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P R B F' A C t;, 

I have attempted to write a history of that section of 

the Griqua people Vlho from 1862 to 1872 lived as an indepenaent 

nation - the word is their own - in the present Griqualand East. 

It has not been an easy task, and I am afraid I have not given 

as clear an account a.s I shou.ld have liken to do. The Rev. 

William Dower, a London Missionary Society Minister, vvhdl lived 

among the Gric.cuas in Gric,:.ualand East for several years, .is ·the 

only man who has written anythin[s lil-ce a history of these people. 
mainly 

His book I have u_seo/to get an idea of the character of the 

G:ric:uas and of their social conci tion v1hile Dower lived. with 

them. · For the facts of their i.listory in Griy_ualand East I 

had to go to blue b_ooks, and to unpublished. material in the Ar-

chives in Cape Town. I have not had the time to go thrOc•.gh all 

the material on the subject - both in the blue books and in the 

Archives there is a great deal which I have not toucaed. In 

view of the many contradictory statements containeci in the 

blue books which I had at my disposal, it was in_,_eeci c:i.ifficult 

(due perhaps to some extent to my lack of experience of official 

reports} to select the correct data. . For the history of the 

Gri~uas before 1860 I am mainly indebteu to Sir George Cory who 
a. 

.· gives iilN. a connected account of ._ period about vvhich there is 

very little material. 
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THE GRIQUAS OF GRIC;;UALAND EAST UNTIL ABOUT 1 8 7 8. 

The History of the Griq_uas before 1860. 

There is not very much known about the origin and the early 

history of the collection of people who later came to be known 

as the Griquas. 

people - the Rev. W. Dower and. Sir George Cory - are rather vague 

on the subject of their origin. Dower says there was living at 

the Cape when the Europeans first settled here, a Hottentot tribe 

called the Grigiquas. These people were graduilly driven north 

and eventually settled down across the Orange River. Here they 

mixed with Korannas and Bechuanas, and with the half-castes - the 

Bastards - who came from the Cape - the off spring of European 

fathers anci Hottentot or slave mothers, people who resembled their 

mothers in colour and' form, but irL'irieri ted some of the self reliance 
1. 

and energy of their Dutch fathers~ The pure Hottentots - by 

now called Griquas, remained the nobility of this extremely mixed 
;J., 

clan of people,·which took its name from the Hottentot section 
e. 

(1813) 

Cory, however, thinks that the Bastards formed the main sec-

tion of the tribe. He does not mention the Grigiquas, but tells 

us that in 1813 a missionary who went among these·people gave them 

the name of Griquas. So it seems that the Hottentot tribe mu.st 

have been the most important section of the people, though it is 

very probable that the Bastards exceeded them in numbers. 

These people first congregated as a clan around Piquetberg 
3. 

in the eighteenth century. Here Adam Kok (born 1710) became 

their· chief and was recognised as such by the Dutch Government 

------·--· --- ·-·-------------- i 

1. Cape Monthly Magazine. 2. Dower .d-- \ 3 . Cury, vol. IV, Ch.VI. 
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at the Cape. He and his followers were nomadic. T:hey did not 

settle at Piquetberg, but wandered off through the Cape Colony 

and gradually crossed the Orange. In 1795 they were in the Dis-

tricts of Hay and Barkly, and were for a while at the Karriesberg 
1. 

in Namac(ualand .. 

They wandered about during the whole of the eighteenth cen-

tury and the earlier part of the nineteenth, living probably main

ly on game. In 1800 they were pretty low down in the scale of 

civilization. The missionary Anderson describes them as a wan-

dering itribe who wore skins and daubed their bodies with mud and 

paint. They lived on garpe and what they could steal and were 

"without any traces of civiliza tionf'; and witchcraft, violence 
2. 

and murder were prevalent among them. 

It was missionaries who first ~ivilized this nomadic tribe. 

The first Adam Kok had given over the leadership to his son Cor-

nelius, and while he 1.ivas chief, ·two missionaries, Anderson and 

Kramer, went among these people. They wandered about with them 

for five years, and eventually persuaded them to settle down at 

Klaarwater, later called Griquatown. And so the Griquas took 

the first step on the road to civilization. 

Having once settled down, with the help of the missionaries, 

who during the whole period they remained north of the Oi·ange 

river, had great influence among them, and for whom the Griquas 

always had a profound respect, they began to build decent gomes, 

to make gardens, to cultivate the land, and they prospered and 

became civili7'ed rapidly. 1hey traded with Europeans from the 

Colony, and at the first Beaufort Fair, held in 1~19, their busi-
3. 

ness amounted to 27,000 rixdollars. They traded elephants' tusks, 

salt, skins, wheat and honey in return for good~. ·They always 

remained chiefly pastoral people - the country north of the Orange 

1. Cory, vol.IV,Ch.Vi.r111 2.Cape Monthly Magazine. 
3. -do-
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was better suited to pastoral farming than to agricultural, and 

later when some of these Griquas trekked to Nomansland, they 

still preferred to keep sheep and cattle, and cultivated compa

ratively little. This was quite probably due to the fact that 

agricultural farming entailed far more work than pastoral - the 
1. 

Griquas are notoriously laz~ 

They did not rem9;in a united community at Klaarwater - the 

nature of the land, with its scanty rainfall and few springs, 

did not allow that. In 1811 a settlement was formed at Campbell. 

Then "Damn Kok who had succeeded Cornelius at Klaarwater had a 

disagreement with the missionaries, and once more became a ·wan

derer, collectv~ng round him a band of Griquas and Korannas, who 
2. 

became known as the Eergenaars and lived mainly by plundering. 

In "Dam" Kok's place was chosen Waterboer, a strong and very re-

ligious man, much under the infltence of the London Missionary 

Socie-ty: missionaries. 

At Philippolis, about 150 miles north of Klaarwater, :tll 

a school had been established by Stookenstrom and the Bev.Abraham 

Faure of Graaf f-Reinet. Here, in 1825, Dr. Philip persuaded 
3. 

rtDamrtKok to settle down with his followers. 
Sir Rickard 

Bourke, Governor of the Cape at the time, recognised him as 

chief. This, however, did not confer any authority on him 
sanction 

or :JU.uum.:t::bu!i his occupation of these .lands. The bushmen 

Vl@Pe th~ ret;t.l a.borigdrnes north of the Orange. The Griquas 

just came in and settled down and lands· were allocated to them 

by their chiefs. Later there was trouble when the Boers 

claimed to have just as much right to these lands as the Gri-
4. 

quas 

In 1834, Sir Benjamin D1Urban made a treaty w~th Waterboer. 
t::. 
,I • 

Four years later, Waterboer and 11 Dam11 Kok came to an agreement 

1. Dower, Ch.V. 

2. Cory, vol.IV.,Ch.VI.,p.275. J. Cory, vol. IV.Ch.VI.,p.276. 

4. Cory, vol. IV.,Ch.VI.,p.276. 5. Griqua Law Book. 
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with each other about .the lands they "owned". This agreement 
1. 

is to be found in the Archives .• ·rt is called the nArtikels van 

vereeniging· tussen de Grikwa hoofden11 , Adam Kok and Andries 
.. bA,.,..'' 

Waterboer, and their nvolk 11 • i.aam Kok claimed the present dis-

tricts of Philippolis, Bethulie, Caledon River and Rouxville. 

The lands claimed by both chd:efs were to be called Griqualand. 

They agreed to live peacefully, and to be one nation and 

not make war upon each other. 
/ 

Quarrels between the two sections 

were to be r'eferred to the Cape Colony Government for arbitration. 

Kok and Waterboer were each to be given his own section. Each 

chief could appoint all officers of the, Government, except the 

"Wetgevende Raad", which was to be elected by the "purgers". The 
I 

chief was to have no power ov:er the lives and property of his 
. did ( 

people unless they,hvrong,_,,.nd in that case he was to proceed a.c-

cording to law. .' 

The two Government were to be uni tecl for general ·purposes, 

and once a year, or more often, a general meeting was to be held 

at Griquatown and Philippolis in turn, at which Kok and Waterboer 

were to preside in turn also. Neither captain could make war -

except in self-defe:q.ce - vHthout the consent of this combined Raad; 

neither Wetgevende Raad could pass sentence of death without the 

consent of this Raad; and this combined Raad was to be a Supreme 

Court of Appeal for all Griqua subjects. 

The two captains promised to prevent thieving commandoes 

against the native tribes, and to spread christianity and civili-

zation to the natives surrounding them. They also decided to 

preserve friendly relations will.th the Cape Colony. 

According to this treaty, the Griquas were a civilized, well 

"governed, comparatively democratic people, evidently under the 

influence of the Boers - their 11Wetgevende RaadTT chosen by the 

people':::fhe term "burgersn used for Griqua subjects shows this. 

And the laws they made, with which I shall deal later, also ""'F' ? t 

1. Griqua. Law Book. 2. Cory vvl •! c\... ~ PJ..'\' 
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give one this impression. But I do not think they were as well 

governed as t,?e treaty and their laws would ruaJce us believe. 

Neither captain was strong enough to carry out his good inten

tions, and the people could not yet have been civilized enough 

and sufficiently used to governing and obeying their Government, 

for the State to be a's well governed as the written treaty and 

'" la:ws ~ow ~1~. 1:,1d~ \" ~!-.-.~ (' 
The treaty co~pletely ignored the claims of Cornelius Kok 

v;ho was chief of the little community at Campbell. Cornelius 

was hot very fond of missionaries, which is quite probably why 

Waterboer and ''Dam''Kok ignored him. But Cornelius was not wor-

ried. He stuck to his land, and,.went on selling land to the 
1. ,.f 

Boers. ,./ 

In 1837 'Dam• Kok went )to Cape Town to try and negotiate a 
.! 

tr ea iy with tpe Cape Government, simil;:ir to the one made with 
2. 

Waterboer. He failed to do so, and soon after died. 

Trouble followed at Philippolis. 
,, ,, 
Dam's son Abram suceeded 

NO-.,. 
his father. But he was not too popular with the missionaries, .;:;;;ml 

consequently with the people. So he was deposed and Adam Kok was 

elected chief. Cornelius and Abram joined forces, and attacked 

Philippolis. Wa terboer helped Adam.-vvhich seems to show that 

the treaty was being carried out - and Cornelius and Abram were 

driven off. A combined meeting of the two Griqua Governments 

was held at Phlippolis - again evidence of the treaty - and de-

posed Cornelius. Cornelius did not mind, for Adam and Waterboer 

did not get beyond words, and went on selling land to Boers. 
\ 3. 

Waterbeer and Adam dis:approved of this. As early as 1821 a 

( law was made to the effect that farms might not be sold to tTKo-
" 
l lonisten11 from the Colony (Boers had been gradually drifting 

across the Orange for years) and nonifolonistn might settle on 
,~. 

Gri9ua lands. 

1. Cory't·•i 2 Cory ~"~'-B. Cory, vol. IV, Ch. 8'11'Vl 4. Griqua Law Book. 
. £1-':!,' !">·~~~ Cl...~ J">~)~ P'>-1'1 

"· 
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But Kok and Waterboer were powerless to stop Boers coming into 

the country and settling on the lands claimed by the Griqua 

chiefs. The country was vast, and the Griquas but few in number, 

and they d_id not possess the req_uisi te force for keeping the 

Boers out. So they leased land to Boers, who often paid the 
1. 

whol~ire in -a lump sum, sometmmes with .the'consent of the Raad, 

sometimes without it. In 1838, Adam's Raad passed a law that no 

sale or transfer of land was valid unless the deed of sale or 

transfer had been signed by the captain and Raa4. It repeats that 

no farm could be sold to a colonist or anyone who was not a lawful 1 

2. c 

Griqua subject. This law was neve'1~ obeyed - it was impossible to 

enforce it. Maitland found t)iat Boers often held leases signed 
3. 

by the Raad, vihich shows tha !' even the captain and Raad broke 

the law. 

During the Great Trek, the small community of Boers beyond 

the Orange was greatly augmented by others who were not as loyal 

to the British Government as the earlier arrivals. mn 1842 there 

were about a thousand Boers in the Riet River district, land 
!;. 

claimed by Adam., All these Boers ignored Adam's territorial 

claims and his attempted jurisdiction.· The Boers were prejudiced 

against coloured men and hated the idea of a coloured man ruling 

over any land in which they lived. They set the Griquas against 

Griquas who were very proud of their Government and of the fact 

that they were a "natie". 

After 1842 the bad feeling between Boers and Griquas in-

creased. Jan Mocke, the leader of the disloyal Boers, refused 

to acknowledge Adam Kok's right to the land. He said there was 
. 5, 

no law in the land, which was probably quite true. The Griqua 

1. Dower~.._~, 2 Gric1ua Law Book. 3. Cory~4 Walker. History of 
South Africa, p.225. 5. Cory, vol.Iv.Ch.I~fE ~aq~. 
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laws, I should think, seldom got further than being written 

down. Both Griquas and Boers began to arm and to move about the 

country. A British force was sent to (Qlesberg, and for a time 

hostilities were averted. Kok said that he objected to the Boers 

because they were against the British. Sir George Cory seems to 

think that this was hypocrisy on Adam's part, but I think that the 

Rev. William Dower is right when he says that the Griquas really 

were friendly to the British. The treaty made between the Gri-

quas of Griqua town and PhiLLppolis bears out this view by two 

of its clauses- the one which says that disputes between the two 

sections of the nation are to be ref erred to the Colonia1 G!Dvern-

ment for arbitration, and the last clause, which say.s that the two 

chiefs wish to remain on friendly terms vvi th the Colon~. 

Sir George Cory lays great stress on the fact that some Boers 

had come into the land north of the Orange as early as,or perhaps 

earlier than, the Griq_uas, and so had just as much right to the 

land as they. But the greater nTu11ber of Boers had come during 

and jast after the Great Trek and were disloyal British subjects. 
. _. _____ .. . ..• ·---.. , 

(The Grir:;,uas ~~-r Boers) had crossed the Orange before the 

British took O\'."er the Cape and were therefore not British sub-
1. 

jects.) Adam therefore had a greater claim to the land on ac-
' count of his longer occupation, and the Boers had no right to 

claim the land as theirs and set up their ovm Government as they 

wanted to do, both on account of this, and because they were still 

British subjects. 

In August, 1843, Adam Kok wrote to Cape Town, asking the Go-

vernment to make an alliance with him, similar to that mc:,de with 

Waterboer. The position of the chiefs, however, was not similar. 

Waterboer was chief over people who were willing to submit to·his 

rule, but in Adam Kok's land the greater proportion of the inhai-

bitans were Europeans who objected to his rule, and.were strong 
2. 

enough to defy him. 

\ . ~~49 1. Cory, vol.IV. ,Ch.IVL , 
2. -do- p ""11 
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The treaty was made with Napier in 1843. It made Adam Kok 

a ~ind of chief of police in his own country. He was to be an 

ally and friend of the Colony and to preserve order in his coun-

try. He was to help the Colony to apprehend wronguoers who fled 

across the Orange, and to prevent stealing from the Colony. He 

also had to warn the Cape of any intended hostile movement against 

-t;r - probably meant for Boers as well as natives. Kole ·vvas to be 

given £100 per annum and guns and am.munition. 

This treaty caused a great deal of dissatisfaction. The 

native chiefs v;ith v:hom treaties had not been made were annoyed, 

arid the Boers greatly resented this recognition of a coloureci 

.man 1 s authority over them. 
, 

The Boers were in the wrong in this 

case. The earlier arrivals had recognised Adam's authority over 

the land by hiring or leasing land from him. It~s the Trek Boers 

who were causing trouble. They had no right to object t& Adam's 

rule. His people had been in the country long before the Boers 

arrived, and in addition to this, there is the fact that the Boers 

were British subjects v;ho had trekked of their own free ';.'ill and 

should have put up vd th what they found ln this new. country. 

In recognising Adam 1 s authority in this land, the treaty was 

legally correct, but it w&.s not a vii se move. Napier should have· 

foreseen that the Boers wo1illd object to it. It is difficult to 

see, hoVJever, what cou~ld have been done to avert trouble between 

the Europeans c:inci the coloure<5. men. I do not think that Adam Kok 

r:c.nted the Boers v...-ho l1ad leased lane~ from h:Lm to be removed from 

their farms. He woulc: probablrlK:.ve eeen :..."uite satisfied. if they 

had acknowledged his juris6iction and obeyed his laws. 

Anyway, soon c:.f ter the 1843 treaty t:'nere V•:«1s trouble again 

betvYeen Boers and Gric.1 uas. Neither siue aeted lc:wfully c.nd both 

resJrted to violence in disputes. The English in the Cape Colony 

at this time symp&thized ~ith the Gri~uas,as the'~outh African 

Comrnercial Advertiser'' shows. Fighting between Boers a.nd Griquas 

started. The British helpe0 Adam. .The Boers were defe~ted nt 



( 9) ~ /ll;{"'}ffl~ 
Zwartkopjes, and Governor Maitland came to Griquatown to make 

~_._.... ..... _..~ 

peace. 

He fol.ind that though many Boers held titles from the Gri-

quas, just as many had settled on the land without getting per-

mission. He bl:_amed Adam K_ok for allowing the Boers to settle 

on his land, bu:t saw that Adam was unable to stop them from 

coming in, because his people were weak and his §tate was not 

very well organised. Maitland saw that there could not be 

double ,jurisdiction for Boers and Griquas living amongst each 

other. So in order to make ·and lceep the peace, he told the 

\ Boers that they had to acknowledge Kok!S aut_"hority or else leave 

/
! 1 . 
. the co .ntry and go to ~he Colony and Natal. 

In February, 181+7, the Maitland treaty with Adam Kok was 

made. His country was thereby divided into alienable and inal-

ienable land. The latter portion consisted of the present 

districts of Jacobsdal, Philippolis Bethulie and Fauresmith, 
.,.,, 2. 

land south of the Riet River. In this land, neither Kok 

noT'his people could grant, sell or lease land to any British 

subject (which irij..uded Boers). Those Boers who already ooou-

pied land there, were to leave as soon as their leases expired. 

Those vvho had bought farms, were to consider themselves as ha-

ving forty year leases, and when these leases expired they were 

to leave. In the alienable territory, the boundaries of wh:idl 

were vaguely defined, Europeans and natives could hold land 

if they acknowledged the authority of Adam Kok. Quitrent 

was to be levied on each European-owned farm in alienable terri-

tory. Half of the money thµs obtained was to go to Adam to 

defray expenses of his administration, and the rest was to help 

to maintain a British resident who was to be stationed at Bloem-
3. 

fontein. In 1846, Maj. Warden was appointed British Resident. 

But this treaty did not bring the. hoped-for peace. The 

Boers and Griquas could not live happily tog~ther. In June, 

1847,trouble started again. Then Sir Harry Smith came and 

made another agreement with Adam. The story is that the Griqua 

1. Cape monthly magazine. 2 Cory, vol.IV, page 316. 
3. ~ory, vol. IV.p.320. 



was rather arrogant towards Smith. but agreed to the Governor's 

proposal wf).en he was threatened withk hanging from his own 
1. 2. 

roof. By this treaty made in January, 1848, Adam Kok agreed 

'1to give up 11 his share of the qultrent for £300 per annum in 

perpetuity, £200 for himself and £100 for his people in con-

sideration of '.the lands they had let' some forty years leases 

in the alienable territory being thus converted into leases 

in perpetuity or ownership". British subjects who held leases 

in the inalienable territory were to depart when their leases 

had expired, if they were paid the vaiue of the improvements 

they had made. If the Griquas were lil.nable to pay this amount 

then lessees were to remain until the rental had accumulated 

to the value of the improvements. The valuation was to be 

mqde by the British Re=sident, Kok's secretary, and an emigrant 

farmer. Adam Kok added a postcript to this treaty "Kaptei~ 

Adam Kok begs to add the arrangement as to the purchase of houses 
3. 

and leases in the alienable territory is entirely his own''. 

This postscript made A.dam's later objections to this treaty 

seem rather inconsistent. 

In February, 1848, the country between the Orange and the 

Vaal was annexed by Sir Harry Smith, who proclaimed the Queen's 

sovereignty over all native chiefs in this land, including 

Adam Kok. The authority of the native chiefs over their own 

tribes was to be maintained and a firm British Government was 
4. 

to be established at Bloemfontein. Maj. Warden, the British 

Resident, had no trouble with the Griquas under Waterboer,whlhse 

land was vested in the chief and State. But the-Philippolis 
5. 

Griquas held land by individual tenure, and all Warden had to do 
6. 

was to watch them selling their land to Europeans. 

1. Cory,voili.V., and Dower, Ch.III. 2 G.58- 1 79, pp.47,59,60. 

3. G.58-'~9,p.60. 4. Cory, vol.V. 5. G.58-'79, p.47. 6. E.A. 

Walker, History of S.A.,p.225. 
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In 1854 the Orange River Sovereignty was abandoned and 

the troubles of the Griquas got worse and worse. They had lost 

A almost all the alienable portion of thei1, land already, now 
I 

they lost most of t~he inalienable territory. The th~rd ar~icle 

of the Bloemfontein Convention stated that as the provisions of 

the Maitland Treaty with regard to the inalienable territory 

had never been kept, this treaty was to be modified. All re-

strictions upon sales of land in the inalienable territory were 

to be removed. It was said that Adam Kok had consented to this, 

but Kok denied ever having given his consent. He said that if 
2. 

lands had been sold it had been done 1idthout his consent. 
Clerk 

Sir George ~Xxxkle was sent as a special commissioner to try 

· and settle some of the disputes between the Boers and the Gri~ 

quas. In the inalienable terrLtory certain farms had been con-

1. 

1 fiscated by Maitland from rebellious Boers. These men \'vvere 

threatening to return to their farms, and Adam Kok predicted 

trouble if they did so. Also, certain leases of farms held 

by Boers in this territory had expired, but the farmers refused 
3. 

to L::ave .• Clerk offered to buy the lands in the possession 
4. 

of Boers if Adam would agree to certain c ·Jndi tions. These 

were that his subjects should have the right to sell their lands 

in the inalienable territory, which meant that the Griqua law 

forbidding this had to abn~gated. All Europeans buying land 

in this territory were to become subject to the authority of 

the Boer Government, and a landdrost was to be appointed to be in 

authority over them. Kok Mas still to be paid the £300 per 

annum that the Smith treaty gave him, and his people were to be 

compensated for the lands they had lost in the alienable territory 

by this treaty. The Griquas under Adam Kok were to be allowed 

and helped to remove from the country if they wanted to - it 

was evidently becoming more and more obvious that this was the 

only possible course to adopt if the Griquas had not to lose 

1. A.118- 1 61,p.12. 2. 118-'61,p.2. J. A.118-'61,p.75. 
4. 118- 161,p.4. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE PREPARATIONS FOR, ANI; '.I'H.t; ACTUAL TREK TO, 
. NOMANSLAND. 

Sir George.Grey decided that the only hope of the Gri-
. 

q_uas lay in removing from the Phili-ppolis lands. If they stayed 

there\they. would befor~ very long y_uarrel with the Republic, and 

they had no hope in a struggle against the Boers. Their nation 

would be broken up, and the re1:nnants of it would probably join 
1. 

Moshesh, which would be dangerous for the Orange Free State. 

Grey tbought that the best plaqe in 1,vhich to locate these Gri
" l· 
:~., quaa was Nomansland, on the frontier of the Colony. But he WA$ 

·determined that they should go as British subjects. He wrote 

to the British Government, stating the many ~dvantages there would 

be in locating the Gri~uas in Nomansland. They had always been 

loyal allies of Great Britain, to which ±k fact the Executive 
2. 

Council of the Cape testified on February 18th 1861. By es-

tablishing them as British subjects in Nomansland, Great Britain 

would be adding 6,000 or 7,000 loyal subjects to the Empire. 

These people c-;rere comparatively well of'f and what is more were ~~~·1 
,.,i, " '· energetic. They would open up unknown lands and Vl'Ould act as 

~~~,1<:>- / a...,_bar;.-~ against the savage native tribes beyond. the frontier. 
<;.y ... / 

Grey hoped to settlf1J Europeans among them, so that the GriQuas 

should not form a class-settlement, but shoul:d become absorbed by 

the European population. They were g± t~ be given all the powers 

·of dispos:l.ng of land that British subjects had. 'I'he f!riquas 
/ 

1/ would be a great advantage on the frontier, Qfey saici, since 

they would bring 2,000 well armed and mounted men with them. 

They were not savages. They spoke English and Dutch, were good 

and moral Christians and among them crime was no more prevalent 

than it was among Europeans. They liv~d like Europeans in 

1. A.118- 161,p 25. 2 A.11- 161.p.22. J. A.30- 1 79, p.7. Orpen 
disagrees with this number. He says that Adam Kok moved 
with about 50 wagons and the same number of families (A.12-'73, 
p.167). This figure is probably too low. Adam Kok himself 
said he was taking 1,500 families with him (A.118-•61,p.35). 
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villages and houses built in the European manner. They were 

not land speculators, but vrnuld live on their farms and culti

vate the soil. ThBy were able to defend themselves, as their 

State was divided into fielc cornetcies for this purpose. 

Having given the mny advantages attached to settling the 

Griquas in the new lan4, Grey ended up with the significant 

remark, that the Griquas could be regarded as pioneers who 

could be followed by Europeans. They were to be allowed to 

sell their land to Europeans, and when' they had done their pio-
~9 1. 

w~ neer wor; ___ and sold their lands, they would once more move on •. 

ara. /It is interesting to see just how far Greyis hopes were realized. 

The Griquas went to Nom.anslanC!. and did their pioneer work there, 

but because they had grown poor on the way to the new land and 

during their first years there, they did not do very much to 

open up the country. They did not cultivate as much as Grey 

thought they would. They did not make roads and bridges, but 

they did keep the natives quiet. And they did sell their lands 

to Europeans when the British Government took over authority in 

the country. But they did not again remove as a people to a 

new country. In this respect Grey was just a little too opti-

mistic. 

Arrangements were made about the removal of the Griquas to 

/Nomansland. This bit of the country had by the 1844 treaty 

between Governor Maitland and Faku, paramount chief of the Pondas, 

been restored to the natives who had originally lived there, 
. 2. 

though Faku. remained the paramount chief of the territory. In 

1850 he ceded it to Great Britain on condition that she governed 

it because he was unable to control it. When he heard that 
3. 

Adam Kam was to settle in this land, h~ objected. But when Sir 
. 

Walter Currtt, who was sent by Grey to enquire into conditions 

in tbe country, assure4 Faku that Kok and his people*re to come 

as British subjects, ·the Pondo chief withdrew his objections, 

and the land between the· Umta ta and. Umzimkulu was ceded to Great 
4. 

Britain (1861). 

·c------------------------
1. A.118-'61,pp.ll and 22. 2 A.12-'73,p.21. J.~~ A.12-'73, 

p.146. 4. A.12-'73, pp.87 and 99. 
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Sir Walter Currtt. reported that the land was fertile, well-

wat·ered and wooded, and was capable of supporting a large popu-

lation. The upper parts were suitable for sheep farming but 

the whole could be cultivated, the higher portions bei~g suitable 

for wheat growing, while nearer the coast sugar could be grown. 

He reported that there were some natives in the land - HR.RX 

Nehemiah Moshe sh with about 50. Basutos, xmtx Qtacas, ~pondo-. .,. 

mesi, Xesibi, and a few Fingoes, the chiefs of which tribes 

all wanted to be under the protection of the British Government 

and wanted British magistrates stationed among them. He repor-

ted that most of the land, however, had never been occupied. 

Between the Bashee and the 11Tmzimvubu there were 35, 000 fighting 

men, among whom the Griquas would be a good civilizing in-
1. 

fluence. 

The Griquas themselves sent an.expedition consisting°/Kok 

\ 

and about lOU men to Nomansland. They found there few inhabitanti 

plenty of game and a fertile country, and decided that it was a 
2. 

land of promise where they could grow sugar, coffee and rice. 

They visited Faku, and from the native chiefs. who inhabited the 

land they got permission to settle there. Kok said that these 
3. 

natives ceded Jand to him, and as the country belonged to them 

by the 1844 treaty, he thought he could move to it. He would 

have liked to get Grey's permission, but decided to move even if 

he was unable to get this. The Griquas naturally wanted to go 

to the new land as an independent nation. 

But Sir Geogge Grey would not allo•1v this. If the Griquas 

refused to go as British subjects, they could stay w~re they were. 

He decided to appoint a Commission consisting of a representative' 

from British Kaffraria, Natal and the British Government,which 

was to d~fine the boundaries of Kok's future location, and just 

before he left~e framed the conditions on which the Griquas 
4. 

were to go to Nomansland. 
5 

Adam Kok and the Home Government consented to these. 

1. A.12-'73, p.57. 
4. A.118- 1 61,p.24. 

2. Cape monthly magazine. 
5. A.30- 1 79, p.6. 

3- A.118- 1 61,p~l9. 
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(1) The tract of country was to be defined by a Commission 

appointed by the High Commissioner, and the Griquas were to 

occupy it as British subjects. 

(2) Adam Kok was to get a commission as a Justice of the 

Peace in this territory, and was 11 for the present to adminis-

ter justice amongst his own people, under the rules, laws and 

regulations now in force in Griqualand". 

(3) Adam Eiok was to keep all his former powers, and was 
" to have in addition the powers a Justice of,. the Peace had .• 

in the Colony. 

(4) The Griquas were to divide the land among themselves. 

(5) Surveys were to be made of farms as soon as the 

farmers were in a position to pay for them.·. 

(6) The High Commissioner 11 is to guarantee possession of 
. 

each such farm to its occupant against all British subjects· as 

fully and securely as if it were held under grant from the 

Crown, and to issue titles to this effect as soon as the 

surveys had been completed". 

(7) Quitrents were to be paid on the same principle as 

in British Kaffraria, i.e. about £5 per annum for any or~nary 

farm. 

( 8) The same fees for licences, ·etc., were to be pa:fil 

as were ~paid in the Colony. 

(9) All sums thus raised were to be used for the adminis-

tration of Nomansland. 

On. these Conditions, therefore, the Griquas left: their 

lands north of the Orange, and went to Nomansland. 
1. . 

Orpen tells us that the Griquas were very well treated 
·---· 

He says they 

sold their old lands for the full value, and then accepted 11 mu-

nificent grant from GoverrJIDent on the chief condition that 

they ••••.•. should admit themselves to be British subjects and be 

governed as such" (Orpen would have preferred to have had British 

1. A.30-'79, p.7. 
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everything they had. Ammunition was withheld from the Griquas 

by the British Resident, who told them that he would give them 
1. 

no more unless they agreed to these conditions. This, however, 

was a purely unofficial action. 

Kok did not agree to these conditions. He refused to 

abrogate 
0

his Griqua law, although that did not make any dif-

ference, since the third article of the Convention legalized 

sales of land in the inalienable territory. Later Kok wrote 

again to the British Government, saying that he would accep~ the 
2. 

conditions if certain alterations were made in them. But Clerk 

informed him that he could no longer make any arrangements with 
3. 

him. So the special commissi. oner went away without having 

made any definite arrangements, and the Griquas were left to 

fend for themselves. 

NoW}4 that Kok had been deserted by the British, the Dutch 

Government began to encroach more an.C. more upon his land and 

his authority. In May, Hoffmann, PresidEnt of the Orange 

Free State, proclaimed that all burghers who had bought land 

in the inalienable territory should declare the purchase before 

a Dutch landdrost, and the Dutch Government would protect them. 
4. as 

Adam objected to this, but Hoffmann told him that tl Kok him-

self could not prevent the sales he could not be expected to 
5. 

do so, and so he had decided to havffi things done openly. More 

and more Griquas lost their farms, and more and more sales were 

declared before a Dutch landdrost. The Griquas did not rea-

lize they were cutting their own throats. Adam Kok did not 

approve of this selling, but ra could not stop it. So most of 

the farms sold to Dutch subjects were looked upon as the pro

perty of the Orange Free State Government. 

In 1857 the Republican Government published an article of 

the Bloemfontein Convention of which Adam had known nothing. 
~~ -~---

This declared that whenever Griqua lands were sold:t to an~rone of 

1. A.118-'61,p.2. 2. A.118-61,p.8. 3. A.118-'61,p.9. 
4. A.118-'61, p.7. 5. A.118-'61,pp.7 and 8. 
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European descent, these lands became the property of the Orange 
1. 

Free State. Another article in the Convention had declared 

that all Europeans who had resided north of the Orange for six 
2. 

months became subjects of the Republic - and so Adam Kok lost 

land and authority. With the publication of the secret clause, 

the whole coun;.y, including Philippolis, was divided into field-

cornetcies, and every European became the subject of the Repu

blican Government, find his land the property of the Orange Free 

State. 
oyer 

Now the Republic began to assume authority ~:fxxkR Griquax 

subjects as well - Griquas were imprisoned in Free State prisons, 
3. 

instead of being sent to the Griqua Government. Nothing but 

trouble could come of this state of affairs, with two different 

Governments claiming authority over people living side by 

side, and s'omet.imes over the same people and the same land. The 

Griquas could do nothing. They had .to go. 

Sir George Grey nu tried to help them because he s~pathized 

with them and saw their side of the question. He wrote repea-

tedly to England• EE'.t: the orily answer he got was that he might 

settle the question peacefully if he could, but that Great Bri-

tain was not prepared to interfere in the affairs of the Griquas 

and the Boers. So Grey decided that the Griquas had to leave 

the country. They had been treated rather/oadly by Great Bri

tain after 1854, both by the repudiation of the Maitl.nd treaty 

and by the secret clause in the Bloemfontein Convention. But 

there would have been tro.ble whatever Britain had done. It 

was impossible to have a white and a coloufed Government in the 

the same country, especially where the Europeans hated the 

coloured people md far outnumbered them. G"ey' s course was 

the best one - sending the Gric.1uas to a new country, and that 

one of the best bits of land in South Africa. The Griquas 

naturally lost a great deal in their ftrek to this country, but 

it was mainly due to their own stupidity and laziness that they 

1. A.118-'61,pp.13 and 14. 2. Cape monthly magazine. 
3. -do-. 
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did not prosper there • 

.And now that I have given an outline of the hi st'ory of the 

Griq_uas up to the time of their trek to Nomansland, I shall say 

something about the Government of these people and their habits 
1.' 

and customs. 

Their Government, consisting of an elected captain, a 

rrwetgevende Raadn and field cornets appointed by the captain, 

-~ showed the influence of the Boers_, who governed their republics 
,f·~ ~·~--

/ by means of an elected council anc an elected President. There 

is unfortunately very little material on the subject, but what 

there is, is most interesting. 

The power~of the captain were defined in the treaty between 

Waterboer and Adam Kok, and in a document called "de grondstel

( lingen en wetten van het distrikt van Philippolis", 18th Novem

ber, 1838. The chief was president of the 11Wetgevende R.aactn, 

and together vvi th~formed the central Government, ta ving legis-

lative, executive, and administrative powers. As president 

of the Raad he had a casting vote. He appointed all Government 

officials. He had to govan according to the written laws of 

the country, and had no arbitrary power over the lives and pro-

perty of his subjects. He could not start a war except in self-

defence, without the consent of the United Council of the two sec-

tlons of the nation. 

The nwetge11ende R.aad 11 was elected by the burghers. At 

' different times laws vrnre macietA.bout it, the earliest being in 
J 1821. This law said that Griqua burghers had to obey the cap-
~~· 
tain and Raad and all Government officials; the Raad meetings 

were to be open to the public; the majority were to decide, and 
iA'' t ' t • .A' 'j net less than three members had pov.rer to decide a case; it was 

" .\ . 
f ,~,r '· " , ............... 
\.,/ ~ ~ , 

\ . "' • ~. i ' 

·-, 

to meet once every two weeks. The "grondstellingen en wettenn 

laid down that the Raad had legislative, eRecutive, and judicial 

powers in conj1.inction with the captain. The Raad anc< captain 

could call up the burghers to fig.ht for their land and lo aeefend 

their law. 

1. Gri4ua Law Book. 
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iVI"~ (-.f(V"' ·· In 1858 regulations about the sittings of the Raad anu 
r'/" ... 

payment of members were made. The Raad was in future to s'it 

once every two months, on the.second Tues6ay in the month, and 

each sitting was to last three days; it was to consist of 12 

men, each of vhom was to get £1 a c.i.ay ·i;hile the session lasted. 

Members were .not to absent themselves without sufficient reason, 

and wererllowed to appoint· a competent man to tai:ce their place 

in case of fueir absence; all business of the Raad had lbo be 

written down by the "schryver des Raads". The Raad had power 

to decide all civil anu criminal cases that fell outside the 

scope of the magistrates' court, ana could also act as a Court 

of appeal. It could not pass the cieath sentence without the 

consent aff the Uni t:~ed Council of the nation. 

LRcal GoverrunGnt was carri:::cl on by fielci cornets appointed 

by the captain. Instructions sent to a certain field cornet 

on the 27th August, 1852, shows us Vih& t the position and powers 

of these officials were. A fiela cornet had ·the status an6 

the powers of an assistant mac;istrate, beint~ able to decicie 

minor cases. He had to apprehend murderers anu sena them to 

the Raad in Philippolis. The people of his uistrict had to 

obey 0.nd respect him anci .t:m: were bounu. by rlis rules. He could 

punish them for disobedience and d fiance. Burghers haa th~ 

rig __ t to appeal a5ainst tl:eir decision to the court of the cap-

tain and Raad. 

The rights anci duties of a Grit;.ua burgher also shom the 

influence of the Boers. In 1858 the captain and. Raad maae a 

law that every youth of 20 years became a bw:·gher. He had the 
'"l vlA i:'\fV 

~ 

right to elect the .members of t he 11WetgevenQe Raad 11 and also 

to elect the captain. He hac the right of appeal to the Court 

of the captain and Paaa, an~ in cases above 20G - ix~ol~ars to 

tha C\'Junci].. Gf the Uniteu nation. IIe 110 .. ~>. to se:r·v3 on commancloes, 

if the ca:ot:::cin rJ.nd E;~_Gc~ cc.llec. him -..,_p, E,nc:. if he v;as unable to 

he bc:td to inform the fieli.J. cornets vrho had to ms.ke enquiries and 

report to th~ Raad. Burghers and field cornets coulG oe fined 

for brca~ing this law. 
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There is not much material about the actual working of this 

Gric~ua State, but its history shows that the Government did not 

have much real power. The fact that it could not enforce its 

laws against selling lands to colonists shows its weakness. It 

is also probable that field cornets and other Government officials 

did :·uore or less as they liked. I f .. unu no evidence of taxation, 

so that the whole of the revenue evidently came from fines, and it 

is very probable that in the Philippolis land as later in Nomans-

lane., only a Sl!lillall proportion of this revenue found its vmy to the 

captain and Raad. However, the written laws show that the nature of 

the re ople 17as demo era tic; ·tba t they had reached a comparatively 
et''~ 

hig:t level of civilization; ,...that they we:r·e very much under the 
But . 

influence of the Boers. %NXX these Gric~uas vrnre not yet suf-

ficiently civilized and sufficiently used to Government to carry 

out the good intentions of vihich their law' boo1';: is evidence. 

This Griqua lbw book also tells us a great d.eal about the 

manners and customs of these people. They were greatly influen-

ced by the missionaries and so were naturally very religious. 

In the 11 grondstellingen en wetten11 we find that the people are 

tci>ld to pray every Sunday for the Raad, that it might govern in 

the.fear of the Lord. And they all probably went to Church 

every Sunday like their Boer neighbours. 

In their marriage la.ws v;e also fincl the Dutch influence . 
• 

lf:hey;f'ollowed the custom of monogamous marriages. When a man 

t}nd. a woma.n proposed to get married., the banm had to be read. in 

the Church for three successive Sunu.ays, anO. then the ceremony 

had to take place before t~1e whole congregation .. 

The laws concerning murder also showea the missionary in-

fll;:u~nce. The penalty for premeuitated mu.rd.er was hanging; 

Child murder a.c1d theft with violence were also punishable by 

death. Drunkenness was not considered a mitigating circumstance, 

but a man was not hanged if ne committed a murder in self-defence 

or accidentally. 

The Griquas had .a law - apparently enforced - prohibiting 

them fran indulging in strong drink, The law of 1843 laid 
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down that no Griqua was allowed to have in his possession 

more strong drink than was rec1uired for meciicinal purposes, anci 

a fine of 20 rixdollars was imposeU. for breaking this lavv. No 

trade in liquor was allowed. in Adam Kok's land and it could not 

be transported through his country. Traders were allowed to have 

only 20 gallons on their vwgons, anO. field cornets hau the rigij.t 

to search such vmgons, any quantity in excess of 20 gallons being 

remov.)ed by them. This attitude towards strong arin1c fortuna telyt 

• remained unchanged while the Griquas were tn Nomansland until the 

British took over the Government. Then, owing to the influx 

of Europeans who demanded facilities for getting liquor, the 
it 

1 Gr~q_uas were able to obtain/, and a groong liking for it was 

the result, and one of the causes of their rapid degener~tion. 

Philippolis itself must have been an interesting place. 

There was no municipal council to look after the twwn, so the 

inha.bi tants themselves were :rmde responsible ~J;,i,smoelves for 

the cleanliness of the street in front of t~ houses, and 

were fined if they neglected this duty. They had also to be 

careful not to lwve wagons and other obstacles in the streets. 

In 1831 a law was passed dealing with the occupation of hous.es. 

It laid down that all burghers who possessed houses were to pro-

vide for their occupation within a certain period or otherwise 

run the risk of confiscation. Inha bi tac1ts of the villaLe ·were 

held responsible :·or seeing' tr!a t their stock did not s"L~ray and 

cause damage to property. Animals straying and damaging property 

were liable to be placed in the "schutn, where they were kept 

until compensation had been paid for the damage and the cost of 

keeping them in the 1' schut 11 had been made good. 

Farms in the Griq_ua country i;,vere evidently granted free to 

the population, for no mention is made anywhere of rentals being 

· l1wS . required, and the only'l concermng land in de Griqua law book' dealx 

with its sale to colonists. 

~ 
t:li 

I was so<r1ry not find more materic-il..about the Griquas duning thi v L 

'(!""/.Period, because the fragments in the Griqua law book vJGre very 
/ I 

1 /interesting. 
\..-
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colonists in this landj. He does not take into account the 

many years during which the Griquas were independent living 

under their own Government north of the Orange, and the fact 

that this had caused them to come to regard themselves as 

a nation-~ · They very naturally dia not want to become British 

subjects and lose all their cherished independence. 

However, they decided to trek. Kok called a meeting 

of his people in January, 1860, and the majority decided that 

they would go to Nomansland on Grey's conditions. 
1. 

At this 

time the Griquas were a pr~sperous people, possessing about -
500,000 acres of land. They held tltl~s to their farms on 

which they built .houses and outbuildings, where they had plan-

ted orch~rds and gard~ns, and had cultivated lands which they 

often enclosed with stone walls, and on most of these farms 

there were good stone kraals and dams. Each farmer had 20 e.-d ~ 

to 100 horses, the same number of cattle, and thousands of well

bred wool sheep. Shopkeepers found~ the Griquas as good cus-

tomers for clothing, groceries, guns, saddlery and furniture as 

the Boers.(There were, of course, the inevitable poor people, 

but they owed their poverty mainly to laziness and thriftlessness~ 
• 

They volunta:r;Vtly gave £500 to £600 a year to the suppor~ of re-

ligion and education among themselves, paying their own minis

ter, a schoolmaster in Philippolis, and. schoolmasters in the 

country. It was inevitable that they should grow poorer on 

their trek to a new country. "No people could enter upon 

such an exodus without being throvm back by unexpected suffer-
2. 

ings and loss". 

They naturally lost a great deal of stock both on their. 

trek to Nomansland; and immediately after t.heir arrival in 

this new· country. But the fact that they·did not prosper in 

' tliis fertile l~nd is due almost entirely, I think, to their 

own.lazin?ss. · All the worst elements of their character 

:s:eemed to come out in Nomansland. It seems as though their 

1. Cape mon~hly magazine. 
2. -do-

\ 
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prosperity in the Philippolis country must have been due to 

/a very great extent to the missionaries. With.out their gui

dance the Griquas for got that they had to work if fuey wanted 

to prosper. In Nomansland they unfortunately did not have 

missionaries for the first few years, and never had as many and 

as influential men as in Griqualand West. Left to themselves 

they did not work, and so they came to lose almost all their 

former prosperity. 

The Griquas needed months to prepare for the trek. They 

had to dispose of their land, sell their farms, and their cot-

tages in Phlippolis, and had to buy wagons, food and supplies 

for the actual trek. Their farms were good and so commanded 

good prices. Almost the whole of the first instalment on 

them was taken in supplies, wagons and animals. Only two or 

three Griquas held mortgage bonds as security, because the 

buyers were indignant at the lack of trust implied in asking 

for such secmrity. Very few Griquas who did not have mortgage 

bonds ever got the full amount agreed upon. The money that 
the 

they did get seemed to/Griquas quite inshaustible. They were 

used to handling small sums, and now that they had lots of 

more y they spent it madly and on absolutely un..vieccessary arti-
1. 

cles - the Griquas never learned to be careful with money. 

Their unallotted lands were disposed of by agents, and were sold 

in 1862 to the Orange Free State. Here too the Griquas lost 

money through dishonest agents. -- •7 The money got from the parso~age, 
2. 

school anci church sales, was almost all lost. At. last, how-

ever, the Griquas were ready to depart. They begand to move off 
3)• 

slowly towards the end of 1860. They wea~ first to Hanglip, 

and then moved to just inside the Basuto border (Kok ·had got 

permission from Moshesh and other Basuto chiefs to pass unmoles-

ted through their territories). At Hanglip the Griquas rested 

for months even erecting a temporary church tla:'e. 

1. Dower, Ch.V and Cape monthly magazine. 2. Dower. J. Cape 
monthly magazine. 
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It was a long straggling trek, with all sorts of vehicles, 

and numbers of cattle, sheep and horses accompanying each family. 

The poorer people travelled ~n wagons bought by the Griqua Govern-

ment. It was not_ an easy trek. 1862 was a year of intense 

drought, and there were famine prices beyond the Orange. The 

milchcows on which the Griq_uas depended on a great proportion of 

their food, died. And to make matters worse, the Ba.sutos began 

to steal stock. In September, 1862, the Griquas left Hanglip 

and moved off to the foot of the Drakensbegg, which they were 

determined to cross. Every day working parties were told off 

to prepare some.kind of road across the mountain. Eventually 

the Griquas managed to cross the mountains, but only with the 

greatest of d.ifficulty, often having to abandon their wagons for 

lack Qf draught anima.ls. In February, 1863, they had reached 

the Banks of the Keniga. From there they went to Berg Vyftig 

which was lat~er called .Mount Currip, and 4'here they established 

their chief village. 

While the Griquas were on their way to Nomansland, there 

had been some trouble about the land they had to occupy. Natal 

claimed the land between the Umzimkulu and the Umtamvuila by 
1. 

virtue of the 1850 treaty with Faku, and wanted to annex this, 

because the natives living there were rahher troublesome. Grey 

and Wodehouse both asked Natal not to annex the land before 
2. 

Adam Kok was settled, and his boundaries determined. This 

was agreed to after Natal and the Cape Government had written 
3. 

many letters. In November, 1861, a Commission was appointed 

consisting of Dr. Sutherland, the Surveyor-General of Nata~ and 

Sir Walter Currie. Wodehouse had t·:1ld Adam Kok that he could 

have th~and between the Umzimvubt,t. at'd Umzimkulu bounded E;J 

on the north by the Tugela range of the Drakensberg mountains. 

In March, 1862, another Commission, consisting of Sutherland, 

1. A.118-'61,pp.29 and 30. 2. A.118-'61 and G.53- 1 62 .. 
3. G.53- 1 62, p.4\;~ 
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Currie and two Griquas appointed by Afam Kok: determined Kok.Js 
1. 

Natal claimed that her vl'estern bounda,ry was boundaries. 

ft\ the Umtam1'una, v 2. 
1,000 miles west of the Umzimkulu. 
~ 

Kok ohjected 

to this. He said that he had with him more than 1,500 

families, more than 20,000 sheep and also many horses and cattle, 
. wov/J.. and.if Natal was given all she claimed, there~ not be enough 

land for him and his people, Since the land was already occupied 

by rative tribes. Moreover the site he had chosen for his 

chief village fell within the land claimed~y Natal. In May, 
.3 • 

1862;t~ Wodehol.ID informed Kok that he could have as much land as 

needed. Natal was to get the land bounded by the sea, the Umtam
a 

vuna, the Umzimkulu, and xl«E line drawn from the Tugela mountains 

to the junction of the Ibisi with the Umzimkulu. Kgk was to get 

the rest of the land up to the Drakensber& and the Umzimvubu. This 

gave him the spot he wanted for his principal village, and Wode-

house assured him that he vmuld not be molested by Nehemiah 

Moshesh or Faku. 

1. G. 53- 162, p.4. 2. G.53-'62, pp.10 andil~. 3. G.53-'62,p.17. · 

\ 
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Section II. 

1S!l'ilM THE GRIQUAS IN GRIQUALAND EAST~ 

Chapter III. 

The character and social conditions of the Griquas. 

The Griquas were descended from European fathers and hotten-

tor or slave mothers. The:re were many points in their character 

which could be traced to their mixed origin. Many characteris-

tics were developed by their environment. 

One of their chief characteristics, and one of the main 
1. 

causes why they did not prosper in Nomansland, was laziness. 

Their hottentot aru::estors had been a pastoral folk, living 

on their cattle and sheep and on game. ·when they later entered 

the service of the European farmers it was found that they ser-

ved best as herdsmen, finding it hard to do agricultural work. 

The same tendency was evident in the Griquas. In their Phili~-

polis days they had cultivated a certain amount' of land, this 

was probably mainly dme to the efforts of the missionaries. 

Even there, however, their farms were mainly pastmral. When 

they came to Nomansland they had no missionaries to induce 

them to work and to cultivate the land. So they lived on game 

and milk, and when their stock being unused to the long grass 

that grew there died in this new land, the Griquas were stran

ded. "'}Jut they could not make up their minds to Jo the work that 

was required for agricultural farming, and they never cultivated 

very much land in Griqualand East. The Rev. William Dower 

tells us that when Kokstad was.first being established, the 

Griquas were too laz~ to take up erven in the new township. 

He also tells us that he preached continually the gospel of 

work to these people, but in vain. They disliked work, and if 

they could get a farm from the Government, and possessed a 

few cattle and sheep to keep them from starving, they were 

quite satisfied with themselves. 

1. Dower, chapers VI and VIII. 

\ 
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Out of this indolent character arose their great love 

of talk.If 'fhey could talk about something they were happy, and 

if they were deprived of this pleasure they immedia t·.:~ly had 

a grievance. The 1879 Commission which took evidence on the 

subject of the rebellion, reported that a Griqua would take 
..-c--~-...... . 1 . 

two da~s to say vvhat a European could say in half .an hour. 

When Captain Blyth came to Griqualand East he did not know 

of ·this characteristic, and it was a· long standing grievance of 

the Griquas that he did not allow them to talk the matter 
2. 

over so that they might understand each other .. An objection 

to the taking over of the Goverrnnent in 1874 was that Sir 

Henry Barl{lJy ,after having allowed the Griquas to put off 
I . 

the meeting with him on two occasions, left Kokstad before 

the Council could make up its mind that it had talked oough 
3. 

and would meet him. After 1874, the Griquas formed their 

committe~ of 12, which acted as a safety valve since it al-
4. 

lowed them to talk as much as they liked. When Blyth sup-
, 

pressed this committee they were very dissatisfied. A Gri-

qua had to talk to be happy. 
Two which were 
x /characteristicx :irnxxxwxx traceable to their Boer ances-

which were . 
tors and xu:t.xmcx developed by their environment, were their 

pridie and their love of independence. For many years they 

were quite independent in the lands north of the Orange and 

came to regard themselves as a nation. They were superior 

to the natives around them in civi+ization, and the British 

· n ,\c\~ Government was their ally. This rather tended to turn 
\. ~./J ' ' 5. '5": '~·~. / , their heads and to turn pride to conceit. Theitjposi tion 

in Nomansland,·as an almost sovereign State supported by 

the British Government, and an authority over thousands of 

natives, added t~ this pride. They were also very suspicious 

and had to be treated with great tact. 

trusted Europeans, and were ready to take the smallest thing 

as an insult from them. The British Government unfortunately 

1. G. 58-'79,p.15. 
4. Dower, ch. XVIII. 

~· G.58- 1 S9, p.15. 3. G.58- 1 79, p.15. 
5. G.58- 1 79, p.17. 
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did not realize this when it took over the Government of the 

country. That the Griquas took themselves very seriously in-

deed, is shown by thei"'f' Government papers. One had to be 

very caref1:J.l not to off end this sense of digni t;5r and impor-
1. 

tahce. They called themselves "grootmensche", and when the 

British Government regarded them as just unimportant, ignorant 

men,there was trouble. 

It was also said of them that they were "conspicuously 
2. 

wanting in habit and mental training". This could be traced 

to their origin - the Griquas lacked steadiness and perseve-

ranee. They did not have a great deal of common sense, and 
was 

as far as money XS.KR concerned they were~ike children. Both 

in Phlippolis, and in Griqualand East, they sold their farrrs 
3. 

at the first opportunity, lac~ing the sense to see that they 

were losing power in the land by doing so. I.n fact they 

seemed to lose all balance when once they started selling 

their farms. Nothing could stop them. Dower says "the ave-

rage Griqua, if be nnce gets the 'verkoop gedachtem, the 

selling fever, has nei tre r conscience nor reason, nor common 

sense, nor ears to hear". The wilcl selling of farms that went 

on after 1874 bears out this statement. I 

And when they were paid for their land, they did not 

keep the money. They spent it on unnecessarly and useless thing 

They never in Griq.ualand East had much money, until they 

began to sell their farms, and then it slipped through their 
4. 

fingers like water. Dower says that even the good Griquas 

showed childish folly in spending their money. It is a great 

pity that the missionaries who had. rersuaded the Griquas to 

settle uown, and brought than: to a comparati ve]y' high level of 

civilization, had been unable to teach them the folly of selling 

their Jand and spending their money extravagantly, because these 

things caused their final downfall in Griqualand East. These 

1. G. 58-'79, p.16. 2. G.58- 1 79, p.14. J. FDower, Ch.VIII. 

4. Dower, p. 66. 
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~RN~±R peculiar people, independent hroWd loving talk were 'r . ' 
others. And th~~ey :bad to have 
1. . 

also very critical - of 

a ~rievance to be happy. ll ..... a Griqua without a grievance 
2. 

would indeed be an anomo.ly 11 , the 1879 Commission quite cor-

rectly reported. 

They were an interesting people, but not easy to govern, 

as the British Government discovered aft er 1874. Adam Kok 

kept them quiet, but that \nas probably because he ruled them 
. 3. 

fraternally and generously. The Griquas under him probably 

complained a lot, but they left their Government alone. They 

at any rate never rebelled during Kok's rule. 

In Griqualand East, as in the Philippolis lands, they 

were very religious. When they firrst came eo Griqualand East 

they had no minister, and could not affad to have one. For 

seven years t~J.ey remained without a minister at a crisis in the:i'f 
one.4. 

h:i:=tory when they most needed nm. ·The officers of he Church 

who had come from Philippililis kept up the services and maintain-

ed discipline. When Kok himself offencied the Churhh, he Vl.TaS 

excluded from its privileges, but although le never tried to 

get these back, he attended divine service regularly and helped 

in the external affairs of the Church. For a long time a 

Griqua deacon, Hans Bezuiden.."'1.out, acted as minister of the 

Church, but he could not do much since he had h:isfarm to look 

after. The Rev~ William Dower became their first European 

Minister in 1879. Land vvas granted in Kokstad for the .. 
5. 

building chf a Church, and this was built by the Grir,i.uas them-

selves. It is interesting that the m:iissionary influence as 

far as religion was concerned, was so profound. If they did not 

influence the Gri~ua charactermuch
1

they at any rate taught 

them to go to Church on Sundays, and taught their legislative 
6. 

Council to begin its.meetings with a prayer that it ~ight 

govern the land well in the fear 4God. 

1. Dower. 2. G.58- 1 79, p.16. J. G.58- 1 79, p.19. 
l+. Do..-;er, ch. VI, '.) . Executive Council minutes, Dec. 1870. 
6. Leg. Council minutes, 1868. 
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M1ssionaries were allowed to establish stations in the 

-country if they ~ot permission from the Volksraad, ~hich gran-

ted lana for the station, but retained this lanu as the pro-

perty of the State. Missionaries ano. othe~sf vvhdt liyed in the 

mission station had to obey the laws an.Ci. custom~, of the land. 

One man, Dr. Callo~ay, was ~arned that if he transgressed the 

laws of the land he would be exnelled. It is also interesting 

to note that missionaries were warnea to confine t:r1eir activi-

ties to the spiritu&l teaching of the inhabitants of the land, 

v.rhether they were Griquas, English o:c nB.tives. Dr. Calloway wa 

told of this, and the reason given was that exprience hai.i 

tayght the Volksraad that missionaries often caused trouble 
i. 

when they concerneO. themselves \Vi th poli tic&l aff<:J.irs. The 

Government r,TtS: .•... ite:;; epc.~rc::~_to allo·:: missionaries to come Lnto 

the laud on these teif'.ls, i::i2cc-ust:e lt thout:ht tl:o.t the;- \JOUlcl 

be o: c-{vs.ntage to t.he natives. 

As far as marriage v;&s concerned, the la1Ns maoe in Phi-

lippolis still existed. In the Grh_u::.1 Le'.•.'..- Book l rom 1861~ 

onwards, there are severiil oocuments issuea at tTBerg Vyftig, 
• N'teuw Grikwalanctn, whiich testiff.ed to the fact that certain 

people had been lawfully married according to -;:;he Imll.rriage 

laws. All these documents were signe9by Adam Kok. Divorce 

wq.s evidently allowed,' but was not very popular. In 1870 

the Executive Council too decio.ec. that divorce was a matter 
J. 

for Kerkeraad to deal with, but in March, 1871, it was decided 

that the Legislative Council could grant permission fer di-

vorce if the applicants haC. lawful reason for aesir.Lng it. 

In May, 1873, a certain Gric1ua was t:>lu by the Executive Coun-

ell that he would be allowed to ci.ivorce his v:ife if she also 

presented an app_;_ication. The minutes of the Legi~slative 

Council mention an interesting case of seduction. A certain 

man, a European judging b;7 his name, sec.ucec. a Gric~ua' s w~fei,. 

He was fined £25, anci was ord.ereC. to be outside Gric;.ualand 

1. Gric~ua Government papers, 1870. 2. Exe~ive Council 
minutes. 3. Legislative Council minutes. 
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East within six aays. Judgint:, by this case, Lhe Griquas 

were strict about the keepin; of their marriage laws. 

There was some attempt at education under Kok's rule. 

In the minutes of the Executive Council a school committee 

is mentioned, and in 1870 '='-11 erf in Kokstaci was granted for a 

school. Dower tells us that the Rev, w. Murray in 1869 con-
1. 

ducted a boarding school for the most &dvanced Griqua boys . 

.Cower 1 s own sister-in-lrnv ~ept a l:..s.yschool at the rec,uest of the 
2. 

Griquas. The Cape Government paid £50 per s.nnum f'or the pur-
3. 

pose of eC.uca ti on to tne GT·L.~ ua Government, anc.._ this v,•as used 

for educational purposes. 

The Gri:.1uas first settled about three miles north of the 

spot where Kokstad. was later established, and caJ_led this set-
4. 

tlement Mm .. mt Currie. In the centre of this village they 

built a long narrow building, about 8 feet high, with sod 
5. 

walls, a thatched roof, and unglazed openings for vdncim'v·s. 

This served as a citadel, assembly hall, dayschool house, and 

Church, and ,c,_nd also sometimes as a kraal for the tovm goats. A 

Very strong fort was built, with an underground powGer magazine, 

which was carefully guarded. This fort inspired a wholesome 
6. ~ 

respect in the natives, and helped to ~eep them quiet. For 

the first the Gric-;_uas lived close to this lager, occyi.pying 

farms near it. But as they gre:'d more confiC;ent, they began 

to spread out ana tnke farms furthe!:'· ay;-ay from thG centre of 

the village. The ~ ev. William Jo1frer maG.e it a c onu.i tion of 

l1is becoming the G:ci~c~ua minister in 1869, that a n8'1V anC. oet---
ter sett¢lement be formed at the present Kol\:stad. Ad;::cm Kok 

agreed to this, but it vvas not easy to get the Grie;_uas to settle 

there. They were too laxy to move from the old lager and to 

:.. Dower, cb.VII. ;::. Dov.-e:':', ch.VII. ::;. G.;::?-:-'74,p.156. Orpen , • t , _,_, _,_ t • ·- f' 'C<llv(A.l-.•OhO\.) 1 aa.mi t ea Lna L l:ns illoney was useu or eeo::~s±orL:.:t. purposes, 
al though for th'$ first i"ev: years it had not been so. 

4-· All c.ocuments headed. lfount Currie until ntoK ~tad.(' µsed. 
r;. l}o;ilier. ~;:~.vr. 6. Dower, ch.VI. 
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1. 
take up erven in the new township. B~t houses were gradually 

built there, and in March, 1871, KokstaO. vras declared the prin-
2. 

cipal town. The Gric;ua Government ma.0-e a number of interes-

ting regulations about the Mount Currie settlement, and these 

probably later applied to Kokstad vilien that became the chief 
3 

village. In 1868 it was decided that damage done by stock 

t t . i\f t c . . ~,... 1 - b th . t . 1 o proper yin Moun JU.rrie was"va uec. y _ree impar ia 

people, ,anC. had to be paici by the owner of the stock. The 

animals were to be kepjz- in the 11 schutn until such damage had 

been paid, and .if they had not been redeemed after one month they 

could be sold by public auction. I,.., 1870 the Legislative 
.1 • ..i.. ' 

Council decided that houses in Mount Currie were not to be 

built out into the road, but that their verandahs might ex-

tend beyond the edge of the road. Most of the,i houses evident-

ly possessed verandahs. By a regulation of the Exec·utive 

Council in November, 1871, al,l property in Mount Clilrrie hc-... d to 

be fenced in, othervdse the owners could not claim damage done 

by wandering anima.ls. Judging by these regulations almost 

all of the inhabitants of the chief village possessed cattle 

and sheep and other animals, anci were evic..ently not too careful 

about keeping them in kraals. 

Water for drinking and for agricultural purposes ~':as ob-

to.ined from a ·water furrow which ran through the. town. And 

the inhabitants probably very often disagreed about this furrow. 

As this was the only water supply the town had, there was some-
5. 

times too much water, and sometimes none at all. But the Exe-

cutive Council never took any steps about the matter. 

It probably did not occur to them to do so. When Capt. Blyth 

came to Griqualand East, he decided to do something to give 

:\0 kstad a better water supply, and also affirmed his intention 
6. . 

of establishing a market.ii which shows that Kokstad, during Adam 

1. Dower, ch. VIII. 2. Ex.Co. minutes, 3. Griqua law book. 
i~. Leg.Council minutes, April, 1866. 5. 
6. G.52-'76, Blyth to Brownlee, 12th April, 1876. 
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Kok's rule had no market. Nor for the matte~of that was there 

a market in the whole Griqualanci East. Kokstad, however, had 

a school, and its Church with a tower and a vestry, was almost 
1. 

finished when the British Government took over in 1874. 

By 1869 a post office had been established in Mount Currie, 

with a postmaster who ij:ept a list of all the letters that passed 

through his hands. These letters were carried by a native run-

ner. In 1374 a weekly postal service between '.\:okstad and 

Natal was established by the manager of Ballance & Goodl.iffe's 
that 

store. It was really a private postal service, :tk!rllbecame 

pub+ic by having \ its own postage stamp. It was called the 

"Mount Currie Express", anci if the Griqua Government wanted to • 

make use of it, it had to buy the stamps just like other 
2. 

people. In May, 1874, there was a note in the Executive 

Council minutes to the effect that it had been decided to 

establish a postal service to the Umzimkulu.district. 

As soon as the Griquas had. gro~vn used to their new land, 

they began to spread out, and to get farms for themselves. It 

was easy enough for a G,..iqua burgher to get a farm. He could 

take out a title on payment of 16/-, which he probably paid in 
3 4. 

kind, or he could take ancertificate", costing only 7/6d, 

which gave him th~right from the Griqua Government to a farm, 

before ·the title was issued. In March, 1867, the Legislative 

Council made various regulations a.bout farms in GriCJ_ualand 

East, the rn9st w important of which were that captain Adam 

Kok was fo~om March, 1867, to have the right to grant farms to 

Griqua subjects, and that each farm was to consist of 3,000 

acres. The first regulation was not carrie1out, because we 

find. that the Legislative Council dealt vJith applications for 
with 

grants of land, and fill applications to sell or ,;:transfer 
5. 

farms. The Executive a:uncil referred all such applications 

to the Legislative Council. 

1. G.2~k2& 21- 1 75,p.83. 2. Dower, p.40. 3. Gri~ua law book, 
1865. 4. Dower, ch. XVI. 5. Leg.Council minutes. 
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The rent paid on these farms was £2 per annum, according 
o'--rcve rw'( 

to an account;.received from farms in the Griqua Government pa-
l. 

pers of 1870. At the end of 1870, an annual tax was imposed 

on all farms. If a farmer was unable to pay this, he had to 

do Government work to the value of he tax. 
2. 

annual tax, however, is not mentioned. 

The amount of this 

Towards the end of this same year the Government made an 

effort to get ~he Griqua farm owners to live on their farms, 

by threatening them with confiscation of their farms if they 

did not occupy them before January, 1872. In June, 1874, the 

field cornets were instructed to see that this· law was carried 

out within two months, which seems to show that the Griquas 

had not been returning to their farms, and that they had not 

been punished for their disobedience. When the first census 

was taken by the British Government in 1875, it was found 
3. . 

that many Griquas were not occupying their farms, so the field 

cornets had evi.)deritly not carried out their instructions. 

The Griqua Government did not like grantir.g land to 

Europeans, and therefore made them pay £150 before they could 
4. 

get a farm on the same conditions as Griqua burghers. Dower 
5 

tells· us that Europeans sometimes even married Griqua women 

in order to get farms on the same conditions as the Griquas. 

But this policy of the Government did succeed in keeping out 

Europeans. In 1872 there were only comparatively few white 

rJ' men who possessed land in Griqualand East. 

that they came/in in large numbers. 

It was after 1874 

Some attempt was made to survey the farms granted in Gri-

qualand East, because in ib868 Barker was appointed thefland 

measurer of the Griqualr?-nd territory, and detailed inst ructions 
6 I . ' 

were given him. But he surveyed only a few farms and had great 

difficulty in getting his diagrams signed by Kok. The 1876 

1. Griqua Government. papers, 1870. 2. Leg.Council minutes. 
J. G.21-'75,p.116. 4. Leg.Council minutes, Dec.1873. Per
mission granted to two Europeans to get farms if they paid £15 
5. Dower, ch. XVI. 6. 
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Land Commission reported that very few surveys had been made 

so little use had evidently been made of the Griqua Government's 

land measurer. ~i.Lwv~? 1. 
The Griquas cultivated quite a lot of ground, but their ------..,. 

main interest lay in stock farming, and it was on this that 

they chiefly depended for their subsistence. It was be-cHuse 

cattle and ~heep were so important to them, that so many regu
lung 

lations were made about Du&! sickness and red water disease. 

Several very good regulations were made by the Exe cu ti ve Cdmn-

cil. In September, 1871, they sent the rather surprising 

instruction to the field cornets, that they were tcfcompel the 

(" nat~ves in kraals waere there was lung sickness to innoculate 

all their cattle. In November, 1872, the minutes of.the Coun

cil mention that regulations about lung sickness had been made 

for Mount Currie. In February,, 1874, other regulations were 

made about red water, which were to be carriedout by men ap-

pointed by the Government. A red water boundary was fixed. 

No cattle were allowed to cross this line, and if they did so 

they were not allowed to return. Any one who infringed this 

regulation was to be subject to a fine not exceeding £20, or 

to three months hard labour. People were encouraged to give 

information about infringements of the rule, by being 

pff ered half the amount of the fine that was imposed. In 

Aprilxagain, instructions were sent to Sidowi, a native chief, 

and to all the field cornets, that cattle which aad· crossed the 

boundary were not. to return, and all officials were ordered to 

co-operate in the carrying out of the regulations. In May it 

was decided that the captain and the Executive Council were to 

decide whether animals that had strayed across the line were 

infected or not, and if they were, they were to be destroyed. 

The owners could not claim compensation for such cattle. 
2 

The thick forests of the country evidently employed many men,. 

w'v<. ""'"'''\- '-""~ 
1. G.21-'75, p.86. 2. Most forests"in Eastern part,""'inhabi-

ted mainly by Bacas 



because a "boschmeester" was appointed, and detailed regula-
1. 

tioris were made about licences and the cutting of wood. In 

1864 the salary df the "boschmeestern was fixed at £2.0 pe:'r 
2. 

annum. This man had to carry out the following regulations 

of March, 1870:. 

He was to issue\ monthly licences, costing 10/- each, 

without which no' man could chop wood for sawing; he was to 
• 

see that no worker came within 40 square yards of the sawpit 

of another; he was to see that men on the other side of the 

Idisi worked only in certain places; he was to decide·where 

outspans in the\forest were to be, and had to see that natives 

did not damage the forests. Licence fees could be paid in 

wood, stinkwood being valued ~at 6d per foot and yellow wood 

at l/6d per 20 feet. By these regulations the "boschmeester" 
3. 

was paid half the amoUIJ.t received from licences. 

There is only one "boschmeester" mentioned in the Govern-

ment minutes. It seems impossible that one man coulaparry ~x 

out all the instructions given in 1870. It was probably once 

more a case of good intentions on the part of the Government 

not being carried out in practice. 

Other administrative work done by the Griqua Govenment was 

connected with roads, outspans,drifts and ferries. The 1872 

Commis,sion to Griqualand East reported that it found no roads 

in the country, and gatve the impression that the Griquas had 
1\¢ v c. 't' 
11euu~r even attempted to make roads. This was incorrect, 

{ for the Griq_ua Government had tried to make roads. In the) Exe-

cutive Council minutes of July, 1870, there is mentioned a road 

party which had to be pap. by the field cornet Smith Pommer. 

There is even one instance of convicts being set to work on the· 
4. 

foads for three months. In 1871 they made what amounted to 

a traffic regulation for the n.Seeste kraal gekapte pad" -

1. Leg.~ouncil minples, March, 1870. 2.Griqua law book. . 

t This was:'°in addition to the £20 salary. 4. Ex.Counc~l 
minutes. Men who had bee_n convicted of witchcraft,July,;)..872. 

~'\· ~4 ~..t\...,.fdoJ\- r.,.~<,,.,1$'10' ~OiJ.._1"o1·-t:.1'f7'""o<_i~"'"""-:- Cl.>o~ci...-.,...,~•c.., -.o\• .... ~~......i )'>e..,~ tl>Aq.,'J 
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the field cornet of the district was instructed to order riders 

on this road to keep to the upper side of the road, and to fine 
1. 

them 5/- if they disobeyed. 

The Commission, however, cannot be blamed for thinking 

that the Griquas had done nothing about roads. That part of 

South Africa is not easy to provmde with roads, because of 

the sandy nature of the soil. Even today its roaqs have the 

V reputation of being among the worst in South Afric.e,. I have 

been told that during and just after the rain~ season the roads 

are in places, quite impassable, because of the deep dongas 

that are was~ed out by the heavy rains. The Griquas cannot 

be blamed for not making roads in this count;[. ,!hey must be 

given credit for trying to do something eve'fJVAt"ht- did not 

accomplish much. 

They must also be given credit for establishing outspans 

throughout the country. At a time when people travelled mainly 

by ox wagon, taking days over journeys that would take us a 

few hours, outspans were.very necessary things. ',The Griqua 

Government could of course have allowed travellers to outspan 

crywhere along the roads. But they evidently realised that it 

was necessary to have certain definite spots for outspans, and 

that they could make some money out of establishing them, by 

charging a small amount for the privilege of using them. Out-

spans were usually established at drifts in th~rivers - there 

werero bridges - and no land might be granted out of these out-
2. 

spans, and natives were not allowed to plaht in them. 

Where there was no drift through a river, a ferry was some-

times established. At the Umzimkulu river, Donald Strachan 

operated the ferry on payment of £20 per annum. 

An important part of the administration was the control 

of the g~ns and ammunition that the British Government allowed 

Adam Kok. This was all imported from Natal, and was very ~xx:ex 

1 j:.t~;~. Co ..... c,\ l\..ii.111-t~· . " 
2. Ex.Council minutes. 
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warefully looked after by the Executive Council. No one 

was allowed to buy glil.ns and ammunition, or to trade in it, 
1. 

withouth the permission of the Executive Council. When 

the field cornets needed arms for some purpose, the Executive 

Council issued the required amount, and ordered them to return 
2. 

what they did.not use. The prices at which guns and ammuni-

tion were to be sold to Griqua burghers were also determined 

by the Executive Cmuncil. It seems that. the Government mana.ged 

on the whole to keep control over the supply of guns and ammuni

tion to_ the country. 

Among other interesting information I got from the Griqua 

Government papers was the fact that no one could leave the 

(' country without a permit, which was usually granted by the Exe-
3. 

cutiveCouncil for one year. I also found that the Griquas 

had some kind of police force. There is an amusing story in 

the Legmslative Council Minutes of 1867~ Karel Pienaar, 

a Griqua, was appointed a police officer by the captain, and 

was told to find men to work with him in his duties. Karel 

Pienaar was rathetjvague about what being a police officer meant, 

but he somehow gathered that there was money in the.business, 

and so he was quite willing to undertake the work. He had a 

heated argument with the Legislative Cmuncil about his salary 

and that of his men. In the en.)i he was given about half the 

amount that he asked for. On¢ one or two occasions I found that 

the Executive Council had given a bag of mealies or some blan-

~ets to the police. I found, however, no evidence of their 

work. 

I also discovered that the Griqua law ct: prohibition was 

still enforced in Griqualand East • A European who was found 

J drunk and who had caused trouble while drunk, was in 1872 

expelled fran the country. This shows that the Executive 

1. Govt. papers, Dec. 1871. 2. Ex.Council Minutes, July,1870. 
3. Ex.Council minutes, 1873, permission given to a man to leave 

the country on the"usual conditions" for one year. 
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Council 
·/did carry out xome of its laws. It is evident from their 

regulations about farms, red water and lung xkE sickness, roads 

,and forests, that the Griqua Government did do some good adminis-

trative work. The 1872 Commissioners were therefore mistaken 

v1 in their impression that no administrative work had been done 

in the country. I shall deal later with the judicial work done 

by the Government - this is also evidence of the very good work 

that the Government did accomplish. 
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CHAPTER. IV. 

THE BOVERNMENT OF THE GRIQUA STATE. 

For the first seven or eight years of their sojourn in 

Griqualand East, the Griquas vrnre governed as in Philippolis, 

by a captain ~nd Legislative Council. It is true that in 

February, 1865 this Legislative Council decided that am Exe
l. 

cutive Council was to be established, but this law did not 

come into practice until 1870, when the 25 articles were formu-
2 

lated, defining the powers and functions of the captain, the 
3. 

Executive Council and the Legislative Council. From this 

time the Executive Council became the real Government of the 

land, and the Legislative Council did less and less work. Be

fore the 25 art¢icles were framed, ihe Executive Council must 
..ax/s~7*'t'e.-

have been in 9"1hii1'Me, although there are no evidences of its 

working, f o~ this ''constitution" was framed by a co mrni ttee 

consisting of the captain, two Legislative Council members and 

two Executive Council members. 

The captain was to have supreme power in Griq_ualand East. 

He alone could appoint and remove officials; he alone could 

dissolve the Legislature provided that he allowed another one 

to be elected within three months; he had to sign all death 

warrants, and had the right to pardon wrongdoers, and to change 

their sentences; he alone had the right to grant Government 

ground; and his consent had to be obtained to all measures of v 

the Legislative Council before they could become law. With 

the approval of the Executive and Legislative Councils, he 
4. 

could declare war or martial law, make treaties, receive aliens, 

sell or hire out Governmmtrt; land, and define the boundaries 

of districts and locations. By a law made in June, 1871, the' 

1. Griqua law book, 9th February, 1865. 2. Griqua Law 
book, 1st April, 1870. 3. The minutes of the Ex. Council 
begin in June, 1870. 4. Probably meant natives. 
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post of captain was made hereditary. 

The Executive Council was to consist of the captain, 

and three men appointed by him. It had to carry out all 

the laws made by the Legislative Council, and controlbll1: 

all public works, and was to be responsilz>le therefor. It 

was to have power over all officials. It was to control 

revenue and expenditure. It was also to be a final court of 

appeal. The members of the Executive were to have seats in 

the Legislature, and could be. elected·by burghers as their 

representatives in the Legislature. The Executive Council 

was therefore like a Cabinet, since it had seats in the Legis-

lature, and was heJ_d responsible for its actions, presumably 

to the Legislature. 

The Legislative Council was to consist cf 12 members, two 

being elected from each.district, 
1. 

Each burgher evidently 

had a vote. This ~ouncil was chosen for three years, and 

according to the 1870 constitution had only law making powers. 

~his comparatively modern constitution in which the captain 

was nominally the supreme power, but where Government in reality 

was carrie~on by the Executive, must thave been thought out 
2. 

by Brisley, ·who was the Government Secretary during the whole 

period of the Griqua self-government in Griqualand East. %XH 

The Griquas could never have thought it out for themselves. 

They would not have thought, for example, of making their 

executive responsible to the Legislature - and the way in 

which the Government was carrieapn in practice, shows that 

they did not regard this Clause as important. In practice 

~ their Executive did as it liked and was the real power in the 

State. It was never called to account by the Legislature. 

Then too the way in which the Legislature in theory having only 

law making powers, in practice, acted as a Court. of Justice, 

1. See Philippolis Govt. Ch.I: Every youth of 20 years was 
a burgher. 2. Possibly they were guided also by the Orange 
Free State system of Goverrunent. 
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when the 25 articles distinctly said that the Executive was to 

by the Supreme Court, and the way in which it interfered in 

financial matters, which were theoretically the sole province 

of the Executive, show~ that the 1870 11 constitution" did not 

have very much effect on the actual Government of the country. 

According to the Legislative Council minutes, most of the 

work done by it was judicial. Besides this it made a few laws, 

and also controlled land, making regulations for the giving out 
1. 

of farms, and granting or refusing applications for land. It 

also made regulations about property in Mount Currie, both before 

and after the Executive Counc.il began to function (1870) • 

. After October, 1870, proper minutes were kept bJr Brisley, 

and after this date the Raad evidently devoted itself less to 

judicial matters and more to financial affairs, matters dealing 
2. 

with natives, and legislative~rk. Before 1870, a Griqua 

c/"- secretary kept the minutes, and did so in a very slip-shod and 

careless manner, probably recording only a small proportion 

/ 

of the work that was done. The Rev. w. Dower tells us that 

the Legislative Council met on the stoep of the captain's house, 

where they drank a lot and talked a lot and evidently had a very 

entertaining time. He says that they did vezy little work, 

and that their session lastedpnly as long as the food anci drink 

with which they were supplied by the Government. He says that 

they often went away after a day's session, wondering just what 

they had decided. Dower is probably correct as far as the 
are 

talking and eating and drinking :t:s: concerned, but I think that 

he is wrong in saying that the Raad accomplished very little 

work. A good deal is recorded in their minutes, and it.i is 

probable.that much more was done than was set down in writing. 

Brisley's minutes show that the Raad did quite a lot of work, 
~ \ 

and when Brisley became secretarY>, the Executive Council was al-

read9 beginning to ftlnction and taking work off the hands of the 

Legislature. 

1. See Chapter III. 2. See Chapter V. 
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The Executive Council was mainly occupied. with judicial 

work, but it did ~uite a lot of administrative work as the 
v~------· 

regulations about red water an4'1ci lung sickness, roads and 
1. w 

outspans show; it alsogave instructions for the Gatberg 
2. 

through Adam Kok, It looked after the Government and the 

judicial administration of the natives, in which work it was 

helped- by the Legislative Council. To a certain extent it 

carried out laws, directing its officials to enforce the li-
3. 

quor laws, ami doing its best to put down witchcraft among 
4. 

the natives. It also exercised some sort of control, though 

probably not very much, over its officials. The Executive 

Council suspended Barker from office as ferryman of the Umzim-
e 

kulu because he had not fulfilled his duties, and it fined a/ 

member of the Raad who had obtained cattle from native th7'6 

in return for promising hot to bring the matter of the theft befce 
6 

the authorities. The field cornet Smith Pommer also onc.e 

or twice had to appear before the magistrate of Mount Currie 

to defend himself against charges of theft. The appointment 

of all officials was done by the Executive, the Legislature re-

fusing to have anything to do with it. In November, 1869, 

Kok evidently asked the Raad to help him to find a suitable 

person.as magistrate of Mount Currie. ~he Raad answered that 

"het gansch buiten hunne beroep of aanstel is om zich te vEibe-
5. 

zigen in het aanstel van enige uitvoerende ambtenaar". 

The summoning of the Legislative Council, legally done by 

Adam Kok, was really in the hands of the Executive Council, 

which made all the arrangements for its election. When it was 

time for the elections to take place, every field cornet was 

t4)ld to collect all' the burghers of his district on his farm 

on a certain day, in order to choose two representatives 

for the Legislature. One "Raadslid" presumably of the former 

Raad, who was usually re-elected, had to be present at these 

1. See Chapter III. 2. Ex.Council Minutes, June 1870. 
J. Ex.Coiincil Minutes, May, 1871. 4. Ex~ Council Minutes, 

July, 1872. 5. Leg. Council minutes, 15th November,1869. ' . s~,. J-J. pd ho - rv "" .. s ... l'(,,,..,.f/t~ 1-o~-. 
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elections in order to help count the votes, and a day was fixed 
1. 

on which the Volksraad had to meet. According to the Exe-

cutive Council minutes the elect.ions did not take place every 

~ three years, because there were elections in 1870 and again 

in 1871. Members of the Legislature were summoned to every 
' 2. 

session by letter from the Executive CcuJUncv. If the Govern-

ment did not approve of the election of any man as representative 

the field cornet of his district was informed of fhe fa.ct, and 

was ordered to hold a fresh election, no reasons being given 
3. 

except that the man was not qualified for his post. 

This showed how the Executive controlled the Legislature. 

And when the Legislature was in session the members of the 

Executive probably influenced them very much. The Executive 

sat very often, and did a great deal of work. It is interest-

ing to see how the Legislature lost power to this permanent 

body of men. It at first sat 12 times a year, but in 1868 

the number of sessions was cut down to six a year. In 1870 

they began to sit only once every three months - it was not 

necessary to sit as often as before, since the Executive Coun-

cil was establishedin 1870 - and in Marcp, 1872, they deci-
4. 

!filed to have only two sittings per year. This arrangement 

probably worked well in practice because the members of [be Le

g:islature were GI:'iqua burghers, who were paid by the Government 

for each day· bf the session, but during the rest of the year had 

their own work to do on their farms. The Executive members were 

paid an annual salary of about £24 and it is improbabl~ that 

they had any otter work to do. But this reduction in the 

number of sessions and in 1873 the reduction ofthe number of 
5. 

Legislative Council members from 12 to six, !Jleant that the 

Legislature lost influence in the Government of the country -

which meant that the Griqua burghers lost influence in the 

Government. Orpen was probably correct, therefore, in 

1. Ex. Co. minutes, 16th August, 1870. 2. Package 7,13th 
Dec. 1873. 3. Ex.Co.minutes, 6th Dec.1870. 4. Leg.Council 
minutes. 5. Leg.Council minutes, Dec.1873. 
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saying that the Government of Griqualand East was that of a 

small class of a small class. 

Just as the Central Government was in the hands of he 

Executive Council after 1870, so the local Government was 

controlled by it. In 1864t the Legislative Council appointed 

field cornets and other officials. After 1870, however, all 

officials including field cornets- were appointed and control-
1. 

led by the Executive. Griqualand East was divided into 

six districts, over mil«~x each of which was placed a field 

cornet, with powers to collect revenue, and look after farms, 
2. . 

natives and locations. Na~ive superintendents were appointed 

to supervise the natives, and the only two tha·t are mentioned 

.in the Government records, were Donald Strachan and Smith 

Pommer, both of vnom were field cornets. I do not know whether 

they had authority over all the natives in Griqualand East, 

or whether every field cornet was also a native superintendent, 

with authority over the natives in his own district. I think 

/ the latter is the more probable, seeing that field cornets were 
' 

several times ordered to call out the natives in their own dis-

tricts to go on commando. 

Field cornet~a:.i. certain judicial duties; they had to call 
I 

up and lead their burghers in case of war; and they had to super-
3. 

vise the election of members for the Volksraad. In this, as 
d,;p(... 

in other things, they evidently"-much as they pleased, as a let-

ter from the burghers of the district of field cornet Ir N. 

van der Westhuis to Kok, dated 7th November, 1871, shows. 

ty two burghers of this district complained that their field 

cornet had not allowed them to vote for their representative 
, -

in the Volksraad, but had sent a man to whom they objiec.tea 

to be their representative. They also complained that Van 

Thir-

der Westhuis had put into positions of authority mere children, 

whom they saj:d"zelfen bestuurder nodig het"~ 

1. Kok could veto appointments made by the Ex. Council, ~ 
Ex.Co.minutes of 23rd October, 1873. 2. 25 articles. 

/ 3. Griqua Govt. papers show evidences of field cor.nets' au
thority overlapping; evidently not sure of their districts. 
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Another letter to Kok in the 1872 Griqua Gove~nment papers, 

shows that the field cornets must very often have done just as 

they liked. A -{riqua burgher complained that his field cor

net had come to his faimm in a state of in"toxication, and. helped 

by eight men, had assaulted him and his family. H:e said that 

this was not the first time such a thing had happened. I 

found no evidence of either field cornet being removed. 

rt is not surprising that· such complai1~ were made, because 

the Executive Council appointed these local officials, and 

although the Executive was legally responsible to the represen

tab.. ves of th,people, in practice the Legislature ha.d no power 

over it, and so the people had to put up with their field cor-
1. 

nets. But affairs could not have been very bad, since the 

Griquas never rebelled against their Government, although they 

complained a great deal. They¢ were probably left to their· 

own resources most of the time, and allowed to do as they liked, 

an4 this ~ept them more or less satisfied with their conditions. 

There was really very little to worry the average Griqua under 

Adam Kok's Government. For several years he had to pay no 

taxes, and when taxes were imposed he proba~ly seldom paid them; 

he could have a farm for a very small amount, and on this 
2. 

farm he paid only £2 quitrent every year.( In 1870, only 230 
. 

farmers paid this rent, though many more must have possessed 

farms.) On this farm the Griqua kept his cattle and sheep 

and perhaps grew some wheat, and if he could not make enough 

money to keep himself, he could always write to Kok for help. 

~- There are many such letters in the Government records, their 

very number showing that Kok must have granted these requests. 
3. 

The 1871 Commission also reported that it was said of Kok that 

he could not say no. When the Griqua did get some money he 

--------------------·-------- .. 

/ 1. Umzimi\:ulu district under Donald Stra.chan was best administered 
and was the only one that sent in reports. At one time the 
people of Smith Pommer's district asked to come under Strac-
han.l 2. Griqua Govt. papers, 1870. J. G.58- 1 79,p.19. 

"t..."l,t· {o. ~;";.. ~.i1..~~.-~~"' ,. 
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was not able to spend it on drink; he did not have to go to 

school if he did not ~ant to; he could talk as much as he liked 

and complain as much as he liked; and in addition his Govern-

ment had set up a good system of justice to which he could go 

and be almost sure that he would be treated justly. 

The judicial administration of the Griqua Government is 

very interesting. The25 articles had made the Executive 

Council the final court of appeal. But the Executive did 

~ not deal only witij appeals. It ac~ed also as a court of 

first instance for all sorts of cases. It dealt with quar-

rels between Griquas and natives,disputes about land, about 

deceased estates and with theft and murder cases. It made no 

difference what amount was involved in a case, the Executive 

Council could and did deal with anything, so that it is not sur-

prising that so much of its time was spent in doing judicial 

work. It tried many more native than Griqua cases. It 

seems indeed that the Griquas must have been a people who 

were singularly free from crime, their main difficultj:es being 

disputes about land, with an occasional accusation of a raid 

over the border into Pondo country. 

The Legislative Council also acted as a court of justice, 

both as a co'j:t of first instance, and as a court of appeal . 

. This is probably due to the fact that most of the fines im-

posed went to the court that juciged the case, and the Legis-

lative Council wanted a share in the spoils. It also decided 

all types of cases both among Griquas and among natives. But 

cases of debt seemed to be mainly the work of the Legislative 

Council. In connection wit~ this there is a law in the Griqua 

law book dated 1865 that no man is allowed to take possession 

of the property of another in payment of a debt without a 

proper warrant from the mag is tra te. 

The punishments imposed by the courts of the Execu·~tive 

and Legislative Councils usually took the form of fines, which 
nearly 

could be, and probably/always were, paid in kind. Cattle and 
. 

sheep were usually paid as fines. Imprisonment was seldom 
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used, usually being the alternative to a fine. 

Fines were probably also the most pnpular form of· punish-

ment among the other judicial tiodies in tre State. In Mount 

Currie there was, according to the 25 articles, a law court 

consisting of a magistrate, a justice of the peace, and one 

field cornet. In practice though, I think this became just the 

court of the magistrate of Mount Currie, and that he KXX~NE: alone 

decided all cases that came to this court. In 1870 the Legis-

lative Council made various regulations for the magistrate af 

Mount Clirrie. He was to have jurisdiction from the 11fmzimvubu 

to the Ibisi, and down the Ibisi to its junction to the Umzim-
1. 

kulu. His court was to sit on two days in the we-ek from 10 
• 

o'clock in the morning to three o'clock in the afternoon. 
2. 

He could try all cases below £20 including native cases. Ap-

peal was allowed :t(om his court to the Raad. He had to inves-

tigate all the cases above £20 4.and send them to the Raadl far 

trial. He was d:lo issue all licences in his disrict, and 

every three months had to give an account of the revenaa and 

expenditure of this office and the revenue from the "schut 

kraal'' and from licences. The magistrate was pai.d £60 per 

annum and his clerk £35 per annum. In addition to this 

each got 5/- out of the fines for each day they sat, and 

lived at Government expense during the session. Detailed 

regulations were made about summonses, arrests and the payment 

of fines. Damages were to be paid out of confiscate1property, 

which was to be valued by th~magistrate and two impartial 

persons. The magistrate had to keep a record of all the cases 

that came before him, of the trials, the statements made by · 

witnesses and the sentences imposed. 

In .the outside districts there were also magistrates, 

probably one for each district. The 1879 Commission reported 

that although Kok tried to use his most important men as 

"' 1. Leg.Council minutes, 1870.(Re~ulatien voor de magistraat 
van Mount Currie~) 2. See Chapter V. J. G.58-'79, 
p. 50. 

3. 
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magistrates, they were failures, an~agonising the natives and 

misappropriating revenue. Dower tells us that the office of 

magistrate of Kokstad was usuall~r given to some needy Griqua 

who knew nothing about law and decided cases according to his 

own ideas of justice. 

There were also justices of the peace and field cornets 

with judicial d~ties in each district. There is very little 

to tell one what the juisdiction of each was, and how much 

work he did. Field cornets had to enquire into cases and re-

port on them when ordered to do so by the Executive Council. 

They had to help in the apprehension of thieves, and had to see 

that fines were paid, and stolen cattle returntito their owners. 

They were evidently just assistants of the court of Executive 
• 

Council helping it in its duties. As fas as justices of the 

peace were concerned, I know no more than that they existed and. 

were paid salaries. 

In addition to these various inferior courts of justice, 

/ the Executive Council acted as a circuit court. We find in its 

minutes that cases in outlying districts would be tried when 

the Raad went there. Sometimes the Executive Council appoin-

ted Commissionsto try civil and criminal cases in the country, 

among natives as well as among Griquas. These Commissions 

were paid by the Executive Council. 

Cases outside Kokstadl¢ were sometimes tried~y a "Gerechts

hof" appointed by the Executive Council and suborrainate to it. 

T}:jis vms not a permanent body, different men being cy:>ointed for 

every new case that had to be tried. Sometimes a magistrate 

and two field cornets formed the "Gerechtshof", and sometimes 

one or two Executive or Legislative Council members. Field 

cornets usually acted on a "Gerechtshof 11 • All the evidence 

about these courts shows that they were formed of only two or 

three men. So I do not quite know what the 1879 Commission 

means when it talks of a "Rondgaande Gerechtshofn consisting 

of 40 members.l. I can find no evidence of such a court. 

1. The Commission makes this statement on Strachan1 s authority. 
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Bur 
~ the way in which this is described as appropriating many 

fines for itself, probably applies to all the circuit courts 

and also to' the magisterial courts. It is also very probable 

that the justice. meted out by these courts was not oflbe same 

standard as that of the Executive and Legislative Councils. 

These two courts took the A_:"G.ministration of justice very 

seriously. For contempt court people could be fined 15/- to 
1. 

£1, or could be imprisoned for periods up to 15 days, and on one 
a 

occasion;if Gr}4'.iqua who had not pa id a fine, and had been guilty 

of calling the captain a liar, was sentenced to six months im-

prisonnmmt. For Iiearing false wi. tness the punishment was from 

£3.10.0 to £7.10.0, or one to three months imprisonment. In a 

xk~ case of theft that came. before the Legislative Council in 

1866, it was decided t. ,at as no evidence had been brott,ght against 

the accused men, th 'ey could c:o free, because "de GrH~na wetten 
"' 

niet toelaat iemand in hechtenis te houden onveroordeeld en 

zonder dadelijk aanklagers". But they decided that as these 

men were caught thievirt after they had been released, they 

were to be shot dead on the spot. It is also interesting to 

note that cases could be adjourned until the accused could find 

witnesses. Summonses were sent out to such witnesses, and 
3. 

field cornets had to help to find them and bring them to court. 

The Griquas were accused of being unjust to bastards and 
4. 

apprentices, and to Europeans who were without influence. It 

was said that they considered only the Griquas and the natives. 

As far as bastards were concerned there is not enough evidence 

to say whether this was true, and in the case of Europeans the 

1879 Commission, and othe1people who accused the Griquas of 

injustice towards Europeans, based their accusation on only 

one case - that of the trader Hall. There is indeed very little 

other evidence of Eu~opeans being tried by Griqua courts. And 

in the case of Hall it is very probable that the Europeans were 

prejudiced, although I think that there issomething in the 

1. E~. C?. ~inutes, Nov.1873.and July,1870. 2. Regulations 
or magi~trate of Mount Currie. 3. Minutes 
Nov.187j. 4. G. 53_ 17 Do , - of Ex. Co, 
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statement that the magistrate who tried the case had a peBonal 

grudge against the European, and alloweci this to influence his 
1. 

judgment. But the Griquas were always suspicious of Euro-

peans, and so it is probably correct to say that they did not 

treat them very justly. There i~, however, too little material 

on the subject to come to a definite conclusion. 

The financial administ:iaition cf the Gril~Ua State was not as 

good as the judicial auministration. During the first few 

years in the nevv country the Grieiuas grew very poor. For ·quite 

a.lone; time they remained gathereci. around the old lager at Mount 

Currie, -where their stock 6.ieu in great numbers, and -uhere they 

cultivated hardly any ground. Prices for foodstuffs were terri-

bly high, and since there was scarcely any money in the land 

payment was made in kind, c:~nd in this way many more animals were 

lost. After a little while the people beean to spread out to 

farms, but it was clui te a few years before they and th•::ir stock 

got used to the new land, and before they managed to raise enough 

food to keep themselves. Organised parties were sent to Phi-

lippolis to collect the instalments on -;;;;f'j_Y' r';ruus, but v_er8 

usu.ally unsuccessful, s.nd even 1:,;hen ti"ey v:ere 2.ble fu 01llect 

the instalments, the expense of the .tx journey usually exceeded 
2. 

any money they :::ibtained. 

The revenue in these early years came from the hut tax 
3 

which the Griciuas imposed on the natives, and from licence 

fees. This revenue -vvas evidently in tne hands of Adam Kok, 

vv-ho must hEt ve done more or less as he liked with it, because 
4. 

in 1868 the Legislative Council complained to him that they 

had no money to pay the expenses of Government. They said 
it 

that they knew nothing of the revenue of the land, what/amounted 
ed 

to and what was done with it, and when they need/money, there 

was nothing. So they decided that in future they were going 

to control all the mevenue of the land. 

1 · See p.49 Dower's statement about magistrate of Kokstad. 
2. G. 58- 1 79~ P·?O· J •. Griqua law book,1865,see Chapter v. 
4. Leg.Council minutes, August, 1868. -
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In April, 1878, the 25 articles put all revenue and expen

diture under the countrol of the Executive Council. At the 

same time it was decided that a commis3on was to be appointed 

to investigate into the debts of the Government. 

By this time the revenue no longer consi~ted only of hut 

taxes and a few licence fees. In 1869 a tax of 5/- per 

annum was imposed on every erf of 24 feet .itjMount Currie, and 
1. 

in December, 1870, all ov"mers of farms had to pay an annual tax. 

In 1874 just before·the British Gf)vernment took over the coun

try, an annual tax of 7/- called nhoofdgeltn was imposed 

on every Griqua burgher who was married and did not already pay 
2. 

a tax. This tax was to have come into effect in 1875. A 

great deal of revenue came from judicial fines and licences also 

yielded quite a lot. In 1870 it was decided that an annual 

trading licence for any one who did not already have such a 

licence was to cost £18. For traders who held licences already, 

the fee was £15. The Griquas never kept stores. All trading 

was in the hands of a few Europeans, who charged exforbi tant 

prices for their goods. But as the licence fees were high, and 

the tmier colilld only get his cattle wi t.h which the Griquas usuall 

paid, over the border to the Natal market at great risk, these 
J. 

high prices were probably unavoidable. There were also 

forest licences, ferry licences and even butchers' licences, and 

of course licences to sell guns and ammunition. In addition to 

this each farm paid a quitrent of £2 every year, and farm titles 

and certificates also yielded some revenue. 

This revenue was collected by field cornets, and sometimes 

by special men appointed\by the Executive Council. There was no 

one to check these collectors, with the result that all the 

revenue was never collected, and of what was collected only a 

small propoution reached the Government. It is significant 

that Stra.chan 1 s dlil.strict gave the most revenue - he was probably 

1. Leg.Council minutes. 2. Leg. Council minutes. J. Dowert"-Y."; 
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the only honest field cornet in the country. Brisley 

/
. later renorted that only about one tenth of the total revenue 

~ . ./_ 
. ~ . 

ever reached the Gove:'runent. 'I'he revenue of the country 
2. 

shQUld have been almost £5,000 a year, but in 1870 it amoun-
3, 

ted to £1,177 and in 1873 it was only £374. 

The accounts of revenue and expenditure kept by the Exe-

cutive Council, •Nhen there were any, were in a hopeless muddle. 

But I managed to gather that nearly all of the revenue was 
0 

spent in salaries, although Dower tells us that some ~it was 
I 

spent on the school and lbhe Church. 

There is no mention of moEfily being spent on roads or on 

other public works. But the members of the Executive and the 

Legislative \Councils were usually paid very punctually, and they· 

also profited by large shares of the fines they imposed. The 

British Government still paid to the Griquas the £300 per annum 

~ p~~ised them by the Smith treaty, but I think that very little 

of this ever reached the people-- most of it went into Adam Kok's 
4. 

pocket. 

Towards the end of 1870 the Griqua Government decided that 

it was time they tried to improve their financial position. The 

Legislative Council began to be more careful abmut the paymert 

of its members, paying them only if they attended the whole 

session. In March, 1871, they 6ecided to take steps to ensure 

a more satisfactmry collection of revenue, and decided to imme
hut 

diately.appoint competent men to collect the native Ni.± tax, 

so that the G~vernment might know just what the revenue of 

the land was - an illuminating statement. They also established 

Government prices for cattle, sheep, goats, corn and mealies. 

Also in addition to appointing m~n to collect the taxes, they 

decided that one member of the Volksraad was to accompany each 

collector, which shows that the Government was at last beginning 
5. 

to see the need for so~e check on its officials. These 

1. G.58- 1 79, p.18. 
papers. .4· G·. 

2. G.37-'76, p. 92. ·-3. Griqua Govt. 
5. Leg. Council minutes. 
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collectors and the men who accompanied them were to be paid 

fixed salaries. 

In Decembe~ 1875, there~s in the minutes of-the Legisla

tive Council the report of the "Schuld B:ommissiett which had 

been appointed to investigate ~trO the financial position of the 

Government with a viaivto paying off its debts. Its recom-

mendations were accepted by the Legislative Council. They 

were that the revenue and expenditure of the country were to 

be placed under the Volksraad until the debts of the Government 

had been pa id off. All the revenue of the country was to be 

used for this purpose. The Legislative Council, excluding 

the members of the Executive, were to collect this revenue, 

and were to have all the necessary powerspf establishing prices 

and of making regulations in order to collect the~·:evenue and 

pay off the debts of the country. 

In 1872 for the first time accounts of revenue and expen-

diture were read out to the Legislative Council. The work cf 

the financial committee of the Legislature was in 187.3 taken 

over by the Executive. 

This attempt. to bring the finances of the country into 

a better state, was not very successful. The Government could 

not make its collectors give honest accounts and collect all 

the re~enue, and when the Bz"ritish Government took over autho

rity in 1874, the Griqua Government was still in debt. 



(55) 

Chapter V. 

THE RELATIONS OF THE GRIQUAS WITH"THE NATIVES BOTH INSIDE 
AND OUTSIDE KOK'S TERRITORY. 

When Wodehouse told Adam Kok l;J go to Nomansland with his 

people, he was under the impression that the land was more or 
1. 

less unoccupied. But it was in reality inhabited by native 
2. 

tribes who outnumb.ered the a·riquas by many thousands. These 

Griquas considered themselves placed under Kok's authority, and 

Kok himself was very naturally under the same impression. 

Wodehouse added to the number of natives under Kok's rule. In 

March, 1869, he informed the Lieutenant Governor of Natal that 

Kok's boundary extende~only to the Keniga but said that Zibi 

a Fingo chief, and Lebenya, a Basuto chief, would probably 

pay hut tax to Adam in return fDr protection, though they were 
3. 

to be otherwise inde:pendent. He also placed a number of 
4. 

Basutos under Makwaai undeE the Griqua captain. These people, 

having lost their land in the Orange_ Free State, had settled 

in the land between the Keniga and Umzimvubu iivers which the 

Basutos claimed belonged to them by cession from Faku. The 

Br.itish Government, however, denied that the Basutos had any 

claim to this land. It all belonged to the British Governmert. 

®0xHxx As Wodehouse was unable to establish Government authority 

there, he placed Makwaai and the land between the Keniga and the 
5 . 

Umzirnvubu under Kok's authority. The Basutos were to pay 
tl'-
h~ t tax, and be subject to general control by the Griqua Go-

vernment. This ground was to be given to Kok on condition that 
6. 

he ga~e a certan tract of counjiry to Natal. Natal,however, 

refUEd the conditions on which she was to get this land, and 

so Kok kept both this tract of country and also that on which 
7. 

Makwaai was located. The addition of Makwaai' s land 
----------------------·--- -··- ''-· -
1. G.27-'74.f>,.¥ 0 • 

\t 4. A .12- 1 73 ,r;i-O..v 

~'11-'7&.f "·s·o · ?P.,.0 .!11 - ~: 
2. Orpen sayo!.- 8,000 to 10,000 men. J.A.12-' 73!' 
5. A.12-'73.l''I~· 6. A.12-'73\?qr· .7.A.12.-'73 

Pi"· "hH-<. 
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naturally increased both the authority and the revenue of the 

Griqua Government. 

Other jiribes and remnants of tribes were continually coming 

into Griqualand East. One of the most important chiefs was 

Sidoi who together vd th his tribe had been qutlawed from Natal. 

He was located by Kok in ;this country, where he became one of 

the most influential native chiefs. In the Griqua Government 

papers, and in the minutes of the Executive and Legislative 

Councils, mention is from time to time madeN of other natives 

who wanted to come into Griqualand East. 

On the 15th March, 1870, an agreement was made between Natal 

and the Gri ~ua Goverri.ment about the natives who were continually 
v 1. 

passing to and fro between the two countries. In future 

natives were not allowed to leave one· country and enter the 

other without written permission from both Governments. The 
Legislajlive 
ExRitM±i:x!!l: Council decided that all natives who had come in without 

permission were to collect their goods and chattels and depart 

at once, and the ehiefs of such ttibes, and Griqua officials in 

charge of natives were given instructions to this effect. After 

this time there are many notes in the mi.nutes ab out natives who 

wanted to come into the country. From about the middle of 1870, 

there was af ende.r;.cy to put a rut end to this continual immigration. 

In July, 1870, the Executive Council granted :re rmission to certain 

natives to enter the country, but decided that at the next sessio 

of the Legislature :tu a law was to be introduced that immigation 

of natives be in future suppressed. Smith Pommer, a superinten-

dant of natives, was told that he would be held responsible 

if any natives crossed the frontier without permission from the 

Government. 

xmx Jn 1871 Silonyana and Ludidi were allowed to become 
2. 

Griqua subjects - they had their CRln locations already. But 

natives who wanted to come a~d settle in Griq_ualand Ea.st, were 

not allowed to enter, because b.he Government had decided that 

1. Minutep o Executive Council. 2. Minutes of Leg. Council. 
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1. 
that there was not sufficient land left for them. The 

Griquas after 1870 evidently became determined to stop this' 

immigration of natives into their land. It is, however, im

possible that they stopped it completely. They did not have 

the requisite power to control all immigration into their 

large tract of country. 

Adam Kok was thus placed in authority over a large and con-

tlhnually increasing native population. It was mainly due 

to the pestige given him by the support of the British Govern-

ment, and to the arms and ammunition allovved him, that he managed 

to control these natives. He kept them in order, kept peace 

arong them and also managed to collect hut tax from them. But 

he\nust be given some credit for the way in which he governed 

them. The minutes of the Executive and Legislative Councils 

show hovv important an element in this State the natives were. 

Most of the work done by these tw<PJ Councils was judicial and 

most of this judi~ial work was concerned with natives. 

As soon as the Griquas had begun to settle down in their 

new Ja. nd, they concerned ·themselves· with the large native pop:u-

lation in the country. In April, 1865, they declared that all 

natives in Griqualand East were Griqua subjects, and as such had 

to pay hmt tax, and were liable to military service in the 
2. 

defence of the country. Then locations were marked out for 

the natives. Sometimes the captain and some members of the 
J. 

Legislative Council marked out the locations; sometimes the 
4. 

Executive Council; and sometimes Commissions appointed by 
5. 

the captain did this work. Natives were not allowed to buy 
6. " 

farms er possess land except in their locations. 

Many natives naturally lived on farms which were taken by 

the Griquas. Some farmers could not get on with these natives, 

and they complained to the Government, with the result that the 

natives were removed from their farms. . They had to be given c;;_ 

1. Ex.Co.minutes, Sept. 1872 and March,1873. 2. Griqua law book. 
J. Leg.Council minutes, April,1866. 4. Govt. papers, 1870. 
5.· Leg.Council minutes. 6. Leg:council minutes, August,1868. 
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·year's notice in writing through the field cornet of the dis

trict, and when the year had expired they had to depart to the 
1. 

locations of their respective tribes. Some· of them were placed 

in Strachan's district. This arrangement, however, applied 

only to those natives who were on farms the owners of which had 

objected to them. 

This settlement of the various native .tribes in Jo:!ations 

was a wise policy. The method of governing them also shows 

the· wisdom ~f the Griqua Government. They were governed by 

thier own chiefs~ under the supervision of native superinten-· 
2. 

dents appointed by the Griqua Government. The taxation of 

the natives was very imprrtant to the Government, as it formed 

the main source of revenue of the State. In·April,+865, a 

hut tax of 7/6d per annum was imposed on every hut in every 

kraal. -This tax was to be collected in July each year by men 

appointed by the Griqua Government. The collection was to 

take place on the "hoof werf" of the captain of the tribe, who 

· was to help in the collect~on. Those natives who were not un-

der the authority of a chief, had to pay their tax to the nea-

rest magistrate's court. If natives refused to pay the tax, 

they could be driven out of the district. At various times 
3. 

men were appointed by the Governmei1t to collect·this tax. 

It is only ~robable that they did not hand over all that they 

collected to the Government, because there was no check on them. 

They very probably did not even collect the taxes sometimes. 
double 

In April, 1870, Makwaai was told that he had to pay/the taxes 

tpat he had not paid the previous year in addition to the tax for 

1870, and was ~hreatened with puni·shment dlf he did not do so. 

The I?-3-tives, however, probably paid their taxes far more regu-

larly than the collectors handed the money ili.. 

The administration of justice among the natives formed XE.:e 

1. Ex.Co. minutes, Sept. 1872 and 1873. Instructions to field 
cornets and Sidoi to remove natives who had been given notice 

2. Only two are mentioned - Strachan and Pommer. J. Minutes 
of Executive and Leg. Councils. 
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an important part of the work of the Griqua Government. 

The chiefs were allowed to deciue minor case,s among their own 

natives,· but had to refer more important cases to Mount Currie. 

This was in accordance with the policy of leaving the natives 

under the Government of their own chiefs, under supeevision 

by the Griqua Government. The Executive and Legislative 

Councils were courts of first instance and of appeal for native 

Eases. Sometimes they inflicted the death penalty for murder. 
the 

Fines were/most popular form of punishment, imprisonment being. 

seldom used. There is an instance of a woman who had killed 

her. child, being given two years hard labour, and to be kept in 
1. 

irons. But her family was allowed to buy off the second year. 

It was evidently not too safe to inflict the death penalty on 

a native, because his tribe might come to his rescue. A field 

cornet in 1871 was sent to hang a murderer, but he was instruc-
2. 

ted to take as many armed as he could find with him. 

The magistrate's court in Mount Currie also had jurisdic-

tion over natives in cases below £20, which had been brought to 

it by the superintendent of natives who had to be present at the 
3. 

trial and could plead for the native. 

Sometimes Commissions were appointed to investigate into 

cases, and might carry out the sentence, or otherwise the Exe-

cutive Council received the report and passed judgment. The 

Commission were probably allowed to pass sentence in minor 

cases. Sometimes Adam Kok himself travelled about the country 
4 

investigating into disputes between the natives, and there are 

·many letters to him from the natives in his land in the Archives 

papers. Sometimes the Executive Council travelled as a court 

of justice a·mong the natives. In Octdlber, 1873, L: s minutes 

mentioned the fact that a native case on the other side of k<E 

the Umzimvubu would be decided when the Council went there. 

Sometimes the Executive Council ordered a native chief to 

1. Ex. Co minutes. 2 Ex. Co. minutes. J. Leg. Council minutes, 
1870. 4. Ex. Co. minutes. 
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• 1. 
investigate into a case and report to it. In December, 1872, 

the Executive Council minutes mentions a court of Kaffir chiefs 

which was to decide certain native cases, and in an appeal case 

in March, 1874, a Kaffir court was established to investigate 

into the matter and report th the Executive Council. 

·A note in the Executive Councml minutes to the effect that 

amtive was fined a beast for taking the law into his own hands., 

confirms the impression that the judicial administration of 

the natives was taken very seriously. But a case that came 

before the Executive Council in March, 1873, shows that justice 

was not always carried!out as well as the Government arrange-
1 

ments tried to insure. · There had been thieving among certain 

natives, and a menber of the Council had gone to the culprits, 

and promised them that he would not bring the matter to the 

notice of the authorities if he was given certain cattle. The 

natives gave him the cattle, But the man was found out ana the 

case came before the Executive Council. The culprit was fined, 

and the bribe he had received from the native was confiscated 

by the Government, This shows that the Government was .sincere 

in its effort to givern the natives well, but it is very pro-

bable that cases similar to the one just mentioned occurred many 

times, when they were not brought to the notice of the Govern-

ment. 

The 1875 census reported that in the western district 

there were many natives cultivating Griqua farms, the owners 

of which lived.at Kokstad • When they had no mor?money they used 
• 

to come to their farms, and take a share of the crops.that the 

natives had cultivated. 
2. 

They then ordered the natives to cul-

tivate new lands~ This again proves that although the inten-

t;bons of the Government were good the Griqua subjects were not 

always inclined to s~pport their Government. 

1. Ex. Co. Minutes, October, 1872. 2. G. 21- 1 75, p.116 . 

• 
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1. 

Natal complained that the Griqua Government was weak and 

that there were conseQuentl;Jli- frequent disturbances anong the 

natives under its rule. The Griqua Government was undoubtedly 

weak, but I think that the statement about the natives is an 

exaggeration. But the Government could not prevent its natives 

from thieving across the borders. In 1865 a law was passed 

that any one who raided outside Griqualand East would be fined 
2. 

£60, and there is evidence of a native being fined for this 

offence. Another case - of the good intentions of the Gove1n-

ment going astray because it was to0 vveak to. carry them out; its 

boundaries were extensive, its country vast,the natives were 

many and the Gric:uas were few. It was impossible for the Goverp.-

ment to stop thieving which came naturally to the natives. 

But I think that the Gri,~ua Government deserved credit for 

the way in which they tried to govern the natives. Their policy 

of putting them in locations, and leaving them to themselves, 

ke·eping some sort of check over them by means of superinte~1dents, 

was by far the best they could have adopted under the ciruumstan-

ces. By administering justice according to European principles, 

they were gradaail.ly brirV-ng civilisation to the natives. They 
2. 

also did their best to suppress witchcraft and' smelling out. 

How far they succeeded in this I do not know. The ract remains 

that they tried. 

I shall now turn to the relations of the Griquas with the 

natives outside GriQualand East. Adam Kok did not confine his 

a:ttentions to the natives inside fn his territory. He very soon 

began taking an interest in the tribes outside his borders. The 

first people with whom he had trouble were Nehemiah Moshesh and 

his Basutos, who were settled between the Keniga and the Umzimkulu. 

When the Griquas were moving into Nomansland they stopped for 

a time near Nehemiah's location, and the Griquas and the Basutos 

stole regularly from each other. Kok tried to stop this by 

making some agreement with Moshesh. But the Basuto tried to 

tried to stir up the Pondo chi-ef Umqikela against the Griquas. 

l. Griqua lavv book. ;2. Leg.Council Minutes,22nd January,1868. 
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Kok then sent a number of armed men to meet Nehemiah in order 

to come to some agreement, but when t.hese men arrived at N(:;he

miah1 s village they found that he and his people had fled to 

the mountains from where they continued to send thieving expe

ditions against the Griquas .• The Griquas then attacked the 
1. 

Basutos and managed to drive them out. The Griquas and the 

Basutos were probably equally to blame in this matter. 

The Governor of Natal and Joseph Orpen were worried that 

Adam Kok would extend his authority beyond his borders, but 
l. 

Wodehouse assured the Governor of Natal in 1867, and Orpen in 
3. . 

1868, that Kok's authority extended only to the Keniga, and 

that the Government did not intend to allow him to interfere 

with the lands under Faku, Damas or Umditchwa. 

In 1866 during the war between the Orange Free State and 

SKx0xx~ Basutoland, the various native chiefs in Griqualand 

East were ·informed that no Basutos were to be allowed to enter 

the country during the war. Any who did so were to be plunde-
4. 

red and driven back. Orpen said that this was interference 

with the Basutos who complained that they were ._c:.ttacked by Bri-
.,.-eo.."'f' 5 • . 

tish subjects from thG ~. But it seems to me that the 

G;i::iqua Government .did not intend to attack the Basutos,-although 

its subjects very probably did SOT-- it was merely trying to 

keep out unwanted refugees. The Griquas quite probably were 

not very fond of the Basutos, both because of' thE}"l:;rouble with 

Nehemiah Moshesh, and because of the thefts of cattle by Basu-

tos while they were trekking to Basutoland. But their Govern-

ment never ordered man to attack Basutoland. In fact, in 

February, 1866, the Legislative Council forbade Griqua subjects 

to cross the boundary into B?-sutoland in order to raid there, 

and in April, 1866, the fined a native £60 for breaking this law. 

On:ce more it was a case of good intentions not being carried .. 
owing to the weakness of the Government. And it mJ.,t be 

1. G. 37- 176, pp.57 to 60. The 1876 Land Commission reported 
that Nehemiah was justly expelled. 2. G.27-'74,p.54. 

J. G.27- 174, p.54. 4. Leg.Council minutes. 5. A.30-'79, p.8. 
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remembered that in 1866 the Griquas were only just beginning 

to find their feet in the new country. 

Kok, however, did interfere with natives beyond the Umzim-

vubu. In the Legislative Council minutes of August, 1868, 

there is a law that the boundaries fixed between the natives on 

the other side of the Umzimvubu were to be abolished, as they 

were likely to cause trouble with the Griqua Government. 
authority 

Each 

chief was to retain/over his CJ'lln tribe. 

The Griquas had a great deal of troublep with the Pondos 

to the south. The boundary between them.and the Griquas had 

been fixed by Wodehouse, and both sides knew of it. Yet Kok 

claimi.ed authority over the land occupied by the chief Jojo.who 

lived in Fa~u's land, and Jojo paid tribute to xakmc Kok in 

the b::lief that Kok :::Tepresented the British Government, and 
• 1. 

would protect him. Kok also countersigned the deeds selling 

the copper mines in this territory to Natal. 

Between the Griquas and the Pondos iJiihere was continual 

stealing. Orpen blamed the Griquas for this, but according 

to t~ Arclhives records, the Pondos were just as much to blame 

as the Griquas. The Gri\11.qua Government never sanctioned 

thefts. And Umqikela, chief of the Pondos, was untrustworthy 

according to the minutes of.the Griqua Government. The boun-

da~ established by Wodehouse was evidently ignofed by both par-
. 2. 

ties, because in January, 1870, Mr. Strachan was ordered to 

visit Um~ikela in order to arrange a definite boundary between 

him and the Griquas. This arrangement was to be ratified by 

the Griqua Government. There was a great deal. of correspon

denl1e between the two chiefs on the subject of the continual 

thefts, evidently without much result, because in Mar.ch, 1870, 

the Griqua people sent a memorial to Adam Kok asking him to put 

an end to the Pondo thefts. Kok answ.ered that he was trying . 

to get the stolen property returned by means of sending constant 

messengers to the Pondos to ask for it. He did not want ~o 

start a war with the Pondos, because they were much too strong 
for the Griquas to cope with. 

1. A.30- 1 79, p.9. 2. Griqua Government papers, 1870. 
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In 1871 the Griquas had a dispute with the Amabaka ~der 

Silop~ana. .According to the 1872 Commission the Griqua Gove:m: 

ment was to blame in the matter, but accorci.ing to the Griqua 

Government minutes the Amaba~a were the cause af the trouble. 

The Commissioners reported that Kok had disregarckal-the requests 

of Silonyana to remove a troublesome Griqua subject from the 

border. But the Minutes of the Executive Council show that 

Kok did not ignore the matter entirely, because a Commission v;as 

sent in October, 1870, to settle the boundary between the Gri-

quas and the Amabakas. In August, 1871, another Commission 

was sent to investigate int.o the matter and report to the Exe-

cutive Council. But in Septefmber, 1871, it was decided to 

declare war on Silony~na since people had already been killed 
1. 

in a quarrel. Adam Kok asserted that he had been patient for 
~ 

along time, and had~to suffer enough damage from Silonyana, 

and had come to the conclusion that the only possible course 

was to fight. So the field cornets were ordered to call up 

the burghers of their district, and alJ/the natives in Griqua 

territory were instructed to be ready to fight. The field cor-

nets were to be in command of the burghers, anci the chiefs in 

command of the nat.ives. Read was appointed commandant of 

all the forces. 

Sihlyana ·was defeated by the well armed, anci mounted Gri-

quas ana their native forces, and many cattle were taken as 

spoils of war. These were divided among the burghers a.nd na-
2. 

tives and caused a lot of quarrelling. In December, 1871, 

Silonyana asked leave to became a Griqua subject, and was ac-

ceoted. 

In th.A Langalibalele affair the Griquas acted as loyal 
3. 

~~itish subjects. Even Orpen admitted this. Kok was 
4. 

informed by Shepstone that Hawkins and a force of men were in 

pursuit of Langalibalele who would probably flee to Kok's 

I 
··~ · 1. Ex. Council Minwees. 2. Dower, ch. XII. J. 27-'74, p.122. 
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country. The Griqua captain was expec.ted to help and co-op-
2 

erate. Commandoes were called up in the various districts G.s 

soon as this news was receivea from Shepstone.· All the native. 

chiefs under Kok were order?d to be ready to stop Langalibalele 

from passing through. It is interestingt'b find that in February, 

18741 a court of enquiry was held into the case of a man who 

had sold guns to :tour men 'of Langali balele' s tribe. The ac-

cused was found guilty, was fined flOO, and was not in future 

to be allowed to trade in guns and ammunition . 
. 

These are the main points in the relations of, the Griquas 

with the tribes outside of Griqualand East. 

natives were evidently getting too much for Kok, because just 

before the Commission was sent to Gric:i.ualand E.ast, he asked the 

·British Government to est'a.blish a .Resident among the c'.p.iefs 
3. 

surrounding him. 

Kok definitely exceeded his authority in grarting titles 

to farms in the Gatbegg district which was about 150 miles 
4, 

vlest of his- borders. In 1869 Kok gave up his claim to 
5 . 

this district ttfor the presentn. The documents of he Griqua 

Government papers mention the affairs of the Gatberg people, 

and there were a. number of letters written by them to Adam Kok. 

T.hey had their own Volksraad, but evidently to a certain extent 

recognised Kok's authority, beeause in 1870 the Griqua Govern

ment sent a Commission to enquire into a case of attempted rebel-

lion. This Commission was told to collect all documents and 

papers belonging to the Government, and had to take armed. men 

with them to enforce obedifl.ence. 

2. Letters Kok to field cornets 17th November, 1873. J. A.12-'·73, 
p.48. 4. A.12- 1 73, p.125. 5. A.12- 1 73, p.130. 
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Section III. 

THE ANNEXATION OF GHIQUALAND EAST. 

Chapter VI. 

The Commission of 1872 and the"Annexation" of 1874. 

When the Griq_uas had been in Nomansland for about 10 years, 
"' 

the Cape Government once more turned its attention to them. 

It h~Q. heard that the relations of the Griquas with the Pond.os 

south of their territory were not too cordial, anci that Adam 

KDk had been enueavoO'tring.to extend his authority by invading 
1. 

the Baca country. In addition to this there y,·as KoK r f' rec;uest 
2. 

'of December, 1871, for a British Resident among his tribes. 

The Governor of Natal had also during 1871 sent freq_uent 

letters to the Cape Government complB.ining that the Griq_uas were 

violating Alfredia which belonge6 to Natal, and that the unsettleo 

state of the natives in Gri~ualand Ec:,st, owing to the vreakness 

of the GriQua Government, was causing uneasiness among the 
2. 

natives in Natal territory. The Cape Gove.rnmen t came to 

the conclusion that it was time that it learnt something of 

what was going on in the Gric.._ua State. 

So in January, 1872, a Commission consisting of James 

Ayliffe, C .D. Briffi ths and Inspecto1· Grant, were appointed to 

investigate into these matters. 

These Commissioners made enquiries into the Ciisputes be-
I 

t1·1een the Gric1uas and the Ponci.os, and fixed a definite boundary 

between them. They also went into the matter of thefts between 

Griquas and Pondos, c.nd in the three cases which had been brought 

to their notice decided that the Griclua Government had to be 
4 • ~ ..... -e ... 

geld responsible. Smith,~ a Griq_ua Government official, had 

1. A.12-'73, p.48. 2. A.12-73, p.48. J. A.12-'7J,pp.64,69,70. 
4. A.12-'73, pp.103 and 104, cases of Banya, Lockenberg and 

Turton. 
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\}1.u\if 
being implicated in one case, but the Commission found that 

he had not been supported by the Government, ana that he had 

since been dismisse.d from office. 

As far as the war between the Gri~uas arni Amabacas was con-

ccrned, they decided that the GriQuas had been the aggressors and 

that their invasion of the Baca territory without previous refe-
1. 

rence to the High Commissioner, was Quite unjustifiable.. I 

have :already shown that the Griqua Government had tried to 

settle the dispute pea&:a bly, anci that they were not wholly to 

blame for the outbreak of hostilities. The Commissioners had 

evidently not examined all the evidence on the subject. Conse-

quently their report that the Griquas, having gained the support 

of ±N::e:.i:x the natives in •their land, and thus become strong, had 

used this strength on several occa.sions for no good purposes, 

:mi: must be treated rather .carefully. I think that in this 

· I" matter, as in others, the Commissioners were too seven:? on the 

Grici,uas. But their report that all the native trl.bes around 

· Kok' s land were in favour of being taken over by the British 

Government, is probably correct. 

Before I deal with the Commission's report on the Natal 

complaints, I shall give· a·short account of the Griqua relations 
-

with Natal before 1872. F'rom the correspondence between the Cape 

Government and Natal before the Griquas settled in Nomansland, 

it appwared that XNR Natal was not very eager to have the Gri-

quas settle there. She claimed part of theterritory that 
2 

Wodehouse intended to give to the Griquas, but failed to get 

this. In 1869 there was a dispute between Natal and Adam Kok, 

and to settle this, Wodehouse proposed to give a certain piece 
4. . .... /·~·"1,;·~:t"~~ :,i•_k,l 

of Natal dJn .certain conditions.. These" were that all grants 

of land made by Kok within this territory shpulci. be confirmed, 

holders of such farms to have them surveyed at their 01nm cost 

within six months, and the money received from land not yet 

l. E.12- 1 73, p.105. 2. G.53-'62, p.17. J. A.12- 1 73, p.91. 
4 . A . 12 T 1 7 3 , p . 91 . · 4)u M "'P 

3. 
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granted, should be paid to the Gric1ua Government. Natal did 

not agree to these conditions, and so Kok kept the land. 
1. 

When Wodehouse inf ~rmed Kok of' this he asked him to try to 

promote a better unde·rstanding with Natal. This. Adam evidently 

managed to do, and for the next fevv years his relations with 

Natal were quite ,0_corclial. He got all his guns and ammunition 

from Natal,and there was never any trolil,.'ble about this. He ...., 

also helped Natal by apprehending criminals who had fled into 

his country from Natal, and by sending ~x~x natives who 

were required as witnesses to the Natal Government. His let-

ter~s to Shepstone show that he always actedpromptly in these 

matters, and Shepstone's letters to him were always very 
2. 

friendly The Griqua Government also made an agreement with 

Natal about the natives who were continually passing from one 
3. 

country to the other. 

Natal, hmvever, was not satisfied with her Griq_ua neigh-

bours. Keate, the Lt-Governor of Natal, v;riting to E;x:.x~kll~ 
i 4. 

Barklry in August, 1871, accused the the GriQua Government 

of tolerating witchcraft and of being altogether in a low state 

of civilisation. ·But his main objection was that in the Gri-

qua quarrels with the Pondos, the territory of Alfredia w~s 

frequently crossed by raiding parties from one or other nation. 

Stolen cattle w~:se driven across Alfredia, and the natives in 

this land were held responsible, according to native law and 

custom, for such cattle, until the spoor had been traced beyond 
5. 

their kiraals. This naturally upset Alfredia, and Natal could 

n~t allow it to go on, as she was responsible for the security 

of this country. Shepstone was sent to investigate ~ certain· 

c~ses of theft, and he reported that the Pondos were unwarlike, 

and that their chief Umqikela was ready to be peaceful and listen 
6. 

to Natal's advice. It seems to me that Shepstone was not 
Government 

quite correct nere, for according to the Griqua/.bm books the 

1. A.12- 1 73, p.91. 2. Griqua Government papers; 1871. 
3. Ex. Co. minutes, 15th March," 1870. 4. A.12-'73,p.64.· 
5. A.12-'73, pp.64 and 65, 69 and 70. 6. A.12- 1 73, p.74. 
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Pondos raided just as often as the Griquas, and Umqikela was 

~a~ything but peaceful. But Shepstone's report was read by the 

Cape Government, and the Griqua Government bocrks were not. 

Whe Natal Government also alleged that the long boundary 

between its territory and Griqualand East was likely to cause 

trouble. The Griqua Goverrunent was wwak and cfil~ot control 

all the natives in its territory, and disturbances in Griqualand 
1. 

East could easily extend to Natal country. Goverru:>ID Keate 

also complained that the.Griquas were causing trouble among tre 

natives outside their territory. and as the natives thought that 

the British Government were supporting the Gri~uas, it .was 

likely to damage the British prestige among the natives. 2. 

Keate also thought that the GricLuas were importing too much 

ammunition, without giving sufficient reasons for it. 

The 1872 Commissioners investigated i~ all these ques-

tions. They decided that the violation of Alfredia could 

not be stopped because of the long line of the boundary, and 

the preatitery habits ~f the natives in Kok's country. The 

only remedy was to give Natal the wedge-shaped peace that 

Wodeh.ouse had wanted to give her. They agreed with Shepstone 

that the Griqua Government was too weak to maintain a strong 

Government among the native tribes around its territory. 

The Commissioners also enquired into the advisability of 

giving Kok greater facilities for getting arms and ammunition. 

They decided against it~ as these arms were probably used to 

arm Kok's native subjects, there being no organised force in 
. t' 

the country, and most of the game having already been exte~ina± 
. fl 

ted. 

The Commission also investigated ~.the conditions in 

the Griqua State its elf, but it Unfortunately did not read 

the Griqua Government documents. The question of what would 

happen if Kok died had caused some anxiety to the High Com-

missioner, because he had learned that no one knew who would 

1. A.12-'73, p.120. 2. A.12-'73, pp.66,67,71. 
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be the next captain. There were several claimants to this po-

sition in Griqualand East. The Jood, Eta, and Waterboer fa-
1. 

milies all had some claim to it; Smith Pommer had hopes of 
2. 

becoming captain on Kok's death;and Kok himself had a daughter 

who, might lay claim to his position, although there was some 
~ 3. 

prejudice against ruling. The Commission reported that con-
t.., 

fusion and anarchy would follow Kok's death, and Dower says 

that if Adam had died between and 1869 and 1874 there would 

have been civil war in Griqualand East. 

The report on the state of civilisation of treGriquas 
4, 

is interesting, althoupgh on sev.eral points the Commissioners 

were incorrect. It was said that the Griquas had gone down 

in civilisation since they had left Philippolis. There many 

of them had been comparatively wealthy, but in Griqualand East 
5. 

most of t.he people were in a state of 11 positive vvant and penury". 

This was largely due to the change of pasturage, which had 

caused many animals to die, but the main Beason for tre degene

rn•thn of the people was their own lazy¢,thriftless and idle 
6. 

·ha bi ts. This, however, did not apply to theKRX~xxrfil(x 

descendants of slaves and apprentices who had accompanied the 

Griquas from Philippolis. Th~y were industrious people, 

and had prospered in the new country. The Commissioners des-

cri bed Mount Currie as presenting a scene "which, for poverty, 
,/ . 7. 

desolation, and squaltid misery, cannot, we say, be surf!assed". 

Their report on the roads of Griqualand East was not cor-

( rect. They said ncturing our journey through the country ·we 

did not see a single yard of made roadway, not even the faintest 

sign of any labour ever being employed to make or put in order 

a single drift, in fact, ~o sign of any public works of any 

kind whatever, and this, too, notwithstanding that the re·venue 

derived by the Qriqua Government from hut tax, quitrents, 

licences, e-~ c., must amount to some thousands cf: pounds annually 

1. Dower, ch.XIII. 2. G.58-'79, p.21. 3. Dower, Ch.XIII. 
4. A.12-'73, pp.110-111. 5. Dower Ch.XI, agrees. 6. Dower 

Chapter VI agrees. 7. According to other evidence this 
~ report on the state of the Griquas themselves is correct. 
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is 
............. the manner in which this revenue wxx expended 

appears to be a profound mystery 11 • 

In Chapter III I have shown that the Griqua Government 

~did do a certail amount of quite good administration. The Com-

mission evidently did not examine a.11 the evidence on the sub

ject. They seemed to have left the Griqua Government papers 

severely a.lone. But their report on the financial state of 

the country was only too true. 

They reported that the judicial administration of the Gri-

quas was not too good, and cited the case of Hall, condemning 
i. 

the Griquas. They also decided that the GriquaGovemment 

had rulEtd unjustly because certain farmers had reported that 

their farms had been confiscated by the Government for no 
2. 

reason at all. These people were probably not pure Griquas . . 
3. 

But the fact remains that a section of the people under the Gri-

c;_ua Government .was badly treated. 

The Commission ignored the good.administration tnat had 

~been done, and concentrated only upon the failings of ·the Go-

vern .. 7!lent. Anci so they reported that the flimmediate interests 

of the Griquas themselves demanded most urgently that some radi-

cal change be at once instituted in the form of Government .under 
4. 

which they lived". They also rep:irted that the great majority 

of GriQuas wished to be taken over by the British Government, 

and advised that the whole of Griqualand East should be placed 

under British rule as soon as possible. ~ 

The Cape Government received this report and decided to 

take over the Government of Griq_ualand East, because first: 

the Griquas had caused tlDouble among natives outside of Griq_ua-

land East, using their strength to no gooci purpose. Second, 

the weakness of their Government was liable to lead to trouble 

an ong the natives, which was dangerous for Natal. 
5 • 

Third, the 

interests of the Griquas demanded it. 

1. See. Ch.IVi 2. A.12-'73,p.112. 

/ 
'73, p.112. 5. Keate had reported 
had being co_ming into the country 
lack of lavv~rle"illand vrnre a bad '--y-

J. Se Chapter IV. 4.s.1a
that a class of Europeans 
who were attracted by the 
influence. 
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I agree that the Government of the country should have 

~been taken over for these reasons, but I think that more credit 

should have been given to the Gri~uas themselves. They had 

after all established a Government which had done quite good 

work in the country, and as far as the natives in this territory 

were concerned they had been peaceful under the Griqua .rule, al-

thdmgh it is impossible that in the 10 years during which the 

Griquas governed them, they could have :~brought a great deal of 

civilisauon to the natives, And in the matter of the natives 

~ 
outside Griqualand East it seems to me that the Commissioners 

wer.e prejudiced against the Gri({uas, and did not make suffi-

cient enquiries into the subject. 

I agree that it was necessary to establish British autho-' 

rity in Griqualand East, because it would give a far better 

Government iD both Griquas and natives, and would do more 

towards the prosperity of the country than the Griqua Govern-

ment had been able to do. I think, however, that this shouid 

have been done in the first place. By leaving the Griquas in 

/"an independErt state for so long, the British Government made 

matters very.difficult for itself, because people who had go-

verned themselves, and had had authority over others for so 

many years, could not bepexpected to be pleased with Eil!i:~ 

b£1fug deprived of their ind~endence. And when the people 
A 

in question were the Griq_uas, it was not surprisiij.g that they 

could not even see the necessity for taking away this indepen-

dence. 

Soon after the 1872 Commission had sent its report, Joseph 

/ O,fpen was made British Hesident for the whole of the Transkei, 
1. 

including Griqualand East. As far as the Griquas were con-

cerned, this was not a happy choice, because Orpen was very 

.( pre~udiced against them. Both the tone and the contents of 

of his correspond~nce about the Griq_uas shows us this, and the 

Rev. W. Dower, who was a personal friend of Orpen, also tells 

us that he very much dislikedthe Griquas. He thought that 

1. Dower C~. XIII. 
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there was no good in them, and treated them accordingly, wor-

rying Kok about all sorts of little things arni beli ttJ,.ing llim, 

which treatment the captain naturally resent.ed. 
1. 

In June,1874, 

Kok was at last nworried anci goaded!! into asking Orpen to 

/'explain to him exactly what his position was, whether he was an 
2. 

independent chief or under British control. He said that 

the 1872 Commission had warned him that the British Government 

intended to take over the Government of the country, but that 

he would first be consulted·. Then,without warning
1

0rpen was 

placed in authority over him, and Kok did not c.:_uite know where 

he was. 

Soon after this, however, the Cape Government decided to 
3. 

take over authority in Gri~ualand East. The difficulties 

which had prevented Wodehouse from directly gover:ring the 

country, no longer existed, and it was now possible to place 

a magistrate in ~ok's land. Moreover, the position of the 
\ 4. ---~~··· ·-
\ Cape Government in the St. John's territory made it advisable 

for Griqualand East also to be under Government control. 

The Griquas were by this time only a small fraction of the total 

population of the land, :~he great majority being natives, all 

of whom desired the establishment of a British Resident among 

them. An additional advcintage in the eyes of the Goverrunent, 

vv-as the fact that the revenue of the country was ?Stirna ted at 

about £5,000 per annum, :which would make the country self sup-

porting, and enable them to give pensions to Kok and other office 
5. 

holders. Governor Barkl!y having.been instructed by the Cabi 
6 r . . 

net to do so, .therefC?re v1ent to Griq_ualanc'i East, where on ;f»mt 

15th Oc~ober, 1874, he met Kok and his Raad and several native 

chiefs, and informed them that he wished to substitute direct 

rule by the Cape Government for the provisional Government which 

was in existence in the country. 
1-1-; 1 

The conditions on which was 
' 

1. Dower. 2. G.21-'75, pp.66 anC 70. J. G.21- '75, p.70. 
It would have been easier to annex the country to Natal, but 
the Gr~q;ias had objected to this. 4. St. John's territory 
annexed in 5. G.21-'75,p.70. 6. G.21-75,p.71. 



1. 
go be done were the following: 

(1) Adam Kok was to continue to hold his present honorary 

title,· and wq.s to get a fixed salary, which would amount, to~ 

gether with the allowances he already received from the Colonial 

Governments, to £1,000 per annum, in consideration of his· past 

services, and his position as President of the Council whose 

functions were to be determined by the Government, and of such 

assistance as the Government would ask of him _in the arrange-

ment of affairs of the country in future. 

(2) The present officials of the Government wereJto rema:h in 

office at their present salaries antil the Cape Government could 

enquire into their_cases and qualifications, am decide who were 

to remain in office or receive pensi:Dns. 

(3) The existing laws were to remain in force until the 

Government could make inves_tiga tion, and the wishes of the cap-

tain and the people were to be catefully consid.ered. 

(4) Titles already granted to land were to remain unt'l the 

Government had enquired into them, and it was promised that 

these enquiry would .be just.and liberal. 

(5) All Government property and documents were to be handed 

over to the British Resident. 

(6) All just debts of the Griqua Government would be liqui-

dated by means of arrear and incoming revenue. 

(7) The Government was in future to be carried on under in

structions from Joseph Orpen. 

A~am Kok requested, after he had seen these, to my mind, 

liberal conditions, that the functions of himself and his Coun

cil be defined; that his re:tir\ling allowance be increased; and 

that all land titles issued by him be absolutely recognised. 

Barkily answered that he could not at once accede to the first 

request; max that the second would be· considered; and that the 

third colil.ld not be agreed to as the titles were unsettled and 

disputed, and it·-;,,as/Jnown how many had been fssued.
2

' 

1. G. 21- 1 75, p.73. 2. G.21-75, p.72. 
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Barklfy then left Kokstad, accompanied by Orpen, who left 

instructions for the Government of the country with Brisley, 

and ordered a census to be taken at once. In November,1874, 

Brisley and Strachan vrent to Cape Town in order to arrange the 
1. 

details about Kok's functions of Government. They made se-

veral suggestions about the future Government of Griqualand East 
2 

to the Cape Government, which was influenced by these peoposals 
3. 

when it made arrangements for the government of ·the country. 

Brovmlee, the Secretary for Native Affairs at the time, wrote 

that if the Cape Government confirmed Barklty1 s arrang .:~men ts, 
it r 

which ~ probably would do, .it would be prepared to carry 

out Barkley's conditions as modified. by the suggestions made by 

the GriQua Govfiernment. Until this was done, the Government 

was to be carried on by a Commissioner acting together with Kok 

and having equal power with him. The present Raad was to 

remain as it was, and could. advise Kok on matters brought before 

him and the Commissioner. All bona fide an~ unuisputed land 

titles already issued vJould be confirme6., but future claims' for 

land were to be submitted through Kok and the Commissioner to 

the Cape Government. 

The future Government of the country was to be carrieifon 

as nearly as possible as before, but was gradually to be assi-

milated to the laws and customs of the Colony. Kok was to get 

£700 per annum from the Griqua revenue, and three of his council-

lors, LUkas van der Westhuis, Rl'f± Piet Pienaar and Adam Eta, 

were to get £36 per annum for life in recognition of past ser-

vices to the Griqua Government. 

This document as well as the acceptance of it by Brisley 

and Strachan on behalf of the Griy:ua Govennment, was approved 

by the Cape Government: When Brlli.sley and Strachan returned to 

GriqualanC:i East. they submi ttec5_ the arrangements made to Kok and 

the Executive and Legislative Councils, by whom they were 
5. 

approved. In March, Mr. Cumming arrived. as the Commissioner 
-=---------------~-----------·-·--- .- ---·------1. 

/ 
G.21- 175, p.75. 2. G.21-'75, pp.75 and 76. J. G.21-'75, 

pp.76 and 77. 4. G.21-'75, p.'78: This approval by the Cape 
Government was not ratified until Parliament passed an annex
ation Bill in 1879. 5. G.21-'75,pp.79 and 80. 



( 76) 

who was to exercise joint authority with Koij:. He was instruc-

ted for the time being to introduce no innovations an~ to con-
1. 

fine his attention mainly to the collection of revenue. He 

was a tactful man who knew the Griquas, and by allowing them to 

talk as much as they liked, he managed to calm them. Kok 

was glad to be relieved of the responsiwility of Government, 
2. 

and Cumming soon did very much as he liked. And so for a 

while there was)peace in GriQualand East. The annexation put 

an end to the weakness of the central Government, brought jus-

tice and equality to the country, and greatly increased the 

value of land. 

1. G.21-'75, p~78. 
"•. 

2. Dower, Ch.XIX, p.72. 
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Chapter VII. 

THE HISTORY OF THE GRIQUAS FROM 1874 to 1878. 

Before I g9 ~n to the actual events between 1874 and 1878, 

I shall give an account of the condition of the Griquas in 1874. 

In Griqualand East the Griquas had grovm poor, and had gone down 

in civilisation. There were se\eral reasons for this, apart from 

their dislike of work, which prevented them from becoming sue-

cesful agricultural farmers. They had lost a great deal of 

stock during their first years in Nomansland; they had no easily 

accessible market for their produce; and between 1860 and 1870 

there lad been a general trade depression throughout South Af-

rica which gad affected them also. These were reasons for their 

t~ack of prosperity. As far as their moral condition was 

concerned, they had degenerated because they had had no missio-

naries for several years; because there were not a sufficient 

number of schools in the country; and .because while yet little 

more than half civilised, they had been located among savage 
1. 

natives, far away from any civilised communities. 

After 1870, however, they had begun to improve morally 

as well as materially. They had begun to cultivate more land 
2. 

and by 1874 they were growing a considerable quantity of wheat. 

Their stock had increased, and they were beginning to build 

better houses. In their chief village they had a school room 

and were building a Church. 
3. 

There was a day school which was 

quite well eq_uipped and had a trained school mistress. In 

the vicinity of Kokstad there were two private schools main-

ta.ined by Griqua parents. In the schools English, Dutch, 

reading and arithmetic·. were taught, and the more advanced pupils 

learned geography and grammar. During part of the year evening 

1. G.21- 1 75, pp.83 to 86. 2. 2. G.21-'75, p.86. J. School 
conducted by Dower's sister-in-law. 
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classes were held for adults. Just before the country was 

annexed in.1874, the school committee had applied to the Exe-

cutive Council for a. grant to establish schools in various 

parts of the country, and this applicarion lad been favourably 
1. 

received.. Nothing however had been done when the British 

took over the Government of the country. The £50 which the 

Cape Government had so far given every year for educational 

purposes had been useci for the central school which Dower said 

had done efficient work for several y::.::)ars: As far as their 

religious condition was concerned, Dower tells us that Sunday 

and weekday services, Sunday schoolsm, lible classes and even 

mothers' meetings were regularly held at Kokstad. In addition 

to this services were conducted every Sunday at four different 

outstations and at $ix others occasional services were heJ.d. 

Dower was assistea in all this work by a native ordained col-
2. 

league and several Church officers and lay preachers. 

The1~e were as yet no proper roads in Griqua.land East, and 
3 no bridges, though there were some drifts and one or two ferries. 

At this time there must have been about 1,000 adult Griy_uas, .and 

./about l,Joo·children, judging by a census taken by Blyth a few 

years later. 

Although Cumming managed to keep the Gri~uas ~uiet for a 

while·, they vvere not really satisfied. with the annexation. //· 

The Griquas who had governed the country for the last 10 years 

became dissatisfied as soon as they realised that in future they 

were not to have things;;' all their own way and that every one in 

the land was to be equal before the law .. They saw only that 

they had lost authority and prestige, and ignored the advantages 
~.4. 

that annexation brought to the country. 

The causes for the dissatisfaction of the mass ct: Griquas, 
oc. 5. however, are to be found mainly in their R.KN character. 

1. G.21-'75,p.85. 2. G.21- 1 75, p.84. 3. G.21-75, p.87. 

~: ~.58- 1 79, p.21. 5 G -e 79 19 .r~~ ~\... ~-· . . _,., ' p. . 
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I have shown that theyhad alvrays been very proua of heir indepen

dence, and the 10 years of self government in Gric:.Lualanci. East had 

increased this pri~e and their sense of self importance. 

T b '~nl . d f" t 1 • • d , ., . d 1 o e suae y uepr1ve o. filS in epenQence u1 not p ease 
"' them. During the last 10 years, bim, they had not learned to 

work or to educate themselves and they disliked the idea of obe-
1. 

dience to the British Government. 

But their main objection to thE:i annexation lay in the v:ay it 

was carried through. To begin with, Barklf; had not given 

them enough time to talk the matter over, and this had annoyed 

the Raad. Barkley cannot be blamed. He gave the Raad a long 

time to talk, and allowed them to put off meeting him an two 

occasions. If he had .known the Griy_uBs better he might have 

waited still longer. But as he aid not, he went away ~ithout 

talking to the Raad, which was a great pity because it gave 

a grievance to the Griciuas, both in that it had not allowed them 

to talk as much as they like~ and in that it ignored the impor-

tance of their Raad. 

· The whole annexation wc:~s far too summary. A man who ::\.new 

the Griqua character,Dower says, could have annexed the country 

with the enthusiastic support of the Griquas, if he had spent 

enough time and tact on the subjec~· But the annexation was 

carriecfout in a way which ignored the feelings of' he Griquas 

entirely. The Griquas were proud of their independ.ence, of the 

fact that they were a nation.- the annexation ignored this. They 

could be e·asily persuaded, and tactful treatment could accomplish 

almost anything with than - the Cape Government just blundered 

in and highhandedly annexed their country and establishedautho-

ri ty over them. The result could not be satisfaction with the. 

G~verDilent. And. in addition to this many ·wer .. e not even sure 

that they had come to Griqualand East as British subjects -

and from 1862 to 1872 nothing had been done to impress upon them 

that they were British subjects - and that the Government 

1. G.58- 1 79, p.17. 2. Dower, Ch.XVI,p.53. T";s;~, l~i...o.,..lcJll. .-i..; .... ~co.....,cci'· 
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therefore had the legal right to take over authority in the 
1. 

country. Even the Commission sent to enquire into the 
? C{.w 

causes of the 1878 rebellion decided that the British Govern-
-=::;--

ment had been wrong in the way in which it had annexed the 

country, and reported that a more conciliatory attitude would 

have had better results. I think, however, that it is quite 

probable that, the Griqua character being what it was. an as rump-

tion of authority over them by the British Government when 

they first came to Griy_ualand East would have caused just as 

much dissatisfaction as the 1874 annexation, although since 

annexation vv-as inevitable it would have been better, as I have 

stated previously, to have brought them under British Govern-

ment control from the commencement. 

Soon after Cumming became Commissioner in Griqualand East, 

a Commission consisting of C. Griffiths, S. _Probart, and Thomas 

Cumming, was appointed to enquire into the affairs of Griqua-

land East, with special reference to the grants of land made 
. 2. was 
since 1872. It xx absolutely necessary to investigate into 

this matter. Since May, 1872, there had been a mad scrqtl:lle 

after land, and 345 titles had been issued by the Griqua Govcrn
madie 

m:ent. No regular survey had been BK of farms granted. They 

were named, the approximate extent given, and the district where 

they were supposed to be situated. The practice had been for 

ea:Eh farmer to engage a surveyor if he wanted to. Sometimes 

duplicate diagrams were sent to the Griqua Government, but even 

when they were sent they were not examined. No one knew exactly 

ljlow much land had been granted or hovv much remained to be granted 
... 

Adam Kok obuected to the appointment of his Commission, 

because he said that Barkliy had given him the impression that 
3. 

all his land grants would be confirmed. This was not the 

case. Barkley had distinctly stated that he could not.con-
4. 

firm all Kok's land grants. But although Kok did not want 

1. G.58-'79, p.12.and G.37-'76,p.68. 2. G.37- 1 76,pp 1 and 2. 
13 J. G.37- 1 76, p.76. 4. G. 21- 1 75, p.72. 
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his land grants reviewed, his people definitely diu. They 

accused him of favou~itism (which was 4uite probably ±x:NlK 

well f~ounded) and at a public meeting the Griquas objected to 

the British Government taking over Griqualand East if it was 
1. 

done on conditton that all Kok 1 s land grants were confirmed. 
2. 

Certain traders in Griqualand East also complained against 

the many grants of land which had been made to the firm of 

Strachan & Co. of which Brisley was a member. It was found 

by the Commission that since 1872 several grants of 50 acres 

each had been made to this firm in various outspans and at 
I 

v'arious drifts. It does seem like £avouritism on the part of 

the Griqua Gov ermment, that the tvrn most influential Europeans 
tac. . 

/ in the country were given land in all the ?€>St a;·eas. The Com-

mission decided that these grants of land were not be to be 
3. 

confirmed. 

The Commission worked carefully and impartially in its 

task of drawing up lists of land grants which were to be confirm.,,; 

med or rejected. 'Ihe Grii-J_Ua Committee of 12 often interviewed 

the Cmmmission, and talked a lot probably to very little 

purpose. 
4.

The whole business caused some unrest in Kokstad. 

The Commission decided first to provide for the land claims of 

all bona fide title holders; then to provide for those whose 

claims were based on certificates - the Commission drew 0.p a 

list of land certif:icate holders. to whom they thought title 

should be issued. Where lands lands were already occupied by 
5. 

such holders, the titles should be issued to these farms. And 

thirdly, the Commission decided that aggreg<:1 te acreage of loca-
6. 

tions for native tribes should be maintained. They repor-

ted that the native locations should be left as Kok had deter-

mined them, and that no land should be granted to farmers out 

of these locations. If any men held titles to land in loca-

tions, they were to be given farms elsewhere. They recommended 

that after the country had be.en surveyed, some of he smaller 

1. G. 37- 176, pp.JO and 31. 2. G.37- 176,pp.97 and 98. J. G.37-
176 pp.28 and 29. 4 .• Dower, Ch .. XIX. 5. G.37-'76, pp.Jl to 34. 
6 . Dower, Ch. ·XX. 
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locations among the farms to which titles had been granted, 

should be removed, and the natives placed in the larger loca

tions. Any land that was left after these conditions had been 

fulfilled was to be granted to Griquas who had trekked from 

Philippolis and had not land, and residents among them who 

had done public service. 

All the land which had been intended by Kok for distribu-

tion was granted away by the Cape Government with one or two 

·exceptions. The Griquas were quite fairly treated, and it 
1. 

was their own fault that they lost their lands to Euopeans. 

The Griquas were dissatisfied with the provisions made for 

the native and _easuto locations, and when the Land board was 

ctreatedjlater to consider fresh applications for land, and 

generally carry on the work of the 1876 Commission, they still 

objected to this provision, and so once more showed their lack 
2. 

of sense, and also ailienated sympathy from themselves. 

The Commission reported on the claims of Nehemia~ Moshesh 

I to lanci, deciding that they should not be granted, as Nehemiah 
\ 

had already threatened to fight the Gric;.uas, and would only 

cause disturbances among the natives. 

They also reported on the financial position of the country, 

saying that the 1875 r""evemie was sufficient to pay off the 

debts of the Griqua Government, and that the country was quite 

able to support itself. As far as the future Government was 

concerned, the Commission Qecided that the Colonial Government 

should as soon as possible establish direct control in the 

country governing by special rules and regulayions. 

mended that a Civil Commissioner be established at Kokstad, 

having jurisdiction over the whole of Griq_ualand East, and· being 

directly responsible to the Ca:pe Government for revenuu and 

expenditure. Resident Magistrates supported by a few police, 

should be established at Koksta,t.J. Umzimkulu, and :Matatiele, with 
\ 

judicial duties, and powers to collect the revenue in their 

districts v;hich they were to pay over to the Civil Commissioner. 

1. DowerM, Ch.XX. 2. Dower, Ch.XIX a.nci ch. XXIV. 
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The Commissioners recommended. that t:i1e list of land 

grants which were to be confirmed should be published as soon 

as possible. Unfortunately there was some delay in doing 

this, which caused a great deal of unrest among the Griquas. 
1. 

Many rumours were current, that.now that Adam Kok was dead 

the Governnmt would not keep faith, and very few Griquas would 

get farms. A class of land speculators caused more trouble 
2. 

and disaffection than any other people. They adeavoured 

to depreciate the value of the land by spreading rumours that 

the object of the Commission was to disallow Kok's land grants. 

They were mainly responsible for the rumours after Kok 1 s death 

that the Cape Government would. not keep :bts promises to the 

captain. This caused the Griqua~ to repudiate the agreement 

made between the Griqua Government and the Cape, and they 

began openly to say that they were not going to submit of tlB 
3. 

authority of the Cape Government. 

Unrest in Griqualand East was increased by the arrival of 
4. 

the four men who were to survey the country. Every Griqua 

V' immediately objected. They said that the surveys would cost 

money, and that they had never consented to any such measure. 

The Cape Government then promised the~, that all farmers whose 

lands had already been surveyed would not have to pay theil~ 

share in the new survey, -,-~·hich promise, as only comparatively few 

Griqua farms had been surveyed, ciid not do much tovrnrds calming 

the Griquas. 

' 
Then there vvas the census which was n~L taken for the first 

fime. The Gri~.c1.uas had never before heard cf such a thing, and 

regarded it with great distrust,. often giving false reports to 
5. 

the census officers. All sorts of absurd rumours went about, 

that even such things as dogs anci. cats were to .be taxed, and 

that the poor Griquas were going to have a sad time in future. 

The a.riqua characte·r being what it was, all these rumours were 

1. Died December, 1875. 2. G.16- 1 76, p. 104. J. G.16-'76, 
p. 104. 4. Dmver, Ch.XXII. 5. G. 21-'75, p. 116. 
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believed, and had a profound iN effect upon them. 

While all these things v1ere causing growing dissa tis

fa ct ion, the Gric;i.uas were furiously selling their farms. 

Every fresh cause for discontent - the delay in the pubJ_ica-

tion of the land lists, the survey, and the census - caused 
( 1. 

them to sell still more land. Dower preached TTdon't sell 

j 

your land" but in vain. The Griquas seemed possessed by a 

positive mania for selling. They sold because of the rumours 

that they were to be heavily taxed; they sold because they 

pretended to believe that the land board wouli not recognise 

their claims even after it had heard them; and they s&ld because 

they loved hanciling money, and the increased value of land 

vv.hich brought buyers for farms, gave them an oppo::;:·tuni ty to 

obtain money. Buyers came from all q_uarters, and the Gri-

quas rushed to get rid of their farms. They sold farms and 

erven, titles and the right to get them. Everytij.ing went. 

By 1879 nearly one half of the @riq_ua farms had passed out of 

their possession. Thousands of acres of good grazing and 

agricul tUJ.~a1 land were sold for sixpence an acre, even aft er 
J. 

annexation had given security of tenure. 

Does all this selling not show how igno rant and lacking 

in common sense the Griq_uas really were, for all their appa-

rent civilisation? Does it not show that they were still not 

sufficiently civilised to possess land by individual tenure? 

Does it not show that they should never have been allowed to 

set up their own Government, but should alvmys have been con-

trolled and guided by a more civilisedpower? 

Aryd when they had sold their farms, they spent their money 

in the same mad irresponsible way. Many traders came into 

G~iqualand East, and helpled the Griquas to get rid of heir 

money. What they did not spend on me less articles of clot.hing, 

etc., they wastedj::>n extravagant displays, such as weddings, 

1. Dower, Ch.XVII. 2. G.58- 1 79, p.16. J. Dower, Ch.XVII. 
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and if their more sensible EuiOOpean minister objected, and 

tried to show them the folly of such proceedings, they ac-

cused him of trying to prevent them from improving their so
l. 

cial posifion. These poor Griquas really could not see 

furtbe r than their own noses. It seems doubtful whether they 

could see even so far. 

The saddest thing about the vvhole business was that they 

did not realise that by selling their land they sold their 

power to influence the Government of the country. The Euro-

peans who got their farms, rapidly came to have more influence 

in the Government than the Griquas. This is shovm by the 

fact that as more Europeans came into the counry, the old Gri-
2. 

qua law of prohibiJion was ignored. Canteens were set up 

in the country, and the Griquas were able to ohtain strong 

drink, and readily took to it. It naturally had a bad effect 

on them, and later some people attributed the rebellion to 

drink. 

The Gri~uas found another grievance in the fact that 

Europeans became more influential than they. They unf or-

tunately did not realise thct it vms their ow.a fault and that 

it was not in their own interests to sell their land. I have 

shown that the Cape Goverrunent had treated them fairly and 

V had granted all the land that K;)k had intend.edfor cii s tri bu-

tion. So that if they haojiot sold their land, Europeans could 

not have come in so rapidly and in such large numbers, and the 

Griquas would have remained an important element of he commu-

nity. 

In December~ 1975, Adam Kok died. The Legislative 
3. 

Council held a meeting on t~e 3rd January, 1876, at which 

they decided that the Gric1ua people had the right to elect a 

successor to the late captain irrespective of the lineal sue-

cession. They decided to send the members of the Council 

1. Dower, Ch. A'VII. 
ment Papers, 1876. 

2. Dower, Ch. XVII. J. G~i0ua Govern-" ~ 
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to the respective districts to meet their people, and. to bring 
choice 

the report of their ocburiX~ to a meeting to be held on the 13th 

January. Meanwhile the Legislative Council elected Lukas 

van der Westhuis as chief of the Griqua nation until they 
1. 

heard the decision of the people. But on the 21st January, 

1876, Cumming was told by the Secretary for Native Affairs to 

n •at once issue a proclamation in Griqualand East, and make it 

as widely known as possible that consequently upon the death 

of Adam Kok' (hitherto sustained in a show of conjoint authority 

for reasons of policy)he•on behalf of the Colonial Government, 

assumed the sole direction and control of public affairs in 
2. 

that territory, and until further arrangements• n This was 

done, and on the 29th February the Griquas held a public mee

ting, and subsequently wrote to Cumming that they objected to 

the arrangement. They said that they had not con$ented to the 

Colonial Government assuming authority, and had often made this 
w 

known to the Commissioner. Tis was a strange statement to make, 
I.A-- . 

considering that the Executive and the Legislative CouncilG>s 

had consented to the arrangement in 1874,,but was quite in kee

ping with the Griqua character. 

Cumming evidently grew rather worried about these evidences 

of unrest, and he wrote to the Cape begging the Government to 
3. 

stop the agitation among the people as soon as possible. He 

said that evilly disposedpeople were prejudicing the minds of 

the mass of Griquas against ·the Government, and he feared trou-

ble. He reported that the centre of the agitation was Riet-

vlei, and Dower agrees that Smith Pommer was the main instiga-

tor of the trouLle. So in April, 1876 , the Cape. Government . 

sent to Griqualand East the man tlLy thought was best fitted to 
4. 

suppress any possible rebellion. As it happened this man 

j was the spark that caused the conflagration. Capt. Blyth was 
5. 

absolutely the wrong man to put in command of the Griquas. 

1. They completely ignored their own law that the post of captain 
was !o be hereditary. 2. G.58-'79, p.12. 3. G.58-7.2_,pp. 
22, .23 and 27. a .. G. 16-'76, p.104. 5. Dower,ch...,c~1 1 
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He believed that they were all disloyal and ready for rebellion, 

and so he started off in a high handed manner, telling them 

that he was not going to allow any treason. against tte Queen. 

Not knowing the people, he did not ·realise that this was the 

wrong way in which to treat them. He was naturally a hasty 

man, very just, but a soldier, not a diplomat. And diplomacy 

was what viras needed in dealing with the Griquas, now more than 

at any time, when they were already dissatisfied with the Go-

vernment, and were being still more unsettled by men like Smith 

Pommer who were determined to stir up rebellion. 

Blyth commenced by calline a meeting of .Griqua burghers. 
1. 

They as their custom was, came arme6. and mounted. Blyth al-

ready suspicious, bec~me still more suspicious at what he regar-

ded as a hostile move. In his address to this meeting, he 

said that Griquas were subjects of the ~ueen, that there was 

treason in the land, and that he was determined to stamp it 

out. He werit on to say that the Commit tee of 12 was a treason-

ati.e body, and had to be abolished. This was a mistake that 

caused a lot of dissatisfaction among the Griquas. No one 

seems to know quite how or when this Committee originated, only 

that it appeared after the annexation. It was a ·safety valve 

that ah.llowed the Griquas to talk as much as they like6-. It 
~ 

allowed Ato air all their grievances, a net so in a measure satis-
2. 

fied them. Blyth unfortu.nately did not knov,; this. All 

he could see was that the Committee of 12 talked treason, so he 

antagonised the Gri(iuas from the beginning by abolishin5 

this body. 

On Blyth's very first night in Kokstad there were events 

which put the Griquas still more agafilnst him. Both sides 

were suspicious. T1>1ere was an alarm, and Blyth caused the 

houses of several Griy_uas to be entered and their fire arms 

to be confiscated. The next day Kok's widow and the influen
J. 

tial Jood family trekked to Natal "for safety". 
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After this bad beginning, things calmed. down a little. 

The land lists were explainea to the Gri~_uas, an0. they found 
1. 

that their fears had been §roundless. Also as Bl~th got to 

xnow them better, he ac5.optecl a more conciliatory attitude, and 

c5..ia muc11 to make amenas for his first mistake. It '&S only 

by a few people that these things we·-e not forgotten. In April 
2. 

Blyth reporteci to Cape Tovm thu. t Kokstacl was becoming less 

excited, and that he believeo. that there iJVas no more cianger 

of a rebellion, but t~ere were certain people with Mrs. Kok 

who were doing all they could to stir up rebellion. Blyth 

said he was doing his best to inspire confidence in the Gri-

quas and was taking steps to improve KoKstad._ Brov;nlee also 

""~" thought ,.nwi th wise and judicious management therq1.s every rea-

• son to believe that the Griy_uas will soon be willing and loyal 
3. 

subjects of Her Gracious Majestyn. 

There is some grounu. for the belief of the 1879 Commission 

that this hope would have been fulfilled had it not been for 

Smith Pommer and his friencts. They gained great· influence 

among the easily persuadable Griquas, and made the}nost of all 

their di~satisfaction. It is C.if ficul t to see tfuough hov,r the_ 

GT'ic~uas' dissatisfaction at the loss of theiI' land could have 

been removed by Blyth or any other magistrate. There were 

many GriY.uas who had alreaci.y sold their lane:, anO. these people 

coulQ not get the ici.ea out of their heaQS that they had been 

J wronged. This v.;as one of the main reasons v.rhy nearly all 

the Gri4uas joined in the rebellion. A great deal of the 

blame for this event mu~t undoubtedly be put on people like 

Pommer ·who stirred up the Griy_uas, but if the Gric~uas had not 

already been aissabsifeu they vrnula not :i:1ave joined~n the rebel-

lion as eagerly as they did. Blyth_himself reported th~ 
4. 

nearly every Griy_ua had been concerned in the rebellion. 

The rebellion brot\:e out in Anril, 1878. Smith Pommer led 
-n,< 

the dissaffected Gric:uas, aided by about 90 Pondo~s ."Rebellion 

1. Dower, Ch.XXII. 2. 
J. G.16- 1 76, p.104. 

G.5~'.-'76, Blyth to Brownlee, 12th 1\.pril. 
4. A.51- 1 78, p.14 and G.58-i79,p.4l. 



(89) 

was soon SU"9pressec'.i a:ad Pomrner was LiLm. 'J:'ht:; prisoners who were 

taKen were sent to Cape To·;m, v"here the Suprmme C ..;urt decided 

that it aid not have the right to try them ~lnce tht:{i874 annex

/ a. tion had. not been ratifieo. by the Cape Parliament. So they 

were sent to Gric~ualand .Ea.st vrhere -chey were tried by Brownlee, 

the Chief Magistrate. 

Shortly after the rebellion the Cape Parliameqt passed an 

Act annexing: Griqualand East anc. Brownlee wa~3 sent to Kokstad . 

as Chief Magistrate. When the effects of the rebellion had 

worn off, and. the Gris~uas were once more settling rJ.om:l, the 

country .again began to prosper rapidly. :tvlany Europeans settled 

in it, trade incres..seu anO. o.fter the fir st f ev,, years the re-

venue began to exceea expenditure. The country i.:·,;as openec... 
1. 

up and roads anc. brici.ges ,-,ere built'" The G+:h~uas, hov.'ever, con-

t i.nuec~ selling their 12.ncl.. In February, 18 79 Mr. V'atermeyer 
2 

repor·te0. that "Europeans are still steadily becoming possessed 

of the GriQua fs.r;11s, ',"hich leaves no c.oubt as to hB.e irnmeCliG.te 

prospects of tJ:;i_is country. It is c.1.ifiicult to preuict what is 

to become of the men who are thus parting -.':i th what has been 

their only means of existence, and are spenc.ing th~proceeds 

without any regard for the future ...... Nearly one half of the 

Griq_ua claims have passeci from them and it saetjlS that numbers 
3. 

7;ill f ollov:." In 1880 at;ai : , Brovmlee reported that al though 

there were a few excellent Gric1uas, the great majority waBe 

steadily degeYE'.'ating and selling their lan0 so rapidly that 

within a fevv years there v;oulci be less than 50 true Griy_ua land-

/

1 

holders. After this there is Very little information about 

the Gric~uas in the Parliamentary blue books. The days when 

the Gric,uas ·were the most influentia.l people in Gric1 ualand East 

were past. The superior lntelligence of the civilisea 

Europeans \:;ho had entered their country caused the ejection 

of th~ sim1)lle minded and. ignorant Gric1ua.s. The law of the 

survival of the fittest prevailed. am• the Gri~uas - whose subse_; 

+. . t 4 •t ·1 vO surr·enc.er 0 t..ineVl . a 0 c;.uent history is rather obscure - haci. 

march of progress. It seews a pity that these people v,rho had 
1. G. '5 3-' 79, p .195. a:.1&. .17-:_ 1 78 ~Pl;. 60 ~ 61. 62. 2. 5 8-' 79, p .16 .~5,~!a0P')0-

-t 
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starteCiput under rather auspicious circumstances and. viith the 

promise of in c .:, urse of tiM-e gaining a nationhood uiC. not meet 

. with a better fate .. 
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