
Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n
The copyright of this thesis vests in the author. No
quotation from it or information derived from it is to be
published without full acknowledgement of the source.
The thesis is to be used for private study or non-
commercial research purposes only.

Published by the University of Cape Town (UCT) in terms
of the non-exclusive license granted to UCT by the author.



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

South Africa's New Social Movements and their Approach to 
the Liberal-Democratic State: Differences and Possibilities 

By: Linn H.jurt (HJRLINOOl) 

Sllpervisor: Prof. Robert SchriIT 

A dissertation sunmllfeil In folfilment u(lhe requirements fi'f the mrard of the dewee oj 
MaSler "jArts in Political Studies 

Faculty of Humanities 

Unil'ersiry ojCape Town 

2005 

This work has nOll>cen previously submined in whole, or in part. for the award of any degree. It 
i. my own work. E"ch significant contribution to. and quotation in, this dissenation from the 
work. or works. ofotller people has been attributed. and has been cited and r~ferenc~d. 

Si!;ll"ture: __ C",~='= __ ?'G,-\j-=={--'''-_______ Date: 
signature removed



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

1. 

6. 

1 
1 

. ........ , .................................... , ................................. 118 

JjllJ110Q~raDlnv .............................................................................. 1 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

a to 

to it 

not 

so 

it 

comments 

to SUV1P01:l! I 

are 

to me .",."' .... ,, 

llstem:d to 

"''''''''1"\£'1 - I am now 

tome mea 

a 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

IS an case most 

context 

movements ref)re~senltmg a 

a 

was to some 

movements 

movements are 

u ..... , ..... ,," at 

movements as 

t.>rn<>i-"u·" to are on!sentf~d 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

1. 

rI>-I-'l-"' .. "",,+ movements - are 

are 

as 

to ...... ,,,,,,,,...'" an 

movements 

movements. 

movements. 

movements. 

no means , .• u ..... vu .. 

as 

movements 

cost-

state 

un4~ornp]:onl1S]lng are 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n
movements. 

movement 

an 

movements are 

uU .• u • .,.u,,., movements 

movements 

movements tht~m:sel 

",V,",',",Uj,,, st:anclPclmts. It 

IS 

a 

new 

It 

sources 

an 

to 

UU' .. VJlU. ... contacts 

case 

on 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

yun'"", .. 4: is 

movements 

are 

atte:mp,ts to "OJAl'v .... 

on OC(:aSllon 

are 

movements on 

are 1""",n(1," 

to a extent 

movements 

movements COllS14ler 

movements 

-------.OJ on 

sources 

causes 

are 

sources to 

to beC:OITle ""J"''''U'''' movements '"'v, ..... '''U1<5 

marmer. It movements is not 

own as 

state 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n
t'rc)gr.amme on 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n

IS 

movements. It 

U1.,",U,",,;;u alDPr'oalr;h€::s to 

an 

movements '"' .. ,,,.,"',, 

case 

movements 

movements were Tn' .......... ,.., 

is a HUIUV.llU. 

""'",",'.''''' as case ;:nUUl~,'" to an 

a 

movements 

care, ,",UIU,,",'Ul\;U, 

over 

are as 1"n1rn ...... " or "'''''ru''"'' ..... '"'' 

movements 

numerous 

are not 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

 C
ap

e T
ow

n
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context as' 
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as term 
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movements movements. 

at movements: 

A social movement is a network of informal interactions between a of groups and/or 

enl>!;al':ed in a IJV",""'U' or cultural on the basis of a shared collective 7 

et movements 

as 

the orgl:mis1ed ..",,,n',,,,,,,,, of various interests and values n.".,."tino in the ,a"i5u"ru space between the 

as' 

state, and the markeL.Social movements are thus, in our 
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elements of the 
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.............. 'uuv ... comes 

Social movements are CDrlSCllOUS, concerted and sustained efforts to some 

of their extra-institutional means. are more conscious and Or!~anIIZt:d than fads and 

fashions. The last 

onlnO~:f'!rl to army 

are. are prc)te!iting 

or economic elites. 

either .. """"v.". 

are ,",U1Up'U" .. '" 

need not be 
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1-1"''''''''''', but many 

as in antiwar movements or as in the 

back-to-the-land movement that is ..... ",!',",,'...,'" with modern urban and suburban life. 10 

movements 

movements. II 

movements. 

f"nnprp1n movements are 

a movement. 

movements as 

social with a t",,. .. it,,ri,.II,,,_n,,,,,,,,',rI for pmnrU'ln,c,tuU1 via collective action. 13 
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it is ' ...... ''''r''"1"'''.'. to movements as are 

'UT.n,-.n'n", onto a u ... ,u"J"'~ are 

a 

new OJ.., .... - ... 

are ones to account 

rt""." .. ~ .. , 23 

Social movements playa crucial role in """tP'"",,,,,-,r,,n! societies. We learn about the world around us 

them. encourage us to out how we feel about and social trends 

and new ." ....... ',,,"a .... ',,. In some cases the invention of new ' ..... ,""UR'I5 ... " or new ways of 

old Most are one means which we work out our moral 

vague intuitions into m",p";;"and demands.24 
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is a movement ...,VAL., •• ,.UJll". 
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movement at 
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"Up ...... on .UlllU.,',., ..... ''''' as it 
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movements is a 

it case a 

movements .... ""'u .... "' ..... a more 

movements cannot 1"""~1""'<:!""u 

tenuous- most 

1994 
r.nt1,,,,,,,lt of social movement", ..!..!.!~~!.l:!..!.l~~...c.!I'-lU.!<"!,!,,, pp.4-5 

p. 1 
4 

G. "Introduction", in IcaltlOnls, New 
Thousand 
6 ,,~''''''''"''''' 

Conte:m[>or:arv Social Movements in South Africa", 

S. "Social Movements at the 
~.lnJ1l!Uiill!.!h..::..funI1ill!~:tgJj~~~, Zed 
P. "South Africa's 

2004", Centre for Civil 
14 

p.2 

M. 
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HIV I AIDS", abbreviated case 
Mflrgllnalls~ltlon and New Social Movements in 

p.5 
pp.5-6 

20 See for 

interview with Ashraf 
2006 

pp.2-3 
p.4 

Prentice-Halllnterniabonlll, New 

of Patient-Driven AIDS Activism: The Case for 
'-' HJ"Vlll, N. C. 

'ost-AIDartheld Social Movement", case 
5"''''''''''''vu and New Social Movements in Post-

Coordinator and Interim 16 
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comments one aCfl.C1emic::.3 

...,-."u£"u,", •• .Iibelratllon movement 

on OC(~as]lon 

"'U"lC;Ul"'''l~ C,U15'115~;U a vast amount 

movement was afl()tnc;:r 

op'DO!;ea to sQ(~lo-ec:ononnc. ",,,,u'l".,,,.4 

It is movements can 
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a IUnldrunellta1 

endowed the and the of its with a of effective politicisation and 

paJllClpatlOl11. Q~maJ[mc democratic social orll:anIISill,Jon and varied collective socio-economic oo" .. , ........ .}'.6 

""",""'1-1"" ... movement ao~Dpl:ea was 

nrf·tp.,rPl1l~P over u""'l"'.vua •• vu", were COll1S1deJred 

ret:,re1;enltatlve delrnOCrtlLCY as cornerstones. 

one 

one nh'~PT"vpl' wrote 

is 

movements.8 

resource 
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is clear reg;arding social and economic rec:On:sIDlction, South Africa's democratic and left 

pV'iunJUUl:> do not have a socialist stnlieflrv and are not ae,reICIDl[11Z one. At are for some 

share in order to administer an exi:stil1lg structure into which 

reforms - reforms ifnot prolmo1tea 

was not a 

structure 

en1treIlched. I 0 

can introduce some .u_. l:>'U_' 

9 

aW;atlon. ll 

The real situation is that any has talcen in the relations of economic power and control. 

MnrP.nVp.r in the foreseeable future and in terms of the nrf'VAilin,o ",,, ....... no such fundamental 

be eXJ:lect:ec:I. With 

movements. 

more 

nature 

state as 

any exc:epl:l0IllS, the sources of economic power remain in the hands that 

controlled them under HTllIlnn;~I(LI2 

two ""'1-'-"" eye a 

'oIlDosn:lon to 

Iml'8C·tea on OO:SHlDarm,elO state 

""-" ...... ., •• v ... was not "" .............. l" .... R 

,",v.v ... ",,,, •• v •• era 

DO:st-~lDartl1lela state came to 

is to 
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not cOtlfi(mt state 

to caP1ture state use it 

a 

new 

measures 
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nature 
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same ... "' ......... n 19 cent 

are OP,,.Pl·Q 

are det'eat€~d 

one ",,,'n""<!T an autheIltic 

cent 22 

new 

was not a 

elooment as a 

not dernarld a th.<J,rollgb 

......... "' ... "was 

of as an attc:mpited cornpl:omlise in order to arrive at an agt'eeJrnelllt that would The RDP can be 

all classes. It to sornethm.g to each sector to everyone a little and 

deal with contradictions and OPI)osmg needs th .. ,nucth discussion and debate?] 

as 

more 

a 

mtJrod1uce:d as 

were not contest 
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""'~"''''''''.~''''' to .................. '"''''1'''' ........ ''''''' 

Its main features include lowered state spe:nrung, low ""' .. <lVll, low interest rates, privatlisation of state 

an open economy and .. Y'O"n .. t..l1· ... v."., 

mn"lr,on telecommunications and other basic services are nri'l!~ti"lM or outsourced as of the 

Gear prograrnme.24 

state detlcits, 

reslpoIllSlD1l1t'\ as 

seen a "dlranlatic ",,~,ualuvu 

state. 

sctlenles never 

macro-

eC<)D('mllC route 

a 

reslooIllded to 

two new 

movements 
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have their in the collective <>+ .... ",.. .. 1 .. " of different communities resporldirlg to the effects of 

ushered in the A.l"lc-:gO'll'errlllle:nt and embodied in the 1996 

brrlJ)IClyrrlem and Redistribution 29 

are a 

movements 

derno<,ratlc state structures 

llaJme:null'V avenues 

a 

a 

start 

to extra-

eXDrf~sslmll OD1OO!Utl<On.
30 

cent ac(,onamll to 

<'11''''''''''.'' were 

venture to streaJms 33 

numerous cOlnmuni 

as pa1~lerlce is "'IUJLU ... l") out amlongSt ... " .. ·."' .. "'.n 

This soc:io-<econOInic stnlan'ORi is the bac:kSU'OWld to the formation ~+ '~';A.,,-,;:'i· ....... .1 olrgmrUSllltlOltlS like the 

Soweto blectnlClty Crisis COlmn1litte:e, the Farm Water Crisis COImn1littee, the Western Anti-

7 
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Eviction '-'''''lIljJ''"O!U, the Landless MClvelnerlt. and similar groups. are scattered all over the 

,.."" ......... , and VAL.6" ........ in the rovvns:nlt's and ",..,',,,H,,, .. camps and other Uln'rlcirla class areas.34 

not u ........ f:;"' .... to reauce:a 

is 

poor have been unable to win 1JV111.iH:::i which reduce .n ... '" .... I.tv because classic forms of 

org:antsatJlon, such as trade uniom:sm, are less ",Hip-clivI'! as changl~s in the labour 

from the formal wo,rkr;llac:e~3S 

new movements are attl~mpts to or,~anlse 

movements are uDiemplC)'Y 

raJ1K··anQ-]me is women. 

exclude the poor 

a 

Ue]periduig on the nature of the issue 

cOlnp,ose:d a'=lt(lIflll to those 

OPIPOS:ed, emerama movements are 

and/or with a direct interest that issue or the broader 

SOC:lO-'POlltiCai context to which it 36 

new movements 

-are 

movement ...... .r.Ul'~U.·T' 

movements new movements are not a 

movements are a new corlte:Xl, 

aclcolrOlDlZ to one A""~""U".F. ",,,1tnl.,,,T 37 

",+""-I',,,·rI out 

8 
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on 

saw 

a new movements. 38 

new movements earnest 

not a new 

or.f.l:arulsatlons, Q,emanCls or the:orf:tlc:aJ np'Rl'nPl'~t1 

to 

When we consider the fact that all these crucial and difficult Iqu.estionsj have to be resolved on an 

new terrain eXlunl'le, we have for the first time in the of black class life in 

this a elected that black then we have to be sober and understand 

that the formation of the new movement that will",u~ul""i1g",neoliberalism and a black class will 

occupy an entire historical 40 

movements 

str,:l.tejgIes. a movement U"",,""""" stnllU!:les 

av··ro·-ClBLV ....... "cu'" is a matter 

movements as cOJnc(~ntrating on ·P()st··mIJQ€~rn 

to nurnanny' at on concerns.42 was 

9 
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vv •• u .. , .... out .. "".1 .. ,.,. it is i1'n"""..t",.,t to movements 

nn" .. ,rn, as an OD.SUliCle to 

movements were 

to 

to roots 

Tn"' .. TI ....... to 

was 

COlrlCe~nn-at(~ on nO"ter"" 

.., ....... ..,,,. ""m,nnl .. ", were CO]lce:ntJ-at(:d on ODoo:sme: 

"" .... ' ............ J ...... 1"" .... "" ~In"" .. '.l .... as new COlrntltlWn 

care .,,,,,.tnliO 

10 
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as a recent concern. 

44 

au." .. "' ... ,,". most situa1ted 

m€:mll'>ersru.D are 

unem~lC)YE~awomen,pensl.one~ 

is a structure 

person is .. _, ........ are 

meets two ",,,;:;.,,,,,,,,,-

are autonomous can 
4S 

as a to eVlCu()OS 

structure was 1"n1'Tnjl~t1 

a more 
46 

a number clhr-hl'l"1.p.d NGO workell'S. trade unionists and free-tloa1in2 left o.ro+;;u;e+e the Anti-

Eviction '-' .... lIl1~ul<r.ll started opc~rat:ing at two levels: the .,..",,, ..... .-t,, of a battle and bejl~nnling a 

programme of mass mobilisation.41 

11 
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are 

aut,on01mv to own 

an "' ... ,"' ........ CO-C)f(lm:altlI1lg 

or~~anilsalnon to .LV.L.LU"", hilenll'cJnclil structures.48 

Dr<)Ce:ss(~s are more 

on ljt4t ..... ,"' ... t .... ""' ........ ,""' are electe:d as reJ)reSerlta1tiv4es or 

"'''<>,''''''7..,"''" structures. 50 

...... ,1-' .... "" ... nL"""'-'UUUM to two re~;earcller'S. mass 

At these everyone can to listen and decisions are taken a show of 

hands. Discussion tends to be .. Y1· .... ' ... P.1 and to draw on the many varied strc:mll[tnS of the 

conlmlmi~y. The still prolnotc~a the 'liberation movements', ilPIJlilllJulng ''IN''J'lk'P.1'~ on a 

-,-, ..... _- and "u,~'''''''''J IUU,!!;""'i:>, has been aeCaae:dly broken.51 

a tonner 

I.I"""'IJII'" over structure 

While mass meetilrlgs were held within the did not to come up with new structures or 

The meetilrlgs were instead a their and 

rellJ'lrdino VU/:,VlUli!!'> work. These were then tackled a handful the visible 

'activists', who decide the outside the space of the mass me,etiIllgs. 

This meant that in 2002 the MP ABC was structured arOlmd mass with a permSlllellt and 

masses attl~ndlea, no v ..... ,,''''' ... efforts were made to ensure full tlClpatllon. It was 

assumed that since mass me:etllllgs 

more emlpnl8S1lS 

mass "U~""'''l'''''' a oomtbI1ta 

structures tnemtSielvies 

everyone felt able to S2 

was 

attc;:mDlts to mClude 

to eXDn~ss "'''",U,,,,,,,. 
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is 

a 

seen 

53 

to cent 

nUir"""" .. as more COlilllllUnlltu~s 

are some areas 

soe:cltlc U"'U.'<UJ.U is 

area. 

exi:steIlce. new corrunumtles 

as as 

to un.'V".A"'" OOJ)O:!utlon to 
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For some, this r .. n' ..... ' .. n'h' a new theoretical "" .. "'<I;"' ..... one that does not seek to "Vl"'''l'>''''' all 

.. ,,,,,"",,,. and action in a theoretical framework or set of measurable trends. More ,.,.,nnlrt" •• t 
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A class united can never be defeated. We have come as the APF to Harare to meet with other 

comrades and movements from Southern Africa and other parts of the world ... We have come to share our 

anger, our and methods of We have come to build and among 

all the masses of Africa and the world.5l 
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In terms of their short-term h,,,.,,tl1""''' the APF wants to see a situation where there is a "<>."",,,"', of basic 

sanitation and also 

have a level of income so in that sense that's the main nh""."t,v". in the short term, to ensure 
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near 17 

but there has been a and that There is now a new state under the ticket 
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understand the nature and the form of the ANC rule in South and that means that we need to 
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exercise its rule - so that we can first of all understand them and see how we could 
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HJ'.Al".'~A term a state 

to 

... all should have must also have health ""'r'\I1"'~" 

must also have ", .. ~"",."UJ", must all have an 

t",or",t.,."n of the whole 

must also have 

all of these so these 

demands in social conditions.29 
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., ..... vu. some COltnl1nUlll water 

So in the "'"'1',""'" it was ~t" ........ ,on" water but as more communities 
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because 
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more issues came on but even there are millions of issues there is still one 

''''''Jm,pnt for health care, exclusions because of school 

nn •. n<l'"",,,,n, or cannot pay, water cut-offs because of the same 

evictions 

because of 

- so all of these one issue to the fore and that is .... ,,''' .... "'''' " The fact that 

cannot afford to live has been to the front of issues. 30 
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cannot afford to take the state to the constitutional court - take 
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COIODf!ralte on most "'Wlu..,'aL~;U" 

... there is also a consciousness ofneo-liberalism there and also of socialism. 1 mean, for 

you know the song "I Am A Socialist" at the mass ." .... "'." .... ". that is sung and ",.",,,,,,lhn,h, it, you 
43 very So a based on, not on 

There are gaps in but there isn't a gap in fundamental ideas. I mean, o",>~,'''n'''' will be critical 

for ",,,-<UlllJl", But some may be able to articulate the reasons for 

that better than others or have more facts ... but 1 mean, I think there's a common consciousness about 

that.44 
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an ettectn 

....... V ......... plroglramlme to nrp''',",,''T 

plemente:C1 an 

""',LV"'''' pro.!2;rarnmle to 

1 

PfC)gr'arruDle.50 

as a com}:,an,y 

cost 

to uc:mi:llIlU 

gov'ernment "' •• VUllU In1ple:me:nt a 

was """"U,l". it 

to 

to 

was 

to 

to 
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on 

state at to 

to 

.... 1"'U,,',<> sector. 

vernment to court to 

case.51 

some 

comments 

One of the best ways to measure TAC's success is to look at the way the i ... rI .. ~t1R' has 

reslPoflaea. When we were established COlnpiantleS insisted that 

countries. Two years later the 

the lowest 

international for their in 

over the lack of access to AIDS .n,,,,,,,,,..,,,, into a 

are announced almost 

care sector. 54 

caters 

more A .... >" ....... "''''." 

........ r"''''''.'' 55 

one 

ClIUIJ.U,",'''Y new and 
52 

one 

discounts 

an extra 

care 

is to 

... LA."' ..... ., can access 

care sector is .. L\.uAJ' ..... ~. UUl.l'""' .... to 

care 
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sent 

TAC 

are 

a "1-_ ... .1 U.""",HU care Cl"",tp,,,,, cannot 

57 

J.UJ. ..... "'U.U'.UL.LU not 

cannot access UA .. , .... I' ... aJ. treatment or 

to UH>.U""I",'"' 

I'l<'n' .... "'I"'l1a"''' that it is not for workers to 

schools and all and social to 

"nr ....... r' ... "tp. controls in which 

are 

to 

a .... 'J"',.,'m'p,nt to set 

industries.60 

as 
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... alllinked to HIV - I mean, 

your anti-retrovirals - so, if for 

don't have access to clean water it's sometimes difficult even to take 

you are sick and roads are not well """"una"'",,,,, it would be 

difficult for ambulances to access the 62 

care sector are 

cruTInaums is not 

as 

movements ",n'n'rr,,,,,.,,h to state. 

statement to 

gatllSl:lllOIfl as one movement 

oDlom;eOto movements are ··"'''' ... ·rnXT 

The Treatment Action has (,C'I.,C'ln,,,.,.,,rp{1 with Cosatu in all its It has allowed the 

process of en!~agement to translate into free flow of ideas. Critical to their "'nn .. ~'v is the pn:paredlne:ss to 

engage IH .... U .... ll'l!5 the ANC-led "',,",'P1"1nn1"'nt even when there are In our view 

such a formation is critical when it should be. But the orientation is to not 

to define it. This is the kind of social movement we will work with.65 

to state to cater 

a saves are 

51 
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as 

causes 

state " ................ , ... "''' 

to 

case ;'LUUH;;;;', itis 

same structure is 

69 

1 n""""n1I"'.'; reason 

is not 

u .......... "''' it 

...-.r,"""" is seen as one 

are as 

seen 
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to out 

more """uu."'''' SOC:leIV 

common movements 

.......... u.l".a 

a 

sees 

as 

comments: 

These are not tactical Ii itlrp""n",>" but rather reflect the lack of a unified np,·",..,>('tl on how the neo-

liberal "", .. "''"'" .. , itself in South Africa.
7o 

movements are neve:rtn.eH~SS 

a 

state 

movement. 

Collective "'''''!U''''. which follow the "'''''IU''''''''''''''','" for social '''V'''''''y and in status, are not 

treated as 'social movement,.71 

means are not 

can 

72 case ;:'lu.un;;;:, 
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extra-:parUWne11twry 1.C.l,'-'LH .. ,"_ as 

15 

.... p£ ... ' ........ a treatment 

to 

to 

movement 

see next "' .. ,,, .. .,.,""£ 

a 

75 

state structures "£O""""j'5 pres,entatllons to 

on 

more 

to 

was U"",',,UIJl,,",U as s 
76 
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treatment 

out 

we have a democratic and of the we are once 

the law. We our Constitution. We voted for this gmrenlmc~nt, we its ''''6,lU'' ..... ) and 

But we cannot 

every 

its laws. 

on HIV / AIDS that is .... a."""'!'; the deaths of more than 600 

we break the law to end an 78 

to pr(~SSl11re on to UUj../, ... ,u.,,,nL a treatment 

OlIlCc.::S as one 

are not to ......... v .. room 

79 

an 

No one must leave the room up until we agree, so call it that's a HV"""!,,\J - but to us that's not 

nelwtllatl<On.80 a h""t"e,,,, it's 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e Tow
n

a "'" ...... UUH can 

.... "' .......... '" were conceaea 

it 81 

as 

one 

We met with Home Loans in More than 200 of us sat in the whole When the boss 

We told him l'I"""'l1r",n we showed him a videotape of conditions in the and of our 

to scratch the arrears and to the of houses. KHL to scrap the arrears and to 

never evict and the disabled. But Stand~lfd, First National are still """''''''''~T and 

won't move on 82 

a 

arrest ,",\.1ll .. "a...,.l,", was 

a 

arm, 

uu> .. "" are 

are .... ,A"',","'''' 

84 

spa.ces are as is 

etelrmination are at same a to 
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attract auc;:mlon 

state 

are Illegltlma 

... wedo and Some some 

we don't think so ... we repossess reDIOS!!es!!eu 

you look at the issue and the 

waJrnJnlgto 

U€~monstratlons, mass ..... ~ .. "1"11 ... 

movement. 

88 

create ",.""J'"'''' 
85 

... Uj,,,,,,;U ,,,,,,,,. ... rn to secure •• "', .... ;:0. 

it is 

some criminal in some 

houses .. .in the state's eyes it's 

eyes, even 

but if 

see it's not so criminal- it's <1"lU>lIIn 

what is theirs ... 86 

COJffirnUJnnles on a 

.TT", .. ,,, ... T outcomes. 

87 

a nOSU:U!fHIlKe 

ce~;sa1tloll.89 

is 
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mass soon "T<I,rI",,·" to a 

out ImlplementaltlOn 

measures to COInrrlOQny as ""'-"_"<1'" water meters -

some success. 

one most welll-.known 

an 

struck at the core of the social relations which enmeshed the 

ael:tanlce, which shifted power relations between residents and the om"",,.,nrn,,,nt·_lY"lf,,,·tt 

company .. reconnections were transformed from a criminal act into a 

intervention. 90 

meters were 

it was an act 

ensures act rerrlaIIlS a 

event.,,91 

llC:Lpa,{OI), aern[ocra(:y is an ...... "'",1"1"<> one to 

mass 

structure. 92 

as 
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II 

II 

II 

outcome 

uses dltter,ent T""",,,,,,,, 

out lholusands a 

to 

93 

a 

"'F".,''''''', or as an lrn1'\ ... ,rl~lnt consltltllerlCY to 
94 

, comments on 

95 

memtJ'ers are 
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96 

97 

are more 

VAj,&UJlU"'ULJlV.".'" IS 

one 

IS more ..... '..,V..Vf" .... ' .. "'JI 

renleIUS, an ,..."nr01"T<>TlT 

... 'direct action' appears to be the oarue-cry of most social movements. Here 'direct action' means open 

confrontation with the state apf)ar<ltus in its various forms as the most nr,,·tprrpn method of "tTlloole 98 

movements 

social movements in South Africa is their tactics. When members of the 

Anti Eviction ...., ..... !J'c ... !',,, Town mobilise to back into their or when 

electricians reconnect in """' ... ,,'''''''''' neo-liberal power relations. At their core, 

both att(~ml0t to reverse the of neo-Iiberalism 

Iives.99 

the market's power over 
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Their demands reflect a desire for decommodification of the basic of their methods of 

direct action and .. p~'nn .. nr, .. i<.tir.n as in the case of reconnections of water and PlprlT.rl1!V 

refusal to pay for rent, oc(:upati<ms ofland.lOo 

state. 

new as it 

more an1tagonlstj.c UICllCS are 

movements. 

movements 
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movements 

£'n,~".,..,,,p arm as 

state is 

to a 

means to 

a 

a tec:nnOClratllc structure serves a 

it ,.UUITPr UU'OUlQn ret)reSSllon.2 
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Today the state is seen to have the masses, as 

and their transnational and 

movements 

movements not Tn1rp'I1nn,,,T 

to 

ODtJOsltlo,n to 

to OD1:l0S:1tlcm 

The immediate response of the state to all movements 

become the nTl'Ulnl~r of the dominant classes 

...,>..1.""",""',,, IS one 

movements-

or .. " .... '''' .. 5.''6 its is ... "'''" .. ,,'''' 

The state assumes the 

and manages the 

UV''"''''''l'> '''lvprpic.n power, is the .. ", ... "~it,,, .. , of wisdom for 'common 

.. The state looks at social movements as a to its 

o(n,p,...".."r.p 4 

ral:lonwe oenma a IS 

an 

m01velmelnts. as 

account. 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e Tow
n

movements C011s1cler courts as an 'n'>"'''''FT''''!'>T 

use 

, to <u,,,u,,<v,u 

as an n'>T''''T'Un, T asset 

to 

SUlnm.it on 

movements 

a 

was <AU,'"'" .... "' ... 

movements. 

""allll",",< '" was to 

A "1T'"'''~''' of frontal confrontation with the armed forces ofthe state, which is what the 

WSSD" was and not commensurate with the state of class 

means to 

is seen as a 
6 

'err.Len'[S to use 

movement 

""UlUHI'!!j down of 

For it 

would have into the hands of the South African state, which ""."JV"" the WSSD to 

, 
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the SMI as a violent and reactH>nary force. The of the WSSD would have ",,,,,,,,,,,~rt the 

the new movements. 8 

The 

state with the to 

had a .. "nH""'" mission to make it a one-sided contest in favour of the ANC II. 

route 
13 

a to move narrow COltlIlltleS 

pvu ......... at 

movements 

two 

toone 

a non-



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e Tow
n

15 two states 

AU"W. ""'." it oec:arr.Le 

clear that COSA TV and the Alliance in could no the Social Movements. The 

movements had shown that were a v .. n, ..... ,'''' force in South and more that 

"' .... , ... " ... of mobilisation. 16 

new 

it bec:arr.Le new mass movement came 17 

at a new movements "r£~"v'''''ro out a more 

event it ...... ","'" 

... further confirmation of the space in the 'new' South for the exercise of the basic 

constitutional and human to freedom of and it should now 

be clear that ~§2J~.!l!!~[!.B~~~~~~~...Q!!.!..n:!~liwi~.1fl!ill!l[!]ill~~mi.J:l 

means deem aPI)ropnate 19 

If the WSSD is ""'.lTn'IT1U to go then South Africa has entered a new which 

will be between activists and social movements on the one and the state on the other.21 
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nu~rvenuoln was 

to use pelrsonnc~l was 

movements 

tenns 

,",uuvu IS one reasons "''''',HH,''' movements are 

at moment. 23 

state structures. most cmnrrLonl)i 

movements- as 

a 

courts are ,",,'nru'"!"<uU state as 

movements: 
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The local 

state 

state 

were 

In 

were at war. 

well as 

the ,",v.m"lli. and state service n .. ""'u',,,, .. ~ have come to .. "n .. """nt for these communities the 

n"llm",."\! focus of social movement antag(>nillm.26 

"' ..... :u.u.i". out 

it 

movements ... "',LU ... " ..... to 

runs a 

new movements. 

1999 the sheriffs came to Mandela Park with and and guns ... It was as 

cordoned off one street at a time and started to evict The whole area came out, as 

areas, to and the evictions.. were beaten with shot at with 

rubber bullets and bitten blew p"".",,.,,hp,"p A lot were and it is 

that no one was killed.28 

tum an un"u,,,,,) 

{'{',,,. .. '1' ........ to own 
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one 

at 

,",VU;:)lU\,l are means 

numerous 

surrounded the and arrested 44 of us. Some of those arrested 

were pellsielflers and children. We were with - in a of our elected cr("l~n'm/~nt' 

A .. ''' ......... our bail conditions were that we never appear in Wale 

34 two on 

sector it COIDDC~rates COJurc)ntatilomil route 

to causes UI;;illllU.U 

The cumulative result of this co-ordinated assault on the MP AEC has been to criminalise and 

",tt,>m.,tto crush what was/is a and response to 

DO:st-~lDartheid socio-economic 3S levam:es. 
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is at one 

nr,~~pnT,,·{1 a sta,telnent, 

It is clear that the anti-eviction """"""''''''5'' have become a gang as defenders of the 

.. There is no way we can allow this to continue. These are who have no for freedom 

and n .. ,n",',.,.,,-v 36 

statement Ul;OlllW,lU,,",U 

>ayme:ms.37 

court cases were 

was set 

to 

as a OelmocraltI 

-~ 

cover are to lU'-,UU'-j' 

We knew we were and men to be from the National .0""""5"""" 

had lIIP,:tinlnprl 40 
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Last week saw the arrest of one of our comrade Thumi. He for a and 

would not say where he was. this time he was offered R5000 if he would become a 

spy within the AEC, He and has now been "h<''''''''n with atte:mpted murder' 

accounts are 

or 

sources 

movements state as a retllressi 

it 

to some extent """"IJ ..... u..., 

straltegles. It .. " .. ." .......... ., 

...... JlVU.:J, to a ",,,,,"urr,,. 

",,, .. "1,,,,'''' are 

as 

mtnngelne:nts as 

are dr()Ptled 

Inlenlenno,nlS~vJUU'V~"J 

1-''''., ••.• ''' •.• ., on on 
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turn seems to 

structures 

movement. 

as 

... the H0111Slrlg has handed matters over to Ramatlakane to deal and his methods are 

ANC councillors and SANCO leaders in There is to 

traditions and to the context of the so·called 'crime' ... The SACP is seen as the 

class - on behalf of the ANC. 

It is not an excuse to claim that Ramatlakane is an ANC minister not accountable to the Communist 

As an SACP 1l1"lllU"" the SACP bears ''''''IJUIll""V'U,'Y for his actions.44 

was never re5ipOind,ed or 

'nt1i01",poCC structures are ... v • ...", ... ",. ............... F."u ... , ...... , ... 

state structures. 

is UJ..uu.VJ,j§ .... v 

... as a social movement, we're faced with a massive brutal that was from the 

state, where even also most of our could not attend . .1 think we've inherited ... the 

era into the so-called new which does not serve the interest of the 

"m, T I" .... " class. And the space that we've . .is the space that we've created ourselves because 

we've been resistant .all forms which the state us.4S 
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...... ,:>1" .... '\1 was to 

oeicrune an excuse 

bec:arrLe more ...... 'Jb>A.vu-n."""J.uE, was COllcenU'ate:d 

men, women to 

C]fiCUInstan(~es.47 

cost core to 
48 

The """",,"n,,. about must be understood in a context where the opt:ratlon of the seems 

violent ... The Internal Directorate which handles is 

and there is no concerted effort to deal with this issue. In a I''''lnn .. , that claims 

to be so rI"', .... nl,,.,,t,1' there seems to be few limits on the extent to which the NIA can interfere in IJv, ...... ,,,.49 

rate 

50 

state 

IS 

structures to l1 .... ,i .... on movements 
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A action can be mt'f'!rl"lrptl~tI as 

the same action may be ntp'rnr'ptl',tI 

those who are in <mf'hn,"ih! or 

those who strive for social 

the status quo; but 
51 

state is essence a ,",VlLLUll,", 

over means are aelemlea 

IJv"nl',",<U rel)re:selntaltnres are aU<Ull<un 

the law will take its course in this 

everyone. 

break it. There are 

I"IC1"itirm is still that <on,,,hr.,,j,, who is a owner of a house must be n .. ",t",..,.",,,j 

to 

the law. 

NCllnCl/"llvis to stand up and start owners from their 1"It'('I"I1',rt;"" is to ensure the 

I"Irnl"lP'"tv owners are not lO11r,""p/1 52 

it is state IS VVCll."'lI.'''' terror on 

The Western -"IT'I"I"",n arose in response to terror: the terror that poor communities 

face from the state, when are evicted and the and sheriffs move in to seize the meagre 

Del,on~~m~~s of the poor. We say we must stand mgeml;r terror, we must every 

from the on'vernmpnt to frir.h •• ," us into 

court mten'enuon eX1DerlenlCeiJ. as 

IS a COltlSe:nSluaI state as an actor to 
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are not Illl,'.I.VUULJ 

I think there is lots of p"""""'''' space for communities - for the APF to 

their views and Howe'ver, there are «tt,,,,mnt,,, on the of the state to limit our 

and express 

to what 

before you we call take to the streets, you to to demonstrate - you have to follow ..... ".,..""1" 

can express 

some elements 

feel that your march or your does have 

are 

had some instances 

You 

say, ban it or not 

but on the whole I would not say that there is 

therefore we can't and mobilise our communities. 54 

is IS 

you are " ..... ~d'.rI you know state ,.",,..,.""'~;r' ... is 

.. ",'nnric 56 

DTle-IJaIQ water ....... ,.1-" ... " 

P"" """'H""". I mean, we 

'"'v." ...... v,,". and 

to HU;'UUl"."" 

there. 55 

as 

an mte:nse 
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cornmmv rUlllTIll1Lg water IS a 

water meters 

as 

on 

was 

not 

it is leg,ltlInat:e.58 

l never 

water meters. 

was IJU'Ull.'''' .... 

... the fact is that 

matter that it thrown out of court .. 

you at a time when 

I""""''''''' comments 

cases 

i:)1.<:l./O; ... ' .... a 

--c,----~--- concerns over 1'"1""'_1"1,;'1 

IS 

arrests: 

measure to out of the way, so it didn't 

didn't want the embarrassment of a like that-

were now the constitution. 59 

was OWlllt:U a reputa1tlOn 

water meters 

arrests 

no 
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to 

at 
62 

"'''''1\.I11,)IUI-/ to 

a 

case 

were seen as 

63 

are scared and this will make activists more scared and more from It is 

sad that the have become the who need their money and nr{\n~rtv 

And that it is poor who are the victims of their and hired firms and 

comments IS a 

state are not 

not 
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..... AJ'AV',. to on to u,"",nu,,,",u 

treatment to 66 

It will show that TAC will not be intimidated the ofl2 and our '''''''''1'''''5'' for 

treatment at Frontier """'''\,./''1.<&, will not cease until on the list for antiretrovirals have access 

to them.67 

on 

UNAIDS has and will continue to ,,"'· ..... nrtthe freedom 

with HIV. It is for with HIV to be able to 

and association for 

share information 

about the to learn about for treatment and to advocate for better care - 111,,11,,1 ... 1"1'; access to 

treatment. 68 

over a 

on 

,",uv ... ""n to 

ofl~mllSflllC)nstonr~'~Pl,t 

"'f1,rI"'''~c''''f1 70 

not 

access "U'''<UIU,"'U 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e Tow
n

as as news, s 

71 

some 

'"" ..... "" •• nJJ ... ",uti.,n", can reverse 

as treatment ""J!". ...... u",. 

cancer not 

72 

is 

is reason v"' ....... .... case. 

81 
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For this is an imr,nrl'l'Int case because it shows the Minister's 

theories.74 

COltlstttutes a ... "'t· .. .",., 

J;;UJU ... ,' ........ V .. IS 

Ofjl?;atlls.aWJn.77 

state 

states 

to 

was so will be TAC! 

of unsubstantiated HIV denialist 

..... "'u., ... :1 accuse 
76 

a 

a state-(;anlpalgn to 

But how? The Government should such as those who for the 

for the poor and DOiSOnln!! of our Those that mislead innocent and those that have no 
79 
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a 

... has not ret're~;enrea Instead it has been a m()Utllpiece of 'lL"""'''''' inside the ANC.
80 

case 

sources 

a set:~milngl) MCUUl"' .... state structure. 

on 

to an extent 

is it 

IS 

a 

state is somewhat more soft with those movements which have reformist demands within the 

institutional framework than those movements which aim at nvpt'tli1rn,u! 

is 

more 

one 

new 

reasons U,,",J'UAJlU 

movements "'''.''.v 

" .. """.-l-d"", rUAllCUJl""'" structures as 

is a 

and t;LJ"""''''1:: state power.81 

IS 

is 
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does not "',"'","',,,"",, the per se. It "tt~."" ... t" to about in relation between the 

to make it more eUlcumt, reSDOIlsi'/e and workable.82 

state on 

we are we are So that means, we are sort of.. the ... riches 

from them ... 'Cause socialism isn't about distribution it's about distribution of 

you see. 83 

IS an VU''''''4'-'1'-' to 

SUlmress:ed.84 

gO'vefltlID,ent want 

"' .. ", ... ,..,'"to 

state replres:sion. a 

state 

name ...... nT<>Tp ........ n. ..... ,.,.rt'" IS one 

.... aL' ......... "'. state: 

The DOi>t-~IDarth<eld state is the O''''~rrljlm and n .. r.t"",..t",. of these dominant economic interests and 

the ..... o',."'rlt" .. ---.,~-,,-~ ..... " ... "'rh, relations.85 

uelmocralUC state to movement 

state is Ul .... U!-"UlI,''-' to as nature 
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a aelmocrarncaJ 

areas. 

Even its own terms, the macro economic codified in its programme the 

and Redistribution have not done very well. The net achievement of this 

programme has been the realisation of the state's deficit but at the cost of and 
86 

on even 

movements 87 

are unc1ermuled can 

ooore:SS1.on of ,.,,,,,r"t<ll,,n 88 

Human "a~Jl"""""'" are uncertain as are often undermined when are inconvenient or 

when the 'U~iV"J!';l",al state anrlarfl111S is no able to maintain subservience of the classes to 

class rule.89 

a ".u .......... of are state. 

It's because we are neo-Iiberal p v,,,,,,,,,,,,, which saw the state 

enforced to down the throats of the ,,,,,,,.Ir,,no class and the poor communities. So now, the 

that saw is to suppress our is to make sure that all of the is 

crushed ... 90 
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wave 

to L'v .. "'· ...... >. neDI'eS:Slon was 

asserts "' .... " .... ,""'''''''' 91 

to 

deal with the anti eviction group, which is as if it is rep,resenting the state .. .It' s IIn<'('("~nt'>I'1 that 

a handful run around themselves as who have the to allocate houses and 

evict 

remove, 

It is clear that the 

the concerns and real 

order,92 

see 

of the cornmunity and should be 

are to 

a 

in Mandela Park don't want to pay for their houses and are 

to 

the 

anti-eviction "CUJ"Il""19' for that purpose, and the anti-eviction "'''"nn~,1C''''' is lULJUUlU"'LUl1:5 who to 

come forward to pay and we are not to be intimidated the anti-eviction "''''lJUIl''''1:5" 94 

more recent 
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IS IS a 

to 

on 

For the social movements this is concern if and when 111~'''J1rpp with 

mainstream 

IS 

U .... ~.H'~'J and his 

sensible " .... ',.,...",..h 

98 

nature 

s COmt1nUIllclltiC)fl 

Sowetans have demonstrated ~ .. ,. .... "ri for the 

of services. 

The APF is r",~,...ri",,,, to undemocratic methods to its narrow "'1<.""""', It loses the """,,,,...,,pnt so 

vandalises It is rpi",..t.·1'1 by voters, so assaults them. It takes the criminal route, but .... v ... I"'UI' ... > 

when it has to account for its actions.99 
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IS a "''''Tn,''''''''' state 

movement no-one seems 

to 

two 

can cause, runs or:l!aJrllsatlon is 

an 

lV'''''''''". Classes and the State", in 
~!l!Q.~:imUl:!tljlQl~, Zed London and New 

II,;i:1'LIUII;:). New 

p.6 

Member and 
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12 P. "South Africa's 
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"'Q.,r",,"'nt Urban Social Movements. The Case of ohlmnlest)U 
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and Social Movements in South Africa", paper for UKZN School of 
)ev,elOlpm,ent Studies Conference: the First Decade and in South 

22-24 pp. 6-7 
IS Ibid. p. 7 
16 O. "The new Social Mo,velrneliltS. 
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and the 'New UDF"', discussion paper, 
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reJ)re~;entative aerno(~ra(~y is not ...... UA~A"U """Tn,"''''' ... 

renlerns, or even 

seems to 

a more 

mass uU',,,v,P"" 

on 

"'''''",.U''*'' a consensus on 

are not COlme:Cle:a 

to start en~~agmg 

en(~nSlVe marmer. 

to 

not 

more eX1tenlSnre 

'"'''''.u ..... ''' on 

is 

recent 

a 

outset 

.... 1! ... uua a 
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or • """V'" 

elf:CIllon as an 

was anc~ncLea 

15"""U"15 seats ""'AU'_U' were a ch.mc:e U1r ... Ir,,,,,.,, to a 

over pru'l1ament, an "'''''I'\",rl",,.,.,1h.1 

use 

IJVU".'''" is not an .... u.v ....... u" outcome 

don't talk to our members about we go to will think we are to them 

free etc, will have false need to know that the reason that we are 

to is so that other members know our and to the Members will need to 

know that we must even if we have members in 2 

state .... ,."'.", ... 
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... nUT<'" at 

aP1PrC)ach to hn,,, ..... '''''''' 

is ",nUl""" 3 

a 

"n",""n't to 

nature 
5 

correct to vote 

as a movement 

to 

from the communities wanted to """""""'. in one form or the other in the 

elections ... the calls for a vote or vote was not with the communities of the APF. 

Because the APF did not want to said will make individual choices on how to nl'lrtir.'lnl'llt/> 

in the elections. 7 
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aJl.Jl.J'ua • ....,"', it nternreted as a 

It was a 

because 

.. it I in many ways the APF's weaknesses - the discussion on elections-

we came out with no which is the worst kind of to have .. .! mean, 

there was an "tt'·rn.~t to have some kind of , which is ",tl'P"1ri,,,.h, there was no pOSOItlcm 8 

as 

WrteUleror to "'''''''''1''''''''''''' 

nt~~rvention were ....... 'ULll ....... ' ... 

movements were 

t:IDille:Sst:s were eX1Dofred 

too 

theretlore not 

nature 

"",,,,UIa.U.lUl, a 

co:nte:ste:<1 as a "'nul< .... 

can 

cOlnnlUrLltll~s or 

we're kind of in between that and some of it is um;pOKelrl, but at the moment it's a case case 

scenario. 12 

\,U""'''''''''.1Vl.l'' on not 

to to 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e Tow
n

TI''''' 1r,'" at 

IS 

crux 

it seems as 

Wl1leUler or not to UU'llUcllQ,LIO;; ,""Wl\.l1UQ,U;;;;:). 

to 

14 

COI~stlltw~ncaesisonenec~ess~vc~Dmno:n~rt 

14a.lll;),GH!.VU to 

an H.u.H~'",ll'_"" over 

s 15 

even ... .u"Vll.jt:, 

cannot 

movements. 

can to 

essence, 

.... "',1. ...... '- some our 

s 

one avenue to use it 

on 16 

APF will use the election process to u ... "'~,., our around .. I", ... t.-i,..i,r., water, h",,~i.'n and 

education and 

think the most 

that you face as 

these and other activities to consolidate our links with other social movements. We 

of elections is not the vote, but and issues 

workers and these and on the way to 
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solve them before the elel:::U(Jlns. on the of the elections and after the elections. We think the ~t1""no""t 

mass 

... A .. • .... un mllIllte!;to IS 

not 

We build for a future alternative of socialism where 

eXI)lOlltallOn and economic 

is a 

on the 17 

"'''',''U''''' to 

... nuT<· .. over a 

are social 
18 

are.., .... v ... "" 

..... '''n'+' .. ul'S to 

to 

before 

on 

i)e(~ontles a TUT<"_U'!"''' nrClce5'S. 

nror"'.,d",, oelC01ne more "' ... 'n,,,,,,,,,,,~·rI 

as a 
20 

to 

are to U"'",U'eu" 

a"".lILA.un to vote. 

is not 
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,,, ... h,'"',,' ...... to ., ........... u uenlo<;ra~cy as as it is not as 

even Y""',",1.".""'''' 

Their vote kills them because vote to be you vote to be out of p"I1""111V and 

water, and so so that is their reward in terms of their vote, you see.21 

UU.'LLVJL1.u.J. eH~C,[1011S. IS a 

vote: 

The election lie comes when the ANC says that it is a the 

when it serves the and their for after ten years of ANC rule it is 

clear that the ANC and used the votes of workers and to nr(1,vlclp 

"tr.·n01th and for the bosses under their 22 

un~'U"'H it 

to 

wants to IS 

an 
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is a jJV""'LlJAU'., 

as a ,",~"n ...... u.'."" 

to 

one 

to a 

IS a vacuum 
24 

to 

an 

a 

same 

is not 

""f'T"' 0'-'" 25 
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The ANC o",,,p,.,nmpnt serves the interests of the rich and No !JU'U""'" forward a 

elections in the interests of the """.Ir,r.n class and the poor. The +""th",nrn1n'" 

have no "',-'au,u,I"> for us - are a means for the enrichment of the nPITV_"", AstheAECwe 

see no need to n, .. +.,..';n"1'''' to enhance 'their' rI",rn"c"'<lc'V 26 

a ---'--J 

not 

can 

ULJlLl'-J'''''.' OJ L ..... to 

So what we are 

" ........ " .......... but don't our 

riA'nt"'ri a to nn'Ul"nn 

anr)ro!lch to 

some cases want to ,",£AI"'"".'"' 

IS a 

vote so to aemOlnstra'te 
28 

IS Intlornlea neo-

neo-

"' ........ ~.'" to create an 

want to be an Illu:epc~nu:en{ go be an indiepeilldeint 

because it is a farce. There's .n .... "",0:. you can do. 31 into that 

1 
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on 

1-' .... "' .... , .... UV""LU'U'U on ..,"."' .... LUA""'. 

contest 

lIame:ntlrry means - !.JJ. ... i:)i:)I.U 

to 

on 

to a movement 

U ... "' .... UA care IS ac(~eS~SlDJle 

on 

a treatment 

to 

not 

extra-

were 

a 

to 

water 

1 
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scarce resources area source concern. 

to care UT,.,.,.ar,,,,.,, to 

s 

35 

to a 

,.,.r,,,,.,.,,,.,,,{1 to 

itis 

is not a 

its Ill .... "' ... "" ... """_" and unlike most social movements, has a LJU"U'-',"Ll 

which ensures a "'auu."''' .... with the and ANC.38 

cOIlcentr.atlcm on ----.----J 

-ensures 

............ to 
40 

at on: 

1 
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Civil disobedience was a difficult decision because it was .. ",.n .. ",..", used a most 

did not There were fears that it would make us vulnerable if we seemed anti-

go'vernrrlent.41 

was avenues 

to treatment 

to out IS 

42 

a 

comment: 

TAC wants the roll-out to for it little fails and much if it succeeds. The issue­

based incrementalism which TAC pursues does create an interest in which is 

rare among social movements ... As as TAC relies on on""".l"1nmpnt to achieve its 

will to a of the conflict between them.43 

an madeCluate 

... we ... VUl'. ... to the minister and have who'll be committed in 

""1-"""'''''''''''5 the I-'V""'''~'' of the state, the way are but then we're 

the same person. So we are that with the next elections we will have ",nrnpt,,,rllv who'll 

have the matters of health in his or in her heart rather than ... the matter 44 

1 
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a most common "'1'11, ...... ,"',.. M 

an 

asa 

.... "'.~ ..... are 

The treatment committed to h-"".ti.,,,., far more than 000 end of March 2006. This is still 

l'\r.nI1P"'l'\MIP. but it will take and will ... Persistent activism and mass mobilization is the 

way to create sufficient , .. ,,,,,"r.,n Weare for this 45 

it 

too on 

current states 

offer no This is not an abstract for us; it is about life and death.47 

I.1V,UU,,","Ul .. on 

treatment are dWlge:r01 

are two 

renlIDem to a 
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stance a""au.",. L ....... ." ..... "" to 

IS a 

not 

IS 

most of 

IS a rec:Oglrutl,on a to 

black our and feel that 

freedom remains diminished 

with HIV / AIDS in our ,.."' ...... .,,, 

and frustration. 

and frustration but riots can never substitute for 

activism to "'''~'''''''''!'.''' 
50 

comments L.Ja""dl'" r:~,",!.llua., 

are 

is seen as an 

to some to 

I think we need to n,..lrn",,,' that this rlp.n",',."".v is individuals or human 

There are errors. Sometimes and there'll be a 

in power. 53 

T'll<n,,'.n an 

treatment prc)griamme:s, or to 

1 
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to a 

<'TO,,..,.,,.,, to 

treat oppo:rrum~mc '.u,;:,..,u."..,,, 54 
'-', ...... '.., .. '6 IS 

... 1'11 

programme, 

!70'vernment is what our n,.",,,,",,, 

almost ahead of all nr",,""''''''< Helen 

look at, theARV 

nu':splwIJ is one of the sites that sees 

more than any other uU"IJ"'" in the - the number of who are treatment - and the 

IS l1\J'lYjlH~ 

a 

The lack 

Pv.,p,..tpl'1 is 

the Premier is also committed to ... the HIV / AIDS programme. 55 

is 

I'1plcpn'on"plv instead 

to 

to 

comments: 

"AI"'V"",U and the """"111''''''''' government, as 

"''-'''''"''''U'l'.the 
58 

on 

1 
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reason 

one 

is 

ofa 

lUVVlIsnlllS like 

like 

because 

there's no way that are the ',,,U,U<1,,,.ofthe 

you can 

'-' ........ "'Ul", as a 

content 

you are not "" ... ·rlnr'o 59 

is .,.""n",,·., 

n",.·",'t("\ .. ", more to 

content can to some extent 

repiresemmi'~sto~~ •• ~ .. ~ .. 

seems to matter. 

.. .let me first say, councillors are 

see themselves as or careerists of the 

salaries - don't see that the .... VIU .. JUlU,.y needs .. 

will come to you and that will show that 

is 

n .. ,.,.T",,<:!Tc seems to 

a 

on 

comments: 

loose cannons that -

and see 

to the nr,."",,,"'.,,1 ones those are the 

1 
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attachments of the national 

1'I.It·" ... ,,,.,,,·,,,, concurs 

are the very same U1>C"':;","_ 

know which words I must use, man ... 61 

",.,,>r<l,nt UIl'l' ... ,llHCU • .I don't 

are 

term 

attracts votes SU1DD~[)n on a ""~;'UL"" ..... , .. 

movement. ....... 'U'HU,U'"" an 

... for to be .. ", .. ,r"",,,,ntln what it's ,.",n .. ",,,,,,nl',"o now, I don't want to be associated with it in any 

space - not even as a liberation movement, you I don't even want to be associated with the ANC at 

it 

to 

not even a little bit. 63 

core aenl()cI'acvit~",v'JUJ,~~is 

or 

... we have a "ajJ'ILaI'" means that have money then you can 

that's a weird don't have money, you don't 

don't know want to call it that. 64 

your 

- I mean, I 

... the does not favour the poor, it favours those that have money - it serves their 

interests .. .1' m ten their liberties or oelnOCT!lCV_ 
65 

a 

cornerstones. recent eXlIDlOle 

1 
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on IS 

were 

never '"'v.u .. ,. ... 

IS .......... "l<. 

to 

This ,",v,,,,,,,,,,u.'y n:",rlir.in"tj'ln UIJIJ'U"~;U to have been achieved well before is "~'.U"'''''''''''''' and 

indeed before the the Provincial MEC. Mandela Park was closer than a 

it was the host '"'v, .... " .... However the residents of Mandela 

Park were in the dark about this where commenced.69 

to 

70 -a 

1 
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allOC;a[e:u to H .......... , .......... 

cent alloc:aW:m. 

not 

arrears on 

to not 

area. 72 

IS 

... the KCBnC and the MEC for """,t",no,, .... n the 

the Mandela Park "' .. "",, ....... ,,:1 as stakeholders in the Mandela Park 

",nr'J' .... \;,,,,1 for the The efforts of the 

are to a 

of 

to 
71 

Town - have not identified 

let alone secured their 

on behalf of the residents of 

Mandela to nt::~!onau:: a fair nW'r" .. " .. hr," of the houses built have been rebuffed. The National 

and the have been violated. with needs have not been treated 
73 

matters 

to 

a new pClrson 
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I as an j<,WlU"",,",Y structure. are to 
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... "", .. .., ........ ,",VllLlLll'-UUlY .... 'V •• v ... IS 

... ",,.,., •• ,,,,,,,/1 as 

a 

to 

eviction could have been if there was consultation and like say 

there but we don't have it ... We have consultants into our areas and a orcloosal 

to the it and then it will be without 031rtic:ioBLtion.77 

to cornmuru re!mCmSilVI:::m~ss IS not 

a 

state on 

,."'""',,,.,,,,,,'''' to 

answers: 

no, no, no, 

areas as \,<UU,""I:&U'UH mc)raror'lwn on 

to 

...... , .... ~ .... , ... on 
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~o,,'enrun.enl[S is not to meet or even reS1POIlld to me~m()ranallllIl 

In most cases, when we do it's because the councils or the local o-mJPrnrn have not reSOOlnGflC1 to 

any of the atte:mots of us to meet and discuss issues with them. so 

"'A 1'-''''1 l"'l.l"',"'U a1tteInpits to or 

it is pn~sente:d 

or 

it 

is "'VJlUUHU1U.Y structure. 

as 

move was pn~sente:d as an 

to comment 

",unn." to 

structure to '"Ubi.""'''' movements 

so Qoverrume:nt VA."'''''<U'' ... ""v ..... , ...... to l;o:;,I.1VI'" structure as as 
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it comes to 

)Vt:TIIlnC~nlisnotnr.~n~~rpn 

not want to enter 
83 no reS:DonS€~S to U"'lH~UA"'''' are 

84 

access 

to 

a "'"l!-'u,,,,,,,, V'V"'''''''''' eCOltlOlnV 

bureaucrats believe that 

and the welfare 

often-honourable 

of the 

to 

assessment. 86 

can make a difference to nm/ertv~ ""'''''''1.1''..1:1 education 

economic the best lJV~'~".1,I'" 

these are most 

financial and labour market 

irreconcilable with the limitations and ,.."""r,'t,,,,,, 
85 of the economy. 

out aneo-

to restructure C'n/''''''~'' 

structures are 
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... hence don't have the space to maneuver, you to address the demands of the 

therefore there's no reason then for them to meet with us because 

and 

that 

will address this or address that because then that will create unnecessary eXI)ectatlons, and create 

can't then .. an 

more 

are ... v ... "' .......... 

for them. So I think it's also that limited space for local o-n'vprnm,p"'r,, and councillors to 

a ..... u<11.'y maneuver around the issues of the communities.s7 

\,,{l~'rnl'Yu>nt structures to ........ U.'Ul\.j'" 

mcmtJn. or 

uv,"' .. ,.'U' .... to 
88 

reason vvJlllU.u s 

to some extent 

structures can 

on 

care sector. 

care sectors 
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our next 10 years of cI"'lm{\".r~I""v 

about our 1 0 years of "''''IlV''' "'-J' but if we want 
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some aPlJroaclles to new aelDocralIl 

movements 

new 

movements 

Df()m,ote:o as U,",JVUIt'.HJllt'. 

movements were torme:d to 

as outcomes. 

context 

movements 

structures 

new movements aC(;Or,amlg 

movements are movements 

state on 

movements. 

oeInaJlos on go'vernrrtents olepemoent on LUL',",L/;<;,H 
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are as .. "' .......... a to 

movements are same 

movements are 

... 1-~ • ..t,,,, .. ,orl on two 

tum are 

movements 

to 

state to extra-

as 

to 

In this way, TAC aids democratisation that are better able to n",'T,,..,n as 

democratic citizens, I 

movements are a nn",;t'i"", Uyuvuto new aelmOlcnlCV 2 

resistance to a 

119 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e Tow
n

new aem()cr"ac 

is not one " ... u"."",n ... u case "' ........... ,.., 

structure is 

,to use 

re!UnleIU n • ...,u.u .. '-'<A"HIf'''J.",,'' is more new 

new state is 

understands its role within a framework 

form coalitions with V'~;"""''''''V''''' or individuals that 

it seems as 

in the form of neD-liberalism and will not 

neo-Iiberalism in any form.3 
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care sector 

sOC31eltv can muster to 

as a structure 

TAC is unusual among social movements in its 

accommodate formal 
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as a structure 

ofthe need to 

emln~rR~V 5 
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is to ensure 
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calculations to 
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as a actors. 
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one 
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even 

It "'l1\.1I.U ... 

as 

IS Dr(~sente:d 

was mtroclU(:ea 

were oDI~ne:a 

state structures on ditler,ent 

as 

court ",,,'>,,,, ...... 

dernO(:ratlc state currentrelxeserltaltlV(~S on 

state structures 

",.",,,,U'JU.:> to ret:)re!;enta([ve ms:nnm(ms 

elf~C(lorls as an 
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structures as 

a 

over 

a SU4;;Ct:SS]rlll Vu.Jl ..... " ............. 

as one means to move 
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movements 

to a extent a movement 
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some extent are 

common 

<1el0erl<1S on a .......... ,,, ..... 

movements. 

movements 

.......... , ..... to some 

"' ................ " to 

movements 

new movements is are 

is cornes,tea 

u ....... ""' .. 'L.v'nu .. "" movement TrnXl,>,e,..." 
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to n1""'-''''1''I1' 
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Or~~arllSa'tlOI1S are most 
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sees 

... "" ...... " ••• 11U<1H .. O",,",U state ,"1"", .. t",.·"," 

water 

state assets 

is to contest 

tenets 

is ..,U.lU";;UU,"'U 

' ..... ne""· to re~IPoinCl 

to 

is no distinction between a ,,1I1:1""'<m which aims to 

which seeks immediate ..... • .. "· .. 5··"may 

redistribute power and resources. on these 

could be the most feasible way to achieve social 

as 

1S no 

two 

the structure 

and 
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means 
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seek to 

on these 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e Tow
n

It is unclear the rhetoric of its ";;au"",,,. a movement 

is 

to 

for structural ""'~"lS,", while one which wants poor 

not. IS 

",,,,",u'vu is not it ,,"'JU.I."" at 

new 

can serve to movements to or 

to new 

not "'''''''T'>T''' to 

a statenleI1lt. a 

to a 

subsidised for the poor 

free AIDS medication is 

as 

a more 

care sector. 

as 

movement. 

nec;ess,arv to 

not 
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m€~dlICU1le was an a 

cornmnm,em to 

IS ....... ", .. ., ..... "6 or 

cornerstones neo-

movements are 

to 

to 

becmne a concrete 

"'-'JU'U water 

meters 

S 

are 

responses to an immediate need that alone is insufficient to solve the the 

but an essential in the dialectical between action 

to ensure survival and the ofa radical of power relations. 18 
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... "" ......... ,. IJA ... " .. ".u .... meters is 

meters 

to access water 

more an eC(mClml.C 

Dre:-D,:no meters 

l:Ie(;OnleS a 

Imoa(;ton 

HAL'V"'''' status: 

The meter is the '''''J-''f,...'-'''''.~m It 1Of,.~etJ1er its two most ,ml'lI1,'lnl!11 

rh''Jrn·rfpri.~,fir.~ the COJrnn:IOQrml~atlOn 

nr~'-n,'11a meter, is turned into a site cut themselves This is 

our brave new 

to water to to move out 

movements are to 

For South African movements, the refusal to pay is an condition of their interventions, It is 

effective not in the manner in which it undermines accumulation but also in its 

ofneo-Iiberal forms ofrule?O 

is no 

not a 
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"' ........ '''nr.'' to 1U';'"""1H,O<:.. 

as Immed13 to 

There is a leaders of the movements could find themselves 

cre:aSlng.ly Hnp,mem with a base that retreats when the state reforms the worse excesses of its 

market-driven 21 

It is are not at 

on 

Ulliaer'stanamg is 

movements can status 

-s,'st(~mIC movements. 

It vu ..... "' .... out are to 

as ODIDOlsea 
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galllslulCms to use 

nal)pentoo 

...... "'.., •. .., to 
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.... "' ............ ., to 

two movements 

state. 

ref,rel!1entatLve structures -
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two 

must as 

more 

n1",·£'''·''''''11'''''' - are not as 

ClT",,...",,,, to 

care IS tesUrrlofliV 

on gmrerrmumt, as as .... "."'-AV.''''' ,",,"""O'P,(\'''' ms:tltlltlcms can 
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not a Slauncn anIHCaIJI or 

IS "''''IU'UIJ1,-, 

The unlike the has not been able to achieve a moral ne~~enlOl1ty as in the case ofTAC with their 

for the free distribution of antiretroviral A clear case has been made the TAC of the 

moral of the South African oC\'vp.rnm whereas the APF still has a way to go in 

the broadest sections and 23 

a 

"n''''n:~C"n has been to see these victories as a of the state's pro-poor thus 

further tr""'l'hino the n"",,,,,,,,,,n of the class.24 

an nnrt",ni' reason 

to over 

We realise that need incentives to manufacture new medicines and to recover the costs of 

and 11<",,,,,,,,,,", 

But it is clear that .uw"",tn. 

so that millions of 

We also aren't oppo!,ea to 

is very wrong when 

are 

the most 

while the pn~lrmacf~uHca 

v"."u.'" in the world.25 

a 

of 

continues to be one of 
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to 

not vvu •• , ....... J nro1tlt5i" as so 

an awareness 

accurate as 

to 

creates a maXKt::a 

movements 

aelmo,cr(JLtiC go'{enrnnent is sornel:nulg at own 
,,27 

A tactical error would be to lose among our members as other social movements have done 

when are seen to be thn~at(m elected leaders?8 

same 

sector 
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In terms of .,.,.",,'tyv. the health it's still a way to go, but we will achieve that. I'm this 

with confidence because I know that when T AC embarks on sornel:hirlg we achieve it,., We 

not achieve it this year, we not achieve it next year, but it's a 10nll!-lterln 29 

a .. "'U'LIUll to new movements 

.., ... "'1."' ..... on state re~;pcms,es, 

movements .......... ' .. M~ .. 

movements as a 

Our movement and its !-'VI ..... """ are also under sustained attack from the domestic and left sectarian 

factions that claim to be the best relJ'res,enltatives of the workers and the poor of our accuse 

our movement abandoned the that we have '''UUH.',.. and are 

!-'V ...... "~,, •• The resultant false characterisation of our movement and its .,VI ....... ~" 

enables the left sectarian factions to 

movement, while "'P.'tpc1-lv comfortable with the 

trench with the anti-socialist forces 

statements 

I-'V"'~'~'" rest are thI'eateI1Led 

in this 

the national liberation 

occupy the same 

I ' h . . 30 c aim are t elr sworn enemies. 

are to 

.., ....... .., .. 5.., came. 
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IS 

movements 

are 

not aC(:onlpanu.::a 

movements u ..... ...,"' .... ,., 

movements 

movements 

on 

movements to 

state is more 

more 

a movement -'~'''''~'_1 more 

mg;errtents are, as aelnOltlstlrat{;:a 

as 

successes 

......... ""6 .... ''''' to "' ..... """" .. 

to 

movements is 

movements 

as an att€~m1)t 

are state 

some 

reS,n01tlSe to 

replres:ent:ati'ves see same 
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to 

corlte~;tatlon to 

reSl)on:se to 

matter 

resource 

IS ""1I'YI, .... I'u'''·rI 

saw '"'v ................ '" tm-ealten OJ""'.v..", .... 

movements 

status as a 

32 
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no ..... "'u ..... '"' to 

no 

over 

gO'ventlment IS 

as un(lel1t10(;ra1tlca 

movements 

same as <1I1I'\-"rtll"l"""rI era LU'U'''''''"U some 

oelCOIne more severe 
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are " .......... ..., .. IS more ..,v ... IJ .. ' ... u •. "' ... to 

state. 33 

to some extent 

movements to ...... ' ... "' ..... , .. '" 

as att1empts 

a 

aelmOCraltIc state. 

1 rests on a 

..,Tn ... ""." to some extent 

The result has been a "'P,,,, .. t,,,,, 'crisis wherein institutionalised nr~,~rl~p" 

",""n ... ,."rv such as elections make little difference since the societal decisions are taken 'the 

market'. In this context the emergence of new social movements is a contestation of this narrow vision of 
34 
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to (l one re}:,re1;;entation as a orc)ce,om 

not 

to 

1 one 

At this the 'The that if had voted for 

theANC its neoliberallJu""",,, and shouldn't now oppose them.36 

most 

movements 

COlrISl,oel:eo as avenues 

The state, its institutionalised and its socio-economic IJUI'''''~'' are .... ,.. .... ,,'c'",O seen, 

and as a central """"""'15 from poor communities.
37 

movements. 

structures as a ,",VH;:)'..,HJ'U;:) 

reasons, some 
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own "' .... , ..... uu" ... ". 

movements 

was a 

measures 

go'vernrrlenlS are 

to £'",'nh'", 

over "' .... ,"' .. ",1', 

or natIOnal glove:rruneIlt .. ,· ...... ''''<''>,n1"~.1"' 

want to ... ,,. ... , "' .... ,,'.'" 

",VJUll,l1W'llLl",,, IS 

reJ)re:ssi()n.,,39 

""'<'''''''''''' serve to 

is 

are COltlS(:I01USl 
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some sort 

new movements is pn!SelmeO 

it is 

terms 

to resort to 
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While n,"o'"nii" .. rI resistance under neo-liberalism be itis in that it ,. .. ", ..... " .. ntc a real 

use 

to IVU''''-'''_ ideas that 

and to an III .... 1I HOII 

The movements may be seen as a 

processes 

movements-

cannot those institutions to 

movement to alternatives to relations in 

the here and now.41 

in the but this is ...... ·nn,pnt on continual 

'''''JUI';'' "tT'Ho,ol .. 42 

movements are 

"' .. ,"' .......... .., to 

to two 

",1",,..t,,·rI rc~pt'eslen1tatJlve:s are not ....... " .. ", ............... ,] res,po:nSl 

to 

alcmg;slcle mass 

movements an Impa(~t on 
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While were not of the "",,,-VI,1("'"'' or the of the aglreeme:nt. the Soweto Crisis 

Committee and the Anti-Privatisation Forum ofits l".~""""''''' For two 

years both "r"",ni"",tinln" have 

lit a 

areas 

It 

state 

u..,..,.~"'" structure.47 

movements a 

the 1f'l"I'r.""rv crisis in the "-''''UUJI''' '''''''''', ... 

among the communities 43 

amOlratorn 

movements 

to 

",YHUHH on ~ulst~l1nab,le 

it 

note. KOIDU1S0ln concur: 

In an era of ImlDotent electoral oPlJositicln where talk is but ideas thin on the 

in ways that have 

46 

ona 

the social 

movements are a young force. And as much as the go,{enllment may them for 

the of the 'm.nn.,,,.h and the it's clear a mark where it counts 

- on power.49 
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state structures 
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serve '"'"'''HIP''' 

it to reSIPOl1Ld an awareness 

as a mans to 

movements are new on !JUju .. ''''' ..... scene, 

as more COlmrnUltlltles movements. It 

IS a 

aml1erlSlClfl to 

CarnPiaIgns. as oP1Dm.ed 

aelJenlaeltlt on s 
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