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1. M. Foucault, The Order of Things: An Archaeology of the Human Sciences (London: Routledge, 1970).

Abstract

This article interrogates relationships within and between oral history narratives 
and how such constructions affect the reading/analysis of both individual 

other narratives within that collection. It is also of particular interest to explore 

collections grow. 

Keywords: oral history; audio-visual archive; archival collections; collective 

Frameworks for Audio-Visual Archival Collections

The
Order of Things,1
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RENATE MEYER210

Manual of Archival 
Description (Aldershot: Gower, 2000); V. Walch, ed., Standards for Archival Description: A Handbook,

Audiovisual Archiving; Philosophy and 
Principles Audio Visual Archives: A Practical Reader (Paris: 

resources (www.clir.org (www.archivists.org); International Association of 
Sound and Audiovisual Archives (www.iasa-web.org).

3.  S. Muller, J. Feith, R. Fruin, eds, Manual for the Arrangement and Description of Archives

4.  K. Bradley, Guidelines for the Production and Preservation of Digital Audio Objects (Johannesburg: IASA, 
2004).

constructions within audio-visual archival collections. The question then is how and what is that 

structure.

For instance, individual narratives and the collections they exist within are affected by additions 

happens.

Topological Structures

are countless archival texts,2 including Muller, Feith and Fruin’s Manual for the Arrangement 
and Description of Archives3 Guidelines for the Production and 
Preservation of Digital Audio Objects,4

over years,5
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211

Representations

7. Ibid., 12.
8.  Ibid

practice

is our responsibility to bring into consciousness’6

lieux de memoire, suggesting that 

repercussions of such a suggestion, I do choose to relate the notion to such occasions that occur 

create. Nora suggests that it is ‘this very push and pull that produces lieux de memoire

…’.7

8
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RENATE MEYER212

that which was original (with archival access copies, digitisation and so on) are all physically 

Using the Centre for Popular Memory as a Case Study

archive.

citizens leaving the country)9

(ToP).10

11

stable category.
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213

The Cambridge Survey of World Migration
University Press, 1995); P. Harries, Work, Culture and Identity: Migrant Labourers in Mozambique and 
South Africa c 1860–1910 On Borders: Perspectives on 
International Migration in Southern Africa (Ontario: St Martin’s Press, 2000). 

12 On the local level, South Africa has a double wave of 

 13 and this was 

While the scope of this paper does not try to explain or expand on the vast and varied 
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RENATE MEYER214

Constructing and Sharing 
Memory: Community Informatics, Identity and Empowerment
2007).

The Journal of American 
History

16. Ibid., 582.
17.  Ibid

nostalgia exacerbated by old age and by the personal bias of both interviewee and interviewer.

20.  A. Portelli, The Death of Luigi Trastulli and Other Stories: Form and Meaning in Oral History (Albany:

21.  L. Passerini, Fascism in Popular Memory: The Cultural Experience of the Turin Working Class

The Myths We Live By (London: Routledge, 1990).

14

Oral History and the Practice of Archiving

15

recorded’.16

meanings
17

to answer to the best of their recall18

no longer being expected to be a transparent carrier of History, so too the oral historian (and the 

19

Over the last 25 years, a variety of differing approaches have surfaced in which fears around 
Death

of Luigi Trastulli’,20

21

22 23
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215

to oral history. Many other disciplines such as psychology and sociology add huge value to such discussions. 
Even anthropological perspectives on the exploration of the individual in the group, assisted in reassessing 
preconceptions of how such ‘loose organisations’ are structured.

The Myths 
We Live By

interviewee.

27. Ibid., 13.
28. Ibid., 16.
29. Ibid.
30. Ibid., 19. 

of such traces.24

25

and yet individual.26 Much has been written around these relationships between the natures 

collective and the individual, and addressing itself to various groupings and interactions.

27

28

29 This then extends to the archive.

as with lieux,

30
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RENATE MEYER216

31.  R. Meyer and F. Swanson, eds, Testimonies of Passage: Congolese and Nigerian Migration and Identity in 
Cape Town 

32. Foucault, The Order of Things.
Living in a New Country: History, Travellings and Language (London: Faber and Faber, 1992).

Understanding the CPM, Migration/ Displaced Lives Collection

Nigerian Sector

of independence since British colonial rule. Since 1960 the three largest ethnic groups, the 

distinct languages, traditions and practices.31 As two Nigerians put it:

Nigerian cultures and also the whole Nigerian/African experience versus a Eurocentric experience, so 

Nigerians. (A.D.)

32 33
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217

34. Meyer and Swanson, Testimonies of Passage, 6.

S. Field, R. Meyer and F. Swanson, Imagining the City: Memories and Cultures in Cape Town 

in J. Rutherford, ed., Identity, Community, Culture and Difference 

Congolese Sector

war. The country’s borders have also shifted.34 These geographical and political changes have a 
noted effect on interviewee’s narrations of their country of birth. For instance, Raphael describes 

Lillian describes this as follows:

conventions.35

Themes within the Collection

36

no longer a static location, where everything abroad is perceived as strange, other and differing.37
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RENATE MEYER218

38. Carter, Living in a New Country, 21.
39. E. Said, Orientalism

38 are now thrown into disarray. 

offers possibilities beyond the tangible. In prior epochs these would have been out of reach on 

between people, societies and cultures are collapsing,39

Yet, while the world is expanding on such levels of learning and career opportunities, it is 
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Living in a New Country.
41.

www.
l

but also ties in with a global fear of the outsider. The events around 9/11 and the subsequent 

interviewee describes his identity as follows:

This quote eloquently highlights the fractures and intricacies around belonging and being 

would perhaps be based on an intuition that the opposition between here and there is a cultural 

40

41. It is not 

unravelling on both the structural and conceptual levels that possibilities exist.
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RENATE MEYER220

42.
transcripts.

interview.

to what degree it was discussed, and so on). Therefore, if one tried to address such layers of 

answered directly in each interview,42 and could be represented as follows:

Centre for Popular Memory

training archiving research dissimination

video

Social
Movements
& Hiv

Italian WW2 prisoners Eastern European
immigration

Testimonies of
Passage; Nigeria
(Mr1)

Testimonies of
Passage; DRC
(Mr2)

Rwandan
refugees (MR)

Politics
& War

Trauma &
Violence

Life
Stories

Migration
Refugees

Communities
of the western
cape

Performing
Arts &
Heritage

Work &
Leisure Identities

audio
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221

Mr1.26 Mr1.29 Mr1.28 Mr1.15

14 13 15 14

Identity 17 11 15 13

Migration 17 20 18 19

Urbanisation 12 1 7 2

43.19 58.11 68:01 43:13

102 123 123 123

of one of the reasons for leaving Nigeria:

developing a talent towards … so that’s why I said that Nigeria is not challenging and that is exactly 

displaced Nigerians: ‘I would say we couldn’t do without each other because I would say we 

a certain extent on each other.
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RENATE MEYER222

business later. Then I can achieve and I don’t want to stay for long. That’s all.

setting:

20:22;02)
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counter 04:01;02)

experienced individually and plays itself out in collective constructions. 

collections, the better. The suggestion that interviews are reconstructions of past events, and 

of threat on a personal level. 

between interviewer and interviewee and in this case there was a further power relation in that 

Oral history interviews have the potential to explore such layerings. Not only is the content 

AV archive. 
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RENATE MEYER224

In Conclusion

archival narrative by the researcher.

well as changes in both physical and virtual socio-political boundaries continue to effect and 

also the archivist or archival structure. This includes a responsibility to conceptually plot ways 

narratives in such archives.
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