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Abstract 

 

Title:  An investigation into the ultrastructural parameters of abdominal   

muscles in children and adolescents with spastic type cerebral palsy and 

the effect on postural muscle performance. 

 

Author: Saviour Adjenti 

 

Date:  May, 2014 

 

Cerebral palsy (CP) is an abnormality in motor function and postural tone that usually occurs 

at an early age. Spastic type cerebral palsy (STCP) - the most common type of motor disorder 

– involves increased muscle tone, a rigid posture in the limbs and muscle weakness resulting 

in impairment of gross motor function, trunk instability and co-ordination. The management 

of CP cases includes a broad spectrum of therapeutic interventions, therefore involving a large 

multi-professional team, and providing an ideal opportunity for collaboration amongst 

professionals. The primary determinants of muscle function are the architectural parameters 

(MAP’s) of the muscle which determine the macroscopic arrangement of muscle fibres relative 

to the axis of force generation. 

 Ultrasonography was used to quantify these MAP’s while the NORAXAN® electromyograph 

was used to monitor neuromuscular activity in children and adolescents with STCP (N = 63) 

and the results were compared with the findings from aged-matched individuals with typical 

development (TD), (N = 82). All the muscles - external oblique (EO), internal oblique (IO), 

transversus abdominis (TrA) and rectus abdominis (RA) - were thicker in the STCP group than 

in the TD group. The EO, IO and TrA muscles in the STCP group were thicker at rest than in 

individuals with TD. The MAP’s of EO, IO and TrA in the STCP group decreased when the 

muscles changed from the resting to an active state, as opposed to increasing in the TD group. 

The four muscles of individuals with TD and the RA of the STCP group showed significant 

changes (p < 0.001) in the frequency of EMG activity between the resting and active states.  

With regards to pennation, the abdominal muscles could be regarded as a transition group of 

muscles, lying somewhere between pennated and non-pennated muscle bellies. 
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The findings from this study revealed that the RA may be targeted during rehabilitation 

regimens in the provision of stability for the bony pelvis, however, the force generated by this 

muscle may not be sufficient for the maintenance of trunk stability without optimal support 

from the EO and IO. An elevated tone at rest in the EO and IO, coupled with unilateral activity 

of the RA may lead to mal-rotation of the bony pelvis.  

The gross motor function measure (GMFM), which tested the five main domains of activity in 

individuals with STCP was well aligned with the gross motor function classification system 

(GMFCS) Levels (disability status) but did not correlate with changes in MAP’s or with 

changes in the frequency of EMG activity between resting and active states. The performance 

of daily activities by individuals with STCP may not be a reflection of the activity of a muscle.  

The physiological cost index (PCI) was performed as an outcome measure to determine and 

compare the level of energy consumption between the two groups. The participants with STCP 

consumed significantly more (p < 0.001) energy than the TD group. However, this test showed 

no association with MAP, EMG activity and the changes in these muscle parameters from 

resting to active states (rho ranged from -0.009 to 0.27 in the STCP group; rho ranging from -

0.423 to 0.199 in the TD group). The PCI may not be a useful test in determining the 

morphological transformation taking place in a muscle or muscle groups. 

The MAP’s of the unaffected side of the abdominal muscles of the STCP individuals with 

hemiplegia showed similar characteristics to those of TD individuals. The STCP adversely 

affects the trunk musculature in a similar fashion to the limbs.   

Knowledge of the macroscopic arrangement of the abdominal muscles is important in the 

management of pelvic stability in individuals with STCP.  

Key words: spastic type cerebral palsy (STCP), abdominal muscles, postural muscles, 

muscle architectural parameters, muscle thickness, muscle fibre length, pennation 

angle, rehabilitation. 
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Chapter 1 Introduction  

1.1 The scope of the study  

Cerebral palsy (CP) by definition involves an abnormality in motor function and postural 

tone that is acquired at an early age (Palisano et al., 2000, Bax et al., 2005, Lichtwark & 

Wilson, 2007). In its most severe form, CP is associated with a complete lack of independent 

mobility (Dolk et al., 2010). The condition is regarded mainly as a neurodevelopmental 

disorder with the highest rates in children living in low to middle income countries, including 

South Africa (Dowding & Barry, 1990; Dolk et al., 2001; Sundrum et al., 2005; van Toom et 

al., 2007; Hjern & Thorgren-Jerneck, 2008). This presents as one of the motivations for the 

choice of subjects in this study – children and adolescents in a developing country. The 

incidence rate is increasing, possibly due to improved diagnostic techniques and test 

procedures (Dolk et al., 2010) and even in developed countries such as the United States of 

America, CP has been reported to be the most common motor disorder (Dolk et al., 2001; 

Sundrum et al., 2005; Odding et al., 2006; Dolk et al., 2010). Similar to other neurological 

disorders, CP is commonly associated with impairment of muscle function (Bernard et al., 

2009) but the mechanisms underlying the muscle impairment are not yet fully understood.   

A few morphological studies on CP have revealed that the functional integrity of skeletal 

muscles in general, is associated with neuronal activity (Walker et al., 1987; Brogren et al., 

1996; Lieber et al., 2004).  The nervous stimulation of large muscle groups such the 

hamstring and quadriceps femoris muscles have variously been investigated in support of this 

view (Verschuren et al., 2008; Hussain et al., 2013).  However, little is known about the 

structure,  function and neuronal activity of the abdominal muscles, which apart from the 

limbs muscles, are more often adversely transformed with the occurrence of CP (Lieber et al., 

2004; Malaiya et al., 2007; Verschuren et al., 2008; Hussain et al., 2013). Therapists and 

researchers argue that this lack of information impedes the development of adequate 

therapeutic interventions aiming at the abdominal muscles (Rutherford & Jones, 1992; 

Maganaris & Paul, 2002; Barber et al., 2012). Some researchers have raised concerns about 

the lack of an adequate theoretical basis and also about the lack of sufficient empirical 

evidence for the rehabilitation and management strategies involving physically and 

neurologically challenged individuals (Walker et al., 1987; Brogren et al., 1996; Lieber et al., 

2004).  It has been suggested that a thorough knowledge of the perceived source of the 
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impairment in CP is required by clinicians and therapists in order to facilitate any 

intervention process (Burtner et al., 1998). This is considered to be necessary since skeletal 

muscles, in general, have been reported to possess remarkable plasticity and can quickly gain 

or lose contractile material according to changes in loading regimens with a high capacitance 

for permanent disabilities with cases involving CP (Burtner et al., 1998).  According to 

Bernard et al. (2009) gaining an insight into the underlying mechanism of muscle impairment 

requires accurate measurements of the geometrical properties of the affected muscles.  

It has been postulated that the abdominal muscles play an important role in stabilising the 

trunk and the provision of postural stability (Hodges et al., 2005; Malaiya et al., 2007; Ohata 

et al., 2008).  It is envisaged that adequate knowledge of the geometry of abdominal muscle 

parameters may guide therapists in reducing the locomotor problems associated with this 

neuromuscular condition.  

As a result of the bipedal nature of human beings, for the spine (vertebral column) to 

maintain stability, optimal control from all components of the neuromuscular system is 

required (Gans & Gaunt, 1991; Muramatsu et al., 2002b; van Dieen et al., 2003; Hodges et 

al., 2005).  With the onset of CP and the pelvic tilt that usually accompanies the spastic type, 

it has been hypothesised that there may be adverse transformations in both the neural and 

muscular components of the individuals affected (Maganaris & Paul, 2002; Lieber et al., 

2004; Hussain et al., 2013). 

Therefore, in order to provide a better theoretical basis for the planning of rehabilitation 

interventions, involving the transformations of abdominal muscles with regards to CP, this 

study aims to: 

• Identify whether abdominal muscles undergo transformation in children with CP 

• Establish the nature of any such structural changes that may occur and 

• Determine whether these changes impact on function. 

1.2  Cerebral palsy (CP)  

CP is defined as a non-progressive lesion in the developing brain which typically affects a 

child’s movement and postural tone (Palisano et al., 2000; Bax et al., 2005; Rosebaum et al., 

2007). Therefore, CP may be regarded as a central nervous system condition with a motor 

impairment component affecting mostly skeletal muscles (Morrel et al., 2002). Children with 
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CP are reported to have various impairments that interfere with their activity and 

participation, which may be classified according to the International Classification of 

Functioning Disability and Health (ICF) into several categories / levels (Palisano et al., 2000; 

WHO-ICF, 2001; Ohata et al., 2008). These impairments include neuromuscular and 

musculoskeletal problems such as spasticity, muscle contracture, lack of co-ordination, loss 

of selective motor control and weakness (Damiano et al., 2000; Gormley, 2001). Even 

children with mild CP have been shown to demonstrate substantial weakness compared with 

their age-related peers of typical development (TD) (Damiano et al., 2000; Barber et al., 

2011; Gough & Shortland, 2012). Spasticity is a common impairment in children with CP 

and the relation between higher resistance torque and lower strength is mainly determined by 

muscle morphology and neurological factors. In other words, it has been noted that most of 

these impairments have an associated musculoskeletal transformation which, in turn affects 

function / activity either directly or indirectly (Damiano et al., 2000; Gormley, 2001). An 

increasing amount of research on CP in recent times, seeks to investigate the origin of the 

weakness and impairments (Lieber et al., 2004; Verschuren et al., 2008; Hussain et al., 

2013). The present study focused on the muscular aspects of the abdominal muscles of 

children and adolescents with the spastic type, with regard to use or disuse of these muscles 

as a result of cerebral palsy. 

Researchers have documented three main types of CP, with the spastic type (STCP) being the 

most common, and is characterised by hypertonia, hyperreflexia and constantly contracted 

tight muscles with stiff and difficult movements (Morrel et al., 2002; Bax et al., 2005; 

Rosebaum et al., 2007). Consequently, the acronym STCP will be used from this stage of the 

dissertation onward, to represent the very subtype that is being investigated in the present 

study. From the morphological perspective STCP may be regarded as an upper motor neuron 

lesion with severe consequences on various skeletal muscles including those of the trunk. The 

other two types of CP, which are outside the scope of this study are the athetoid type, 

characterised by involuntary and uncontrollable movements and the ataxic type, characterised 

by a disturbed sense of balance and depth of perception (Chapman & Madison, 1988; Deluca, 

1991; Deluca, 1996; Couper, 2002; Gage, 2004).   

1.3 The role of abdominal muscles and the maintenance of pelvic tilt 

As the abdominal muscles are relatively thin and as each has an individual action, their role 

with regard to the trunk is a subject of debate and an important area of research in biokinetics 
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(Woitiez et al., 1984). There is evidence that the contribution of the abdominal muscles 

towards trunk and pelvis stability is decreased in children with STCP when compared with 

aged-matched children with TD (Hodges & Richardson, 1999; Hodges et al., 2005). Children 

with STCP are reported to exhibit excessive abdomino-pelvic (anterior pelvic) tilt, and this 

has been associated with poor recruitment of abdominal muscles (Chapman & Madison, 

1988; Mitsiopoulos et al., 1998; Richardson et al., 2002; Unger, 2011). Consequently, 

therapists target the abdominal muscles during rehabilitation activities in their bid to provide 

strength to this group of muscles and consequently improve the abdomino-pelvic tilt 

(Richardson et al., 2002; Hodges et al., 2005; Hodges, 2011). Studies by Unger (2011) to 

ascertain the effectiveness of these rehabilitative activities yielded some positive results. 

Hodges et al. (2005) intimated that abdominal muscles are the primary focus for therapists 

and clinicians in STCP, particularly those with anterior pelvic tilt. Ohata and co-workers 

(2008) noted that, regardless of which particular group of muscles is involved in anterior 

pelvic tilt, it is worthwhile to establish the degree of change in all muscles acting on the bony 

pelvis in order to understand the pathophysiology of one group or the other.  

A study by Cholewicki et al. (2000) suggests that the degree of lumbar lordosis, pelvic tilt 

and abdominal muscle function are related to one another. Barrett & Lichtwark (2010), 

however, argued that there is no evidence of a relationship between abdominal muscle 

strength (function), lordosis and pelvic tilt and therefore all that could possibly occur is a 

posterior pelvic tilt with a concurrent decrease in the depth of lumbar lordosis. Subsequent to 

this publication many other clinical researchers suggested the use of modern in vivo imaging 

techniques to obtain empirical evidence on the subject of pelvic tilt, abdominal muscle 

involvement and function (Hart & Rose, 1986; Brogren et al., 1998; Barrett & Lichtwark, 

2010; Unger, 2011). There has been increasing evidence that weakness of the abdominal 

muscles in children suffering from STCP is associated with anterior tilting of the bony pelvis 

(DeTroyer et al., 1990; Brogren et al., 1998; Butler, 1998; Unger et al., 2006). A search 

through literature on STCP and MAP’s yielded a variety of reports on the exact role of trunk 

muscles with regard to pelvic stability and tilt with evidence from more recent publications 

that there may be both increased tone and weakness in the trunk muscles (Teyhen et al., 

2008, Vasseljen et al., 2009, Barrett & Lichtwark, 2010; Unger, 2011). In general, however, 

there is a paucity in the literature regarding the relationship between the anatomy and 

physiology of the abdominal muscles in children with STCP and the concomitant 

biomechanics and the effect on the trunk. This study seeks among other objectives to 
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determine whether there are differences in abdominal muscle activation between STCP and 

TD groups and whether children with STCP are predisposed to poor activation patterns with 

respect to EMG analysis. 

1.4 Monitoring structure and function in the abdominal muscles  

In order to establish the relationship between muscle architecture parameters (i.e. muscle 

thickness, pennation angle and fibre length), herewith referred to as MAP, muscle activation 

pattern and functional abilities of the child, it is necessary to have accurate measurement 

tools and there has been a call for an in vivo assessment, especially of changes in muscles due 

to STCP (Klimstra et al., 2007; Benard et al., 2009). Clinicians are of the opinion that, for a 

clinical method of assessing trunk muscles to be widely accepted, it must be relatively 

accessible to all with regard to cost to the patient and must also be devoid of potential harm to 

the patient and occupational hazards to therapists (Ohata et al., 2008; Vasseljen et al., 2009; 

Hodges, 2011). This study therefore took the use of ultrasonography to quantify the muscle 

architectural parameters of the abdominal muscles while surface electromyography (sEMG) 

was used to verify the degree of activity in these muscles in an attempt to meet safety 

standards in research and also in clinical practice (Higgins, 2006;  Torloni et al., 2009). 

1.5 Quantification of muscle activity – EMG  

The method of choice often used for recording the onset of muscle activity is 

electromyography (EMG), either by superficial or intramuscular wire electrodes (Tsao & 

Hodges, 2007; Vasseljen et al., 2009). For the precise recordings of the onset of muscle 

activity at variable depths or muscle layers, Vasseljen and co-workers (2009) argued that 

intramuscular EMG is the better method. However, many researchers have agreed that the 

intramuscular method of assessing muscular activity is invasive and uncomfortable 

(Vasseljen et al., 2009; Hodges 2011) and some investigators have suggested that it would be 

beneficial if non-invasive and less cumbersome alternatives to intramuscular EMG were 

available (Vasseljen et al., 2006; Vasseljen et al., 2009). As mentioned above, choice of 

surface electrode electromyography (sEMG) to measure muscle activity in this study is 

informed by several reasons. The non-invasive measurement of activity of motor units with 

sEMG is now used by clinicians for both the central and peripheral nervous systems 

(Vasseljen et al., 2009, Prosser et al., 2010). When comparing sEMG with needle EMG, the 

latter is considered to be the gold standard, yet the involvement of children in this study 
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makes it imperative to avoid being invasive. A major obstacle in applying sEMG, however, is 

that it is not possible to measure the spontaneous activity of denervated muscle fibres, which 

the conventional needle EMG is capable of doing with precision (Hodges & Richardson, 

1998; Moseley & Hodges, 2005; Vasseljen et al, 2006). Despite these limitations, it has been 

used to measure timing and duration of output by the central nervous system, particularly in 

movement disorders such as dystonia and tremor (Hermens et al., 2000). A similar analysis 

using sEMG can be applied to analyse complicated movement patterns such as gait and gait 

disorders (Lauer et al., 2007b; Vasseljen et al., 2009). The combination of multiple sEMG 

derivations combined with for example an accelerometer gives a good visual representation 

of complicated movement disorders (Longmuir & Bar-Or, 2000).  

Although sEMG has been reported to be useful only on a small set of suitable muscles, the 

study of propagation and other topographical aspects of voluntarily activated motor unit 

potentials (MUPs) along an array of electrodes potentially uncovers otherwise inaccessible 

physiological information (Longmuir & Bar-Or, 2000; Lieber & Friden, 2000). Therefore the 

use of sEMG to estimate muscle activity is noted to provide unique spatial information 

besides conventional MUP variables such as amplitude (Longmuir & Bar-Or, 2000; Lieber & 

Friden, 2000). In addition, the application of sEMG in neuromuscular biology certainly 

deserves further investigation because it is both noninvasive and patient friendly and 

therefore, was the method of choice to monitor the activation patterns in this study.  

1.6 The use of ultrasonography  

An alternative method for recording the onset of muscle is ultrasound imaging, which was 

first exploited in muscle activity of the myocardium by Heimdal et al. (1998). Work by 

Kremkau (2002) on ultrasound M-mode activity, showed that the result from the use of 

ultrasonography to monitor onset of muscular activity are comparable with recordings from 

intramuscular EMG detected in the lumbar multifidi muscles.  Although the ultrasound M-

mode was said to have detected the onset of muscle activity reasonably accurately, Stoylen et 

al. (2000) argued that it was relatively difficult to separate out the activity in muscles at 

different depths. These investigators therefore suggested that this is an inadequacy on the part 

of the use of ultrasound M-mode to determine muscle activity as compared to EMG usage. 

Studies showed in their work that all inadequacies notwithstanding, ultrasound use in 

quantifying the geometrical properties and MAP’s of skeletal muscles is an acceptable 
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method, especially in children, due to its non-invasive nature (Walker et al., 2004; Klimstra 

et al., 2007; Benard et al., 2009). 

1.7 Measurement of functional abilities  

Functional abilities in children with STCP may be measured both in terms of the activities 

that the children can perform and the efficiency with which they are performed. Two simple 

outcome measures, namely gross motor function measure (GMFM) and physiological cost 

index (an indirect evaluation of oxygen consumption by functionally disabled individuals, 

PCI), are being used to relate MAP’s to function in this study (Thomas et al., 1996; Avery et 

al., 2003). 

1.8 Functional activities  

The functional abilities of children with STCP range across a wide spectrum and in order to 

establish a link between the structure and function of the abdominal muscles, a reliable and 

valid measure of functional ability needs to be identified. Although there are several 

measures of functional motor ability in children, such as “Peabody”,” Bruininks-Oseretsky” 

and the “Movement A-B-C” (Russel et al., 1989), the GMFM is the most widely used 

assessment of activity in children with CP (Russell et al., 1989). It assesses the gross ability 

of children with CP in five dimensions, i.e ‘Lie and Roll’, ‘Sit’, ‘Crawl and Kneel’, ‘Stand’ 

and ‘Walk, Run and Jump’ and consists of eighty-eight test items (Russell et al., 1989). The 

GMFM-66 is a condensed version of GMFM-88 with sixty-six test items that have been 

identified by Rasch analysis of the original GMFM-88 and arranged in order of item 

difficulty (Russell et al., 2000). The GMFM-66 gives an interval score of the overall level of 

activities, whereas the original GMFM produces a quasi-interval score (Russell et al., 2000). 

The GMFM-66 has been reported to have strong validity and reliability (Russell et al., 1989; 

Russell et al., 2000). 

1.9  Efficiency of movement: physiological cost index (PCI)  

Physiological cost index uses heart rate as an indirect measure of energy (Raja et al., 2007). 

The PCI uses heart rate as an indirect measure of energy consumption and has been 

confirmed as a reliable index of the efficiency of gait, especially in children with CP (Raja et 

al., 2007). The non-reliance on sophisticated equipment makes it a convenient measure of 
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energy consumption (Raja et al., 2007). The PCI values are calculated based on the following 

formula (Equation 1): 

PCI =
Final	Heart	Rate	(beats/min)	– 	Resting	Heart	Rate	(beats/min)

Speed	of	walking	(metres/min)
 

                                               

The rationale for the use of PCI as a measurable objective is based on the hypothesis that 

weak abdominal muscles have poor recruitment patterns which is, in turn, being tested by the 

use of sEMG. The prediction is that this poor activation pattern will transfer a ‘knock-on’ 

effect onto the bony pelvis thereby resulting in a mal-alignment / imbalance or poor posture 

based on the understanding that all four abdominal muscles have made contacts with or 

attachments to the bony pelvis (Hodges et al., 2003, 2005). As to whether this imbalance of 

the bony pelvis originating from the poor recruitment pattern of abdominal muscles will tilt 

the bony pelvis anteriorly or posteriorly is not yet clear. Assuming the hypothesis that weak 

abdominal muscles are characterized with poor recruitment patterns is true, then further 

predictions are that the resultant imbalance from the recruitment of abdominal muscles will 

translate to a transformation of the gait and cadence patterns. The negatively transformed gait 

and cadence patterns will lead to an increased demand of energy consumption during 

locomotion in order to compensate for the primary cause, which is the poor activation pattern 

of the abdominal muscles.  

A measure of the PCI value is thus being used to determine this energy expenditure. Based on 

the anatomy of the bony pelvis and studies (Burtner et al., 1998; Damiano et al., 2000; 

Woollacott et al., 2005) that relate the bony pelvis to a ‘see-saw’, it is expected that poor 

recruitment of abdominal muscles will shift the position of the moments of balance at the 

bony pelvis and thus translate to a high consumption of energy in walking. Therefore the 

development of poor MAP’s and the exhibition of high PCI score may be considered to be 

indicative of the involvement of abdominal muscles in postural imbalance and pelvic 

instability / tilt. (Thomas et al., 1996; Ohata et al., 2008). 

The instruments that were used in this study to measure MAP’s included the use of 

ultrasonography to visualise the muscles’ architecture, the use of electromyography to assess 

activation patterns in these muscles and the use of the gross motor function measure (GMFM) 

to measure function and, finally, the use of PCI to measure the efficiency of gait. 
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 1.10 Statement of problem 

The aforementioned basic morphological features of STCP and its associated complications 

underscore the fact that there is a plethora of research on STCP. However, most of this 

concerns the clinical and technical aspects, leaving a considerable gap in knowledge of basic 

muscle morphology and ultrastructural design. In addition, there are few if any papers which 

describe the characteristics of abdominal muscles in typically developing (TD) children. 

Filling this gap will assist researchers and physical therapists to understand fully and quantify 

the changes in the histo-architectural parameters of a muscle or muscle group as a common 

way of evaluating changes in muscle size in response to different types of training or 

immobilisation and / or interventions involved in spastic CP (Hodges et al., 2005; Vasseljen 

et al., 2009; Hodges, 2011).  Again, most research on STCP targets only the limb muscles 

with relatively few attempts at trunk muscles, which are important in trunk stabilisation 

(Hodges et al., 2005; Moreau et al., 2009). To date, the role of the trunk in STCP, especially 

in lower limb function, is not clearly understood. This study will focus on the role of muscle 

architectural parameters (MAP) of the antero-lateral abdominal wall and their contributions 

to function and energy expenditure in gait in children with STCP. 

There is a need for an in vivo estimation of architectural parameters and geometry of 

abdominal muscles in children (Zajac, 1989; Maganaris & Paul, 2002; Lichtwark & Wilson, 

2007; Benard et al., 2009; Unger, 2011). This may clarify some of the unanswered questions 

raised by Unger’s work in which the role of the abdominal muscles in positioning the pelvis 

and the subsequent effect on lower limb function in children with STCP was investigated 

(Unger, 2011). The following questions emerged from that study, which in principle form the 

themes for the present study: 

• How can the function of abdominal muscles in children be described and quantified in

a non-invasive manner?

• How do the abdominal muscles in children with TD compare with children with

STCP in terms of structure?

• Is there a relationship between activity in the abdominal muscles and function?

• What is the relative strength of the postural muscles and does weakness of trunk

impact on gait patterns?  (Unger, 2011).
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1.11 Aims of study  

This study explored the link between structure on ultrasound and function of the anterior 

abdominal muscles in children with spastic type of cerebral palsy using non-invasive 

techniques to estimate muscle morphology and activity. The technique of choice was 

ultrasonography, which is relatively inexpensive, fast, safe and a reliable means of 

assessment of in vivo structures. The functions of trunk muscles are expected to correlate 

with muscle structure in terms of activity and / or activation which was measured by 

electromyography. The indirect action of abdominal muscle function / activity was assessed 

through gross motor function measures (GMFM) and calculations of physiological cost 

index. The ultimate objective of this study was to determine the relationship between muscle 

architectural parameters (MAP) of abdominal muscle fibres (ultrastructure) with regard to the 

functional levels of children with spastic CP. 

1.11.1 Specific objectives  

The specific objectives of the study include the following: 

• To validate ultrasonographic measurements of abdominal muscle thickness during 

resting and contracted states in children with STCP and in children from the typically 

developing (TD) group. 

• To determine whether there is any significant difference in muscle fibre alignment / 

orientation (pennation angle) during resting and contracted states among children and 

adolescents with STCP and those from the TD group. 

• To determine which of these MAP; muscle thickness, pennation angle and fibre 

length is most predictive of muscle activity / strength. 

• To determine whether there is any significant difference in macroscopic muscle 

parameters (MAP) - muscle thickness, fibre length and pennation angle - in children 

with STCP across the different levels of CP, i.e. Gross Motor Function Classification 

Scale (GMFCS I, II, III & IV). 

• To determine whether there is any significant difference in surface EMG activity in 

the abdominal muscles during resting and contracted states of children and 

adolescents with STCP and those from the TD group. 

• To determine how MAP’s relate to function in different age groups of children with 

STCP and the different ambulatory groups (GMFCS levels I, II and III) by assessing 
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the gross motor function measure (GMFM) among the three ambulatory groups of 

STCP.                       

• To determine whether there is any significant difference in energy consumption as 

measured by means of the physiological cost index (PCI) between ambulant children 

with STCP and TD children and whether there is any correlation between the PCI and 

architectural parameters of muscles between the STCP and TD groups. 

1.11.2 Justification of study        

It is generally accepted that the role of the core muscles, and specifically the abdominal 

muscles, is central to the maintenance of posture and balance.  Weakness and poor activation 

of these muscles has been frequently reported in children with STCP. This study focused on 

the validity of muscle-thickness measurements with ultrasound imaging and other 

morphological variables of abdominal muscle, which enhanced our understanding of the 

structure and function of anterior abdominal muscles in children with STCP and TD children.  

As yet, there have been few normative studies which have described the MAP’s of TD 

children and the results of this study will provide data that can be used in future as a reference 

for comparison with children with different functional deficits. 

In addition, a greater understanding of the differences between TD children and children with 

STCP may result in more targeted and effective rehabilitation intervention.  For example, by 

analysing the relationship between structure and function, a better description of the relative 

influence of hypertonia and weakness was expected to emerge. This information might guide 

therapists in either targeting the reduction of tone and / or the strengthening of muscles as 

primary methods to improve function. This study may catalyse the process of evaluation of 

the existing rehabilitation procedures and designing of more comprehensive practices based 

on the foundation of basic knowledge in functional anatomy of muscles. 

It was envisaged that the availability of ultrasonography and electromyography could be 

employed to further elucidate the link between structure and function of abdominal muscles, 

and specifically in this study, the anterior abdominal muscles in children with STCP. If found 

to be valid and reliable outcomes in the context of abdominal muscles in children with STCP, 

these measurement techniques could be used as objective outcome measures for intervention 

studies. 
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1.11.3 Plans for the execution of the study  

Data collection fell under one of the following three broad areas: 

• Anthropometric measurements which included height, weight, BMI, sex, diagnosis, 

GMFCS level,  

• Measurements of the morphological/muscle architectural parameters (MAP) which 

included pennation angle, muscle thickness and muscle fibre length or 

• Measurement of activity which included sEMG analysis, PCI evaluation and also 

measurement of GMFM scores.  

The thesis will follow the following format: an introduction to cerebral palsy and the context 

of this study, a review of the relevant literature, the materials and methods relating to the 

research project, the data emerging from the study, a discussion of the results, and finally the 

reflections, recommendations and conclusions. 
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Chapter 2 Literature Review  

2.1 The search strategy  

The search strategies adopted for the review of this literature included searching through 

electronic databases of sites such as PubMed, CINAHL, COCHRANE, PEDro, PsychInfo, 

Science Direct, Africa Wide and Web of Science. The advanced search option was used for 

most of these databases. The key words employed in this search included such MeSH terms 

as: cerebral palsy, ultrasound, electromyography, pelvic tilt, muscle ultrastructure and gait 

together with the non-MeSH terms such as abdominal muscles, adolescents and children.  

The search strategy was extended as far back as to the 1980’s, a period from which the use of 

ultrasonography and electromyography began to gain interest amongst clinicians and 

researchers. Having covered the topics thoroughly and due to obvious time constraints, the 

search strategy was finally restricted to those articles available in the English language only. 

 The use of the Boolean logic commands, namely: AND / OR / NOT were observed to either 

include or exclude some of the terms, with alternative terms being issued at some instances. 

For example, trunk muscle was sometimes used in addition to abdominal muscles in some of 

the databases. Irrespective of the rigorous search strategy employed, many of these databases 

yielded large volumes of irrelevant data. The relevant articles obtained from the search 

strategy were analysed and reviewed in subsequent sections of this chapter.  

2.2 Brief overview of the chapter  

The topic of the research is the relationship between the structure of the abdominal muscles 

in children with spastic type cerebral palsy (STCP) and typically developing (TD) children 

and how the structure is related to the functioning of the child.  Damiano (2006) proposed 

that, in order to test muscle function, strength and posture in children and adults with STCP, a 

research paradigm has to be developed which emphasises the basic architecture and 

physiology of skeletal muscles. The abdominal muscles are of particular interest as they are 

thought to play an important role in posture and balance. 

 This chapter therefore starts with an overview of the structure of the abdominal muscles in 

typically developing individuals, the structure of the bony pelvis and its role in trunk stability, 

and a description of pelvic tilt and the internal architecture of abdominal muscles. Attention 

is then turned to cerebral palsy (CP) and the impairments and activity limitations that are 

most common. The following section explores research done on the morphological aspects of 
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skeletal muscles with regards to CP. A short appraisal of some of the important studies 

identified for this project, particularly the methodologies used and how these studies inform 

the choices of equipment and procedures used for the present study are included. The 

protocol used for searching the literature for this review is broad enough to cover any 

morphological work done on CP and skeletal muscles in any part of the body for children 

through to adults; although this study is limited to the abdominal muscles of children and 

adolescents. A broader search strategy was employed in order to give a sound understanding 

of the subject matter, namely the degree of morphological transformation seen in skeletal 

muscles as result of CP and its associated effect with activity and function. 

2.3 The anatomy and function of skeletal muscles  

The primary function of the skeletal muscle is to provide torque / force for movement and 

specifically for the maintenance of upright posture (Gans & Gaunt, 1991; Andersson & 

Mattson, 2001). The word muscle is considered to be used at three different levels in the 

human body - the tissue level, organ level and the system level (Andersson & Mattson, 2001; 

Goh et al., 2006). However, the functions of each of these levels are reported to be different 

but interrelated (Andersson & Mattson, 2001; Damiano et al., 2000). The term muscle tissue 

is therefore regarded as the active component of the muscle organ (Andersson & Mattson, 

2001; Goh et al., 2006) since the phrase muscle tissue is reported to have a direct stimulation 

from the nervous system (Ferreira et al., 2004; Urquhart & Hodges, 2005). It is from this 

consideration that the evaluation of electrical activity through the EMG test in the abdominal 

muscles is included in the present study.  

A muscle tissue is said to comprise of a group of muscle cells often called muscle fibres 

(Brooks & Faulkner, 1988; Muramatsu et al., 2002b) and these are further divided into 

myofibrils (Jones et al., 1997). The myofibrils in turn have been found to comprise of a series 

of structures called sarcomeres (Brooks & Faulkner, 1988; Jones et al., 1997). In essence, the 

sarcomere is described as the smallest functional unit of a muscle tissue (Jones et al., 1997; 

Muramatsu et al., 2002a). It is at the functional level that the protein myofilaments (actin and 

myosin) are located (Jones et al., 1997).  

It has been reported that connective tissue is an integral component of skeletal muscles at the 

organ level (Palastanga et al., 2009). The connective tissue component in a muscle, however, 

is regarded as passive because its force production does not occur as a result of nervous 

stimulation (Chapman & Madison, 1988; Deluca, 1991; Maganaris et al., 1998).  
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Although the present study is regarded as an ultrastructural investigation, the 

instrumentations used do not transcend to the cellular level. Therefore the findings obtained 

are a trajectory of that which is presumed to be the ideal situation at all levels of a muscle, 

taking into consideration the fact the functions at all levels of a muscle are well coordinated 

(Getchell et al., 2005; Rivilis et al., 2011).  

2.3.1  The properties of skeletal muscles  

Muscles in general are said to be characterised by some unique qualities (Kremkau, 2002; 

Vasseljen et al., 2006; Vasseljen et al., 2007). The aim of any therapy, palliative or 

rehabilitative, is to enhance these properties for optimum function (Richardson et al., 2002; 

Damiano et al., 2000). There has been a suggestion that a neuromuscular condition such as 

cerebral palsy is capable of altering all or some of these properties of a skeletal muscle 

(Richardson et al., 2002; Damiano et al., 2000). The following have been described as the 

properties of muscles in general: 

(1) Excitability or irritability – the ability to respond to chemical stimuli by producing 

electrical signals (action potential) 

(2) Conductivity – The ability to propagate the action potential along the plasma 

membrane 

(3) Contractility: - The ability to shorten in response to a stimulus and become able to 

generate force to do work. (Unique property - only to muscle). 

(4) Extensibility: - The ability to stretch, and 

(5) Elasticity: - The ability to regain shape (Muramatsu et al., 2002b; Moore et al., 2005). 

The properties of extensibility and elasticity have been considered as conferring mechanical 

qualities on skeletal muscles and thus allow them to be adaptable to forces that act on them 

(Fukunaga et al., 2001; Moore et al., 2005; Lichtwark et al., 2007). Frequently the 

administration of a rehabilitation programme and / or chemotherapy, directly or indirectly 

improves the contractile, extensible and elastic properties of muscles (Muramatsu et al., 

2002). 
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It is anticipated that this study would evaluate the extent of transformation of these properties 

in abdominal muscles in children with STCP when compared with individuals from the TD 

group. 

2.3.2 Skeletal muscles and force production 

There are numerous factors that have been reported to affect the force output of a muscle. 

These are generally grouped into three categories, namely (i) physiological, (ii) neural, and 

(iii) biomechanical (Panjabi et al., 1989; Muramatsu et al., 2002b; Legerlotz et al., 2010).

The physiological factors which include (a) the physiological cross-sectional area (PCSA), 

representing the number of force-generating units or myofibrils that are lying parallel in a 

muscle (discussed below) and (b) the muscle fibre types (Moore et al., 2005; Legerlotz et al., 

2010). Due to logistic and ethical concerns in the current study, the physiological factors did 

not form part of the measurable objectives. Additionally, with regard to PCSA, a number of 

research projects centred on limb muscles in individuals with STCP have already been 

completed, and hence the current study focused on the understanding of the neural and 

biomechanical factors of the abdominal muscles.  

Neural factors include (i) muscle fibre activation. The general consideration is that the more 

fibres that are activated, the greater the maximal force that the muscle can produce by a 

muscle (Bergmark, 1989; Richardson et al., 2002) and (ii) the rate of activation of the motor 

units (Rose & McGill, 2005). With this, it has been noted that as the frequency increases so 

does the force of activation (Bergmark, 1989; Richardson et al., 2002). It is based on the 

consideration of the neural factor in the production of force of a muscle that has informed the 

inclusion of the investigation of the EMG activity in this study.  

The third general factor considered to influence the production of force of a muscle is 

biomechanical which is related to the structure and function of skeletal muscle (Hodges et al., 

2003; Aggeloussis et al., 2010). This is the main target of the study. Information on the 

architecture is reported to be essential for the study of function since muscle architectural 

parameters (MAP) have significant effects on the force-generating capacity of a muscle 

(Narici, 1996). The architectural parameters of a muscle can also be used to set up the neuro-

musculoskeletal models for the investigation of human movement (Lictwark et al., 2007). 

The principal theme of this study is the biomechanical factors affecting force production of 

the abdominal muscles.   
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Muscle architecture primarily refers to the arrangement of muscle fibres in muscle tissue / 

organ and overall muscle thickness (Abe et al., 1999; Narici, 1999; Lieber & Friden, 2000; 

Muramatsu et al., 2002). Using this view, muscles may be  grouped  into two basic types: 

pennate and non-pennate muscles (Lieber & Friden, 2000). A non-pennate muscle is 

described as one in which the muscle fibres run parallel to the line of pull of the muscle, such 

that the fibre is in the direction of the overall muscle vector (Lieber & Friden, 2000; 

Aggeloussis et al., 2010). 

On the other hand, a muscle with pennate arrangements is regarded as one in which the 

muscle fibres run diagonally with respect to the line of pull of the muscle (Abe et al., 1998; 

Naciri, 1999; Lieber & Friden, 2000). The angle formed between the line of pull and the 

alignment of the muscle fibres is referred to as the pennation angle (Fukunaga et al., 1997; 

Lieber & Friden, 2000; Binzoni et al., 2001). The advantage of the pennate arrangement has 

been reported to be an increased force output as a result of the increased amount of 

contractile material per unit volume (Binzoni et al., 2001; Shortland et al., 2002). Although 

more force is reported to be produced by a pennate muscle, not all the force is transmitted to 

the tendon (Hodges & Richardson, 1995a; Binzoni et al., 2001; Infantolino & Challis, 2010). 

The amount of force transmitted decreases with increases in the angle of pennation (Hodges 

& Richardson, 1995a; Binzoni et al., 2001; Infantolino & Challis, 2010). In a non-pennate 

muscle there is a greater range of movement than pennate muscles on contraction (Binzoni et 

al., 2001).   

Studies have shown that the two structural components of a skeletal muscle namely the 

muscle and connective tissues influenced the force-length component of the biomechanical 

means of the generation of a muscle force (Maganaris & Baltzopoulos, 1998; Klimstra et al., 

2007). Muscle fibres are reported to produce their greatest force at a length slightly greater 

than their resting length (80 – 120%) (Binzoni et al., 2001).  

As a muscle fibre is shortened to a length that is less than this, force output is noted to 

decrease considerably due to overlap of the myosin and actin filaments (Maganaris & 

Baltzopoulos, 1998; Binzoni et al., 2001). This overlap may then result in an increase in 

muscle thickness. 
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2.3.3 The influence of MAP’s on muscle strength  

According to Kawakami et al. (1995) muscle power is different from muscle strength. 

Muscle strength is described as the amount of force that the muscle can produce and is often 

referred to as muscle force while muscle power denotes the maximum force per unit time that 

a muscle is capable of generating, with muscle velocity being commonly used to relate to 

muscle power (Kawakami et al., 1995; Fukunaga et al., 1997; Wakahara et al., 2012).  The 

production of muscle force or muscle strength is also linked to other factors such as muscle 

fibre composition, neural activation (Brainerd et al., 2005, Fukunaga et al., 2006) and the 

pennation of the muscle fibres, as discussed above. However, muscle thickness has been the 

most frequently considered component of the MAP’s as having the strongest influence on 

muscle strength (Kawakami et al., 1995; Lieber & Friden, 2000; Shortland et al., 2002, 2006, 

Ohata et al., 2008 & Wakahara et al., 2012).  

Several researchers into muscle ultrastructure indicate that, for a given anatomical cross-

sectional area and volume of a muscle, an increased pennation angle leads to a reduced 

muscle fibre length, allowing more contractile material to be placed in parallel, thereby 

increasing the maximum force that a muscle is capable of generating (Yue et al., 1994; 

Wakahara et al., 2010). According to Maganaris et al. (1998) the maximum force produced at 

a given muscle fibre length in the direction of the fibres in a pennate muscle is higher than the 

maximum force produced in the direction of the fibres of a parallel muscle of the same 

anatomical cross-sectional area and volume. With regard to MAP, the pennation angle is said 

to change inversely as a function of muscle fibre length and proportionally as a function of 

the isometric force generated by the muscle so that the fibre volume, represented also by 

muscle thickness, is kept constant at different lengths and contracted stages (Yue et al., 1994; 

Narici et al., 1996; Maganaris et al., 1998; Wakahara et al., 2010).  Moreau et al. (2010) 

similarly noted that the angle of pennation of a muscle is inversely related to the force and 

shortening velocity, such that the greater the pennation angle, the lesser the force that is 

transmitted to the tendon and consequently the lesser the shortening velocity. This is, 

however, in contrast to the a study by Kawakami et al. (1993) in which they noted that the 

effect on force production by a muscle is usually offset by the fact that a larger pennation 

angle allows more contractile material to be attached within a given volume. 

Reports by Moreau et al. (2010) indicated that, the number of sarcomeres of a muscle 

reflected by its size or thickness is directly proportional to the amount of force that the 
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muscle can produce. These workers further showed that, the number of sarcomeres in series 

is reflected by the length of the muscle fibres and this in turn is directly related to the 

maximum shortening velocity and the range of movement of the muscle (Moreau et al., 

2010). 

2.4 Overview of the anatomy of the abdominal muscles in a typically developing 

individual  

Although the abdominal muscles constitute the musculature of the anterior, lateral and 

posterior abdominal walls, in the context of this study, use of the term refers to the four pairs  

of muscles forming the anterior abdominal wall (Fig 1), namely the rectus abdominis (RA), 

external obliquus abdominis or simply as external oblique (EO), internal obliquus abdominis 

or internal oblique (IO) and transversus abdominis (TrA). The structure is discussed here and 

the functioning in the subsequent section. 

 

Figure 1: Diagram showing muscles of the anterior anterolateral abdominal wall 

Source: http://www.yorku.ca/earmstro/images 
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2.4.1 Rectus abdominis muscle (RA) 

Rectus abdominis (RA) is broad, strap-like (see Figure 1 above) and separated from its fellow 

from the opposite side by the linea alba – a dense sheet of connective tissue (Tobias et al., 

1988; Hodges, 1999; Standring et al., 2005). Theoretically therefore, RA is made up of 

parallel muscle fascicles which may allow the production of only small forces yet enable a 

wide range of movements (Hodges et al., 2003; Moses et al., 2005). The inferior attachments 

of RA is on the upper edge of the pubic symphysis and the pubic crest accounting for its 

probable engagement in anterior pelvic tilt in the case of individuals diagnosed with STCP 

(McGill, 1996; Hodges, 1999; Moses et al., 2005; Ohata et al., 2008). Superiorly, RA is 

attached anteriorly on the xiphoid process and the cartilages of ribs numbers seven, six and 

five (Snijders et al., 1995; Cresswell et al., 2002; Standring et al., 2005; Ohata et al., 2008). 

The main action of RA is to flex the vertebral column and assist in all expulsive acts by 

compressing the abdominal viscera (Snijders et al., 1995; Hodges, 1999; Cresswell et al., 

2002; Standring et al., 2005; Ohata et al., 2008). Both rectus abdominis muscles are thought 

to cause anterior tilting of the pelvis upwards when the thorax is fixed (Campbell, 1991; 

Hodges, 1999).  

The pyramidalis muscle is reported to be a small, triangular muscle that lies anterior to the 

lower part of the RA within the rectus sheath in some individuals (Standring et al., 2005). 

However, in this study the pyramidalis muscle has been excluded because it is inconstant and 

also owing to the fact that the physiological significance of the contribution of this muscle to 

the anterior abdominal wall remains doubtful (Moses et al., 2005; Standring et al., 2005).     

2.4.2 External Oblique (EO) muscle of the anterior abdominal wall 

The external oblique (EO) muscle lies on the anterolateral side of the torso (Figure 2) with a 

flat, fleshy belly laterally and becomes aponeurotic as it approaches the RA on the medial 

side (DeTroyer et al., 1990; Campbell, 1991; Standring et al., 2005). The fibres of EO run 

inferiorly and anteriorly (shown by arrows in Figure 3) with its superior attachments 

terminating as digitations on the lower eight ribs, about a handbreadth from the edge of the 

sternum and costal margins (Campbell, 1991; Hodges, 1999; Cresswell et al., 2002; 

Standring et al., 2005; Ohata et al., 2008). Inferiorly, the posterior fibres of EO run almost 

vertically to attach to the outer lip of the anterior half of the iliac crest. The remaining fibres 

are directed inferiorly and anteriorly (Figure 3) with the most inferior portion folding back on 

itself to form the inguinal ligament, which runs between the anterior superior iliac spine and 
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the pubic tubercle (Campbell, 1991; Hodges, 1999; Standring et al., 2005).  Anteriorly, the 

aponeurosis of EO inserts onto the linea alba and posteriorly the EO does not make any 

contact with the vertebral column (Campbell, 1991; Hodges, 1999; Standring et al., 2005; 

Ohata et al., 2008). 

 

Figure 2: Diagrams showing the orientation of the external oblique fibres (arrows) and 

attachment to the bony pelvis (right) 

Adapted from: http://www.yorku.ca/earmstro/images 

 

Functionally, EO is noted to be involved in the compression of abdominal viscera and thus 

helps in expulsive acts when the thorax and pelvis are fixed (Williams et al., 1989; Hodges, 

1999). Secondly, with the pelvis and vertebral column fixed, EO is said to draw the thorax 

downwards and as such aids in forced expiration (Hodges, 1999; Standring et al., 2005; 

Ohata et al., 2008). Unilateral contraction of EO while the pelvis alone is fixed, flexes the 

trunk laterally and rotates it to the opposite side, while both muscles flex the trunk (Snijders 

et al., 1995; McGill, 1996; Hodges, 1999; Standring et al., 2005; Ohata et al., 2008). Both 

muscles, have been reported to cause the front of the pelvis to tilt anteriorly and flex the trunk 

when the thorax alone is fixed (Snijders et al., 1995; McGill, 1996; Hodges, 1999; Ohata et 

al., 2008). 
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2.4.3 Internal Oblique (IO) muscle of the anterior abdominal wall  

 

 

 

Figure 3: Diagram of the internal oblique muscle showing the orientation and 

attachment of fibres 

Source: http://www.teachpe.com/images/muscles./google.co.za/images 

 

The fibres of IO run superiorly and anteriorly (Figure 3) at right angles deep to those of the 

EO (Hodges, 1999; Standring et al., 2005). Postero-inferiorly it has some of its fibres 

attaching to the thoracolumbar fascia (Figure 4 - right), through which it gains attachment to 

the lumbar and thoracic parts of the vertebral column (Snijders et al., 1995; McGill, 1996; 

Hodges, 1999; Standring et al., 200; Ohata et al., 2008). The remaining fibres attach to the 

intermediate lip of a large part of the anterior half of the iliac crest and the lateral half of the 

inguinal ligament (McGill, 1996; Hodges, 1999; Ohata et al., 2008), even though Acland 
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(2008), demonstrated that this attachment does not exist.  The superior fibres attach anteriorly 

and posteriorly to the lower three or four costal cartilages (Figure 4), while the intermediate 

fibres run superiorly and anteriorly, become aponeurotic and insert on the linea alba (McGill, 

1996; Hodges, 1999; Ohata et al., 2008). The anterior or inguinal fibres arch medially and 

inferiorly, become aponeurotic, and unite with the corresponding fibres of the transversus 

abdominis (TrA) to form the conjoint tendon, which continues on to attach to the medial part 

of the pectin pubis, anterior edge of pubic crest and linea alba (Snijders et al., 1995; McGill, 

1996; Hodges, 1999; Standring et al., 2005; Ohata et al., 2008). The functions of IO are 

similar to those of EO except that upon fixing the bony pelvis IO flexes the trunk and rotates 

it to the same side (Hodges, 1999; Ohata et al., 2008).  

2.4.4 Transversus abdominis muscle (TrA) 

Fibres of TrA run transversely in an anterior direction deep to IO and become aponeurotic 

along a curved line which is concave anteriorly (Figure 5) such that its aponeurotic part is 

widest opposite the umbilicus (Campbell, 1991; Hodges, 1999; Ohata et al., 2008). 

Posteriorly, TrA gains attachment to the lumbar vertebra through the thoracolumbar fascia 

(Snijders et al., 1995; McGill, 1996; Hodges, 1999; Ohata et al., 2008). Some of its posterior 

fibres arise from the internal surfaces of the lower six costal cartilages and interdigitating 

with the diaphragm, while yet others arise from the anterior half of the iliac crest (Figure 5) 

and the lateral third of the deep surface of the inguinal ligament (Snijders et al., 1995; 

McGill, 1996; Hodges, 1999; Ohata et al., 2008). Anteriorly, most of its aponeurotic fibres 

insert onto the linea alba medially while the inferior or inguinal fibres become aponeurotic, 

fusing with corresponding fibres of IO to form the conjoint tendon (McGill, 1996; Hodges, 

1999; Ohata et al., 2008). The main action of TrA is in compression of abdominal viscera and 

also in the stabilisation of the lower trunk (Hodges, 1999; Standring et al., 2005; Ohata et al., 

2008). 
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Figure 4: Diagram showing the orientation and attachments of the transversus 

abdominis muscle. NB: The EO and IO muscles have been reflected 

Source: http://www.teachpe.com/images 

                                                

All four abdominal muscles play a role in enclosing and protecting the organs housed in the 

abdominal cavity and false pelvis (Standring et al., 2005). In addition, they alter intra-

abdominal pressure and can be used for forced expiration (Moses et al., 2005; Standring et 

al., 2005). 

The function of the RA is described as flexion of the vertebral column based on the direction 

in which the muscle bellies run (Moses et al., 2005; Standring et al., 2005). The actions of the 

EO and IO have often been associated with rotation of the trunk in forced inspiration based 

on the orientation of these muscles (Moses et al., 2005; Standring et al., 2005) whereas the 

TrA has been reported to be involved in the compression of abdominal viscera (Moses et al., 

2005; Standring et al., 2005).  

It has been noted that the biomechanical effects of these abdominal muscles when in 

concentric action produce moments at the bony pelvis (Cholewicki et al., 2000; Richardson et 

al., 2000). According to Tobias et al. (1988) the physiological and biomechanical forces 

being directed to the bony pelvis are capable of shifting the equilibrium position of the trunk 

either anteriorly or posteriorly. Recent evidence has shown that investigators and physical 

therapists have implicated all the four abdominal muscles in the maintenance of posture and 

balance to the trunk (Hodges & Richardson, 1999; Hodges, 1999; Cholewicki et al., 2000). 
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Voluntary head and neck movements as well as movements in the limb musculature have 

been reported to have sequential contractions on the abdominal muscles which, in turn 

produce rotatory forces at the pelvis (Richardson et al., 2002; Teyhen et al., 2008; Clark et 

al., 2011). Prior to the recent involvement of all the four abdominal muscles in the 

maintenance of posture and stability of the trunk, knowledge in this regard has been limited 

to the TrA based on the interdigitation of its fibres with the thoracolumbar fascia (Moses et 

al., 2005; Standring et al., 2005).    

The abdominal muscles are generally considered to be weaker in children in whom the fleshy 

belly to aponeurotic ratio is reportedly smaller than in adults (Moses et al., 2005; Standring et 

al., 2005; Teyhen et al., 2008).  The exaggerated pelvic tilt in infants has generally been 

associated with the under-development of abdominal muscles (Viaz et al., 2002; Khamis & 

Yizhar, 2007) as this tilt is reported to disappear during late childhood to adult life in TD 

individuals (Viaz et al., 2002; Khamis & Yizhar, 2007). 

In general, the various muscles of the anterior abdominal wall receive both motor and sensory 

innervation from the ventral rami of the seventh to twelfth thoracic (intercostal nerves, T7 – 

T12) together with the ventral ramus of the first lumbar (L1) nerve (Standring et al., 2005). It 

is therefore generally assumed that abuses to the developing brain, which adversely affect the 

cortical regions receiving input and output from the T7 to L1 segments of the spinal cord, 

could potentially alter the structure and function of the musculature of the anterior abdominal 

wall (Standring et al., 2005). Variations in the structure and function of the various 

abdominals muscle have also been documented (Moore et al., 2005; Acland, 2008).    

There has been reports of individuals with STCP who are unable to maintain a sitting posture, 

and also with whom ambulation becomes a near impossible status, and found to have weak 

abdominal muscles (Hodges & Richardson, 1999; Ohata et al., 2008). Some of these 

observations coupled with this this brief anatomical description of the abdominal musculature 

shows that there is a connection between the anterior portion of the trunk and the bony pelvis. 

Whether these linkages by way of weak ligaments and poorly defined muscle-to-bone 

aponeurotic attachments are capable of transforming the posture of an individual with 

alterations in the central nervous system with the resultant show of poor posture / pelvic 

imbalance has not yet been documented. However, the available evidence with respect to 

anterior pelvic tilt, which is usually associated with individuals with spastic type cerebral 

palsy, indicates that this tilt arises as a result of biomechanical alterations occurring between 
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the skeletal muscles and bony components. To date the methods and clinical practices that 

underline the rehabilitation and restoration of normal posture following an anterior pelvic tilt, 

only appear to be anecdotal and therefore require scientific investigations. 

2.5 Anatomy of the bony pelvis  

The bony pelvis or pelvic girdle consists of three different bones (Figure 5): the sacrum in the 

midline posteriorly and one hip bone on either side (Cholewicki et al., 2000; Standring et al., 

2005). In the anatomical position, the entire bony pelvis is orientated so that the anterior 

superior iliac spines and the pubic tubercle form a vertical plane (Cholewicki et al., 2000; 

Standring et al., 2005). This arrangement enables the acetabulum to face laterally and 

inferiorly (Figures 6, 7 and 8), allowing the head of the femur a wide range of movements 

when fitting into the ball-and-socket joint (Bergmark, 1989; Hodges & Richardson, 1999; 

Cholewicki et al., 2000). The sacrum is an integral part of the pelvic girdle (Figure 6) and 

plays an important role in the functioning of the lower limb (Bergmark, 1989; Hodges & 

Richardson, 1998). Through the sacrum, the lower limbs are firmly fixed onto the axial 

skeleton, allowing rotation of the femur (and lower limb) on the bony pelvis more easily than 

would have been possible on an unstable pelvis (Damiano et al., 1995a; Hodges & 

Richardson, 1996; Cholewicki et al., 2001). Each hip bone has three major regions: the ilium, 

ischium and pubis (Bergmark, 1989; Moses, 2005; Standring et al., 2005) (Figures 6, 7 and 

8). The ilium is the superior part which gives attachment to the many abdominal and lower 

limb muscles (Tobias et al., 1988; Damiano et al., 1995a; Standring et al., 2005). 

The ischium is the posterior segment of the hip bone with its prominent ischial tuberosity to 

which the hamstring muscles are attached (Figure 5) (Tobias et al., 1988; Damiano et al., 

1995a; Standring et al., 2005). 
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Figure 5: Diagram of the bony pelvis and its relationship with the hip joint. Adapted 

from: http://www.urogynecoly.co.il/im 
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Figure 6: Lateral view of the right hip bone showing the ischial tuberosity 

Adapted from http://fascstaff.gpc.edu/-jaliff/appendsk.htm 31 / 05 / 2013 

              

The pubis is the antero-inferior segment of the bony pelvis (Figure 6) with superior and 

inferior pubic rami, uniting at the midline to form the pubic symphysis (Tobias et al., 1988;  

Through the pubic bone, all of the anterior abdominal muscles have their inferior attachments 

onto the bony pelvis and thus give a theoretical capability of mal-alignment in the event of 

any pathophysiology in either the anterior abdominal muscles or bony pelvis (Hodges & 

Richardson, 1996; 1999; Cholewicki et al., 2000).  
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2.6 Role of the abdominal muscles in maintaining trunk stability 

Trunk stability is defined in this context as the ability to maintain equilibrium despite the 

presence of kinematic or control disturbances (Cholewicki et al., 2000). It implies the ability 

to activate patterns of muscle co-ordination and posture to maintain balance, i.e. to keep the 

centre of gravity within the base of support (Hodges, 1999; McGill, 2002). Brogren et al. 

(1996) stated that, in reality anatomical or geometric anomalies are shown to be indicative of 

the potential for instability, with stability itself being an instantaneous phenomenon. Reports 

state that the trunk muscles mainly function to create torques which support postures and 

facilitate movements that ensure stability of the trunk and spine (McGill, 2002) and that 

stiffness is an important contributor to spinal stability and the maintenance of posture and 

balance (Cholewicki et al., 2000). 

Muscle stiffness increases with activation as a result of an increase in the number of activated 

cross-bridges (Stoylen et al., 2000). Muscle activation has been shown to increase joint 

stiffness in the trunk (Vasseljen et al., 2006) and it has been reported that with co-contraction, 

the activity of the agonist and antagonist muscles increases, thereby causing increased joint 

stiffness (Brogren et al., 1996; Stoylen et al., 2000).  

Bergmark (1989) proposed that the muscles controlling the trunk could be classified into 

groups. The first group includes muscles attached directly to the lumbar vertebrae that can 

provide spine segmental stability (Bergmark, 1989; Panjabi et al., 1992a; 1992b ). The 

lumbar multifidus, transverse abdominal and internal abdominal oblique muscles are part of 

this group. These are also known as “local muscles” (Richardson et al., 2000). The second 

group consists of large torque producing muscles with no segmental attachment to the lumbar 

spine (Bergmark, 1989; Panjabi et al., 1992a; 1992b) and these are multi-segmental or 

“global muscles” (Richardson et al., 2000). These muscles include: the rectus abdominis, 

external abdominal oblique and thoracic erector spinae. The intersegmental muscles have 

been reported to function primarily as stabilisers while the multi-segmented ones function as 

moment producers (Bergmark, 1989; Panjabi et al., 1992a; 1992b ).  

Although this distinction is well documented, there is still a debate among physical therapists 

over which muscle groups are important stabilisers of the trunk and how best to train the 

neuromuscular control system to ensure sufficient stability. However, an in vivo study by 

Cholewicki et al. (2000) showed that muscles that are antagonistic to the dominant moment 

of a particular task are the most effective at increasing stability. This observation therefore 
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suggests that the direction-dependent co-contraction pattern of the multi-segmented muscles 

to which the abdominal muscles belong may be useful trunk stabilisers and therefore worth 

investigating. This implies that abdominal musculature is heavily involved in controlling the 

trunk (Vasseljen et al., 2009). 

2.7 Role of abdominal muscles in maintaining pelvic stability  

2.7.1 Lumbo-pelvic stability  

As the trunk and upper body are balanced on the pelvis, the position of the pelvis may be key 

to posture and balance. There are a few researchers that have postulated that pelvic 

orientation is an important factor in the position of the lumbar spine (Richardson et al., 2002; 

Damiano et al., 2000). It has been shown that when the pelvis rotates or rocks posteriorly the 

lumbar spine loses the lordotic curve or may even become kyphotic (Richardson et al., 2000; 

Damiano et al., 2000). The greater instability of the pelvis during sitting compared with 

standing, led some researchers to suggest that, in the treatment of pelvic instability, the 

correct positioning of the ‘pelvic belt’ must possibly relate to the angle of pelvic rotation 

while standing (Panjabi et al., 1992a; Hodges, 1999).  It has also been proposed that relaxed 

postures rely on the passive lumbopelvic structures for the maintenance of an upright position 

against gravity with a diminished requirement of muscle activity. The continuous adoption of 

a relaxed posture is associated with motor dysfunction of spine-stabilising muscles such as 

the deep abdominal musculature (Snijders et al., 1995).  The transverse abdominal and 

internal oblique muscles have been reported to have a unique role in enhancing lumbo-pelvic 

stability, an action both muscles are able to perform via the thoracolumbar fascia (Hodges, 

1999; Muramatsu et al., 2002. Additionally, the antero-inferior portions of the internal 

oblique and transversus abdominis muscles are capable of generating compression and hence 

increasing the stability of the sacroiliac joints (Snijders et al., 1995; Richardson et al., 2002). 

Legerlotz and co-workers (2010) proposed that the pelvis shifts anteriorly to the thorax when 

an individual moves from erect to sway standing, and the centre of gravity comes to lie 

posterior to the bodies of the lumbar vertebra. The result of this is extension of the lower 

lumbar spine and lumbosacral junction (Panjabi et al., 1992b; Legerlotz et al., 2010). Work 

by Barrett & Lichtwark (2010) indicated that maintenance of an upright position during sway 

standing is achieved mainly through activation of the anterior abdominal musculature.  
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2.7.2 Maintenance of the optimal pelvic tilt  

With regard to trunk stability, the bony pelvis is likened to a see-saw positioned on the 

femurs (Damiano et al., 1994; Burtner et al., 1998; Woollacott et al., 2005) and the muscles 

that attach to the bony pelvis have the ability to draw it anteriorly or posteriorly, influencing 

its rotation (Burtner et al., 1998; Hodges, 1999).  

 

Figure 7: Pelvic tilt, lumabar lordosis and appearance of abdominal muscles in adults 

Source: http://www.i.imgur.com/mtFaW.jpg 

 

An anterior pelvic tilt is said to occur when the surrounding muscles (Figures 7 and 8) allow 

the pelvis to rotate forward (DeTroyer et al., 1990; Burtner et al., 1998; Hodges, 1999; 

Damiano et al., 2000). This may be observed when the anterior superior iliac spine of the 

bony pelvis is tipped anteriorly over the pubic bone in the coronal plane thereby creating a 

hyperlordosis (Hodges, 1999; Cholewicki et al., 2000 –figure 8). The stability of the trunk 

and consequently the gait of an individual are affected when anterior pelvic tilt sets in as this 

accentuates the lumbar lordosis, moving the sacrum and coccyx markedly superiorly and 

posteriorly (Hodges, 1999; Cholewicki et al., 2000; Vasseljen et al., 2009). 
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Figure 8: Diagram showing the positions of the bony pelvis 

Source: http://www.floota.com/imag 

 

From the anatomical and structural point of view, the pathophysiology of anterior pelvic tilt 

could be as a result of disturbances to any of the four main muscle groups which contribute to 

rotation and to a lesser extent the stability of the pelvis, Figures 8 and 9 (Cholewicki et al., 

2000; Vasseljen et al., 2009). These muscle groups include the abdominal and gluteal 

muscles, the hamstrings, and the hip flexors, Figures 8 and 9 (Tobias et al., 1988; Cholewicki 

et al., 2000; Vasseljen et al., 2009). Weak gluteal muscles may allow the pelvis to rotate 

forward in the anatomical position (Damiano, 1993; Hodges & Richardson, 1999). The 

hamstrings are effective in stabilizing the pelvis posteriorly, therefore although not a probable 

primary cause of anterior pelvic tilt, weak and lengthened hamstrings can be a predisposing 

factor to an anterior pelvic tilt, especially when coupled with weak, inactive gluteal muscles 

(Hodges, 1999; Damiano et al., 2000; Vasseljen et al., 2009). In addition, a tight lumbar 

erector spinae muscle group may play a role in anterior pelvic tilt as these muscles may 

produce an increased lumbar lordosis, which then increases the anterior force of rotation on 

the sacrum and therefore the pelvis (Hodges & Richardson, 1996; Hodges, 1999; Damiano et 

al., 2000; Vasseljen et al., 2009). 
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Figure 9: Diagram showing most probable factors in anterior pelvic tilt (red arrow) 

Adapted from: http://www.floota.com/imag 

 

It has been reported that placing the thighs in a fixed position will allow the iliopsoas muscle 

to act as the principal flexor of the trunk and hip joints, and will also oppose the extension of 

the hip by the gluteal muscles (Hodges, 1999). 

2.7.3 Influence of pelvic position on gait  

In this context, the gait cycle which is defined as alternating movements of the two lower 

limbs resulting in forward thrust of the body is also easily compromised in bipedalism 

(Cresswell et al., 1992; Hodges & Richardson, 1999). According to Hodges (1999), this 

phenomenon of compromising the gait cycle in bipedalism could be by virtue of the 

attachment of the lower limb to the bony pelvis which is relatively unstable compared to 

quadrupeds. The process of evolution of mammals to bipedalism is noted to have impacted 

on three unique functions of the lower limb, namely the ability to bear body weight, provision 

of a means of locomotion and maintenance of equilibrium or stability of the trunk (Cresswell 

et al., 1992; Hodges & Richardson, 1996; 1999). The lower limb is said to be adapted more 

for stability than for range of motion therefore, a condition such as anterior pelvic tilt, is 
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thought to affect the functioning of the lower limb and thus impacts negatively on the trunk 

muscles (Burtner et al., 1998; Hodges & Richardson, 1999; Damiano et al., 2000).  

A qualitative measure of gait cycle in bipedalism, may give an indirect evaluation of the 

cause of pelvic tilt (Damiano et al., 2000). In bipedalism where the range of movement of the 

lower limb is determined by nature of the articulation of the femur with the bony pelvis, (i.e. 

the hip joint) an analysis of causes of anterior pelvic tilt should of necessity encompass the 

gait cycle and functions of the lower limb (Cresswell et al., 1992; Hodges & Richardson, 

1999; Burtner et al., 1998; Damiano et al., 2000). This is particularly important as movement 

of the lower limb at the hip joint usually involves the weight bearing bony pelvis moving on 

the femur and / or the non-weight bearing femur moving on the pelvis, Figure 9  (Burtner et 

al., 1998; Damiano et al., 2000). This mechanism of movements of the skeletal components 

of the bony pelvis, hip and lower limb is therefore considered to have a transforming effect 

on the attached muscles.  As a result of dynamic interplay between articular parts and 

muscles, a disturbance in either of these movements is capable of bringing a reciprocal 

inhibition in action in any of the muscle groups attached to the bony pelvis and consequently 

tilting the bony pelvis (Damiano et al., 2000; Gage, 2004). 

 

Figure 10: Diagram showing the bony pelvis and the attachments of other muscles with 

regard to anterior pelvic tilt 

Adapted from:  http: // www.musicstrong.com/anterior-pelvic-t 

                                     



35 

A transformation of the gross structure of the bony arrangement of the pelvis is perceived to 

have resultant changes on the ultrastructure of muscle groups attached to it (Shortland et al., 

2002). Ohata and co-workers (2008) noted that, regardless of which particular group of 

muscles is involved in anterior pelvic tilt, it is worthwhile exploring all parameters of a 

skeletal muscle responsible for full range of activity in order to understand the 

pathophysiology of one group or the other. This study seeks, among other objectives, to 

determine whether there are differences in trunk muscle activation between the STCP and TD 

groups and whether children with STCP and a reported anterior pelvic tilt are predisposed to 

poor activation patterns with respect to EMG analysis. 

2.8 Conclusion regarding the role of the abdominal muscles 

It can be seen from the above, that the muscles of the anterior abdominal wall are complex 

and that they play a vital role in the maintenance of the upright posture. The individual 

muscles of the abdominal wall have different functions with regard to supporting an upright 

posture, highlighting the fact that these muscles do not act as a homogenous group 

(Bergmark, 1989; Richardson et al., 2002; Gage, 2004). This is done through increasing the 

stiffness of the trunk through muscle activation and by maintaining the correct degree of 

pelvic tilt to allow optimal posture. The pelvic position is related to the ability to ambulate 

effectively and poor function of the pelvis by the abdominal muscles, amongst others, may 

well impact on gait efficiency (Deluca, 1991; Gage, 2004; Hodges et al., 2005).  

These muscles seem to be particularly susceptible to malfunction in different conditions such 

as low back pain in adults and cerebral palsy in children. (Hodges et al., 2006; Vasseljen et 

al., 2009). 

2.9 Cerebral palsy (CP) in relation to structural and functional body parts 

CP is defined as a non-progressive lesion in the developing brain which typically affects a 

child’s movement and postural tone (Palisano et al., 2000; Bax et al., 2005; Rosebaum et al., 

2007). Therefore, CP may be regarded as a central nervous system condition with a motor 

impairment component affecting skeletal muscles (Morrel et al., 2002). In 2001, the World 

Health Organisation developed the International Classification of Functioning Disability and 

Health (the ICF) in which disability was reconceptualised as arising out of the  interaction 

between impairments of body structure and function,  functional impacts which refer to 

activity limitation and / or social impacts which are linked to participation restrictions within 
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a contextual background (WHO, ICF, 2001). Impairments are defined as deficits within the 

structure or function of the body parts and include damage to a muscle (impairment of 

structure) or muscle weakness (impairment of function). In contrast, functional limitations 

refer to the inability to perform tasks such as walking or dressing oneself. Participation 

restrictions refer to an inability to play a social role.  This framework has been used to discuss 

the disability associated with CP, both within the literature (Palisano et al., 2000) and in this 

thesis.  

2.9.1 Classification of CP  

CP can be classified according to type, distribution and functional ability (Gorter et al., 

2004). Researchers have documented three main types of CP with the spastic type (STCP) 

being the most common. This is characterised by hypertonia, hyperreflexia and constantly 

contracted tight muscles with stiff and difficult movements (Morrel et al., 2002; Bax et al., 

2005; Rosebaum et al., 2007). Consequently the acronym STCP will be used from this stage 

of the dissertation onward, to represent the very subtype that is being investigated in the 

present study. From the morphological perspective STCP may be regarded as an upper motor 

neurone lesion with severe consequences on various skeletal muscles, including the trunk 

muscles.  

The other two types of CP, which are outside the scope of this study, are the athetoid type 

that is characterised by involuntary and uncontrollable movements and the ataxic type, 

characterised by a disturbed sense of balance and depth of perception (Chapman & Madison, 

1988; Deluca, 1991; Deluca, 1996; Couper, 2002; Gage, 2004).   

With regard to distribution, children can either present with the involvement of one limb 

(monoplegia), primarily the limbs and trunk on one side of the body (hemiplegia), 

involvement of primarily the lower limbs (diplegia) or all four limbs (quadriplegia) (Morrel 

et al., 2002; Bax et al., 2005).  

The gross motor function classification system (GMFCS) Levels (Stanley 1989; Palisano et 

al., 2000; Bax et al., 2005) serves to categorise the functional ability of children according to 

their ability to ambulate and has been found to have concurrent and predictive validity. 

According to Palisano et al. (2000) the grouping of individuals with STCP was based on self-

initiated movements with particular emphasis on the control of the trunk. The primary 

criterion for the definition of the five levels of the disability classification system was based 
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on the distinctions between levels of motor functions (Palisano et al., 2000; Rosenbaum et 

al., 2007). Other factors considered in this classification were based on the need for assistive 

devices and the degeree of quality of movement by individuals with STCP (Palisano et al., 

2000). With this system of classification, Level I has been documented to include children 

with neuromotor impairments whose functional limitations are less than what is typically 

associated with cerebral palsy and diagnosed with minimal severity, while Level V includes 

individuals most severely affected with cerebral palsy (Palisano et al., 2000). Refer to 

Appendix B 2 for the interpretation of the five GMFCS classification Levels. 

2.9.2 Impairments 

Children with CP are reported to have various impairments that interfere with their activity 

and participation (Palisano et al., 2000; Ohata et al., 2008).  These impairments include 

neuromuscular and musculoskeletal problems such as spasticity or hypertonia and spasticiy, 

weakness, muscle contracture, lack of co-ordination and loss of selective motor control  

(Damiano, 1993; Burtner et al., 1998; Gormley, 2001).  Hypertonia is noted to be present due 

to spasticity, which is a velocity dependent increase in tonic stretch reflexes, excessive co-

activation of antagonist muscles and increased stiffness around joints (Deluca, 1991; Hagberg 

et al., 2001). It is a common impairment in children with CP and the relation between higher 

resistance torque and lower strength is mainly determined by muscle morphology and 

neurological factors (Krageloh-Mann et al., 1993; Hagberg et al., 2001). Only a weak to 

modest relationship between spasticity and function has been reported (Damiano et al., 2000; 

Ross & Engsberg, 2007).  

Weakness or poor muscle activation has been documented as another major impairment and 

even children with mild CP have been shown to demonstrate substantial weakness compared 

with age-related peers (Damiano et al., 2000; Barber et al., 2011; Gough & Shortland, 2012). 

An increasing amount of research on CP in recent times, seeks to investigate the origin of the 

weakness and impairments. (Damiano et al., 2000; Elder et al., 2003). 

Spastic type cerebral palsy is closely linked to trunk instability and poor balance, either due 

to spasticity, weakness or other factors (Damiano et al., 2000; Gough & Shortland, 2012). 

There are also reports of tightened psoas major muscles decreasing the range of motion at the 

hip joint, especially since the hip extensors (especially the gluteus maximus muscle) become 

reciprocally inhibited and unable to contract efficiently, therefore becoming a predisposing 

factor to anterior pelvic tilt (Hodges, 1999; Damiano et al., 2000; Vasseljen et al., 2009).  
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The resulting unstable bony pelvis is capable of changing an individual’s gait cycle as is 

common with STCP (Panjabi et al., 1992b) Altered gait cycle, can in turn, gradually 

transform the gross and ultrastructural design of the muscles involved in bringing about both 

stability and movement of the trunk (Chapman et al., 2008; Tucker & Hodges, 2010). 

According to Chapman et al. (2008) the altered patterns of recruitment in trunk muscle fibres 

may have a possible relation with the histo-architecture of the muscles. The current study 

measured the sEMG activity in the abdominal muscles in order to relate muscle structure 

(weakness) to function. 

2.10 Activity limitations 

2.10.1 Gross motor function measure (GMFM) 

The gross motor function measure (GMFM) is a criterion-referenced observational tool that 

was developed and validated to assess children with cerebral palsy (Russell et al., 2000; 

Rosenbaum et al., 2002; Avery et al., 2003). It has been reported that the reliance on personal 

experience can create a situation in which parents receive conflicting information on the 

progress of treatment of their children, hence the importance of a standardised motor function 

assessment tool such as the GMFM (Palisano et al., 2000).  

The GMFM is not designed to compare the function of children with cerebral palsy to 

typically developing children but can be used with any child or adolescent diagnosed with 

cerebral palsy (Avery et al., 2003). According to experts, this tool is meant to measure the 

gross motor functions in lying and rolling, crawling and kneeling, sitting, standing and walk-

run-jump activities (Palisano et al, 2000; Russell et al., 2000; Rosenbaum et al., 2002; Avery 

et al., 2003). The inclusion of the GMFM in the current study is based on a variety of factors 

including problems with functioning associated with the different levels of STCP. The choice 

of this testing instrument is also based on reports that this outcome measure follows the 

extent of achievement of a variety of gross motor activities requiring postural control 

(Rosenbaum et al., 2002; Avery et al., 2003).  Additionally, the GMFM test has been 

reported to use scores derived from a standardised score sheet, GMFM-66 or -88 as a 

measurement developed on the itemised scale (Rosenbaum et al., 2002) that administration of 

the test has been made simple. However, some authors noted that professionals rely on 

personal experience in addressing the prognosis for the GMFM of an individual with STCP 

(Russell et al., 2000). 
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There has been mixed reports on the direct correlation between the GMFM scores and age, 

muscle strength as well as with anthropometric scores.  According to Moreau et al. (2009) 

most fuctional activities of daily living such as walking do not require maximum strength, 

therefore the GMFM score may be an oversimplication of motor impairments of an 

individual. While age alone was reported to be a poor predictor of GMFM (Palisano et al., 

2000), some investigators also reported that a weak to modest relationship exist between 

spasticity and gross motor function and spasticity (Damiano et al., 2000; Ross & Engsberg, 

2007). Muscle strength especially in the quadriceps femoris, was reported to be highly 

correlated with GMFM (r = 0.70 to 0.83) (Damiano et al., 2000; Ross & Engsberg, 2007; 

Goh et al., 2006). 

The current study used this standardized tool (GMFM) to relate activity of the different 

abdominal muscles to function and age within the various disability levels. 

2.11 The use of ultrasonography to produce images of MAP  

As ultrasonography will be used to produce the images of MAP, this section describes the 

functional components of the equipment designed to produce visible images from biological 

structures. The principle is the conversion of electrical energy to sound energy and 

transcribing these sound energies from the different depths of the biologically scanned object 

into echoes (Hedrick, 2004). Echoes at different frequencies (time) are detected and then 

translated into 2D or 3D images (Hedrick, 2004; Szoab, 2004). This machine is therefore a 

useful tool for non-invasive scientific investigations. 

Generally, an ultrasound scanning machine (US) has a transmitter, transducer (in the form of 

a hand-held probe) and a processor as its basic components (Sloan, 2004; Szoab, 2004). 

Contained in the probe are multiple acoustic transducers that send sound impulses into the 

material (Hedrick, 2004; Sloan, 2004; Szoab, 2004). The processor detects, amplifies back 

scattered wave (echo) and manipulates the reflected signals to form an image which can be 

recorded and stored (Sloan, 2004; Szoab, 2004). The transducers are made up of ceramic 

material (user & patient friendly) and are piezoelectric, producing short sound waves 

(Hedrick, 2004; Sloan, 2004; Szoab, 2004). The transducer is encased in a housing which 

may take variable forms (Hedrick, 2004; Sloan, 2004; Szoab, 2004). Strong but short 

electrical pulses from the US make the transducer ring at a desired frequency (Hedrick, 

2004). Standard frequencies for biological structures in medical imaging range from 2 – 18Hz 

(Hedrick, 2004; Sloan, 2004; Szoab, 2004).  Lower frequencies (2.25 – 5.5Hz) are used to 
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evaluate deeper structures from the surface (12 – 15cm) and higher frequencies (7.5 – 18Hz) 

penetrating within only 1 – 3cm from the surface of structures are used (Hedrick, 2004; 

Sloan, 2004; Szoab, 2004). 

Whenever a sound wave encounters material with different density (called acoustical 

impedance) part of the sound wave is reflected back to the probe and detected as an echo 

(Hedrick, 2004; Sloan, 2004; Szoab, 2004). The sound produced is focused by either the 

shape of the transducer, a lens in front of the transducer or a complex set of control pulses 

from the US machine (Hedrick, 2004; Sloan, 2004; Szoab, 2004). This modern US machine 

(SIEMENS® ACUSONIC  X150), being used for this study uses phased array techniques to 

change the direction and depth of focus (Hedrick, 2004). A rubber coating on the face of the 

transducer, acting as an impedance matching material, enables the sound wave to be 

transmitted efficiently (Hedrick, 2004; Sloan, 2004; Szoab, 2004). In addition to this coating, 

a water-based gel was placed between the skin of subjects and the probe.   

Specifically, sound is reflected from anywhere where there are density changes in the object 

being scanned (Hedrick, 2004; Sloan, 2004; Szoab, 2004). A linear array of transducers 

simultaneously scanned through a plane of the object (in this case, the abdominal muscles) 

and this was viewed as a two-dimensional image on the screen.  Thus B-mode was used to 

capture and store information from the muscles as “real-time”. In some cases, where further 

clarity was required in this study, the A- and B-modes were manipulated to capture an image 

in the C-mode, viewing the muscles in their 3-D state. 

With regard to safety concerns about this equipment, it has been reported to provide real-time 

interactions and lacks bio-effects (Hedrick, 2004; Sloan, 2004; Szoab, 2004). It is also 

generally considered to have no known or reported side effects (Hedrick, 2004). Careful 

selection of correct scanning parameters, namely mode, frequency and good practice ensured 

that optimum results were obtained.  

2.12 Studies on MAP  

The subsequent sections outline and appraise some studies done from other parts of the body 

using similar methodologies. The strengths and weakness of these documents have been 

critiqued with their relevance on the choice of instrumentation and design for this thesis. 

Each of these sections provides a guideline to the measurable objectives for the present study. 

Search results on studies involving MAP’s and STCP yielded data mainly pertaining to either 
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the gastrocnemius or quadriceps femoris muscles. This is surprising in the light of the 

observed clinical practice in terms of physical rehabilitation of posture and balance in STCP 

cases where the trunk muscles, most often the abdominal muscles, are the target (Hodges & 

Richardson, 1996). Work by Shortland and colleagues (2002) is the first documented 

evidence in this area of research on STCP and MAP, which is reviewed briefly below.  

Aside from its novelty, the study by Shortland et al., (2002) fails to give a full explanation of 

the complex subject of cerebral palsy and muscle function / dysfunction. Despite the influx of 

studies on STCP, there is still a lack of understanding on the correlation between the basic 

MAP’s of trunk muscles, the condition (STCP), the perceived deformities and the practice in 

the management of STCP. Therefore, this review of the literature is primarily focused on 

those studies that addressed critical morphological rather than studies aimed at exploring the 

broad perspective of the mechanical changes or deformities that are associated with cerebral 

palsy. However, the review process was not focused on the causes of these mechanical 

changes; whether they were as a result of CNS dysfunction or simply due to musculoskeletal 

alteration, but rather on the nature of the changes. 

Researchers in the last two decades have attempted some form of investigation into the field 

of cerebral palsy and muscle architecture in order to fully understand the concept and the 

involvement of muscle thickness, muscle fibre length and pennation angle as being the 

principal components of MAP’s that determine the capacity of a particular muscle to generate 

maximum force.  Frequently, these researchers fail to measure empirically all three of these 

parameters in a particular muscle in their bid to evaluate muscle function / dysfunction as 

noted in the case of Binzoni and colleagues (2001) above. Other investigators, such as Ohata 

et al. (2008), also limited their hypothesis and evaluations only to muscle thickness while 

Shortland et al. (2002) measured only muscle fascicle length in TD children and those with 

spastic diplegia.  

This section details studies on the use of ultrasonagraphy specifically to measure pennation 

angles and muscle thickness and muscle recruitment, utilizing similar tools to the current 

study in both typical developing children and adults and those with CP. 

2.12.1 Cerebral palsy and ultrasonography  

Researchers appear to be selective in their investigations of muscle architectural parameters 

(MAP) in an individual. There are few studies of high quality which fully address all three 
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components of MAP’s (muscle thickness, muscle fibre length and pennation angle as being 

the principal components of MAP) in a single investigation. For instance, a classical study in 

this area by Binzoni et al. (2001) in typically developing subjects was only meant to validate 

the observation by Woittiez and co-workers (1984) that a large pennation angle allows for the 

production of greater mechanical force.  Binzoni et al. (2001) started with the presupposition 

that muscle architecture is subject to a certain degree of plasticity and they were not 

investigating the transformations in muscle parts as a result of changes in MAP’s due to a 

condition such as CP. However the context of their investigation (looking at pennation 

angle), the background of these investigators (a scientist, a sonographer and a pediatric 

orthopaedic surgeon) and their methodologies qualify their paper to be included in this 

review as one of the core or index literature that can guide the present study to obtaining 

credible results. 

2.12.2 MAP’s in typically developing children and adults  

Recently, Legerlotz et al. (2010) conducted research on the suitability of ultrasound 

measurements of muscle architectural parameters (MAP) in healthy children. This team of 

researchers expressed concerns over the increasing use of different versions of ultrasound 

machine, in an ever changing technological era, to measure MAP’s for clinical purposes. To 

this effect, some aspects of their investigation tested the reliability of measurements of 

MAP’s of the medial gastrocnemius muscle in TD children using a stationary Philips HD 11 

Real-Time ultrasound machine and a portable Chison 8300 Digital B-mode ultrasound 

machine. Legerlotz and co-workers (2010) showed in their results that the position of body 

parts (in their case the foot) produces varied results and thus brought a principal variable, 

known as orientation of body parts to the methodology of ultrasonography and measurement 

of MAP. Images taken with either brand of the ultrasound machine when the talocrural ankle 

joint was at the neutral position (90°) and at maximum plantar flexion showed significant 

difference. The mean MAP values of the medial gastrocnemius in these TD children at the 

neutral position as measured by the stationary ultrasound machine were as follows:  

• Muscle thickness was 11.1 mm ± 1.4 mm,  

• Pennation angle was 15.7° ± 1.8° and  

• Muscle fibre length was 41.2 mm ± 6.2 mm (Legerlotz et al., 2010).  

The measurements obtained with the portable Chison 8300 Digital B-mode machine also fell 

fairly well within this range. However, the mean MAP values determined at maximum 
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plantar flexion position for the medial gastrocnemius were significantly different from 

measures determined with the ankle in a neutral position. Deep and superficial aponeuroses 

and fibre orientation within the medial gastrocnemius muscle were also shown to be 

identifiable in images obtained using either of the two ultrasound machines (Legerlotz et al., 

2010). Furthermore, their results after six weeks in a cohort of subjects justify the use of 

either a portable or stationary ultrasound machine for the determination of longitudinal 

changes in MAP’s in young children with or without rehabilitation interventions.  

Muscle thickness is one MAP’s value that correlated significantly with age (r = 0.63) 

according to Legerlotz et al. (2010). Pennation angle and muscle fibre length were not 

significantly related to age (r = 0.26 – 0.32). Their data from the different legs of the same 

individual showed differences in MAP’s with the use of both stationary and portable 

ultrasound machines at a neutral ankle joint position. According to these authors, muscle 

thickness varied from 1.1 mm ± 0.7 mm while the variation of pennation angle between the 

two legs of the same individual was 1.7° ± 1.3° and that for muscle fibre length was 4.8 mm 

± 4.0 mm. These differences were, however, described as not statistically significant but as 

the subjects were all healthy children, this observation serves as another valid reason for the 

comparison of measurements between left and right sides in subjects who have spastic 

hemiplegia in the present study. 

When compared to the present study three limitations could be identified in the work of 

Legerlotz and colleagues (2010), namely:  

• limited only to healthy individuals 

• small sample size, n = 21, and 

• the measurements of MAP’s were restricted to the medial gastrocnemius muscle only.  

These limitations notwithstanding, their work still showed a strong reliability of MAP values 

when using either of the two brands of ultrasound machines, indicating the suitability of the 

use of ultrasound for the quantification of MAP. Furthermore, their results showed clearly 

that age correlated positively with muscle thickness values in the medial gastrocnemius 

muscle. Therefore their methodologies could safely be adopted in measuring some of the 

objectives of this study.   

The aim of the study by Binzoni and co-workers (2001) was to determine whether some sort 

of adaptation, or a physiological or ancestral phylogenic change, may occur during human 
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growth. Their hypothesis was that the pennation angle for a newborn who has not yet used 

his / her legs for weight bearing and locomotion will be small. Consequently Binzoni et al. 

(2001) tested their hypothesis by investigating whether the pennation angle of the medial 

gastrocnemius increases during growth of the individual using ultrasonography. These 

researchers had a fairly large sample size, n = 162, widely distributed in age and therefore 

their results and conclusions are credible. Additionally, the methodologies used by Binzoni et 

al. (2001) are sufficiently comprehensible and repeatable in order to serve as a useful 

reference for the present study irrespective of the fact that subjects with CP were not 

specifically studied.  

In contrast to the Legerlotz et al. (2010) study, Binzoni et al. (2001) found that pennation 

angle increases in the medial gastrocnemius monotonically from a mean of 2° at birth, attains 

a stable mean value of 22° at about twenty-years-of-age after which they noticed a steady 

decline to about 16° at about seventy-years-of-age. The results for muscle thickness also 

showed similar patterns, ranging from a mean of 3mm at birth, reaching stable mean value of 

20 mm at about twenty-years-of-age before declining gradually to 12 mm at seventy-years-

of-age. The current study however, recruited participants between the ages of seven- and 

sixteen-years-old for the in contrast to the age range of the the work of Binzoni and co-

workers. These investigators concluded that pennation angle is not a constant parameter as a 

function of age but evolved as in the case of bone length and total body height. These 

observations and conclusions by Binzoni et al. (2001) are significant to one of the measurable 

objectives of the present study which is aimed at determining whether individuals with 

postural imbalances are capable of overcoming these conditions as they grow from childhood 

through adolescence to adulthood. With regards to the other two components of MAP, 

Binzoni and co-workers inferred from their results that muscle fibre length was simply a 

function of muscle thickness. The results of Binzoni et al. (2001) showed that males and 

females were statistically different with respect to MAP’s but failed to comment on the 

significance of this, which was only illustrated graphically. 

2.12.3 MAP’s in children and adults with CP 

In their work on adults with STCP and MAP, Ohata and co-workers (2008) stated that the 

muscle strength of people with severe cerebral palsy may be difficult to quantify because of 

cognitive and selective motor control problems. These investigators showed that if muscle 

strength is related to muscle atrophy caused by activity limitation, then quantitative 
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morphological analysis such as muscle thickness, measured by ultrasound imaging may be 

used to examine muscle condition in daily use (Ohata et al., 2008). Results from their work 

revealed that muscle thickness may be an alternative method of quantitative muscle 

evaluation for people with severe STCP for whom direct measurement of muscle strength is 

difficult (Ohata et al., 2008). Although these investigators clearly spelt out their null 

hypothesis that muscle strength is mainly determined by morphological and neurological 

factors, their data and conclusions were limited only to muscle thickness values as obtained 

from ultrasonographic measurements. The results from their study (Ohata et al., 2008) 

therefore, appear to equate muscle morphology with muscle thickness and thus fail to 

accurately represent the architecture of all skeletal muscles, including pennate and parallel 

muscle fibres. As mentioned earlier, the force-generating capacity of a skeletal muscle and 

consequently muscle strength is a composite parameter of the muscle architecture determined 

by pennation angle, fascicle length (muscle fibre length) and muscle thickness (Binzoni et al., 

2001; Shortland et al., 2002). In the present study, all three of these parameters will be 

measured with the use of ultrasound to determine their relationship with respect to muscle 

strength / activity.  

According to Ohata and co-workers (2008) it is unclear whether muscle thickness is related to 

activity and participation as given by their GMFM values and measurements of quadriceps 

thickness obtained by ultrasonography. This observation, however, differs from what was 

stated earlier by Palisano et al. (1997) that muscle thickness in adults with STCP, as 

evaluated by ultrasound measurements, correlates with the severity of the condition (i.e. the 

GMFCS levels). These two teams of investigators on this aspect of STCP worked on different 

age categories, namely children and adolescents in the case of Ohata et al. (2008) as opposed 

to Palisano et al. (1997) who worked on adults. The results and conclusions from the work of 

Ohata and colleagues (2008) confirmed those of many other studies, in that ultrasound 

measurements in the B-mode is a reliable method of quantifying MAP’s in individuals with 

STCP. Their results and conclusions showed that there is a direct correlation between muscle 

thickness of quadriceps femoris and the GMFM-66 values in children and adolescents with 

CP.   

One study encountered in the literature that compares favourably with the present study in 

terms of contexts and measurable objectives is that of Mohagheghi et al. (2007). The main 

aim of their study was to examine whether there is any difference in MAP’s of the medial 

gastrocnemius muscle in paretic and non-paretic individuals with spastic hemiplegic STCP. 
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As is the case of many of these researchers who are interested in the morphological aspect of 

STCP, Mohagheghi and colleagues also investigated the gastrocnemius muscle and not the 

trunk or abdominal muscles. The inclusion of spastic cerebral palsy subjects and the protocols 

used to obtain their results qualifies the study of Mohagheghi et al. (2007) to be relevant to 

pursuing the research questions of the current study, irrespective of their small sample size of 

eight. Their inclusion criteria being STCP subjects with a mean age of about ten-years-old 

and their exclusion criteria such as botulinum toxin injection, surgical intervention in less 

than six months of the study and casts informed the study design of the present investigation 

in the abdominal muscles. The work of Mohagheghi and co-workers also categorised the 

subjects into GMFCS levels since they were interested in relating MAP’s to disability levels 

of these subjects, an objective which is being measured by the present study. With regards to 

ultrasound technique, Mohagheghi et al. (2007) used a stationary ALOKA SSD-5000 system 

in B-mode real-time (made in Japan) while the present study also uses a stationary 

ACUSONIC X150 system B-mode in real-time (made in Japan).    

According to Mohagheghi et al. (2007) two hypotheses motivated their investigation namely: 

• the fascicle length of gastrocnemius muscle in the paretic leg of hemiplegic subjects 

would be shorter than the non-paretic leg, and  

• muscles in the paretic leg would have undergone atrophy and a reduction in pennation 

angle compared to the non-paretic leg. 

Their procedure follows a rationale that all fascicles identifiable throughout the whole lengths 

of the scan were selected for measurements as muscle fibre length. Similarly these 

investigators defined pennation angle as the angle formed between identified fascicles and the 

deep aponeurosis and muscle thickness in each of their scans as the perpendicular distance 

between superficial and deep aponeuroses. From the results shown by Mohagheghi et al. 

(2007) the muscle architectural parameter (MAP) in a particular section was taken as the 

mean of the measured parameters. The reliability of their results was appropriately 

documented as a same investigator repetition of 60% of randomly chosen subjects which 

yielded a high intra-class correlation co-efficient for each parameter (r = 0.8). Notable among 

the results were that there was no statistical difference in pennation angle in paretic and non-

paretic legs, 18° and 19° respectively. The values of the pennation angle from their results did 

not agree with their hypothesis – it showed similarities in the paretic and non-paretic legs. In 
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terms of percentage, Mohagheghi et al. (2007) showed that muscle thickness in the medial 

gastrocnemius muscle reduced by 10% in paretic as compared to non-paretic legs.  

Mohagheghi et al. (2007) concluded that spastic hemiplegic CP subjects had shorter fascicles, 

reduced muscle thickness and similar pennation angles compared with the non-paretic leg. 

Furthermore, they stated that muscle fibres may adapt to motor disabilities caused by brain 

injury by losing sarcomeres and thus by inference, a lower muscle thickness value may 

correlate to a higher GMFCS ratings, i.e. a poorer level of functioning. More important to this 

study despite their small sample size and lack of control subjects, is the conclusion that calls 

for further investigations to establish whether there is a relation between MAP and 

conventional indexes of disability in STCP before and after treatment. It is based on some of 

these studies and their conclusions that the present study is appropriately designed. 

The above results are similar to those of Shortland et al. (2002) whose hypothesis was that 

muscle fascicle length is reduced in children with spastic diplegia, clearly set their aim to 

compare MAP of gastrocnemius muscle in TD and with children with STCP. They had a total 

sample size of sixteen, which is rather limited. Shortland and co-workers (2002) produced 

excellent data to show that muscle fibre length in the medial gastrocnemius muscle in TD 

children and children with diplegic STCP does not differ significantly. Owing to the fact that 

these investigators failed to detect a significant difference in fascicle length between these 

two groups at all the positions of the ankle joint, they thus rejected the null hypothesis. The 

conclusion by Shortland et al. (2002) was that a reduction in muscle fibre length does not 

account for the fixed shortening of the medial gastrocnemius muscle in ambulant children 

with spastic diplegia. Clinical observations reveal that the medial gastrocnemius muscle 

bellies in these children are short. This discrepancy therefore, points to the fact that only a 

meticulous measurement of all the components of MAP may help in providing a clear 

understanding on this subject. The present study looks at some of the shortfalls in the designs 

associated with these early studies and attempts to overcome them by the inclusion of large 

sample size (N = 145) and also by quantifying all three components of the MAP of the 

abdominal muscles. 

Available information from the literature suggests that exercise and resistance training are 

important components of rehabilitation programmes for counteracting impairments at the 

muscle level in children and adolescents with STCP in order to improve the force of muscle 

output and efficiency (Damiano, 2006; Dodd et al., 2003; Vershuren et al., 2007).  
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According to Moreau et al. (2010) little is known about the mechanisms underlying these 

impairments and consequently undertook a morphological study on a selected group of 

antigravity muscles in children and adolescents, with or without STCP, to establish the 

anatomical and physiological basis of such a practice. Moreau et al. (2010) stated that the 

motivation for their study was that, although MAP is known to determine the force-velocity 

properties of the muscle as well as outcome measures of MAP being of clinical importance, 

there was no available data to prove this knowledge. To them, the differences in MAP in 

children and adolescents with STCP and those with TD were poorly understood and 

information about how MAP predicts muscle function in STCP was scarce in the literature. 

Even more scarce are studies reporting on how MAP predicts other impairments or GMFCS 

levels in CP, which are important for informing clinical practice. Moreau et al. (2010) were 

of the opinion that based on their previous unpublished data it is possible that MAP is altered 

in these antigravity muscles in people with STCP due to disuse and low activity levels. 

According to these investigators the primary weakness and secondary disuse of the 

quadriceps muscle coupled with abnormal movement patterns may lead to muscle atrophy 

and re-arrangement of the internal architecture of a muscle and thus adversely affecting 

function (Moreau et al., 2010). 

One of the hypotheses of Moreau et al. (2010) was that muscle architectural parameter 

(MAP) is predictive of muscle function in children with CP. This was based on their previous 

work in typically developing (TD) individuals from which they concluded that MAP 

determines the capacity of force generation in a muscle. Their second hypothesis was that the 

anatomical and physiological relationships of muscle thickness and the maximum voluntary 

torque of the knee extensor muscle are similar in participants with or without STCP.  The 

overall purpose of the study undertaken by Moreau and colleagues was to investigate the 

critical relationships between MAP and muscle function and the relationship between MAP 

and activity. In view of this, Moreau and colleagues (2010) set their primary objective at 

developing a predictive regression model of maximum voluntary knee extensor torque in 

children and adolescents with or without STCP on the basis of measurements of thickness of 

the rectus femoris and vastus lateralis muscles as obtained from 2D ultrasound imaging. That 

is to determine whether MAP of rectus femoris and vastus lateralis correlates to force 

generation in individuals with or without STCP. They also aimed at quantifying the 

relationships between MAP and the measures of activity and participation in individuals with 

STCP.  
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A sample size of thirty individuals, of whom eighteen were from the STCP group with a 

mean age of twelve years, and twelve typically developing children and adolescents with a 

mean age of twelve-years and four-months was used. Sample size was rather small for an 

investigation such as this. In the present study a larger sample size (N = 145) was used. The 

participants with STCP were from GMFCS Levels I – IV similar to the functional levels of 

the current study. The brightness mode (B-mode), two-dimensional ultrasound imaging 

procedure was followed, using a VOLUSON 730 EXPERT machine (stationary) with a 6 – 

12MHz linear array transducer to determine measurements for muscle thickness, fascicle 

length and fascicle angle of both rectus femoris and vastus lateralis.  

In relating MAP to muscle function and activity in participants with CP, Moreau and co-

workers used Pediatric Outcome Data Collection Instrument (PODCI) and the Activities 

Scale for Kids, Performance version (ASKp). From their results, when age and GMFCS level 

were controlled for vastus lateralis muscle, thickness was the best predictor of the knee 

extensor torque in the group with CP (R2 = 0.85). Moreau et al. (2010) also showed that 

rectus femoris muscle fascicle length was significantly correlated with the PODCI (p = 049) 

and vastus lateralis muscle fascicle angle was correlated with the PODCI (r = 0.47) and with 

ASKp (r = 0.50).  These investigators thus concluded that: 

• Ultrasound measure of vastus lateralis muscle thickness, adjusted for age and GMFCS

Level, were highly predictive of maximum torque and

• Muscle thickness measure of ultrasound has the potential to serve as a surrogate

measure of the ability to generate force in children and adolescents with or without

STCP.

The relationships between all the components of muscle architecture (MAP) and muscle 

function are far from being understood, for instance considering pennation angle alone, even 

though the underlying rationale is that a larger angle of pennation allows more fibres to be 

packed within a given space no two studies as reviewed so far have yielded the same 

conclusion to match this principle. The work of Moreau and colleagues (2010) appears to fall 

short of the observation of decreased pennation angle in their STCP participants in their study 

with regards to activity and force generation. To them, the decreased pennation angles in the 

STCP group was as a result of or consequence of lower levels of mobility and locomotion.  
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A good study such as this, presenting with variations in results and conclusion, is an 

indication of the consequences of studying only one component of MAP. The current study 

explored all the parameters associated with the generation of muscle force. 

2.13 Recruitment of muscle fibres and the use of EMG  

Electromyography (EMG) is a technique to record and evaluate electrical activity produced 

by skeletal muscles (Nudo, 2003; Hlustik et al., 2004; Winchester et al., 2005), measured 

using an electromyograph that produces an electromyogram (Nudo, 2003; Wakeling et al., 

2007). Physiologically, the electrical activity is considered to be the recruitment of muscle 

fibres (motor units or motor end-plates) (Wu et al., 2007). The motor unit is regarded as one 

motor neurone and all the muscle fibres it innervates (Nudo, 2003; Wu et al., 2007; Prosser et 

al., 2010). An EMG will reflect the degree of contractile response in a particular muscle 

when stimulated (Wakeling et al., 2007; Prosser et al., 2010). This instrument usually 

measures the membrane potential in muscle fibres and analyses the signals receive in various 

forms, i.e activation levels and order of recruitment (Wakeling et al., 2007; Prosser et al., 

2010). In addition to other uses of EMG analysis, it has been reported that this forms a 

critical component in the examination of gait in individuals with STCP (Prosser et al., 2010).  

The analysis of the amplitude of EMG signals has been reported as a common method in 

research and clinical practice of recording muscular activity (Nudo, 2003; Winchester et al., 

2005; Rosenbaum et al., 2007) but this has been documented to be influenced by factors such 

as anthropometrics, precise electrode placement and overlying tissues in the body (Vasseljen 

et al., 2009; Prosser et al., 2010). The analysis of EMG amplitude in millivolts units is also 

reported to be useful in reflecting activity in a single muscle or group of muscles, whereas the 

evaluation of frequency in hertz units is the preferred choice for the comparing multiple 

muscles across individuals (Prosser et al., 2010). In the current study the activities of all four 

abdominal muscles are compared amongst each another in every participant for both of the 

groups, therefore the analysis of EMG activity by frequency was used.  

Theoretically, normal muscle tissue registers no EMG activity at rest and during passive 

movement (Roncesclave et al., 2001; Rose & McGill, 2005; Lauer et al., 2007b). However, 

in practice the anti-gravity and postural muscles normally indicate a low EMG at rest since 

the motor action potentials do appear (Roncesclave et al., 2001; Winchester et al., 2005).  

Motor activity in muscles is responsive to commands generated in the central nervous system 
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and transmitted along the alpha motor neurones to the periphery (Roncesclave et al., 2001). 

The electrodes of the sEMG detect all the sums of muscle action potentials within a 

designated area (Ross & Ensberg, 2007). These signals represent the relative level of 

recruitment of a collection of motor units that underlie the electrodes (Roncesclave et al., 

2001; Ross & Ensberg, 2007).   

A motor unit consists of a single motor neurone and all the muscle fibres that are supplied by 

its axon (Roncesclave et al., 2001). The recruitment of muscle fibres occurs through 

individual motor units rather than individual muscle fibres (Roncesclave et al., 2001). When 

a motor unit is stimulated, all of the muscle fibres in the motor unit respond by attempting to 

shorten (all-or-none principle) (Roncesclave et al., 2001). The size of the motor unit 

influences the precision and force of movement (Roncesclave et al., 2001; Wakeling et al., 

2007). One can thus ask the question as to whether the “all-or-none principle” could be the 

cause of weak abdominal muscles in STCP.  The small ratio of muscle fibres to the motor 

unit results in the capability of producing more precise movement (Lauer et al., 2007a).  

When output of a large force is required from a muscle, more motor units are recruited within 

the muscle and as the force that is needed drops, the number of motor units that are activated 

decreases as well (Roncesclave et al., 2001; Lauer et al., 2007a ).  

There are reports that using frequency analysis of EMG signals can effectively overcome the 

potential problem of non-stationarity of the EMG signal usually associated with the analysis 

in the amplitude domain (Frigo & Crenna, 2009).  The time-frequency characteristics of the 

EMG signal have also been shown to be elevated in leg muscles and to correlate with 

functional measures in individuals with STCP (Lauer et al., 2007b; Wakeling et al., 2007).  

Additionally, the EMG characteristics were reported to be sensitive to changes in muscle 

function after surgical intervention in individuals with STCP (Lauer et al., 2007; Prosser et 

al., 2010). Finally, reports that the use of EMG frequency analysis does not require 

participants to generate a maximal force for the detection of signals (Vasseljen et al., 2009; 

Prosser et al., 2010) have made this analysis more attractive and useful in the current study 

than the conventional EMG amplitude analysis. 

2.13.1 Studies on EMG and muscle activitiy  

The use of the intramuscular EMG to determine the onset of muscle activity is the superior 

method, however this is limited by its invasive nature.  Vasseljen et al., (2009) investigated 

muscle activity in a different dimension by exploring how comparable the EMG activity of 
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abdominal muscles is with the use of the motion-mode (M-mode) US imaging to detect 

changes in tissue velocity.   The present study is comparable to the work of Vasseljen and co-

workers and some further studies are available on the EMG activity of the abdominal 

muscles, all of which are worth reviewing.   

The aim and therefore methodology of the study by Vasseljen et al. (2009) were somewhat 

different from the current study. These authors were interested in measuring the rate of tissue 

strain in muscles and therefore the time taken for the visualisation of tissue in motion was the 

index quantified. Their study involved using an imaging technique to record tissue velocity 

(Kremkau, 2002) which they then related to changes in thickness and extrapolated to mean 

muscle activity. The current study focused on the frequency of activity in relating one group 

of muscles in an individual to another and also among individuals (D’hooge et al., 2000; 

Stoylen et al., 2000).  

The use of the M-mode US to detect EMG activity in muscles is done by observing the 

changes in muscle thickness using high temporal resolution images (Kremkau, 2002; 

Vasseljen et al., 2006). This measured the tissue deformation gradient, processed and 

expressed it as tissue strain with the strain rates determined (Kremkau, 2002; Vasseljen et al., 

2006; Vasseljen et al., 2009). The strain rates are considered as the time taken for the changes 

in thickness on contraction. Consequently, the results from such a method are compared with 

the EMG activity as measured simultaneously (Vasseljen et al., 2009). In order to 

synchronise US and EMG readings, the time of onset of activity was the prime focus with the 

ultrasound probes being orientated superficial to the direction of insertion of the fine wire in 

the muscle fibres (Vasseljen et al., 2009). 

The result of the study of Vasseljen et al. (2009) showed that there was no consistent relation 

between changes in thickness and EMG activity in the IO and TrA, which were the only 

muscles that they studied. Their study concluded that ultrasound M-mode is a reliable 

alternative to measuring the onset of muscle activity in the abdominal muscles (Vasseljen et 

al., 2009).  

Studies by Prosser et al. (2010) compared favourably to some extent with the current study. 

These researchers investigated the use of EMG frequency analysis to compare the activation 

pattern of trunk and hip muscles in children with CP (N = 15) and TD individuals (N = 16). A 

16-channel sEMG recording system was used by Prosser and co-workers to collect data from

the rectus abdominis (RA) and external oblique (EO) and the posterior trunk and hip muscles 
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(Prosser et al., 2010). The sEMG signals were detected from the activities of the muscles 

perceived by these investigators to be associated with posture during walking (Prosser et al., 

2010). According to the methodology used by these researchers, it could be inferred that the 

RA and EO are the only anterior trunk muscles considered to be involved in the maintenance 

of trunk stability as opposed to the current study which includes all four abdominal muscles. 

Monitoring the gait cycle was an important aspect of their investigation since walking was 

the source of force generation for the muscles perceived to be attached to the pelvis (Prosser 

et al., 2010). A video monitoring device was included in their instrumentation to sychronise 

sEMG readings and gait (Prosser et al., 2010). Voluntary limb movement in the supine 

position served as a source of muscle activity in the current study. No video equipment was 

employed in the present study to monitor movement of body parts. 

The results of Prosser et al. (2010) showed that higher EMG activity at the beginning of the 

gait cycle characterised all the postural muscles in the STCP than was recorded in children 

with TD. They suggested that the high mean EMG frequency in the STCP group during the 

stance phase was an indication of altered pattern of muscle activation (Prosser et al., 2010).  

According to Prosser et al. (2010) the higher mean EMG frequency observed in children with 

STCP could be attributed to muscle fatigue but was not necessarily an indication of the 

generation of force. 

2.13.2 The functional outcome measures: gross motor function measure (GMFM) and 

physiological cost index (PCI)  

A study by Bartlett et al. (2010) correlated the GMFM scores in adolescents with age among 

the three most severely affected STCP levels (Levels III to V). The sample size of 145 in the 

current study compares favourably with the investigation of Bartlett and colleagues who 

studied 135 adolescents with several palsy. However, Bartlett and co-workers recruited 

individuals between fourteen- and eighteen-years-of-age whereas in the current study 

participants ranged from seven- to sixteen-years-of-age.  

Although the aim of the investigation by Bartlett et al. (2010) was somewhat different from 

the current study, there was adequate guidelines on the use of the GMFM tool for the current 

study as this was one of the few available reports that correlated GMFM scores with the 

anthropometric and demographic results of individuals with STCP. 
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The notable observations from the study of Bartlett and co-workers were that: 

• Obesity was strongly associated with GMFM scores, 

• GMFM scores discriminated strongly amongst disability levels, and  

• The potential determinants of change in motor capacity were posture and 

anthropometric characteristics. 

According to Bartlett et al. (2010) the peak of GMFM capacity in severly impaired 

individuals was between the ages of seven- and eight-years-old with a significant declines of 

about 4 to 8 GMFM-66 points as severely affected STCP individuals grow older. 

It is anticipiated that the use of the GMFM testing instrument in the current study would 

provide useful insight ino the overall involvement of the abdominal muscle on posture 

amongst the various disability levels (GMFCS Levels). It is noteworthy that the inclusion of 

GMFM test in the present study is based on the hypothesis that this may serve as an indirect 

outcome measure in relating abdominal muscle structure (posture) to function.   

Rosenbaum et al. (2002) studied children between the ages of one- and thirteen-years to 

report on the reliability of the GMFM as an outcome measure. 

The physiological cost index (PCI) is a measure of energy expenditure during gait, and 

frequently used as an indicator of locomotor efficiency (Thomas et al., 1996).  The higher the 

PCI, the more inefficient the gait pattern. The theoretical basis for PCI is the relation that is 

reported to exist between heart rate and oxygen uptake in healthy individuals up to 

submaximal workload (Nene & Jennings, 1992).  In the present study, the inclusion of PCI 

test as an outcome measure in relation to MAP is based on the following assumptions: 

• That abdominal muscles have poor recruitment patterns, 

• That these poor recruitment patterns result in an  to imbalance occurring at the trunk / 

bony pelvis, 

• That this imbalance transforms the gait and cadence of individuals with STCP 

negatively, and 

• That a transformed gait and cadence leads to high demands of energy in the form of 

oxygen consumption during locomotion.  

This outcome measure is being tested based on the null hypothesis that there is no association 

between PCI and MAP in children with STCP. 
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Supportive evidence from the work of Nene et al. (1993), that oxygen uptake and heart rate 

are linearly related at submaximal levels with the possibility of an association between both 

tests with a PCI measure was one of the earliest investigations involving the use of PCI in 

individuals with motor impairments. Subsequently reports by Thomas et al. (1996) which 

indicate that a major contributor to poor walking ability of children is the poor control of 

balance also affirm the use of PCI in the investigation of gross motor function in individuals 

with cerebral palsy.  As a result of the convenience of its use, PCI as an outcome measure for 

the assessment of gross motor function has been widely used and preferred to other tools. The 

According to Thomas et al. (1996) the use of PCI in the assessment of various gait 

abnormalities provides new dimensions to the success of treatment plans for the rehabilitation 

of STCP individuals. The estimation of energy expenditure in children with cerebral palsy 

using PCI as an evaluation tool was also documented by Rose et al. (1985). Despite the 

seemingly wide use of PCI, some authors such as Ijzerman & Nene, (2002) strongly argued 

that the most preferred method of determining energy expenditure by walking is the 

assessment of direct oxygen uptake. However, due to the inconvenience in the administration 

of the direct oxygen uptake method, studies by McCroy et al. (1997) provided sufficient 

evidence on the high association between the measure of oxygen uptake and the use of PCI in 

support of the use of PCI as a preferred alternative. The use of PCI is best regarded as 

requiring low and intermediate technologies and also user-friendly (McCroy et al., 1997; 

Eston et al., 1998).  

A study with regard to the reproducibility of PCI and the oxygen uptake tests in children with 

CP showed that the oxygen uptake method was more reproducible (with an average of 

13.2%) than PCI (average of 20.3%) (Bowen et al.,1998).  However, reports by Nene et al. 

(1993) on adolescents and adults showed that PCI is a reproducible measure. The reliability 

of the PCI and oxygen uptake tests have also been studied by Ijzerman et al. (1999) who 

concluded that PCI was less reliable than the criterion standard test, which is oxygen uptake.  

While the work of Nene (1993) showed that PCI scores could be a reliable measure of muscle 

activity in adolescents and adults, similar studies by Mossberg (2003) indicated that there was 

no direct evidence of a correlation between PCI and muscle activity. Recently, investigators 

such as Moreau and co-workers reported that PODCI and ASKp were better outcome 

measures in predicting the strength of quadriceps femoris than the use of PCI as an outcome 

measure (Moreau et al., 2013).  Co-contraction, as determined by EMG activity in the 

quadriceps femoris, was reported to be inversely proportional to PCI (Damiano et al., 2000). 
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Some of these latter studies support the choice of inclusion of the use of PCI as an outcome 

measure in the present study to determine whether a correlation exist between the trunk 

(abdominal) muscles and PCI scores.  

In the current study the inclusion of PCI test is strongly motivated by its user-friendly 

technology and administration.   

2.14 Summary  

From the above review, there is evidence that the role of the abdominal muscles with regard 

to the positioning of the trunk is complex. Little is known about the histo-architecture or 

MAP’s and the overall influence of these MAP’s on the functioning of the abdominal 

muscles. The effect of STCP and the commonly associated weakness of the abdominal 

muscle has been given little anatomical and physiological consideration.  However, the 

alterations in MAP components such as muscle thickness, fibre length and pennation angle of 

these thin group of muscles need to be fully understood in order to relate basic architecture of 

the abdominal muscles to the overall gross motor functions of individuals with CP. Since the 

use of US and EMG in the measurement of muscle structure and function respectively, has 

been documented to be reliable (Ferreira et al., 2004; Urquhart et al., 2005), the current study 

used these instruments as the main investigating tools of evaluating and relating muscle 

structure to function. 

The bulk of the discussion in this chapter was on reviews of some of the relevant studies in 

the field of cerebral palsy with respect to transformation of body structures and how these 

studies inform the choice of methodologies used in the current research. This chapter also 

looked at the subject of cerebral palsy from an anatomical point of view.  A description of the 

bony pelvis with respect to trunk stability and maintenance of posture was touched while the 

ultrastructure of skeletal muscles, with emphasis on those parameters that confer strength and 

maximum force to skeletal muscles in general, were discussed in detail. The hypothesis for 

this study and the broad views of some relevant researchers in the literature were also briefly 

addressed. The chapter highlighted the measurable objectives of the present study and 

explained the anatomical basis of the methods used. Finally, this chapter drew attention to the 

existence of a chasm between theories and practices on this subject, hence the importance of 

this study. The next chapter looks at the description of the subjects, instruments, materials 

and the methods used for this study. 
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Chapter 3 Materials and Methods  

3.1 Study design and hypotheses  

The study design is descriptive, analytical and cross-sectional. It is a descriptive study due to 

the fact that the data obtained by observation of the subjects were presented and discussed, 

analytical because variations of MAP’s with respect to the different levels of STCP were 

examined, and cross-sectional because data were gathered from the children only once. 

Note: Whenever the phrase at rest or resting stage is used in this study, it implies that the 

patient is resting and the muscle is not being used for active movement, even though the 

muscle at rest will have normal / raised / reduced tone. 

3.2 Participants  

The study population included a group of children with spastic type cerebral palsy (STCP) 

attending special or mixed schools in Cape Town and another group of typically developing 

(TD) children attending either mixed or open schools.  A cluster sample of convenience was 

identified by recruiting children with STCP from children attending three local schools for 

learners with special needs. Children from the TD group were recruited from two public co-

educational schools within the locality of the special need schools as well as from one of the 

special need schools that provides tuition for a mixed population of learners (CP and TD).  

3.2.1 Inclusion / Exclusion criteria  

According to Altman et al. (2001), inclusion (eligibility) criteria should be explicitly defined 

especially when using human subjects and the population of study should be restricted using 

selection criteria. This report also stated that eligibility criteria do not affect internal validity 

but do affect the external validity, and as such a careful description of participants and 

settings as shown below needs to be done so as to assess the external validity of this study.  

3.2.2 Inclusion and exclusion criteria for TD children and adolescents  

Participants fulfilled the following inclusion criteria: 

• both participants and parents endorsed the consent / assent forms indicating their 

willingness to take part in the study, 

• children aged between seven and sixteen-years-old, and 
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• children able to speak and understand English for easy communication between pupils 

and the principal investigator, who was unable to speak Afrikaans or isiXhosa, two of 

the local languages. 

 

Exclusion criteria were:   

• children suffering from any neurological condition as reported by their teachers or as 

evidenced by presentation of a medical report, and 

• children having undergone any surgical operation involving the anterior abdominal 

wall in the last six months.   

3.2.3 Inclusion and exclusion criteria for children and adolescents with STCP  

This category of participants included children who were: 

• aged between seven- and sixteen-years old, 

• either spastic diplegia, hemiplegia, monoplegia or quadriplegia as diagnosed by the 

school paediatrician and noted in their school records, 

• identified as either level I, II, III or IV according to the Gross Motor Function 

Classification Scale [GMFCS] (Palisano et al., 2000) by a trained paediatric 

physiotherapist. Level V was excluded because these children were severely impaired, 

not ambulatory and therefore difficult to use in this type of research, 

• certified by school physician or paediatrician to be healthy and not suffering from any 

other neurological condition, as established from their clinical record, and 

• able to speak and understand English, for reasons stated above. 

The exclusion criterion was limited to: 

• children who had undergone any medical treatment less than six months before the 

study that would have impacted negatively on MAP’s (e.g., Botulinum toxin 

injection, casting, surgical intervention such as dorsal rhizotomy and baclofen pump 

placement).  

3.3 Sample size  

According to Adcock (1997), for sample size in a continuous set of data such as the type 

generated in this study, the formula below may be used (Equation 2):  
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In Equation 2: N = sample size for each of the groups, t = value for selected alpha level, s = 

estimate of standard deviation and d = acceptable margin of error.  The changes in MAP’s 

were selected to determine the required sample size as this was one of the main outcome 

measures of the study, and could have the greatest variance of all the parameters measured in 

the study. Therefore, for a hypothetical population size of 200, a sample size of 75 would be 

obtained by using the above formula. This is based on the calculation of a meaningful 

difference of, for example, 20 units and a standard deviation of 10 units for any one of the 

MAP’s. With an accepted statistical significance of p < 0.005, groups of 11, 14 and 17 

participants provided 80%, 90% and 95% statistical power respectively for the change in 

MAP. These figures provided statistical power to detect changes in one parameter between 

the two groups, therefore for the three components of MAP’s (thickness, fibre length and 

pennation angle), together with EMG and the functional outcome tests, a composite number 

of five tests would be measured per group. Therefore a minimum of 15 participants 

multiplied by the five tests to be conducted gave an assumed sample size of 75 participants 

per group with a convenient 90 – 95% statistical power for the study. This sample size is also 

in line with the tables developed by Kasiulevicius et al. (2006) to provide adequate sample 

sizes in biostatistics and epidemiological studies. Similar numbers of male and female 

subjects were recruited for the STCP group and TD groups. 

Using this determination of sample size, over one hundred learners were invited through their 

respective schools for inclusion in each of the two groups using letters of invitation along 

with the consent form. The final number of children who signed (by either themselves or their 

guardians) and returned the consent forms and who eventually met the inclusion and 

exclusion criteria came to 63 in the STCP group and 82 in the TD group. The difference in 

the final numbers between the two groups was not statistically significant (p = 0.709) 

Since the GMFM test was to be conducted within the STCP group only and based on the 

above calculations for determination of the sample size, the selection of a total number of 

forty-two participants from the STCP group provided 80% statistical power (with 0.005 alpha 

levels) to detect differences between the groups. This number (42) comprises the minimum of 

ten individuals from each of the four levels of the functional diagnosis or disability levels 

(GMFCS I – IV).  
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Similarly, a total of thirty-six ambulatory participants from the STCP group (GMFCS I – III) 

were selected to undergo the PCI test. However, this cohort of individuals for the PCI test 

was age- and sex-matched with the same number from the TD group. 

3.4 Questionnaire and instrumentation  

The tools that were used in this study included a demographic questionnaire, measurement of 

height and weight in order to calculate the BMI, use of ultrasonagraphy to allow for measures 

of MAP’s (impairments), the gross motor function classification system (GMFCS), gross 

motor function measure (GMFM) and the determination of the physiological cost index (PCI) 

to measure functional ability. 

3.5 Demographic data  

Demographic information - namely age, school grade, sex, GMFCS level and diagnosis - 

were extracted from the personal records at the schools with the help of the authorities and 

the therapist. Ultrasonography was used to determine abdominal muscle parameters 

(pennation angle, muscle fibre length and muscle thickness). 

3.6 Anthropometric data recordings: (height, weight, body mass index, age, sex, grade 

and diagnosis)  

3.6.1 Height  

A stadiometer was used to measure height in centimetres. This instrument consists of a wall-

mounted system where the horizontal arm is securely affixed and remains at an angle of 90 

degrees, along with a steel ruler placed against a wall.  

Subjects were asked to remove their shoes and stand with their backs, buttocks and shoulder 

touching the wall. To enhance reproducibility, they were told to stand as upright as possible 

with head positioned in the Frankfort Plane which is a plane in which the inferior border of 

the bony orbit of the eye is in line with the groove at the top of the tragus of the subject’s 

external ear (Stanley, 1989). The horizontal arm of the measuring unit (usually a metal ruler) 

was used to depress subject’s hair as much as possible, and remain at a rigid right angle to the 

measuring scale. Measurement was then recorded to the nearest 0.1cm. Measurement was 

recorded three times and the average used. In participants with CP who presented with a 

crouch stance, height was recorded once their knees were supported and passively extended 

by an assistant – the physiotherapist or school nurse present.  Evidence of the reliability of 
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this procedure has been documented (Siminoski et al., 2006; Gyi et al., 2004) and supported 

by the intra-rater analysis of this study (Appendix C1, Table 14). Occasionally, when an 

individual was wheel-chair bound, a tape measure was used to obtain the length of an 

outstretched limb which was added to the length of the trunk and head and neck in order to 

calculate the total body height with evidence of increasing reliability (Siminoski et al., 2006; 

Gyi et al., 2004). 

Measurements vary at different times of the day and intrinsic variability, regarded as 

precision errors have been reported with this type of data collection (Siminoski et al., 2006). 

Same day inter- and intra-tester measurements between principal researcher and research 

assistant were also performed and results obtained subjected to Pearson’s correlation co-3.3 

3.6.2 Weight  

Weight was measured using a SECA 959 digital chair weighing scale (UK). Participants wore 

their school uniforms and with their shoes removed, they were asked to sit comfortably in the 

digital chair weighing scale with feet rested on the foot rest pedals provided. Each subject sat 

as erect as possible in the weighing chair with their hands in their laps with the head facing 

forward. Prior to sitting on the digital chair, children were asked to void the urinary bladder 

in order to avoid any additional weight due to a full bladder. Recordings were taken in 

kilograms three times and the average taken. In order to ensure consistency, the 

measurements between the STCP and TD groups, the same digital chair was taken across 

from one special need school to the Open schools, which did not have this type of facility. 

Validity and reliability of measures relies on adherence to guidelines by both participants and 

researcher. Measurements from the principal investigator were subjected to re-test in a cohort 

of children and this procedure was repeated for those obtained by the research assistant. 

These yielded inter- and intra-tester values respectively, which were subsequently subjected 

to correlation co-efficient analysis to validate the reliability of the weight obtained using this 

method and measuring tool. 

The body mass index (BMI) of the subjects were calculated using the standard formula, mass 

(kg)/height (m) x height (m).  The reliability of the method has been documented (Brener et 

al., 2003. The validity and reliability of this calculation for the determination of BMI in this 

study is high (ICC > 0.70) for both groups. These results are shown in Appendix C1, Table 

14. 
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3.7 Ultrasonic measures  

A  SIEMENS® ACUSONIC X150 ultrasound imaging machine (Munich, Germany) was 

used to verify the histo-architecture or muscle architectural parameters (MAP) abdominal 

muscles of these children and adolescents in vivo. 

3.7.1 Measurement  

Muscle architectural parameters (MAP) were taken for each of the four abdominal muscles in 

the resting and contracted states.  For the resting state, also termed the neutral position, 

children were lying supine on the plinth with no activity. For the active state, children were 

asked to lie supine on the plinth and then asked to perform the following activities: (i) the 

upper limb on the more affected side (as determined from the child’s medical record, by 

observation, and / or by asking the teachers and physiotherapist in charge) to be abducted 

fully at the shoulder joint, (ii) to tuck in the chin and lift head and neck slightly on the chest 

and (iii) flex the affected hip as far as possible  in order to obtain a maximum voluntary 

contraction - MVC. The principal investigator (PI) handled the transducer head (ultrasound 

probe) while one of the research assistants, a trained neurodevelopmental therapist, issued the 

instructions to the participants.   

Using the umbilicus as a landmark the ultrasound probe was placed two to three centimetres 

from the midline and then was panned around in a semi-circular fashion until the bulk of the 

image from the deepest lying abdominal muscle, transversus abdominis (TrA), was observed 

on the image screen. This position was marked on the skin with a marker pen in order to 

ensure that the probe was kept in this position for subsequent measurements. On many 

occasions, measurements for the rectus abdominis (RA) muscle was done separately as its 

fascicles were out of view from the image screen when the other three were being captured. 

In such circumstances, when it became necessary to take a sonograph of the RA alone, the 

transducer was placed approximately 2.5 cm superior to the umbilicus and perpendicular to 

the long axis of the RA muscle fibres. The scanning head of the probe was then oriented 

along the mid-sagittal axis of each of the rest of the three anterolateral abdominal muscle 

(external oblique, internal oblique and transversus abdominis), thus in somewhat oblique 

fashion.  Thus, the pressure of the transducer was kept to a minimum by using a generous 

amount of the contact gel in order to obtain optimum values for muscle thickness.  
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Sonograms were then taken after having adjusted the depth gain compensation to optimise 

image quality. At rest and during contractions, the probe was held firmly against the skin at 

the same site over the muscle belly. Each of the sonographs being captured was a reflection 

of all the four abdominal muscles or the three anterolateral ones as viewed from the several 

representative images that showed one or more fascicles throughout their lengths as 

evidenced by the observation of the layers of aponeurosis and an interdigitation of the linea 

alba with a heavy white line on the image screen. No attempt was made to correct the 

positions adopted by each of the participants during the resting and active states, in order to 

avoid the potential effect of altering tonicity in the muscles. All sites along a muscle from 

which images were taken at rest were repeated during each child’s maximum voluntary 

contraction (MVC) – the greatest extent to which a particular body part could be moved 

willingly, in order to establish whether the architecture of a muscle remained constant along 

and across the belly of muscle during contraction (active state).    

All images obtained were stored on a personal computer and then analysed with ImageJ 

Microsoft version 1.46, 2011 edition (Richmond, Virginia, USA).  

3.7.2 Calculations 

Measurements of pennation angle and fibre length and thickness were derived from computer 

stored images using ImageJ processor in Microsoft version 1.46. 

Raw sonographic images, (that is images captured without any muscle thickness 

measurements) obtained from all four muscles, both at rest as well as at all contraction 

intensities, were modelled as a two-dimensional parallelograms using the ImageJ processor in 

Microsoft version 1.46  (Huijing & Woittiez, 1984) to ascertain the veracity of muscle 

thickness values captured by the ultrasound machine.  In order to do this verification based on 

the two-dimensional parallelogram model of muscle thickness values, the length of 

line/distance indicated with the ImageJ image processor was divided by 13.15 pixels to obtain 

a muscle thickness with the software. Thus: 

Muscle Thickness (Th) = Length (i.e. distance between superficial and deep 

aponeuroses)/13.15 pixels (Huijing & Woittiez, 1984). 

There was always a near perfect correlation or agreement between the verification process 

and the instant measurement of muscle thickness done with the freezing of the ultrasound 

calipers as shown by the high inter-rater coefficient scores (ICC > 0.70) in the STCP and TD 
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groups (refer to Appendix C3, Tables 1 and 2). However, the major geometrical assumptions 

made in using such planimetric models of representing these sonographs of the muscles as a 

two-dimensional figure, especially in determining pennation angle were that: 

• aponeuroses behaved as rigid bodies and run parallel to each other, and  

• muscle fibres ran straight between aponeuroses. 

 

 

Figure 11: MN show superficial aponeurosis, PQ represents deep aponeurosis, MP or 

NQ represents muscle thickness, x and y represent muscle fibres and angles a and b 

represent their pennation angle 

Muscle thickness (MT) was determined using an electronic caliper on a frozen image, by 

measuring the distance between the echoes of the superficial and the deep aponeurosis. The 

muscle thickness (T in Figure 11 above) was determined as the length of the perpendicular 

line drawn between the echoes parallel to the fascicles from the deep (PQ) up to the 

superficial aponeurosis (MN), and marked with an asterisk on the image by the clicking of 

the caliper button on the key board of the ultrasound machine (Ichinose et al., 1995; Narici et 

al., 1996; Fukunaga et al., 1997). Since thickness varies along the length of a muscle, 

measurements were taken at three or four different points for a particular muscle according to 

the clarity of the image and the average was recorded for that individual.  
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The angle between the superficial and the deep aponeuroses echoes were defined as the 

muscle’s pennation angle (a or b in Figure 11 above) (Rutherford & Jones, 1992; Kawakami 

et al., 1993). 

By trigonometry trajectory: 

Equation 3: 

PA = angle	between	deep	aponeurosis	and	echoes	of	interspaces	between	fibres 

Equation 4:     

FL =
*+,-./	012-34/,,	(51)

,24/	67	8/4490264	94:./

For Equations 3 and 4: PA is pennation angle, FL is muscle fibre length, Th is muscle 

thickness (Binzoni et al., 2001; Shorthand et al., 2002). 

3.7.3 Reliability and validity of ultrasonic measurements 

The validity of this equipment has been documented in the literature with the most recent 

evidence from (Bunce et al., 2002; Ferreira et al., 2004; Benard et al., 2009; Unger, 2011) 

and test results all found to be appropriate for use in research and diagnostic analyses. For the 

purpose of this study inter- and intra-tester analyses were carried out between the principal 

investigator and the research assistants on the same day and on different days on a cohort of 

the participants. Correlation co-efficient for reliability was subsequently calculated to 

determine the suitability of this equipment as well as the repeatability of the measurement 

obtained. The test-retest results were presented in tables of Appendices C1, Tables 1-8 and 

C2, 1-8. All results showed good to excellent (ICC ratios > 0.70) correlation. 

3.8 Determination of the patterns of abdominal muscle activation in children with STCP 

and TD by electromyography  

3.8.1 Instrument 

To address this issue an electromyograph was used to determine the activity in the abdominal 

muscles. The participants were instructed to lie down in the supine position without moving 

any body part (resting state) and raise the affected limb as high as possible (maximum 

voluntary movement – MVC), and as well as flexing or at least lifting the head while lying in 

the supine position (active state).  
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Due to the relatively thin nature of the abdominal muscles and their location in particular the 

depth of TrA from the skin, fine needle electrodes would have yielded optimum results. But 

the use of fine wire electrodes is not advocated in research (Ng et al., 1998; Marshall & 

Murphy, 2003) especially in cases involving children therefore the use of the surface 

electromyography (sEMG) in this study. The sEMG equipment and technique are non-

invasive and painless, and therefore their use and outcome tend to be readily accepted and 

generally safe.  

The NORAXON® surface electromyography (sEMG) was used. This equipment uses disc 

coated silver-silver chloride electrodes which can detect algebraic sums of voltages 

associated with muscle action potential within their pick zones (Cram et al., 1998; Peper & 

Gibney, 2006). It is fitted with electrodes which are about 0.5 – 1.0cm in their wider diameter 

(Cram et al., 1998; Sella & Finn, 2001; Bolek, 2007). Each recording channel on this 

equipment is designed to detect activity from one muscle site and is composed of two active 

electrodes and a reference one (Cram et al., 1998; Peper & Gibney, 2006;  Bolek, 2007). In 

estimating muscle activity from this study, the active electrodes were spaced with their 

centres about 2cm apart on the muscle. The difference in electrical charges between each 

active electrode and the reference one provides input to a differential amplifier with 

impedance of a common mode rejection ratio (CMMR) between 90 – 140dB (Peper & 

Gibney, 2006; Bolek, 2007). There are filters as part of the internal design of the 

NORAXON® sEMG equipment allow frequencies related to a muscle activity but reject 

those frequencies that are associated with electromagnetic noise (Cram et al., 1998; Peper & 

Gibney, 2006;  Bolek, 2007). The signals obtained were viewed in their “raw” plus / minus 

form and then converted to a unidirectional signal in which the “plus-minus” waveform was 

rectified.  

The qualities of this type of sEMG equipment include good signal resolution, minimal signal 

and image distortion, high CMMR (90 – 140dB), ample signal range and optimum sampling 

rate (Cram et al., 1998; Peper & Gibney, 2006; Bolek, 2007). Consequently, data obtained 

from this equipment were generally accepted as valid and reliable. 

3.8.2 Procedure 

In order to determine electrical activity in the abdominal muscles using surface 

electromyography (sEMG), all participants from both the STCP and TD groups were tested 

during the resting and active states.  The muscle activity for three out of the four abdominal 
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muscles was measured separately during the resting and active states. For the rectus 

abdominis muscle (RA), the active electrodes were placed 3cm above the umbilicus and 3cm 

away from the median plane always on the right side but if unilaterally affected then on the 

left (site A in fig 2 below).  The electrode sites were gently abraded with fine grain sand paper 

and cleaned with isopropyl alcohol (Hermens et al., 2000). The placement of the electrodes 

was done in accordance with standard procedures, (see Fig. 2 below) (Ng et al., 1998; 

Hermens et al., 2000).  For the sake of convenience, the ground electrode was placed at the 

level of the twelfth thoracic spinous process (T12) for those participants with spastic diplegia 

and quadriplegia while this ground electrode was on placed on the patella of the non-affected 

limb for participants from the hemiplegic and TD groups. All the silver-silver chloride 

electrodes came prepared with a creamed electrode gel that made them to be self-adhesive in 

nature. However, electrode placements were further firmly maintained with adhesive cello-

tapes until the end of the re-test session.  

Prior to the collection of these data, participants were trained to reach paced activities within 

one minute with regard to tasks to be accomplished during active / contracted phases (head-

up, chin-tugged-in and limb movements). Testing officially was initiated (usually a day or 

two after) when participants appeared to be consistent with tasks.  

The sEMG signals were sampled at 1000Hz and saved on a personal computer for future 

analysis with a custom DELL / NORAXAM programme. Based on trial testing, patterns of 

sEMG activity in children were found to be variable across ten trials, and therefore the tasks 

were limited to a maximum of five after which the mean values of three consistent patterns 

were recorded as the sEMG value for a particular muscle. The more affected limb was 

identified by the neurodevelopmental therapist for the participants in the STCP group and 

while in the supine position on a plinth with the arms resting along the sides of the body, the 

children were asked to flex this limb as high forward as possible (maximum voluntary 

contraction – MVC). Full range abduction of the shoulder joint (upper arm movement) was 

also tested on the affected side and the EMG activity taken of the various abdominal muscles 

taken in turns.  

Activity in the abdominal muscles with head and neck movements was also tested by 

repeating the same procedure but in a slightly different fashion, whereby subjects were 

instructed to tuck in the chin and then lift their necks / heads on to the chest. Limb movement 

also resulted in contraction of the abdominal muscles (Vasseljen et al., 2009) and therefore 
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the EMG recordings related directly to MVC activity of the abdominal muscles.  All these 

procedures were undertaken under supervision from their physiotherapist.  

While a participant performs each of these activities, the active electrodes were placed on the 

muscle belly of a particular abdominal muscle with the average set of recordings per session 

being assigned to that specific muscle. The child repeats the same set of activities while the 

electrode placement is changed for another muscle. The most adequate site for the placement 

of an active electrode for each of the muscles in order to detect optimal activity in each 

muscle was illustrated in Figure 12 below. The transversus abdominis (TrA) was practically 

impossible to access using the surface electromyography techniques by virtue of the deep 

position of this muscle with respect to the anterior abdominal wall, which makes the 

detection of electrical activity of the TrA by the sEMG techniques difficult.  Fine wire / 

needle technique would have been desirable but as the latter is not recommended for use in 

children for research purposes, the electrical activity of TrA was thus not measured.  For the 

OE, EMG readings, the active electrodes were placed midway between the anterior superior 

iliac spine (ASIS) and the lowest point on the subcostal angle in the mid-axillary plane 

always on the right side but if unilaterally affected then on the left (site B in fig 12 below). 

Alternatively, the more lateral electrode was placed at the most lateral point in the mid-

axillary line on the transumbilical plane on the affected side.  

Electromyographic recordings for OI were taken with active electrodes at a point midway 

between the ASIS and pubic tubercle, about 2cm above the inguinal ligament in the mid-

clavicular line always on the right side but if unilaterally affected then on the left (site C in fig 

12 below). In the case of children from the TD groups, the active electrodes were placed at 

the anatomical sites on the right side.  

The raw sEMG signals were first amplified 300 times by pre-amplified electrodes by default 

and then four times with the computer analysis. The signals were then filtered with 10 – 1000 

Hz band per filter. All data were then filtered with a second low-pass filter at 16 Hz. A 

muscle onset of activity was defined as the point when EMG recording exceeded the baseline 

by two standard deviations for greater than 25ms and the software marks this point as the 

EMG traces. These were then visually inspected by the principal investigator (PI) and 

research assistant independently to ensure that subsequent outbursts or values / traces 

obtained by assigned tasks were related and could be compared to determine inter-tester 
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(between research assistant and PI) and intra-tester reliability (within day testing activity of 

the PI).  

 

 

Figure 12: Sites for placement of fine wires electrodes in adults 

Source: http:wg11.sc29.org/mpeg-v/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/emg1.png. 31/05/2013 

 

B 

A 

C 



70 

 

3.8.3 Reliability and validity for sEMG  

The fundamental validity and reliability of the NORAXAN (R) sEMG in biomechanical 

analyses have well been documented and accepted in research (Marshall & Murphy, 2003; 

Dankaerts et al., 2004; Urquhart et al., 2005). Values obtained were subjected to same day 

inter- and intra-tester analysis by the principal investigator and the research assistant and the 

correlation coefficients computed to determine reliability of this equipment. The results 

showed good correlation (ICC scores of  > 0.7) and appear in Appendix C1, Tables 9 & 10 

and Appendix C2, Tables 13-16. 

3.9 Evaluation of functional outcome measures  

3.9.1 The gross motor function measure (GMFM)  

The GMFM was designed as a clinical assessment tool to measure change in gross motor 

function with children with CP. In this study the intention was to use this as a functional tool 

in the children with CP in order to relate their outcome scores to the abdominal muscle 

parameters as well as the recruitment pattern in these muscles rather than to use this 

assessment as a measure of change in gross motor ability. Even though the standard testing 

manual included items that had the potential to change as result of therapy, learning and 

natural development, the focus was on the correlation between functional outcome and 

muscle parameters. The GMFM is a reliable outcome measure to assess the motor function in 

children with severe muscle weakness (Avery et al., 2003). 

As the principal investigator was a neophyte in the administration of this test, it was 

important to ensure reliability of the results. Lessons from the GMFM Manual and Scoring 

Guidelines were used and repeated practice of the use of the techniques were performed on 

the same cohort of individuals (fifteen) over time prior to the actual testing sessions. 

Furthermore, some of the experienced GMFM users in the schools also provided criterion 

scores for the participants from which all of the performance practice scores were obtained 

and were evaluated for reliability in the main study. These structured and standardised efforts 

removed as much as possible individual interpretations about performance of the participants 

amongst the test raters (PI and two RA’s), and ensured consistency (good reliability) in the 

application and scoring of the GMFM as an outcome measure in this study. The reliability of 

GMFM in general has been documented (Palisano et al., 2000; Rosenbaum et al., 2002). 
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The test was conducted by following the instructions outlined in the testing manual for this 

measurement tool (see Appendix B1). Each subject was tested without shoes or orthotics if 

applicable. Participants were subjected to a range of domains in the test guideline as 

determined by his or her ability to complete such tasks and therefore certain items were 

selectively omitted for some participants. If a particular posture prevented a child from 

performing an item, a score of zero was recorded for that item. If the investigator could not 

elicit a physical response from a child, a score of zero was assigned for that item. Both the 

principal investigator and the therapists of the schools conducted these tests on each subject 

over a two week interval and the results obtained were evaluated for inter- and intra-rater 

correlation co-efficient. These results are presented in Appendix C2, Table 17. 

The actual GMFM test by its development and validation was designed as a criterion-

referenced observational test / tool for children with CP (Palisano et al., 2000; Russell et al., 

2000; Rosenbaum et al., 2002) and therefore by convention, both the principal investigator 

and the therapists acted passively by scoring the participants based on their performances. 

The 88 items of the GMFM were measured by observation of the child and scored on a four-

point ordinal scale, as set out in the manual (see Appendix B1). A score of 0 correlates to 

child did not initiate the item, 1 means that a child merely initiates an item (below 10% of the 

activity), 2 indicates that a child partially completed an activity (from 10% to below 100%) 

and a score of 3 denotes that a child completed the activity fully (100%). Scores for each 

dimension are expressed as a percentage of the maximum score for that dimension and the 

total score for each participant was obtained by averaging the percentage score across the five 

dimensions as indicated in the table below (Table 1). Items were grouped within each 

dimension according to the degree of difficulty, arranged from easiest to most difficult, for 

ease of administration.  Table 1 shows the five GMFM dimensions arranged in order of 

increasing difficulty, the dimension names, the number of items in each dimension and 

finally the maximum score attainable in each dimension: 
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Table 1: Breakdown of GMFM dimensions, description, item numbers and scores 

(adapted from: www.fhs.mcmaster.ca/canchild)  

GMFM dimensions Dimension name 
Number of 

items 
Maximum Score 

A Lying and Rolling 17 51 

B Sitting 20 60 

C Crawling and Kneeling 14 42 

D Standing 13 39 

E Walking/Running/Jumping 24 72 

Total  88 264 

Adjusted total  78 234 

3.9.2 The physiological cost index (PCI)  

Using the available literature, the principal investigator was fully informed about how to 

conduct the PCI test (Nene, 1993; Raja et al., 2007) and analyse the resulting data, as well as 

receiving training from one of the co-supervisors of this study who was well versed in the use 

of the PCI test. Each of the participants was asked to walk at a self-selected comfortable pace 

for a distance of 50 metres measured using an outstretched tape measure that was glued with 

cello-tape to the floor in the corridors or walkways of their respective schools. The time taken 

to complete this distance was recorded in minutes and the gait / walking speed determined as 

shown below. The children who were selected for this session were asked to refrain from 

eating for at least two hours before arriving for this session and were also instructed to wear 

comfortable walking shoes.  

Conventionally, a treadmill is the most appropriate instrument for measuring the gait or 

walking speed, in which a chosen set of speed is recorded for each individual for a particular 

duration. However, since the study was designed for school going children during school 

hours and also as a result of the absence of treadmills in the schools, this was not possible.  

The pulse rate / heartbeat for each child was measured with a portable paediatric auto digital 

sphygmomanometer (MO760) and recorded both at the beginning and the end of this 

exercise. This instrument is user-friendly and comes with a single operation button for 

inflation, deflation and taking measurements.  
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After a short briefing and familiarisation of this session each subject was asked to sit quietly 

for at least five minutes on a comfortable chair for their heart beat to reach a steady state.  

With each subject seated and the left arm resting horizontally in the supine position on a 

table, the cuff of the sphygmomanometer was guided onto the upper arm and allowed to rest 

about 2 – 3 cm proximal to the crease in the cubital fossa for about two to three minutes. The 

machine immediately auto inflates the arm, measures the systolic and diastolic pressures as 

well as the pulse rate and the results displayed on the screen. A steady-state heart beat was 

attained when the readings taken within one minute apart were within five beats of each 

other. About five to ten minutes resting period was allowed between the initial heart rate 

measurement and the commencement of the walking exercise in order to bring the measured 

values of each individual as close as possible to normal values. This short resting period also 

was meant to eliminate any false heart rate values that maybe observed due to anxiety from 

the participants. Once the heart rate readings were in the steady-state, the children began the 

test while walking along the 50-metre track. The heart rate was recorded at the completion of 

the 50-metre stretch. The entire test was repeated either three or four times, according to the 

compliance of the subject, and the average value of the readings that were recorded for each 

participant was calculated. All participants were assessed twice on the same day by the 

principal investigator to evaluate the intra-rater reliability. A research assistant also measured 

all the subjects under the same conditions on different days and the PCI values between the 

two raters were compared to establish inter-rater reliability. The time taken to complete the 

50 metre walking distance was recorded with a portable Olympus electronic timer clock after 

the subject returned to the rest position for the final heart rate to be measured.  The walking 

speed, i.e. the time taken to cover a set distance of 50 metres measured in m/min, of each 

participant was then evaluated as (Equation 5):  

  Walking	speed =
<2,094-/	(*)

52*/	(*24)
              

                                                            

The average PCI value recorded for each individual in heart beats per metre was obtained 

using Equation 1 in section 1.9. 



74 

3.10 Reliability testing 

3.10.1 Inter-tester reliability 

There were two assistant researchers (AR’s), namely a physiotherapist and an occupational 

therapist, serving as professionals in the special needs schools and who provided support 

services for the study on testing days. A pilot study was conducted by the AR’s with fifteen 

or twenty participants (according to the test) from each group in order to confirm that 

standard procedures were being used by both researchers.  

With regard to the results for MAP’s, one of the AR’s was knowledgeable in the use of the 

ultrasound equipment and was the main operator of the transducer head while the other AR 

issued instructions to learners as well as monitoring their compliance during inter-tester 

sessions.  

Apart from the use of the EMG equipment, all the other sets of tests form part of routine 

exercises performed by the AR’s in the management of STCP cases. Consequently, the inter-

tester findings from the AR’s provided a reliable index for the testing instruments of the 

current study. The suppliers of the EMG equipment offered an intensive training workshop to 

both the principal investigator and the AR’s for the use of this equipment before the 

commencement of this study.  

The intra- and inter-tester measurements were performed after about a week of testing by the 

PI and all the results showed a high correlation with the findings from the PI as indicated by 

high ICC scores (> 0.70) and the analysis tabulated and presented in the Appendices C1, 

Table 11 and C2, Table 18 respectively. 

3.10.2 Intra-tester reliability 

Routine training workshops on the use of equipment characterised the preliminary phase of 

this study by the principal investigator. Tutorials and repeated lessons on those test items that 

involved clinical observational skills were also given to the PI by one of the co-supervisors of 

this study.  Additionally, pilot studies of fifteen participants were undertaken as a way of 

ensuring standardisation of the clinical practice and protocols. 

Apart from the pilot studies meant to be a familiarisation of the testing skills acquired by the 

PI, for each of the major test (anthropometric, MAP, EMG, GMFM and PCI measurements), 

fifteen participants from each group were measured twice a day, done twice per week, 
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separated by three days. These results served as intra-tester reliability for the study and also 

to consolidate the lessons learnt from tutorials and training workshops on the use of the 

equipment. The intra-tester measurements are thus meant to establish reliability or 

repeatability of the procedures used in the main study. The results of each of these intra-tester 

analyses are shown in the tables of Appendix C1. 

From the test-retest analyses all the test items, good to excellent intra-observer reliability was 

obtained, with alpha levels > 0.70 (refer to tables of Appendix C1). This indicated that there 

was minimal measurement error occurring in the use of the test instruments by the PI. While 

the sample size was small in the test-retest measurements (N = 15), therefore limiting the 

results, the instruments and procedures used for the study appear to be sensitive enough to 

measure the parameters outlined and to identify any difference between the groups.  

3.10.3 Analysis of inter- and intra-tester reliability  

Several steps were undertaken to ensure that the inter- and intra-tester results were valid and 

reliable. Several of these have already been discussed (above) and further points are dealt 

with below. 

When considering the instrumentation (such as the stadiometer, weighing chair, 

ultrasonograph, electromyograph, sphygomomanometer, electronic timer) the calibration was 

not an issue for the PI because the instruments were either digital and therefore self-

calibrating when switched on, or did not require any form of calibration. Apart from the 

stadiometer, the electronic design or digital nature of the calibration in the instrumentations 

used made manipulation and repetition of test procedures easy. Although the stadiometer was 

non-digital, its user-friendly application ensured the validity of the measurements, as 

documented by Buyken et al. (2005). 

In order to ensure repeatability, both PI and AR’s adhered exactly to the correct procedures as 

provided in each testing manual and / or instruction handbooks in the handling of the 

instruments.  Procedures for each measurable item were repeated in an identical way on each 

of the participants and supervision on compliance to instructions by the subjects was 

monitored in turn by both the PI and AR’s.  Subjects were placed in standard positions and 

performed activities that were as close to identical as possible for each test item in order to 

minimise all possible variations between the subjects in the measurement of parameters by 

the investigators (PI & AR). If the procedures for either the tester or the participant were not 
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carefully adhered to, the outcome was an “error” score. With regard to reliability of the EMG 

activity for example, results from a previous study indicate that this is site-dependent 

(Marshall & Murphy, 2003), therefore the placement of the active electrode for all 

participants was carefully adhered to. Additionally, confounding factors such as the amount 

of adipose tissue, reported to affect the reliability of signals from the RA and EO (Hodges & 

Richardson, 1999; Marshall & Murphy, 2003), were eliminated during the recruitment of 

subjects for this study ( BMI > 25 kgm-2 excluded). In the case of the ultrasound equipment, 

non-compliance amounted to “no image” on the monitor. All the pre-testing preparations 

were identical for each child, for example the emptying of the urinary bladder, no food for 

two hours, removal of shoes and relaxing before baseline physiological parameters were 

measured. 

For height, weight, time and muscle thickness, the measurements were repeated either three 

to four times by each tester on a participant and the average was then calculated and used as 

the measurement for that subject.  In the case of those test items that involve calculations 

(e.g. BMI, PCI, as well as FL and PA from the MAP category), baseline or initial scores 

recorded in the field notebook were put into the personal computer using Excel® (Microsoft) 

software, were checked for accuracy, and thereafter entering the appropriate mathematical 

formula and copying this formula to all relevant cells, the programme was responsible for the 

calculations. 

Finally, the test-retest results as shown in the Appendix # were further validated and made 

reliable by age-matching the data from the STCP and TD groups for each test item. 

The available literature is relatively vague on the most appropriate test for analyses when 

investigating the reliability of repeated measurements. However, when a comparison between 

two raters or “occasions” is conducted a correlation coefficient is typically calculated 

(Altman & Blind, 2005). The most widely used type of correlation co-efficient is the Pearson 

r (Bland & Altman, 1995 a & b; Altman & Blind, 2005).  However, in the current study since 

the sample size for the test-retest analysis was small (N = 15), the Pearson r could over-

estimate the test-retest correlations, therefore, the Intra-class correlation co-efficient (ICC) 

was used. 

The ICC is reported to conceptualise the ratio of variance between groups to the total 

variance and is documented to be sensitive to changes in both the order and the magnitude of 

repeated values (Bland & Altman, 1995 a & b).  The ICC agreement compares each 
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individual measurement and not just the group means, whereas the ICC consistency identifies 

the consistency in measurement errors (Bland & Altman, 1995 a & b).  

In the current study, ICC agreement (using STATISTICA version 11, www.stat.com) was 

selected as the preferred means of analysis for the inter- and intra-tester studies with the 

participants in both groups. As this particular test was aimed at determining the reliability of 

the measuring process and the analysis of each measurement between testers, the smaller 

sample size was deemed appropriate in order to ensure that any bias or systematic error was 

identified. 

3.11 Study procedure  

Ethic approval was obtained from the Faculty’s Human Research and Ethical Committee 

(HREC REF: 490 / 2011). Permission was received from the Department of Education of the 

Western Cape and from the principals of the participating schools. The schools for children 

with special needs also serves as some of the peripheral learning centres for clinical and 

rehabilitation undergraduate students of the faculty of health science, therefore a 

collaboration exists between the faculty and these schools, hence accessibility to the 

authorities of these schools was facilitated on that basis.   

The physiotherapists working at the schools identified children who met the inclusion criteria 

and information sheets and informed consent forms were sent home with the children for 

their parents to fill in and reminders were sent if the forms were not forthcoming (refer to 

Appendix A for the appropriate ethics documents).  All children in the appropriate age groups 

were given information sheets to take home.  Once permission was received from the parents 

/ guardians and the children, data collection at school premises commenced.  

An unused classroom or office was temporarily equipped with a plinth and used for the 

duration of the study at the two co-educational schools where children from the TD group 

were recruited. At the schools where children with STCP were selected for participation, a 

small private therapy room in the Physiotherapy Department was temporarily equipped with a 

plinth and used also for the duration of the study. In some cases data collection days were 

scheduled to coincide with the off-duty days of the physician-in-charge of the schools. This 

was to make room for data collection to take place uninterrupted in the office of the school 

physician. Participants were tested only during school hours. Children from the same class 

were allowed to accompany each other during testing sessions. Since testing of abdominal 
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muscles required children to expose their abdomens, there was also the presence of the school 

nurse or the paediatric neurodevelopmental therapists or the research assistants all of who 

incidentally were females or in the case of public schools, a female teacher was always 

present alongside the principal investigator.  

The data collection started with the measurement of anthropometric parameters of subjects 

i.e. height, weight and body mass index (BMI). This was followed by ultrasonography.  

Measurement of muscle activity using EMG was also done at the school premises shortly 

after obtaining the ultrasound scans. In many cases, the subjects became too exhausted after 

going through two different test items or we ran out of time leading to the rescheduling of a 

new day for the assessment of their gross motor function measure (GMFM) and physiological 

cost index (PCI). This was appropriate as the determination of GMFM and PCI in these 

learners was elaborate and more time consuming than the measurement of their 

anthropometric and demographic data.  The age and distribution of the various STCP 

subtypes were the main parameters considered in the selection of participants for these two 

outcome tests across all three schools.  In addition, the non-affected sides of children with 

STCP were also measured to serve as contrast in the cases of those individuals diagnosed 

with hemiplegia.  

3.12 Statistical analysis  

Entry of data was first of recorded in a field notebook and subsequently transferred to a data 

collecting sheet drawn up in “Microsoft Excel” allowed for the recording of demographic, 

anthropometric and outcome measures for each subject. 

STATISTICA software package, version 11 (2012) was used to analyse the data. Descriptive 

statistics including means and standard deviations (SD), medians and ranges were presented. 

The Chi-Square test was used to compare the sex distribution between the STCP and TD 

groups. A Spearman’s Rank Order correlation between demographic data and MAP’s was 

performed to establish the level of correlation between age, body mass index and between the 

MAP’s and functional parameters. In almost all cases age was a predictive factor for the 

observed scores of the parameters. In addition, the STCP group had more older children than 

the TD group and therefore, the respective scores for each individual for each parameter were 

divided by the age of that participant in order to standardise or normalise the variables. The 

age-normalised data were used whenever the two groups were compared. The raw data were 

used for within group comparisons. In order to determine the use of an appropriate statistical 



79 

 

test, all age-normalised data were subsequently tested for normality by using the Shapiro-

Wilk test. Since almost the entire set of data generated was found not to be normally 

distributed, the Kruskall-Wallis ANOVA was used to compare the multiple independent sets 

of data while the Mann-Whitney U test was mainly used to rank and display the z- and p-

values of the two independent sets of data from the STCP and TD groups.. Occasionally, in 

the case of those data found to be normally distributed an independent t-test was used to 

compare the mean values of the parameters between the children from the STCP and TD 

groups. The level of significance for all statistical tests was set at 0.05.   

Table 2: A table showing the statistical tests used for the analyses of data  

Parametric Non-

parametric 

Purpose 

Mean, 

standard 

deviation,  

Median, 

range 

To describe the sample and the parameters measured 

95% 

Confidence 

intervals 

 To determine the precision of the estimates, e.g. Muscle 

thickness difference between resting and active states 

Shapiro 

Wilks 

 To determine whether the data were normally distributed 

 Chi-square To determine association between categorical variables, such 

as sex, group (TD or STCP), GMFCS level 

Independent 

t-test 

 To determine if there was a significant difference in the mean 

scores of the parameters 

 Mann-

Whitney U 

To determine if there was a significant difference in the rank 

ordering of ordinal or non-normal numerical data, such as age, 

height and weight 

 Wilcoxon 

matched 

pairs test 

To test for differences in various parameters within all groups,  

specifically in the children with spastic hemiplegia (from 

affected to unaffected side) 

Pearson's r Spearman's 

rho 

To establish if two sets of data were correlated, e.g. BMI and 

muscle thickness or Age and change in EMG activity from rest 

to active state 

 Kruskall 

Wallis 

ANOVA  

To determine if the mean ranking of different parameters 

differed across, e.g. the GMFCS levels and distribution of CP 
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Chapter 4 Results 

4.1 Introduction  

The demographic and condition related information is presented first. This is followed by the 

descriptive statistics relating to the muscle parameters and then a comparison of these 

parameters between the different groups. The relationship between muscle parameters and 

EMG will be analysed. In the subsequent sections of this chapter the relationship between 

muscle parameters and muscle function will be presented.  

4.2 Subjects

A total of over two hundred participants (more than one hundred in each group) met the 

inclusion criteria and were invited through the distribution of consent forms. Sixty-six 

children together with their parents/guardians, from the STCP group signed and returned their 

forms whereas in the TD group eighty-six children and adolescents agreed to take part in the 

study. At the time of commencement of data collection, the number of children in the STCP 

category reduced to sixty-three as two of the participants from one of the schools had 

discontinued schooling and in another school, one other participant had undergone surgery 

through the anterior abdominal wall and was consequently excluded from the study. After the 

collection of the demographic data of all the participants, the total number in the TD group 

dropped to eighty-two as four of these learners (three males and one female) had a BMI value 

of greater than 25 kgm-2. The flow-chart in Figure 13 below shows the recruitment and 

follow-up numbers, together with the respective tests and analyses administered to each 

group. 
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Data Processing and Analysis 

Convenient 

sampling 

  Convenient 

sampling 

36 PCI and 42 

US and EMG at resting and contracted states 

5 

Quadriplegia 

14 Diplegia 

 

44 

Hemiplegia 

 

Pool of Participants who 

met the inclusion criteria 

Total who consented and returned consent forms 

66 STCP and 86 TD 

TD: 4 excluded due to 

high BMI > 25kgm-2; N = 

82 

STCP: 3 excluded - 2 

stopped schooling, 1 

underwent surgery; N = 63 

Figure 13: Flow chart of recruitment and follow-up  
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4.3 Description of samples  

4.3.1 Total sample  

The final sample included 145 children drawn from five schools in Cape Town, three of 

which were special schools for children with disabilities and the other two schools were for 

children with typical development, Open schools Table 3.  One of the special schools also 

offered tuition for both children with disability and typically developing children therefore 

some of the participants from the two groups were sampled from this school. There were 63 

(43.4%) children with STCP and 82 (56.6%) typically developing children. The mean age of 

all the children was eleven-years and three-months-old (Standard deviation (SD) = 3.0, range 

7-16). Of the total sample, 53.8% were male and 46.2% were female. 

 

Table 3: Schools from which children were drawn (N = 145)  

  Count Percent 

STCP Special School 1* 27 18.6 

 Special School 2 16 11.0 

 Special School 3 20 13.8 

TD Children Open School 1 48 33.1 

 Open School 2 15 10.3 

 Special School 1* 19 13.1 

 * Provided participants for both CP & TD groups. 

The descriptive statistics relating to height, weight and BMI are depicted in Table 4. 

Table 4: Height, weight and BMI (N = 145)  

 

 Mean Minimum Maximum SD 

Height (cm) 141.5 112.5 181.0 16.7 

Weight (kg) 39.2 18.5 70.8 11.5 

BMI (kgm-2) 19.1 13.0 24.0 2.6 
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4.3.2 Distribution of GMFCS levels among the STCP group  

As shown in the Table 5 below, more than half, 54% (34 out of 63) of all the STCP 

participants were able to move around freely. That is to say more than half of the total STCP 

population was drawn from level I of the GMFCS level. The other disability levels, GMFCS 

II, III and IV were only sparingly represented 17%, 13% and 16% respectively. Note that the 

most severely affected STCP type namely the GMFCS Level V was not part of the inclusion 

criteria. Except for the participants in the spastic quadriplegia subtype group  in which no 

GMFCS levels I and II were recorded, all the GMFCS disability Levels were represented in 

the hemiplegic and diplegic sub-groups. About two-thirds of the participants in the 

hemiplegic subtype (29 out 44) were mildly affected (GMFCS level I). 

Table 5: GMFCS distribution of STCP cases  

LEVEL Hemiplegia Diplegia Quadriplegia Total for level 

I 29 5 0 34 

II 9 2 0 11 

III 3 4 1 8 

IV 3 3 4 10 

All Groups 44 14 5 63 

 

4.3.3 Comparison between children with STCP and those from the TD group  

The sex distributions, ages and BMI were compared between the two groups. These were 

greater in the males in both groups Table 6 but the distribution was not statistically 

significantly associated with each group (Chi-square = 0.140, df = 1, p = 0.709). 

 

Table 6: Sex distribution (N = 145)  

 Male Female Total 

STCP 
35 28 63 

55.6% 44.4%  

TD 
43 39 82 

52.4% 47.6%  

All groups 78 67 145 
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4.3.4 Comparison of age, height, weight and BMI between the two groups (STCP: N = 

63, TD: N = 82)  

The age, height, weight and BMI of the two groups and the Shapiro Wilk test for normality 

are given in Table 7 below.  As all except BMI were found not to be normally distributed, 

non-parametric tests were used to compare these variables.   

Table 7: Comparison of age, height, weight and BMI between the two groups  

  Mean 

STCP 

SD 

STCP 
SW* 

P 

value 

Mean  

TD 
SD TD SW 

P 

value 

Age 

(years) 
11.9 2.92 0.928 0.001 11 3.04 0.907 

< 

0.001 

Height 

(cm) 
139.2 16.04 0.966 0.076 143.3 17.13 0.94 0.001 

Weight 

(kg) 
39.7 10.28 0.959 0.036 38.7 12.38 0.956 0.007 

BMI 

(kg.m-2) 
20.1 2.16 0.984 0.079 18.4 2.62 0.984 0.413 

 

There were no significant differences in age (p = 0.087), height (p = 0.213) or weight (p = 

0.457) between the two groups Table 8. The children with STCP were both shorter and 

heavier than the children in the TD group, and therefore the children with STCP had a 

significantly greater BMI compared with the latter group (p < 0.001). 

 

Table 8: Comparison of Mann-Whitney rank sum of age, height, weight and BMI 

between  the two groups (STCP: N = 63; TD: N = 82)  

 Rank Sum - 

SPTCP 

Rank Sum – 

TD 

U Z - adjusted p-value 

Age/years 5026 5560 2157 -1.71 0.087 

Height/cm 4287 6299 2271 1.24 0.213 

Weight/kg 4786 5799 2396 -0.74 0.457 

 t-value     

BMI -4.34    p < 0.001 
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Although there was no significant difference in the ranking of the ages of the two 

samples, histograms showed that there were younger children in the TD group than in the 

STCP group (Figure 14).  

 

 

 

Figure 14: Histogram of the ages of the two groups (CP N = 63 and TD N = 82)  

 

4.4 Muscle thickness  

Most of the muscle parameters were not normally distributed. In this section the raw data for 

muscle thickness are presented. The correlation between muscle thickness in the resting and 

active states was calculated. The correlation between age and muscle thickness was found to 

be strong and consequently muscle thickness values were normalised for age. The differences 

in normalised scores were compared for both states across the two groups. Finally the 
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difference between the normalised thickness of the relaxed and active states was calculated 

and this change in thickness was then compared between the two groups.  

4.4.1 Raw data: muscle thickness 

In both groups of children, for abdominal muscles in the resting and active states, the RA was 

the thickest, followed by IO, then EO and finally TrA, both at rest and when active (Table 9). 

In addition, the EO, IO and TrA became thinner after contraction in STCP children compared 

to those of the TD group, which were thicker on contraction. The exception, therefore, was 

the RA which was thicker on contraction in both groups of children. 

Figure 15 below shows a sonograph with markings (+ sign) showing the inter-fascial 

boundary between individual muscles. The vertical line indicated by MT specifically 

represents the IO thickness, while the obliquely running FL represents TrA fibre length. 

Figure 15: Picture showing all four abdominal muscles and the parameters measured 

by the US. SF = skin and superficial fascia, RA = rectus abdominis, EO = external 

oblique, IO = internal oblique, MT = muscle thickness, TrA = transversus abdominis, 

FL = fibre length and AC = abdominal cavity.  
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Figure 16 below shows the relative thickness of the three anterolateral abdominal muscles 

(EO, IO and TrA) of an individual with STCP during the active state. Note the aponeurosis 

creating demarcations between individual muscles. 

 

 

 

Figure 16: Picture showing the three anterolateral muscles. SF = skin and superficial 

fascia, AC = abdominal cavity. The RA is out of view.  
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Table 9: Muscle thickness at rest and in contraction, tests for normality and the 

difference between the resting and contracted states (STCP: N = 63, TD: N = 82)  

    Mean SD. SW* 
P 

value 

Difference 

between 

resting 

and 

active** 

SD of 

difference 

95% CI of 

difference 

STCP EO Th R (mm) 3.6 0.5 0.979 0.357       

  EO Th Ac (mm) 3.4 0.5 0.948 0.010 -0.3 0.2 -0.32- (-0.23) 

TD EO Th R (mm) 3.1 0.5 0.915 0.000       

  EO Th Ac (mm) 3.3 0.5 0.927 0.001 0.2 0.2 0.17-0.24 

STCP IO Th R (mm) 4.8 0.7 0.928 0.001       

  IO Th Ac (mm) 4.4 0.7 0.939 0.004 -0.3 0.2 -0.39-(-0.27) 

TD IO Th R (mm) 4.3 0.5 0.969 0.110       

  IO Th Ac (mm) 4.5 0.5 0.949 0.011 0.2 0.1 0.18-0.23 

STCP TrA Th R (mm) 2.9 0.5 0.909 0.000       

  TrA Th Ac (mm) 2.6 0.5 0.932 0.000 -0.3 0.1 -0.34-(-0.26) 

TD TrA Th R (mm) 2.1 0.5 0.939 0.001       

  TrA Th Ac (mm) 2.4 0.5 0.926 0.000 0.3 0.1 0.25-0.31 

STCP RA Th R (mm) 6.3 0.9 0.898 0.000       

  RA Th Ac (mm) 6.7 0.9 0.895 0.000 0.4 0.2 0.33-0.42 

TD RA Th R (mm) 5.4 0.6 0.970 0.051       

  RA Th Ac (mm) 6.0 0.6 0.980 0.231 0.5 0.2 0.49-0.57 

*Shapiro Wilk ** a negative value indicates that the muscle became thinner in the active 

state. 

As the distribution of almost all parameters were not normal, non-parametric tests were used 

from this point on.  

4.4.2 Correlations between the thicknesses of different muscles when at rest and in a 

contracted state  

Spearman’s correlation was performed on the raw scores as the each child’s score was 

compared with their own. As can be seen in (Table 10) below, the Spearman’s correlations 

between the measurements at rest and in the contracted state were all significant (p < 0.05) 

and ranged from rho = 0.63 between the TrA at rest and the IO active and 0.96 for the RA at 

rest and RA contracted.  The correlations between the resting and active muscle states ranged 

from 0.85 (TrA) and 0.96 (RA).  
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Table 10: Correlations between muscle thicknesses for the entire group (N = 145)  

 EO Th R 

(mm) 

IO Th R 

(mm) 

TrA Th 

R (mm) 

RA Th 

R (mm) 

EO Th 

Ac (mm) 

IO Th 

Ac (mm) 

TrA 

Th Ac 

(mm) 

IO Th R (mm) 0.85       

TrA Th R (mm) 0.86 0.80      

RA Th R (mm) 0.89 0.86 0.84     

EO Th Ac (mm) 0.85 0.76 0.65 0.76    

IO Th Ac (mm) 0.74 0.89 0.63 0.73 0.81   

TrA Th Ac 

(mm) 
0.76 0.77 0.86 0.76 0.75 0.75  

RA Th Ac (mm) 0.86 0.85 0.81 0.96 0.79 0.76 0.78 

Spearman’s  rho. All correlations significant at a p < 0.05 level R denotes at rest and Ac 

indicates the active state. 

4.4.3 Correlation of muscle thickness with age and BMI  

As noted above, there was a significant difference in BMI (STCP group was higher) and the 

children with STCP were almost a year older on average. Although the age difference was 

not significant, Figure 14 indicated that there were older children in the STCP group. In order 

to establish if the scoress should be normalized, either according to age or BMI, the 

correlations between the thickness of each muscle in the contracted and in the active state and 

BMI and Age were calculated and depicted in (Table 7 above) and (Figure 17 below) shows a 

scatter plot of age against raw) muscle thickness (non-standardised for both groups (N = 

145).  Although all correlations were significant, the correlations with BMI were much lower 

(range = 0.24 - 0.45) compared with the correlations with age in years (range = 0.77 - 0.87) 

and it was clear that muscle thickness increased with the age of the child. Consequently age 

was then used to normalise the muscle thickness scores and the normalised scores were then 

used in further calculations.  
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Resting muscle thickness against age in years for both groups
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Figure 17: Scatterplot of age against resting muscle thickness for both groups combined 

(N = 145),  raw data / (not normalised for age)  

 

4.4.4 The relationship between resting muscle thickness and age  

As shown in Figure 17 above, there is a positive correlation between age and muscle 

thickness at rest. The order of thickness at rest ranges from RA > IO > EO > TrA.  
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Table 11: Muscle thickness normalised for age (N = 63 in STCP and N = 82 in TD)  

 STCP TD 

Normalised  Mean Std.D S Wilks SW p Mean Std.D S Wilks SW p 

Resting values         

EO Th norm R 0.32 0.05 0.92 <0.001 0.23 0.05 0.92 < 0.001 

IO Th norm R 0.41 0.06 0.96 0.320 0.40 0.08 0.93 < 0.001 

TrA Th nom R 0.25 0.03 0.98 0.268 0.19 0.03 0.92 < 0.001 

RA Th norm R 0.55 0.08 0.94 0.005 0.52 0.10 0.93 < 0.001 

Active values         

EO Th norm Ac 0.29 0.04 0.94 0.005 0.31 0.06 0.94 < 0.001 

IO Th norm Ac 0.38 0.06 0.96 0.030 0.42 0.08 0.93 < 0.001 

TrA Th norm Ac 0.22 0.03 0.98 0.238 0.22 0.04 0.95 0.003 

RA Th norm Ac 0.58 0.08 0.93 0.002 0.57 0.11 0.93 < 0.001 

 

4.4.5 Muscle thickness normalised for age  

Reducing the effect of age by dividing with age did not change the relationship between 

muscle thickness and age as shown in Table 11 above. The means of the age-normalised 

thickness showed a significant thickness at rest and on contraction in in all (SWp < 0.001) 

and SWp = 0.003 for TrA active.  As with the raw data, the distributions were not normal and 

non-parametric statistics were used from this point on as shown in Table 12 below. 
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Table 12: Muscle thickness normalised for age (N = 63 STCP, N = 82 TD) 

STCP TD 

Median Minimum Maximum Median Minimum Maximum 

Resting 

EO Th norm R 0.31 0.25 0.43 0.28 0.22 0.37 

IO Th norm R 0.41 0.31 0.54 0.40 0.29 0.57 

TrA Th norm R 0.25 0.19 0.31 0.19 0.15 0.30 

RA Th norm R 0.54 0.43 0.71 0.51 0.38 0.71 

Active 

EO Th norm Ac 0.28 0.23 0.43 0.30 0.23 0.43 

IO Th norm Ac 0.38 0.30 0.50 0.41 0.31 0.60 

TrA Th norm 

Ac 
0.22 0.17 0.29 0.22 0.16 0.33 

RA Th norm Ac 0.57 0.46 0.77 0.56 0.41 0.77 

4.4.6 Medians of muscle thickness normalised for age 

The relative thicknesses of the muscles in the two groups did not alter as the medians of the 

normalized data (Table 12 above) similarly indicated that RA was the thickest muscle, 

followed by IO, EO and then TrA. The median of the thickness of all the muscles was greater 

at rest in the STCP group, but the picture was less clear in the active state with EO and IO 

being thicker and RA being thinner (statistical comparison done below). 

4.4.7 Comparison of the muscle thickness between the two groups 

The resting and active normalised thickness of the muscle groups were compared (Table 13 

below).  In the resting state, EO and TrA were significantly thicker in the STCP and on 

contraction IO was thicker in the TD group.  Although the median of RA was lower in the 

STCP group, the rank ordering was significantly higher in the TD group as shown in (Table 

13 below). 
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Table 13: Comparison of Mann-Whitney rank sum for resting and active states 

thickness of all muscles between the two groups (normalised for age). (STCP: N = 63; 

TD: N = 82)  

 
Rank Sum - 

STCP 

Rank 

Sum – TD 
U Z - adjusted p-value 

Resting      

EO Th norm R 5494 5091 1688 3.6 < 0.001 

IO Th norm R 4913 5672 2269 1.3 0.211 

TrA Th norm R 6550 4035 632 7.8 < 0.001 

RA Th norm R 5143 5443 2040 2.2 0.030 

Active      

EO Th norm Ac 4152 6434 2136 -1.8 0.074 

IO Th norm Ac 3927 6658 1911 -2.7 0.007 

TrA Th norm 

Ac 
4618 5968 2565 0.1 0.943 

RA Th norm Ac 4873 5712 2309 1.1 0.275 

 

4.4.8 Change in age-normalised muscle thickness from resting to active state  

The difference between the normalised resting and active states were calculated ( Table 14). 

The medians scores show a decrease for the EO, IO and TrA in the STCP group whereas the 

RA showed a positive change from the resting to the active state. The median scores for the 

TD group showed positive results. 

Table 14: Median values of the change in muscle thickness in the normalised scores 

between resting and active state in the two groups (STCP: N = 63, TD: N = 82)  

 STCP  TD 

 Median Minimum Maximum Median Minimum Maximum 

EO Th dif norm -0.02 -0.07 0.01 0.02 -0.01 0.06 

IO Th dif norm -0.03 -0.11 0.02 0.02 0.00 0.09 

TrA Th dif norm -0.03 -0.06 0.00 0.03 -0.01 0.07 

RA Th dif norm 0.03 0.01 0.09 0.05 -0.02 0.09 
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Figure 18: Comparison of change in muscle thickness from rest to contraction for all 

four muscles in the two groups (STCP: N = 63; TD: N = 82)  
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Figure 19: Graphical representation of changes in EO thickness from resting to active 

state against categorised ages in years for both groups  
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Change in thickness of RA from resting to active state
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Figure 20: Graphical representation of changes in RA thickness from resting to active 

state against categorised ages in years for both groups  

 

4.4.9 Changes in muscles thickness from rest to active amongst age categories  

The age groups of the children were categorized as one = seven to nine–years, two = ten- to 

twelve-years and three = thirteen to sixteen-years and the changes in thickness and EMG 

from rest to activity were compared between TD and STCP children at each age. In each case 

the EO, IO and TrA showed less change from rest to activity and decreased in thickness as 

shown in Figure 19 above.  (NB: The plot of changes in EO thickness against age represents 

the typical changes observed in the three anterolateral abdominal muscles - EO, IO & TrA). 

The age of the children did not influence the amount of change as can be seen by the overlap 

in the 95% CIs of each age.  
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As noted before, the difference between RA in the TD and children with STCP was less 

marked and in the younger and older age groups, the 95% CIs overlapped as shown in Figure 

20 above.  

4.4.10 Comparison of rank sum of the change in muscle thickness from resting to active 

states for all muscles between the two groups (STCP: N = 63; TD: N = 82)  

As shown in (Table 15 below), the muscles of the TD children all showed a greater change in 

thickness from rest to the active state. For EO, IO and TrA in the STCP group, all 

measurements of muscle thickness decreased as shown from the Mann-Whitney rank sums, 

but not for RA.  The test results also indicate that the amount of change was significantly 

greater in the TD group for each muscle (p < 0.001). 

Table 15: Comparison of rank sum of the difference between resting and active states 

for all muscles between the two groups  

Rank Sum 

– STCP

Rank Sum 

– TD
U 

Z – 

adjusted 
p-value

EO Th dif  norm 2074 8512 58 -10.1 < 0.001 

IO Th dif  norm 2086 8499 70 -10.0 < 0.001 

TrA Th dif 

norm 
2021 8565 5 -10.3 < 0.001 

RA Th dif norm 3108 7478 1092 -5.9 < 0.001 

4.5 Muscle parameters – pennation angle (PA) 

A similar process of analysis as that applied to muscle thickness was used to analyse the PA 

data.  Once again age was found to be highly correlated with PA and age-normalised scores 

were calculated and used for the analyses. Note that there are no values for the pennation 

angle and for muscle fibre length for RA as the muscle was found to have a numerical PA 

value of zero, therefore only muscle thickness was recorded and analysed for RA in both 

groups. 

4.5.1 Descriptive statistics for PA between the two groups (STCP: N = 63, TD: N = 82) 

The raw PA scores for the two groups were presented in Table 16 below. The PA of all of 

these muscles in both groups during the resting and active states was less than three degrees 

The PA decreased in the STCP group from rest to active state while it increased in the 



98 

children from the TD group from rest to active state in all the three muscles (EO, IO & TrA). 

The standard deviations for all three sets of muscles in both groups were shown to be within 

narrow ranges.  

Table 16: Pennation angle raw scores at rest and in the contracted state, tests for 

normality and the difference between the resting and contracted states (STCP: N = 63, 

TD: N = 82)  

Mean SD. SW P 

value 

Difference 

between 

resting 

and active 

SD of 

difference 

95% CI of 

difference 

STCP EO PA R 1.9 0.26 0.961 0.042 

EO PA Ac 1.8 0.21 0.942 0.005 -0.05 0.16 -0.09-(-0.01)

TD EO PA R 1.6 0.20 0.963 0.054 

EO PA Ac 1.9 0.25 0.939 0.004 0.27 0.23 0.22-0.32 

STCP IO PA R 
2.1 0.23 0.874 

< 

0.001 

IO PA Ac 

(mm) 
2.0 0.22 0.945 

< 

0.007 
-0.1 0.14 -0.13-(0.07)

TD IO PA R 
1.9 0.20 0.884 

< 

0.001 

IO PA Ac 

(mm) 
2.1 0.18 0.946 0.002 0.18 0.11 0.15-0.20 

STCP TrA PA R 
1.6 0.21 0.903 

< 

0.001 

TrA PA Ac 
1.5 0.22 0.931 

< 

0.001 
-0.06 0.16 -0.1-(-0.02)

TD TrA PA R 
1.2 0.30 0.925 

< 

0.001 

TrA PA Ac 1.4 0.32 0.958 0.010 0.18 0.17 0.14-0.21 

SW = Shapiro Wilk 

4.5.2 Correlations between the PA and the individual muscles during the resting and 

active states for both groups (STCP: N = 145)  

Figure 17 below indicates that the ranking of all the scores correlated positively between 

muscles at (rest rho = 0.55 IO resting and TrA resting to 0.74 for EO and TrA resting). No 
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correlation was seen between the resting and active states for any of the muscles rho = 0.18 to 

0.30. Only the PA of EO and IO correlated fairly during the active state (rho = 0.65), while 

PA of TrA showed no correlation with any of the muscles during the contracted state (rho = 

0.32 and 0.37).  

Table 17: Spearman’s correlations between the pennation angles of the different 

muscles in their resting and active states. (N = 145)  

 EO PA R IO PA R TrA PA R EO PA Ac IO PA Ac  

IO PA R 0.59     

TrA PA R 0.74 0.55    

EO PA Ac 0.45 0.46 0.23   

IO PA Ac  0.30 0.64 0.18 0.65  

TrA PA Ac 0.66 0.56 0.77 0.32 0.37 

Spearman’s rho, All correlations significant at a p < 0.05 level 

4.5.3 Correlation of PA with age and BMI  

The results of Spearman correlation test between the pennation angle and age as well as for 

PA and BMI indicated that the pennation angles were highly significantly correlated with age 

and to a lesser extent with BMI  Table 18 below. Consequently, the data were normalised for 

age.  

Table 18: Correlation of pennation angle with Age and BMI  

 Age/years BMI 

EO PA R 0.65 0.36* 

IO PA R 0.68 0.28* 

TrA PA R 0.66 0.39* 

EO PA 

Ac 
0.46 0.13 

IO PA Ac  0.59 0.06 

TrA PA 

Ac 
0.77 0.41* 

All correlations with age were significant at p < 0.001 level or at a p < 0.05 level (those 

marked with *).  
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4.5.4 Pennation angles normalised for age 

As with the raw data, the normalised pennation angles were not normally distributed 

Table 19 and from this point on non-parametric statistics were used for analysis.  

Table 19: Pennation angles normalised for age (N = 63 in STCP and N = 82 in TD) 

STCP TD 

Mea

n 

Std.

D 

Shapir

o Wilks

p 

value 

Mea

n 

Std.

D 

Shapir

o Wilks

p 

value 

EO PA norm  R 
0.17 0.04 0.925 

< 

0.001 
0.15 0.03 0.916 

< 

0.001 

IO PA norm R 
0.19 0.04 0.942 0.006 0.19 0.04 0.939 

< 

0.001 

TrA PA norm R 0.14 0.03 0.927 0.001 0.11 0.02 0.945 0.002 

EO PA norm Ac 
0.16 0.04 0.925 

< 

0.001 
0.18 0.04 0.928 

< 

0.001 

IO PA norm Ac 
0.18 0.04 0.937 0.003 0.20 0.05 0.940 

< 

0.001 

TrA PA norm 

Ac 
0.13 0.02 0.964 0.059 0.13 0.02 0.945 0.002 

The medians and ranges of the normalised pennation angles indicate that the pennation angles 

of IO at rest and in the active state were the greatest in both groups Table 20. 
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Table 20: Medians of pennation angles normalised for age (N = 63 STCP and N = 82 

TD)  

STCP TD 

Median Min Max Median Min Max 

Resting 

EO PA  norm R 0.16 0.11 0.26 0.15 0.11 0.23 

IO PA norm R 0.18 0.13 0.29 0.18 0.11 0.28 

TrA PA norm  R 0.13 0.10 0.23 0.11 0.07 0.16 

Active 

EO PA norm Ac 0.15 0.11 0.29 0.17 0.11 0.27 

IO PA norm Ac 0.17 0.12 0.26 0.20 0.13 0.31 

TrA PA norm 

Ac 
0.13 0.09 0.20 0.12 0.08 0.19 

As already stated, generally PA decreased in STCP cases from rest to active states and 

increased in the TD as indicated by median scores in the Table 20 above.  

4.5.5 Comparison of the normalised pennation angle between the two groups (STCP: N 

= 63, TD: N = 82)  

The results of the comparison between age-normalised resting and active pennation angles 

are presented in Table 21.  The ranking of the pennation angles of the TrA at rest were 

significantly greater in the STCP, whereas the ranking of the pennation angles of the EO and 

IO in the TD group during the active state were significantly greater.  
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Table 21: Comparison of Mann-Whitney rank sum for resting and active pennation 

angles of all muscles between the two groups (normalised for age). (STCP = 63, TD = 

82)  

 
Rank Sum – 

STCP 

Rank Sum – 

TD 
U 

Z – 

adjusted 
p-value 

EO PA norm R 5005 5580 2177 -1.62 0.105 

IO PA norm R 4636 5950 2547 -0.14 0.886 

TrA PA norm R 6215 4370 967 -6.45 
< 0. 

001 

EO PA norm Ac 3910 6676 1894 2.75 0.006 

IO PA norm Ac 3775 6811 1759 3.29 0.001 

TrA PA Ac norm 5108 5477 2074 -2.03 0.042 

 

As can be seen in the graphical representation of the normalised pennation angles during the 

active state in Figure 21, TrA showed a smaller pennation angle on contraction in the TD 

group. 
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Figure 21: Comparison between the PA angles of the STCP and TD group in the active 

state. (STCP: N = 63, TD:N = 82)  
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4.5.6 Change in pennation angle from rest to active state 

The change in the age- normalised pennation angles from the resting to the active state were 

calculated and the results shown in Table 22 below. The results of the median scores are 

similar between the two groups Table 22. The TD children had a greater change, with the 

pennation angle increasing on contraction. In contrast individuals in the STCP showed a 

decrease or no change in pennation angle. From Table 23 below, a significant difference 

between the STCP and TD groups is shown in the Mann-Whitney rank sums (p < 0.001).  

Table 22: Change in normalised pennation angle from resting to active state in both 

groups (N = 145)  

STCP TD 

N Median Min Max N Median Min Max 

EO dif PA norm 63 0.00 -0.04 0.05 82 0.02 0.00 0.11 

IO dif PA norm 63 -0.01 -0.06 0.05 82 0.02 -0.02 0.09 

TrA dif PA norm 63 0.00 -0.06 0.03 82 0.01 -0.02 0.08 

Table 23: Comparison of the Mann-Whitney rank sum for the change in pennation 

angle from resting to active state (STCP: N = 63, TD: N = 82)  

Rank Sum – 

STCP 

Rank Sum 

– TD
U Z - adjusted p-value

EO dif PA 2594 7992 577.5 8.046 < 0.001 

IO dif PA 2256 8329 240.0 9.384 < 0.001 

TrA dif PA 2766 7820 749.5 7.345 < 0.001 
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Figure 22: Comparison of change in pennation angle from resting to active state 

between the two groups (STCP: N = 63, TD: N = 82)  

 

4.6 Muscle parameters – fibre length  

4.6.1 Raw data: fibre length  

The results of the descriptive statistics for fibre length in the two groups Table 24 showed 

that the fibre length in children decreased from rest to the active state in all muscles in both 

groups of children, apart from TrA in the TD group (95% CI = -2.1 to 3.3, p = 0.038). The 

fibre lengths were generally longest in IO, followed by EO and then TrA. In every case they 

decreased from the resting to the active state, although the change in TrA was small in the TD 

group. 

 

 

 



105 

 

Table 24: Resting and active fibre length scores, tests for normality and the difference 

between the resting and contracted states (STCP: N = 63; TD: N = 82) [see overleaf]  

*Shapiro Wilk 

    Mean SD. 
SW

* 

P 

value 

Differenc

e between 

resting 

and active 

SD of 

differenc

e 

95% CI 

of 

differenc

e 

STCP 
EO FL 

R (mm) 
112.2 

14.

6 
0.96 0.025       

  

EO FL 

Ac 

(mm) 

106 
15.

6 
0.96 0.031 6.2 12.2 3.1-9.2 

TD 
EO FL 

R (mm) 
108.5 

10.

2 
0.96 0.018       

  

EO FL 

Ac 

(mm) 

99.6 
11.

7 
0.98 0.237 8.8 11.8 6.3-11.4 

STCP 
IO FL 

R (mm) 
129.7 

13.

4 
0.98 0.381       

  

IO FL 

Ac 

(mm) 

126.7 
16.

1 
0.98 0.403 3.0 11.3 0.2-5.9 

TD 
IO FL 

R (mm) 
126.4 

12.

7 
0.97 0.030       

  

IO FL 

Ac 

(mm) 

121.2 
11.

4 
0.95 0.003 5.1 7.3 3.5-6.8 

STCP 

TrA 

FL R 

(mm) 

103.8 
16.

3 
0.96 0.068       

  

TrA 

FL Ac 

(mm) 

96.2 
12.

8 
0.96 0.033 7.6 11.9 4.6-10.6 

TD 

TrA 

FL R 

(mm) 

103.4 
13.

6 
0.97 0.038       

  

TrA 

FL Ac 

(mm) 

102.8 
15.

3 
0.97 0.038 0.6 12.2 -2.1-3.3 
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4.6.2 Correlations between the fibre length at rest and in contracted state  

Spearman’s correlation was performed on the raw scores as the each child’s score was 

compared with their own. Intra-muscle correlation between the resting and active states 

ranged from rho = 0.53 (EO) to rho = 0.75 (IO). 

Table 25: Spearman’s correlation between the fibre length of all the muscles at the 

resting and active states for both groups (N = 145)  

 
EO FL R 

(mm) 

IO FL R 

(mm) 

TrA FL 

R (mm) 

EO FL 

Ac (mm) 

IO FL 

Ac (mm) 

IO FL R (mm) 0.26     

TrA FL R (mm) 0.27 0.19    

EO FL Ac 

(mm) 
0.53 0.46 0.23   

IO FL Ac (mm) 0.33 0.75 0.17 0.54  

TrA FL Ac 

(mm) 
0.03 -0.05 0.63 0.02 -0.05 

Spearman’s rho, All correlations significant at a p < 0.05 level 

4.6.3 Correlation of fibre length with Age and BMI  

The relationship between age and BMI was determined using the Spearman’s correlation test 

and the results obtained were presented in  Table 26 below. All correlations were significant 

at p < 0.005; the correlation with age was significantly greater than with BMI, therefore fibre 

length was also standardised with age.   
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Table 26: Correlation of muscle fibre length (raw data) with Age (years) and BMI 

(kgm-2) (N = 145)  

 Age/years BMI 

Resting   

EO FL R (mm) 0.54** 0.26* 

IO FL R (mm) 0.42** 0.20* 

TrA FL R 

(mm) 
0.28* -0.002 

Active   

EO FL Ac 

(mm) 
0.58** 0.18* 

IO FL Ac 

(mm) 
0.48** 0.22* 

TrA FL Ac 

(mm) 
0.06 -0.26* 

**p < 0.01, *p < 0.05 

The results from Table 26 above shows no correlation between fibre length and BMI, (rho = -

002 to 0.26). Age and fibre length showed a slightly positive correlation (rho = 0.42 to 0.58 

for EO and IO). Although the TrA active was not correlated with age (rho = – 0.002 TrA 

resting and rho = -0.26 TrA active), it would have been difficult to compare this value with 

the others if it had not been normalised. The fibre lengths were subsequently normalised for 

age. 

4.6.4 Comparison of the fibre lengths between the two groups  

A comparison between the rankings of the normalised fibre lengths (Table 27 below) 

indicated that there was no significant difference between the resting lengths of the two 

groups with the exception of TrA in the active state. However, in every muscle the fibre 

length was ranked higher (longer) in the TD group. 
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Table 27: Comparison of resting and active muscle fibre lengths of all muscles between 

the two groups (normalised for age) (STCP: N = 63, TD: N = 82)  

 
Rank  Sum 

– STCP  

Rank 

Sum - TD 
U 

Z - 

adjusted 
p-value 

Resting      

EO FL norm R 4305 6280 2289 -1.17 0.242 

IO FL norm R 4362 6223 2346 -0.94 0.345 

TrA FL norm R 4214 6371 2198 -1.53 0.125 

Active      

EO FL norm Ac 4497 6088 2481 -0.40 0.686 

IO FL norm Ac 4441 6144 2425 -0.63 0.530 

TrA FL norm Ac 3947 6638 1931 -2.60 0.009 

 

4.6.5 Change in fibre length from rest to active state (STCP: N = 63, TD: N = 82)  

The changes in age-normalised fibre length from rest to active states for the STCP and TD 

groups were tested with a Mann-Whitney rank sum statistic and the results shown in Table 28 

below. A statistically significant difference was observed in TrA normalised data with the 

STCP showing a greater decrease in fibre length.   

 

Table 28: Comparison of the Mann-Whitney rank sum for the change in normalised 

muscle fibre length from resting to active state (STCP: N = 63, TD: N = 82)  

 

 

 

 Rank Sum – STCP Rank Sum - TD Z – adjusted p-value 

EO FL dif norm 4864 5721 1.06 0.291 

IO dif FL norm 4171 6414 -1.71 0.088 

TrA dif FL norm 5430 5155 3.31 0.001 
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4.7 EMG Parameters 

4.7.1 Raw data: EMG  

The raw scores of the EMG for the different muscles groups are depicted in Table 29 

below. In every case the EMG increases considerably on contraction. The change in EMG 

activity from rest to active is lowest in EO & IO greatest for RA in the STCP group (95% CI 

= 37.0 to 38.6 and 84.8 to 85.4 respectively). The data are not normally distributed therefore 

non-parametric tests were used. 
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Table 29: Descriptive statistics for EMG raw scores  

    Mean SD SW* P value 

Difference 

between 

resting and 

active 

SD of 

difference 

95% CI 

of 

difference 

STCP 
EO R  

EMG (Hz) 
85 2.3 0.93 0.002       

  
EO Ac 

EMG  (Hz) 
123.1 2.5 0.81 <  0.001 38.1 2.1 37.6-38.6- 

TD 
EO R  

EMG (Hz) 
11.8 1.6 0.88 <  0.001       

  
EO Ac 

EMG  (Hz) 
107.3 1.8 0.79 <  0.001 95.5 1.5 95.1-98.0 

STCP 
IO R EMG  

(Hz) 
89.9 4 0.91 <  0.001       

  
IO Ac 

EMG (Hz) 
127.5 3.8 0.83 < 0.001 37.7 2.8 37.0-38.4 

TD 
IO R EMG  

(Hz) 
11.6 1.6 0.84 <  0.001       

  
IO Ac 

EMG (Hz) 
110.8 2 0.80 <  0.001 99.2 1.7 98.6- 99.8 

STCP 
RA R 

EMG (Hz) 
12.2 1.4 0.91 <  0.001       

  
RA Ac 

EMG (Hz) 
97.3 1.8 0.90 <  0.001 85.1 1.2 84.8-85.4 

TD 
RA R 

EMG (Hz) 
11.4 1.4 0.84 <  0.001       

  
RA Ac 

EMG (Hz) 
97 1.8 0.91 <  0.001 85.6 1.3 85.3-88.3 

*SW = Shapiro Wilks 

 

4.7.2 Correlation of EMG with age and BMI  

The relationship between EMG and age was not as strong as it was for the other parameters  

(refer to Table 30 below) and for some subjects the relationship between  EMG and BMI was 

stronger.  However, when the two groups were analysed separately, age had generally a much 

stronger negative relationship with EMG. A negative relationship between BMI and EMG 
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also emerged, which was stronger in the TD  group than for  the children with STCP as 

shown in Table 31 below. 

Table 30: Correlation of raw EMG score with Age and BMI (N = 145)  

 Age in years (rho) BMI (Kg.m-2) (rho) 

Resting values   

EO R  EMG  (Hz) -0.27* 0.16 

IO R  EMG (Hz) -0.28* 0.16 

RA R  EMG (Hz) -0.67* -0.08 

Active values     

EO Ac  EMG (Hz -0.16 0.19** 

RA Ac  EMG (Hz -0.16 0.18** 

IO Ac  EMG (Hz) -0.70* -0.21** 

*Significant at p < 0.001 level. ** Significant at p < 0.05 level. 
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Table 31: Spearman’s rho correlations of EMG (Hz) with age and BMI for both groups 

separately (STCP = 63, TD = 82)  

 STCP - 63 TD – 82 

Resting - Age Spearman p-value Spearman p-value 

EO R  EMG FREQ (Hz) -0.71 p < 0.001 -0.84 p < 0.001 

IO R EMG FREQ (Hz) -0.73 p < 0.001 -0.88 p < 0.001 

RA R EMG FREQ (Hz) -0.61 p < 0.001 -0.89 p < 0.001 

Active - Age       

EO Ac EMG FREQ (Hz) -0.26 0.036 -0.76 p < 0.001 

IO Ac EMG FREQ (Hz) -0.32 0.012 -0.74 p < 0.001 

RA Ac EMG FREQ (Hz) -0.64 p < 0.001 -0.81 p < 0.001 

Resting - BMI     

BMI & EO R EMG FREQ 

(Hz) 
-0.04 0.764 -0.36 0.001 

BMI & IO R EMG FREQ 

(Hz) 
-0.06 0.653 -0.36 0.001 

BMI & RA R EMG FREQ 

(Hz) 
0.00 0.974 -0.31 0.004 

Active - BMI     

BMI & EO Ac EMG FREQ 

(Hz) 
-0.11 0.400 -0.27 0.015 

BMI & IO Ac EMG FREQ 

(Hz) 
-0.03 0.793 -0.34 0.002 

BMI & RA Ac EMG FREQ 

(Hz) 
-0.07 0.578 -0.39 p < 0.001 

 

4.7.3 Correlations of EMG with age and BMI for both groups separately (STCP = 63, 

TD = 82)  

As age was observed to have a strong negative correlation, the EMG scores were 

subsequently divided by the age of the participant for standardisation.   The descriptive 

statistics for the age-normalised EMG score for both groups, and the change in age-

normalised EMG activity were presented in Table 32 below. 
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Table 32: Descriptive Statistics for normalised EMG score for the two groups (STCP: N 

= 63; TD: N = 82)  

 STCP TD 

 Median Min Max Median Min Max 

Resting       

EO EMG norm R 7.2 5.1 12.6 1.1 0.6 2.1 

IO EMG norm R 7.7 5.3 13.6 1.1 0.6 2.1 

RA EMG norm R 1.1 0.6 2.1 1.1 0.6 2.1 

Active             

EO EMG norm Ac 10.4 7.5 17.7 10.6 6.4 15.7 

IO EMG norm Ac 10.8 7.7 18.6 11.0 6.6 16.4 

RA EMG norm Ac 8.1 5.9 14.1 9.6 5.9 14.4 

Difference in 

normalised score 
            

EO EMG norm dif 3.3 2.2 5.1 9.4 5.7 13.9 

IO EMG norm dif 3.2 2.3 5.1 9.8 6.0 14.4 

RA EMG norm dif 7.1 5.3 12.3 8.4 5.3 12.7 

 

4.7.4 Descriptive Statistics for normalised EMG score for the two groups (STCP: N = 

63; TD: N = 82)  

The normalised score for EMG scores and the changes in EMG activity between resting and 

active states were presented in Table 32 above. The t-test showed differences in the resting 

EMG of the STCP and TD group. The median scores at rest for the EO and IO are higher (7.2 

and 7.7) than the RA (median = 1.1) in the STCP group. The EMG activity for EO and IO in 

the STCP group at rest is higher than the TD group (median 1.1). The EMG activity of RA at 

rest in both groups is similar (median = 1.1). 

Results also show differences in the changes in EMG activity from rest to active states in the 

EO and IO muscles for the STCP and the TD group (median = 3.2 to 3.3 and 9.4 to 9.8 

respectively). The changes in the EMG activity for RA in both groups are comparable 

(median = 7.1 and 8.4) for STCP and TD respectively.  
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4.7.5 Correlation between the EMG of different muscles at rest and in the contracted 

state for the STCP group (N = 63)  

Table 33 below shows results of Spearman’s rho between the EMG activity of the various 

muscles at rest and in the active state for the STCP group. EMG activity for all the muscles 

are highly correlated when relaxed (rho = 0.75 to 0.93). There is no correlation between the 

resting and active EMG activity among the muscles (rho = 0.11 to 0.19). The EO and IO are 

the most correlated during the active states (rho = 0.92). The correlation for RA and the other 

muscles is lowest during the active state (rho = 0.46 and 0.49) between it and respectively for 

the EO and IO. 

Table 33: Spearman’s correlation between the EMG of different muscles at rest and in 

the contracted state for the STCP group (N = 63)  

4.7.6 Correlation between the EMG of different muscles at rest and in the contracted 

state for the TD group (N = 82)  

The results in Table 34 below shows the Spearman’s rho correlation among the individual 

muscles in the TD group. All the muscles are highly correlated during when at rest (rho = 

0.84 to 0.90). No correlation shown amongst muscles between the resting and contracted 

state, (rho = -0.31 to -0.07). The lowest correlation amongst muscles on contraction existed 

between the RA (rho = 0.46 and 0.49) and EO & IO respectively. The oblique muscles show 

strong correlation during the active state (rho = 0.93). 

EO R 

EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 

IO R EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 

RA R 

EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 

EO Ac 

EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 

IO Ac 

EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 

IO R EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 
0.93 

RA R EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 
0.77 0.75 

EO Ac EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 
0.11 0.17 -0.04

IO Ac EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 
0.12 0.16 -0.05 0.92 

RA Ac EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 
0.16 0.19 0.08 0.45 0.49 
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Table 34: Spearman’s correlation between the EMG of different muscles at rest and in 

the contracted state for the TD group (N = 82)  

 
EO R EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 

IO R EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 

RA R EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 

EO Ac EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 

IO Ac EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 

IO R EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 
0.90     

RA R EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 
0.84 0.87    

EO Ac EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 
-0.11 -0.07 -0.08   

IO Ac EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 
-0.12 -0.08 -0.06 0.93  

RA Ac EMG 

FREQ (Hz) 
-0.31 -0.22 -0.20 0.46 0.49 

 

4.7.7 Correlation between normalised EMG activity and change in muscle thickness 

The Spearman’s correlation results in Table 35 above shows no association between changes 

in normalised EMG activity and muscle thickness from the resting to the active state in the 

STCP group. A weak but significantly positive correlations (p = 0.008) were recorded for the 

RA in the STCP group similar to the correlations shown in the TD group.  

 

Table 35: Spearman’s Rank Correlation between changes in normalised in EMG 

activity and changes in normalised muscle thickness from rest to active states  

 STCP rho t(N-2) p-value TD rho t(N-2) p-value 

EO dif norm & EMG EO 

Th dif norm 
-0.386 -3.27 0.002 0.517 5.405 p < 0.001 

IO dif norm & EMG IO 

Th dif norm 
-0.199 -1.59 0.117 0.516 5.382 p < 0.001 

RA dif norm & EMG RA 

Th dif norm 
0.329 2.72 0.008 0.510 5.297  p < 0.001 
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Figure 23: Graphical representation of changes in RA thickness from resting to active 

state against categorised ages in years for both groups (N = 145). 

Key: 1 = 7 – 9 years; 2 = 10 – 12 years and 3 = 13 – 16 years.  

4.7.8 Correlation between EMG activity and age categories for the two groups 

(N = 145)  

With regard to the changes in EMG activity, there was overlap between each age category 

and between the two groups as shown in (Figure 23 above). It can be concluded that the 

action of RA is similar at each age between the two groups.  However, the actions of EO, IO 

and TrA are consistently different at each  age.  There is no evidence that the children with 

STCP demonstrate more primitive patterns and are delayed in the development of abdominal 

muscle control.  Rather, the patterns of muscle recruitment are abnormal at each age and 

remain so.  

4.8 Functional parameters 

4.8.1 Scores for the gross motor function measure (GMFM) 

As the GMFM is an ordinal scale, non-parametric statistics were used. The median score was 

58 with a range of 28 - 86. A histogram of the scores is given in Figure 24 below. 
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Figure 24: Histogram of the GMFM scores (N = 42)  

 

4.8.2 Relationship between the GMFM scores for each of the GMFCS (disability) levels  

As can be seen in (Table 36 below) the GMFM scores decreased as the GMFCS level 

increased (i.e. as child became more disabled). There was a significant difference in the rank 

ordering of each level (Kruskall-Wallis H (3, N= 42) = 35.17; p > 0.001). Post-hoc analysis 

indicated that the differences lay between levels at least one level apart (e.g. between I and 

III, and IV). This relationship is shown graphically by the box and whiskers plots in Figure 

25 below. 

 

 

 

 



118 

 

Table 36: Differences between the GMFM scores for each of the GMFCS levels  

Level  1 - :36.955 2 - R:25.150 3 - R:16.273 4 - R:6.6000 

1  0.166 0.000 0.000 

2 0.166  0.586 0.004 

3 0.000 0.586  0.427 

4 0.000 0.004 0.427  
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Figure 25: Box-Whiskers Plot of the GMFM scores against the various GMFCS levels 

(N = 42)  

Note that level 1 of the GMFCS grading denotes mild form of the condition while level 4 in 

this study stands for the severe form of spasticity.  
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4.8.3 Relationship between GMFM and muscle parameters  

Table 37 below shows the Spearman’s correlation between the GMFM and changes in 

muscle thickness during active and resting states.  The only significant correlation found 

between the GMFM and the different parameters was with the change in IO thickness 

significant which was a positive correlation rho = 0.342, (p = 0.026).  

Table 37: Spearman’s Rank Order Correlation between GMFM and the change in 

muscle thickness and EMG activity (STCP; N = 42)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.9 Scores for the physiological cost index (PCI) test  

As the data were continuous and normally distributed in each group ( Figure 26 ), parametric 

statistics were used except when comparisons with non-normal variables were made. 

 Spearman - R t(N-2) p-value 

EO Th dif 

norm 
0.084 0.534 0.596 

IO Th dif 

norm 
0.342 2.305 0.026 

TrA Th dif 

norm 
0.113 0.718 0.477 

RA Th dif 

norm 
-0.007 -0.045 0.965 

EO EMG dif 0.34 2.3 0.026 

 IO EMG dif 0.34 2.3 0.028 

RA EMG dif 0.43 3.0 0.004 
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Figure 26: Histograms of the PCI scores (hb/m) for the two groups (N = 36 in each 

group). Shapiro Wilks = 0.958 (p = 0.190) in the STCP group and 0.953 (p = 0.134) in 

the TD group  

 

4.9.1 Correlation between PCI and BMI and age  

The correlation between BMI and PCI was negative in each group in other words as the age 

increased the PCI decreased as shown in Table 38 below. The correlation was very high in 

the STCP group, -0.961. There was no correlation between BMI and PCI. 
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Table 38: Spearman’s rho between PCI and BMI and Age for the two groups (STCP: N 

= 36; TD: N = 36)  

STCP Valid - N Spearman - R p-value 

PCI SCORES (hb/min) & Age/years 36 -0.961 p < 0.001 

PCI SCORES (hb/min) & BMI 36 -0.084 0.625 

TD    

PCI SCORES (hb/min) & Age/years 36 -0.72 p < 0.001 

PCI SCORES (hb/min) & BMI 36 -0.21 0.211 

 

The PCI was therefore normalised for age. However, when dependent statistics were 

calculated, such as correlations, the absolute values were used as the effect of division by the 

same age would result in a falsely inflated correlation co-efficient. 

4.9.2 Correlation between PCI against GMFM  

Analysis shows a significantly negative correlation exists between the GMFM scores and 

PCI, (rho = -0.53, p = 0.002). In other words, the lower the GMFM score, the greater the 

energy expenditure. A graphical representation of the relationship between PCI scores and 

disability levels is displayed in Figure 27 below. 

Correlation between PCI against GMFM scoress

GMFM SCORES (%)

PCI SCORES (hb/min)

 

Figure 27: Energy expenditure measured by PCI against disability (GMFM) levels (N = 

36)  
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4.9.3 PCI, muscle parameters and EMG 

Table 39: Correlation between PCI scores and changes in muscle thickness and EMG 

activity  

Valid 

STCP 
Spearman p-value

Valid 

TD 
Spearman p-value

PCI SCORES 

(hb/min) & EO dif 

Th 

36 0.27 0.11 36 0.199 0.245 

PCI SCORES 

(hb/min) & IO dif Th 
36 0.26 0.12 36 0.058 0.736 

PCI SCORES 

(hb/min) & TrA dif 

Th 

36 0.13 0.46 36 0.413 0.012 

PCI SCORES 

(hb/min) & RA dif 

Th 

36 -0.06 0.73 36 -0.297 0.088 

PCI SCORES 

(hb/min) & EO EMG 

dif 

36 -0.09 0.6 36 -0.277 0.102 

PCI SCORES 

(hb/min) & IO EMG 

dif 

36 -0.14 0.41 36 -0.291 0.086 

PCI SCORES 

(hb/min) & RA EMG 

dif 

36 -0.21 0.21 36 -0.423 0.01 

As shown in Table 39 above, there was no clear pattern of correlation with PCI and muscle 

parameters or thickness in either group, although the PCI increased significantly in the TD 

group with an increase in change in TrA and decreased significantly with an increase in RA 

thickness and change in RA EMG. Visual inspection of the scatterplots identified two outliers 

in the RA dif plot and once these were excluded, the significant correlation between PCI and 

change in RA thickness disappeared.  
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Table 40: Spearman’s Rank Order Correlation between PCI and the change in muscle 

thickness and EMG (STCP; N = 36, TD; N = 36)  

 

4.10 Comparison of muscle parameters across type of STCP and GMFCS levels  

As can be seen in Table 41 below, the Kruskall Wallis ANOVA indicated that there was no 

difference in the mean ranking of any of the muscle parameters across any of the diagnoses. 

However, in most cases, (as shown in Table 41 below) the children with spastic quadriplegia 

had the greatest decrease in muscle thickness and the smallest increase in EMG change in 

score from rest to activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Valid 

STCP 
Spearman 

p-

value 

Valid 

TD 
Spearman 

p-

value 

PCI SCORES (hb/min) & EO 

dif Th 
36 0.27 0.11 36 0.199 0.245 

PCI SCORES (hb/min) & IO 

dif Th 
36 0.26 0.12 36 0.058 0.736 

PCI SCORES (hb/min) & TrA 

dif Th 
36 0.13 0.46 36 0.413 0.012 

PCI SCORES (hb/min) & RA 

dif Th 
36 -0.06 0.73 36 -0.297 0.088 

PCI SCORES (hb/min) & EO 

EMG dif 
36 -0.09 0.60 36 -0.277 0.102 

PCI SCORES (hb/min) & IO 

EMG dif 
36 -0.14 0.41 36 -0.291 0.086 

PCI SCORES (hb/min) & RA 

EMG dif 
36 -0.21 0.21 36 -0.423 0.010 
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Table 41: Descriptive statistics for type STCP diagnosis and changes in muscle 

thickness from resting to active states (N = 63)  

  Type of CP Mean SD 
Mean 

ranks 
H P 

   
EO dif 

Th norm 

EO dif 

Th norm 
      

EO dif Th norm Diplegia -0.022 0.005 33.4 0.963 0.618 

 Quadriplegia -0.036 0.008 24.4     

 Hemiplegia -0.024 0.003 32.4     

 IO dif Th norm Diplegia -0.033 0.006 25.7 2.595 0.273 

  Quadriplegia -0.033 0.011 28.6     

  Hemiplegia -0.029 0.004 34.4     

 TrA dif Th norm Diplegia -0.030 0.003 26.8 2.463 0.292 

  Quadriplegia -0.033 0.006 25.8     

  Hemiplegia -0.024 0.002 34.4     

 RA dif Th norm Diplegia 0.034 0.004 35.46 1.168 0.558 

  Quadriplegia 0.027 0.007 25.40     

  Hemiplegia 0.033 0.002 31.65     

 EMG EO dif norm Diplegia 2.517 0.310 31.3 0.324 0.852 

  Quadriplegia 2.194 0.519 28.0     

  Hemiplegia 2.661 0.175 32.7     

 EMG IO dif norm Diplegia 2.321 0.302 28.3 1.775 0.412 

  Quadriplegia 2.077 0.506 25.1     

  Hemiplegia 2.603 0.171 34.0     

 EMG RA dif norm Diplegia 7.407 0.553 30.0 0.225 0.893 

  Quadriplegia 7.601 0.925 32.2     

  Hemiplegia 7.724 0.312 32.6     
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Table 42: Descriptive statistics for changes in muscle thickness and EMG activity from 

resting to active states for affected and unaffected side of the hemiplegic group (N = 44)  

 Mean Std.Dv. 

EO dif Th aff -0.27 0.17 

EO dif Th unaff 0.36 0.21 

IO dif Th aff -0.30 0.25 

IO dif Th unaff 0.65 0.34 

TrA dif Th aff -0.28 0.14 

TrA dif Th unaff 0.52 0.32 

RA dif Th aff 0.37 0.18 

RA dif Th unaff 0.45 0.22 

EO EMG dif aff 37.98 2.24 

EO EMG dif unaff 95.64 2.08 

IO EMG dif aff 37.34 3.14 

IO EMG dif unaff 98.89 1.88 

RA EMG Dif aff 84.80 1.02 

RA EMG Dif unaff 85.66 1.14 
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Change in thickness of EO from rest to active state (mm)

Affected Unaffected

-1.0

-0.8

-0.6

-0.4

-0.2

0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

 Median 

 25%-75% 

 Min-Max 

 

Figure 28: Box and whiskers plot of changes in EO thickness for resting to active states 

between the affected and unaffected side of the hemiplegic group  

 

4.11 Comparison of abdominal muscle parameters between the affected and unaffected 

sides of children with spastic hemiplegia  

For children with STCP who are hemiplegic, the changes in the parameters from the resting 

to the active states were analysed for the affected and unaffected side for each individuals, 

thus aligning with the pattern used for all parameters in the STCP and TD groups. Table 42 

shows the results of the comparison of the changes in muscle thickness and EMG activity on 

contraction between the affected and unaffected muscles of hemiplegic individuals.  There 

were no statistically significant differences in the changes in RA thickness as well as in the 

changes in the EMG activity of RA on either side. The box-and-whiskers plots for the 

changes in the thickness of the EO from resting to active states as shown in Figure 28, above, 

represent the general patterns of change for the other two anterolateral abdominal muscles 
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(IO & TrA). Note the similarity between the changes in thickness of the unaffected side of 

the EO and the changes observed for the TD muscles as already shown in Figure 18, above. 

In twelve participants the changes in muscle thickness and EMG activity of the RA on the 

unaffected side were identical in value to changes on the affected side.  An analysis of the 

remaining children (N = 32) revealed a statistically significant difference (p < 0.001) in the 

changes of thickness and EMG activity in RA between the affected and unaffected side using 

the Wilcoxon paired match test (Table 43). 

 

Table 43: Wilcoxon’s matched pairs test for dependent variables for changes in muscle 

thickness and EMG activity from resting to active states for affected and unaffected side 

of the hemiplegic group (N = 44)  

 Valid T Z 
p-

value 

EO dif Th aff & EO dif Th unaff 44 0.0 5.78 < 0.001 

IO dif Th aff & IO dif Th unaff 44 1.0 5.77 < 0.001 

TrA dif Th aff & TrA dif Th unaff 44 0.0 5.78 < 0.001 

RA dif Th aff & RA dif Th unaff 37 218.5 2.01 0.045 

RA dif Th aff & EO EMG dif aff 44 0.0 5.78 < 0.001 

EO EMG dif  aff & EO EMG dif 

unaff 
44 0.0 5.78 < 0.001 

IO EMG dif  aff & IO EMG dif 

unaff 
44 0.0 5.78 < 0.001 

RA EMG dif  aff & RA EMG dif 

unaff 
32 86.0 3.33 0.001 

 

4.12 Summary of the results  

There were several interesting results that emerged and this section briefly summarises the 

most important findings; 

• The RA was found to be thickest, followed by IO, EO and TrA in both groups. The 

pennation were small and there was no pennation angle for RA  

• Most of the parameters were well correlated with age and to a lesser extent with BMI.   
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• The resting and active muscle thicknesses, PA and FL were all highly correlated

within muscles and generally correlated to a weaker extent with the other muscle

groups.

• At rest all of the muscles of the STCP group were significantly thicker, apart from IO.

The IO muscle was the only one that was significantly different between the two

groups in the contracted state and was thicker in the children with TD.

• On contraction, all of the muscles in the STCP decreased in thickness, with the

exception of RA, whereas all the TD group muscles increased in thickness. Similarly

the pennation angles of the muscles of the STCP group (which excluded RA)

decreased whereas the angle increased in all the muscles of the TD group. Fibre

length did not follow this pattern – all muscle fibres decreased in length in both

groups.

• The muscle fibre length, decreased across all muscle groups except, surprisingly in

TrA in the TD group in which the decrease was not significant.

• The EMG activity increased for both groups from the resting to the active state but far

more so in the TD group.

• EMG activity was negatively correlated with age and, in TD children BMI was

similarly found to be significantly negatively correlated, in other words the older and

heavier the TD children were, the lower their resting and active EMG activity.

• EMG was not correlated within muscles from the resting to the active state in any

muscle. However, there was a high correlation between all resting muscles and all

active muscles. The lowest correlation with the other muscles was for RA.

• There was no correlation between EMG and the change in muscle thickness.

• The greatest difference between the two groups was seen in the change in muscle

parameters from the resting to contracted states. The change in thickness, pennation

angle, and EMG of all muscle groups was consistently significantly greater in the TD

group.
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• The GMFM scores significantly discriminated between the four GMFCS levels. 

However, there was no correlation between the amount of change in any parameter 

(thickness, pennation angle or EMG) and the GMFM score. 

• The PCI was significantly greater for the STCP group than the for individuals with 

TD. There was no difference in PCI between GMFCS Level I and Level II, with the 

lowest level of PCI. The children at Level IV did have the highest PCI. 

• Change in muscle thickness and EMG did not correlate with PCI.   

• In every case, the responses of the RA in the STCP group most resembled that in the 

TD group.  

• The unaffected side of children with the spastic hemiplegia showed similar changes 

from resting to active states as children with TD in all the muscle thickness whereas 

their affected side showed similar responses to the STCP group. EMG changes were 

significantly greater and positive on the unaffected side, compared to the decrease in 

thickness seen on the affected side.  

• There was no evidence that the STCP group showed similar muscle architectural 

parameters (MAP) and EMG activity to a younger group of TD children. The 

parameters changed in parallel with different age groups. 

There are noteworthy results for the muscle parameters, namely: 

• The MAP’s of RA in the STCP group showed different sets of characteristics 

compared with the three other abdominal muscles.  

• The MAP’s of RA in the STCP were similar to those from the TD group.  

• The muscle thickness of the TD children and of the RA increased from rest to active 

state, as expected. In contrast the other three muscles decreased in thickness from the 

resting to the active state. 

• Pennation angle for all muscles in both groups was so small (between 0° and 2.5°) 

that the abdominal muscles appear to represent a transition between pennate and non-

pennate muscles. 
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Chapter 5 Discussion  

5.1 Introduction  

The aim of this chapter is to discuss the relevance of the results with regards to current 

anatomical knowledge and rehabilitation practices, thus exploring the relationship between 

theory and clinical practice from the structural and functional perspective of the abdominal 

muscles.  The theme of this discussion is based on the role of the abdominal muscles in the 

maintenance of posture in individuals with spastic type cerebral palsy. The chapter also 

highlights the parallels between the results presented above and those from other studies on 

different parts of the body, especially the limbs. The internal validity of all the experimental 

procedures undertaken in this study will be discussed and critiqued. Finally, the statistical 

correlations of the MAP’s and the findings of the other measures of outcome undertaken in 

this study and their implications on muscle impairment and interventions have also been 

discussed.  First a short appraisal of the study sample is presented prior to the discussion on 

MAP.  

5.2 Representativeness of the STCP sample  

5.2.1 Sex  

The sample was representative of the sex balance in children with STCP as is evidenced by 

the preponderance of males (55.6%) which was similarly reported in a study with a larger 

sample size of 586 children with cerebral palsy also reported a similar sex ratio of 56% males 

and 44% females (Palisano et al., 2000). The sex balance in the current study compares with 

a similar study by Bartlett et al. (2010) with a sample size of 135 comprising 76 males and 59 

females.  Although the sex ratio in the current study was not statistically significant (p = 

0.423) it is not clear how much of an influence this difference has on the final outcome as 

evaluated by the measurement of MAP’s and EMG activity.  

5.2.2 Distribution  

There were more children with the spastic hemiplegia (69%) and fewer with the diplegic and 

quadriplegic subtypes (22% and 9%, respectively) than in other studies. A report by Palisano 

et al. (2000) indicated that individuals with spastic quadriplegia and diplegia constitute more 

than 70% of the sample in a cohort study (N =217), while the hemiplegic and triplegic 

subtypes of spasticity form only about 25%.  Although the sample size for the STCP 

participants in the present study is bigger than many other similar studies (Crompton et al., 
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2007; Ten-Berge et al., 2007), there appear to be a disproportionate representation of the 

demography of the different subtypes. The epidemiology and reports of the incidence, 

prevalence and all the other indices that categorised any particular system of classification 

indicated that the demography of cerebral palsy varies from one population to another 

(Krageloh-Mann et al., 1993; Blair & Stanley, 1997; Hagberg et al., 2001; Gorter et al., 

2004) and the discrepancy may be that the population in Cape Town is less affected. This is 

unlikely and a more reasonable explanation for the discrepancy could be the sampling from 

special schools in which only educable children are admitted. Spastic quadriplegia is 

associated with more severe mental involvement (Beckung & Hagberg, 2002; Kathuria et al., 

2012) and the sample is therefore only representative of those with less severe disability 

(Beckung & Hagberg, 2002). 

5.2.3 GMFCS Levels  

Based on the disability levels, 34 (54%) of the total STCP sample size (N = 63) in the current 

study were from GMFCS Level I, while 11 (17%) of them belong to GMFCS Level II, with 8 

(13%) from the GMFCS Level III and 10 (16%) were from GMFCS Level IV.  A similar 

level of disability representation was reported in the study by Gorter and colleagues (2004) in 

which more than one-third of their 500 sample size were from GMFCS Level I, with GMFCS 

Level II being least represented with 11% while the rest of participants were equally 

represented from the rest of the levels. Investigators in the Scandinavian populations with 

improved health care facilities for all categories of individuals with STCP also reported their 

study population of more than 600 to be skewed in favour of GMFCS Levels I and II. A 

study by Gangata (2008) in Cape Town also indicated that GMFCS Levels I and II form more 

than half of the study population, although the sample size was relatively small (N = 29).   

However, the distribution of the GMFCS levels in the present study seems to differ from the 

demography of the participant in the study of Palisano and co-workers in which, apart from 

GMFCS Level I which is heavily represented (28%), the rest of the disability levels were 

fairly represented, including Level V which was excluded in the current study. The GMFCS 

(Level II is 13%, Level III is 19%, Level IV is 21% and Level V is 19%). The GMFCS Level 

V in the current study was part of the exclusion criteria in this study hence only four 

disability levels (GMFCS I – IV) were sampled. With a study population of 137 individuals 

with STCP, Hurvitz and co-workers (2007) documented over 60% of their sample was made 

up of participants diagnosed with GMFCS Levels III to V.  As mentioned above, the 
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recruitment of children from schools that only admit educable children might have skewed 

the distribution. 

5.2.4 Influence of age  

The disparity between the distribution of the disability levels between the present study and 

other studies may be as a result of age differences in the various studies since age has been 

reported to influence the disability scaling (Wood and Rosebaum, 2000).  Based on their 

study of more than 500 subjects with cerebral palsy, Gorter et al. (2004) reported that, when 

considering limb distribution, the quadriplegic and diplegic types are the predominant variety 

in younger age samples. While the present study recruited participants between seven and 16 

years, Palisano and colleagues, worked with children of much younger age, from one to 12 

years. It is worthy of note that in the current study, the experimenter, who is not a 

physiotherapist, could only extract the clinical diagnosis from the database of the participants 

in the schools and therefore had no direct assessment of these classifications. In a study such 

as this, which seeks among other things to correlate theoretical knowledge with clinical 

practice, an expert opinion would be necessary in such instances to validate existing data of 

the participants.   

It can be concluded that this sample is representative of children with STCP who have a 

reasonably high level of cognitive function and the results presented may therefore not 

necessarily be generalised to all children with STCP. In addition, the limitation of depending 

on diagnostic categories recorded in the personal records of participants is acknowledged. 

5.3 Muscle parameters  

The three MAP’s considered in the literature to be predictive of muscle strength (Abe et al., 

1999; Lieber & Friden, 2000; Ohata et al., 2008; 2009) that were analysed in this study are 

muscle thickness (Th), pennation angle (PA) and muscle fibre / fascicle length (FL). In this 

section, the findings of each component of MAP’s as measured and how this seeks to answer 

those specific objectives as outlined in chapter one have been discussed.   

5.3.1 Muscle thickness  

The measurements of the MAP’s from this study were done through ultrasonography which 

provided only a two-dimensional view of skeletal muscles with a three-dimensional 

appearance in vivo, therefore it is also possible that not all of the architectural arrangement 

was captured. It is worth mentioning that to the best of the knowledge of this investigator no 
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such work has been conducted on the abdominal muscles in individuals with STCP and it is 

therefore challenging to relate the results of the abdominal parameters from the current study 

to any other available data. The ultrastructural studies on STCP available in the literature are 

skewed in favour of limb muscles, especially with the gastrocnemius and quadriceps femoris 

muscles. Similarly, the relatively few relevant studies on the abdominal muscles encountered 

in the literature are mainly on healthy adults, thereby rendering them incomparable since the 

current study focuses on children and adolescents with STCP.   

Many studies of other parts of the body, especially the lower extremities in both healthy 

individuals and those with STCP, relate muscle thickness to muscle strength (Misuri et al., 

1997, Binzoni et al., 2001, Muramatsu et al., 2002, Hodges et al., 2003). In the light of this 

approach, the current study will also follow the same argument by regarding muscle thickness 

as the prime muscle architecture predictive of muscle strength. 

5.3.2 Relative muscle thickness  

The observation that the thickness of RA in the STCP and TD groups was the greatest of all 

the abdominal muscles is important. Compared with the other three abdominal muscles, RA 

was consistently thickest both at rest and during active state in the STCP and TD groups, 

which concurs with other authors (Unger, 2011). Unger tested 34 children with a mean age of 

ten-years and four months-old years in the STCP group and nine-years and four-months-old  

in the TD group. The findings from the study of Unger (2011) as shown in Table 44 were 

very similar to the current study, in that the relative muscle thickness was almost the same in 

both groups, namely RA, IO, EO and TrA is the thinnest of all. The largest discrepancy 

between that study and the current one, was with regard to IO, which was reported as being 

somewhat thicker than in this study. 

 

Table 44: Comparison of resting muscle thickness with the Unger (2012) study  

Muscle  Thickness 

current study 

STCP/mm 

Thickness  

Unger study 

STCP/mm 

Thickness 

current study 

TD/mm 

Thickness Unger 

study TD/mm 

RA 6.3 7.6 5.4 5.2 

IO 4.8 6.3 4.3 5.1 

EO 3.6 3.7 3.1 3.2 

TrA 2.9 2.6 2.1 2.6 
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No other comparable results for the abdominal muscles in STCP children were found in the 

literature, although other investigators such as Ohata et al. (2008); Legerlotz et al. (2010) and 

Moreau et al. (2010) did equate muscle thickness to muscle strength in subjects with cerebral 

palsy and reported greater values (> 12mm) in the lower limb muscles. The thickness of a 

muscle may contribute to muscle strength but how cerebral palsy impacts on the variations in 

thickness of the different abdominal muscles is still not fully understood.  

An interesting finding was that, at rest, the STCP muscles were thicker than those of the TD 

children. The results of EMG test, also discussed below suggest that this relative thickness in 

muscle at rest may be related to increased tone. There was no evidence of muscle atrophy and 

also no available document relating muscle thickness to atrophy. 

5.3.3 Change in thickness from resting to active state 

At the macroscopic level, as muscle contracts concentrically, the attachments are brought 

closer together, whereas at the cellular level, there is an increasing overlap of the sarcomeres 

(Muramatsu et al., 2002a). This overlap is reported to result in an increase in muscle 

thickness as reflected in the literature in lower limb muscles (Ohata et al., 2008 and Legerlotz 

et al., 2010).  There are for example, reports of an increase in TrA thickness in healthy adults 

on contraction (Critchley, 2002; Critchley & Coutts, 2002). This was found to be the case in 

the TD children in the current study, in that all muscles became thicker. In contrast, with the 

exception of RA, the thickness of all muscle in the STCP group was less in the contracted 

than in the resting state and the oblique muscles of the STCP group appeared to be 

contracting less than the RA.  

An actively contracting RA in the STCP group appeared to be necessary for the maintenance 

of posture and RA may have assumed a new role.  In addition to the flexion of the trunk, the 

RA may be providing stability to the bony pelvis in order to maintain good posture during 

active contraction. This increased contraction of the RA may result in or be a consequence of 

the other abdominal muscles becoming inhibited and contracting less than when at the resting 

state. A similar decrease in abdominal muscle thickness from resting to active state was 

reported by Unger (2012) and also in rectus femoris and vastus lateralis in children and 

adolescents of children with STCP (Moreau et al., 2009, 2010). 

However, many of the differences between the STCP and TD groups were not significant.  

The one measurement which did emerge as being significantly different was the change in 
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thickness of the RA, EO, IO and TrA between the resting and contracted states with the 

STCP group consistently showing a smaller change.  The absolute figures in change in 

muscle thickness for the EO for instance, were approximately -0.02 (p = 0.48) for the STCP 

group and 0.02 (p = 1.32) in the TD group.  

These subtle changes in muscle thickness as recorded for all the abdominal muscles in this 

study (refer to Table 14 and Figures 18 to 20), seem to cast doubt on the ability of these 

muscles in TD to generate sufficient force in order to stabilise the bony pelvis on contraction. 

However, when these changes in thickness are considered within the context that abdominal 

muscles are generally thin (between 3mm and 7mm – refer to Table 9), it can be argued that 

the observed changes in thickness are indeed large, especially when taking into account the 

fact that the majority of the participants were less than twelve-years-old (mainly pre-

pubertal).  Hodges et al. (2003) recorded no change in thickness for EO in healthy adults 

upon contraction, yet these investigators noted significant EMG activity between the resting 

and active states of EO. Therefore, this theory may apply to the present study / findings as 

well, in which small changes in thickness from resting to active state could account for 

muscle strength. 

In the children with STCP the major problem does not seem to be to be the lack of muscle 

contractile material and therefore theoretically an inability to generate force. It rather appears 

that the children with STCP lack the ability to activate the muscle fibres and that this may be 

the major difference between the abdominal muscles of the two groups.  This proposition is 

further discussed under the section on EMG. 

5.3.4 RA muscle thickness and its role on pelvic stability 

Many of the mechanisms by which these muscles change in thickness in the STCP and TD 

groups remain unclear but the data from the current study point to a dissimilarity in the 

contractile activities between the two obliques and TrA muscles on the sides of trunk and the 

rectus abdominis muscle located on the anterior abdominal wall.  It appears as if RA is the 

only muscle in the STCP group that behaves in a similar manner to the abdominal muscles of 

the TD group.  The different patterns of behaviour of the EO, IO and TrA muscles in the 

STCP group were more clearly evident for changes in thickness than in the other two 

architectural parameters investigated (PA and FL).   
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It is most likely that owing to the variations in the attachments of these muscles to the bony 

pelvis, differing changes to muscle thickness could be expected when contraction occurs in 

the RA on the one hand versus the oblique muscles.  From the perspective of gross anatomy, 

it may be concluded that the variations in the change of thickness are partially as a result of 

differences in the morphology of these muscles. For instance, the EO and IO consist of a 

relatively modest proportion of fleshy belly (actual contractile portion) laterally on the trunk 

with a considerable amount of aponeurosis towards the sagittal plane (Moses et al., 2005; 

Standring et al., 2005). This gross structural appearance is in sharp contrast to the 

midsagittally located RA which is mainly comprised of fleshy parts with relatively small 

bands of non-contractile tissue in the form of specialised tendons intersecting the 

longitudinally orientated bands of muscle at various points along its long axis (Moses et al., 

2005; Standring et al., 2005). For these abdominal muscles, the differences occurring in their 

gross morphology, attachments and specific effects on trunk stability, have been documented 

in other studies (Bergmark, (1989), Panjabi et al. (1992a) and Richardson et al. (2002) in 

which the RA was referred to as a “global muscle” playing a vital role in stabilising the bony 

pelvis on contraction, whereas the IO and TrA were regarded as “local muscles” which act as 

“moment producers” at the bony pelvis. The amount of connective tissue relative to the 

contractile component in these morphologically distinct muscles was not investigated in this 

study but the role of the connective tissue to muscle ratio, especially in the STCP group with 

respect to the differences in contraction should not be overlooked. What has not yet been 

documented is the extent to which this connective tissue may influence muscle activity 

(Fukunaga et al., 2002; Maganaris & Paul, 2002; Davies et al., 2007) and also the degree to 

which each of these two sets of muscles adapt to activity / contraction under pathological 

conditions. Hodges (2011) reported that the redistribution of muscle activity among muscle 

groups is a mechanical way of protecting other muscle tissues from further injury or pain. 

This is an area which requires further research as it may provide a clearer understanding of 

the overall functioning of abdominal muscles.  

The contraction of muscles is known to be energy consuming and the overall energy demand 

of the body in individuals with STCP is already high (Raja et. al., 2007). The results of 

muscle thickness from the present study lend support to the fact that a relatively thick RA 

adapts to become capable of inhibiting the contraction of a thin and poorly developed EO, IO 

and TrA.  In individuals with STCP it is, therefore, suggested that this is a physiological 

means by which the body is able to conserve energy in these muscles while still attempting to 
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maintain a stable posture through the contraction of RA. Raja et al. (2007) noted that a stable 

posture is necessary for good cadence, and the realisation of an adequate cadence is an 

activity which demands energy in ambulatory children with STCP. From the results obtained 

on muscle thickness in this study, it could be deduced that any rehabilitation practice on the 

obliques and the transverse abdominal muscles, which is designed to conserve energy and at 

the same time enhance thickness, is likely to yield an optimum result with respect to the 

maintenance of posture.  

5.3.5 Conclusion regarding muscle thickness 

These results challenge the assumption that muscles thickness is the primary determinant of 

strength and functional ability, specifically as the resting thickness of the muscles of STCP 

was greater than observed in the TD group. This is speculated to be as a result of increased 

tone and a heightened state of contraction at rest.  Although the muscles in the STCP group 

were thicken than in children with TD, they are unable to contract further and generate 

adequate force to stabilise the trunk (bony pelvis).  Therefore, thickness as a parameter may 

not be related to muscle performance / strength.  Rehabilitation intervention should therefore 

be aimed at decreasing tone, since increased tone appears to be related to thicker muscles and 

inability to generate optimal force for pelvic stability. 

5.4 Pennation angle (PA) 

Several studies on the limb muscles revealed that a large PA allows for a greater amount of 

material to be attached to a given area of the tendon (Wickiewicz et al., 1983; Kawakami et 

al., 2006; Iwanuma et al., 2011; Wakahara et al., 2012). The PA values that were recorded in 

this study were consistently small, (< 3°; SD = 0.23) across all muscles in both groups, which 

by inference means little contractile material could be packed into the muscle fibre in order to 

allow for the generation of that muscle force which could have any meaningful impact on the 

bony pelvis. It is mostly likely that the small PA of especially the TrA, the appearance and 

orientation of the muscle fibres contributed to this muscle being referred to as parallel muscle 

(McMeeken et al., 2004).  The pennation angles (PA’s) of IO in both groups which were at 

their greatest during the active state were still consistently less than 3°. These small PA’s 

recorded for all the abdominal muscles, including the IO may have been too small to be 

resolved prior to the advent of modern computing technology as well as current techniques 

involved in image analysis. Hitherto, the limitations in image resolution may have 

contributed to the erroneous categorisation of the abdominal muscles in older texts and the 
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literature as being pennate muscles (Wickiewicz et al., 1983; Gans & Gaunt, 1991; 

Maganaris et al., 1998).  

The RA muscle from the STCP and TD groups showed a PA value of zero, implying that the 

fibres of this muscle are arranged parallel to the line of pull of the aponeurosis / tendon. This 

observation of RA showing PA of zero in the current study is made possible courtesy of the 

power of analysis of the modern software tool, IMAGE J (National Institute of Health, 

Bethesda, USA). It is through the realisation of a uniform PA of zero for the RA muscle from 

individuals in both groups that led to the exclusion of this muscle from the portion of the 

results in this study dealing with the pennation angle. These results of a PA of zero concur 

with the stripe-like morphology and longitudinally orientated nature of the fibres of the RA 

muscle, as can be observed on inspection of the gross morphology and the appearance of 

these fibres in dissected cadaveric materials (Tobias et al., 1988; Moses et al., 2005). The fact 

that the results of the PA of the RA muscle are the same in both groups from the resting to 

active states not only gave one the confidence that RA is a non-pennated muscle but also 

provides an indication that PA may not necessarily be a predictive parameter for muscle 

strength, or at least not for the RA muscle.   

The PA for the obliques and transverse abdominal muscles in this study appear to have their 

fibres inserting close to the central axis of the aponeurosis, which represents the direction of 

the line of pull of these muscles.  The PA results may, therefore, imply that these acute 

angulations, which range from as low as 0.5° to a maximum of 2.8°, could possibly impart a 

negligible force on the point of insertions of these muscles on the bony pelvis. This inference 

appears to be corroborated with reports from the literature which show that in classically 

pennated muscles, as found in the limbs, a large PA (18° – 45°) is the cosine component of 

the forces generated by the muscle fibres associated with the transmission of this force to the 

tendon (Brainerd & Azizi, 2005; Azizi & Brainerd, 2007; Iwanuma et al., 2011). The present 

results showed that even with TD individuals, in whom no malfunctioning of the abdominal 

muscles has been reported, small pennation angles were observed. It may suffice to describe 

the abdominal muscles as being atypical pennate muscles, representing a transition between 

between truly pennated muscles as found in the limbs and non-pennate / parallel muscles as 

found in the muscle of facial expression. This description is based on the observation that the 

RA which is situated in the median plane of the abdominal wall comprises non-pennated 



139 

 

fibres while the obliques as well as the transverse abdominal muscles located on the antero-

lateral abdominal wall are poorly pennated (0.5° to 2.8°; SD = 0.2).  

The functional implication of the heterogeneous nature in which the abdominal muscles are 

arranged with respect to pattern of pennation in relation to other muscles in the body, is 

beyond the scope of the current study but needs further investigation. It is most likely that the 

different patterns of pennation of the abdominal muscle fibres are designed to suit the various 

contraction modalities, (concentric, isometric or isotonic) which could help in conserving 

energy within the muscle fibre, while still being able to generate sufficient force.  

5.4.1 Pennation angles and muscle thickness  

In the light of some of these results, it could be inferred that PA may not be a significant 

indicator of muscle strength in these muscles.   These small pennation angles coupled with 

the observation that the rectus abdominis (RA) muscle in both groups showed a pennation 

angle of zero makes it difficult to relate PA of the abdominal muscles to muscle strength. 

Results from the present study indicate that RA muscle is made up of parallel muscle fibres 

with no evidence of any angulated attachment of the fibres to the force of pull of the tendon / 

aponeurosis. This observation weakens any argument for the existence of a direct correlation 

between PA of the abdominal muscles and the production of muscle force, in contrast to that 

found in lower limb muscles (Kawakami et al., 2006; Legerlotz et al., 2010). 

In the limb muscles, where PA values were reported to range from a minimum of 18° in the 

triceps brachii, over 20° in the vasti muscles and between 20° and 40 ° in the gastrocnemius 

(Binzoni et al., 2001; Kawakami et al., 2006; Iwanuma et al., 2011; Wakahara et al., 2012), it 

is prudent to relate PA to muscle strength on account of these large pennation angles in these 

skeletal muscles. From the current study PA of zero was recorded for the RA muscles in both 

the STCP and TD groups while in the obliques and transverse abdominal muscles PA of less 

than 3° was observed. A hasty inference of the existence of an association between PA (0.5° 

to 2.8°; SD = 0.2) seen in the other three abdominal muscles (EO, IO and TrA) and muscle 

strength could imply that the RA muscle in both groups is a weak muscle or incapable of 

generating muscle force.  The results of EMG activity (as discussed below) show that 

although no PA was recorded for the RA, this muscle appear to be the most physiologically 

active abdominal muscle. Therefore, PA essentially may not be associated with muscle 

activity and as such muscle strength.   
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A correlation among the various parameters showed a strong relationship between muscle 

thickness and pennation angle.  This positive correlation is suggestive of the fact that PA 

could also be influencing muscle strength much the same way as muscle thickness. 

Furthermore, the similarities in the trends seen in the changes in muscle thickness and 

pennation angle, as shown in the tables and figures of the results chapter, is supportive of the 

fact that PA may predict muscle strength in much the same way as discussed for muscle 

thickness. This is the expectation should the correlation that exists between thickness and 

muscle strength as reported in the lower limb muscles (Kawakami et al., 2006; Legerlotz et 

al., 2010) also be reflected in the abdominal muscles. In addition to muscle thickness, 

Kawakami et al. (2006) showed that there is a positive association between muscle thickness 

and pennation angle across individuals and thus concluded that PA follows muscle thickness 

in predicting the strength of a skeletal muscle. This positive correlation between muscle 

thickness and pennation angle needs to be established first in the abdominal muscles as 

suggested for the limb muscles. Lack of a documented evidence of this association between 

muscle thickness and PA for the abdominal muscles implies that the discussions on this 

parameter in this section is based on the assumptions that what pertains in the lower limb 

muscles could be the case in the abdominal muscles as well. 

The results in Table 23 and Figure 22 showed a significant difference (p < 0.001) between the 

STCP and TD groups of the change in PA from the resting to active states. This change in PA 

indicates that a positive change was recorded in the TD group in which the strength of 

abdominal muscles was regarded as being intact in contrast to the STCP group in which 

negative or no changes in PA was recorded. It is thus tempting to presume on account of this 

significant difference between the two groups of the changes in PA from resting to active 

states, that PA is an active parameter in determining muscle activity. 

The EO, IO and TrA that appear to be pennated could not be likened to the limb muscles with 

a large PA, therefore to imply that the PA in the abdominal muscles is significant in 

generating muscle force would be without adequate scientific and statistical supporting 

evidence. However, given that the PA of TrA was statistically greater (p < 0.001) at rest in 

the STCP group than the TD group and also considering the observation that PA in EO and 

IO of the TD individuals were significantly larger (p < 0.001) during the active state, this 

may point to the PA as a parameter that could also have some influence on the generation of 

muscle force.  The role of PA in the activity of abdominal muscles may not be lucid, given 

the results discussed above for all the muscles in both groups during resting and active states, 
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but as has been documented, PA may be related to the transmission of efficiency of force to 

the tendon / aponeurosis with muscle thickness wholly related to muscle strength (Damiano 

et al., 2000; Blazevich, 2006; Ema et al., 2013).   

5.5 Muscle parameters – fibre length  

Fibre length decreased from rest to active state in all muscles in both groups. This is in 

contrast to the trend shown by the other two architectural parameters in this study in that the 

muscles of the STCP group showed a different pattern to those of the TD group (with the 

exception of RA). In the literature, there are many schools of thought on the correlation 

between FL and the generation of muscle force with respect to lower limb muscles in 

children with STCP (Wickiewicz et al., 1983; Kawakami et al., 1993; Binzoni et al., 2001; 

Shortland et al., 2002, 2004; Mohagheghi et al., 2007, Legerlotz et al., 2010, Moreau et al., 

2010 & 2013). The importance of FL in the generation of muscle force is linked to the 

behaviour of serial sarcomeres in a muscle fibre during contraction (Binzoni et al., 2001; 

Mohagheghi et al., 2007). However, as to whether there was a decrease in fibre / fascicle 

length from resting to active states in the present study as predicted by other authors in their 

studies (Binzoni et al., 2001) could not be determined in the current study. Furthermore, 

discussions about the trends for FL with respect to reports from other studies may lack depth 

because different methodologies were used to arrive at the measurement of this parameter. 

For example, Moreau et al. (2013) used a virtual extrapolation method to extract the values of 

FL for the rectus femoris muscle using IMAGE J software from the sonogaphs. In the current 

study as well as in many other studies, (Binzoni et al., 2001, Mohagheghi et al., 2007; 

Moreau et al., 2009 & 2010), FL was measured as a derived parameter from both muscle 

thickness (Th) and pennation angle (PA), using the arithmetic formula: FL = Th / sinPA. The 

ICC scores for the calculations of FL in this study were fairly high (r  > 0.70) (refer to 

Appendices C 1 and 2). The Spearman’s rho for the FL between muscles during resting and 

active states was also high, 0.53 (EO) to 0.75 (IO). All these statistics  on the derivation of 

the FL indicate reliability and thus could eliminate or reduce measurement errors to 

acceptable limits. 

Another limitation regarding the non-invasive measurements of FL, such as obtained with the 

ultrasound imaging is the inability to quantify actual sarcomere length that would have been 

ideal in relating the changes in fascicle / fibre length to muscle strength. Therefore, an 

increase or decrease in FL still only leaves room for an inference that sarcomeres may have 
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either increased or decreased in series.   Ultrasound measures a two dimensional view of the 

PA in the muscles rather than the three dimensional orientation in which they exist in vivo 

(Aggeloussis et al., 2009) and it is from these pennation angle that FL is derived.  Therefore 

this is a potential source of limitation for a parameter that may be regarded as having gone 

through serial derivations.   

Muscle architecture is primarily described by FL and PA in healthy adults as being essential 

for muscle function and activity (Muramatsu et al., 2002; Aggeloussis et al., 2009) but in this 

study in which PA was found to be very small (between 0° and 2.5°) and FL being a derived 

parameter, it is may be prudent to ignore the hypothesis that fibre length is a predictive 

parameter for muscle strength. It has been documented that mal-alignment of the probe to the 

plane of fascicles may affect fascicle length (Mohagheghi et al., 2007; Farris & Sawicki, 

2012) and that an optimal FL is always difficult to assess (Farris and Sawicki, 2012), 

however, to the best of ability of this investigator, the probe was held perpendicularly to the 

orientation of the respective muscle fibres, which is the standard practice (Binzoni et al., 

2001, Ohata et al., 2006, 2008, Mohagheghi et al., 2007, Legerlotz et al., 2010, Moreau et 

al., 2010).  

Studies in healthy adults using a similar method found the fibre length of the medial 

gastrocnemius muscle to be shorter than the lateral fibres and ranged from 40 and 42 mm 

(Legerlotz et al., 2010, Smith et al., 2011). In the present study, FL ranged between 96.2 mm 

in TrA active for children in the STCP group to about 129.7mm in RA active in the STCP 

group. Because there is lack of data on FL of abdominal muscles in children with STCP in 

the literature, references have been made to FL in limb muscles of healthy adults. This again 

is another setback on the validity of FL in the present study as a major muscle parameter 

predictive of muscle function.  

The confidence level of FL as being predictive of muscle strength is further decreased by the 

following observation:  

• Failure to follow a reliable pattern as shown by the other two architectural parameters 

(Th and PA) measured in both groups in this study. 

• That FL is a derived parameter, and 

• That FL was unusually long to be considered as an ultrastructural measurement. 
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Due to the fact that FL in this study is a derived parameter, unlike Th and PA that were 

measured directly from sonographic images, it therefore, renders this particular muscle 

architectural parameter (MAP) less reliable as one of the primary predictors of muscle 

strength.  In the light of the aforementioned shortfalls concerning FL, a consideration of this 

MAP as being predictive of muscle function in children with STCP, will not be discussed any 

further. 

5.6 Muscle activity and sEMG 

5.6.1 EMG at rest 

The normed EMG activity was considerably higher at rest in the STCP children, apart from 

RA which was the same when compared to children that of children with TD. Similarly the 

muscles were also thicker at rest in the STCP group. As increased tone is a defining 

characteristic of STCP, both of these could be a reflection of increased tone due to increased 

and uninhibited recruitment of the motor neurones in these muscles.  This increase in resting 

activity may be responsible for the decreased performance in that these muscles fibres have 

been in a prolong state of fatigue prior to the demand of work output (active state) negatively 

affecting their ability to optimally contract.  Some investigators such as Suzuki et al. (2002) 

and Dario et al. (2004) have documented that an increase in EMG frequency (and not 

amplitude) is indicative of muscle fatigue.  The current results indicated higher EMG 

frequency in the individuals with STCP during the resting and active states than for TD 

individuals and is indicative of an alteration in the electrical activity of these muscles at the 

ultrastructural level.  That exact neuromuscular activity that dictates the mechanism by which 

EO and IO muscle fibres fire / recruit as many motor end plates in order to sustain an increase 

tone while at rest is still not clear. However, as seen from the results above, despite the higher 

EMG activity at rest for the oblique muscles in the STCP group, it is rather the muscles from 

the TD group and the RA of the STCP group that showed greater changes in EMG activity on 

contraction (refer to Table 32).  

5.6.2 The changes in EMG activity from resting to active state between the STCP and 

TD groups  

The dominance in muscle activity was made evident in the performance of functional tasks 

with a significant difference in the changes in EMG activity from resting to active states 

between the two groups (p < 0.001 for EO and IO and p = 0.074 for RA). Generally, the 

EMG activity increased for both groups from resting to the active state but far more so in the 
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TD group. During the active state, however, external and internal oblique muscle fibres in 

children with STCP showed an inability to synchronise the firing rate of all the already 

activated motor units. This therefore may account for the variance between the two groups in 

terms of changes in EMG activity from the resting to active states (refer to Table 29).  It is 

likely that with the performance of a functional task (active state), muscle fatigue may have 

set in, thereby leading to the inability of these muscles to harmonise the electrical activity of 

all the motor units. It could therefore be inferred that, upon contraction, the overall 

implication of this muscle fatigue on the electrical activity of the EO and IO fibres is that 

fewer motor units are being recruited for the required action, accounting for the variance 

between the two groups (p < 0.001). In individuals with STCP the raw EMG activity for the 

obliques was significantly high (p < 0.001) which, seems to point to the fact that there may be 

increased tone in these muscles.  

The pattern of change observed in the EMG recordings was surprising. There was an 

increasing EMG frequency with a decreasing muscle thickness in the children which STCP 

which might indicate that the muscles are being fired but that they are being prevented from 

contracting optimally. This type of static or even eccentric activity may be incapable of 

producing any force at the bony pelvis. This explanation, however, may represent an over-

simplification of the complex relationship between EMG activity and muscle performance 

since several factors may result in an increased EMG frequency (muscle activity), including 

age.  

Several authors have concluded that a high magnitude in Hertz units between the resting and 

active states (change in EMG frequency) signifies the strength of contraction (Suzuki et al., 

2002; McMeeken et al., 2004; Dario et al., 2004; Fosang & Baker, 2006; Chapman et al., 

2008). In the present study there were significant increases in EMG frequency from resting to 

active states in both groups but with the STCP group showing slightly lower scores (refer to 

Table 29). With regards to the changes in EMG activity from resting to contracted states, the 

STCP group showed significantly lower scores (refer to Table 29 than that in the TD group, 

however, the active state scores are somewhat comparable between the two groups. This 

variance in change in EMG activity might explain the difference in performance of the 

abdominal muscles between the two groups in terms of stabilising the bony pelvis. The 

change for the STCP group may be regarded as weak and probably could be summed up as a 

lack of synchronisation between the depolarisation and repolarisation phases of the motor 
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end-plate activities during the resting and active states.  The occurrence or the absence of 

these physiological events might represent the concept of “fatigue” in muscle groups with 

increased tone (Prosser et al., 2010).  In the case of the EO and IO in the STCP group, several 

motor units may be activated / fired during the contracted phase but given the significantly 

higher EMG scores at rest it is difficult to equate this active state result to optimal 

performance in these muscles.  It is not clear whether new motor units were recruited in 

addition to the already activated / fired ones (to maintain tone) or only new motor end plates 

have been recruited exclusively during the act of performing a task,  in contributing towards 

the final active state scores.  However, there are reports of the recruitment of new motor units 

with a reduced EMG activity in the abdominal muscles of adults with low back pain 

(Chapman et al., 2008; Tucker & Hodges, 2010). 

However, available evidence showed that, on contraction, the EMG activity increases 

marginally in the STCP group affirming decreased ability to generate a force but not the lack 

of recruitment of fibres. The EMG frequency is reported to correspond to recruitment patterns 

but not necessarily referring to performance levels (Nicholson et al., 2001; Prosser et al., 

2010). Should the active state EMG frequency scores in the STCP group have decreased 

below the resting state scores, it could have been interpreted as inability to recruit additional 

(new) motor end-plates for the specific tasks. From the present observation in which the 

contracted state EMG scores were consistently higher than recorded during the resting state 

(Table 40 above) it may lead to speculations that there is lack of harmony in the electrical 

activities between the muscle fibres that were activated for the maintenance of tone and those 

recruited for the performance of a specific task in the STCP group. A possible explanation for 

this could be that for the EO and IO in the STCP group, little or no force is generated towards 

moving or stabilising the trunk / bony pelvis. This is likely to be the case since the state of the 

electrical activities in the oblique abdominal muscles for the children with STCP is 

characterised by an initial (resting state) high EMG frequency scores which renders the active 

state score ineffective in the relation to performance or force generation. A similar 

observation was made by McMeeken et al. (2004) on the TrA in adults while using fine 

needle technique to probe deeper abdominal muscle activity during hollowing exercise. In 

comparison to children with TD, there is a disproportionate change in EMG frequency in the 

EO and IO between the contracted and relaxed states in response to any increased work 

output.  
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5.6.3 Comparison of the changes in EMG activity from resting to active states among 

the different abdominal muscles  

In contrast to the other two abdominal muscles (EO and IO), the RA muscle in the STCP 

group showed electrical activity typical of TD individuals. It is clear that if high EMG scores 

at rest signify spasticity  / increased tone and or muscle weakness, then neither of these 

characterised the RA muscle in the children with STCP. What may be inferred from this 

muscle in the STCP group and also for the rest of the muscles in the TD group is that 

significantly lower EMG scores (p < 0.001) were recorded during the resting (refer to Tables 

29 and 30).  The RA in the STCP group as well as all the muscles in the TD group appears to 

be relaxed with optimal tone and therefore able to activate sufficient motor units during 

activity.  Low muscle tone during resting stage indicates healthy muscle activity (Bakke et 

al., 1992) since any healthy muscle at rest exhibits a low EMG frequency but never a score of 

zero.  The RA with such low EMG scores at rest may imply that during contraction all the 

depolarisation of the motor units become effective in reflecting the true state of the electrical 

activity of this muscle.  This is in contrast to the obliques where it is most probable that some 

of the depolarised waves may be engaged in the re-activation of the already polarised motor 

end-plates (the lack of synchronisation concept discussed earlier on).  Therefore, it suffices to 

infer considering abdominal muscles in children with STCP that the RA is least or not 

affected and hence this muscle could be targeted during rehabilitation procedures in order to 

provide the necessary contraction required to stabilise the bony pelvis / trunk.  

This inference may be plausible theoretically, however no association existed between EMG 

activity in the resting and active state for the abdominal muscles (refer to Table 33) in the 

STCP group.  Electrical activity of one muscle relative to the other(s) resulted in mixed 

outcome.  When comparing RA activity to EO and RA with the IO at rest and during activity 

in the STCP results suggest that there is no overflow between the other muscles and the RA.  

This observation seems plausible given the location of these anterolateral muscles with 

respect to the RA.  From the gross perspective, the fleshy and contractile portions in which 

electrical signals are generated from the anterolaterally placed EO and IO are further away 

from the sagittally located RA.  The EO and IO approximate the RA in the median plane by 

means of non-contractile aponeurotic fibres. This could mean that the possibility of “cross-

talk” between the RA and the other muscles on contraction is anatomically incapable of 

occurring.  It may be argued that the electrical activity generated within the muscle fibres 

would not be able to polarise the intervening, non-contractile tissue such as the aponeurosis 
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found between the RA and these other abdominal muscles.  It is therefore possible, to infer 

from these observations that a contracted RA may not necessarily assume a conjugate 

function of any of the neighbouring (spastic) muscles. Based on this evidence it appears that 

strengthening of the RA is unlikely to improve the function of the other muscles.   

The Spearman’s correlation results of the EMG activity between muscles at the resting and 

active states also revealed that RA in the STCP group is acting as an outlier by showing a 

positive figure. This is another indication that the observations made on the RA all this far 

may be reliable (refer to Tables 33 and 35).  

This statistical analysis on the EMG activity amongst the three abdominal muscles at rest 

seems suggestive that there is an overflow of electrical activity among the various muscles 

during the resting phase. This is often referred to as “cross-talks” in the literature (Hodges 

and Richardson, 1998). Such an overflow of electrical activity is practically possible, given 

the fact that these muscles are thin in nature with thin fascial sheaths separating the various 

muscle groups. The use of surface electromyography (sEMG) technique may also have 

accentuated this “cross-talk” among the individual muscles (Tucker & Hodges, 2010).  It is 

upon the basis of the avoidance of an overlapping electrical activity between IO and the TrA 

muscles that the deeper lying TrA was excluded from this EMG analysis since the placement 

of the electrodes for both muscles is usually at the same anatomical landmark (Bergmark, 

1989; Hodges and Richardson, 1996; Cholewicki et al., 1997; Wakeling et al., 2007). Any 

attempt to extract electrical activity from the TrA using sEMG would have meant that the 

final scores recorded could contain contributing signals from the overlying IO as well, which 

may then have implied a false inference. The possibility of false inferences should the TrA 

part of the test would have been practically difficult to adjudicate which score belongs to 

either the IO or TrA. An ideal method of monitoring the EMG activity for the TrA would 

have been by the use of the deeply placed fine wire technique, which due to its invasive 

nature could not be applicable to the children in this study.  Therefore, with these high 

Spearman’s rho scores (0.73 - 0.93) in EMG activity among the various muscles at rest, it 

seems as justified to exclude the TrA from the EMG analysis.  

5.6.4 Patterns of change in EMG activity and muscle thickness between the resting and 

active states  

It appears the ultrasonographic measurements of these muscles seem to align with the 

electrical activity in the motor units as previously discussed. This pattern of abdominal 
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muscle thickness was also observed by Unger (2011), who suggested that thicker muscles at 

rest in individuals with STCP may be associated with increased tone. Hodges et al. (2003) 

reported no change in thickness of the abdominal muscles between resting and contracted 

states in individuals with STCP. Critchley & Coutts (2002) documented an increase in 

thickness of lower limb muscles in healthy adults. Other studies from the lower limb muscles 

of children and adolescents with STCP reported a decrease in thickness during contraction 

(Moreau et al., 2009 & 2013). The change therefore in muscle thickness from rest to an 

active state in the STCP group as seen in the present study, could imply a relaxation of the 

muscle fibres and therefore, that the muscle in general is unable to generate sufficient force 

on contraction. In comparison to the muscles in the TD group and the RA of the STCP group, 

an increase in thickness from resting to active states may represent muscle activity and, then, 

directly or indirectly an indication of muscle strength. Muscle strength, however, was not 

measured in this study, but, arguably, the strength of the individual muscle was inferred from 

the electrical activity in the muscle fibres as evaluated by the EMG scores.  It is not clear 

whether RA in the STCP group could take over the stabilising function of the other 

abdominal muscles with the change in thickness, which is indicative of muscle strength. 

However, there is supportive evidence from this study that EO, IO and TrA get thinner on 

contraction.   Some investigators such as Moseley & Hodges (2005) and Vasseljen et al. 

(2006) reported on the lack of a consistent relationship between the changes in muscle and 

EMG activity in the IO and TrA muscles.  

A selective pattern of muscle activation in the thigh muscles in response to voluntary 

movements has been reported by Zwaan et al. (2012); however, it is not clear if this is the 

case for the RA with regards to EMG activity in this study.  The EMG results of the RA and 

the MAP’s results of this muscle so far, appear to be conferring some kind of mosaic on the 

abdominal muscles as a group with the onset of STCP.  This is because the RA typically 

showed electrical action much like the abdominal muscle of children with TD.  How STCP 

could confer mosaic characteristics to a particular muscle within a muscle group has not yet 

been documented.  In subsequent sections of this discussion, the relationship between 

electrical activity in the abdominal muscle and the gross motor function of individuals with 

STCP may help to explain this trend further.  The implication of this result at this point is 

probably the need for further research into the utrastructural aspect of individual muscles 

within other muscle groups (for example, triceps brachii, quadriceps femoris, hamstrings, 

triceps surae and intrinsic back, hand / foot muscles) in individuals with STCP. This could 
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deepen the understanding of the behaviour of skeletal muscles in individuals with cerebral 

palsy and therefore sharpen the management skills of physical therapists.  

5.6.5 Variations in the EMG activity of various muscles between the STCP and TD 

groups  

Another significant difference between the STCP and TD group is the change in EMG 

activity from rest to active state. This change in EMG frequency in hertz units which has 

been inferred as equivalent to the overall active motor units in a muscle and thus muscle 

activity was significantly higher in the TD group than the STCP group (p < 0.001). Some 

studies have also reported a strong positive correlation between the changes in EMG activity 

and muscle strength (Hodges & Richardson, 1996 & 1998; Critchley, 2002; Critchley & 

Coutts, 2002; McMeeken et al., 2004). This linear association between muscle strength and 

changes in EMG activity has also been reported to strongly correlate positively with muscle 

thickness in the masseter muscle of healthy adults (Bakke et al., 1992). The quantum of 

change from resting to active state of the EMG activity is less in the STCP group than the TD 

group (refer to Table 29). As has been the case in MAP’s and EMG for the RA, the change in 

EMG activity for the RA showed no significant difference between the two groups (RASTCP = 

85.1Hz, RATD = 85.6Hz). This may imply that a linear relationship exists between change in 

EMG frequency and the strength of RA in both groups. Muscle strength was not evaluated in 

this study, but this implication is based on reports from other studies which equated changes 

in EMG activity to muscle strength (Hodges & Richardson, 1996 & 1998; Critchley, 2002; 

Critchley & Coutts, 2002; McMeeken et al., 2004).  The possible explanation to the 

difference in the changes in the EMG activity between the two groups had already been 

explored – probably an increase in tone in the STCP group during rest with a consequential 

recruitment of more motor units during this stage. Similar patterns of changes in EMG 

frequency between the STCP and TD groups were also reported in the quadriceps femoris 

and hamstring muscles (Fosang & Baker, 2006; Moreau et al., 2009; Merletti et al., 2010; 

van Gestel et al., 2012). 

The variance in the changes in muscle thickness and EMG activity between the oblique 

abdominal muscles and RA in the STCP group with regards to the provision of trunk stability 

may possibly be explained using the concept of agonistic and antagonistic behaviour of 

skeletal muscles. It is likely that with the alteration of the neuromuscular system as associated 

with STCP, co-contraction takes place between the RA and the other abdominal muscles, 

similar to muscles acting as agonists and antagonists (Fellows et al., 1994; Ikeda et al., 1998; 
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Damiano et al., 2000). Co-contraction for any reason in agonistic / antagonistic muscles has 

been shown to increase joint stiffness, which makes movement laborious (Fellows et al., 

1994; Ikeda et al., 1998; Damiano et al., 2000; Moseley & Hodges, 2005; Moreau et al., 

2011) and the rationale is that is what is observed with anterior pelvic tilt. If indeed co-

contraction occurs between the RA and the other abdominal muscles in individuals with 

STCP (assuming these muscles are behaving as agonists and antagonists) then force 

production levels could only be maintained if the force of the agonist increased concurrently 

with an antagonist restraint. The result of this type of action between two physiologically 

different muscles is that the joint could become incrementally stiffer, a feature that is 

commonly evident at the bony pelvis and often associated with individuals with STCP and 

aptly referred to as pelvic tilt. These differences in the changes to muscle thickness and EMG 

activity between the EO and IO on the one hand and the RA on the other, in individuals with 

STCP mean that the possibility of co-contraction amongst abdominal muscles must not be 

overlooked during rehabilitation and management of these individuals.   

5.6.6 Limitations to the use of EMG in this study  

There should be careful interpretation of EMG scores such as those shown in the results 

chapter above in order not to draw inappropriate conclusions. Due to the complexity in the 

interpretation of EMG results, some investigators have advocated the use of motion mode 

ultrasonography to track muscle activity as an alternative to the use of EMG (Ohata et al., 

2008; Vasseljen et al., 2009). The observations in this study were recorded in EMG 

frequency units (Hz) and not amplitudes, similar method has been used with validity and 

reliability documented (Lauer et al., 2007a; Prosser et al., 2010; van Gestel et al., 2012). For 

EMG frequency as an evaluation tool, a decrease in muscle activity records an increase in 

EMG scores (Frigo & Crenna, 2009; van Gestel et al., 2012). Therefore, the observation of 

no statistically significant difference of the EMG for RA between the two groups appears to 

concur with the MAP’s results in which RA in the STCP group characteristically showed 

features similar to those of TD individuals. 

5.6.7 Influence of age on MAP’s and EMG activity  

A positive association between age of the individual and muscle thickness was recorded: the 

older the child, the thicker the four muscles were in both groups. The onset of biomechanical 

and or hormonal mechanisms in these abdominal muscles predisposing them to alterations in 
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thickness in individuals with STCP may not be ruled out, but this is outside the scope of the 

current study. 

This correlation between age and muscle thickness has also been reported in limb muscles 

(Binzoni et al., 2001; Shortland et al., 2002).  Since muscle strength is reported to be closely 

related to muscle thickness in individuals with STCP (Ohata et al., 2008; Legerlotz et al., 

2010), and as the muscles were noted to be thinner in younger children compared with older 

ones, this may imply that attempts at rehabilitation of the abdominal muscles for the 

maintenance of posture stand a better chance of yielding promising results in children with 

STCP when administered early in life. Analysis of the results obtained from pennation angle 

(PA) and age in this study indicates that the age of individuals correlated positively with PA 

in all groups with Spearman’s rho ranging from 0.46 for EO active to 0.77 for TrA active (p 

< 0.005). However, a study on the medial gastrocnemius of healthy adults, showed a lack of 

correlation between PA and age rho = 0.26 to 0.32 (Legerlotz et al., 2010). In the present 

study, a weak association was found between PA and BMI with Spearman’s correlation 

values ranging from 0.06 for IO active to 0.41 for TrA active (p < 0.005). This trend was also 

similar to that which was recorded for muscle thickness in both groups therefore there 

appears to be a high degree of certainty that excluding age, no other anthropometric data of 

the participants influenced PA of the abdominal muscles. 

The strong correlation between young age and higher EMG frequency scores seems 

suggestive that, as the individual muscles become more refined in performing tasks with 

advancing age, then follows the recruitment of fewer motor units. In other words, generally 

there may be an increase in the recruitment of motor unit or firing in children of a younger 

age across both groups resulting in high EMG frequency scores. Similar observations were 

made in a study of muscle activity in the lower limb of children with STCP and TD (Lauer et 

al., 2010). This apparent similarity in the relationship between muscle activity and age in the 

two groups during the resting state seems to be an indication that muscle activity, rather than 

spasticity, may account for the variance observed in the gross motor functioning in 

individuals with STCP.   

5.6.8 Correlation between changes in MAP’s and the changes in EMG activity 

There was no direct correlation observed between the changes in MAP’s (as exemplified by 

the change in muscle thickness) and EMG frequency for individuals in the STCP group, 

whereas a weak association existed between these parameters for TD children (Table 35). In 
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this section only the change in the most reliable MAP, muscle thickness is considered.  The 

lack of any association between the changes in muscle thickness and EMG activity could 

probably mean that prediction of muscle strength from muscle thickness may be inadequate, 

especially through the use of sEMG to record the underlying motor units, a position held by 

many other investigators (Damiano et al., 2000; Suzuki et al., 2002; Goh et al., 2006; 

Crompton et al., 2007; Vasseljen et al., 2009; van Gestel et al., 2012). The lack of a 

correlation between the changes in muscle thickness and EMG activity may be as a result of 

other body structures which have been reported to contribute to muscle thickness but which 

differ from the active motor units of a muscle fibre and thus unable to influence EMG activity 

and its interpretation (Dario et al., 2004; Wakeling et al., 2007; van Gestel et al., 2012).  

Although there was no direct correlation between changes in EMG activity and muscle 

thickness, the Spearman’s rho scores in the present study agrees with the differences in trends 

observed between the EO and IO versus the RA in the STCP group. The changes in Th and 

the changes in EMG frequency showed a negative association for the EO and IO in the STCP 

group (rho = -0.386, p = 0.002; rho = -0.199, p = 0.117 respectively). On the other hand, a 

positive trend existed between these changes in the Th and EMG activity of the RA in the 

STCP group (rho = 0.329, p = 0.008). These correlations, though weak, nevertheless could 

further explain the difference in the trends seen between these muscles as has been discussed 

above. 

With the STCP group, there was an increase in the change in muscle thickness with a 

corresponding decrease in a change in the EMG activity. This has been implied to mean 

muscle weakness or lack of synchronisation amongst the activated motor units. A moderately 

positive association with the TD group for these changes (rho = 0.5, p < 0.001) with a similar 

positive correlation recorded for the RA in the STCP group (rho = 0.329, p = 0.008). These 

trends in the Spearman’s correlation test are another probability that changes in thickness in 

the TD group as well as RA of the STCP group could correspond to an increase in changes in 

EMG activity as evaluated in hertz units. In the TD group this may translate as the 

recruitment of more motor end-plates and therefore the production of greater force. 

Therefore the Spearman’s correlation between changes in Th and EMG activity also 

highlights the differences in behaviour between the EO and IO on one hand and the RA on 

the other hand, in the STCP group.  The Spearman’s correlation test showing a lack of 

association between the changes in muscle thickness and EMG activity in the STCP group is 
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still worthy of note. However, the discussions above are only possible explanations to the 

contrasting trends in the EO and IO muscles in the STCP group versus the muscles in the TD 

group as well as RA in the STCP. The ultimate difference between the individuals with STCP 

and TD children by way of the correlations with the changes in MAP’s and EMG activity is 

probably as a result of poor recruitment of motor units at rest in the STCP group. The poor 

recruitment may have arisen from the increased tone in the spastic muscles, EO and IO which 

were thicker at rest in the STCP group than in the TD group. 

5.7 Physiological cost index (PCI) and muscle activity  

The children with STCP appear to expend higher levels of energy in walking (mean = 0.74 

hb/min) than do their TD counterparts (mean = 0.34 hb/min) who used significantly less 

energy (p < 0.001). It could therefore be summarised that, an increased consumption of 

oxygen during walking seems to be associated with individuals with STCP. Whereas a 

negative correlation existed between PCI scores and age in both groups, the possible 

interpretation of this observation in individuals with STCP may have confirmed some of the 

earlier discussions made between MAP’s and age.  That is to say with increasing age, the 

individuals appear to have perfected skills needed for daily activity to the extent that there is 

less demand for the consumption of oxygen in the performance of these routine tasks. 

Alternatively, the present results most probably indicate that these older participant have 

adapted adequately to the condition of STCP that less energy is needed for the performance 

of daily task such as walking. This observation may imply that the burden of STCP lies 

heavily on younger individuals and therefore the impact of rehabilitation and intervention 

programmes may be greater in children of a younger age than in older ones.  

However, the consumption of oxygen by way of PCI measurements showed no correlation 

with BMI (STCP: rho = -0.084, p = 0.625 and TD: rho = -0.21, p = 0.211). This could mean 

that the anthropometric characteristics of the participants may not have any direct relationship 

with the levels of oxygen consumption in the performance of daily activities such as walking. 

There was no correlation between either PCI and the changes in MAP (muscle thickness) or 

PCI and the changes in EMG activity of the two groups. When the PCI scores were correlated 

against the changes in muscle thickness, although there was a significant difference between 

the two groups in term of oxygen consumption during walking (Figure 12), no direct 

association was observed. It may therefore follow that, while individuals with STCP showed 

high PCI scores (mean 0.74 hb/min), the net oxygen consumption does not necessarily 
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translate specifically to the cellular level of the various abdominal muscles. It is likely that 

the high PCI scores could be as a result of the demands of other metabolic activities by these 

children. An example may be the physiological needs of the body of these individuals with 

STCP to keep taut ligament and sensory organs (eyes and ears) in an active state in order to 

provide a steady gait may involve the consumption of high oxygen that is likely to increase 

the PCI scores on assessment.  

Similarly, the results from this study generally showed a lack of correlation between PCI and 

EMG activity in both groups (rho = -0.09 to -0.21; p < 0.21for STCP group while rho = -0.28 

to -0.42, p < 0.01 for TD group). This result coupled with the observation that no clear 

association was observed between the PCI scores and the changes in muscle thickness as 

discussed above, seems suggestive that the recruitment of abdominal muscles in both groups 

may not be dependent on energy consumption levels of these muscles. However, further 

investigation is required to determine the composition of fibre-type present in these 

abdominal muscles since this is likely to influence the susceptibility of the muscles to 

impairment levels. Additionally, since some authors (Ijzerman et al., 1999; Ijzerman & Nene, 

2002) argue in favour of the use the direct oxygen uptake test in the correlation of MAP’s and 

energy consumption, it may also be appropriate to have results from such a test before 

conclusions are drawn. The ability of these thin abdominal muscles to contract in order to 

provide stability to the strong and rigid bony pelvis may imply that cellular energy must be 

available but as to whether these muscles are made up of fast-twitch, low oxygen-demanding 

or slow-twitch, high oxygen-demanding fibres has not been documented. Rehabilitation in 

the form of muscle training is reported to have no alteration on the composition of fibre types 

(Stephenson, 2001; Forkey et al., 2003; Neunhauserer et al., 2011) and therefore PCI may not 

be linked to MAP’s and the recruitment of motor units of a muscle. The responsiveness of 

PCI test as an outcome measure of MAP’s and EMG activity of the abdominal muscles could 

only become relevant when these PCI scores are analysed alongside the fibre composition. 

5.8 Descriptive characteristics of unusual results  

5.8.1 Rectus abdominis (RA) muscle  

Rectus abdominis (RA) was the only muscle in the STCP group that increased in thickness 

from the resting to active states. Unger (2011) also obtained similar results. The RA muscles 

in children with STCP increased in thickness upon contraction much the same as TD 

individuals. The change in thickness from resting to active at 95% confidence interval was 
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0.3 to 0.42 for the STCP group in comparison to the EO, IO and TrA which range from -0.39 

to -0.23.  This change in thickness between the two groups is significant (p < 0.01). Some 

studies have reported that a positive change in muscle thickness from the resting to active 

represents muscle strength (Stackhouse et al., 2005; Urquhart et al., 2005). However, since 

abdominal muscles are reported to work independently with a collective effort in trunk 

stability and movement (Moseley & Hodges, 2005; Stackhouse et al., 2005; Urquhart et al., 

2005; Unger 2011), it is therefore not clear how this variant result of RA may impact on the 

stability and maintenance of posture in individuals with STCP.  

The RA muscle showed a pennation angle of 0°, which implies that this muscle is non-

pennated. There are no data in the literature with which to compare the PA of RA. However, 

gross morphological observation of dissected cadaveric parts showed the striped nature of 

this muscle to confirm its longitudinally orientated fibres which may confirm it to be non-

pennate and with a PA of 0°.  Different studies have shown that non-pennate muscles 

generate sufficient force in comparison to pennate muscles (Woittiez et al., 1984, Binzoni et 

al., 2001, Shortland et al., 2002, Wakahara et al., 2012). This could apply to the RA as 

opposed to the other abdominal muscles which show weak pennation (PA = 0.5° to 2.8°).  

The EMG results of the RA in the STCP group at resting state were also significantly lower 

(p < 0.001) than for the rest of the abdominal muscles. The change in EMG activity that 

signifies muscle strength was much greater in the RA than the other muscles. Stackhouse et 

al. (2005) noted that neuromuscular electrical activation may be advantageous over voluntary 

contraction exercises. The ultrastructural revelations of the abdominal muscles could be 

considered in choosing rehabilitation therapies. 

Other descriptive characteristics of the RA of the STCP group that are at variance with the 

rest of the abdominal muscles include: 

• A negative correlation with PCI, 

• Lack of correlation a correlation between the EMG resting results at rest and the other 

muscles upon contraction (rho = -0.08 to -0.06), and  

• FL coinciding with inter-sarcomeric length as there was no PA from which to 

calculate FL. 

As to whether these variances in the results of RA compared with the other abdominal 

muscles in individuals with STCP in the present study represent measurement errors or 
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inherent differences requires further investigation. The implications of the differences seen 

are discussed subsequently under the respective parameters. 

5.9 The relationship between gross motor function measure (GMFM), muscle activity 

and disability levels  

There was no association between either the gross motor function measure (GMFM) and 

muscle parameters or between GMFM and muscle activity (EMG score). Similar 

observations were made by Zwaan et al. (2012) who reported of a lack of correlation between 

GMFM and EMG activity of the lower limb muscles in 39 children with STCP and TD.  

Additionally, neither the changes in muscle thickness nor the changes in the recruitment 

patterns from rest to active state correlated with GMFM. Despite evidence from the results to 

suggest that the changes in muscle thickness as well as changes in the frequency of 

recruitment of muscle fibres from the resting to active states characterise muscle strength, 

GMFM score did not correlate with these changes either. Although Ohata et al. (2008) 

suggested that quantifying the change in muscle thickness may be a useful tool in the 

determination of gross motor function, evidence from the current study appears that the link 

between spasticity and therefore, indirectly with the impairment in function and the changes 

in muscle thickness is lacking. It is therefore most likely that GMFM as a functional outcome 

tool is not responsive to changes in MAP’s and the recruitment of motor units. Similar 

observations were made by Palisano et al. (2000) when correlating GMFM with the age of 

participants which resulted in these investigators suggesting that the GMFM as a tool may not 

be predictive of the strength and the ability of a child to perform daily activities. There have 

not yet been any reports relating GMFM directly to the ultrastructural parameters of 

individuals with STCP.  The strength of a muscle, however, has been shown to correlate 

highly with gross motor function in ambulatory children with spastic diplegia (Ross & 

Engsberg, 2002).  Deductions from this study seems to point to the fact that although a 

muscle may appear active, the gross motor function of an individual in the performance of 

daily tasks may be as a result of the collective effort of several groups of muscles and may 

not necessarily depend solely on a single group of specially trained muscles.  This position 

could be explained better with the results of the RA in the STCP group showing optimum 

activity with regards to all the investigations carried out but lacking a correlation between the 

GMFM test and the changes there are in muscle thickness and EMG scores. It is not clear 

whether the lack of correlation between GMFM test and MAP’s as well as with EMG activity 
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in individual muscle groups may impact on the intervention programmes for the children with 

STCP, but it appears that rehabilitation treatments solely aimed at reducing impairment of 

targeted muscles may not be particularly effective. The gross motor function of a child in 

general may be impaired by weakness and / or lack of recruitment of motor units, however, 

the GMFM test does not seem to be sensitive enough to detect these malfunctions at the level 

of individual muscles. The performance of daily tasks such as walking involves the 

integration of all muscles groups of the bony pelvis.  A possible reduction in the tone of all 

identified spastic muscles must be of prime consideration by therapists. 

However, the GMFM scores discriminated between the four disability levels (GMFCS Levels 

I – IV) that were examined. The current results indicated that the mildly affected participants 

classified as GMFCS Level I, performed best on this functional scale. With regard to 

impairment, participants in the study who were grouped in this category (I) are more closely 

related to TD individuals than children from GMFCS Level IV, who are severely affected by 

the condition and thus scored poorly with the GMFM test. Similar observations were made in 

the study of Himmelmann and co-workers (2007). The maximum, minimum and median 

scores of the children from GMFCS Level II were the most striking (Figure 25) with a large 

overlap between the individuals at level II and the 95% confidence interval limits of the 

scores of individuals from GMFCS III.  In the current study there was more overlap in the 

gross motor function measure of levels II and III than seen between Levels I and II.  In the 

study of Palisano and co-workers, an exception to the GMFM scores of children classified in 

level II was also reported in which participants in the GMFCS Level II category failed to 

achieve the expected scores at a given age (Palisano et al., 2000; Wood & Rosebaum, 2000). 

With individuals in the GMFCS Level II, it is most probable that incorrect classifications 

have occurred for children in this particular group. This may be the case since there are subtle 

characteristics that distinguish participants from this category from those in either GMFCS 

Levels I or III.  The findings of the GMFM test in the present study show that there is a 

correlation between the gross motor function and spasticity expressed as GMFCS Levels. It 

seems that the existence of an association between the GMFM test and the degree of 

disability supports the view that spasticity may contribute to motor impairment. The findings 

of the GMFM test in the current study in relation to the different disability levels are similar 

to the results of the study of Bartlett et al. (2010). 
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5.10 Hemiplegia  

Data from individuals with spastic hemiplegia in this study showed that the muscle thickness 

of the unaffected side indicated patterns that are similar to the results from the TD group, 

while the affected side indicated patterns as seen in the diplegic group (Tables 41 & 42 and 

Figure 28). This suggests that the abdominal muscles are also unilaterally affected in children 

with spastic hemiplegia in a similar fashion to the limb muscles. The unaffected side of 

children with spastic hemiplegia showed similar changes from resting to active states as 

children with TD in the thickness of all the muscles whereas the affected side showed similar 

responses to what is seen in the STCP group. For the EO, IO (and probable the TrA which 

was not tested) the EMG changes were significantly greater and positive on the unaffected 

side. The results of the hemiplegic individuals from the current study are similar to the report 

by Gorter et al. (2004) in that the impairment of body structures in individuals diagnosed 

with spastic hemiplegia is not limited only to the limb musculature. 

5.11 Reflections – strengths, weaknesses and new research questions that emerge  

The amount of connective tissue relative to the contractile component in these 

morphologically distinct muscles was not investigated in this study but the role of the ratio 

between the connective tissue and muscle, especially in the STCP group with respect to the 

differences relating to contractile or non-contractile tissue, should not be overlooked. What 

has not yet been documented is the extent to which the connective tissue may influence 

muscle activity and also the degree to which the RA on the one side and the EO, IO and TrA 

on the other side become adapted in their activity and contraction under pathological 

conditions. This interplay between muscle and connective tissue components must be the 

subject of intense investigation prior to the adoption of any guidelines on the practice of 

musculoskeletal rehabilitation. One advantage of the present study is the exploration of the 

basic functional biology of the muscle that seems to link morphological structures to the 

theory and the practice of the management of cases involving STCP.  

The current study also correlated the alterations in thickness of individuals with STCP to the 

possible onset of biomechanical mechanisms in the abdominal muscles. The hormonal 

influences on muscle function were not explored in this study. Suggestions about the 

interplay between contractile and non-contractile tissues, however, must not be taken to 

imply causality between some of these predictive mechanisms and the incidence of STCP. 
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The current study is largely descriptive and subjected to several limitations such as 

generalisability of the sample, therefore only further investigations could provide a deeper 

understanding in this field.  

It is worth mentioning here that to the best of knowledge of this investigator no such work 

has been conducted on the abdominal muscles in individuals with STCP and it is therefore 

challenging to relate the results of the abdominal parameters from the current study to another 

research project. 

One of the challenges encountered in the execution of this study is that there are relatively 

few studies on the abdominal muscles in the literature. The few publications found using the 

search strategy were mainly on healthy adults, thereby rendering them incomparable since the 

current study focused on children and adolescents with STCP.  As a result most of the 

hypotheses on which this study was designed had been based on observations from lower 

limb muscles in children with STCP. For example, it is stated that muscle thickness 

represents muscle strength in the lower limb. Although muscle strength was not measured 

directly in this study, the assumption made in the current study is that this might be the case 

following reports from the lower limb. This is a setback to the validity for a study such as this 

one which seems to be the first to quantify all muscle parameters in the abdominal muscles of 

children and adolescents. Therefore, a further investigation that would need to be done in 

order for some of the findings in the present study to be generalised may be whether the 

thickness of abdominal muscles is a reliable indicator of muscle strength as suggested for 

limb muscles. 

Similarly, further investigation is required on the functional implication of the heterogeneous 

nature of pennation in the abdominal muscles.  The mechanism by which the condition of 

STCP could confer mosaicism or a hybrid nature to a particular muscle within a muscle 

group was also beyond the scope of this study.  The implication of this result with its 

underlying functional relationships, could only be explained with the influx of information on 

the ultrastructural aspect of individual muscles within other muscle groups such as the triceps 

brachii, quadriceps femoris, hamstrings, triceps surae and intrinsic back, hand / foot muscles 

in individuals with STCP. 

The functional relationship between the thin abdominal muscles and the cellular consumption 

of energy in order to contract for the provision of stability to the strong and rigid bony pelvis 

was inconclusive from this study.  The responsiveness of the test for PCI as an outcome 
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measure of MAP’s and EMG activity of the abdominal muscles could only become relevant 

when the PCI scores are analysed alongside the fibre type, which was beyond the scope of 

this study and would therefore require further investigation.  

5.12 Reliability of measuring instruments  

The results were comparable with other studies and most of them made logical sense in 

hindsight. The US and EMG were reliable and valid based on a range of tests that were used 

as shown in Appendix C. The descriptions and discussion on the relialibility and validity of 

the test instruments as well as the results have already been presented in section 3.3.9. 

However FL yielded poor results and the use of the formula as described in literature is not 

recommended for abdominal muscles. 

5.13 Limitations of the study  

The calculation and derivation of fibre length is the major limitation to the study. Although 

inter- and intra-class co-efficient showed fair repeatability and reliability of this muscle 

parameter, the scores obtained appear impractical especially when compared to data from 

other parts of the body.  

While sample size was adequate, the demographic representation of STCP cases in the 

subgroup analysis performed on tests such as GMFM, GMFCS and PCI may not have been 

large enough to provide sufficient statistical power for the results in terms of generalisability. 

The fact that in this study the children were not classified into their GMFCS Levels by the 

researcher was another setback because the categorisation of the participants into disability 

levels was extracted from the personal data of the learners in their respective schools, based 

on the criteria from the health care providers. In this regard this was a reliance on the 

judgment of other people and may be considered as lacking scientific evidence. 

There is a potential of misdiagnosis of CP (the cases used in the study) in general, since none 

of the participants underwent imaging in the craniospinal axis. 

Arguably, the strength of the individual muscles were inferred from the electrical activity in 

the muscle fibres as evaluated by the EMG scores. This inference may be incorrect on the 

basis that from a practical point of view, technical issues such as electrode placement could 

give varied EMG scores.  
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Regarding the language of communication, English was used because the PI was unable to 

communicate in isiXhosa and Afrikaans. Compliance to instructions by participants 

especially with regard to movement of body parts, is key to the realisation of good results. 

The inability of both the PI and participants to have a common medium of communication 

apart from the English language could have an influence on the overall results.  

    

Chapter 6 Conclusion and recommendations  

6.1 Introduction  

Individuals with STCP show alterations in their locomotor apparatus at some stage in their 

life (Lampe et al., 2006; Gao et al., 2011). These locomotor apparatus include skeletal 

muscles, tendons, ligaments and joints (Andersen & Mattsson, 2001; Moreau et al., 2010). 

Quantifying the exact anatomical structures that have been transformed has been a source of 

concern to researchers for decades (Damiano et al., 2001; Elder et al., 2003).  However, the 

alterations of these structures of locomotion have often been associated with difficulty in 

walking and / or the inability to maintain a steady gait (Gao et al., 2011; Ko et al., 2013).  

Limb muscles have been the target of research in individuals with STCP with the 

accompanying gait and posture related problems. Weak abdominal muscles have been 

reported to have the ability to negatively affect the gait, cadence and posture of individual 

with STCP (Ohata et al., 2008). This study investigated the ultrastructure of the abdominal 

muscles in relation to function. Knowledge of the changes taking place in the architectural 

parameters of abdominal muscle between the resting and active states may be important in 

the understanding of the transformations or malformations taking place in these muscles with 

respect to function at the bony pelvis. The general aim of this study was to determine whether 

changes in MAP’s of the abdominal muscle relate to poor posture and the imbalance of the 

trunk. For this purpose, the changes in MAP’s in individuals with STCP were compared 

across the various disability levels and also with age-matched TD individuals. This appears to 

be the first study that relates MAP’s of abdominal muscles to gross motor function, and 

therefore it may contribute to a greater understanding of these muscles with respect to 

locomotion and the provision of stability.  
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6.2 Conclusion on the specific measurable themes

Based on the evidence provided above, the specific objectives as described in section 1.11.1 

of page 10 in this study may be answered as follows:  

• To validate ultrasonographic measurements of abdominal muscle thickness during

resting and contracted states in children with STCP and in children from the

typically developing (TD) group.

There has been suggestion in the literature without empirical evidence that the change in 

muscle thickness from the resting to active state represents the most reliable MAP’s in 

predicting muscle activity and strength (Damiano et al., 2000; Hodges et al., 2005; Goh et 

al., 2006; Ohata et al., 2008). The work of Unger (2011) showed differences in thickness 

between the abdominal muscles of children with STCP and TD individuals, but was unable to 

correlate these changes in thickness between the two groups to recruitment of fibre patterns 

and muscle activity. The present study shows that these changes in thickness are not only 

measurable using ultrasound techniques but could also be linked to muscle activity.  

• To determine whether there is any significant difference in muscle fibre alignment /

orientation (pennation angle) during resting and contracted states among children

and adolescents with STCP and those from the TD group.

Muscle thickness, muscle fibre length and pennation angle have often been identified as those 

muscle architectural parameters that determine the amount of force generated by a muscle 

(Abe et al., 1998; Lieber & Friden, 2000; Ohata et al., 2008). Most reports on PA of the 

abdominal muscles have been inferences from the investigations on MAP’s of the lower limb. 

Consequently all four abdominal muscles have been classified as parallel muscles 

(McMeeken et al., 2004). However, with regards to pennation, the evidence from this study 

indicated that abdominal muscles as a group may represent a transition from being poorly 

pennated as seen in the EO, IO and TrA to non-pennated in the RA of both groups. This is the 

first study to highlight the hybrid nature of abdominal muscles with regard to the orientation 

of the muscle fibres. 

Although small pennation angles (PA) were observed for the external oblique (EO), internal 

oblique (IO) and transversus abdominis (TrA) in both groups, the changes in PA on 

contraction showed a significant difference (p < 0.01) between the two groups.  In the STCP 

group, the pennation angles of EO, IO and TrA either remained unchanged or decreased in 
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angulation on contraction, whereas the PA of these muscles in TD individuals increased from 

resting to active state. Although these angulations indicated that the EO, IO and TrA muscles 

are weakly pennated muscles, this does not mean that that they are non-pennated, as is the 

case with the RA. This is the first study to investigate all three MAP’s, including the PA of 

the abdominal muscles in individuals with STCP. The observation that RA in both groups is 

similar with the attachment of the fibres in the longitudinal direction to the line of pull is 

important. This may mean that although RA muscle in the STCP group showed similar 

characteristics to those of TD individuals, the observation that the RA is a non-pennated 

muscle makes it easy to infer that the generation of force by the RA may not be sufficient to 

take over the activities of the much affected EO, IO and TrA, in stabilising the bony pelvis.  

The study answered the above objective in the following way: 

• Differences exist in the changes in PA from resting to active state in both groups for 

the EO, IO and TrA, 

• The RA in both groups showed similar characteristics with respect to pennation angle.  

 

• To determine which of these MAP’s - muscle thickness, pennation angle and fibre 

length - is most predictive of muscle activity / strength.  

The consistency and the reliability of the results of muscle thickness in both groups during 

the resting and active states may lend support to the conclusion that muscle thickness may be 

the most likely parameter to predict muscle activity. The changes in muscle thickness on 

contraction were closely related to the patterns of fibre recruitment in both groups as 

evidenced by the changes in EMG frequency from the resting state to the contracted state. 

Based on the observation of large pennation angles (PA) in the lower limb, some researchers 

have concluded that PA is related to muscle activity in much the same way as is muscle 

thickness (Kawakami et al., 2006; Iwanuma et al., 2011; Wakahara et al., 2012). However, 

evidence from this study indicated that although PA is fairly consistent in both groups, the 

values are relatively small when compared to results from lower limbs that any correlation 

between the PA and muscle activity / strength of the abdominal muscles may be considered 

weak and without any therapeutic implication.  

Similarly, the results of fibre length in both groups were inconsistent and lack any correlation 

with muscle activity. The state of abdominal muscle activity and or strength could not be 
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inferred mainly from an evaluation of fibre length for the implementation of any management 

procedure. 

The study seems to have answered this objective using the evidence provided that even 

though muscle thickness, pennation angle and fibre length have been documented as a 

predictor of muscle strength / activity, with regard to the abdominal muscles, thickness and 

the changes associated with that thickness on contraction may be regarded as the most 

reliable and predictive of muscle performance.  

• To determine whether there is any significant difference in macroscopic muscle

parameters (MAP’s) - muscle thickness, fibre length and pennation angle in

children with STCP across the different levels of CP i.e (Gross Motor Function

Classification Scale [GMFCS I, II, III & IV]).

The study showed no association between MAP’s and the disability levels of participants. No 

MAP’s appear to be adversely affected across the GMFCS levels. However, a correlation of 

the measure of functional ability across the various disability groups indicated that   

As has been found in the rehabilitation literature, it is apparent that impairment on the level 

of body structure and function does not necessarily translate into function.  However, the 

variability between the score of the STCP might be small and therefore, as all are impaired 

with regard to the MAP’s tested and all are functionally disabled, there is not much variance 

between the scores on the MAP’s and the GMFM.  It seems as if the child either has 

abnormal muscle parameters and is functionally impaired, or does not have impairments and 

is functionally able.  

• To determine whether there is any significant difference in surface EMG activity in

the abdominal muscles during resting and contracted states of children and

adolescents with STCP and those from the TD group.

Evidence from this study reveals that there was a significant difference (p < 0.001) between 

the frequency of the recruitment patterns of the muscle fibres in both groups during resting 

and active states. The changes in EMG activity between the resting and contracted states of 

the two groups were also significantly different for the EO and IO muscles but no difference 

was observed for the RA of both groups. The deductions made from these differences in 

EMG activity between individuals with STCP and TD children are that the onset of STCP 

may be accompanied by an accentuated neuromuscular activity even at rest to such a level 
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whereby during contraction, the abdominal muscles lack the capacity to recruit more motor 

units. 

• To determine how MAP’s relate to function in different age groups of children 

with STCP and the different ambulatory groups (GMFCS levels I, II and III) by 

assessing the gross motor function measure (GMFM) among the three 

ambulatory groups of STCP.                       

The findings from this study based on this specific objective revealed that the muscle 

parameters are linearly related to the age of the participants. With regard to the age, disability 

levels and gross motor function of the participants, the findings may conclude that a strong 

correlation exists between functional ability and level of disability (GMFCS levels). 

However, deductions from the study also reveal that, although the GMFM test discriminated 

fairly among the GMFCS levels, this outcome measure may lack the responsiveness to 

changes in muscle parameters. The GMFM test may not be a useful tool for the evaluation of 

the degree of transformation taking place in a particular group of muscle.  

• To determine whether there is any significant difference in energy consumption 

as measured by means of the physiological cost index (PCI) and whether there 

is any correlation between the PCI and architectural parameters of muscles 

between the STCP and TD groups. 

Energy consumption as evaluated through the PCI measure in this study indicated that more 

energy was consumed in the performance of daily activity such as walking in individuals with 

STCP than was used up by TD children. It appears from these findings that the condition of 

STCP increases the consumption of energy during the performance of daily tasks, therefore it 

could be deduced that spasticity may be indirectly related to low threshold of fatigue. 

However, the PCI test showed no association with the muscle architectural parameters in both 

groups. The changes in the internal activities of various muscle fibres in the individual 

muscle groups failed to correspond to the PCI scores. In conclusion the study may have 

answered this specific objective in two ways:  

(i) Significant difference exist between the STCP and TD groups by way of PCI 

scores, and 

(ii) No correlation is found between PCI and MAP’s in both groups.  

In summary and with reference to the broad aims of this study as outlined in section 1.1 of 

page 2 and recaptured as follows: 
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• Identifying whether abdominal muscles undergo transformation in children 

with CP, 

• Establishing the nature of any such structural changes that may occur, and 

• Determining whether these changes impact on function. 

The study has provided evidence that most of the abdominal muscles of children and 

adolescents with STCP when compared to TD individuals showed changes in architecture. 

The rectus abdominis muscle, however, indicated no change in muscle parameters in 

individuals with STCP when compared with TD individuals. 

The study also showed that when at rest the EO, IO and TrA were thicker than on 

contraction.  It could also be established from this study that these muscles showed a decrease 

in pennation angle and also in fibre length on contraction. The RA of individuals with STCP 

showed no difference in structure when compared with TD individuals. 

The correlation between these changes on muscle function and on the performance of daily 

activity was not clear. However, compared with muscles of individuals from the TD group, 

these changes in muscle architecture in individuals with STCP appear to impact adversely on 

the bony pelvis. 

6.3 Significance of study  

This study may add further information to the field of cerebral palsy and changes that take 

place in abdominal muscles with the occurrence of spastic type cerebral palsy, which impact 

on rehabilitation strategies. Some of the findings and suggestions listed below may add new 

knowledge to the field of muscle architecture and cerebral palsy in general: 

• Ultrasound imaging is a fast, reliable and easy to measure muscle thickness even with 

novice researchers and practitioners. The study validates the use of ultrasound as a 

reliable tool in quantifying muscle thickness. 

• Although the MAP’s of the limb muscles have been documented, this study correlates 

well to the findings of Unger (2011) and together with that study, describes the 

abdominal muscle parameters of both children with STCP and TD children for the 

first time. 

• Spasticity seen in the abdominal muscles may not represent a lack of neuromuscular 

activity in the muscle fibres, as shown by the increased activity of motor unit during 

the resting stage in the oblique abdominal muscles. Procedures that are capable of 
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reducing the increased muscle tone may be essential prior to strengthening these 

muscles. 

• Abdominal muscles exist as a heterogeneous group along the anterior segment of the 

trunk. Each of these muscles shows unique sets of characteristics with respect to the 

generation of forces as well as the provision of stability for the bony pelvis.  A 

thorough understanding may be required about their involvement in the maintenance 

of stability and adequate posture with respect to the management of the mal-alignment 

of the trunk in individuals with STCP. 

• The anterolateral abdominal muscles (EO, IO and TrA) have poorly pennated muscle 

bellies which become virtually like non-pennated muscles on contraction while the 

RA, which is sagittally located, was found to behave as a typically non-pennated 

muscle during resting and active states.  

• Functional outcome measures used in clinical practice to evaluate muscle 

characteristics may not correlate closely with the true anatomical and physiological 

states of the various abdominal muscles. 

6.4 Recommendations for future research  

Further investigations into the nature of muscle structure are important in the provision of 

information for use in forecasting other disabilities and limitations in activity associated with 

spastic type cerebral palsy. The present study, which explored the link between theory and 

clinical practice, provides the following recommendations for future studies. 

Further studies on the basic structure, function and neuromuscular activities of the abdominal 

muscles as well as the intrinsic low back muscles in individuals with STCP, are essential for 

the understanding of the maintenance of stability through the bony pelvis by these core 

muscles. The maintenance of posture and stability are equally important to locomotor 

activities if the long term complications of structures are to be avoided in cases involving 

STCP. A paradigm shift of research on cerebral palsy towards the basic structure and 

function of all the muscle groups involved in the provision of balance to the bony pelvis may 

deepen the knowledge and understanding of STCP and its management. In future studies, 

kinematic analysis of body posture, specifically of the pelvic tilt should be included.  

In addition to the non-invasive use of ultrasonography to investigate the structure of 

abdominal muscles, there may be a need for biochemical analysis of these muscles in order to 
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determine the composition of fibre types. This may provide more insight into the structure 

and function of abdominal muscles and thus deepen knowledge on the role played by these 

muscles at the bony pelvis. 

6.5 Recommendations for practice  

Of relevance to practitioners, the oblique abdominal muscles and most likely the transversus 

abdominis muscle were observed to have increased tone at rest in individuals with STCP. 

This leads to the following questions that may be asked. How can tone in these muscles be 

reduced prior to strengthening them, if they are to exert any meaningful force at the bony 

pelvis?  The rectus abdominis (RA) muscle appears to be relatively unaffected by STCP.  The 

question of how to maximally activate the lateral muscles and reduce the reliance on RA 

needs to be addressed within the clinic set-up.  Is it possible to inhibit the action of RA while 

simultaneously activating the lateral abdominal muscles and train the selective muscle control 

that is the aim of some forms of physical therapy? On the other hand, given that the RA is 

parasagittally located with the adjacent abdominal muscles rather being affected by STCP, 

should the perceived optimal activity in the RA be exploited in rehabilitation regimens in 

order to become beneficial to trunk stability?  

6.6 Conclusion  

Although few direct relationships between function and muscle parameters were found, the 

large differences between the two groups in muscle activation ability indicate that the 

abdominal muscles are indeed severely affected by cerebral palsy. Many questions have been 

raised by this study and it is clear that a greater understanding of the structure and function of 

these muscles is necessary in order to facilitate the development of more effective 

rehabilitation interventions. The rehabilitation techniques will need to target both the 

impairments, specifically the poor activation of muscles and the functional limitations, 

including gross motor function and increased energy usage during gait. In this way, children 

with cerebral palsy may be helped to reach their full functional potential, regardless of their 

level of functional limitation. 
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Appendix A 2: Approval by the Human Research Ethics Committee for ammendment 

of protocol

UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN 

" 
. -

6 December 2012 

HREC REF: 490/2011 

Mr S Adjenti 
c/o Prof G Louw 
Human Biology 
Room 4.06 
Anatomy Building 

Dear Mr Adjenti 

Faculty of Health Sciences 
Human Research Ethics Committee 

Room E52-24 Groote Schuur Hospital Old Main Building 
Observatory 7925 

Telephone [021] 406 6626 • Facsimile [021] 406 6411 
e-mail: shuretta.thomas@uct.ac.za 

PROJECT TITLE: AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE ULTRA STRUCTURE OF ABDOMINAL MUSCLE 
PARAMETERS AND THEIR EFFECT ON ANTERIOR PELVIC TILT IN CHILDREN AND 
ADOLESCENTS WITH SPASTIC TYPE CEREBRAL PALSY 

Thank you for submitting your amendment to the Faculty of Health Sciences Human Research Eth ics 
Committee . 

The HREC have noted and approved the minor amendment for the above-mentioned study 
including the following: 

Recruiting of a new group 
Replacement of Gross motor Function Measure (GMFM) and Physiological cost Index (PeI) 
measurements 
Child Assent Form (for child with developmental co-ordination disorders) 
Parent / Guardian Assent Form 

Please note that the ongoing ethical conduct of the study remains the responsibility of the principal 
investigator. 

Please quote the HREC REF in all your correspondence. 

Yours sincerely, 

PROFESSOR MARC BLOCK MAN 
CHAIRPERSON. FHS HUMAN RESEARCH ETHICS 

5 Thomas 
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Appendix A 3: Permission from the Department of Education  

 

REFERENCE: 2011202-0028 
ENQUIRIES: Dr A T Wyngaard 

Mr Saviour Adjenti 
Faculty of Health Sciences 
UCT 
Rondebosch 

Dear Mr Saviour Adjenti 

Directorate: Research 

~i,L~,wyngoorQ 2..~I. pgWC.qoV .ZO 

tel: +27 021 4679272 
Fax: 0865902282 

Private Bag x91 14, Cape Town, 8000 
wced.wcope.gov.za 

RESEARCH PROPOSAL: AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE ULTRA STRUCTURE OF ABDOMINAL MUSCLE 
PARAMETERS AND THEIR EFFECT ON ANTERIOR PELVIC TILT IN CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS 
WITH SPASTIC TYPE CEREBRAL PALSY (STCP) 
Your application to conduct the above-mentioned research in schools in the Western Cape has been approved 
subject to the following conditions: 
1. Principals, educators and learners are under no obligation to assist you in your investigation. 
2. Principals, educators, learners and schools should not be identifiable in any way from the results of the 

investigation. 
3. You make all the arrangements concerning your investigation. 
4. Approval for projects should be conveyed to the District Director of the schools where the project will be 

conducted. 
5. Educators' programmes are not to be interrupted. 
6. The Study is to be conducted from 01 February 2013 till 30 August 2013 
7. No research can be conducted during the fourth term as schools are preparing and finalizing syllabi for 

examinations (October to December). 
8. Should you wish to extend the period of your survey, please contact Dr A.T Wyngaard at the contact 

numbers above quoting the reference number? 
9. A photocopy of this letter is submitted to the principal where the intended research is to be conducted. 
10. Your research will be limited to the list of schools as forwarded to the Western Cape Education 

Department. 
11 . A brief summary of the content, findings and recommendations is provided to the Director: Research 

Services. 
12. The Department receives a copy of the completed report/dissertation/thesis addressed to: 

The Director: Research Services 
Western Cape Education Department 
Private Bag X9114 
CAPE TOWN 
8000 

We wish you success in your research. 

Kind regards. 
Signed: Dr Audrey T Wyngaard 
for: HEAD: EDUCATION 
DATE: 23 January 2013 

Lower POiliarnent Street, Cape Town, 800 1 
tel: +2721 467 9272 fax: 086590228;> 
Safe Schools: 0800 45 46 47 

Private Bog X9114, Cope Town, 8000 
Ernployrnenl and solOlY enquiries: 0861 923322 
www.westerncape .gov.zo 
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WESTERN CAPE 
Educa lion Department 
Provincial GO'f·]rnrn"nt of Ih8 WE'sir,rn Cope 

RES 
EAR 
CH 

;... ;" ' Y·"£ 't..' ... .,}!1 1!n; :or .:a \'{ · ~Ql .1 

te l: +27021 4769272 
Fax: 0865902282 

Private Bag x9114. Cope Town, 8OCX) 

wced.wcape.gov.za 

REFERENCE: 20111 202-0028 
ENQUIRIES: Dr A T Wyngaard 

Mr Saviour Adjenti 
Faculty of Health Sciences 
UCT 
Rondebosch 

Dear Mr Saviour Adjenti 

RESEARCH PROPOSAL: AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE ULTRA STRUCTURE OF ABDOMINAL MUSCLE 
PARAMETERS AND THEIR EFFECT ON ANTERIOR PELVIC TILT IN CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS 
WITH SPASTIC TYPE CEREBRAL PALSY (STCP) 
Your application to conduct the above-mentioned research in schools in the Western Cape has been approved 
subject to the following conditions: 
1. Principals, educators and learners are under no obligation to assist you in your investigation. 
2. Principals, educators , learners and schools should not be identifiable in any way from the results of the 

investigation. 
3. You make all the arrangements concerning your investigation. 
4. Educators' programmes are not to be interrupted. 
5. The Study is to be conducted from 01 February 2012 till 30 August 2012 
6. No research can be conducted during the fourth term as schools are preparing and finaiizing syliabi for 

examinations (October to December) . 
7. Should you wish to extend the period of your survey, please contact Dr A.T Wyngaard at the contact 

numbers above quoting the reference number. 
8. A photocopy of this letter is submitted to the principal where the intended research is to be conducted. 
9. Your research wi ll be limited to the list of schools as forwarded to the Western Cape Education 

Department. 
10. A brief summary of the content, findings and recommendations is provided to the Director: Research 

Services. 
11. The Department receives a copy of the completed report/dissertation/thesis addressed to: 

The Director: Research Services 
Western Cape Education Department 
Private Bag X9114 
CAPE TOWN 
8000 

We wish you success in your research. 

Kind regards. 
Signed: Audrey T Wyngaard 
for: HEAD: EDUCATION 
DATE: 02 December 2011 

MELD ASSEBLIEF YERWVS INGSNQMM !o.: RS IN ALLE KQRRESPONDENSIE I PLEA SE QUOTE REFE RENCE Nu,'\·1BERS IN ALL CORRESPONDENCE f 
NC'E DA u allALE II NOMBOLOZESALATHISO KUVO YONKE IMBAlELWANO 

GRAi'4D CENTRAL TOWERS, LAER-PARLI<:MENTSTRAAT, PRIVAATSAK X9114, KAAPSTAO 8000 
GRANO C ENTRAL TOWERS, LOWER PARLIAMENT STREET, PRIVATE BAC X9114, CAPE TOWN 8000 

WEB: http://wced.wcape.gov.za 

INBELSENTRUM ICALL CENTRE 
INOIENSNEi\1I /'1iG- EN SAl.AR IS:'IIAVRAElEl\1PLOYMENT AND SALARY QtJER IF.S 80861 92 33 22 

VE llIGE SKOL FiSA F[ SCHOO LS W 0800 45 46 47 
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Appendix A 4: Ethical approval of annual progress report 

r " " -.~~. .- .--_ .. --_._---_._-
\ :-1 ' :~ , ~ \r,) ~ f:.~tARC.H 
, c"': :·: ' .. c. :"i~;:. ,··~ :··;:-EE 

~ UN IVERS IT Y Of CAPE TOWN 
. . , .. , . . ,, ' ... ··.t· 3 .lL-Q.b.+. 2012 FAC L TY OF HEALTH SCIENC , ES 

:~S r::(r. N0/ Human Research Ethics Commit tee 

: . . .. ,. - :. : ·:: .. \(ULTY 
\Renewal FHS016: Annuat Pr(jgr~~ :a:,~ 

. ! .. : . ":'.1 1 • JI ..... \ . .... 
. ...... 

HREC office use only (FWAO0001637; IRBOOOO1938) 

This serves as not ificat ion of annual approval, includ ing any documentation described below. 

ci Approved Annual progress report Approved until/next renewal date I~ 1I ·CO 
o Not approved See attached comments 

Signature Chairperson of the HREC .1//$/ 1 Date Signed 
1
7;0J,L 

Principal Investigator to complete the following : 

1. Protocol information 

Date form submitted 

HREC REF Number 41 ojS..u III Current Ethics Approval was granted until 123 .- i) - ,2. 

Protocol title ,q.tJ I I" VF~ 'I\ ~.ff)l.'N !}lTD ·,ltt u. ~I ~j;T I1.C) l-\ l!t: 

cl'j=: A-9,.D o m.ll-'rrl- /V\~ c l...-e f'~\"'-~\E""12S A-ND ·Il+£~ 
P-f~ O!)I -"'rlJ")-8Z.IO'e. pet-VlC. Tl LJ 11--1 c\TIL-be.BV,,-
A.b 0 \-£;<:; GEY"l>' 0t 1'1++ >~JlC T( p£ c.t= R F' ~ l?+\ L- PIl1 

Protocol number (if 
applicable) 

Principal Investigator 5' VI. .. I' 0 L\ ( A- j) ...Jt=-1'l'l"' I 
Department / Office DFj'J . c-i= ~\ )~\rrN 'Eo ( (;.1.- 0 tz<i I A-tI.ty 10""~1 g" IL]> 
Internal Mail Address 

o 3s-E'OL I[#) olAf T Itl-J Z. I i) ~Ok1) 1.-lC/ 

1.1 Does this protocol receive US Federal funding? 0 Yes P NO 

1.2 Has sponsorship of th is study changed? If yes, please attach a revised 0 Yes Jf!'NO 
summary of the budget. 

2. List of documentation 

k' 

~ 

I.tv' 

26 July 2012 Page 1 of 4 FHS016 

(No!€!: Please complete the Closure form (FHS010) if the study is completed within the approval period) 
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Appendix A 5: Approval of closure of study from Human Research Ethics Committee 
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Appendix A 6: Sample letter of  invitation to parents / guardians 

Friends Day Centre 
Special Care And Activity Centre For People With Severe & Profound 
Intellectual And Physical Disabilities 

WD 302002 7 / 006 - 245 - NPD / PBD, 130002579 Sect 'Ba ,'B/11/13/2579 

j , 

! C May 2012 

Dear Parents / Guardians 

PO BOX 229 7404 MAITLAND 

CAPE TOWN SOUTH AFRICA 

TEL: +27 21 5] 1 5!m1 

www.fr ie!lQ.t9~.£g[!!r.~QI&i@ 

J00~~ 
The Centre has been approached to be part of a ~te,~ research study to 
investigate the abdominal (tummy) muscle function in children with Cerebral ' 
Palsy. 

We would hereby like to request your permission for your child's participation in 
i I-Ie above mentioned study. Attached are consent forms that need to be 
compleied and returned as soon as possible. 

if you have any concerns or questions, please feel free to contact the Centre / 
Physif) departr.~ent 

Kind Regards 

~ . .)~,;(];~.q/ . tv~ r; 
l.iezi MOilenberg 
Physio Dept 

rfof~ssor Shiriey l inn B.A. {wWr~. ~.D . E. (UWC), H.Ed Honour£ (Uilisa), M .Ed (UWC), M.Ed (H?iVarcJ) . D.Ed (Harvard), 
;;U! ',;! • R(~sources Dire:to, fo : Stand;.nd 8:1r!i< S A and Deputy Global Head of H R for Standard Bank Group. 
Pn:l :~ !' s:; i" Thandabt> ntv Nhfapo !LA .. iU9LS), l!.!3 Honours (Glasgow)' DPhil (Oxford), DeputyVice-Chancefior ucr 
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Appendix A 7: Translation of letter of invitation into Afrikaans  

 
 

24 February 2012 

Dear Parents, 

A student asked us if he could do a research pr~ject at Paarl School. He needs learners for his 

project. His name is Saviour Adjenti, and he is a Phd. student in Human Biology at the 

University of Cape Town . We identified your child as a possible candidate for the study. It is 

totally voluntary and does not affect the therapy at school. The forms (that explains everything) 

are included . Please fill in both forms if you are willing to let your child participate in the study, 

and send back to school by Monday. If you do not want your child to be part of this study, 

please send the empty forms back to school. 

Thank you 

The physiotherapists 

24 Februarie 2012 

Geagte Ouers, 

'n Student het ons genader t.O.V. 'n navorsingstudie wat hy graag by die skool wil doen. Hy 

benodig leerders vir sy studie. Sy naam is Saviour Adjenti, en hy is 'n Phd student in Menslike 

Biologie by die Universiteit van Kaapstad. Ons het u kind geidentifiseer as 'n moontlike 

kandidaat vir die studie. Dit is heeltemal vrywillig en onafhank..lik van die terapie wat by die 

skool aangebied word. Ons stuur die vorms (waarin alles verduidelik word) saam huistoe. Indien 

dit u goedkeuring wegdra, vul asb.beide vorms in en stuur teen Maandag terug skooltoe. 

Indien u nie wil he u kind moet deer wees van die studie nie,stuur asb.steeds die vorms terug na 

fisioterapie. 

Baie dankie 

Die fisioterapeute 
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Appendix A 8: Informed child assent / consent form for children with STCP  
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Appendix A 10: Informed assent / consent form for children with typical development 

(TD)  
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Appendix A 11: Informed consent form for parents / guardians of child with typical 

development  
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NB: Some of the items in the original consent forms could not be carried out for 

various reasons but had to be amended slightly for other tests. See attached 

amended approval letters above. 
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 Appendix B: GMFM tool and  the interpretation of disability levels  

Appendix B 1: The GMFM tool 

 

GROSS MOTOR FUNCTION MEASURE (GMFM) 
SCORE SHEET (GMFM-88 and GMFM-66 scoring) 

Version 1.0 

Chi ld's Name: _ ___________________ 10 # : _____ _ 

Assessment date: GMFCS Level ' 
year / month /day DDDDD Date of birth: 
year / month /day II I IV V 

Chronological age: ___ ,-,-,-___ _ 
years/months 

Testing Conditions (eg,.room, clothing, time, 
others present) 

Evaluator's Name: 

The GMFM is a standardized observational instrument designed and validated to measure change in 
gross motor function over time in children with ce rebral palsy. The scoring key is meant to be a general 
guideline. However, most of the items have specific descriptors for each score. It is imperative that the 
guidelines contained in the manual be used for scoring each item. 

SCORING KEY 0 = does not initiate 
1 = initiates 
2 = partially completes 
3 = completes 
NT = Not tested [used for the GMAE scoring"] 

It is now important to differentiate a true score of "0" (child does not initiate) 
from an item which is Not Tested (NT) if you are interested in using the 

GMFM-66 Ability Estimator Software. 

"The GMFM-66 Gross Motor Ability Estimator (GMAE) software is available with the GMFM manual (2002). The advantage of 
the software is the conversion oflhe ordinal scale into an interval scale. This will allow for a more accurate estimate of the child's 
ability and provide a measure that is equally responsive to change across the spectrum of ability levels. Items that are used in the 
calculation oflhe GMFM-66 score are shaded and identified with an asterisk ("). The GMFM-66 is only valid for use with children 
who have cerebral palsy. 

Contact for Research Group: 
Dianne Russell, CanChild Centre for Childhood Disability Research , McMaster University, Institute for 
Applied Health Sciences, McMaster University, 1400 Main SI. W, Rm. 408, Hamilton, L8S 1C7 
Tel : North America - 1 905525-9140 Ext: 27850 
Tel : All other countries - 001 905525-9140 Ext: 27850 
E-mail : canchild@mcmaster ca Fax: 1 905 522-6095 

Website: www.fhs.mcmaster.ca/canchild 

1 GMFCS level is a rating of severity of motor function. Definitions are found in Appendix I of the GMFM manual (2002). 
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Check (.; ) the appropriate score : if an item is not tested (NT), circle the item number in the right column 

[tern A: L Y[NG & ROLL[NG SCORE NT 

1. SUP, HEAD [N M[DLlNE: TURNS HEAD WITH EXTREMITIES SYMMETRICAL ..... 00 10 20 30 1. 

2. SUP: BRINGS HANDS TO MIDLINE, FINGERS ONE WITH THE OTHER. . ............... , .. , 00 10 20 30 2. 

3. SUP: LIFTS HEAD 45° ... 00 10 2D 30 3. 

4. SUP: FLEXES R HIP AND KNEE THROUGH FUll RANGE .. 00 10 20 3D 4. 

5. SUP: FLEXES L HI? AND KNEE THROUGH FUll RANGE . ................. ..... .. , ..... " .... 00 10 20 3D 5. 

6. SUP: REACHES OUT WITH R ARM, HAND CROSSES MIDLINE TOWARD TOY • 00 10 20 30 6. 

7. SUP: REACHES DUr WITH L ARM, HAND CROSSES MIDLINE TOWARD TOV. . ..................... ,'" ... 00 10 2D 3D 7. 

8. SUP: ROllSTOPROVER R SIDE .. ," 00 10 2D 30 8. 

9. SUP: ROllS TQ PROVER L SIDE 00 10 20 30 9. 

10. PR: LlFTSHEAO UPRIGHT . ...................... . ....................... 00 10 20 30 10. 

11 . PR ON FOREARMS: LIFTS HEAD UPRIGHT, ElBOWS EXT" CHEST RAISED .. 00 10 2D 3D 11 . 

12. PR ON FOREARMS: WEIGHT ON R FOREARM, FULLY EXTENDS OPPOSITE ARM FORWARD .. 00 10 2D 30 12. 

13. PR ON FOREARMS: WEIGHT ON LFOREARM. FUllY EXTENDS OPf'OSITEARM FQRWARD .. 00 10 2D 30 13. 

14. PR: ROLLS TO SUP OVER R SIDE . ....................................... 00 10 20 30 14. 

15. PR: ROLLS TO SUP OVER L SIDE ... , .... ,', .. , .,,', ..... , ..... , ... ,", .. 00 10 20 30 15. 

16. PR: PIVOTS TO R 900 USING EXTREMITIES, •• "". . ........................ 00 10 2D 3D 16. 

17. PR: PIVOTS TO L 90° USING EXTREMITIES '" , .. ""'",, ... ,,''''''' 00 10 20 3D 17. 

TOTAL D[MENS[ON A 

[tern B: S[TTlNG SCORE NT 

18. SUP, HANDS GRASPED BY EXAM[NER: PUllS SElF TO SITTING WITH HEAD CONTROl .. ... 00 10 20 30 18. 

19. SUP: ROllS TO R SIOE,ATIAINSSmlNG .... .. .................. 00 n 20 30 19 . 
20. SUP: ROllS TO L SIDE. AnAlNS SITTING , .............. ,," " .......... , ... " ... .... ..... .. 00 n 20 30 20. 

21. 
SIT ON MAT, SUPPORTED AT THORAX BY THERAP[ST: LlFTSHEADUPRIGHT,MANTAINS 00 10 2D 30 21. 3 SECONDS ...... ..... .. . 

22. 
SIT ON MAT, SUPPORTED AT THORAX BY THERAP[ST: LIFTS HEAD MIDLINE, MANTAlNS 00 10 20 30 22. 10 SECONDS .... .. ... .. .................... .. ... .. ... ,.,., ...... .. ,.,." . 

23. SIT ON MAT, ARM(S) PROPPING: MAlNTAOJS. 5 SECONOS ....... ........ " .... " ..... 00 10 2D 3D 23. 

24. SIT ON MAT: MAINTAINS,ARMSFREE, 3 SECONDS ..... 00 10 20 30 24. 

25. SIT ON MAT W[TH SMALL TOY [N FRONT: LEANS FORWARD. TOUCHES TOY, RE·ERECTS 00 10 20 30 25. WITHOUT ARM PROPPING ... 

26. SIT ON MAT: TOUCHES TOV PLACED 45° BEHIND CHILD'S R SIDE, RETURNS TO START. 00 10 20 3D 26. 

27. SIT ON MAT: TOUCHES TOY PLACED 45° BEHJNDCHILD'S L SIDE, RETURNS TO START 00 10 20 3D 27. 

28. R S[DE SIT: MAINTAlNS, ARMSFREE, 5 SECONOS . ...... ..... .. ... ...... ,.,." ... , .. ...................... 00 10 20 30 28. 

29. L S[DE SIT: MAINTAJNS. ARMS FREE, 5 SECONOS 00 10 20 30 29. 

30. SIT ON MAT: LOWERS TO PR WITH CONTROL .. .. .......... " ........ 00 10 20 30 30. 

31. SIT ON MAT WITH FEET [N FRONT: ATTAINS 4 POINT OVER R SIDE .. """ .. ,,',, .... ... 00 10 20 30 31. 

32. SIT ON MAT W[TH FEET [N FRONT: ATTAINS 4 POINT OVER L SlOE 00 10 20 30 32. 

33. SIT ON MAT: PIVOTS 90°, WITHOUT ARMS ASSISTING .. .."'" .... ", .. " .... " .. ,',, ..... 00 10 20 30 33. 

34. SIT ON BENCH: MAINTAINS, ARMS ANO FEETFREE, 10 SECONOS 00 10 20 30 34. 

35. STD: ATIAINS SIT ON SMAll BENCH .. ........ , .................. " .. 00 10 20 30 35. 

36. ON THE FLOOR: ATTAJNS SIT ON SMAll BENCH ... ............ .. "" .... . ...... " ... " ......... 00 10 20 3D 36. 

37. ON THE FLOOR: ATTAlNS SIT ON LARGE BENCH. .. ........... ..... ,'". 00 10 20 3D 37. 

TOTAL DIMENS[ON B 
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Item C: CRAWLING & KNEELING SCORE NT 

38. PR: CREEPS FORWARD 1.8m (6') .... . ........................................................... 00 10 20 3D 38. 

39. 4 POINT: MAINTAINS, WEIGHT ON HANDS AND KNEES, 10 SECONDS 00 10 20 3D 39. 

40. 4 POINT: ATTAINS SIT ARMS FREE .. . .. ................................. 00 10 20 3D 40. 

41. PR: ATTAINS 4 POINT, WEIGHT ON HANDS AND KNEES. 00 10 20 3D 41. 

42. 4 POINT: REACHES FORWARD WITH R ARM, HAND ABOVE SHOULDER LEVEL 00 10 20 3D 42. 

43. 4 POINT: REACHES FORWARD WITH L ARM, HAND ABOVE SHOULOER lEVEl " ..................... 00 10 20 30 43. 

44. 4 POINT: CRAWlS OR HITCHES FORWARD 1.8m (6') ......... 00 10 20 30 44. 

45, 4 POINT: CRAWlS RECIPROCAll HORWARO 1.8m (6') .... ... ...................... 00 10 20 30 45. 

46. 4 POINT: CRAWlS UP 4 STEPS ON HANDS AND KNEESiFEET . ... ................. ... .... ... 00 10 20 30 46, 

47. 4 POINT: CRAWLS BACKWARDS DOWN 4 STEPS ON HANDS AND KNEESIFEET 00 10 20 30 47. 

48. SIT ON MAT: AITAlNS HIGH KN USING ARMS, MAINTAINS, ARMS FREE, 10 SECONDS .. 00 10 20 30 48. 

49. HIGH KN: ATIAIN$ HAlF KN ON R KNEE USING ARMS, MAINTAINS, ARMS FREE, 10 SECONDS" 00 10 20 30 49. 

50. HIGH KN: ATTAINSHAlFKN ON L KNEE USING ARMS, MAINTAINS, ARMS FREE, 10 SECONDS .. 00 10 20 30 50. 

51 . HIGH KN: KN WAlKS FORWAAO 10 STEPS, ARMS FREE . ............... ....... 00 10 20 30 51, 

TOTAL DIMENSION C I 

Item D: STANDING SCORE NT 
52. ON THE FLOOR: PUllS TO STDAT IJoRGE BENCH 00 10 20 30 52. 

53. 5TO: MAINTAINS, ARMS FREE, 3 SECONDS .. . ........................... 00 10 20 3D 53. 

54. STO: HOLDING ON TO LARGE BENCH WITH ONE HAND, UFTS R FOOT, 3 SECONDS .... , .. 00 10 20 30 54, 

55. STO: HOLDING ON TO LARGE BENCH WfTH DNE HAND,lIFTS L FOOT, 3 SECONDS .... 00 10 20 30 55. 

56, STD: MAINTAINS, ARMS FREE, 20 SECONDS ........ .. ........ "', ...... ,, ...... 00 10 20 3D 56, 

57. STD: LIFTS L FOOT, ARMS FREE, 10 SECONDS . ............... ............ 00 10 20 30 57, 

58, STD: LIFTS R FOOT, ARMS FREE, 10 SECONDS 00 10 20 30 58, 

59. SIT ON SMALL BENCH: ATTAINS STD WITHOUT USING ARMS .. 00 10 20 30 59, 

60, HIGH KN: ATIAINSSTD THROUGH HALF KN ON R KNEE, WITHOUT USING ARMS 00 10 20 30 60, 

61, HIGH KN: ATIAINSSTDTHROOGHHAlFKNQN L KNEE. WJTHOUT USING ARMS 00 10 20 30 61, 

62. 8TO: LOWERS TO SIT ON FlOOR WITH CONTROL, ARMS FREE" 00 10 20 30 62, 

63, STO: ATTAINS SQUAT, ARMS FREE ,.,0, 00 10 20 30 63. 

64. SrD: PICKS UP OBJECT FROM FLOOR, ARMS FREE, RETURNS TO STAND .. 00 10 20 30 64, 

TOTAL DIMENSION D 
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Item E: WALKING, RUNNING & JUMPING SCORE NT 

65. STD, 2 HANDS ON LARGE BENCH: CRUISES 5 STEPS TO R. .. 00 10 20 3D 65. 
66. STD, 2 HANDS ON LARGE BENCH: CRUISES 5 STEPS TO L .. 00 10 20 30 66. 
67. STD, 2 HANDS HELD: WAlKS FORWARD 10 STEPS ... 00 10 20 30 67. 
68. STD, 1 HAND HELD: WillS FORWARD 10 STEPS ......... ............ 00 10 20 30 68 . 
69. STD: WAlKS FORWARD 10 STEPS ... ..................... 00 10 20 30 69 . 
70. STD: WillS FORWARD 10 STEPS. STOPS. TURNS 180·, RETURNS. 00 10 20 30 70. 
71. STD: WAlKS BACKWARD 10 STEPS ....................... 00 10 20 30 71 . 
72. sro: WALKS FORWARD 10 STEPS, CARRYING A lARGE OBJECT WITH 2 HANDS ,. 00 10 20 30 72. 
73. STD: WAlKS FORWARD 10 CONSECUTIVE STEPS BETWEEN PARAllEL LINES 20cm (8") APART 00 10 20 30 73. 
74. STD: WALKS FORWARD 10 CONSECUTIVE STEPS ON A STRAIGHT LINE 2cm (3/4") WIDE .. 00 10 20 30 74. 
75. STD: STEPS OVER STICK AT KNEE LEVEL, R FOOT LEADING .. ........ .... .... ..... 00 10 20 30 75 . 
76. STO: STEPS OVER STICK AT KNEE LEVEL, L FOOT LEADING '" ... , ....... ,,", ...... 00 10 20 30 76 . 
77. STD: RUNS 4.5m (15').STOI'S& RETURNS .. 00 10 20 30 77. 
78. STD: KICKS BAlL WlTH R FOOT ...... 00 10 20 30 78. 
79. STD: KICKS BAlL WlTH L FOOT.. ... ................... ,,' 00 10 20 30 79 . 
80. STD: JUMPS 30cm (12") HIGH. BOTH FEET SiMULTANEOUSLy .... 00 10 20 30 80. 
81. STD: JUMPS FORWARD 30 cm (12"), BOTH FEET SIMULTANEOUSLY ... " ...... ,,, ... ,. 00 10 20 30 81 . 
82. STD ON R FOOT: HOPSON R FOOT 10 TIMES WlTHINA 60cm (24") CIRCLE .. 00 10 20 30 82. 
83. STD ON L FOOT: HOI'SON L FOOT 10 TIMES WlTHINA 60cm (24") CIRCLE .......... 00 10 20 30 83. 
84. STD, HOLDING 1 RAIL: WALKS UP 4 STEPS. HaLOING 1 RAIl.AlTERNATlNGFEET.. .... 00 10 20 30 84. 
85. STD, HOLDING 1 RAIL: WALKS DOWN 4 STEPS. HOLDING 1 RAIL. AlTERNATING FEET ..... 00 10 20 30 85. 
86. STO: WillS uP 4 STEPS. AlTERNATING FEET ..... .................. , 00 10 20 30 86 . 
87. STO: WALKS DOWN 4 STEPS, ALTERNATING FEET ....................... .......................... " .. 00 10 20 30 87 . 
88. STD ON 15cm (6") STEP: JUMPS OFF. BOTH FEET SIMULTANEOUSLY 00 10 20 30 88. 

TOTAL DIMENSION E 

Was this assessment indicative of this child 's "regular' perfonmance? YES 0 NO 0 
COMMENTS: 
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A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

DIMENSION 

Lying & Rolling 

Sitting 

Crawling & Kneeling 

Standing 

Walking, Running & 
Jumping 

TOTAL SCORE = 

GOAL TOTAL SCORE = 

GMFM RAW SUMMARY SCORE 

CALCULATION OF DIMENSION % SCORES 

Total Dimension A x 100 = 
51 51 

Totat Dimension B x 100 = 
60 60 

Total Dimension C x 100 = 
42 42 

Total Dimension D x 100 = 
39 39 

Total Dimension E x 100 = 
72 72 

%A + %B + %C + %D + %E 
Total # of Dimensions 

5 5 

Sum of % scores for each dimension identified as a goal area 
# of Goal areas 

% 

GMFM-66 Gross Motor Ability Estimator Score 1 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

GMFM-66 Score = ____ to __ _ 

95% Confidence Intervals 
previous GMFM-66 Score = ____ to ___ _ 

95% Confidence Intervals 
change in GMFM-66 = 

1 from Ihe Gross Motor Ability Estimator (GMAE) Software 

©Mac Keith Press. 2002 Page 5 

GOAL AREA 
rtndicaledwilh "; c~) 

A. 0 

B. 0 

C. 0 
D. 0 
E. 0 

---% 
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TESTING WITH AIDS/ORTHOSES 
Indicale below with a check ( of ) which aid/orthosis was used and what dimension it was first applied. (There may be more than one). 

AID DIMENSION ORTHOSIS DIMENSION 

Rolialor/Pusher .................... .. Hip Control ...................... . 

Walker ............................................ . 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

Knee Control .. .. 

Ankle-Foot Control... 

Foot Control 

H Frame Crutches .. 

Crutches .. 

Quad Cane .. 

Cane .. 

None .. 

Other 

(please specify) 

DIMENSION 

F. Lying & Rolling 

G. Sitting 

H. Crawling & Kneeling 

Standing 

J. Walking, Running & 
Jumping 

TOTAL SCORE; 

Shoes .... 

None .. 

Other 

D (~ease Sjleci~) 

RAW SUMMARY SCORE USING AIDS/ORTHOSES 

CALCULATION OF DIMENSION % SCORES 

Total Dimension A x 100 = 
51 51 

Total Dimension 8 x 100 = 
60 60 

Total Dimension C x 100 = 
42 42 

Total Dimension D x 100 = 
39 39 

Total Dimension E x 100 = 
72 72 

%A + %8 + %C + %D + %E 
Total # of Dimensions 

5 5 

GOAL TOTAL SCORE; Sum of % scores for each dimension identified as a goal area 
# of Goal areas 

- -------- = --- % 

GMFM-66 Gross Motor Ability Estimator Score 1 

GMFM·66 Score ; to 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

95% Confidence InteNals 
previous GMFM·66 Score ; to 

95% Confidence Intervals 
change in GMFM-66 ; 

1 from the Gross Motor Ability Estimator (GMAE) Software 

© Mac K(.! ilh Prl.:ss, 2002 Page 6 

D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

GOAL AREA 
(Inticatedwith vc!ledl) 

A. D 
B. D 
C. D 
D. D 
E. D 

---_% 
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Appendix B 2: Interpretation of GMFCS Levels  

 

, - r -~-.--- ... ._-.- ._""'" 
~ GENERAL HEADINGS FOR EACH LEVEL 

LEVELl - Walks without Limitations 

LEVEL II - Walks with Limitations 

LEVEL III - Walks Using a Hand-Held Mobility Device 

LEVEL IV - Self-Mobility with Limitations; May Use Powered Mobility 

LEVEL V - Transported in a Manual Wheelchair 

DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN LEVELS 

Distinctions Between Levels I and II - Compared with children and youth in Level I, children and youth in Level II 
have limitations walking long distances and balancing; may need a hand-held mobility device when first learning to 
walk; may use wheeled mobility when traveling long distances outdoors and in the community; require the use of a 
railing to walk up and down stairs; and are not as capable of running and jumping. 

Distinctions Between Levels II and III - Children and youth in Level II are capable of walking without a hand-held 
mobility device after age 4 (although they may choose to use one at times) . Children and youth in Level III need a 
hand-held mobility device to walk indoors and use wheeled mobility outdoors and in the community. 

Distinctions Between Levels III and IV - Children and youth in Level III sit on their own or require at most limited 
external support to sit, are more independent in standing transfers, and walk with a hand-held mobility device. 
Children and youth in Level IV function in sitting (usually supported) but self-mobility is limited. Children and youth in 
Level IV are more likely to be transported in a manual wheelchair or use powered mobility. 

Distinctions Between Levels IV and V • Children and youth in Level V have severe limitations in head and trunk 
control and require extensive assisted technology and physical assistance. Self-mobility is achieved only if the 
child/youth can learn how to operate a powered wheelchair. 

@Palisano, Rosenbaum, Ba1!ett & Livingston, 2007 Page 2 of 4 
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Appendix C: Intra-and inter-rater tests  

Appendix C 1: Intra-rater reliability measurements  
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Appendix C 1: Table 1: Intra-tester reliability of ultrasound measurements for EO in 

the feasibility study for the STCP group (N = 15)  

 

 

US measurements 

Typical error 95 % 

CI 

ICC 95% CI Mean SD 

EO Th R 0.92 (0.68 – 1.72) 0.94 (0.80 – 0.98) 0.36 

EO Th Ac 0.85 (0.62 – 1.59) 0.98 (0.92 – 0.99) 0.32 

EO PA R 0.99 (0.72 – 1.84) 0.98 (0.93 – 0.99) 0.15  

EO PA Ac 0.92 (0.67 – 1.71) 0.88 (0.76 – 0.90)  0.18 

EO FL R 0.88 (0.64 – 1.60) 0.90 (0.85 – 0.95) 0.30 

EO FL Ac 0.90 (0.66 – 1.74) 0.94 (0.92 – 0.96) 0.27 

 

 

 



223 

 

 

Appendix C 1: Table 2: Intra-tester reliability of ultrasound measurements for IO in 

the feasibility study for the STCP group (N = 15)  

 

 

US measurements 

Typical error 95 % 

CI 

ICC 95% CI Mean SD 

IO Th R 0.89(0.66 – 0.96) 0.85 (0.61 – 0.95) 0.30  

IO Th Ac 0.88(0.68 – 0.96) 0.87 (0.65 – 0.96) 0.22  

IO PA R 0.74 (0.33 -0.91) 0.76 (0.41 – 0.91) 0.15  

IO PA Ac 0.92 (0.67 – 1.71) 0.88 (0.76 – 0.90)  0.14  

IO FL R 0.89 (0.69 – 0.96) 0.90 (0.85 – 0.95) 0.22  

IO FL Ac 0.90 (0.66 – 1.74) 0.89 (0.68 – 0.96) 0.20  

 

 

 

Appendix C 1: Table 3: Intra-tester reliability of ultrasound measurements for TrA in 

the feasibility study for the STCP group (N = 15)  

 

 

US measurements 

Typical error 95 % 

CI 

ICC 95% CI Mean SD 

TrA Th R 0.83 (0.56 – 0.94) 0.83 (0.56 – 0.94) 0.38 

TrA Th Ac 0.85 (0.62 – 1.59) 0.80 (0.49 – 0.93) 0.32 

TrA PA R 0.80 (0.49 – 0.84) 0.86 (0.60 – 0.96) 0.17 

TrA PA Ac 0.86 (0.60 – 0.96) 0.87 (0.61 – 0.90)  0.16 

TrA FL R 0.87 (0.61 – 0.96) 0.89 (0.65 – 0.95) 0.32 

TrA FL Ac 0.90 (0.66 – 1.74) 0.85 (0.68 – 0.96) 0.30 
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Appendix C 1: Table 4: Intra-tester reliability of ultrasound measurements for RA in 

the feasibility study for the STCP group (N = 15)  

 

 

US measurements 

Typical error 95 % 

CI 

ICC 95% CI Mean SD 

RA Th R 0.92 (0.68 – 1.72) 0.94 (0.80 – 0.98) 0.76 

RA Th Ac 0.85 (0.62 – 1.59) 0.98 (0.92 – 0.99) 0.79 

 

 

 

Appendix C 1: Table 5: Intra-tester reliability of ultrasound measurements for EO in 

the feasibility study for the TD group (N = 15)  

 

 

US measurements 

Typical error 95 % 

CI 

ICC 95% CI Mean SD 

EO Th R 0.87 (0.61 – 0.96) 0.91 (0.72 – 0.98) 0.27 

EO Th Ac 0.85 (0.62 – 0.97) 0.91 (073 – 0.97) 0.32 

EO PA R 0.93 (0.78 – 0.98) 0.95 (0.84 – 0.99) 0.24  

EO PA Ac 0.92 (0.67 – 0.99) 0.93 (0.78 – 0.98)  0.21 

EO FL R 0.88 (0.60 – 0.95) 0.90 (0.85 – 0.95) 0.30 

EO FL Ac 0.89 (0.68 – 0.96) 0.92 (0.76 – 0.97) 0.27 
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Appendix C 1: Table 6: Intra-tester reliability of ultrasound measurements for IO in 

the feasibility study for the TD group (N = 15)  

 

 

US measurements 

Typical error 95 % 

CI 

ICC 95% CI Mean SD 

IO Th R 0.89(0.66 – 0.96) 0.92 (0.76 – 0.97) 0.23  

IO Th Ac 0.88(0.68 – 0.96) 0.91 (0.73 – 0.96) 0.22  

IO PA R 0.74 (0.33 -0.91) 0.76 (0.41 – 0.91) 0.15  

IO PA Ac 0.76 (0.41 – 0.91) 0.77 (0.37 – 0.90)  0.14  

IO FL R 0.89 (0.69 – 0.96) 0.81 (045 – 0.95) 0.55  

IO FL Ac 0.88 (0.61 – 0.97) 0.85 (0.60 – 0.95) 0.62  

 

 

Appendix C 1: Table 7: Intra-tester reliability of ultrasound measurements for TrA in 

the feasibility study for the TD group (N = 15)  

 

 

US measurements 

Typical error 95 % 

CI 

ICC 95% CI Mean SD 

TrA Th R 0.82 (0.49 – 0.95) 0.81 (0.45 – 0.94) 0.33 

TrA Th Ac 0.85 (0.62 – 1.59) 0.77 (0.41 – 0.92) 0.32 

TrA PA R 0.80 (0.49 – 0.84) 0.93 (0.78 – 0.98) 0.17 

TrA PA Ac 0.86 (0.60 – 0.96) 0.87 (0.61 – 0.90)  0.16 

TrA FL R 0.87 (0.61 – 0.96) 0.85 (0.48 – 0.95) 0.32 

TrA FL Ac 0.90 (0.66 – 1.74) 0.85 (0.60 – 0.96) 0.62 
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Appendix C 1: Table 8: Intra-tester reliability of ultrasound measurements for RA in 

the feasibility study for the TD group (N = 15)  

 

 

US measurements 

Typical error 95 % 

CI 

ICC 95% CI Mean SD 

RA Th R 0.82 (0.48 – 0.72) 0.94 (0.80 – 0.98) 0.45 

RA Th Ac 0.89 (0.71 – 0.96)  0.98 (0.92 – 0.99) 0.51 

 

 

Appendix C 1: Table 9: Intra-tester reliability of EMG measurements in the feasibility 

study for the STCP group (N = 15)  

 

 

EMG 

measurements 

Typical error 95 % 

CI 

ICC 95% CI Mean SD 

EO EMG R 0.91 (0.68 – 0.97) 0.87 (0.65 – 0.96) 0.23  

EO EMG Ac 0.89 (0.71 – 0.96) 0.89 (0.66 – 0.96) 0.22  

IO EMG R 0.91 (0.72 – 0.97) 0.88 (0.68 – 0.94) 0.15  

IO EMG Ac 0.81 (0.67 – 0.96) 0.80 (0.49 – 0.93)  0.14  

RA EMG R 0.88 (0.64 – 0.96) 0.86 (0.60 – 0.95) 0.43  

RA EMG Ac 0.90 (0.66 – 0.95) 0.87 (0.61 – 0.96) 0.42  
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Appendix C 1: Table 10: Intra-tester reliability of EMG measurements in the feasibility 

study for the TD group (N = 15)  

 

 

EMG 

measurements 

Typical error 95 % 

CI 

ICC 95% CI Mean SD 

EO EMG R 0.92 (0.80 – 0.94) 0.93 (0.78 – 0.98) 0.28 

EO EMG Ac 0.88 (0.62 – 0.96) 0.89 (0.71 – 0.96) 0.32 

IO EMG R 0.85 (0.60 – 0.95) 0.82 (0.49 – 0.95) 0.20 

IO EMG Ac 0.86 (0.60 – 0.96) 0.85 (0.48 – 0.96)  0.21 

RA EMG R 0.80 (0.49 – 0.93) 0.78 (0.45 – 0.91) 0.32 

RA EMG Ac 0.81 (0.45 – 0.94) 0.79 (0.52 – 0.94) 0.30 

 

 

Appendix C 1: Table 11: Intra-tester reliability of PCI measurements in the feasibility 

study for the STCP and TD groups (N = 20; STCP; N = 10: TD; N = 10)  

 

 

PCI 

Typical error 95 % 

CI 

ICC 95% CI Mean SD 

STCP 0.76 (0.40 – 0.92) 0.82 (0.49 – 0.95) 0.30  

TD 0.73 (0.37 – 0.91) 0.85 (0.48 – 0.96) 0.32 

 

 

Appendix C 1: Table 12: Intra-tester reliability of GMFM measurements in the 

feasibility study for the STCP group (N = 20, 5 in each disability level)  

 

 

GMFM test 

Typical error 95 % 

CI 

ICC 95% CI Mean SD 

GMFCS I 0.89 (0.66 – 0.96) 0.83 (0.56 – 0.94) 0.30  

GMFCS II 0.85 (0.68 – 0.96) 0.80 (0.49 – 0.93) 0.22  

GMFCS III 0.74 (0.63 – 0.93) 0.86 (0.60 – 0.96) 0.15  

GMFCS IV 0.89 (0.69 – 0.95) 0.87 (0.61 – 0.95)  0.14  
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Appendix C 1: Table 13: Intra-tester reliability of anthropometric measurements 

(height, weight & BMI) in the feasibility study for the STCP group (N = 15)  

 

 

Anthropometric 

measurements 

Typical error 95 % 

CI 

ICC 95% CI Mean SD 

Height 0.85 (0.60 – 0.95) 0.94 (0.80 – 0.98)  0.38 

Weight 0.88 (0.62 – 0.99) 0.98 (0.92 – 0.99)  0.32 

BMI 0.81 (0.61 – 0.97) 0.76 (0.31 – 0.91)  0.20 

 

 

Appendix C 1: Table 14: Intra-tester reliability of anthropometric measurements 

(height, weight & BMI) in the feasibility study for the TD group (N = 15)  

 

 

Anthropometric 

measurements 

Typical error 95 % 

CI 

ICC 95% CI Mean SD 

Height 0.83 (0.46 – 094) 0.76 (0.40 – 0.92) 0.30  

Weight 0.77 (0.41 – 0.92) 0.74 (0.33 – 0.91) 0.22  

BMI 0.80 (0.49 – 0.93) 0.77 (0.41 – 0.92)  0.20 

 

 

 



229 

 

Appendix C 2: Inter-tester reliability  

 

 

Appendix C 2: Table 1: Inter-rater test for measurement of muscle thickness (Th) 

during resting stage between PI and AR (STCP; N = 15)  

 

 PI AR Diff SD 

Diff 

ICC (95% CI) SEM 

EO Th R (mm) 3.5 ± 0.2 4.0 ± 

0.2 

- 0.5 0.15 0.94 (0.58 – 0.98) 0.86 

IO Th R (mm) 5.0 ± 0.5 5.0 ± 

0.5 

0.0 0.18 0.96 (0.52 -0.96) 0.87 

TrA Th R (mm) 2.8 ± 0.4 3.0 ± 

0.5 

- 0.2 0.23 0.95 (0.65 – 0.99) 0.87 

RA Th R (mm) 6.0 ± 0.2 6.5 ± 

0.4 

- 0.5 0.20 0.93 (0.60 – 0.97) 0.79 

PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  

 

Appendix C 2: Table 2: Inter-rater test for measurement of muscle thickness (Th) 

during active stage between PI and AR (STCP; N = 15)  

 

 PI AR Diff SD 

Diff 

ICC (95% CI) SEM 
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EO Th Ac(mm) 3.0 ± 0.4 3.5 ± 

0.5 

- 0.5 0.13 0.96 (0.60 – 0.98) 0.66 

IO Th Ac (mm) 4.6 ± 0.5 4.6 ± 

0.8 

0.0 0.20 0.95 (0.41 – 0.92) 0.58 

TrA Th  Ac (mm) 2.5 ± 0.5 2.8 ± 

0.5 

- 0.3 0.18 0.94 (0.68 – 0.98) 0.58 

RA Th Ac (mm) 6.4 ± 0.5 6.8 ± 

0.4 

- 0.4 0.12 0.92 (0.62 – 0.99) 0.51 

PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  

 

Appendix C 2: Table 3: Inter-rater test for measurement of muscle thickness (Th) 

during resting stage between PI and AR (TD; N = 15)  

 

 PI AR Diff SD 

Diff 

ICC (95% CI) SEM 

EO Th R(mm) 3.0 ± 0.2 3.2 ± 

0.3 

- 0.2 0.40 0.90 (0.88 – 0.94) 0.61 

IO Th R (mm) 4.0 ± 0.1 4.0 ± 

0.2 

0.0 0.31 0.87 (0.62 – 0.92) 0.58 

TrA Th  R (mm) 2.0 ± 0.2 2.2 ± 

0.3 

- 0.2 0.45 0.85 (0.63 – 0.95) 0.60 

RA Th R (mm) 6.0 ± 0. 

3 

6.3 ± 

0.2 

-0.3 0.39 0.86 (0.60 – 0.90) 0.56 

PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  

 

Appendix C 2: Table 4: Inter-rater test for measurement of muscle thickness (Th) 

during active stage between PI and AR (TD; N = 15)  

 

 PI AR Diff SD 

Diff 

ICC (95% CI) SEM 
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EO Th Ac(mm) 3.2 ± 0.3 3.5 ± 

0.2 

- 0.3 0.39 0.92 (0.80 – 0.94) 0.58 

IO Th Ac (mm) 4.3 ± 0.2 4.3 ± 

1.3 

0.0 0.32 0.88 (0.62 – 0.96) 0.62 

TrA Th  Ac (mm) 2.2 ± 0.2 2.4 ± 

0.2 

- 0.2 0.43 0.86 (0.64 – 0.95) 0.61 

RA Th Ac (mm) 6.4 ± 0.1 6.4 ± 

0.2 

0.0 0.45 0.85(0.60 – 0.96) 0.60 

PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  

Appendix C 2: Table 5: Inter-rater test for measurement of pennation angle (PA) 

during resting stage between PI and AR (STCP; N = 15)  

 

 PI AR Diff SD 

Diff 

ICC (95% CI) SEM 

EO PA R(°) 2.0 ± 0.2 2.2 ± 

0.3 

-0.2 0.13 0.93 (0.76 – 0.97) 0.97 

IO PA R(°)  2.3 ± 0.2 2.2 ± 

0.2 

-0.1 0.28 0.89 (0.66 – 0.96) 0.81 

TrA PA  R (°) 1.5 ± 0.5 1.6 ± 

0.4 

-0.1 0.22 0.85 (0.53 – 0.94) 0.57 

PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  

Appendix C 2: Table 6: Inter-rater test for measurement of pennation angle (PA) 

during active stage between PI and AR (STCP; N = 15)  

 

 PI AR Diff SD 

Diff 

ICC (95% CI) SEM 

EO PA Ac (°) 1.8 ± 0.5 2.2 ± 

0.2 

- 0.4 0.18 0.90 (0.78 – 0.96) 1.10 

IO PA Ac (°)  2.0 ± 0.3 2.2 ± 

0.2 

-0.2 0.32 0.91 (0.79 – 0.96) 0.79 

TrA PA  Ac  (°) 1.5 ± 0.5 1.5 ± 

0.5 

0.0 0.25 0.94 (0.87 – 0.98) 0.60 
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PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  

 

Appendix C 2: Table 7: Inter-rater test for measurement of pennation angle (PA) 

during resting stage between PI and AR (TD; N = 15)  

 

 PI AR Diff SD 

Diff 

ICC (95% CI) SEM 

EO PA R (°) 1.6 ± 0.2 1.6 ± 

0.2 

0.0 0.39 0.95 (0.65 – 0.99) 0.58 

IO PA R (°)  2.0 ± 0.2 2.1 ± 

0.4 

-0.1 0.32 0.93 (0.60 – 0.97) 0.62 

TrA PA  R  (°) 1.4 ± 0.2 1.5 ± 

0.2 

-0.1 0.43 0.92 (0.80 – 0.94) 0.61 

PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  

 

Appendix C 2: Table 8: Inter-rater test for measurement pennation angle (PA) during 

active stage between PI and AR (TD; N = 15)  

 

 PI AR Diff SD 

Diff 

ICC (95% CI) SEM 

EO PA Ac (°) 1.8 ± 0.2 1.8 ± 

0.2 

0.0 0.35 0.94 (0.58 – 0.98) 0.53 

IO PA Ac (°)  2.2 ± 0.2 2.3 ± 

0.3 

-0.1 0.44 0.96 (0.52 -0.96) 0.60 

TrA PA  Ac  (°) 1.5 ± 0.3 1.6 ± 

0.2 

-0.1 0. 38 0.95 (0.65 – 0.99) 0.65 

PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  

 

Appendix C 2: Table 9: Inter-rater test for measurement of muscle fibre length (FL) 

during resting stage between PI and AR (STCP; N = 15)  
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 PI AR Diff SD 

Diff 

ICC (95% CI) SEM 

EO FL R 

(mm) 

112  ± 2.2 114  ± 2.0 -2.0 10.4 0.87 (0.62 – 0.92) 0.77 

IO FL R (mm)  130  ± 1.5 130  ± 2.0 0.0 13.6 0.85 (0.63 – 0.95) 0.86 

TrA FL R 

(mm) 

102  ± 2.0 102  ± 2.0 0.0 18.1 0.86 (0.60 – 0.90) 0.48 

PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  

 

Appendix C 2: Table 10: Inter-rater test for measurement of muscle fibre length (FL) 

during active stage between PI and AR (STCP; N = 15)  

 

 PI AR Diff SD 

Diff 

ICC (95% CI) SEM 

EO FL Ac 

(mm) 

105  ± 2.0 106  ± 1.8 -1.0 12.8 0.86 (0.60 – 0.90) 0.78 

IO FL Ac 

(mm)  

125  ± 1.8 126  ± 2.0 -1.0 14.0 0.85 (0.53 – 0.94) 0.81 

TrA FL Ac 

(mm) 

96  ± 2.0 97  ± 2.0 -1.0 15.3 0.88 (0.62 – 0.96) 0.50 

PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix C 2: Table 11: Inter-rater test for measurement of muscle fibre length (FL) 

during resting stage between PI and AR (TD; N = 15)  
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 PI AR Diff SD 

Diff 

ICC (95% CI) SEM 

EO FL R 

(mm) 

110  ± 2.0 112  ± 2.0 -2.0 16.2 0.87 (0.62 – 0.92) 0.72 

IO FL R (mm)  127  ± 2.0 128  ± 1.8 -1.0 18.4 0.85(0.60 – 0.96) 0.82 

TrA FL R 

(mm) 

104  ± 2.0 105  ± 1.8 -1.0 22.0 0.87 (0.62 – 0.92) 0.46 

PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  

 

Appendix C 2: Table 12: Inter-rater test for measurement of muscle fibre length (FL) 

during active stage between PI and AR (TD; N = 15)  

 

 PI AR Diff SD 

Diff 

ICC (95% CI) SEM 

EO FL Ac 

(mm) 

104  ± 0.8 105  ± 1.0 -1.0 15.0 0.88 (0.62 – 0.96) 0.76 

IO FL Ac (mm)  120  ± 1.0 121  ± 1.0 -1.0 18.8 0.86 (0.64 – 0.95) 0.85 

TrA FL Ac 

(mm) 

103  ± 1.0 103  ± 0.8 0.0 21.4 0.85(0.60 – 0.96) 0.43 

PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  

 

Appendix C 2: Table 13: Inter-rater test for sEMG activity during resting stage 

between PI and AR (STCP; N = 15)  

 

Muscle PI / Hz AR / Hz Diff SD 

diff 

ICC (95% CI) SEM 

EO 85.0 ± 0.5 86 ± 0.8 -1.0 2.1 0.96 (0.89 – 0.98) 1.13 

IO 90.0 ± 1.0 92 ± 1.2 -2.0 1.5 0.89 (0.87 – 0.92 0.78 

RA 11.5 ± 0.8 12 ±  1.0 -0.5 2.3 0.92 (0.90 – 0.96) 0.65 

PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  
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Appendix C 2: Table 14: Inter-rater test for sEMG activity during the active stage 

between PI and AR (STCP; N = 15)  

 

Muscle PI / Hz AR / Hz Diff SD 

diff 

ICC (95% CI) SEM 

EO 108 ± 2.0 110 ± 2.0  -1.00 1.7 0.93 (0.76 – 0.97) 0.78 

IO 128 ± 1.2 128 ± 1.5 -2.00 1.2 0.89 (0.66 – 0.96) 0.48 

RA 98 ± 1.5 97 ± 1.8 -0.50 0.83 0.85 (0.53 – 0.94) 0.65 

PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  

 

 

Appendix C 2: Table 15: Inter-rater test for sEMG activity during the resting stage 

between PI and AR (TD; N = 15)  

 

Muscle PI / Hz AR / Hz Diff SD 

diff 

ICC (95% CI) SEM 

EO 12 ± 1.5 12 ± 2.0 0.00 0.93 0.96 (0.88 – 0.99) 0.87 

IO 11 ± 1.8 10 ± 2.0 1.00 1.2 0.97 (0.91 – 0.97) 0.86 

RA 10 ± 2.0 9 ± 1.5 1.00 0.8 0.95 (0.84 – 0.98)  0.87 

PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  

 

Appendix C 2: Table 16: Inter-rater test for sEMG activity during the active stage 

between PI and AR (TD; N = 15)  

 

Muscle PI / Hz AR / Hz Dif SD 

diff 

ICC (95% CI) SEM 

EO 108 ± 1.8 106 ± 2.0 2.00 1.4 0.85 (0.53 – 0.94) 0.32 

IO 111 ± 2.0 112 ± 1.8 -1.00 0.9 0.89 (0.66 – 0.96) 0.39 

RA 98 ± 2.0 97 ± 2.2 1.00 1.2 0.87 (0.59 – 0.95) 0.43 

PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  
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Appendix C 2: Table 17: Inter-rater test for GMFM between PI and AR (N = 20; n = 5 

in each GMFCS Level)  

 

GMFCS 

Level 

GMFM SCORE (%)  

 PI  score ± 

SD 

AR  score ± 

SD 

Diff 

(%) 

SD 

diff 

ICC (95 % CI) SEM 

I 78 ±0.68 80 ± 0.58 -2.00 0.27 0.91 (0.79 – 0.96) 0,19 

II 63 ± 1.45 64 ± 1.35 -1.00 0.63 0.90 (0.78 – 0.96) 0.45 

III 56.5 ± 1.05 55 ± 1.01 1.50 0.42 0.91 (0.79 – 0.96) 0.30 

IV 38.4 ± 1.34 37.6 ± 1.33 0.80 0.43 0.94 (0.87 – 0.98) 0.30 

PI = Measurements of Principal Investigator; AR = Measurements of Assistant Researcher  

 

Appendix C 2: Table 18: Inter-rater test for PCI test between PI and AR (STCP: N = 

15; TD: N = 15)  

 

Group PI  score 

± SD 

AR  score 

± SD 

Diff (%) SD diff ICC (95 % CI) SEM 

STCP 78.0 ± 1.0 76.0 ± 1.4 2.0 0.92 0.89 (0.61 – 0.96) 0.30 

TD 36.0 ± 0.8 35.0 ±  1.2 1.0 0.63 0.86 (0.68 – 0.94) 0.28 

PI = Principal Investigator; AR = Assistant Researcher 
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Appendix C 3: Direct and indirect measurement of muscle thickness  

 

 

Appendix C 3: Table 1: Inter-rater reliability of the two methods for measuring muscle 

thickness using the ultrasound (Calliper /Direct method and the Pixel (Image J 

processor) / indirect method) for STCP (N=15)  

 

Muscle 

Th (mm) 

Frozen 

Calliper 

Method 

Pixel (Image J) 

method/Indirect 

Diff SD Diff ICC (95% CI) SEM 

EO Th R 3.6 ± 0.2 3.5 ± 0.2 0.1 0.13 0.94 (0.80 – 0.98) 0.66 

EO Th 

Ac 

3.0 ± 0.4 3.0 ± 0.2 0.0 0.20 0.98 (0.92 – 0.99) 0.58 

IO Th R 5.1 ± 0.4 5.0 ± 0.5 0.1 0.18 0.93 (0.78 – 0.98) 0.58 

IO Th Ac 4.5 ± 0.5 4.2 ± 0.5 0.3 0.12 0.96 (0.52 -0.96) 0.51 

TrA Th 

R 

2.9 ± 0.3 3.0 ± 0.2 -0.1 0.30  0.95 (0.65 – 0.99) 0.61 

TrA Th 

Ac 

2.5 ± 0.2 2.6 ± 0.2 -0.1 0.22  0.93 (0.60 – 0.97) 0.58 

RA Th R 6.2 ± 0.2 6.2 ± 0.2 0.0 0.15  0.95 (0.65 – 0.99) 0.60 

RA Th 

Ac 

6.5 ± 0.3 6.4 ± 0.5 0.1 0.14  0.93 (0.60 – 0.97) 0.56 
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Appendix C 3: Table 2: Inter-rater reliability of the two methods for measuring muscle 

thickness using the ultrasound (Calliper /Direct method and the Pixel (Image J 

processor) / indirect method) for TD  

 

Muscle 

Th (mm) 

Frozen 

Calliper 

Method 

Pixel (Image J) 

method/Indirect 

Diff SD Diff ICC (95% CI) SEM 

EO Th R 3.2 ± 0.2 3.4 ± 0.2 - 0.2 0.33 0.94 (0.80 – 0.98) 0.60 

EO Th 

Ac 

3.3 ± 0.4 3.5 ± 0.2 - 0.2 0.27 0.90 (0.89 – 0.99) 0.58 

IO Th R 4.1 ± 0.4 4.3 ± 0.3 - 0.2 0.28 0.93 (0.78 – 0.98) 0.62 

IO Th Ac 4.3 ± 0.2 4.5 ± 0.3 - 0.2 0.32 0.96 (0.52 -0.96) 0.56 

TrA Th 

R 

2.2 ± 0.3 2.0 ± 0.2 0.2 0.30  0.92 (0.55 – 0.94) 0.61 

TrA Th 

Ac 

2.5 ± 0.2 2.6 ± 0.2 -0.1 0.24  0.91 (0.60 – 0.96) 0.65 

RA Th R 6.0 ± 0.2 6.0 ± 0.2 0.0 0.25  0.94 (0.85 – 0.99) 0.66 

RA Th 

Ac 

6.5 ± 0.2 6.4 ± 0.3 0.1 0.34  0.93 (0.88 – 0.97) 0. 60 
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Appendix C3: Figure  1: Resting stage picture showing the three anterolateral abdominal 

muscles with muscle thickness marked by callipers (Direct method)  

 

 

 

 

Appendix C3: Figure  2: Resting stage picture showing the three anterolateral 

abdominal muscles ready for measurement of thickness by ImageJ (Indirect method)  
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Appendix C3: Figure  3: Test location in one of the schools showing the ultrasound 

equipment used  
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treatment of patients suffering from cerebral palsy, particularly the spastic type, is of great 
Importance to help them attain a better quality of life. The question whether the anterior abdominal 
muscles elCert a positive action in preventing anterior pelvic tilt and thereby limiting excessive 
lumbar lordosis, with concomitant lower back pain, is very relevant. Any information that may aid 
therapists 10 improve the treatment of patients with this deficiency can only be lauded. 
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en al\ aspects of the subject. He cited relevant findings of other studies and dealt appropriately wit, 
the various physiological processes and morphological changes involved in the muscles 
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- thereof. 

The candidate cleany mastered the techniques and methods required in this investigation. His 
background In anatomy and, no doubt, the clinical expertise of the co-supervisors stood him in 
good stead in this regard and he also succeeded most admirably in presenting the relevant 
statistics in a clear and useful manner. 

The results are clearly illustrated with tables and figures. This is augmented with exceptional 
statistical evaluations, which leaves no room for doubt whatsoever about the findings. All of the 
above permits easy and understandable visualisation of the results. 

The discussion and conclusion chapters provide abundant proof that the candidate is more than 
capable of evaluating the scientific importance and validity of his findings. He also displays an 
extraordinary ability to interpret his results and extrapolate its relevance in clinical practice. 
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The thesis compiles with the requirements for the degree of PhD. The information it contains is 
particularly valuable to medical science and the treatment of cerebral palsy patients in ge08ral-
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worthy of a distinction and the candidate can be commended for his effort and diligence. The hope 
is expressed that the candidate will continue with the research 'n this field and also publish his 
results as prominently as possible. 
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