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1T ROTUCTION

-Hhile the Question of {he class nature of the State and various
aspccts’of its r8le has been the subject of intense and vitriolig debate,
?; ."the arca of the 'repressive state apparatuses' in general ard the military
;f | and police in particular has been relatively unchartered by Western
Marxists., The *classical' Marxist writers gave the subject its due
importance, but more recently it has been virtually ignored. Tne library
shelves are fuil of works on the Kilitary By bourgeois sociologists and

Apolitical geientists, but generally Mar;ists have avoided {the area,
preferring qg{giggmiliar pas?g?egf 7

South Africa is no exception in this regard. Hundreds of books,
h J
articles, papers, and theses have been written from within an historical
materialist paradigm, providing a formidabdble and wide ranging volume of

work. But for the most part questions relating {o the military_ and

militarisation have been skirted around. With a war raging in Yamibia,

Ty

the S.A.D.F's attempts to destabilise the Southern African region, the

military‘ dimension of the conflict in South Africa increasing in signifi--

J—

D

cance ard with the military having assumed a place in many respects as th

v

domirant state apparatus, this gap is almcst inexplicatle, Qver the la

4]

B e eiranlish e S

two years, however, a few articles, pzpers and dissertations have been

£

& . . ! .

T writtenvhich have begun to redress this balance and have added to ike

4 N _ . (1)

: empirical ard theoretical understanding of the area.

v, ' This dissertation deals wiith the question of the wilitarisation of

3

:

§ education in South Africa. In Althusterian terms it concerns the relation

between a repressive state apparatus and an ideolegical state apparatus.

e

‘These terms, however, are not conpletely adegquate, for a nunber of reascns

Vampp

vhich will not be gone into here. igl . The rdle of the educational

apparatus is not purely concerned with deceminating the dominant ideoloegy
A

A me T NP

while the reprezsive sta%te apparatuses such as the military also have an
importart ideological 1dle. These terms are therefere uzed loouely ard

i
i
|
|
i

. N RV .
- desgriptively here, '
L R R R E—————TETT  H—-—-.
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‘ The focus of this dissertation is confined within definite limits.
The prime area of concern is the changing rdle of the military in South Africe

i Society, andl from the basis of the understanding outlincd in Chapter 1, it

(%)

f} ‘looks at the military's interaction with the formal education system in terus

{r £of a series of practices which have emerged or been developed since the

- mid-T70's. The educational apparatus itself is therefore the secondary
area of concern and is examined only in respect to the military's réle in it.
A number of areaé are therefore ignored. For ex%mple, the question of the
ideological rdle of the education system ;n the military is not considered.
Yet the fact that every member of the S.A.D.F. spends a nﬁmber of years going
through the South African schéoling system and perhaps higher education &3
well, obviously has imporiant effects on the‘military in a number of ways.vl
Hoﬁever, even if it were possible to analyse these effects in any concrete
way, it would make the area of rescarch far too broad.

L What is being considered therefore is the direct rdle of ihe S.A.D.F.

3 in black education, white university education and white schooling. In

‘ each of these areas the S.A.D.F's role varies comsiderably and is rnot limited

to an ideological influence. From within the understarding of the military

AT T - e

and the state outlined in Chapter I the kinds of questicns asked are:

4

What afe the functions of the military in each of these areas?

“ECTIMERPR

¥hy is the military involved in these ways?

JEeTys

How are there forms of involvement quanitatively and gqualitatively changing?

¥ What effects do these activities have on the education system?
E

é What effects do they have on the students concerned?

£ . .

i How have students and educational auvthorities responded?

¥

Nhat are the broader political implications of these developments?

R e

Although some of the empirical material used comes from viriually

uncontravertible, or at least very recliable sources, other information i¢

ot

drawn from areas very much opan to dispute such as interviews, discussions

i : . vﬂnd press ¢lippings, Thug opinicns iven are often of an impresaionisti

i o - mbure /. L......
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nature. It must also be siressed that the material used probably only
: - represents the ‘tip of the iceberg’'.
Finally, discretion hag been used with footnoting the names of those

with whom interviews or discussions were had,

CHAPTER I.

The State, the Military and Educztion in South Africa.

1.1. INTRODUCTION

¢ The last five or more years have seen the emergence of the military as
. -

7 the domirant repressive state apparatus in South Africa. This haz

— e

entailed the rapid growth of Defence Budgets, the growth of Armscor azd

e e

a war economy, the extension of conscription for whites and the in-

creasing incorporation of blacks into the military. It has seer the

T

escalation of the war in Namibia, an expanded S.A.D.F. opesratioral

4 . presence within South Africa's borders and an expanded S,A.D.F. presenze

PR e

outside of the South African ard Namibian borders through attempis to

destabilise other countries in Southern Africa.

The S.A.D.F. has also played a seminal rd8le in shifting the dominant

ideological discourse through its articulation of the total onslaught/
total strategy couplet. This has entailed the Aevelopment of a 'war
151duasis' through the greater military presence in radio, T.V., adver-
tising, newépapers and other areas of the media. It has also led
to the penetration of the military into various areas of the education
systenm. In white schools this has involved an expansicn of the
cadet system, and an S.A.D.FP. presence in the Veld School, Guidance
and Youth Pfepnredness programmes. In black schools, through iis

Civic Action Programme the S.A.D.F's rdle can be seen through the

energence ol Youth Camps, military visits and displays at schools,

holiday/ceueese

; i o .
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