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The Tield of study beleos {9 vbat of Soutl. African weucfacvuring
industcy in the period fiom the Secord World Var to the end of the
nineteen. sixtics, In relacvion to piecedingy develupmenta, this peciod

wvz unint+. 1lla: least two (ESeE:lit In rhi fii:st ol.:l tlc matd?{(

o th! (ms ad domirznt tndpnclts withl-. flanufalLtdrg illkPd u
digtinect bienlr from the ve-war ,uwriocd. Scnondly, thare vas & qualitatiwv
d<InZe in i 1. ii;nitic;IJ(a 4 inancllacturjng lndustty d# il ir.ttn.-;]:.ii.:Jan
will te FeOnlff Ao 'l whtlle

This thenls exanines Lthe cvauvses, Lorms and lmmilocaticus of Che soeetfle
dvrdoptlen\'&  in fil'lnuzs;cturing Ind Istry dwiing a ci-finilc  pGdaxd,,n]

Ihu ihe d!st;m.:tlve chara.cter o the 111z ad nmyllm nf ae Oplsmmt
of dlallgng wund .i:ltagen-Jstic s.ici.l 1, elition.

owPTEE Of mgus ttlt considl.atior. uf an oco-Hiomic Gl wahil, ny
Jrizial forn,2Licn, nmoluljs the 2dGpth-n of e tlifyLlg thao:y Tiis
dfines thP npiture of the problr,s that mo/ be posed Md su2,e;ts th
mode of approaching the apswers to relevaat gquesticnsz. Through a
c:.-itlqu of various vrite:"'s an nuth AL:ic?,, the 1t signHicn'k
theoretical tr;sue3 ale conf:-unlecL Ii, t-iS way, the appolch t1& fs
ukEd In t\:ls thc:is ¥k cl'l.rified 111j devlloied 1be maur aapci: of
this apg<lach revolvLeli axaund a theorclica.l position axc moge of analysis
tht enablec contradictoiy sGcial relations of productio to be con-
ceptuajJisPd as the bncls on hich the varied forms of social exist2nce

are pl-Qdicated.

APk TWO argues that analysl:. of the concrete formmat lon dequ s
prior c.cnsideration of thE ir.ternational framework, a t'e unwost
genenll context" for the development of ,:apitalist sol;ial relations.
The flrt sg=flcen nf th dfplr attempts to ame to tidms with h
effect!i cf the wold (Gaary on the "internil" forms of developmPnt
within a partic.ul.ar socizl fo fll2tion. This relaticnshi.p is app-oaded
through s;uriveying a nmumber of I'cent discussions o the CfiWston of
imperialism. The l!econd part of the ch]pter attempls a pe iodisaticn
of imperialism in tP. pre$ent phase, showing the new forss of inter-
nationaii.'latic of capital and of capitalist relal::L.ons. While there- :s
o empHsis an the rew fooms of subordinalizlon of the p:lphecal f{):tcation

it is stessed that it is the conditions within ech forwtion th£t



iemen deteiminant both of :its piace 1nthin the imp.t lis- ad:1
ad of the spi:ciric pgh of 1tarH ticevelopm nt.

CHAPPTEH 1HRE, foll,silllg o f-or, tite ciinalyds o ir.ipenali-YJ, uc:s
at th precise forir. of :cocal. relatio11s in Sd+4 Africa:£ carly

capitalist dcelopmnt, froLl the discovpry & gold to the beginnngs
of the Soooid Word War.  Thtrc is rclticular _ x..ferer,ce ¥ te

emeglinc of a manubedu1-1r6 lieCtor udk-r t- -imeu _given by

q.é-fi(-jnaul Capita-\ﬁi__._t‘_f(zl'.'d,s. 1'he c.onctctiitilon o: ilay:H in thi,;
Cha[:')'te_r is craei.i.l for an umjcr...tatding of the limits ad cr.r.tra-
dictionr cf tie chapging forms in the w-r and post-wpar exs . The
outcollcs of 1:Hugge eHelatcld by thre particular for1s o the
precedine period, dcfine<l 1 part rlar of the Gualitati\'e il-U:xs cf th.

post-vrn: phase.

HAPTER AR mde to td mA1 til,;k of L thebis. analy.sis of concxete
dhelopt=ents in natl.ifactl.ling Industly #im 931 o 1989, Tie chlpler
estal Usi1£-S tre dominant tndencles in tliis pedod s th &AL of

t H c.onsolidtition ald etrcnhmert o moxa=ly c.epltel. The deemnliirL
forms ax -ffec.ts in a numMr of are:. axr examincd, in E-Liclibr e
fams. of onme= shie ad tiontrol, wr hiO'ogical dee bpllet, fimac ial
structure, foreign involve;.int ad sB<: eoconomic intrvent.iun:;. The
various indices utilised, ad the set of partial ad tentative con-

clusic,ns daom enable a focus o th:! effects of various ijooesses en ih

clases of capital.

HAPTSH AME  conctudes the tiiss1:rtation by cxaminirg the limitations ;d

contradictions of the prcesses of derendent industrialis tion in South
Africa, This involves corin tu terms with the primary cont1-adiction£

in the soc.icl forntion ad the precise folTis of CP.pitalist relations.
The appe2rance &E disjunctures ad Ihhcaks W speci[c site5 of tlie
formation, i!. discussed ad a alyzcd. It s suggested titt the aoalescence
of such contradictions in the form of c.apitalist crisis, is a co tinual
threat under the brittle coditiO11s of a peripheral form<lton suh as
South Africa. The focus, horeer, remafns a1 e sp cifi olly econcildc
fooms of cnntradictior, ad conflict.

It is clear that ureos rOblems rmlin unresolveu. In the first place,
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'‘the fcicun bd0sl  is coonow:C ad thus part,b1l in rlation to the i:oci.]
k1011 as a whole. Tle cot,centration dn rl:lnut2curin2 .ndustry as
med ,, ae site of dGvdpmats in th economy, undursorcs this limi-
tatinn. As ae example of Ul!'satisfai:tory allalysis even IJ"tiiln tncl
lirnitatic,ns, haweva, 1 could cit the 1 ap" that p-d:its b"ween the
use cf htghl, abtact eoncepts ad th ore concele ad <lescri tive
;;otions In f{  moe ernpilic;, ] s<ldullc o liis thesis, 14y of the
latter u,tion;, hev a; the sitP. of their einrllc the fields d
bouigeols economic science. While such cateisories may be of vc:lidity 1
a particular 1".istol"'lcal conttxt:;, thPir. ur-cril:k;;l use is nbv:..ously

not helpf:.1. At the sare time, they have mo dir:ect reli:ition t= the
ab$tri=tct collC'epts - for exinple, 1pr'.fe" a wcdpital intnsity a«, L
tenr.s of which may indice:; 2re fdagtl ; have mo immlldiate re:letio:l to
such nniteits 2s 1vllue!! ar :-organic corapo:ition of capital. Thu!.

a definite 1gnp" c;il;t s in the dissE: '-tdtiol This is a rc;ult of the
mure. s unresnlved issues In th.ory as yell EssdeEiclenr:sis in ny

owl: kncwiecge. b,Jth of genral theoi;Uc.al que.tions ad uf the concrec,!
sc=il formaLicn. The identlficalon ad critique of such inadequacies,

Is the proces:. chal !lows tne udvan:enient of knowledge,

Ti relaticn to analysis by other writers of South African mnan.ifa;:turing
industry, I helive tha: liltle oud be selved by drawln, ul;
diffrrince!'l with my owmn Jppgopd aid emphnsis.  Ir Ihe first pl;c,
surpLisingly little Hn Sotth Afr.lca haG beel written with an expUca
fccus an mam.1fa;turing an! t1 ry Imowledge only ae that attempts a
broad sweeu of deve loptnentr. in the riystwar arec (Kaplan. thesis; sef
Lmlriw).

A\t the most general levP., de first {(hapter clarifies nmy owllapproach.
As should bd c.lear, differences with bourgtlois .aitEn:s involve a wide
gulf in terms of basic as\Imlf ions ad methodo) agy thriu[\h which
glJestions are posed 1Ird analyc.i.s puiissued. Writers with vom there £

a messvie of general agreemEnt, such & Davies (1978) a Clarke (1978),
offer hawewer emy little in the way of a wider analysis of manufacturing
imlelstry. In this regard, thefr wak is ithr too general ad highly
abstract ar too partial ad dE:tailcd. To contrast their. -ark with tht
analysis beluw -,0uld tzls invol-c inor nit-r,icking over s:nall points,
whatever tneir maoe gneral significance. For example, it appeas

to me that Davies Ltys too muh emphasis an te inflbw of forrign
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capital 4 a flctoi mitlgatil,;; hlocka e" to th2 turllOrer of ci<pital
t1975: 5). One saidi1 holgil: 1+ 0 may wider qu!5tions; aeaut iranl-
facLuzir3 industry regi™n tk.t the GCraile is of dubioti- valua. 'Ic
adopt sucb an approach woui] invetlve a long, detailed ald boring
;oroccs of poi f--hy-pnint  comparisul, \)idl = variety cf w::itets, 1jo in
ay caze ;tould prob'lble rega-d their. iorll11ljlatiols cls ImthcrisOd ar.
ucke .. lor tl

Tr ae writer !Thl has made nol, thal a fiw preliminary Jem;ds w;
postwill"  u:cnufecttiring inckstre i Kaplan (2 Kapllln, thPciis: Cl"'nplers
8 to 10). He plandd4sS whit [ consider ;1 Nleal=Hig ad veluab 1f)
i;tartin eep(.i, 1t I do however: have Ct:xtain Jifficultie:;with hi e,0:1.
Mv nbjection to orper:its of the Pcliant2:ear;, pprorch may be tosnd Jr
(haplt- One, in partlcuL:ir ihc foein m so-callteci ,,icondary
cont:radicUcn&. On 1A other:r hnnd, Kaplan lays tCli Httle su-css +in
patkub,.1: forms gld their. "institl,1ltianal'l location ad f', ffects.
Thus, ft appeals a lit:tle relevance lo him ;hEther incorpor.ition into
the world BEeoyony oadau- througl, s legally-c,-.nstii.:ute] international
economic npparatus 9uh a GAIT a thro'Jgh tH! cor.por.,te fon:i of the
multi-na":irnnl Gempay~ By contrast, the r al effect of tfle concrete
f anrs ad thE:@ir Il0G1U an within tlle structuce of the social forrnJtion

and the ird:err.national emnomy @ is continuaU.y stressE:i<l belo-,1.

I d not think tbat too nmudh ought to be In3de of such disagreernEnts at
this point. It is unlikely that Kaplan himself ses his haptrrs es
beinr, in ny Vvlay conclusive. May of the ::-elevant problem in his
wok ; certainly stem from the highly gentll ad abstrai:t level at whith
he approaches the question of post,.lar manuf<!ct]ring tndust:i:y. Ho"ever,
it ras not his main object of enquiry; and, despite th:is, in may plaC<!S
the wok b€low nmey be seen as clarifying, CYtending ad cievelopi],g sore

of bis initial formulations.

This thesis is offered as a contr.ibution in a highly under-re8eached
field. 1 have attempted to concretiEe analysis o as lo canp to terms
with sam2 of the moe important processes in past-war South Africcl ad

in manufacturing industry in particular. This should encourage discussion
at a level rich in determinationE. 1f this thesis stimulates such a

debate, it ill hawe served its purpose.
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