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PREFACE 

Leliefontein is a Coloured Reserve in the magisterial 

district of l'rarnaqual2nd. There are five Coloured Reserves 

in na.maqualand: Leli efont ein, Komagcas, st ej_nlwpf, Concordia 

and Richtersveld. All these Reserves Ol'le their existence 

to missionary influence. 

Leliefontein is the most southerly of the reserves, ClIld 

the only reserve T;lhere mission vmrk is controlled by the 

Methodist Church. The missions to the North are under the 

guid2...Y1.ce of the Dut ch Refor;ned Church. 

Lelie f ontein covers an area of 75, 000 acres. I To 

the North-~~ast lies Bushmc:mland, to the 1:1est stretches the 

vast co ast al pla.in. Leliefontein lies Tougl~ ly bet~.;een the 

towns of Ge.ries and Ka 'Tlieskroon. The hea.rt of Leliefontein 

lies in the Kamiesberg rallse of m01,mtains and much of the 

Reserve is Llountainous a-..r'ld hilly. The settlement of 

2J...,ilyfount a in nestles belol,f one of the hic;hest :)oj.nts of eli.e 

KB,Ifl.iesberg r2Ilge, 5, 500 feet above sea level. 

The mountainous reg ion is a uint er rainfall area and 

the 10\'1-lyin :; area to'i'rards BUGJ:1Tl:--'nlend is a m.unme r rainfall 

2,rea. 'fDe rainfall, 2S in all 1~3I;:aaual2nd is very 101,';' 8.l'ld 

errat ie, [1.1 though th e :-aoun1;pinous reg~ on s h8.ve a higher 

J. 1ee'u~;enb erg II J~ eliefont ein CO!mr..un2~ Reserve ll , Coloured 
Citi z cns:'l i,) i n 3 0u t h Af ri c a , (ed) k . "[h isson 8nd H . v . J .­
"-erITe ( I" ",,0 ',r 10"'"') 9Tn1'. '. •... 8...:.,,-' O l.n , ..l Ie. p•. 

? 
A clc [;J.' dist i nction '!lu st be made bctu8cm 'LelicfoYl. t e in t, 
t he Re cerJ'e. and ' I,i.. l y f oun t :-l in ', the c h j.ef set t lenent in 
the Res erve. 

1 
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rainfall average than most of NWilaqualand. 3 

The villages are the centre of COJ:1I1unity life. There 

are t\'lO main villages at Leliefontein - Lilyfountain and 

KharkhaP.1s in the I highveld I 2:<1d onderveld I res llectively.I 

Lilyfountain is the lergest and Inost imnort2nt settlemcnt. 


It has been the centre of ';lesleY8n I\Iissionary activity since 


1316, vlhen the Rev. B2.rnab2B Sha:H began his 'I'lork there. 


The fiyst base for I-'Ietho di sm in South Africa \'7as at Lily-


fountain. It possessed the first church, the first mission 


school "md :9rovided the first lay preachers in South Africa. 


l·:issionary influence is strong at IJeliefontein. The 


mi ssionsxy, besides his considerable religious duti es, 


exercises a beneficial social influence over the lives of the 


inhabitants. 


There are nine schools at Le liefont ein, formerly rUl1 by 

the missj_on aries, but nOvl under the supervision of the Coloured 

Affairs Department. 1:he church and the school r epresent 
:, 

i m-portcmt institutions and vaJ_ues around i\'~dch tlle social 

life of the cOIl"lunity revo Ive. IJoc2.l affairs ere dealt Hith 

by t h e Vill ag e J.Ianag ement Board at K..harkhams. Irhe Doard is 

subordinate to the Coloure f":' Affairs Dep2xtment • 

.inthough Leliefontein ha.d some of the best l a:..ld in the 

district, 4 overcroHding 2nd over-Gr az ing have ta:(cm their 

toll and t oday Lelie£ontein. suf fers fro n soil erosjon 2nd sojJ_ 

eXb2J ...'!.st~_on, esp ecially ne c?..r the sett1eo8nts. 

3- DG 33 - 1947, p. 51. 

A7 - 1:39 6 , 'l . 46; J.3. IJja:cai s, The Ca -je Co lour ed 1.) e o1')le 
1 632 - 1937 \ Joh anne cburg , 19 60') p. 7 6 . 

4 

http:KharkhaP.1s


iii 

There are approximately 4 475 persons living in 
r:: 

Lelie font ein. :;> Each registered burGher has the ri r;ht to 

a buildinG lot ne8I the village, a riGht to 'saailande' 

or lands suitable for agriculture. Grazine rights are 

CO!lll1lunal • Host of the neoule are small ,']ixed farmers ll!10 

sup~lcment their meagre eaTI1ings by migrw~t labour, for 

LeJiefontein ,'Thich uas once a flourishing mission station is 

today extremely poor. 

Anthropologists, notablY from the School of Afric~~ 

studies have given attention to the present socio-economic 

plight of the Reserves. For the historian the task required 

is to explain this situation in terms of historical perspective. 

The study of the history of Namaqualand 3I1.d the Coloured 

reserves is relat i vely Ul1.e:hrplored. Little historica~ interest 

has been directed to the r eserves. It is in the light of 

this idea t hat the years 1870 - 1913 at Leliefontein have been 

eX8Il1ined. 

ACKEO \:lLEDG-Bf'mWl' S 

I should like to express my t h C:l11ks to the many people 

1.'ho h elped me by Droviding inform2-tion an d i deas . 

'l.'here is a rich sen s e of historical a\:8.l'eness 3Jl;ongs t 

the i nh ab it 211t s of J.J elief ont ein and this -:;roved to be of 

g r C2.t assist ance in my collection of oral c·vi 6.cnc e . I 2~r1 

1)8,rtic:u l arly indebted to r'=r. I':;ei..ssenheimer, long-time me ;;1ber 

<-I. IJe2uHel1berr~ , in Colour ed Ci ti ~ l· j__·~. , p. 9 (197 2) 5 
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of the Raad and a surviving vli tness of the Boer raid, for 

bis information. The School ~rinci~a~ at Leliefontein, 

Er. H. Horniman, provided valuable informc.tion auout the 

history of education at Leliefontein. 

I ad:novlledESe my thanks to the former missionaries of 

Leliefontein, especially the Rev. t'Iackenzie Fraser and the 

Rev. ]. Coombe, for their advice and information. I .r~ive 

sincere thaD-kS to Rev • . and f( rs. John Burgess of Leliefontein, 

not only fo r their ,,:carm hos-pitali ty, but their const ant 

interest in my rese8rch. 

Dr. Gordon }lecrs of the Hethodist I-lissiol1ary Society 

provided ne with much valuable infoTIna,tion, for \Ihich I am 

deeply indebted. Rev. H. Fea:rns of the I":ethodi st Publishing 

House allo1>1ed me access to the Hethodist priv8,te Archives, 

and I 2m deeply g rateful. 

The DepaTtment of Coloured, Reho bo th and j'7arna Af fairs 

has proved itself of 8Teat assistance. I thank them for the 

information they provided. 

Fir. J. J.I. B8YDinc; of the Cory Ltbrary for '-j.sto Tical 

Research at Rho c~ e s Universi ty, Grah ar:1stolm helpe d co n si c1': r2bly 

by locatinG various documents of use to me and I eypress 

thcm~(s to him. 

Last but by no me811S l ea,st , I th a..'1lc my su--:>ervisor, Ers 

;iaud fOT ~'l 8r advice 8l1 d en cour2/.-;c!'1.ent • 



CHAPTER I 

LELIEFONT~IN IN THE E.L.RLY HISTORY OF NAIv1AQUALAND 

The North West Cape, now the magisteral district of 

Namaqualand, ~"as originally inhabited by the Nama Khoi Khoi. 

They 'Here a nomadic people, roaming constantly vii th their 

flocks through a vast territory. Scattered amongst the 

Nama 'i'lere Bushmen bands. 

In the beginning of the nineteenth century Easters began 

moving into the North West Cape. 1 They vTere being pushed 

into the area of the North West by spread of the Trekboers. 

The Basters and the Nama KhQi KhQi had a similar economic 

role • 2 Bn:tb groups were stock farmers, both needed large 

tracks of land to graze their cattle, especially in the 

North-\'lest. 2 [The Basters caused pressure on the original 

Nama inhabitants. Eany began moving across the Orang e River. 

They were followed by the Easters. 

The Nama 1'1ho chose to stay in Little N8.maqual8Xld were 

beset by probl ems and confusion in regard to land. There 

were problems caused by Trekboer encroachment on their land, 

and confusion resulted because of the Emna's inability to 

grasp the ne';', concept of individucl land t enure of the 

1 
J o S. Marais, Th e Ca u8 Colour e d P eo pl e 1 6 52 - 1917. 
(Johann e s bu rg, 1968 ) p. '( 4. 

2 
P. Carr:;t en s? Social Struct u ::ce of 2. Cape Coloured R8serve 
( C 3.1) e 'T 0 1'111 , 1966 ) p • 25 5. 
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Trekboers. Their economy 'VlaS radically affect ed by the 

alienation of the land and their social structure by the 

departure of many groups across the Orange River. 

The diffusion of the Baster and Boer groups into 

Narnaqualand must, hovlever, be seen in terms of a relativelY' 

peaceful process. This fact is related to the fact that 

the Dutch Trekboers and the Nama w'ere dependent on each 

other for the satisfaction of certain needs, and that their 

social structures were similar enough to facilitate inter­

action between the two societies. 3 The Nama remaining in 

Little Namaqualand 1iJere small enough to const i tut e little 

threat to the Trekbo ers. They remained relatively passive, 

they did not lash out in acts of occasional violence as 

had done the Bushmen. 4 

It uas into this situation that the missionaries came. 

Iflissianary activity arrlOnZ the Easters had begun in 1801 when 

Anderson and Kramer ~'lOrked 8.IDOng Barend Ba.rend 1 s follo\vers, 

fifty miles East of Prieska. 5 In the North-East, tivO 

missionaries from the London Hissionary Society, C. Albrecht 

and Seidenfaden, began 1'lOrk in 1807 in an i...ntegrated community 

of Bast ers and Nama at \\!armbaths. By 1809, missionary 

activity had moved to Kamiesberg. .Albrecht started the 

first mission station there, but by 1811 this ivork vTas 

e.bandoned. 6 

3 ibid., p. 231. 

4 ibid., po 233. 

5 J-. He ese, Onder v/ys in NamakvTal8J.la., lBYGublished Ph. d. 
thesis~ University of ::3te1 1enbosch, 1942, p. 4·5. 

6 ibid., p . 104& 
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The people amongst ,<Thom the missionaries vmrked Here 

nomadic,so that missionary influence could only reach the 

people intermittently. This unsettling mobility meant that 

the missionaries Here unable in many places to make a lasting 

. . th' h 7lmpreSSlon on elr c ar~es. 

In 1811 Jonker Afrikaner attacked Kamiesberg station, 

and this station too, was abandoned. The Hork was resumed 

later by Albrecht, Sass and Ebner. l'1r and r·~rs Sass were 

stationer at Zilverfontein, amongst Cornelius Kok and his 

follovlers. The Rev. Schemelen from the Rhenish missionary 

society went "lest and settled at Bethanue in 1814. It was 

Schmelen who suggested to the r1ethodist Rev. Barnabas Shaw 

that he begin missionary activity in Namaqualand. 

Before a discussion of the origins of the rVIethodist 

lUssion Station at Leliefont ein is undertals:en, it is necessary 

to knov'l of the early htstory of Leliefontej.n itself .. 

The vlOrd "Kamiesberg" is derj.ved from a Nama \'lOrk mean­

ing 'to gather,.8 There is evidence to point out that the 

Kamiesberg in the Namaqualand, Hith its vrater supplies 'vms a 

gGYteral NS.ma gathering place during migration. 9 Kno,'Ting 

the Kmiliesbe:cc; intimately, the Nama vlOuld inhabit the bett9r 

part s, DTI.d JJeli efont ein 'Has one of the more fertile areas. 

Even in the face of Trels:boer encroachment 9 Haaimap or Jantj ie 

\hldschut, chief cf the N c1]"l a at Leliefont ein succeeded in 

7 i1Jid., p. 129~ 

8 J. Leeuwenbcrg , Lel i efontein Communal RC! serve, 
B. A. (hans) thesis, U.C.T., 1969, p. 2. 

unpublished 

9 ibid. 
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holding his lands. lO Not ''Ii thout difficulties "Ongelukkig 

was die grense van die plaas, soos met alle lening plase, 

nie bepaal nie, met die gevolg dat daar gedurig stru\'1elinge 
II 11 

was tussen die Namakwas, en hul blanke-bure. 

Jantjie l>lildschut had succeeded, in the later years of 

the eighteenth century, in having the farm Leliefontein 

registered in his name. Leliefontein, and Ezelsfontein 

vTere granted in error to Hermanus Eneelbrecht, and the 

governor Van Plettenberg in 1772 made haste to rectify the 

matter. "I have been informed that the use of one of these 

places ~Tas allowed by the late Governor Tulbagh to the farmer 

Dirk Coetzee, and that the Hottentot Captain i,Hldschut has 

lain vJi th his kraal on the other. I have there, thought fit 

to revoke the grant of these tv-TO loan farms ••.••• He 

furthermore instructed the Landrost at Stellenbosch to ensure 

that the inhabitants "continue respectively to enjoy the 

12undisturbed use of those farms. II 

A further extract from D. Ii 100diE!s "Record II clearly 

illustrates the situation in Leliefontein and the surrounding 

area with the relative positions of the Nama, the BushJTlen and 

the Baster and the Europeans - a kind of strained hieracy. 

'rHO capt ains of the Little Namaquas, VIildschut and Grootvogel 

appeared before the magistrat e complaining of "the violence 

and depredat ions cornmitt eO. upon them by the Eo sj eman 

Hottentot s, and in particular that they have b een incited to 

11 

12 
ibid. 

D. r,loodie, 
pp . 10-11. 

'l'hc Re cord , vol. III. (Cap e To,m , 19 60) 

13 
J. IJc c ulienberg, Lelief onte in, p olS. 

http:lands.lO
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these proceedings by the Bastard Adam Boer, residing as 

overseer on one of the farms of the Burgher Pieter Van der 

14Heever. " 

Yet despite the uneasiness on the part of the Nama 

tow"ards the Boers vlho vlere beginning to surround Leliefontein 

they "I'lere not al\vays antagonistic. "Toe die Oorlams stam, 

die Wi tboois in 1799 gemene saake met die Boesmans teen die 

bJankes gemaak het, het Jantjie se Narnalnlas hulle afsydig 

gehou" .15 

The authorities were concerned at the number of Easters 

and KhoikhQi crossing the borders of the Cape to escape 

landlessness and servitude. Wildeschut had been approached 

by the landrosG. Van der Graaf on · the question of using 

Leliefontein as a mission station, to stabilize the situa­

tion there. The members of Wildeschut's tribe had been 

impressed by a small quantity of knoHledge imparted to some-. ­

of them by the early missionaries in the Kamiesberg, and they 

hoped that the authority and influence of a European mission­

ary vlOuld en2.ble them to maintain their land. Thus early 

in 1816 \'/ildschut and a fe'-l follovlers set out to Cape To\'1ll 

in search of a missionary. 

The Rev. Schmelen had paint ed a strong :picture of the 

needs of the Nama to Rev. B. ShaH, and to the .~~issionary 

hampered 8.S he had been in his Hork at C2_pe T01;'rtl by the 

obstructionism of the Governor IJord Cll 8.rles Somerset, end 

14 D. Moodie, The Re co r d , pp 10-11. 

15 J. Hees e, On ct envys in NaI!l<'.11nral an d, p. 27 .. 
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horrified by the plight of the African slaves he had 

vi tnessed, Schmelen' s entreat i es fell to recept i ve ears. 

, Pity poor Africa' became Barnabas Shmv's motto. He 

obt2.ined th e consent of the Governor to establish a mission 

circuit for the native il1..t}abit8nts in the North "\lest Cape. 

I',Iethodism 'Has regarded as constituting a politically 

conserv2.tive system of v2~ues.16 'l'he g overnor acceded to 

Shaw's request, because he felt }'Iethodism "Hould cause little 

disturb2J1Ce among st the inhabitants of the North-Hest. 

Shaw h a d little knowled~e of the conditions or the 

people of the area to '!,'Thich he '/ms moving, but as a farmer's 

son, his kno';'rl e dge of agriculture stood him in good stead. 

On 6th October 1816 the Rev. ShaH, his \'Tife and Schmelen left 

Cape 'l'o\\'n for the Horth I'lest. On the 4th October, near the 

olifant s River, they met Ja.:.'1t j ie 1;iildschut' s party on their 

Hay South in search o f a Dissionary. ShaH saVT in this ille8t­

ing the hend of God and he offered his service s to the ~.Jana 

groUlJ of i'lhich 'dildschut Ha s Chief. On 14th October, 3h a "l" 

heJ_d his first s e rvice among the Xaffia at ~J"aarnrop, "\\I'here he 

h a d been enthusiastica~ly received. 17 On the 1 6th October 

the :oarty reach ed Lil,yfoul1tain. Schmel en continued his 

j OUI'ney :curt ller ~'·orth aYl.d th e 8j!, 2 d S were l eft to b c t:;:in Ill ission 

Ho r k at Lelief ontein. 

~Che:re ~'J er e pr o bI eIns to overcome in t h e e st abli shment of 

the mj.ssion, 2nd at t i o e s ;Jh a\'l de s P 2.ired at t h e isol Bt ion: 

"Here I toj_l 2nd labouI', and see but little fruit. The be st 

'd . IlacI\~ i ll c'll, 'I'b e C2.n e Co l our qu est ion (1011 (;.011, 1927) 
I). 27 . 

~...., 

(Ca?e TOVffi 1970) n. ~O..L I :G.. f)ll, al"T , 

16 

http:received.17
http:v2~ues.16
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of my days are going and 1 gain no useful knolvledge and I 

alll forgetting all I ever knovl. I\'ly companions are ignorant 

Hott entots. o this Africa! this solitary land this land of 

darkness, of fatigue, and non improvement 1118 Yet Shalf 

persevered and to a certain extent overcame the difficulties 

that beset him. His most pressing problem vTaS one that had 

beset all missionari es in the North. The people vlere 

nomadic and unless mission influence l'laS constant 

it bore little fruit. 19 

The mitBJ9iQir..3:¥rYbeli eved ShaYl, had to adapt. IIHe who 

goes to convert a vrandering tribe must either collect them 

together, or himself become a "\vanderer. If he collects them 

he must shovT them some method of obtaining subsistence, that 

20 
•they may remain with him ll ShavT thus ende avoured to main­

tain the population at Lilyfounta-Ln by instructing them in 

agriculture. He endeavoured to maintain contact I'lith many 

by training the more intelligent inhabitants to spread the 

Gospel. J acob Links Has such a man. A protege of Shaw's, 

he became the first Coloured l ay preacher in South Africa. 

The mi ss ionary moved vIi th the seasona~ mi 6rations of the 

people. 

'rhere \'Jas the problem of control in a changing Nama 

Society. Shaltr maintained that Jffi1 vlilde .'}chutte I'laS unable 

18 
B. Shalf, quoted in <J. Whit eside, Hi s t or y of the Hesleyan 
Eet h ocU st Church of South Af rj_ ca (C a pe TO"ill , 1906) p. 43 

19 SeideJ.1fac1en IS I'Tork \12.8 constan t ly brok en and bore little 
fruit. J. H::e se, Ol1der~rys i n Eamalnl2.12nd, p . 146. 

20 
ColourGd ueonl e of 
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to deal i':rith the situation. After petitioning the Governor, 

Lord Charles Somerset in 1824 it Has 8{;reed that the 

missionary 1vould taJce over the authority of the chief. 

On this 8h3:H erra.'1ged the ir2Jlei'lOrk of his authority. 

He appoint ed a Raad of four me::lbers with himself as Chairman. 

This proved to be the model on \1hi ch future I1Rade 11 of the 

mi ssions st ations in Harn.8.~u8~211d vTere 2,rra.n ,~ ed. 

8ha"l'7 had maintained the traditional structure of 

authority "I'ihen he replaced the authority of the chief. 

The IT 8llla had &""1. e10 quent s pokesmaXl on the problem oi 

border dis'Dutes. In 1824 Lord Charles 30nerset allo\Ved 

tribes in the colony to occupy i'lhatever land 'H2S either to 

be fOlJ.11d near their princi-plest at ions 1illoccupi ed or i'fhi ch 

mighJc be obtained by em exchange system. 22 'l'his enabled 

the "\Iesleyan ~'i j.ssion2.ry to procure Hoorngat ond T1'reerivieren. 

But the problem of bOlJnd2.ry disputes and encro a cl'l.ment continued 

and led eventually to taLl{ of having the 1211d surveyed. A 

compromise vms reached if'OIl in 1854 Lord Ce.thcart gr8Dted 

a Tic};:et of Occupation to Lelieiontein in 1854. Tickets 

of Occ"lroation \'Jere granted to all the Nission s t atj_ons of 

I'; am aqualan d except st einko'Of vihi ch Ha s held in trust for the 

coloured -geo'Ole of that area "Lt..'1til Ea rch 1 905 1,rh en it received 

a 'l'icket of OCcuTJation. Thest '.r i d:ets of Occll·:')atj.on l:rere 

:~r21lt eO. f or the ·,)"\.)r1')08e of :~~ ivint?; t he missiona ries and t h e ir 

peopl e some s e curity in res"cct ofG]' 0 l.:~nd occupied by -Llj8m. 

21 
b . 811a',r, I'l omo ri2~s, p . S8. 

22 UG 33 - 1 929 , p. 73 

http:Occll�:')atj.on
http:bOlJnd2.ry
http:ij.ssion2.ry
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It ,-ras regarded as having the same effect as a title, 

although not legally as binding. 

The Ticket of Occupation for Leliefontein reinforced 

the structures of authority \'ihich Shaw' had constituted. By 

voting for the Raad the occupiers of Leliefontein placed 

authority in this body to settle local problems. In May 

1870 the Governor proclaimed that the rules and regulations 

used jn the maintenance of authority should be published. 

The rules Here given in the force of 1m.,. 

The mission station at Leliefontein had prospered, 

despite severe setbacks c aused by drought. Travellers vlho 

visited Leliefontein throughout the early and middle period 

of the nineteenth century spoke vTith admiratton of its 

prosperity. In 1836 the traveller George Thompson had 

'iITitten 'The settlement at Lily Fountain appeared to me a 

I'lell-selected and I'Tell conducted missionary station, highly 

creditable to its founders, and beneficial to the people under 

their c ontrol. Large herds of cattle are possessed by many 

individuals, and the t't,-'Jo n at ive superint endants \'Tho ent ert a ined 

me, mentioned th at up'l'Jards of four thousand head belonged to 

this littl e comG.un ity. The extent of l ond cultivated is 

very con s iderable: about ninety muids of 'Nheat had been SOvill 

this season, covering from 3 to 4 hun dr ed acres, and from I/rlich, 

if the s eason \'Tere f avourable, a return of 30- 50 fo!IJd ,,,was 

antiCipat ed" • 

The ma t erial pro sper ity at Leliefontein, c an , to a 

certain e xten t be at tribut ed to the dedicat i on of Sha1'T's 

successors,. 24 Rev. E . Ed1·.ra rds , Jack s on , Ba illi e , Godman 

2 4 T I n.. ' t ' , 1 -.T . t
(. . :dJ.l ' C8lu. e, h1. 8 o ry ~ .. .. _ . __ L '~ '_ ~~ _ _ .. v.~ ~u 
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and H. Tindcdl. Their position of influence meant that 

much depended on the strenGth of character of the resident 

missionary - a I'reak ministry uould h8,ve 8..'1 over-p~oportional 

effect on the illi1abitants of Leliefontein. Drouzht, too, 

vlaS another oDst acle to the pro sperity of the mission station. 

To a large extent, this prosperity 'Has sh2red by the other 

st 2,t ions in l'J ilmaqualand. J. S. I·Iarais states that prior to 

the days of copper, canteens and contact \-vi th Buro·oeans the 

Nan2.qua people made great progress under the guidance of the 

missionaries and oi-rned large and snall stock and learned to 

\-!or1\: the soil on a fairly large scale taking into account the 

nature of the land. 25 

But by 1860 the industri a lization c2,used by copper 

mining in l:amaaualand in the midst of detribalized, disrupted 

societies of the.lTorth-Hest Cape, begun to tal{:e its toll. 

C2ttle uere lost by drought (:;no. transport ridinG. By 1860 

the il1habitmlts of the reserves, especially those near the 

, '. 1 1 26copper mlnes, were l rlUOVerlSlec. 

r1'he I'1 ission st E',t ions had p roved t he ir value by 8.ttract­

ing .::,) e ople back to th e l w .ds surroundinG them. In Lelie­

fontein the presence of the missionary had attracted back a 

number of lfa.1"I'J.(lqU2,S I-vllO h ad crossed the Orang e River in front 

of the invasion of far mers. 

rrhe mission ar y playe d a un ifying role in t h is 

reg a t h 0rtng of' the ho:neless 1 both 13ast er wd IDlO:i 101oin. In 

IJ clie i ontein in p :?yticu12T this uni fy j.Il{; r 'J l e is evident, by 

t be S1.~cce ss ~'lith ',ihj,ch lT 8:na E'_nc1 ]as t er "(~conle 1'Tere i n t o."'Y .:-:.t ed 

25 J . • ;) • I ' 2.r O-i [) , '}.'11 76. 

2h 
J. ~3 ~ l cl')Sr8e r. , A E is-Gor,,! o t' rO r Jn8T i: inin: i n 
1 .'"'ncl, 13 '1':'_l(7) 1 ( r' CI ne T ,",1 ';r ] 11 '7 t::: )·o ( 2 
, - -- P I I..· .,/ _ . ...... , ...... . ..J \ ~ l J -- 7 .) ,,-. v 1! 
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into a unified 10ca~ community. 

Since Leliefontein formed one of a group of mission 

stations, it is vlOrth noting briefly the others, in a con­

text of the missionary activity that was continuing through­

out the early half of the nineteenth century. 

Leliefontein itself became a station from vmich 

Iv1ethodist evangelizing influences spread into Namaqualand. 

Archbe11 and his wife stayed at Le1iefontein in 1824 on 

their way to a neH station at Rietfontein. bventually Rev. 

Archbell and Links moved to Warmbaths, a former outpost of 

the London Nissionary Society. Attempts to administer 

Ylarmbaths had alvTaYs met with serious setbacks. William 

rrhrelfall Has murdered by Bush..men on his way to 1;[armbaths .. 

Rev. Cook eventuaJ.. ly settled there in 1834. Gro~,rth of 

]\Iethodist mission activity vTaS evident Ifhen mission vrork vms 

begun at Concordia, Gobabis and Naosanains. rrhe years of 

activity \'Tere follol'Jed by years of retrenchment. Concordia 

and vlesleyville, \'Tere handed over to the Rh enish hissionary 

Society by the ';/esleyans. 

C. Albrecht of the London IVIission a r y Society received 

recogni t ion of his authority to the st at ions of st einkopf 

and Concordia in 1809. In the same y e or Seil.~eri£i.ad:mi .~JS 

statj.on at Pella, fo rmerly the farm K8.1'1 as, \Vas recognized. 27 

27 
J. He e s e, On der l>.'Y s in Namalnw.lan d; p. 204, GGO-1890, :p.5. 

http:statj.on


-12­

In 1829, the London l''iissionary Society requested that 

the farm Komaggas be recognised as a reserve, in order that 

they might establish a mission there, among the Cloete 

Baster tribe. Schmelen moved from Bethanie to Komaggas. 

Schmelen moved constantly; retaining his interest in 

Bethanie and also undertaking "Hork in the Richteisveld, in 

the arid ~orth-West. 

Development at Steinkopf, Komaggas and Pella "HaS 

erratic. The traveller Thompson had found Pella deserted 

in 1824, the \1itbooi' s having trekked into Bushman18l1d. 28 

The London Hissionary Society thereupon abandoned their Hork 

at Pella, retaining Komaggas and Steinkopf. 

The missionaries of the far North \-'lest, experienced the 

same problems that beset the missionaries at Leliefontein, in 

greater degree. The land ,.,as more arid, more prol'le to drought. 

The people Here nomadic, constantly in search of better grazing. 

(1'he mi s sionaries attempted to overcome these difficulties. 

"Hoe-weldie rondtrekkery no g steeds voortgeduur het, is 

dit nou baie beperkter in omvang as vroeer. Die groot 

beHeGings van die nie blankes aan die einde van die 18e eeu., 

het nou tot reis gek om. Ook die verdere indrinc;ing van die 

blankes, het die nie-blenke s daart o e e e d'Vli n g om hu.l rond-en­

bont trekkery in te ko r t . Dan het die latere senclelin0 8 

geleer om hul beter a an te pas by die n aT'1adie;3e aoyd van die 

mense. Schmelen, Wi mm er en Bartl ett het dj.kl'lels die 

st as ie verlas.t en s aam T:let hul g ell1 e entes g etrek, en d8.ar deur 

28 
G. Tho ms on , Trave -' s ."nd Adventures in 
Vol. II (Lon don , 1827) p. 55 
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die vTerksaamhede van die stasie voortgesitil. 29 The 

missionaries undertook to establish schools on all the 

reserves, despite the fact that the nomadic life of the 

people caused attendance at Schools to fluctuate. 

'rhe Rhenish Nissionary Society had Shovffi an interest 

in "lOrk in Namaqualand, and 1-1hen the London Bissionary Society 

decided to retire froN work in this area, their mission Here 

taken over by Rhenish missionarEs. Th~dler, the Rhenish 

missionary who had assisted Schmelen at K~IDa~gas was in turn 

repl aced by Rev. F. Brecher. Ferdinand Brecher proved to be 

an enthusiastic mis s ionary, and identified himself wholly 

'with the Helfare of his people. 

He moved to st einkopf in 1843 ldhere he at tempt ed to 

encourage education and agriculture and remained there until 

his death. 

In 1844, Hein, a Bast er from Uuppert al began evange­

lical Hork in Richtersveld. In 1893 he "'laS ordained and 

becE'Jne the first non European minister of the Rheni sh Nission 

Society. The missionaries of Richtersveld, succeeded in 

converting the inhabit ant s to Christianity yet no missionary 

achieved political pOvler, as they had done in the other 

cornrm.mi ti es. 

In December 1847 the border of the Cap e Colony was 

exten ded. to the Orange River Bn d the inhabit ants of K01Ja­

ggas, st einko p£ (vThich :i_Deluded Concordia) and the i nhabi­

tant s of the Ri chtersveld bec am e Driti sh subjects. Thus 

J. He ese , On derl'JYs in Namaln :aland, p. 1 6 . 29 

http:cornrm.mi
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despite their isolation, the reserves formed part of a ,,rider 

political structure. 

The historical ori g ins of the political structures of 

the reserves differ. st eiYL1<::opf, Concorcia, 2nd Komaggas 

,,,ere invaded by the Easters \'Tho, together vli th the mission­

aries acquired politiC3~ pOI-ler. In Leliefonteil1, the N8JTla 

ret2.ined DOc-ler over the Basters. 30 Their Narn2. chief lost 

political authority to the missionary, yet this 1"8.S the fact 

that strengthened their identj.ty as NS;'1l a, over the Easter 

group. The political structure ,·ms retained. In Richte::os­

veld, the:5asters did not attain political DOHer nor did the 

I·U ssi onary • They lost their identity, as did the Basters 

at Leliefontein as separate groups. 

The mi ssion ~1Ork in the early history of N 8.TJaqualand 

and the history o f the reserves ar e closely connected. The 

Coloured Reserves in H21uaau alcmd (nre t!1eir existence as s ep a­

l. t··· Al 31r8.\,e reserves 0 EllSSlonary ll1I uence. Uithout the 

authority of the mi s s ionary and tho communal system of 1 2:.tld 

tenure th at the missionary endorsed, the lands v10uld 

gr2.o.u ;">1 1y h e.vo bC(Jn alienatodr.Jfrom the N8..!'":1a and Basters by 

Vlh i t e 'l':;:,ekboers mov~~!:" l':orth i n sea..rch of ne1'! cmd bett er 

l and. 

P. Cars t ens , stru c t ure , p~ . 20 4-206. 
7-' 
)J. 

i bid. 

30 

http:identj.ty
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CHAPTER II 

TH3 EISSIOH ARI ES .AND TH E HB'rHODIST CHURCH 

1. THE ROLE OF THE fiIISSIONARY 

The l!: ethodist Church vTaS by 1870 firmly established as 

the only denomination in Leliefontein. The Church was 

backed by the Raad and Vias a pO'i'lerful instrument of social 

control. The Raad too, vT2B influential because by 1870 

1
their decisions I'Tere given the force of law. The mission­

ary 'ifielded great authority over these tHO bodies, he Vlas 

Chairman of both the Raad and the Cl~urch 1 S <..:tdministrative 

body, the QU8..rterly Heeting. Local administration Has ex­

tremely effective because polit ical pOHer l.,-as reinforced by 

' , d . 2re l J,glOUS pOyler em Vlce versa. 

The Nama had responded to the strictures of the early 

missionaries ~'Ii th enthusiasm. T'IaTIlabas ShaH Vlrote 01' his 

vlelcome to Leliefontein and the response to his teachings. 

The Chief, Haai !:::an himself told ShaH: "Al l the sins 'i'ihich I 

have COIT:1i tted from my childhood to this day are ':Jut before 

my eyes. II 

AIthough 't'iilling to submit to S)',aVI I s religious i'3trict­

ures, on many it did not mak e a perman ent i mpression. 8ha....·/ 

1 
Act n o 10, 5.5.1870, para. II. 

2 B. 31" 2.vJ, l,~er.:lO r . 
:p . 59, 6) , 64 

s o f :30u t h Afri c a (C ape TO"ill , 1970) 
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complained: "Though the people appeared to be zealous at 

the commencement, yet partly oHing to their former habits 

of idolence, and partly a Vlant of food, the work, after a 

1'lhile, went on but SlOVlly".3 

The reason \\Thy the Nama at Leliefont ein vlere so eager 

to accept Christian principles and it's related ethical 

and social values should be examined. Three factors must 

be borne in mind. 

Firstly, there were marked similarities between the 

concepts embodied in the traditional beliefs and the ne"'f. 

P. Carst ens remarks of st einkopf th at it seems that one of 

the reasons vThy the early missionaries in that area \\Tere so 

successful in their mission ""lork among the Khoi Thoin I'las 

that th e latter found no difficulty in grasping nevl concepts 

such as "god" and "devil" because they alrea dy understood 

them. 4. The S2.me hypothesis could be a pplied to the E8.ma 

at Leliefontein and the doctrines of the V1esleyan Nissionary 

Society. Carst ens offers the hypoth esis that in the early 

years the Khoi EJ10in "merely transferred their conceptions 

of a supreme being and a s p i rit of evil to Ch ristianity ...• ,,5 

Barnabas 8hm'T claimed to h ave found the people itZ,TIoront. 

"They kn eH noth ing of God or a future st at e, and said. they 

6had never he ard of the soul~' Shaiv neve r 2.ccepted the Nama 

3 ibid ., p. 68. 

4­ I. Shapera as quot e d in P. Carst en s, '1'he ;30 c i al St r uc t u r e 
o f a C::t1)e Col oured Rese:cve (C ane 'l'OWtl , 1966 ) p. 387 . 

5 P . Carst en s, 30 c ial s tx'Uct u re , p. 387. 
6 B. Sha';>l, Uemo r ials , p. 74 
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concept of God as bearing a relat ion to his o\'m. 

Secondly, the .Nama had vl!mted a missionuy of Lily-

fountain. They had set off SQ;uth to find one and they met 

Schmelen and Shall moving North. They had been impressed with 

the "Tork of Albrecht and Seidenfaden amongst the people of ' 

the Kamiesberg in the eorly nart of the nineteenth century. 

They hoped that a missionary 1..;Quld protect their interests 

against trekboer encroachment. The missionaries readily 

accepted this role. ShaY; blamed the impoverishment of the 

Nama on the Hhite farmers. "Corrupt ed by liquor, bereft 

of his cattle, 'unable to maintain effectively possession of 

his l ands, the Namaqua, like th e Cape Coloured Hottentot, 

had only tlllO courses onen to him - either to ent er into 

service 1.'li th the farmers, or to join a missionary institu­

tion • ,,7 In the chaotic conditions resulting from the Baster 

and lf 2J11a Forthl'iCU'd migration, Boer encroachment, and lal1d 

disputes, the missionary remained a unifying force. 8 It 

·\>l2.S the social values, lThich th e mission2.YY represented, of 

Hhich Christiantty played a p art "Thich the N8.IilEt of Lelie­

fontcin hoped to adopt. 

Ifhirdly, the missionaries a t Leliefontein Here carcful 

to pr each to the people things with ,dlich they v,Ter e f amiliar. 

'fh ey s noke of Gal' , the l c:::nd, h0 1'8 , ' ·arvests :'.nd the s oil. 

Be.rn ab2.s Sha H s pok e of the vT a t er of life an d , "invit e d th e 

7 B. :)h m'f as Quo ted in t h e Hetb.o di s t Hi s t or i c aJ_ Societx 
JOl'.rnal , Oct. 1956 , Vol I I I , no. 5, p . 1 5"3 . 

8 
,J. Le eu \,:enbcr g , 1 e l .i.e f onte i n C O f1.JrJ.lUlc-, l_ Re s e r ve, rurrmb. 
-,:., i ·'1. ( h O"18 ) t l'le r 'I' s ( U C 'f J Cl rC G) P ?O .J,.~ 1 , ,:; . .., - - ..I U j . It L • 

http:mission2.YY
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thirsty to partake of it. ,,9 

The first church at Lilyfountain Has built in 1816, 

soon after Shaw's arrival. Two other churches were built, 

one in 1828 lli1d another larger one in 1855. The Nama 

people contributea to the building of the larger church. 

It cost them £1 000 to build and could seat tvlO hundred 

people. The church I','as built under the supervision of the 

Rev. Baillie and dedicated by the circuit superintendent, 

n . R R'dg l '11 • 10~Lev ..1. l 

The Nama were nomadic, their existence depended upon 

the availability of c.dequate grazing lands. In the Hinter 

months people trekked to the 10\'ler, more temperate areas. 

The church attendance at Lilyfountain suffered. This re­

vealed e. i{ider problem that had haunt e d the mission aries in 

the North-Vest Cap e since the beg Lming of the century. 

Because of the semi-nomadic nature of the people, mission 

influence could only be sro'radic. The mi ss ionaries at 

Leliefonte in decided to adnDt by moving with the people to 

t he Onderveld. A church and a manse vTere built by the Rev .. 

llJackson at Bethel for this reason. The people scattered 

in the far areas of Leliefont e in IS va.st tract s of land, a 

12syst en of outst2.tions \\Tas develo Tled by Rev. :r.r. . Godman.

Yet it '\';as Barnabas ShaH vlho had urovided th e germ. of this 

9 B • Shau, 11enori als, p • 63 . 

10 J . o f t h e \"e 81ev 811 lIe t ho di s t Cburch 
o f TOi·m , 1906G . 47 . 

i bj.d. 

1 2 
ibj.d ., p. 49 . 

11 
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A Leaders' meeting with Rev. Korley 
Cr91npton presidintS, circa 1912. 

method. Shavl's more intelligent pupils became teachers, 

his' converts', becaTJ.e loc al preachers and class teachers. 

They travelled into the outlying areas to teach those 

scatt ered in the Reserve. This system had received the 

encourc.g ement of the missionaries vTho follo\1ed ohaw and the 

Rev. E ---Hards, especially Godman, Baillie and Henry Tindall. 

Thus by 1870 the Leliefont ein circuit was divided i n to 

a number of outst2.tions in the outlying areas . The Chief 

settlement vlaS at Lilyfountain, the home of the resident 

missi onary. The Leliefontein r·1i ssion itself fOrr.led P2Yt of 

a vlic3er structure of the Church district of the Carl e of Cood 

Hope. The l' :issionary of Leliefontein waB subordinate to 

the SUDerintendent of the District. 

Th e JI\ethodist syst er.l 0 f Church E 2n agerren t in l:eli efon t ein 

was f~~rly democratic. The c ircuit was divided into con~re-

gations , administered by <l Le ade --'s' l:eeting, consistin::--: of 

lay ~)r8achers, class readers and church deacons. The min ister 

'Has c1:;--irmc>J1 of the Leaders' J,'leeting. 

The Qua rterly meetinG co-ordinatecl the Leaders' meetintSs. 
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The pre8cher of Noed Verloren and his family, circa. 1912. 

The minister presided over the Quarterly meeting and had the 


cast ing vot e. As the eminent church menbers were active in 


lOC2~ 2omin.istration, they often were r.:J.eI1bers of the R2.ad as 


well. Thus in the system of church management and local ad­

ministr2.tj,on, the Church dominated both. 


The uinter station Has at Bethel, 1'1here a chapel h2.d 


been (milt. There \-:8.S an outstation at lTorap in the dry 


North \'/est. The frequent droughts in thiG area, me211t that 


the ~ ' ~nflle \','ere scattered, and the T:1ission Hork of the out­

station C2J.1.e to a standstill. 13 There Has an outstation 


at Eoed Verloren on the edge of Bushmanland. Here Has no 

Lorley-CraJupton slide lecture, 1915, typescript copy, 
Grahamsto\m. 

13 

http:standstill.13


A Quadruple J.1arriage at 
Lilyfountain, circa. 1912. 

building erected for religious and educational purposes. 

}~orely-Cralllpton explained "The Services there vlere on a very 

humble scale. The people were croHded into a mat hut. This 

was the smallest outstation on the reserve, in the charge of a 

14coloured preacher and his wife l1 
• There '..ms a larger out­

station settlement at Bpoeg Rivier and one at Kharkharns. The 

missionary supervised the vlOrk of the lay preachers end Sunday 

School teachers at the outstat :i_ons 'olhen he visited them. To 

the people scattered in the far corners of the reserve, these 

outstations extended the Hork of the mission. LorlB y-Crampton 

explained, 'As far as I know there is no other mission station 

in South Africa i'lhere the outstations are, for the greater part 

of the year, of greater import2nce than the main station. 

The people at the outstations must be visited as often as po ss­

ible and except during the s~~er months the missionary is 

away from Leliefont ein almo st every second Sunday.';1 5 At all 

the stations the minister had much to do - baptisms, inspection 

of school work, administration of the sacraments and marriages 

to perform. 

14 ibid. 
15 ibid. 
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By 1877 the out stations 'Here Grovling. There 'Here tHO 

chaDels 2nd three other preaching places, one n8.tive 	c2.te­

16
chist, six local preachers 2nd three Sabbath 8chools. 

The trek from Lilyfou"Yltain to Bethel in the ,·;inter months 

assuned tl~e nature of a g eneral exodus. The Ra8_d vrho held 

the lemd cOm!!11mally, announced the l8nd available for 

·· -'-h' d . 17pas t'ura(;e, bY d e f lnlng u _e ooun .arl e3. 'rhe bound2Ti es I'lere 

not fixed for ea.ch year, the bOUl1d2Ti es liTere adjusted depend­

ing on the availabilj.ty of pasturage. In Janu8TY, 1891 

the Raad decided to build a nevI house at Bethel, as the p2.stur­

age in the area had improved. But this pasturage did not 

prove adequate to nest the demands of a g rouing population. 

The dams at Bethel also Vlere not reliable. 'rh e pro bl em ~,'l8.S 

eX2.cerbated by severe drought in the first t,,!O ye8Ts of 1890. 

Because the people l1ere moving 8.1,'!2cy in search of better sr2_zing 

land, the mi ssionary found it difficult to fill hi.s congrega­

tion. In September, 189~· the mission 2.ry suggested th2.t the 

18
"linter station be p.lOved from Bethel to Kh arkhalYls. In 

19=: ovember, l U9 4 tlle SD,:::cestion 'Jas rat5.fied by ths Ra,ad. 

The people 1,,;110 possessed corn l ands a t Bethel I~ere to be given 

others DeDTer Kharkh aXls. 20 I n July 1895 a f ter t h e plough ing, 

the people left IJeliei'ontein for ~J'lGTkhans. The Onderveld 

1-78.8 dry in that ye a 'X', 1)ut aft er 1897 the situa t ion im'(Jroved 

---------------------------------------. 
16 i". Clifford Holden , A :Dr i cf F ist or o f Ee thoclL m and of 

L e t l",odist : issions in ~:: o u-Gh Af :':'i c o. ( .Lonuon , 1877 p. 209. 

17 
~';inute s o f th e Le lie :ronte in Ra2.d , Au,,; ., 18 70- Aug ., 1 310. 

J.8 l :inu.tes of the Lelicf on t 8in. R. 2.D.d, Se pt., 1894 . 

19 ·1 ' d " 1(')9 1l ,J l r ., 11 0 V ~ , () l,. • 

20 i 'biU . 

http:mission2.ry
http:availabilj.ty
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and the buildings atKharkhan1s "Here repaired. 

'The establishment of outstations "I.;as not entirely 

successful. There Here not a~ l'layS enough men to fill the 

posts of travelling preachers and school teachers. Further­

more, the missionary could never be entirely sure that the 

people would stay at the station to receive religious instruc­

tion. The system of maintaining tl:lO churches and vp....rious 

outstations, "HaS an arduous one for the missionary to main­

tain. He "\-'laS both chairman of a circuit and the only 

minister. 

Yet, on the optimistic side, "Then the rains v[ere good 

and the harvests successful, the congregations Here full. 

Leliefontein became k novill for the piety of its people. 

The missionary at Leliefontein had other tasks to ful­

fill. The land in the Namaqualand district \,ras sparsely 

populated, less still did it h ave educated and "I{ell informed 

people. The mission ary in the course of his work, acqUired 

a fair knovleclg e of the condit ions surroill1ding him. The 

Resident I ls,gistrs,te snd the eivil Commi s sioner at Spningbok 

depended on him for information. Questions of stock condi­

tions , Heather condit ions, rainf 8,11 measurement s uere 

referred to him, as "Hell as queries about the e;enercu condi­

tion of the inhabitants of his mission~ 21 He G, i3 sume d the role 

of a I 1. :1e di ator' be ~ ','e ~n the L::;J5 (;font e in inhabit ant s and ti1e 

out s i de "I'lOrld, represented by the offictals of t he Colonial 

gove:I"nment in the magistracy of Homaqualand.22 To the 

21 
Cf . Ch 2,y t er IV. tl' he old r ::l.in gT1aee s t ill st 2..nds i n the 
miss ion !?;:::1rr~'..:n . (19'/5) 

22 I orley-Cra::lpton sli.de ecturc, 191 '5 , 

http:Homaqualand.22
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officials, "lhen dealing 1:Ti th matters affecting the missions, 

the missionaries vlere the I men on the spot I • 

To the inhabitm1t of Leliefontein, the missionary 

possessed a stature that can be related to his religious 

influence. He taught the virtues of obedience and loyalty 

(the Leliefontein people 'dere noted for their loyalty to 

the Colonial Gov ernment) and frolmed u1)on infringements of 

his moral norms. For instance, Wesleyan missions added their 

23
moral senction to the lavis forbidding liquor into the reserves. 

Yet despite the strong personal moral influence the missionary 

exerted in the people, it 'Has ])Toved that moral influence alone 

wa.s not strong enough to rule the people. 24 It had to have 

the sanction of official authority as it had until 1881 to 

be effective. 

The missionary, desyite his involvement in the relig ious 

and administrative 2.sn ects of his w'ork, l'laS ~;:orced to give 

much attention to another aspect - the socj_al one. ,Jarnabas 

Sha'i'l had drmm attention in the early years to the fact -Chat 

reliGious instTIlction Has useless, if the people Here suffer­

ing froD materiCJ~ 'i'lant. 25 The problem the ~ission2ry faced 

wns to keep the peo ple from social depression. This bec ame 

successively difficult as the dro ughts arrested ma.teriaJ.. and 

social progress in the ye ars nSter 1881. 

23 Rcs:i_dent l1agist rate to f.}orley-CralIlpt on , LilyfouIJ.tain, 
9 .3.1909 . 

24 it? - 189 6 pp. 12-3 4. 

25 Atto rll ey Gcn cra.l to C. I' ettman , Se cre t 8.ry of CO DL'11 ittee 
of Privileg e s, We sleY2n Conf erence? Ca-pc To v'il1 , 
24. 8 .1892 
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The missionary's involvement in an attempt to prevent 

the people sinking into social and moral decay, assuned a 

variety of functions. He tried to k eep them from material 

,:rant and he attempted t o i mprove living s t3ndards and general 

healtho l\Iedical assistance 1-vas a problem in the area. 

There 'Has one district surgeon for Namaqualand. He paid 

infreuqent visits to the reserve s, and the missionaxy and 

his Hife Here faced in t he absenc e of alt erD atives to assume 

responsibility for the hea_lth of the inhabitants at the 

mission. norley-Crampton elucidat e d, "I3oth he (the mission­

ary) and his '\'life, in the absence of training , have to do 

their best with simple doctoring •.... We were simply 

26 compelled to do "',That 1;le could for the people . II 

The missionary found himself in another role - that of 

farmer. THO farms, Hoorngat and 'fwee Rivieren ,..;ere bought 

by the Uesleyan l'hssionary SOCi ety and transferred in trust 

in S ept., 1821. 27 The inhabitants of Leliefontein contri­

buted to",ards the buying of the t'l'TQ farm s , the amount being 

anyth ing up to a quarter of the price. 28 An annual quitrent 

\'las T) ;] id by the Hissionary society 2nd th e tHO f a r ms 1.rere 

l i able for road rates, Hh ich the reserve i tself i'TaS not. 29 

,'he f2."C::'18 uere insnected in 1895 and the r epor t for lval'ded 

in De c ~ l397 ~loorflGat had one t h iro. a r able land 2l1d t HO trdrds 

26 ::o rley -Cr mnpt on sli d e lectl',:ce . 

27 -ISO - 1 8 90, p . 15. 

28 A7 - 18 96 , p . 10. 

29 C2 - 18 88 , p. 7 .. 
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pasturage, sufficient for 1 000 "vee" per annum vlith careful 

usage. The cultivation potential of Tweerivieren hTas 18SS. 

Although the 1'h ssionary Society held the lease of the 

farms, the inhabitants had all{ays r '3garded the land as theirs 

and the f8Ims 'Here occupied by the p eo})le as ordinary portions 

of the Reserve. \',Then ploughing lands ,{ere assigned to differ­

ent people, cert am lands in Hoorngat 'i'lere set aside by the 

people for lhssionary purposes. Some land, then on the 

fanns \'ras famed by the missionary to supplement his stipend 

by cultivation 8l1d stock-keeping. Some land vlaS cultivated 

for the genera~ benefit of the people too. A dispute began 

in 1898 Iv11en the society retained the title deeds and turned 

the people off the farms. The }'Iissionary, Rev. Tindall had 

clashe ~~ uith the Raad in 1888 vThen they atte!.'lpt eO. to hire 

30Dart of Tueerivieren to the burg ers. Until 1898 the 

peo ple remained convinced that the land 'uas part of the re­

serve because their 3l1cestors had -put money tOllards it. 

rrhey could not uno.erst8nd how the 1desleya..n r:issionary Society 

got title to from them. ~llien the SOCiety took possession 

of the farms, they did not ab2ndon the lands at Lilyfoul1t ain, 

but continued to have them 110rked for mission yurposes. So 

that the position -Has that the society carri ed a farming at 

I-IooYl1e;at and Tvrceriveren 2n d mission Vlork e,s t-1ilO se-03Tate 

institut ions. The IJrissionary then became a farmer at the 

eX-jense of a certain amount of local confidence in t he llis s ion 

Society. 

'111 en the Ej, ssion st ;?,t ions and Reserve Act 0 f 1 909 Has 

l1i.m1te s of t he Leliefonte:in Raad, Hov., 1883 ; J an. , 1889 . 
30 
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implemented in 1913, the Eissionary Society retained Oimer­

ship of the l2nd, 8~ though many burghers disputed this 

o"lmership. The matter -Vlas only settled in 1934 uhen the 

faros Here purchased fromthe Society by the Department of 

Coloured Affairs 1,lhich then incorporated the farms into the' 

boundaries of the reserve. 

2. I:ISSIOFr j:;;DUCATION 

The missionari8s brought to the Karll a nevr concepts that 

"\IIere to r2dically chanGe their tra(lition3~ lifestyle. 

'fhese concents vThich Here imparted tothe NaJ:1a 'dere 1)2..I't of 

a wider system of educ at ion. B(iucat ion can thus be vievred 

as a dY118::ic factor in sociaJ_ chcmge. 

It is the a im of this chapter to discuss education in a 

stri ct er sc:mse, that is, the religiOlJ.S aDd secl..l1or educ at ion 

in·troduced by th e mission2ries, the develo pDent 01 t h is 

education, 8nd t}1e l):robl err r,; encountered in its development. 

The e 3Tly Hana had been i m;Jressed by the edl'..cation i n lJarted 

to a fe"l'; of the1r raen.1 borsoy Albrecht 211Q Seideniade!1. Thi-- t 

s ame entrn.lsi ::=: sm to 1 8a rn i l ,.1'11 2.1, 8.s Sh a u lIhen he be-

Ga.'). a 8.18-[;8"1 of edu c at ion at Lel ie£ontc in . 

Th e i",'TO"lrth of educat ion in IJ<?JTl901.1.2.1 and Has c10 sely 

' 1.-, " , 't' " - .J.. . L 3llin.k ed to t he 110rk 0-:f "tH e I111 SSl 0n 2T l e o In n a -'G eLl;j i.J T .lC-i.J. ­

31 t ud. ie V ~3n In 

-0 . 204 . 
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Christian education 'IfaS im:9ortant, yet no less attention 

Ifas paid to a rudimentary scholRstic education, and educa­

32tion of a practical nature. All these elements of educa­

t ion "Jere closely linked. Christian converts became school 

teachers. :Nen such as Jacob Links and his decendants 

Barnabas ShmT Links proved receptive scholars. Nany un­

fortunat ely proved less so. Barn abas ShaH vTrot e: II But 

to my great mortificat ion a fe,f minutes were sufficient to 

obliterate every trace of "That had been said, and \'lhen again 

asked, not one individual in the plc,ce could furnish a replyll.33 

Yet the Nama valued education of a Uestern l k m d for itI 

gave them relief from a crushing sense of inadequacy in their 

r elations vlith the Trekboers. Sha\'! recou.nts l'1i th amusement 

ho,'1 "a farmer declared to me that he believed the Nmnaquas 

lfere only a species of vTild dog and had no souls; I there­

fore called Jacob IJinks, l..rho Has Hi th me at the time, and 

offered to prove, that Jacob, though a dog, could both read 

2nd HI'i te better than the farmer. II 34 

By 18.50 the teachers of the day school \'lere coloured 

people. These former pupils of Sh2J1' s enabled th e mi s sionary 

to devot e his l abours to relL2Sious educat ion. In 1840 

Backhous e remarked on the un -pr oc refJfJive nature of formal 

32 

33 B. 8b8:\I.[ , I'1emorj.al s , p. 90v 

34 ibid. 

http:replyll.33
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On tret to Kharkams, home, family and livestock, circe,. 1912. 

educ[ltion under a coloured schoolmaster. 35 There were seri­

ous nroblems facing the teachers cmd the m::.ssionary who super­

vise(~ their vwrk. Because the station Has so isolated, there 

Here lel'1 b TJ oks available - often the only book 8.v2_i12~ )le Has 

the Dible. 36 There Has little in the ,-lay of school necessi­

ties. In 1840 the children Here sitting on the f1,00r, j n the 

absence of desks. 37 

The problem that troubled the educational role of the 

missionary and his helpers throughout the nineteenth century 

was the nomadic life of the people. The establishment of a 

school necessi te>.ted a settled environment, yet the Leliefontein 

people I'iere con~~taYltly on the move. ~ost migrated to the 

35 
J. Backhouse, A l'~arrative of a Visit to tbe Iiauritius 
and South Africa (London, 1841) p. 526. 

36 
P. Kot7.e, Nam8k:v[alc1l1d,' p. 33 

37 
LT. Tlac1:houGG, Earrative of a Visit, p. 527. 
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Ondel~eld in winter. Rev. Jackson built a school at Beth~l 

and the teachers moved ivith the people in the Hint er I:lonths. 

This 'Has a fairly general practice in Namaqua~and. ..Die 

sendelinge het egter op al die verskillende sendingstasies 

saam met hul godsdienstige pligte ook nog daarvoor sorg dat· 

die kleurlin{2;.kinders TI mate van ondenvys ontvang. II 38 

Bethel proved u n successful as a mission station. There 

i'TaS too little water and to little grazing to support the 

stock of the cornnunity. The population moved avlay to find 

better 8razin8 and attendance at school dropped. The Bethel 

school I'las abandoned and a nevT one built at the ne\f mission 

centre that was established at Kharkhams. Barnabas 3hm'l 

Links became tlie schoolmaster. 

When the conditions were right, the schools prospered. 

Vn.1en the ne"'T chapel vTaS built at Lilyfountain in 1855, the 

old church was used as a schoolroom'. By 1877 there vTere 

two day schools vTith 200 scho lars. 39 The emphasis v.;as on 

the y01X.l'1g. "The rno st encour aging and hopeful department of 

our ':!or~{ \'Jas th2t -vThich pertained to the training of the 

ri s ing genere.tion our Sabbath schools \Vere not only 

extended to the rural districts, but the u'Q"l'\ber , of day 

schools increase , E'Jl.c1 lye had ult i!!1D,t :~ ly one j_n connect ion 

l'Tith every principal stationr~40 By 181'7 the UesleY2n fh ss ion 

Society claimed educ a t ional Grants, of 'wh ich tvlO I'rere for the 

{ami esbcrg circuit. 

38 r 
~ . 

39 w. Cli f f o r d Holden ~ br i. e X Hist ory of J..iethodi Sl'l , p. 263 . 

1.i.0 
i bid . 
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To reach and educate the scattered population, cente::cs 

of education "Jere established at Norap, in the Horth-\1est 

among the Bast er community • Sixty-five scholars l.;ere 

41instructed under the catechist F. Kardinaal. 

By 1870 the sane system that had been applied to preach­

ing the gospel Vias annlied to teaching the students in ru,di­

mentary education. Adults received eleIYJentary education 

from the missionary 'who conducted evening classes after the 

day's "Jork. The lessons vTere conduct eo in the quadrangle 

adjoining the mission house and chapel. 42 The real task 

'vms to educat e the young. Baillie insisted that all children 

above the age of five should attend school if they could. 43 

The tracU t ion8l occupat ion of the children had al1'fays been to 

,'latch the flocks, and for this reaB,on p2rents ke:pt their child­

ren from school. Baillie realized this danger and a"c'mointed 

a herd l'fatcher to replace the children. 44 Baillie scored 

another success ,\'hen in 1859 the Leliefontein schools Here the 

first in NamaqlJal8nd to receive government grants. 'llhe 

seasonaJ,''1ic ratj_on from Leliefontein to Bethel vIaS more or 

less under the control of the Raad cmd this had a b en ef icial 

effect on education. Rev. Godman established a school at 

Spoegrivier, for the peo pl e there did not move out of t h eir 

Ol'ffi mountain barriers. 

rl'he l e rge seasonal mi gration left on e or other school 

41 J. He es e, On d eriv,;ys, p . 323. 

42 Reco r d ed in con v ersat ion I'li th Er . H. H OTI) j,man , 2. S. 7 5. 

·n J . Hee se , OncloT''\'·TY s ,p. 323. 
4~, 

i b i d. 
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e8pty, as did the drought years of 1873 to 1874 and 1881 to 

1883. 

People moved away to look for pasturage vlhile others 

took their sons from school to vJOrk in conner transnort 
~ - ­

riding. The school inspectors had difficulty in understand­

ing the seasonal nature of the schools. I'lr. Rowan, a school 

inspector, arrived at Lilyfountain in the '·linter of 1874 to 

find the school empty because the scholars had moved to Bethel. 

He returned in 1876 and 1878 to find the same situation. The 

neyT school in spector l-Tr. Samuels had the Sc'DTIe experience in 

1881. Before the migration in 1881 Henry Tindall had re­

port ed that the school at :Lilyfount ain "Has flourishing: IIr;Iaa.r 

toe Samuels enige maande later die skool besoek het, het hy 

net 14 1eerline;e in die s~cool aanget ref. 11 45 But this state 

of affairs I·Tas the re sult of a mimmderstanding and had little 

to do ,,·,i th misdirect ion of educat ion on the part of the mission­

ary. Heavy droughts froTJ 1881 to 1883 l eft the reserve ex­

hausted 2nd education suffered because the student popul ation 

dropped. 46 

Seasonal migrations c~nd droughts 1,"lere not the on l y cause 

fOT concern. o t her factors conspired to dis)erse the people. 

The entire populat ion f l e d in 1 90 2 as a TS8ult of the Boer 

rai d , Dnd it vTaS a year before t he· t h re ad s of education could 

be gathered up again. Fu r th ermore , the mi ssionary DeGan to 

lo se hi s authority from 1381. I nh abit ant s no longer felt 

45 'fh i s H2.S to J.(:; ,<:;.o. t o t he r eDoTt t l18.t the s ch ools ver e 
f8c t more badl;;' "Ilttencred~-t h:;l.J.l.::--t!1e~"' s~~allY·~·I-Ter§';7 C'- J . 
On deryrys, p:p . 325-3 26 . 

in 
~Iees e , 

46 
G41 - 188 9 , p. 10 . 
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obliged to attend school out of fe2T of the consequences. 

For inst211ce, in 1895 the school at Norap \'Ta s i n s:gected a.Y).d 

the poor attendance He,S noted. There ivere only 6 pupils at 

school. ': . Robs on's successors, H. Wilkinson and Cheeseman, 

found the educati onal system difficult to maintain. 'vii th 

social and economic conditions ,vorsening, the missionaries 

struggled iIi th the educat ion a l system and Here re,·mrded by a 

fair amount of success: "Die ondervlYs het g eworder of 

2.gteruitgeg aa..1'l na gelang vall die srunstigheid of ongunstigheid 

van b. g . ornstandi&hede. Denr die hulp Hat va..1'l staats vlee 

beskikba ar geste1 is, was daar baaie e oeie voorsiening vir 

kleurlingonderwys of die reseri"Tes. Dat die onderv!ys nie 

meer vrug gedra het nie, i'/8$ veral tev;ryte aan die tiepiese 

47Na..rn. aJnml2Ddse onderi'!Ys proble em II. 

By the Ih s s ion st ations and COIIGnmal Reserves Act of 

1909, the missionary lost his secula r authority in Lelie­

fontein but retained c ontrol over education. The Ei ssion 

Society was a~erded the control of the sites of the s chools 

at Li l y fol1ntain, Kharkhams, Spoeg Rivier and Eorap.43 The 

school s ite at Bethel h a d be en ab 8Jldon ed. 

The missionary felt that by narrolfing t h e field of 

uthority, his effectivene s s in the field of e ducation h e.d 

also suf fere6 . There \'las no materi3l i mprovement t he social 

conditions of the p eo ple eith er, since the a pplic at ion of 

the Act in 1913. Th e Doverty of t~ o se ye ar s affected 

education. An o ff icial r enort s tat ed: "Th e Great uoverty 

47 J. He e se, Ql1derKis, p. 3 49 0 

48 
i bi d ~, p. 354. 

http:Eorap.43
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of the people \-Tas most seen in the a ppearance of the ch ildren 

attending schools. II 49 The scholars 'i'lere listless and 

apathetic. 

The Raad appointed the school te achers on the a dvice 

of the Biss ionary. J an Dirk \'las th e s ch ool mast er at 

Lilyfount a in in the first t'HO decades follo'i'ling 1870. He 

I'TaS fo lloVled by J ohannes Boyes . Thomas Link s \'las the school 

master at Spoegrivier. 50 'rhe Raad I'las required to pay the 

teachers a sa~ary, a part of th e 10c8~ tax of £1 levied on 

all burghe:m by the Raad. The teachers received £1 per month. 

1,4hen an assistant teacher vTaS hired at Lilyfountain in 1887 

h i s sclary Ivas sl i ghtly less - 1 5/- per month. Oft en the 

people uere too poor to pay t axes end subsequent ly the Raad 

could not give the teachers their s2~aries. After the 

drought years of 1881 - 1883 , for instance, the burghers vlere 

unable to pay their arrears in s chool funds and the teachers 

salaries. The Raad , \'7h en threatened ~:!i th the clo s ing dOHn 

o f the Lilyfoul1tain school, fOrL'l1ed a cO!!1lllittee to personally 

~,-uar2nt ee p ayments to the s chool m2.ster. 

The Raad H e .S required to s e e to t he u pkeep of th e school 

buildin g s . But v!h en repa irs Here needed, s cb,ool fW1ds 'i',Tere 

n ot for t h coming and the Ha2,d could n ot afford to n eet tho 

requiremen t s of t he schools . 51 

49 A.2 - 1909 , p. 5545~ 

50 U.O. 26 - 1932 , p. 6. 
51 Ni nutes of th Lelj efont e in RaPJc1.} J r'll ., 9 6 . 
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When harvest s Ivere successful the att endance gre'w and 

the schools were so successful they needed more teachers. 

In 1904 &'1other aBsistant teacher Ivas appointed at Lily-

fountain and all salaries I'lere increased. 52 High attendrnce 

of pUyils "rere noted at Spoeg rivier, 81ld at a ne,.; school at 

Rooifontein. 53 In August 1905 a school 11as recommenced 

at Horan 54 The school at Horap \ ',r(1S so successful it Has- . 
decided to send the school master there for one month. 

Even if the missionaries had come to terms vlith the 

nomadic habits of the people, education ",as still hampered 

by other factors. These were mostly a result of poor socio­

econonic conditions. Pove:cty Has a recti reason for irre plar 

2.ttendal1ce because parents I'lere dependent on the labour their 

children urovided. Parents 1vere uns,ble to pay the costs for 

education. Iijconomic factors constantly recurred as obstacles 

in education. Besides pastoralism, the seasonal nature of 

Grain f OT'1ing me8nt that at harvest all the l8,bour I·ras needed 

8110. t'lO schools \,rere empty. Fin8~ly there ,'ms the problem 

,of authority for the teachers and missionsxies had no real 

rne ans of enforcing attend2l1 ce at schools. 55 nduc2.tion h2.d 

p:coved to be ul1successful 81ld U11 pro (9'essivee 56 

53 i bid., March 1905 

54 i bid., Aug ., 1905 

55 Cf . ChCl;!t er III. 

J' . Georbe d ~I. St aD-ton , EemoI'on d a on l-l i s s ion Af fai rs , 
Cape T01-m , . m '01.1b ., P " l. 

56 
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CHAPTER III 

AUTHORITY 

1. THE POLITICS OF LQCAJJ ADHI NI STRA'f IOH 1870 - 1896 

The system of government at Leliefontein from the years 

1870 - 1913 must be seen against its historical background. 

It W2,S primarily due to mi ssionary influcm ce that the 

.:I i ssions in Namaqualand ret ained their sep2Tate ident i ty. 

Leliefontei n differs in certain r espects from the other 

Reserves. }I'1rst: "In Leliefontein the original Khoi Khoin 

did no ~ lose their pow"er to the Baster pioneers, \I;ho tended 

to settle in the North-eas t corner of the territory. There 

seem to be t uo reasons for this. First , th e Methodist 

missionaries \'Tho settled permanently at Lcliefontein .•..• 

did so at the invitation of the Khoi Rhoin and uorked arilong 

them before go ing on to the East ers . Thus inst ead of the 

t"HO aJ_i en elements (missionary ancl Easter) effectinG the dis­

int eGration of the Khoi Khoin , the missionaries achieved :"~ oHer 

by operating vTi thin the fr ame'dork of the tradj_ t ion8~ soci ety 

without sup uort from the Eas t ers. 

Second , in Leli efonte in th e mis s iol1crri es achieved much 

great er political pO"Her •..• • t han any of t h e other 

commun i t j_ e s." 1 

Barnab as Shal-l co mpl ained to the gove rnor, LOY'd Ch arl es 

of a CQ~e Co10ured 1 
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Somerset that the chief of the NaLTla at Leliefontein '\'las 

unable to control his people. He reouested that the 

missionary be ;'~:ranted certain povlers to preserve order in 

Leliefontein. In January, 1825 these pO''lers 'Vlere gra.YJ.t ed. 

The Hissionary l>las given 

(i) 	 Po'wer to receive those 1'lhom he might think 


proper as residents, 


(ii) 	 To ex-pel any I·rho might be disobedient or 


unruly, 


(iii) 	 To give out portions of land for sOHing corn 


end making gardens, 


(iv) 	 To erect subst antial dvTelling houses, \\Thich 


must be built on the spot according to the 


plan pointed out by the missionary.2 


The inhabitants of IJeliefontein had complained that the 

surrounding farmers were encroachinG on their land and because 
could not 

Leli efontein vTaS unsurveyed, they"prove it. They Here too 

poor to have their llli'1d surveyed to rectify the matter. In 

1854 a compromise \'las re 2ched vlhen 1eliefont ein "13B issued 

with a Ticket of Occupation vrhich rou ghly def i n ed the boundaries 

3of the 	Reserve. The 1 21ld \ 'l 8..S granted ln 'l'rust to tl1e l;le s ley­

em N:i.ssion 2cry 30 ciety to be admintstered f o r the ben cfi t of 

t h e community.4 The Ticke t of OccupFtion provided for the 

2 B. o f South 
,.J 

Africa (C a ue 'l'o ,-m, 1970) p. 91; 
205. 

3 Tb e l an d \'7:~8 e st hlat cd to be ?19, 500 morcen . I t 1'7 a S 

j udged nec atively , t 118.t is, calCUl ated from t h o surrounc1~ 
i nr: farms. 

4 Coloni al Of f ic e t o Rev. r'Loistc r , CEl.pe Tm-m , 26 .3.53 . 
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local administration of the Reserve. A comIni tt ee 'VIaS 

aplJointed to prepare regulations for administration. It 

provided for the annual appointment of corporals or over­

seers to car17 into effect 2nd enforce the rules and regula­

tions. The Ticket of Occupation also provided for the 

protection of the rights of the Mission Society in Lelie­

fontein: "Hothing therein or herein contained shall directly 

or indirectly affect the occupation by the i'Tesleyan or other 

missionary society of the se churches, schools, or other build­

ings 'Hhich may have been or may hereafter be by then built 

on the said land ••••• " 5 

The Ticket of Occup ation therefore sanctioned t'·l0 ele­

ments of authority in the internal politics of the Reserve, 

the r.J.is s ionaY'J and th e Raa.d. 

The structure of 10c8~ administration remained basj.c8~ly 

the S81ne as it had been in 1825. There \-;as an elect ed Haad 

of eight men, lat er increased to tl'lelve. 'l'he F1issiol12.YY 

vIas chairmen and had the castinG' vote. 6 "The system of 

admini strat ion in the Reserve H2,S b2,sed in essence on 

princi Dl es first est abli shed by ShalT in 1824, \1i th the 8.::?;ree­

ment of the Colonial Government." 7 The l.Jn{nrlyinc; reason 

,'ras to g i ve the chul"ch n ece .8.s<:'.CY baddng to :)-covide st a.bility 

in the l':orth-'vlest Cape. l]1he Raad pTovided a focal pO;.DC for 

loccl le a de rship l'lith in the community . 1'he 0,?.: ~d '\1as rel ;::i; i ve­

ly 8utOl"lOtnoUs and it's ded_sions 'Here seldom i~terferre d \Vi tho 

5 Tick et of OccuDRt ion l8 ~4 , C2-138 2, 2. 4. 
(' 

o 
T. Chc ',:;s em21l , r:~h e s to r y o i ' Uil li ilffi 1:h rclf<l11 (C D.pe T0 1;·m , 
1910 ) p . 104- . 

7 
J. IJ eeUvTGn1, e r z, Le li2i'on t ein Co -n2UJ1.al Re:::.erve, lJT' T'ub . 

B. A. ( h ons ) th ef;i s, U.C.T ., 1969 , p. 11. 

http:n2UJ1.al
http:nece.8.s<:'.CY
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Yet there vias a represent at i ve of the Coloni a~ Governf'ient in 

the district. He ',}as the veldJ~ornet of the K2.llliesberg 'dard 

in the Division of N2lllaquaJ.and. He was responsible for the 

collection of house tax and the registration of voters in 

Leliefontein. Yet the veldkornet had little to say in the' 

running of the Reserve. The missionary's role in running 

the reserve and the ve1dkornet' s role as a Colonial repre­

sentative should be seen as complementary, rather than in 

conflict. 

To examine 1'lhat constituted the Raad, the elective pro­

cess shruld be studied. The inhabitants of Ijeliefontein 

,-;rere d1vided into cert ain classes. There was a major class 

distinction betVleen the burghers or registered occupiers, and 

the bYvwners, 'who had no claim to the land. There vTaS a 

high by'\'mner percenta{~e in Leliefontein. rrhis Has due to 

the fect that during no h i storical period has the privilege 

8of bure;e rskap been extended to any ne1-lCOmer. Since 1824, 

the mi s s ionaries had been a'l'Tare of the dan';er of ove::'I-)omla­

tion 2nd a dmi tt ed fev-T ne'dcomers to the i',jission. 9 Only 

registered occupiers ';-Tere a1101:led to vote '::'or theL{2ad which 

Has elect cd annu211y. Voting ,':8S held at the beginnin,"S 0.£ 

each y e ar . \1'TO cOTnor;:Js and six r a a d..rn8:n vrere elected from 

the Lilyfountain 6l8tric-;';. ~~]Joe:; Rivier and Na2.urivi e r 11ere 

repre s ented by O·~.(;. cO'L'poral mi, one r aadrn8l1 r e spectively. 

'rhe Bast er CQ;:G:.1L'1ity :'.-i.,o C2,) serd:; a co rporal and a r aadru 811 

to the me et i ng s i'Th ich 11ere h e ld once a month. Only in 

8 
q).. .. y ,""1:'! "''Y' C!1r a n 1.T'-'C· her~ ' ell.;Ju. :..::> _ \J .... •~. •._ ' .~ .\· h~ l ' .t arJ~T • 

9 J. IJ C81xwenb er g , Leli efont ein , p. 76. 
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exceptional cases did the Raad fail to meet. In 1901 it Has 

recorded: tilt I'Tas found imDossible to hold Ra8,d for several 

months oHing to so many of the Raadsmen being employed as 

scout s durinG the Great Boer 1dar. tI 10 The follovring year 

the pO -:Julation 1,1aS scattered by a raid on Leliefontein by 

General I'lOTi t z I S commando. Some fled to 0 I okiep, others 

into the hills. All facets of I,eliefontein IS l'lay of life 

Here disrupted that year. In 1903 the Raad once again met 

and proclaimed a general harvest to assist the destitute 

people returning to their homes in Leliefontein. ll 

The Raad carried a wide range of functions of Vlhich the 

most irrrportant may briefly be examined. It uas eJJlpo1'lered 

to en:eorce the rules of the station and to raise certain 

12taxes. It 'Has empYvlered to settle disputes amongst the 

people and represent the interests of the inhabit ants in 

the numerous 12Il.d and boundary dis putes 1'1ith neighbouring 

f arm.ers. '1'he hi s tory o f the R 2.2.d is too long to be recounted, 

out an example may suffice to illustrate t h e 1-Jorkings of this 

body. '1'h8 Raad \'Tc~s m'Tare of freQuent disput es vli th neic;hbolIr­

ing f 8.rmers over b0lJ11dari es ~ The problem was made worse 

bec au :'3e IJ eliefontein VI e.8 UllsuTveyed end t h ere were no official 

docu.ment s th e bur:.:;hers could. use 8S definite proofc~'r'·l; the 

land un de r di;spute '\'la s t h eirs. T~le surroIFl:}j.ng farT12 Ys took 

10 r·:i nut es 0 f t he LeJ. ief'on t ein Ra:),d , J an . 1901. 

11 ibid. , J2n. 1903. 

12 'rhcre \"i ::lS 2. t ax of lO s per ye .:rr per per s on t01.[2rds t h e 
sclary of t h e mi ss i oncT,Y, a t QX of 58 f or the mp,int e­
lCl1 ce of t he HeseI've, inclu clin:.; the re~ :.? ir of r o o.(1s , 
da!:1s and 8i2:ricu lturaJ. f a c :Lli t i es , and a t ,'3.x of 4s "De­
yc e.r t o;-TClrOG Gduc :-).t i on . 

http:surroIFl:}j.ng
http:taxes.It
http:Leliefontein.ll
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advanto,ge of this situation and moved their beacons further 

into Leliefontein land. In 1886 there VTere so many land 

disputes, the Raad decided to appoint a committee to define 

the limit s of the la.Yld and guard a 3ainst encro achment. This 

vlaS, hOI'lever, little help. In Oct. 1837 Petrus Links 
farm 

alleged that llr. Jan Stnlder of the "Karagiesfont ein had 

moved his beacons into Leliefontein and i mpounded the cattle 

belonging to the burghers in that area. The Raad apPointed 

a committee to investigate and it vlaS discovered that both 

lIr. Studer's chart and the inst5.tutioris chart sho\\Ted that the 

beacons v[ere in the I'lrong place .13 The Committee request ed 

}1r. Studer to move his beacons back to the origina,l position. 

l.'lr. Studer refused, and the matter ';.ras shelved. 14 This is 

an eXc,~:1 ple of hO'll the reserve lost land. Er. Meissenheimer 

claimed that during his long lifetime the boundaries of the 

institution had, in certain places, moved in as much as four 

to five miles. 15 

Farmers in the aTea hired land from the H.aad. They lle re 

requi l:--ed to pay a monthly sum of money, the amounts va:cying 

in :'1 cord~nce uith the value of the land used. 16 \'/hen 

farrlOI'S u:,'cd the 1211d ,Ti thout the p ermiss i.on of the Haad, they 

vlero 2,:..;l~ cd to ~Hi thdrm·;. In t i me s of drou ght, l:l~en all the 

land vIaS n e 8ded, the R2,a d did not hire l an d out to -Ch8 

13 Ii i nut e s of the Leliefontein Raad, 
J an . 1910. 

Sept. 1837, Oct. 1837 , 

14 C2 - 1888 , p. 11 . 

15 Re co ~L'ded in conversat i on 
Li l yfoun.t ain, 197 5. 

',·.r i.t h }.ir . I( ei s38nh e i mcr , 

16 Iiiim .1_te s of th ,e lie f ont e in Re_2.d, J a'Yl. 189 4. 

http:miles.15
http:shelved.14
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neighbouring f~rmers. 

In carrying out its duties the Raad Has strengthened 

by the religious authority of the missionary. It's authority 

was further enforced by the passing of the Act no 10 of 1870 

in llay of that year. The Act \-las aimea at est ablishing 

rules for the efficient management of comm1l.."Yliti es not subj ect 

V"' R . 1 t· 11t o ~'LUllCl1')cL1. CG"U a lons. The Act ordered that the Rules 

and Regulat ions be drmm up 2nd published. The Leliefontein 

Rules and Regulat ions had already been dravm up and Dublished 

under the authority of the 'Ticket of Occunation'. HO~'Jever, 

the Act of 1810 stat ed that these Rules and Regul at ions were 

to be given the sanction of the Colonial Government. It 

stated that neoDle contravening the Hules and Regulations I'lould 

18be punished by the Resident Hagistrate. The decisions of 

the Leliefontein R2,ad nov! possessed the authority of 181,'1. 

The strong 10 cal admini strat i ve role of the Raad and 

the Hissionary began to \'lane by 1881. The Village HaJ::.age­

ment Act I'JaS promulgated in 1881 which s:gecifically repeated 

the Act 0 f 1810 in "all mat ters in conflict vlith the neVI Act. II 19 

This Act m8rked the end of an autonomous and a strong 10csJ. 

leadership at J~eli.eiontein. 

The Act '\:J~-,!,S similar in ill2ny ways to Act no 10 of 1870. 

Qualifications for memb ership to the E c3TI 2g8111 ent Board ,-[ere 

the s arne. :Soard Hler:lbers and e1ectoT's \'[er e to be I' e~ i stered 

17 fect no. 10 of 1870, "o;";,Y8. 1. 

18 i b id., p a.r a. 2. 

19 Ac t no 29 of 18 S1 , Da r a . I. 
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" occuplers. 20 The times of the meetings , procedure and 

r:;.uties of the Board rem e.ined the same. There were differ­

ences hOi"rever. The Hagistrate, not the ~Iissionary Iv as·.to 

21frame the li s t of reg istered voters . The ma Gistrate, not 

the missionary lIas to preside over the Board of 1'1anagement. 22 

Breaches of the Rule s and Regulations 'Vlere punishable directly 

by the I:ag i strat e, 23 and not, as form erly by the Raad. The 

real difference 1,\[8.8 th at the structure of authority had 

changed. This Act effect ively took the force of authority 

ai'l8Y from the Ra2d and placed it in the hal1d s of the 

I\I agi strat e. Since the Eagistr2te '<las a representative of 

Colonial Government, it c an be stated that this Act ill2Tked 

the incre2se of externa~ intervention in the affairs of the 

Reserve. The repeat of Act no 10 of 18 70 me2l1t the repeat 

of the Rules and Regulat i ons framed ~mder the Act. This 

meant that theor et i cally the mission and the Ha ad had no 

authority to govern the Reser ve. The l:iission c:rie s h ad ho ped 

that b ecause the Act of 188 1 had not repec:J~ed the Ticl~ et of 

Occupation, the Rul e s and Regulations dral'm u p under this 

do cum ent lJere s till valid. Sir J 2T1e3 .::{03e-1nnes of the 

Native J\.ifairs Office r equested l e '32~ o-oinion. liAs the 

institut ion has n ow been in existenc e for, it is believed 

sixty ye ars , and s pecial r efer ence is made to the adm ini s t ra­

tion of i t s affairs by co r porals 8l1 d overs eers, I s h all feel 

20 - "'-~ a 0ibi d. " PG.·J. • 7 . 

21 i b id. , par a . 4. 
22 i b id . , para. 6. 

23 j. bid. , nal' . 21 . 

http:Ivas�.to
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obliged by being informed 'Hhether the conditions of the 

Ticket do not e~e~Dt the Institution from the operation of 

Act no 29 of 1881. ,,24 The Hati ve Affairs J)enart ~13nt themselves 

believed the re:e>"lJlations frcmed Ullder the Ticket OCcu~J2tion 

\'Jere valid,25 but this did not stem the confusion in the 

Reserve as to 'iTho actually held authority. Contr2..ry to the 

l'; at ive affairs delJartment, Rev. Eorley-Crai!l~ton at Lelie 

fontein believed, "As far as I can ascertain this institution 

has not been proclaimed a properly constituted community 

under Act 29 of 1881", 26 hence the Rule s 2nd RegG_lations of 

1870 remained opere.tive. The confusion uas part of a ,'ride 

ranging uncertainty as to I'!hat the governnent pl::.mned to do 

\\Ti th the I·:hole quest ion of Namaqualond l'lission londs. 

At Lilyfountain the misstonary and Raad carrie d on as 

best they could 2nd evhience seems to sup port that in practice 

there 'Has little real ch cmge in the structure of 3uthority.27 

The rep.l difference Has that from 1881 to 1909 the 2.uthori ty 

\'Tielded by the ltaad 'Has not backed by off iCial sanction 

off ic i ally backed and. t h e mis s ionary could c avern by Doral 

force only. liThe missione.rj_es in ch arge of Lelie f ontein fmd 

Komri1a(~as are p:C'o bably t h e mo st to be 'Jiti ed II '.:~,"ot e ();, <"' :.:,1es 

Scul l ey, Civil Co mmi,:s ion cr of N" cn 8.qualan<i ..... "'l'l:ey have 

no nre.ctic8.} authority ••.•• rrhe s1 i {;hte s t ~.tte ~'Jrt mak ing 

24 Se c. fOl" :Native Af fairs _. Sec. of L a '.I Deo3Ttment, 
C0:-; e l'0i'll1 , 5. 4-. 94 • .,. 

25 
tl ec . f or Ile t ive Affa irs - Rev. J. 'l' :-oms on, 20.4-. 9 4 . 

26 
':{. I- rorl ey-CrClJll~ t on, !~o t ~s on t h e GugiJ;e s t c d ':!i thdn :JJ'Ta l 
of t h o ','/esl f3y en J.-lc t h o cli s t ChlJrch , Cap e ;r OEn , 1919 . 9 6 . 

27 
I'J i nu t e s of the Lel i~'font c i n h~ c.ld , J an . 1881 -, J en . 1 90 9. 

http:20.4-.94
http:3uthority.27
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to,'lards progress on their part is met by opposition and 

petty ai'').lloyance. They are expected, soley by moral force to 

control a people, the majority of "Thom are indolent. II 28 

Sculley felt that strong local authority in the r e serves vTaS 

imperative. 

The missionaries protested at the state of affairs 

caused by 12,ck of authoritative control, which tog ethe r ''lith 

det eriorating socio-economic condit ions in the reserves, Has 

leading to conditions of deterioration and chaos. The 

missionary Has required to be a strong man beccmse he vms 

gove:cning by little more than an illusion of pOI,·ler. Tindall 

elaborat ed: IIFormally the people abode by the deci sions of 

the Council, by ,'lhich substEU"ltial justice He,S done, (sic), 

out of le.te severB]. h:-ve brou(;ht them in revievl by an Agent 

in the Nag istrate s Court, and having succeeded, (involved) 

the Co r porals in heavy co sts ••... There has been a dispo Gi­

tion on the part of both Attorney General 2nd the Eag istr2,tes 

to curt ail their pouer a s much 8.8 possible. 

1t01-ring to these leg a l Tlroceedings cu"l.d the ir infavoura ble 

issue the Council and rh s s ionary are held in conteJ'lpt by a 

great :~}art of th e people, and a s pirit of disaff ection, 1 8.\-T­

lessness 2nd resist ance Drevails II. 29 

~:he people viere aH:" re of the mission 2ri es lack of pOHer. 

"The se p eo ple k nOH of our Hant of l eg c..>l pOlTer, the lllen Hould 

say, "your rCcsl11 a t ions do not hold goo d in la'i\JtI 
, t hey knel-J 

28 7-189 6 , p .l2. 

29 H. Tindall , l-T otes on Lel yfountain , un pub ., Ca pe 'l'OIm . 
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that many of these regulat ions under which they I'lere 

governed vlere obsolete. II 30 

Rev. G. Robson explained, "In 1887 the reglllat ions were 

test ed by the court at Garies, and the n2.t i ves got to find 

out th2,t they were absolutely "!IIi thout law and that every­

thing vms done merely by moraJ_ influence the result "I'las the 

Hhole thing collapsed and from that time to this He have had 

nothing but a state of chaos." 31 

rrhe Raad' s inadequacy to deal 'iii th diso bedience can be 

illustrated by the case of Dirk Paul's IIrebellion ll 
• Dirk 

Paul had disobeyed the council 2nd they had a:9pealed to the 

Resident J.Ia8istrate in accordance vIi th Act no 10 of 1870. 

The Resident ?·Ia(;istrate replied that by Act 29 of 1881 the 

Raad had had no right to try Dirk Paul in the first place. 

The legal quest ion that aro se vIas concerned 1iTi th the quest ion 

Hhether the Raad had exceeded it s powers in trying Dirk Paul. 

The problem vIaS unsatisfactorally concluded, and the question, 

hOI'; the Ra2.d to Govern Hi thout authority, remained. 

lIelville was alTaTe of the chQot ic di sorder and economic 

depres :3ion in the reserves and felt that the rules 112.d become 

lL1'lSuit ec1 to the present t ir'leso 32 Eelville placed his emt)hasis 

all th at fact that the Re s erves 'Here too l arg e to be governed 

by one raad. He bl am ed th e commun al sys tem of l&'1d t en.ure 

for nwny of the probl em s encountered in t he re s erves. He 

.SU€':68f3t ed t:lat i n dividual t enure vlOuld me a...Yl the i nt rocluct i.on 

30 A7 - 109 6, p. 12. 

31 ib id ., p. 34. 

3 2 GoO ­ 1890, u.1G. 

http:introclucti.on
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of men of better blood. He did not hOlvever, em ohasize the 

point that much of the confusion in th~t D2It of the reserve 

w'as related to the fact th2.t the raad l'ras not b ack ed by the 

authority of the central gover nment. The Velville renort 

\\Tas not adopt ed, but the urgency of a necess8ry solut ion 

remained. 

The ye ars 1870 to 1896 represented the enfeeblenent of 

the pO\iJers of local administrat ion that had been placed in 

the h8nds of the mission2...ry and Raad since 1825. FOTIlerly 

the reserve had been largely autonomous, cllld isolated. The 

ryears follo1·75.n.; 1881 ffiark8d a st age of increased intervention 

in the affairs of the Reserve, by the Colon5.al Government. 

2. AUTHORI'ry 189 6 TO 191Z;: A REASS3m·1ENT 

By 1896 the situat ion in the reserves had Droved to be 

lml:; en 2bJ~e . 'rh ere 'Has a l ack of administ rat at i ve contro 1, c' ·:ld 

c reat er sup ervi sion '''as needed. 11 'rhere is a general conse:i1­

sus of opinion aJ110ngst the mi ssionaries, past and present, 

th at t h e 8}:if3t ing rules and re ~.;ulations b i nding upon t h es e 

CO ffiillml iti es , hOil{8Ver f itted for former ttmcs, ou, c-~ht to be 

is H10J. ' ;~ 1 ':'iT 11 33rec cwt . - Hhat is \'l811t ed c , ••'~ 

11'he re e~ probl em involved the l and. Leli efontein had 
(Ji s trict. 

the l;est l!.en:ds i"iri :;the ,,'rhi s fe eling 1'.JaS rel cted to sce ~)t ic i s 

J ~l - 1309 , p . Iv. 33 
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about the adequacy of the communal system of land tenure, 

34vrhich vlaS blamed for the retrocression of the res erves. 

It VlaS thought that the land at Leliefontein was too large 

to be managed adeQuately. The dissatisfaction about 

Leliefontein \'I2,S part of a general feeling of dissatisfaction 

about the reserves, both of the state of affairs, inside the 

reserve, and tho se relating t a it s s oci 01 and economic 

relationship outside the reserve. The time had come to 

reasses the situation of the mission stations and reserves in 

Na_maqua~and. 

Some eX81ninat ion had already begun. In 1888 a select 

commi ttee met to llEnquire into and report upon the lands in 

the Division of Namaqualand, set apart for the occupation of 

Natives and oth ers." 35 They reco rrnnended that a report be 

drmm up on the g eneral condition of the reserve occupant s, 

and on the best i:l8Y to deal vlith the l Qnd question. They 

emDhasized the inadequacy of the commun2~ type of land tenure 
~ -

to which they -~; ortly attributed the retrogresston of the 

reserves, 2n d partly to the ""ray the reserve s "Here administer­

ed .36 The r e Has doubt as to vlhether much could be done in 

the VT0.Y of alt ering the system of land t enure, bec ause ch 2....l1.g e 

vlOuld involve the surveying of the 1 2:{ld, 17h ich its i nhaiJ i t an t s 

could not afford. 37 

34 J. S. F arais, 'J'he CaDe C(l l ()u re:~ 
(Johcu::n c s burg , 19 68 ) 1? ' 71. 

Peo nl e 1 65 2-l937 

35 C2 - 1 888 , p. 2. 

36 J . S. Lar a i s, 

37 C2 - 1838, D. 13 . 

http:ch2....l1
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Leliefontein, it "ras reported in the follolnng year,38 

posse ss ed 219 , 000 morg en, VTi th 380 pieces li..Ylder agricultU:Y'al 

cultivation. The Im1d vras divid e d into "linter end sum.rner 

grazinG, of l':hich n e i ther could be t a;.-cen from the -po-pulation: 

"In fact this institution, \v-ere it not for its extent of 

territory, affording summer and I'lin ter grazing, could never 

support its present population as a farming comuunity ." 39 

In 1890 Hel ville submitted his report, under the 

instructions of the Legislative Council of 1838. He stat ed 

that the institutions have just and 1,1ell founde ~:' cla ims to be 

c ont inued end secured in such occupati.on. The real question 

involved the extent of the land and 1.mder vrhat form of tenure 

the land should be held. 40 He f elt that the commun al sy s t em 

of t enure encourag ed the in,."lJ. a bit ant s in habit s of indolence: 

"Possessing the ch8x2cteristics and habits descrj.bed, it is 

not surprising that the pres ent condi tiol1 of the n atives is 

one of st agnation at some of the institutions, <'11d of dis­

tinct retrogression cd-; others~,41 He b e li eved a chcmge in 

the mode of occupat ion "la s essent i al to s ecure d ;:;v e lopmcnt 

~"n d Y"I~ 'O I-.J '"' -,--p e r l'"u. 42 fir s t thi s qUe:3t ion of"': ."J.c,; ...... _ !.oy Hi s pr iority i n 

t h e 1: muaqu3.12nd re s erv es ...;ras n o-(; authority, but l on d i:t~nure. 

Me lvill e f elt t hey were rel ~ted. " If. • . •• 8. c1') N: g 8 0 f 

t enure •.... should t ak e place, it T!lU s t, in my oDinion, be 

38 Gr..1 - 1389 , p. ~.. 
39 i yL d. 

40 G60 - ]" ; ',:0, p. 6 . 
41 ., . 1 

1 O J .\.) • 

4 2 i ~J )~ d • 1 "l . 7. 
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follo D3 d by a cll 811g e in t he mode of a dmi nist er i ng t he secu l ar 

aff8j r s o t tll c Insti tuticns , If 43 that is f OT the a d.mini s tra­

tive sys-ce!..'l cm d Lmd t enur e syst em to 1'!O:rt, all de-r)ondcd on 

the mj.ssion. liThe present systero seems to act Hell only 

'Th ere the re s i d en t missi')n ary, I1ho is all-rays th e presi dent 

o f t he HR aad" or CounCi l , h8,ppens to be a strong cmd judicious 

man, c 2pabl e of e xerting a pO'.-Jerf ul influence for good on the 

members of the Raad a s I':ell a s on the rest of the cO DlJ1unity. II 44 

Belville suggested individu8~ tenure 1'.rith the result of 

the alienation of l and of the Reserve from the inhabitants. 

This meant that by the pro posed right of dis no sa~ of land to 

others n ot belong ing to the institution, eventually the 

institution would cease to exist. Despite protest from 

Tj_nd8~J, Nelville felt that this fact should Itnot be 8~10\'l8d 

to ,,!eigh ag ain s t the advant ages tb e Inst i tution I'rill derive 

from the introduction of nel'[ and better blood by me ans of 

the purchase of land by outsiders." 45 

The I'Ielville nlans were not adopted. The unsatisf actory 

situa t ion in the reserves "TaS onc e ag ain brought up by the 

Civil Commissioner of Naro.aClu8~and, Nr. C. Sculle;Y:'~. He 

felt the missionaries had had a moral influence amongst the 

native population, yet "still I think they are all capable of 

considerable improver:1ent in their mcmagement. If 46 He 

suggested a ye a.rly inspection by the Civil Commissioner. 

43 ibid., p. 8. 

44 ibid. 

45 ibid., p. 8. 

46 Coloni a l Se cret ary - Under Colonj_a~ Secretary, Cape 'rO\'ffi , 

1 5.3.87. 
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Furthermore, he viaS in favour of giving the missionaries 

more power, "for dismissing the lazy." 47 The missionari e s, 

he felt, ,'[ere not to blame for the bad conditions in the 

res erve: III have fOli..Yld these ge~tlemen keenly alive to the 

evils existing amongst their people, but having no legally' 

constitute c;. authority over their flocks they are not able to 

coerce them from their l azy and shiftless habits." 48 A 

remedy would be to provide the missionary or government 

official 'vi th more pouer to enforce rules and payment of 

49taxes, the punishment being exclusion from the reserve. 

The b ad condit ions Here i mpressed lxpon l\:r. Sculley when he 

made a tour of the district for the census of 1891. 50 He 

believed the people required control, and dre"l up a plan for 

a firmer sy s tem of control. The missionaries including Rev. 

Robson of Leliefontein endorsed his P12~.51 Sculley, I'Then 

intervie'i'led j_n 1896 pl e.ced the blame for the bad conditions 

in the reserves on the repeat of Act 10 of 1870 by the 

Vil185e :'~Dn ag eT.i1ent Act: "From 1831 up to the present time 

these 1"li s sj.on st ations have be en left \'Tithout authority. 

There h8.s been no bo dy in exi s t en ce vlhich h as h 8.d the slight­

est pOliTer to direct or ~'Plide the pe onle, or ffi8;: e any 8Tranf;e­

I::ents for the pasturag e of the i r s tock, the cu1tiv8.tion of 

the ground ~ or for building and cmyth ing else ..... " 52. 

47 ibid . 

48 i bid . Coloni al Secretary ­
Cane tr0 1':n , 11 .1 2 • 91 • 

49 i b id. 

50 A7 189 6 , p. 1 5 . 

51 
i bid. ? pr,endix 1"31. 

5 2 i 1)id ., :p o 16 , 

Unde r Co lo:n~.al :38 creta17, 
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He did not blame the land tenure system, as Eelville had 

done; he felt, as did many others that the corre nmal land 

syst em 1laS suited to the nature of the country. 53 

Sculley's plan '..r a s the,t the proceeds of a c eneral rate 

should be devoted to the expenses of the management of the 

locations, the payment of Division2~ Council rates and a 

famine reserve fund. He believed there should be a Board 

of rll anagement "lith the pOller to frame regulat ions. Sculley 

proposed to reinstate local authority in the reserves - he 

felt the Raad should be strengthened and allovl the missionary 

to retain his position as ch a irman. The mission8IY Hould also 

nominate tvw members of the Ra,ad, as Hould the Civil Commission­

er and t'lm 'I·muld be elect ed by the people. This Raad "muld 

be given full pOvlers under the 'Tillage :::'J: snagement Act. 54 He 

summed his proposal up:- "Hy idea is to leave the locations 

a s they are, in as f 8r as t enure Goes, and to put regu_l at ions 

in force ",hich vTill 2>ct like a sieve An d eliminat e the idle 

8_t1_d 1 azy frOB 8lnon[;st t 11em." 55 Sculley's proposals 'I'Tere 

si gnificant b e cause he dreVl attention to the f act that Deny 

of the problems in the re S8:;."'Ve result e d f rom l;:.~ ck of cont rol, 

a rising from the abolition of the rcgul at ions fr2-'1ed under 2nd 

authorized by Act 10 of 1870 Ly the VLl b 6 8 r.1 811. 2Gcment "ict of 

1331. 

The Select Co mmittee on t he Hamaquo~al1d Ei s Bion l ands 

ond re s erves ~'i::J.i ch met in 189 6 called f o r i mnedi 3_te 2>t t ent ioYl 

53 t oid. 

54 i bid., p. 17. 
h ,-­)' i b id. , }) • 20 
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to the problem. The Committ ee suggested tvlO alt ernatives 

one influenced by l-:e lvilJ.e, favouring individual 18nd tenure 56 

and the other influenced by Sculley and the Nar.1aqualand 

I-':issionaries, I1to bring the reserves under 2. strict fonn of 

local government, prescribing the rights of each individual, 

and mE'J{ing strict provisions as regards vagra.'1cy ll. rrhey also 

suge;ested that in the C2se of the latter lit h e res erve for 

the missionE'ry or church might also be marked off and vested 

in the church body by title. 1I 57 

Robson, the missionary at Idlyfountain believed that the 

COl11P.1unal system of land OImership h a d never had a fair trial. 58 

Because of the Village Nanagernent Act it had not been properly 

backed by the Government. He suggested, like Sculley, a 

strong .Board of I,~anagement back by the Government. 

rrhe deterioration at Leliefontein continued. In 1902 

there occurred an event 1'1::' ich paradoxically affectec the 

economy adversley Md strengthen ed the st ature and authority 

of the mi ssionary. Since the older Lilyfountain inhabitants 

are adamcmt that thi s event gave i mpetus to the concept of 

th e ir CO IJ1Il1ul1ity IS ident i ty, it is i m-port 8l1.t thcd it should 

be eX8minec1. 11he event 'iras the Boer raid on IdlyfolL.Yltain 

in 1902. Despite the c OI!1 !)l aints of the Inissionaries about 

their l a ck of control in the ins t i tution, maIly inhahi t 2nts \'Jere 

kno'im for thcil~ loyalty to autho:ci t I , both t he raissioD2ry's 

56 G60 - 1870, iJ.7. 

57 A7 - 1896, p. iii. 

58 i b i d . , p. 55. 
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and t he coloni al :;overnr!lcn t. I n 18 79 100 arme d Leli ef ontein 

volunt eers '\'!C~ re u sed eg cd n3t hostil e Zerana f o r c es on the 

Nort her n bo rder . 59 1'h e :.re asons Ci v en f or Gener ~:a llIan i G 

!·~ aritz' s r 2j.d on 1ilyf0UJlt c:i n are nUlnerous D1d contrctdi cto ry . 

They r aTl<3e fr om t h e f act t hat the 1eliei ont ein inh abit 2llt s 

h ad r emained loyal to t h e Colonial Gov erm!lent 60 to Genera l 

J . . I" . t' l' f d ' l' . 61 It is;lanle ;;a.Tl Z S C_CllTIl o· 1'8a Ing 2. proc __ amat lon . 

pro b 2ble houever th at Hari t z I S CO o !"' ondo vere e aPer to 0 bt 8-in 

the I m"ge Grain sUI1plie s th at Here stored at 1ilyfount a i n . 

Th c commando uas met by Jan Dirk s, in ch arc;e i n the 

miss i on 8.r ~rts 8.bsence at 1ilyfount a i n in Jan. 1902. ·,Iar itz 

inforo8d. him of 3. pro cl olliati.on to be read to t h e :oeo ::;le. 

l':Iari tz claimed that 1if1J-cs h ad armed men l/ho lay ready in 

the garden of the parsonag e , Iv-h ile t h e proclc!1!lat i on 11as to 

62be read. Bctr:'r12.bas Links g athered the men toge-cher in 

antici pation of t he announcement. It \'ms the Boer's 8.8:::>1)"': IP ­

tj_on of authority that angered the people. \'Then the pro cla ­

mation \'1 2.S read Barnabas Links shouted "Vat er recht h et jj_y 

hi er.II 63 Gen. Lari tz shot B. Linl<::s , al'ld this liTaB a sign 

for a general attact . After a skirmish in 1;Thich more 

burghers were shot, the people fled. "They , seeing the5.r 

comrades falling dOlm, fled into their houses, and nOH the 

59 Coloni al Secret ary - Rev. '1'. Tind ell, Cape Tovm, 
26.3.79. 

60 
'.1 . He1'litt - Rev. G. !.'iuttcli CalJe 'l'o \m, 4.2.1902. 

61 G. Eari tz' s papers, Concordia, 1 90 2, Cape TOlm. 

62 i b i d . 

63 l1\1lh at right have you here ~ 11 

http:proclolliati.on
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11 6 4armed men rushed forHa.rd ..... Ultimately the COR~ando 

removed to the surrounding hills at Korenland's Kloof where 

they continued sniping. Reinforcements were sent by Co~nand-

ant Scho eman at Van RhY}',ansdorp to quell the "Rebellion II. 

His reinforcements attacked from the north, Earitz's troops 

from Korenland's Kloof. Eight burghers :b.3 d been killed the 

first d8Y, t1'lenty-t'Ho vrere killed on the second. 66 

The population fled into the hills, some found their 

\v2Y as refugees to Port Holloth, some to 0' okiep. The 

people 'l,vere scattered and the ~jlission closed. Vrnen they 

returned they found thej.r crops gone, their cattle stolen 

and homes burnt. Rev. Locke vrho left 0' okiep for the 

Kam,ie s berg in June 1902 found !Ian empty store vihere a fe\f 

months ag o hu...'1dreds of batss of grain v7ere stored, as well as 

mallY other things useful on such a station as ours in the 

Karnie s berg. . •... It 1'T8.S easily discovered that any-thing that 

vwuld burn h ad been used as iire1'lood, such as gat es, \'lheel­

barr01'l m:1gons, etc." 67 By the end of the year most of the 

refug ees h a d returned, possessing nothing but the clothes 

they stood in. 

There vIaS an acut e problem of hO\1 to feed the people. 

In 1903 a generaJ. h arve st Ha s proclaimed and a genera~ divi­

ston of corn took place. Yet i n spite of severe economic 

64· G. JI a.ri tz' s p ap ers, 1902. 

65 tbid. 

66 ibid. 

67 
Rev. Lo ck e , F i l e no. I). on the Jmg lo - Bo c r 'Har, n.d., Cape 
'1' Oim. . 

http:forHa.rd
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hardship that follo"Hed the ratd, the authority of the 

colonie.l government a'1d the missionaTY increased. Rev.Locke 

\'Jas decorat ed for hi s part in the t olm of 0' ol::i t"P lvhen it vIc,S 

under siege. The Lilyfountain people 11ere proud of the 

achievement s of those 'dho had act ed as scout s and those v1ho' 

had died Here regarded as hero es. 68 

Before Union t h e 10nG-st 2Dding 'oro blem of the reserves 

\-las again brought for\·mrd. li:othin' had been done about the 

recomr21endations of the Select COilllTlittee of 1896. 69 As Union 

grew closer the problems were seen in a wider context. In 

1909 the Cape Parlt81nent passed the "Mtsston st ations and 

COl:ununcd Reserves Act" 70 and the government Has gtven the 

pouer to extend certain provisions of the Act to the Eamaoua­

lend reserves. The Act reserved the ri~ht to gr2l1t title to 

the areas of 1811C1 occupied by the r-itssion Society for church, 

school, resident ial 2....'10. other pllrpo ses and to det ermine the 

societies ri c;hts to g r a zing. The remaining areas of the 

reserve vTere to be dem8,Tcat ed for the use of the burghers, 

vThose righ t s to the lFmd 2S registered burghers 1;1ere to be 

' f ' ,71cert'J. leo.• 11he Bo a rd of Y·1 211E:g ement ,'ms to consist of nine 

meI'10ers, six el e cted by 'I:;h e reg istered occupiers <-:md three' 

a 'Jpoint ed by t h e goven '1 o r , one of -vlhoIll I'Jould be l' ec orru::tended 

by the So ci ety , and t h e Hesid ent lTI8g i s er8t e, c=.m d a g overnment 

, , 

68 A nl aqu e ex i sts in the chu rch ["..t 
in s cribed ' To all t h ose Hl"l o (h e d 
Cl c£IJn di nG their CQiJntr :-'. A li :3t 

Lilyf01mtain . It 
v;l' ilc c Qura:-eonsly 

of :::;Jai n ,urc;l'ler s 

is 

fol lO'.'T8 . 

69 U~ 2G - 1932, 0.5. 

70 A2 00 r- I J J . 

71 i bid . , ') 5- !=) A (t:;.,/ r , n 'l~~'~ _ . ' . ..!... L..o, 
1 

C. 
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offici2~, a superint endent, vlho 1,{hen present vTOuld reside 

72 
as ch 2irman. He \'Tould have a c astine; vote. There 'Here 

provisions regarding nethod of election and tenure of office 

that -vrere simil 2.T to the Village i':ianagement Act of 1881. 

The ri c;hts of the Board of Jl1anagement I·rere sim.ilar to those· 

publi shed in 1881 and the Bo ard of l\'I cnagement "I'laS to leViJ ta."'{es 

from the registered occl'..Yl iers to "defray the cost of the exer­

cise CL."'1d performance of its rights, pO'wers and duties." 73 

Theoretically by this Act the Lis s 10nary lost all secular 

authority. Far from dominating the Council and h aving the 

casting vote, he vias ' empovlered only to nominate one me!Tlber of 

the Village l-Ianagement Board. 

'l'11e Act itT: s imDl:ement ed in 1913 and the react Jon in 

Lell efont eln vl8S imjTIediat e and neg 3.t i ve. The I-li ssionary 

protested at h is loss of influence. "The l a T"l in que st ion, 

althouGh not in itself harmful, touches OUT vlork vi ta.lly and 

its 1)Tovi sions fOT de priving the ~11i ss j_on8x~r of all au t l,ori ty 

over th e secular affaiTs of his p eople ll • 74 

(1'h e inhabit ants led by Corporal Hillem Hi llems i'Jere 

sus pi c ious of th e :Act, they felt it "lms a plan to t s)(e the 

land from t h em . They re sen t ed th e fact th at althou,s:h the. 

Ih ssiona ry Soc'i()"cy did no t 2.gre e , ;ith th e Act, it r12.d done 

littl e to s to n it. 1,Pllen they discovere :: t h 8.t th e 1 eas e s of 

the f arms Hoo rngat and. 'l'lle erivi er en !,Iere to be g Ycmted to t h e 

72 i b id. , Do.r s, 5 (2). 

73 i bid ., "par a 5 (:3). 

74 'I' i nd'11 1 , h o t '2S on Li l yfon nt 2in , n. d. 
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Hissionary Society, they became suspicious of the Church's 

intentions. liThe generci su syicion a s ainst the ne,'r Act as 

an 2.tt8mpt to filch the land from the people extended to 

the church." 7 5 There were differences of opinion as to 

~'lhat areas of land vTere entitled to the church. rrhe Socie'ty 

had claimed the sites of their churches, parsonages and 

schools at Li lyfoull.t a ill , Lhakh 81l1s and S~Joeg Rivier. They 

Also claimed the Bethel Church, the right to use the Kharu 

Kamiesburg Lands and ri ,,,;:hts of grazing and Hater on the Common-

e.g:e:; 0: :~:. . The lJeople vlere 8,gainst the sitos being granted 

to the Church and the Consultative Corm.,iittee "'Tho ,'{ere 

implementing the Act, decided for the people. The 1,\[esleyan 

i'''ii ssionary Society felt it had b een unf2irly treated but VTas 

prepared to accept the situation except "in regard to the 

allocation to the COlJ'n!1unity of church buildings erected by 

the Society, the r8tention of th e 01·mershi'O and control of 

1'1hich it regDrds as absolutely essential to the continuance 

of its opera t i ons :in H8Jl1aqualcmd i'There it h2.S laboured for 

76ne a r ly 100 years". 

In Harch 1914 the Pr ime Iiinister received a deputation 

oo from the VleDl eyan Church "Thich p:rotested against th e grantin.

of t ho buildings to the j_nhab i t en ts. Th e 30 c iety compl a ined 

of the ch are.c t er of the Con o1.1.1t':. ct ve Co:nr.".it tee '\I[h ieh h a d 

rJravm up the s ettl ement. The Pri me Hinist sr promi sed to l ook 

into t he mat ter and decided lIthat the r eRl cause for OJ mplaint 

75 Rev . O. Thomson - Rev. Robson , 20.8 g 1 91 3, CaDe Tmln. 

76 n otes o f 811 int ervi~ ':'! bet ·,le ei.1 Hov. (,} . Hobson nnd Er . 
1'018.1.'1. , H0.t i ve Af:CJir:3 DCIJt . , lO,g . 1 913 . 
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viill be removed if the whole matt er is submitt ed to the 

people concerned so that they may have the opportunity of 

either asso ciat ing themselves Hith, or disassociating 

themselves from the advice given the Consultative COmDittee. 

Finally a deci sion vl2.S arrived at bet Heen burghers and the 

church by which the rights to the buildings and gardens at 

Lilyfountain 1,fere granted, as 118S the church at Kharkams. 

The implementation of the Act did little to ameliorate 

the conditions in Leliefontein. As Sculley had suggested, 

local authority 'Has strengthened, but the church nOli felt that 

the Ra8.d had too much po,·;rer and "12.S incOJlDet ent. They com­

nlained that the vlOrk of the church had been crippled by 

lack of authority, and ill feeling in the implementation of 

the reserve The allDlication of the Hission Stations ando 

Corrununal Re serves Act marked a ne1'l era in Leliefontein. It 

'\'l2S the culminat ion of the missionary I s 10 ss of secular pOITcr. 

It m2.rked the beginnings of direct state interventj_on in the 

Reserves a:..l'ld effect ed the separat ion of the I'letho di st C':1urch 

8lld politics at Leliefontein. 

11he real vleakness of th e Act 'IfaS that it failed to arrest 

the soci a l cmd economic dec2.y. This was partly beyond con trol. 

"Sin ce 1913 ••.•. dark deWS h ave descended upon t h e reserves". 

'There 'i\Tere d roughts c:rn d the copper mine s closed dOl'm. There 

Has 'oove::cty an d a decreE!.s e in sto ck and Clbr::, cul tUTe. "ami n e 

affec t ed the nature 0 f th e people. " An d the le an hungry 

Hot es of ('lil int e r vie"'T be t i1een the Prilr1 e Hin ister and a 
cl(n:mt rrt ion cf the V,Tes1eyan Ch urch , 20.3.1914. 

77 
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years made them apatheti c, and almost indifferent to the 

future." 78 

Thus an increase in local authority had not arrested 

the decay in the reserves. The problem \';cs greater, 

involving the reserves in gro~nng dependence on outside 

resources. 1:1hen these failed, the s=,rste~ collapsed. By 

1914 the poverty of the people was well established. 

UG 26 - 1932 pp. 5 - 6 ~ 
78 
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CHAPTi R IV 

ECOTmny 

1. 

Leliefontein had kno'i'ffi yeaTs of considerable economic 

progress, but by 1870 it Has clear that the economy and 

generc.d J.iVL.'1g condit ions were declining. From a position 

of relative economic and administrative autonomy and self­

sufficiency, the reserve 'i'laS less and less able to support 

and govern itself. Eventually economic self-sufficiency 

Has ir,lpossible and the Reserve became 'i'Tholly dependent on 

the economy of the 'outside ,'/Orld I to sust ain itself. By 

the end of the IJeriod under . study, J.Jeli efontein l'laS tota~ly 

unable to meet the economic needs of its inhabi tcmts. 

11here vlere a nULlber of reasons "Thy Leliefontein bec ame 

less ;:'.'-,d lessself-suffic ient over the years. 'llhe most 

o bvions natura l C2.use 112S drought, cmd the lJ.ncert ain clii11at ic 

conditions in that district. 111 addition Leliefontein be-

CaGle closed in I 2,S f armers settled :oermc"ffi cn tly around t h em. I 

The Nama \'Tere forced to confine t h::; ir nomad.Lc habits to a 

deCinite axe;;;, and des;Jite the rel at ively l aree size of the 

of the re serve, the inevit able re sults of be ing a I closed in I 

p astor-a1 peo 'lle b eg8n to 2,~):pe ar There 'd2.S overponul at ion , 

ov er- !Z'r az i n g 2n d the soil ~';as Ho rJ<.: e d to t h e -:Join t of exhaustion. 

}'-urt l:.er fac t or ::; cont r i 'out ing to IJ8lieion t cin IS g ro 'l'Ting in 2.d8­

auacy \'ras it s aln~o r~ti on into t he economy o f t he di s t ri ct 

http:urtl:.er
http:nomad.Lc
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Sheep shearing at Lilyfountain dirca. 
1912 

outside the reserve. The process followed the classic 

example of detri balizat ion and abso rbtion into the industri al 

and Cl.{Sricultural economy of vlhi te inhabitant s of Namaqu8,land. 

T\'loreover Leliefontein could not participate in the prod11ctive 

resources of Namaqualand as nuch as could be desired since 

the reserve was ha~pered by isolation and lack of communica­

tions such 2S roads. Leliefontein was thus held back in the 

economic progress of the district after copper was discovered. 

In the reserve itself there was stagnation and even retrogression. 

This can be attributed mainly to the fact that the people opted 

more and more for relatively unproductive means of support 

outside the reserve, while within the reserve, they mismanaged 

their productive resources in such a way as to diminish their 

productive potential. These factors account in measure to 

the economic distress that crippled Leliefontein for many years 

and continues to do so. 

Tod"ay Leliefontej_n faces a problem of enormous under­

development and the reasons for this can, in measure be 

traced back to the years under consideration. 

The Nama were traditionally pastoralists reputedly 



Cat tle f a rminG at i ~1 1 L ' -f~ I'CI1 .:oJ'1 S . 

cj_rC2. 1912. 

lOI-mil1C l ':-' TCe lH:rds of c8.ttle. 'fhe peo]!le ·Here s Crltte-ccd, 

in the -;orth \'lest, and r0 2.lJled i ncessantly in sca rch of cra '0in (,;. 

If'fhey l' cm(; cd ui thin the C 02.st.?~ :plaj-n south of the Oranc e Hivcr 

dOvTfl ~s far as the Olifants river." 2 

The E81na in the K2lTIiesberg need both SlX-;>l.er 2J1d Fjnt e r 

gra zinG veld. There \'Tas a small alnoun t 0 f tr8.de in 3uelm 

and :. ica, but mostly the lJruna in the K2rniesbcrc; liveo. on '1jIk, 

meat, 2~d root S I,rhi ch they gathered. The Door :peo Dle n :lied 

on t }~ ese root s to eke out a livinG. 3 

'fhe colonization of the Eorth-l,'lest b~r the Basters and 

Trek"L)OeTS I'Tas a g radual process in the course of I,:hich T;l ~ :ly 

of the Nama lost t h eir lands to the Doers. The j~a ~'!ieGb erg 

Nama ret a i.nec their land, primarily due to P.1issioYl2.ry 

4infll) e :'l ce. 

1 
J. l,e eUHenberg, 1eliefontein Conmunal Reserve, un l)ub .;'" A. 
(hons) thesis (U.C.T., 1 ( 69) p. 3. 

2 ibid., p.4. 

3 Rev. : 0rJey-Cr8~,ton lists three types:- th e raapuintje or, 
in 1: [': ' '''', 'n L'2~e; the teeruintjie or 'ami and the ~ui s - ~l.'· ) i 
(unt r C' n ::,12.tec1 ) • These bulbs 2.re coll ect ed in the s ·'ri nr- . 
l'orle: -: :r 2rm ton slide lecture, Gr8h2f,lstovm, 1915. 

4 vide Ch. I. 

http:P.1issioYl2.ry
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\'lorking at the i ron forGe . 
Lilyfountain circa. 1912. 

The Missionaries attempted to settle the scattered 

groups at JJeliefontein, by introducinG 8{;ricul ture. Barnabas 

Shm'l erected an iron forge, bu:ilt a . plough and s: ' oHed the 

peoDle hOH to plough their lc1l1d and p12nt seeds. 'fhe 12.nd 

vms unused 2nd fertile and the grol'linG of Vlhe 2,t, barl ey 2nd 

rye was successful. I"lost of the nama began to cultivate 

land 2S Hell as maintain their stocks . The mission~ries 

",ere reST)Onsible , therefore for the change in the traditional 

Nama economy . They moved froLl pastoral ferming to ob:e ( 

f D.nning. The l~ aJ:1a beean to pros p er. Tind8l1 use ,~. Lily-

fountain as an exo.nrole of a model mission station. In the 

year s of its ince"9t ion, "the inJ1abi t 811t s '\'Tho h a d once been 

ignor2~nt an6. poor v,rere nOl'; comparatively rich in enli r.:;ht enLoent 

and ec onomy. By 1860 they po ssessed l arge numbers of w2~ons, 

horses 0..110. cattle. All the land ava,ilable 1,!hich can be 

sD2red from the pasturage Here cultivated in 1'lheat and rye." 5 

H. Tindall, 'hlO lectures on Greo.t Namooualanc1, (Cane Tov-.rn, 

1356 ) p. 11. 

5 
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Benj am in Risd8~e reFlc-:.rked "l1hat a change in the face 

of the coun.try, and in the habits of the peo ~ le, since the 

vener2.ble :0arnabas Sh2H first asl:ed leave of the old chief 

Haaimaa}) to cV.l t i vat e corn for his m·m use." 6 

The discovery of copper in Namaqualand had initially 

added to the prosperity of the Leliefontein inhabitants. 

Eigh pr tces i"ere fetched for produce, although as Lelie­

fontein l'laS far from the copper mining areas, it is doubtful 

to llh2,t ext ent it bene fi ttecl on thi s score. On the other 

hand inhabitants made money by transport riding. Lelie­

fontein bec c:u'Ue a cOf'lparatively i·;e althy settlement. Their 

flocks of gOcfGS, sheep and cattle multiplied. In 1855 the 

i~1h2bite.nts paid for a large cmd eX'Jensive church to be 

erected. 7 

Sone inhabitcmts vrorked for the neighbouring farmers, 

but this lIaS only to sup nlement their inco me. It had not 

as yet i~e come a l18cessity, as it did in the l a ter years . 

In 1870 the land Iv 8.S an i'lDort 2nt economic aS8et. The 

i nhabj.t ents delJende o. on the land / or their livelihood, 

vlhether in 8.gricult"L1.re or stock f"'.rming 2nd t he ma ,j orj:ty of 

burghers v[ere both, th ey -pract iced mixe d f e.rn ing. 'rhe land 

i,fa s commun8~ly ovmed by t h e communj.ty, and administered for 

the b enefit of the commun ity by the Raad. Registered 

occrrpiers had t he 1..1.Se of those l a.n ds and their produce as 

B. Risc12~ e , 
- -- ( 

8 c c'1('s 2n l.'3 Ad;rentur cs i n Grc;~t F r,'nacu2.l filld 
(C a':')c TOi'7l1 , 

7 Heth:') clist Cln.u'ch 
47 . 

6 

http:communj.ty
http:8.gricult"L1.re
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long as they cultiv2ted them. Occupants could dispose of 

their land to one another Hi th the consent of the Raad. If 

land 1'/2.S not used for a nu..mber of years, its occupant lost 

the right to his land. Commmsl land tenure had obvious 

dray[backs. "Although e2~ch inhabita..'1t meW have his plot of 

garden ground or s ovring land, it is not his ovm, he uses it 

only on suf:': eran.c e. Should he make im~')rove:nents in the uay 

of openinc up s ~rings or keeping them in a proper state for 

supplying his c8.ttle or his garden v[ith Hater, he cannot 

claim to benefit alone by such or any other imDrovements he 

may make." 9 

AlthouCh individual jni t iative was st ifl ed , the commu­

nal system of land tenure had one overio.ing 8.dventage - it 

prevent ed the alj.enat ion of the l2nd from the Coloured peo :;Jle 

in Lcliefont e in. This 1'701.110. have been the r esult of Granting 

individu al land tenure to the ~)eople. 

The l and of IJelicfontei.'l~ althOUGh mC8Ylt to cO!1lprise 

the best in 11 ana qU8.1 81ld , h3.d really fell n ;·tural adv81lt 3£;es. 
'i·rere 

'There f e'iT 3 ') rin~'s, 2n d :civers r an for a fevl Ilonths of the 

year only. r luch 0 f th e 1 2....'1 d lIa s hj_l1y. :From the hi8h 

Ka.:Yd csber g the l and s looed clol'll to T'ih';erj.vierel1 ;?u d Kh a.rldiaI1s. 

}<'rom Khc ~rkh 2.lll s th e 1 8nd s loped East to the on derveld, I t h e I 

vli nter g r a 2iing land. r:po t he l~orth 1 0,y the dry reGions of 

l'iora n cIll O. t h e desol r:.te I·:oed lJ e rloercn , or' Co ura{;e Lost I. 

In s umme r the t e r!1 !Je r ~J ture at Lilyfount a in i -Ta S e xt r er:l c ly 

hot on d in u inter ~3no \r h a d been knolm to f8.11 and c au se 

H . 'i'ind.e- l l , Not es on 1 :i lTfoun tain, Il'iv at e colle ction, 
Cape To;m , D. 3 . 

9 

http:desolr:.te
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A family outside their home at Lilyfountain Circa. 1912 

distre ss to the people sheltered only by their mat huts. 

The fact that the inhabitant s 't rek' vlith the seasons 

has been di scussed together ,vi th the fact that the Raad 

controlled this seasonal migration. The Raad decBred each 

vlinter, '-,That boundari es '-Jere open for pasturage. This, of 

course deDended on the condition of the veld. Pasturage in 

the onderveld may vary from year to year. In 1887 the Raad 

declared that the cattle must be moved \vi thin the boundari es 

defined. as "East from Naaurivier, vlest from Draaiklip to 
. 10

Grensvoet and Komshoogt ell. The following year there \-las 

more pasturage available from "the dam of Naaurivier, along 

!I'i inutes of Leliefontein Raad, Aug. 1887. 10 



Building a matj ieshuis, Lilyfountain circa. 1912 

the mountain South East of the line towards the Winterveld 

and "lest of the line as far as Kh a :tlKhamshoogte. 1I 11 The 

fo11o"ling year, there was a scar city of Hater at Bethel, 

and the cattle remained in the Summerveld under the care of 

a 'lend l'lagter,.12 Thus the direct ion of the migration vlaS 

dependent on the rainfall and pasturage. 

In "Hinter the community moved en masse from Lilyfotmtain 

to Bethel, missionary, raad, school, school teacher, pu~ils 

and stock. 111obi1ity vlaS easy, the burghers merely packed 

up their 'matjieshuise' and re-erected them at Bethel or 

Kh arkh aIDS • The matj ieshuise "\'fere the traditional homes of 

11 ibid., Aug. 1888. 

12. ibid., Aug. 1889. 

http:l'lagter,.12


\'later Ha s scarce in the drought years. Leliefontein circa. 1912 

the Nr';1 a, sui ted to mobility and heat, but not to cold. 

They I'Jere reed huts constructed on a "lOoden framel,·!Ork. The 

erection of these huts "VIas not haph a zard, it VIas in acco rd2.Ilce 

\-li th s pecific condit ions and t radi t ions. 13 

In the years folloVling 1870 there was a g rovrth of :-;1i g rant 
and 

labour of transport riding for the copper mines. Fo rne r ly 

trans actions had been mostly in kind, but these nevI f act o rs 

brou:7h t into being a introduction of cash economy. 

2. Sm :E ASPECTS OF RURAL DECLINE 

The theme that reoccurs throughout the ye2IS 1870 to 

13 
The first mat is placed round the structure and forms 
the skirt. It is called ori-~harup, the mat above is 
the =ani - ! haruD. The East mat is am-!ap 311d the 
West mat the :gus, the mat on top is the lln-:hcru!1. 

The doorHays tradi t ion ally faced East for the Nama "l-.'or­
shi lJpe r. the ri sing son. l-Iorley-Crampton slide lecture 
1~'I"'_!>.h_~.m C +i"\ t.TY\ , n, c: 
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1913 is det eriorat ion, root ed in economic I!l isfortune and 

changes in the tr2cdi t ional rural economy of the reserve. 

'rhe r easons for the slide from' cO llTo arative' rural pro sperity 

into poverty Dust be eXlliDined. 

The most obvious factor vTaS drought. In an area "lell 

knol'm for its droughts, the latter half of tl-:.e nineteenth 

century and the early part of the t"uentieth century 'i'lit­

nessed a seri es of severe droughts that criD"Olcd the Nama 

econoP.1Y· There v-Tere a series of drou:;hts in the s eventies 

but t he Dost severe occurreJ. in the years 18S1 to 1883. 

The h arvest h2.d been poor in 1881, the dry 1/J e ather had con­

tinued into 1882, R...'1d by the folloiling year, the people 'dere 

destitute, I'lith no h arvest , and except for a fevl emaciated 

oxen, none of the anj.lna1s on "Hhich their existence deDended. 

The fertility of t he lan.d vTaS harmed 8nd mos t of the s~orings 

dried u·o. All the ~oeonle in Namaquctland suffered (luring-. 

these drought years, but th e lmrst suffering Has felt on the 

reserves. 14 

III knolT that the l a st three h arvests h eNe e ith er been 

very indiff erent, very b2,d or total f ailures" 15 "!;Irote the 

CivilCommiss i on er, to t he Secretary of t he relief cOI!1rnittee 

set up in Cap8 TOim, for '~be ~ur ~ o2e of ~118viatinG distress. 

Th e situation on the reserves wa s worsen ed by the 

plic;ht of di Gch :::-TGed l abou rers 111~om t he farme rs VIere un. able 

14 Civil CO IlUi'.i s ion e r - r r. J . .0l1is, £L ~5.83. 

15 j_ b id . 

http:econoP.1Y
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16to em:910y. Fortunately for Le1iefontein the 80vernment 

had recently undert2.ken to build a rood to Hondeklip Bay, 

near the reserve. l1any Ben fOUJld Hork on this road, so that 

in 1883 Barnabas Links st at ed that there Here nOH only some 

eight or ten nen at the Institut ion, that the bulk of them uere 

vlOrking on the road. 17 ' fro the people ,'Iho remained on the 

Reserve esnecially the ag ed and infirT!l, the yesT I.'Ta8 a hard 

one. The Resident Hissionary pleaded for a share in the 

larg e scale corn distribution UIlderta..~en by the Cane G-overn­

ment 8Ild the Relief Committee in Cape frovm. He \Tas granted 

fifty bags of seed on the condit ions that should the folloYling 

harvest be successful "half for every measure received," 18 

should be repa.yed. If the hETvest vlaS a failure, no return 

vlaS e~:l)ected. The inh2.bi tcmts of the reserve 'Here reouested 

to fetch the corn from 0' ol;;:iep, a ,s dr&u[;h t oxen \<Jere so 

sC,~Tce thc.t the COITLlllissj_oner could not provide the tr 2::'lSport. 

In Ju.."1.e the Rev. Goo ch requested another fj_fty bags, but only 

thi :cty uere (jr 3J.1 ted .19 

Rain fell in the 'ilinter mont.l-t.s. of 1884 but the drought 

had left SC3T8 on t he l and. '1'he nUlnber of C8.tt Ie decreased 

and cattle ~,Jere re 3.J1 a ced by small drough t ' an i mals such 281 

g02.ts. In 1 8 60 there h2.d been 2 500 head of cattle. 20 In 

16 ibid. 

17 ihid. 

13 
i bid. 

19 Civi l Commi S8 ioner - Under Colon i aJ_ Secret ary, 
18. s. 33 . 

20 
J . I.; 88111'T8nl)prr;, Leli e ::-'on t e :i n, p . 3 "t. 
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21In 1890 there were 1 400. The small animals nearly 

double o bet I',reen 1860 &'1d 1890. 22 The p~ysical resources 

of the reserve, never stronG' S11.01'led m2Tlred det erioration 

'\'Thich continued into the tHentieth century. 'l'his vIaS 

caused by overGr2~ zing, crop failure and pODulat ion tc;ro,'lth. 23 

The gro1,'ling ine.bi lity to supyort its inhabitant s caused the 

people to look out'l'12Td for ;--:ources of income. It had 8l­

l'laYS been the conl'olaint of the Vlhite faxmers that the re­

serves had not served QS the ~ools of labour they reouired. 

~:he f2.rmers comylained they could only get labour from the 

reserves \'l11en the people Here not 1'Iorl{ing on their olm farms. 

rfhe f 8.rIi1er regarded reserves as a refuge for the indolent. 

Lr. C. Sculley called them insufferable lotos eat ers 1'JhoI 

keep body and soul together by the least 90ssible exertion, 

UJlt il scarcity sends them I'Thining to fermers. fI 24 

The Cape Co ppe r I'lining comyany also cOffiTl18.ined th2.t in 

years of good h arvests they could not recruit as many mel~l bers 

of the r ese rve as they \'fOu~d have lil{e d to. '1'he Company 

offered higher salaries t hon the f armers y et, lithe natlV::;S 

nrefer living tn a thr j_ftless ilYl1 nr ovident conchtiOD on their 

grounds surrounding the di f i 'erent mi s sion stat .L ons." 25 The 

f'arners 1,'le re anxi QUS that the ncct j.ves cont ributo to the 

economy of }IT amaqualond. rrhey i'iere not sl.l.bj ect to mUJ1j.cip a l 

2·,
_..l.. 

i b id. ; G6Q - J 8 90, p. 6. 

22 ' bi d. , p. 3 4. 

23 J . J JC em,,renb erg , Co l our ed C i.ti7I c~8',.~ i n, Tl . 13. 
2t1 

Civi l Cormni ~~ ;8 j_oner - Un ~I.er Colont al d ecre t ,')J~.}r I G.1. 9 2. 
') r'
C) Civil CoomissJoner - C.llon i <.u .3ec:cet aTY, 8.~, . 9 2 
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conditions 2nd therefore paid no local taxes. They ·were 

liable only for house ta.x end even this 1;2.S seldom collected 

as the people ,·rere too ~)oor to pay and o.rr'3ars I'Tere not 

collected bec8.use the "O eop1e sim91y moved a':T8.y. The inhabi­

tants of Leliefontein I'Tere reauired to pay certo.in taxes 

"Tithin the reserve \'lhich 'vrere considered rather as church· 

contribut ions. The :1a8.d levied a s :-1e.ll tax on the inh2.bi­

t ant s to T)ay st ock "rat chers, and reno.ir dams 8.nd see to the 

upkeep of the roads. Unfortunately, these taxes \"Jere some­

times difficult to collect. 

Parmers and government officials blllilled the com...Dunal 

systeTI of lemd tenure for the difficulties experienced by 

the re30rves. A series of gov,:;rtment reDorts revealed this. 

In 1890 1";r. S. Helvill proposed 2. neH system of lar}d ovmer­

ship base d on L"tJ.dividu2.1 tenure, "·lith the right of aliena­

tion to others. Thj. s reY)ort .'Tas not 8.ccept eO. and j.t "!8.S 

SculJ.ey's bill th c.'..t provtded the b2.sis of the Lission Ste.tions 

8.nd Rese:rve Act in 1909. 

iinotl1er dTought strl}ck in 189 5 cmd the dependence of 

t ;i.8 reserJ"e on the e Ttc::::-nal economy for surviv2.1 incr c2.GecL 

There \'las a nlQrked increase j.n migre.t o ry laoour to D..I' eas as 

f ar HI·ray as Cape To~m . Th i s me 2nt a fur the r loss of l abour 

in the Re ser.Je and a lack of investment. 'rhe~~e v·;as cas1"). 

filt eri ne; i nt o the Re s enTe , but it ,·Tas u s e d to buy 1.m nro duc­

tive articles . At t h e t i me of t he co :cme:c boom in t h e 1860' s, 

L"1 a.r1y men from Lily£ounta.in sold their c at t le f or o :x:e~ :£"01' 

tr~spo rt r}. d i n G• Th i:::-:l h2..d prov ed i n j.t isll:r SlJ.cC Gssful , but 

the ox en su ffer ed throu(~h 1 2.0}:: 0 f -P2BtuT a.t; e alon .:; the .i Gu r ney . 

Dventual l y , "['len t h e Ca~e Copper j·:in l nG" Company 's rai lH f)Y \'728 

http:Lily�ounta.in
http:Reser.Je
http:s:-1e.ll
http:certo.in


Poverty at LilyfoLLl1t ain Circa. 1912. 

built from }1uishond to Port Nolloth many transport riders 

"Jere 'Hithout 1;{0 rk. The trans]}ort Tiders at Leliefontein ha.d 

also suffered in the 1860' s when the COID 9any had r eo r can ized 

the tronsport line to Port Nolloth instead of Hondeklip 13ay, 

which was nearer to Leliefontein. Finally there was no 

market for labour ,,,hen the Cape Copper Hining Company \l8.S 

terminated in 1919. 26 

Li quor "Jas a danger to social improvement. The men 

Horking in the mines, the transport riders and farm labourers 

spent a large quantity of their ~ay on alcohol. A canteen 

vTaS established as near the :Reserve as Garies and excessive 

drinking became an unfortunate factor in the social and 

26 
J. H. Smalberger, The History of Carmer I.t:ining in Nama­
qualand (Cape T01m, 1975) p. 83. 
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econom.ic deterioration of the reserve. J • S. l .~ arai s sums 

un the :problem It ••••• until the days of copper, ccnteens 

and contact idth Europe&'ls they (the l'~allla) made 2,ppreciable 

~rogress ul1der the guid2nce of the mission2Tie s. It 27 

Leliefontein vlaS faced "rith problems of economic under.­

development, social problems th2.t Here caused by influences ' 

from outside the reserve 2llcl problems of a rur8l com!.mni ty 

in r:1any i'laYS still i solat eo. The inhabitant s could, not find 

markets for their -produce and yet Here being dl'alm into the 

wider economy of the district. This increased involvement 

l'las dr2.ining the re serve of its rno st import ont resources, 

it s ffi cmpoHer, education and the ITealth s'oent in the tOlms 

inste o.d of productive us e ·Hi thin the rese~c>ve. 

The Boer Hal' caused disturbing factors vrhich Here but 

repetitions of -;;1'.8 factors already at ¥lork. The natural 

assets of the r eserve, cattle, sl1ee:) ,md goat s vrere excha:.n.Ged 

for mon ey and vwc;ons to be us eO. in the vlar. liOn th e sudden 

conclu8~. on of host iIiti es the Jeople I'iere saddled VTi th vlag­

g ons 2nd T:1ules to them no\"! pr2,ctic ally v2.l1:'eless llj,th the 

l~esul -~C'.nt effect of gre2,ter poverty. 11 28 

l'n e Lission Stations 2nd CO J;i:uunal Reserves Act had do...fJ.e 

little to 8Jne lior2,te the c,,'1di tions . Th e r e iTere f u r ther 

drou Ghts 311d the ye8J:' 1913 saH th e re ser ve exhaust ed &'1d the 

n e,t u r a l r eSOUl~ces in a st ;::,te of decline . Th e i n creased 

int er v t:nt i on o f t he ou t s i de u o:cl d. an d the i n clne ased i nvolvement 

27 Fe onl c 16S2 - 1937 

28 
UG 26 - 19~ 2 , p. 5 . 

http:l~esul-~C'.nt
http:econom.ic
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of Leliefontein with the outside economic syst es h 2d proved 

disastrous to the Reserve itself, although in their involvement 

\'li thin the corrL'7'.unities out side the Res8nre, many benefitt ed 

by the education they had received at Leliefontein. 
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COl'~C1USIon 

1'he striJ<.:ing fact 2-bout 1eliefontein in years pre­

ceding 1913 I'ms its initial success end tten its decline. 

The Reserve in the e2.,rly nineteenth century }?ossessed 

rel atively e;ood natural resources, the inhabitC'lnts had 

Dossessed fe,irly la.rge numbers of stock 8.lld had a fair 

eIDovnt of large under cultivation. There 1;v8..8 a firm sys­

tem of control. 

By 1913 there had been a series of misfortunes 8Ild the 

communi ty h3.o. retrogressed into rel :::lt ive poverty. Further­

more, in 1881 the auth ority backing the administrative JIBtc;t:i:'ucture had 

broken dO"l;ill 8l1d betlJeen 1881 and 1913 the aru::d.nistration of 

the Reserve ,las in 2. chaot ic st 8,t e. 

J-. IJe etnrenberg has stated th2,t the ;;:;riod of mission-

a,ry TItle, tho.t is, the -:ieriod 1825-1913, re-lres onted the 

ne2xest the Reserve ever go t to eQuilibrium. l This is not 

entirely correct. 'j' lie 1)ertod of confusion a bout authority 

b e t ·Heen 138 1 end the i onlementat ion in 1913 of the I':ission 

st 2t ions aDd ComI;J.un :~l Re serves Act "Iii t rl essed the end of t h e 

:::L~Gcrve 2S 2- self-contained econO I:li- c end soci oJ. lillit. "ore ­

ov er the :/e 2.rs 1 8 70-1913 s nT the start of a Ch e..11Ge in 

Lcli e:t'on t e in. froD a reI ').tive l y aut ono rlo"Us unit to_ an CU'ea 

l..mde l' the cont!:'ol o f a..YJ. o f f j,ci al of the GovernI.1en-e . By 

1913 t he Ha s.d 'I';O, S o s tensibly subordinat e to the Re ~3ident 
. 1 

c.Tb Ileem-ren b cTg , L81iefont ei!'l CO r..lJlllm :2l Res '?rve ~ 1.ill1')ub " 
) ~ ( -l" on,-. ) i - '"'e"']" ro ( Tj n rj1 l C)ro \ -n -" 57 h4 _J .~_ . l i-4 *:> ' l ~ LI . 1,:) , ~. I>J . J . .. "i _ J I.J ...I) ,j..,JI J O ~ - .J ' . 

1 
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l'I [~{~istr atc , althol1.gh in pra,et t e e t h e mi ::..~s tol12..ry cont i,nue d 

to fill .b i s 1)osition on the E2118g emen t :So ard 1l..."l t il 1 952 ,·rhen 

he \';as 2S~8c1 to vac ate his se at by the Coloure d Affairs 

De partment. To day the Raad is directly suJ)ordino_te to 

·t}'e Coloured A..:ffai r s Dena.rt ment. 

In the sphere of CCOn02::1Y, 1e1i efont e in un deruent a 

chan g e from a relativc::ly self-sufficient cor..nl"l.mity to a 

community llholly de "Jendcnt on out side resource s. The ch emge 

·.-reB froI!l 3n inde'Qendcmt to a :peasc'l1t community. These 

chang es in the structu~ce of t he Reserve have been c aused 

as a reSl.llt of int eract ion \<jj_th the out si de 1wrld, by eith er 

. extending the social and econor.lic b01Lndaries of the Reserve, 

or by the introduction of neu elements into 1eliefontei..Yl. i t-

self • 2 lnt era.ct ion \',ras the "lJl~oduct of a gradual intrusion 

of institutions of the outside "'Torld into the affairs of 

1eli eionteil1: "the develoDment of int eract ion ui th the out­

side world in general through alien institutions such 2.S the 

Church and the schools, has tended also to stL:m12.te :oeo ple 

to further cmd more intense external interaction and encourage 

them to ac"lieve a higher stand2rd of living." 3 Yet this 

interaction 1'128 not necessarily a Hilline;, or even en UXlcon­

scious process. AB Peter Carstens has rem2.rked, pressure 

'Has brought to be?'T on the reserves and they resisted. 4 The 

I-iissi-on Stations and Communal Reserves Act is an exemple of 

2 P. Carstens, The Socicl stTlJ.cture of a 
Reserve \'C2~l'-3 TOI<[(l, 1966) pp. ')3-54. 

CalJe Coloured 

3 i.bid. 

4 ibid. 

http:stL:m12.te
http:1eliefontei..Yl
http:althol1.gh
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this, for altho',Jgh the Act 'vms stronGly op-oosed by the 

burGheTs, they uit~essed its execution in Lelie~~ontein. 

Bventu8,11y the structure that the Act im;o sed upon the 

burghers \'12_S accepted. 

'I'he result s of chcillges in the reserve 2re deeply felt 

by the co I:1IJun i ty, es -oecially the older generation. They 

do not possess the optimisIl and the education of the younger 

people. There is a sense of sadness and defe at. Except 

at h olidays, Leliefont e in is empty of the young 'Deople '\t1ho 

foYT1 the bulk of the mi ST3nt labour exodus from the Reserve. 

This is a drain on the vitality and identity of home life on 

the Reserve, although many of the rem2,ining inhabitaYlts de­

p end on the money sent home to the reserve to survive. 

liThe strength in the lIar bet 1tTe en tradition and chan[';e is in­

clined Cll" ro;f from trad ition by a third fac t or, the gradual 

....") roc8 8S of educat ion an d mi r;:r2,tioll in the be,ttle of 
5 

f OlnD5es . If 

Yet mo st of t hose 21,'T8 Y ex~ress a ncsire to retuT:.n., des ­

pite t h e f2,ct that Leliefontein can o?~'cr litl;l~ in t he \'; 8.y 

of econ omi c resources. The 1 aYld is ove rv!orke d an d ovel~~ 

cro 1"!Cl ed , yet the r.!i{;l' 2.1.'1.t llork ors 2,1 '1·lc..yS r eturn , even to 

G ret ire, t i renty to t h i Tty ye ,J-rs h el1 C8. 

5 

Ee co r d cd i n COIl'iTer s ,3,ti ons I'l ith Rev . 3 . Co omb e 2:l1 G. Hev ~ 
' ''' C1- rY )'7l' C ~r'1"" "']" O c ~- l Cl 7 r- an.CJ ' ,'","0 1 97 (:.r.. I~ . ~ """'L ...... l ~ ..J J 1. ,- ''"' .; , . . , L . __ ,; ) I.). ...L: >:; , • o . 
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The inhabit 2nt s reg ard the lend as t h eirs, and it 

-orovides a s ense of security to those \'l110 eventu2~ly settle 

there. _ There is a sense of identi ty at Leliefontein 

es~")eci8~ly 2IIlong the old :geo~;le. DeGyite 12rge soc ial 

distinctions on the grounds of 1'realth 2.TId education, the 

people have C08i110n ties of belonging to a single race, the 

Coloured Corn.uun i ty, to the r:etho fist Church aJld to :iJelie­

fontein itself. These ' ties have been 17e2kened to a certain 

extent by the mj.Gratory labour pattern because the miGrants 

only retUYD to the reserves for short periods of time. 

The va~ues generat ed by the r'1 et~odi st Church in the 

p eriod of their control l-ave ls,st ed in some cases as the 

traditions of some of the neople. 'These values h8,ve 2ill 

i r:"! port ant modifying effect on the 'day in l]h ich neII i deas are 

acce 'Jted . Thus soci2~ attitudes ar e not only f; enerated by 

the exte rn aJ_ influences moving into the Reserve, but by the 

resources within the reserve itself. ::: e s:") i t e the theoret ical 

loss of secul 2T po'\'Ter, the f!'issio112ry continu ed to Hi eld a 

Gl~e L!.t 6.e.?l of p01'Ter in t h e re s 8Y'veuntil the ninet een fi f ti es. 

His i n f l uence over t h e llaad contj.nues to be consi r:.erable, 3 '"', 0 

doe r; the i i''- 'luence of the chur ch in reli;-; ious aDd soci8~ 

m2t t ers . 

At Lelie f ont e in i n 1817 J elrn 2,ba s Sh all r em2,rkeo., "0 t hi s 

d ark Afric a ~ t his s olit,gI Y l and , thi ;::; l .:md of <1 DJ:'knes s , 

l' at i':-tle and n on -hnnrovement . 117 He did not kn ow it but 

l.~. Shai'T , ouot e d i n J'. "lh i te ;;; i.(le , 
::Ct111") r~ i ':t ' Chu.,-~ch 0 T' ~30u ~h Afl'i C3. 

7 
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his ~ despairing senti:;'.ents f orshadolted the outcoI!le of the 

missionary efi:' or-'c at Lelie f ontein. Subseouent mis3ionaries 

and Rae,d nenbers h2,ve made tremel1dous e i i 'orts to serve 

Le,liefontein . In so~e s nh eres, notably in education aDd 

religion, their efforts have been successful , but in material 

terms their great effort s have not met Idth success . 

!l Grin (Unr~ ,?overty is pre sGnt every"rhere : in housin:.::;, clothing 

a'Yld he2~th, al'ld it is felt to be poverty ".8 l',~issionari es 

lookinp-: at this situation may is sue the sentiments of 

Barn200as Sh2,1;1 . 

() 
u 

J. Lccu'uenberc , in Coloured Citi. ?,cn sll i r , p . 13 . 



Appendix A 

RULES and REGULATIONS 

of the 

KAIUBS BERG 

VlESLEYAN lUSSIONARY INSTITUTION 

1. That the Institution may be so managed as V.Jill best 

promote the temporal and spiritual int erests of the people, 

tyJO Overseers shall be a:9pointed to assist the Resident 

IJlissionary, whose business it shall be to apprise the in­

habitant s of all necessary public \wrks, to superintend 

the affairs of the st at ion generally, and to maintain the 

Rules end Regulations of the Institution. 

2. That the Overseers shall cont inue in office -GIVO years, 

one retiring on the first day of January in each year, 

vThose successor sh8~1 be elected by a majority of votes; 

all the male inhhaitants, above eighteen yeox s of age , being 

a110\-1ed to vote on the occasion. 

3. That six Councilors shall also be chosen on the first 

day of January in each yec"",!.: to assist the Overseers , Elakine 

eic:;llt officers in all, ':::ho, in connexion \'fith th e Resident 

Th ssionary as Chairman , sh 8~1 con sti tu-ce a full and suffi­

ci ent Coun cil for t he mana,,;emen t of th e l n sti tut ion, and 

for t h e settlemen t of <ill disputes cunon g tho peo ple. But 

should anyone be di s sati sfied ~-ri th t he decision of the 

COl.Jn c i l, b e shall be 8.110,,;od to al) 'l eal t o the ResL ient 

r·:agist r a t e of the Di :.; tJ.' i ct. 

4 .. That th e COlmci l sh8~1 me at to t ~Cfu"1 Sact all nec e ssary 

busjness on t ile f irst I',on J ay of ev ery month, or o f t en er i f 
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necessary, and the Overseers shall give due notice of such 

meetinGs to the meTJbers of the Council, and if any member 

of the Council be unable to attend, in consequence of sick­

ness or urgent privat e business, he shall give timely notice 

to the Overseers that they may appoint a proper person to 

act for him. 

N. B. The proceedines of the Council shEdl be recorded, 

and the Chairman vvill see that the necessary Books are 

provided for the purpose. 

5. Any persons wishing to live on the Institution, must 

apply to the Overseers, who shall submit their names to the 

Council for the purpo se of ascert aining its decision as to 

vlhether they are fit and proper persons to be admi tt ed, and 

the said Council shall have the right to receive such per­

sons on trial for a period not exceding tviO years, at the 

expiration o f l;-rhich probationa-cy period, they shall be 

acknol'lledged as residents on the Station and enjoy all its 

privileges a ccordingly. 

6. Every fG}nily residing on the Institution shall attend 

Divi n e iervice on the IJord t s Day, lmless they are herding 

cattle or 0 '!~h8rl,'Jise n ecessarily engaged; but all trading 

and other unlaHful employment G are strictly prohj.'oi ted. 

7 • All children on t h e I n st i tut ion, ~'lbove five yet:1xs of 

ag c, sholl att end the "le ek- day an d Sabb at h S c l~ ools , and no 

paren t shall be a llo vTed to talce a child ~: 'ro ril school Hith out 

t he l) ermi s sion of the teacher, and should any disnnte ari se 

bet l'Ieen t h e paTen t s and the t eacher , t h'3 He s iden t r-hs sionary 

shall dec ide the samv o 

8. 1'0 encour3G8 i n dustry 3IDon G the people 0 f th e In s t i tu~· 

ti on, any o f them de s i r ous of doing s o sh ull be at b. her t y 
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to engage in the service of the neighbouring farmers, but 

before entering into any lent ..thened en(SageElent, they shall 

malce knOlffi their intention to the Ov erseers, 'iTho shall 

report the S2ne to the I'~issionary that he may hcwe the 

oppo-rtunity of giving the parties suitable advice as to the 

nature and period of' their servitude; and in c ase of any­

one lee,ving the station VIi thout permission, or being absent 

more than tl'lO years, it shall be la'wful for the Council to 

lend his corn lands to some other person; but should he 

not return \1ithin five year s he shall forfi t all claim to 

his improvements, I'Ti th the exception of his dl'lelling house, 

should he have one. 

9. That any person desirous of cultivating a garden or 

field shall, upon application to the Councj_l, obtain sui table 

garden ground, or unoccupied arable lend, so far as the 

c apabilities of the Station 1'lill allO\'l, of which a full 

descriptj_on, "Hi th his name, shall be entered in a book kept 

for the purpose; and it shclil thenceforth be considered as 

his property, 3ubj ect to the Rules 2nd Regulations of the 

Station. And should an y person having either field or 

garden v1i::.~h to trcnsfer it to a~lOther person, he shall be 

allo"Hed to do so 3l1.d receive tho value of his i Jrl"'Jrovem'Jnts 

thereon, provided the -pe rson obta~lnin (~ posse s sion of it is a 

resio8nt of the In st itution , ODd a ~}proved by t h e Council. 

10. In cllotting l an d for cultj_vation t he f ollowing rul es 

shall be 0 oserved:- 1. :-G'uur morgen of l211d shall be 

g r3l1 t ed to every El aD "1,,110 hao tl1e me an s of cultivatin g the 

8 3me; and 2, To ~3Uch 88 c 8n cultiv at c more t han f our 

mo r gen any further graYl t lilD.Y be made \'rh i ch the C01.llcil may 

d eem r equ i si t e ~ 
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11. To encourage building on the Station, a building lot 

shall be granted to every applicant on such part of the 

Institution ground as may be available for the purpose 

8.lld the building erected thereon shall be his O"\'ffi personal 

property, as every thing else in his po ssession, excGpt that 

on leavjng the Station he must dispose of it, by sale or 

other1fise, to a resident on the Station, and to no other 

person. And should the ov.rner of the house cmd land die, 

both shall become the property of his l.;ridoH, or 0 ther lml­

ful heir, or heirs, subject to the Rules and Regulations of 

the Institution. 

12. To enable thG children to attend school, and the men 

to engage in service, the C01Ulcil shall hire as many herds­

men as may be necessary to tend the cattlG, cmd horses &c. 

belonging to the community in general, and levy a t ax upon 

all the inha.bi tc:mts, according to the number of their stock, 

for the payment of such hGro.smen. 

13. The Council sholl have povrer to ma].ce all necessary 

arrCU1g ement s for g razing all kinds of sto ck on the la.JJ.ds of 

the I n stitution, and no Tlcrson sh8~1 move from one paxt of 

the s aid lands to another, Hi th his horse s, c a.ttle or sheep 

'lTi thout permiss ion froTll t h e COUlicil.And as it is n eces s ary 

to mal{e s p ecial provision for the mi lch C0 1'7S 811_d dra f t OXGi'l, 

the Council shall decide upon, an d, from t:LLlG to time, 

point out to t h G peo ple t he par ts of the 1 211 c3. s re s erve d for 

th at pu r pose, an d should any ol'mer of sh e e p an d go ats, al10u 

his flock -co iTespas s on t hese res er v ed p art s,) it shall be 

l clJ·rf ul f or t h e Coun c i l to f i n e h i m to t h e vclu e o f on e 

sheep O l~ goat f or tJv ery such off ence; but it !:lu s t be llis­

t i n ct l y lU1 de-cst oo d t h a t t h is 1 3.'1-1 do e8 not a.9l?ly to a Dcr:30n 

http:la.JJ.ds
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having a fel" slaughter sheep or goats I-lith the flocks of 

others. 

14. It being necessary for all the people to move from 

Lily Fountain to Bethel every "Tinter, they shall do so at 

such tine as the COID1cil directs, after the usual plouGhing 

season, and return again to Lily Fountain at such time in 

the s')ring as the Council may think pro 'per to fix for g etting 

in the harvest, and to prevent the destl~ction of the st8nd­

ing crops, the Council shall decide what number and descrip­

tion of stock is to be taken to the Station, as also to ill 8ke 

provision for the r c~ainder of the stock left in the 

onderveld. 

15. To prevent disputes about trespasses in corn fields, 

a pound shall be established on the Station, from October 

to the end of February, and the Council shall appoint a 

pound-Ji'l(?nt er 1 \."ho shall receive all cattle and horses tres­

passjng on corn l ands, making such ch arge per he a d for hts 

trouble as the Council shall 8.pnoint, as also to collect the 

amount fOT daro.ages as may be fixed frorl year to y e ar; but 

should anyon e estimate the clama-::;e done to his corD at a 

h i gher r ate than that fixed 'by the Council, he shall report 

the s ame to the Ov erseers , and they shall value t he dam3E:e 

done, "mel r e nuire the Ol'm, er of the cattle to p ~;y accordin;;ly. 

16. As t he ponds an d IOl.mt ain s re c~uj,:L.'e cle2n i ng, llil. cl the 

d ems r ep a i r ing , it shaJ. l be l al-lful for the Coun cil to c al l 

the people to geth er, to arr8ne;e for t hese ~3 e rviccs when 

necessary , an d to t ax the inh abit ant s Clcc or ding to th e 

nu.mber of s to ck to defray t he expen ~3 e i n cur r e d thereby. 

The s aoe plan shall b e ado pted for maki n2; ro ads on th c l au ds 

o f t he Inst i tuti on. An d shoul d any 0 the y vw rk :L'or tne 
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public benefit be deemed nece E' s a.ry it shall be law'ful for 

the Council to SUT'1;",on the peo ple tO Gether, end select 

parties of men \'lho, from time to time, shall uerform such 

labour uithout any remuneration except their food. 

17. In order to guard the morals of the people, the manu­

facture or vending of spirits, Namaqua beer, or any other 

intoxic 2t ing liquors, on the Inst i tut ion is prohibi ted. 

And if any person belonging to the Institution should be 

foundguilty of making or selling any of the aforesaid 

liquors, or of drinking them to excess, the Council shall 

procure his removal frOl!l the Station by 211 RDplication for 

that end to the Resident i'-I agistrate of the District. 

18. Should any additional Rules and Regulations at any 

time be found necessary, they shall first be compiled by 

the C01L.'1cil, and then submi tte "1 to the next District J.1e et­

ing of 1:!esleyan Linisters for the approvaJ. md sanction. 

By their authority th e se Rules and ReGU.lations have been 

compil eu from the books of the Institution. 

19. It is to be distinctly lmderstood that these Rules 

and Regulations are int en ded soley for the ci\Til ffic:n :-;{;e­

ment of the Institution, ,-'''10. he.ve no bearing Ifr atever u '::JOn' 

the admini s tration of Church discipline. 

20. The :foregoing Hules an d Regu l at ions are in harr;] ony 

with t h e c onditions on 'wh ich t he Inst itut ion l an ds aTe 

settl ed u pon the peo ple, by t h e Colonial Gov elnment, an d 

so mu s t al l future ones" 

21 . So far as t he ci r cumst an c e s of th e 8·t;::,tion c cl l e d 

Hor ap a/gr ee ':'rith t h o se of Li ly f oun t a in , t hes e Rul es a'1d 

Hegul fl.ti,ons shall be Q.T)~)l i c ab J.e t h ereto. 

N . DI '1111e o ffjJ~ er 8 1'111 0 are l1ere c al l ed OVel~SeGrS are th\J 

.:::> .1IDe 88 t hooe "1..-11 0 'Here formcn:'l y dG~:d. ,:llat ed COl'!'Jnralc ", 



CHI'frCfili ~TOTE ON SOURCES 

The study of the history of Hama'lualand is rel atively 

unexDlored and L13.teri8,1 for this field of history is very 

scarce. F01>leVer, r gained much valuable information from 

the anthropolo{;ists 1'lho have '\JOrted in th:'s field. Peter 

Carstens' study of Steinlcopf IIfl'he Social structure of a Cape 

Coloured Reserve" proved helpful 8.8 a parallel study. In 

Leliefont ein itself, Jeff Leeuvlenberg has conduct eO. fairly 

ext ensi'Ie field '\'Ork and ooth his sociaJ_ Anthropology thesis 

on Lelj,efontein and his 8rticle in "Coloured Ci tizeYlsll ip in 

South Africa", edited by ril. iPn isson c:md H. Van. der I'lerue, 

,;Jere helpful. Oral evidence proved as useful to the hist oriaYJ. 

as to the Elllthropolo6;ist, 8.S many events of local history 1Jere 

provided by th e people themseJ~es. 

The L1i ssion documents at Lilyfount ain vlere di s Ct"!,) pointine; 

for l:lOSt mat8 ~cic:.1~Jrior to 1"02 hc).d been burne(~, by the noer 

COIDm2n do. The Haad Hinutes 'Here rno st i n format ive 2110. they 

s upylied the bulk of my historic a l rese arch. '.i.'he i'~ethod .:: st 

n riV2.te collection in ullOs e :9os s e s sion t h e Haad minutes r CI',,":'in, 

nrovi ded. USeilJl, if scatteTed sources o f information in the 

s t1 2.p e of co r res , ond en ce cm d memOT8:r1da aoout lilis s ion a f Lnrs . 

Gel1en~ l'e thod. ist church hi s t ories S2,ve little n evl 

info J'mat ion. AYJ. exce ·otion to th i s r ul e l'laS J. l:fhites ide's 

stu~y volume, "A Hi s to ::cy of the :'le s leyan k ethorJ.:i.st Ch urch of 

south J\.f rj.ca". The nr ob1 8::n co r13t al1tl~T encount el~8d in vicuillg 

Leli efonte i l1 t h r ou gh th e h isto r y o f th e mi s s ions, i're.s t hat the 

n er io cl under s tudy \'i aS n ot t he 1 -00 rml c-.r ' }') e r iod in Church 

h i s-G oyJr. It 1,: 3.8 on tb c e cU'l y ye ar s s o a b l y described by 

http:J\.frj.ca
http:kethorJ.:i.st
http:nriV2.te


Bar-.oabas Sh aw in his "I·~ emorials of South Africa", that the 

reput etion of Leliefont ein rested. Less \'ras knm·m about the 

later period, the neriod of decline. J. 3. He rais deClls 

compet ently, altholl.e;h b2.~iefly, 'Hi th the decline of the 

reserves, in liThe Cape Coloured 1.'eople 1652-1937 ". Unfor­

tun at ely he favours Er. S. I·~elville's r8asons for the decline 

of the reserves rather than vieviing the deterioration of the 

reserves in the light of the evidence provided by the Civil 

Comnissioner, Fr. C. Sculley. 

rrhe groHing concern in Government circles abcx.1 t the 

bad socio-economic conditions of the reserves, provided a 

rich source of inform ation in the form of Reports on R ~; s eTve 

Conditions. The Legis12.tive and Select Committee B. enorts 

provided much IJract ic aJ_ informat ion as i'Jell as a guide to 

Governmental policy_ 

The official correspondence of the r'12g istrat e s and the 

C1vil COIl1Ll ir.;sioner's provided much useful information about 

th e Rese rves in general, but littl e on Leliefontein in 

part j.cul2T. Because of the pr e ssure of time , the sources 

at t he Ca De TO 'im Archives \'le l~e n ot explored as fully as they 

migh t have b e en. Th ere is mu ch future rese 2.l~ch to be clone 

in this a~art er . 

To SD..ll U D, I h ad cre'l.t di ffj. c1).lty in f inding materi al ] 

partly bec au s e aucn o f it h2.s been dest l 'oyed or l o st, and 

p art ly be c aus e histor i c inouiry i nt o Hanaqual and :md the 

Coloured re serves has been 8xt r en ely rJea~r8 . :·ut the 

evi denc e t hat did co me to light, o f t en nr ovided excitin~ 

i nsi Ghts i n t o '[;he 1 0caJ. history o f Leli cfont ein. 
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i"~ r. -S. r: elville, Second Assist ant 
Surveyor-General " 30.6.1890 

C~nsus of the Colony of the Cane of Good Hope, 1891 
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Scholtz, P.L. 	 pi e Historiese Ont1Jiklceling van die 
Onder-Olifap.t s Rivier, A.Y.B, vol. 2, 
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