl~t roof' oi the 

main Vfil'anda was revit.-wed c The illogical method of co.rus.truction (plaster 

on boardir,..g} f'irst ua-ecl !'.lnd proved inaq.equ.ate~ and the wentual so1ution 

ua.a found only by the expensive expedient of relaying the whole o~ tho 
I 3 

oarding to a slope, and covering it with lead sheetinG-• 

1'he method of ,1atcrproofing veranda roofs continued to perplex 

designeJ,:"e right up until 1850, t·men the importation of the revolutionacy 

nm, r:,atcri.ult corrtl€,ated galvanised ~:ton, solved the p:t~blam once and for 
j 

all . It is interesting to note, in virnir of this, that the ' penchant' 



J 

l . (G . I. ;26 / 13 Io. 2ll , 3mt July, 1825. 
Soricrset to t.arl. Dcthur"3t . ) 

I,0..?"d Charles 

lio need not presume poor construction to· eJ_eplain the damage 
done t ' .c: .. lunds '. In the same .ntorms, (tho 'Great 
Tonpc~t ' ) evo.7 ouildw..g in i'ulbagh ,~a.a -either dentroyoo or 
rendered uninhabitable. At Simonstmm, tho ~acks, built 
only· five yea.rs be!oro, £el.l in, and at Stellenbosch nincty­
f'our , and nt Paarl ~ - nine, bnil.dines ere dOMn_ecd. 
v . Cory, ' Tl.le Hioc of South Afr.ice.' , II • 161. 

28 . Slctc tiroplaoo ourround 
in 'Newlo.nda•. 
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f or tho veranda reached its hoight 1011B before a really oatisfactory method 

of constructing it rad boon £ound. Adapted from countries and colonies 
, 

1n wm.ch the rain£all was low and rarcl.y protracted; \111cn used in unsuitable 
, , 

climates it proved either expensive (zi..ric , lead, or· copper roofing) or tho 

sourco of continual t~oub1o. or course, if' the designers 7Gre content 
I J 

rl.th th- relatively stoop roofing proV'idcd by thatch, shingle or slate, 

the veranda .-as unlikely to loo.lt or deteriorate. (Hence tho eai--ly in-

corporation of' the vei:-an<!a u.".ldor the main roof' - e . g . the 1-larinc Villa 
, 

at Camps Bay) . But a.a long as the f'ashion for light, elegant verandas 

with lm, pitched roofs persisted, the constructional probla:is they 

presented ore n constant source of concern. 

In July and A~t • 1822, the Cape ffllS ravaged by a succession o:r . 
very violent rain and wind storms mi.ch, at ' Hewlands ' ' • • • • davastated 

all the outbuildings (which had been entirely neglected £or three years) 

and generally 'injured the New Building. The Roof leaked, the Colonade . 
(which Wel'lt round the Houset it having no upper storey) so neo.rly fell 

in, as to render i.t necessary to take it do~m and robuilci it, to prevent 

its endangor,ing the House •••• , 1 

The rebuilt veranda, i·ti.th its lead roof, ms condemned mthin six 

aonths. The contractor (Durham) thc..'11 announced that he considered 

' experience has nov1 sh01m tlm.t load is not to be depended upcm .for Roo£ing 

in this climate. The great Heat nhich :it holds \tarpa the boardi?Jg \1hich 

a.gain bendz tho Lead mid by l'he cbanees of clitIOte i.t breaks perinhes and 
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r r perpetual r - . ' H po"' a r turn to tho traditiom1l .apo 

.flat roor of 'thin fulrd burnt DrlcJ;-..a or TU plllot . th good Uno' • 
J • 

or c fiat roof or ' U1gliah ole.tc in Lino, for e J.1B:atn o 

durability of hicb I b 

the 

to refer to o1nilmr 00.fing t Colono1 rd'o, 

blic Ubrory •••• ' 
1 

t b1a cu,rzc tionn ero ~ 
and th vcron'" roof co tinuoo to 1 • 

In .breh, 1824, th contractor oic;n1fi t • ionds 1 

2 
lnnt comp]. Mc. 'It then contained such lusuricn o.s i.t}portcd 

Louis fircp.1.nc ( mien toecth 
• 3 

rec Otli?le) • o Library, like 

cont aver £2 , or 1, 

frioz , ed in ponolc :dth nu.ch Gr 

en o. bos 

patterns oo 

t 

bl.c 

of' yello:1 on eold , on end goM, l!loc, pink 
I ~ 

plc.id, li.cht blu and y llO'i , on Of o hi to sn:., th atnro in blu.c 
• 4 

eold. lixi:par in entlcxnod rra:i ,1.:.u;;J,,1,,1.u.,l,\J., nncc and Chinn. ) All th 

"'"""''¥!'¥': had loo.d or plaster c lln roaott nnd ~ e.~~~oli ..,, 
5 

clo.borote curtains,. drapes nnd g roller bllndo. fro:lt ,.,__,"'"""., 
6 

int connect by ~ o~ ~, pollohed ~Y f'old.in3 doom. 

of 'I rlarx:la' as not yet over. '1'ho contractor, 

0 d to t tho Gov nor' D plCDSur f'or pa.ymento 

du to hio, o bed already in Fc'bru.ary 1823 £acod • ""iUll. 

ruin ••• r. :::mt of ooano and th hoavy :Looocs I am stlfferinz... 7 

Gtill tmn to be paid :ln Juno 1824, men he uratc to tho Coloniol. 

ccrctory wayin,G t t th uns ttlcd ' .l o account was •eho only 



1 . 

2. 

3. 

4. 

c.o. 2ll/88 11 June 1824. 

c.o. 211/199 11. th Oct. 1E124. 

c.o. 210/128 30th mrch 1821.J • 

c.o. 221/30 lOt:i Jmio, J.82!.;. • 

Private letter fr.om • Jon s to Lord Cbarloo onoroct 
vindicating his ~onduct . ' it ever bave boon my chief 
study to save the overr:it¥.mt ovary profitable o,,rpcnse 
that could be avoidod' , and nddirig that he has ' not 
recovered fr,o the late remarks a."ld severe retort of 
your Excellency.' Ho offers to have llis conduct 
investigated by an impnrtial judce to prove that he 
has not nnde a.~y profits othCT" than his salary. 

5. Tho ou..rn total o£ expcnd:itur on the building i'rom 1st 
April 1814 u.-ritil 3lat : iber 1826 ,100 calculated by 
Cory to be £28,226. 6 . ¾ 'Cory 'The isc of outl 
l.frico. • , II, 312) . 

Thenl considered the final amount o ent en the main• houoe 
'b-.f Lord·Charles Somerset to have been ' at l.east £301 O -
or £150,000 by today~s 1S9 otando.rdn.' {T· al. •History 
of South Africa• , I , 336 - 7} . 

6. G. H. 26/13 o. 211. 

Lord Cha.rlen oo.ersct to i •• Co ·om.oner of Enquiry do.tod 
1 rn lands' 6t. June, 1825. It io int r ting t,o note that 
loss than a fortnic;ht before Jones pad rubmitt d to the 
Governor a detailed· e""tirot of the coot of t 1 nc - ortico 
to Governm nt Hous , t wn barely bemm. c·. O. 247/ 37 21,.th May, 
1825. 
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1 
thing that keeps me in the Colony ••• ' In October he wao still ,mpaiC: nnd 

2 
begging f'or oome money aa he bad ' already suff' ored so great a loss'. 

Mesmrhilo the Inspector of Building3 wae havir..g cons:i.dcrabl.e 

difficulty arrj:t-lng at a jUst scttlorocnt ' as I cannot possibly admit 'it 

myself that the Building can be considered :finished in that substantial. 

marmcr of Construction it ought to havo boon according to rif1J conceptions 

of the general tcnnor of tho contract entered into by Mr. Durham tho' in 

great measure it oxcocds his own proposal and ~iclilnr of' the provision 

mada by him ••• ' • 
3 

The negotiations dragged on~ dth Somerset railing , 

firot at the Contractor and then at his Inspector o:f Buildings, who was 
4 

continually forced to justU'y his actiono. 

The reasons for Somerset ' s al.arm and hesitancy about JXly.inci hi6 

accounts may bo appreciated mien it is rcnli.sed that the sum spent on the 

building oince 181.t, ra.s already moro than £20, 000 (roughly equivalent to 
, j 

£200, 000 today) , rmd that he had absolutely ng authority for nny of' this 
5 expenditure. 

At the cle\.'enth hour, before his actions should become known in 

London, Somerset ;1l"Ote to the Pc1rliomentray Com.ni:ssion of Inquiry : 

' A conversation I had \dth i!r. Goulbur.n \:men I was in England having 
impressed me ·tlth the conviction that Ear1 Dathurst's sanction to 
tho rebuildine' of Nmrlands had boon sent hcro during ~ absence from 
the Government , I have inadvertently been led to authorize :f'rol?l 
time to time the expe..11.diture incurred thero:ln ••• I was not aimrc of 
tho error I had committed until a. fo.'f days since ••• I discovered that 
no !.>pecific authority bad been received nnd that consequuut:ly I had 
involved JeySelf in n very heavy responsibility ••• Under the ci-. """"'­
ste.nccs it is an object of' great importmlce to me tmt testimony other 
than my mm shou.ld oa.tisfy E&rl Bathurst that neither orna.mcnt nor 
embellishment have been introduced in the buildings at Nm1lands and 
that the nature and extent or than (if even considerod adequate) do 
not exceed the meas1:te or proper nccomnodation for the Government 
0£ this Colony ••·•' 



1. G.H. 26/13 Enclosure to Dispatches of 31st July. 

2. 'From the commissariat chest sums amounting altogether 
to £37,262 were drawn on loan, and when this source of 
supply was exhausted, on the 30th June 1825 the gover­
nor borrowed from the agent of the East India Company 
£18,750 at four per cent yearly interest ••• , 

Theal 'History of South Africa' I, 266. 

or lgin 1 c i tu o tt u 10rity 
......... ~ . .,.., th re rt i 

,4. 'ovlruide', a r con truotion tro easur ento 
of the urviViJ18 building. ( .B. L wooc; 

od l B. K rn y.). 
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1 . 

2. 

C.O. 113/aftcr 19 . 

In self -vind c tio , o \;r et. Pr t tha h ' t goo 
builder' and ' y be u ful as an ovcrvoor o ork; but 
cannot b regnrded s a re ponsible officer to upcr-
. tend ll building nub~ re ponsible fort o hole 

g e t . ' 
Hatter ley 'Oliv r the -->PY 0th r ' . 

c . . 2 2/ 2, 74, 86 95. 

C • • 272/157 14th ugust 1826. 

'Th ct al ••• has too heavy cornic for the 
tcrial it iu b i t of , wl er c . continu lly b} its 

o ;n ei t . It i h dly u ccptible of rmancnt 
r p 1r. It ou tit t.o b taken do m, for hould there be 

y udden e vy f 1 of 1 ain • . • the nr et rould in l 
prob bility f , an the con cqu nee be - ruinous . ' 

5. 72/15, 1 t 1826. ' ••• al.so, .from th great 
l t , he aid v rand 

6. 

f th t· 
'tl.n fro • 

G •• 3 1/100 30th July, l.827. 

I id . 

8. ~.u . 321/111 tc . 

9 . ltho c n id r blo o:r-teni g f he b ck wings h 
ta en L .. c , and y o the o~tbu1ldin tuv o e . 

-,5.36. '1'h •cott e orn '• !nto plate fro 
'Hur 1 c i nc •, ~ndo • l l. 

:pvorth' 
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opecificd, and t1at the uteri 
Govoni; nt service. 

ere f'urnishcd d expended 1n the 

' h vornmont Inspector or uildings l avin no ficc 
Ca.po Town , his Est-:1bllshmont of rtificier t orkmcn , Te 
ras placed at J awl.ands" to perform these sever l 11orko , 

convenient as 1ell as the most economical pl n ••• ' .1. 

orkah pin 
s etc. etc . 1 

ns th mo~t 

Probably o .u result of this report, ond rh ps to mtiko of him ""o ctbing 

of a s cape o t , So orset di char{;cd illiam Jon s fro the ... t of Inspector 

or v rnment Buildings on July )lot (but quickly ere tcd nciit rOwt for him , 
2 

that or ' Government erso r 0£ orks ' ) • 

u .;omo:rset oft the seone in arch 1826 ( "illen he raturnod to igland 

to ans er hi detr c tors t: ere , ' le. l nds' , so inadcqu tcly design d mn poor l~ 

comtructed , continued to t c centre of buil ing operations . 

tensivo ropa1rs cro carried out o~ the varand in roof , 

In lll.y ex­

hi ch had to be 

r ope tcd in July. J y August th conditi n or the buildin 

conc ern. 4 In ept r it ug ested that the char cteri tic para et of 

t c building be removed the bing]. roof ex ended to protect tho wallo (of 

poor quality brick and mortar) fro tho we thcr . 5 or so reason this . rlt 

s n ver co pleted, 1th di astrous re ults , or 

of tho right n collap..-,ed, the front exhibited 

both or tho , lls the imber . • 
6 

next inter tJ1c o.r p ts 

'state of tot 1 dee y 

Tho Inspector of Buildings al reported t.h t ' From tho numerous cracks i.r1 

the other ts thoro is no doubt th t the re t ill soon foll ••• it 

immedi t ly necessary to di 
,7 

ining Roo • 

antle the .front roo s • •• n ely tho r wi1g 

In th on tbnt £ollo l?cl this dvic Hall und 
8 

out , an:l the hous seumed tho form it h s ret ined to the c ant day .9 

11 bo 

ricd 

So 



1 . ' e lands' a sold by uct.ion in :.arch 1823, .for 
£3,2l)5, a.bout l/1'-t. of th eIDount c rset, 
on t e air. building o.lon ! 

2 . The aite of the 'Government Cottage' in the Gardens 
} ncv r been est bliQhcd, nor its exact runcti n . 

c , rn from Th al 1 ' ecord ... 1 (XX.IV, 199) that t 
cot t 0 c . originally prepared for lajor i tzroy 
(~o e et's ide-de-C ) but s su s u ntly re­
Ci tired 'to ~u le, .. nt the ccommod tion at Covorn-
c nt OJ.Sc' . It 1 robably conv rted fr un old 

t 

build.Ln ., h onC1 of ;,e w .. lil. t shingle rocfs in 
Cape o ;n (c .o. 175/?, 23, Jun July, 182) and 

extcn ... i vely r nov...tted in 1822 23 , if not co -
pletcly rebuilt ( C. • 175 man.,· re£ rencos: C. . 199/15 , 
l 7t J unc , 18 3 ) • orlt co. tinucd on th buil i j in­
tcrm t tontly throu ~o 1t omersct's criod of f.OVcrnor­
shlp , an Gcor e il rt s t.he Co tr ctor £or nt 
le st, part of the time . (C . O. 235/92 , 2li;)t June 1825. 
~- • 241/9~- lt 1ov. 182~}. 

3 . t:: t , iJro bably d tos i'l"O! 1822. 
1 en the town lan prepared with it u focus, 

am '& c tom r c ivcd itu n:i: c ,. But. t 1e governor had 
been £or huntine trip:-, in th area l.o.1e oor ore this 
tJ.me . ( 1'he 1 1s ' Hi tor}' of outb Africa' , I• 259 - 60J . 

4. ' Groote Post' had bean o. Govcrru .nt )Oss ion oi ce 
t e Com my' s tim I and a JOVe 1 nt Far."il ince tl e 
Adrr:1.ru.st.i·-.:ivion o: the 13 taviSJ. J. epublic . J..n Oiilersot 's 
t.u:ic, Tho • uon :r-"t of tho l c : ' There i a pretty 
comfort. ble ho e on this ;r .. ..r , mich the Governor 
u ually occ~pi-~ a hunttn lodge ·n t orting 
ae son• . ( 1 Tr~vals ••. s Lond-n , 1827, 1 , 107- S) . The 
bail i r ferrcd to is a traditional l th century Cape 
far-.dhouv , i t:l the · n 63,blo d t d 1806. It was ex-
tended an rcfumi.;,hod for .._o rsct . The ole o­
party as divided and lcuvcd .ft.er omcrset's re igna­
tion, l October lSZ,' . ( 'i'h.eal ' 1-.., t.ory f Sout! frica ' 
336-7 I • 
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disappeared tl1e handso e bo -fronted roo ~, 11th their polished hogany sere ns 

and marble firopl ccs, d dtl it vanished, art0r only seven years in exist ce 

that elegant Regency veranda., strange precursor of hat s ev ntuoJ.ly to prove 
1 

one of South Africa's most charactorietic architectural feawrc~. 

'Ne lands' .as but ne of a number of extravagant building projects con-

ccived by Lord ~harlcs Somerset. Other buildin h1ch ere extensively re-

nov ted for his per~onnl uso, d in soma case ... entirely r built, incl cd the 

ine Villo' d the 'Round House' t Camp ' ,.J :Bay; 
2 

ov r ent House, Capo 

tm Govar ent Cottage in the: ens· , 3 
'Oatlnnds', Somerset est; d t.hc sh ot-

ing box at 4 ooto Po..,t. .ore tllan once the Governor seized on the excuse or 
d . ge d c during tho 1822 • tcmpeot' to jus t1fy tearing do,m old buildl.nf?P and 

erecting no ones on an enlarged ecole . ind !henevcr ado u.ate records survive 

of the orl· executed on these buildings tor "'omorsct tho veranda pl ys a 1r~ in-

ont role, so ~h t '1 e e lef't \dth tl10 impression th t. ad ing them tx> b ildin~ 

f vourite hob y or io ( ns · t o, indeed~ or t o k' rincc O[;?.nt 1 .s. 

o are .:fond or building e thoir o-..m ndocro Gnd need no oth r ro s'. c.rasaus 

quoted by lutarch+ . 

no of" tbo mo t dlaracteriatic innov on ... or the agency .1 the co-c.:1.lled 

Villns there had been in t.hc alladicn 

tecnth century, but the ornamental cottnge 1th its icturc quo rural uir ras 

something r ther difforont. rising as an oiToho t of th Landscape rdon 



1 . ~ nci Go d in: 'Domcst c Archit ct..iro ••• ' 
Loncl n • 1833 • 

2 . p • 'Ornamental denin 'Lon , 1 3 . 

r wins oo O Bromley, 
rary ~ t raolour. 

T V 

orn ental cottages gained ne 

'implicity' of country life . 

' 

po ulnrity i th the 

Following tho preced 

t 
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mantic d ~ration£ r the 

tor uarie toinette, 

, o built her o :n pl ythin vill ge or such otructuroo at ors illcs, they be-

C a re ar £a hion in Regency gland . rich patron th 'penchant' 

£or the ' ~cturcsque' i ht spend 

re ... idanc e,.;) ~ ic h wns sel.dom 

omall .fortune on one or these iniaturo 

except as n , eek-end rotre t or as a curios-

ity. An into al port of 1e 'Cotta e no' it setting; book and 

--.c-;-,zines of ti time • ore full of de er ti ns such as this or J • • a .;orth 

{ 1Rural esidences• publiah din London in 118) of tho house ~hOt'm in Pl te 

35: ' ••• e bo erin it 1th shr bs, creo ers and f1o orin plants ••• renders 

it highl.y intcr'-stin , provided tho deoign iG f vour blo, nnd tho ;.,ltuation 

a_ ropriatc to its object ••• thatched it recd ... , the t ru.r l m pie-

t~eoquc coverin : the bro1m tints of it~ urf cc oppo e th v ious grecno 

or the ~oll rP by 1c it accom nied, ve no tnes or effect th t 

is very proposo s i • 1hich y bo roved by the colour gi en to the a.ll , 

should they be built of matcri e hicl do not harn10nize 1th th . . . ' 
In such build1ngw the veranda 1 ycd an important ro e , especially in 

linking the livln rooms of th house to the garden .. ' Tho verandah y c said 

to take tle roo i el£ bro d, for 1cn rendered ••• tt.rnctive ••• it . ald rrc-

qucntly educe th 

b t~ en tho hou 

rk-tablc or th re 

d the open- ir . ' 1 

t blo into its o:m n ut.r l ground 

To provide oa.oy access bet con th arden the house the lo -cillcd 

c ency i.l o her:e b c ranch indo ~: ' Ti c chi p:ir ent.6 ' -.,ays , ap-

orth 
2

• aro no •.• pl c-ed on c 1 vel o tho gro , ond h ve fre acco s to 

the lawn or terr e by cascm n th t d sccnd to the very floor . This h 



l . thif., tJ. o i h t t o ll"' 

• 

nc • • • ui t vcr a . , dear 
to , encircles the tiny 
h u illaide a ot . h re 
ncv c la for look lazily at th ... rru.n 
• • • ' 'The i .., ' ctooor , 195 • 

• J. urc el. 'Trnvel~ in the Into ior of 
lfrica 1 • ( irvt volu;; o , Lorui n , ld2 } • 

uthcrn 

• In t c 1.s 1 ho.i-> , but i 'L s in a 
v ry e c di d ed to; yet surr unded 
by lo ty it i ua de ... e otter 
edifice , n li 11 be ~ · le t 
villa. o ha , ad us to 
.., rc:i o d · on o roo • • ry f D'"'c . 

. th 1 1 • 

Tho baildine h been r th r ~.ir~oriiy re ed for 
occu tin by th overn r ~n 1817. (C •• 97/1 , 29t1 
Sc ~ . l'.317) . 

3. Despatch 13th July , 1825 . G •• 2 /11 . 

c.o. 221/1~ 
• Dur 

5. c •• 199/ 

t Oct. 1 24 tc. 
= . c •• ~7/1 ; • 

Th co tr ctor 

22. 17 Jun l8ti • 1S2J. 
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been attended by the introduction of colonnades and verandahs tlmt throw 

agreeable ohade on tho apartments and :41ich become new ones for reading and 
1 

study • 

The French indow thus enabled the landscape to bo come a garden for 

livi?1B-in, instead of a scene f'rmned by the drawing room 1indo .s . The lawn 

beco::ios a more important f eawre than before , extendina right -up to the ver­

andah - and if there is none , to the l'rcnch indows themselves - and replacing 

the gravel drives ond paths ::hich formerly encircled the house; ' ••• in fact , 

the li:nm has become a favourite auxiliary to every room in the boLlSe. ' ( Pap­

·worth 'Orruunental Gardening' London, 1823) • 

\ .fine example or wuch an orruimental. cottage, complete in every detail 

is provided by lord Charles Somsrsct 's '. rino Villa ' at Cnmps Hay , rebuilt 

in neu fonll in 18 23. 

1ml odiatoly after the stor.JS or 1822 a plan ms prepared by illiom Jones 
2 

for holcsalo altoratlo e to 'tho Govcrn:nent Buildings at Comps Bay' . ccor-

ding to ;iomorsct, they uc 'unavoidable Repairs', in .hich delay uld have 

led to oxtensive dilapidation.'3 He did not dcfino exactly Ihat he eant by 

'repairs' and clearly he used the word in a very broad sense. During 1823 

and 1824 additions and altoratlons ere carried out on the unpretentious farm­

house, ::hich converted it to an 'elceant villa' of t 1e type Burchell had en­

visaged for the site. Besides reflooring and receiling the entire ho~c 11th 

stinkwood ,' installing five fireplaced .ith surrounds of obbcn Islam stx>nc ,5 



1 . C. • 275/86 repairs to 1.C ! 24t June, 1826; con­
.firmed by rc.f erence to t e plan. 

2 . C .o. 199/14, 22 1 tl June 18t Au . 1823. 

J . c ... f . oar1i"".,t, · ater colour of c ri e Villa, by usan 
Cornell iddingh dro ,m 1826 or :i.rlicr . ( Eliott 2088-
un d a th s urc for Plate 41, the oodcut in Thom -
sml''s 'Travels', Lond n 1827). 

4. I~ orth 'Rural ResiJonccs' Lond n, 1818, 57 . 

5. George Thompson thought it oO cle ~nt th t he l ub-
li· ed a vie of it: ' Travels dvent\Jres in ~out rn 
Afric .' 2 vo s • .Lond , 1827. 

:59. 1 ta.rine Villa', Campo Bay. (Elliott). 
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l 
and one of mnrble, Somerset had two bathrooms added to the pl.an, and rrcncb 

win 0\1S rJ1ockod through tho , alla or the main rooms hich raced on to the sco.. 

The entire building ms rethatched, and dormor windo s placed over the back or 
tho bou-.,e to provide '"'ervants' accommodation on the up1er level. xtensive 

2 
slate paving as laid around the vill-n, with korbed paths loadin into an or-

nmnental garden planted ith fir3 and silvcrt.ree.;J bet. een the buildings and 

the uea (Plate 41) .
3 

The main dn s surrounded on three sides by a veranda ( lato J.-3) onto 

hicb rench c: se.mnts openod, ti.th Venetian louvred ahuttero to protect. the 

room rom the afternoon sun. The veranda ,as incorporated under single 

th tchcd roof giving the hou..>e n simple ppearancc ' •• • designed to harmonise 

with gurdon scenery > and to arrcro degroe of embellishment by its verandahs 

and the variety or shudo hich they roject •• • fhe cottage roof is ell fitt-ed 

to aasi3t. in this endeavour, sits over-ban ·ng eaves produce picture ... que 

offeet, and ve a consider ble shelter to the house . n the leasing variet) 

or shado 1 result int; from this desi@11 , its pretem,ion to notice ;0uld pr lnci-
4 

pally depe , for the parts themselves aro per£ectly simple and unaffected • •• ' 

Observe ho e1 t1 i"' description by Pap 10rth or one or his mm houae , suites 
I 

5 
the South lfricnn example. 

Prophoti c as the basic <lesi or this 'vora.nda house' may see to us to-

da.y, o.n ovon more remarka.blo feature i-> tho pa terning or the f c.!.5Cin. The 

veranda at 'Ne•.lands' \ms simply an oxtre.mely light cla..,sical colonnade. But 

in the 't rine Villa' tho designers have hit up n the idea of obtaining a por-

nent festive 'seaside' effect by n bold &ha.pin- of the bargeboo.rd. To find 

t oriei,n or thio i ca re r1eed look no furtJ1 r than t.lm Prince ogcnt 's 1 oyal 



40. 

41. 

Early Photograph (s.A.P~L.) 

Print fro Thompson•o 
•1r v la ' , London,1827. 

42 . Detail , ohowing tho original 
Venetian chuttero, ohapcd brae­
board and dormers. 
4~. Plan ruid Elevation . A copy or 
the original dro.wingo muio in 
1a21 (o.n. 26/17, 0.45). 
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l . The ' iarine Villa.' was sold by auction for th beno­
£i t of the Colonial Treasury in July 1823. (v . corres-
pondence ., • • 26/17 lo . 45, etc . ) It ias demolished 
c . 1955. 

2. J . Barro , 'Travels ••• ' London , 1804, II, 227. 

3 . • • Laidler. 'Gro th Gov rnment of Cape 'l'o .n' • 
Ca ::,e Ton, 193 :J , 401. 

44• The •Round Bouee• at Camps Day. {Elliott) . 

r tJ ' 224 

Pavilion' at; righoon, t.hollgh tho patt.ern of' our example is cle:1rly that of thE 

drapes of a canvns awning, r ther th n of an riontnl tent . In both design 

and method or execution the outh •rican ver nda io l rgoly orlfi.nal, m'ld tho 

first repreaentat :vc of a style or rr t r-'it ornn- entaticu hlch 
1 

vogue only f'orty yom'I go. 

till in 

The • r?ound Houso 1 on the slopes of Lions Head above the ' £Brine Villa 1 

was acquired by Lord Charles Somerset £or use as a llWlting box., probably in 

1817 ~ hen John Barrow '2I'Ote of tt-~ Cape in 180J, he wentioncd th t besides 
2 

the eovernment. cott ge there ,.ere only a 'fe vJJall batteries• and it was 

cleDrly on the foundations of' one of these nimple circu.lar out.posts {dating 

from the Company's time} that a bur 1er named Horak first erected a lodge. 
3 

According to Laidler, Lord Charles Somerowet enlarged this building b:> its pro• 

sent size. ihese enlnrge.: nts appear to ha.ve con"'1St..cd mainly i.n t.he ddi-

tion of an elevated curving veranda urourxl the side of the circular redoubt 

facing out onto t,ho ea. l Plate 41t} . And, although it has been several tiloos 

damaged by fire • tho 'Round House' ·ob bly stands today substantially as Sou~r­

sot knew it, complete ith elaborate double .folding Tench ~ndows to clo,;;Jo in 

the deep, ohadcd verandah from tho extnomos of the woather. 

' ••• a verandoh adapted to a balcony (is) ••• an useful an ornamental aP-
pcndage to a I.ondon dwelling. .:o decorations b ve so euccess.fully varied 
the dull samenuss or modern structilr'co in the metropolis, s the verandah: 
the lengthened indo , and the balcony; thoy have produced an intr nsic 
eJ.egance. • •• '.the verandah would long ago have taken a substanti l and 
architectural char cter. but. that an ct of Parliament. is more thnn im­
pliedly ""atal to t 1e erection of them ln streets an squares ; but t 



1 . Papworth ' Rura l Ho i dences ' (Lon l , l 18) , 103. 

• c.o. 97/4 . 16 "eb . l Gl U. 

3. .O. 91/145, 8~h Jul y, l Sl J. 

4. Cory 'The .t1i se v.f Sout h i.fr i ca ' , I I , 1 20. 

5. cont orary print oh0\#1.ng th cgoncy 
veranda. 
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agi.str tes, mtd indeed the surv ... yora of the dis t;ricts , m th much good 
sense, have hitherto pennitted them to be 1rojccted in the light manner 
in ic. this dosign be3pcaks them to be executed. They arc com time~ 
mo.de of metal in this character, and it .rould be i.neongruoas oo give thei 
a more solid appoaranc-c • here a seemingly adequate support could not be 
erected beneath. It is not. improbable that at ::,ome future day the ver­
andah a.--irl piazza will form a cons:ld erable architectural beauty in thi$ 
metropolis, and tlm t they rill be const11,ucted in a :ay suitable to the 
nature of our climate . • (v. Plate 53) . 

In thus vlng us the tenor of' architectural opinion in 1818, np~ ;orth 

does or.1ch to ox.pl in the populnri ty of the town l1ouse vorandah, and a1so tho 

bac growld for the peculiar ch racter it usually ~.s 

one of the oarliest exam les 1.n ~outh A!'rica: 

ed. Let us consider 

So rsot seems to have lavished at lcust as much attent on n the re­

furbishing of Govorrunent lo c a s he did on any of his other buildings . The 

t- arTun f'or expenditure dur in the perlod of his rule ( snd we m ~ t assu11e 

these to be but a scanty record) reveal an almost unbroken succession of re­

decorating ojccts cit v:ernment Hou.so . 

The garden front of the building may be soen in Plate 5 on Puge 16 • 

It as variation on tha '-,toe araer' ty 
' 

th an early classical colonn le 

bui.it along the stoop . Ono of Somerset's first schemes w s the complete re-

construction of the roof of this colonnade in teo.k and yello,.Jtrood , and the 
2 

rcroo£1n of the \.:bole buildin ·th a £lat brick ond plaster roof on bo~d.:. g. 

The Dr.a: ing Room ceiling, (of -canvas) .as repaired , and tour months 1 tor the 
J 

:hole buildi ng iaS repainted. 

Cory records tha t during Sir ld'ane Donkin's administration of the af­

.fairs of the colony th.c uarter1y expenditure for the maintenance of Govern­
Ji. 

ent Hou.so ~m cut to one fift , hic 11 gives oo.ne idea of the extravagance 



l . 

2 . 

c.o. 175/41 u . 18 2 . 

• is -tC 
urst (oy h-. t 
c t.i.o ) • , T"ne 

... cr1yerl s to 
r t _ uiab.:.t. nde 
only~ t providentia 

>f o n fallen l.r , 
t oo est i 1 oon 
o ... J chair had 

r· 1 • Th t i oz 
props in the . o :s ' • 

I ter shorte ed by 15 feet 11 1~ ~ 1c 
b ct on r ov .... d ' o d.!. to im t:o 
t . 1 .. 28/20. p . 634 - 9 .. .30t. • 1 . • 
I bsequently u tere y t again , in tlc l t 
n 1 century . 

It~ to be remov in 184, ( •. 28/~ . p . 63~ - 9, . 
'Tl o pla ... ter is crackin o·rm to tho \,ruit of in­
suff'icient hair , 1 "' ., gr ... at roxirnity o t e 1 hs 
rrev .nti ng sufficient key in an tt c .e.lknes nnd 
c str ction uf t ~cili~g j 1st . ' 

• • 221/63. 

46. Covornm nt Houso, Cnpo Town, by de Meillon. 
Printed lot January,18}2. 
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of Somerset's building projects. 

e had no t been back i n Colony very l ong, ho over, before e ~-as cal-

ling .for advice us to tho best material for ye t other completer -r ofing 

of the building. (Both sl t .. a and painted shi11gl.es 
1 

ere sug c~tcd by Jones, 
2 

~he latter eventua ly being chos en . ) i t the sa, o t,imo he began gr-andiose 

plan for the demol ition of the low uings (t a ' s too -knmersY) an the erection 

or an im ressivc bal lro • on the s ite of one , and a n double-storey droom 

suite j_n the Po ition of the ot her. wen ilbcrfor ce ird , ho i n 1822 pub-

lished an ccount £ ' '!'he te of the Cape of Good Hope in 182L' thought the 

house in c or some ...,uch el teration : 'Xhis ab:xie might oo thou.g t hmidso 

£or a high and mighty ,arcantile t>ody, but i3 not on a s cale becoming the re-

present ti:'.:>n of tho ri.tieh King, on t he out'dOrk of hi e stern empire . It 

1s also con ider bly oat, of repair. ' (P. 157 . 

The ballroom ( l tes 49, 50 ) s seventy seven f eot long and t hirty four 

feet wide,3 (compared with 3:P x 18 ' for the old dining room thich ... t .. c_ 

plac d • . t the entrance end, ahog~y folding doors opened i nto it from the 

lobby, bile nt the £ r end of the bal l room scm:i.circ lar a se ( ade by pro­

jecting a bo i end f rom the bu1lding ) housed a s t :igc , ith a e..all.ery over it. 

The , hole interior s .ost l vis hly deco~ ted ith a modelled pl.ns t-.or cci-
/4-

ling , lead ch.on :lelier r,:,ses and cornice • nnd t ;o marble 'st tunry chymney 
t; 

piec s' in nc of t he log alls.~ 

The other wing 3 r-ebuil t,. , ith t :o s torey.:. and basement , to hous thE 

inc ell.ars at oo__,cmcnt l evel. with His Excellency's Oressi fl o ll ater 

his office) and his 0 cr .tary ' s of.fice on t he entr nee l e vel, o.nd a bcdr.:>o 



l . C. O. 21+7/17 2nd • .arch 182,5 . 

2 . Ibid. 

G. H. 28/20 p . 634 - 9. 

C •• 221/51. 2nd Oct. 1821J.. 

Re art on the e~timated co t f t e str ctw-o ( 't 
'Was already begun nc1 th_ mat.aria! ordered) . . O. 
247/37, 24th day , l.825 . 

47. The Regency verandas to the new side wings of 
Government House, added in 1025. 
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and dre sing room on the top level .. f!ew fireplaces ere p:it into the main 

rooms , ond in these tl entire surround and hearth tare worked in , obben I..,­

lan:i slate •1 A era.ming feature of the redecoration o the ornam nt.ation or 
the doonrays leading :f'rom the central colonnade to the new iu s . Tnesc ere 

elegantly designed 1.ith sculptured Adam radiating pattox·ns in tho blank panels 

over the doors (Plate 47}. 

Along t. e Cu11 1.ength or both or th se nc ings mer.;,ct a.oded raised 

voranda in t c vory late~t English fashion. 
2 

They 1 ere given delicate cast 

iron r ilings, ~lat pavin , slender took uprights3and callop1:d bs.rgeboards, 

and ero covere ith curving tentlikc zinc roo£s. These verandas ere ong 

the most elegant of 1,•hich \,e h vc kno ledge ever built at th.e Ce.po in the e­

gency style ( late 47). 

In keeping ith the taste of be t.i c I all the room opening onto these 

ne-i verandas coIJmun.:.cnted "1th the by renCi casements, -acll protected .from 

t aft~rnoon sun (for it wa~ the west face of the buildins) by 'Venetian 

Shutt.er 11.nds' • 
1,, 

Tho new verandas only ,;;Orvcd oo point out the incongruity of tho original 

colonnado betueen the win~, (\\'hich was probably very nearly eighty year old 

by then with its neavy Tuscan colwnns and laster balustrade. i.>Omer.set.' s 

final gesturo in Cape architecture as to order the reconstruction of the 

,1hole colonnade ath elegant 

of teak reinforced by' riv 

Ionic co1wnru::; d a light entablature 

e Girder~• f arael Timber. 5 ,bove there ms 

desi :-ie linbt v randa us:i.n the teak lattice- rk then po ular in Briehton 



1 . 

2. 

3. 

· 11 l t r n 1 th, n t1 roof 
on boarding. C •• '?J+?/37 24t y 1825 . 
tcr ro cl't .1 'Ci r 1 c d by 
(or tarred) o bo rdin (G . H 872 ) 

c he 1cefort b co th standard var: d 
roo ing t rial .for lo pitc es . (c.o. 374/124 

3rd July 183 etc. ) 

ot r t bui 
iv . altho 

front f cado ere: 

gs 
not 

thi 
.l y 

tL e ich 
their 

C e p 18 , rnber 
entitled' 1 f otta e 

p Collection, 
r oc 1cd 

by jor i tzroy ' an..--J e lScri bed ' i s ie 
by jor tzroy 1 • itzroy ta 
in June 1825 t Lieut . -Col . 
( Th l , ' ccords ' , IV , 71) • 

48 . Th garden front ot Gov rnm nt 
Houao, tter Lord Charlco 
Som r ot•o alterations of 
1824-6. ( lliott) . 

cd i jor 
be 1825 

l 
and Cheltenh • 
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This type of veranda robsbly o d its eharact r to the in-

fluonca of' trollivod arc cs in the contemporary land cane c-ardon, the 1 tri -

11.s' a ocock coll d it t t.o upport t e ehooting :tendrils of t vine an:1 

fYlY 1 rinnce of tho pa sion t'lo er' . ( • • ocock: 1 chitectur l Designs 

for us tic Cot.tag a, .:.cturcsque llingo, Villas, etc.' London , 180?. It 

ro r e ents definite attempt to link the house to the arden, n attempt 

which i r inf'orced by th tentlik fo or the ro 1' . uch a erancJ 

Loudon id 'calcul te for b in ec rote w t ivy and ere pers'. 

(Loudon 'Country csi onces' London , 1805) . 0 cning onto :ho Govcrnm_nt rouse 

verand , nd t n below, more cnch ca .. e onto nd louvred shutters ere 

ins led ( Pl.ates 48 51) • 

'J.'he • le oj ct must v co t t Govam "'nt a consider ble um . ut 

wha tev 1 .. th ome Government' o ;reac iono , s ucces i ve Governors c uld n t leo.at 

o ~ toful to erst , o, hav:lng found th bui ding .. d c yin true ure 

in an o tmo od idiom, left it stylish gentl 

he him elf ro~d hav s id , to be 'tho residence of 

ansion, tell , orthy, s 

eovernor' . 

The ovcrnmcnt projects c rriod out by ~omerset undoubtedly gave en r-
2 

mous tu:J to th de- pre do ti n o£ es ncy fashionz t C o. 

jor i tzroy , t e ali torr .:.iecret r~ to t Governor a 

ving v randa to hi cottage in yn r g in (or before 

ernl o the oldo t stoc - r ous in l bl le 

ddcd an elegnnt cur-
3 

1825 ( late 54}. cv-

er redecorated at 

ut th t1 e t e o rtun ty a th n t en ti.:> to the n .1 por-

tico nd light l tticcd er vernnd a with carvin 



49,50. Government llouo Ballroo • Added o.1a24. Th 
original appearance of plat 49 wno aom wh t 
differ nt, n larce eemicirculo.r pee for th 
orcheotra xioting behind tho go.llery. 

52 . ' Longwood' • Lattic -
work veranda, c .1815, St. 
cl na. 

51 • Upper v randn or Gov 
Cap Town. 

cnt llouoe, 

5,. Plnt fro Papworth, •Rural 
donooo • , London, 1818. 

Resi-



1. c.o. 245/23. 

54. Plan or jor Pitzroy•e houo, 
111b re, c.1025. 
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Ind ed contemporary recorda, like the ... ketch books or ir John D1 0yloy, 

(1832) , ho . th t th vc~andn 1mo fully est bl1.sh as char ct ri tic or Ca 

ToMi's architecture by tho l to t cntics ni early thirtie ( 1 te 55). uch 

ornnd a thooe of Chu.re i.Jq aro shownin a photocra h of c . 850 (Plate 57) 

appear tD date fro this cried. 

Ver d ere also being increasingly used in exposed situutions: 1Re-

ort on tho houses built £or the Gov rn.nent t to m., mrch 6th , 1825: 

• • • not r J.mprove.ncnt se nee ssary to secure the .front fro the effects 

of the rnirro ••. ith this in vie I 't'10Uld r co end t e r oval o t of the 

three projoctin Tindows from the front thntch (and cxten ing this tch 

£0 feet for ard .LO or of 
1 

vorando.'. 

Domer ii.ndows er continually c using trouble bccau they ere so di£-

te?1)TOO in t 9.tch. (cf. Chapter 7 gp 14-7 ) • ln areas whore ficult to 

thatc sited as roofin t rial in preference to shingles ( • • Paarl, 

Stollcnboscb, orcester, .., llend , George etc.) t ee nltcm. tive thod--> 

of all tin light to re ch the c ntro of' o loft bovo th voran a roofs 

r ado ted , nll of hie 1 ere pr c icul n orproo£ . 

(a) The con ervDtivc method, ::hich frc uently adopted , as ey the 

orocti n of a g ble over th , c ntr ot' th £ cade follo i the cighte nth 

century pattc.rn at dt di ied 

(Plate s 9 on page 2.:'.12. • 
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55. V Opposite, 
ora.nda. in C Sir Chn.rl ape own D 

Hay, 1e;2eo D'07l Y da.trdawing by 6 • ( e 11th 
5 • lloueo in N C pe Arohivea) 

- 0V Prov14 • mas, third u cnce, Na.eoau 
57. 'Oran◄ q artor of lOt , 

1 ,eaioht' C h c 
atticawork • ape Tovn A • 

Oovornment Houppor verand; light 58 us t or tho 
• 'Tho Deane ypo. (Elliott) 

Cap M ry• Or • 
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~ovn. snge Stro t • 



. ',,_ 
• ' , . • i->~., 
~ , ~• l . . 
·:,.· - ' . 
., ' 
.&!, 

-■--■ ~ ~~ 

~ 
...rJ 

rt] - .I . -



The influence of the veranda on 
traditional aroh1tecturo1 

59. A late oxa.mpl ot the contrc­
gablo in Paarl. 

60. Typical bouseo in tho Swcllen­
da.m diotriot1 an example from 
Heidelborg. 

62,63 . Attic windows instead or 
sables to ventilate tho loft1 
houses in Paarl. 

61. Po.lladio.n attic storey from 
Pl.nw•a •Rural Arohitecture• , 
London,1785, 1804, &c. 



l . d took l ce in t e 
r troduction of the 

th · d teenth century. 
er chitecturc f oloni 1 
'· , 1925 , 3 • 

64 . •oatlande', Ora etown. Interior 
ot the (mid-Victorian) veranda. 
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(b) A more ashion bla tho , ft.ct· the ad ,ent of the veranda · t its 

long horizontal 11nee ( hlch tend d to spoil the eff'ect of central gables) 

the introduction of a :row of attic r.indo ,.., bovc the veranda roof .. his .~ 

li"idaspread in i tu ap lie a · ons after the vcrilnda was accepted in the country 
1 

istricts, (c. 1825} . (Plates 61, 62 63) . 

( c) In the ~ ,rell,endam and George districts, a third treutmcnt as es­

pecially characteristic. hi thls type tho centre part of the thatch na.s 

raised in a lo o mcping convex line to allow the inscrti;;n of a single lon<, 

fanl.i t , usll!ll.ly of tho seLJµental r diating kind , over the veranda roof .. 

( Plate 60) • 

In the centre 0£ Cape Tom more and moro stoops ~re being cov red in . 

'The sim lest way in hich th.i.s could be done s by the erccti nor 11@1t 

iron f'r e :ork for stretched c nvao hich croatco the characteristic ent­

like shape of tc11 copied in roo~s of more ermanent oateriols • ( Plato 68) • 

,ilany of the early verandas (such as that of the I sonic Hotel.' in Darling 

utroot) ore so extremely light in their constructi n and so cl gant in the1J: 

sim lleity that they look quite modern to eyes attuned to conte,porary archi, 

tccture (Plato 65 • Others of the same pcrioo , with the ela or to hinos~ 

patterning than fashi nable ( 'the Old De ery' Pl.ate 58, is a fin oxample) 

bolong u.'1In:is takably to the oar1y ninotee:nth century. The £lo .ered v rand , 

the trellis d balus trad , co onnad "' l. tJ1 !il.i£,ree tr c ry anging bet ·ecn 

them - covere ;it ivy and cl::L bin creepers it · ll be observed, even in 

C 
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65. :a.sonic Hotel, Darling 'treot1 Cape 
Tovn. (a delicate tent-like sine 
vemnda. n>ot on light pip supports) . 

66. House in Windsor, ev South Wal o, 
Austm11n. 0. 1010-20. 

67. Verandas 1n Church Square,Ca.p Town • 
.Photo taken 1850-60. Uote th climb­
ins ere pro o.nd o 11 enclosed ear­
dona cut out from the area of Church 
Square. (Elliott). 

68. st. Gcor8e•o Hotel, St. Goors •s st., 
Capo fown. (retouched to suggest 
original oanvao covering to the v r-
ancla framework). (S.A.P.L.). 

69. Ville. in Wynberg. Noto tho trimmed 
ha.nging canvas pattern reproduc din 
the voodon bargeboo.rd. 

70. Boua in ort Elicabeth, oonvortod 
into the Pot Offioe by tho time thio 
photo vaa taken in the oixti s. 
(Africc.na. Museum) . 

.. r 

tlll 





1 . True fret 1vrk begins t he f'ound only t 'l:l 
nm invented i rica in chine ror cutting it 
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publi h d tt rn books . 
ere after :-ards icported 
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71 , 72. 'Northdone•, atal, 1890. 
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dde rley Street 'i- these are the ingredients of tho neu style, ihich brought 

n reconcilia ti.on bet""Woon 'Art' and 'Nature' and carried tl1e reneh window 

(and its nssoci.ations dth open air lif o) into the heart or the city. 

In 1798 J runes la1 ton's 1 Essay on the British Cottage • h s muc to say 

about 1 the rude ordero of llindust,nn' ini'luencing British taste . Indian in-

fluence io visible at tJ1e Cape in some of the arched shapes {like tl ose of 

the flattened oc;ee arch of the 'Old Deanery ' ) and in the patterning of tnrge 

boards .. i.Oorish , Turkicll and Gothic forms al .. o crop up i"requently in vcr-

anda desien . Later ·ood~ rk patterns ore based on tho tradition l timber 

archit ecture of Scandinavia, Bavaria un-.1 Switzcrltmd, and arc the ro;;;ult or 
the oxtcnsi vu travel on tho oonti11cnt tl en tash.1.onable for the well- bred 

l 
EngL1.shman • 

In out- lying areas (such as ynberg, the country distri to and eastern 

Capo to\;'Il6) verandas had at first a channinB restraint in ornament ( l.at es 

67 70) . As the Victorino ora approached , even these rofli.ons could not 

escape the grotdng ta.ate for ostentatious and ,mnecessary decoration for· 

w.ich the veranda provided the ideal vehicle . But at its best {Plate 64} 

t.he mid-nineteonth century veranda uas a triumph of controlled pattern , fil-

tercd light and dappled sbado1. ventually it cruno to be uch an integral. 

part of the South frican scene that today it ?X>uld be inconceivable for us 

to i agine ninetoonth century architecture itllout it . On the farms it gav 

rise to the typical post- trek farmhouse-oncirclod (or at least .fronted am 

backed l by low lean-to roofs; in the tO\'JD.S it blossomed .forth in t1er upon 

t ier of colonnades and lace-like tracery. 





1. Thatch d cottege. t. Donate, 01 organ, Great Brita.in. 

T C'IITBCTUR OF TH EIGHT t 

. • 1 20 - 1 23 • 

236 

- (1) 

During the first half' of 1820 the Eastern Gape was transformed by the 

arrival and settlement, over a uidespread nrea,- of between 4,000 and 5, 000 

assisted emigrants from the British Isles. 

In ritain the fJapoleonic nrs had had the effect of quickening tho pace 

of the Industrial Revolution. rhen the Jars came to an end there ,1 a an atten­

dant drop in the demand for manufactured goods and this , coupled trl th the . 
return of thousands or soldiers to civilian life, led to a serious economic 

depr ssion. 

The Ho e Government ·.ms therefore .tl no mood for the expenses of the cam-



l ome idoo of the history of the ~an in 1ich the neu ritish 
• oi.gr-nts 1:7er to e settlt:?d nnd of' the frequency of the nati ve 

rd.do y bo n:in d f'rom the f ollO\rlng: -

In 1793 an ov r.ih lrnin ord £ n ive a.opt cross the 
li':lits 0£ mite oettlu ont as ·n.r as mrtkops Rivor 
noo.r tho i t of Fort liza :.eth , lmoat co let ly wiping 
out tho for r and their f'runilics . £ th... 120 £ ms th t 
had :xistoo in th r , 116 ,re aub , ucntly 1 'l. rithout 
tenants or co letely abandoned. (Cocy. ' Tho Rise of outh 
A.frica . ' 5 vols .London 3910-30. I, 74) . 

In 1799 the Xoou. invaded , _o area even f'urtb I' iest (as 
far ::- th GUl too ) .:!nd twc.ityni_11c eople :re.re killed . Only 
a an · ul of ouscs ·oro 1 ft s: onrlin ond ne ::rly :11 the 
ors s , c ttle and shaep .ere stolen. (Theal , ' History o.f 

.... outh fri cn tc . 1795-1834'.London,1891.45) . 
In 1802 mnr ... ud.ing Iott tot • shoo in fi'o t of the 

o ...... e , laid \mstc Ll..l the .f rms s far ~e::st o the K nitnml ' .s 
iv r , near the pre cnt vill c of Georg • 

In 1804 Co 1 • :,,;..,i. or-General 
to revi~ the situ· tion nnd 

, pty furmhounes in various s 
rans dcotroyed-'sad r~ords o 

oth f ws ood Bushoen. ' (Cory, 

c :.ist tr v lled to tho 
a horrifi d y the n u bcr 

s o.f d ::iolition, tn..th their 
h ruinous vi.itations of 

I , 136) . 
<j 

In 1810 .... cv ey _ l"D ea t or Uitenha c had to be 
bnndoned, the peopl e movi ton loc 1tiona furth r est . a 

co n us the places 1er vac vcd the nutive..., s em to lwvc l un­
dered all the .oveable trial ands v fire to tho.tchod 
roofs (I i d , 225) . 

In 18ll the Londdrost of Ui enhag re orted the t there l7a$ 
only on\.": farm stil l occu iod c-U.... of' tho Drostdy (Thec.1 ,156). 

In 1816 further rnids bo an. The Gov rnor reportGd (Apr il 
1$17) th t ' .... of 145 £runilioo .1h1ch hnv be n e""tablishod i n 
lbany, ninety have been· creed in t 1c lavt eightee.m nths to 

a ~ don their d 1el lings ', and it t pr b ly · { terror as s o 
en ral) tho ind r sho ld s.iortly fly . (Cory, I , 303) • 

In December 1818 t~dlambc t the hend cf on orCP,l1ioed i -
vasion force, rove us fnr as t ie :u.ndays River . Seventeen 
·hi.tc peo_ le nnd four Hottantoto rere ourdered. (Theal 'History 
of~ •• since 1795tl, 276) London,190 . 

2. 12 July, 1819. Potion y th Chnr.collor or the che uer ~sved 
y tho House of Co ens for a sum not exce d·n £50, O to be 

spent on assisted e., i[T .. tion to t. Cape of Good Hope (G. l • Thcnl.. 
' .ocords of the C pe C lony,1793-1831. 36vol s,Xll,250- 253, 
259- 262) . 

3. £10 deposit for each £ niily unit of man, T.i.fe and t ;o c ldren. 
Another £2. 10. 0 r s required :for each additional,child under 14 
and 5 for each a.d ition 1 per on bet.recn 14 and 18 ycnre . 
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paigns against the natives on the Ea.stern Frontier 0£ the Cape Colony, in 

the years following Jaterloo . British troops had already bad to be used 

several times to suppress the incursions of the Ka.ffirs across the Great Fish 

River. Yet as soon as the natives sensed that the strong armed-force had 

been \·r.ithdra~ they once more began raiding the frontier .farms, burning 

dozens of thatched hornestends to the ground, murdering their inhnbitants, 

and returning to Kaffirland driving thousands of stolen cattle be.fore them. 1 

In 1819 there ue.s even n concerted at·tack on the military headquarters at 

Grahams town· which .m3 repulsed only lrl.th great di.f.ficulty. 

By this time the itish Government had been b rought to the belief that 

widespread colonization of the Eastern Frontier of the Cape by colonists uho 

rere knovm to be loyal would lead not only to the g,roater sccuri ty of the 

Colony, a reduction in military expenditure, 3.nd the satisfaction of the de-

11'.an!i 11hich then existed for farm labourers and craftsmen, but t10uld also as­

sist in tho relief of unemployrnont at home. 

Accordingly, they instituted in 1819 a policy of state-aided emigration 

to the Capet followed in July by the vote of £50,000 by the Houne o:f Commons 

from which the pas ages and initial r,,rovlsions !'or an e:xp€.Ti.mcnte.J. settlement 

could be de.frayoo.2 

The terms offered to the emigrants were to be conditional UIX)n their 

laying dovm a deposit 0£ £10 for each family, 3 o£ which one third would ba 

returned on their landing at th€ Capo, another third on their arrival at 
, 

their allotted location, and the remainder three months afteruards. 'fllo 

passage and provi.Sions of the voyage to the Cape ,iere to be free . Ea.ch . . 
adult man ims to be allocated, on his m-:rival, o!'le hundred acres of land at 
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a quitrent which wns to be remitt .d for the first ten ycars.1 

:rho public ti n of the i igr tion scheme w attended in the opular 

preen by the most dld nd fl'nciful cxagger ti s of the fertility of tho 
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co ntryside and of the case :ti.th '1hich a livelihood t:r.is to b c obtainGd, P..nd 

:mrning voices (such s th•:t of Cruiksha.'"lk, in o celebrated series o:f car­

toons) \!ON: soon dro·mod in the clamour or · blic r .. proval. The imrrdgration 

officers found th9!!1Selves delugod d.th a lie tions £or £ree pas6Dg s to 

thi$ no-.1 Garden of aien. o:!le 90,00 enquiries ourcd into tho Col :ae.J. 

Office, a nu:1 or fr in excess of that anticipated, or practical. Only o 

relatively small proportion of tho a plicants were ccepted unde!' the scheme. 

Tho ritish Government favoured t~erettlers banding themselves together 

in larga parties e ch un er the leader ... hip or one responsible rn,on, and in crder 

to encourage this they announced th t any hundred families of one religious de­

nomination would be llow-ed to ta.kc uith thOJ!l a l-liniater, tfuose expenses 3nd 

salc.ry uould be the ronponsibility of tho Government . 

The Settlers ailod in the winter of 1819- 20, in twenty-four ships. They 

numbered about 4 , 500 in all, 24 from Scotland, 334 £rom Ireland, 6S2 from the 

North of' 'ngland and Jales , and the remainder from the ;..;outb of England and 
? 

the ore round London. ~ 

Tha Gov Tnor i;,£t the Cape, Lord Charles Somerset, ·w s on lenve in Engl&"'ld 

.:1hen the settlerc rrived . It waa loft to the Actin"-Governor, Sir Rufane 

Donkin, to carry out his policy, and to ~elcome the settlcr.s, a task ho per­

formed 1.dth tho greatest enthusiasm. 

Tho description by Thomas Prinzle of the scene at the eibcyonic village oi' 

ort llzabeth, no n aftar th· disemb rkation, rdvos so e ide of the varied 

backgr und of the e tlcr~. It bears \-'Tltness also to the straits of the British 
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middle cl se at that time . t~any of the lend era of parties 1.1erc :1ilitory 

offic-ers oi quite high rank, ,,horn the ces8ation of war had left uithout :my 

mcmis of livelihooc.. Others ,.rere one- tine prosperous fru.""mers and squires uho 

had been badly hit by the Industriru. Revolution, yet ha.ti ma."'1.lged to bring 

their fer - workoro and servants uith them: 

' • • • I then strolled ong the beach to survey more clos el y the crunp 
or the settler~, tlhich had looked so picturesque from the sen. On my ·way 
I passed tt10 or three marquees, pitched apart, ,un, ng the evergree.'1 bushes 
which · are 3cattered between the eandhills and the heights behind. These 
\-1ere the encrunpmenta 0£ so· e of the higher cl·1 0 of settlers, and evinced 
the tas u e or the occupants of the pleasant ai tua io s in mich they were 
pl a c ed , and by the order al"..d neatne..,o of everything about them. Ladies 
ood gentlemen, elegantly dressed, uera ooated i."l some of them wlth books 
in their hands; others 17er0 ram li among the shrub ery E"nd over the 
little eminences, looking doun u on the bustling beach and bay. One or 
tuo hondso e curriages were standing in the o en air~ exhibiting some 
1.# kens of aristocratic rank or pretcnsi.on in the proprietors. It was ob­
vious that several. or these fam111.e-s had been accusto ed. to enjoy the 
luxurious accom odo.t · ens of refined society in gl~nd. Ho,1 far they had 
acted tdsely in embarki g thoir property a.11d the hnppinoss of their i'runi­
l!es in an enterprise like the present, and in le ding their respective 
bands of dventurcrs to colonize the d.lds of Southern Africa, uere ques­
tions yet to be detcrru.ned . Forcsecinr;, s I did in so e de{3ree {although 
certainly by no means to the full exte.."lt), the difficulties and privations· 
inevitable in such circumstances, I could not vi.cu this class of emigrnnts, 
m.th their elegant arrangements and appliances, \rlthout some melancholy 
misgivings as to their future fate; for they appeared utterly unfitted by 
former habits, especially the females,for roughing it (to use the ex-
pre ... i ve phrasaeology of the canp) through the first trying period o:f the 
settlemant .. 

'A little tmy beyond, I enter~d tha Settlers' Comp. It consisted of 
several hundred tont.:;, pitched in parallel ro m or street"" , and occupied 
by the midd1.in~ and lo'Ter clas:3cs of emigrants. The e oonsisted of various 
descriptioni,:; of people: and the air, aspsct and array of their persons and 
te:npor tiry residences were equally various. There uere :respectable trades­
men and jolly .farme1~s, ,tlth evf!rY a earnncc of substance and snug English 
comfort about them. 

' There ware· ro.tcrman, fishc!"rncn, .1.nd sailors from the Thrunes and 
English eeaports, with the reckless and we therbeaten look u.sual in persoBS 
or their p rilous and precarious prof'essions . Ther~ were nume:-ou e,roups 
of palevisaged nrtisans and op rative manu.facturcrs, from London a"ld other 
large tm-ms, of whom doubtless t.. certain proportion 1cr1,,, persons of highly 
re utable ch ractor nd steady habits, but a :far larger portion v1cre squalid 
in their aspect, slovenly i:n their attire and domcotic arrar~em~nts, and 
discontented n...71.d discourteous in their demeanour. Lastly, there ~mre 
p rties of pnuper o.gricultural labourers . sent out by the aid of their 
respective parishes, healthier p~rhe.ps than the clas ... just mentioned , but 
not apparently happier in mind . fl. 
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litbin a tleck or t11;0 of their a.ITival the s0ttltrs wer -.lisperaing to 

their even mere lo,ely locotionn inland. All thoir posses~i~n~ :'lad to be 

transported by Bo-r trcl: .mgo .. e,whicb, together idth their owners as drivers, 

h d bean hired by th~ Gml"ernment . ventually, after travelling .for as long as 

.fourteen days , often forced to h(,•w their vray through virgin scrub with axes, 

they re:?ehed their de~tinations. 

' /ell does the t rriter rem<;; ber tho :etoment uhen t.he kind-hearted Dutch 
£armer - the otmer or the ,1agon ·thich conveyed him and his family to the 
spot intended for their future home - bade them, in a tone of mingled co -
passion and surprise, £ureuell - .leaving them 7ithout the smallest :::helter 
from tha \100.ther, nth their luggage strmmd upon the long grass, thcm-
oolves fricndleas, unknowing and unkno m ••• ' 1 . 

' • • • Jhile tho i:mggons were being unloaded, pro ed by curiosity, I ran 
domi to look at the small river 1hich was nenr, and on I1lY return found my 
mother sitting on a 1arge box ·and cryiTIB. On asking her \mat was the mat­
ter, she said Ghe 11as ~' she thought the tigers and rolves trould come 
that nie;ht ond eat us up.' 

'1c pitched our tents ••• It seemed very lonely to us men ; he mggons 
went array and left us all alone among the thorns and bushes ••• , 

In such circu.'!lStnnces the tents lent by the governm~nt seemed hut the most 

meagre protection, ruld the immedi t.e and urgent cnncern of settlers was the 

provision of so e leso flir,isy form 0£ shelter. omersetlnd antieip~ted the 

diff'iculties the set lcrs might experience in endeavouring to build in a stffil'\?P 

environment from is knm-rledge or the now settlements in l'Jorth .Amyrica. i,ccor­

dingly he left instructions, before his departure :for England-s 'that to each 

p rty of settlers some intelligent soldiers or non-co?ll!:lissioncd officers should 

be attached for the pur 03e of instructing them as to hutting, or otherwise 
, 

providing the necessary co¥cring £or themselves and their families , and that 

oome officers should hnve the gcnercll com.rnand and direction of persons so 

selected. ,4 But from the scr.:ttlers1 acco nts re 1mo , th-t this ,as neldom, if 

ever, done. Joodc.n prefa .ricated huts 1ere designed for the Settlers in 

EneJ_and, and sent out with the i.'ll!Il:igr.ant ships, 5 but r ew references to suggest 
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el- Jon s . ' hill , 1820 ~ettler.' (it :rmarivzburg,1960) 
85 . 

uscript in ..,he os-.ieso · on of 'lies i ot oodie of' Uols tter, 
ode ia, 28 h July, 1820, to 8th ec ler. 1821 . 

J • .Prin,gle: Lcttcr to ir alt -:- ....,cott, 22 ·ept . 1820 ( w.nuecript , 
tion · Li rary of cotland. ) . 

his t rpe of hous , clos ly x·el ed to the ' K at ilhuis ' , \1hich 
rcb .J.y tos c. to the rly igh-:; cnth century in the ue3t , 
. s :rly used on he eastern fronti r, and rsistcd in the 
~ z-ly l ,;,or r kk r d .. 11 0 c_ the .ort ern re ublics (Pl te 7 ). 

lton ' H o th rly o· th !'rimn tock A 1"I!lcrs ' ' l1'ric:nna 
otco nnd C'iu ' VIII,No . 2, 51- 54 . ,...~ lton ' 11 steo.do end 
il gev of outh ricn' . Pr toria, l 52, ~0, 92- 5 . 

Tho n e ris .... rom the hnrd rczd..., , 1 mrde eisi .s ' 1ich rrcre 
use n • c nstruction of th bu 1 i o . 

4. x-tr cts ro T ornas Pri e-.le ' t r.rr tive of 
ric ' 40 - 43. 

5. Charcoal Burner hut, 
outh Yorkehire. A od­

orn survival of a typ 
of pril?litivc dw lling 
co on in ~ediovo.l 
Europa. 

ideuce in ... outh 
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that any were ever actually used by the Settlers on th,i:r locations survive. 

One i.s to be .found in the p3.ssinc rem.:;rk of rho s Philipps Bade in February 

1821 , ' Mnny of our noil]hbour.3 arc still in ten ~s or wooden hous~s, •1 and othan 

in the di ry or Sophie. Pigot: 2 where it is evident th t the Pigat family at 

first lived in one. 

As the .lack of tools and ndequ to p;c--epar"'tion in most cases precluded the 

ir.tmediate erection of p ... rmanent structures, most of the oettlors contented 

thcmselveo fo_r t e time being . .tith thatched shelters more or leso after tho 

no.tive .fashion, of a type then kno m on the frontier as 'hartebGest huts ' or., C ;, t \ 

' hardbieshuisics. • (Plate 8) 3 

In tho :1ritings of Tho s Pringle 1e have an excelle."lt and detailed des­

cription of the building or one of these huts in the .first days after tho ar­

rival at a location: 

'fl~n"'ay, July 3rd. (1a20) . All hands mustered this morning to begin 
erecting our temporary huts ••• One party appointed to cut willow poles, an­
other to cut re ds by the river, a third to carry the materials to the 
spot . Peter Rennie and myself 1,ut to guard the camp, for fear o:f a sur­
prise .from n~tive banditti • •• Our camp al.armed by a 1ion at midnight . 
ii.th . Continue our labours vigorously; but the mnt of cattle and :agons to 
convey the materials proves n great hindrance; the i-rood and raeds require 
to be c rried t o or three miles on men's shoulders . The necessity of 
ke ping t\10 sentinels all night is an dditi nal hardship •••• Heavy clouds 
begin to collect above the mountains. Great nppreh.ensfons tmt the reather 
will brcuk before our huts are ready. Our provisions are also getting 
short ••• 
July 10th and 11th. k>~1-:.ing at our huts ••• • A lion seen today by the reed­
cutters; but he walked off quietly .rlthout attempting to molest the:n. 
13th •••• Divided the gar(ien ground and comme. ced cultivation. 

II.th • ••. Our tents leaky, and £ar from. comfor .. a.ble. Sever l of the f'emales 
r ther 3erio sly um1ell. 

15th. Pres;.;ied on the thatching of the huts. 4 

' ••• The site which I had selected. for my residence uas about 3 miles dist..:mt 



l . 

' 0 
or 
) II 

• ~.ckriJ.l 
ly o 
all over 
book1

, ' 

6. 1Xhomao Pri le' b -hive hut. 
Proa tl title pc.go of tho firnt 
edition of• :frican .otohco•, 
London, 1835. 
7. 'ly irol 1h3.rt b ot• ut; tro 
lmckhouse• • arrativ or o vioit 
to the Ma.uritiuo and South Erica•. 
London,1844• 

t 

I 

• ••• 1 teral­
t it 
ot -

C IIT CTUR OF TR· - (1) • 242 

from my relatives on either oldc; .?. Rennie b ·ng on tho stream a c,ve me, 
and Captnin Came on bclo11, trl.th rocky heic)lts and clu: po of shrubb cy inter­
vcnintt. I selected an open ._ra.s ... y mendow, uith n steep mountain behind and 
the srocl.l ri vor in front , bordered ey uillmi trees and groves of thorny 
l'.c~cia . It ,1as a boautif'nl and oeclu ·ea spot; tho encirclin hills spri -
klcd ov r \rl. th evergreens, nnd the r tile ooda.1-ground clothed trl.th rich 
.JllSture, and bounded by ro n.ntic cliffs covered with nloos an euphorbias. 
As the hut I m,:.i about to er.act wa. only intended for a t potm'y residence, 
I adopted , ;ith oo e vnriati ns, the node pract1ocd by themt1ves in con­
str ucti e; their si ple habitations. Drot1ing a circle on the gro~ of o.bout 
eighteGn fe ... t in diameter, l planted upripJlt. round·this circle, abo t tuen­
ty tnll uillo - polos; diggin I with an old 'bayonet, holes in the ground, 
just lar e onou h to receive their thicl er <:mdo . I plant d a stoute:r pole 
exactl y 1n the centre, & dr \ting together the tops of the oth rs , I bound 
th firmly to this centre tree nth thongs of' quagga 1s hide. ith tho oame 
ligature pliant ,spnrs or saplin o , ere bound TOund tho circle of' poloo. at 
suit ble 1ntervais. from bottom to top; and thus the wicker r1 .. rune or skele­
ton of n cabin tm.,.. camplotc , exactly in the shape of a bee-hive or sugar­
lonf' Plate 6] . It 1mo then thatched t:r.i.th re cw, tho ends of the .first 
layer ein"' let .about a couple 0£ i11cbcs into the earth. Spaces ore le.ft 
for a door Ctnd a small \1i.rldow; but neither fireplace nor chimney formed 
part of our lmi. A convenient door, :to open in two hnlves , 1. s soon con­
str-1ctcd out of boards of so o packing cnsm; a'ld a y~d of thin cotton cloth 
str etched upon a rood en frame .f ormcd , suitabl o trl.ndou. 

' '1th the as istance 0£ r.ty Hot .. entot servants I then procecdod to plas­
ter the int rior to a heigh of about 6 feet . The pJ.aster mis 'formed of 
fresh co 1-dun..,. mixed ,nth .an equal portion of sand, a· c ,oaition a.loost 
univ :ronlly in use 1n the interior or tho Cape Colony, where lime is scarce 
and expensive, and where, from the dryness of the clim:ltc, this substitute 
serves £er every ordinary purpose al ost eque.lly 1.,cll . lhcn the plast r 
tms dry the ,,hole was ,1 shod ov r tti.th a ... ort of size, composed of pi 
clay nnd 10od- ashcs diluted !1th milk , forming a handsome and durable r70y-
ish stone colour. . 

' ThUD secured externally, tho next pa.rt as to lay a dry and firm floor 
belo 1 f'oot; and , in this , as :i.n many other po ntst I thnnkfully received 
instruction from the llottentots . l ollo inz their a vice . I directed e. dozen 
or t 10 of large nnthillocks , of uhich there rore hundreds 11ithin vieu, to be 
broken up nnd broucnt into t e hut , evlcctinc; t. ose tbnt had bcmn pr viously 
pierced and sacked by the ant-enter ( , aardvark' ) am uh1ch t1are ccnerolly 
dootitute of inhabitants . T-lis mn.t rial . :f'rom having been ap arently cemen­
ted by the insect architocts with soc glutinous subatanco; !'oms, when 
pounaod and sprinkled uith wnter, a strong adhesive ~ortnr, ,Jhlch onl y re­
quircn to be ,ell- lmeadcd Ti.th tr ling feet for a f<:r.1 days in order to be­
come n d1! and co pact pavement, almost as solid and i • enetr ble as otone 
or brick. 

' fith the aid or my m:rtivc as istants I had thus obt.aincd a commodious 
d'rican cabin. abmit ei htean fe t in diamotCT, and ninctocn .feet hie..h in the 
centre. In tho.t serene and mild climate this t-1as sufficient for shelter; but 
f'or co:n!ort oo ethins more i:as necessary. xcept cooking utensils, tro:vclling-
trunlts Wld s e cases of books, I had brought d. th mo nothing in the sbaP(! 
of furniture; nor uao it pOG ible to procura any nearer than Orah:lrn.' s To\m 
at the distance of 130 miles; and even then. such\ns the scarcity 
or the idleness of the ~echan·~cs , th t one mieht pro~ bly be obligod 
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to wait twelve months for the execution of an order, besides paying an ex­
tragant price for very com.non articles . Luckily I had brought out a small 
assortment of carpenter's tools; and !M not altogether unacquainted with 
the use of them, for I had bee!l, tmen a boy, particularly fond of observing 
m chcmics at work, and of amusing myself by cabinet-making on a small ecmle. 

, . 
' Diligently applying myself to the U3e or hatchet, saw & augur, and 

stimulated by ncce sity, "the mother of invention", I contrived, in the 
course of .:.i £m1 weeks, to h ve my little cabin com:nodi usly and completely 
furnished . Firstly, l psrtitioned of the outer apartment a small bed-room, 
so contrived, tho.t, wY ~rawing a curtain or two, it could be lighted and 
ventilated at pleosu ..... c . In this I constructed a bedstead; the f"rame being 
.formed of stout poles o ... uild olive from a nei~bourlng thicket, lrl.th the 
smooth shining bark left on them; and the bot om to s~~fort the mattress , 
consisting of a strong elastic net\rork of thongs of b ock's or quagga ' s 
hide interlaced, ith similar materials I made a sofa for the outside 
apartment, which also served occasionally for a sleeping couch; together 
with the frame of a table, { the top being of' yeJ.lO"a-wood plnnk,) a fe.1 f'o'"1'f'l"lg 
and stools; and lastly an arm chair, wnich I considered by chof d'oeuvre. 
Not one of these, except·ng the table, had the touch of a plane upon it. 
But they looked nothing the worse for that; and the cabin am it3 rude 
furniture had so. ething of the aspect of a. rustic summer house or rotto . 
I y bo k~ , -an,,.ed high on a frame of spars over the bedroom, uith a couple of 
fire-1 .. ck"' slung in front , a lion ' s and leopard' s skin or tt.ro stretched a.­
long the tnatch above, with horns of antelopes and other country spoils in­
terspersed, comp}.etcd the appropriate decorations of my African cabin. 

'A few hut._. , of similar but still ruder construction, wer~ erected be­
hind my otm for the ccommocation of my n tive domestics and herdsmen, and 
for a store- room and kilt ch en. :hen theae ond the .folds for the flocks and 
herds were finished, the establishment wa~ considered, for the time, complete. ,1 

Besideo the circular beehive huts of the type described by Pringle, 

'Hartebeost Huts' were also commonly b'..iilt which were roctangular in plan, •that 

i:3 a kind of thatched roof star.ding on the ground with the ands closed' . 2 

Such houses often ho.d doors o.f rough ·.tlckerwork, and only a few small openings 

to admit light and air. Internal purtitions were simply made of rush mats sus­

pended from the beams. 3 

At the lo,e~t end of the scale rere temporary shelters such as those des­

cribed in af'ter years by the Rev. lilliam Shaw, made by settlers 'digging out 

holes, and bur:t·atnng in the ground , and placing n slight covering over their 

excavation, 1hile others again f:i.lled up interstices between perpendicular ro~ 
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c."ld thuo obtained v C!!"Y oubn ntial, but r t 1or c ld and uneomf'<rt blc quart­

rs . , l 

Du.g( ore spc ks of ' ycung rot.herhood of b tchelors' rmo 'built for them-­

solve~ a booth of 1 afy brrutchos, £tor tho nner of the Isr. el tos of old. 

n not!li.at o tcrial..., d~ bl:· houoo out of the £1.nk of river. •
2 

ery cncour e:ncnt tm.s 1 ven to the s ottl rn eo provide more perumient 

dt,cllincs ror themclvos. On y 24th, 1820, circular lett rs had been 1 ~ua:l 

vin£ th ponni.831 _, d"Urin.r' tho onsuinr; m1elvo months, t.o cut any :rood or 

hntch micb ch~/ w1 .~ t re uire £or building purposro. 3 110 many cont<ntod 

thc!nsclves with buildings of the st tempor ry sot·t , like tho.so descri 

hove, until ftro, f,lood or dee y .f:o:r.ced them to conoidor something :rnoro su -

.. tontiul, -many other ,. ettlers et ptoo to erect permanmt di cllings £ram tho 

oogtnntilg, mth v ryin"' dcgooa of sue"' ess. 

The indigenous method of construction e:crmnn tho frontlor boers' general.-

ly to k three fonns . Roof's 1ero almost inv ia y of thatch, walls might 

be built up of rattle daub, .... uperil!lposod layers or , 4 or of otone. 

ll of these co otruction thods o-rc used 1n parts of rltoin, end 

all wore nc thos edoptod by the sct· lerol nlth ugh oforenco for one or 

another m. 1t de d as ch upon the 11.n i ty of materials on tho loca.-· 

t1on as upon local bui.ldin practice in t..l\o country O- or-13in. 

Tho oar f rmhouso on tho frontier, as a scribed by George 

he time of the e.rriv ~ of the ritivh ettlcr 'rcnernblcs lcrgc 

pson a.t 

o.ivi-

ded .into t m or tbr a.pert nta. e of tho is tho ~ ite en, tmich nl.co 
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serves for the 3_itting nnd enting apartment . In the others the family slept; 

t'ihil e , in the outer one ••• visitors and travellers a.re accommodated \Ti.th a rush 

mat , a feather bed, and a coverlet spread on the clay floor •• • , . 1 

Another type of frontier Boer farmhoune , described by Burchell in 1811 

(Pl ate 11) had the kitchen separated from the main house, which he described 

as b. small oblong lott hut built of rough bits of rock; rudely thatched with 

reed and sedge; having no \"r.l.ndous , excepting one omall opening covered ~a.th 

,:;bite linen, instead of glnss; and the dcor~my 'but h.."llf closed 'i>dth a clumsy 

, panel of reeds .2 The inside correspo·1ded exactly with the exterior, and 1m.s 

divided into t,·10 apartments, nerving for sitting-room and bed-room,. which last 

mts also the store-room. No other furniture was to be seen than a table and 

three chairs, or :rather stools. Near to this hut \·rerc two outbuildings l'lhich 

a.t a little distance might be mistaken for hoy-cocks; one of them was the 

store-house or barn, os it might be ~o!lsidered, and the other the kitchen. 

ln thiG the fire 11as mJ.dc in the middle, en the ground; and the smoke escaped 

either out at the doer, or through the ill- thatched roof. h--very part of the 

hut tdthin ~ms stained like ebony, of a glossy jet-black, the e£fect of long-

' continued wood smoke . At a little distance from the building, or on the uerf, 

a:3 the space immediately surrounding a colonist's dwelling, is termed , l'mn a 

very large she"'p-folded, hedged round w'i.t.11 branches of Karro- thorn ••• • ,3 

Elsewhere Burchell rern.lt"ks that the above forms a typical description, 

but observes other types; in aor:ie 'the rooms .in tho principle house being • •• 

three (i . e . one in the middle in , ... ·hich the family sit and tnke their rneals , 

and a bedroom at each end) ••• i+ l'mile in others 'the ,mole house formed but a 

singleroom; and in this a large fireplace at one end served £or kj_tchsn, where 

5lo.vcnt and soma Hottentot maids,. sat ,"ithin the chimney, cooking both for the 

company n.nd for themselves . At the other and a screen of mats parted off a 
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bedroom .for th cmnl.e pa.rt or the f runil -; i1hilc fe.1 blEllll~ets or mats on the 

floor , betueen the supper t blc and the f-lrc, formed tho only slo Pinc place 

for the • • • younc men, a"ld or any casual visitors . ' 1 

The above descriptions arc important to us not merely for their value 1n 

indico.ting tho typo of local precedc:mt mich the settlers \. ere bound to ob­

serve, o.nd dhicli doubtless hnd ropercussion3 on their ideas of. trhat ,1ould e 

mo..,t sUit blo for the locnl condit · ons in er ctin.e their o m pormanont habita­

tions; even more sit:,lificant is thnt fact that n num er or the scttlm•s had 

the cood f'ortW1c to find tho ruins of old ocr rrnh us s on their allotted 

locations, a.ting in some instances as f'ar back as 1790, but in nearly all 

cases no 1 only blackened burnt-out shells servinn as erira l'Cmindors of tho in­

oecuri ty of frontier life. 

So e of' the ruined £ rahcusoo • nev r very pl"atentious, had boon built of 

\ nttlo and o.ub, and 1er , 0£ cour e , beyond repair. J re!!Jiah Goldsuain des­

cribes seein such o ruin on first a.r1"ivinz at .illirun :iit rs locntion: ' This 

hnd be .n a Dutch farmers place: thear ro.rc meney o- the postcs of -tho Cattle 

Kraal til.l --,tanding and the poateo of the d cling House: they liare more or 

less burnt but 1c aid no1.1 k:notr ti o meaning of' them beon burnt at that ti.me but 

\1e found out nftenm'!'da that the Kaffe-r s had mcrderd they farmer and all his 

.r. nley and hnd t ken n \-ray all his Cattle. ' 2 

Those f'ortunatc cottlera 11 o found the otono or lo.ycred earth trolls of 

nrlier b ildi:ncs on their properties t1ct to l:3orl .dth a rl.11 , rceonstructinc 
. . 

the roof's Tith timber hcr.-m fro n..,nrby kloorn , rethatchinc and closi.nt"? in the 

gape here once th ... re ha be n rrl do 1~ and doorEi • and .i.n a short time :restoriq 

the houses to so ct of their former corifort , and of c uroe, Tith the oriei 
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nal plan arrangements . 

vithin the fir:::;t months of the rrival of the settlers thcne 1r.i.dely 

scnttered and hastily r paired Boer fortnhou.sos .formed the finest dwellings in 

the whol e distric · , ,.,utside of the totms, ond in their turn served as models 
1 f or nt l east a few of the new farm buildings. 

'My chief study wa.a now to build a House, ' wrote "!'hom.'ls Phillips, '\re hnd 

t,,ro wet dnys \~-rich sickened us of tents . after v riouu plans of· temporary Huts 

of .attl ing tc be plaistered all over· which is the general one, l e~"'llined the 
' . 2 

olc'. /alls , part 11ere pcrf:ect, and I soon decided on building them up. The 

eoo:10n e rth wel..1-imtered makes a ost excellent mortar, wonderfully adhesive, 

a layer about a foot deep is made all round and the SUn a.~d the Wind dries it , 

so f'ast t that by the time the last layer is f'inished the first is dry ••• My 

Carpenters are busy cutting timber for the Roof mid the rest cutting Ruehes 

f or thatching, they grou very long, above six feet .... In a fortnight ' s tima 

it wau so covered that I talked about going doun to tha Bey. ' 3 Philip s then 

returned to Port Eliza.beth nnd brought back -i;rlth him his w:Lfe and frur.ily: 

'Hy do~ Wi .fe hung on rrr'/ arm, and uh.en thi3 roof of our humble co~tage !'irst 

appeared in vie,1, • • • I ~'Ta$ well rallied for my description of the cottage by 

all. The comparj.son I had made ,nth tho one at ssegai Bush t:1ade it appear 

so superior , but it is really a neat tasty building, and my men being ·tell ac­

customed to thatch , it is done exceedingly t!ell . &kiard found a otone-col all"OO 

clay vdth Illich he h- cl the walls ,ashed. Altogether it was so much better 

than when I had loft it that I rras deceived myself ••• • I have the best House 

in the Colony 0£ 12nigrant$ amidst 3, 000 acres. ' 4 

February 16th, 1821: ' Tho House is still in the same state, no additions ex­

cepting a Kitchen, no improvements as yet , nor is the permanent house begun. 

but our cottage is so comfortable lllld so secure f'rom the rain und the ilinds 
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that ,: e do not f'ind i.t necessary to h"vc any it'mled1.cte chnnge. nany of our 

neighbours cro wt:ill in tents or ooien House.;.i . It is built of d wall ... a.a 

a barn t ciu1d be Ii.th you, only the windo.;s are large c.n.d icy - I have no 

gloos, but pannels tlhich pull up and dotm, men the wind blous too roughly . 
they a.re clo ed on that side, em sufficient light is admtted by tha others. 

In th centre of our sitting-room is a long table de of sneeze wood, ,mich 

dmit of o high polish; ••• on each side er t 10 lone forms of the sarn wood -

r rs. P . and r.iyself eit nt the ends on atools ••• The roof is covered with rush 

\'lhich grow hare remark bly lone and lor~e, under thi.5 is n slight speci of 

bamboo reed, and by ray of .adding the couplen, an immense lorge and neat mat 

is spread the uhole length. The bedroom is partitioned of£ ulth sawed boards . . 
and our bookcase covers one half of it, the pianoforte under it , on one side 

is .u comfortable little etove, the chimney ipe goes out thr uch the \roll , and 

is oafe from setting fir to the thatch , the sofa st,ands near this on the op­

posite ... idc of the mll, tho whole of mich is coloured dth a 5to e colour 

resembling p.'.lint . On th 1! ft a.s you enter is the itch n very large and par­

titioned off lzy- mud 1nll, tho £ire lace built regularly 0£ stone, on one 

side c. boiler, and tho other n oven - this I hr1.vet done to avoid fire £or tho 

los~ fro!!l this destructive element has een very gr at; •.• on one oido of our 

tiny cottage but not ndjoirti ri to -t , t&nds the ran'::, Hou ... c , very comfortablo 

indcod, they have a £iroplacc but tney dine in the tchon ••• In this mmi ... ion 

r1e nll live c.s comfortably as if rn had 20 rooms in gl3?'..d . SU.ch is the 

dif'ferencc of clicnte a House is not the same nece sity, it is only \.~anted £or 

sleeping in ••• •1 

Recondit~o d Boor buildings al o included the hou3es nt 'Tnble F rm' 

(Plato 14), 'Burnt Kr l', 'Cyphcrfontein', ' egni Bush' etc. , and the house 
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ihich m.s us d as the first cl :urch at Sal •1 :..ost of these hod 11alls of 

ither layer d mud or r ugh stone laid in d mortar• and earth no ro . 

For• as Durcholl ramarl ed. a .f'cm y rs bcfo!"c • • • • tho f'crco of cuoto and habit 

is remnrkably oxe li.fied by tho fact , that even those boor , nho d 1 11 in the 

vicinity of the fore ts, still prefer nn e"rthcn to boarded loor •••• , 2 

It is intcrcs ing to note t t there uerc also o srnru.l number of houses 
I 

in th district ,mich had b n erectod in th previous decodo by British 

o icers st t'iqnod on outlyin for-ts . Sever 1 grants of ground h d been made 

to such men, gencral.ly ns a rermrd for devotion to duty , ond in so e cases 

their mves had even cen brought up to live uith the! • us Rev. Joh.t'l 

Campboll, dcscri in o visit to the frontier in 1813, mentione ' Lombard ' s R>rt, 

com; ;nndod by Lieutenants Gnro and Laycock, rmose La .as the first I had ooen 

in tho istrict ••• Lt. uthcrland ' s post • • • his house not boine finiohcd, ho 

lived in a comfort blo tent ••• , ; ophi Pi.got describes the ho c of Lieut . 

undcrs in June 1820 s 1ng a 'very comfort ble house, ore lik fnglnnd . , z,. 

Hou" o .inch 1 re entirely built y the settlora in the oarly months 

n..fter their arrival, and which may h v ecn influenced molly or in part by 

the ocr farmhouses includoo the farm 'Glen Ho,c' n ar athurst, built of mud 

bloclro ond 1 pis e de t el'Te' , and the Rev. -Jilliar.i Boardmnn 's f'armhous , 

'Pincdon', built of layered e rth. 

The great jority of those settlers 11ho desired to h ve pennanent. houses 

in the firvt months after th ir unccrem niou oposition on their loc tions 

ere not o ortUilElte as to find ruin d buildi s there fore them. _hey md 

per.fore to use mat ingenuity and buildin lmo\1lcdgc they co ld rn.mter - ruid 

the 1 tt r . s often parse enough. tiany mista.k ~ .or m do. specially by 
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those mo Ind co o f rom c cities. o rcllitccture mi.ch resulted wns oo 

ri.dcly diverse in ch racter a.s thoir backgrounds and c pacitie, end the 

IOOhods end n teriala of construction as vru•icd as the range of n tural mate­

rial allo 1cd.. 

To cstablinh ccneralities out of thl.s complex picturo is no easy task. 

t l st ~ lf of the sottl r • and proba J.y a cod tn.'.lny ore, came .from 

regions in ritnin ~mere rick ·uas in common use - mid brick tJaS the one 

tori 1 uhich -~· .., out of the queotion on r.iost of the loc :tions ir. the oarly 

years . Unburnt bricks 1'i'Cre cnor lly £ound to be quite unsuitable, tho varic­

bl e cot1position of the clny cnuein[; them to shrink end crock or to cru le in 

£et1 1eeks, uhUo tho proper firinz of bricks uas a stdllcd bu.sines., requir­

ing a carefully conotructed nnd cxpensiv kiln, unthink blo oxcept in the 

to ms or l rge J'!lission stations like Tboopolis. ;ven 11ar burnt bricks woro 

vaila J.e, (at S le , Uit mhagc, nnd n.f'ter,-r.;ird., at hurot, G thmnsto.m ond 

Port lizabeth) brick c nstruction uns al\mys prohibitiv ly CJ.,"Pensivo, being 

f' our times more costly thnn good stonm;ork in Grruw.msto m in 1822 •1 And then 

there ,ero transport costc to the farm locations to consider :in addition, 

and they 1 re cxtraordin rily oxor itant at firot . The result u s that up to 

th rn.d le or 1823 only fifteen rick f'annhous:; h~d been erected in the en-

tire 
".) 

lbany district . ~ 

One of the few brick houseD that uns kno m to d te fro this period, 

(Unfortunately no destoyed) s th built by the scttl~r Robert Dickason, a 

cabinet maker and buildin ccntroctor of Suosex, t •ho c m out uith ~ orman ' o 

Party llnd er ct d a d ublc-store-.ted hm,1se of 111.:irnt ricks on the wost bank o:f . 
the Sovcnfountcln.:> str run. > It s snid to have ecn oxtr mely 1.:ell- b• ilt, 

ond ms even roofed with nntilea mich. to3cther "1th tho bricks. ,·ere made 

and fired by Dickanon himself on the premises (Plate 18) .4 
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Another of thcnc early brick hou cs ime ' bitnE:?y ' (Flo.to 34) , built by 

... aptain enjamin r oocil.o. lthough not an 1820 ottler, r!iocdie mot"ed into the 

lbany roa in 182 , 1set the sen.rants ••• t o th1.. ••• task of felling tre a ••• 

chopped the ~·rood for his own house as uell . ' He lived in a rod hut uhile 

tho double- storcyed brick building, ' the first of its 1--..ind tha 

in th1s part or the district : ' .ms completing. e 
had be n built 

' • • • the Dovonshirc Cob ·ros rarely 'I! cnturcd upon at .first ••• ,l u.xperi­

menters e rly discover d tlnt ' Dev nshirc Cob' ms an unsuit blc material £or 

1ml.li e unless un ert en by a skilled hand. 'D vonshire Cob ' dir.t:'ered from 

the :tndi enous layered mud ,ra.ll construction of tho Boers mainly in th t the 

clay·uao stront;].y reitl.forced by on admixture of" strew or couhair and gravel 

and uas tr.:,d en do :n or rammed into a frai"'llc.rork . 2 t the process ms a. slo ;'[ 

one, ond the clay often unreliable, so th t cracks nnd crum ling corners r.sro-

~ ly in matry instances discouraged t,ho work be£oro it ras half complot • :Ve!1 

s , a consider le number of such ~armhouses ~ere actually built , sixty£ivo by 

Juno 1823,3 most of them presu a :ly by en who ho.iloo fr the country dis­

tricts of tho south and cast of England, mere this type of construction \'llla 

indic;enous (Plate 19) . J.:. Cob Jal ing is especially vuln ro.blc to amo.ga in 

heavy storms unless it is entirely coo.tad with such impervious mt erials no 

limo plastl r or tar. .Al thoueh lime burnt from shulls could bo ma e on the . 
coost , and there \1ere even outcrops of limestone alone the coast and st one or 

t 10 places inlo.nd, 5 there ras till tho d ficulty of transportina the quan­

tities necessnry for the plaster:mg,6 so thnt many of the cob houses ~-rore 

Gtill unprotected during the great storms of 1822 & 23, ~inich proba1 ly accounts 

£or the ero.dunl fall from f vour of 'Devonshire Cob ' as a. building material . 7 
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Tody hardly a Cob building survives in the Eastern Province. 

arly buildings in pc1ckcd mud, brick or cob had extremely thick t1a.lls, 

those on the utside seldom being less than tuo feet , and often considerably . 
more . By contraot, internal pnrtitions ;;rere s otimos ~xtraordinnrily thin, 

especially where they 1erc indepandent of any roofing members . 

There a.re y t two possible types of ·wall- construction ~mi.ch t1ere :familiar 

to the ernigrant::l from the British Inles, and uhich ;e have barely touched upon. 

One, stone, h.'1d the grcnt disadvruitagc tlr·t i10rking it ti s extemely laborious 

and prolonged, and neither the la.bour nor the time t:as ave· labl"' during 'theoe 

early t1 nths. Dy mid- 1823 only twenty-seven of the fnrmhouaes are listed as 

oin..., of tone, and a number o£ these ucro old Boer homes reroofcd . Yet this 

m torial wns eventually to come into its mm , mid is todo.y the one :ie think of 

aa most choracteriotic of ettler architecture. 

Set lo:r houses of the first phase built in ~tone include! that on 

' Seveni'ountn.ins' built by the Devonshire ailk- weaver illi~ norman in 1820, 

:ith imlls 1micl1 uero far f'rom otra.ight, and n roof thatched rl.th mountaj.n 

rushes ( 'incnluka') •1 Another is mentioned by Goldsnain: ' Free tone F rm' 

n;J3r B thurst, 1tru..re he recorded that •nr. I . Debnam uas Build.in a House • in 

1822.
2 

In the meantime so e othel" fairly permanent quick bu1ldiug technique tras 

needed nnd it was found in the half-timber constructi n i.'1digenous to I orthern 

Europe since ancient timco (Plates 22 and 23) . In this tradition a stout , , 

cros - braced tinber r~~oc.mrk of the uhole hou o t.ms first erected, ond a£tcr­

\;nrds the interstices "t"1ere filled i.rl.th a kind of trl.c1t:erwork or stripped branchEE 

or cnnes uhich ccrJ.ld then be pl stered rith clay £1.nd ,raterproofcd on the out­

side rith a cont of lime plaotere - if it ,1ere availabl<h At its best this 
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convtruction was a h·chly-skilled process r sultin,g in fine durable architcc-

ture. tits rorst . it produc b1ildings only a shade bet er than the 

'Hort.obc st hut$ t oi' the t pc r·ec ed by Pr gle , and equally wlncr ble to do­

day. ' gre t variety oi'fragile and grotesque-look ng huts and cottages' os 

Rev. lilli. . Sh.uw described them. 1 'The Ha tl fr~me rork o£ t\10 or three 

square r oms loo ·cd , in the eyes of s e * like the founding of a ansio • nany 

u father and son, nith axe on shouldar, ranged the 110oded kloofn in search of 

door-posts and rafters; and mnny o. other and da.uzhter cut ~tattles and thutch . 
near~ ho o for ml.lo and roof; aye, and ni.any a buck ched under successive 

loads, borne toilso ely from tai,zled thicket ana rushy s ;amp ••• t2 ' A space or 

round .,ns ~cd o t , according to the views of the future occupants of the 

structure, large enough for one or two rooms. The be0 t gen.orally ·ere desit;nod 

£ or tuo rooms of b ut 10 f t by 12 foe each, f'orminc; building o.f 10 £c t 

by 24 r eet . Strong upright posts t,erc lon d 11 ro nd the building bout 

2 feet apart; these , er firmly fixed in holes dug in the ground to a depth of 

18 inches - 20 inches to recci.ve them; they ros to n height of' 6 f c't a :ove 

the ground; thi.;."lller poles were planted bet,rven tho stout pasta and then a quan­

tity of s all tmod, slender branches o.f trees or shrubs ras cut, and used f'or 

the urposc of rattling aJ.l r und the bu· 1ding. Jhen this tFas co pleted, it 

had the app ,nrance of a rent wicker vo ...... cl or basket . tall-plate, beins 

generally a large polo :.:Jquarcd by the adze, \JaS nailed to the tops of tho up-

ril".ht poles on ~ ch side nnd end of the bu lding. roof, consisting of as 

m::my r fters as mre necessary, all of poles, was securely nailed to tho \rall­

late • On the r. iters 1cre nailed , or so otima tied , laths at proper dis-

t nces, to uhich the thatch of rushes or roeds, cut from the an.lt of the river, 

\,ms £ stoned by means of cord made fro the rushes . 'hon the uholo ro.s covei"cd, 

the walls ,,ere usually plastered over , inside and out, with clay mixed and pre-
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pared with rater , and tempered by treading tdth the feet in the same manner as 

rickmakers prepared clay for bricks before umnil s ·ere irrvcnted •••• •1 

It tms in this tech.flique th t the oajority of the settl rs houses ,icre 

erected during the first thr c years, t,10 hundrGd and sixty seven of them being 

recorded in June 1823 . 2 To this day rm, o.f the finest homes in the E'.astern 

Province preserve n core of this type of constructi n, as strong and as durable 

as the day it oo.s built, one hundred and forty years ago .3 
I ost of the timber \,ork of the walls WlS constructed of' the very hard and 

durable sneezewood. hewn in nonrby kloofs , adzed to a rouchly rectangular form 

and jointed as st utly as possible . The roof and ceiling rafters uare shaped 

fro either rlllo 1 or yellm·1 \Vood, whtch -;'/ere both iden.l for tho purpose , being 

available in longer lengths nnd easy to trork, tho ·eh they 1ere unfortunately 

.;Jubject to · ccay if' us cd in any e-;eposed position. fter the •,mttling had been 

ti ... d vertically across thG battens between the uprights tho plaster ,mu daubed 

onto it,honce tho name usually iven to this construct on, of 'uattle and dc-u ' 

In order to nnke tho c struction ns p..,rmancnt as pos ible, the plaster ra.s 

usually carTied across the uprights on the outside, and soJ:ietines on the in­

side ns uell , so that they sere often indist~nguishable fro plastered brick, 

tone, or cob ho, as ,hen completed . 

noth r vnriant on the h'nttle o.nd daub hous 1ilt iimncdiately fter ar-

rival on loc tion) is described in Goldswain's 'Chroni.ele': ' imploid som in 

.f line: Tirnb r: one pG:ir of sa:uyers tro.ro sot to work in s~\11 n timber for ma1"­

ing of plm1es and harr,mcs and ru rtring o doores and wi do\7 fr. me~ and nls, 

bord for dooros .and r.indottc shctcrs: and they remainder of the men num digen 

post holes and cutin postes and ticks for .ra: ... elz.ng ;to rnake a ratling and 

dorbd Houoe an for sh thing the Huse :;e cut 10116 Gr:aas out of the £lo.es 

[v:leis] end it ms not Lo before we had -che house r·nished ••• l&J i'Ie S:l\'1 
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J:~r. and Ira . ait com.futley oituvatied in thicr nm, Howes ••• , l 

In another pl ce Goldsua1n mentions !lr. Joseph 1eakly's hose (Hyman's 

plirty,Ko i o River) : ' Tho House ,ms rnnid of' 1.Jatlcd and dorbod uith mud and the 

Gnblo end \I s wattled .1ith room that gr,oes in the rivers •••• t 2 

:.notha- kind of constructi.on is de cribed in a m:muscrip"~ of' reminisccn:es 

or Bertram D01tk'3r, Here the mud for the wa11ing n ems to have been pa.eked 

ett:een t,10 external skins of .-attling: •set to uork to cut rood to build n 

h use ••• with "threu rooms : it took o. long timo to build , I think about three 

montho - I could build better noH' i.n 3 reeks: the w-cills :-rorc made first , wsts 
set aa uant d to :form tbr rooms . then long sticks o.bout as thick us rakes 

handle Nailed nnd ti d on to both sides, about 2" a part, and filled bet,ieen 

nth very stii'!' mud: the ,rolls \':ere not so bad: :then some long poles e,t,..oped 

£l at for the uall plnting - no planks in thoo e days in Lm1er lbany: the roof' 
, 

1us made of the so.me round poles , and lon slats to so 1 the thatch on too; it 

:ms thatched t!ith lon Gras and set1cd on with o. 1cind of string ·1hich \1e made 

f'rom a kind of rush that grails in all rivers in ~he country, and very mu.ch 

used by ovary one both lack and ,ihite. r y Brother ~illiarn w >;) tho thatcher, 

and very ·rcll he did it , as many a one so.id that sau it nrtor it uas f .inish­

ed . ,3 

characteristic of English half- timbered constructions in Sa!lC regions 

·was the inf':Llling of the timber1.rork t:rl.th materials other than truttle and daub. 

One fi e survivin exa,mplc of such a mothod of construction is 'Lindale' near 

Salem (Plotc 27) , ~m ch has a baked- brick infilling bctueen sncezewood poles 

on the outnido, end sort brick bet mon t:1e uprights in the interior ml.ls . 

The !'irc-1 lace arth and firebacl" arc made of L.'l.rge si gle stones .. The house 

is also interesti !J for the cumua , ny in which the f•ire-placo flue curves as 

it rises so th t the chilr.ncy will not occur un er the centreline - o.nd thus 
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interfere ,-rlth the thatch - a. common roo:fing problem. The doors are of plank. 

nother rem rl ably pre ... rva f rm house in ullich burnt brick and limo is 

used a · t n infilling in the tirnbcrwork is 'Greenf cuntains' near Port lfred 

(Plates 28-30) . The nucleus of this house, is th ught to havn been original­

ly only one of a roup of timber ond r--ob houses. built by m~mbers of George 

mith's pnrty from Lancashiro around a small strewn uhich runs ncnr tho pre­

sent house. Such banding together of' the settlers in a small commu ity for 

mutual protection and e cour eement a~ coI!tilOn at irst and only disap eared 

m n the lnnd uas subdivided in later year.s . 1 Lar·ge outbuildings of cob or 

brick and pol-s w-er also built at ' Grecnf'ounteins' (Plates 25 and SOA) , ,;hile . 
the kitchon 1 \;h.ich may not be much lo.t r than the rest , is entirely built of 

shale. The mole house preserves, under galv nised iron, its original timber 

roof construction an early thatch. 

An interesting - thouell n ce ,;)arily rare - early :farmhouse type ·ms that 

built entirely of timber. The ho se built by Charles ood on his locntion 

nc"'r valem ua.s such case. ood had be n a skilled carpenter :-:u1d joine1" in 

London, and had ven qualified as a staircase ker, n special trade in itoolf. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that he .ch u1d have chosen to erect a roode.n 

house from zhatevcr tir11ber he could £-"ind in the kloof's and on tho kranz .. s . 

Only tho fireplace was constructed o.f .fireproof materials . 2 

lost of' the e e u-ly houses ere extremely simple, einz at first single­

storeyccl, with one, tuo or at tho most thre ro0l!l3, generally ten J:oet by 

tuelve f'eet each, 1nero \·m,., but one fircplo.ce in the ,:nolo house, t1hich 

served both for cooki and as the centre of social activity. s :families 

gra7 in size other rooms mie,ht be dded (Plate 31) . Often cooking activities 

were rei oved to a separate hut, or to a le n-to at th- a.ck of the main buil­

o times un d itional wing ms added nt right 31'1£µ03 to the old, con-
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taining two or three extra rooms . ut ~"lo moot common practice \18.S to extend 

the house lenr;th1rl. .... c, so thnt eventUtilly there might b five or ..,ix rooms 

strung together in a str ight line, lith . sinr;le pitched gabled roof running 

.from end to end. Th re uero ener l ly no private eor-ridor. , pas a c fro one 

end of the ho se to th.::i other · ein possible only through all the rooms . This 

u s mainly due to the severe limit th t was pl ced on the ... pan of' the roof , 

both by tho restricted size of the timbers and the co siderable weight or the 

roofing r::iaterial. In af'ter years lean- to v-er.ondahs wer often ad ed along one 

side of the building and doors broken through, -where n.ndotro had formerly 

eon, to oon~e a3 points of ccess. ' The no rs of' these buildin s were usual­

l y m: de of clay.• (Rov. filliam Shn.w) . 1 

In the simplest cot tar;es , propor doors and r.i.ndo.rs ei unobtainable, 

malcosh1ft rug or mat doors and calico or auze \ilndows hrui peri:orce to be 

accepted. ' .At first there was no plank for doors, or gl""ZS for windows; hence 

a mat or ru.
0 

i'10.S usually hung u in the void dooruay, to do duty for the one; 

d .o piece of ihite calico, nailed to a small £?-rune of 1:tood, a-rid fastened 

into t1.:10 or ~hree holos left in the walls for tho purpo30 , admitted light in­

to tho duelling durinc;, the day, men the wind rendered it convenient to keep 

these up-ceo open.• (Rev • . illiam Shnw). 2 

But tho const.aTlt presence of t he no.tivcs and of ·uild rame -.>00n led the 

settlers to consider means of providing stouter protection &ga·nvt theft and 

attack. Doors and solid ohutters £or the u· dows ,ere then ID.de of' loc lly 

o zed timber plonks nailed to cross pieces or a frame. wO time~ lat~icoo 

uere :r.adc of tm.gs and bumchcs to secure tho dndo 1 openings . rter December 

1821 , \men those settlers \mo .rished to were at last porrni.ttcd to le.ave their 

locations and to set l in tho nearby tovms, er fts and trades were est.a lish-
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ed and it be an to bo possible to cecure ell- made doors and windo· m for the 

ni'lh.ouse"". ' .ftcr a \ii ile tho e who aspired to neatness and comfort found 

pipe- cloy, ond t length limestone, from rhich thc-y obtained .limo, and thus 

they uero en lledto 1.1hitm:a h their tanc ent~, 1b.ich gav-e them a mor cheerful 
1 

m1d gr tly il'nproYed n earance.' (Rev. illirun Shatt) 

Glass, i port0d through .A.€oa y or the Ko11io, ims available in only 
2 limited quantities ond uas ex'G:re ely expensive. It is o. mistcke, however, 

to supnose that, tho tf.lndow pnncs Ind of necessity to be smal , for the thurzt 
3 , 

rostdy was esigned to have panes as hie! os 20" by 11" in 1820. Nevertheless, 
4 

Settlers' w:L"'ldO\ s, r1 en la.zed t all, seem generally to have been lMlly- paned, 

doubtless both -Or conomy and added security. 

By January, 1821, 't'hat is, after most of the ... ettlers and their ependants 

had bean on their loc ... tions for six: months, so e were alrendy far-ndvanccc. in 

ere ~ing permanent and co ort ble estobliohmcnts for thGmSelves and their 

tock . Cypres I esser, bailiff' to the 1 ea.der of e of the particst l:.rrote to 

illla.m Jones in a e mm on Jan. 21st, 1821: ' I h VE? three huts c mpl te and 

a ·mll I sunk t the top of the gnrdcn~ :rhich hos plenty of excellent water. 

I have felled sui' icient timber to build Gcncrcl Ca b-.:ll ' s house[ ' rville 

Park' J nnd the men are dif':J!in st es for the walls . I 11_~0 made a large kraal 
5 f'or the cattle; all that have sc~"'.l it say there is not its equal in the Colony. ' 

Ttm ye.wn later George 1hompson sa.;r the same place: ' Pa.ased the lcx=ation 

of tho late General Campbell ••• uhich is notv occupied by his d.do\1• an elo cnt 

and cco liohed lady. The natural f e tures of the country are h r exceod­

inr;ly beautiful , and s. C pbell 's ne&tly orna ented cott e ••• ~d a o~t 

plc, sin and icturesquo a arnnco, surI·ounded by luxuriant JOods and cops-es 
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of everereerul, in ~ho disoosal of 11:1hich the t.-ranton hand of l~a. ure seemed t.o 

hev rivalled the most tasteful uork8 of nrt. •1 

In tho irh .. eruu th t has pas ed since t ose f'irot. months f H120, many 

of the set 1cm h:ld complet Qy rebuilt their houses . Golds rain' ... employer, 
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ait, -t,he erection cf moee tattle end aub hou:se c ha,re al-r~"'dy seen des­

cribed, had rebuilt his home entirely in stone by t c time he ~te mentionine 

it to the Governor on 23rd Apri 1 , 1823 . 2 Tho net1 structure had two rooms, a 

hall and a ldtc · on on he gr01.md .floor, and t ·o large garrets on the upper 

floor . There ,o-> al=:-o fl dai~r. 3 1ajor George Figot , an ex-cavalry of£icer, 

h d spent £3, 000 ' in build.in co. fine house mid enclosing hi:3 culti.vated lands • • 

which ho cailed :rieot Park' •4 

Visitors uere, indeed, ev- r !'\11.ere impres.:,ed by the husband d ~ty of 

the f r.ms and the transformation that res taking pl ce in the lcmdscapc. '13 

May, 1823: This ornin,. I set ut •• • to Visit the mouth or the Grc t Fish Rive-- ••• 

On our ray we pas-.1cd thr 1 ..,ever l location of settler u, uith the appearance 

of ,mich I. was much pleased. The bed es and ditchea, and ·attled fences , pre­

' scmtod home- lo king icture.... of nentn ES and industry, v ~ry different from tho 

rude nnd slovel'l.J.y premises of the ba.ck- cou.."ltry boors . 5 

But o.11 \'IM not s 1ell as it see!.'leo.. The sitint3 -of the dwell ::gs ,~s 

often open to que.;;t:ion . ' The nervcun looked out for defensible positions . 

The men of' sentiment so 1t pictureoue spots , ,111.er the e uties of' n tU?"e 

might be seen to a.dvantac , ~orgetting, ho ever, someti cs to enquire \1hethcr 

they \1ere nthin r ch of .rater or not . I or·e pr c ic lly, the sober f. ther of 

a£ ·1y of henlthy 1 d.., fro th rur. 1 d' trieto examin the oils an iJ::ed 

on & ho est&.d in the mdst of his prospective corn-£iclds.' (Dugmore, 1An 
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Albany Settler' s Reminiscences t , 10 - 11) . 

Gentlefolk omong tho Settlers, bred in the traditions of the f.llelish land­

scape garden , \J' re impressed from the first by the nntur 1 beauties of the 

Albany countryside: ' ••• the u 1ole scene continued lovoly, repeated clumps of 

• hrubs , the dist3?1t ground on w ry side np cared to be a Pa.rlp , ~ the road 

w.:io so tastefully planted out th tit uas in vo.in persuading so e of the party 

the ue uerc not npproachinc; n ?loblemnn ' s ro,;,idence ' (Thomas Philipps , describ­

ing the ,1oumc,J to the loca.tions~ June Hl20.)1 Some of them, anxiouo to 

rrchiovc the fashionable ' distant pros.peel ', ~ituated their housen on heights , 

like those described by Tho pson nt ' Thornhill' on the Kouic {Pl ate ;5) : ' In 

fixing his dtro ing, the proprietor and hio son- in-lm1, Lieut . Gilfil lan, have 

not r ile to avail them elves of the most f"'vourable s i tuati ns. The cottage 

of the latter cspcciaJ.ly, which , ttlth its lit le (!tll"den, crO\ms the summit of' 

a omalJ.. c;t"O :.n mount , co ands a prospect scarcely, I t ink, to be rivalled in 

2 fricn for rich ond ro antic scenery •••• ' 

ut the majority 0£ the settl er .... chose valleys for their housca . ?lot only 

,ma .m.ter ready 2.t hand , '11ithout the oxpense and difficulty of dfe in a wol , 

but tho soil uas richer and the J.and more sheltered . 

In July, 1621, Tho iD.S Prl gle. acco:1pnnied by Robert H rt , the super-i..nten-.. 
dmt of o orset Irirm, m de a journey through the -;Jholo of the frontier dmm to 

the coast : 

'On surveying the Loe t ·o s oi' the En&].ish Settlers durinr. the journey, rcy 

co anion uas strongly impressed \Tith the conviction that many of' them hed fix­

ed their residence too near the course of str ams or to17•ents ••• and he pointed 

out to me, nnd to noveral of themsel vc--> , the ma.rko of former deluges on the 

trees ~'ld bllllks , hir;her thm some of tho huts they inhabitedt or the fields and 

!:'lrdens they uerc cultivatiI1B; but as these vesttees of destruction ap eared 
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old and indistinct the notice o.f them did not socm to l'l"oduce o.ny strong i u -

. ,1 pres.,,11.on. 

This 110.s an ominous note to tho sounded by one so experienced trl.th 

f rming in the district ao Robert Hart . In the winter of 1822 the first hoavy 

rains \tore ex erienced, and so o d~ age ,ras done, but unfortunately not enough 

to convince the settl ers or th folly of their choice of sites. 

Durin,,. the early months after the arrival of the .... ettlers almost everyone 

hnd ecn filled uith optiraism. ' ••• we find o rselves lm\lch more comfortable 

thrn we could have anticipated in so abort n time . Our •a rte st Huts1t are 

both roomy and neat . Our gattdcms are plentifully sto~ked ••• ' t1ro to Thomas 

Pri.nclc to Sir ·aitcr 2 
cott . Then, e rly in 1821 , the firat of a long series 

of cal amiti es occurred: tho whe t crop failed o· dne to attack by rust . Tho 

crops Ot:tain failed at the end of' 1821, and yet a.aain in Dccemb 1 , ... 822. Mean­

t-faUc, heat and drought were trucing their toll of the cattle, and the overn­

mcnt sup ly of emergmcy ru.tions uas almont exhausted. A drift. fro the loca­

tions to tha toun~ had already bemm.3 and in Cape To.m a 'Distresn Fund ' ms 

opened ~or the relief of the Settlors. 

It is this ackground 1.10 ust k ep in mind if \1C are to a reciate the 

culrninatinc horror of the Great Stor of 1823. 

,h I I - 18~3 - 1834 

The drou ht broke at the end of cptember in thnt year . For ths thor\': 

htid not been, accordi :to the graphic description or one settler ' the least 

a C3rance of verdure as far a,3 the eye con r ach.'4 Toe reins bc"'an as a 

light drl zlc, and then for days in suceeooion a continuous dotmpour .fell as 
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heavy n.s t the height of o thuiwcrstorm. In every gulley nppoored a froth-

in torr t, str b came ro::irin" rivers sm.rlin r.l.th mudladcn 't:Ster, nnd 

• iv.era roo over their bunl--s to flood tho surr undin districts for miles on 

every ide. uch n storm had never boon kno·m in th t pnrt of tho c untey 

bef'or • Almoi;)t nll the houseo built in the alleys ierc attacked by tho 

r in" un.tcr, and nenrly half or all tho settler huto> orchard and corn­

f'io1ds ere entirely m1ept n: cy. 

'••• it r,incd ore or lo s for fortoen days . Vcrey mency ~ields of' com 
"'ao quit distroyoo: Housen :ms under minded and .rel doun and som of' them 
caught _i r and burnt and disst:roid overcy thing that mo in the Houoe and 
in ono llouso not far from ous 1n I~. Rol ors partey before the peanmts 
could git out all the children they House fell on them and the House co.ut 
fier and one of the Children could ot e ·ot out but :ms burnt to death . 
Tho rain hod contuncrd about nino days: my Me had jest got cry thing on 
tho fier £or dinner \ten the end of tho House fell in: all the dinner ra.s 
spilt: th .ficr ms quit put out and (]Vcrey thing in tho House ros so :rcat 
that I \1a forst to o core than a li.lo niiding thrue n strerun o.r rater up 
to my midalc to git n stick of f'ier ••• mcney a p r .famley hnd not ndrio 
place to ale in. Sum Houses ms ,m h d domi th rivers and not an arcle 
left t" e • Soon rt r they flood 1e had our ous robed ••• ' (Gold.., rain's 
'Chro iclo' . 1 

? ;ny of the poor scttl rs esc ped uith not ling rut their lives and the 

clot ing they \::ere 1caring. At Thcopolis isaion Station 1 , 0 bricks rai.t-

1rll to be burned w re d n royed and t 10 out of the r brick kilns ,taro nood-
2 cd ond mi.sh a ray. en.re ly n f..,,...,.,i,,,.., in tho iotrict cscap .;Joricus 

damage . Thro gh ut the fr ntior ,rattle end daub cottnges \1hich :rero oyond . 
r uch of the flood became dan crous • nnd oorne col apsod, cs tho hoo.vy do mpour 

soaked the thntch or the roof , and the d iti al lo:id caused the supportinG 

structure to bul o and era.ck. Persistent driving rains tmshcd the clay pla:;;­

terinr; out £ro:n bet 1cen the sneezo -ood polos and tho uattl · lotticos. Houses 

a"llt 11th cob \ml.ls were even ore &eri nly affect d , and any settlers 

ere c mgrinod to find the \.holo otructurc of ti1eir d iliug diuintcgrating 

into a dinheorteni sticky ems. 'l jor i ot 's ttptgott Park" has been 
,._ 
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rm: teri lly injured ond cnnnot be repaired under the expense of 7000 dol l.ars; 

hio is a mo t sori un los t er the grcnt expws he 3S at in build inc; it. ' 

(Thoo . Ptrl.llips. )1 Philipp1 o om house, 'Loopeter' • ' ••• Ii.thstood it o.11, 

scarcely drop co in in on us' •2 Before the r ins h d ceased in the middle 

of October tho uhole di trict h d boon plunced into the ost object distreso . 
nnd su£f'cr ng, end the ettlcment scheme thro·:m into a stnto close to tho.t 

1hich had existed in the first 70 "S n ter the arrival of the settlers. 

ery rly, tho octtleru uere lenrning thnt South frica tms n ont di£fi­

cult place in 1thich to b ld . ,ot only , ,'.I the clir.nte cceptivo a.nd cxtreoc'.cy 

variable, but the natural building materials \ ere scanty and unrelit>lo. The 

clo.y soil ias po r, ch of the ti r untent and subject to rapid diotort:i:n 

and ec y . It was .found that unless 10od 1:1 allow to s cason in the sun ror 

a eonsiderablo period befor~ use (and thio uas not ru. ro.ys po iblc) cho.nges 1n 

humidity rendered timb rwor t1ell-ni3h uselcs ... uithin thr e or four ycnrc. 3 

:ith the e le.., ono in the .for front of their minds , tho s ttlcra set 

bout ·i eood the:ir lo cs :In the last mo ths of 1823 . 'The October rain3 

ta~ht the necessity or buildin more substantio:1. houseo, and the people built 

tho • ' ( :ugmore ' n Albany ettl er' s Reminisc enc cs ' , Zl . ) 

Tho firot c sider tion raa tho ch ice of a no. site for tho ho cntead 

en r rm buildineS . There 1as naturru.ly s001e hcsi tancy o.bo t uildin again 

in the v lley~, t any rate near the streams. A typic 1 Cxru!lplC of the in­

-luenc o of the floods my e s oen on the .fari 'Tempe' where the la tform of' 

the originnl houn iu cle rly disccrni le un so o oaks near the stream, 

.. bout 50 f't . in front of, and fif'tecn feet bolo~,, the ruined tono :talling of 

the poot - 182.3 buildi s. (Pl.-te 39) . In a clt a caoe the pre.fcronce of tho 
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o~mer or the location for agricultural rather then p:istoral pursuits, and the 

extreme fertiility of the flood plain, presumably led to the choice of the valley 

for both houses . 

Bu·~ a survey of the area today suggest that an important effect of the 

floods was the great increase in the number of houses situated on hills and 

high points, and the expanding use of welled water supplies. Undoubtedly an 

added factor in this trend was the incipient awareness of the danger of native 

raids, and of' the need for farms to be able to communicate readily with one an­

other . 

Although the ~ar of 1$19 had crought to an end for a time 1 r .onstant de­

predations of the Kaffirs, isolated raids began again during 182: , .J.Ild were in­

creasing in frequency by late 1g23. The direct reason for the resumption of 

the raids was the grodng number of sheep and cattle on the farmers ' locations. 

After the wheat crop had failed for the third time at the end of 1822, it be­

came clear tha time and t10 ~le would be better srent in sheep and cattle 

farming than in agricultur • und those who had the necessary capital embarked 

on this new venture, thus removing the need for their farm buildings to be 

situated in the valleys . The floods served to precipitate the move; and the 

fear of flood, coupled with the need to guard their stock against theft by the 

Kaffirs, made it doubly desirable that the pastoralists ' houses should be 

situated on higher ground. 

As an e:xam le of this trend it ia only nece sary to say that the dwelling 

on 'Tempe' was moved again, to the highest part of the farm (half a mile from 

11 the stream) so etimes within the eleven-year period now under discussion . 

' Boer ' f annhousea were for preference situated in valleys or shallow 

asins, and where fortui tously situated on rising ground seem generally to V 
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regurcled mi e st or north orient tion re 0£ greater consequence than the vie.1. 1 

The hill-top settler f armhouses 0£ the .Alhnny district a.re therefore unique 

a n i;r-oup, ood it is interee ... ing to notice that wit h them greater importance 

is lua,.,73 attached to the vieu than to the orient tion, .and that , ,mere pro3-

pect allow d it, a south orientation u:~s ge erally prc£erroo to any o he 

( Pl to ~ 2 - 5} • 5 

Tho Boer, used to the he:it of the .,.ummcr but unac u tooed to artificially 

h atin""' his living ro ms in uintcr, sought the sun. Tho mgl. slunan, adept at 

hnndlin the cold, turned his back on what, to him, nere the searing rays of a 

sub-tropical sWl; yet he traa prepared to sncr-1.fice even that comfort for the 

greater attraction of an ' elecvant prospect'. 

The Great Storm must ha: e consider,nbly reduced the enthusiasm of the 
2 . 

Settlers for 1attle and daub and cob. The na.r buildings were mostly in stone, 

but occasionally in burnt ricl", nou that tbn t material u.:i.s beginning tote ex­

tensively mnnufactured in the torms and on tho r.rl.s ion stn.ti ns . Occasional­

ly, t1hcre the old oite uns co sidcred sntif:>factory, the li·attle and daub struc­

ture t as prcnervcd as the noeleus of the ho se and protactj.vc outer laye~s of' 
3 stone~ork carried up around it . ut more often the house ,as entirely re-

built in stascs m.th 'fre stone' (soft sa.nd~tone or limestone) or shale, quar­

ried on the farm. 

In 1825 Tho s Pri gle returned to visit the £rontier. He found that, in 

the Ba.vi ans Riv r Vnl ey, ' my brother at ildon had erected a commodious 

a.rm-cott o of stone and brick' to replace the be hive hut erected by Thomas 

hl.nmelf ( ich no.-1 served as a kitchen) and thnt it had ' a chimney in tho 

chief npo.rtment - bei the firnt chimney that had yet been built in the sub-
4 . 

district or £ield cornetcy.' This house faced south, and had originally only 

t·10 rooms, a b droom and a living 2."0om. fl.thin a fen: yenrs a third room \73.S 



'~1ol4 •, KloinO!:lOndc. 
or1sinnlly 0£ thatch• h s 
photoerap • 

orth !ac d. Tho rcot, 
bee r stored in tho 

1. In£orm -:ion pli 
moli ... hed o ly 

by • . A. • 
o. 

Pri l e . l C t S C s 
fm-r ycnr 

2 • • Tho:npson, ' 1ravel::t ' , II , 215. 

4;.E. 44. •~rriel •, 
and pla.n. (!rh 
ehadcd.) . 

., ... 
1.ein ond • outh fncade 
ir additions are show 

. 
,t 

~ )~:- .- I 
' \ • "~- -.... 4 ,.,. 



1 . I orm tj on .;.a li d ;y • • Ii • • P1 .. i 1 • 1 1c h sc s 
olishcd only r ycoro a.[ o . 

2. G. Tho:npson, •Tr-vela ' , II, 215. 

43.n, 44• •'l1ha.rtiel •, 
and plo.n. {'l'h 
shaded). 

ine onde. South focado 
,r additions ar shown 

'~~ 

... :,~ •' . ... 
. . ' " .,,.,_. . 

,,."\.A1,.. •• ,. 

vU C TY - ( ) • 268 

nd:c. od in line ttith the others, and afterwards e ,n.ng t rlght angles ttt the 

back (Plate 42) . The ,rolls trere of !'ree.;itone, laid in mud mortar, mid the 

roofs thatched at first uith eras and later 't'lith moat strai1. Only the in-
1 terior \1alls trore of' bric I~, unbul""nt . 

George Tho pson tms enthusiastic in his praise of the ovement to erect 

more permanent fnrmhous s of stone. He cites the c --se of' o. oettler \W ' t.rith 

the hcJ..p or only one English servant .. • has erected a com.r.iodious stone houGe 

of three apartments, rudely but snugly furnished by his o:r.a work •••• ' ~.; 

Fortunately, much of the local stone proved sound nnd durable . The 

shale, dar-k grey in colour, ,ms ea.sily broken along its bedding planes, yet 

otheniise remarkably tough. The ' freestone', in spite of its name, nas harder 

to quarry but proved the morn attractive and permanent building material. It 

1ro.s oepeci-ally popular ;-merf: :iL occurred on ti"!e nurfac e in we thcred outcrops 

and required lU;tle shapi1 g before use. 'Freestone ' was the term loosely 

used to describe nny building stone tihich wao smooth-faced and fine-grtiincd 

and could be relatively easily shaped if desired. Both tho limestone and the 

sandstone of the district ranged from go1dcn-bro~ to cream-coloured and 

,m:i.te. The farmers, -even those \mo had bad no previcus €xpericnce of it, set 

about erectine their stone dwelline!O with the deter.minati~,!l to put up, this 

time, durable and 11orthy buildings on their p.""Operty. Among t e settlers 

wer-e men from Scotla..11d, Lancashire, Cardig-on, the Cotsi;mlds, Comwa.ll and 

ales . They vied uith each other to produce the finest stonetnrk in their 

district . Other ·., using their work as a. pattern,. learnt as they bu.tit . Some 

f'Oimd it such o. satisfying occupation tha. t yenrs hter they turned to it no a 

favourite hobby in t,heir old age. Soon atone ml.ls of the highest quality 

trere to he seen all thr ugh the frontier . 

By far the majority of the vralls i11ere of uncoursed random rubble. o~ the 
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type 1lich is common £or rough masonry al.l over the riti-sh Isles . For these 

the tones ,ore .... eldom quarrie , a suff"icicnt sup ly bcinG av£til ble sc ttered 

on the veld, in kranze-.J, o:r in the beds of str ans . Boulder ... rerc broken up 

cforo use so thnt they presented £airly smooth fnco to the o tside of tho 

ml • In 1ork ~.f good quality the ..,tones o.f different size tm sha.pe rcre 
, 

often fitted togoth .r Tith nrorvdlous ingenUity, cspccio.lly in f'J.eld 1:-m.l.ls 

l eft ' dry tro.lls '• tli:: t i..;,, \ ithout rt • Inde :d • in f'ir ... t - clnso :ior k . 

ort r -,;ms unnec ssary r or dhosi ve rur -.,es and if any packing ,ro.s un ed be-

t men the stones of build s it uao only to "e p out draughts and drunp (Pl ate 

4S) . For t i s urpooe mid ,ms porf ctly de uate i.f the etoneuork iras a!'tor-

ro.rds to be painted or l stored. Jhcr the ton ork . s to be cxponed , ho ;­

cv r , as it uns in t he mujortty of cane , the ot nc..n.mrk ,vas either laid in, or 

po· tcd u \dtl , lime ortar. P.n inter sttnB alt rn :tivo mortar S0:!loti cm 

uocd .; s made of a mixturo of co 1- dt.lllg and clay, \1h ch posscsried connidcr blo 

durnbility. 

The experienced .... toncmason enerally pref"errod to matt his .skill in more 

elaborate :ro.lli.ng tha..11 in uncoursod random rubble.. Ho mi ht use roughly 

squared ston s of al st cgunl size, \rl th level joints• and perhaps so e at­

tC!!lpt at co rsing, an · t ' arvllle Park' (Plate 133) ond 'Glen Avon ' . These 

t-rulls ere ofton originally le.ft dry on the outs:i.de and filled i ternally ,nth 

rubbl , s<md or clay, in t1h:ich case they w re more than t 10 ~ t thick. Al­

t mativel y , ti' squnrcd blocks 1lf :r aoon ble oizc ucre rare, the ma on might 

reserve tho e for the ·n.ndo.r li tels , cil ls, jumbo, end q oins, and fill in 

the remainder of the ,'al.ls nith rondom rub le , a. traditional Cotswold prac­

tice, e •• ( athur...,t l!nglish Church; o.nd F.lotcher Ho ae, Cuyl rville - Platen 

31- 33) . en .from the north of land, t-1'10 or der moors and the Lo eland 

hil n 1er skilled in tho p culiurly booutif'ul dry ' rag- masonry• so cuited to 



1 . r~tjoo g_oed. c 
trictu . (R. I 

p ci lcy- Pr 

erus t xtilio (or typha uvtralia in nome dis-
, 01,h. 'The ictionc:ry of Co on r n. oo of lants . • 
'"' · C c 10 m. 1917) 

2 . ' Tam oe.tie' r:r~ss. lso 'TlO m us 'tomb """ss. llyparrhenin 
app. or Cym o o~on s p. (Chi i 111 •• ' Tha Co on Namoo 
of Gr · n s . £ . ' ept • or c . Plant Pathology 
->crieu . 1"0. 7 . Bull tin. No. 265 . ria 6- ?) 

3. In tb x osed positions of an 7 of th new ho aes on the t ops 
of the i.ills the durobl o uali ti-- of the mat rials uer sevcr­
ly ut to the t. t . 1is rob ly i r ly expl ·no the r oat 
pr fer .nee or t r1e in th,... lriter orrnbuildin o, a'l"ld the com-
leto · scnc of f' c ricln:or1

• fr m even tho ost · s 110 a J.e 
of tl o G or.gian r~ !louses . If brick'11ork ran us it 1: s in-
v riab1 y pl stcrcd. (1 or the snme r caoon the jo · nery of uindo.ro 
and outoide doors i o os c~ re ully ex cutcd to prevent 
deterioretion rlt 1 time. ) 

4. 'Inco.luka ' or t unt in rus 1' . Do rti opp. cf. T• a.in ~1'll-mm & 
. R. illmore ' 1820 ettl rr: ')f vev nf unt dns on.cl alm:i ' ,15 . 

raJ~ce of tha locally execut th.. tch roof ,1 s oft en 
uality: cf .Phili . s ' escri tion o_ cthclsdor p : 1 t he 

th tc.· ic rel'J. y .anu~o a •.• , (Kc el- Jo , ' h"l~ ps , 1820 
.:1cttlcr' , 62 . ) 

49. Squo.red oouroed rubble etonowork,Cr dock. 
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shale (Plate 47) , rnicb r.iight at its best be ;I.aid to o. s ooth face (e . g . houses 

in 'tho .mti:ru.rst distri-ct . ) At t e top of the scale t;ere such t ~ s of ctone­

rork ns squared rubble, coursed and uncoursed, for t1ilich (!Very stone had to be 
?ioi:, !r-~ 

ohapcd (e. g . 11 'Oo.k,.rell ' 1 and 1 Upper Glctt-ryn') and ashlar, with its fine stroo.ght 

joints nnd smooth £ace (e. g . Gra nmsto.m oilitary buildings) . 

But many of the f'o.rmern, unable to of.ford or secure the oerviccs of o 

skilled mason , and too onxious or oc,:u iod to attempt more ambitious 110rk, 

fell back in th!=,? eroction of their new duellings O..Tl that unpretentious kind of 

random rubble uhich is lmmm by the descriptive nrune 0£ 'pudding-stone ' 1 

i . e . the rough surface stone of tha district collected at random and laid as 

it tms found . .:>ince it w s gene oa.Uy covered 1,rith many successive cants of 

whitmm~h or rouc;h plaster, the inadequacies of this ki d of tonmrork 1-rere 

30ldom noticeable) 

In their planning and arrangement, these cottages wore subject to the 

same li itationo as those of wattle and daub, mainly owinc to the 1 ability of 

their b i1.dcrs to roof them to a t ickne.ss of more than ono room. El.."tensions 

were nchieved either by the addition or lcan-tos, by means of a t1ing ct right 

ann;lcs, (as o.t 'Zildon') or by lengthening the mo.in block. 

The gable-ends were generully built up solid to carry the roof-tree, and 

only o isolated fanllS- mostly of later ana. more sophioticat d style - ara 

hipped roofs to be ... een. 

The roo.:ing m.:"lterial vms still ccncr""'lly thatchs m.: e frm:i •matjcs goed' 

reecl1 - 11here it was availeblc - or from cultivated ,grasses, 1 c. tn, oats and 

rye, roaped ,11th a sick.lo to prmrent danw.. c to the fibres . xperimcnto w~e 
,, 

oloo tried ¾"ith veldt grasses, ut their shorter lifo rendered them 'UI'..satis£ac, 

tory, •tambookie' gr as2 being tho est of them. " ilOUOtain Rushestt4 ( • ~ H! tltil".L:ic.') 



50. {Left). Frees ton vall t ' e {td. Buah •. 

51,52. (Above). 'Vd.11 R1vor• . An rly post­
house on the road betveen rtul£ll!letovn 
and Port Elizabeth. The roof, origin­
ally or tbatch, hos been r stored 1n 
the photographs. 

53. (Right). ' Woocilando I ear .. outhwell. 



54 . rly farn:.bou at u Xlu, n ar 
ort B autort. (Cory Libmry) . 

55. ton al ting t Ceri t, erionetb­
ehir , Gr at rit 1n. 
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arc also mentioned. The thn.tch d roofs 1 r often giv the characteristic 

\1hiterm.ohod lime- mortar ridge cov ri of the Cape Dutch f rmhousco, one of 

the f'm; c ccs ions d by the f71$lioh settlers in this second phnae to the 

indi cnous traditio s . But so o of' the .r o ses ap oar ( fro old photo~) 

to havo bo st d tho c re.fully stitched. thatch ridge of the English idlands. 

Second in importance to th teh M a roofing mtcrio.1 for the 3tono :farm­

houn s u0r<: r,roba ly stone slates eut fro the· local shale. le domt kno.1 

just ho; x.tensivc their us ms , but be ring in mtnd the fact th t stone -,l"" -

ine s tha p cdomirumt ethod of roofi?13 in tho stone-b ·1din areas or 
itain at thio time, there are JUSt smficicnt references to ' slo.ting ' in the 

a ttler ~'"itin o of t e p riod to SU[T,C.;;,t tl-ct its use ny v be.en quite 

ui.d pran.d . 

Indeed, the idea of qu:.rrying local slate or use in roofin" m.w cont -

plated by nn English officer in Grnh,.1.roto11n oven befor the &r ival of the 

settlers: ' 1c attempt to procure Slat 

n ichbour ood of Grahomsto,m nffordi 

for the oofs o_ il in the 

rosp eta of succes , this stimate ol-

loTm for the uoc of that material , it bci g obviously IJuch to be preferred to 

the usual one, th t of thatchin \1:l.th s rm1... Dua ine and forrnii z Slates 

for Roofs , i'1d layin tho Samo: Rds. 1~725.' 1 

In October 1820 it t-ms opecified th t a n r Government Store in Port 

Eliza eth ro.s to be ' covered tlth good Slate' , 2 nnd in Februory 1$21 the 

csti t es or t Drostdy at thurst i cl ded achcdulo of Slater's 110rk for 

the qunrrying, -,ho.pi and layin of a slate roof over the t1holo. 3 Finally, in 

July .1823, r r rcnc ,. DC.de to tender-price for the nel; St. G orga's 

Cm.ire , Gr ........... ,u,statm, bcl.n lo 'provid d thnt it io not un er slntc roof . , 4. 

It nu ;t b bcred th; t t e tcria.l in quostion s not slate prope~. 
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56. Stone lo.ting in England . Monaal Dalo, Derbyohiro. 

57 • • toneela.ted paro.p t on •nows.rd', n r Orahnmstown. 
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from ,Ju.ch t hnrd thin blue- erey modern slat en are JJlfrl e , but ehale st.one. 

vhale sl· tos uere i:roch rousher, ore voried :tr ~ lour and textw."'c, ru1d ne rly 

half an inch in thicknes ... . 

The sit.ee of the stone qunrries :frorn •i;:1hich the stone-sla:ting ras t .en 

have long since been forgotten .1 But s..,all zo es of fine-groined planar shale 

occur th:r-oughout the shale region, \ihich extends i""ight across the Albany Dis­

trict , nl . nt to the eoast . There are em-ly references to a :fine spotted 

' slntc' fro t1!0 farm 'Jhitney' on the w;hman's River. 2 But the quality of 

the shale £,-olli the different qu ric3 must ha e bean highly 'i! -l"iuble . 

fi·t the t urst Drostdy tho respected settler Jo m Shepstone uorkod o.s 

.slat r . But in s -ite or his efforts the quality of' the slate proved a disap­

pointment ' • • • th.___ ctones or slate::; h&ve fr1iled .tn the expectation o£ their 

st bility as a covering of Roofs ••• the slates aro broken to an extent, that 

it is useless to ttampt repairing.' (C. o. 2682/124. 27th August . 1826. Report 

of Georee Gilbert . ) 

It is ther fore unlikely that neu stone-slate roots were laid nuch after 

l.826 . But , to judge fro the extensive b ilding oper tions of the years before. 
; 

there were probably a number of far:r.ih uses on '.\! -ich the ootcrinl 1'aS u ed , and 

the more fortunate may have retained their stone-elate roof's until the advent 

of /clsb slate in the 1840'a. The effect o shale roofing above Gtone trolls 

must have ecn extremely 'harmonious and pleasing, the rough texture giving 

rise to d lie shnd01.-ro and a .,;,Urf~ce encru.::1ted ,.ith lichens and mo.;,.., . 

ston .-slate roof. mich as cnn ..,till be sean in parts of England tod y (Platen 

31 &. 32) • has a wbtle unduL ting irrcr;u].arity 1:mich blends well uith the 

landscapo, so thot the ldin ~ necm to grow out of the hills themselve:J. 

tc o-slato roofs required stro gcr roof timers, and ore care in i'ixing, 



sa . (Above) . •ca.woods Post• fro tho west. 

59. ( bovo) . 'Cawood Post' from the ea.st. 

60. •Hovard• , Bel ont Vally neo.r Grahame-
town. 0 .1029. 

61. Thomas Da~nca• painting of •Hounslouw•, 
near Gre.hamstovn. (detail) . 



1 . . o . 2682/1 l .• 27th Au • 1 26 . • . 2692/1 iJ. . 16th Oct . 1 z, . 
•• 2705 3 3~ 7t June 1828. 

2. J .E. 1 xo.ndcr, Sup l cnt tot 
1 35: {Pl tc 96) . 

Journal' uc;. 20th 

3. ickason, of n unt o, a- us x ld c tr ctnr, 
hi own tiles as __ ,rly a.o 18 O, ior th roo of his 
so. (Lanham • raore - ' l 20 ettlc.rs of ntnins 
. •, 25) . Golds n n ntiono carryin 'a. Lo.,, 103 

or.rix' to Cl y it in 1822 Lo : ' 's 
lo', I, 3). ut it is ot c to d t 1e er 
·erv £loorin or r .fin til s e s~i.fically. ophia 

de o. r~.i.' rcnco in her diary (7th Dec . l 21) ro to 
the tilc-rann ••• ' 

4. Ibid. ~ w • lexand~ ( ' Excursi s in tarn 
London 18 tions \risit in a rm r n r itcnlw.. 
lSJ~, o said 'You nee this tiled roof: I have 
instead cf the old thr.tched one 1 • 

5. Gral1'"' tmm Drostdy h " stonamr · as f' r an the 
1ow r ro ~, n. th the U" er ,al s, · nt rior and 
brick. c •• 2615/97, Cont~ ct, July, 18~2. 

62. •Rietkuil' near Uitenhc.ge, rooted with tiles . 
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the slates diru.niah:Lng in size totrord~ the ridao; generally, n roof of loe1 

pitch t:as necessary in order to prcv-ent them droaginr; m;ay tl1e pegs which hole'! 

them. J\s a result those roofs were difficult to waterproof at the rot o£ 

times, mid recourse uas often taken to stoppi c up lca.ko uith mortar. It i3 

interesting to note that uhcn the thur:Jt Drostdy roof ,-ms rcplo.ced t.!'ith 

the tlinncr and lighter imported Ielsh slates in 1827 {n.t hll.l e. expense} the 

ridse of tho roof was raisea four f ect •1 

It is also likely th t , in vicu of the \ildosprcad u"'e of shi.nz!e roofs . 
in tho to ms durillB the pcriro in qucsti , at le st a few of tho farmbuil-

di.ng3 era given them. George Gilbert; the leading cmtractor in the district , 

felt than to be hi@tly suitable for that purpo:r:, (Seo Page 173) and Knffirboom 
2 

shingles are spoken of as if they were 111 common use in 1835, but no cxo.mplcs 

sra kno1m to survive. Tiled roofc, apart from their isolated :rnanu.f cturc by 

skilled settlers? seem to rove been Ir..a.:inly restricted to the immcdJ.ate eur­

roundings 0£ Port Gliza.both and Uitcnhage (Pl to 62}, but are rnontioncd 1n 

1835 s generally recommended roofing mteria.lo for the whole f'ronticr . 1;. 'They 

will be further discussed in the next chapter • 

... tone cottages ~ere generally o£ one f!.torcy , more r:ircly of t,10. Occa­

sionally for greater stubil:J.ty a two storey duelling ,muld be built of sto e 

up to trl.nd011-hoo.d or t1indow-cill haigh,t on tho er und floor, and or baked 

rick above, the rick enabling tho upper ualls to be thinner. 5 Another 

method of nchicving secure stability \ras to reduce the hoi ht of the upper 

storey, as in tho Bnthurst Inn (Plat 91 on p.351), i:1here the niudoi'IS occur al.­

most nt floor level and the ceiling height slopes dcnm to f'ive feet at the 

nulls ( c . r . ' ellovue' 1 Plates 63 - 70) • 

The planning of" th se o sos uao very oimilcr to th t of tho tempora.ry 

houses of the early '"Onrc . The l itcd spans available in timber tended to 



G3. 'Dellevue • near OUylerville, distant view. 
(~he r.oot was originally thatch) . 
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71. 'fypical Buckingh ehir farms 
fro Loudon•e' cyclopa din ' , 
1e33. 
72 . 1 Glendour• n r the ovi fro 
iho son' ' ravels',l 27 . 
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74. (Top loft) . Dining kooa or Richard Cueh 1D 

houae, Sruem, 183?.. 

73. (~ve) . Dra\1ing Room of •1.ssaca1 ~h•. 

75. (Bottom lef't) . Flroplaoe W1d removabl 
fireplace, screen, Cl ergyman' s house, 
Barla.:m•s River, o.1829. 

76. Dre.wing room of •oak\lell • (Plate 41). 

----
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Dinin roo of I lmont• (v . 1 es ;6,37) . 
The c pbo rd o the ri ht wa rob bly 
origino.lly titted with door tom t el 
th ton t he loft . 

70 •• Farm t Ingl ton, cotlo.n, fro 
Loud n' a , oyclopaedi •, 1a3;. 
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an ent- hill s an oven} • ' • • • They a no 1 layin t the rdm ••• , l 

a co 

The c;rcr nd noore 0£ th e ho s t1er ua. y aton - fie cd or laid with 
!'I'\°' ~t 

oiti I of cl y , ur , ox blood, and l~ c . 2 ick o.nd tile floors 

occasion lly use : .. Dy l 29 boc.rdcd fl.oors re be inning to oplac e com-

sition floor , even in th 

and rick or tile floo ng 

"" ., on then co sition, tone n cl , 

used ly in the kitchen, L rder and store-

roOOJS . Dut vcn in uch pr t 0 use o th thurst Dro tdy thr of 

the bcdro 

uith bric . 

u r pav 11th tile , m.ile the itchcn nnd stor ti pavc6 

Co ition fiocrl.nc produced £l ~la ly rd and durable vur c , ao 

1.s evid ~ ..{:'foll\ h ct t it ha urviv do m to the pros t y :in nnny 

h es ( 1 te 77) . Ins d of cl , po·td us in 

floor in Engl.mid: h mxtur , in t oll d for 

'··• a tro.tu.o of xtur or ~ v l and n ly al 1i , tot de h of 

ix inch .... it hn ri ~ .. . .. cov r it . to h of inc -

ca, .rith co rt o quick lime nnd pCA cred mithy o..shes, 

co sistcnce of rtar by t· c iti nor bullock' s blood, stale 

milk, oil, or any other d xri tion of ~ y ter .... i.f iml!l iotcly ell 

and lo rub rlth coo.rs :oollcn c oth , it y br UGlt to a hi polish. 

:l' c col ur, • on bulloc 'o ltl.o d io u~ , is t fir,;;,t bro , but af' or s e 

to light grey ••• 1 ( don, ' cyclop in of Ct e, 

Villa rchit ture nnd Purniture ••• ete .. .. Lo don,' lot . cd. l 3J,280) 

In order to retain th ro colour it t - pr c ice 

~ to rub th floor r.Lth fr h llock' load ev ry fortn1e)rt . Art r. iarda 

it unn di c v r t t 

C po !tin no ro h V 

£orty y , and 

X 

o e 

11 h c l ust f tivc. of th 

liah in thi.u ly o o lnmdr and 

o u tre d colour c,w,,n•,p•~bl only to old 



7e.B. Plil'!!I tot tnok, ootland, rr ~ 
toudon'a ' cyclop ed.ia•,10,~ . 

7a .c. k tch of hio proposed£ rm rro 
tha notebook of th lbany ottl r , 
Arthur Bn.rk r, 1820. (s •• P.L . ) . 

7a . D. k tch tor a. barn £rom the 
oouro • 
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1 . ' o t 1bit sh d and c-sto 
th._, v ry cle.m, cons ill! of 
ro . or..:i of: 11 of 1hic ,ere 
Sir • lexa.nder . ' LXCursi o in 
l JO, I , 338. 
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cnho 3Ily, £or whic' , at first night, it might e oily be mistal-ren. (e . e;.' sse~ai 

t~s ' Guest F r ) • Othera \rore shined ·;ith bl ck p-olish . 1 

Doors and windous co ti ued to b o m.':!dc of' yell.ctr- io d for many years , al-

t OU h teak Md l wore lso used for the purpose. iJoinery \'il'i.i.ch required 

aldllod '\'.JOrk.-w..•·:u:,hip :as increasin ·ly pr ·-fabric t d in Grahamsto m or one o.f 

the other i'ronticr to~ms . 

The lnyout of the i'urrn buildines around the ho se s ems to h-- :ve f'ollotred 

closely tho pr cticc in Britain t th t time. Of co. rse, ~ho poorer establish­

cnts seldom h d much l!lOr at first than a le ... n- to st ble on the back of the 

house and . c ttle-k:raal made n tive-fnshion of thorn-bushon d loose stones. 

rut ev ~ in 1820 such settlers as Ar hur rh3r ere projectin fully- fledged 

ho eat.cads for th sclvos, ' d th parlo r, drawing room an four bedrooms, n 

kite en nnd dairy nrran ~ed orou."'ld a yard with a 11011 in the centre' . 

(Plates 7s,. & Soc.) . 

The yard rcfGIT d to ,:as really the ' dung- ya.rd' , one 0£ the t :o ncces ory 

enclosures adjncent to the r. r-m buildings, t e oth r bein tho ' ric', ... yard ' • 

The f'onner , according to n manual. of the e rly thirties, 'ought to be central 

to the stables and cattle-house , f'or the reception of the dung produced in 

them as it io daily uhcclcd out . he common position is the contre of the 

f mery, uherc it ifJ enclosed by a tmll , an:ainst ,mic , in lar e .fnm:3, there 

arc frequently open lo: shed :for c tle , ru d pi otics for swine (Plato 78) . 

oth thcs nni ls, as ·rnll as poultry, are al.lo red the run of the yard ov r 

-he dung, to uhich they do ood rather thnn harm. Tho nurface •• • ought to 

slope to.mr s one centre, or towards one point u ich oue}lt to e th~ lo.rnst ••• ' 
~~ ~'ii~ ..t,J fo.t· ~ 

(Loudon, 40 ) 'The rick-ynrd is be i d h om. ' ( r id) • It ,.phould bo in 
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79. Windmill on 'Whitney• ; from an 
old photo ra.pb . 

00 •. indmill tower nea Fort Beau­
fort . 

80 . B. Windmill at Halne.ker Hill , 
Sussex. 
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the ost · y sitootion for dry" th com hen it i~ n ly ut eked. ' The 

orchard nnd ordon nro bell nd tho . table and d el i'n!" h use • • .. Pigsties loan 

ain t th end of the o ... c or stable. ' (Ibid) . airio~ t:e.ro usually placed 

in n osition a cltcred fro the e thor . .rith rl.ndo-1s on tho ·outh uido and 

,.7:1.rc screens 0-'7'or th lindo m and doors o a.inst n1cs . Cr ~o vcntil ti on and 

clcnnlincso :t.;; c given e t emphasis , ond tho f'loor wan generally paved \Ti.th . 
toe o. s or brick, and cnrefully drained. 

The barn m u ou lly placed on the exposed side. Ao it u a the biu-ost 

buildiI it cil ltorcd the oth rs and the farmyor • 

dominant building in so e fo.rr.i groups tros the rnlll. Tho ruins of 

simll tcrmi.lls c till to be a n on nny of the lac tionc. But even nore 

promin t ti()o the 't1indmill, built o oto o on the puttern of thonc in Eneland, 

or ttlth th r - boordod upp r -.,action tmich :as blc to turn (n type knom 

ns tho ' smock mill '.) splendid cxnrnplo or t10 l tt r stood. until recently, 

on tho £ re ' rl.tney• , near lexandria , (Plate 7~ ) .hile one of the former 

stiJ.1 o ands , ainuo ito .,ails, alon idc a road ne r art oou£ort . 

The cattlc-ynnl - tho ' kraal' - s cncloocd :ith ml.ls of cob, rubble 

atone or timber. Goldffii. in ul of his kraal fence b inz ' maid of osts nnd 

rclcs rtised ·nto the po-,to' . ) 

Co lete fann oups such as t ese re built , or ere bci.nz built , nll 

ov r the lba.ny district be.fore the utbrcak of' the Sixth Ka fir ar, e.c. the 

Southey £arm on the ap vcr, m re Geor o Southey ' bad n rly c pl tcd the 

rcction of col'!OOdious and cxtcn..-.ivc farm promises man tho rar or 1 35 broke 

out.' (Colin onpbell, 'r"tish uth A-rica', 21.2.) 

Cross vcntil tion , an important f ctor in many of th r buildin u, 



1. L ndon '1'.,llcyclcpcdi ' 1$33, 93. 

8 .c. D iry t •Orce ro t 
(c e lates 18, 26-3 ). 

81 . - .. u1\:J.1;oi ah' • he Ori• 
ginal thatc r or ha be n 

ted in th photogra. h. 
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und the need to pro,ri o it resulted in t osc a lo.ycd vcrti.cc.l slots in the 

tone wal in;; nh ch have so often b en confuood lrl.th firing ports . {Though 

doubtl the nc -d to use them as auch ust have risen on so e of the f r-r:m 

moro than one e . ) 

Cellars ·ere provided under the livin, space, or, :i.n other cases (such 

as 'Gleti7YT1') ~ s f'ree-sta d :ing build:incs sunk in the ground. 

Clea.~ing and drying cpace .m.s nt a premiu ., c;..'ld this must early have en­

couraged the ddi tion of verc11,dns to the f rrn cottage • In vie i of' the haza.rds 

or w· ther, Loudon reco ended ' ••• a long broo.d portico, uell adapted for dry­

in clothes \md r , and rotoctine tho children fr-0 the sun or rain Lmile at 

, ... , !:>' , 1 ~y, •• 

Internally tho farm cotta~co see o-.1tly to have b en rhitewashed, though 

this :IJ>s occ ... si ttru.ly varied by i;he o.dditi n of cheap po;rder or earth colours. 

Curtains, if o ly of the ch apes calico, rare hung in the wi dm v • 

Fireplaces were generally la e;e and open- hearthedJ \tith high mantle 

shelves , so that they could be \wed for both co king ond :.mrmi.ng the ro ms . 

Only in the largest farmh u es did the pre .. ence of v. formal reception room l~d 
, 

to the inclusion of a small.er fireplace 1:rl.th a la&er l!lal1tl.e, and even then 

er tes uere very seldom provided (Plates 73- 6) •. 

Above the fireplaces rose square or rectangular chir:mey stacks, tmich 

projected into tho ro min order to preserve the sirn licity of the gable er!dt 

and broke thr ugh the roof' on tho ridge line. 

The masoive simplicity of these tone chil!Il'l0y stacks, unrelieved except 

1 
for ru, occasi nn.1 drip-mouldin or crio -cut c ursc, is one of t o 

ti,rP. fe tu.res o.f the ol cott oo . 

ost nttrac-
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Al mys short or root:'l £or stor, 0 1 and oeal(inz it in the roof cpacc. oo c 

or the Encli .. ,h ... cttlers exp imcntod 11th donncr ·lindor.s Sn the th tch or stone-

slat roo!' . Tuo dro: lines o£ farm buildin, s on o croct , to the do isn o£ 

Ro ort Hort , sho.1 them, 1 lUld o number survive on l"t..is oun house ut ' Gl~n , van' 

(Pl ates 88, 81-6) •2 The early Cunto s bu ldi o at tho o lie also had dormer 

y take these 

cxo 1 s o ovi enco th t their u..,o . ore ridco;;,prco.d . Dut it se that , ao 

in the Capo, the : terproofin di£fi.cultios they introduced proved insumount­

able, and ycry fe.1 or them re in. 

o h iJ e o 1 bro t the "'ct lers up to the year 1834. The ool tr de s 

expandin , sevorol oM seD.S di troduc a not of pro.;.,pcrity into the 

district , o.nd thoso ho.rdy oottl rs mo hnd elu"~ to their loc tions thr ueh all 

the hn.rd hips ond i .... co~n rly ye rs had ood r son to con-

Gr tulnte th cl.ves on t eir per eve Mee. i'hrour;hout the Albany district the 

ucre u 11- stoclrcd • f 'louse c.:med in nc point and fresh thatch. 

Treos had groun up round the OrfilYO. ds. sheltered the tmito cott. o 1ind0t1S 

and thr ,1 pntches or cool sl de o.croa t.ltc c ITi e tr cks lea ing u to the 

hous s. Gar ens had been planted, · ~ueh aa that of Philip Lucas at 'Rietfontoin', 

who ' had opl ndid nJJm cut out • • • in the bush in front of the hou .... c, • • • and 

a zc in , ich tho ch ldren could easily love th ~ elven for n tim • ' (Colin 

Campbell: 'Dritish outh U:rica' • 198) 

Then, in DecC;!lber, 1 31,. , t o. tim •h tho district ms thriv:t.ne, the 

r.iost dimistrous ci.:>.fortuncmvelopod the fro ti r . 'ithout mming t 1elvc thou­

sand n tives suddenly mmpt ncroso the n£ irlend border, laid msto tho \ olo or 

the country fro So orsct East to tho s a, liXld 'de lish in e o'ort 1eek th 





90 . Houoe originally ettached to 
•~idbury Park' oat t . , 



91. Kite on nt 1Willowalen•, Eel ont Valley, noar Gro.ho.oatovn. 
typic~l ttlor kitchen. 
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-
entire l:ibourii of fifteen yoorn:, und v..antonly I!IUrdercd up: .. ards of i'orty of 

L 

tho peaceful inh bit·•nts •• • ' (Rav. Williern Shaw. 'The Story of: My l ission', 

164) Grnhrunstom itself w o barely savod from attack, a f'tcr a rei".J>!lrk blo ei.x­

day ride by Colonel Harry Smith from Cape Tcnm to take over t o corna-md on tho 

frontier. It is said thct it ,rdS his horror upon oecing the d e ... ol tion t:.Tought 

by the raiders that determined tho Governor, Sir Benjamin d 'Urban* to press the 

pursuit of the invade~ far into their oun tetTitory, ,n1~re their chiefs ,ere 

finally brought to retribution early in 1835. 

The Kaf ir invasion iz ra. hically described in the diaries of the time. 

Jeremiah Coldswain - ,1110 had built a double-storey stone house for his net, 

wi£e ne~r· B thurst after 18.33 - had frequently to leave his family alone mile 

he made urgent deliveries of lil!'le for the Defence iorks at Grahamstmm. His 

account of' his wif'e's adventures, in the coEl)any 0£ another family oheltcri g 
;..,.c.·MiJ~ 

in thcrouse, tolls ust.a gi:-oat deal bout the buildincs of the poriai~ 

' ·e l.ef't one I'"orning £or Grahams Ta.m and a.bout Pine oc:lock the sa:ne ni.gllt 
the Kof'.fers came to the Hou-.-e: the ttro women hoord them wnlk roimd the Hmm 
and pulling the blind a lit tle one nide I1rs . Go16.mmin caw the K ffero: they 
uant rovmd the Howse untill they crune to the Kitchen door: they tried the 
latch but tho door \GS .fast: they could not open it •.. nr~ . Goldin •1ished to 
scroom out to f'riten thern m1ay for she tro.s afr id th t they 1:.--old set the 
House on fier and then they tJOld be burnt to death: but Mrs .Goldmmin wold 
not a.low her to do it £or if they did sit the House on fier they cold git tho 
Children dmm steares and All of them could go into the Kitchen and tho 
other little rome ond be saf'e: as the Kitchen was n :flat ruf'c · id nth 
Stone and Lime n..lld the t:ood had no communic tion dth the timber belonEJ.r _; 
to the other part of tho House ond thoy 11old be quit safe all tho they mite 
be a little ill-convcncod bv tho om.oko. Everey Nizht after this rey il'e 
tuck her Gun upstares ,nth her determine tru t if the Kai'f'ors dici. com that 
she ,mld trie and shoot the first tlnt cntrod into tho House and then to pu 
all the Children out o.t the 1dndo~ on to the £lat roof and having a parapet 
t;a:11 round it so thnt 1.£ they nll lnid dmm tho Kaffcrs could not see them. 
I.bout this time Capt . Forbes came out from Bathurst and finding thnt :r bad 
left for Grnhams TO\m and ,,t thio time thear ware o ley my wif e and five 
children at the House he ordred them th morient to go o\rar to the Iall . 
t1y tTif'e in£orm him that she cold not do :it] : he storced arxl soorc that 
::;he should go but she got the day... " ell , since you nro so dctunmed not 
to leave the hous e I see that you have eot a r.Lnou in the end of your Uc so 
not if' ancy Kaf'fers coms or you h ar nney 1;bing ,rich you think is Kaffers 
you hnng n light out of' the tdndo.1 o.nd I ,.ll.U order the sentry to Give a 
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2 . Tim urn· 0£ t 
i sound e •• 
( ' Vlo.l,. P ts ' 
bur ned out ' i • 
or tl-ie ·,ll.l.::i ( 
tc . ' , 27 . ) 

3. i'he e fi ·ures rt o 
uoted by ov. 

G not culru d.tous as 
cd st ous on ' ~h--iroa ' 

t r , but it 
to tho uood ce· J.in...,. ' , 

ill ore l O et 1 ~~ 

CJ ort of the Go,r rnmcnt Co . :.is .... i r nrc 
haw in ' :.1.he .... tory oi y s ion' , 16Li . 

l • Colin Ca-np ell~ 19 , 2\ , 212 aid 220 • ~ ... ~"' c.~ ~ '\,<){ ., 

4,.,-..Jr, 

5. t 01 h J . cr·housc ( ' Narr ... ivc o_ vi.-..it to i uritiu~: and 
.:.,outh rica ' , Lo. don 1844) believ d tht 1• th nati v s urnt 
t e ouocs ccause t :iey ght be uced by th m lit ry . 

92. 00 in outhw 11 o ool . (see Pl to 07). Ty ical of the 
interior of the lat oi btecn tv nties. 
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ood Loock out and i.f he s e o your light I uill send you asistance. ,, ,l 

, III - a 1835. 

The oa.d survivors c.mong the oottlers, returning to their f rms i'rom their 

re!uge in tho to~ms, uere confronted ·:1th ap allin destruction and staggering 

lo ..,es on every oide. Altogether~ 45 f'armhoucas h:d been sacked and burnt : 2 i,;f 

lll, 118 c ttle ~ oven e. gre,rber number of sheep htld oen driven back to 

.Kai'firlond. 3 -

' ••• all t~e property of the settlement, in er ps & stock, t1an destroyed 

and carried off , reducing the District to a more ruinous state than that in 

tihich it wo.s :found by the Emigrants on their arrival in 1820.' ( ef. John 

A liff: f Godlonton, ' emorials of the itish Sett1ers', Gr hrunsto m 1844) . 

The Bailie homestead at Cuylervill ms cne of those destroyed, •the large and 
-

expensive resi.dence ,.hich Joh Bnilie erected on his form was rn- to tho 
_.J 

ound and the mole est· te laid ·waste. ' (C lin C pbell, ' itioh South 

Afric ', 56) . lmost all tho well- lmown hous s in tho district ,.ere urnt , 

a ng the 'clmont'~ 'Grconfountnins't ' Glcndower ', m1d 'Pigot Purk• . 4 

On thing ,ms certuin: the settlers had learned a bitter lecson a.Yld they 

were not a."lXious to let the .same thing hap en again. In spite of '13rni.ngs 

i'ro!!l the veterans of 1819, ost of the settler ' ho s had be n totally ind.c­

f'oimible, so that they h d had no altcrn tivo but to .fly. 5 ! ot only had '£e.'l 

proper precautions been tnl'"en for the snf e kraaling of the live tock on the 

£ :-ms in ouch an emergency, but the cattle hod actually een tolen by the 

r'" idors from a comaunal kraal next. to the thur ... t Church \fflich the en had 

b~en una 1e ·o c cure. 



1 . It uoo arten-7'.rds printed oz a pri.rnphlet . 

2. 1'he forts t:ere usually squp....ro , ,mly the ln!"gor of thm hnvine 
projecting embra..,ures in the sirics ns at Lo bo.rds Post. 1he 
stone l'or their c nstruction -rm... a.thercd on t.ie zuri'ucc ond 
r:oner&lly r~thc- ro ghly 1 id, by the soldiers th.em ... e1ve3t in 
lUd mortar co th"'t few have curvived e ce t as mcundo or rubble. 

Small lem':t- to room uore so. etimes built n13ni ... t the inside of 
the ,!J.!ls for the aeco ,.,,od'"'tion 0£ • en and h r::ses . Only in a 
.feu case ,rs the cc11tr':'ll space open en ugh to serv as a par de 
r;round or mustering arcr.i.. Upper Ka.t.a.ir ... r1 .... t oat (1817 , lute 
94) , one of the l::.r est f'orts , ,mich pr nerve n clearly 
r cognisablc [7'0und lun up -:;o Cory' s time , m:.:3 escrlbcc.l t.y 
hi.rn ( 'Rise cf outh Africa', J: 309) s ''ing ' un outer otonc 
:nll be rc:id tho , ·alls of the enclosed bu lldin s , thus fonn.inr.; 

a po.c_age r ~ d the fort . t t·£c corners of·the outer i~..lls 
uerc· ~ tionz on Tftich £ield ,iecc:s could be, and prob:-bly 
1ere nountod ••• The accc ~o tion for the .en and horsc3 uas 
_airiy e>e ensivo. outside tho for-: \'IC~"e oevw- 1 i .... olatoo. 
m ldings, one of· uaich ua evidently a lnkchousc •. ' In ?- ?Ofl­

te-: or ry dr 11:i.n,.,. , (by H. iolcy,. Africana ,ust.um} Kai'fir !rift 
Post is al .. 1-m \r.lth a hi[·h palicadcd. ence as part of the de­

encf.!s . 
Anot 1cr 1L~ge fort of :hich a l n h• s e n preserved i'l a tl.e 
r ontac;onnl ort ills. iro (Ft..nal ' fl Kr al) OMl-1".l af er -ch~ 1S! 9 
.:!lr on tho in::truction of Lord Chorlao So':lcrset (Pl tc 98) • it . 

\TaO do:3igned - by Major Hol 1 o-.my of tho Roynl Enr,i ~rn - as 
he stratcn:ic rallyL11c p ir1t on the Keial" ..... ma, a.l1.d uas in con­

suqucnco o.f c n.;,,ider ble size. ,very avcll ble ~ rn.1s employ:xl 
on its construction, end the five bnsti 15 1.lL--re well ,dvnnc ecl 
\then the Sir Rufanc Do..,ldn (;.rho hnd a.m1h le b c o ctirl.'. 
·ovcrnor in So cro t 's absence) stopp d tho vt rl,. and ordered the 
cmovru. 01 uildi..'m opcr ti.o o to a lCi1er sit ialf u -mil o nearer 
ho river , ".ivin on his rca::1on his oli ,•f that the ctructurc 1ms 

too oxpcnsivc 1or her uircmm1ts of a _rontier iOSt . (Tie 1 , 
• intory or • .• ' I :21.S-9, 234- 6) 

Unf'ortum-t oly the square fort h £.r ct in~tcnd co.;)t .ore t~han 
would h :ve en required ior toe completion of the original struc­
ture, ihich did not cd to he ent usiasm with ,:hich .;oncrGct r c­
cci v d the no:.rs of the f!'llst ntion of hi.., plans. An enquiry com-

ioncd by uO crset after-..rords report !cl that in ddition the · 
cs1tion of the umr burrncl-: mo bad ix-om a military point of vie.: 1, 

since it m.c overlooked fro'" the other side of the river, and too 
1011 n- crrunpad or the health and c~ :vcniancc of the t r oops, 
1h thcr S croet or Donk:i.n was ri3ht on this iasuo is another of 

tho: e esp ct-, of the di.., 1.rtc betucon them which is cel"tDinly no 
cl arcr hrourrh ·he · sto of 140 years . 

Donkin ' s for t c .. ~i:j; d of £our long ro s of low bu lcUnrs f orminr.; 
n hollo . oquarc, and defended by stone m.l.ls . T ,ere ~-rcre ' six 
small room.o for t :cnty ser aunts, one ro ;r.i for erg -nnt- I"a j or , 
ono room for uartcr- :rrnster scrger:.nt, clevGn rooms or privates, 
cnch to acco:.nrnodr.te t 1cmty- .fivc, a Mlard-room, ake-hous'..J , t1ro 
r-0 ms for tho comrnistiariut stort-ke1,;.,per, a room for hospital, o. 
~urgery, an orc.erly roor.l, otablc .... , 534 .fuet by lS ft . tide, and 

Continued. ✓ 
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Capt ain J . Alexander, aide-de- camp to the Governor-, 110.a one of' those nho fel t 

keen1.y the need for more defensible architecture :i.n the arcn. On 12th August 

1e3 5 he 1.'lrote a port to the Governor u ilich the l atter cau cd to be publish-

ed (together with his oun e.drnonition to t he settlers to take the advice Ser.lo\& . 
l.y) as a SUPrle::icnt to the 'Grtlbamstoim Journal.' (August 20th. 1835 , No. 191) 

Plate 96.1 The editor of' that newspaper further reconr::c.mded the article with 

the comr.ient t t ' It is just as easy to erect o. duelling capable of bcing de­

.fended ao it io to construct it in such a \:a.y as to tempt ••• the comoission 

of outrage. One oi' the beflt preventive m::iasures a.guinst agrrcssion is to 
-

show that you are pr epared to resist it. ' 

Alexander's provocative t houe.hto dreu nn i.'n!nedinte response from George 

Gilbert, then one of t h e most distinguished building contractors in the 

Colony, 1.mo wrote to t h o Governor describine the design oi' his mm h ouse 

(nfterwards built near Fort Beaufort and named 'Sephton lllanor') . This the 

Governor al.so caused to be published, both in t he 1Grahrunstown Journa l 1 (of 

10th 8epte ber, 1 8 5) and a s a Govem:nent Notice (Plate 97) . 

In .spite or continued n ative incursions, there uere , prior to 1835 , r o­

mrknbly f'ew exru:,pl<IB of £or1if'ic tions Qf any kind in this exposed fr<.~tier 

area. part from t h e f ort and' bloc1'.hous e ·1t Port Eliza.be~ erected in 1799 

( Chapter 3) , there uere, in the ,mol e Eastern Pr.ovinCe, no more than a dozen 

stone-built, defensible ~orts, all but one or t,10 of 1:illlich wcr o sirap1e r actan­

cu:tar enclosures o:f low loop-holed \mlls . 2 For t h e rost , t he def ences of the 

frontier had frequGnt1y b een r eferred to as in3.dequato and defec t ive, conoi:9-
, 

tin"' as t ey did of forts coq:,rising o. f'eu t hat ched huts, t nl'Ticadcd by rallo 

0£ pointed poles . (e. g . Rev . John Aylif£ in Godlont on ' s ' I~a:noriols of the 



Co t n tion 
(O .&.icial repor t o 1$25, • ot d y Cory,II ,178. 

Fort 'i s tire c.. e ho ocus of T t t1 din air r-1 th tho 
natives , t ihic h ~ y of the cttl01·D c,.rrioo. on lucr tivo 
~r o in ivory, skin~, c ttl~ and shcpp. ) 

Tho us, _ _ or i ic tic . ..., ir. :uro e n lo ~l y · ad 
out !'ith t. e ro Ith of the prntcr O- x losivo in he i htconth 
c<mtury . t a e.-n t the native, on -the . .,tcr.n r ntier of the 
Coj c Colo }" - unsl<"'ill d as t E;y i re n he arts of a.ggrcs;:;i vc 
,mr far - t r adi t i onal .fortiJ.'ic ti ms re :ai cd ffcctiv e _or T11:."".:!.1y 
y~ars. 

1 . John ... ~ pbcll ' i ry of 1 ""'vcls in outh ricn ', 238. r· ... P\.,b . 
l..ib.) 

2 . II. Licht ,mtcin ' ~ vela in So t cm Al"ric, ' . (London , 181 2) , '253 . 
Compare t do de cri tion with that of n c1ell 1s hou · i-'or t 

(D ' Urban ) in J uly 1$26 ' ... it. in t fort he 1..- cps h i s 
e , .. i ch h tills c ood tock. It it c trimi l·r 

t 1.c one eun is to e 1 ced. . .he is · uil t 
d , t ixty e t by t\' enty, 1 han ix t· l r l y ood 

rooms •• • ' (G. _ o p""on ' i."'r~vcl n ' 1 Z7 , end.ix V} 

93. Vi ew of Kaffir Dr i ft Poat, 
oontom orary dr awing~ 

(Al b ny • cue) . 

94 . Ko.ffir Drift - ok~tch ~r om 
F . Ro •a Journal. ( . A.P.1 . ) . 

95 . Origi nal pl an of Lo bard' s 
Pos t ( f rorn the Tit l Deed Sur­
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British Settl r a ', 19 ) 

Thou.eh this l ·nd of forti.i':Lc tion wns p tently inadcouate against the 

asse a.is o.nd £ire- b1·nnd.G of the raidi: e horde , it was nl l ost or t ho ~ i so~ 

had to prot t th , and it \SS --lso an loyed, after 1819, f or t he defence worko . 
of Zis i on St tioru: , such ao Theopplis , ;.mich J hn Campbell descr ibed v ary pre­

cisel y in his diary: 

' • • • in conse uence of the repo-t d o.tt..,cks of tho Co..ff'res they resol ved to 
for tify a pi ce o:.f gr und to which thewo:nm and children c uld fly for rc.fu~ 
and :rh r all their cattle and sheep could be taken ,men in dmiger of bcl g 
c ar.i·i off. or this purpose they ,,u oun ed. a.bout a squar ere of gr-ound 
,'Ji.th strong paliuades 7 or fc t hi h - those bcin cnie£ly cOrJposed of 
:!hnt they call tho af ro tre , ar~ erow · ng and send forth shoots mich will 
ender it more i pen.ctrable and likcuisc permanent , s the ends tuck in the 

gr ~ will not rot like other timber - a.;, a.ch post is two or three inches 
s ~ to they can .fire thr gh et .en them ,nth their muskets • • • they have 
f'onn a projection f'rom the middle of ach oid~ from ,mich they can fire upon 
ouch s mn.y advance up to he orti icntion. , .1 

It is noteworthy that tho lan adop by thia pru.ioade ms baoically that 

or el ington arr ck, reco erxlcd by Alexander for adoption by tho .farm r.s . 

Iet another of e and.or ' proposal , thnt o.f crecti."lg dc.fensive sod ml.ls 

around t~-ie £. z\1lhous o , bad ~ cm anticipated yearn earlier by the frontier oere 

efore the eat depred tions of the seco d decade of the century hnd driven 

th from the c.roo.. Lichtenstein, Iho '\."1.sited the Ea-.,tern Cape in 1803 , des­

c ribed 
' • • • the precautions mich mid been ta en ain t the inroads of the C ff'res. 
They c naisted in high earth 1nlle, run up all around tho ho se t o. distan::e 
of fiv e or six feet .from it : at the !'our corners rero a sort of tmrnr uith 
port ho1 s for ,euns, resembling bastio i;) , imich vc the 1 ole the np ooronce 
of a f'ortification: the ope in opposit tho house do r could in time of 
__ ,.,.,er e bnrricadgt1. 4any .former by this kind of fortification saved 
their houoes •• •• , 

uch o. defensive sy:st appears to ha 

stranzthened stone embrosurcs at the corn .... rs . 

exist around Ca ~ood 'n ost , nth 

oubtloss earthm or sod rall.s , 

t por :.r or per n ent, rerc em loyed on on xtensive ocnle r und nrmh es 

fortified o.fter l.835, but mn.ny or th · er pr-csu.mably re laced in time \11th 
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0 , r" r "t~ ~-- t)F n;; r~~r,r,;-r, r, ~ \I_-HOCS~ .. l''::-aod-:"--,..-,,11-.-. -•• -.-,,._=, - h· i·,-b, ..... -.-re .... ,-o .... bc .... b-.=-_-h=•=i,"'b"'..,=oo-,=P"flff=-, =c----.n~•.-,tb-) ntied"-~~,-'""to 11W Tt;. 
TA, f,,llott:••:J ,_,J,,~nt•cnu, Cflrcto11u,c_7 ,.11ry. ,~nd f.&tffl h ~1nra: a.Gd 1, a hnlf' ditu~ from 

C~'ft(>, ,,,.,J ,Jf,,rt1re JAt.lltO't., tt/ tbfn.,/i•r, •he'll. • ub an Htlf'nor tltp to .rt'lab!e OM•• 6tt ou, 
1 ,u,• J/,,,u,~ fl~,ut .C::,,rttg~ a,vl "'"'" •'-~ ••II. aoJ u u r~r dttd, ~II rownd, f■,m-' 
R 1.1bf~r,, arr • tut ~ar1uJ1ly r('f''YtlfJant,-J,d by •OGI~ be reedered u ffCIIN H military 6.tld • 01\..s 

,,,,,. r,,.rtr,i,rr ,,,,,1 fAm1110.1ub:r ;,. C1tu1,ro tlH • ., • . Jr are.. 
ott,11fi(}11 and ob.n-ra1tcc of all tlu r o1tli# . For• cactle kraal. not Hibl, to be ' "! oo 6ft. a 
FarnHTA, ra1H'd plll pll or K0ltJ-bo& (Kt lketch) ,a th~ ttoirr, 

Gra/,,,,,,, Tu,rn, 13tl, A~!f'l~I, 18-3.5. 
lJy /Ju Erullai~y·, Co,,.,•~•d, 

II". S.11/TFI, 
A cti1t9 Gm::t . S,r. i11 atl~ada1t.u. 

0.,. th .. t)C:c:,.·;,n tif 11,e late K•lir lrnpt ir,n. i• 
an:,uo ,h., the s .. utto on lhe: PAJtUft Fronl:t"· 
w ... rf' r"•-n,,1.-t,t,ly t ♦kt"o by 111rJ,ri,",-nrmc ,o( them 
hnm.r f'""" ni•d~ •nr pn1J•raJi.on, for dde-ndini; 
th"" dwr1 tnr1 •(~Intl II tu•Mf'n ioc-,uiori c ( 10 
M'lu'ct tm"'my. \',-1 •uc b prt-cu1t1f')n1 art f'•tr n t • 
c•••ar1 HI CQur,t,11.•, 10 ti11,a1erl, ■nd •tr!! a"C('rd. 
i o11tlJ u•u~r•rrl, 111 no du1•nt d•te, b'f lhe Oou_.h 
8 t'lllf"t• ,n l\n1euc11 and 1l10 l,y lhe Uutch 1-•umeu 
in Sou1h Afrk:"a. 

Aflf', the rlurly hnnsrht f',tpe_ti.f.or:e or lhe irn , 
propri \7 or con11ruct11H!' dw,:,1hnr•. 1n lhe ofith 
I cu,rho,~I of t.•V•..rr1. w11h nn l,tuer mtan• uf de .. 
f.-mtin: lh~rn th•ri i, to be (Qnnd ,n (:.um hou!U in 
th~ MOlhn t'(.Ulntry. it bthon, the StHlt:tt of 
Alt, '"1 1111d 'iorr,rnt-t lo r•y IM)Ol~ 1t1e-ntion lo the 
v.r1t>u• •im p~ f!•f'•n,.-alludtt/ w:ith ,,.,ill 1.rp,:11u 
-wl,ic--h •tll en11ble 11. re.• rc-eoluie mu 10 dcftnd 
thrrn.el•"• tor • C:lln-itlrr11ble time :.t,:airll a mu u­
tut1t. wl1flhu ~n,hud or b•rbarian . The mt.1n, 
for d uin~ 1hi1 ire ll hanJ t •ery whtrt . and d rmbt• 
Ir•• tht"i, •rphc•••on ha, ooty lo be 1►oiateJ out 10 
~ ,.-.. ,My •doptcd. 

\Vltile the K'"''°ru.mtftt e1bbli1hu 1ddi1ioinl 
J)/'1"11, iu1d prowtdt'a a mr,rJ 1uha.bt~ f,1rca 1h~o for• 
tnC"1ly for tilt dtfl"r ce uf lhe Fronlier, iii, nol un• 
rt',orma.hle to ex~ct, 1nd .ulf•1nl,.,e.Jl oa.v,t HIU• 

, .. d1y J 1cllllr1 th•t •ht coloni,•1 will ••~ aH·i,1 to 
ddtnii thrir o•n propr1ry by fort i(yiog their liutHf l 
i•• • • im11)., tW 1nne:r. They will thus lu11en 1he- pro­
b1h1l11y o( ••u . ..abtr luupllon, l.,y 1hewi11,r the ,.w11;. 
1tu ,t,,tt they ar'l nol tlumbt-f♦ni, H hhhe-,to, in 
f .. nctt'rl r.tcut1ty. l1ut are prf'putd to repel treachrr­
ou• ■ntl lin11ro,n\n:d ari:rf'•• 011•; . ,1d let the 
Fror tir-r be wl11!1t: ii. Jnl\1. ,uch 111eatnrtt ■re intlit­
p{•11,11ble 10 J ("l"'UftlJ. 15j11c>e I .m11II r any o( P'li\~C,. 
-r•·• fllltle 11d, tp1~u• to 1h1• phrnd~r 11nd ~urdu o( 
• faruily-moy, 111 ,uC'h 1J ,.n,an1ry. at an,• time', p.,.nt 
h• '"' ntany nulti lH•yunJ ftny ~i•~n fru11ll~r lrnt, 

Tiu.: folhiw111: are ,1111n11.: lhe tim,,tt>, chrap. enrl 
,,,,Jy, muJu o( Jt"fcuu,e bu1IJ1ng tbove aJ't'trhd 
tu:-

Afl•r 1hr Prt'nrh at''l,llire-1 ~1tn11da, th,ir •:,~h•m 
of dl•ff!1.e-.-, ,.11:t 1111•• 1.h~ ltuli,rn• w u an l'HY •ml " 
1un,1 41'tt; r lu 11 unt, A ror1ili ,t ch1uch wat pl:ace-d 
in 111~ <'· .. ulte ol a •mill cl.,1nrt, (1tc d ■gr,tm 
aul,juiutJ) 1rnd from it the r.um:1 raJ&.-.ted 

•• mble ••~•111,.o<lt: ili,th,n fil1 .. 1two-1hird.•i<h 
f110•dtr,-1he orifice i• cl(Nlffl wi,h • cork C'Offttd 
• Hh ~ p<r: throe1a:h I hol• in the cork {•h"n the. 
,:rf'nar:lt. i1 rtquir~ for Ute) a nait •• in1tVdu~. 
1h1ei;"r in the midJle lhan 111 lhc cni.:lt• lo ~•~ht 
,,, f.Uiog out: on 1he point ol lhe 0111 •• a ptttu1-
;c1on cap. I( the gnn1dit i, htld np b7 the e·od.1 of 

t)r d 1he ~,te: or thf' kratl, is ehe t,,,1t manurof dt-- tht PilJH'f ■nd dropp~ fron:t • .-indow. the he•d 
ft11dinl! it. The raLed ,entry box i• ihuJ coniiruct .. or •h~ nail innri;ably •trili:H 1he ,:t01tod, whil1t the 
e-rl :-four ,.,out 1rt.iet are c-ut to 1he ltnp;th of '11 eap intide ignitt• 1be po•dtr. and lbe 1r4'n1d" 1e:o1,1.­
f..:,et, '"' it'\to the ~round, S fre1 ap,rt. and JS ftet rally bur"'• in U or ~O pictte. A. box. or t~M 
.,.hu•e t:,01.1nd. Al the hf'h:ht of liJ: feet ,he-re i, 1 trtn&du, Of or th~ c-ommon grfnAdn. •1th f•1tt1, 
rl• lform of bou.:h• bo-and 10 ,he ,4 po••• by tbf'n(t • ne re(;ommendrd for the dcfienc1' of f.,rmt 11'1 Ire• 
e>r Ju1ht r: on thi• one or more ■tntriet ,und, de- land. and •ere found or C'.On,1dt"rt1ble 1otn1ce, 
ftnded from tho·• enhn by a ,Htht roof, and frocu The be-JI mo1.nht dblundtrb'll1t, ora m••kt'&. lo1J. 
bull .. 11 or a,itgai1 by hadr or 0th,cr iillt> icrccn., td • ut, looptn or , tui• aboTe the bill, aN e J:('t'I• 

A u,dul leucm m•y be INrnt from the Ka6n l~nt wrapoo1 to be u1cJ •t tht loop bolr1, aad for 
1hemsel"t1 for tLte dercoce of kru.t,. They kNp .hotl di110.ncu. 
one or more larg• bunfllu of dry mounti.rn-i,:-rao At in l11di1, he:d,-r1 o( alOd •ad pNc-kly ,...,.. 
nt.r t fttlf L.rul•• ind wh,n dan~l!r i• u•ppo•~d 10 be might be iatroduc~d hert, wilb 11:Jt.ceU•ot f'frtt& •• 
nHr, lht buodle ia lighttd; it burns for a con■ide!r~ dt lcncH, u du~., gro• read111 and riu,oot be bontt 
able tmu•

1 
throwing a brilliant ligh, (or many yard, down. A. cartful night -•atcb, ■Hi,ted by do,-. 

round, ■nd di1co•er• the enemin. ouitht nHer lo be d111•~nud •ith. Wit'\ thne a .. d 
The Cou..,rk look out honJH on the oorth aide othtr 1imple meant nf Jeftnce, the enttrp·leiA-)t 

of the C1uca1111, to obtcne the approach o( an fa.r<nert of the fro·tt.1u will 1.t~our irt pt,M'C, tWc-p 
cncm)' durinl' the day, are tot rtly pl•tform• rai,~ in ucu,ny, end •11h th, aui,tauco or the tfguld 
oo pot11. l o 1h11 couniry callle g,uing in the 6c:ld forct.defendtbeirpropc1lyag1.i o1t;atlho••il~i•ro ,dc~ 
.,ould be toler•bly oecurc, ,r look-001-hou,u or J. E.. A. 
1u1f or potb were con1uuc1ed ll difttrtni command- Graham•• Town, l'21h Auxu•t, t8 3~. 
in~ 1H►1nt1 on a r.rro, while 1i~o•lt cui.;ht be m•dc 
b)' blu•ini horP:,, 1molce, &e. 

Th, ,noat economit1l way for ff ndtring I hou1e 
defrn,.ih1e II b11i1din~ it on 1he Spr1m,h plan. lhu 
i,, of 2 or more ,toriea,. (■ee .ketcb) ,tae luwu are 

OCi"upicd by houo: ac~•• _i• gol 1~ the upper bJ _ a 
woodru 11h11ir, wh1cb can ra11I~ be w11hdre•o; whtle 
1 ve,a11dah projel"ting (,om 1he 6nt floor ghe1 • 
""tiol 6re: 1h111 Cll<11n aoJ horte ue aecurtd 1oo 
d1:r 01,c: roof. 

In Pt1,i1t the millt 1t1 dist•nt:e (rom the villtp are 
c•cb pro,illcd with a.lower (.,ukotch) ~0 fut bicb, 

er1u<11 trom Cngli•h ~•ftH• 
Cape Paptrt hue beeo retri•~d 10 lhe 5th ot 

FfhruarJ. Tsto 1ceouo1,1 by th11•ffl 1r1 •hogethtt 
fuourable, ■nd the: al.rm 111 IM>tne rne.1ure h•,t 
1ubtldtd. The So•tl A/r1t4rt Adwr-titt,ofthe. ◄ h 
••J••" No inittlig•nce h11d btf'u rece1n1I from the 
Frontier 1ince the la1t post. Tllou~h lhc •l•rm hu 
now ntHly 1ub1idcd. tho pubhc o•;hl a-ot to up~et 
1mme-di11 e tranquil1•1• nor, if the ••r be ca.r1i.-d 
mto the enemf• coun1ry, 11nilor:n auccut." At 
Uruin1ju ltoojtft, on 1he 'iht of J.nu11ry, the in• 
l1abita0lt bad l'fljvy,d pr rfcel 1rallqt.1i!it:, fOf fHur,al 
Jay•. and tltt eotmJ had nol rutempt•d to c:rou 11,• 
,:rt'at fHh Riter 1bOl't the farm of r ic-rre Oou .... n. 
~me: K•fir, coutinu~d in ponc,,illo or &he forn1e 
1n the 'l1cini1y of K,ga Uetg, but Lh1 crop, 1-.d 
huildmga on &he ~hnhun1 had not bu:n de-uoytd, 
i1nd ,om• or the iababi,anlt who RcJ from the 
cntmy were NllUU~ins _p.,1,io,, l$t.\ April. 

a■Wa! -■W'■ I •■W'■ I 

\Vhen 1ht tndiant 1U1cktd an7 part of lhe tor11ion 
th, 1111,trm h,rll '"" run',; th• 1euler• immf'diat«-1~ 
,.,.

1
..,u f'J co thl"'ir ullyiu~ poiri1-1he church: r,om 

whronf'f', in a 1iudy,1hey w, N' able to act w,th clf~ct 
ou &ht- rnt"my. 

Fot bouat, aln.a\lJ ln,i1L1 (,c-e aketch1) tho 1ddi-
(like ane or tht ancient peel hoa■H on the hordeu 
I.if E,~1,nd a11d Scoll~nd). lotv thi• the miller and 
hit rntn rrur~ wheo 1he. mill i, au•cke-d, •nd from 
il a rt!' aUte to 6.,~ wi1b effttt oa the e.1t-:1ilan 11. Thc­
lOWl t i, gl!neralty at a liule dLIHD«: io (root of 
1ht"mill. 

Ad,ie:e■ h•n. betu ruti,ed f,om 1be C.pe or 
Good llopc to the ,?Ill of t"ebtu■•J• TheJ con­
firm the proioo• h1fotma1ioo o f ,he ,ucc·u.d•l 
oper.uooa or the military a11d the Bercher fUfce■ 
,n ttpellinc the Caff're■ rrom the rolooy. h it 
1tal.t'd 1hat 1ome lime tince lh• chi•f• of 1be t ribt1 
blt7oud the fron1itr Ctlmp1■intd lo the Colooial Oo• 
Hrnmeot 1b,1 hundreds or the ~olno11t, had In• 
waded their co1tntty and were la) inac it duolare. 
The rtplJ wu, ,hat 1he Coloalal Oun, nmeut did 
not •ppro•e of ,ucb eonduct, bu& c uld Dot pr•• 
,,nt ii, u the juritdic1ioo of Lbe Coart.1 d iJ f.t<l1 

ut.end bfyond 1hc boundary. Thi•, it i, ... ,.ned, 
.... one or the principal ('IUtU which b•~ l,d tu 
the iocunioo of ,he nng:ea. 1'he ttl'vttt of th• 
troop• in dri,ing theCai'ru into their own ttrri• 
tory \rad been m0tl 11.1ccu,!ul, and • it.h eompara-­
ti,,ly liule 10 .. of lire. A ""''' or troops l hd 
burghus hod punued the Chirr Eno and hit fol• 
lower• ind completely dc-11royttl 1ben)1 Etao him• 
•• ir 0011 ... apioc doth bJ di•c•iAi•1 bi111Hlf ;,. 
hi• daughttr, d, . ... •hilt .M P"l OU tlt.r ,.,h..,· .. 
Kerott rteeind ,h,ee 1hot wouad1 bdo,1 her .., .. 
•11 dia.co.-ered. A Ou,u•mtbl nir.ic■ had Hin 
istued df'tailinc the mohmenlt of Cot SoaW'let 
111d )lajor Co•, in deuiog the tolony or 1hc ear .. 
fret. and coa6r1,.inr I.be adhe:tion of &be Chi,-f, 
P11to, Co'>e1s. ■od Kamp, to tbl colony. TA~.,.,. 
o,a1, ia/4<1, at•• nd !-/6id, 'l91A A,rtL 

,, ... plan o r ch~ nt• '\Ve-llinrtoo Barn.ck' (Me 
/,t 1ktt.:h} it f &Ct-lltot; for 1hu1 eury burack or house 

1ion of I po«h on tho r,ont end back_ • _culd gi•• • I 
d f':1 ttufti,t rtldn~•titt ■long thl"' pn~c1pll wall,: 
,rlult lh<' wiudo•t of tbt gro,uad Door ID 1ht g,ablt•, 1 
lt(,

111 
.. ltlwlt-J op, and one ltft open elHJ.,e. w,,.ulJ · 

~o• h~., .U ptir:5 u f tht OCt"1ior to ht- dtftndt"d wllh• 
o"'t e,i,o,mtt tht dff<o~t n, At hou.~• carf' no• - , 
built on ,he {n.)nlltr, the nim..t~• ,re obhftd to co ..,_ ______________ ., 

IJ l 6rt • hh 1 .,,. cBccl. 1hu1~1pct1"J thtm• . d 
~uu ~ 0 • 1 ■od unr1t-cc>•H') ri•k. mar bt made a 11ro.1r P;Oll: ~•.ttn .v·ery w1a o• 
H I«• to ,::rt•t pen;o• ,in ,I tbt firr.-bn,nd it 10 i• • luop-holt', elorttd wuh 1n 111•1de ~h ulltr wbtn 
• Tl• • •f'Uf< _tht ru0 •ion ht Dtt'tr 10 b:e o we! 00 not ,tq,med : a loop hr.,led wa.ll t O (n l h1,ti 1ur-
1A11flOtU.nt Po10L 

1 
1 hatc-K,6.t~!'II thin ... ltt. can bf' rouu•I• the J'ard, w11h t:o• tu at •?~• 1n2:lu .. or _iu 

tM f1ontttr. •'"'.•• or tr d 0 ,c-111.c ia ,ht lioe,o b,.,lten u 10 ,1,e • a,.o\u1g fir~. Fma,r 
ol,t•in.d, Then•" .1~o •. ~• ! •t-= of lhlt mt't.al flll from a • iaoo• tspc>Ht the ~non : wl.ile hoy 
('(>lctny-; I •?0 ' CO\ff · -., r. • tyfQ ltu , o t h.111 ho' C"I be11'Hft the • indow, lff:UfC ~he ddt•d~ra. 
not nitt'•..a,e. \ta• to•a n fi,f'. The d irF .. rti:t.c- IJand k,en•dtt an: of p at 11w Ht deltoAu,, • 
1h•trh.\ • .,J c_-0• 0 ' bf' • ~ • ttJ. r r 11oc fu,,,>r1 d•d 1nl': the bfott for a f&rm ho111c arc thoa-e oo ,b .. 
c,f 11•1uuecf' 11 • 1"0 h> d t"0 l.b ·,ct 

O 
1~, ' pcrcu.u,uca priDcipl~. The gruaJ.c b 1G.1toui..dcd 

~, . t\.l . pu ecol 1t char"° • "' • ' · 

.,Ut8ADOU. 

Ad.,i(ee h.■"'c be«a recei•ed r,.. Ba,b.d..,.., 
• h1ch co1:u.in a de.sv•tch 11ent from 1he Colo«u.J 
Offi.-c to the Go•ernot , rnpec.1int •h• ra.kin1 • 
prom itin (!Ir t.bt m,un1en■o.~ of •h• cb,ldren •boa 
the ,1tgroe1 we,e •n•1lliog lO put • pprenHeet. TH 
du pat , h i, u follow, , uad ;1 coDCbed ,a Nm.t•bat 
,110111 f•ngu.az:e :-

" O.wnioJ•tUttt, Jae. I , 1835. 
••~aa,-1 rtc~i•td your dctpt.tcb, dated 1be 30tla. 

or M ptt.mbet 1111. t-od.,.ia; • copr of 1M •.,.•C• 
wh,cl\ ••• H•I lo tho Council aod A ... •bly of 
B..rb<d0tt, tttp,elior tb1 pro•bioa •loich Jo• 
t.\o.w~Ju II ddua:1lc- to hue m.•d• ro, •ha ••ppotl 
of 1•••C cbildrco, •b- tlkit f■1nt1 ai;bt bl 

t e 
1035. 

th • rnh 
18:55 • 

.t-11,11. 
~ .. - 14Nlrooae. 
c-s-. 

•s 

•a ~ovn Journol' 20th 

own Journot• 0£ 10th 

D,-l' mtry, 
1..-1'ik.l..lll'J. 

f .- ·•~ut .. "'-1111-,I 
V .-:11~'1.'l'• do. 

GOl'ERN~IENT NUrICE. " W ITH rt.fc.rtnte. to ~he obsernuons on 1lu j 
D.-fr-uc, .. af F4rm Ho11,o put,H,hrd in 1hl' 1 

J uurnal or 1hr ~0th uh , Hit Esc•lleocy th• Go•rr I 
t1or inti Comm•ndrr ln-Chlt>( h,1,1 ,ini:e hrr11 f .. woctd 
wuh tht (ullo•ing l.ttcr. t"nr'o~iu~ and rlrsr11h1n_ 
1hc-pl11u ol 'il f11rrn h1h1,e, wluch itppN•rt to lum • • 
onct 10 ,1m1,le, pra<"t.wahle ,n,I , fterwal , 1h,1t he i,.. 
u11luc4.d 10 recommt11d at 10 thu •tl~ullun of llu• 
ru,ntitr r.,.l\t'f't, 

Or•h•m'• Town, 3rd Srpt•mber, 1835, 
By 111, E 1c<ilei,cy'• Comm•ud. 
(S.,otd) W . S\JITII, 

Actinir Co•. 8f'c. in ~t e •danr,. 
Tn 1/i1 Euell•11cy ftl,,j-,r-Gr11<'1"Q/ Sfr llusJ 1-

.,,~ 0 l""nAII, (i11rtr~ur 1,J 11,e Cupe uf 
()Q<,d /lop~, 1~·o. o·r, ~·c. 
'" Y uur Exc .. l1cnr)' having betn pltn1u d to ri1com• 

mtntl to tlu• (ronlil'f r ... rmer, c.-rtMiu pl•n• (or ihe 
lmi1di11u- encl nnprofinit of lheir l1f'lu,e1, ■'> a, to 
t"n•hl., them 10 deC•·nd the Nmt: w1thnnt incurri11~ 
ri,ll or hf~ from li e auac1t of the Kafir 1:.nagu 
or roh''f'r•: 

•• I htl( leave 10 enclose a pion or • f11rm-ho,,., 
•nd kroal■, whirh h•d beeu dui~n,d by me to be 
hnih no a (arm nf'Ar Fort Ou11fJrl, ju,t b~(ote 11'.t 
t"-Omm.-ucemeut t>f the K ,fir ltroptir,n; .. nd whid11 

n &11on •• tirconnuuices will V"ini,, I 111tc:nd to 
e.• ny into exc-<:uunr,. If 1l11t• should meet with 
ymn •rrrohu.tinn, •• 0'•~ w41r1hy or b..-inK AC(fd 
Ul)\>n by mv ft'ltow co' n,,i~u, I ,h:tll r\;el t:'fll'ill 

pl••1u•11rf' in ofT,•rirt!' n,y ml'e for tht pul,lic welf.tte 
.. The pf•n. 88 tlf'" ~tt~cl. i* t-noahl~ or hr,io1,. tX 

fttrtclf1I OI 1l1m111i .. litJ, co N& 10 m•rt 1h,• fi i:inf";i ot 
thfl' f,4 1fllt r . hi, ali,,0 ftci,,titt"tl fnr 1IH.• r,•1,u!('11<·.- ol 
l •n (,n11 1" ~ : i1n1I it nii~ht 111•0 '1fl ro11 .. lro('tpJ 1'-'hh 
t''JU1tl p rMl'c11no. h,'I oo.y b111l•l111::- 1ht fmnt ilin,I 
b.,i•k "'•II• 11( II, 11-. 111 111 .. uy iu11ot~m·r• tl1r ho,11111'° 
• t·cor,lin,c tu ,h~ pl.-n, woutJ l,e tou h1,;;e nrul ex I 
p1 n.,,.,e. 
. ·• Thr 1110 11il'i,irm ·1( ,hr ,htPp ancl t'",Hlle krQ._t. 
•• t1ot nttPMlfJ • ht, .. hl'wn. h111 11.r f"Ommnnit' 111-
h on (run, tl,e k11cht:"n lo th1• t'attl..- lcn .Jt j, i1ult-1u•o I 
, ,1t,le . frnm tl•e I 11t•11, u n( 1he h1,ur 11illk111e 
tal.n pl.f'.e, whirh nprr.11ton 11.111y 1hu, hi" c~1rJt>•I 
nn in •t(dy, ■ltC'r the krn,.11:lllCj tttf' Wf'II r.1<fl1•11--d. 

•• T htroof.ia url" inte1ul,•1I tn l>e co,· .. h·d wi1l1pq.wr. 
•• mortt !Mtv of tu•w,.; k1.•p• in r~p,11t: ,111,i ,,, r r 1 h~ 
r ,,um A, will hr♦ rbe t:,ritn ,uy, • • Ch,ihle frr11n th.­
room hy • Alt'p l•dd1•r. T he glut w111cl ,w~ to hHv1• 
ahutte,, ou1,14lr, and h.1rs of 1ron fiX1·tl 111 1h,­
fr1unr. Th-- d uortt ,'11110 to hu v~ b.-n1 "I 1mn Ano.i .. 

iu .. ule, Rnd tht! loop•h•1le• 10 hi! 1;cow1dt111 with ., 
r,.u11e Nnrl , h11tu?r I0 ••rh huilt in ,lie w11II. 

•• T h, "•II• mi.y h" bu1h vi to,I, s111ne. or hrid;. 
11 m,tJ be mo,11 t"uuve:rucnt. 1'bt h o1.1, e m.ty al"u 
be l,u1h lwo 1tori.-1 bi!lh, 

t h■v~, &c: 
(~i,11•d) GEORGE Cill.BEll1'." 

24 h ,\uguot, U!1S 
( ~tt ,'!iJ.t ttlt ""'"". ) 

uis-i'1u1.: r UltllTll,...,s--.----

J,;,1,1,d, Pri fttrd a.,/ P11bl,1Ard 611 l4t T'ro1>r1t lor 
I. 11. M•uuNT, 11,yh ,tr,.,, Groh~·, :t·u-. 
C•J•• o/Chod llop,. 



9a. Fort Wil lshire, original design. 

99~ Fraser' s Camp Tower. 
100. Trumpeter•s Drift Fort. 
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the l oop-hol d oto c \1:lll.1 so ch in cvi Emcc no • end the romrtinder have 

d c yecl and b on ~hod or plouched atmy . 

hcrever oton £orti.fic ti o oc ur on arm.riou~es in tho l'll bony nroa they 

~on usually be d d to t c post- 1835 period. They range in type £ro si e 

ml.le closure" :for c ttlo ruid sheep adjoining the h oes ( ti.th loopboles 

opaced t regul intervals nlo 1g the stonework ml.ls) , to elaborate hilltop . 
fortr as br"cing hou , b ms, lookout to~ers and kraals such o ' ville 

ark1 and ' Sephton Hanor' . In bett.een the t\"ro extremes aro o lar e vnricty 

or i'ortif'icd hou.;ics, toworo and defensible farriya.rds of raiich only the ror o 

rcnnr a l e are cit d olo~. 

oreo Gilbert np <.mru to hnvo e:""lln t construction or I ephton ~or' 

( late 101) soon ofter th lie tion of hio lett r in Sept . 1835 . In spite 

o ubs uent alter tions it is today preserved in a £or oubstantiolly l ike 

that or the lan and elev :tion 1n Pl te 97, tl o main dif.fercnce b inG that 

th otoop-knr.icr llo re not a loy d out ::a.rd~ as s o~m on the plan ond t t 

an ontobl aturc has on ad eel to th , prob ly by Gilbort hi elf' (th v i-undrtll 

is c older. bly later in style) . The loo ol s bet\ean t1e ndo ~ 0 b en 

pl ste ed ov r on the outsi.dc in recent years, but ore prescrv , co:n l.ete '1th . 
thoir nc tly ouldcd door , on the nsidc. 

The out int resting fe turo of the £D...1"Tn is tho n ition to th sheep 

cuttle kraals adjoi i th side of the house of' n very larg oqunre 

defensible f rr,yard the full 1idth of the houoe ond ito t m kranl~ . Onto 

this fortif'icd cmclonuro open all t e for bu· 1di n, and tho ,hole is sur-

rounded by an ei ht-f'oot atone roll 7it.l loo holco ierc 

r gular in rvalo (Pl te 105) . At a short stance fro 

throut,h it nt 

th e is th 

double-storcycd lo kout to:er (lo.es 102-4 hich is al o loop-holed on both 

lovola , and has on the top a .fl s:f.cnal pl tform. 1 



' eJ)hton Manor• near ort Deautort. 
101 . in lou e . 
102. t blce, b rn, nd sign 1 to or. 
10,. Interior of oi l tower. 
104. Fortii'i d wall enolosinu t entiro co lex. 
105. A .firing ort in tho signal to\.for. 



1 . The irst of t t ion blockh uacs · s Fraser's C p, 
er ct in 1835 ( 99) . Ot ers eluded i t Ap l's To,·er 
O.."ld the tc to c -.. ic (.18 1) . Si al Tm rs nnd lock-
ho o s of this type r ttemod on t oo 1ich or a pert 
o£ the military e ;:erk of c e on t o Ind inn North- oa 
ronti r . It iv nt r ti to o-tice ow of'ten this type re­

curs at the Cape: fir..,t in 1795, :under n al Crai, ana at 
lgoa. y in 179 • Th n th re is a c oider le duril1 

1 hich not uite roe.chin th blocJ.r.house ras u.ilt in th 
Colo!'ly, until the end of t·1e 1835 tar, n 'Urban barl cd 
on a policy ofl recting th • In 184.3 an .an ore cone rted 
~tt pt to uild up i.gnal av tem c end t on blockhouses 

.:.1 in tituted ir P regine IDitland, en ,., ch lc.ndn ks 
as Governor's op end Bot s Post To rs re rectcd (all till 
rel. tiv ly uell.-prescrved) . Unfortunat ly, the i "l nt tion 
... che. o t:ras -ailurc m to the prcvnlence of mi:Jt in the 
er • loc ouses - of n .fcrm ic 1 had hardly c, ........ ~~ .. ,~ t all 
in ov T a hund ed yearn - :er r sorted to n in in both the 
ulu ar f 1879 end the oer ~r, en they w re bu lt in ruiny 

outlyin parts o South Arica. 

106. lover of Double rift Fort. 
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Communic tion batwecn these r.idcly separ~. ed f nns rnd military posts on 

the ro tier~ considered one of the major problems of the defensive system 

ot that time. It ,. u prob bly no coi cidenco th t the Govcrnor'z nide- do-eemp 

. advised th ,.:, ettlors to co struct si©,1al touers at the came time as the policy 

of building blockhouscn at the military farts 1-ras instituted. A good example 

or the latter may be seen at Fort ro .. m , and boors a. close resemblance to the 

'Sephton anor' type (Plnte 111) •1 The farm 'Buckland3' close to Fort ro1m 

, el.so has a dctnchod double-storcyc.d fortified to· :er on the same putt em. 

curiously an.riotated copy or th 'Gr.nhru!l' s Tmm Journal• for 10th ept . 

1835 oxists in the Cory Library (Pl.ate 97} . Ort the elev tion of the dosien for 

Gilbert ' s i"ortified i"armllouoe is dra 111 a ca3tcllatod to,1or in pencil , e.nd the 

inscription 'the pro osal ? will take out the slope of thi::. 't rrace ? and 

t'!tlke it shet1 only a horizontal line ', ro erri g o t e need to make some con­

cession to the 1 o or tho roof of 1th oth r stoep-1'-..amcr in the othcr1'1ise sym­

metrical f'acude. The interest of this document is heic)ltened by the encil 

i scription t the botto::i: 'Plan and o.1.ov tion o£ r . Gilbert ' o Iiouso - lot 

St e' . 

1ha.tover tho aning of the conflicting evidence about 'wephton ~or ' 

itself, one thing is certai.n: here ms a esign, and an . rly ono, for & look­

out tower cs an integral pa t of a. fm-mhousc . To find a contE!I;•pcra:r.y o . l 

of t in design 7l_Jo need go no further than twenty ml s to Jhe south of 

Gilbert"s .farm. 

'He thcrton o:1ars', s its name sugge ts, had not one but tt o nuch comer 

toners, in place of 'stoepkam rs' , on o plrn ,:1hich other rise is substantially 

th t of Gilbert' (Pi t s 109, 110} . Indeed, t c csign o.f the to 1ers is very 

similar to th t on the enirmiatic ra1-ring. 



1 . It 'I.ms uilt by Mr. Art ur Dougl...,s , any y"'ara 1 ter the 
aut1or of 'Ostrich .....r nc.;) in outh Africa '. Lo do., 1 81 , 
1,rho proudly ilL.1s rated tho ousc in the ackground of' ne 
of the lo.tcs in his cook. 

2 . Tl owe in the i."lg il ianr Tmm and MSt Lo don urea a.re ,ost ly 
of' later ate, but a.r almost i c tica.l in ba"'i.c d OJign. 

107 ,108 . lntorior 0£ l:'iring Port1 
with Door olooed and open. 
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'Heatherton Tm;ers', on the evidence of the present omere, uns actually 

built during 1S35 1 the former homestead havinz oen totally burnt out in the 

la.st days of 1834.1 The present building probnbly incorporates some of tho old 

·trolls, but tho ~-;hole concept of the design is quite dil'.fercnt f'rom anything of 

the pre-1835 period. -;y far the 1110st prominent :feature of the cxt.erior are the 

massive loophples and projecting castellated btll.ustrading to the flat signal 

platforms at the top of the towers. These to~rers are accesniblo onJ.y i'rom in­

side the house, Md the roof platforms by ls.elders from the rooms below. The 

11.ndo ro of the main house had heavy solid internal ohutterD, 1. lich could bo . 
barred in a.closed position, and -uora provided with vertical firing slits. 

Tho bo.ck of the house uaa entirely enclosed by outbuildings and barns to 

present a blank solid atone wall to the o.ttacker, broken only by the regular 

ro\.'S of loopholes. J\nd then, ao a first line of defence, the entire home and 

its outbuildings, ynrds and kraals, i.r ro enclosed by n :m:ienificent loo~wled 

stone v,ru.1, for so1-ie parts or its length more than ten feet high. 

' Heather-ton To,1ers' bolo gs to the fortified farmhouse type ' par excellence• , 

and there ,:rore, by all accounts, many others of the sa':'le genre. Several 11ero 

illustrated nt the ti~o in bo ks and periodicals. 

considerably a.ltored forn, in vnrious parts of the 

I t:cw survive, ge1crally in 

2 stern Province. 

~cattered in tho area betnecn !Heatherton Toucr.;.a' and 'Sephton I-Jf.anor', i . e . 

the r Sion 1mich rro.s rendered more secure and hence desirable as a re3ult of 

the milit:lry nsures taken ofter t.ho rn1r of 1834- 5, there remain today a num­

::>er of mar:,11i£icent housso of uhich the finest is • .... toneyfiolds' (Plates 116- 122}. 

lll of these hous s 10re fortified to a er-enter or a lo::;scr extent . Most of 

;hem hod small ,-ra.1.lod-in back courtyards en to which the dairy and shoos openoo, 

md d1ich provided sheltered daylig."1ting to the rooms. The result uas that on 



109,110. • th rton !o 

111. ( low). ort rown, imml ov r . 
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three sides of the ·1c.1se th re \1ere ~olutely no visible ~d.ndorra, the cnly 

openin e:ing rare loop-hole and the heavy door into the ya.rd . On the . 
fourth side, the lront, the uindo·ro \1cre reduced to a minimum both in number 

d size, and he vily shuttm·cd on the insido. 

Parallel to the mo.in bloclr of' the house, and thirty or :forty paces f'ro 

it , ; C, the 'lone; range or the barn, st blas and farm sheds, ;1hich sometimes 

returned dotm. one side or the arnyard to form an L-shaped block. This ,ms o<·f:\·,,., '\ 

linked to the ouse by mlls, six to ei :ht f:eet high, broken occasionally by 

the vert cal slit--> of tho loop-holes . Tho opace enclosed serve both as. a 

o.rmy~d and as a kraal for the livestock in times of e r: enc..--y . 
1 

The front 0£ ' toneyfields 1 ·at> troate a.a raised rnctangu.lar level 

C£U"den, laid out in the formnl. Italiun mnn...,er t en so fashio o.ble (Pl t 120) • 

The ,a.rdcn is conn ct d visua.J..ly ti.th the house ey eans of .a veranda, 'lm.ich 

a pears on · nspection to be co tc:nporary 1-rl.th the original buildi g . The 

peculiarly prociso ouldinga of the vermido bargebourd nro typical of tho late 

eigh'tic en thirties, and may be seen on many other f.o.rnihouses in tho ore , so c 

of mi.ch, lil o Robert Godlont n 'a h use 'Hacrnonds', a, neigh our of Gilbert 1 s 1 ,., .so 

h ve orl.gina.1 verandas a ting fro this p riod. It 1 ..,toneyfields' tre see the 

peculiar marri ,,.e of the EneJ_ish .rarr.mousc ::1th tho Portuguese-American colon-

ial. tradition. oon from ono sido it is indubitably the fir..,t , frv the other 

very uch tho s co. d, yet the lend of the tuo ha.a een fortl s ly and grace­

fully 2.chieved. 

"oving further south, to he area of the .f'irct settl r loc ti n, 1e find 

on or tho mo t elaborate of all the de endcc £e.rmho ses in ,.... rville Park' , 

near the coast ( la.te 123-141 ) • Like t o.f th frrmh uses xtenoively £ort-



□ 

114. Plan of •stonoyfielda ' , as it exists. 
The barns were apparently linked to 
tho hou.oe by stona valls vhich hn.v 
inao be n demolished for thoir 
atorial. The areas ahnded dark are 

later additions . 

ll5. •stoneyfielda 1 • The house .fraa 
the f&l'mY'ard• 





oney.f'ieldG' . 

116. The hou c £ro th rm-yard. 

117. Tho buck of the bsr:no . 



' ton :lG14 •• 

the North \ii st. 

119. 1ho :&ont ot the b • 

120. The firep c in an outside ro • 

121. 'lhe AVI!!!:'!etrical pattern ot th fiO".lfll" 

bode end paths 1n tront ea • 
122. The ho Soutb t . 



1 . mhi t , int 
t;o :r or tho 

icl ', • I:122. 

:,. • ' in t 1 y' .. ' ·1 '4/J, 32. 

'&rvllle Park•. 

123. General View from the north. 

124. The barn and th cntnmco to th t~. 
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i£iod at this ti a, t.Bo.rvi1le P rk' is la ely built of stone. Goldswain 

informs us th t 1 immediately after the cess t ion 0£ 1ostiiities in 1S35, 

there ;as a 'great cale for fr o Stone my .. cy b0:i.n.r3 the onley rce tone 

qunrrcy in this part or the euntx·ey and in culler it io mt1ch lil .. e the Bath 

Stone onley thcar io verey hllrd scraes in it no that the toles ui.11 flio one 

laer off of it. 1 The qunrrey ,ms found on n level flat so tI t uhon you have 

taken one la~r off ·t is quit level anof for a hou3e i'loer. Tho lucrs of stone 

veroo in thiclm.cs.... fro one inch up to t o f' oet: • • • this stone is yoused for 

buildine 1omb head .:.,1;onco ond Collomn, et.c ••••• , 2 'Barvllle Fark ' t-ro.s built 

oft is ace stone, a vein or ch extends alone the coast and periodically 

outcrops on tho coastal farms . In thia case it io not the f rmhouse itself 

t • ch is £orti£icd. Tl'filt is a co bl.c-storeycd building \Ji.th n ch.n.ractor so 

rc,markab1y similar to the fa..~ uoca of Cuob rland and Northumberland that 

one is left in no doubt :as to the origins of its builder, if not of its owner. 

But entirely surrounding the house, and alt.-nys o.t so e diatoncc fro it , tros 

a defensive uall orici.! ally ... ix to eight fc t hieh, ooclosing the fannyartl , . 
barns and outbu. !.ldingc, and. it a.pr,ccll'S, a tmter stora, e to..'1k or \1ell of con­

sider blc size. Tho entrance to thio e closure uas d £ended. by n double­

storeyed barn, in the position rcco ended for the sentry-box in /i lo ander•s . 
article. Besid s b ing loop-h led on both floors, this barn Md n projecting 

loading lat£om on the u er level m.ich mo.y have been intended to allmt 

rakine fir do1;n the mlll across the gate in the manner ent ed by AleJCndor 

:1 en describlng his 'Spanish house ' type of' do cnco. (The problem or fir -

prooff.ng the orig· nal thatched roofs of the bu;" ld · s was probo.bly solved in 

the mn.nrwr observed by a visitor in the avinans valley: 'tlle :roof uas rendered 

fireproof \tlth sodo. , :3) 

The ho eotead at ' arville .Park' is situ~tcd on the top of a ontly slo1r. 

ing 1ill, mid domino.tee the surrounding c untrysido fro mat io ob'lri us-



125. 'Ba-ville P •, Looking :illto 
entr • 
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'Banlll Park'. 

l.26. The fambulldin[!S and their vcl.lcd enclo ure £ran the 
north t. 

127. General viw. 
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'Darv1lle Perk•. 

129. The interior ot corner bastf.cm. 
130. Tho f'umhcn.me t.rom out ld the fortitl-

catlons • vi.th a bastion 11) foreground. 
131. A bo.stion, detail. 
132. Tm cattle ye.rd before restoration. 
133. loophol d iw ll of th co.ttl.o Jard. 



134. , rville Park•. Looking down at a bastion from an u por 
window. 









Previous paeesa 1Barville Park•. 

135 , (Above) . General view ot the cattle yard, as restored . 

136. The outside vall or the oattle yard, before restoration. 

137. The house from the cattle yard. 



• Borri.11 Perk t. 

138. Ute facade~ the house. 
139. Tho interior 0£ the house b fo restoration. 
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ly th .... t tr ~cgic pooiti . in th er • djoi in~ it 0..1'1 h ri. o of t o 
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U P P E R F L O O R 

L A T E R 

ADDITION 

rncm I LI V I N G 

GROUND F L O O R 

C 

PARLOUR 

159. 
140. 

141. 
142. 

143. 
144. 

• rville P rk ' • 

• (Left) . Plane or tho houao. 
(Abovo). Interior of the living 
Toom be!ore restoration . 
Th fir plac in the living room. 
The cnclos d st iroa 0 leading 
up to tho bedroo s . 
The dining room fireplace. 
The p rlour (?) fircpl co. 



139. 
140. 

141. 
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143. 
144. 

•:Barville P rk• • 

• (Left) . Plana of the house. 
(Above). Interior of tho li'f'ing 
roo before restoration. 
The fireplace in the living room . 
fhe enclosed atairoeee leading 
up to the bedroo e . 
The dining room fireplace. 
The parlour(?) tiropl co. 
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de once. The surviving f!l'OUp of building~ co. prises the barracka, with aceoo­

mo tion for orses .and men, and the officers' anc H.c.o. ' s houses . The frur 

min buildingn arc arranged in a rouchl r polygona1 plen, ~lith linking ,;a11s 

taking tho shortest di· tance bctuecn them, and enclosing a central mustering 

yard :hich uas res.son bly ef'emJible - thm1gh from tho acce:Jsibility or the 

hou.oes tnis does not seem to havP. been regarded as a matter of' great moment . 

It rem.ins to discuss a nu.rnber of preposscsoing farmhouses built on the 

old Settler r.o d betv:re ·n Port Elizabeth and Grahrunstmm. This ms an urea 

uhich, lyinc close and sheltered by Grahamstmm, always felt more protected 

from Kaffir o.ttack thun the rest of the di .... trict . It ,m.o aloo a region ,,nu.ch 

quickly became wealthy follo,dng the _ ·rly experiments 111th sheep-rearing • 

Here were built a group of houocs ·which resc::nblcd much more closely the 

fadiona.blc Ret'"'ency country ho sos of England than the architecture of the r.est 

of Albany dietrict . It is obvious that more emphasis ua.;i placed on style and 
i i},, 

elegance in them than on strict ouitobility to purpose, oriL,no money ,1c1s 

spared in their construction. 

'Sidbury P~rk', the first and largest of these houses, is suppos?d by 

tradition to have been built by the men of the party of Lieut . Daniel, R. n . 

(t1ho had broug,."lt out 32 settlers at his mm expanse in 1820, and tms respon­

sible for the £oundntion 0£ the villoge of Sidbury, and the Erection of tho 

church) . At loast a part of tho house dates from the twenties . So e of the 

work is said to hnve boon done by Hotrt;cntot labour •1 But it is clear that n 

cert.)in amount of subsequent alteration o.nd e ::tension took place, the house 

probably chievinc its pre$Cirt; form :i.n the lute thirties (Plates 153-164) . 

It ms a symmetrical ct ublc-storeyed facade, ~Tith nn e r1y ver-andn, behind 



147. (Oppo ite) . 'Lomoord 1 Post• frcn bliilow. 







'Laiabord • a .Post• . 

148. (Opposite). 
above. 

151. Th interior of lowr entrance. 

152. Mod l of \lbol group. (restoration 
by R. B. Lewcoc , model C • llardm&n) • 
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which lie no less than eighteen rooms, two of them parlours with fine woodwor k 

and (originally) moulded plaster ceilings. There was also a large ballroom 

above the ki tchens in a back wing. That some measure of protection was fel t 

necessary i3 ~rltnessed by the enclosed farmyard behind the house, the out­

buildings ~eing l inked to the main block by high stone walls . 

At ' Hilton ', a neighbour of ' Table Farm' near Grahamsto~m, Lieut . Cummings 

built the magnificent double-storeyed bow- fronted house which has survived to 

the present day (Plates 165- 173) . ' Hilton' i,•ras only one - the best preserved -

of a number of bow- fronted farmhouses which once graced the imxnediate vicinity 

of Gr ahamsto~m . Other survivors are 'Belmont' (Plates 36- 7) and (probably 

dating from this time) 'Fairlatm'. Semi- circular or semi- elliptical bow- fronts 

were the height of architectural fashion throughout the late Georgian period. 

(One has only to remember that they were the prominent features of the original 

Brighton Pavilion to apnreciate their significance. With thei r graded effects 

of light and shade and their soft forms they did nruch to introduce a note of 

graceful sophistication uherever they were used , and particularl y on farmhouses 

at t~e far- distant Cape frontier . 

' Hilton' is also remarkable for its complete disdain of attack, no attempt 

whatever having been made to protect it , the ground floor windows each having 

a~ area of glass nearly ten feet high by more than four feet wide . There is 

not even an enclosed yard to afford shelter at the back of the house. This 

seems to offer convincing proof of the family tradition that the house was 

erected before the 1835 War - in 1828 in fact . 

Internally ' Hilton ' has a splendid oval entrance hall v.rith wall- niches 

for decorative sculpture or vases in the best Classical manner, the rooms 
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v1.ndov. 

160. Mould d pl ter 001".iioe. 
All that , ... ,.__,_Ll£L.l.ns of tho or1-
ginol ce111nes . 

161. 8tcircase from above. 

163,164. In rlor■ of 





165. (Opposite). 11111t, •, leneral View. 

166. (Above) . Detail to ohov Na. 

167. Side vi u. 
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are high and spacious , and the staircase one of the most gracious surviving 

in the country. 

In this house is revealed the changing nature of the times . It looks 

optimistically 1orward to a life of security and grace on the frontier , a 

state of affairs that was not destined to be finally realised until after the 

~ar of 1851. And at the same time it looks backward to the elegance of 

eighteenth cen'tury England thirty years and six thousand miles away. It 

was an atypical ki."'ld of' architecture wl icl. could not often be repeated , the 

last aristocratic s1,-ran- song o.f the old order be.i:-ore the ne\1 took its place -

first the fortified house, and then, as nemories of the •,oar of 1e.35 faded, 
, 

that broad, lou, veranda- encircled Colonial building, which to us is the 

epitome of the nineteenth century South African farm. 



GROUND FLOO R 

'Hilton•. 

168,169. 'Bilton ' compo.red with Pl to 6 of Bunby' 'Desi 
for Villas end Country llo ' , London, 1€08. 

170. The ground floor plnn. Th upper plan 18 identiC£1l, 
with th o ition or tho v stibul.e occupi by estne 
r • 

171. '1'he ck of 'Hilton•. 

172,173. The tren.ce veatibul and tairhnll. 
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1. •crt:d Cott • by S.E. Hudson (c.1822) 
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Th buildin are probably tho e of the 
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'three thatched houses one or t m>oden houses brought o t from 

Bland ••• ' • So Thomas Pringle described tha embryonic totm of ort Eliz -

beth hen the settlers dioembrirkGd thcro in April 1820.
1 

A to .reeks later 

it ha.d changed to ' ••• the populous and soma at noisy parallelouam of Sett-

ler'.;. Tom ••• '. 

The 1 igrants, ose path lay inland, stayed but a few woeko , and ,ere 

hou c for th most p:irt in tents. But the port hn:d been born, and as uc-

ccoding months brought more transport into the Day the to\'.m began to sro on 

moro p rmanent , if equ lly haphazard, basis: ' ••• [hous s] are up like ush­

rooms in a night and tho Building mania pervaded all rank.s, ao for comfort 

so e or neces;;)ity , but rnoro for ;;,pecu1a.tion , tho conse;iuonce is ocareely one 

ous can be called decent - mis r: ble huts run up dthout taste or conven­

ience for every .fan ho has built a f ogstye in Engl.and consider,;,) himself cap-

able or plannin d creetl.ng a ousc at Port lizabot.h ••• · 1d.1nc;s are run-

nin up in ov ry direction but I 

icncc, ree;ular ty or stability, 

sorry to say ti thou t any Idea of conv n­

parcel o miserable uts huddled togothor 
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,.-;,amuel E. Hudson ' Journal 1 • cc . 602 Jocur..ent 8 
( t.hought on circumstantial cvldcmce to have lleen 
• Titten during 1822. v . Cory 'Tl e Rise of . • ' 

London 1910- 30 , ll: 205) . 

' Memorial... of the Briti. h Settlers' ( Graha.:us to m 
1845} . Address by Rev. John lyliff . 

3. ' Jounw.l' ,cc. 602. Document 8 . 

4 . c.o. 132/65. 11th Nov. 1820. T. Dvatt , Com:Jandant . 
' ••• an account of the cxpcn~cs attcrulin5 the trans­
port of the ooden Uoase from here t 1:mthurst , the 
amount is so enormous, even e:-:ceeding the prico they 
are to be sold r or th t r hav airccted the Ccmmis­
sary not to send off any until Your LXccllancy's plea­
sure is known •••• l rice for u.uc~1 t :o :rooden I ouses 
are to be sold £80 . Rc;:iu.irod for their conveyance, 
11 rageons at 96 ds . £100 . ' 

5 . T. Pringle ' I-arrative of a Residence in .:>outh frica' . 
London , 1824. 

6 . C. O. 132/51 , Uth .:,ept . 1820. T. vatl.., Co:, .andant. 

7 . C. v. 13,/5~. lOt Oct. i820. T. Matt, Co:mandant. 

8 . It is intere tine to specu1atc 1.10thcr this move on 
the part of the Coloni~.l Office rav ado in the light 
of an earlier , more succes~£u1 experiment , such as t.l-ie 
prefabrication of an entire hospital, deigned by 
Jeffrey yatt {later ~1r Jeffrey yatt) for erection 
at ...,_vdney Cove in 1790 . ( • I e :i • 'LO.rly 1u tra­
lian hrc li. tee ts on.:l thoir iork ' , -.,ydney 19 54, 8) • It 
mu.., t :t of course , be remembered th t the .fir ·t bl ock­
house in Port Elizabeth had been irc-fabric~ted in 
Cape Tom • . (Chapter 3. ) 

9. c.o. 1)2/?0. 13th Dec . 1820. 

10. C. O. 2J+5/6J . 17th llay 1825 . 
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am giyes the Bay much the appearance or a Village of better sort or Hotten­
, 1 

tots ••• • 

2 
The houses which had existed before the set tlers c ame were built or atom 

and thatched, and many of the new buildings followed this pattern. One of 

the original buildings , the Commg,ndant ' s House (see Chapter 3 Page 41 and 

Plates 2 & 4-) was described as still 'the only decent House ' by Hudson seyeraJ 

yearn later? The l«>oden houses mentioned by Pringle had been sent out lrom 

.6ng].nm by the Colonial Office and were originally intended :for sale tot.he 

settlers as £arm houaes . They were pre-fabricated and demountable 1nm 

small sections , but even so the costs of trana:f erring them by o.x wagons to the 

locations (or even to Bathurst as temporary officea and housee for t.'he .Drostd] 

stari") were generally toum to be prohibitive. The first to be received in 

Port Elizabeth ,ere comnandeered tor use aa ' the offices or the cOfllmisaaries 

and other civil functionaries appointed to transact the business or emigra-
5 6 

tion •• • ' and for 'the utorea, and a small one as a Barrack tor the 4en ••• ' 

But they and subsequent shipments were not to be put together without much 

ditticulty, am eventually a cnrpenter from Cape Town had to be wr.itten for 

r , 7 
' ••• as I cannot find anyone here vmo understands erecting L them J' • Thus 

this interesting early attempt at pre-fabrication proved a failure in more 
"' ,) 

ways than ono. The remaining wooden hou3es , of idlich there seem to have 

been quite a number , were mostly erected in ort Elizabeth and used for t-w:h 

purposes as stores, and ns house3 for government employees1 e •• the Boat-
9 

men'a House • T~ro others were utilised for Port Elizabeth's first church 

and school buildings (Plate 5. ) lO 
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falling into decay ••• rec d t sold 
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At least ono re uost as received from a private citizen for permis 1on 

to purchase one of tho :oodcn houses for erection in the to~m, and it ia pro­

bable that a considerable number . ere disposed or in thlo , ay; apccial sales 
1 

of the. cro held in l.825 and 1829. 

To judgo fro the accommodation .mich thoy ~ere expected to provide (e •• 

by the L!mddrost of Bathurst, trl in their functions s church and ochool} s 

l ell as by tho charges for transporting theIJ, the c-fabricated uooden houses 

must have beon or con~idor ble sizet capable, it desired, of being divided 
2 

into at least throe rooms . 

They h d iboth walls and 101-pitched roots sheathed in ~eatherboard. 

insulation an1 tho protection of' tho exposed \\"Ood ork g inst doc y ooo of 

or 

th s to h v been g1 vcn th tcbed roofs over the boarding, or canvas pain-

ted 1th tar.3 

Another early ac OW'lt (Sophia igot's) refers to an 'iron house' at Port 

liznbeth 1n 1820, and e or left to conject c that this not.her k1nd 
4 

of ct bric ted structure, nd pr-obably made up in fl.at cnat 1ron sheeting. 

Port li.:..abeth dev loped round t ~ centres; one, at first tho ore sel-
5 

ect a r sidenti l ar , incl d d the ili tnr,y buildings near the Don dn 

e orial fyramid t the top of the hill, which ere ori nally built as quar-

tars am stores for ort •rodorick.. The other , the t:o :n pro per , centred 

around the Commandant' ous and the old Blockhouse near the cac , and ex-

tendc alon tho .foot of tho hill parallo to the sea. 
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The Co!Ilulandantta Lou c, known to the Settlers ., •Gov ernment House ' Ml 

d .;;.,Cribed by "1'ho, as Phi11pps as •a neat thatch d cott 03 ' wa"' front ed by 
1 

an 'old' §!lrdcn! On left of it . • Judson reported that ' A ne\1 boarding 

House upon a largo ocalG io begw1 , nd many other buildings arc in great .for-

rdnoss . The sa1d Gove cnt purposes buildin n House$ an agazines 

' 2 n extra Hutm-.nt o£ dif er't off i ces o.s at other out parts f the Col ony ••• 

Tho Boarding Hou..,e s ' :Jlarkha::J House' afteniards the 1 Hope I otcl' • ri-

g.in lly built by Capt in re by .n the first building in tho ·e1 ort El iz -

both
3 

it ns long double-storey structure £acing the soa between the Co -

.mandant'o ouso an the lock House . (Plates 3 8 • In character it 1an 

es entinlly EnBJ.i 
of indo , a ..,tra 

chimney stncks • 

, d a $tring course scpa:r ting tho two horizont l ranges 

t eornice, and n s:yl ne broken by a ocrios or pr llol 

t even hero Cape in!l.u c a firmly stabllsll:?d - as can 

b sec y relic or s tepp od g blc over tho ontr ce • am t b-

d 

cnce of pitched roof . 

t 

ub. 

u 

cside buildings in stone ( id1 ias eith')r left bare or pla ... tered and 

C 

dJ there r others in bric c., even oom , at £irst, in wattle am 
ut this latter terial. a.s soon :f'olllld 

rtcd in 1 23 ' , str who s ... do 

f t c Sundyncs o f the Soil r.l th lhic 

unsatisfactory; 

not r t thi 

they . . . . ha 
E. .. A>, • 

1.., of 

to 

s tho Land-

y n COil • 

be ade . ' 
4 

icks ere early manuf' ctured by the ett ler Th se ero not the 

oorly ir d of t C o lri , but hard-burnt kiln bricks of the l!:ngli h type 
5 

the o oandnnt, Captain vatt, pointe out tthen, in 1822 , h sent s lE 

to Cape To~ in an endeavour to establish the .firot o ort industry in Port 

izabcth. 



1 . C. u . 2650/2 . l tJ e . 1 23. 

o . • rmun cnutt. C.O. 164/10, 25tl. . l U . 

C • • 136/13 • 12th Oct . 1820 c.n ' !ll'k e.: o o' q . v. 

Prob bly '.ont,je o:>cd' . 

5. ' ( Th ouses) a.re all nder tl tc ••• ' u. • hudson 
' Jollrrnll' cc . 602. Docw-Jcnt 8 (entry under Port 
El~~ bot c . 184 ) . 

6 . .;; •. Hud n . 

7 . Ibia . 

9. Sketch for converting th 
old Block Houa into prison, 
4. prU, 1822, hov1na the 
.tl t root ot typlcfll. Cape 
we. c.o. 2642/51.. · 
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In spite or the availability of @'Od brick, ho ovor , there was a strong 

conservatism on the part of the estab l ished contractors in favour of t~ di-
1 

tional materials of construction , notably the use of r ,..\1 bricks or stone i'or 
2 ~ 

1.13 :mich ,, in consequence, ere usuall y of the order of one d a lmlf to 

two nd a h lf f cet thic.t . 

inny of' the earl ies t roof's of the e Port Elizabeth ~-m buildings ero 

of the type CO!Jl!llOn ·n the estcrn Cape since t.hc cighteentb century; that is 

built-up ~rs of bricks and lime mort~ .finisnod 'f1ith larte flat ti lea or 

Robben Island e l to slabs (Plate 9) .3 But the ngl.isb , 11th their conscrva-
4 

tiv ..... profercnc tor pitched roofs, early adopted ' ntor rush' thatch as the 
5 

characteristic roofine material e n in t h<t: town houses . lere c arc ro-

bably ..-..afc 1n sauming thut tho entry in Hudson's 1 Journal' on this subject 

ref'l cts th opinions h o heard expre::;scd by the oettlcra ll1 the to\m: 

' ••• [ thatchin 1s J by far tha t mo ... t convenient ode f or all the comforts 

attendant upon a ll tenement I t ro room above g l ving ample room for throwing 

away the varioun necessaries not immediately ,anted which in a Flat-roofed 

House must have .n room particularly set apart for thio pu.rpo.3e . They are 

cooler in Sum. er and nnor in winter than Fl t p las ter roofs upon which the 
6 

sun in a mo t po er.f'ul eff ect ho ·ever lofty the} may be built • •• '. flle in-

teriors of these tha t ched roof e \tere lined :n.th otrcw ma.ts to provide a neat 
7 

ceiling. 

A fortunate cha.nee ha.., preserved i'ull details or one or the earliest .... ub .. 

ot ntial hous s to be erected i Port Eliz beth after tho arrival or the sett-

l.ers ( Pl a te 10). This was a buil ding orcctod by l~icholas Hid o on a site 'ir 
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the £ront cf the street cont iguous to the l anding pl ace and to tl1e -13.rkc t t 

fuich as especially donat ed by ir Rui'ane Donkin , i t bei ng o t ipulnt.ed that 
J. 

eh roclpiont "was to build an Inn mi.c h might prov e a dccoratior, to the Tom. 1 

ho Inn , 1 hich had £or its si 111 a ed Lion , comprised a utone doubl e stor ey 

th t ched block flanked by t ro .flat-roof od side wings o:f s i ngle storey belght . 

There were eight ' sleeping rooms ' upstairs , separated from one anot her by 

l.ight yollo 1- rood partitions , nnd ' six large rooms ' at tho entrance level. 

The roof space as aid to be 'suit ble £or s l eeping rooms or dry stor o 1 • An 

open stairc o con cctin t floors rose up from the back parl our . The main 

building 5 :flanked on ono side by a range of small ahedo enclosi ng a yard 

' :thich .is accessible to agons' and containing ' an ent rance to the s tore hich 
2 

is under th p:r-incipal part of thEl house . ' 'Ibis buildin as unique in having 

a • ~sard roof \1hich aho m in many oarly sketches c:...nd photo gr- phs . This m:iy 

be the reason £or tho re resent tion o ... :the hotel in the early c,-,rnfield print 

:tith Cape tch end- gables, "Ii t ich it does not ever appcnr to hav had - in 

fact the end go.ble ero str ght sided, ,i tl that peculi ar bend in t he . i ddlo 

or the aide.., a.~ ociated ti.th ~nsard roofing. (Four dormers on each side of 

the root, ich do not sho • in eit.ht.!r Hidgo ' s elevatio11 or Co rnficld"s ketch, 

appear in subs quent drm.ings mid photo gro.phs) • 

Anoth 1 prominont bailding dating fro tho earliest phase of Port liza­

beth Ta dev lo n nt u o e · hich stood at th .... corn r of th arket square and 

the . in st.roet. . This hou._,c ao qu.1 t.e similur in desiGll t.o the ' ed Lion' , 

an tho t o may be taken to constitute a type, for this se to ve lso ha 

a double storey ccntr .11. block .flank~d on at le t one side by 0 n • 

On the oth r ide 

by ~enc indo 

r lad bnl.cony a acce3sible fro t..hc fir t floor ro ms 

hatters ( l.atcs 11 12} . The bal.co ny m y perhaps 
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be a enbstitute after the original .ing on that oido was removed hen a formal 

street lin wau fixed {c. 1822}. 

A curious anomaly of t.hio houso is th tin the oarlie t dr wings of ort 

izabat.h it seems to adopt sever l roof'in3 cxprc .... ions. It is sho,m ith-

out gables but .1.th a hi cd roof dormers, in f udson's panorama (Plate 

14) and it strai ht-sided i:bglish cables in Slater's oltetch o c.183 ( late 

15) an the earlie::it hotogr.'.'lphs. 

As t1e h ve no r ason to distruot th ba ic accur ey of ud,aon1 ;.:;, drauings, 

must c. urae that, or so rea on, po oibly bee U->e the building ao built 
1 

Bnglarrl , or bee u... a le o.s f 1 t to bo unsou d , tho 

build.in -ms originru..ly roofed n.th a. 1--..ippcd thatched roof broken tzy do er 

rl.ndow • Tl;ro other house in udson's (inco lctc) panorama ( late 3) a:ro 

aho .m it dorcer n.n o , so th.ll this as p nrently an early fasluon in 

the ton. Only nc of the dormoro (1n &n Street, 1 te 13) urvivod until 

tl early D.Y. of photography, a.nd ro :ere left by the t icrs ado his 

sketch in 181.,2. rom this , e conclude that donn r 
~,tQ,O,t 

y ind 01 s f\in thatch 

per.fo~ ad no botte at Port liz bot than tbcy h at Cap Toi. , imonoto11n 

and ynberg (v. Pa 147). By the ti C Of lat r'e dr tin tho hous t t 

corner of the 

gli ... h ga lea 

in street had bee rcr-00£ed, this ti . dth str 1 t-sidcd 

an unbroken itc d roof. efcro l 23 clay pantil s hnd 

becoo t! e s ge eral cceptcd r-o r·n tcrial in the to ( l to 15). 

1y bui din r re-r. of d Tit t , an:i th 0 th . Thi o .e 

bu ldi a thilS roofed iicc in l th~ te.."1 year • n l tone hould 

think tis exam le!' -fetcho t r are y oth ~ to t-~tify to th hi l y 

1i of' tho n scent year of tl stern rontier to 



EARLY PORT ELIZABETB. 

13; Bulldina at th corn r of Mn1n street and 
~ ork t Squo.re, Port Eli bethJ 'fr Hudson 'a 
pano (Plcte 3). 

14. House in in Stre t . (S.A.P.t , ) . 

15. Cklllerol view o.1829-.30. \.Ii torcolour b;y Slator. 



._. • ....,. • ..,._ __ .,__....,..._....._._...au 
_\, ............... ......... T--.~ ... ,.,>,, 

16. Orabmstown in 1820. The gaol end eoonger 1s houa are 
croupod right ot centre., with Retiet•e house in front 
of the:n. (l:lbnny Muneum) . 

17. Dietz ' s houa, High Stroet, Crnhm:lstovn, os it apreered 
in the early days of photoB1"apey. (Cory Libracy) . 

Knobel ' Repor t on t e 
v . Cory ' i oat 

Tom , 
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ncn commorce boomed and towns doubled their population every year> .· 1i'lo tm 

capriciousness of tho climate ond tho limitations of the building mnterials 

ere often only inadequately ap rociated . 

Graham's To1-1n ·ns alrea y a uell-formod village then t.'1e settlers first 

set eyes on it :ut l 20. 

ounded in 1e12 as ~litary l eadqua:rtero for the rontier:, during the 

early years it consiated merely 0£ a reroof,ad b~er fo.rmhouse (in the centre of 

the preoent tom , on hat ia :no Co.thedral .,;,Quare} mich served s the offi­

cer's :iess , surrounde by a rough triangle of thntched reed huts ( v. a k51- ).) 

At the end of 1812 the neu Ooputy Landdros t, lajor Fra -er, liad boen in­

structed to select suitab1o s · tew for houses fer the deputy landdr-ost and the 

messenger and £or a prison. The tm l tter :10re ot finished until 1818 1 

:hi.le the forruar h d barely be n begun by the time the wettlor arrived • 

At, the beginning of its existence, Graham's To,m as purely militnry 

an c:ivil os blishment, but tn January 1814 Government -.,urveyor J . Knobel, 

(.formc ly ccr tary to Uitenhagc wa sont to surv.._y the layout or a tom hip 

itl. th of enc-Jur ging th Uo t of a independent popula ~ion . 

Knobel ix.ed n a l e runnin east- est for the main street of th to~ n, 

con ecti g tho essel1,gCr's hous and f;€lOl (the only nr1n·z ed shell-..> 11th 

th triangul r space of the military enc nt, hicb be reco and.1;::d mi ht 

evontually 'allo very conv nient ituation £.or a churc or any public 

buildintS• , l The rostdy ouse ho int ncled should dominate th othor end or 



1. Cory, Ii )7-72. 

• c£ . 

J. 

in 
t 

t 
pools (..., er 

• • 6 3 -/10. 

•• . . . o • 

J. • •• t y t-
• - t ott-
t 
J rocdy 

-stree . ' 

18. Captain •e bous (left), High S t, 
Grahe:n tovn, (originc:J.ly f lat.roof d and then 
thatched). 
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the street, and, o no progro3• hud boen do on tho building at t hat time , 

thi lon QS eventually carried out. 

On ~y 8th , 1815, the fir.-.,t crven ere oold by public auction , the chief' 

con iti n or s le being t. t good house should be built upon the pr oper line 

r or th igti tree ithin eighteen month;;,, . Hy 'cood houee' t mo to bo unde r -

stood thu 't t.1-ic dt olline not to be lo s th n 30 feet lon , 13 feet d® d 

r t hi , nd the allu ere to be of a oound terial uch ., stone , brick 
1 or • 

t tho same time it s decided to remove the ilitury crunp rom the 1rn-

cdlato ar a or 'the to , and this ccordingly done durin t ollo d. 
2 

ont s . n Uo of 11 ary ba.rr cks a, built about one and n.lf 

11 ,;J fro th Ii. treet £urth r do m th river valloy, and c· l d tllc' 

arracks' or' it u ' (l tor kno . 'Fort and') . 

and 0th r ·o ncry ere sent up from itcnhage for the e buildings 1 hich a -

pear to hll.v ha lla of soft bricks. 3 

.hen th 1820 et~er arrived in nbam's Tom h y found 'thear rar 

not rot twcntey or t ontey ,~ 
called I ous s' and even doubto~ 

iv House 

the to 

in it th .., .., :ror .oy to be 

' ... s "°rthcy of that n 

thou To m ogul.ntio lreruiy been pro ulc..ated in 1819 . 

uO t of the houoo~ ( l te 16) r single st r ye , .. ite pl ..-terc nd 

t tch bu1.Jdi , 00 irro lo.rly arrun od that th borde ..., or th i 

1 

treet - o. oandy trc;;.Ck i hr n bet een Uc - .ere barely cernible.
5 @ri½" 

f of t e buildln r IJOrO to .itio " • l"i ter eti f's 0 eon th 

north id tr et had doublc- storcycd i 1th th fla bri ... - rxl -



1 . DiAtz 's ho.l .... o w-..,.:s, nccor-d.inf to l ef£ield, 1 a rather 
prete .. ic·1 l) • •. for tho~c timn:s.. . tand.i.ng bo-
ne3't t 1 ow :i.J!Jnt • !l.f ir b-oom trees •• • stood the 
firio C'llt , IBion, ·it it, st.· :.e.1.y le i ill ga.ble , its 
t at" 1ert roof, hug{l .'1.do ro 1 t ick '"::ud. :1a ls, nd 
hn. c y "t.oe • • ~ t 

(It; ·11 b not rt t"h t b c-:rmf es t a 
itt th or· .:nal lo;:m pl c llrmho l5 

C.O. 2653/112; 17th Oct. lS~J. 

T. S effield . 'The .,tory of th. Settle. 
tc•m, 1884, (2nd cl . ) 102. 

o .. cs of ietz 
oi Luc .. &.ycr J. 

4. f,.w.jor Trappes ap ears to have built a lurgo house in 
Gr.:t.h:.unsto ;n n t,.1.e property adjoining the Huntley 
louso . unfortunately ., nothinn is lmown of its design . 

19. Plen of the houae of the Canmandant 
an the Frontier 1n 1822. (Taken 
£ran c.o. 2645/28• 12th March,1822) . 

. . 
Ii .. 
" " IJii'lfCJ.t•N 

" II 

" c::!J 
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lime plaster roof indigenous to Cape town-houees. {Part of this building ap­

pearo to bo still standing at tho baclt of the 'Drostdy' shop, though consider 

ably altered ) .. 

Arnoldus Bernadus Dietz, on the opposite side of the street, had built 

for hi.mself in 1818 a large single storeyed Cape Dutch fannhouse dwelling and 

1 shop, 111th typical T-shapcd plnn {Plate 17} . His ne~t door neighboar, Cap-
,; 

ta.in Page, 01.med a respectab1e f lat-roofed house - at. right angles to the ro~ 

(1818 Plate 18) um.ch ime bought in 1820 by the Government as a residence for 
v,I~ 

the AneJ.ican clergyman nnd army chnplain, and"'only demolished in recent years 

Grouped around the nucleus of this tiny town, at a little dis tanca from 

tho High Street, were the f iner houses of the senior military offices, for 

t.he most p:irt only recently completed or still in course of construction. A 

~ange of these ran parallel to the High Street along the hill to the south, 

so that the houses looked towards the town across the s trea.'il which ran .. t the 
? 

foot 0£ their grounds i' Other such dwellings lay on isolated properties t.o 

the north nnd so~th-east • 

Of the style of these house , built for t;ncl.ish off icers tlth some pre­

tensions to social dignity,, a little may be gleaned from the evidence which 

has come do\m to us • At least tuo of the houses , that of the Co@mandant 

on the Frontie r in the Hi€11 Street ( Plate 19) , and one to the south , on ho.t 

is no.1 the corner or Beauf ort and Hill Stree ts ( l-rh ich v.e shall call 'the 

Huntley House 1 ) included main reception rooms i · ch rerc f"rontod with bow 

td.ndows l.i.ke those designed by -~jor Trappes f or the Bathurs t Drostdy I\ 4 The 

( ~t. 3iA 1-.') 
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24 Th Huntley Rous•, aa 1 t 
• -..a 1n Rosa ' e drav1ne or app er~ L) 
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i'b Huntloy 

20. El tion fran C.O. 166/931 18th Nftll_,.,1"' 

21. inn • With t pt1an ot th 
pl.vs illng c:.nd fir plc. o t perf ctl.y pre-

the rceQ8Q chni:r-ra11 vi ible th 

22. Th pl , f o.o. 166/93. 

23. 1'h house it eurv1 s, consider bq xten­
d d d vith p1tcb root. 



1 . C. O. 2653/37; 22nd April 1823. C.O. 2692/101; 16th 
Oct. 1827·, et seqq • . 

2. C .o. 166/93; 18th A.oveobcr 1822. 

3. 

J.~4,.,....r 
Hunt.ley. a ~ :a.r. t c Royal Afric:1 Corps, tcras not , 
as Colin Cnmpbell claimed, killed in tha Battle of 
Grahant.,'t'J ..n in 1$19 ( Colin Catmbell, 'British South 
Af'rica' London , 1897) • But tllo property a 1;pcux s t.a ~ 
a:ia 9e oo~ held in the name or lajcr Jackson until Jnnc 
1820, oo tlnt tho dwelling m3y have been built by him 
and passed into the J..untlcy estate subooquontly . 

Sheffield ( 'Tho ..,tory o · the ... ottiefilont' GrahaLl3to m 
2nd Ld . ld81., t 2.32-3) confirms tlllit Captain !untley 1-;~s 
one or the officers who took part in th.at .memorable 
battle [ of Grahumstown]. '1110 ho.J.oe in 1.:hich h~ lived 
at the time ., •• as one of the .fcu staudlng 011 the arrival 
hero 01 the iJl3ttlero, and it stands yet, enlarc;cd per-
hapo, but in mnny ra$pucts the same as it ~us . ' i.:lsc-
Jhere (111} .:Jhefficld describes ;ou, during tho Battle 

£or Grab.,msto\m •...,catteroo partic [ of natives J made 
their way into the village, and under shelter of its· 
fe 1 houses and tha mud forts the @llant def enders mo.do 
a fierce fi ht with t e.a for victory ••• ' (The identifi­
cation of the house ·it.h the surviving ono undo1 dis­
cussion is confirmed by other reference~ in vhef£ield) . 

~rly vimm o th9 hou c a c to bn fm.md in several 
watercolours of Grahan1sto ,n, notably in l . i,oso 'Journnl 
or Soath A£rica 1 (,..e.nuocript J . l. 1'u.hlic Librar 't:lken 
in 1822') . One of Huntley's sons, Charles Hugh, aftor-
:ards I"esid~nt L.:agi.stratc and Civil ComrA.Ssioner of 

Grahamsto.:n , believed th ... t he htld been born in 'the liousc, 
(He ,1 ... !! born in iJov ubcr 1819 - cf. .;,he£f iold 206- 7, 
who obviously hr.id his .information at first hand , since 
Huntl~y was .:c:· .Ldent ,,;agist.r.ate of Graharnsto m at the 
time he wrot,: .) 

I;,or· this an1 other inform rtion on tho Ccm:1un hmt 's Hou::,c 
see C.O. 2645/2v; 12th .arch> 1822 and C. O. 2721/37; lBtL 
Dec. 1829. 
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bo~'v' windou, always an elegant form, vms one o.f the hall marks of the rlet-ency 

style with which these houses cleo.rly associated themselve ... , albeit construc­

ted of limited raatorials a..,d of restricted size and accoutre;~nts . 

T!~ Huntley house , built before July 1819, is especially interesting, not 

only because it is pos ... iblo to reconstruct r1ith complete ac ·uracy its original 

appoarancG, but also because the actual rooms, mth fireplaces , doors und 

joinery, are prooervod almost intact tdthin a. bulk of later additions. (.Plo.tes 

20 - 24.) 

A plan and main elevation or the building were included in a letter writ­

ten by H.(~l.) mntley in r1ovomber 1822, tn \1ltich ha of£ered to sell the house 

to th~ Govorn.11ent. (It was not bought I but rented for o any years as the rcsi 

dence of the District ~ecrctaryJ .1 

Huntley described the building i n these terms: 'It is i'ittcd up inside 

in the bent styl e of English mat~riuls ~ the .Rooms a:rc all. cei.lf;la, and the two 

principal ones corniuhed , the £1oors are all boarded , uith base [ skirting ] , 

sur-baso [ chair rail] , etc. B0x iindo11 Shutters arid hands ome six panelled 

doors , the Dining and Bed Room3 are pa inted with oil Coiours a..'ld the Dining 
2 

Room pzi.pered. • • Tl1e Erf is 1cll laid out and plan tod m. th :fruit trees •• • ' 

with 

The Com:nandant's 11ou.'3e, like most
0

~those built at this tii:ae, l<t"n5 roofed 
3 

thatch, but the f untley Hous e wa s f l t mof'ed, with a caatcllnted par-a-

pct in the fashionable 1v<>thick' manner which is discussed in a. later chapter. 

Both ,ere built o£ stone and plas tered externally. 

soft brick. 

1n terior ,.alls ~•:ere of 



1 . Keppel- Jones tPhilipps 1820 Settler' , 50 . 

2 . 'Philippe , 1820 ~ettler' , 79 . ' lots 1hich before 
cold be had for £50 h ve been sold £or £200 . And 
House r ents most enormous ••• ' 

3 . Ibid . 

4 . Ibid . 

25. Early Settler house near 
Jeu Street, Grah town; £rem 
a photograph c.1850. (Alben;y 
Museum) . 

26. 'rhntched hous s of th VP8 
fir t built by th Alban7 tt­
ler 1n GT-Rhl'fflatow. 

27. Early nat rooted bulldlnas 
near the Market, Grabc.:nstow. 
Probably ttached to the Ul­
tery fort in thi position. 
(s p Plat 20 on page 652) . 
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Other respectable buildings in the town were the original Deputy .v-..nd­

dros t' s House in Somerset Street, afterwards apparently demolished to make 

way for the new gaol , the Royal Engineers' Establishment ln what is now Prince 

Alfred Street, and a small number of merchants' homes , such as that of t,r;ir . 

Driton at ·which the settler Thomas Philipps ,1as entertained on his first arri-

1 val in Grahamsto,n. 

But from the settler accounts we know tha the nu.~bcr of £00d houses ias 

relatively fe. , -nd we must prcsur.ie that the remainder of the buildings were 

but rough hovels , ahel tering the temporary labo..irers and Hottentots of the 

town, such as had tc serve some of the pocrer settlers themselves in later 

months . 

It is no wonder that when the settlers reached Grahamstown in fuy and 

Juno 1820 they found that 'if we had our pockets ful of money thear , are no 

place th t we could get aconation [accommodation] ••• , 

- ed . Una Long. I; 25). 

{Goldswain 'Chronicle' 

But by November the ef.fcct of the settlement of the 4000 settlers in 

close proximity to the totm 1:ras everywhere in evidence . Land values and 
".) 

rents had scared ... , and a 3mall but steady stream of settlers ere making their 

way from the locationo to take up residence in Grahamstown. ' ••• a shed which 

in England ~ould not let fer 20/- a year, has literally been occupied at that 

rate per , .. eek • •• ' 3 The demand for building labo rers was naturally high: 

'£6 a month is the common rate of pay for Capenters and 
, 4 

sons... and more 

and more of the trained craftsmen among the settlers were tempted to leave 

their lands and migr-ate to the towns. 



1 . . o ckly • The Bri ti h ot t l crs of 1 20 • •• 1 c~ c Tmm 
191 . • ligr t1on duri 1820 ,, 71 !1'? 1 5 . 

2. Theal1 ' Hi s t ory of . • • . I, 2 • 

3. Ibid . 

28. Grahamstown in 1 824. Fran the hill behind the Drostdy 
house. 

I T - 1 .TY 330 

At :first the Government set its face firmly against this practice, but 

they were never able \'lholly to prevent it, and before 12 months were out had 

capitulated to the length 0£ allowing tradesmen per:mt.mcnt passes to settle in 

the urban centres, provided that they ere able to aho 1 that they were not 

nooded on tho location and uere not indobted to the h1:;;ads of parties or to the 

Govornment.1 

• illed lc.:.bour being thus avnilable, though expensive and · n constont 

de:nan:l , a1.e erection of gpod and permane.r:.t buildings 1n t towns ent on a­

pace. 

Those of the moro w .... nl. thy 1m::ugrants who in tended to have erected for 

theJ1S-lves rcsid nces o the type to which they had been accustomed in U'l -

land re a....~ng the f irst to take dvant.sge of the increas.mg availability of 

tradesmen. caeo in point vr.ds :il'. Bishop Burnet ho erected during the 
2 

latter half of 1820 'an ornamental buildine' !'or himsolf nnd others for hia 

«>rkmeu , us Yel a.., 'embellis h.inc; tho erounda about ••• ' 3 on his eotc:.te on the 

outskirt.., of Grahams town. 

So fervent did the building mnnin bec.-ome th t. even £ar rs or trad rs 

sucb a5 Pieter Retiof and /1.rnoldus Diet z considered .:i.t expedient to join in 

t he boom, and 1 er soon usin their capital tc set- up as bu.il din contrac­

torw, c ploying s ett ler craftsmen and laborers either a s paid ssistants or 

The mi.grants from the agricultural loc t1ons to tho towns included not 

only carpent.ers , m 01'1.S :i other bui lding tradesmen, but also cobb er> 



1 . C.O. 2653/112; 1th ct. 1 3 . 

29. 

3 , .31. Tuo vi 
or1{?1n 

32. 64. W 1;t'.,-on+. 

ttler cot 
d. c .1820-3. 

.l.820-3. 

igb t. 

nut r • • 
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tailors, bakcra, smiths an so on, many of them in ucll straitened cireum-

te.nces th t it w s out or th que ti.on tor th.om to c ploy trades to erect 

their buildings, or obtain materials other than tl ose \"'lhicb could be had at 

hnnd for nc~ to nothing. 

Thus ;fr the first. tKO kindD of building activity went on simult neou ly 

t ften de by ide; one patterned on the town building of 1tain or the 

c tcr Ca e, nn1 t e oth r th ak sh1 t ar itectura or th loc tlons trans -

r rr d to th town .. 

In both, ~tone as :for y yearo p r rred to brick. . ot only a it 

cl c per (1822: 'th oxpc se ••• of ~tone 1~ probably not one fourth of the 

oxpcn the ricie ro ld h v"' en • • • • • c.o. 165/102; 4th ov. 1 22. eport 

on ocott1 G arr c cs, Gr homsto m), but, as the iotri.ct ~urvoyor 7rote in 

l 2J: 'no do ondenc can be laced eith r 1n the Bricks o1 
lo.yins them in ud, s is sencrally opted in this to m. 

the ethod of 

icks, en, 

t or c • but not or th ell-burnt du.r ble v r1 ty mich the settler had 

bo n 0 i EneJ.ruxi • These ore t co elater. In t eant 

r . 1 , h nted burnt brick for his l us on th corner or 

thur t nd c ufort tr ets I had to 

C 357 • 

rt tJ e fro l by (v . 

Th stone built cot~e f th r r tr de 3 - 33-... ) had 

cncrru y two ro s, l all limo e red. l 

ceilin h ir)lt lo 
' 

t l it r in r dir ctly under t he 

C VC 0 e hi 1-pitchcd th tel d ro r . OU.SC er narro d long, tho 

roo l t 1th the trnnc ir ctly into the livi roo hieh 



l . C .O. 272 /35; 6th .arch 18.30. 

2. 'Ro :ln C=itl nli,. Ccnte .ary vcnir'. lStO n, 194/♦ • 

J . Tho l · lip ... : ' ccn_s n ccu..~e c .., in lb n . and 
car c land', ndon, 1827, 79 . 

e.nd 
ct 

L.20 uettler 

,-

LI V ING 

, ' 

int .. t 18 's 
~or t arriv l of ~ho 

of_ i 1d { 207) • 

loel 

23. 
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al .. :.o c tained t 1e only .fir pl co, if there wa no at all, 1n the house . The 

floor ere of cart, or, t best, or co position. Ceilings to the roo s ere 

genera ly formed of ox osed joists or beams 1th an infilling of linen, calico, 
l 

cotton or re d ats. Dr. Griffith, the visiting Roman Catholic vicar, de -

cribod h house he tayed in s 'indif.forcnt enough ith thatched roofs am 

at or cotton c illngs nd the ~ n todny ourin or att.er.1.n through a thou-
2 

turcs ••• , 

Th furniture, a nrt fro that imported .from Engl nd in cedar or .ahogany, 

, s Fhi.li ps t ls us 'oner 1 y made of 'sneeze' od, which ad its of 

v ry hi h poll h; t i t 
3 

yollo wood tree 1st e only :ood l h ve seen 

us d f r tla purpon ' • • • • 

Th r 1n t fir t con ider 1 nlElbor of cotta e of the e 

ic lan ith 11 0£ t le o.nd daub instead of o tone ( lnt-es 25-2S J • u.t 

th e ere ganer:u.ly ntend d mer ly a~ t or yd ellin , un ere soon 

pl r.ed, in tho prosperous ye ri,1 ich fol.lo !ad, ith re perm~ent structuros . 

fe or t c tono-built ho so on this odel have survived, d oy be s 

(now cov red itll corr e.ated iron) in the b:1c otrc ts 1 Gr sto ill. 

ext in social 

ro\13 trad 

er lly built o 

on another . 

en. 

low 

In thl 

er ti: c all vill ge homes oi the ore pros-

er ithor single or o blc storeyed and ere n-

th :relatively na~o fro ta es, sc tru t they b 1ttcd 

there v quickly er tc , in some corners r th 

to m, n environ. ent ao built-up, nay congested, u any tho ett.lers 

bclti d 1 1n u trial ri tain. 

d 1 f't 

Linin tho narro tract th tr do on rected motley collccti n of 

building typo~ a it ould be lO sible to i g::Lne in a society co osed not 

4 



Oppo 1 • Gr&hamotow sinnl to 
w tu vpe. 
'l'opa 36. Corner of a-111.1\,~=" 

:t 1822. 
37. 

t • 38. Laurence • t. 
39. Cro S t. 
40. Chapel Stre t. 11822. 

bolls • &Il 





l . c.o. 2653/112. 17t ct . 18 ... J . 

l re. months later c find ohl r thcr sarpri ingly 
rccom en1in that the flt roof or ct icf'~ Dro~tdy 
should laced by pitch d t Cl d roof 
V . pe. C 399 • 

Philip s , ;ri tin after tl o Octo bcr to.nus , > y 
th· t ' Gr ahai To m h: nlso suf crcd gro tly 1 

carcely a house stan ing uninjured ••• , ( e ol­
Joncs , ' Phili s , l 20 Jettlcr', 1 3) . 

Aboves Gmbamstown double-storqed house of the 1twanti • 

41. Be u!'ort stre t, Photograph of c.1800. 
42. T. Baines painting of High Street. 
43. T. Ea.1nca painting of Hill Street. 
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only of mon from the :north and south of Englctnd , ale:,,, cotland and Irolantl, 

from village, city and !arm, out al.3o f'rom Holland , the estorn Cape, tho ol-

der towns of the stern frontier, and Germany ( Plates 36 t:f.) 

For some years a disputo existed as to lilhothor thatch or the traditional 

flat plaster roof of Cape Town stas more suitable for roofing the to n bw.ldil1.Ls . 

~o other material was then available, it we discount stone slati:ng of •ihich c 

know little, and 1hich in any case was quickly discredited . (v. Page 369 J. 

The Cape contractors - etief, Dietz and Carl Friedrich ~ohl - naturally 

favoured flat roofs, a there s no reason hy the city dwellers from Hrl-

tain should object to them, especially since they .had the obvious advantage 

of firc-resisw.i1ce. But an equally utrong partisanship grew up among the 

ox-formers and 1. igrants from the smnllcr towns in favour of pitched roof's, 

as mor-a familiar to En isb cyos and more efl'icient in snedding rain-water . 

That inflammablo thatc ,1as the only suitable aterial at the moment Wll.S an 

i convenience. but steps could soon be taken to put that right . 

In the end, the pitched roof advocatos prcvai..lod. After the great storm 

or 1823 the Surveyor of lbnny, John 1ope , reported of Government property in 

strong terms that 'the .fl.at roofs of all the buildings are rendered quite u ... e -
1 

less, and should be ropl ced by thatc • •• '. (But those flat-roof partisans 

iho remained unconvinced had t!1cir day I hen in 1834, the inhabitants of the 

to:m £locked to the brick and plaster roofed buildings for protection during 

tho scares i.Jr the ixth Kafi ir ar. ) 





Opposites the houeea in ho previous plats examin d 
in gre ter detail . 

47. No .15, M rket tr et and tho id of lo .17, 
l3nrtholo ew ~traet. 

48 . oa. 17,15 and 1,, 'Bartholomew Street. 

49. Plans or ground and first floor levels . 

I 
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50,51. Povilion hous in Oatle.ndo nood, Crrui stow. 
52. erehOU!le in Church Square, Grahomstown. 
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The ost con orvntivo of the house~. especi ly those built in the Cape 

tradition, had fli.'ldows rith very s all panes so e of tdlich \1ere even built 

flush ith tho 1 alls 1n ighteenth century r hion and a number hn o toeps 

ith 'stoepbanki~s' or end benches, many or uhich survive to the pr uent day 

£e of the house .ore even of tho 'etoep-koocr' type :1ith car .. 

nor rooms cncl.osin the st.oep in front of the in blocc to create composi­

tions v guely reminiscent of alladio (Flutes 50-1). 

Cape influence ie evident in somo of the fl t-roofccl double-... toroyed 

d rollings, , ith their low parapeto and largo squat, windows ( l to 46). thcr 

double-storey housow havo a strong British character, it taller and no.rro or 

indo liS , lorg; r panes of gl.as ... • and , in most casc5, pitehed roofs . r e-

standinc housor; somP-tlm.., havo hipped roofo, but tho jority are given pro­

jecting gables mi.ch enclose the roof nd served originally to protect tho 

onds of the thick thatch from tho attacks of the :rind . 

Conflicting influence is al o seen in the design of such features ns chim­

neys . Flnt-roof'ed houses generally h vc spir lly fluted chicncyo, a bold 

Baroque touch (Plate 56} or they are sep:iratcd £ro the in block altogother 1 

the kitchen beinr; an outb-.iildlng, 11ith projecting oven and high str ight 

flue. 

In the Br.iti;;.i,h house, on tho oth r hnnd, the chimney ls usua.Aly olid 

foaturc ibre king the pitched roof at the ridge, and genaral.ly bullt s part f 

th gabl on. Its proportion is a classical e , th ' olden mean' or ao e-

thing nenr it, and tho ouldings · hich oxprc ... s tho coping tend to rds the y,o\ 
l:ie.. classic l cornice. (Plates 58-91 .. 
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53. Old house• in Beaufort 
Street, Grahwnstow, with a 
carrioge-W'aiY lee.ding t o a 
back court,"~.!. 

54. Carriage-ilq in Somerset 
Street, Gruhamstow. 

55 . Early terrace 1n So111.arset 
Street, Grahemstown, ahOiling 
indigenous Cape iDfluence. 



56 . ... p1rnl 
town. vhicb 
1n pit.e of 

1n ~ s ~,-~ Gr'lllllBill!~ 

eigb th char c r, 
ton walls. 



1 . Cor·y in '"ouvenir r t Centenary o t . 1 
vettlcr • Gr ab to , 192 , ll . 

2 . • • Thomso , ' l s ort hi tory o Graharast im, 
r 1amsto n, p . 21. 

J . C.O. 221/34. July 1824,. 

57. Projecttn kitcl n c:himney in 
Qu. n Street, C-ralumwtcnm. 

SS. Chimney in Laurenoo Strc t, 
Grabmnstow. 

S9. Chi 07 in pel Street, 
:Mlhmnatovn. 
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Ono of tho £in cs t o,f these early houses, the old Toll-hou.;1e, now part of 

St. Andre rs, Grahrunstown, reveals an ·nteresting blend of influencea {Plates 

6.3-4) . In all other respects n splendid lute Georgian house, it h s tho atoep 

and stoopbanks of the typical Cape farmhot1se , nd the inevitable pair of oak 

treas planted symmetrically on either side of the front door, and as close to 

the building as possible, so that they c st their deop dappled shadow over the 

whole stoep dW"ing the rmm11er . 'l'nerc arc enough similar cxamplt::s in Grabo.ms-

town to permit us to conclude that tho stoep was one indigenous Cape archi­

tectural feature rliic:h had almost universal a peal to the i.mruigr-unts . 

The largest houses ere• like 'Oatlanda' , cal thy of!'.icers ' ho. cs built 

in p~k-1ilte estates, or like ' rahD.fil ! ouse 1 , lo.r e bow-frontnd free-standing 

Regency villas. 'Oatlnnds' ~as built during 1823 by Captain Henry Somerset, 

son of.' the Governor . 
1 

•unrler some mistake' 

The enormous csto.te on ,-dlich it was built .as gr1Jnted 

to o.mcrset durlng his father's absence on leave. The 

house see:ns to have been a rc'lZilbling I cottage ornee' .i th one l.D.re,e salon which 

in still pre.::iorvod, and some castellated chimney stncks! Tho building, •em-

bo\ ered in mimosas T, W;l.S, ,7ith its gardens, regarded as · ong tho most attro.c-
2 

tive in the district. It appears to have been oriQinally thatched, wit.h 

f lash.i:ngs and gutters of leao . 
3 

'Graham house' (dcmoliahod 1955) was typical of the ~ ealthy town 'villa' 

set on a fairly restricted sito in an encircling landscape: e;arden. It 1.ms 

doublo-storeyed, 11th a semi-circular bow-front in too centre of the main 

.facade running up tho full hei ht of the building. It had n £lat lime plas-

ter and brick roof, ~ ith a corniced perapet (Plate 65 J. 



60,61,62. lixon0il1 tr1c plens, viOll and photo ph ot house in 
Oros St ot, G.r ......... ..atown, typ1cnl or th houoea int v.rtisnn'a 
guorter. 



63 , 64. ~he old tollhouce on the north rod, 
Ora.h ot ovn. ocntinlly English in 
ch raotor, it hao in addition a etc p 
with atoep- ba.nks on the front£ c d . 

65. •Ora.ha House ' , Prino Alrr d Street , 
Graha otown . n e rly houoe with 
R gonoy bo front Wld a Cope flat 
roof. The windows are later alt ra­
tions\ (recently d olieh d) . 
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66. Fa from Pl :w•a • Orn '• Lendon 1795, 1813, • 

67 .. C ptri 111th 'Hilton• (Cb pt r 9) d the lllJl!ee tod 
original rpeoranc of 'Grahmn Iou 1 • 

1. c.o. 2705/176 ; t ueust 18 29. 

2. ~s e t tlor 
lt gh t l 

r agreed 
ci 1 

b led uc • 

thi f'i ur , 
rt y to 

3. Thomp..,on , 'Tro.v lo', Lo don, l Z , l ,J.;.4 . 

/+. I id . 
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Fro the cnrly drawings t·hich have co ,e down to us o can form so e idea of 

tJ o plan of these house,;., . lk,.;,t of the better d-tellings had an ontranc ho.11 , 

and often a separate assage link in the rooms . re ere usu.ally both a 

P rlour (or a nr; Room) and o. :itt.ina oom t the former for entertaining and 

the latvor a~ a living om. In addition there as en rally a separate 

Dining Room, so t1.rne.n given tho most important po..:>ition , as it was in tho 

I untlcy hou;,;,e . Tho kitchen o usu lly rl.thin tho plan, not an outbuilding. 

t leaQt one of the bedrooms - •the best bedroom' - c:.s pl cod on the main 

£ cadc, eit or by boin situated over the living ro or dining roo , or -

long-side ith the cntr co hall acrvinfl an nn inter cdi te lob y . 

The Civil Com:ais5ioncr ' s House , hich :re hav t before as the ho o of 

the Com.'!Ullldant or tho :rontier, as described in 1820 s having • 4 bedro ms, 

2 arloure, l storeroo , 1 cellnr and pass c.., in front. In the rear i... tho 

itchen, v 0 rvants iall 

.rro the above is tho 

all under one roof •1 

ni .Pantry and ... mall lobby nll adjoining. ot chcd 

ta le, atcr Closet, and 2 othar room., f'or servants 

The dril't or cettlcrs from their original loc tion.:, to tho to ms, and 

es cially to Grahnmwto , was accelerated by the succes iv crop failures 

of 1821, 22 and 23, and by the at storm of October 182:;. 

The £igureo .for c growth of Grab· stown are s ta.rtling enough-: 

Juno 1820 20 - 25 hou 
2 . es . 

January 1821 : 80 houses .3 

y 1823 . 300 hou es. 4 • 
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68. '.3rd and 4th r te hotm s 1 • Plate XXI from 
' Rudiments of k-chitccture,London,1773. 

69,70. 6, Cro a Str t, blllll8tovn. 

BEDRO O M BEDROOM 

G ROUND FL OO R U P PE R F LOO R 



1 . Cory 1Rise of S. • ' II, J.37 -, 

2. G. Thompson ' Travels' , I, 44. 

3. G. Thompson 1 'l'r vel~ ' II, 170. l 

4. l)uc,nor e 1 ' An 
Gr.mwnstown , 

lbany .:>Ott er ' s Reminiscence 
1871 , 18. 

f 

71. (Top left). Early hipped tbntchod roo1' hous ott 
Ciraba:nstown, from photograph ot c.1860. 

' 

treet, 

72. (Bal.ow 1 ft). Fl'O:l tbe otogr ph, en cerq bu.1.lding 
in urch $qUare, Qnlba!nato • 

q hipped elate root houn in York Stre t. 
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By tho later date, of' 1,004 males above eighteen years or age who had or.igin-
1 

ally received grants or land in 1820, only 438 remained upon their locations. 

By Janwry 1826 the population of Gra.hamato\\"'11 .'as about 2,500, the vast major­

ity of' them Englistf nnd Thompnon records that 'The gr0ut demand for labour, c.nd 

the high wages given by tho Government contractors I and others 1 ·ho \: ere erec­

ting buildings at Grahams Town, attracted thither areat numbo~s of this class; 

llnd all or them who :ero ind~istriouo oamed a competent livelihood, and many 

saved money d built houses for the.mselvos; so that that village ••• no. [ L326] 

contains about one hall of tho e igrants originally located in tho district, 

run is, (in popul tion at least) tho second t:own in the olony? 

DugJOOre also com; ented on the attt·act.ion to Grahamst:own of bricklayers 

nd carpenters : 

'The ini'ant ir.etropoli.B guve them more remunerative employzoont than the 

t:location • Indeed the tradesmen soon built a distinct 1 quarter" or them-

selves in the embryo city , and thus 'Settlers' Hill ' and Artificers 

received their inhabitants and thair na.nes' !+ 

Square 

~ 
The GoveIT...-oont Inopector of Town Buildings I Hermann Schutte '" visited, 

Graha ,sto m in Decanbcr 1823, was not very impresved by the building tcchni­
~~ ~ 

ques of the .... ettlcrs and asked , through the .r1ediation of" Jones, fer permission 

to visit Grahamstcmu for a longer period : 

' atilc at raharnstown ho bad an opportunity of' Obsei--ving their mode of 

Building ••• he as soon convinced that a u.ch readier method as to be adopted 

in accomplishing Business and therefore requests that permission should he be 



1. C.O. 199/31. Cape Town. 24th Dec . 1823. 
Unfortunately it is not possible to trace Schutte's 
movements with sufficient accuracy to ascertain whether 
he did, in fact, spend any considerable time in Grahams­
town . 

2. Although a further hnndred houses were built during the 
five years following 1823 (Shaw in 'Memorials of the British 
Settlers', edited by Godlonton, Grahamstown, 1844) this was 
nothing like the rate at which houses had been put up before 
that date - one hundred houses a year! 

J. Now in the Surveyor-General's Office, Cape Town, these maps 
show a remarkably accurate outline of every building. There 
is an invaluable one showing the town in 1823-4. 

74. Wesleyan Farson , Hieb Street, Grnhmnntow. 

?S. Hmw on t.he Market Square. (Ions). 
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so fortunate that would Enable him to Convince the Builders of Grahams town what 
1 

can be done ••• ' 

George Gilbert arrived in Grahamsto\'m from Cape Town in the latter part 

of 1824 to begin work on St. Geor ge's Church, and found there a ready market 

for his talents and oxperience. 

tier. 

He remained to make his for tune on the fron-

After 1823 there was a steady improvement in the standards of' building . 

Better bricks began to be available, an:l more and more imported materials were 

brought into the district through the ports of Por.t Elizabeth and the Ko½~e. 

But the bulk of the building needed to house the inhabitants of Gr ahams­

town had already been done . The rapid expansion of the town was over , and so 

was the incredible building boom.2 To this day the majority of the buildings 

in the early parts of the to\".n have stone walls of pre-1823 date, and the num­

ber of buildings which can be seen froill the detailed early maps3 to have sur­

vived almost intact from this ~ormative period is explicable only by the slow 

rate of expansion in the succeeding years. 

It might give many contemporary critics cause to hesitate, were they to 

observe hot-1 well the building methods Schutte criticised have stood the test 

of' one hundred and forty years! 

'The establishment of the town of Bathurst ••• was of the most material ser ­

vice to the scttle,nent, as from its situation i n the centre of the smaller par­

ties it served to suotain in its vicinity a denser population than the circum­

stances of the country could otherwise induce; ••• its superior advantages of 



Grabamctown houses a 

Loft: 76. l Street. 
77. C r r ill and 

,. t ;:,troot (nov 
demolished) . 

78 • • Uitar,y of 1 

houoaa cm t 

Rl btz SO . Laur nc St1, t. 



81,82. thurst, hOllS on 
Bucld -r's Estate. 

1 . There 10rc lso £c~ half- ere low set aai tlo 
for• chanics' . 
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soil I it~ vicinity to t c onl.y p t of the coast founrl c pable of cormnunica­

tin th the sc , an the erection or tho re.:1idence or the chief' ~str te 

t the public expense, .... induced many individuals to expend their eans in 

est blishing tho elves there • •• ' ( lomc>rial of the 1820 Settlers to t.he Bri-

tish ovomment. 1th ch, 1823'. uoted 1n ockly 'British Settlers of 

1820 •• • ' Capo Town ,1949: 105-6}. 

tburst :ae laid out by the Land urvcyor of the dL.,trict of Uitenhage, 

-lr. Knobel, in August 1820. Tho ct1 ~vcrn r envisaged great things £or 

theta m, ich was accordinE].y planned on Grand ocale. The design as 

ready and api}rovcd on epto .. ber 9th, and in order to encourage the edinte 

erection of the fir houses tho Acting-Governor uthorised the~ ntin of 

eight build in ploto free 1 on o::>ndition that l ouscs ore built upon t \ ith 

in a limited t_:uuc. he fir t uction sale of the building lots a great 

success , and oon a number of houses ,ere in course of cons true ti n lo g tho 

ne rly surveyed roada, the uottlers d lling in tho ma nt · o in tents. ( 

haw, 1 The Story of y lis ion 1 • London, 1860) • But, bee use mo t of the 
1 

plots \ ere inordinately large ( 2 acres tho houoes men fini. .• hed ere genor-

ally free standlns ith a considerabl~ ount of open :space on ei thcr side , 

oo that Bathurst never chievcd the character of Grahamsto m or Port Elizn­

bcth, nth streets r ed by ralls of houses . 

In the mean timo, the pretentious Dros tdy, hes sen r I s l ouse and Barracks 

ere being built, and in September 1820 John Jarman of T. dlso:1's party :ms 

oelcctcd by tho Provisional gistratc to keep nn inn, c 'h vin means to 

erect a co odious Hot1Se r or uch purpose, and intending also to build ~ub­

acription rooms for tho sole uso or Gentlemen only • •• , (C.O . 26'29/10. 2nd 
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Sept. 1820) . The inn w s soon built, but t, according to the ori nal plan 

on the site of tho present ' ig n' hi t1 ' . 1 

During the y ar 1821 awrox.tmatoly b nty 11 hcuocs re er cted in 

the village by settlers livin on ne~-by loc tins (Philipps , letter of 14th 

Dec. 1821. e cl-Jon , ' nilip ... , 1820 ett.l r', 112) . In J cromiah Gold-

S\ in' :ords: ' t th left the~ loco.tions tor to set-

tle th 

bult 

elves in t ur t lt th lltt : sum or tho louses a 

th turf others built t o tes 

5 £0 · th briCK and ston a.nd thatc eel 

On f th se ousos 

nd 

1tl l 

tled and daubed ~it 
I 2 grass •.• 

ud: 

It w..s originally on a 

part or Bue loy' e tate and 1 now ownc by • • It :La a tiny double -

stor yed h u th thic t ston D..l.ls. her only ono lo • ro o ach 

1 v 1, and the only J.ndo s ere small openin fitted it in c -p3lled 

y llo -woo ca cnts d clo~cd by solid shutters. t the end or the grouni 

£lo r 

door or 
wa a lar e co kin fire-place, on l ing it on the left tho iron 

large ton -built oven , hie proj ct d alongside tho chimney on tJ o 

exterior of tho house. The atorinl o t c original roof is r..ot kno m , but 

sit ia no. 1 tod it is concciv ble 

1th locally ho m stone slates. 

thutch. (v. pn e 276and 390 } • 

In this a y ar (1821 tart 

t it a roofed, liko the ostdy, 

1 ch as certainly extremely lo. for 

u e n the fir~t industrial buil-

ding in the et ler di trlct. 3 io as no le s th.sn a. • 11 for procc '->in 

o 1 an 'the anuf cturc blankets ' • e i by w acl rad~ i a. 
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doublc-storeyed building in the valley of tho stroa::. belou tho Drostdy. ( It 

is no I istorlcal ~nument) . 'I'he lo1o1er level hou...,ed the water wheel, of 

roughly 18 ft. in diamotor , and the upper .floor , ap roached by a a tone stair­

a.y, heJ..d the wool processing eqUipment, rorkcd by power traosmi ttcd varti-

cally from the wheel belo1. vtone for tile mill 1as obtained at the f'rccstone 

qua:rTies near Bathurst, and yellow-:1ood od sneczewo:xl ore cut on the site, 

,. hich w s nt that time thickly ovorgrolm. 

t t tis stage i.n t.)te development of industry , ivatcr po er was all-impor-

tant, even in Europe . Had it not been for subsequent set-backs (in cmrch 

1835 the mill t as burnt by tho Xhosas, and, although rebuilt, d1d not long com-

pete · th imported munuf cturers) it is not too uch to suppose th t t urst 

iBht h ve developed into an indu.strial town on the pattern or Bra ford and 

Ja.nch stor, Jhich beg.an thelr ind trial development in the sa:no ay . 

time, Bathurst blan ets and ' i.ersey' woollen cloth ::lde from locally 

ere in use throughout the :frontier. 

.or a 

\'lI1 :rool 

Du.ring 1821-22 a 'temporary .cthodist chapel was built; a th tched 11attlo 
1 

an daub structure and t erection of Gt English church o cont-e pl ted in 

the near future. 

Then, in February 1822, the scat of the .agistracy 11as W1expoctodly ,re­

moved from Bathurst to GralUl!l'lsto: n , causin great dismay to settlers in the 
' 

, hole arc , but especi lly to those who hid invested in property 

in the to,m. 

d busin ss 

Thi arbitrary ste1 , takon by the unpopular uovornor, Lord Cll rles ~om£:r 01 



·~· .... •,.. ~-,·. 

1 . Golds ai..'l 's ''Chronicle' . ed . Una km , I • 50. 

2 . T . Phillt s s 'Scenes and ccurrences in lbany and 
Cv.i't'P.rland' • London , 1827 , 81 . 

3. l ockly, rltir. i ettlero of 1a201 , 131 . 

88, 89. (abov ) . Weakley houn , Bathurst. 
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'J.s one of the main reasons for the drafting of t e i,,.omorial t:o the British 

Government ~hich w s presented in 1823: ' ••• the removal of t he seat or ma._is­

tracy , nnd the wi thdra · ng the troops ru1d govern.-ncnt support from a town upon 

which they had f'ixed their firs t hopos, and upon uhich depended all their £u­

turo prospects or o. market, has been productive of th worst c££ cts upon the 

interests and rospects of the settlement in gen ral.; as be~idc its directly 

ruinous consequences ,to individuals , it has drawn tmy the popttlation fro . tho 

nucleus of the settlement, an· created a. general distrust ot· thv stability of 

the e 8 :ires of t e government . • 

l'he effect of the transt·eranco or tho ::a stracy on the growtl or the 

tom is r .... l.ated in Golds ain'.s Journal: 

1 ilc they troops d the eoveme t-depart nt and head ~uarters as at 

Bathurst they people w doln ell but s soon as they 1aa removed to GrahllD15 

Town, Bnthurst as rorst to be dorset by tr dcsmen and labours and the Land 

Jhic11 had been bullded on I it had to be sold for a mear tril'el genrely £or not 
l 

more than tho land ~ a :ortl • ' 

Thomas Philipps further relates that the o~ncrv •subsequently pulled dotT.1 
2 

many or the houses they !ind built, and so1d the materials . ' 

But the construction of the Drostdy ,ras continued, and the building s r -

vcd £or a time (from Janu ~ 1g25) a a fine schoolhouso . Although the to~ n 

went through a bad period aft.er 1822, omer..,.ot cvontually endeavoured 1D en­

courage its rehabilitation . llile n a viuit i11 1825 h £fared free grruits 

of land to persons nd t t -1n to build bou.., o f roved design nnd val.uc . 3 

Sinco about 25 grants on che e con itions .ere subvcquently made, 11e may aso.i.me 
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that a cons iderable amount o£ building activity followed, no~r of more perman-

ent mater i als nnd generous design than in the earlier phase . 
1 

1826 Bathurs t ras de a Govern11ent ChapWncy. 

In September 

A visitor's impres sion of t he to\ffi at this ti e (as described by Thomas 

Phillips ) was t h t 'It s t ands on two undulating hills , extremely fertile, with 

a r c · detached houses ., surrounded by gardens > and presenting the a t e ranee of 

English v.tllas . They ha ve een buil t in a part int e rsected 1 th bush , and 

ha.vc n very picturesq..e e£.fect. ' 2 

The accura t e dating of buildings in Bathurs t is not easy J but on atylis­

tic @'Ounds lt s eems likely that, 1n s pito of tlie s ub~cquent burning o~ the 

tom by the a£ irs during the 1834-5 ar, a mmbcr· of t he houses remaining 

in Bathurst today d utc .from the late twenties. It ust be re=iembered thut 

neither the Dros tdy nor Golds11ain 's house ere 1ru a ed by tho natives , and 

Goldswain r eported t hat on J anuary 9th, 1835, he troad into Bathurs t ll!ld sa, 

s evrel Hous es that had been burnt do1m and most of they Houscw had been broken 

into and a great meney of t he.~ had mos t all the things di3troldo.•3 But houses 

which !fere s tron enough to resist attempts to s et t hem on ire ~ere clearly 

of stone r br i ck and , e l l -roof cd. ome , pparently , evon escaped eing 

br-oken i nto. 

well buil t 

Thi s s not , t han , an architect ure of shacks ancl huts , but of 
4 tone houses sncn as s urv ·ve to t l\c present d lly. 

or thc.;.ie, tJrn fines t incl1.Jda t he , ethodist .anse, the house of J oseph 

eakly ( Pl a tes 88 a.rxl 9), part o t o pi:·escnt Inn (Fl tea 9 -3 ) , and the 

house of Thom s art ley l l a te~ 94~6J . re eakly house i ~n ~1lendid 

stat e of pr cserva i on , inside and out, a lthou gh t he e>,,.'ter,1al pl ..,t,e ing may 
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h ve been subsequently added . Tho old part of the present inn is a fnscina-

ting example of an early buildint; in which cono y s achieved at the expense 

or c iling height, remini(.'!ccnt of the £ rm 'Bellevue' at Cuylerville (Plato 

70 on page 27 s) . The Hartley house is externally ono of the finest settler 

houses anywhere preserved. The qu lity of its stonework t1 s seldom equalled, 

and its character spc ks eloquently of an owner born and bred in rural ci t 

- oonth century England. The house seams to have been built in two st~ge , 

tho stonmro1"k of the lower right section b 1:ng rl1er !n style than the rest . 

It is shown roofe ith sl t inane rly sk tch.1 

Tho \t>wic, or, as it w s aubsoquently kno m, Port raneiB, (r -n ed 35 

yours .:;.ater Porli Alfred) wns oarly developed s the port of' B t.hurst d 

Graha.cstown. Speaking o.f events during and .follo ring 1820, Golds in ro-

called that 'Government bc6Uf1 to s d Vesels round to the Kouie ·:ver Led n 

11th thear hor estore wich cou ed a grea~ ster at th t lac . One oo ney 

or Souldcrs w s nt thcn.r and two oden Bous s tor Cle th ar ~tor d nt 

tho a me time a rge Cu ·tom House end two Lnrg.. Govormcnt Housco ¥I. s built: 

all this draw men y of they Setlcrs the r to seek for 10rk. Soon after the 

Voselon begun to com to the Kow1c Gov rment sold n numb ... r of Hervings cf 

Ground t a Greo.t ice; m ney good ond ub tantic.l Houses r s built and a 

large slinyen chaple s built by subscripti n ••• , 2 

0-. 

This octivity :m brought to n end by~decree of ecernb r 1827 l1hich 

closed down th h le £ ho B<N rru:i nt est bllshmant at Port ~me • Little 
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is known of the character or the early to :m, lthough a small number 0£ iso-

latod buildings, .including part 0£ the church, remain. rom the descriptions 

of tho official buildings and houses (pa c 383 it ::ould seem that the buil-

dings ere gener lly of st.one, white· ashed or lastered, th thatc ed roofs, 

t dormer rlndows ere in evidence. 

After the closing of tho ort, the to\m remained to a large extent neg­

lected for t;1onty years, until tho ent.hus'.iastic chtlmpioning of th port'e 

ccono ic possibilitieo by illiac ock brought rene cd pro .. ,perity and clif­

~orcnt architectural style in the lato eighteen forties . 

1cm an .rounded s a village co~unity b~ Scphton1 party in 1820 • 

It's naoe, oan1ng 'perfect' urks the enthusi s ti.th which they sot a.bout 

crentin n glish village in the inding green valley ~hich formed tho prin 

ciplo pnrt of their locut:.ion . ' ••• The tents wcro very hot durinc the d y 

and col t ni [t . They ore ot al a.ys protection from the occasional 

h avy sho ers of rain. and in the frequent high wind.;) they were nytbin 

rather than safe and secure dw llings. Hence o ryone 1as soon busily occu-

pied in cuttin pole3, nd conveying them to their respective horaesta d!l, or 

han.dlin the hatchet, the adze, the harm r an nails an other implements and 

mat ial required for ildin operatio s • • • Tho floor" of t ae dt.,elllngs 

oro usually ado of clay. Ant-hills, 11hich h been de orted by the ants, 

ere used for tllia purpo c; n , men properly la.id , cy made hard and leve: 

fl ors, hich ore kept .n order bein o tens eared over with a ixtur~ 
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of fresh cow-dung nd ntcr, - a ode or securing cloo.n and co ort ablo ear­

then floors • •• ' ( • Shaw 'Tho Story of .y · ssion' , 4 ) • 

Those houses or , or course, ere temporary shelt ers, any of them pro-

b bly being 'hartcbccothui.sies' . It is recorded that the glazier, i chard 

Prior , ono of the party, left th loca ·on because ther was no glass ~th 
l. 

, ich to ply hi.a trade. ithin a re nths , though, hen the f'irst crops 

had been planted and the se~tler firmly est blished , s t eps ere taken for th 

improv cnt • and o£ten co • lcte rebuildin , of the houses . 

An old ruined boer farmhou.;ioo , which orme the nuclou.;J of tho village, 

as patched and usod as a tot.n hall , church and store for commies riat aup-

pli s. But this , being 01 1 t tle and d ub on badl y built , s ubject t.o 

oro pcrman-rapid decay, nnd easuros ;are soon taken to repl ce it ti.th a 

ont bu lding. The lat tor , erected during 182 , tells us o etbing about 

the Salo settlers n their attitude to construc tion; for 1 us very little 

coney u a vailable for th no\ buildin , tho set tlers d ecided to erect it in 

such y tl t. even tho mo ... t poor 

labour , am tho mllin ~ccordingly , 

unskilled could help by gi.vin their 
3 

as in rammod earth. 

R cd earth constructi n wa" vary commn for settler buildings fore 

tho 1823 floods, and oubtless many of th .:>al hott es, since lost, ere 

built in this . y . But we knO\ that by this t1 e, 1822, a n ber or other 

constructional procecdure~ er b m sod ell. 

Tho ev . illiam haw, chapuu.n .f'or cpbton • s ty, built with hi,;, own 
4 

hands hi~ wi c of stone . it as a dou ,le- storeyed building with a tiny 

one-roo plan, an mus . ave been very l.ik the survivin early ho os o tho 

dat , t 13 thur t, d encri bod above ( latcs 81- 4) . 
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Charles ood, n skilled joiner and 'stairca ... e er1 built hiS house en-

tirely or timber, l"tith the exception of' tJ1e firoplaco. 

3. lockly, 69. can hilo, th pottor , Ifoncock, had built a kiln nnd in 182) "old a lo d 

J an ecrl7 hous (cf. Pl l.00). 
,_,,,,...._., hous t of the vallc:,y. 

1 of bricks to Dr. C!Uilpbell of Grahamsto~m , so that a dcmnnd for burnt bricks 

must at this time have exi->ted wnonz the ~alem oettlers, .ond preoumably aom of 

tho .;,ttl houoos t.ere built with them. 

In October 1821, Rev. illia: ha11 noted in his journal th t 'Sal con­

t inues to be tho most promising settlemont in tho hole district.' 
2 

ithin 

year or its est blishment :there ere no ls;;) than seventy-five house.;>, many 

constructed or stone, nnd number double- toreycd ? 

But the size or the village adually decreased as skilled orkcrs, di.s­

courged by th .. failure or their crops, left for the bigger urban centres to 

practise their crafts . By the ddle of 1822 tho party as reduce ta le s 

than n third of its original size, and tho villa eh d shrunk accordingly, 

the remaining houses being scattered over a ti.de area. 

In character, s one ~ould expect , the d ellin ,.er v ry gl.i~h. 

Sophia eddoe, visiting alem m 1S62t r l.lrlced that they ere ' hite ashed, 

and some •• • thatched a.nrl the village altogether has an Enelish lo k about it . • 

A -ocond base of building act vity follo cd durin th economic boo 

brought bout by tho gro~ ing ~:ool industry . ny ale. houses date rro this 

period, n num r indeed, from the same year, 18J2. 

By nok1 the settlors had consolid ted their building techniques into 

atone or brick mllcd, th tc cd roofed structures with gable ends, .,uch s 
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tho house ilt by the joiner Richard Gush .. But it is interesting to £in:i 

in tances, even at this late date, of the effect of the indigenous tr ditions 

such a producod tho mtt ~' houso (Plate 105- 7) . 

Salem esco.pod damage in the 1835 Kaff.i.r ar 1 but in 1846 sever 1 or the 

houses .ero burnt by the natives and had to ibe rebuilt. On the whole* though 

lntcr additions to the to\m are fci , and in the i bourhood of modern al.Ci 

may be foun ome of tl e st picturesque and evocati vo examples of ettler 

arc1itccturc in the lbany district . 

Other aottler villagEh:. of the Salem type ere establ" shod at 'Greonfoun-

tn1ns' v.nd Cuylcrvil.le 1 • i,e latter • ••• established at' orn Place' d 

n cd ter Colonel uyler .. . as never dcutinod to become tlnythtng oro thnn 

a villa e of fe houses . It stood too near to the affir hnunts 1n the 

io iver u.sh, an us too oarl.y left i thout prot ction, to gro 1 into 

tom' . (Sho£field, 15.3). The tiny settlement of Groenfountains s burnt 

in tho 18.35 K.affir ar and as after :rards di band ad . 

Uitenhage , the oldest to n 1n the 

t e influx of disaffected settle:ro, a 

firot arrival on the locations: 

stern Provine , was transfor ed by 

ell'lE!lt which began uoon after their 
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' • •• Population is making ha.sty strides at this place, and whichever way 

you turn your eye Houses are _rearing their red walls and thatched roo£s, tho t 

money i~ so scarce stil l the Inhabitants a.re most oi' them employed in errec-

t.ing new dwellings barehouscs O\"ery other conveniences . The first con-

sideration they lose sight ofi [ iu] that of' securing to there nice arections 

at.er \:hich I run of the opiniv.1.1 lo pnid very little attention to . ... ' (Samuol 

Hudson, 1822. 'Journal' Accession 602. o . 8J . 

Hudson 1s reference to 'red walls' suggests that even by this date burnt 

brioks ,·ere nva:llnble in Uitcnhage . These were probably the bricks praised 

by Captain Evatt, !hlch were being made in Port Elizabeth at this time (v. 

Pagp 31 9 ) • 

l 
Hudson himself built a house in Uitenhagc ( lates 109-112) and a fascina, 

ting study it makes. An .1 igrant or 25 years standing~ Hudson l1 arr.1; ed 

in South frica during the irst ccupation a3 head servant tD the Barnarda, 

and had lived most of the time in Cape Tom, so that his house represents a 

crafting or en 1e Totm bUildi g tl ods, · glish dmn influences as he re.mom-

bcred it, tho frontier vernacular, and settler craf tsmanship. The USO or a 
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Palladian 'stoep kamer' plan ( but thout a covered stoep) is supplement.ad 

by the Classical pediment which crotms the central block of tho f cade. Vene~ 

tian ~ indows 1th semicircular arched heads and dam doors are combinfld with 

so lid sbu t ters of Capo ty :,e • ut instead of enclosing only the lo er sashcs 1 

the shut tors are carried to the full height of the indow, excluding only the 

fa.nlig.ltt .. The parapet to the flu.t roof is stepped in a manner m I.ch is nor-

mally associated w:1. th 18th Century ococo , but the m n character o£ the bous• 

is that hybrid Classicism ,hich su&ests Thibault 's late ,10rk, inf'luenced by 

Ime_.liab pattern books. 

Tho str ngost feature of the house is the plan . ~ov9 h generally tho 

mair1 rooms occupy the ccn tral block and the edrooms arc ap roached from th~ 

in Hudson's house the Dining Room and Dra ing Room ere pl cod in the 'stoep­

kamers' so tho.t communication between them had gcncr lly to bo e across the 

open courtyard space (stoep is too .formal a name for it). 1 Pavillons' they 

certainly oroi sw:Toundod by indows on three Gide ... and projecting out to-

m.rds the orchard . The bodroo 

access hal.l ;ay bet ecn thert . 

ore placed in tho central block nth an 

bedroom in one corner of the house as o 

pl ced that it ms ccossiblc only fro the Drat ing Roo or through another 

bedroom. Tho aee , hen the J."omoval of structural limit tions as to enable 

t csc severe restrictions on planning efficiency t.o be overcome m still 

far off 1n tho .future! 

Hudson1s house s probably one of' t e £inor Uitenha.gc houses . e tells 
1 

us th t it co t 12,00C lds. , a con..-,.ider ble um of oncy i tho.;,e day • It 

is one of the most interestin examples of the unique apo style produced by 
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t.be fusion of Britiah and ortuguese-Dutch Colonial architecture. 

-luch other good bui lding mus t have 'been going on i n Oitenhugo in thes e 

years. Thomas Philipps mentions in one of his early letters a friend Fleischer 

\f110 was 'living i n a small t emporary cottage ,mile a lar Gr I ous e was co pl e­

t1ng . ,1 

esides burnt brick 1e know that red granite .as commonly used as a buil­

ding material . 2 Houses ere generally thatched .for some years to come , al­

though new materia ls irom Port Elizabeth era.du.ally made their a pcarance as 

they crunc av ilable . { v. Pa 36? J • 

Early in Lord Charles i,Jomerset1s eriod of administr.ation an nthusiast.ic 

American botanis t, Dr. uackri.11 , a s instructed to undertake tour of the 

eas t ith a vi w to malting r cco. endat iona t o the ov rnment on tho agricul­

tural potentialities of the country, and i f possible to s elect a s ite for an 

e~erimentnl government f arm. By ctober 1814 , • "J3Ckrill had ubni tted 

his report - aiJ,ot in account o.f t.be 1calth of much or the countryside - and 

ho.cl chosen t~~ loan £arms m ich ho wished t ho govern nt to resume forth~ fQ~~. 
Act i ng on 1is rcco enda.tions tho far. r s irero paid for the buildings and crops 

then a tandii'lg on t c land, and the mole ,ras a:nalgrunated into one property , 

omersct •:an:i. Ur. ackrill asap ointed it-, .firs t Director and took up 

occupation on J anuary 1s t 1815 . 

Standing n the no ly formed property era t, long l.o 1 mwi-ho S03 and 
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a smal l water-mill . Ur . Mackrill quickly set about the erection of more com-

modious buildings , stores , barns, tradesmen' s workshops , l iving quarters for 

al l the persouel, and barracks for the detachment of the Cape Regiment who were 

stationed there to protect the place from attack . All the new building work 

appears to have been in stone , and during 1817 a coIIunodious stone house was 

completed for Dr . Mackrill and his family (C .O. 66. 1st Jan . 1817 et. seqq. ) . 

J<'our other houses were built for the staff of the establishment, and be­

fore long the central part of the farm took on the settled and ordered appear-

ance of a small communi ty. The farmhouse dominated the lhole , nestling into 

the side of the Boschberg, while the majority of the farm buildings were grouped 

in a row in front of it, or on the line of the oak avenue which ran, at right 

angles, straight through the cultivated lands in the valley to the opposite 

hill. Just below his house Dr . Mackrill built a watermill which was !Orked 

by a stream rising behind his house which ran downhill alongside the oak av-

enue. At various points it was joined by a series of parallel irrigation 

canals , before it flowed into the main stream in the centre of the valley . 

~ith the strengthening of the garrisons on the frontier after the 1819 

.ar the ~omerset •arm greatly increased in importance as a source of fruit, 

vegetables and fodder for the forces . Its role was f urther supplemented 

when the farm , now under the direction of Robert Hart, was called upon to as­
~~ 

sist in the provision of supplies to the, Settlers durine; the first fm1 months 

after their arrival . 

The government now found itself with a large establishment to maintain, 

and i:ore only able to do so by ensuring that the Somerset ann had n virtual 

monopoly of all the supplies to the military. This rapidly became a cause 
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of bitter complaint from the Settlers, so that by the time of the arrival of 

the Commissioners of Enquiry the Governor felt disposed to close down this 

experiment of his own (which he had but inadequately reported to the Colonial 

Office) and to 'disguise' this extensive farm as a township in embryo. 

Accordingly, the Cape Gazette of 14th February 1825 announced the dis­

solution of the sub-drostdy of Cradock and its removal to ' Bruintjes Hooghte 

on the spot heretofore known as the Somerset Farm'. 

The conversion of the farm into a town was achieved with the greatest 

facility . The residence of the former superintendent made an eminently suit­

able Drostdy 1, dominating the town as it had once commanded the farm . From 

it roads or irrigation furrows already ran across the valley and others at 

right angles to those made up a rectangular pattern which easily extended in­

to the grid of a street plan. 

Thomas Philipps wrote of the nascent town in December 1825: ' The Public 

Offices as well as the Prison have been made out of the buildings of the Farm 

and are very tolerably commodious, so that at present very little money has 

been expended.' The Business House was converted from the Tannery, the Pri-

son from the wagon-house, the church was converted from a large store, and 

the school was created out of an old out-house. 2 On the 13th and 14th of 

April 1$25, eighty-three erven were sold, and the village of Somerset East 

was born. 

From the drawings that have come down to us it seems that the prevail­

ing character of the later farm buildings at Somerset were not unlike that 

of the Settler architecture, both being, in the main, adaptations of English 
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farm bi.lilding methods to the local condit · ns . Beside.,;, the ..,tone walls, 

th tcbed roof... d solid gab lo ends e have a:,mc to expect, the Somerset buil­

dings see to have been notable for their extensiv e use of dormer windows in 

the thatc to light the storage lofts above the ceilines . Tho tannery du.ch 

s converted to too usiness ouoc had the pecu1iar.ity th t 1.t as flat 

roofed and battlemented . (C.O . 2713/223 . It ttS thatc ed U1 1829-3 1 ith 

a hipped roof) • 

or tbo style o!' bu.lldin at t.b.e ti e of the establishment or the town we 

y gain ... ome idea from the government rk.:,. The ecretary•s hose ex-

tended itb stocpkamors built of 20 brick -alls (presumably unburnt clay 

br1clts} an pLa ... tercd intern lly ith a sand , dung nd clay ixture hlch 

aftermrd h1te ashed . The 1'"0 f a.s thatched ·1th ' good straw or t-

jo oed thatc 1 and t ridge made f' 'burnt brick chipped and lastcrcd ith 

1 e. 1 11 ood C p details, the e . But the hou.so also incorporated that 
l 

essential e].iah luxury It a atcr closet . 

he oxnct form of t original f armhou e is unknown. During its short 

1istory s a rostdy i~ saem~ to have en considerably reconditioned, rede-

parts er it rebuilt. complete ne\1 roof was put on it during coratad an 
2 

1827-28 . In 1829 it ceased to function ae ad ell:l.n hou e I and it was ro-
3 

posed to c vort it t'or the use of the public of fices and .agi tratc's rourt. 

'1111 a eventually decided against, ho vcr, d the ulldin a gi, n to 
4 

too othodist Church £or the purpose of oroctin a cha el. hort or funds, 

they contented tl'.tc elves ith a.kine a te porary chapel by knocking tm 

cross walls ui the b ck rt of the buildin and retaining ~he double-storey 
5 

part in £rant cs a d elling £or the coinist.P..r. 



125, 126. S rset Eoat Oros~. Plan and oock f'acode. 

127. 'Craigenputtock' , Scotland. 

128. Sameraet East, doublo-storG7Sd house. 

l. In 1856. Ti tle De de . vurve~or-Gonera! ' s ffi cc . 

2 . ' th bui dingo , i t1 ycl lo u1d 1hite ,ash , ha c a y 
ap ear.:mcc .at a i tunce.' De cr-ipti n f e r:l y r hams­
to m r. m ir Jari.e... • lexan ior ' c ' xcill"sions ln cs­

tern Ai'rica' London , 1840, I , 363 • 

.3 . or t. i d other recipes of bui di B f inio es in the 
country districts f' England sec Lo don 's ' .c clopedia. 
o.t Cotta c, Far. Vi 1 rchitecture 1.urniture etc ••• ' 
Lo don. 1st ed. 18.33. 
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~ entually, on tho ethodist.s acquiring land elsewhere• the house \,;as granted 
1 

as a Dutch Rctor. ed pastorie, which fW1ction it ;;:,Orved witil \ ell into tho pre, 

sent century. It is nou tn private hands. 

Failing other evidence, one · s hesitant t.o a cr.ibe tlLe hole of t e sur­

viving building ( late 124-6) to the orlgin:.1J. dato 1817. However• it is not­

able th t tho entrance doors (?late 11 on page 88} are remarkably similar in 

style to those of the Uitcnhago Drostdy and are obviously of early d te. Tho 

upata · rs £iropL ... ces ( Plato ?lC on Page I a 1 ) and n considerable proportion of 

tho intarnal £inishing probably date from no later t · c that its r decor tion 

.... a Drostdy in 1825-S, and may even be. earlier, 1hile the dmmstair £ire-

pl ces se to date fro the 1825-35 criod. 

By 1825 the pnttom of Settler architecture in t o astern Cap:: towns ias 

.fairly established, nd its influeneo ·uus sprcadin r pidly to the cot, whar, 

it produced the hyb~id ::ioases types knomi as •Englieh•. 

External \ allin-u ., still usw,lly of' stone, the cheapest and moot rea-

dily availa le t.eriol in mucl of the scttl r country. 

b co in~ generall y availa le but remained expensive. 

Burnt brick was now 

Internal. allin tech-

niques included Wlbul'llt brick, plaster on l t , and yello o d partitioning. 

Good stone :or· was o ten expressed e. such. The rougher mrk .ras hitc­

a hed every year, or in better houses J.ime-pla.stored and pai tod. Oil pain­

tin \fas res erv r or the co work, the plc:.ster being cith r yello • or white-
2 

ashed regularly or g1 ven u permanent co t 'quick-lime lll'ld sJ arp sand' 

1hich set in u h rd impervio s surr co} An alternative £inish co ;non in 



1 . Blood had to be kept stirred until cold, to prevent 
clottin • It :as ~aid by Loudon to be nearly ac 
ci'f'ective ext z· ly as oil paint. ( 263} • 

2. c.o. 'Jl:J .• 3/84; 27th Nov. ldl8. Contract .for completing 
tho Dr0stdy at Grahm.isto m: 'sui'f'icient bearils and other 

ood rork to be or the best quality th t can be pro­
cured in th:i.~ neighboarhood . 

,3 . brc often th::n ot it a.;;i used .:;.tl: only t a roug.1-.i st 
sh pi? , · hie limited it scope to cill , hidden lin­
tel"" . po ts in ttlc anti daub conotru.ction . 

4,. The colo ,.. '"'S genor lly g_?"Cen. C. O. 2671/172; 24th 
Oct. 1825. 

6 . 

8. 

c.o. 264-5/97; 8th '-luly 1822. c.o. 2?71/172; 24th Oct . 
1825. They do not a .. pear to h v been painted at £ir t , 
but cil d. 

It sho ld bo noted tl.tat ,one of the cff leers and .reo.lt..'1y 
mo .... chants ere able to import E.r1cl1sa matcrinl~ ut. quite 
an early d tc; e •• Hun1:,lcy''3 Hrt: i11 Grahamsto~'Il. 
C.J. 166/93; lgt.,h ov. 1822. 

'Iridex t,c, no.f.fi.cial, .. r ·v tely o mw, "lanuscripts re­
l.at.in to the Hi tory of outh A.fr c , 1812;1920'. una. 
Lone, 213, Cory Library. 

.C'ons anti-.:>tockonstroom cartoon of 1836 sho both 
solid-panelled shutters on the lo 1er hall' of urah2mZ­
to m uindous and full-height louvred huttcrs . 

e.g. t;.O. 2721/37; lt3th Uec. 1829, hich mentions both 
£or the Civil Com:nis ioncr's Hou e, Grahruusto rn, and 
Huntley House, Grclha100to ,'l'l 1 (l-1hich ta.s provided with ex­
ternal louv-rcd shutters to the rcnch-doors - tthich al-· 
re~cty h~I internal sh~tter3 - in 1827. 

the country districts of England, mid still surviving in tho Cape, as 'glut­

inous colour' .for.ned by mixing unclotted bullock's blood, stale milk or vege­

tablo oils with either quicklime or cement• tri.th the addition of frOUnd ~rth 

colouring matter . 1 

Early outside doors and windo,.o were made of ihatever local timbor was 
2 

available, but it 1as soon found that beeidcs stink.wood, sneezeuood was the 

only really dur ble raa terial, and this proved extremely d if r icult to shopc. 3 

Yellowuood ras sometimes used in an extremity> but had to be paintod i,r.ith at 

least three coats of oil. paint to protect it from the \'/Cather; 
4 

am even then 

it ,as oubject to doc~y.. Stinkwood fJ.oors and . ·nctows t-;erc used for the Gr.a-

hamotown Drostdy . 5 ~cntually teak, lialtic doal mid e;:ven American rednood, 

importod througb Port Elizo.both and Port Alf rod, uere procurable . 6 

indo·is c;raduall y increased in size and height as glass (\vhich had to be 

i.'11 o.r·ted from .t:uropc) become more readily available . So rapid :as the cxpan-

oion of the settler towns that at .firs t linen and evon oil paper had to serve 

as a substi tutc w1t1l glass could 'be obtained to fit the window frames . Green 
7 

gauze cloth a s used to .form a fly screen on windoNS . Internal folding shut-

ters ere a standard feature on t.he better houaes, ,mile solid external shut­

tcrs made their appearance at an early da tc. 

were certainly co :on by the late tuentle s ~ 
Venetian or louvred shutters 

For many years hous .s con ti.nuod 

to be provided Tith botl1 internal anrl external td.n:lo~, shutters . 9 Hinges, cat-

chcs arrl door handles mre ot: brass or roo.ght iron, the latter being , of couree 

considerably cheaper. 

fhatchcd roofing continued to be predominant in mo t of the eastern to ms 

until after the J.835 ar . All kinds of material. were used for t he thatching, 

even wheat .:,traw and local grasses being comn10n. (v. Pago 271). But the 



1 . c.o. 2467/136; 7th --rch, 1-82 • pwti... . eed rc1s groun 
llt the .. on-Jr ct arm , bu. t by this tim it ha a ... s d 
out of ovezTUae. v hands . 

2 . Pa 402.. lJrul}' ot _ references exi t, such as the 
pro or th Graham tom ari<:et o:.tSe by Duncan 
Campbell: 'hich I ~uld rucoramond to bo covered i~h 
Shi gle- instead f 1hatc • 1 C •• 2712/101; t ay 
182"..,.. hingles ooula e, .ccordin to :coree ..:.lbert. , 
'obtai :ed t .... h s lac . ithou.t much di- ic.u.ty. t 

3. clue t .-t ug e t;z that roof ln til, m y been 
:lde in rllhamsto m a,.. early s 1823 is contai .L the 

e ti:uate or th~ 1ri on. Ve • 26;,,3/l t 2.... • :L,\-:,.3. 

4 . C •• 2f /35; 16th y, 1026. 

5. Kirby , r J :crne.., ~icock •• ,, ' , • • . XIl: 

6 . C. ) • 370/70; 26th pril, 1g29 .. 

7. C .u.. ,: 11/110; 15t ~ ---'} , 1 ... 29. 

129. Interior of o.n early house 1n Grahm:latow. 
(note curtaining) . (Morrison) . 
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lattor cannot have been very satiafact.ory for we find in 1826 the Secretary 

of' Uitenhage asking tor a supply of Spanist1 Reed ro1· thatchine to be brought 
l 

all tho way .from the Government arm, Groote 'ost, in the estern Cape. 

Painted shingle roofa rapidly replaced thatch for the largor or more elegant 
2 

buil dings , nd mu:1t have been a very common and attractive sight un'ti.l slate 

roo.fa in turn repl aced them in t he forties . Zinc a.."ld load, laid in ehcets 

with roll jointG, t.ore also f requently used, although relatively expensive. 

(Plate 130) . 

1825. 

antilos and Roman tiles woz·e both manuf act urod in Port Elizabeth ai'tor 

antilc5 aro f irst mentioned in a letter f'rom the Com.'lla:ndant, Captain 

t t , to the (;Qlon al. Secretary in Cape Town in 1826, i.n 1hich he says tha t 

ho is s ending ' Sixteen tilos of my invention ,mich I beg to submit to tho In­

spoc'tion of liis honor t he Lieutenant Gove rnor and t he Public: ii' properly 

applied, I make no doubt they will ano, r t ,hc p :irpoo;)e intended , and cn-.;1urc 

the impossibility of the heaviest rain ponctrating •. • t hcy are of course to be 

masoned in i t good lime .. .. ~ He a l s o mentioned tha t erman chutte, t.hc 

Inspoctor of Town Iluildine s , had seen and d iscussed the tiles ti th hi.'ll~ It 

is not known ho menuf ctured these a t first, but th y , or tiles like them , 

wore s oon to bo seen al l over the dis trict. James fiancock , 1ho s ett led in 

Fort Eliz abeth in 1827, mado both tile s nd bricks . 5 

1ho Uitenha._e Dros tdy was rcroof od with ' Pantiles made nt ort Elizabeth' 

in 1829 special anglo tiles being rule 'in t he for, of Gutter Tiles, and cut 

so as t :fit the angels' • Not only ere t he uni ts laid in limo mortar , but 

th y •ere ' a rten.,aros pai nted in uch a manner a s to ensure t he same being 
7 

ratc r proo.f'. .any t tchod town buildings rnr c re-roofed with t ile$:' • •• 

they have proved a good ;:,Ubst itute f.or thatching in Port Elizabeth ••• mich 



, 

1 . e . g . Public Officas at Uitenhagc 1834. C. O. 'Z/lrS/91. 
Prison. at Acrt .:t.ubeth, 1833. c.o. 2741/46. Public 
Offices a~ o t ~~l~abetb, 1835. c .o. 2755/eo ct. seqq. 
'i'hey ~~iv1.,; o~. a. nu:r:bor uf bulldin[.::; in U1.tenhage, 
und c 1 the 'Dr~ft I .r:' lU vs • lvar. (P~ela f.folliott 
and • •• H. Cr-otf-'One Titan nt a Time' .. C.."lpe Tom , 1960, 
15J - montio11 that at 1so.metir.~ in th~ 18JD's' tiles 
,ore illmufactured at 't.h ... .fa.ctorJ o-r ~. Frost at 
Oi -ccnhaee ' • ) 

2. C.O. 285/6. 'ort frruicis Ha.rbuilrnJ'.lBter'"" House 1$~, .. 

3 . C. O. 2645/97; $th July, 1822. 

4. Ibid . 

5. 't.he colour is • • • v.::ri~>d by th~ addition of the black 
of (,ha.rcoal ••• , O!' by yello ochr ... , by verdigrise, or 
any ct,cap pi©11ent . ' {~udcn's 'uicyclopcdia • •• etc. ' 
lA:>ndon . lvt ed. 1833; 274, . 

6 . ' l'he c mice , ,.here t .ere i..... om: , forms a member of 
se1,,s"nticn be tween the ... .:::.11 an 1 the ceiling, and being 
aluay~ an ..:i.rcr~tccturul otjuct, aho ld for that reason ~ 
generally exhibit some color belonging to sto e, such 
O.!.. .hi tt- , or 3omc s!mde c... yello , grey or bro :ni.Jh 
red. ' ( Ibid • l 

7. :HS a general rulP., the cell.inc should be a lighter 
colo.ir than .. ne -.iaJ.l.., • •• z:?. ...,m:..l:!.. portion or any .... 
colour r.-13.y ca ro:.i.xed 'fith the white, and uutch pink is 
not infrequently 1.1sad .for the purpose' ••• (.!bid . ) 
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.fashion i s epre mg to Uitenhage . ' (Cape Almanac' of 1830). Tho use or 
Port Elizabeth pantiles continued even after imported slate began to bo avail­

able in tho l8JO'a .
1 

Roman t1le roofs are also to be seen in old photographs (P1ate l'.33) . Spe­

cial hemi-cylinarical r1dgo tiles :ere a.:Lso manufactured and .iscd on slate and 

probably ~bingle-roofs . 

Internally the houses e r o ;ell finished, t h boarded floors, 4- or 6-
2 

panel doors of stinkwood or yollow-wood, and simple but elegant ot ircases of 

the snma tcrial (Plate 152) . Internally, \>IOOd was very seldom left un-

painted . ·von the splendid stinkwood staircase or the Grobarnst.ovm Drostdy 

was origl.nnl.ly painted .3 Doors were? fitted :1i th brass handles and locks , and 

finger platea mre in evidence from quite an early date •4 The walls 0£ the 

main rooll1.3 ere of ten \tall-papered in tho better houses, but in general :1ere 

painted with a tinted limo m::iah.
5 

Ceilings, whore it could be nf'.forded 1 1ere 
6 

of plaster on battens, t.--1.th moulded cornicoo and centre roses. The alterr:w.-

tive ,;as close boordod ceilings painted white or possibly a very pale tint. 

{Plate 150, •7 The roof boa.ins or floor joists of the floor above t ere often 

exposed and given roll mouldings on the undorside as decora tion. (Plate 148) . 

Fireplaces bocru.1e incr-0aaingly common. They were s pee if ied for every 

major ruom in the Grahamstown Drost.dy House in 1822., but the cont..ractor Poh1 

found it impossible to procure r;rates or English manui'actl.lre. These y have 

gone down in o. shipwreck in Tablo Bay 1n w 1ich he los t much or the r.iaterinl be 
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130. (Top 1 ft). Zinc sh ting on bofll'd-
!ng and vood n roll atri Oberl~• 
Le'\7's hous, corner of Cb&pel 
Que,~~t-Ah,~~=ww,trom 
old photograph. 

l31. (Above) . TU rooting in Main Street, 
Port Elizabath; old photo-

ph. 

132. (I.A3tt). Sl e roofing 1n Stroet, 
Port Eliea th. (No tho char o r 
oft orly abopa, with a llinge 
above) . rl7 photo aph. 

1.33. 11Utrucw tU roofing bl Mm-k t Sq 
Port Ell th. Early' phot.ocr ph. • 

134,1.35. Ecrly pantll roofing 1n Ui 
• 



Or stawn !replace, 

1:36. Comer o£ nw end lion1ertl-8t 5 
c.1823? 

137. Cm"lrter of f11Eb mid 
c.1823? 

138,139. 

ta. I ■ •• 



1 . C. O. 2671/"x.Ji 2th cb. 1825 . 

2 . Final report on th .. bUildin'"'. c.o. 270 /96; ~:th 
..arch 1 2... . 

140. Fireplace in one rly bOllS on the B&thurst 
Orahamstow1i. 
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l 
had ordered fo:r tle building, so he put in wrought-iron f'ire-grates of locnl 

,.. 
.:: 

manu.facture instead • .B) the end of the decade imported m.atertal.., or all 

types ere available, firci-gratos among them. The fire-placo surround was in 

nearly o.11 cases locally made of ycllo tmod or deal, t,i th the shallow re£incd 

Regency mouldings then still in voguo ( lates 136-144, 1~7-9} . 

marble or stono fireplace surrounds v.orc also occasionally seen. 

Imitation 

Interior decoration at this tie laid consider ble importance on windo 

curtains: ' indovr curtairm give aucb an air or comfort to a room, rhethcr it 

bo to the poctator from without, or to the occupant zithin, th-t could 

wish no cottage, ho~over humblef to be without th • For the same reawon, 

should wish cotta re 1ndmrs to be large I that tho curtains may oo displayed. 

ithout too much obstructing tho light.' (Loudon 1 Encyclopedia ••• ,, 338). 

Early vieus of Grahamstown houses { ·late 129) shot1 the ... e heavy curtains, 

often elaborately hung and gath red in festoono, which t,ere a 

ter:lot1c of the interiors (l'lat.e 146J . 

jor charac-

One other interior rcaturo of these houses remains to be mentioned . This 

as the ~r-closet. The amazing per~istonco ith h1ch the .British offi-

cials and teulthy settlero insioted on taking their luxuries ith them to the 

£ar ends of' the cart.h cannot but com.""Jatld our admiration. And luxury ,m.ter-

closet certainly uaw in those days when only :cha l rger English tDwns rore able 

to provide £or the • Tho ef.rort and elaborate ma ntenanco wllich U3t have 

been ns ociat-od i th ater-closcts in these f'r·ontier towns, devoid of piped 

i11ater supply or drain , def'oats the imagination. et they \ ere evidently 

accepted o a prime requisite or civilised life by the colonial £1icc in 
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143,144. Fireplaces o.1830; 1n hous the corner 
of Frlnco Alf d Somera t S•-..... •n• I 0 I 

14S. m tr tion I/ \ L .. 
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• • ....t rostily. •• 262 I ; th U1 1 20. Cape Tmm; not only coul.d cv ry Dror.tdy boaot one1 , but also tho public 

officen ond even tbe socretnry•o2 and clerm~•c houscn . l • • Sio:::r;:• 
26 11 u01:oc:.oo 

• 
• 

Gr 
in 
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• 

v . F. I 1ons pnintin 
(copy in l y :.ua 

ocr o.ry' 
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'19, 

to ' lcrey-

t 

to 

t 

ii"h the '!.ncreasin prosperity ns the first deco.do O- Settler il'lfluenee 

come to a clooc, . e note a trend mm.y ro the er pod cotto o-like tom 

houses of the earlier years, to:mrds soal.l fr -statld:Ln stucco vill.ao 

in which shape ond op~cine determine tho e feet . One f<Utturc ,,.!lich nevor 

gl'O$ tircso c io the cgency bo· front, .hich e have seoo to be the 

ch::lrc..cteristic o!' eo e of th ... earl st officers' houses on t 10 frontier . m­

other is tho encircling ver nda onto Ihioh large pairs of Franch double doors 

ivc ccesc. 4 Projectiny balconies fro tho upper storeys ~ere aonetiroes 

to be seen executed delicately either in :cods or in tJroueht iron. 

All these l· tc Georgian buildin s havo in com..::on their direct sit!plicity. 

Decoration i..-. restricted of neces..,ity to -smaller f'eaturcn such aa balconies, 

~Jindo~s ~..nd fanlights . tho character or ·fillc architecture is throughout 

determined by restraint - clear plain surfacest n feetive £orm ... , and refined 

• detailing. 

146. Uindov in a house on th9 aorner of 
Bish and San rset St.re ta, Grcllams­
town, vhich c.t one time served 
th Lieut.-Governora Offices. 



Int rio of th eii.rq e1gh~ 
een •tuenti s: 

147. 1 plac 1n n arly inn 
on the P t Road. 

148. Firepl.£lce 1n • terloo Farm' 
Gr tovn. , 

149. (Above,r1gbt) . Ce 
1n aufort 

~iru,mntown. 

1n 
t, 

V . 

150. ) • Wall cupboard 
1n the comer of 
ov r et Str eta, 

151. D '-rf')l~ i'ireplcc in 
thurst road, 

Gira!l87!ll3to1.m. 
• 



152. Sto.1.roaoe 1n a house neor the Donkin .Reserve, 
Port Elise.beth. 
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