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Implications for Religious Education

L. Inter-religious dialogue

Inspiration of God may not have ended

Discover complementary truths

Abstain from passing negative judgements on peoples of other faiths
Try to work together where we are - Have a plan of action

Mutual respect and readiness to listen

Allow oneself to be enriched by others

® N o n RN

Work for unity and collaboration. Churches should be champions in all
community/social engagements e.g. Human rights, Unemployment, Drought,

Women a issues, Aids, etc. FOLLOW THE GOSPEL.

B. I.A. Phiri

Proper and improper use of religious source materials in Public Schools

The Essence: African communities are not divided according to people’s religious
background. One’s neighbour is not always from one’s faith
background. It is the right of every child to be exposed to the
teaching about different 1eligious so that they can be counted as properly

educated people.

R.E. should create the capacity within people to understand religious phenomena,
discuss sensitive religious claims, appreciate the connection between religions and

society and think about religious matters sympathetically and openly.

1. [he Study of Communities

As stated in The End of the Tunnel (RE for a non-racial South Africa), moving from

bible based RE tostudying living breathing communities is very educational. It shifts



T

R.E. from a narrow scope to abroad one. The pupils study different phenarenons ~ of

religion.

When studying living communities, the whole design of the curriculum is child-
centred. That is, children should discover information for themselves through
interviews, first-hand observation and comparison. Where it is possible group work of
not more than five children each should be emphasised. Each child in a group should

be given a special responsibility so that they all feel important.

In the case where children who belong to the RE being discussed are present in the
classroom, they become resource persons. This method helps each child to awn their
religion with dignity. The syllabus should be designed with the aim of evoking
sympathetic appreciation of the meanings and values enshrined within the different

themes in each religion. So the thematic approach is used.

2. Country Reports

All the countries represented gave their reports. There were book exhibitions from the
countries and these were indicative of the amount of work countries had done in
promoting R.E. Lesotho’s comer had a copy of the syllabus only. Most countries
have produced pupil s'books for all classes, Teacher’s Marwals, Reading materials
and teaching aids e.g. charts. The trend is Religious Education which is inclusive of

other religious rather than the Christian Religious Education we are still teaching.

‘{’What we gathered for Lesotho is that for an inter-faith syllabus to be effective we

need to

1. Get the objectives clearly worked out
2. Set the syllabus
3. Ask different churches to reply in 3 months (CCL must be actively

involved)



Act accordingly
If 80% of the ideals and objectives are achieved or if we get 80%
response we should be happy and go ahead.

Change the syllabus in seven years.

General Recommendations

All faith bodies should work with the Ministry of Education in the

production of a single R.E. syllabus and Resource materials.

R.E. should be examinable at national level.

The place of Moral Education in the R.E. syllabus should be

emphasized.

R.E. teaching materials should be contextualized.

In-serve training of teachers in R.E. should be encouraged. The
possibility of a distance education approach to in-service training

should be explored.

Curriculum planners should have the opportunity for professional

growth by study tours.

Meetings of R.E. Lectures in the Teacher Training Colleges at

international level should be encouraged.

Sharing R.E. resource materials should be encouraged.

The possibility of the interchange of teachers between countries should

be explored.



B I I S ST N ST i

ext Itati

Proposed Venue: Zambia

Proposed Date: 1997

Proposed Topics: 1. Practical Methodology in the teaching of R.E.
2. Teaching of Moral Education in R.E.

onclusion:

I am grateful to the L.C.B.C. for nominating and sponsoring me for this important
workshop, I am also grateful to the NCDC for supplying me with materials and for
allowing me to represent them. I am grateful to the NTTC for enabling me to attend
this very useful Consultation. It has really enriched me in more ways than one. It is
beneficial to the College in terms of broadening the scope for the PTC syllabus as
well. It is beneficial to the churches so that they may be more receptive of the
Government Syllabus. It is also beneficial to the NCDC so that we may not lag
behind other countries in the pursuit of conscientising pupils about the presence of

God in other faith and religions.

Thank you.

Sr. Rene Khiba
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APPENDIX V

University of Cape Town
Private Bag
Rondebosch 7701

20/03/2005
The Director,

This letter serves to request your authorization to conduct research with
regard to religious education curriculum in the junior cerificate level in
Lesotho. The research will be in the form of interviews which will be
conducted during the second week of May 2005. | hope to interview the
following people: the person whose responsibilities are in line with curriculum

design and implementation during the working hours.

This research is part of the requirements of the Masters Degree for which |

am currently studying at the above mentioned university.

| would appreciate your corporation and assistance in conducting the

research.

Thank you,
Yours sincerely,

MZZ@

Helena Molelle (Sr).





