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Humarn population growth is rated by both professional ecologists and business leaders as the most serious
environmental issue facing South Africa. Other issues which emerged as very important are water availability,
soil erosion, rural development, urbanization, desertification, and distribution of weaith. However, education,
job creation, housing and heaith and weifare are regarded by both groups to be more pressing issues facing
South Africa at present. as well as in the foreseeable future. Nevertheless, both groups beiieve that
environmental conservation should be receiving greater funding from the state, particularty at the expense of
defence spending, the costs of ‘apartheid’, and perceived bureaucratic excesses. The overriding impression
from these resuits is that both professional ecologists and business leaders agree that the key issues facing
environmental conservation are of a social, economic and political nature. Whereas the professional
ecologists would like to see the Department of Environment Affairs have the power to override the decisions
of other government departments. the business leaders do not favour it having such a veto vote.

Bevalkingsgroet ward deur beide professionele ekoloé en sakeleiers beskou as die emstigste omgewings- -

kwessie wat Suid-Afrika in die gesig staar. Ander kwessies wat baie belangnk blyk te wees. is
waterceskikbaarnerd. gronderosie. landelike ontwikkeling, verstedeliking, en verdeling van rykdom. Die
vraagstukke rondom onderwys. werkskepping. benuising en gesondheid en welsyn wat Suid-Afrika tans en in
die afsientare toekoms in die gesig staar. word egter deur Deide groepe as dringender beskou. Nagtans gio
aiber groepe dat omgewingstewaring meer fondse van die staat behoort te ontvang. veral ten koste van
verdedigingsuitgawes. die koste van ‘aparthe:d’ en burokratiese cordaad. Die corneersenge indruk var
hierdie bevindinge is dat professionele ekoloé sowel as sakeleiers saamstem dat die sleutelkwessie wat
omgewingsbewaaring in die gesig staar. van 'n sosiale. ekonomiese en politieke aard is. Terwyl die
professionele ekoloé. sou wou hé dat die Department van Omgewingsake die mag moet hé om besluite van
ander staatsdepartemente op te hef, glo sakeleiers nie dat dié departement so 'n veto-mag behaoart te hé nie.
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Introduction

Perception of environmental issues in South Africa was
one of the fodt in a wide-ranging survey of business
leaders” and professional ccologists” attitudes toward
conservation and development in South Africa (Preston.
in press: Preston. Fugale & Siegfried (a)=(c). in press).
The aim was to ascertain what these two important
groups perceive to be the critical environmental issues.
and how serious these issues are relative to social.
tconomic and political concerns in South Africa. The
respondents” scenarios of the future trade-off options
between the issues were abso sought. as were therr
Aitudes on the government's apportioning of resources
0 environmental issues.

The views ol professional ecologists are important
because they are specialists trained to evaluate aspects of
Svironmental change. while the business leaders’ views
are important because they are particularly influential in
d‘rccting development options in South Africa. Factual

Mowledye of the attitudes of these twa groups should
facilitate” the search for common ground between
©onservation and development in South Africa.

The hypothesis tested in this study was that there are
significant differences between the protessional ecolo-
gists” and business leaders” attitudes toward aspects of
conservation and development. Secondary hypotheses
were that certain biographical variables are the signifi-
cant determinants of differences within each group (e.g.
‘applied” versus ‘research’ ecologists: business leaders
from ‘primary impact’ versus Csecondary impact
businesses).

Conclusions

Both professional ecologists und business leaders believe
that population growth has reached a critical stage —
that only the immediate resolution of the problems
associated with this issue will stave off fundam'enlal‘
irreversible consequences for South Africa. Other issues
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