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A Progressi"tte Party .first appeal·ed to the ,Cape: 

electorate tor support on the basis of a pol1t1c8l programme 

in the general election of .1'891+;. ,and the circumstances which 

led to tbls step belng taken on t.he sur.taee appear to bave 

been the .formation of the .f'.ir.st Rhodes Mln1stry .in 1890. 

Tha:t Rhodesrt assumption of of.f'ice merely acceler·atea a 

movement t<Ilrl.:ch eoUld be dis~erned as .far back a.s 1883, becomes 

clear 1-Jhen the orctgin and llievelopment·of the apparently 

isolated and ineons,equential attempts by English-speaking· 

:eoloni;sts at ,political or,ganisat:Lon are e.xa.mined; these 

spora.die attempts in fiact provide the background to the 

.movement which culminated in the formation or the Progressive 

Party :in 1898. 

In order tully to appreeiat.e the 1obstacles t>thieh 

cS)nfronted those English-speaking colonists who felt the need 

. for pol1t.tea 1. organisation in t'he last two decades ·Of the 

nineteenth. eentur~t it .is ·necessary to realise: what pol.it~:Lcal 

groups existed 1n Par.li.ament· in 3.883, ··tfhat politicu organi.­

satton.s ·t-rere actitte ·:t:n the country pri.or to the format.:ton. of 

the Bond; and the nature of the Af.r.ikaner Bo.nd'.s principles 

and objects, for 'in the final Instance the Progressive Party's 

programme 1.-1as to be determined by the .aims adopted . 1Jy the 

older Afrikaner Bond party •. 

ln 1883 the Legislative Assembly contained no clearly 

<le£1ned political parties as we under.stand them today. No 

organised groups of pol·itieians .had contended :with each other 

for the power and ·spoils of office, proclaiming rival. policies 

and :p-rogrammes, .so that· the existence of ·t\>10 political groups 

in the House - the Ministerialists and the Oppositionists - at 



(· 
-.2-

first appears capricious. When, however, it \s realj:sed 

that Responsj.ble Government which bad been confe1·red on the 
. . ; . 

Cape Colony in November 1872, implied the existence of a 

Responsible Ministry and Opposition, the existence of the two 

parliamentary groups in fact ceases to be perplexing. After 1872 

the Ministerialists and Oppositionists gradually·, emerged from 

the amorphous body of members which Molteno, by his choice of 

colleagues, had deprived of the old party divisions. (l) 

·:rrom the press we learn, however, that in 188'3 "neither the 

rank and tile of the tins' no.r tne touts 1 have bound themselves 

to a leader vdth any loyalty, Vlhile the leaders have never 

.knovm how long it would be before they had to stand and witness 

a • bolt • " • (.2) 

This lack of loyalty stemmed from the absence of party 

organisatj_on outs:i.de Parliament. As late as 1888 Innes recounts 

that "Parliamentary oandidature, ••••• o •• , was not hampered by 

party machinery; ••••• An aspiring cand:i.date had no party 

noni).nation to secure, he threw his hat into the ring; formed a 

committee, ·secured a secretary, and opened his campaign,n(3) 

It is not surprising therefore that in 1883 the two main groups 

in Parliament were in a constant state of flux, as members t~ere 
~cz.·· ... 

unhampered by party vi.gilance ·in the exercise of b,i,.s votes in 

the House. In these circumstances j_t seems likely too that 

members were moved to oppose or support a measure after guaging 

the effect such legislation would have on their O'J'in particular 

constituencies. for the electorate in each constituency was the 

ultiw.ate arbiter of a candidate's fate. Against this background 

it is the.refore not surpris:i.ng that the strength and membership 

_ of the Ministerialists and Oppositionists varied from day to day 

according to the nature .of the legislation which 'Was tabled 

(1) J.H.Hofmeyr, The life of Jan Hendrik Hofmeyr, p.l22 

(2) ,pape Mercury, 17 November 188;.. 

(3) James Rose Innes, .Autobiograph,l, p.77 

~· 
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in the House. 

How did tbi.s compare- \Vit}J party development in 

Britain? Distinct political pa;rties bad first begun to emerge 

afte~. ,the. Re.form /lc~ of 1832 .was passed, <4)although the .lin~~ of 

"Tory versu.s Whig-Radtcal. were so l(losely_drawn during that 

decadethat Members could stray from the one fold to the. other 

and. back again· with impunity_, unpursued ( tbol).gp not always 
: :. ; '. I I ' 1 ' • . I I ' : ·~ ' 

unremarked) by· their parliamentary leaders ,n (5) 

. During Pee;t.' s ad.ministra:tion ~ 1841-46 - the modern 

Conseryative Party was born_, an event which heralded the coming 

of the tv1o-party system in British politics c This development 

was however checked during the PremiershiP of Palmerston, but 
I • .. 

resumed ag~iD: .i_n the period ~868 - 1885 o ( 
6) ~he ·Jle:t'o.rm AI ct 

o.+ .1867 had restored "the clear-9ut two~arty system in the 

cp_un~ry and .in Parlia~ent .and e.nded ~he dangerous drift to\-vard 

a syste,m P.f group~~ ~ .<:) -Glad stone • s new Liberal Party was 

r.~~ur.ned witp a· major~.ty of ,11.6 :at the general e1ectipn of 1868, 

Vtt)ile Disrael:i.'~ s new Cohservatiye Paz•ty .headed the polls. in 1874 

with· a ~jority o~ .98; hboth without counting the. uncertain 

and fickle support of anygrolAp no;t d~finitely forminga wing 

of pi-s own Party •" (B) At ~ time therefore when the Cape 

Mini.stry·l'~ceived unreliable suppo~t :from individual -members, 
• • . « • 

~'~the olas.sl.c. era of the two-pa,rty sy.st~m" ( 9} (1868 ... 1885) was 

drawing to-~. close_. in. Britain •. 

- Bef9re the Afrikaner Bond. was. esta'blished in ~lS.Y 

l88lt two avowed political orga.nisations were active in. the 

(4) J.A.Hawgood; Parliamentary Affairs, Vol. V No.l, 1951. p.27 

(5) Ibid. 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

Ib'id., 

I~i~. 

Ibid. 

Ibid .• 

PP• 
P• 
p. 
p. 

28 - '30. 

'3f· 
'32 _. 

'30 •. 
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Colony, J.li.Hofmeyr•s Boeren Beschermings v.ere~iging(lO) and the 

Rev •. S.J. du Toit's AfricQnder Bond.(ll) In addition to these 

organisatio.ns there existed numerous Farmers' ~'~ ssoc:i.ations whtch, 

''though not political in their origin• had gradually come to 

provide political forums for their membe:rs.<12) These Farmers• 

Associations were in fact older than Hofmeyr and du Toitts 

organisations, for they were establ:tshed by the Bri tj.sh settlers 

j_n the 1870's. (l3) ~o what extent these associat)ons, whj.ch 

flourished in the Eastern Province, fulfilled the need felt by 

Englisb-speak:tng farmers .for airing political vj.ewpo:i.nts _may be 

-judgeo, ·from a perusal of the Agenda which was drav1n up for the 

Farmers't Congress held at Fort Beaufort in June 188'3. The 

subjects to be d:'u~cussed included colonial native policy, the 

forthcoming general electiort; an agricultural department in the . 

Gove1·nment, squatting and the revision of the: Native I,iocation 

Act, a compulsory Scab ... ct, the excise duty and· compulsory 

education,<14) from which it may be concluded that some of the 

problems which concerned the members o:f the Farmers' Associations 

were in essence poli tj.cal in so :far as they were affected by 

acts of Parliament. 

(10) 

(ll) 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) 

Hofmeyr, op. cit., p.l49. 

Ib:i.d •. pp. 195 - 197 • 
. , 

From a :ieJ>ort on the Farmers• Congress held in 1898, it 
appears that Section 11 of the rules made pol:i.tical 
discussion permiss:i.ve. This pxovis:i.on was stated to have 
been necessary at the time when the· Farmers• nssociations 
were first eatablj.shed, because no political organj sat ions 
existed in the Colony at the time. · 
Cape Times, 22.2.98. 
Vide Hofmeyr op. c:i.te, p.l44 

Hofmeyr states that the first Farmers' Association was 
formed at Middelburg in October 1873 9 p.l44. 

Cape Mercury, 1 June, 1883. 
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The Fl:irmers' Assoc:tations hl.;l.d their counterpart in 

the Boeren Beschermings Verenigingen which Hofmeyr had succeeded 

in establishing after the First Sprigg Ministry imposed an 

Excise of 2s. per gallon on Colonial bra11dy. (l5) The object 

of the Boeren Beschermings Vereniginsen was stated to be "to 

watch ove·r and protect the Farming Interests of this Colony", 

and would be attained 

"lstly. By promotjng the election of Members of both 

Houses of Parliament, who will generally oppose all measures 

calculated to press unduly on the farming population, - who 

will resist the imposition of all export duties or other one-

sided taxes on articles of Colonial produce or industry, - who 

will avail themselves of eve.ry favourable op~ortuni ty for 

repealing or rendering less oppressive the excise tax on 

colonial spirits - who, in all proposed legislation on the· 

relations of Heaters and Servants, Qill keep in view the 

special wants of the farming population, and who ~ill advocate 

the judicious application of grants out of the public revenue 

for the development of the agricultural and pastoral resources 

of the country; ~ 

2fidly. By endeavouring to secure the registration as 

Parliamentary voters of ~11 ~en interested in the farming 

pursuits of t~e Colony and to guard against all abuse of the 

franchise. 

3rdly. By providing proper machinery for :i.nforming the 

farmers of all measures proposed in Parliament, by nh:i.ch their 

interests my be endangered."(l6) 

(15) Hofmeyr, op. cit., p.l47. 

(16) hrticle II of the Rules and Regulations of the Boeren 
Beschermings Verenig:ing, Hofmeyr, op. cit., p.643. 



Fr,om these :artie1es .it thus beeomes elear that Hofmeyr's 

Association \'las first .and foremost· intended . to promote the 

interests. of ·the f.arming .·eommuntty and, as no stipulation 1n · 

the .con.st1tut.lon eontinea membership to Afrlkaans-speaking 

colonists, it ts conceivable 'that the Farmers··•· Assoe1a.t.1ons 

and. Bberen Bes'cliermings · Veren1gin!i·en dr-ew. their inembership .from 

both Europeari races .in the Colony. By 1881; .although. D'r.anehes 

of th.e Boeren ·B'esch~rmings vereniging .had :·been .. started in ·the 

Easterrt dist'riets:, these were not affiliated to the :Central 

organisattonwtth the reSUlt that the .Boeren Beschermings 

Veren1g1ng ·••.acquired .a strongly Western· :Colotrr" •:{l.?) . : 

Soon though, 1t·was·to be overshadowed 'by a younger rival, 
' .· . 

the Atriearider· Bond wbleh·s.· J. du To1t· .and his tirothar· bad 

spared ··no eff,ort .to establish. (lB). '!'his Bond' like the Boeren 

Beschermings Veren1ging9 aimed· at ·tne promotion ,of the ·farming 

popUlation • s int·erests,~(l9) · but· differed from the Vereniging · 
... 

1n that it stressed the :racial character or the organ1sation. 

"!rhe· Atrlcander Bend starts ·from the principle that we as 
Afr.icanders have o'Ur .ot-nf general a·s :well as speeial. intere·s.ts';" 

its .t1rst. principle . stated., n1'1hich e;ach . true Atr1Cal1de:r .. is 

calleel upon ·t·o protect.ti(20): Fu.l"thermore~ only those 

. colonist~ who~ na6 chos~n Atriea as their· father.latid, tfould ·be 

.included in the Bon~~- (.2l} the lmp11ea.tion ,f>f ·course being that 

:eoionists· who for ·instance regaraea England, Hoilantl, Fr.ance 

or ·Germaey .as their .fatherland would not qualify for member• 

sh!.p. flie ·chief political· .object o·r the Bond vtas flto provide, 

that · the various· claase:s ·of ·the population are properly 

.represented 1n the various legislatures,· according to their 
~ 

l:l~rleal' s·trength,. and 'by such represe:ntatives .cis are in . 

agree~nt wlth the prin~lples of t'he ·Bond". (22 ) · 
• 

. (1'7) fiof'.meyr, ~P• t!1t •. 1 p.2;0l. 
(18) Hofmeyr, op. ,eit.i p.l97. · 
_(19l~tiele II (.2) ~a .(6). op. cit., p-.196. 
(20) Article I (l). op. cit. p.l96 • 

. (21) Article I ,(3). op. e'lt. p.l.96. 
(22).Art1cle II (lf-}. op. elt .• , p.l96. 
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The politically conscious English -speak:i.ng farmers on the 

Frontier ·could have had no serious misgivj.ngs about the 

formation of the .Boeren Beschermings Verenigingen in 1878, for 

its principles were such as they could readily have approved 

of and supported. The formation of the P.frieander Bond on the 

other hand could. hardly. have been viewed "ith equanimity, 

stressing as it did the.desire to promote Afrika.ner interests. 

When, therefore, in March. 1882, S.J. du Toi t 1ssv.ed a pro-

gramme of prj.nciples before the first Congress o:f the Bond and 

Vereniging representatives met at Graaf:f-Rcinet to discuss 

amalgamation, their fears v•ere justified. This programme 

·stated "that the :final &U.!l of our national development must be 

a United. South r\frtca under j_ts c.wm fla.gn ( 23) so that in 

addit:ion to having a decidedly racial character, the Bond 

could .be charged with .being distinctly disloyal to the 

British Empj.re. It is not sv.rprising, therefore, to find after 

the Graaff-Reinet Congress that the Cathcart Farmers• Associa-

:t:ton had. great difficulty in deciding whether or not it should 

attach itself to the Africander Bond \lhich bad made such rapid 

.strides in the Eastern Province.<24) 

"' In commenting on the problem confronting the Cathcart 

farmers, the~ London p~s;paj;cp stated(25) that "Whenever 

English colonists discuss the subject (affiliation to the Bond) 

in meetj.ngs, they are in the same quandary. Very many of them 

appreciate some of the aims of the Dond, as far as they can 

t.tnderstand them, ••... ,. ... ·But then they find some of the vi.ews 

developed at B.ond meeti.ngs so radically opposed to enlightened 

principles that they can have nothing to do Viith them;. o. o" 

(23) Ibid~, p.208. 

(24) ~ LOndon ~spatch, 9 Septmmbe~ 1882. 
The Cathcart Farmers' Assoc. dj.d not arrive at a decision. 

(25) Ibid. 
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I 
The -~ London Dispatch ~xpressed its own attitude to the 

' ~ 1

) • I , , , I \ ) ( ' • ' • ' 

question by supporting the ~tatement made at the Cathcart meeting 
'.'' 

'' •·.' • ! ' ~ • :"' '· '' I I • ' ! ' ' : ' ' ' ' • • • ·. ' 

African· ·union: to.morro~, but n'ot an· Africander. Bo'nd· Union. • f 
,, ·:. ,, '., '. ' .. · .. ;'·,; .' ... :. (,. ,_{26) 

could not do it as an Engl:ishman .. it goes against my birthright." 
0 

' j ' , ; 
0 

I ~ L : 0 , 

0 

' l • ·• ~ ' f \ l ; ' , < ! ! \ ~ • Ill 

Of these three o~'ganj.sations tbe Vereni.ging alone appears 

to h~~e: :sho~n .its streng,th by se'cur:i.ng 'the return Of its can<Ii:.. 

dates' :to ~he, L~gi.slative .. Assembly bef~re l8S3. (2'7)-: 1'n th
1
e · 

gene~al \election.· oi is78~7:9. ~e .ii~d "a stro.ng body ·of ·meri," :~bo 
.~''t ;,; 

were determj_ne'd to do their best to. secure t.he r'emoval or. 

alleviation of th~ hated Excise" returned to the Hou~e.( 2S)•; 

This then was 'the eXtent of poli tiC~Al 'organl. sati on in 

the country when in May l8S~, the analgamation of du 'Toit•·s Bond 

and Hof'm~yr • s ~eren5:gtng was ef:tect·ed at the R:i.oh~bnd Congress ~ 2 9) 
' 

Tne. ne~ Afrikaner' Bond whi~b'emerged ~sa national politicil. 
1 ' . .. ~ • • • . . 

organisatio.n· a:fter-188'3 was responsible for thec:reati.on. of the 

first political party in the· Cape Colony - the AfrjJmne:r Party o 

That this party would concern itself wi.tb encouraging .Afrikaners 

to assert themselves ·politically,(30){.Art.!II) indicated l.ts 
L • • '• ' ; 

racialistic character, \1hile. the establishment of the Bond party .. 
machi~e assured the Afrikaner Party of~a decided a.dvantage over 

the unorgan:ised English electorate in subsequent parliamentary 

elections. 

(26) 

(27) 

(28) 

(29) 

(30). 

Ib:i.d. 

While there appears to .be no evidence extant to ·support 
the writers' contention that the Farmers' . Associations .. 
could have influenced· the return of candidates they · · 
approved of in .the 1878~79 general ~lection, the p~~~i.­
bility nevertheless suggests itself. 

Hofmeyr, PP~ 150•151. 
~~ '! ~ • 

lbid., pp. ~05-206 

lbid·. p.649 •.. 
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In order to understand first hovi the formation of the 

nem r1frikaner Bond eff~cted! the attempts of· English;...speakj.ng 

electors to organise •themselves politically after 1883; 

.secondly·to what··extent it. accentuated or retarded these 

.·. effo;rts and, · th).rdly · how. it determined the ·character of the 

fir'st English political party,· 'it· becomes necessary to examine . . 

the principle tenets of the :Bond • ('5l) .Article (1) of the 

General Constitution recognised ''no nationality of any kind, 

save·. that of the Africander", and looked upon all who a.imed 

at the welfare of South Africa as belonging to that nationality. 

The object of the Bond would be "the forma·t5"on of a South 

African nationality by the fostering of tru,e patriotism, as 
' 

prepa~ation for its final destiny : A United South Africa " 

(Article II) uhile this object was to be achieved "bY 

· encouraging the Africanders to assert themselves, both 

poli tiaally and socially, as a ilation. u (Article li I) • Tbe 

Provincial Constitution for the Cape Colony(32) circumscribed 

Art.lll of the General Constitution by lay).ng down that the 

Province would give '«effect to. the objec·ts described in the 

ge~eral constitution by:. 

(a) attending to the ;registr.at:i.on of qualified citizens; 

(b) ens uri~ the ele.ction of competent men for cj.vil and 

state ai'fairs;n (1\rt.lll) 

'While the, Cir'cle Commi t .. .;ees would promote the interests of the 

Province "in connection with tbe elections for the Legislative 

Council, " •• , •• o,. • (Art. Vll} 

(31) .For General Constitution of the ,.,:frikaner Bond vide -Ho:fmeyr, QP• cit., pp. 649-650. 

(:32) .Hofmeyr 9 op. cit., pp. 650-652. 
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One i.mportant issue was t1owever not finally decided 
.I . L'the Ri.c hm.ond Congre~s, namely vh ether the Bond would strj_ve 

/-ror ~ Uni te.d South . .AfrJ.ca under its own flag or the English 
! 
flag. Because s.J. du foit had :t>een able by _means of hi.s 

, ' ' : ' .I' I; ., • . ' I ' 
1 

1 ' • 1 , 

newspaper, . .!11 ~atriot, t.o publ.ie;ise~ his prog~~mme. and. .beat up 

support for his •ifree Afr:Loander fl~g" principle, (33) the 
. . ' ... ' ' . . ' '' ' 

Richmond Congress decided .to su.bmj.t the progr~mme to its 
; ; . ,' ' ' . ' : 

branches .. ( 34 ) . 
,l . ' '' 

T.he ~esitati.on nh:i.ch; t.~e E~glish farmers had sho~in vdth 
.,; I 

regard to joining. the .J\:fri.cander Bo.nd. in 1882 must therefore 
' • ' ' I' I ' • 

still have .. obt~:dned after 'May .1883, and it seems likely that 
1 : :. : : 

0 

° I ! I , • { : , , , ; I : 
0 

I ' ~ : < ~ ' 0 'If 

they were reconciled .after that date to exerting what polj.tic.al 
' . ' 

influen~~ they command,ed .through :the medium of. the:i.r annual 
'I ' ' ' ' 

Fal~.mers' Congresses. ( 35 ) ·Furthermore in a color~:y l11hi.ch had 

hitherto known no clearly differentiated po~j-tical parties, in 

cons.titt1enc,ies where no. pa" m~nent polj.tical organtsa'tions had 
I ' ' ' ', • • ~ 

existed and to an el~ctorate which exercised., i.ts vote :i.n favour 
' ' ' ' '.:' ' . 

of pe:rsonalj:ties and not principle.s, the. f.o.rmation of the 

Afrikaner Bon4 was no~ likely to evoke any immediate desire on 

the part of English-spea,king colonists :for a political organi-
. ., ' . ' 

sation. The political power whlch the Bond was likely to \'deld 
. . . ' ' . . ' ' 

had not become apparent apd this factor determined the fate of 
. • ! . ' • . ', ~ . ' ' 

the first attempt made t.o rpuse English colonists :in 188;. 
. \ ' 

The call for the. formation of an organi.sation to oppose 
' . . 

the !~frikaner :Bond Cafi!e fr.om the Cape. Times in Ju.n(f 188',5. 

( ;; ) · Ibid • , p. ·198. 

(34) 

(35} 

!bid., p. 208. 
' ' 

It seems significant that p.rior to 1883, only one Farmers' 
Congress had been held.· (Cape Mercur:v:, 11 June 188'3, p.;) 
After 1883 ~'f.M~ .. find these Congresses mee·ting annually, a 
practice wh:ifch appears to have been deemed necessary 
to counteract the political influence of the annual 
Afrikaner Bond Congresses• • 
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After referring to the formation of the Bond and sta·'ting that 
. . . . . ' 

it was ''a step in the right direction" , tbe question VIlas asked 

"But, why is there no o:rgani~~tion on the other 'side?" •. · · 
'., 

It w~s pointed o~t ··that there .v-tere "questions coming into the 

near prospect : .. .'Questions of representation, of franchise, of 

liberty. And~ 1Vhile one seet:i.on of the community i.s 

strenuously. wor.king out those questi~ns ·and laying plans for 

united action in respect of them, the other section of the 

community follows a course not a£ masterly, but of sluggard~ 

.a .. ' t· • ' . t ' fl ('36) 
·.~~.nac ~ v~ y, ••••• 

·' 

· Within a vreek of the article being reprinted in· tt1e 

East London D;i.spatch, a letter appeared from Rovvland ,,. • 
. ' ' . .. 

Bettington., calling on readfii)rs to :t'orm a 11 fresh Association •.•• 
I 

· 1 • 1 , • 

to be called the south African Union." Bettington suggested 

as a programme :for th:Js union, (a) the settlement of tne 
' ~ ' .i 

' ' 

native question, (b) movi·ng the capital to· one of the fr.ontier· 

towns in order ·t'o carry out the above enactment', (c) securj.ng 

Home Government c;onsent for colonists to manage not only the 

Colonial, but a·ll other, nati vas~ (d) Confederation of Colonhil 
., ' 

Africa. in the English House' of Commons by two members from th ~ 

Colony and finally,· that the Colony was to be an independent . 

but integral :portion ·of the Bri tim. Empire. (37) 
' . : ' . . 

A meeting was thereupon held in the Mutual Hall in 

East LOndon to consider Scanlen's Representation Billt the 

proposed cession of Bastitoland 'to the Imperial Governmentt 

the future· prO'spects and administration o:f the Colon,, and the 
. (3~). 

advisability o':f fqrming a South African Union." 

(36) Reprinted in East LOndon Dispatcl;!; 9 June 1883. 

('37) East london Dispatch, 13 June 1883. 

(38) East London Dispatcp,. 30 June 188',5. 
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l . A .resolution stating that the Representation Bill was 
. ' ' ' ' ' t., t, 

not"suited to .the requirements of the Colony, both on ac~ount 

.of the .large and unn~cessary increase propoeed in the number 
'· .. ' ' ' ' ' " ' 

of representatives, and also on account of tpe proposed .. . . . 

distribut~on ·o;f ne\'1 .. seats, \'ihich entirely l,gnores the r.ig~t 

. to. separate, repr.ea·~~1ta:tio~ ·Of large town .and commercial 

interests, and i.s therefore utterly unworthy .of th~ support 

of the public" 'fias carried. On .the :future of nasutoland 
' ... 

a motion Vias put expressing the viev. that "th:i,s meeting .v?_ews 

with apprehension the proposed transfer of Basutoland to . ~ . . .• 

Imperial control ••.•• n but found only four supporters •. The 

motion on Confederation, bowever 9 was carrled -by "a large . " . . . ' 

majority" ~nd propose~ that in ord~r to promotf: confederation 
' . ... . ' . ' . ~ " 

of the various States, ttan assoeia~ion be formed -t;o be termed 

the south Jtfrican Confederation Union. n (3S) 

In Aug~st 1883 a poorly_. attended meeting approved a · 

draf.t programme wbi~h set ~u.t t~e principles .of the S • A. 

Collf~deration ~nion .. ('39) B~t the movement had apparently . 

spent ,itself 'by .1i-he end O·f. ·th~ year for we. fin(i no concf):rte.d 

. effo;t't mad~ by that association to assert i tsel:t in tb~ 

Legislative Council eleetiol'lS .in Decerr1ber o:f that year~ 

The. faj.l.~re of the South African Confederation Un:~on 

.to develop it1to an effective ,political organisation 4nust 
• •' ! ' ' ' ~.~ ., . 

first and foremost .be a"ttrtb.uted :to ·the ill ... ,timod launc~Hlg 

of the QonfederatiQn sc~eme, secondly to the. abstrapi('~nature 

. of its· program~e· and finally to .the laclt of. a ,.:forceful ~eader • 

. (38) , . East, London Dispatch, 30 June 1883~ 

(39) East London Dispatch, ll August 188}. 
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The ill-fated Co~ederation Scheme of Cafnarvon \Vas still 
j 

fr-es'h in the memory of· the colonj.sts • and while the Afrikaner 

Bond admittedly airne.d at "A' United So~th African, this 
i . 

principle VJas supe~impoaed on the mai~ 'ol:iject of the .Boeren 
I . . . . . . ) . 

Beschermings ve:reniging, namely "to watch->Qver and protect 

the Farming Interests of the Colonyn. fhen too the principles 

• • 
1 

• · • which the· draf·~ prog1~~mme c~ntained were too ambitious and 

·,,! 

.. 
The promoters of the South 

•• < ••• '. • '. ' ·_ ' • ' ·,. ' 

· African Confederation Union aimed at a confederation of various 

states. (Art. l), ·the e-stablishment of a central Senate "in 

Wl'licn each of the States shall be represented; ••. •" (Art. 4) 9 

and "ent].~~ independence of action, within the limi ta of the 

Un:l.on; to be granted. by the English Government" (Art.5) (40) 

and were in fact seeking to interest the people of East ~ndon 

in a· scheme \'ibic b should have been sponsored by the poli t:i.cal 

leaders of each of the States it \'5as proposed to Confederate o ( 
41) 

Had these 'frontiersmen confined their activ:i.ties to fight:i.ng 

the Represer1tation Bill, for instance, they might have aroused 

more enthusiasm and received active .support from the larger 

towns in the Ea1itern Pr-ovince. S.:he nucleus of a poli.tical party -

might thus bave beer1.:fo~med; but this issue never feature(l in 

tl'le draft programme o~ princJples. Finally Bettington and his 

provisi.onal comm'i ttee' faj_led. to enlist the support of any 

prominent political leaders and neither publicised nor 

attempted to form branches of the Union outside East LOndon. 

The Cape Times had iisualised the formation of an .. 
organisation to oppose-the Bond on questions such as there­

presentation and the franchise, but all it had succeeded in doing 

(40) For draft programme of principles vide Appendix A. 

·(41)' The only meetings which the s.A.c.u, held were in 

Ea~t Londo.n e 
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. ' ' 

.wa-s to elicit the formation of a group which sottght to 
.. 

In 1883 the' strength of the· Bond 
. ' . 

was nat yet appar·ant and there seemed no· necessj.ty for a:n 
, ; ~ • { ' • I . 

"organisation on the other.side~a 
.. 

.·. '·, 

•• J '(i.i) 

. . . 

demonstrated j,n the general· election o::f · 18B4 \~hen election · 

returns showed that th:is 'organisati~n had succeeded in securing 

the election of "about ;;fl members who would support .J .. H. ' 

Hofmeyr · on ''the majority of· questions n in the House. ( 42) The 

Bondsmen thus formed the large~~ body in the Legislat:i_ve 

Assembly, for the remining m~mbers supported either the 

Scanlan Ministrlr or the Opposition. (43) In this connection 

'the efforts of the East London DJ.§Patch, which· had attempted 

to classify some 65 election returns in March 1884; must be 
. . . ~ . . 

referred to in order to indicate to ~hat extent poli.tical groupinge 

in the House .. were virtually· unpredictable. Thj.s newspaper 

claimed that 1Vitb electioncorit~sts still to be decided in 9 
' ' 

const:i.tuencies, ·tile M:i.niateri~lists had already secured 26 seats, 

the Opposition 28, while some 11 successful candidates were 

listed aa "Uncertain" •. Several · o:f these "uncerta:i.nsn were 

declared ·to be represe~tatives of the Bond. (44) · Hm1 far off 

th.e mark this forecast was may therefore be dedticed fl~om the 

final outcome \~hich, proved to be a triumph for t-he Bond 

O.:l'ganj.sation. 

(42) Hofmeyr, op .. ·cit~,· p•24:5. · 

(43) Innes, op. cit., ~.58. 

(44} Reprinted in Queenstown~ l?ress~ 4 U<,lrcb, 1884. 
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In fact when on the 6th of May Scanlan resigned because of the 

defeat his Ministry had sustained on the Phylloxera issue, Sir 

Hercules Robinson called on Hofmeyr to form an administration 

in view of the fact that he had the stronges~ following in the 

House. <45 ) • But Hofmeyr declined and suggested that 

Upj.ngton be called upon to assume the reins of office, a 

suggestion which the Governor acted u~on. Upington was 

enabled to undertake the formation of a M).nistry by vi.rtue of 

the supvort he received from the Bond, <46 ) and for the next 

fourtee~ years it became axiomatic that the Government of the 

day, in order to carry j_ts proposals, was forced to frame its 

policy in conformity with the wishes of the Afrikaner Party­

the strongest party in the House. 

It was during 1884 that yet another unsuccessful 

attempt was made by the English colonists to form a political 

association. The events which prompted the formation in the 

Colony of the Empire League - an English political association -

are stated by Charles Leonard to have been the definite form 

which "Dutch National as.pirations" bad taken in 1885. <47 ) 

What were these 11Dutch National aspirations"? In September 

1884 President Kruger enlarged Montsioa•s reserve by proclama-

tion and annexed Goshen to the South African Republic, subject 

to the consent of Her Majesty.< 48) In the Cape Colony there 

were immediate repercussions. The Upington Cabinet, sup~orted 

as it was by Hofmeyr and the Bond, was inclined to oppose 

Downing Street interference in Colonial matters, while Cecil 

Rhodes, apparently supported by a ~rge number ·of colonists, 

proposed the introduction of the Imperial factor.< 49) 

(45) Hofmeyr, op. cit. , p.247 
(46) Ibid., p.262. 
(47) C.Leonard, The Politicbl Situation in S.A. The Empire 

League was established in 1884, not 1885 as Leonard implies. 
(48) Eric ".Walker, ... History of South .. frioa, p.406 

M.T.Peters, The British Government and the Bechuanaland 
lProtectorate, p.l5. 

(49) Basil Williams, Cecil Rhodes, p.83 
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On 18 September T .. E.Fuller was summoned by the High 

coth~issioner to Government House< 50) and 'informed that "a . ·... .. . 

milt tary expedition fox; Bechuanalan(i under Sir Charles Warren 

w~s nearly ready to st~rt, but tha_t the English. Ministry were 

hesitating :at the last ~oment,- and, that unless he were backed 

up._ by .some demonstration of feeli~ from the Cape Colony, he 

fe_ared it would never start"~ Fuller therefore arranged a 
~51) 

demonstration .. at. the Commercial Exchange in Cape Town which, 

, . according to the pre~s notice, was to be held "for the purpose 

. of eliciting an expression of Public Opinion concerning the 
' ·.· 

position of tbelMl?ERlAL. and COLONIAL GOVERNMENTS. -with respect 

to tpe s1;~te of Bechuanaland at the present timen. <52 ) A news 

item .. stated that a movement ~as on foot «for holding s::i.milar 

meetings tbrougho1.1t the Colony •.•••..• " (5'3) 

At .th.e n;teeting in cape .Town four resolutions were moved, 

. C>t which the first and second are noteworthy.. The Hon.A .Ebden, 

M.L .• C., .called ~or the .intervention of Her Majesty's Government 

in <Bech,uanaland.t. while ~ .w .I,~onarc:Iproposed that "any failure 

on the par~ of Her Majesty's .Government to maintain its just 

rights under thet Convention of London •.••.•. would be fatal 

to British supremacy in South nfrica and fraught wl.th disastrous . . 
results to all l9yal. subjects of Her Majesty in this Countryu· • 

., Tbesf;} resolutions were unanimously .carried and a 

committee ~as appointed to prepa.re a petition and present ·it 

. to the Governor "for transmission by cablegram to Her Maje~ty 

th n ~ u(54) . e ~uee.u ••. o • • . . . By 9 October. 1884. similar ;meetings bad 

b~en held at Aliwal North, .Mossel Bay, QueenstoV~n, Kimberley 
r 

and Beaconsfield, but the~e appeared to be certain centres . 

(50) On the ~nstigation of Rhodes?. 

(51) Sir Thoma,s Fuller, Rt. Hon. C.J.Rhodest p.48 

(52) cape Argus. 24 September 1884 : 

(53) Ibid. 

(54) Cape Argus, 25 September 1884. 
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in the· Eastern di.stricts ,. ·namely Grabamstown and _Port 

Elizabeth, Vthi:ch in th:e beginning had refused to join the 
I 

movement.· 'llhe opi.nion wa.s expressed that Grahamstown vieVted the 

mov.ement as. "an~i-Ministe.r.ial:" f5~)while. Port Elizabeth v;as. 
. ' . ' ' ; •. : . ' . ~ 

·alleged <to have the ·"sulks" b~catise Cape. Town had taken the 
' ' 

lead, and if she ,could not. 11 play f~r.st fiddle" • s~e would not 

· play at all. (5.6) .. 

If 1initial·ly there appeared to be ~a certain-lukewarmness 

in re.spect of the protest movement in the East, the enthusiasm 

of the people~of C~pe Town must have encouraged the promoters. 

On·23 October, 1884f a meeting was again held in Cape Town 

''for the purpose of: adopting a ·:Declaration of Principles for 

the 'Empire· teague 1 , which· it. has ·bee.n determined to establish 

in: the Colony,''-~ 57 ) The ~doption of. the Dc;!claratj.on of Prin-

·; . · e"iples, ·and a wbrking ·constitution. was move_d, by Innes and 

· · ·· · 'seco·nded· by J .. L.M.Brown." A Provisiona·l -central Committee, 

:inol'uding inter -!!1.! J .L·M~Br.ol'Vn·; the ·Hon. Alfred Ebden, M .. L.C~, 

P .J .stigant·, M.L.;A. (the Mayor -of Cape Town), J' .Rose Innes, 

M.L.A. and Victor Sampson, was appointed and immediat·ely after ... 

'Wards a. -Cape Town b.ranch ·o.f the: Empire League was formed, a 

committee elected :and an annual .subscrip.tion of ten shillings 

agreed upon. (5S) Wi thi'n a week-the second branch was formed in 

. Mowbray, and thereafter six more in the Peninsula. 

(55) Cape Argus~ 27 September 1884. 

(56) 

~~7) 

(58) 

Cape Argus, 6,0ctober ~884 •. 

,Q~e.Argus, 24 October 1884. 
J .Albert Coetzee, Politi eke Groepering . in die wordiM van 
die.Afrikanernasie.l. p.194. 
For'tbe Declaration of Frl.nciples, vide Appendtx :B. 

Pai?e Arsuf!, 24 October 1884. Members of the Cape Town 
.Brooch Committee included L.lJiener and C.Levds (members 
of the Legislative ·Assembly) , F .J. Dormer (editor of the 
£ape Argus), F.Y. St.Leger (editor of the Oape Times) 
and T.J.Anderson (who became Chairman of the South 
African League's Cape Town Branch in 1896). 
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Outside of Cape Town, however, the Empire League failed 

to take root, (59} and even the Penj_nsula branches ceased 

functioning after 1884. It therefore remains to account for 

the fai~ure of .the. Empire League to develop into an English 

political association, and in order to do so the aim of this 

body ~nd the ci:rcumstanc~s surrounding its inauguration must 

be examined. 

As to the aim of the Empire League, that was boldly set 
I i . ' . ' . 

o~t in Clause I of t~e Declaration of Principles and reads 

as follows: "The fundamental object of this League is to 

maintain unimpaired the .connection which no11 subsists between 
; ' l 

thj.s colony and tt"le British Empire". 

What had led the founders of the Empire League to imply 
• ' ' j • I 

that the Imperi.al t.ie Yl.as being impaired in October 1884? 

·Probably the sentim~nts which Upington expressed in his state­

ment of Government policy when he met the House on 16 May,l884 • . 
Then he referred to the fact that the Colony should "assume a 

definite control ~f those dependencies on our border, over which 

we have hitherto been in the anomalous positi.on of practically 

exercising government without the authori.ty of anyAct of the 

Legislature". He expressed the opinion that while the Govern-

ment had 11 the strongest feeli.ngs of loyalty to the Crown" and 

the warmest. desire to maintain their' "connection w~th the great 

and free Empire •.•.••• the Responsible Ministry of this Colony 

should be permitted to manage the affairs of the Colony without 

interference, - interference which may be dictated by political 

considerations in the Imperial Parliament ••••••• " (60) 

(59) Branches 11ere established at Kingwilliamstown, Beaufort 
West and eventually at Port Elizabeth, Grabamstown, Fort 
Beaufort and Kokstad, but by December 1884 the·Port Eliza­
beth Telegraph declared that the Empire League had failed 
outside Cape fo'Yin and proceeded to account for the failure. 
Article reprinted in Qape Argus 2 3 December 1884. 

(60) Cape Hansard, 1884, pp.20-21. 
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In all probability it l'as the explicitly stated intention 

of the Upington Ministry "to manage the internal affairs of 

the Colony free i'rom external control" which roused men like 

Wiener, Ebden and Innes and prompted them to establish the 

Empire League in an effort to counter the Government's policy 

of loosening the bonds between the Colo~y and the B~itish Empire. 

The Bond wa.s responsible for the belief which had pre­

vailed :for some time in England that the Colony'.s inhab:i.tants 

were nwanting in attachment to their privileges as subjects of 

Her·Majeaty the ;..tueenn.(6l) This-must be deduced from the 

tenour ·of Upington' s Bond-insph:ed statement and the avowed 

intention of the League.to correct ·the erroneous idea. 

How did the Empi.re League propose to attain its objects': 

Accoi·ding to the Declaration of Principles, by the establish­

ment of branches within.the Colony (clause 3),< 62) "by the 

propagation of sound yj e1Vs through the J?ress and· every other ,, 

Agency which may be available for the purpose; by securi.ng a 

proper representation ot Colonial views in England; ·and by 

opposing the election to Parliament or other public office o:f 

' any candidate 'Who may be unable to give satisfactory 

assurances of his sincere loyalty to the Throne and the 

Imperial connectionn (clause 10); and by affiliation to the 

Imperial Federation League, whj c h was then bei.ng for.med in 

England nwith the grand object of educating public opinion up 

to the conviction that the time has arrived for the creation 

of a FedE~ral Parliament or some alternative machinery, which 

ttill supersede the imperfect arrangements noYi existing, for 

keeping Great Britain and her dependents together" (clause 8). 

(61) Declaration of Principles, Clause 6. 

{62) 1!he League intended to confine itself to the Cape Colony 
and in this respect differed from the Afri.kaner Bond 
which had offshoots in the Transvaal and Free State. ~ 
Hofmeyr, op.· cit., p.209. 
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But on no account would the Empj. re League "interfere with 

declaration whJ.ch :indicates ;that the intention had been .. to. 
' .•\> ••• ', .. ' •• "",•, . l ' ' ' . ' '. 

form a·political pressure. group, not a polit:ical,pa~ty. ' r . , . . . . . . . , . . 

~ha~ ,the Empj.re . League. failed to deve.lop into an. . ; · 

.eff.ecti ve pol~ tic~l as~ociation . after 1884, must be attric-o 

buted to various factors·o The movement which started in 
. ' . . . 

.,cape '.ro_wn ~as regarded in the Eastern :Province as an attempt 

. _to increa.se. the polJ .. tical power. of that town.( 63) East ... west 

rivalry in the C.Qlony ;was apparently still in existence. The 

<;:ol9~ists in th~ E~stel'n di.s,tricts vj.ewed the protest .meetj.ngs 

_c9pce;ttning th~ Be.chuana.land question as nanti-Ministe.rial", <64 ) 

and wo~l<l have \)een ,avers~ to supporting the outgrowth of these 

meetings • ~amely the ]!!mpir·e I.teague. Apart from this affinity 

v.bich :co.lonl.sts in ·the Eastern Province felt ,for the Ministerial 

_:Lsts; whicb .. therefore . .led t.hem to distrust .an .a.llegedly 

. Oppoai tion moveme.nt. there was the fear expre.ssed throughout 

· .tb.e qo~ony! that:. n:the formation o:f such a thorough Br:L.tish 

:9ociety. as 1the Empire League cannot be otherwise than dis-

.tasteful ~o -,;he,AfrHmner Bond party,- on.wnose support Mr. 

U_pington :~a.s 4tst ~ession wont. to .rely". (G5) 

~ut by far the. most cog~nt·reason for the·Empire . 

League's failure appears to have been the :fact that it was 

used by Rhodes to achieve his immediate object. Once it ·had . 

served Rhodes • purpos~, :there appeared to be no reason for it 

.to remain in· eJ(istence. 

In 1884 Rhodes bad embarked on his plans for. 

expan~ion .into the inte;rior. (G6) He looked upon the Bechuana-, · 

.land territory as the -".Suez Canal" of the country, 

( 63) Cape AI'f?US, ; December 1884. 

(64) CapeArgus, 27 September 1884. 

(65) Cape Argu§., · 3 Decemb~ 1884. 
Coet~ee, op. cit •• p.l96. 

(66). Williams, op. cit., pp.56 et seq •• 
/ 
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"the key of its road to the interior ••• ," and as such the 

annexation of Goshen by the Transvaal constituted a severe 

setback to his scheme.. The fact that a German protectorate 

bad been formally announced over Damaraland and Nama.qualand 

only five months previously aggravated the situation con-
, ' 

siderably< 67 ) for Bismarck and Kruger seemed to have conspired 

to cut off the approach to the interi.or • 

. In order, therefore, to safguard the Bechuanaland 

corridor and ensure the success of hie scheme, Rhodes strongly 

urged the despatch of an expeditionary force by the Imperial 

Government "to enforce the (london} Convention and establish 

a protectorate over Bechuanaland; and suggested that Sir 

Charles Warren, •••••••••• , should take command." ( 68) The 

despised Imperial factor was being invoked(Gg) and it may be 

assumed that it was in response to a suggestion from Rhodes 

that Robinson summoned T.E.Fuller and asked him to arrange a 

demonstration in support of Imperial intervention in Bechuana-

land. The Empire League, 'which was an outgrowth of this 

agitation was backed by Rhodes for the Cap£ Times in 1888 

declared "It was by the Empire League that Bechuanaland was 

wrested from the grasp of the Transvaal before and Mr.Rhodes 

was the prime mover in that enterprise" .<70 ) It would there-

fore appear that Rhodes sponsored the formation of the Empire 

League i.n order to get widespread support for his appeal for 

British intervention. t:hen the Imperial factor, in the person 

of Sir Charles Warren, was introduced into Bechuanaland in 

December 1884(7l) the immediate object had been attained. 

(67) Ibid., p.77 . 

(68) Ibid., P• 83. 

(69) In July 1884 Rhodes had urged the removal of the Imperial 
factor from the situation. Vj.ndex, Cecil Rhodes, Political 
~fe and Speeches, pp. xxii-xxiii. 

(70) Cape Times, .;o November 1888. 

(71) Williams, op. cit., p.83. 
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The proclamation of British Bechuanaland, south of the 

Molopo, as a Crown Colony in September, 1885(72) completed 
. ' 

the episode :foJ: Rbodes. 

!r~ colonists w bo attended the protest meetings and · 

expressed their desire for the intervention otHer Najesty's 

Government in Bechuanaland, bad the satisfaction of seeing 

the:i,r wish granted. The attainment of the Empire League's 

more remote aim, namely the .. unimpaired maintenance of the 

Imperial tie, seemed for the present to have been assured 

and hence their enthusiasm for that political association 

petered out. It would have required a statement similar to 

that made by Upington in M~, 1884 and an event comparable to 

the threatened flou~inB; ,of British supremacy in South Afr:i.ca, 

to· have sustained the interest of the colonists in the Empire 
. ' ' ' ' . . 

League. These 'fiere absent from the political scene immed:i.ately 
. I 

after the Becbuanaland cri.sis. 
I'-' 4 -'• 

To Rhodes there seemed no advantage to be had from 

continued interest in the Empire League. The movement gave 

no indica~ion of becoming nat:i.onal .or effective and he had 

only sponsored it because the Bond, the only suitable political 

organisation in the Colony at the time, must have tac,i tly 

adopted Hofmeyr•s solution. of the Bechuanaland problem -

the assumption of control by the Transvaal Government. <73> 

After 1884 "the gradual movement of Rhodes away 

from Soanlen, towards Hofmeyr" was discernible<74> and one 

might therefore concl~de that the Emp:i.re League no longer 

impressed Rhodes as the ideal organisation to nurture in order 

to achieve hj. e goal - British colonisation in the interior 

.(72) Walker, op. cit., p.409. 

(73) Hofmeyr, op. cit. p.253. 

(74) Innes, op. cit., p .• sa. 
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Vlith nthe Cape Colony as the dominant~f South Afrj.ca". (?5) 
' 

An alliance between Rhodes and Hofmeyr with the solid backing 

of the Bond organisation, held out greater assurance of 

success for Rhodes• plans than did the continued tie ~ith 
. . . 

the ineffective Empire Lea·gue. Deprived; therefore, of 

Rhodes~ guidi.ng influence after 1884, the Empire League 

ceased to :function. 

The formation of the Empire League can be regarded 

as the first attempt to organise an anti-Bond movement for 

its intention ~as to dispel the erroneous idea that the 

spirit of loyalty had 'Waned in the Cape Colony by opposing 

the election to Parliament of any candidate who was "unable 

to give satisfactory assurances of his sincere loyalty to 

the Throne and the Imperial connection." <76> The spirit of 

disloyalty the Leag~ saw emanating from the Upington­

Hofmeyr alliance, so that in addition -to being anti-Bond• 

the organisation showed itself to be anti-Government. 

(iij.) 

W:i.th the collapse of the Emp:i.re Leag~ the colony 

was left \'ii.th but one political organisation, the Afrikaner 

Bond. By 1885 the :foundations of this organisation had been 

firmly laid and both in Parliament and in the country it had 

"leierskapt doelbewuste optrede, •n mate van party organi­

sasie en funksie binne die volksve:rteenwoordiging."< 77) In 

fact the Bond stood alone as an organ:i. sed political group 

t'wat in verband met die belangr'ikste vraagstukke dieselfde 

(75) Lewis ·Michell, ~he ;Lif'e and Times of tbe Right 
Honourable Cecil John Rhodes, p.gg. 

(76) De~laration of Pri.nciples, Clause 10. 

(77) J .H.O. du Plessis, Die Ontstaan van Polj.tj.eke Part~e 
in die KaaPkolonie tot 1885, Ch.l7, p.l8. 
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oortuigings gehad het. 11
• As yet, however, there could be 

no talk of an Afri.).{aru):r ·Party, +or party discipl:i.ne and a 
-;' . ... ... ' . ' ' 

· · caucus system vier~. not .. discer.nible in Parliament. <78) 

· 'The ·year 1885 .-· according to du 'Plessis, must be 

regarded ~as .a det''in~te m:tlestone·. (grensjaar) ·as far as the 
. 

. ·; ~evelqpment o:f political .. parties in the ·Cape Colony is 

. , , ·' ... concer:ned, .. fo.r .not only were ·.dif.ferent· political streams or 

'' ! ·trends ·~O be observed then, but ·at least. ·one poli ttcal party 

·: 1 ·: ;: (sic) ~Xi$ted, ;and. the foundati.ons of two others had been 1!i~! 

!. I 'JJite three. 4istj,nct .political ·streams which were 

... , ::latent in jthe ,pQlitj.cal .scene· by 1aa5 were the Calvinistic 
' ' . ' 

., 

. republican (Cal,vinistiea-republiek()inse) trend .represented 

by t.be Africander Bond .of S.J. du Toit and ·l!i Patriot, which 

had. been temporarily s·tifled by Hofmeyrt s policy of conciliation; 

the conciliatory trend which was bei.ng pursu~d by Hofmeyr and 
. . . 

I' • I'' • '!'' I.,· . - ' ' . ' ' • . - '. 

· the :Englisn..:apeaking colonis·ts under ·the leadership of Molteno, 

Upingto'n anct'Scanlen, nfiat geen beswaar gemaak het teen •n eie 

nas1onal:iteit ··ni~, maar· -wei die BritSEi 'Vlag VIOU behoU11 t and 

. the ultra .... ·Imperi,alist directi'cn under the leadership of· 

'
1Rhodes; Le·ona·rd· 'en ander"'. w'bo wanted tbe entire South Africa. 

'gnder British rule. (SO)' But not only· were these trends 

l al;ipat'ent by 1885;. the ba'sis :had been laid for. t,he parties which 

: · tJbuld fight' f.or. Afrikaner nationali'sm and British Imperialisms 
I ' 

; tbe ·Cape '(Kaaplanclse) ·. National Party and the Progressive Pa~~t~ .. 
D'u Plessi.S' altal.ysis of the political scene at the 

Cape j.n 1885 is indeed an accurate one and it ·remains for· us 

to take up the threads of· the' ·movement by English colonists 

' in· the quest' for po.li tical organisation •. 

(78) Ibid. 

(79) Ibid. Ch.l9t p.l .•. Freely translated. DuPlessis after 
declaring tbat the Bond by 1885·must be regarded as a poli­
tical group and not as a p()litical party, (Ch.17j p.l8) 
nevertheless concludes by claiming, tha·t a political party 
already existed by 1885. (Ch.l9, p.l). 

(80) Ibid., Che 19, p.:;. 

(81). Ibid., Ch.l9, p.4, .footnote 1. 
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.. Aft~r :the E,mpire .. League ceased functioning in 1885, two 

fu,rther -~-t:terppts were. ~de,'during t:he decade to form political 

groups, the first in Grabamstown. in 18~6 9 , ~he s_econd in East 

· · LO.ndon -tv'o yea:re later. . . 

The Grabatnstown m(>vement: started· as a. prot:est aga:i.nst 

th~ threat-ened·abo~iti.on of the:Cou~t of Appeal. This 

·measure was e~b:~d~e_d in· a Bill· which in May, 1886, came 

· before ·Parl~a·meJit<82 )-: .and prop-osed to abolish the Colonial 

Court 'of· Appeul . a~d confer its power on the Supreme Court. 

· A public' mee'ting to pro·test. agai.nst this action was t~erefore 

' Called by J .s·.-Willc'ox, the Mayor of Grabarnstown, on l June 
• j ' • • 

·1886 9 in ncompliance with a. ~equest from the Chamber of 

Commerce" as the measure was deemed ·"to 'be to the detriment 
~ (83) 

of the Oo.urts of the Eastern Districts and Gt'iquf.and Westo 11 

fhe ci t:i.zens of Grahamstown apparently did .not view 

the Bill as. apprebensiyelyas did their Chamber of Commerce 

for nbarely 49" attended the meeting. Nevertheless a re-

solution was ·adopted recording opposition to the Appeal Court 

,Abolition Bill :for the reason that "it degrades the Eastern 

· Districts* ·court·•. and High court of 'Griqualand west, into a 

position· inferior to· the Supreme co·u·rt_, and this tends to 

diminish· the ctedi·t and usefulness· of the COtJ.rt thus 

-injuriously af!ectedi1
• · • It was ·also· decided to send copies 

of the resalutj.on to Ntr·.Upington, the Grahamstovm parlia­

mentary representatives and the Uayors·o:r ·several towns. But 

mere protest would' not· su:ffice 9 -and· it was theref'ore decided 

· · to form a Colonial Association~ in order to· unite action 

11 :fOr the protection o.f· common· iriteres·ts, ·and the -promotion 

of legis.lation "for. the advancement of the Colony, •• ~ •• ~~ 

(82) £_ape Hansard, 1886, p.'324. 

(83) Eastern Star, 31 May -le86. 
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A Committee·..,as thereupon appointed nto. prepare rules, 
.. ', ' 

and. correspondepce with, .other colonial towns for the further- 1 
:•/•' \ · ·, i' ·, ·'.; •.· . '.'. I • 

. ance .of the obje~:rt •• ~ ~ ~ "(8!+) •. 
' ~ { ! ; ; ' • \ ' '. .' i • • 

The day before this meeting \ltas heldthe Excise .Act 
c . , . · I ' · .. : :, . . . ·., ' ~ ' 

Amendment ;Bi.ll obtained a Majority. of two votes on the :third 
. , ) { · .. i ~ j 1. , ; n_, ~ I~ \ ' " \ : .· .. ,, , . ; . , t ! ~ '. • ; "' ·_ , • ;. • • , , ~. • 

reading, ~be ~ov~rn~~nt voting 11ith the Opposition against 

t~~ ~o~~ ~e~~ers ·• ,(S5 f. ·~~~ p~~sag~· of' thi~ Bill wh~cb. 
I • I I. ~ ~ f I ' ' ' ' ' • • • ~ • • ' I 

aboli,shed th~ Exc~se on the products Of the .farmers and. thus 
' 

0 
i 0 ' ' ' • ; \ )' I , I • • 1 ~ ' : ,j ', 

0 

! : I 
0 

• i \ ' ' < : : 1 ' o : • I ; 
0 0 

: o 

_favoured the wine-farming centres, apparently fanned ~he.flame 
·: '; 1 . ·: : .. ,·· · j · r :\ ·' ; ! ; t .. • · • • ' ! , · . ( . , : •. , 

Wk\i~h bE;td ~~e~ .k.i~~l~~ .. b¥: 1ihe. ~ntrod~9tion of the ~:pp~al Courts 
,, . . . ' 

. A,boliti?n· _Bi:ll, ~nd ~he c9,lon1~~s ~er_e stated. t9 .be; loo~ing 

to tbe .~gi~~ti,ve. Council to. reject it. (BG) But. tbia the 
' ~ : ' • ; : !' , ~ I \ 1 ' , ! ' ' • / .. ,' . , ' 1 

Upper House :faj.led. t~. do on. 9 .June• 1866 whereupon. it VH:t~ duly 
. \ ' ~ \ • ' ' ' ' •' ' i ' . . . ' . , ' ' . I • ' ' 

d enounaed as ''.this . discrepi t, . dishonoured and no~ us eles$ 

legislati~e ~·od.y •• ~· (B7) · .. : ~b~. Eastern .Star then .P~ocee(led. to 
' . ' ' I ' , , \ ; > ! \ . ' • • ' •: 

~xplain h0\1 the colonistf3 could preven:t a repetition of the 
• ' ' ~ ' . . :~ : ' • ~ ' l ' ~.· •• ' • •. • ! • ~ ' ' ' ' . ·( ' 1_. 

e,ven'\is just wi ~ne~sed ~n ParlJ.ament. They. must support. an 
' 

as$ocj.ation .-. tb.e .. Political Union ~ •hich it was intended to 
' • • ' • . . ••• i ! . 1,_ ' : L : j • . J ' ' 1, ; I , ' ' • 0 ' ' ~· ,. \ 

launch .on ~2· .Ju11e, ~886. in pursuance .of the decision -taken at 
' •. ,: 1 ·; r ' . : 1 :. 

1 
' • • ·,. • • • : • • • • • • 

. the meeting on l .June,. 1886. This Political Union .\"'Oul(l 
• • 

1 
' 1 : ~ > " ' , ' ' I ~. • ·

1 
~ • · • 1 ' 1 . ~ : I ' ' . ' : , 1' : 

prot.e,c.~- and promot~ ~he .it;l~erests of the nEastern, Midland 
; ' • : ' ' I ' \ ~ ' ' I ' • . " . 

. and Northern Divi.sions of the .Prov1.ncef1 and if there were any 
.... ' ,': .. • ' ' . 'f:. ,· .· .. '' . '. . ... 

wh.o d.o.ubte4 ,th.e. n~.ed 
1
fo.r s~.ch a body, it was pointed out that 

1 1 I : ' ' I ' J ~ • • , • • ' • I ' 

"with branches. in every tov;n and District in the (Eastern) 
~ ' . . ' : : ' I ' ' : ' ' : ' ~ -~ . :· ' . ' ; • ' , ' •· ' ! • 

Pr.ovince., the .ele.cto.rs ;would soon know how to remedy .such 
• ' ' ' ,' I ' ; ' • 

political debaucber.y a~s the .Legislative Council bas just been 
' ' I ; ' ~ 

the scene of~. Th.e .Hone o_, B()wk~r, and Ross would not have an 

(84) Eastern Star, 2 June 1886. 

(85)_Qape Han!3ard, pp. '316-7. Duri.ng the 1886. session the Govern· 
mend v.a·s twjce .de£eated - on the percentage reduction 
of salaries of pub.l.ic officials ·and the abolition of the 
E~¢ise - and ... yet: remaim~d i~ office .. V,i,2t; Hofmeyr pp•279-8: 

(~6) Eas.tern Star, 11 June 1886 .• 

(87) Ibid~ 
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opportun:i.ty of •ratting' again on -the· Excise or any other 
, ' • .._ • . · ' · • '

0
.( 88) 

. ques "~.on.,H .. ~·· •. • . ... 
1· t, 

' '' . . The mee:ting 'WaS .duly . beld and the Committee reported . ~ . . 

· tm.t their· enqea~our ha4 ·been "To indicate a basis on which 

a Political Association might be formE!d in each locality» 
I; ," • I·· f•i 

'whi·Ch might ·be' useful ··in guardj.ttg the local interests; and 

promoting the election of suitable repree~nt·atives to 

.·Parliamentn. ·· lt was ·felt ·that the time had arrived for 

· uhi ted action· and "that not.hing else than .Political Union 

· such as 'tbey have sketched out will sutf:ice to protect t·he 

tbreatened interests·of the various districts, to prevent a 

~ · , continuance of mischievous legislation, and promote those 

'meaa.ur.es· which wi'll ten'd to· the peace and prosperity of the 

Colony•' .~ Views were also expressed that· the Political Union 

·could w.ork "in readjusttng ·the representation of the people" 

and keepbl§ alive an i'nterest in polit:i.cs, while the "moral 

co11ardice of the Government in not putting down its foot in 

d~termined. opposi tJ.on to tbe· loss .of £60-,000 by the abolition 

· Qf the Excise, w·bich would have to be made up by ta:xatton" 

. was condemned. Tbe· Political Union would be in a pos:i.tion 

to .resist an,y unfair. ·taxation', such a.s tbe recently imposed 

bouse"~"tax and the raising oiOwbolesale. licences from £3· 
' ' ' ' . 0 

'to £15·· It seemed quite .obv~us ·to the. me.eting that the Bond-
e 

supported Upitlgton Minis'tr.J. was bu;r(i.ening · the towns with 

·taxation. (£39 ) . · ·· · 

. The Commi·ttee report .a as adopted and the constt­

tution·of ttie Pol.~~ica'l Union approvea.(90) The .object of the 

• association' was : $ta ted "to be H to . protect and . promote the 

· P9li'tica 1, agricultural ana. commerci.~l interests of the 

"Eaet~rn, Midland and .Northern ·districts of the Colony" (clause · 

,, .. '. 
'' "· 

( ee,) I~icii. . · , . 

(89) Ee.stern Star, 16 June 1886. · 

(90) For constitution of the Political Union vide Appendix c. 
i ' 
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while membership was to be confined to "residents in the 

above districts, who shall have •••••• signified their 

adherence to the constitution of the Association." (Clause 3). 

A canvass of some portions ~f Grahamstown was soon 

undertaken by the association and reports received from Fort 

Elizabeth, the only town specifically mentioned, implied that 

support for the movement was excellent.< 9l) But this interest 

was not uaintained. The :first, and apparently last, business 

meeting of the Grahamstown Branch of the Political Union was 

held on July 3rd at which a Committee was elected and a proposal 

asking the Grahamstown representatives in Parliament to 

address the constituency was adopted.<92) ~essrs. Arthur 

Douglass and ~.E.Wood complied, but Dr. w.G.Atherstone, M.L.C. 

for the South-Eastern Circle, was unable to accept the invi­

tation. {93) Less than three months after the Political Union 

was formed the Executive Committee found it necessary to 

rescind the resolution limiting a quorum to 15 and substitute 

for it the provision that "until the bye-laws are subm:i.tted 

members of Committee :form a quorum.'' ( 94) After this date no 

further reference to the Political Union can be traced. 

The short-lived Political Union movement is interest-

ing for the purpose of this study inasmuch as it was the 

first attempt by English colonists to .form a political aeso-

oiation in order to counteract specific legislative measures 

introduced by the Cape Parliament. In this respect it 

differed from the S.A.c.u. and Empire League movements and 

the :fact that it failed to achieve its objects must be attri ~ 

buted to its desire to promote purely local interests. 

(91) Eastern Star, 23 June 1886. 

(92) Eastern Star, 5 July 1886. Richard Solomon, who was later 
to become a prominent .member of the Innes group, was 
elected to the Grahamsto~n Brsnch committee. 

(9;} Eastern Star, 26 July 1886. 

(94) Eastern Star, 18 August 1886. 



- 29 -

The attainment of these objects appeared to be assured when 

in November, 1886 Sprigg assumed office and included in his 

Cabinet tv;o Eastern Provj.nce stalwarts - Schermbrucker and 
( 95) C)CC. U r"rC.c:!.. 

Tudhope. The possibility must have aeee~~ed to the mem-

bers of the Political Union that the East being so well 

represented in the Cabinet, there was every chance of its 

welfare being protected and promoted by the Government. 

Furthermore it was the First Sprigg Ministry that had been 

respons:i.ble for the passage of the Excise Bill in 1878, and 

in 1880 proposed a scheme of railway construction which had 

been distinctly favourable to the Eastern Province~< 96 ) There 

seemed to be every likelihood that the new Government would 

maintain a position independent of the Bond in Parliament 

and be amenable to the requests from the East. 

The Second Sprigg Ministry, however, proved to be 

dependent on Bond support(97) and this fact was responsible 

for the attempt made in 1888 to form a Frontier Party. 

The attempt to form a political party on the Frontier 

seems to have originated with Sprigg~ At a banquet in East 

London on 26 September 1888 he declared:"I desire a union 

amongst the Border districts so that they shall stand together 

as one and advance the interests of the Border and the Colony 

generally •••• n(98) The appeal by the senior member for East 

London appears to have found an immediate response in the 

press, for two days later the Cape Times could report that a 

Frontier Party had been formed "with the object of relieving 

Sir Gordon Sprisg of a galling dependence, and of dividing 

the Bond itself by a geographical line of cleavage.~(99) 

(95) These men represented Kingwilliamstown and Uitenhage 
respectively. 

(96) Hofmeyr, op. cit., p.l81. 
(97) Ibid., pp. 306 et. seq •• 
(98) East London Dispatch, 29 September 1888 

(99) Cape Times, 28 September 1888. 
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In making the appea+ to his constituents Sprigg had 

however been careful lest he·antagonise the Afrikaner Bond, 

for be p.robably reali.sed bow embarassing the situation might 

be should his Frontier Party fail to materialj.se. With this 

in mind he had first emphat).cally denied that the Government 

was subservient to the Afrikaner Bond and -then stated that 

he had entire sympathy with the objects of the Bond.(lOO) 

The temerity of his denial led the Cape Times to conclude that 
n 

the Frontier Party •ould clearly be a refuge agaj.nst the 

tyranny of the Bond" and would secure to the Sprigg Ministry 

na permanent tenure of office ... {lOl) 

This Frontier movement was linked ~ith a Tariff and 
' ' 

Exci.se 'League which L.Wiener, M.L ... ~., was urging the 

Frontier districts to form at the time. The League would be 

pledged to two objects, "a low customs tariff and an excise 

duty on spirits." The press hastened to remind its readers 

that a similar proposal was agitated the previous year and 

implied that the situation was such that there could be no 

reluctance in the Eastern districts to support the new 

movement. (l02) Factors which must have prompted Wiener to 

launch his !ariff and Excise League appear to have been 

Sprigg's failure to re-impose the Excise during his tenure 

of office and the adoption by the Customs Conference in 

January 1888 of a general tariff rate, which "represented a 

c_ompromise betv.een the Cape and Natal rates", but apparently 

failed to satisfy Cape commercial interests.(l03) 

(100} Sprigg prepared the ground for his :Frontier Party 
appeal at a public meeting held in East London on 
24 September 1888. East London Dispatcp, 26 September 
1888. 

(101) Cape Times, 28 September 1888 

(102) · Ca;ee Time~, 14 September 1888. 

(103) Hofmeyr, op. cit., PP• 334-337. 
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The campaign which Wiener was conducting in the Eastern 

Province in favour of the reform of the Colony's fiscal policy 

seemed to coincide with Sprigg's East LOndon speeches, which 

opened the election campaign. This bad moved the Cape Times 

to suggest that Sprigg adopt the principles of Wiener's 

League, (l04)a suggestion which was however not taken up. 

The formation of the Frontier Party which the Cape 

Times seemed so anxious to publicise evoked some scathing 

attacks in the West. U,rriman, always to be relied on when an 

apt description was needed, promptly labelled the movement 

"the Earty of Plunder", "a needy cabal of people binding to­

gether in their own interests"~105 )while the cry was taken up 

by Stigant, who expressed the opinion that the Frontier Party 

was formed "for no other purpose than spoil and plunder; to 

form a compact mass which would bring pressure to bear on the 

Government and get what they would not otherwise get." (l06) 

As to the fate of the Frontier Party, its failure to 

materialise, was predicted by the ~ London Dispatch very 

soon after its formation had been mooted. Sprigg's appeal was 

regarded as••a piece of electioneering policy" which would have 

no time to ripen between the day of its promulgation and the 

day of the elections". The time factor seemed all-important 

for the general election was scheduled to take place in 

January 1889 and by lOth October nothing had been heard of 

negotiations between Frontier towns, which were essential 11 for 

the laying down of the lines of co-operation". For these 

(104) Cape Times, 22 September 1888. 

(105) Cape Times' report of Merrim~n•s attack was reprinted 
in the East London Dispatch, 10 October 1888. 

(106) Cape Times, 17 October 1888. 
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. reasons, therefore, :the East London newspaper ventured to 

suggest that the·Frontier :Party would not become an actuality 
• C, ' , ' • • w 

before th~ elect~ons to.ok place~ (lO?) ~his statement was amply 
' .. I • .. 

b.orne out bJ subsequent events for by the end ·of 1888 no 

organisation bad been se:t up ·to ·,contest eitber the Legislative 

. i . . . 'council 'or subse<iu'e.nt 'general el~·~tfon .. 
It remains'f9't,US to ascertain 'the reasons which 

prompteclSprigg to make.his appeal for·na union·amongst the 

. ·.Border. districts", (lOS) and wiener ~to champion a' Tariff and 
' : . • ' ' l ' ' ~ -· ~ ' ' ' ;- l ' - ; . :• ' ' - ; ' . 

. Excise League, and .finally· to determ:t.ne why both failed to · 

secure a following.· . '' 

~he.~Xtent to ~hich Sprigg appeared to :have become 

dependent on' the :Beine( f()r ~support in P~rliament is indicated 

' by the ,sentiment~ the. ea;eJ Times expressed after advocating 
I : J • ii . . ... £ .. . ' • 

. the adoption of the Tarif1 aild Excise League's principles by 

Sprigg. It v;as stated.th~~ ·tb!;ll League expressed Sprigg's own 
\ •' ·.~ ~ ',' ~ ' ' •I C -~ • : ~ 

principles 11 as tt1ey were w.hen he could be said to have 
. . ~ 

principles of his ~w'nn, <.1')9' re;nark quite clearly elicited by 
the measures 11bich t)assed ori to the Statute Book of the Colony 

f: I I ' ... ' 4 • 'I 

· in 18$7 and 1888~ . Then the Bond. ·had had the satisfaction of 
. \~ ; I • I I 

seeing the f.tanchise rais.ed by 'the passage of the Parliamentary 

Registrat:l.on Biii, <110>aofmeyr • s motion to exempt enfranchised 

natives from spe~ial,:iaws and regulationst adopted(lll) a 

measure which probably. boosted the saies o:f the brandy-farmers·• 

product, and· a .resolution in favour of Protection passed. <112) 

The latter principle had been tacitly embodied in the Customs 
. ' 

Conference agreement between Natal, the Free State and Cape 

(107}' East!A)ndon ))ispatcb, 10 October 1888. 

(lOB) 

(109) 

(110) 

(lll) 

(112) 

Sprigg did no; refer to a Frontj"er Party in his s_peecb. 
This name appears to have originated with the press·. 

,cape ~imes, 22 September 1888. 

llO:fmeyr, · op. cit., p. 310 

Ibid.; PP• 311-312·. 

Ibid., P•334e 
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Colony in Janua.ry, :laaa •. (ll})There seemed ample justification, 

therefore,' for· the Cape Times• scathing remark and for Sprigg's 1 

· / . appeal for a uni.on. tn the East; an appeal which implie!d the 

for~ation o+ an· organ~.sation to, counteract the int'luence of 

1J.be 2ond in Parliament. 

It· seems likely too that .Spr~gs;.,in making his appeal 

· ·at ·Eas-t :London, 'envisagec:l ·a fair me~ sure of success ·for such a 

union~ if the .Farmers' 1\s~ooj:ations ~ouid be persuaded to back 

the m~vem~nt. These. as~ociations were well-established, 

·acatt~~ed throughout the Eastern districts by 1888~ 114 ) and 

Sprigg, with ·the·examp~e of,the Boeren Beschermings Verenigingen. 

to encourage him 11 ·probably looked to the Farmers' ·Associations 

to form the ba.sis of a politica 1 party. Richard Rose Innes • 

·reflections on the political interest'· displayed by farmers on 

the Fron-tier in '1893, w·ere probably. relevant to the situation 

'there in 1888, for he declared that '.'the Farmers alone take a 
. . 

real interest in poli:tics - the men in the toWQs have not the 

time • o • ·: .~~{ ll5) 

But the Farmers • Association·• in company with the rest 

of the electo~ate on .the: Fr.ontier; di~ not ri.se to the occasion • 

. T.bat they fai.led 1iO· do so· must be. attributed to the fact that 

Sprigg's call came "too late for~ any worthwhile· organisat:ton 

to be effected. A further cause for the failure of the move~ 

ment ;to mait~ri.$lise must,: however, be sought in 1h e sentiments, 

(lll) 

(114) 

(115) 

!bid.,·· P• 334 • · 
., 

ln.Jo.ne 1883, delegates representing Farmers• Associationi 
.in Cathcart, Stoc kenatrom ~ Queenstown, Bed:ford, Fort 

. : :&eau,f()rt, Kingwiliiamstown, :Stutterheim, Victoria East, 
· Upper. and Lower Albany and . .BathUrst attended the Congress 

.beld at. Jlort ;Beaufort. East London Dispatch, 27 June 188:5 
In March 1885, eight Associations, represented by 21 

. delegates, attended the ,Cathcart Farmers' Congress, 
.Cape Mercury, 3 March 1885. 
. ' 

R.Rose Innes to J.Rose Innes, ? 18939 No•l4 a (R.I.Po) 
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Sprigg exp.ress$d irF.East London,' two days before hi's appeal 

watr la.undied. · Thetr he .h.ad partially ·allayed any fears his· con-· 

stitutints Jtti.ght' ·baiy-e enter'ta·i·n:ed::that the new• Government,· 

pr~'Sumbty· with' ·.Sp~igg: a.'s' l?relidet;'.'vlould bEf subservient· to the 

Afrikaner' Bohd. 'He denied that there had been any ncovenant 

·between tb~: Government: ana· th~ 'Africand~a:r Bond11 and added that 

his L Ministry" 'bad· a·l.~~ys: ·gJ. ven dt1e · conaid·eration. to p:roposals · 

made by' the Farmer s'• A:asocia tion ·· ~'nd the iond. (;l.l6) , HaVing be&n 

giv:en this assurance 'by Sprigg I the frontiersmen -could' hardly be 

'blam~d fo1:-"rEfje'Cting· hi.s' appeal' two days later· for a party i'n 
i 

the· East;. \ If the. · sti'rtti' the~·r · tnetnbers bad· taken· in connection 
. ' 

with the Railway Extension Bill ·~a·s to serve as an' indication~ll7) 
th~· 'Frbntier population could r~st assured that· the pr·omotion 

/ 

and' protection' o:f' its welfar~ · in· Parliament was entrusted to 

. vett able sponsors·; a political' party could hardly have done 

·wiener's fariff'aild EXcise teague probably failed to 

get tiupport ·first because the men who were concerned wi.th 

commerce in the :East bad not r'ealised the full i!tiplioations of 

the new tariffs which· were to take effect on the 1st January 

188'9, while the farming community hopefully looked to a new 

GoVernment, with·· Sprigg at the helm', to reverse· the excise 

measures' orl' petition by the F~rmers·•· congress.· 

In· opening bl.'s electoral'campsign at East LOndon, 

Sprigg bad· sought to rally round him a Frontier Party, not so 
.. 

much for the benefit of the Border districts, as for his own 

' 
(116) .East London D:i.·spa:tcp, · 26 Septe,mbe:r 1888.~ 

'. 

(117) The retention in. the Bj.ll .o.£ the important lower junct;ion 
.ineas!nnecting the East.ern and W.ddl.and systems o:r railway, 
as.· Y advocated·by. tlle·bulk of Eastern representatives. 

Th:ls provfsion was, however, not included .. in the Railway 
Extension lUll as finally passed, for it faj,led by. 2 votes 
to remain part of Schedule A of the :Sill. Cape Hansard 
1888; p.278. 
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political convenience - to make himself independent of the 

Bond party in Parliament. In February 1889 the Cape Times 

could state that the policy of the Frontier Party bad been "to 

give strong English support to the Ministr~and not to leave 

the Ministry to rely solely on the Dutch vote.n(ll8) But we 

have seen that the enthusiasm which Sprigg evoked was very 

short-lj.ved,and when it became obvious that his desire 110uld 

not be fulfilled because of the failure of the Frontier Party 

1D materialise, Sprigg took advantage of the declaration 

made by Hofmeyr in his speech at Stellenboech on the 31st of 

October 1888, and accepted support from the Bond leader in 

order to prolong his lease of office.<119) The loophole he had 

left himself by praising the efforts of the Bond to stir up 

the people and rouse them to take an interest in elections and 

public affairs, (l~O) bad come in very handy, an indication that 

Sprigg was far too experienced a politician to offend a 

dominant political group which might be needed as an ally 

against the Opposition after the general elections. 

(iv) 

The growing power of the Afrikaner Bond in the 

country and in Parliament was the factor which mitivated Eng­

lish-speaking colonists to effect political combinations in 

1884, 1886 and 1888, The earlier attempt by Bettington to form 

a South African Confederation Union was not interned to establish 

a political party to oppose the Bond within the limits of the 

(118) Cape Times, 2 February 1889, 

(119) Hofmeyr, op. cit., PP• 347-48. 

(120) East LOndon Dispatch, 26 September 1888. 
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Cape Colony, for his ambitious scheme sought to embrace :South 

r>frica in his proposed Confederation • (l2l) The Empire League 

like11:i.se did not aim at the formation of a political party, 

but differed from the earlier movement inasmuch as it aimed at 

including the entire Cape Colony in its efforts to rally loyal 

subjects to oppose the explicitly stated intention of the 

Upington Ministry to dispense vdth Downing Street interference 

in colonj.al matters. <122) Here then was the first attempt to 

organise on an anti-Bond basis. 

In .the case of the Political Union and Frontier Party 

movements, the desire had been to create political associations 

to promote and protect essenti.ally local interests. The prime 

movers in the Poli ti.cal Union were motivated by anti-Bond 

feelings, but only inasmuch as Bond domination of the Second 

Sprigg Ministry affected the welfare of the districts which 

·the association intended to embrace. On the other hand the 

Fron·tier Party movement was intended to provide Sprigg with a 

party which would,counteract the Bond influence in Parliament, 

though the aim ostensibly appeared to be the protection ofthe 

Border districts• welfare. 

It remained for ··the political movement in the follo-

·wing decade to achieve the formation of the Cape Progressive 

Party which transcended the insular objects·of the Political 

Union and Frontier Party by embodying in its party platform 

issues which affected the entj.re colony. It is interesting 

to note that the first attempts to form English political parties 

were made in the Eastern districts. This muet be attributed to 

the activi.ty of the Farmers• Associations in the East and the 

interest the farming community displayed in parliamentary 

legislation~ 

(121) ~ supra. 

(122) Vide Supra. 

·. 
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' . ' 

The political awakening which could be discerned in the 

movements of 1884, 1886 and 1888 brought to the :t'·ore some of 

· the :future leaders of the' Pr·ogr'essive Pa1;ty. Cecil Rhodes, 
' 

James .Rose Innes and Sprig~, who emerged as lead'ers of groups witt 

· . in the: Frogressi ve· Party in the • nineties, had be·e·n active in 

·the' formation· of either'the Empire League or Frontier Party,and 

, , they d.rew ·their · suppo·rters from all three the English political 

a·ssociations as. well as from the Far.mers ~ Associations. In 

this ·respect.,, therefore,· 'these early politic3l movements, which 

on· the surface ·appeared to have. been of no ·avail,· were indeed 

most useful•: '.rhey·prepared the·ground· for the development of 

an English political party·inthe· next decade. 



I 
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.· legti:,J.ation: lntroauced . at .the behest of the Bond par·ty .in 

Parlt~eht1 · .. ar~ ·to ·be ·:tound ·.dUring· the ·yea.rs·.l890-'92. tihen 

: the iirst ·nboae·s Mlni:str.Y 11as ·in or£iee. · out -of this· · 

·.;opposition the fir'.st pt.(,gre·ssive :Party·developed in 1893. 

. . . In orde:r'. to llllderstand .. the C'ircmnstances \Vhieb . 

prOdtic:ed a crystallisation ,of the tendenr;y which bad become 

apparent. in the· previous "decade, lt is necessary to re.fer 
' . . . ~ 

·briefly to ·the events tm!eh .had enabled Rhodes to undertake 

·the ·taSk of i·orJiilng a Cabinet .in. J'ttlY· 1890. 

On the 'lOth ·of' July, Spri;gg ruia. tendered hifl resigna-. 

. :tfon: to the Governor,, after his comprehensive Railway 

· ~che:me., ·estimate-a to cost·· £7 ,$oo.,ooo, had· been repeatedly 

~runed ao1m in ·eotnmittee.~ ·(lJ ·.Sauer, ·the Leader of the · 

Oppositi;on, was sent .for· but declined. to take o£fice as his 

tollOl-11ng -did .not r·e,pre.sent ,a majority of the House<2} and 
.. 

he ·"couiu· not ·count .on·· Hofmeyr •,s support11 • ·<3 l S~uer there-

,fore recommended that Rhodes be .entrusted ·~11th the f·or.mation 

· :of an. adndti1stration. (ltr) Rhode.s 1t1a.s thus -confronted with the 

problem:of t1~d1ng groups to support him before proceeding 

to .compose a -Cabinet. 

The uncompleted election returns in December 1888 had 
... 

:indt~ted tha-t the Bond secur~a · 29 .sea.ts, the Minister.1alists 

(l) WUli:ams., op. cit. -~P· lS3-ai... · 
:. : .~es.,. op. ~cit •. , p.so. . 

Hof.meyr., op .• c~t1., \p.J87. 

··(2) The .cepe 'Xime§1, 6 .. riecember.1~88. \cred~ted the ·Oppos1·t:1on 
· : . ·Yl1tll seeuring J..3 seats, the Minister.ia.lists 22 .and the 
.... Bond 29. V:ide dso Innes, op. cit • ., :P.Bo. 

' 

. (3) _williams, op.· ·cit .• , p • .1s;. 
' ' 

(4) Hotm~,yr, o;p. cit., p.387 •. 
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(1 41 ~. ,Sp;tggit·es) 22t the Oppo:d.tion 13, the· Independents .6 

· and ,the Rhodes· Pal'ty 2 .• (S) Assuming that little ehange in 

party lo.yaltie:s bad· oe<mr.rea ~Y -July 1890, \fe find Bb.ode.s 

therefore. dependent on Bond and Opposi t1·on support to .assure 

h1tn oi a majoritzr ·O~·er . the Sprlggtte.s. ·Since 1886 Rhodes 
. . . ' 

had been .suppoTtlng.Af'rikaner PartY motions.,. such· as the 

Hofnteyr· education motion, t.he Excise .Act Amendment· Bill and 
. . . . . . ' . 

. Pa:rl:t·amentsry Reglstra.t:ton · Bill <6) but he .bad no .guarantee 

·tn Jh!y 1890 that Hotmeyr and ·the. Bond 1-10uld support a 
. . . 

~Government of_ h1s making. Once .. Hof.meyr had agreed to 

SUpport Rhod~:s, .Minlstrv'f7) attd .;a rQaucus .meeting of Bond · 

Membezts;of Parlt~nt had tm.an1mousl.y .agreed to give Rhodes 
. . 

"'fair.pla.y* .in the admln1.stration of the country and its 
. ~) . . . . .· . 

inte~ests" • ·' · ·. tbr'ee members et the Oppositi.cn .,. Innes,,. 

· Merritnan .and .Sauer • ·wel,';e inv!:ted to accept portfolios and 
: . . . . - . 

COlJ1pl1~d.,(.9) The '"Cabinet of all the· i'alents•1 ~qas 'thus. 

· co~stituted,_. and .tt was ·bee·ause sue~ Bills as ·the .Str,op 

Bllli, the Franchise B:t.ll ana Scab Act Amendment Bill werce. 
' ,_ . 'l • ' ' • 

intro-duced ~y the Government to placate the Bond party, that . ' . . . . 
a \vldespread_ dlssatlsra.ct:lon er,ose and tJl,e. Progressive Party 

' ' . ' ~ . 

was tor.mea :1n 1893· 



·· . tr'w:o:itlg the; 1890 sessi:on ,P .• J.. dU. Toit mavetl the :f.ntr.o­

duc'tlon of ·the Masters ·.and servant~ Act Amendment Bill, 

· · seekitlg to· ~prcvtde 1'tnat ·'corporal" putd:sbment and fimH~ be 

,Subst.1tUted fo.r· puriishtnent·s £bed by ·tor:me:r· i:ctsti.~(_lO) ·:chis 

11111 ··vias negatfvea.· 'by' .3S ·vo~s 'to ·-23·{U} ·:but ~a- t.he · un.: 
•. . 

qnalifted snpport. or Rtiodes,·Faure· ana Sivewriglit •. '•fht.s· 
nst:f:op Bill'' was· regarded by S, •. etonwright·.Sebreiner · as the 

£1-.;..st' tndt·cation of ·the :'~etr-Qgr.essi~e trend in :legislatt;on; 

wb1eh was to become so enaracte~istte. of the Rhodes; 

Mimstries~ ( .. 12 l · 
· . ,!fbere .· seemed ·every , .likelillood ··that .the '8111 l'foul.d be 

' re•intr.oduced (luring .the .f'oUoidng se·ss1on_, .. fer· the Bond 

Co:ngre.ss :at ,Ktmberle,y ·in .Apr:il 1891-had oemandecl that la.shes 

be .sub.stltn:ted: ;tor .. tmpr1sonment 0 in all cases of contr . .a• . 

vent:lon ·of the Jiasters ;a,nd ,servants iets .• '' (.l]) So we find 
' ' '•-- ' '- . . . - - c.-. ' . - -

Merriman tmitirig that Sauer ~nd Innes "rould '"g()0 .if Rhodes 

W~s . determined . nto. cartPY . the flogging :8111°'. ·(lq. J But the 

second ·reaatng 'Ot the Bill 'WaS dl:sebar·ged ·on the motion ·of 

3,. ·du' 'Toit .during. the .1891 sess1onC15) and for a vthile Innes 

. ana .Sauer eould. ,shelve the.ir :intention .of. res1gni:ng :trom 

Rno<ie s • -Cabinet. 
• 

fihat the Bond had ventured to re-introduce ·the nstrop . . . . ' " ' ~ . ' - .. . . 

Bill" during the 1891 session., ·must be attr:ibntecl to the f,act 

that Rhod·es had c·ompletely 1dent1fied h1Jnse.lft with the .Bond - . . . . ' ~ ' ' . . ~ . 

palicy~ _,at tne ltli.mberl$3' -Congre~s. by statin.g, '":. ••• lt look 

·upon the Afrikal;.der Bond as. a party 1 e-an wo:r'k ¢Ol'dial'ly 

w-ith. •. Y~ 'ld~as are ·the .. same. as mi~e, 11 (l6J~ ~he·. s~nt!-nts· 
• ~ " . ~ \ * " 

thus ex;p-ressed }lad ~1f:inally .'a.emented'1 the :aJ.lS;ane.e between . 
. ' 

Rnode:s. and.· the .Afrikaner Pa:r·ty. (1.7) 

·' . 



. l't 'iS ·probable that. after Rhodes had given his, 
•• ' • ' c " .. • 

:. Bconq fdtzj.s a~. ;K!mberley9 tlle need ·was .felt. £or ·the e:stabl.ish-
, ~ ,· . ' .) . ' . - . . .. ·-' .. . . . ;. . - . ' -

' . 

.. ·ment ,pf a par3.iamentary .~ty. ·we find Fulle~ r.~lat-ing t1lat 
' . ' . ' ' ' . ' . ' ' ' .· ' ' '' ' ' . . ' . ' . ', ' ., (l.S) 
. he .. t4as . chairman or the '"Pr.ogressive. party in .Parll.a.mentn • 

• - I , , ' • • ' ' ' ' ' ' • ,. • ~ ' • 

·.As· to ·the .. fiate.and p~pose ot· its £o~mat1·on. ''\1e a;J,'"e to'ld 
I ' ' ' " ' f ' , ' ' ~ ~ ' • ' ' ' ' , •' 

· .. that the :P~ty.,, ·ttnumbet"ing a.b?ut tt~e~ty-e'ight,,! ~as .. form$d 

soon :at't;er: .~~- :Rh()~es~ . .a-ee.essio~ to ppwer, .t·o ~1atph legis• 
. . ·.· . .-:--. .. . -

: ;J;;at.i:<>Tl ;tn, th~ inter~:t,;t.s .of p,rogr:essive: polititr~~;: t.o .g.i'Ve 
' . . . . . 

Mr. Rhode~ .ta.J.r..,pla:Vt and, ~there pOssible;, support:o-n ·the 

one .. s;lde t· on· the oth~· .. ' to see that the ascendancy ,()f the 

.. ]3ond·. pa't':ty and:· their .association t'lith t1r: .•.. Rl1odes ··ald. :not 

. attec·t -:bij\,'\1''$ousl.y :the pro.gress of, tbe country· .ana .!lt.s 

:~perlal" interestsn.(l,,). :·Here then· VJe. find ·a par11ament,ary 

· party. establishetl ."wh1eh1 .. in .its intention· to .sate:gu~ 

.·. ~mper1al interests.~, was ~emin"iscent of the . El'Dtpire League:. 

" ana, while, -suppor~-~ .·Rhoae,s t-1a.s nevertheless .deterlilitied 

: · ~o gn~d against. :Bond··-doniktation of the Ca.pe _.PJ"1me 

1~1.ste~. Fttrthermor~; the 't.'latel'n<tol'.d :of ·the Cotrllldttee 

'Wonld. be ·'*progr~~~si:ve· iegi-slation11 .J,. not me:rely a:s ,it 

· -af"fected · tb:e, Ea.st or ~lest~; hut f.n :relation to the entire· 

·ColO'ey .•. 

· · · ~Xn ··this; :r-e,speat·, · ther.ef:Ql"e ,_ the ~.ogressive -Committee's 

;a!lii :mar.kea a. deeiued advance ,on: ·those· of· eitne:r. the · 

-Political ·union or 'Frontier· Party• · 
· · · ·: · ·The closer allianes: between -Rhodes ,and ·tne Atr.ikaner 

Bond :found express:ton. dtW'ing the 1891 ·session when .f:irst the . . ' . . 

'Seab La.1i1 A·mendment . Bill ·was· introdueea and then the' que.stion 
. ' . 

(fa) 'Fuller~ OPt~ eit~;. pp.•1.6lt~165 •. Ful.·· '.le. r use.s this term· . 
· ·. interchangeably td.th ·"Progressive Committee" ana in 

·• . : -order . to d:1:st3.nguis]l· bett-teen Fu.ll·er• s group and the 
groups. whieh emerged . J .. ater, the. tvr.1ter bas u~ea 
"Pr.ogress1ve :COml'!litteen t;z!Wn 1"Erferr:tng to· this f:irst 

· :Progressi:ve gro1.1p.. · 
- . . ) 

(19) Futler; .'Olh· :e·lt,.~:· .p .• :t6;.· : 

i 
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or tran<:W.-~e reform. tila:s -raised.. In the .P;revious ·session . 

lUtodes bad 'Voted in fa.Votn' of .a General Scab ~ct vtbieh had 

-been defeated by :3l1- vo-tes· to :20.,(20:) and prc>;bab~y eneolU'aged 
,· ' . . ' . " . . . . 

. . 

· ~Y ·the Prime ·Minister• s stand in .1890-; Orpen :in l891 move~ 
. ' -~ . . ' ' ~:. ' . . ; ' . . .. ' . ' . . . . 

the :second reading 10f Q ·aul ·to. liUQend -ana eonsol·idate _the 

Scab Acts. (2ll -- fhe ·stu. \1as -:int~nded- to .int~o4uc~ .an. 
·,' ·-. . - . ,· . . . . .· - -. 

effl6l~nt .~ea®.re tbr®ghout the Col<?J1Y.·;~ but pr,oved ·tp· b_e 
. ' . ' - . . . ' . . . 

:inacceptable ·to the .Bond members. Dur1ns· :t!h:e debate, 
·•• • • 1 ' • • • • • • • • -· 

Immetman ~~ate_a that· a resolution had _.been' ;adopted by the 
... , ... ·.' 

Bond Congress that no gener:al Seab Law was· desired and that 

the prese~t -Blll aimed ~t 1nt~oaucing a g:eneral :law_. (22 ) It 
! ' ' ! •' '• ' ' , ' I 

t<tes thus obvious that the Bond .members were eomm1 tted to . . . \ . ' 

. -
- -

QUe~nstoirln F.armer·S'·• Congre.ss .wanted ''-a :general se-a}? Aet and 

notnlng les$11 (
23)· a d~td. wld~cll ,pr·obabl,f left .. th~ member.s 

:f.oi" the Eastern ·tconst1tnene1~es 1d.th no alternative but to· 
' .·' - ,. ' . . ' ' / . -.. . ' 

re,jeet .ani' measure 1-1~eh fel.l .. soo'ft. or being ge~eral in .its 

applicatton_. . 13Ut . the Bond policy tr:l~phed, .tor (Jrpen1 s 

.Bill 'tms: ·withdrawn ana the Scab La\il Amend~nt .Bill,_~ as 
. . 

·eventpally passea1. made, the· application .o~ the- measure 

plll."el.y permissi·ve. (.24l. 

»ur:ttng this session the question of the franel'd-s~ l-Ias .. 
debated. IiOftlleyr. had !llOVSO ~:i~ha,t t'he attention 'Of the 

~ove:rnment be . dit-ectea .. to -~he ~:es.t.ion -o.f the ;amendment ·of 

the Parl1amentSil"Y Franchise- in o~~cfet' to secure due \1e·ight. 

in the .futur-e for the material and ednca:ti-onal interests of 

the country,,, with a view. to ··legislation dnring the next 

sas:siori of. P~liamentn.-(25') 'rhe 1ntrotiuctien cf th1s 

~tton was the 1Jtltcoru.e . o£ .·negotiat!ions betw~en the :Bond 

Pat:ty· and the Cabine-t earlY. #1 the session. Bond members 



. 
'• 

-· . ·'• 

.a~atrr l!P. a re,solut~on !tilth .a ·V;!elV to :re.torming the· existing· 
. ' 

.fi'a!l.ehlse-,: becau:se ·,tj'f the e.normous increase· tn the number 

'Of ,native vot~ps,_:(a6 ) .. 'fh!s .Bond resol.?ut,ion was· subnrl.tted . 

t~ ·the· Cab.tnet and Rhodes, Sauer; M$rr.imanif' :$1ve~r:1ght. and 
.- .. '• . ' . ' . 
. ~ . ' ' . . .. . . . 

:F.aure had: ·:~g»_eea' in JUly• .189~• to a :modifi-ed vers:ton of 
·''. ~' 

tl1e .r.~so~ution being :introduced, and in the -event of its 
•• ,· • • '• • • • > • 

. \ 

~ain8 car~i~d,. the ·Government t4ould be bound '0 to introauce 

~ m~~sv.re of franchise ;amenr;itnet?-t "next session •. n (27) " Inne.s 

relat-es t~t on his· ret~n from En,gland .he fo~d _·"tha:t ·the 

:matter ruid been d1.seussed in Cabl:net, and that . tha Prime 
. ' 

Minister ·~tas r~·solvetl to make some ch:ange;.11 (.~8) _.· 

:tn ·the qebate \iihi·eh .followed on the :submission of 

.HOfmey:rt·s resolution., :Saue~ :stated that he woula never· 
. . 

SlJ:pport a· 'franchise n:tiJhich d:r~w a distinet1on_as to a man•;s 

colour,. he ,.,oula not take away 'from a man that ~1lrl.ch, he 
. (29) . . . . . .. . 

already possessed11 ,: · ·. ·. ·. ·. uhiJ.e Merriman refused to suppo~t 

-op1n1on that he held ude.fJ.nite views upon whether the 

'franchise should be altered or· not" :and that he would 

Saue.r • s .amendment tha:t 

the questi·on,. t>thether . .any legislation t1.as required or not.,. 

should be ·considered1, was therefore agree-a to by 45 votes to 

22. "£he ·opponen~s of the amendment were: Sprigg• Upington, 

~rab~t, · Dou.glass.7. Frost, Fuller t ~Gr:itfl tb" Hocklr,,. Jones,1: 

Iatng., J.iacka.Y~: Norton,. ·tlt:Reilly,. Grpe.n~. J>,almer1:. Pearson, 
. . - ' ' ·-.• . ', 

B.obertson:t· ~che!t'tnb~ueke:r, ~amp11n, Vintce~tt~ .. Warren ·and 

Wiener ""'.chieflY'. Eastern PX'·ovince ~epresentat1ves •. <3~} 



•· 

. . " 

· · ~he tranch1se que-stion .apparentlY caused Innes mneh 
' ~ . . . . . ' ' . . ' . 

heart~searehing tor· we · f.ind him writing to Me~riman. :1n _ 

J'ari11Ari., 1892, that he thought the best thi~· .for him to do 
. ' .. . . 

would . b~ to re:f\lse to l1ave ·anything to ·dO with _any· ·change 
' . . 

that would. be proposed.,. <33} · ue .must have oee~ strengthened 

·tn thi.S determination by·· tb.e replie.s .he rece.ived fl'Otn 

friends on ·the Frontier to whOm he hac written for guidance., 
. . . 

for with one ·exeept:ion they had. all a.dvised bitn · "'to . accept 

.no comptord:sen. (3lt) . .It. itv~as .even rumoured in ·the pres·s that 

.Innes .in:tendetf retiring from. off.:Lce.~(JSl 

.Innes1• :however,, was ·tQrn bet-v1een .a desire to listen to 

the d1ctates of his conscience :and friends and the 

determination not, to plac-e tlie Merrimru'l~Sau.er.-..Innes ttting 

!ft. the· Cabinet at a disadvantage. ·tt.After thinkmg the 

whOle matter overu:t· he wrote, u.I 'ha"ooe ,Come to ·the conclusion 
/ . . 

that,. ::tf ·:Rhodes w1l:l give me· leave to state .in the House -
. ' 

what .1:S really. the , fact ·• that 1. aecep·t the bill simply as 

a ·compro--mise; and be-cause if ·:I. had refused to ..accept any 

ehan,ge, a more drastic measure ·w(oul)d ·nave been introduced., 

then 1 may see ·reyo way ·to <!onsent 't·o a gera'tfa r.~1s1ng o:t the 

-~Franchise; but tt ·must be ver;r .mOderate, the rights or all 

·eXisting ·voters must be saf.egua.raea, and. it must be 

:a.eeonipanied 'Qy a Ballot ••.• tt(36:) iiot only Innes 111a·s 

. prepa:r:ed t.o .compromise e>n the quest:t.Q.n· .of t'he franchise f.or ·. 

Sauer el!'.P-ressed the vtew that he d.i-d not like r(meadling 1\vith 

the Franehise'' tmt tt:as: prepared ·11 to do sometlling,.'J(31.) 

An uriecmprising attitude_ with .regard to franchise 

:iefor.~ .had been adopted during the recess ~y- certain· 
' ' ' . . . ' t 

<_·33) ;r.nos~ ~Itme.~s to. ~r •. x.); __ ~arri:m. an, 2'l __ lanuar_ •Y;. 1892. ~(M.,P.) 
(3Jf} .r.I1.Sauex· .to J;.X.J..1er:riman, 21 January:, 1"92. (M.P.) . 
(35) Julia Merriman to J.X.Merr1man1. 12 January,l892. (M.P.) 
(?fo.} J.ROse ·Innes to J:~X.MerrJ:man1 .. 3 'February1 18921. (M.·P .• ) 
(37) .J.w .• sauer to J.X-.l~t·l'iman, 27 .January,. lts92• · (M .• P .. } 

I' 



S1llm"~ri.s1ng the . v~ewpaint eJt;pre.ssed by ecertai:n of· its: · 

-eontempo~:ai'ies and condemning . the indif:te.ren¢$ ~emon$trated 

tn the :te~ote East: a:s "';the most disheartentng. cbaraqter1stio 

of. the ~ -don~n ,ma:nd. n (3~) 'The Ei!ll; Jjgn<lon !!i§pa~gb. :had 
' . 

adop.t<:jd a uealmly phUO·SC\phical n at:ti tude to the . .franchise. 

que.stio:n,. "Vrhile. t'he Gra~amsto1rm newspaper~• · t~~ .l\a£t£.az:1qn 
.· ~ ' ' ~ ' . 

,klits.bmim, bad.· S~..tgge.sted a mgdp.a.·viWD<l1 ~nd had discussed 
. . . ' . . 

t~ P:toposals uabst~act1yu. In contrast; tno~gh.,7 the 
' ' 

&lietem .b:P~· Jjerpld "Was asking its .readers whether. 11a 
.-- - - .- ··.·- . . ,, ' . . ' ' . 

. 
'1'\fas to be adoptea .and ;l.1l .:tts mor~e ungu~ded moments was 

ta1~g ·it civil war'".. And . elsev:here the opinion raniea ~'from 
., 

011e· extreme to anothe: v1ith perhaps an average o-r· .mean on 

the side of the .inditfeit'ence ·'" (39 )i 
. 

Co.nfronted ~Y this predominantly a;pathet.ic ~ray of· 
' ' 

pnbl.!o opifi1on:, the Q\.PJ! ling§ concluded that ·nwe. have bUt 
' . ' . . . ~. 

one ,duty.,_ namely to. ~assert ·.a right principle of policy .and 
-

· llY that to. stand ior i'all._; •• ,.,., ·nnJ..ess at 1arge the 
. . 

corrstitue.neies. ta.ite· the meaSUJ'.'e of tlte ,proposed tamper.ing 
-· . 

with the tranehis~l, and resolve upon a: cour.se wit'h :t'":ef,e~ence 
' . 

t:o it;; we may as tllell rec·oneile ·wrselves to a pol:itieal 
' . ' . 

ftl:ture dominated llY ·the one 'lnte;r;>est whi¢h has an orga;ni;sed 

expr-essio.n and potrJe.r., . .and· ·who.se repre.sentatiVe<s are 

suff!eientj.y f.ar.seetng . ar.td .resolute of purpose to shape· .a 

cour.se tor themse1vel3t .and to 111o:t:k together towards .a. 

deflnite end .·o (lro) 

:But the .indiff.erence 1
'
11n the remoter Eastrt was short­

lived :tor at a Bond meeting in Burgher.Sd6rp Ho:f"meyr·had out­

Liiled his tr.anchi.se propo~als1 as .a result or Which the Capt 

'· 



-·. lfo.6""" ,..._ . !f' .., 

,i;irxrej <:ottld report• that Ea-st London lw.d £allen into- .11ne 

11ehind l":ort Eli~itleth and-_ the "protection of' ·t-he :t.ranchisett 

~e.emed- to 'be ;"the :p:ro:per• object of a :PUblic· ags.tation~• .• (l+l) _· 

A ieouple oi' (lays later .an appeal· was: made- nto -o-r.g.anise a 
'· ' . . 

mov~ment. fOl' the .sound._ control ot const.1tutional ttei"-or:mu.,.. 

~he :·pr.oposa.l.·to _reform the ·parl.iamen~ary troochise wa-s_ 

:rega:t."de.a_ -as: :an at.tempt b,y the Bond· to assimilate :the Native 

P:Oli¢y ot the _ Ct\pG ;~ColOny· :vtith that -Of the neiglibouring 

republic~:(~2 ) and _tl1e .&~&tern -Er•gyinc-2 l!Sli19.· .summed 11p··the 

·1s.sues. at stake by stati~1g -n:rhe whole po:Li-cy sought to be 

carried out is :f'irst the disfranchise-ment of the native, 

seeolid the · .fiogging or· .-hi~t ~bird the campeUing him t·o 
. {4?\ 

ii"•Y.;..,;o.'l;,. . - :,fl' · .: -,..} ~-
WV.L;.t\.;J· ·• • ,.-.,._ - ' 

Oppos~~tion to ·the Fr·anchise Bill,. v1hicll in~roducecl the: 

. use of the Ballot t :a simple edueat1ona1.. test and increased 

tl'lS · ,occupation ·quallf.i.~ation from £2$ ;to £75, J.eavi.-n_g the · 
. f -

"'t.Zage q"ualil"ica.tion 10f -.£50 u.nal tered,_ and tim :righ"Gs of 

vote:rSEJ.ready on the .roll · protected, l{as :not contined to 

the press.. Wl'dle ·the BU1 was being d,eba:ted in the Bouse 

:illl892 1 a Farm~r$1 Congress -was sitting at Cradock and 

Sitrel17right ana Frost r<:lfe:rred to the fir!al. re.solution -rthich 

this body adopted.. Tb!s :resoluti-on stated that ncongress :is 

of- ·the opinion •tr..at. :lt .is :not at present neee.ssary to .alter. 

the .franchise .... -~ •• ..;. but it acy ·al.teration is; maile, . then 

the qualif.i.ca:tion. shoUld· be ·ra:isa-d, with -~ educational 

test.t.t-{41+). ·It may be concluded;. therefor.a, that the 
. . 

propo.sal embodied .in the Bill to raise tt,.e occupation. 

qr...alification fl"om :£25 to :£'75 would not t'ind .favo'tlr with 

the mem~1·s or ·t'he Farmers'' Associations,. though the intro• 

·du.ctJ..on -o.f an educational test might ha.,Je coat-ed the pill. .. 



• 
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When the Franchise Bill l-Ias laid before the House, a 

gr.oup of' Eastern Province members in the Opposition .ranks 

consistently opposed it. The second reading was carried by 

4? votes to 20, (4-5) but by the time the third reading tia.s 

taken, the :number in opposition to the Bill had dwindled to 

~3. (4-6) .Fuller relates that before the Franchise and Ballot 

Bill t·tas considered in committee, .Hofmeyr approached .him 

n as chairman of the Progress! ve Committee" , and stated that 

t-1h1le .some of the Bond .members vrere not in favour of the 

Ballot, Hof'meyr supposed that some of the Progressi:~e 

Committee members did not like raising the fr.anchise • 

. Hofmeyr therefore undertook to get the Bond party to agree 

to the Ballot be.ing introduced if the Progressive .Committee 

viould support the raising of the franchise. Ful.ler there­

upon called a meeting of the Progressives, tvho nagreed to 

the proposal tvith one dissentient.n (lt?) Thus it happened 

that in the division on the third reading of the Franchise 

and Ballot Bill, only 13 members st .. o(1 out af.a.inst it. 

These were Sprigg, Frost, Hutton, Jones,. I~orton, O'Reilly, ,..., 

Palmer, Pearson,, Schcrmbrucker, Tamplin, Wood., DouglfSS and 
v {)+8) 

Hocldy, · Hho, 1dth the exception of O'Reilly, t1e:re all 

members of Eastern const1tuencie.s. And so the Bond policy 

had prevailed; indeed there could have been no doubt as to 

the final outcome of the issue :1n the House once the second 

reading had been carried \•Jith a majority of 25 votes and the 

tv1o major poli ti:cal groups in the House - the Bond party and 
. ' 

the Progressive Committee - had agreed to .support the 

measure before the committee stage was taken. 

(45) Ibid., p.186. Brabant, Douglass, Frost, Fuller, Ha:y, 
Hockly, Hutton., Jones, Mackay,. Iiorton., O'Re1~ly, Orpen, 
Palmer., Pearson, Robertson, Schermbrucker, 'Tamplin, 
Trower t V1ntcent, Warren and Wiener opposed the 2nd 
reading. 

(46.) Cape Hansard , 1892, p. 302. YJ.dg supra tor nNoes" • 
(4:7) Fuller, op. cit •. , p.lBO. 
(48) .~ Rcmsar..£, 1892, p .• 302. 



' 
- - . . . . - . . . - . . 

in reviewing the ·retrogre.ss1 v.e Ieglstat1on 'lllbieh .bad 

been enacted during the .reaJ1's preceding 1895~ :s. Croni11'ight:~ 
. ' ' . -

S~bre1ner· gives :prl.de o:t place to the .illtrodu~tion ~t tne 
Frane.hise Ac-t:;,· which.~ :tnste.ad ot broadening the eie~torai 
basis, ~rowed ,lt;, and ·then .refers ·to the «st-rop Bill''·• (l+9) · 

~he latter was not .regarded as. seriously as the· 'f'ranchi.·se 

Aet ~when 1S:ebre.ine.r· cataloguea the l'etrogr"Sde .measures · 

· ~lntroaueea in the period 1890 ·• 189$ and pre:swnably because 

.it bad· never been placed on the Statute -Book.-

.!rdwartls ·the end ot the sess.ion ot .1892). eertain member,s 

of the l'l!gialatS:ve Assembly ;felt moveo to r.o!'m a poHt1cal 

,partr • ·the Progressive :Party ··.an event vU11ch ·the press 

onlY became :aue.re of ·v1hen Arthur .Douglass, tne senior· member 

:for Grahamsto1:1n, 3Naportea this to b1s eonst1tuents -at the ·· 

. beg1nritng of ,septembel"'• (;'o) fhe Caw Time·s,, ·unclerstaniiably, 

telii sl.1ghted at not having been informed of the birth ~or 

the Party, and rather pettily expre.ssed the· View that .Bona 

slumbers trJQttld not be disturbed 1Qy the event. (51) fhe 

taenti\Y or numbei' of th~' Progre'sslve P~ty members ·was' .at 

that stage unknot•m:·;, but .in referring to;Douglas.s,. t<1ho tfaS 

4ire~tfng the ta.Ovement, the ,Cape fimes contemptliottsly 

sta.ted·fl····• bul.ly Bottom is aot ·the man to be ·taken 

ser·iousJ.r as· a polltician ... still .less as the ·spokesman of 

a polttl,c·al ,partyn •. The Cape T·Ol'1n net>Ts;paper had gleaned 

·certain information connected with the inauguration .ot the 
. ' 

movement; fer it eaula report that n·a. solemn assembly had 

been convened on the steps: ,of. Parl.iame.nt and a photographer 

sent for, pre.~bly to record tne event. 'fhe 'll1hereabouts 

~of ·the artist 1 ·s handit~tork ··1i1ere unkn.ol'nt at that stage. 
' .• ... 'l 

(~) s, •. c.c~orrwrlght Sehl"~dllerl ·C!P• ·cit .• , p.ll. . . 
ScJ;me.iner . on .20 August. 1a95, read a p.aper . in .Eimberl.'ef 

· entitl.ed "The Pol1 t.ieal Siltuation~ .ana this 1-1as 
· . published in 1896 •. _~ _ .. ' · · · ··· · 

(50) f(§Pe T.tmea' 7 Septe·mber:1. 1892. .--
()ll 'Ibid .•. · .: . · 



. . 

As to: the:·reasons ·pro.mpting these members .to.··maugurate 

the. political :movement~ it app~ared that th~ -~Goverrunent: had -
.· ' . . . '. . : . . . . . . . 

:f:aiied: to pass. a._ .Bill dur1ng :the· last days. of :the ._,ses.sion to 

deal.' :~~dth ,a; -.locus~- i.nvasion:(52~-and ·this bad .ingered Douglass 

ancl--.h:ts supporter.s9 the -Cap-El ,Times· reported~·. !L'o ali ·. ·· . 

:tn:tents and purposest therefcre,,.the··;pr.ogresst.ve Party-had 

been hateMa: ·oat -uo.r ·locust· eggsn: ~illi·ch ·became ~_politically 

fertile 1n the -wan.ing: or the session11 ; •. :~,53)- :. : .. 
\ .'. 

• A f-ortnight- later tlte~ -'photograph. was 1ooated in the 

Publlc-Librarsr- -:at -GrahamstQwn and. was reported .-to reveal the 

}.fact that.· Mes·srs. Bobertson,. Pear:sont Douglass .. ; Innes, Jones, 

Rockly; Palme:r", Norton, de ·Smidt1".Wooa., .:'Tamplln,. B:r~bant, 

Mar.a:ts,--Frost·._: _Jfa.ckay,, Warren and Griffiths· eonst:ttutecl the· 

·me!tl-'ber.s of ·the .frogr.es·sive Pnrty~ (5lt-,) 

.. : ~he decl~d object: to this party ·was . to. resist the 

'tn:anny' of the .Afrikaner· . Bond :in particular., nand 1n ,general 

to pr~-mote ·B policy -·Of_ pr.ogr;ess, (55) but. tile. §ape ·Tlme,s 'Was 

stlll·not 'l'econ-e11ed to-Dougl-ass :being the leader or the 

;party' ana ,spitefullY commented ·tnat- *'Even .as one· .of the. 

rank and f.ile or a; party .. he is idangerous to hi;s tr·iends ;. 

as the. guid.1:ng Sp1r:1t of a party ,hEl 'VJOuld be !a :;p1ed.ge of 

cbron'ic defeatn. {$6 l 

· :· That a . grOU:p ·in. Parli~ent ·shoUld have .tel.:t obliged 

:to form a Progressive :Party at a :time when the Progres.si ve 

Comld.ttee :was active ·:in parliamentary· eircles ·ts· signifi·•· 

cant. <To :statet as· the Cape_ Xlme!£? face.tious1y did; that 

the Party bad. come :into being because of the Government t ,S · 

.failure. t-o deal \11th tl 1ocust invasion, served . to S.:nd1cate 

that that newspaper Mas · unat-uu.•e of the oppof$1t1on tnat 
., .. . . ~ . ,.. .. . . . . 

parl1~~tary leg1slat1~ .. ·~a r'?u~e<l. d~in~ 1~91 ·~ 92ir 
' 

.. 
~ -- - . . -



.I 
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both ·i-n the. eountry and· 1n P~rliament1, and \>Jhat: .is more •· 

.r~lea·'to:: reaii.se the signttieance of the arent ,8 a. 
' • : I' ~ • \ ·., .. ' ' : , t. ', > ." •- , •. ~ •' ~ , , , ' • 'I ,.'', . 1 ' : • • , . • ' • : t ~ • • • • _ , • , I • ·' - . • :'. ': , 

. >. · !l:he Farmer's eongtess at. ·Cradock had ·taken a definite· 

'stand 'tdtb. reg,ard t·o . thfa franchise q\iestio~_.: and'. wbile 

si~t~rl~ht. cou.id ·~~~c~ in. the .HOU$e· that the ~rgardsa~ 
:' '• ,•. ~·_:: ; ".' <' ·, ''_' • :, ,· ~ ' :. • • • • • ''- .• ' , • •' • ' '. - , _'': ' •' - ' •: o' •: • -·, --~ ' ':' • _',, ' ' • A 

tton ·:Md been prepared to a.coept an educational test, 

~hOuld:.an a1tetation'be> .deemed nec~ssary,:<~·t~:!'rost was ·, 
ab.i~ to 'tell members ·t;fu:tt ',t-1hen' ·th~ .ttnal'vote ~~as ttm~n 'at 

Crad.oek lh favotir· of ·rliising the :tranehise1 . 26 votes· t-1ere 

~~ast: a.gatnst-' the pr6po:s8J.. ·and 6 .111· tavonr of ti. <58> 
· :.·.· ::~::.fuit~rmo-re· so~e~ of.:·tb.e' .aeJ.egat~s to the Cradoek 
. ' ' ·-~ ·_, •, _· ~ . . . . . . ' .. ' . ,. . .. ; . • .·.·.' .. ' ' '\ . ~ l 

Congress 'appear to· ha:ve had "ainple ·opportnn1ty for voicing 
' ' • J • • • • '. • • " • ' • • ' t '· ' . ~ . • • 

. the.1r~· dissatistaetion with the Mini:stry in 'Office t . 

pr~sfimably b~:rciause lUwdes. ltad com,Pietely ldentiried · 

him~elf with' the: ·t:ttms. of• the . Bond .in.· 1891. and. 1892 ~ In 
' . 

· 1893 B~abant ;revealed this.·. durl~ · ~the· course· ,of the debate 

on: ·otRe1i1y:t;a mot~on. concerning the. dual. pos1 tion ot 

Rhodes,.~, Brabant .coulti also ·claim. that because or tMs· · 

at:Ssatistaction he mid Frost. determined to d.o ttthat ·they 

could dtowutls ~· :Creation .of .ail independent party ·-· to. 

pur1t'j'·pol:1Hcs·~· ~ •• •l'($9). ·the gr.ouna was thU:s prepared 

.at Cradoek and the ·aove.rnment~t's·failure to deal. tdth the 

locust invasion ~late :f:n · the ses.si-on had ·merely strengthened 

Easter.n Province .members :of ·Pa:rli.aJ1lent ln their determina­

tion to agt·tate tor·'the 'formation or a political par·ty. 

~he fact' that: it ~:was necessary . to ·linaugurS:'te; a> ·ne\'1 . -

pollticd- 'mOvement .and ·'bJ•pass 'thee. existing Progr,esslve 

Co1nmittee t.zhl:·ch ·could ··have ·become th.a' ,~pear·heaa· of an anti­

Bond party .in. ·p~:liament .must be attributed to th~ eommittee 's 

tallur~e nto! ·watch ·legislation in the interests of Progressive . 
' > 

politics" ·during the · ~essions .ot 1891 and. _1892 • ·The. like­

. .lihood of .such a: pro~hod,es- ,Committee. pr.oviding effective 

opposition.· to .retr:ogressive" Bond legislation which Rhodes 
. . . . . 

. . . ~ _\, 



·t:tas · p'rapa.ted to .support tn iorde:r . ·to . red;ain .Bond suppQrt,,. was· 

re:mote and forced· the d:iseontentea members ·to··. take the ... - . . .. - - ' - - . . . . . - ..... ' ' ...... 

initiative .. in inaugurating a·:ne't'f··politi<!al ·movement. 

·: .A -nee~_ ;was- felt ~Q7r a·. poll tical·. party. til opp.ose the 
. ' . . . 

l:lond:·:and. tlle· .de.l.egates to tne F:;uamei"s' Congress w~re. the 

.ntst.t·o .e~r-~s.'s it •... ,;rbis.~as _to be -~i!:1xpeo~E)4 :in.~ ,epl·ony 

t'rh~e. ·tbe on].y politicall.y' eonSQ'i()US: ISE:!<?t'ion of; .the· popula• 

tlon <lntstde· :the _:Bond 'were. active . ·tn the .atfairs of their . 
' ' .' , • • , ., •• • ,- ' • : • j ' ' ,• • , • - I ·, • ' , • , •' ' ·- -. ' ' ~ , ' ' 

'f.armers'' -As~oc1a:ttons •. ·:lt is ,obvious that these. :tar.mers 
,l . . - • . .. ' • - -. . • • •. . • . ·-. • • j •• - • ' ' , • - - • • • ~ '. ~: • ' ' • • •• • • , 

w~r~ .~ct' pr.onipted _:by sq~e].y ·:ego1·stic .consld~rat_~ons for 

their. d1s.sat1sfa~t1cn ···t>1~th .. Government _po;ttqy w~s. ·not. eon­

f:iine_d tl> a. dremand_:.f~·.progress1ve ;agrie~tnl'~ :leg.tslation, 

e~g:i.: ;a, rGe:neral .Scab .Aet~,: . but. ine~uded .. an :exp~iel;t: J>efutatlon 
, . , 

·~f- the Go~e~nment:!t s intent.ion to . raise !the fra.ncb.ise.. .And 

.it ~1as. probably for thi.s reason t.hat Innes : 3oine.d ·t.he new 

poltti<ml. rmo~ement •. 

'The· ~ogressi-ve . .Party. had as: its ob,jeets t~e .Promoti.on 

·ot: prngress1tre J;;eg.islation and resistance to .th~_Bond;;(;.60) 
bu·t.trom the .. cutset it was .tP become _a.pp~en~ tlm,.t wlli~e the 

:menib~rs <:>f the movement might·. have·. bee.n un1te_6 _ln. their. 

·des.ire to ·foste;r suc;h princ1p1es, they nev~JJt.he~e.ss. 'Were 
~ . ~ . . - . . 

unable to . s:blk their pe~sonal antipat-hies .. or preve~:t the 

deve~opment pf two 1dngs wi·thl~. ·the party,. . . 'T~s JJe~ome s 

clear from.~ examination .of . cor-r·e~pnn.~ence . b~:~v1een, ;tn.n~s 

.and- Brabant,. 
: • 1 ~ 

.Brabant whether he ,lilould . support a. .be~ter candidate against 
• • ' ,' ' - '· • "'\ • ' • c 

Douglass:t hoi:l :fSr.c.bant .claimed to have .he:lpe!d -.~es'l candidates, 

l>1~t f>rogre.ss1ve ·eandi~atE!,S had_ been. ,seleet.ed -~~.being .l,nnes• 
.. 

f~.tend.s and what Braban;t:•.s posit~on 'ivas 1n _regard to t:h.e 

Gover~ent. (6l) nr·abant*s reply to th1s .1ette~~(~2) :is. 
'tbo> Iide ~i'i;a;. . ...\"-· · · · · · ·: *- g .. r ~ ·•· ~ ··. · · · " 

(61) This can be deduced from Brabant·•s I:'·eply to· 'the J.etter 
. . on 7 Januu,y 1892 .• (R.I .• P .• } 

(62). ·~.Y.Bl'~bant to Z.Rose. Innes, 7 J"anuary 1893. (R.I .• P.) 



Pro~:GS!?,~Ve Party at this ~l.Y statte .•. 
. . · .... ·· :Woo .I'eferenee to Douglass in Inne~r•' letter ts an .indl•. 

c"a.tion ttmt the ·spokesman·.roft tile .PrQgres;si:ve .. Party ·~1a.s not 

· regarded as J;~.. suitab1e: Progressive ~cand~d~te by 'Inne.s .and 

f:rom. the po:tnt. ·of 'V'!~:W. or the ·sub~eqnent. developtnent ,pf the 
' •. ' ' ' . . ' -~ . ' , ~ • , ' ' '; ' : • ' I ~ 

PM:~v,, pr~ov:ides n.s ti!ith .a .r~ason tor .Innes•· hes1·tatlon· :in _ 
.gi~tng unqtWi1tie~ : ~pport t~ · th~. ·party ~n · tiW .f<>llowing · 

mo~ths~ . Brabant re_tus~d; 'to support: a· .lbEitter· cantliclate than . 
~ .. . ' 

•i()aiag~s:s beeaU:se he 'belottged' 'to the same organi:.sa:tion as.· .. 
'Biabant .· ttid ~. <63) Ftliothermore n~ ·claimed that Hutton ·in Fort 

. BeaUfort and 'Hay and ·llamplin in Victo:r:1a Ee;st. bad been 

selected as .be,.ng Innes~': :f'rie'nds, toihile .·Bosnian was.:aaopted .. as· 

be:-itig 'ftone of .yoa-r :part:ru• . lt becomes. quite ele~, there:­
!'ore, ·that Progr.e.ss1VIl ·eandldat~e,s we~e :1n eertai:l!'l' ·ea$es to 

' ' 

b~ $Up ported ·by ~asqn ·.of their·. beinrr :pers,ona:l ;followers. iot 
promlnent .. membe:!!'S .of' the .. Partr .o:E· bee:ause. they happened . to 

• . ' '. ' '•' "i. . . ' 

be coll~a,gu~s .in ·the same ·:organisations .• , In .1892 ... 93 tb.e . 
' . . .· . . .... ' '. . ' . ' '. , 

f'rog:J?~e ssi ve .·Part~ .s~e:meti ~o ·eont,aln :two groups,~ one com- . 

pr:-.s!ng the ln.nes p~ty,,- the other -the associat~s or 
. ' . . . .. . . . .. . . .. · . 

. Doug:tass ·:and· Brabant •· 
. . 

Fineillf this le:tter seems to indicate· that Innes had 

ttixed Brabant wltli being· a :supporteT or the Government,. a 
' ' . 

ehaloge t-JhiC'h llr,ab;Utt. ·d'enled .•. replf1ilg that. he SU;ppo~te:d 

Rhodes, as PI.'emiert;, whteli tvas quite ditferent from Sllpporting 

the ·Government •. : The ·full. 1mp~1cation .of Innes:t ebar,ge · ;ctin 
. .Only be :appreciated when .lt 1s realised. that aft·er the· 

:Cabin~t spl'!i.t occurred in ~1ay 18931, ll'Jll:es repeatedly urged 

tltat a pa:rt·y be £ormeu 1·7hich. would refusl:! to . support .Bo.na- ·· 

dominated ·Cabinet,s·.ana. ·cnnsistently strove· to introdue~ .the· 

plll"e and ·c<>nsti:tutionaJ. ·working of Re,spon.sible Gave:r.mne:trt in 

the C~pe. Col-Ony:.. .lnnes .. had e:ome to this ,e·one:lusiOil while he:. 

was a .membe:r or .a Bona~-dom:inated Mi;n1:stry,. 

;To aU out'Wal"<t appea~·ance.s . t~e ~ogr:essive· Party 

remained m~rely :a nameiJ, tar J.n th.e xno:nths t'oll.<r'tii:ing -on .. its 

t.rnaugur.at~on :th~~e appe.a.r·s to be no e'V~dence in· the pre.ss ·to 

sho1>1· .that it va~ ~devel?.Pi~g .. into a compact ;t ·purposeful 
.x::. -·· ---· !iii_· -~· 

(6.3) '.rlais was· probab~y the Farmers·• Associations. 
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political movement •. _. The _.·1flabilit:V o.r lnnes to give .his whole­

he~te~l ~pport _ ~o a I!l()VEnnent of \<thic~ Douglass. 1.1as. the 

spokesman;, pr.obably. served. to maintain the e.x1stence or t\io. 

,- :$ep~r~te g~oups_ "t!th!n the. Party,.: a factor· v1hich ,!Mlst .hav~ 

··-inhibited_ .its deve~~nt~ 
.. . : ' . ' 

. . : Befor,e .. the .parll~ntary session . opened in· .Jun~ 1893 _ijhe 
' . . .. . . . ' _. " ' . ' r . , ~ " ' • , ' . • ' ' 

~uci~s_of.'the.Pr~~~ssl"Ve P~til' \'Tas s~ill.~ ~xistenee_.Md. 

-was· st;ated· to·.-comp-se Messrs •. Frost,~ Brabant .. ana fal.mer, 

l)acked .br .the· ~~l~gates 1-100 at~ended the ,Farm~rs•. ecngress~<&) 
·~llich ·~pene<l eit .Gr:aham$tQwn on-.. 14 .March .1893~<65) ~hen :it was 

believed that the Fir.st Rhode-~l Ministry n·could not long hold 
' ' 

t.ogeth.er:,., after. the meeting of Parliamantn· and· the rrogre.s.s1ve 

Par-ty had .intended "to· farm ·a .Ministr:r~~"··· •"(l56) fbese r~ther 
ambit:Lous hope$ w~r~ not.· 1feal'1sed for no .member or the Pr~ 

gressive .Party ~t'tas called upon .to .:form a :t.finistrJ when the 

,cabin~t split ~ F!S.Y~:o. ~893-,. . 
·On. the eve of the -cabtcnet split ,in .. ·MaY· .1?9.3 the Pr~ : 

;gressive Party did not. "Show any_ signs o-~ life. .~l"th~rmoJ:.e 

li:rabant•,s correspondence with InnaG indicated .. tbat not 19nl1 

·were ·there, dif'terenees. >Ot opinion with reg:u-d to. ·wba;t support 

Should be given to the fth()d,es Ministry,. bUt that. t,4,o .sro~ps 
. . ~ . 

tt1ere discernible with.fn .the ,Progressive .Party. 
' ' ' ' . , ' , ,r 

Neverthele:ss lt tia.s.·:shovtn .in 1892 tha;.t some members ot 
, " , I . . , ,'· (.,. , ' ' - _; ~ 

Partiame.nt .telt. the necess'itJ .tor o?gan1.sing them.se.lve$ .in 

·Ord:e.r to oppo.se the legislation lvhi<:h. the BQnd~t wi,th the .. ~d 
... . ~ ~ ' ~ ·- . ' 

;Of Rhodes •. was pu.tting on t:~e :Statute~.Boolt$;: . the:. P):>ogfess1ve 
_eo~ttee was obviousl;y :nQt ,going to.pr.ovide etteetive 
. \. . . . . . . .. ; ' . ' . . ' ·~ -
:opposition to such legislati<m .and henc~ the,~e:P~ .tt1ken to 

torm ·the Pro~-ressive ,:fl.arty. 

( ' 
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_purpose ·of this ;StUdy,, fer ·t~te _reason t~t. the .Progressive 
. . 

.. ·· · .. Party fa~ ·the- £ir.st;. time. isSl.led .a . pcl1tlcal. · ,Pr~gramme and 

·· . t'Qo it . br:rcam.~.: quite .obv1ou$ that the ,de~e·lop.ment .of . :two groups 

· 1_n the Op;pos:tt!on· wo~d .;oetard·. the :tor~a.tie-n or a· _compact 

· .anti-Bond ,pol·it.iea.l party:• .... lt had: become: Clear . dult"1ng J.892 

· ·. ·tha;t ~es,.· M_err1man and Sauer ·wer-e drawS:ng away trom their 

eol,l.eagnes . on . the score . of franchise :reform. ltU1¢S. had even 

taken the ,ste.!) . of identi~ying· himself 111ith a . Er.ogressi ve Party_; 

... at. the end -ot· that sessio.n. 

. . .But the .final. br.eak ·whe.n it ·came . '11a.s .. not . eau·sed by the 
' ·.. ' ' ' . . 

.. · pas.sage of. any Bill; the .issue. invol~d the .irr.egul.ar grant 

ot a ·val.uable.eontract.by .S1ve:wr.:tght to a p~r,sonal t'J"iend 
\ . . . . . 

. .Logan. (l.) . wnen :.Innes,, Sa11er .and Me.rriman voiced . their condem­

nation ,of S1ttewright 1 s conduct and refused. ·to .. s1t 'toJith him as 
' . . . . ' . . . ' ' 

:.·,a, coll~eagt).e,c. Rhodes .. dissolv~d the -.Cabinet on 2. Ma;y .1893 and set 
. . ' . . . . 

-about- torm1ng. a new administration •.. lzl. the .Second Rhodes .. 

Ministry w,.p .• senreiner~,,, 3pr1gg:, Frost and .~~ng replaced "The 

. . fr:ini ty" and the . nstainless ~ght.'n ,.. and once, again- a coalition 

Government was .ln .office. . Rhodes1 F_aure and :Sei1r~1ner repre­

sented the Bo~d policy ,in the Cabinet,, tilh1l.e Sp_rigg,, .Laing and 

Frost had been drawn ,from.the Opposition ben:ehes.<2) 
. . . . . ' . . 

· Reaction ·to the aeeeptance of' portfolios by the three 
4 • ' - • • • ' • • ' ; ' • ' 

former Oppos1t1on~s~~ t1as tmm.ed1ate. ~lle .BasteEn ProD-nee. 

·. Iie;rald stated :that e.. time of n,pol:ttical c.haosr~ bad eome • ,for it 

had. been sho'm. that ~eading politicians "were read-,1 to take 
~ . ' '. - . ' 
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office under any terms or· condi-tH>ns, ·and at any sacrifice 

of self-r.espect .... <3) fhis. ~a$ und~ubtedly a reference to the 

; i~clusi<.m :of laing and .. Sprigg in the Cabinet -after they had 

... i.n 1890 and, 1892 respectively a ttacke<l . the dual posi t:ion 
i ' ' . I 

. ~hod~s wus _occupyin~ :as Pr·eJl!i~r and et;ficial representative 

of th~ B.B.A. co.<4l 

_ ~he pre~s was not a lone in voicing t ts d:l-sapproval of 

Sprigg·•s acceptance of, the portfolio• for W, •. J.Warren stated 

. that there fJas. 11 e9nsid.erable disgust among a section of 

Sprigg's. st.lpport~ra at h;i.s jo:i.n:lng Rhodes11~ 5->w.H .• Bockly 

yie9Jed Sprigg,• s. action as one 11h:i.ch was .to be deprecated 

for th~ reaso11 that an opportunity of. 11 formi:ng a strong partyn 
. - ' . 

' nad been lost~ 6) Snt th~l'e .were. others lj.ke Innes and J .Mackay 

. . who felt that the situat:i.on wa.s decidedly favourable for the 
' -

creation of a truly progressive party. Innes felt that if 

members would nunite on a moderate but well defined platform11 

.. e. great. d~al could be done by fOrming a pat.ty who, by their 

united action. would, '"keep in cbeclt the tendency to go on 

making oppre,ssi ve la11s applicable to the Hativss 111 <7> 

Merriman at about the same time wrote to E •H •Wal ton, 

. ·then edit.or of the Eastern Province Herald, and spoke of . ' 

forming an "indep.endent" party. irlalton questioned the advi-

sability of thi.s and asked, 11 Wby not call such a party some 

other name? Independent of what? The Bond. 1 Surely th(a.}t 

w (oul)d be laying too h:i.gh a Compliment to bondery. Moreover 

I belteve it Vl (oul)d be a mista.~e to make the Assooiat:ion 

(3) ~as.;,\_ern Province Herald, 8 May 1893· 
(4) _gape ~nsard. 1890, pp.l62-164 

· . . Cal?e Hansard, 1892. pp .115-121. 
(5) w.J.~arren to J 41 Rose lnnes, 11 May 1893. (R .. I .. P.) 
{6') _w.H.Hockly~to J~'Rose tnnes, 15 May 1893-. (R.I.P .. ) 
(7) :;tnnes• views'were ·quoted by W.J .. Warren and J,Mackay in 

· · ·letters "they wrote to ;rnnes on ll Ma.y; 1893 and 22 M61V , 
1893 resp~ctively. 
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anti-bond • Why not make i.t ·merely liberal and . progressj.ve 

and take all the Bond members who choose to come in." 

Vvalton was convinced that the country was "ripe for such an 

organisation" and that·it should be started while the air was 

"still.reverberating from the recent disturbance." He .eugges-

ted that .. Innes "get some one in Capetown with means and 

leisure to take up the work." Be suggested Merriman, .Jones 

or Dr.Smuts and. referred .to the Graaff-Reinet Association 

probably linking·on, while·there v;as every chance·of forming 

a strong comm:i.ttee in Port Elizabeth and l.n several Eastern 

l?rovince towns and vj.llnges, Walton concluded by saying that 

starting the movement would be a tedious job, nbut it 11(oul)d 

certainly give the opposition in Parl(iamen)t a statue if it 

were known that it had.some thousands of organised voters at 

its back." (B) 

The Graaff,;,.He).net Association was mcntj oned by Walton 

. as a· possible source o:f support shm.lld a new political movement 

be started, an .. d j_t ia interesting to note that the formation 
I 

of the Greaff-Re.inet ll'a:rm.~rs 111 and Poli t:i.eal Assoc:i.at:ion was 

reported in the Eastern Province Herald soon after .the 

Cabinet split occurred. ( 9) It aimed to enrol members, , frame 

rules and 11 enable members to bring their united forces to bear 

upon any measure of refo.rm 'Which nray be decjded upon, ••• •'( 

~he decision by the Graaff-Reinet Farmers• Associa-

tion to expand their organisation and embrace political organi-

satj.on seems to have been a logical development at a time when 

no English political associations existed in the .East or West. 

The step the Graaff-Reinet Assooj.ation had taken \'las bound to 

invite oriti.cism :fronl members who wished to ·see thefr Farmers • 

As~;ociations remain divorced from any politj.cal movement. 

(8) E.H.Walton to J .Rose lnnes, ll L1ey, 1893. 
(9) East~rn Province Herald, 12 May 1893. 
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On the other hand there were members nho approved of the step 

taken for they regarded thej_r Associations as the natural and 

logical centre of any political organisation. ~bus we find Mr.Lee 

stating that if the Farmers• Associations form themselves into 

a political body, a large number of men would resign for these 
(10) 

Associations had attracted men of all shades of political opinion. 

Charles Southey, however, felt that if the farmers wanted their 

resolutions to become the law, they needed a body of men in 

larliament who were pledged to work and vote for those resolu­

tions.(ll) iith this view the Eastern Provi.nce Herald agreed 
I 

wholeheartedly, for it stated that untif) such time as the 

Farmers' Associations organised themselves politically, they 

would only be debating societies.<12) 

In the weeks that followed on the reconstitution of the 

Cabinet, the possibility of forming a party to formulate a pro­

gramme before the general election of 1894, was discussed. 

~alton wrote to Merriman saying that he was anxious to hear 

"the result of your 'party' meeting,~~ and hoped that the next 

general election would take place 11 upon some clear lines !I -... 
He expressed the view that if they could put forward "certain 

clearly defined principles and objects11 he felt convinced that 

they would win many seats and swell the modest number af their 

ranks. ~he question of the leadership of this new party had 

also occupied Walton's mind, for he stated that he thought 

Merriman would be the best man for the position, as he imagined 

Innes would not have the time to devote to the organisation, 

while Sauer was "too cold to enthuse - •• " (l3) -

(10) Eastern Province Herald, 22 May 1893. 
(11) Eastern Province Herald, 31 May 1893. 
(12) I bi.d •• 
(13) E.H.Walton to J.X.Merriman, 6 June, 1893. (M.P.) 
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Walton's supposition ~ith regard to Innes was correct, for 

~engo Jabavu stated that he learnt with sorrow that Innes was 

determined not to accept the leadership and entreated him not 

to decline it, even if he did not have the time "to attend to 

it properly - at any rate on the Eve of the General Election. 

Yours is a name to fight with." This letter furthermore supports 

the view held by Walton that Sauer would not be a good pexson 
(14) 

to choose as leader as his name was not popular in the country. 

Merriman appeared, therefore, to be the likely leader of 

the new party by June, 1893. 

It bas been difficult to determine what following the 

Innes-Merri.man-sauer group commanded at this stage but it does 

seem that the Erogressive Party had retired into the background 

Wben it became apparent that the former Ministers were toying 

with the idea of forming a new rarty. Too prospect of a link-

up being effected between the Innes-Merriman-5auer group in 

the West and the lTogressive Party in the East must have 

occurred to the leaders; negotiations must have taken place 

after the parliamentary session opened on 16 June 1893, for at 

the end of July the Eastern Province Herald could report that 

the leaders had failed to organi.se among themselves. (l5) 

In Parliament the Bond was still the only political party. 

For the rest there was merely a 11 posse of independent members, 

without leadership and without any definite aims in common."(l6) 

Within the Opposition various groups, however, existed, each of 

which sought to secure ''local advantages", an indication that 

the spirit of localism was still being maintained. This probably 

hampered the formation of a political party on a national ecale 

(14) J.Tengo Jabavu to J.Rose Innes, 19 June 1893. (R.I.P.) 
(15)Eastern Province Herald, 21 July, 1893. 
(16) Ibid •• 
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and the_Eastern Province Herald looked to the "three leaders 

of the Opposition" to form a party which would embrace all 

groups in the Opposition. It was suggested that such a parlia­

mentary party would get support from Scanlen, Solomon, Juta, 

Tamplin, Hay, Molteno, Jones, Smuts, Mackay, Vintcent would 

bring in "the farmers' party" consisting of Douglass, Warren, 

Brabant, Griffith, Orpen, Palmer, Hutton, Hockly and ~ood, and 

later attract men like Fuller, Wiener, O'Reilly• Rautenbach 

"and other3". (l7} 

Innes, Sauer and Merriman did not act upon the news-

paper's suggestion and it was left to the parliamentary members 

of the Farmers' Associations to take the lead and resurrect 

the Progressive Party in September, 1893. 

The Eastern Province Herald reported the existence of 

a 11 farmers' p;,.trty'' in Parliament during the 1893 parliamentary 

session and further information concerning the "party" was 

given in a letter to the Editor of the Cape Times in September, 

189;.<18} Messrs. Douglass, Brabant, Palmer, Hockly, Trower, 

Norton and Frost were the members of what was known as the 

., •congress Party' or 'Progressive Party• "• These eight members 

"on nearly every question11 during the 1893 session gave"votes so 

divided as to completely eliminate the party as a political 

factor.· The only occasion on which the Congress or Pro-
·t~ 

gressi ve Party "threw ifle whole weight on to one side was in the 

division on the Kowie. Railway Bill•' and 11 Had there been a 

division on the East London Harbour Bill", the letter continues, 

11 DO doubt the result 11ould have been similar •••• " The writer 

concludes by stating, "Until the CongJ:ess members learn to close 

their mouths at present yawnj.ng for the treasures of the realm, 

and draw up a concise, definite, and defined programme, 

enunciating the principles which they will pledge themselves 

(17} Ibid •• 
(18) Cape Times, e, 27 September, 1893. 
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solidly to support, on such questions as the Labour Question, 

Native Land Tenure, Education, Scab, and Railway Management, 

they must be content to be treated as individuals and to be 

ignored as a party." 

It therefore becomes apparent that of the members of 

Parliament who at the e~d of the 1892 session decided to form a 

Progressive Party, a mere handful~~ sought to maintain 

their identity as a party in Parliament. That they were all 

active in the affairs of the Farmers' Associations and Congress 

is borne out by the fact that their party was also referred to 

as the Congress Party. 

The Eastern Province Herald and the Letter to the 

Cape Times editor indicated that the primary object of this 

Congress Party was to secure "local advantages". In this respect 

the Party appeared to be carrying out the aims of the Political 

Union and Frontier Party of the previous decade. 

The fact that the Eastern Province Herald could 

report the inability of the leaders of the Innes-Merriman-Sauer 

group and Progressive or Congress Party to organise amonr: them­

selves with a view to co~solidating the new party prior to the 

1894 general election was an indication of some fundamental 

disagreement between the two groups. By the end of September 

1893 there was nothing to shm why there shouol have been this 

disunity. 

(ii) 

Before dealing with the subsequent development of 

the Progressive Party it is necessary to refer briefly to certain 

resolutions which were brought before the House during 1893, 

for without such reference it is difficult to appreciate the 

factors which prompted Progressive Party leaders to formulate 

the political programme they did in September, 1893. 

Hofmeyr has described the session of 1893 as being 

in the main ''a tale of attacks and counter-attacks, of ch\..4rges 
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.and insinuations; of' futile, personal contests, in short 

. Of everytht·ng ·that is' undesirable in· publi·C .lj.fe. 11 (l9)That 

· . this was indeed the · case ·is revealed in the :debate which 

followe·d. on o•Reilly•.s motion concerning. the· dual position 

of the· Premi.er. (2o). O'Reilly' l3rabant and ·So+omon took 

· ·advantage· ·.of ·tb e opportunity· to launch bitter· ·attacks on 

·' Iaing, ~rost• and Sprigg,- :while· Rhodes bad the satisfaction 

Qf ·seeing the moti.o.n defeated by 56 votes to 2, 0 'Re:Llly 

and Schermbrucker being the ·only members" voting for it. 

Of. tar more impo~t[ince th~ugh were the. ed.ucational 

arxt const~ tut~onal is~ues 'fhich were raised duri~ the 

sess~on~ ~~es~ were· embodied iq the resolution pr·oviding 

· tor ind.!J,st;ri.al. educati~n and ~ompulsory scboo.l a~tendance 

which Hofmeyr brought before the House., and .the consti• . . . ' ' '~. . , 

tutional Ordinance Amendment Bill which abolished cumu.lative 
I ' ' 0. • I 

voti~ for members of the Legislative Assembly within the 

Cape :fown electoral diyfsion.. Hofme~r•s motiQn< 22 ) aimed at 

the. establishment of industrial schools and the introduction . ,· . . . . ' 

of a system Of compulsory education, "applied under a per­

mi~sive Act ~.n different ~i~tr.ic:ts", to induce the poorer 

whi te.s to use the existing educational facilities, A few 

months previously the Bond ,Congress had .reje.cted a resolution 

in .favour of compulsory education( 23) and hen~e the per·missive 

clause was inserted i.n Hofmeyr•s proposal. ~he.motion was 
! A '• ' ' ' ' ' 

,tb~reupon carried wi 1ibout a divi.si·on • 

. The Consti tut;ional Ord.inance Amendment Bill did not 

have .the ,same_ easy pas,sage, for it was aimed at keeping 

Ahmed Effendi, a Malay ca·ndidate for Qape Town, out of the 

·Legislative Assembly, Hither't;o it bad been possible for 

(19) .Hofmeyr, Gpo cit., p. 447. · 
(20) 9ape Hansard, 1893, p.42. 
('21) Ibid., p. 48. · 
(22) Ibid •• P• 372. 

Hofmeyr, op. cit., pp. ·450-451. 
(23) Ibid., P• 450. 
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electors in the Cape To~n constituency to plump their votes, 

thereby enabling a minority of electors to secure the return 

of a candidate. lt was therefore proposed to abolish cumula­

tive voting in the Cape To~n constituency while retaining the 

system in Legislative Gouncil elections. The Bill was intro­

duced by Orpen<24) and vigorously opposed in the debate by 

Ohlsson, Tamplin, Sauer, Fuller, Innes, Solomon and Hay on the 

grounds that it created an "infamous precedent" , .that it 

constituted a piece of class legislation and that it was 

introduced on personal grounds.< 25 ) The third reading was 

carried by 30 votes to 15, Sprigg, Brabant, Fuller, Griffith, 

~.Innes, Jones, O'Reilly, Pearson, Sauer, Smuts, Solomon, 

Tamplin, Warren and Wood opposing the measure.< 26 ) 

The House was also asked to deal with the Glen Grey 

Commission's report during this session for a motion was 

introduced to the effect that "in accordance with the re-

commendations of the report of the Glen Grey Commission 

presented to the House during last session, steps be taken 

for granting individual title to land in the Glen Grey district 

to all who shall prove themselves entitled thereto, and that 

such titles shall in addition to the ordinary conditions 

contain a special clause limiting the transfer of their land 

without the consent of the Government for three years.n<27) 

1 In the debate on the.motion Solomon was most 

adamant that the natives would prefer a,certj.ficate of 

occupation to individual title under which they would be free 

to alienate their land. He felt that if it was the Govern-

ment•s intention to grant individual title, then the aliena­

tion of their land must be restricted. ~erriman also favoured 

(24) Cape Hansard, 1893, pp.200-20l. 
(25) Ibid., PP• 200 et seq •• 
(26) Ibid., p. 282~ 
(27) lbid., pp. 253 et seq •• 
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giving a ticket of occupation to the natives who could sub­

stantiate their claim to the land which they occupied., but felt 

that the land should only be ~lfena bl.e for three years. Inne.s, 

however 9 voiced the Opinion .that the people in the Glen Grey 

distrl.ct favoured individual title and there the matter rested 

for no vote was taken. 

On September 9th, tbe parliamenmary session· ended and a 
. '·' ' '; ' ' . ' ~ . 

few days later the Eastern Pi-ovince Heraldfirst acclaimed the 
c\ · . 

. . resurrection of the Prog:re.ssive Party. The coun;try, i~ stated, 
. : f 

j ! 

,, 
\las ready for the Party while the members themselves w~re "red ... 

hot upon the matter 11 e The events of the ses'sion had ,Op$ned toe 
. , ·~ 

eyes of the people 11 to the absolute need of an organisation whi~ 

sball x·epresent liberal and progressive thougbt.,n fhe only 

difficulty at that .stage appeared to be "in the aelect:f.on of 

a .leader". <28) 

~h.e Cape Times reported its indebtedness to the Eastern 

·Province Herald "for. tidings not only o:f' the birth, or rather 

resurrection; Of the prog:r.es~iVe,partJ" but of the eagerness 

of the country to embrace it as.the people*s ownn .• · It was 

pleased to note that whe:reas Port Elizabeth, King'lld.lliamstova'l , 

Eas~ London and Grahamstown had always sent members to Parlia-

ment who \vere pledged to a policy of local interest, all thi.s 

\'Jas now tc:> be changed and the ·country was ·"entering upon a new 

phase of poli ttcal existencei1
• Nevertheless the Cape ~imes did 

not share the Eastern Province Herald's enthusiasm and stated 

"we cannot but fear that our sanguine Port J~l:i.~beth contempo­

r~ry• s wish has bee.n :father to the thtmght of such a quickening 

as an accomplished factn • ' (29) 

On September lS~h the Easternl?rovince Heraltt acknow­

ledged the receipt of a circular signed bar T.C~J.Hall, the 

Secretary of 1h e Central .Farmers • .issociation,· and E. Y .Brabant, 

(28). Quoted by CaYS timee, 15 September, 1893. 
(29) Qrape :J;imes, · - September, 1893. 
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Chairman, of the Sessiona 1 Committee. This cir9ular laid down 

. the platform 'of the :Progre~s.ive Party. lt did not, however.·; 

. ·refer 'to· the question o:f lead.ership, and the. East~rn Province 
' ..... . l:$2$11: --•• 

' ,Herald ·at once expressed the opinion that Brabant could not be 

·r~gajjded '~ts 'a 'i'it ·leader of' the· Party~(}(>) · · 

The attitude adopted b~y :the .Eastern .Province Herald on 

·: ... · · Septembe·r·· l.8t~ •·was ·in marked coptrast to its fir'st announcement 
'. 

1 · .ot the· resurrection of the ·~arty ~fld it becomes ·clear from sub­

:,sequent ·reporta· that thi's: paper 'bad hoped' to announce the 

·t re·sv.rrectiorf.ot:·the Fa,rty unde.r the leadership 'of one of th,e 

·· ·.. :' · ex-Ministers. '.ftna· i~sue ·of ~.be nslip signed· by :Brabantn bad 

! ,' forestalled~nnoundement of certain 'political principles by 
'. 

' leaders :.of~ the Oppoai t:l.on and tne 'Eastez'n Px'ovince Herald 

. :appea~ed to '·Brabant and his ':friends to save the si tuatton by 

. :placing thenu3elves "under 'the,' leaders of the Opposition" for 

,; r by }doing' so :they. 'could :"go to 'the 'country in a compact bodt'. ('3l) 

... Brabant· in ·March 1894 revealed in the debate' on Political 

Organisation a::t. the Farmers' Congress in East London, the oir• 

cumstances wh:i.oh led him to issuing the Progressive Party's 

, 1 :progr~mme· •. :At· the commencement. o:f the 1893 parliamentary .. 

aes·si<in a small group, realising the ·~nability to stand alone, 

approached 110ther· memberst• of tbe House :nand they agreed .to form 

the Pr agressi ve Party·". Itme s wa·s approached to lead the party 

, :and during: the course of negotiations Innes agreed to lead. "but 

, imposed unexplaiha bl~ oonditions11 
• lly the end of the session the 

. (32) 
.Pcarty was .. still wf thout a leader ; and ·so the programme was is.sued. 

' : The programme which Brabant and .Hall issued on behalf of 

the P.rogressiv~ Party .at Bedford· on 13 September 1893 for the 
'' ' 

1894 elec"tion, indicates that the partJ was not solely concerned 

with local, ot for thatmatter, agricultural interests.<~:;) 

(30) }!}astern Provine. a Herald, 18~· Sept.etnber, 1893. 
(;l) Eaert·ertl Prgvince H'ei'ald, 6 .. October 1893· 
(32) Eastern Province Herald, 19 March, 1894. 
( '3 3) Qape Times, 18 September , 1893. · 
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It stated; 
'' . 

" I Poor Whites 
• \,,; I • ' : \ ; 

.. ( 
should be dealt with by a syatem·of industrial education gra-

··:- :i ' 

dually approaching compulsory. Oost to be defrayed, partly by 

.. 
ll · Ui bour Que.stion 

. is purely a ·matter of supply and, demand, but is to a certain 

extent· in:fluenc.ed by the Liquor Question. 

III Liquor 

: Tbe present law should be main-tained with further restri·cti.ona 

! of sale to nat.ives where practicabl·e. 
I 

IV Excise 

A tax on Colonial sp;i.ri ts, so .adjusted as to fall on the consumer. 

V Maintenance Qf the Consti tu·tion. 

The Constitution to. be p:res.erved intact., 

VI Native Land ~enure. 
' Approve o.f individual title to natives "i th safeguards. 

Vll Scab. 

That a General Scab Act .is desirable. 

VIII Native Policy. 

In favour of a policy of firmness coupled wi tb just:l.a~. 

IX United Sou:th Africa. 

In .favour of a United South Africa. " 

in S\lbsequent speech~s.Douglass and Brabant indicated 

the relationship between the Pa.rty., th<J Government am the Bond.• 

while Douglass ~Vas even prompted to express himself llVquite 

antagoni.stic to certain members of the Opposition" • The Party 

would give "independen~ supportn. to the Government,. Douglass 

announced. (34) Brabant enl'lrged on this statement when he 

addressed the East LOndon Farmers• Association. He stated that 

· (34) Eastern Province Herald, 22 September 1893· 
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".All the par~y wanted to do \11as to .en~ure the .progressive 

· · working ·of things in general. ~bey bad no idea .of· upsetting 

--"'!: ··:·the preser1t -state of affairs 11 ·• (:5,.5) · Brabant also referred to 

· · - · ·th'e ques•U.on of i· leader for the J?arty and reported that the 

posi titnr ·had -been. offere-d· -to ·xnnes ~ •"bu1r he did not care for it". 

·EVentua·lly, ·however, ·Innes :bad ·said that~ 0 he would leave his 

·. ideciaion Un'tiil aiter·tne ·.Jiex:t 'Gen~ral_Eleotion"·• But·whereas 

Innes' :failed to coma·out as :leader ·of t~e Frogressive'.Party, he 

did not besi tate ·te outline :·hts ·:programme ·tol.~ the forthcoming 

election.. This be d.i'd at ·woodstock 3~n Octob~r 189}.J36 ) To 

.Innes the curse of politics in the ·country was the. "sp.ir:i:t; of 

1 ··local:Esrn" • ~oo ·close attention ·11as paid to local affairs and 

there vJao therefore a want of 'a broad patriotic pla.tform." He 

openly admitted tbe<mistal<:e he bad made by joi'ning a :coalition 

Ministry and expre~sed bi s i.ntention of never doing so again. 

l·:tt- .was ~.'m this occ:asio.n that .:tnnes first publi-cly 'Voiced his 

di·sapproval .of the Bon~ •.s 'failure to assume responsibility for 

its pQlicy by refusing. to 'form. a Ministry • He maintained that 

the Bond should be forced 'e:ttbe:r to form a M:i.nistry or take a 

back s~at, "deprived of :the balance 'Of power V~hich.has been so 
. . ~· ' 

.• 1. 

important a factor in the political lif.e o£ t.."Ae country during 

the past ten years". · liis ,ob~ect w'as to get. together ·20 - 25 mEn 

'fwbo would ·take their .stand upon· a tnoderate and. ·progressive plat­

form determined to see that Responsible Government was worked 

purely and Gonsti tttti'Ol'la·liY in thi.s coun.try.e A party. ·not divided 
. . ~<37) 

on race lines, but thoroughly devoted to·colonial interests... · 

M.ore specifi.cally:t this party would. pursue a moderate 

and progressive ·policy ~i tb regard to the native labour problon, 

· - not by pa.ssillg :a ·strop Bill or making laVJs for compulsory labour., 
& 

. (35) .Ca;ee Times, 27 September, '189}• 
(36). CaP£ Ti.mes, 17 October, 1893·· 
(37). Ibid. . 
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but by dealing with the allied problems of Liquor and Land. 

Cbe~p drink demoralised the native labour market and therefore 

special restrictions on the sale of liquor wouli be introduced. 

It was not Innes' intention to abolish locations on the Frontier 

but to regulate squatting and encourage owners to improve their 

holdings. 

In connection with the native question, Innes main-

tained that "Class legislation was necessary to govern the 

Natives" but that "class legislation should not be more harsh 

than circumstances required, and when class legislation was 

necessary for the benefit of the natives as well as for the 

oppression of the natives, i.t should be given in one case as 

well as in the other". 

Innes advocated the introduction of a system of com-

pulsory education for poor whites, and in order to maintain the 

dominant role of the Europeans in th~ colony, white settlers 

should be encouraged to immigrate. He also desired to see the 

re-introduction of the excise; the redistribution of parliamen-

tary seats and "generally all legislation of an honest and pro-

gressive nature". 

In matters concerning south African development, 

Innes aimed at achieving a common understanding with neighbouring 

states concerning railway rates and tariffs, possibly joint 

railway management, the establishment of a South African Court 

of Appeal and finally proposed to give support to Rhodes' 

Northern policy. 

By December 1893, Innes' relationshj.p with the Pro­

gressive Party bad still not been clarified, for it was stated 

' •••• up to the present the country has no indication from his 

colleagues as to whether he spoke (at Woodstock) in his individual 

capacity or as a m~mber of a party".(38) 

(38) Cape Times, 1 December, 1893. 
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· Inne·s and· Merriman at a banquet on 10 February 1894 

· revealed:tbat they hat oont~sted the ~·n~~al el~ci~~n ai'the 

· · Oppc)si.tj:on Patty(39) :and lnnes' ·woodstock speech presumably 

~rinounced .. the ··platform of this Pa'i'ty. The ·1nnes and. Brabant n . 

·groups 1aould-·therefore 'cC:lntest 'the elf~'ctions independently t and 

· ·whereas ·the former· was aVo19edly anti-Government, the latter 111ould 

. give independent support to the Government • 

Reference must be made at this stage to yet an~ther 

political association which 1Vas formed on November '3rd, namely 

the Queerts~ovm Political As.sociation. <40) Though th:ts association 
·, : . . . . '' "· ' 

. limited its act:i.vi ties to the Queenstown constituency, it never-. . 

, . theless serves to reflect the inability of English-.speaking 
. ' 

colonists to adopt the principle o:f party government and discard 

the old system. of groups., the members of which w~r~ temporarily 

held together by calculation of the local benefits which could 

thus be gained. 

The Queen • s Tovn1 Political ~~ ssoctation aimed at securing 

the election of two Progressive candidates, who .v.ould act in 

opposition to the Afrikaner :Bond in the House.of Assembly.About 

100 registered vote"rs, among them Dr~W .Bisset Berry, had adopted 
" 

the Articles of Associat;i.on which outlined their political 

programme. 

Article I demanded from their representatives "a full, 

by insisting 't;hat any body of men claiming authority or power in 

Parliament shall submit their party to the responsibilities 

of office; (b) by the resistance of all attempts to convert 

Responsible Ministers into semblances of permanent directors of 

~-

\ 

·(39) ,pape Times, 12 Febru~ry 1894. 

(40) Ea.stern Province Hera.ld; 13 November 1893. 
Hofmeyr Papers, Vol. I, Book of press cuttings, p.84. 
Extract undatedand newspaper not stated. 
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departments; {d) by the refusal of Parliamentary support to 

any member of their own party who accepts office on promise of 

support from another or opposing partyn. 

Article II expressed the desire for a Hail11ay Union 

and Customs Union for all the. colonies. and states of South 

Africa, 'While ·Article III demand.ed a redistribution of seats. 

Compulsory and free education " for the really poor" formed the 

substance of Article IV, while Article V asked for a~ excise duty 

on spirits. Yhth regard to the improvement of agriculture, a 

General Scab Act, laws for the repression of stock-thefts and 

"for,the fostering of colleges and schools for training youths 

in the methods of efftcient agriculturen w•re advocated {Art. VI) • 

The Association's representatives were uncompromisingly to 

reject legislation such as ,"Strop Bills, Compulsory Labour Bills, 

and all such kindred attempts at obnoxious class legislation as 

being ineffectual in thej_r application and brutalising in their 

tendency" (Art.VII). With regard to native education, represen­

tatives would be required to support "any well-recommended 

scheme for the literary and industrial education of natives under 

State supervision and direction" (Art.VIIl). The debate during 

the 1893 session on Glen Grey Land Titles influenced the elec­

tors of Queenstown when Native land Tenure came up for consider­

ation, for they declared: "Our representatives must acknowledge 

the validity of the rights of the natives to the lands they have 

hitherto occupied by custom on communal tenure; and we shall · 

look to them to vote in favour of some safe and comprehensive 

plan for settling and for securing individwl natives in the 

occupation of separa~e and defined plots of such lands; it being 

a necessary feature in any such plan that it is capable of being 

gradually assimilated to the land tenure system of the Colony, 

and of extension, as fit occasion arises, to the lands and people 

in the several extra-Colonial territories" (Art.IX). IDeal needs 

were not to be neglected, for it was stated that the.y should 

have their fair and reasonable claims judiciously brought to the 
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notice of Parliament. Finally representatives were urged to 

give"their best support to all measures having for their 

object the promotion of 1h e general prosperity, •.•.•• " 

This manifesto, coming as it did three weeks after 

Innes had delivered his ~oodstock speech, bears a remarkable 

resemblance to the Innes programme. On the other hand the 

Queen's ~olin Poli-tical Association demnd9d due consideration 

of local needs, an indication that the "spirit of localism", 

which Innes condemned, was dying hard in Queenstown. But by its 

insj_stence on the adherence of its representati vee to the 

principles of Responsible Government, the Queen's ~own Political 

Association serves to indicate the transition stage in the 

development of a political party of English-speaking colonists. 

The Queen's Town Political Association, like the Progressive 

Party, was loth to discard its acceptance of a system of groups 

and coalitions in Parliament because of the benefi~it had 

conferred on constituencies. On the other hand it subscribed 

to Innes' demand for,the introduction of party government, 

which in essence denied the retention of groups and coalitions 

in the House. 

The Government programme was announced by Sprigg and 

Rhodes and indicated that while the former still deemed it 

necessary to placate the Eastern Province farmers• the latter 

preferred to formulate a policy which would be acceptable to 

the Bond. Sprigg announced at East London that it was the 

Government's intention to make better provision in connection 

with public health, that the la~ would be consolidated and 

simplified, that individual land tenure would be granted to 

the natives without restrictions and that a tax on diamonds 

would be introduced when fresh taxation was needed. The Govern­

ment, however, did not propose to support a Bill for compulsory 

education which would be applicable to "the whole barbarian 

population on account of the expense,.~. 11 and he was not pre­

pared to say that it 111as '~going to introduce an Excise Bill 
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next session". He declared himself in favour .of a General scab 

i :j . ',' ',' ''•' ' 
I • 1 i :, ., 

.At Klipda.m Rhodes outlined the Governmen':t's policy 
• • r ' • . '' ; 

.. 
i .. 

and declared that there should be a Scab Act, but that whether 
' '· ... -:r .. I!'' 

it was to be compulsory and general 'Would be."left .to local 
i \, \ ' ' I 

lo I ,, • •' 
' • ~ -~, ' I t I ' 

option". An excise tax was upheld which fell on the ·consumer'· 
\ 1 I . ; . I ' • . : : i' ) ~ ; ' 1 ! ; .. : ' ~ 1 ' ••• ' : •• I • • : ! : _. ' 

. not the producer and the Government'$. intentj.on· was announced to 
' .............. . . ,. 

. .- ( . \ I, . \ I ~ ~ ', ' ' ' ; : 

build new railways, after certai.nty had been established as to 
··, i- •' ~ , ') ' [ , , : : I ' ; ~ I .' ~ ' 

the carrying trade of the ~ransvaal. Finally Rhodes dealt_fiith 

'· ·. ' . 'the labour que~t~on and native land. tenure and in doing so 

; : f~reshadowed the ·i~troduction of the Glen Grey sy~tem. <42 ) 
' . ' ' .. 

,, ' 

Election returns i.n February 1894 indicated that the 
i, ' 

Government ·party·secured 47 seats, the Opposition 18, while 9 
:. " (43) 

successful eandi.dates could only be deacrj_ bed as "unattached". 

·The Government had consolidated its pQsi tion because of the 

support :i..t received from the Bond organisation and its own . 

persona'l .follOYiing. Rhodes (Barkly West) t Frost (Queenstown), 
.t .,_ 1 ;• ' ': • 

llaing (Fort· Beaufort) and Sprigg (East London), wbo had sat on 
_, . ·,'., . 

the freasury benches in 1893; were all returned and could look 
t ., . 

to Pearson (Port Elizabeth), Barnato, Lawrence, Hae.rhoff and 

Harris (ltimberley) for support. The successful Opposition can­

. · dj.-dates were. Jones (Port .Elj .. zabeth), Scanlen. (Oradock), 
. ' I • 

Merriman and J .T. Molteno (Na.maqualand), Innes and Smuts (Cape 

Divfsion), Hutton (Fort Beaufort), Wiener, .Beard, and Brown 
'. . . . . ' . . 

(Cape Town), Berry (Queenstolln), Tamplin a.nd Hay (Victoria East), 
. . ' . 

Sauer' ·(Aliwal North), J .C.Molteno (Tembuland), Norton (Albany), -· 
. ' ' 

. Palmer (Somerset East) and Vintcent (George). 

(41) Cape Ti.mes,. 1'3 Janua:r;y 1894~ 
(42) ~.12e Tit.nes, 31 January, 1894. 
(43} No complete. classification o.:f election returns has been 
· · :found by· the· writer.· ·Th'e above analysis is based on reports 

· in ~ Times, February· 3rd and 12th, and tbe Eas:tern l.£2-
. vi nee Herald, 14 February; 1894. · 
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The unattached group cotaaisted of Bl;'abant (East LOndon)-~ 
' ' . 

I .. J ~.van de+' Walt (Colesberg),. Douglass and. Wood (Grahamstown), 

Fuller (Cape ToY~n), schermbr.uck~r and Warren· (KingwilliaiDstciwn), 

~obert'son (George). and Orperi (iodehouse) • •' l ' ' 

On· the· ba'sis of' these returns it is possible to· make 

Qe'rtai·n· obseriatio~a·. conce.rnlng 'the tendency· vrhtch appear·ed to ·· 

. be'· cl~veloping to'r co!lstft'uencies: to r~tur'n· cand'idates holding. 'the' 

same political views' to· Parliament'. In the Albe'rt Petar'l: .. .,(· 
' ·' ' ' ' ' . .· ' ,, 

stellenbosch, ·Kimberley, ·Malmet:3'bury, Caledon, Graaff-Rei'net• · ' 

Worces~e·r~ )3arkl.y West, Riversdale, Uitenhage, SV~ellendam,· 'Clan-
. <~'' . 

. . . -' ' ' ' -' ~ '~ ; ,i •. :~ f' ' ' "J'' ' . ! l ; ' • I ' ' ' I • ' 

, william and Beaufort West conati tuenc.ies bOth the ca.·ndi<lates 
' ' ' 

. 1 returned ~e~~-Gover'nment supporters.· In Namaqual.andt Cap'e ··' 
i 

Division arid Victoria: East ·the Opposition achj.eVed a s·imfla~ feat, 

. while · Kingwilliamsto.Wn and Graheunstown had each returned two 

murla.ttached tl representatives.' 

·!Che pract{ce whereby constituencies returned candidates 
' . . ' 

of opposing political vi~-,s was slo~ly disappearing, :from 'Which 

it must 'be deduced that the principle of voting·for measures 
' ' ' 

and not men was gaining ground in parliamentary elections. It 
' 

seems thai the foundation was being iaid for the development 

of distinct· political· parties · iri the· consti tuenci.es and though 

the tendency was, by ilo' means. genera.l; it could be regarded as 

keeping pace w:t th 'th~ devel~pment whi.ch ·was taki~ place· j_n 

PB.rliament~ . Thus .it was tha:t the CaP£ Times Qould declare nThere 

are, however· sign~, ttlat a healthier state of politics ·is arising.· 

Though, perhaps, 'we·. can' n~ver look for a· clear·and distinct 

, Cleavage ·Of parties unti.f 'a ~i,r~ct appeal iS inade to the country 
. ,, ' ' 

"orl a great constituti·onal question, it cannot be deni.ed that for 

the mos't pa;rt the. contests of the present . election have been· 

decided more .nearly on clear party lines than those of any previous 
I ' • ~ . ' . 

election since t~~ institut~on ,of_Respon.sible Governmentn.<44 ) 

(44) Ca~ Tj.mes, 12 February , 1894. 
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With regard tO·t~e. Progressive Party, the ·Eastern. Province 

, .. ,_ ·. ,, i _Herald, reppr~ .of the e].ect:j.on returns. sbov;ed. '\;hat the Party as 

', 1 •· ' ,· r • such: :d~.(l :not: coirte;st·: flny. ~~at .• ~. Brabant a~'ld. D9ugl'iJ;~S .pad stood 

•: ·, ' , · . as:-~~ un.a.tta.9he~ tt·, canliida~es.1 .tttl;il·~ . t1lei~ colleag,ue:t Pa~:mer, had 

,., \ · · · '· c.bosen· ~o .support.: t:be .. ~PPO~i~i~n .•. <4?) .· Tp~ O~ru! ~me·~ on the other 

:,, .. " ,,.,) ·, ; band. ·lumped. the, Opp·oaiti~n· aiu~(Progressive. P9\i'ties :t<?gether and 

· ·:: , .. · ... referr~d. to :them .as ··th.e :"Pr~g;r·e·s~~ves.'t. <4~). ·.. . .... -

. ' 
1 ,·· 

; j 

,, 
I ; 

,. 

' ; . ' . I . ' ' l ' I • ' ,. ' 

·: . •. :Fro·m. spee,eh~s· ttBd:e by, :lnnes<47 ) and Brabant(~B)irnmediately 

aftel' :the electi:ont it· appears .that these leaders each claimed 
• • ' r • ,· 

to" ha•ye, ~een '.'supported by .~,!ack~y and Hockly, uho w-er.e unsucoess-. . . . .. . . 

ful i~ · t·he . Uitenbage and so,me;reet East. contests resp:ecti vely; 
' . '' . . . . ' " ' . 

• 
, 1 ••• : .• :and· :~err.y ~nd ,Palme.r.• The,se rival. o~a.j.ms must surely be regarded 

: ' J ,· .J . . . ~ 

·j ; ,as. an: indice:tj.:(Ul ,that .while the Progres.sive Party had failed to 
' 

~ . ·: : materJalis& as a political organisation during the general 

f . \ 

. l 

. ' ' 

:elf3Ct:j.on, . s.ome ·of~ts membel~s were not averse to supporting the 

., :.· Oppositien party. 
' ·, 

. (i.ii) 

. i 

lt now. remains for·: us to determine ~why Brabant ··had to 

report "the failure to form a_progressive party" to.the Farmers• 

Oongresa at East London in March, '1894. (49 ) One .of the reasons 

th~t could be advanced to· account for this :f'ai.lure must be 

. nature of the poli:t:l.cal programme 1ahich Bra'bant· i.ssued from 
\ 

Bedford. The ps.rty•s platform contained only three· planks which 

required· no elucidatj.on trom :i.ts .authors, .namely those concerning 

a General Scab Act, t't1e e:>~cise on Colonial spirits and the 

' restricted sale of l:iquor to natives. In connection with these 

issues.the Farmers• Congresses bad consi~tently opposed the .Bond 

policy and the electorate must have been aware Of the line the 

'.(45) Eastern-Province Heraldt ·14 F:ebruary 1894. 
(46) pape Times, 7 February 1894 .. 

· (47) Cape Times,~ i2 February 1894 •. 
(48) Eastern 13:ovine! Herald,. 19 March, 1894. 
( 49) lb:id;... ' 



74··-

Progre.ssive Party int·ended to' ·take. At: an E~:uit1London Farmers' 
, I 

. ASSOCiation 'Uleetfng B~abant''bad. explai.hed toot \the tiUnited 

! South. Afriaan·· the: Party aim~d at acbfeving would. be· 'a gen~ral 

:'' . . 1 fedtarattt>h' with."one deu!rt of··ap~eal'fcir South :Africa:,. one rail-

: I , 

. . 

~:waf tariff, ehe '·custoiris tari·tt~··~nd. so bn''•(?O). · B~t no ~h'b-;1 •. : 

: ' ; - ' 1 -' '. ' ~ ', I ' f (' ' ' ' ' ' . ' • ' \ ' I . ' ' . .\. :·. ' l '· • ~ • I : • ' •. ' ~ I • ·, ; ! ; ' •' : ' 

'.sequent: statement lias ·made t'o expla:lii' how the party proposed 

1to' d~at ,d. 'th; the que~·tion ·' bf' c'oinp~lso.ry educatior! for those 
' 0 J 0 ~ > 0 

' • ' • 

0 

I • 0 0 
{ ~ '' I 0 ; 

0 

:mur.opeilns: who· ·did rtot' fall: into the categ.ory. of ''pooi" · whi te.s"' 
I f I Jot. t ' l . . r - ~ ' I ' ' ' ' ; ' ~ , { 

Viitlf the labour· quest'ion, ·what safeguards J.t h~d in ·mj_rid when 

:a'llo~ang'lzatives' individual ~tenur~ of J.andt' tltf:;· it prop~se;d 'to 

maintain' the const:l.tution'intadt or for that 'matt~r: 1thai the 
.· exact . nature VIas of' 'i.ts . hati.Ve 'policy t . which sought ·to 1 

CO~ple 

firmness· wi 'ttl : j u~ti~e ~ . It had failed to sbov; where it diifered 

fr:t)in th'e ;Bond fn :these respects• thus leaving the elector~te 

. to ~p~culate 'on: 'whether there was an~ actual differ~nc'e :bet'W~en 

· ~' 'thEf ·t~·o'parti'.es·~:; As the Cape Times quite rightly pointed out 

t ·:in c:ti tioising its native policy, which sought to couple firm­

ness .with justice, the Bond sa'id exactly the same and did thj_s 

' I 

· ·therefore ~tnclude .nthe application of a strop •• ··'" ( 5~) These 

pOint~ required clarification if the Progresrd:ve Party was 

sincer:e in i t~:s. claim to be anti-Bond • but the. party':s spokesmen 

t~iled, .to. supply. the detaj.ls ·wbiob wot1ld have provided the 

elect.or~ate in th.e East wi tb a clear-cut progressive ·policy at 

a~ime ;When Walton 9ecl\3-red itbat · ''• • ., the political harvest \las . 

read7 tor, .. reaping ••••• u (52) 

I ' In :ene respect· ,j_t 'seems. that the framers of the~ Party• s 

manif~ato bad been eminently successful • they bad avoided· 

committing themselves .to anything very definite. Thtl,.s:· dodge 

m:tght. pe:cbap~ havE.! been. expe<J.ient if the political parties had 
.. 

bee·n consolida~ed·, but. was·. surely the wrong approach in 1893-94 

{50) Cape. fimfis·~ 27 Septemb~r 189'3. 
(51) ,Gape Times; .18 Septemb~iir 1893. 
(52) E~H.Walto·n to J.X.Merriman, 14 Novetnber, 1893. (.M.P.) 

' ! 
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when the Bond was the only clearly recognised political orga­

nisation in the country. 

The Frogressive Jarty cou~ not, however, have failed 

to gain support solely on the grounds that its programme was 

decidedly vague. 

On October 4th, 1893, the Cape Times described the Pro­

gressive Party as being pledged to promote local interests •. The 

parish pump influence on colonial politj.cs was stated to have 

ndeveloped to a serious extent" during the last few years and 

this newspaper implied that the Frogressive Party in the East 

bad caused the division between progressive groups to be main­

tained because of its willingness "to accept benefits and 

grants for their constituents.n(53) In fact, when speaking at 

Grahamstown, Douglass bad "openly avo11ed the policy of despoiling 

the public Treasury, ••• ~~<54 ) The "Party of· Plunder" 11as thus 

still in existence. But the Progressive larty could not have 

failed to evoke enthusiasm because it aimed to promote the 

welfare of specific constituencies; on the contrary, this should 

have recommended it to the electors who were accustomed to 

choosing representatives to promote local interests. That the 

larty was unable to succeed even on these grounds, must therefore 

be attributed to some other causes. The root of the trouble 

would appear to be the inability of the Progressives to find 

a competent leader. 

By June7 1893 it appeared that because Innes did not 

have the time to devote to political organisation,<55>Merriman 

and Sauer seemed the only likely alternatives as leaders of the 

new political party which appeared to be developing. Brabant 

informed the East London Farmers• Congress aftEr the general 

electj.on that "They could not follow Messrs. Sauer or Merriman 

(53) Cape Times, 4 October 1893. 
(54) Cape Times, 11 October 1893. 
(55) ill!, supra 
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for obvious reasons,'j (5G) and though he failed to indicate 

why this was so, the answer appears to lie in statements made 

by other men concerning these two politicians. Walton told 
(57) 

t:erriman that he considered Sauer "too cold to enthuse - ••• ", 
(58) 

~bile Jabavu stated that Sauer was not popular in the country. 

Then too there is the view expressed that Sauer "attacked the 

(Progressive) movement as anti-Dutch and racial'1 
1 (

59) and if 

this was indeed the case, Sauer was obviously not to be favour-

ably considered as the leader of th~ Party the Eastern 1Tovince 

politicians were trying to resurrect. 

As to Merriman's sui ta bi li ty, \J a 1 ton stated that he 

would not have had a following for the reason that his "inte­

lectual energy" positively alarmed "the dull witted gentlemen" 

who surrounded him. (60) But in Febr:1ary, 1894, I.erriman re­

ferred to the fact that the Opposition party had been opposed in 

the election by the "party of plunder".(6l) In view of the 

fact that Merriman first coined this phrase when Sprigg 

attempted to form a Frontier larty in 1888, the use of this 

title in 1894 was undoubtedly intended to describe the Frogressivt 

Party which originated in the Frontier districts. If this was 

indeed the case, Merriman would not only have been averse to 

leading such a party but Brabant and his supporters would cer-

tainly have refused to accept Merriman as their leader. 

But while Uerriman and Sauer were not acceptable to 

the Farmers• Congress as leaders of its political party, there 

was unanimous acclaim for Brabant's statement that There was 

only one man they could all follow, that was ~r.Innes."(G2} The 
East London Farmers• Congress was therefore informed by its 

President of hi.s efforts to prevail on Innes to accept the 

(56) Eastern Province Herald, 19 Uarch 1894. 
(57} E.H.V.alton to J .x.r.:erriman, 6 June 189'3. (L:.P.) 
(58} J. Tengo Jabavu to J.Rose Innes, 19 June 189'3 (R.I.P.) 
(59} Hofmeyr, op. cit., p. 455. 
(60} E.H.Walton to J.X.~erriman, 14 November 189'3 (~.P.) 
(61) Cape Times, 12 February 1894. 
(62) Eastern PEovince Herald, 19 March 1894. 
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leadership of the Progressive Party. He had interviewed Innes 

"and urged upon him to take the lead. In the course of their 

negotiation Mr. Innes agreed to lead, but imposed unexplainable 

conditions. These (negotiations) went on till the close of 

the session, and f~. Innes never seemed to take the lead alto-

gather. Mr. Innes• excuse was his professional ~ork, and after 

the session he definitely refused to take the position of 

leader. The result'was the general election saw them without 

a leader and with no one to refer to.". ( 63) 

ihat were the "unexplainable conditions" the Progressive 

Party were unable to accept? Brabant said that "they c~uld 

not agree with the followers of the three ex-Ministers - - in a 

blind-fold opposition to Mr. Rhodes"~ <64) from which it must be 

concluded that the Progressive Party refused to set itself up 

as a party in opposition to Rhodes. In fact the Party was 

merely pursuing the path that Brabant had embarked upon in 

January 1893 when he informed Innes that he supported Rhodes 

as Premier, which was quite different from supporting the 
(6 , 

Government. 5) To Innes, who wished to see pure party govern-

ment introduced in the Cape Colony, the stand taken by the lro­

gressive larty denoted a complete denial of this principle. 

The ·Party was prepared to support Rhodes in spite of the fact 

that he was enabling the Bond to achieve the enactment of its 

policy without assuming ministerial responsib.ili ty. It may 

therefore be deduced that the"unexplainable conditionsn Innes 

imposed were in the nature of a demand that the Progressive 

Party adopt his main tenet, a demand which the "Party of Plunder" 

was unable to accept, because of its adherence to the parish 

pump influence in colonial politics. For this reason Innes, who 

(63) Ibid •• 
(64) Ibid ... 
(65) E.Y.Brabant to J.Rose Innes, 7 January, 1893 (R.I.P.) 



l . 

.... 78-

belonged to the constj.tutional Opposition, did not "care for" 

the leadership ef the Progr.essi ve Party which .had 1' no idea of 

upsetting the present state of affairst'. As the Cape ~imes 

pointed out, Innes was"not the sportsman to bunt with a 

muzzled pack'~. (66) 

Once the Farty failed to secure Innes as its leader, 

it had no option but to entrust the President of the Farmers' 

Congress with the leadersbi.p. HOB unsuited be was as a poli ti­

cal leader may be judged from the .incompetent manner in Vibich 
· not 

be acted after :i.t had become evident that Innes would"lead the 

Prog.ressive Party. ·When in October 1893 Innes outlined his 

programme at Woodstock, i:t must have been obv:i.ous that hence­

forth the l?arty would have ·to confine its electioneering to 

the Eastern Province. Brabant and h:i.s lieutenant.,Douglass, 

~bould then have embarked on an intensive. election campaign in 

the Eastern distrj.cts where the Party• s strength lay,, but 

~rabant contented himself with half-heartedly publicising the 

movement at the Farmers• Association meetings at East LOndon 
' 

and Grabamstovn~( 67) and Douglass addressed his con.stituents at 

G· .. h . t· . (68) . ra ams ov; n. 

At the first of these meetings, Brabant reviewed the 

parliamentary session of 1893 and would have been content to . 

regard his task as completed, had a questio.n not been put re­

garding the formation of a political party. In reply he stated 

that "be. had . forgotte.n to mention tha.t/ltmeeting of all irite-
. . ( (69) 

rested it was decided to form a political or progressive party." 

Had Brabant desired to publicise and gain support for Ule new . 

party, the opportunity presented itself on this occasion, and 

(66') Cape Times, 27 September 189}. 
(67) ·~ supra 
( 68) Vide supra 
(69) Cape Times, 27 September 1893. 
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then to judge by the Cape ~imes 1 report of the meeting, 

he bad contented' 'himself· Vii ~h ·a mere' r~~erence ~o ·the 

formation of the, Progres:~i ve Party, .. and • by · 110 rn~ans spon-

. · tane ously. 

. . 
'· maki'ag. oil behalf. of' the. hrty: to Farmers<' . Association 

·:meetings; mu.s·t be construed as an indication. that while 

the ·:aedfoi-4.' manitesto· purported: to outline the pl.Stfor.m 

bf'tti~ "Progressi\re'·Par·ty'!l' iri actual faot: .it became the 
I 

progtarrim~ ·ot ·the Farmers' : cbngress party. 'Thi:s conclusion 

·.' 'ls sitbst~uitia·ted ·by the· staterri.ent made· atter ·the ge.nera 1 

., 1 • ··eleciio:n· by' :Brabant· that: the'l' had faiied ··•to form a pro-

gressive partyn once Innes refused to.take'the leadership 

·: ·. ·' during· 'the: recess. This ·explains Tlhy promine:nt Farmers' 

· · ., ··' ·.~ · : Associ:ation ·members like· Brabant., :Douglass., wood·, So berm-

:I.: . brucker'. and Warren contested the'· elections as "unattachedsH •. 

'• ····: 

1 

. ' ~ 
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. '' \ •-' ·.· 

': \ ·'' . ,_ 
.chapter IV 

i ; ~ . ' ' \ ·. ln the two years precedj.ng the Jameson Raid, ·the 

only s~gnl.fi:cant de'\(elopments ·in .the anti-Bond: movement ·in the 

·, :C~pe were t.o .be noted first in the renewed attempts mad·e by· 

t~e<Farmer.s·• :Congress t6 t:orm .a. party" in the .attitude adopt.ed 

.. by the constitutional·Opposition ·regarding such issues as 

: ,s~·b, the Glen Grey Bill and ·.the protection of wbea.t, and 

,!:inally tn the· formation ·Of the South African Political Asso-

.c1ati on. by Innes and hi a followers. 

·. 'rhe twelfth anl'lua 1 Farmers' Congress 9 which opened 

. :at .Ea.st London ()n 13 March 1894t spent much time criticisi.ng 

:the Executive for :its failure to form a political party 'in 

. l.893{l)and in this resp~ct s.cronwright..oSchreiner was the 

severest critic· of the Congress leaders, Brabant, Palmer and 

Members were however not to be daunted by the 

fruitless efforts made~ during the· previous year, for at East 

tondon·cbarles southey· moved "Tbat this Congress is of the 

opinion the time bas arrived when·Farmere' Associations should 

extend.tbeir usefulness by adopting a political platform for 

the· purpose of organi.sing a progressive· party in Parliament to 

represent their .views. ·That, with this object, all associa-

. tiona are requested to fully ·di.acuss the advisability. of poli­

. tical <>"rganisa.tion and the form it should 'take., and instruct 

·their delegates accordingly at next year's Oongressn.,{ 2) 

· Southey's intention •as to follow in the steps of 

the G·raaff-Reinet Farmers' and· Political Association, but his 

(1) Eastern Prov.ince Herald~ 19 March 1894. 

(2) Ibid .. • 
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proposal, which left the questipn of politiCC\1 organisation 

over for· a year, did not recommend 'itself to those delegates 

11ho ;flap-tie~ to a(~t, .:trmnediately. Conseque.ntly, Hobson's amendment 

' That this Congr~ss .is .o~ opinf,o.n that more political power 
~ . . -, ' ' ' ; ' ' • ' I ' • : "i I ' _. . 

I 
I 

shol.l~4. b~ assured to give.~ffect to. tte resolutions, and that, 
: ' ' I ' I ' • i . ' ' ' .' ' I :. I I r ' • ; • : • • •' : ' ' • ' ~ ; ' ' ' ' • • ' 

.. in :order to .aoco.mplish tni.s 0 tt ~s .Jtecessary that a. committee 
' • • ' ; • • . ,~ • • ' ' < • • ' J ; ' ! ! r· . ' ; ., • I . ' . ' ~ ' ' ' ' . 

b~ .appo~~te(l to.draw.up·t;l.constitution.and programme of prip-
~ ' ; ; ' : ' I I '' > ' I ' I , : l ' , ' ' ! ~. ' •l • ' ~ ; ' ' ' ' I . ' ' ' .. ) 

ciples,. :t;Q ;eport l)eforeCopgre~s. r;is$s. !Che:c~mmittee to 
. :··,; ;: : .. ' . ' . . ,- ' ' .·· ; . . . . 

9o~stst of the following: Colonel. l3rabant,. M.L .• A .. , Messrs. 
! ·. I • ' ~ 1 • . , . . .,. • ' , ; . , . • . ' • · , . . ' , ', · : 

.,l'a.lmer, M.L9A., Warren, M~:L.A •. , Cron\'Vright~chreitier, Sefton, 

' . : : .. ~t~~t~.o~,~ Bee-tal~·,· and, t~e ~~~e!r~' (~) was car~ie.d. . 
i : 1 : ~ ( J : j , • ~ ! i i :' i ' • ,\ • 1 ~ ; i ... ' : ' \ : r ~ • • 

1
, l • ' · t • · , , • _ 

. ~his Committee dufy met but f<?und that the tj.me at 
.: ,' ; ~ : ' I ; ( : : ' I• ' I ; • : ; • ( ' • • • ' ' ; 

its dispo:aal was ~nade,quate for. it. to Ctirry out its instruo-
• ' •,' ' , I• .' I ' : > o 

·ti.ons. In its report it.therefore St,Aggested that Congress 
. • . : ~ ' - . ' . ' , ~ I ' : ' ' ' ' . ' . 

affirm the principles that the time had arriv~d for the forma-

. tic:>r:\ of. an "Independent .~~rty',', i~ Parliament. e.n~. in the country, 
) ' I. ' : . . j ·, ~ :' . ' ' ' I I ' . ' • ' . ' . : ' 

',) ' 
\ j•, 

·'.I.,, 

and "that the Central. Association constitute i tse.lf a political 
I' ' ,. • . . '• . ' ..• : . l·. : ·: ' ; I 

. {4) • 
party an~ advan~e sucb.leg).~latiop ,as it may cons:i.der necessary,." 

' ·... . . .. 

:Further, e~ch ~ranch t;aS .advised to ·take .such steps as appeared 

best tor .furthering that obj~ct.,. whi+e a committee consisting 
I ' '• 

of Messrs. G.A.Fincham• G'"M •. Palmer, C.Southey, G.H.Maasdorp, 

E.~.Brabant, E.R.liobs~m and .s.Oronwright..Sc'breiner was 
• • < • • ' 

sqggested "to draw . up and sub.mit to next Cong;r~ss .a programme 

~nd plan ·G)f operatipn~ for, the guj.~ance of 'branch. associations 

. :, •, , . : , .. , . .;n. tbej,r • ~ction and. for . com~ining than ·for· ahy ·general 

Purpose.s that may .~rrivejl • ~5) · 

,' r ' 
:, ' 

t,rhis ·then was• the· substance. of :the Majority Report, 

.. • 
1 

f, . fo;r the.,Mi~orj,ty. Report disagreed witb it "in so ·far that it 

,·~' ' 

~ ·. i . 

af:fir~s the prin()iple ·<?f .. the resolution rejected· :by Congress, 

·: , P~i;ti,mg. ·Ci»ff tile . ·who.le ' s.ub j ect ,of. organi sati·on :for ·another year". 

· .(Th~: ~~ajori ty Report was bow ever carried). · ) 
I' • . ' 

.('3}lb:}.d .•• 
(4)lbid •• ·' 
(5) Ibid •• 
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Here then we have t~o opposing views which probably 

were reflected throughout the Farmers' Associations- one 

section desiring political organisation, and as speedily as 

possible at that, and the other section hesitating to take such 

a step for fear probably that the Farmers• Associations would 

lose members once the organisation meddled in party politics. 

That the Farmers' Associdtions were obviously the most suitable 

bauis in the Eastern Province on which to form a political 

party, seemed self-evident, and the fact that since 1893 they 

had increased their membership from 1400 to 1800, while 6 new 

associations had been formed, was a further recommendation.< 6> 

The Farmers• Congress did not however confine its dis-

cussions to political organisation, for resolutions were 

carried demanding a Compulsory Scab Act, the re-imposition of 

excise duties en liquor to be paid by the holders of licences 

on sales. made, and the reduction of the duty on wheat. Re­

distribution to secure proper representation of the people of 

the Colony was also desired, a measure which was championed 

in the same month by the Bond Congress.(7) 

From the above report on the East IAlndon Farmers• Con­

gress, it may be deduced that while hitherto the members of the 

various asaociattons bad perhaps been content to confine their 

attempts to influence the policy of the various administrations 

by petitioning Ministers, the majority of the Associations• 

members had reached the stage where they were desirous of taking 

more definite political action by forming a political party 

within the framework of the existing Farmers' Associations. 

To turn from the country to Parliament, we find there 

an Opposition led by Sauer, ably supported by Innes and Merri-

man, and relying on the votes of Scanlan, C.T.Jones, J.T.Molteno, 

(G) Ibid •• 
(7) Eastern Province ~rald, 16 March 1894. 



c .•. p •. smuts, c.,W .Hutton, L.,W,iener ,. Beard,. Brown;, Berry, Tamplin,, 

, Hay, .. · J •. c •. Mol~~no,.· Norton·, Palmer·.and Vintcent·.J~) Within this, 
! . •'. J 

i:' 

. , 

body ~h_ere •as· prob~bly. a division· with frtnes·• Moderates 
.. ,, ,· 

' ,· •' 

making up tn'e one 'Wi.ng and ~t.he followers of Merr'itnan and Sauer 
d· 

I th.e other~- This divfsio:n may however oniy have been apparent. 

· f~ the 'd.eba'te on the Scab. ;Bill, for Innes the'n refe·rred to .the 
. . . . _, .• : ·!,r . . . .. 

' . . 

"Moderates", "being in f~vour of the oieasure,. a s-tatement which 
· .. 

probably ·~as in:tended to ·~bow that ·this group, 'i:ls distinc~ 

. · ' .,. ·f~o~· the ~st of th~ oppos~ tiont s.upported tte .Bill~. (9) 

.'!" 

The .1894 session was dominated by discussion of th,e Scab 
~ ' " . ' 

I, . 

and ·Glen Grey Bills~ The former Via.s int:rodu6ed by.·Frost., the 
' .... 1. '· f t 

Minister of AgriCttlture, and aimed at stampin{,( out scab by 
··'· 

compelling sheep-farmers throughout tbe.Colony to pro'tfide 

dipping~anks',(lO) :The Bill therefore. 'inten~ed to provide those 

measures w.hich both the Innes group a.nd the Farmers' Congress 
l ·• • . f '. 

Party had demanded during the recent election campaign. It . 
~ 'l 

becomes clear from a division on a :u16ue such as the immediate 
' ' 

application of .a Scab law, that in nei the.r the Opposition nor 

,. 1· ' the Farmers • Congress Party the members were clearly divided. 
f :. < 

· V~hen Rbo<ies, in order to E!satisfy his Bond supporters .. 
wbQ were strenuously oppos.ed to the measure, proposed, in 

. ·• 

committee f that the applj.cation o.f the law be postponed till 

November 1895 ~ll) Brabant and Warren voted w:i tb ~eard, Berry, 

Brown, Crosbie; Hay, Hutton, Innes, Jones,' Merriman, Palmer, 

Sauer; Smuts, Tamplin, .Van der Vyver and Wiener against the 

· amendment, while Norton of ·the Opposition and Dou.glass and 

Vintc~nt of the Farmers• Party voted· for :it. (l2)·. 
. ' 

'The third reading of the v.atered-down Scab Bill was 

·agreed to 'by 42. votes to ~;, Merriman, Sauer_, Scanlen, J.T •. 

Molteno, li~Y and 17 Bondsmen forming the bard core of opposi­

tion to, the Bill~l3) 
\a) According to the Eastern _Province Her~;J.q, 14 February-1894, 

the:ee were the successful Opposition candidates in the 
general electjon. 

(9) Cape Hansard, 1894, p·<il69o 

~l~~ f~l~': 1 ~= ~~g-~ 
{1 ~\ lbj.d • t D. 361. 



Xhe Glen. •Gr~y· B1111 tvhj.,eh ·was· introduced by Rhooes .1n 

·. lulY .18~,, sought. to .r;eeoncile the opinions ,of two main 

part.1~s 1n the .House. ·In tile·previous ses.si;en it batt become 

· clear. that, ·itfhilce: .:the .Bond. par·ty and· .rimes and Merr1~an- of the 

. . ~opposition,: ~esued :that native.s in th~ ·Glen Grey area: be-· 
' . (··~·-~~ . 

'· .give·n .tu111na1viauat title ·to land; -~ i ·the apposition .... 
' ' . 

. :lnnes . and l~errtma:n. Included • now· :su:ggeslied ua.n ·Occupation . 

. tenure,, saf.c.7.fguatt-ded ... against. European ·acqui:sit1on11 ~-(l5.) ·zn. 
essence," therefore,: ·the one group des!I>ed .legis.tat!on ld'dch 

· would allet'~ the· Eurcrpea.Qs· to· gain pos·se·ss1on '01" land in· the 
. . 

.Glen ·orey ar:ea:f ~'lllile the t>-ther s()ught · to retain the area fior 

. ; . tbe:· :native. population .• (16.) 

Rhodes favoured the Oppositlon policy and :in· ·order to 

. placate his• Bond sup~orters,,:· introduced a .labour· tax :for non• 

landhOlding natives;~ ·who had not worked· tor .at Lea$t three 

months in .every year.. JJ''U.r'therl'tt()re he proposed to ~qttbho.ld 

· tha· ,franchise· fr.om . all natives Mho exchanged tbelr tribal 

tenure tar qutt.~-rent · !ndividnal holdiligs, · holding.s. which they 

\.1ere :torb1dden t'o .sell o~ mor'tg.age without of'f1c1al. · sanet'1on~U7) 
.. ln the -debate on· the ·second ·readlng:t, Inne.s· condemned tbe 

. proposed labo"tlr ttt a~ rrttery :Stringent class legisl4ationr(l8) 

11h1ie Merrimarf's ,proposal .. in -the .committ.e~e ;stage to amend 

1tldiv!dualt1tle to -eertttieates of~oeeupation,. was 

negatived. ('l9) The third reading ·was .. ear1!1ea wlth·· a .maJor.ity 

of .35ct ~only .Seanlen,,, Be~, •.. Berr:viJ-. :Bro1m, Fuller,. Hay., Button1 

Innes,· .zones, Merr·1ma.n, .. ._r.c .• Molteno,1, J'.T.Molteno". Sauer.,. smuts, 

. ·iampUri and :~Jiener: V.Gting a,gaitist. the .motion .• (2().) 7the ·Op}Ds1timdsts 
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Norton, Palmer, Warren and Brabant had ·~hosen to ·support the 

, ~J.nister and ·the ·Bo.nd on· this issue.; 

. The 'Opposition dlU'ing .the 1894 session bad not 

succeeded in. becoming a dornpact .body as the divisions· on the 
.... ' ' . ' 

Scab .and .Glen Grey .Bills in(i'icate. 
'; j ., : ·c.;. \ . '. . . 1 ' 

During the recess Innes, Merriman and Sauer addressed 
. '. • . : ,•· I' ! ; ; 

various. meetings and outlined the policy of ·the Opposition. 
... ~ . .., . . : ; ~ . . ' . ; ' '· '. . : . . ' . . ,; ' ' . 

. These spe~ches are s:.i.gnificant, not only for the reason ·that 
' . ,, 

Opposition pol:i.cy \'las clea~ly stated, but also because they 
~ ' ' • ' • ' ' • ' L' ' r· • ' ' ' • ' ' • ' 

. indicated to what extent the Opposition leaders had come to 
'. '! ''. I ' , ' . . ' , ' 

. di~tx:ust Rho~es ~ At Mowbray on 28 January 1895 Innes con-

, 1 . ,d~m~e~ t~e action of' the Government vvi ~h regard to the Glen 

I 
'I> I• 

Grey )Bill~ "and partjcularly the action .o:f Mr .Rhodes; who not 

onl~ b:r~ke t,he promises he made ih regard. to safeguarding 

the title Gf the land from the white man, but lost his temper 
, 1' '. ' I ' ,' ' 

in the House, and 1.n a single night forced through Parliament . \ ' ' 

~ Billaffecting directly forty thousai!d natives and indirect-
. . ,. . ' . (, . . ' . 

ly ·750 thousand more; ••• " <21} · On the subject o:f Rhodes, 
'. I . ~ ' ' ' 

Innes v~e.nt on to say that the Prime Minister's main and only 
: . '' . ,. . ' . 'I ' 

object in the Colony was t'the furtherance of his .northern 

scheme. In regard to all other political matters he was The .. 

Most Cynical Opportunj.st who ever took part in the public 

affairs ot this countrytl. (22>· 
' " 

Merriman and Sauer from the same plat:form .supported 

tbe vie\1s Innes expressed but in additi<>n Sauer indicated the 

Opposition strength during the 1894 session. Rhile the nominal 
: . . . ' 

~tre~th of the Opposition was 22, he maintained that .in actual 

' fact only 17 memb~rs could -be looked upon as virtually in 

opposition to the Mini,atry, a statement which was probably 

borne out by the third reading division list on the Glen Grey 

Bill. Sauer ·also l;i.sted 10 members as nlndependents~~, of which 

(21) Eastern Province Herald, 30 January 1895. 
(2.2) Ibid •• 
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six called themselves . npx:o'gre~sivesn • ~ 2?) Unfortunately. 

Sauer ·omj.tt~d t6 tell· his :audience ~ho the members of these 

· ·var.ious gl'oupe were:. · On' the basis o:t: the :Glen Grey Bill 
\ ., 

. . .. : ' ; . I ; 

,, .. 

. ; 

t ~~ . ' . ' ' 

,: 'I . ,· 

· ·cQ·no.lu.ded that the Eastern ·Province Herald •s analysis of 

:the r elEH-:i'tion· returns c'n ):4· F:ebruary 1894 ·we're substantial).y 

\ '1" l j. 
\. 

1\ ,!', l; At Aliwal· North. on: ll Ma_tch .1895t Sauer addressed his 

constituents and once: again condemned the·labou;r tax in the 

; , : · Glen: Grey Act •. ·, He th~n 'pro.cee·ded ·to out.lhle ·the programme 
. . . 

: ... i, l .. of the: Oppos:i:·tion · wh:ich included the development of light 

'· rail\'1a·vs, :the reduot:i.on .of the cost o:f carriage on produce 

,;:, •i •; 'to,the lowes\ possible'limit.·in order··to assist the farmer to 

' ' . '' 
' I' 

I~ I,' I 

develol) the .land • the ill'troduetiori of an excfse duty on 

brand~ and be~r, an export 'tax on d:iamonds.t the introductien 

'·, 

;· 

ef ·.an immigration scheme a·na, finallY• the r:e<iuction of 

· • _.: d.utie.s 'on the necessari'es of 'life. <24> 
t ' 

( '· \ \ \ .. Farmers-• Oongresa 'to organise its n1embers politic allY must 

be Viewed.. · 

~be )rarmers • Congress opened. at· Gape ~own on 4th 

·,March 1895 • (a;) · OronVJrig.bt~chreiner ~reserited' the report 

,,. of the Political Organisation Committee · ef the Central 

Farmers' Asso<::iation "which· recommended. that ·as a basis the 

Cer+tral .Association should pledge itself to carry ·out lJ.beral 

progressive policy and gi\re support to the party in Parliament 

1iJhich shall mo.re nearly give. expression to s.uch ·policY". {26 ) 

. . . 

. (23) Ibid •• 
(24): Eastern .Prov1nce Herald·,: 11 march 1895. 
(25) Easter~ Province Herald, 6 March 1895 • 

. (26)Ea.atern Province· He'ra~, .. ~··March 1895· 
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The. report went on to outline· how this support· should be 

td.v'e:n. :Move'ments :c.alr.mla.ted · to ·hin(fer progress vJ'ere to' 'b~: 

.~PP9~e·d·; oniy men ·~t liberal and progress.ive· views 'should be 
I < ' r f ' . ' ' ' ' ' '! ' I ' ' ' • •· ' : 1 • ' ' I. ( ' ' ' ' . ' ' . ~ • ·: ;. I : ' 

returned to Parliament by tl1e members of the Fa:rm.ers v Assoc1a-. -:,. -, 

; tions,' and ;the representa'tive's thus chos'en sh~u:id insist 'up'o'n 
.~·~traightfo~wa~d methods' :i:'n ~p~liti~s and up~n ;adh~·r'ence to the 

... ' 
: • ~ , I • 

1 

I , , ' ; 

true principles of 'Responsible Government"~ Then :too· it ~·eis 
f ', ' •• • • 

suggested by the Committee that no member of: the organisation 

should take 'office in an·/ Ministry ttwithoht. consulting :~uch 

members' of the Executive co'inmi ttee of the Central Association 
'' ' .. 

,. •. as a:re rriemb~rs. o.:f Parli.ame'ntn. This no do~bt was intended· to 

• ·prevent a ·~e~·u.rrence ·of a~ incident such as· was witnesse;cf when 
. . 

Fr~st· t:lccepted office in the reconstituted Rhodes l\IJ:i.nistry in 

189'}. 
., . 

wj_th regard- 'to future policy and parliamentary 
' '·, ; ' • : ; ' ' l . ' . . . . . . - . • - -~ . . . ' 

elections, tt was proposed that a Vigilance Comrntttee of the 
' . : ; . ' ' : . . ~ ' . ~ ' 

Central Association be appointed from year to year to obtain 

·trom all brancti.Associationsan expression o:f opinion on speci­

fic political issues and to commun:i.cate with the branches j_n 

order to ensure tha't men ~ho would represent the views of the 

C~nt'~al Fa.rmers' Association vuere returned in pa~liamentary 

bye-elections and ele,ctions ~ ( 27) 

1r'his report ~as adopted by the Cape Town Farmers' 

Congress but when it is remembered that Fin.cham deprecated the 

action of Brabant, Palmer an<l Warren, who.had played le~ding 

roles in the formation o,:f the Progressive or Moderate Party 

during the 1894 pa1['b:ament.ary session, <28) it would appear 

that the deci.sion was not unanimous-. lt must be remembered 

that on a ,p_revious occasion members had voiced divergent opi­

nions :i_n thl,s connection and it seems possible that Fincham 

must have been the spokesman :tor the dissentj_ng delegates. 

(27) Ibid •• 
(28). Eastern Provtnce Herald 9 6 March 1895. 
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On' closer examinat:i.on• . however; it transpires that 
' • { J ~ 

linch~m•s attack on .the tl·iree' leaders of the: Central Farmers• 

· A~·soc:iatt~n was not: ~unched on the .ground· that he wished to 

. see': b:i.,s ~.sso.ciation remsd.n a~oot from party pOl~ tics, though it 

is .not denied that thi.~ des'ire was partly reeponsible for the 
' . 

~ . . .. 

. views be ~xpr'es.sed·. According to the Eastern Province Herald 

· · Fino bam w~s . p:r'ompte.d to sP4?ak out. as he· did: b~cause Brabant .• 

Pa'lme:r f]lJld Warren had 'v.oted. foJ;' the third ·readi rig of the Glen 
. '• '(2 ) ' . ' . ' ' .. . 9 -:: 

Grey: lttll· "in di.rect opposition to ~heir public utteranc~s,". 

This .then'seems to have be~n.thf) real'reason for Fincham's 

attack' but :tt may .be· argued in. :t~.=arness to· bj.m :that the East 
• l - • :. 

·x,ondon Fa.rmers • . Congre.ss i.n l894 had given. no. mandate. to its 

thl'ee members .in Parliament. to take the steps they did duri.ng 

the sess:i.on of 1894 · tQ for.m a poltt;j.cal· party. 

Fi.nchani·• s statement d'oes reveal, however, that Brabant t 

Palmer and. warren had 'made yet another attempt to form a poli­

tical· party· during' the .189'4 session0 an :i.ndication that they 

had· ncrt been daunted by' thei;r failures in the past. And what 

is ·more, their effort to·form a Frogressive'or·Moderate party 

· c'learly sh01l¥'S. that they were still unable to· sink their 

dj.fferencee vii th the constJ:tutional Opprisit.ion or range them­

selves behind Rhodes and his folloYJers • 

The deciston taken 'at the. Cape Town Fa'rmers' Congress 

'in March 1895, to ~ccep_j; the report of ±ts ·Political O:rgani­

sa·tion bomm.i ttee, there'by agre'eing to utilise the existing 

Central Farmers• .Associa:ttpn for political purposes, vsas a 

significant event. Indeed, it seemed to be the logical outcome 

of a movement ~hieh sta,rted in the 1 eightie.s 'when the poli­

tically conscious :farming community in the Eastern Province 

looked upon their Farmers• Associations as political forums 

£or want of any other suitable orga.ni13at:tons. ·when, as the 

years went by • no a-cceptable political combination 11i th other 

(29) .. Eastern Province Herald, 11 March 1895. 
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·QI>posi t~on members seeme(l po~sible to ~ounter the growirlg 
. ·'; ·,' ; : ' 

· · · . power. of. the Bond, the membe.rs of the Farmers' Associa~~ons 

tions and use them in order to evolve some mod~ of ~orporate,. 
1' . • ' ' I' ' . '.' > '''' ,, 

' I ' ' 

· action in the politica 1 field. 
, I ~ , , :. I , : ' \ 

A political party erected withj.n the. f~:amework. ~f, ~h,e 

Central Farmers'. AE~sociation, which in 18.95 .claimed. to ~ave . 
' . . . ' ~ ' . ' ' \ '. . . 

branches in no less than twenty-five centres in the Eastern 
' ' •• ,I. 

. ' ', I ~ 

Province; (:;O) had every hope of becoming a force in cOlonial 
' ~ '· . . . ' . . ' ' ' 

politics. r.t. only remained for the leaders of such a party to 
. ··.t•. ,;·1 ' : : I I ',. . ' . ' , l • . •. ,, 

overcome the obstacles.which hitherto had hampered the various 
. ! : .· • " ' 

' ' ' 

attempts 'o form and +eform the Progressive l1ir.ty • 
. '\ '(' 

(ii) 

When J?arli11ment met .. in 1895t .Innes mainta!ins. that it 

bad_ .become neqessary, f9r Rhodes. "to strengthen h:i.s parliamentary 

positionu,(3l):for he bad returned from England "with the foun• 

da1-io~ :(Qr ·h~s new po~iey of active. interference 'Wj,th the: 

Tr.ansvaai. ~lready lai~n ~ (~2 ) That. this was indeed the ca'se may 

be gather.ed ·:from Rhodes•. attempt· during the session to c.o.nsoli-

date his Stfpport~rs. 

He proposed to amend·the Scab Act of 1894 which had 

be~p acutely re,sented"bl7 a sectj on ·Of the Bond supporters. • 

though. both Sp;rigg and Fr~st· were vehemently opposed to any 

am~ndmept.(33) A .Bill .to make the Scab Act .Xlermissive· .was there­

upon ,introdu~~d .bY.§\ private. m·ember, Weeber, and when the two·· 

' Minj,st~r.f3 .denounced it 9 ' a 'Caucus was beld.<34) There Rhod·es · 

"announc~d ,tha.t th.e G.o."'.rernment would accept a mot.:lon wh'icb 

(re:'!'is.ed by hiq~~,elt) prov:i.dtld that ·the Bill should be withdrawn, 

(30) Eistern Pl'Ovinc!LH~~,6 March 1895 .. 
(31 1 Rose Innes, op._cit., p,ll3. 
(32) Ibid.,. P•ll2.'' . 
( 33) Ibid., p. 11'$ .• 
(34) !bid. 
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pending a searching enquiry into the working of the Scab 

Act, wj.th a view to meeting reasonable objections and to 

fresh legislation next year if necessaryn. (35) When this am.end­

ment was put only Beard, Berry, Brown; Fuller, Hay, Hutton, 

Innes, Palmer, Smartt, Wiener, Tamplin and Jones voted 

against it. J.T.Molteno, J.C.Molteno, Norton, Sauer and 

Merriman had deserted the Opposition, while Fuller and Smartt 

supported it.<36) 

.According to Innes' remarks during the debate on the 

motion for the second reading, Rhodes had approached '•his 

friends the .Progressives" and effected an amalgamation of 

both iTogressives and the anti-Scab party who accepted the 

terms of compromise. Innes appealed to the Progressives to 

reject the amendment because they had consistently voted for 

a stringent, and compulsory Scab Act, <37) but Rhodes had done 

his work well as the division on the amendment showed. 

One other issue, namely the protection of wheat; 

must now be dealt with; for though it does not serve to 

illustrate Rhodes• attempt to consolidate his position in 

Parliament at the time; it nevertheless proved to be one of 

the main planks in the platform of the South African Political 

Association.(;S) This Association was to become the extra-

parliamentary organisation behind the Innes group v.h).ch formed 

the liberal and progressive wing of the Progress) .. ve Party 

in 1898. 

The slogan "cheap bread, dear brandyn was to be 

heard time and again in the statements made by the leaders 

of the S • .A.P.A. before the 1898 election. This slogan was 

( 35) Ibid.~ pp. 113-114. 
Cape Hansard, 1895, p.472. 

(36) Cape Hansard, 1895, p.476. 
(37) Ibid., pp. 472-473. 
(38) Vide Infra. 

G. le Sueur errs in stating that the South African 
Political Association was an "organisation of the 
coloured voters o£ Cape Colony". Cecil Rhodes, Footnote 
p.76. 
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based. on the demand tha,t the. duties' on the neces.saries of. l:i.fe -

flour,. grai~ and wheat - should be abolished and an excise on 
' 4 ;· I '. • < '< I . " 

spirits be, imposed. Whe~, therefore, De Vlaal moved in Ma~ ·. 
I ' 

"That. ~h,e .. Government be instructed to communicate vdth the Free 
' . ' ~ : : 

State. Government the desire of this House that in the Bill about 
. . , . • . . \ , . ~ r ' - ~ • • . 

to be in~roduced to amend the Customs Un:i.on Tariff Act of 1889, 
' , ~ • • • I I ~ > , , " (< ( f , I ,•·' < I ''!' 

in so far as .:i. t affects the. introduction of foreign meat, there 
, , !· 0 j ~ • I L I ' i , ' 

0 
~ 1 

\ , ' 

should be include~. spme provision whereby the present insuffi-
; \.' ' 1,!: • 

cient tariff o~. ~heat and flour,. may be increased so as to . 
> 1 '•., ' I' , .. , , ' (\ 

imprqve the.99ndition of the agricultural population Of the 
, , j • , • I , , • 1 , , • , ' • ' , , ' I o ~ ! ·' . , 

Colo~y.n ,; ('39) : it .~as soon to become apparent vu~i~h m~mbers. were 
'-'· 

to support the demand for cheap .food.. De Waal' s motion was 
I_.,, .. · r, . ". 

opposed by .. 26 ,members , namely Sprigg, Si ~ew right, Scanlen, 
,. • i. ~ ~- . ~ ~ . "> • ' ' ' ' ~ ., ~ 

Berry,. Brabant, .Crosbie, Douglass, Frost, Fuller, Hay, Hutton, 
' ' . l ' ' . ·' ~ . ' ; . . . ' ' ! ~ r. " ' { ": ' • 

' Innes, Jo~es, la:i.ng; ~erriman, Norton, .Palmer, Pearson, Sauer; 
I '· ' ' ; ~ I . ~ : ' ,' ' ~ • • • ~ 

Smartt, ~mute, Tamplin, Wie~er, ·V~ood, B~own an~ Vanes. (40) . . .. 
I•! '• ''.• ' ' ' ' ' ' ·, : ,' ., ! ! 

This division was 'taken on May 21st and a week later 

the South Afr~c~n .Political A,ss~ciatj.on,was formed. <41) Whe~;it i ' ' . ; . ' , ' ' ~ ' . ,. . . ' . 

is .r:ealised •that. th~. ~activitie,.s. of th~ Association _were almost 

solely-confined tQ an ag:i.tat~on for the abolition or reduction 
' . . '· . . 

of the d uti.es. on flour, . grain and wheat. in 1895-96, one must 
' l I ' • 

0 l < f• I ' 

dedu¢e .that the ,division on De Waal's motion prompted free-
'· .. '' . . . 

traders, like J .Wt!Jagger, to form the South African Political . . ; 

AssQ.ciation. <42 >· 

~n May 29th the Cape Times reported that a private 

meeting was held "for the. purpose of forming a South African 

.Political Association". At this meeting it was unanimously 

"Resolved that those present form them (sic) themselves into 
i.... ' ;~ . . . .. ·' -~- h 

.an association for the study and promulgation of political 
' ' 

.. 
knowledge 11ith ·a view to fur;tber the adoption of. liberal 

(39) Cape Hansard·, 1894, p:. 68. 
(40) Ibid-., P• 122·. 
(41) Cape~)fime!_, 29 May 1895. 
(42) Hereaf'ter· .referred to as the S.A .. P.A. 

,, 

; 
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measures and principles". Innes was elected president, J. w. 

Jagger vice-president, R.R.Brydone honorary secretary and 

George Trill honorary treasurer. It was also decided to 

postpone the election of further members of the executive 

"until after the deli very of the presfdential adress, .... " • The 

Executive was empoViered to sanction the election of new members 

and a five shilling minimum subscription was agreed to. ( 4'3) 

Innes apparently bad not been instrumental in forming 

this Association, for a statement made at a meeting on 6 Sep-

tember 1895 revealed that the question of the formation of the 

group had first been considered in May, 1895 "and the Hon. J. 

Rose-lnnes when approached, ·was found to be in full sympathy 

with the objects of the association •••••• "<44 ) 

The first public meeting of the S.A.P.A.was held on 

·20 June 1895 in the Mutual Hall in Cape Tom , on which occasion 

Innes took the chair. The secretary explained that the main 

object of the founders of the Association was "to arouse public 

interest in the land ln which they lived, in its history, and 

in the cours'e of public events' with a view to promote fitting 

. and just legislation, and condemning and opposing what was con­

trary thereto, whether introduced from the benches occupied by 

the Government or from the benches of the Opposition".<45 ) 

According to the secretary it therefore appeared that theS.A.P.A 

was not intended to be the organisation outside Parliament which 

would sponsor the cause of the Oppositjon; its aim was to 

support or oppose legi~lation sole~on its merits. 

In delivering his presidential address, Innes 

stressed the need for "some organisation of this kind in Cape 

Tolin and also in the Colony generally ••• " for 11 no organised 

political mchinery• existed apart from the Bond. He pointed 

(4'3) Ibid •• 
(44) Cape Times, 7 September 1895. 
{45) Cape Times, 21 June 1895. 
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out that it was in order to allow "men of liberal minds and of 

broad and progressive vjews" to unite upon a "platform compre-

hensive enough to include them all, and yet definite eno~h 

to exclude those whose bent of mind would render practical co­

operation impossible· that the S.A.P.A. had been formed. 

Innes then proceeded to explain that Responsible Govern-

ment implied the existence of parties and that partjes could 

never make their weight felt without organisation. The S.A.P.A. 

was obviously intended to provide such organisation in the 

future. Innes referred to the Ministry in office and described 

it nnot as a body responsible for a policy and standing or 

falling by it, but as a number of heads of departments each 

managing his own portfolio and pursuing his own course, ••• " 

The duty' of the Government appeared to be to carry out, not its 

own policy, but that which would "command a majority , 

collected if necessary from bo.th sides of the House."<47) 

These views Innes had ex~ressed at Woodstock in 

October 1893 and that he should have rei tera.ted them at the 

first public meeting of .the S.A.P.A. serves to indicate that 

the Associatjon wa·s intended to form the basis of a liberal 

and progressive poli tiea 1 !;arty. The programme of such a party 

was further outlined by Inne.s. The object of the Association 

was not to "set class against class or race against race" in 

the Colony. On the contrary7 the s.A.P.A. recognised that 

"the interests of the farmer and the merchant, the producer 

and the consumer" were identical and that no section of the 

community could in. the long run "prosper at the expense of 

the remainder' • For this reason Innes stated that the Asso-

oiation would support "all liber!l measures" and oppose all 

that were "crude, unjust or harsh''. <48) 

(47) Ibid •• 
(48) Ibid •• 
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There were two q'uesttons upon which Innes' t·hought the 

members of the S.A .P.A. should declare ·themselves, namely . . ~ . . . ·:' . ' ~ 

.. Co.~pulso;ry Education. :for E~ropeans and the "Taxation of the 
• ; . . . . . . ; ' \ ~ • ' : ' " • . ' i 

: .n.ece~~arie13 of.· Li~et' ••. In cozme.ction wl.th the latter, the 

, spea);ter referre~ to t.he resolution moved by de Waal during 
' '. t , ' ' ' ' ', , .' '·' 1 • ~ • ,. ) ·, • ~ t, : ' ' ' ' ·, ; ; ' 

the session which urged the Governme·nt to arrange with the 
' 'I '; ·, . r • i' ~ , ', I ' , I' { '' , ,: I ; \, ·,' ) I , ~ ' ~ ' , ' ·, ' ' . -~- ; ', : ,· ' ' ';, . . • , r, 

Qrange Free State.nfor the imposition of .a substantial in-
. : : . It I : ~ 1 . I ' ·. ~ I I 1 \ : ' I 1 ' ·~ ' •; [ , ; 1 ·, • l • ' • , , 1 ' ; ~- ' ; , , , ! • ' : I , ' 

" ' 

.. crease , to the .duty on grain.· t a resolution which Innes 

• rrtaf·~~·i~e~ ~e;ely ~ough~ ·~~ pro,tect t~e •farmer·. <49) 
\ 'o _i ' ' ~ • ' • < i : ' ' •:' 'j ; .~ ~ : '• ' I I I ' < ' : : : 1 • • ' t i I ' • • 

. . . . .:On the Native Quest.ion, the S"A•P:•A• Pres).dent said 
' " ~ t I 

0 
I : ', ·,, , j ·' j ' ' 'I I 0 ( 

0 

0 I O ', <; • 

' '. 

. be felt confi.dent that the Assoc:iation would support "a 
' . ) ·, ' . : ! ' ' ' ' ' f ' 1 ' : • ' : ' ' ' :. ' ; ·~ ' 

native polj.oy which, though firm, shall be moderate and just'' • 
': r, ·• · ! • . ' ' ' •· r • , . 1 • • • 

Yet another plank was taken from Innes' 189'3 election plat-
• o :, I ) .. : \ ' ' '''!,:I·? I, 

form,. :when he stressed the .need for increased representation 
~ •. 

in Parliament. 
!I . • 

;rn external .affairs ,the general policy of the s.A .P.A. 

was stated to be 11 C0"7operation with the l'leighbouring states" 
toqelf;.er-

. £or the des~re was t~ do ~ver¥~hing possi.ble "to draw 1\ the 

various white communities'~ in South Africa. Innes felt that 

. ~his desire was not incompatible w~.th "~oyalty to the flag, 

or att9:chment to the Empiref'• 
• • ' .. < ' ., , 

•' 

In conclusion., the working programme for the S.A~P.A • 
• j • ' • ' \ 

was outlined. It was the intention "to obtain and circulate 

information and statistics bearing upon the questions which 
~ • : ' ' • ·, . . . • \ ' ,' : 1 ' ' ~ ' • ' : . 

trom time to time.engage public attention; 1¥hile public 
", o ~ • ' I ' I 

meeti.ngs and l~ctures would be arranged "to encourage dis-. . ~ ' . . .. 

cussion and publ:i.ci.se the views o.f" the s.A .P .A. Then too 
• k ' ' ., ':: : ; t ' 

registers (voters• rolls) would be 1iatched and the candidates 
• <I \, ' .':' • \ ' 

the AsS<?Ciation would support at the parliamentary elections, 
I '·l,, 'I' 1 

would have to be men whowere genera~ly in accord with the 

S.A.,P.A•s p~ogramme. (50). 

(49) lbido • 
(50). Ibid .•• 
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The Executive Committee was soon actively engaged in 

electing new members for before the first business meeting of 
' (51) 

the S.A.P.A. was held on 27 June 1895, 200 had been enrolled. 

In addition, Innes' Presidential address was pr~nted in pamphlet 

form and was intended to serve as a guide to those centres in 

the Colony who wished to form similar associations.< 52) A 

constitution was also in the course of preparation during July 

1895 and the Cape Times predicted that while the principles of 

the new association were being embodied in a definite consti­

tution, the number of members was steadily growing. The news­

paper also reported that the lead given by Cape Town was being 

followed by Kimberley, Uitenhage, Port Elizabeth "and other 

places".<53) 

At a meeting, on 20 August 1895 at Kimberley, Olive 

Schreiner and her husb~nd s.c.cronwright-Schreiner, came forward 

as ardent supporters of the S.A.P.A. when they urged that poli­

tical associations like those at Cape Town and Port Elizabeth 

be formed.< 54 ) Oronwright-Schreiner on this occasion read a 

paper entitled "Wanted' A Real Opposition" which was printed, 

in 1896 as "The Political Sit~ation". This address initially 

merely reiterated the views previously expressed by Innes on 

such issues as the irresponsibility of the Bond in Parliament, 

the parish pump in politics, the Franchise Act, the Strop Bill, 

the Glen Grey Act, the taxation of the necessaries of life 

and the Scab Act.(55) 

Once this was done, Cronwright-schreiner went on to 

explain why there had been a retrogressive movement in colonial 

politics for the past couple of years, and how this movement 

(51) Cape Times, 27 June 1895. 
(52) Cape Times, 2 July 1895. 
(53) Cape Times, 5 July 1895. 
(54) Cape Times, 21 August 1895. 
(55) s.cron•right Schr~iner, op. cit., pp. 10-21. 
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could be stayed. Cronwright-schre:i.ner recommended the 
~ . ~ 

! l I \o .. 

formation of a neVi Progressiv·e Partsr within the framework . 

o:f the s.A.P.A. to ~ombat tbe retrogressive. move~ent .• :<5~). . 
- t ~ . ' ~ ' ; ' . ; ~ . . 
''·' ' . 

But'it is not for this reason that his address deser-
• I . . ''• .' ! 

... vea closer: atterrtio.n, ·for lnr&es in effect bad expressed the 
' I ' , , ~ '. ' ' , ' , 

same vielis. · What, boiiever, makes ·Cronwright....Scbreiner• s 
'' j f <, ( I ( , ' ' ',. \ I ' I '. < ' 

address so .significant is the :faot that tor the first time 
·, • E < ' • ' ' ' ~ ' ' ' t ' I ' ' : '' t <, ' •• ' • ' - I ' ' ' t • . ; : 

in the Cape Colony someone attempted to warn the colonists 
. . ' 

\ 'I· I d I ' J i 
1 

"' • (, 

that the policy Rhodes was pursuing in the North "Was likely 
: i ' I 11 I ' • ! .{ I ~ J ,. ,-, I• 

· to have disastrous :results in South Africa. 
.:·:: .. 

The Bond and a •Band of, Monopol:tsts • were respo~ ... 

sible for the retrogressive movement in recent year.a, Oron-
' ; ' 

wright-schreiner stated. Tt:e Monopolists 11anted complete 
; li' 

control of .POli tic.al machinery"·, notably in the Cape. Colony, 

in order to increase their wealth, to resist ta:tation upon 
I ' ' ' ' 

~ t ' ~ .. 

industries of V.hi~h they possessed monopolies and to extend 

their .. expl~itations into a~j-o~~i:·ng territories. (57.) In .the 
. ,• . . ' . . . 

•• • ' ' ! '. 

Gape Colony the Monopolists ~ad gained control over the 
j ' ' ' • ' . • ' ~ 

< ' 1 j I ' ' 

"Retrogressive .Element in "Ghe Bond Party" by the simple exao 

p~dien.t ttof offeri.ng to supp~rt those retrogressive measures 
. . . '' . . ' / .. . ' ' 

which .without its aid could never have found a place on our 
I ' ' ' \ ' 

Qo.lonial State•b.ook'l. (5S) Fui:"thermore1 Oronwrigbt-S.chreiner 
' . 

<was .not convinced b.Y .the line frequently taken in this 
' ., •. ''i '' .. , 

connection that .Rho4es 11as "slottly undermini.ng the Bond and 

so let him no~ have interference".(S9) He 'felt the alliance 

bet\"¥een the MOnopolist (Rhodes) and the retrogress;tve element 
~ • • • . ' : ' •• • t -, ' • 

in the :Bond party only served to produce the continual 
' o 1 I ' I ! ~ I' • • 

enactment of measures which would have to be undone in the 

fut.ure. This. coalition was merely unpicking the progressive 

' . 
(5·6) Ibid. t ·pp. 86 et sq .. , 
('57) Ibid •. , ·pp. · '37-39 •. 
(58) lbid .• t pp. 40-41. 
(59) 'Ibid.' •p.· 46. 

r 
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enactments of the past and enabli.ng the ~onopolist Party 

to cc. rry out unhampered financial depredations ).n the Cape 

Colony and the Northern Territories. (60)"It is this co·a·lition" 

Cronwright-Schreiner ·mairitained, "which, by giving political 

power to enormously -.ealthy individuals, is corroding our 

public life,- till the principle that every man has his price 

and can be squared, it you can only find his figure, is 

becoming an es'tablished dogma".( 6l) He also expressed the 

view that the colonists were prepared to connive at the Nlono-

polj.st Party's intention to annihilate the t11o states 

adjoining the Colony for the reason that the ultimate effect 

of this policy would be to make Englishman dominant throughout 

South ·A£rica.. <62 ) Cronwright-Schreiner felt that the 

Colony would have to pay too dearly for British extension to 

the North. He rounded off his attack on Rhodes' policy by 

asking: "Is it for· colonisation carried out on such lines as 

these that the Cape Colony is to be asked to sacrifice its 

internal political and social welfare. Is it to aid and abet 

a handful of men in ga).ning this disastrous control over South 

Africa and it& resources that the Cape Colony is to obliterate 

1 tselt? ••••• " ( 63) 

l~ow 1ttiile it· 'is true that Cronwright-schreiner 

perhaps tended to exaggerate the likely effect of Rhodes' 

policy on the Cape Colony, he did have the foresight to inter­

pret the·events which were unfolding in the country.'during 

1895 and to speak out' quite unequivocally onoe he real:i.sed 

the implications o:f Rhodes • plan. Others in the colony had in 

the past conde.mned the dual position Rhodes •as occupying as 

(60) Ibid., p.4;. 
(6l)Ibid., pp.43-44. 
(62) Ibid., PP• 45-46. 
(63) Ibid., p.71. 
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Premier of the Colony an~ rrtanagi~ .~irector .·of the· British 
' ~ ' . 

South Afrj.ea Company, an~ ·~~~$ ,. ~e,d · ~~ieflN. r$:ferred to 

. Rh.o.des. as .be.ing .solely pr~oocupied. with ':furthering his 

Horther~ P()liC?.Y• ( 64) ·But ;only Oro~wright-Bcti;reiner bad seen 

fit Jio predict bo-w disastrous the results of such a policy 
0 • ' , 0 ', 'J ~ , : I '

1 
; ~ • I 

0 
0 

: ' • • 

would ,be fo~ Soatb Af'rica if Rhodes were allov~ed to pursue . 
' I I'.' I 

his object, unhampered by those politicians in the Cape 
I ' ~ ~ ; ' ' ' • ' ' r \ ' : I I ' ' ' • ' 

Parliament· v.ho bad i~ in _their power to curb .any hasty 
.. 

action on ·th~ part of ttl~ir Premier • 
. · ... 

On what grounds could C~·o~wright-$cbreiner have 
' ' ' ' ' . . . 

\: 'I I • • ',· • ,. .. , ' 

. based his attack ·on Rhodes? Rhodes -~4· _assiduously been 

pursuing l:lis plan for union Of the $ta·tes ~nd colonies in 
' ' ' t ~ ~ ' ' .~ • • ;· • ' ' ' ' 

SbuthAfrica and by the end of 1894. the ~ra~~vaal was at 

. ·.~st. ·s~c~ely_ hemmed in. (65) It remained for this State to 
. : . 

co-operate .to $nable Jthodes to complete h:ts scheme for union. 
' ... , 

I' , ~ 

... ~t. seems unlikely tha~ Cronwright-~chr~iner ttas 
'.; ·'}. 'i ;~, ' \,: .. · ; J '. ., ' ' . 

.. , . 

-aware of the fateful interview Rhodes had with Kruger at 
. . . ' . ' . " . " . : 

, . ~e~oria, i~ October 1894, ( 6~) so· that the ~onclus ion he 
'I 1_ ·,.,:I, ' '' 

. o ' ' ! - . (~ ' ' ~ • ' • ' . • - ' '. ; . • I j ' ' •' 

' ' 
' 

''' 

'' 

' - ' 

reached in August 1895, that d:tsaster vJC)u14 .foll0\1 i1' Rhodes 
, · • I , , ' ' • ' i ~ ', ' "' • ' ' 

w~re allovted to pur.sue his policy, must have been based on 
. ' ' . ' , ' . . 

other events. ·There was., fo~ instance. Kruge.r·•.s · app~al for 

assistance to the Kaiser in J_a_~uary .l895;to indicate the 
. . . . . .t '. ~ 

policy the Transvaal President intended to pul;'sue,<67}"hile 

the breakdown of, the Railway Conference in April(68) must 
• ' ' 0' ,y 

have convinced Cronwright-schreiner that.the Transvaal would 
~ ' . ' . ' 

be unlikely to co-operate. in Rhodes! larger scheme for union. 

Then too there.had b~en.the .appointment of ~ir Hercules 

Robinso.n as Gov~rnor of the Gape Colony in succession to 
t • ' • ... 

Sir Henry ~ch, an appointm~nt which had resulted in a 

(~4) V.ide supra 
(65) Williamsp op. cito, p.25G., 
(66) .Rose; :Innes, op •. cit., P• 109. 
(67) Williams, opo cit., .p. 254,. 
(68) J .van der Poel, Railway and Customs Polici.es in 

South A:frtoa, P• -·83. 
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meeting, of ~protest beJ.r1g :called in Cape ~own, for the governor-
' ' . ~ 

designa~tle .. ~as kn:ovn~ ·to be a. shareholder in the ·Chartered 
' ' 

. Company· ·and a D:i.r~o.tor of. De Be~rs. ( 69) 

,., 

linally .in July ' . . 

, . Rhodes had: moved :i.n the House that it was exp~dient that the 
' . . ' ' ,_~ ' . 

I I \ , '.' 

Cro\'fri; Colony of. B~i ttl:s.h :Bechuanaland should pe annexed to the 
'.c··· ·f'l l'. (7o) .. , .... , . .·:. . 

ape uo: ony;.,, 1 :, , . 
. ' ( ; .. . 

'•' ' I i 1,, , 

1
':. • •. These ·pr.oba.bly wer.e the events whic_b wei.ghed so 

. , · . r ~ 

heavily with .Cronwr:i,ght-Schxeii'ler and caused ~im to issue a 

-warning at Kimberley . in A uguat 1895. H0\1 d:id Cronwright-. . . ' 

Schreiner hop.e to prevent. the disaster? The schem~ oo outlined 

-~ was certatnly not .designed to effect any immediate checl< on 
; '·' 

Rhodes or· the. ·Monopolists t'(Jr he, proposed that "a truly Pro­

gressd:ve. movement in Colonial ,a.ft$.irsn be l.naugurat~d. (7l) 

ile believed that, there lias a truly '1 lProgres.sive 

Element". in eve;ry tow.n and .village and that it bad become 

inoperative because 1.t lacked organieat:i.on • A leader was 

· 11eeded ... "a progressi.ve J .H.HQfmeyrn <72) and the President of 
' • . . l ' . 

. tbe S o.A .PeA. aeeme,d ~o be th_e · ~bviuue choice as leader of a 

party(7~>wnicb would emerge ::erom the united, "Progressiv~ 
. . . 

Associat:tons'*. Tbts Pa~ty would adoJ?t as its programme all 

those· measures v.hiah Innes. had outlined in his Presidential . ~ . 

addresses.<74> 

For the r~st, .the Views expressed by Cronwright­

Schxeiner at Kimberley_ in August 1895 are only of interest . 

inasmuch as they indicated that the establishment of branches of 

the S.aA.P .. A •. throughout the_ country could l:e used as the basis 

on which to build.a n~VI J?rog:J:essive Party.(75). ;tnnes quite 

-(69}. Rose Innes,.op. cit., p.llo .. 
( 70) C~jie Bansa:rd, 1895 , Pl! ~ 5.57-559 
(71) S~C.Oronwr:i.ght-schreiner, op. cit.·, p. 81 • 
(72). Ibid., ·p. 91.' 
'(73) lbid.'J p. loo. . 
( 74) Ibid., pp.' lOS-llJ. 
(75} Ibid .. ,_: pp. 100-108. · · 
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probably entertained the .same hopes, but failed to drive 
'. 

this point home wbm ho delivered his Presidentia 1 address. 
, , , 

Early in September it was·rev~aled(76lat the 

generai meeting.:,ot ~he s.A.-P.A. -that .membe·r·~hip bad increased 
' ' . , 

to 430, while district commi t·tees had b_een formed i'tl each of 

, the· sfx .d·istr1cts into .,hich Cape To·wn VJas ·4ivided .for 

ele.otoral P\ll'po-ses •. The Cape ·Times reported that the Commi­

ttee of the S.A sPeA e had dev:i.sed a. "system for increasing 

the· electo.ral roll of Cape Town. ,. ·"" ·and furt:her proof of the 

· aeti vi ty of the. Committee., .was to be f.ound in the announcement 

thata circular. "copies of which were being .sent all over 

the town and count:r:y", . had been co.mp.iled in order to en-

lighten the public·regarding the proposed incr~ase of duty on 

flour and wheat. <77) This circular ·had been drawn up l'ith 

the assistance o:f:_L .• Wiener, M,LoA.,. ithO in 1888 had attempted 

to effect ·the :forrnati.on ·Of an Excise and ~ariff teague. (78) As 

to· the ,formati.on ot branches Of the S.A.P.I1•t the Secretary 

·COuld, report that three had been formed in Port Elizabeth, 

Uitenba.go and Kingwill·iamsto\vn, while there had been letters 

from Kimberley and· Worcester r•aak:lng· for· suggest:i.ons". (79) 

Innes. then. laid before the meeting a draft consti-

. t~~ion for the S .A • .P.A. 'X he :first' two clauses were adopted 

· unanimously and read ae follows: 

"1. ~hat the na.me of the association be "!ihe South African 

Political Association. 

2. 'That the objects and· aims of the association be the 

promulgation of political knowledge with a View to :further the 

adoption of ~iberal measures and principles,· such as: 

(a.)· The proper working o:f Responsible Government in the 

Colony upon Con.stitutiona 1 lines • 

. (76) Ca;ee Times., 7 September 1895 
(77) l~id •• 
(78) Vide·eupra 
(79) Cape Times, 7 September 1895. 
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(b) The adoption of a system of compulsory education for 

Europeans, such system to be introduced whenever practicable 

at the earliest possible date, and to be gradually extended 

as the circumstances of the country permit. 

(c) The readjustment of the Customs tariff, so as to 

cheapen the costs of the necessities of life. 

(d) The imposj.tion of an Excise. 

(e) The prohibition of the sale of liquor to aboriginal 

natives, and the adoption of a firm but just and sympathetic 

native policy. 

(f) The vigorous development of the internal resources 

of the Colony. 

(g) Increased Parliamentary representation for such 

districts and centres as are not at present adequately re­

presented, regard being had to population and wealth. 

(h) Such other measures as may be presented by the 

executive to, and adopted by, the association."(SO) 

The third clause proposed "That all persons sub­

scribing to the principles of this association be eligible 

for membership", and in reply to a question, it was explained 

that ladies were not excluded from membership, and that the 

constitution made no distinction with regard to colour. 

This clause was thereupon adopted.(Bl) 

Clauses 4 and 6 concerning the Executive Council 

were also discussed at this meeting and the whole coneti-

tution adopted, but the substance of these, and possibly 

'"""'~ other clauses,~ not given in the Cape Times report of 

the meeting. 

Uith regard to the selection of candidates for 

general elections, the President, in reply to a question, 

stated that the Association, by majority decision, would 

(80) Ibid •• 
(81) Ibid •• 
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express its preference and that members who were dissatisfied 

11ith the choice were expected not to oppose the .. ssociation's 

candidate actively. "If they could not vote for the candi-

date, they ought to stand aside, for if every member was 

allowed to vote for whoever he pleased, the Association 

would soon tumble to pieces*'.(S2) 

During September 1895 the S.A.P.A. was actively 

engaged in conducting a complete canvass of the Cape Town 

electoral districts i.n order to ensure the registration of 

every eligible voter.< 83) 

In October, Merriman, under the auspices of theS.A.P.A. 

delivered a lecture on "Finance in its Relation to Politics", 

Merriman was not a member of the Association but stated that 

he "felt great sympathy with its aims and ob~ects ••• 11 <84) The 

presence of Brown, Hay, Wiener, J.T.Molteno and C.P.Smuts on 

the platform on this occasion, indicated that these members of 

the Constitutional Opposition were also apparently in sympathy 

with the objects of the S.A.P.A., though there is no evidence 

on which to base the conclusion that they were indeed members 

of the organisation ~t that stage. 

Two further public meetings were .convened by the 

S.A.P.A. during 1895. The first was held at the Good Hope Hall 

"to call.for reduced taxes upon the necessaries o:f life" and 

here Innes was supported by Wiener, Beard, Brown, Sauer, 

Hutton and c.P.Smuts.<85 ) During December F.Y.St.Leger chose 

to address a meeting on the subject "A Talk on Taxation: 

Unequal Burdens'' and this rounded off the activities of the 

S.A.P.A. ~or 1895.(86 ) 

In the last quarter of 1895 the idea had apparently 

gained ground that a party was forming round Innes, for 

(82) Ibid •• 
(83) ~Times, 12 September, 1895 
(84) Cape Times, 25 October 1895 
(85) Cape Times, 18 November 1895 

(86) Cape Times, 13 December 1895. -
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Cronwright-Schreiner ~rote to tell Innes that there were 

several barristers in Kimberley who were stout adherents to 

Innes• party and that Innes should therefore try to arrange 

his visit t~ Ki~berley either "before or after ciroui ti• as these 

men would be a11ay for about a month.. He also suggested that 

Inne.s addre.ss a public meeting in Kimberley, supported by · · 

some of these barristers, and thus establish a group pledged 

" ··to suppOJ't th~ Cape Town programme ••• !t1 ( 
87) · The nevw party •as . . .' . ' 

obviously forming round .Innes and was using as its programme 

the princ~ples embodied in the S .A. P .A. Constitution·. 

The prospect of a new group or party being formed 

at this. juncture did not appeal to Merriman, "You propose 

quite fairly and legitimately to constitute a new group'i, he 

11rote to Innes, ( SS) "which 11ould I :tancy from your sketch hold 

extreme views - on taxation for instance you would be· pure 

free-traders - you would in practice oppose the meat tax 

and.by so aoing you would incidentally strengthen the dear 

bread lot. Yo~ would pin your faith to the existing scab 
(89) 

legislat~on and rigidly oppose any consideration of amendments-

and by· so .. doing ,you. will in my opinion strengthen the hands of 
n· 

the ignorant sectton altogether -. . . . 

But it .. was not only the extreme views o:f such a 

party that Merriman disapproved of, for he stated that in 

forming the party, Innes would break up the Opposition. thereby 

strengthening ·Rhodes' han~. Then too Innes Vfould form "the 

nucleus of parties on English and Dutch lines - on natural 

lines that is - For your stalwarts look at them as you will., 

are before all things anti-Dutch." Finally Merriman 

(87) S.C.Cfonwright-8chreiner to J.Rose Innes, 2 September 
1895 , (R .1 • P. ) 

(88) J.X.Merriman to J.Rose Innes, 11 October 1895 (R.I.P.) 
(89) Rhodes• proposals concerning the Scab Act during the 1895 

parliamentary session had evidently prompted Innes to 
include a General Compulsory Scab Act, in addition to the 
provisions for fiscal reform, in the S.A.P.A. •s working 
prog~amme. 
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predicted that the commercial and town p~rty would be infi­

nitely strengthened ''as against the country • (90) 

To ruerriman who hated the party caucus because it 

interfered with that freedom of indivjdual judgment which 

gave to the collective decision ef the House, in hie eyes, 

its special value,"(9l) any party was probably anathema. 

That such a party should furthermore seek to strengthen the 

commercial and urban interests as op]:.osed to the country, 

must have filled the Whig, Nerriman, with abhorrence. 

On the eve of the Jameson Rajd political organi-

sation of the English-speaking electorate in thv Colony had 

reached the stage where the ground bad been prepared by the 

S.A.P.A. in Cape Town and the Central Farmers• Association in 

the Eastern Province for the formation of political parties. 

As yet there had been no indication that these two main 

groups were either prepared to support one another or thejr 

separate identities. The political djfferences between 

Innes and Brabant during the past three years did not augur 

well for the future. 

The Raid was to prove that the groups they 

represented were not only divided on the questions of the 

working of Responsible Government and fiscal policy, but also 

in the attitude they were to adopt after Dece~ber 1895 with 

regard to Rhodes and the Raid. 

(90) J.X.Merriman to J.Rose Innes, 11 October 1895. {R.I.P.) 
(91) Rose Innes, op. cit., p. 73. 
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Chapter V 

(i) 

Prior to Jameson's incursion into the Transvaal on 29 

December 1895, there had been no organised political party of 

predominantly English-speaking colonists, either in Parliament 

or in the country. While a political party seemed to be forming 

round Innes, its formation was by no means assured, for Innes 

was fully aware that such a party ~ould not have the sup~ort 

of Uerriman.(l) Sauer had given no indication that he ~ould be 

inclined to join such a party, and for these reasons it may be 

assumed that Innes was probably hesitating before terminating 

his relationship in Parliament with these colleagues. 

Before the Raid, Innes, Merriman and Sauer had publicly 

expressed their disapproval of Rhodes' conduct in colonial poli­

tics so that it seemed probable after Rhodes• implication in 

the Raid had been established, that these three former ministers 

might draw still closer together. But in fact the reverse 

occurred, for while Merriman and Sauer gradually drj fted j nto 

co-operation with the Bond party after the Raid~2 ) Innes and 

hie supporters refused to ally themselves with the party which 

had been directly responej_ ble for the retrogresei ve movement 

in Colonial politics. 

News of the Jameson Raid into the Transvaal first 

appeared in the Colonial press on 31 December 1895 when the 

CaE,!:, Times reported that th.e struggle in the Transvaal was "the 

same as the struggle of 1881: only the parte are reversed', • 

The Uitlanders were fighting for the right to govern themselves 
(3) 

'·to be free men, not to have to obey the laws of other people". 

Jameson and his men bad acted on "a wild-brave-mad-silly impulse, 

probably due to reports from Johannesburg that the practically 

(1) Vide ~pra 
(2) Hofmeyr, op. cit., pp. 509-510. 

(3) Cape Times, 31 December 1895. 



- . .106 -

unarmed . croVtd there were going to be .fired on". ( 4>In addi:tion 

a letter from Charles .Leonard \'Ja.·s published which recounted 

the grievances of the Uttlander populatj.on and stated that the 

Transvaal government had ·Shown "that it would like to crush 

Cape Colony·;· for 'that reason it 'puts ·:such heavy duties on the 

p~oducts ct the colonr. · ... ,, (5:) , , . . . 
:. l: . ' . l . ', . '. . . ' . Hofmeyr, ·as spolcesma.:n of the Cape .Afrikaners,. imme:-

diately. dissoci.~ted them' from: the· outrage on· the Transvaal•;by 

telegraphing ·to ·.Kr~g~r:""I' bop~ your burghers :will acquit. them­

~elves like .h~roes against Jameson's filibustersft .. ( 6) ~Sir · 

Hercules Robinson,·. it wasi reported• had ;repudJ.ated the .action 

r of: Ja~eson in. v'iolattng the territory of the South African 
i 

Re~ublic. and .recalled hfni."(7 ) Sauer asse;rted that Bhodes: bad 

plotted the. attack. ori 'a· peaceful Transvaal. (S) 

· · Jamea'on .. and tds fellow Raiders were commanded ·to 

. reti1·e ·from, the· Tra·nsvaeil and the High Commissioner called upon· 

'nall. British s'u'bject~ in the South African Republ:lc to abstatn 

from giving the said Dr.Jameson any countenance or assistance 
' (9) 

in his armed violatil.,n o.f the territory of a f.riendly State." 

lt vwaa now left to Rhodes, as managing director of 
.. ' 

the B.S.Ao Company to repudiate the actio.n of the Administrator 

of Masho~aland, the domain .of the Chartered company, but this 

he :failed to do~ dn January lst, the Cape Times .reported that 

Saue.r•s charge against Rhodes was quite untrue according to the 

evidence available, 'but agreed that Rhodes was compromised on 

" the face of things. He bad disavo"Wed "the madbusiness"• but 

was stated not to be able to "disown his friends to the ;extent 

that the High commissioner 'for H.M. •s Government, very propel'ly 

has done". (l.o) 

(4) .Ibi·d •• 
(5) .!bid 0' p.5. 
(6) Hofmeyr, op. cit., p. 490.• 
(7) -2!.P.!t 'limes;, 31 December 1895 .. 
(8) .~ ~imes, 1 Junuary 1896. 
(9} .Cape times, 1 January 1896 
(10) Cape. Times, .1 ~anuary 1896o 
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According to the Press and Hofmeyr•s statement, opinion 

in the 0olony on January let was unanimous inasmuch as Jameson 

was stated to have committed a colossal blunder.(ll) At Faarl 

and Graaf~-Reinet meetings were_ held on January 2nd condemning 

the unjustifiable action of British subjects und~the command 

of officers of the Chartered Company~12 ) while the Paarl meeting 

demanded that "a speedy and satisfactory explanation concerning 

this most culpable action of the head officer of the (B.s.A.) 

Company" was expected from Rhodes.(l3) 

That Rhodes was at this juncture dissociated from Jameson's 

blunder becomes evident from Michell's reference to "a litter 

of telegrams" he had read while visiting Rhodes on January 4th. 

The majority were from "Dutch supporters asserting their per­

sonal regard and continued political support, conditionally 

on his public disavowal of Jameson".(l4) 

On January 2nd it was rumoured in Cape Town that Jameson 

had entered Johannesburg and Logan ~as reported to have invited 

Messrs. Sohermbrucker, Johnson and Col. D.Harris to drink 

"Jameson's health in champagne at the Theatre Restruant, in 

Cape Town''. (l5 ) From this report it may be deduced that, while 

centres like Faarl and Graaff-Reinet were up in arms because 

of Jameson's action, there must have been many people in the 

Colony like LOgan, who were prepared to acclaim the Raiders 

and their leader, despite the High Commissioner's proclamation. 

The news of Jameson's surrender at Doornkop did not 

reach the Colony until January '5rd, by which time Cape Town was 

stated to be "feverishly Jingo, and resented even the moderate 

censures of the Cape Times on Jameson".{lG) A counter demon­

stration to the "anti-Jameson" meetings was held in Cape Town 

(11) 
(12) 
(13) 
(14) 
(15) 

(16) 

Ibid. 
Cape Times, 3 January 1896 
Ibid. 
~ichell, op. cit., p. 277. 
Midland !!!!' 7 May 1896. Telegram from Harris 
at Mafeking. 
Cape Times, 3 Janta ry 1896. 

to Weil 
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and a petition issued from the pape Times , (l7)for rumours 

were spreading in Cape Town that Jameson and his officers 

were to be shot.<18) This petition was addressed to the High 

Commissioner who at the time was £n route to Pretoria and read: 

"le, the undersigned Cape Colonists, desire earnestly to 

represent to Your Excellency that, in the interests of the 

general reconciliation and peaceful settlement now happily in 

progress after the late deplorable bloodshed, Your Excellency 

should treat the release of Dr.Jameson and his Comrades as of 

more importance than any other conditions which the Government 

of the South African Republic is about to grant."(l9) 

Within a few days, Garrett relates, the peti~ion"ran 

through the Colony; Kimberley, Port Elizabeth and East London 

did the like; ••••• n( 20) That the petition should have evoked 

such a response must probably be attributed to factors other 

than the canard which had originally prompted the Cape Times 

to issue it. By January 4th it had become known that Jameson 

had entered the Transvaal in response to a letter of invitation 

from the Reform Committee{~!) and for a while Jameson was pro­

bably regarded by a section of the population in the Colony 

as the champion of the Uitlander cause, who had been left in 

the lurch by leaders of the Johannesburg rising. 

But the publication of the letter of invitation, signed 

by the leaders of the Reform Committee and relating the probable 

plight of thousands of "unarmed men, women and children" of 

British race in the event of armed conflict,<22) must have 

roused some of the English-speaking colonists even more. True 

there had been no concerted public expression of sympathy with 

the Uitlander-cause during 1895, but when feeling was running 

(17) 
(18) 
(19) 
(20) 

(21) 
(22) 

Ibid. 
Hofmeyr, op. ci.t., p. 496. 

Cape Times, 4 January, 1896. 
F.E.Garrett and E.J.Edwards, 
p. 247 
Cape Times, 4 January 1896. 
Ibid. 

The Story of an African Cris~s 
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high in the Colony. early in January and the Uitlander 

grievances provocatively publicised in the letter of invi­

tation,it seems only natural that British colonists should have 

·ardently supported not only the petition for the Raiders • 

release but the movement which the petition represented, 

By January 8th, the Mayor of Cape Town was able to 

wire to Sir Hercules Robinson that not lees than 10,000 sig­

natures had been received "without any canvassing"f23)an 

indication that the pro-Jameson pro-Uitlander movement had 

certainly swept the country. 

As yet there had been no statement from Rhodes, who 

the Cape Times stated was sitting among "his Dutch furniture 

at Groot Schuur •• ., mute as tl'e Sphinx. Amid the pelt of 

questions, curses, cheers~ charges and denunciations, he sits 

~ute." <24 ) Since January let there had been talk that Rhodes 

would resign the Fremiership. Ons Land refused to believe the 

widely-held view that Rhodes knew nothing of Jameson's intentions 

until he recej.ved the news on December 29th, for it reported 

"from all sides we mar of weeks af preparation made for Dr. 

Jameson• s journey. In the middle of December (?) a letter wae 

written from Johannesburg in which he was requested to come over. 

And yet we are asked to believe that Mr.Rhodes knew nothing 

about it •••• "<25 ) It seemed obvious therefore that Rhodes 

must either disclaim any knowledge of the Raid and remain in 

office, or failing that, resign the Fremiership.Bitherto he 

had failed to issue any public statement. 

On January 7th it was known that Rhodes' resignation 

bad been accepted<26) and the public was left to draw its own 

conclusion concerning the connection between the Premier's 
(23) Cape Times, 8 January 1896. 
(24) Cape Times. 6 January 1896 
(25) Ibid • 

. (26) Cape Times, 7 January 1896 
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'resignation and Jameson•s al',med incursion into the t~eJ!r.1tory 

. of the South A£ri¢an Republic·-.. · 

. .. . · .. _· ., ·, on. ·the~ following liar the people. at. the, Cape f.:b~st, baeame 
• ·' ,.... ' ' r • .' • - • - ' • • '• r 

. a't-1ai''e o! the fact; tl",a,t, E..dser·.wilhe·lm had sent>.Kruger a 

· eongr,atulatory :tele~am after ·the· stirrende~ of_J'ame~-on and lds 

... fo.ree ;at Door,nkop. <~7) Whlie: Hofmen .repudiated· the .~ser';s 
- .. ·. ,. . . - . . . . ' .. .· . . 

· aq_tion by· ,cabling· to :London that 11A:frieanaer .reeling. in ~cape 

.t:O:lony. a;ga,s .opposed t:o Germany .interter.ing :in any ·way in South 

... Atrice.n a.r:ra~rsn:,·~28l. tile ;£iDe· ~e§ .re}'9rta-a t~t~ the 

·telegram· had ~unite·clall Dntebmen, Englisbment .. Af.r·lkane,rs: and 

all ~other~ctwell~~f;_1n_~uthti'r1ca, :against ·Continental. 

11\t~~rfer~n.ce,.•l(~9) l3ttt_ ~bile .ci>;pin~on_ in the Colony appeared 
',.·. ' . . . '· . : ' ; . ' : ' . ' .. 

to be unl'teil o~ the subject o~ Cll?ntinental J.nter~erence:., a 
' ' ' ' ' ' '. ' 

:racial. cleavage oceurrea . bett1aen ~the Engl1sh-:spealdng 
\:. l l .. . . ~ 

. e~:lonists;~ part.:tonlaiolY those· :living ,i.n the .. Frontter d1stri·cts, 
!' 

. and the Afrikaners tiho 't'1Gre con.aetnn1ng the Ba:id and . upholding 
.. ' 

·J\ruger 1 s ~t1ons. 
.• 

At. the end of January· A.l.~Fttller -.called. a meeting at Kel 

· · · ~ · Ro~ t<1bich t·nfi.teen fal"mer:s attended. f3o.). · there :i.t was 

, I ; • ~ : . , ' 

. . . 

decd .. ded to form taD. AJJ.glo·•l'frictm: Leagu.e with. the vaguely 

e1tpr.et3sed object -of. ~omot·ing 1UJ3ritish and At'ri·can 1nt·erests1l:.~31) 
A further :me:eting was ~rranged .£or February :lst in order to 

.ina.-u~ur,ate tne Leagu.~.,. .(32 l By . Januar:y_ 21st a .. proVisional. 

connnittee ·eonsi;stin~ .. est· u the most. tmportan.t -and intluenti·a.l 

;f~rm~.s" in the :nelgllbour;ing di:stri·et~ had been :formed to 
.,r~t'h~r~ the ·ae:s1re;s 'bt 't~ ~community there. (33.} . 

' . '' . . ' . ' . -~ . '' . ' .' 

T:he meet1t1g ozi·:'Feblruary 1st was· ~a.ul.y held .a;nd_A.J .• FUl,ter, 

a.s ;chair!nant: .e~plained. that ,tfRecent events had shown them 
l • • . - • . . • • ' 

i~l' never knew t'1hen they 'might be 'Called ~pon to show how far 
· thE!Y ·l'tere ·united, .... in·· R. tiat>r.en stated that the 6bject .of 

. . . .. 
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the meeti~g was to form "a strong Anglo ... African partyn ., a 
' . . . . ' ' . 

· pa~~Y w.hich .would succeed in<ieJ;>endently of the Bond. "The 

p~inciple idea he thought was that British ascendancy.should·be 

maintatn~d,. o ••• ~. I:t was thereupon agreed to form an Anglo~ 

Aft.ican Le~gue, of which the first principle would be "all e ... 
!; 

· gia.nce to the Bri ~ish flag,'' and the second, a federation of 
South Africa~< 34~ 

·' c . • ' ' 

.:.i -.' . 

i ·. 
That thi.s LE;ague was intended to be an organieati.o·n 
\, . 

which ~ouid oppose the Bond in colonial politics • ·became obv:i.Qus 

fr.om the outset. 
i - . . 

The CaJ>e. Mercur:£ reported that to be the 

object .of. the League's fouriders. (:35) while A.,.r:'!Fuller, speaking 

at Tois.e Rj.VJer; poj.nted out that "They, in the. Colony, were 

being rul~d by a minority; and this small minorl.ty wast he Bond• 

. He did not blame. the· Bond, ~ut it 11as they themselves who were 

to.'blame for not bei11g united, and :it behoved the.m to form a 

b$alth allia~~e amongst themselves, ••• n(36) 

The reason why it bad become so imperative that an anti­

Bond P'!Ovement should ba formed at this time,; become$ apparent 

when it i~· realised that the Cape Mercu.ry could report that 

"Colonial Afr:icanders~~, according to One Land, bad made up their 
' . ~ __..,._...... . ( 

minds to support the independence Qf the transvaal. British 

su.premacy in .S()uth Afr~ea was being challenged, hence the 
(37) 

decision to form a strong11 Anglo-Africa.n ~B.rty" in the· Colony. 

The ~ague.•.s cause was no doU.bt promoted when the 

Central Farmers • Association ··congress opened at Dordrecht, ('38) 

l{;S~ than a fortnight after, the Kei Road meeting to inaugurate the 
. i 

; 

· :movement was held. Indeed it would appar that the Loyal Colonial 

JAague drew its supporters maiJ'l,ly from tlle farmers who were also 

members of ~ranches of the Central Farmers• Association • 

. ('J4). East .. IA>ndt'n'I:_Dispatch, 5 February 1896. 
(35},. pape Mercury, 21 January 1896 
(36) Cape,,M~rc.ury, 24 Jilarch 1896 

· (37) .. gape MercurN,, 15. february: 1896. On February 11th Oills Land · 
referred.to the impracticability of Chamberlain's "Home Rule :for 
Johannesburg" scheme .and this probably incensed the Cap~ Mercury 

(38),. Cape,. Times 17 :February 1896. 
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In 1895 th~ Central Farmers~ Association congress deci.ded 

to set ~P a Political Organisation comfui·ttee ( 39) in ord.e:r to 

supply its members td.th the basis of a future political party. 

TO what extent this deciSj.on bad been .implemented before the 

Raid, is .not known. It would appear though from the develop­

ment of' the League and Central Farmers·• Associatton after tbe 

Raid tbat tbe ),nitiative ).n mattex·s of political organisation 

in the Eastern Provj.nce henceforth lay with the League. 

At Dorarecbt, Brabant was re-e'lected President and a 

Vigilemoe Comm:i.ttee, consist:i.ng of Brabant, Hocklg, Hall, 

s .. cronw.rl.gbt•Sohre:i.ner, stretton and Beatall constituted. <40> 

After. resolut~.on concern:l.ng intex· ~ scab, Pro:tecti.on and un 

Excise dllty on colonial spirits, was adopted, a motion deal).ng 
... 

uith' the Rai.d was debated,. l't wao agreed '1 That tbis Congress 

desires to convey to lier Majestr•s Government j,ts ,$n.tire d::ts­

approval of Dr .Jameson's raid :1.nto tbe south African Republic, 

and concurs 'that a searching inqu.irN be made into its orig:i.n 

and objects. ;:..t the same time Congr·eo.s wishes to expree.s :lts 

op::tnton that the •uj.tlanders• i.n the south African Repi,tblj.o, 

many of wholit are not only Dri:t:isb but South Africans, bad just 

cause of oomplai.nt, and that until their legi.timate grievances 

are redresse.d • the strained ai tuation between the Government 

·and the •uitlandere 9 w:tll r·etnabi a menace to the peace of 

south Africa •••• , ( 41 ) 

On March 28tb delegates from an unspec1.fied Dumber of 

Anglo-African League branches met at Kei Road to frame a 

Constitution and bere it was deciaed. tc assume tho title "LOyal 

Colonial teagueu, for it was felt that 'tp:te name was not subject 

to the objeoti.ona nto which the former name was liable •• '~ <42) 

--------------------------------------------------------(39) Jid,e §.!t~ra 
(40) 2!i! Times, 19 February 1896. 
(41) Cape !fjmes; 20 February 1896 
(42) ,Qape Mercury, 31 March 1896 
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On a later occasion, however, Dr:,., Darley Hartley, who became 

the movement's f:i.rst President. related 1ibJt after the Anglo­

African League Vias formed at Ket Road, the. Loyal Colonial 
~ 

League was started ln EaSt· LOndon, and that these tvio bodies 

'Were .amalgamte4. <4'3) fhat the choice of the name Ibg&l 

Golon:i.al League was thought more suitable, also beeemes clear 

from DarleN Hartley's explanati.on at the Kci Road meeting that 

"'it must be carefully borne :i.n mind that tbe ultimate success 

o:f such a movement as .ours must depend on the counting of 

beads, and anytb:i.ng which broadens the basis upon wbioh we 
. . . (44) 

appeal to our fellow Colonials muat be of immense advantage". 

:Before the ma:i.n meeting took place on Mt-1rch 28th, 
' 

the Kei.Road Committee, three delegates from East to.ndon, 

and three press .representativee consider.ed a programme which 

the East LOndon leaders had dra~n up. <45> ~he prQgramrne of 

principles fib3 ch was su,bsequently adopted was baaed ,mainly 

on 1the East LOndon programme. 

~he "f:trst objectsf' of the Loyal Colonial .}.teague 

stated:-

"1. this League affirms rnost strongly its unalterable 

lo;alty to the Brititb Crown, ana binds itself to resist to 

the utmost any attempts that mar be made to weaken the 

conneet~i.on l.)etween ,this colonr and the t!other Cotlntry, or to 

reduce British influence- in .South Africa seDerally. 

2. It affirms that the true pri.nciples of Responsible 

Government demand : (a) That every elector should regard it 

as a dutt to put aside the persO'Mlity ot indivi.dual poli.­

tic:iane, and to g:i.ve his vote only to such candidates for 

Parl:i.amentary honours as may be in aocor4 wi tb his ovm poli­

tical pr:i.ncipl.ee. (b) That the .Ministry of the COlC)nJ should 

'be composed of men 11bo are at one. on all broad leg:i.elati.ve 

. (43} .filidland News, 28 May 1896 .. 
(44~ Eas\ .l.Qndon Dts,patch, l Apri.l 1896 
(45) Oape Merourz, 31 March 1896 
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questionlh (c) That :i:t ta a ·miscbi.evous principle for any body 

o.:f politi.ciana to d:Jctate .. tb·e .legislati.ve, poli.oy of the 

country .VI:i. thout nesuming i.n the per eon of its leaders tbe 

responsibil:i..tJ of carrying that policy into effeot .• 

So fhat th~ League will exercise a. health irlt.lueno·e 

at all elections fo.r members of Parliament in te.vour of .suob 

candi.dates as are in accord with its principles aDd elected by· 

it9 attd :i.te members pledg·e themselves not to oppose tbe League 

4. fbat the executi.ve ·of the League sball constst ot a 

presiaent and secretary, who shall be chosen annually by • 

congress composed of. tflo delegates from. aa'cJh branch of the 

teague. 

5. That Qll members should aign a declaration of prin­

ciples • and par a small annual subsQript:ton to the funds. 

6. ~hatat'ter branches have been established, members 

can only be adm:ttted by bej.ng proposed and secoD<led& and elected 

by a mjori:ty of the members present at any ineet:tngn.C46} 

·fhe Utpl Colonial League, li.ke the S.A.P•A•, desi.red 

to see the in:troduction of ,true Responsible Goil'ernment :in the 

Colony eo that it sbould seem strahge at first glance that the 

toundere of the League delH)eretely set about form:ing a separate 

assoo).ation. ~he:l.r reason for doing eo, bQwever, 'becomes clear 

•ben the activities of the S.A.P.A. frf>tn the 4ate Of ;;its !mugu­

ration until JanuarJ 1896 are examined. 

During 1895 the S.A .• P.A. bad agi.tate!df against the 

increase o:f the du'ti.es on imported grain.. In January· 1896 the 

Cape Mercury could report that •the aseociation lately :formed 

in Cape fown, and of v;hich there is a 'branch in KingvUlliam~town, 
(47) 

bas not been. favoured with an over-\1belm1,.g amount of ·supportn. 

(46} ~ 2:imee, 4 April 1896 
(47) Cape Mercury, 21 January 1896 
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fbe .reason given for thts was that the. Jond pol:i.cy ·of pro­

tection had the support ·Of the entire .asr:icult~al popula.tiont 

even "farmers of English descentn were stated to favour th$ 

sentiments of the Bond. on tb:i.e :tssue. <4.8) ~he Promoters of. tbe . . ' .. · . 

. League movement, vrho fiere drawn from the farming commu_n:tty :1n 
F o > ' • ; ' • ' • ' 

the Borcler, di.str:i.cts • were obv:i.·ously not likely to sy~npath1.se 

Vii'th :an Aseociatj o~ wh~ee ma:i.D a.ct:i:vi.t~.es in the ~st montbs 

were devote,d. to agitating for a retlu.ct:ion on the duties of 

foal stuffs. In fact that Farmers • congress at Dortb:ecbt had 
t 'j J ! 'I • 

apparently not even discussed the letter received from the 
' 1 . t ;, ~ • 

S.A.P.A. 11 invit:i.ng co-operatj .. on in their .efforts. to ob.tain a: 

reduction of the duty aa;i rat~~ on graian.(49) . 

. But thi.e was not the only reason tor the formation of a 

separate political organisation by Englith ... speakill5 oolon:tste. 
j • ~ ' ., ; . 

·The S.A.l?.A. Had gtven no· indication after the Raid that it 

. srmpathised \d.th the Ujtl.ander cauao. O.n January 4th J.Wallis_ 

.Blinkhorn had wrttten to the 9ape fimes aeld.ng "Ylhat is the 

S.A .P. Association d.o:i .. ng in the presen-t crisis? Surely tru.tt 

association, if it is true to itself, $YJDpathiaeo v;i tb the de­

mands of the 9\litlanders'.?" He called on tho Execu.t:lve Comm:i:ttee 

·Of the .S.A.P .• A. to arrange a meet:i.ng of members to pass ".reso­

lutions supportlng t"t1e •u:ttlanders', "as the B·ond :ha4 not been 

slow to do ana suppor-t the Krugeritesn, (50) but no act~on •an 

taketl. To the Fronti.·er farme.re who f·elt that th~ ·ft$tter, wb:ich 

waa most ~·important and uppermost .i'n all their miftds, v1,z. tbe 

SUJ?remacy of Br~ t:i.sb interest :i.n .south Africa", (5l)the S .A,P.A .• 

had siven no lead. They therefore took the initiat1ve and 

tormed their o11n organ.isation • 

. (48) l.bid •• 
(49) Cape W1mes, 22 FebruBry 1896 
(SO) Q~I!~ TJme$.L 4 JanuarN 1896. 
(51) Caee Mercury, 24 rt.arch 1896. 
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. !fhe LONal Golonial League was .essentially the creation 

of British colonista on the Frontj .. er who were :i.noensed by the 

events \'lbic:h had followed on tbe Jatneoon Raid, wbj.ls the . ' 

s.A.P.l;. appeared to be content to ignore the. evetJt and pursue 

.its ob3$et · o:t promu~ating politi.oal imQ11l$dge in order to 

promote the adoption of lfberal mea.su:roa . in Colonial pol1.tics • 

. Orie encouragj.rag feature, boweve.r, was discernible· 

ih the· objects wb:t~.b .the Loya'l. Colonial Laagu$ embodied :i.n 

its ConBti.tution., namelu the. dacieion to str:i.ve to 3.ntroduce 

pure party government in the· Colony. the Farmers oa the 

Ftont:i.(:)l' bad come to appreciate the fact tbat tha !orut minor:i.ty 
• • . ' ! 

wielded power in Parl'i.ament becatlsE:l their representatives, 

.as.well'~s otner non-Bondsmen, bad been prepared to give 
• • J ' I I ' 

their votes· to ,Government 1.\:ills in order to obta1.n favours 

tor ttuhr constituenci,es .•. tbeilt" dec1,ei.on to oppose 'tbis 

pract:i.ee indicated that provided they· could iron out their 

differences 11.1 th tne S .A .P ;A. ~n Other :i,s sues, the prospect of 

a ltitional. politi.cal party being formed .:ln the Cape Colony 

wae dec,.dedlN ta.vourab.le .. 

(ij,) 
! ; i • 

ln t'he week following on the Gove:r:nor•s acceptance of 

Rhodes' l"&aignation, Sprj,gg "with Hofmeyr.':s assistance, struggled 

to fol'm a. ra.inistry". (52) Ho.fmeyr had declined to take of':f'i.oe 

and Chief Juatic.e de Villiertr, in response to requests from many 

colonists, including ••saste.rn Prov:i.rtoe pol:tticialle" Offered to 

form a tJ.I,.nistry nj_f Mo:fmeyr, and fail:iJ·ag htm Sprigg1 were unable 

to form a Cabinet". (S3) Sprigg, how.ever; succeeded in getting 

togethe.r a M:i n:i stry composed of himself as Premier aud Treaeu.rer, 
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Upi.ngton (A'tto.r.neJ-General) t Sivewrigbt (Oommissionsr), Te 

Water (Colonial secretary) and P~H.Faure (SecretarN for 

Agrj.(lulture) .• (54 ) 

limes describes this "stop-gap administration~· as 

' .conta'iniDg three nominal Bondsmen •, Te Water,· Siv<mrigbt 

am' Faur!e - of which only fe Water wr1s a ;;flofmeyr ,man'~• for 

si.~ewrigbt ·atld ·Faure "srmpa>tbisea with RhodssH f55) once · 

aga:S.rt a Bond supported t~:i.nistrJ 'flaG i.n Off :tee ~ana Vie . fi.nd 

Cl~on~rigbt-S.chrei.ner sts:t:i.ng at the Farmers v · doragress at 

llor4recbt in February that be· thought ''a Min).et:ry sbou.ld be 

tbe mouthpiece o:t a party, giving expression_. to the :Qp:Ut:i.one 

of that party" • ,The ~h:ird Sp:c~gg Ministl~y d:id not fulfii 

t'bcse ccu\diticns and· he maintained that the Boridt as the most 

· power.ful body in Parl:i: ament', should have taken tb~ reins Vtitb 

· liofros~ as leader., (56) 
' ' 

Before Parliament met in &1ay, it was to become obvious 

· t:i.rst that the Innes-lfferr:i.man·...Sauer alliance· :i.n Parli.Gment 

waa disintegrating; secondly th4t the Innes group would not 

~ prapa:red to support tbe nefi Spr:tsg Mj.rti stry; thirdly that 

· . the l3onc.'i t~ould ·not give Rhodes political support for hi.s public 

carc:.\er Vibiob he had stri'1'1•ed at Kimberleg on January lOth was 

it juet begimungn, (57) unless." be disuoc:lated himself trom the 

Raid. Vlalker< 58> and Hofmeyr (59)bave stated tbilt after 
. t . 

tb·e Raid, l~erriman and .Sauer, who had hitherto been anti-Bond •. 

came to oNtupatbise with this asaoc:i.at:i on .and steadily .moved 

tovoards a 1torking alliance lrith the Bond". As the Bond was 

a partN to the coal1 tion Government which Sprtgg bad formed, 

it followed that tbe:r1e former leaders ot the Opposition, 

would be prepared to support .• the Third Spr:J.gg PA11ni.atrv •. 

(54) H.ofmeyr. op. cit., p. :;os 
(5?1- )lose Innes, op. cit .. , P~o 138 .. 

· (56) paP,! Tj,.mes, 24 February 1896 
. (57) Micbellt op. c:t.t., .Po 27So 
{59} Walker L. de V •. , p.. 267 

Walker, w .P '\s., .P• 77. 
(59), liofmeyrt op •. cit. t P• 509. 

·, 

' 



lMes, however,. bad to be·. persuaded ·to do the same und 

.()n March 6th Merriman wrote to bttn stating tbat inere wets "a 

reasonable PJ'OSpect of succeed:i.¥Ji in forming on intelli.gi.ble 

lines, a government that. might oarrr into effeat. mu.cb .useful • 

Y~ork"•· .He, Innes and Sauer ba:d for yoars been 0Pl10siq Rhodes, 

be went on to say, because they t·bougllt "b:i. a metbod.s .corrupt 

anti likelN to debauch and demoralise publ:ic ll:fe" · aftd their 

~orst predlcti.ons .bad been veri.fl.od by recent events. Bo• that 

Rhoa~es \las no . ~cnger ip power :tn tbG. Cape House; ·tbere seemed to 

be ••a chE!nce of 111 nning back pow.e:r to Parliament alld of sbowing 

r that :tmgli shmen and .:Dutobmel'l can th:"!.llk alike on broad general 
. ·) 

\ 

' pr.incd.ples'·. Merriman therofo.re appealed to Innes not to allow 

tspe~so.nal di~li kes to i.nter:f.ere with . thi e. great a.1mtt by deserting 

the:il' nlittl6.party· alld forming a sepattate .group. l:f Innes was 
! • ' ' • • ' • 

intend on forming his party. tl.err:i:nr.:!n felt an ubglieb party 

would ·bf.,\ formed am this would result :in ·"a recrude.ecence of 

Doerdom \11ith all its prejudi.ces accentuated and an enormous 

increase of power aad influence to tbe RepubliCS"•· (60) 

NoV~ 1t does seem .probable tbat .tbe leadert:a cf the S .A .P .A. 

after the Ra:'Ld bad disc.usued the subject at ·BUPl,C'U:'t for tbe 
' ' 

Sprigg Ministry for a meeting of the :beeu.t:i.ve oonwi ttee was 
' . 

· · reported to nave "taken place befOr·e faerr:lnan wrote. •to lanes :Ua 

March. (6l) ~he quest:i.on •as however not publicl,y ai:red tben 9 

bu.t. in the light of ~a letter Innes rece:ive,d from ltiebard Solomon 

in replJ to his o•n ,<62 ) it must be aOQcluded that the S .A. P.A. 

Px'esid·~nt bad sounded the members present at the tte E"Jt1ng ae to 

' the future pol:icy of the Assooiat'.ion., 

Innes probably announced bi.a des~l.:re to puraua the 
' 

ob3ect ·of forming a, prog.J"o.s.s,ive .ana l-iberal politi.C:.ll partN \1hich 

tl()uld :form part of the. Oppo,si tio.n in Parliament.. It :then became 

----------------~----------------------------------------
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neaeasarSI for laDes to ascertain the views of b:i e supporter.s 
. . . . ' . . (6,) 

ana Solo~t>On' e repl;r oe.r:ce back "i()u may rell on rng soing si tn voun: 

Judging bi rterr:i man• s letter to Iru1es in M!\r:cb, 5 t must 

be conclutl~tl that tbe latter wac ~.ntont on forming tbo neVJ 

partv, concerl'lir:tg vtb1cb there bad been talk in tho months irnm&• · 

4ltJ~te1y prece<I:ttag tbe Ra:l ~;,. lD~r:tng the .Ptllrl:t:lmontevy sese:!.on 

ot 1896.1 tbj s party matle its d&bu.to <64) 

~itb reG~ar4 to lhod~s~- be hail not 'eoS.gned his seat .1n 

~rli.ament." and accor-ding 1:o a ·IPi>Eieh be made at It.irnberley on 

Jsn~·rJ lOth, he bad no tl1ought of ret1.ring ft¥Oin public lS,fe. 

"!rhero is an ta.ea abroad" he etatecl, ·"tbat nw publio oareer 

bus come to an end. _On the eontrarg1 I tb;.nk it lc 3ust 

beg1DniDfh ana 1 bsve a f1.r.m bcliaf that l shall 1~-ve to do 

useful work fo~ tbis countryn c. ( 65-) S:ii1Cs lOB5 h:i.s pr:trnarg 

obj·ea'ti h~td been ";a tJn:Ltod South Africa, but as G pQl'tJ,on of 

the British F.impire" and_ though the attair.unont of tbi s object 

-bad suft'eretl a oet-baclt 'beoauaa of the preo:i.pitancy of the 

Rait.1 and the unpreparedness of the Ratta, Rhoden obviouslv bud 

no intention of abandoning h1.s sohemo. 

lt was soon to become cleur to Rhodec thtrt he would 

not have the support of the Afrikaner Bond u:befl bo took up the 

threrJcle .of hi a ecbeme .for a Uni tad South Africa. ~be Bond 

Oongreea at Durgherndorp in I.tlrob 1896 unanimousl.J carr)eci a 

re.eoluti on moved bi A4v .r .s • ~tllan am saco.ndoo b¥ tno Rev. s .J .. 

· 4u ~o:it, to the e:fteot that unless Rhodes pursed bim.CJelf of all 

knowledge ot the plot ana of tavouring tbe conspiracJ and pro­

tecting tho leaders, :i:t would be impossible for tbo Na:t:s ona.l 

Afrikander Party to aork 'fl~,th h:i.m on p,>litical s,rounas. <66) 

Rhodes had refused to rapudiai;o Jameaont o conducrt 

.,hen urgeli to do so by Hofmesr(67) nm Scbre:tner. <68) 
11"5l iEi?i:- d 

(64) Ude 1JlfFJl . 
(65) NiObell, op. c:i.t., p. 279. 
(66) SottjJ Af£1-Cf.\• 21 fiiw.rch 1896, p~ 712 
(67) Ho:fmeyr, op .. ojt., PP• 499...1",01. 

(6B) Walker, Yl.P.S., P• 73. 
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Their· entreat:l.es bad f.a:tled t·o elicit from Rhode~ tbe v_ery 

statement tthich the Bond demanded ·thre.e montho lntar •. 

· · lf Rhodes .was stj:ll Cl~terut:Uu~d tbat "tba. base in · . . . . 

Afri:oan fer a Federal A$S~Jt1bl'N 01' fo:r tbe deV~lopmG~t of. Afrj ca.,-
• ' , • . • • ' '.' : ·• .. - 'I ' ' . ·• • 

aith .1 :ts. J"ailWt3.Y ccnnmunicati~n .. , must .be. Oa.pe· ~Qwn, *·•'' (~9). it . · 
b.~h9V~d . 'birn to· ~ool:t els~l'fh('!~'e. for political . suppo:rt .. in the . 'Cape 

Par~j-~m~nt~ ~:; March 1~96 it bad·beeom~ el~~r .that tpe·:.LONal 

Oolonj.al League .,.i.th. its ·.dea:Idelllf p:ro~Jritj;sh ·cl~~e.ct~r:l'¥a~S 

ievelop~ .. ng in the F&.t$tel~r.a Prov:i.nce, but ~t: that st~ge .. Rb~es 
' I • , •, '•'· , ' •' • 

wa\9 doing ev~rytbing .in hi .. s po~er: to. p~otect th$ 1Cl'la~t,.r (?0 lana 
l • • , •• ' - . ' . ·, • • • : ' • 

lat~r to suppfees t:t· reb~ll:Lon in: tlatabelelaril<l' '(7l) . ,.VIt;leit ~t ;the 
.. . . ' . . . . 

en~t -of 1896 be Via a· tr.ee to devote bie attont.i.on to ·tne . Un~ ted· .. 
! .• ' ' .. . \ ' . . . ' . ' . 

ae~ly p:ro•Rhodei:l. S.ti c1wraa1ier •... Indeeth 1~ .. seeil)s like+f that 

s.om~ approach from this qvar·ter ha-4 beell m4e to B.b()@.es as .early 

as Apr:i~l 1096 for Michel~ re.lates n :tn v~e• of .the ~pproa·ohing 

opef41'lg o;f:, th,e ·:Cap,e ;rarliament. on '30th. Ap:r11,. fre$b .ett·ernpts 

\'u;~e. l'lOVi YMd~ ·to 3rnt'h.1ce Rbo(Aes, to re·turn to. poJ.3 .. ti¢s•• .·-<7?>.. One 

f!ittflu.el:'ltiel te~egram'~ app~lea to Rhodes to be p·r~serat. •~at the 

ope~ing of Parliament, .or at;J. sQon as possi~le .after•- lt y,o~ be 

pr~sent. you can relv on e~pport of all your. fr:ienda, -as .well. as 

.a la.rg• Dumber:. of. W$''terers, . and those. at .pre$ent Ul\f$vourab1N 
' . . . . . (73} dl.$posed to;_ you.......... _. : 

(1:ti) 

When Parli:s.\ment met on Aptll 30th, Onli two Of ~he three 

pOlitical cu;sociatfons or .English-speaking ·oolonit.tts t~ere repre.­

sentE;tl in. tho, liouse, .fOl' as ·p;! ~ it WaS JiOt clear VlilO the ·rcpre­

een:.tatives of tbe Loyal Colona.l teague in the ASS$m'blN were. 
li§)"'vina'e:&:.: op. ci.i.·; p.u40g 0 

• oleO" O I Oo • ., I·: .... --"' • ' . 

. (70). J:u·~n ae:r ¥«H~l~ ?fbeuJa~D.,.,Ra:id, P• 156 
(71) w.~.lllams, opfj cnt., P·•· 27 . . 
(72) }jiob_··_el_l, op. c1.t. • p. 281. 
(73) Ibid.. ., . 
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fhe Central :rarme:rs • Aosoe:l.atH»n t~as . represented; bu Brabantj 
. ·. ·. . . (74) 

Palmer atd .VJarren; tbe S.A.l?.A. by ltmes a~d ·probabl-y others~ 

' . ln t.1arcb ·sat1er had 1'1t65,gned as tender of. tbe ·oppo- . 

. ~iticn "_desir:i .. ng·greate:r l:i.:berty of uat:i.on;AJts>>anq J..tibecame·. ,. 

Aeeessary to · aboo~e- a e:uoceS£-Hlr. fhe PF-£1 ~tmat re;por:te'd that 

·Q -me~ti.rig Of:. members of thf! .parliamant.ary ·QppOSit~.Ofl; was .· . ·. 

ache(!uled 'tO ·take .place on ;AprS.l 2nd ·to elect a ·leader :and 

cor.tf:i.dently stated tha.t· the Oppoeition 1'no• · compriaes·t~tessra. 

Xnnes, .. Merri·man, srouta, !aropli1't; litf.l:Y; Berry,· :Beard, 'Brown,'·: 
' i 

.J.f.r~.olt~n.o and ·J.·C.i~olteno'",· ·'l:he ob~u.icee ·ot·tiGt'li.mn•e elee-

tio.n to· tbe leader:abi.p were t:t.aifl to 'be hope.fttl'~ (76-) · · 

But Merriman ·twas . :i .. ntent on '1 becomtr¥?; an Independent 

membe . .rl! <~7 ) and.· the· vacancy caused by fJauEl:r 's .rebi.gl'f'ation eat:f 

110t tilled unt) i uay ·l2tbt VAbt'lll:1 :r.nnes agreed· to lead '·the 

0. . .1· .,. .... (78) tn A~. ; ... t ... ,,., · rt "-' "b. 4> 'tl !ft ·. ppos ,vl.O:Q• ..,v;o ~ys .x; e~ ;:.u 'Wtl$ repO eu ~·a" ae'r-.Jt 

Smutst Jones, lleard, Brown, Wiener, Hu-tton, lta.~t '~amplln·and 

J .~.MOlteno had '' :fotmally pl'dseel "&bernselves- tQ follOVJ their 

le~der11 • (79) No sooner had· Innes eccepted the Ltmde1·sbtp of 

the Oppc.u.:;1tj.cn "than "dlotber group, known ae tbe .f:ron'tier partN" 

was reported tc bave ·made "overtu.res of amalge.Jraticn'' .(OO)fhis 

Frontier Party cons1eted of.Bl'aba'nt, Cros'bte, Douglass, f•E• 

Fuller, Lawrence, LOgan, Orpe.n, Palmer, ·Saherrnbruoker, ·Vlarren, 

~hornpson, Wood and ·VJeil, aQd b:Qugbi the Opposition strength 

up to 24. 'fhe Midland Je~§ 1 bcuever, predicted tha't ll ot·ber 

·members were e:xpected to eesooi.ate t'bemselves "moro or less 

R<ttivolr with the reconstituted 0ppos$.t1~on·: am, . .ltsted Merriman • 

J .o .. ~e>ltettc:>t Froat, I.aing, ftJe .. n, sm~rtt; ~obErtson, Pearson, 

Barris and llar.nato -;o substatatta.te tbie ataterncntt (Sl) 

(74). Brown, H<~ ,.·Hutton, J .~.Molteno-"iiild ·s~v.t$-·;.,¢re present at­
S"A .P .. .t). !':eotittgs :Ul Octcbet• aid November 1895 and durH1g 
tbe 1696 session they became members of the·Li'beral .Party 

. tthi,:b bad lllllen as its lt-Jader. Vide ·infrr::L. 
(75) !:1i!},lanel Ne .. v-:§, 31 b1arch 1896 -
(76) 9nrte .. ~~;m,!!, ·l Apr:i.l 1896 . . 
(77) J .• Rose J.nn~~ to J .x .Merriman, 15 prj.l 1896 (M.P.) 
(78) lllidltASd. Nc:rt~, 12 May lB96 
(79) .If1idlantl New&, 14 MaN 1896 
(P..O}. £!pe W!mes articlo quoted by M:idland News 14 May 1896 
(81), Midland Hews, 14 May 1896 
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~his .lett Sauer . of the old ()pp.os1 tion and . Sebreiner 

su.pport.t.ng the Government in comp~ ·witb . the Bond . mem.be:rs of 

r • ......... · · . Parltament. . ,It. soon became clear th.'lt Schreiner :nwas· ·to 

l_ ' 

; . 

· ~olfnnan~ ~he. Bo~d part,-:~ ~he, ,llouse·~t(S2). ana ~~o .1-n the ~1n, 
. .• ' • • • • • • •• . • ' • t 

..... Govet~ent an~ ~posit·~on .itere divJ.ae·d o:n. racia111nes. 
. ~ ~. . ' . . . . ' . ' ' - . . . . . . ' ' 

: ·'' .., ' ·: · : Whtle the Oppos'lt'ion ~p,pea.r,ed to . con~.ain ·tbr.e·e groups,. 

·· ·· · · ··.lnne·~l .states :·<~J.jthat.· :he:ha.d ··~aec~pted ··the··nonolri.·,or leading 

''• . ,· 

. . ' . . ' . 
I. ·• .. ' . . . • . ,. ' ... - ··_. '_ . '" ...... ' . .. . . - ... _ - . '. 

· the .. little· ·.mot ot . Ltberal..s: \'lho• · comp~sed. the · :6f'£1e:ial . Oppo ... 
. . ' ' . . . 

. . . " . 
:tor :.1\hod-e~ . and .¢~Memnat1on·:;ot ·his .tat~ st. methods,. yet ·unable 

·to :eoal;e·scEJi with. t~ Bona~,., sat_ .loosely upon the Opposition 

benche.s.n (81+) Tlu:; U.ber.aJ. ·:Party in Par.l1~erit thus eame into 
• ,_ .• l. 

existence and 't4e find. ·Cronw.1ght...S'cbrelner' eome~t:ing on "the 

backing :of tell 'soUdt~· it1b:ich the SAaiLe .. ~T!mes g~y.e .Inne,s •. He .felt 
' - ' . . . . . 

that this S\tpport was, nqntt~ enough to't Q nucleu:st,~specia.lly 
I • • . : . , , • • . . 

· ·. · as far as ,I <:an see, that. they .are. gOPd ~ependable men. OUr 

. :· >: st:ren,gth lte·s: .not 1n numbe1s tcr start ;td.:th. . ¥our .. acceptance 

·of the· J.eadership -or rather this• nueleus ot the party I have 

long de.S:ired ·onder you ..... :is the most' "hopeful' thing that bas 

happened :tor ·.many· .a. oar" • (8~) 

'82) Bose Innes,. op •. . ci:~.,. _p.l39· . 
. · . 'Bofmey:rJ: op. c!·t.~ p •. 51? .•. 

·· -. · ·: (8'3) :Innes., op. ·.cit~~,, PPo ·138....,9. . . .· . . 
·J81+) Innes errs 1ft stating that tb.e •progressive• see·tion met 

. · under the chairlllanship of. 9:.-E .• Fuller, tor he quotesc as his 
S011i''•ce .o£ .tnf.orma:tio:n F.u~ler's statement.·Qn p.J;65. of bi.s book 

·on Rhode:s.. The> refel"ence there was to meeting.s held soon 
. after Rhodes assum~d offiee in 1890. . · .. 
· ····Then too ther.e ·ts Ho~me:rr•s statement (op. cit ••. P .. 5l;) 
·that 1n: the .se·ssion of 1896,. the Progressives "ec:m.sisted ·of a 

.. 'varie·ty ·of elementS.t all bound to.g.eth&? by the common band cOf · 
. . al~eg.ianee to Mr. Rhodes •.. · ~he .~hief ,of these '\'lere the Loyal 
· ·.· Colonial. League., •.• ,..:• • ana·. the. South Afr~an ~ol1tical Assoeia• 

.··· Hon, •.•• n Pi:l'st>, 1t was. not: cle~ litho tne .r:epre~entatives of 
· · the Loyal Colonial. League· .. were :in.· • Parl..· .lament 1il ·J..' 8?6i .secondly,, 
• as _.Z"ega~ds. th~ 0 eommon })and of: allegiance to .Hr:.-. ,Rnooes~, the 

.,uneomplalttentary :refel•tmees J>Y. Innes as President o:f the 
· ~.A.?.Jt. ·to libOUes early .. ttl .. 189,5.,. wet"E.'- obv!ous]Jr··un~own to 

· 1iotmeyr . '\vhen. he . made . ~s statement. · · · · 
.. ;(,8;.} . .s,.C:.Cl."onwr1ght-S'(.!t.re,1ner to . J. Rose Innes, 17 r:my 1896. 

(R.I .F,.J. . ' 
;, . . '' ) 



fhe rae" Cabinet soon showed tbat it ht1d no policg 

conoern11l8 tbe Rai<1 and tbo\~Sl ira the speech from tbe. fbrone. 

the incursion VIas formlly condemned alld 'the hope oxpres;aed 

that Her r~jestr•s Government uould prevent a recurience1 no 

reterence •as made 'to "the .responsibl.li.tr of tbo Chartered 

oompanr, or i.ts mam.gi.ftl director" 0 in fact the GovorDment 

~de nno concrete proposals of any kindn.<86) 

On f~J 4'tb• therefo2:'e, rterrimaa gave notice ot a 

motion n,fbat in the opi.nio.n of 'thi"s House~ •. the ~xt.~rci se of 

sovere:itjn rights bN a trad:iag .and .financial comp::arw .epcb as 

tbe Dr1 t1sb south . Afr 1 oa Companr, is not collsS .. stent !W!i tb the 

peace aDd pt .. osperitJ ot south Africa.; that Her r:saeety ·the 

QUeen .lie requestea by respectful address to take the matter 

illto bur gractous co.no:i deration, arut bJ the revo.cation or 

alterati.on of the Cbarter sra.ntc4 t<> tho eajd companr, to 

nake suob provisi.on for the government of the ~er.ritol'J com­

prised therein ao >lmlJ t8 bcr SC)IOO\ d.OOitable".• (6'1) lebrei,ner 

®Yea an ~mcnt to tbit'l motion es,pesai:DB .J'O{trct 11lt the 

Ro1d am asktm that a Select COI'm!ti:ttoo ot eevm matribere be, 

appotnted to -inqui.re -1:a1lo ·1ts CJr:igla atl4 cbaraotor.,(nS) A 

further amentlment was moved bN Innes expreaeim tbo bope tba t 

stops ttould be taken in t'be South AtricoD Ropublio ntouarie 

'the favourable ooDsi.deration of anr lesit1.nate gi.evaneea of 
. ' 

the populat:lon wb1cb ha4 settled in that State .from tbe cepe 

Colon¥ and elsewhere, as mi.gbt oonduoo to the p$Qoa, un:ttr 

and welfare of South Afr:ica•" (S9) 

It thua became apparent •bat d:i.~fe:rences Of Opinion 

between rterr1.man Bnd Innes bad pl'eventoo tbem ~rom .mt)i.nta:inins 

tbei.r a~lianoe in Parl:lEiment. ttb&reas r::erriman 4ennmea· 
- " - - ~ 

8 Rose .J.nnes, op. cit., P• 139 
87) Sl&E' ftape¥l~• l896Jil Po9 

(88) lbi·do ., P• 52 
(89) Ibid., P• 72. 
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the revocat:i.on. or alteration of the Charter and .:ignored the 

question of Uttlander gr).evances. lnnea tocust~ed attent:ton on 

the t1legitimate ·grievances of the Uitlander popu..lntion" .. , w~i.cb· 

he considered to be "the root of tbe trouble, the existenc~ of 

wb1.ch •as a rnenace to t,be peace of South .Afri.ca,u (90) 

In t.he debate ·on the Charter .and the Ra:ld, t:.1err:iman . . ' ' 

.sta·ted that .Rhodes .bad played ~'a large atld important parflr i.e 

the conspj.racJ. llhe npi.ratical attru::k11 upon a nei.gbbouri.ng 
. ' ' 

State was co~emned and the Chartered aompa.n,y - the p:rtno:ipal 

culprits .... bad to be punished~(9l) Sobr·e1Der; while agreei.ng 

!ii th nearly all .Mer x-i. man bad selid, .felt tbat: it t~aa the prov;ibce 

of 1t~r itajest;v•s Government trto determine the future destirlJ' 

and .f':lture posit). on of the Chartered aompaJlY" • He eartted a 

"fuller and more complete investigation than bad ret been 

possible" and therefore proposed the appointment Of a Select 

Oomm:i.ttee to enqu.i.re into the ci.rcumstanoes as affecting the 

Cape Oolon1.<92> Innes, \1bile condemning tbe Raid and the part . 
Pl:aYed by certain of tbe Chartered Companr• s lhrector:s and 

officials • felt that a judic.ial enquiry aas •anted in tbe 

pre.sent circumstances. ·zn this way the matter would 'be more 

effectivelN dealt ~itb fo.r a Parliamentary inquiru would not 

provide the solution to the problem confronting the future. 

'Of the country. ( 93) 

lr1erriman•s motion was defeated by 60 votes to· 11, only 

A.s. du Plessts, Klern, ,Mt::tra:.ts, ~1erriman1 Sauer, Van der VJner, 

Van der Walt, Van Zyl, Van Ylyk11. Joubert and J .f.MOl:teno voting 

tor it,. (94) Innes • amendment 11ae supported by 28 members, na.mely 

Abrabamson, »eard , Berry, Brabant, 
(90)- Rose Irmes, op. ci1., p.l4l. 
(91) 9!£!. UMs@rd; 1896, P• eo. ' 
(92) lbid~q P• 69 ·. 
(9l) Ibid. t P• 97. . 
(94) Ibid. PP• 194•195. 

Brown. Crosbie, Douglass. 
. ' . -

I 
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Frost, Fuller, Hay, Hutton, Innes, Jones, l4j.ng, J..awrence, 

IDgan, Barton, Palmer, Robertson, RJB.il, S~hermbruoker, Smuts; 

~amplin, Thompson, l~rren, leil, ~einer and Wood. (95)Schreiner•e 

.amendment was then· adopted· without di.viaion. (96) 

On the important question of the Ra:idt it was revealed 

that J.T.Molteno of the· tjberal Party had supported Merriman, 

while the Fron-tier PaX'tJ bad voted solidlJ for Innes• amendment. 

In addition, Abrahamson, Frost, Il.ling, Robertson, Bya.n and 

Norton wbo, according to the MidlaJ!! ftewst belonged to neither 

tbe Liberal group nor the Prottt:i.er Party, bad ranged themselves 

on Innes• side durjng the division. 

On MaJ 29th the Speaker appo;lnted a Committee consisting 

of Upington, Innes, Du To)t, Merriman, Schreiner, Jones and 

Fuller "to inquire into the circumstances as affecting this 
' colony in connection wi.th the preparations for and carrying 

out of the recent armed inroad into the territory of the South 

African Republic.'· (97) 

During this sessjon, Puller moved a resolution that 

the recommendations adopted b7 the House during MaN 1895, for 

an increase on the duty on 11hea-t, grain and flour •sbol.lld not 

be acted upon at the forthcoming Customs Conferences and 

furthermore, that a material reduction should be made on the 

present high dut:iee on the other necessaries of life. and that 

the Government be requested to give effect to this resolution 

at the said Cmtoms Union 00nferenoe".(9S) To this motion, 

A.S. du Plesei.s moved an ameDdment tbat the words "except such 

articles as are produced here" be added to the motion and in 

this form Fuller's motion was carried by 43 votes to 22. (99) 

(95) Itid., p. 195. 
(96} Ibid., P• 196. 
(97) lbid., P• 200. 
(98)lbi?·· p. 624. 
(99) lbJd., p. 6}2. 
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?!be Government, Liberal and Frontier membet·e and Saue~ :tnter 

al:ta bad voted solidly. for the moti.on agafnst the Iiond· partJ. 

Van d er wa.lt ·moved. that a Bill be introduced•to amend . . . . , -

the consti tut:i.on so as to gi.ve more satisfacti-on in the repre-
. . 

sentat:J.on .of the ·Colony, and especially so that .e"fiery fH~cal 

·divisi~~ be repre~ented as :far as posa:i'ble by a member."(lOO·) 

Xmee thereupon moved an amendme.nt ,;bich sought to omit all 

the word& ~fter ncolony· .. and this was agreed tD ·•:(lOl) 
' .. 

A Bill to amend the Scab Act, Nch ·20 of lS94t and make 

its pro'V'ie:i.o.na permissive,, was introduced bN van ;Zyl. (l92)fhe 
•' . ' 

second .reading, however, was nega~ives by 40 votes to 28, 

Merriman, Sauer and the rna3ori ty of the Bom party Oppoelng 
. . ; ' ' . . . . (103) 

tbe Government, Liberals, Frontier members and a tew JJonds.men • 

. Denied tbe aid of Rhodes, wbo during the 1895 session had 

effected a compromise between Progressives and Bond•men, 

van Zyl ttas unable to alter the exit~JtHlg scab Act. 

(1V) 

»ur:l.ng the Charter debate on MaN 15th, Sivewright 

stated that nthe rrontie.r, r.ightly or •rongly, ba4 got hold 
' 

of an idea that the ulti.mate view o:f an association like tbe 

Afrika.nder Bond was to establish a grand Afrikander natton 

south of the Zambesi. right down to Qa.pe Po:h'lt, 1eavi.ng the 

Xrnperial Government Simon•~ town as a port of call"• (l04) 

HOVi wbile these sentiments were not :re•ecboed ita tho reports on 

the first Loyal Colonial League Congress• i.t nevertheless 

became abundantly clear thUl that the ·ob3ects ot the Afrikander 

Bond we.re incoJDpatible with tbose of the League. 
~ ,, . 
·on &aJ 26th this Congress opened at Queenstown. lt was 

attendea·br delegates representing East LOndon, Fort Jaokson, .- -- - .- - .. -' - f . -r-· ' , .. __ .. 
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Kingw·illiamstown,. Fort Beauf·ort, Kei Road 1 hankfort• Stutter­

heirn; Queenstown, Whittlesea, Molteno,. Darkly Etlst,. Keiskamrra-
• • • j. 

'f.glden, Bolotwa, Kimber.ley,. Beaconsf:teld, Herbert,. Vryburg .. 

and Komgha. (i05) 'l!he r.epresentati V9S . from the Border district~ 
' ' ' . 

•ere olea.rly the ·predominant· group at .tbis Cof.lgress.,. In• 

addition: two delegates .from the Port Elizabeth Political Aosocj.a­

tion and one :from the O~pe Town s.A.P .. A. were preaent.<106) 
' 

Darley Hartley was voted to the chair t A .J •. Fuller 
l 

appointed .secretary and Wigg:i.ne aae:Lstant secretary .• , :After 
'· . 

relating the development of the Loyal Colonial .League, the 
' .. 

' . 

Cha:i.rman stated that the supremacy Of Great Jritai.n 1tas l.lei.ng 

underlnined in the Colony, that be trusted tbe League wot.lld 

never be racial "in . the sense the Bond t~as" and that the poli. cy 

of the teague gener.ally, was · 11l:Uu~ral and prosreaelveh, ••• n 
I • ! 

fhe chief aim of tbe rnove.ment VIae "to bring abou.t party Govern­

ment and responaibili tyn .,. DarleN Hartley condemned the Spri.gg 
' ' (107) 

administration which 'las *'aimplr truckling to the 'rransvaalu, 

and in referring to the Chartered COmpany,. stated ·that he was 

i.n agreeme.nt · with those v.ho ·said that "if the Cape Parliament 

•ere to di·ctate as to tbe .admn:i,etrat:i.on of .Rbod$Sia, the Colopy 
. ' (108) 

should also di.ctate as to tbe a4minist.rati·on of the fransvasl". 

Merrimata•e motion concerning the revocation or alteration of 

tne Charter obviouslJ did not find favour with ·tho Chairman of 

the Loyal Colonial League, an att:itu<le which Congreas ttas later 

to support ·11boleheartedly •. F:i.nally , Darley Hertler JJtated that · 

Obamber.la~.n appeared to be under the impr.ese:ton "that public 

op1nS.on in the Colony 11as entirely .in support of the Pretori-a 

Government'' for he bad been given this impreseiQ.n 'DN Si.r 

(.105)_ :}1!~1land Ue'l!.~• 28 ftny 1896 
(106) lbido . · 
(107) Sprigg hacl I;C!fused to support Innes• amendment concer.ning 

the :red}:'ess. of l~g:ttimate Uitlander gr:i evances <luring tbe 
Ra:t.d an_d Ch~r:ter. debate. pape Hrmoar4, 1896, P• 103. 

(lOS) Midland· !!.!!• 28 ff.ay 1896. 
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Heroulea·Robiason, the Cape Goverftmerat, the Bond an4 Sir 

Jacobus· de Wet and :i.t was "for tbe League to J):i sa'buse ~~. 

Cbamberlaj.n•s Mi.nd of this idea"·. (l09) 
,. ) . 

Oongresa ·then proceeded to dea.l T~ith 1ts agenda. It 

•a·o decided to consi.4er the constitut:ion i·n Committee and once 

ibis was done,· it ttas aoopted. · ifhe Mid:lat¥1 .fteVJs 11ta!ob gave 

the full report·o:t the Cohgreos proceedings did not rneal 

the min· poi.nts of this· conetituti.-on, \lbicb· was stated to 

cover sixteen type-written pages. but 11e do·know \"ibat the 
\ 

· provisions concerning electoral procedure· wer(u . "So soon as 

·the district Chairman shall become aware of the p:ro·b~ble 

occurrence of a Ptarliarnentarr ·vacancy in the district", S.t 

t~as ·J.aid. down nhe shall forthwith surnmon the Electoral 

COrnmitt'Oe to meet at a conveni.ent pl::.1ce, and the Eleotoral 

committee shall deo:ide whether it shall (l) Abstain from 

electoral ,action.. (2) Advi.se the members o:t: the teague ae te~ 

voting. (l) Select a candidate or candidates. In any case 

:tts decision sball be · finai~·. (llO) 

fhe filidl.and Netta reported that l'fhe League has no\1 

. been cbr.istened ~be South African teague'~ (lll) and it 11as 

proba.blr in order to conform with the provieio.ns of tbe 

Constitution ·that Blackbeard was elected VJ.ce-pres1.dent, 

A.J .. Fuller, Secretary and treasurer and Whitaker~ Blaine and 

\?hi te 1iere elected as members of the Executive. .Further, 

five trustees of the politj.cal atld electoral fund Vdere 

appointed. 

Congress thereupon considered the reaClut:tone 

submitted by branches. lt was agreed ·tbat the customs duty 

· on the necessaries of life be reduced; an exciee ;On epirlts 

· be imposed. in tbe <,'Olony; railWaJs should be free from pol:l tica: 

control; any alteration of' the Scab Act be opposed and a lJill 

{iog) ""Ibid • 
(110) Ibid. 
(lll) Ibid. 

.--
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be introduced into the House of Assembly for a redistrSbution 

of seate. fhe suggestion of the Cape Town S.A.P.A.'s delegate 

that that Association's clause concerning the development of 

internal resources of the Colony was a4opted and Redmond Orpen 

then moved 'tb .. ,t 11the objects of the Africander Bond are incom.­

patible 11itb those of this Lea~ueu.(ll2 ) ~hie motion was 

carried and the question of the Charter then came up for con­

sideration. It •as resolved 'that Congress is Opposed to anr 

Abrogation of the Cbartm· being of opinion that Rhodesia 

would qui.cker develop under the CompanJ 1 s rule tban as a 

crown COlony, and (that) Congress send a •ire of sympathy 

to. f,1r .Rhodes". (ll3) ~his resolution thus reiterated the 

views expressed earll.er on by the Cofl8l'eSs Chairman, but the 

reference to Rhodes here is particularly signit.icant. 

The South African League (ll4 )4emonstrated, quite 

openly, its pro-Rhodes sympathies at a time Yiben certain docu­

ments showing the complicity of the Chartered Company and 

Rhodes in the Raid bad but recently been published by the 

Pretoria Government. (llS} 

It ia not revealed by tbe report of tbe South 

African League Congress why it was deemed necessary to express 

srmpathJ with Rhodes, but it may be deduced from the circum­

stances obtaining at the time this resolutjon was carried, 

tbat the South African League objected to the severe criticism 

of Rhodes duril'16 the Rai.d and Charter debate in the Cape House. 

At the time, it is true, Bhodes was very ably dealing with tbe 

Uatabele rising in the Rortb,(ll6)but the attack on the Charter 
...:.!-. appears to have been a weighted reason for expressing eympathy 

velth Rhodes than the difficulties he 11as being called upon to 
(ll2 j Ibid • 
(113) .Ibid. 
(114) Hereafter referred to as the S.A.League. 
(115) J~1dl;aP9, Hens, 2 May 1896 
(116) ruichell, op. cit., pp. 282-28'• 

'· 



deal with in the North. 

'!wo resolutions :nere JI!OVed coriQernins the relation• 

ship O,f the S •A .Leag~e an4 the S.>A .P.A. and t~ Oentral 

rar,mera• Aseooia~ion. fhe first exprtessed 4e$1i.re that tbe 
h • ~ • ' ' ' • • • 

. League. appr~ach :the C.a.pe ':f01Ul, .organisation "Wi tb a Vi ow of . . ' ' . ' . . . - . . 

amalgamationn (ll?)aDd the s(iicond tba~ ~be, ~.A. League nwork 

.in ,conjunQtion •1.th the Central Parmerst Aseooiat1.on". (llS) 

Botb wer~ adop.ted but .when it was $Ubsequently :proposed to 
. . . ' ' 

invite .In;nes ••to l~d their party i:-!1 ParliameJ'lt'', the e~airman 

ruled .. that t.bis was ,Uljfx:,a yi.rt.m• ~ll9) 

Ji'lu:t.lly Qongrees ~ealt wi~h subjects of Uitlander 

grievances a.n4 the Cape parliamentarr leadera. fbe League .• 

•bile .desirous of min~ining "friendlW and peaceful relations 

\lith neigbbouri~g e~1;estt, was s~ted ·to have observed vtith 

apprebensi.on "tbe unfrieruily and impossible atti·tu4e assumed 

\)y the ~ranevaal Government Ht dealing with iri·M.oh subjects 
. . (120} 
and Cape Colonists domiciled V~itbi.n tbeil' jurisdiction ••• ·" 

.. Concerning the parli.amer:rtary 'leaders, Orpen condemned them 

(and particularlr Sauer) for <trying to conciliate the .Afr:Utaner 

Eond • but when Fi.ncha~ pointed out that Innes could never be 
. (121) 

accused of trU:cklil'lg to tbe Bond~ his stat.eme$ trJas acclaimed. 

'llhese then 'fiere the subjeots dj, scussed by tbe first 

S.A.Loa.gue Oongrf!SS, which was reported to have been attended 

.·by delesatee representing -;,;oo members. 

lf Via no• compare·tbe essential charactor:istics of 

tbe ~.A.P.A. and the S.A.teasue, certain observations can be 

~de. On .issues such as tile. introduction of pure party govern­

ment into Colonial pol:i.tic·s0 . the exc:' se; the development of 

tht~ iraterna'l rf)sources of 1:h e .colony, Saab legislation and 

. increased parli .. a.mentary representation~ tl1e .S.A.League am tbe 

S.A.P.A. appear to bave been of one mind. 

Tii7) ~.4land Je11s, 28 ~; -1896 
(118) Ibid. - . 

j -·- -I t 'W 

(119) Ibid._ 
(120) Ibid. 
(121) lb.id. 
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. lt is even poas~ble 'that tbe question of tbe reduct:i.on 

e»:f ousto~s. duties, on the "nece,ssafies ·1:of. ltfett ahoulci be in­

cllldetl; in the. ,.al.)ove, list. for. the ,.1\tictlancl Dt•s reported :that 

:~~ resoluti.on .. to th1 a .. ef:flll ct 1aa carried at Queenstown. <122) 

When,. bow&ver9. it·. is r~membered tbat the~ . .Q.!21. M~op:rY· oould 
' I I , . --

report the. opposition of the. /Ulglo.;..Afri.can. Leagu~ fo.unders to 

tbi$ .. m~sure; (l23>i:t seems more prudent ·to adopt the· view 

~ha:t on t.bis .question the .s.-A .• League and s .A .P.Ar~ · ilere •ot 

u~niJnOus. On .the . subje ct of Protection.• tbe · $ •A···~ague pro-

babl..N was :i.n ~yrnpath7 tiitb. tbe Oentral Farmers• .Association 
' . . . .~ ' . .. 

and Afl'itcaner .B~nd, ·even . after the Queenstown Congr.ess. · 

. . .Oonc.e:r.ning ,U~ tlailder grievance.s8 the s.A.P.A. v:ie!J,~ 

a$ expressed ~n. Parliament by its Pr:~sident and hie .Li bara:.l. 
. . ' ., I;~ ... 

suppor~e:rs~ ttas a:rupported: ,by the resolution carri.ed at the 

Queenstown OQngress. The o.ne subject on wbiob tbese two organi­

&a;tions (lef1.nitel1 disagreed therefore i#aS in their .relatiOn-
' 

ship to ~hoa.es and ipso £acto ·the Raid.. . .. 

. Durj,ng the Charte~ debate on, May l';th,· Innes had pro­

bably voj.ced the opinions of s • .A:oP•A• members concerning Rboaes 

an4 the Rai4. He 4enou.nced tbe advantage •certain directors 

and officials of the Chartered Contpanr" took o~ the Uitlander ~ 

discontent to achieve ''certain ends and objects'·'·• the Raid was 

anract of aggression "led bN English O~fi-cers behind the back 

of H-er Majesty• s High Oommi.ssioner ,·n. Janes stated. <124) Br 

im.plication Rhodes wae eonneoted aith the lla~d and it was the 

dut:v of :tbt! English secti·On of the populati.on to d:tsassooiate 

themselves "not only formally, but enti.rely, sincerely am 

absolutely from the \'thole ot, the raid •••.• " (l2tH 

.Bearing these statements in ·mind, it 'becomes apparent 
-

that Irtnes,- and preauma'blJ the s.A.P.A.-:t not tlbl~ ci:tsapproved 

of, the: part "certain 4ireo'tors and . o:f'tie:ia.ls -of tbe Chartered 

(122). lbid. .. . 
(123) Vi(iit supra. 
(124.) Qape llanaa:r~, 1896, p. 9' et sq .. 
(125.) Ibid •. _ p.g5. 

.. ...... , ..... ;&:--_ :DL, _ I" II! 
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oompa,.N"' ,bad in the na:td, but that tbey would· have Viewed 

ttith a.larm the s .• A .I;Oague · C()ngrese• .ex.pre~Ss.ion o:f bfmpatby , 

\ilith Rhodes •~o .bad been Prime r~111~~ter of .tho Oo:tonN when 

~h~ fta:ta took place. .,· .'' .. 

that ~ th$ s .A ., X.Oagu.e was to ccntinufl to aup~o;t, , , . 

lthodes sooJi ))ecatne clear wbeD it ·was shqwn bOW eagerly people 

ia the.Oolonv •ere. prepared to support tbe petition. for his 

reinstatement as ·managing d;Lrt3ctox of the :&. s.A .company, a 
• t• q . • ~ , - : I ; 

position which be h;.~4 re$iignea :t'rom on Jpne 26t~ ... <~6) .. 

Meetings were J,leld .at Port Elizabotb(127) .. and, GrabamstoV~ht28 ) 
while a meeting .at~ Lady Grey was sponsored by tbe local s.A. 

• 1 • ' • !il 

League brancbCI (129) tche mass mee'f;:tng at Oe.pG ~own \las sts.ted 
. - •. ~ . : : . ~ 

not to have been promoted by the o • .r~.teague(l30~bt.l1~ when it 

is realised ttlat w •• LAndersont who p~eoi,ded at that meet:!l'lg, 

two dare preV:i()usly · had been elected Cha:urman of the Cape 

to"Wn branch of the S .A .Leagu.e., and. :furthermol"e eas supported· 

on the platform bJ ~ha executi.ve metnbC?rs of the same organi.­

$ation, (l;l) it seems obv5.ous that the S,.,A o1,.e~gue bad S.tldeed 

backed the demonstration ~bicb ret?Olved to .P~t oonf:i.<lenc.e 

in Rhodes, ~that ,oxc~llent statesman; • ._ ,(l3:2) 

The exte.nt to \lbich the movement to secure t·ne re ... · 

instatement of Rhodes ih authortty in Rhodesia •aa supported• 

is revealed by an analysts of the a:lgnatures appearing Jft the 

RhOdes• pet:iti.on wbicb ·was presen:ted to the Govetnor in 

· September by Anderson; O•Re:!.lly :and H.G o Oadwallader. (l,3) 

Almost 9,000 signature-s were obta,iru3d from people in the 

Colony., and. that at a tHne tJ;b~n the. Repor~ o:t 'tbe S:eleot 

cammit'tec on the Rat,(l bad. indicated ~h~t Rhodes·• complicity 
' 

(l26)J.van der Poel, ~he Jameson .R&i.dt p. l82CI 
{.127) pape fimf.tf, 13 July 1896. 

· (128) !JaEe fi!l1~..9, 15 Julr lB96• 
(129) ~"al!e .. J?.mes·, 28 July 1896• 
(130) £11!~ fitneSI 27 July 1896• 
(l. '1) P".2e ~imes, 2b July. 1896. 
(1:32) Cape '.rimee,27 July 1896. 
(133) Oap;e .. ~ime~, 23 September 1896. 

:WPt t _Q ._ 
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wl. th that inroad '.'11a.s not consistent fli tb hi.s duty as Pr.i.me 

Min:i.ster of the ~lony" 6 (134) 

Ind~ed it. 11oula appear from the support g3.ven to the 

petf .. tion and the S,,A.League \1bien mintained ita pro-Rhodes obar• 

actor after the Cape committee bad reported on i:ts findings, 
e I I ' 

that Rhodes• conduct in oonnecti.on with the Raid Das approved 

by a large sectjon of the Englisb•sp~aktng colonists. .. ' . . 

. . ~he Report of the Seleot committee on the Jameson 
f • t< ' J 

Raid was brought up bg Uping·ton on JulQ' l7tb!\i (l.:;S) ~he con-

clUsion arrived at itt the Maaority Report tiae nthat no member . .. 

· of the tnen colonial Governntent uitb t11e exception. Of the 

then Prime Minister, •••••• , bad a!ly knowledge whatever or 
~ 

suspicion of ·tbe intention to send ·art a:rmed force across the 

border ()~ . ~~e ~outb Afrioan. Republic.~ .• ~ •• ( 1' 6 )As regards Mr .• 

Rbf)"a~n ~ '\he Report continued., "Jour Oomm~tteo con· come to no 

. other conclusion than that he \'las tboroughlN acquainted t'ii tb 

. the preparations that led to tbe S.llrOadH ~ but there j a no 

evidence that be ever conte.mplated tbt.it th.e fo:r~e at Pi;tsani 

should a.t a)ly time invade the !ranevaal uninvs .. ted., It appears 
. . 

rather to b~v~ beea lntended to support.a movement :from 1'1ith:i.n, ••. 

but ~our Committee oarinot tilid that that fact ral.iGves Mr. 

Rbodes from respons1.b:i.li-typ .•••• ·~. and they ar.e .raluctantly 

for.ced to the conclusion, upon tbe ev3.dence before them, that 

tbe part taken by him in the organisation wh~.ob led to tbe 

inroad, was not consistent with bj.s duty as Pra.me .1\~inj eter of 
' . . 

the Cot.mtry~'' (l-,7) 

How it seems pz•obablf'J that Schreiner, in movi.ng the . ' 

adoption of the Report, voiced the opin:i.ons of a large seoti on 

ot tbe ·colonists, 1tben be stated that wbile·tbta conduct of 

Rhodes :ttl connection with tbe ftaia 1tas to be condemned,, there 

?Jas no suggestion that Rhodes • l'DOtiv·es were "grovelling or 
sordid"; (l,B) Rhodes • aim tteas a bigh one" but be sought to 

.... (134) Caile lblna~rd, 1896,' p~ 60.3 ..._ _ .... ;' . 
(1,5} Ibid., P• 595 
(1'36) Ib:id., p.602 .. 
(137) lbi4. 
(,~a~ Ibid. p. 668. 
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attain 1 t b~ evil means. On the other band there PlUet bave 

1 been colonists 10bo ~ere inclined to agree 1tith the Minority 

RepOrt, 1 signed only bt Upington, -that wbi.le Rbocies was not 

·Qnly t'litbout knov1ledge of ·Ja.meson'.s ·intention, .be in fact did 

everrt;bing in bis pot~er to' prevent the Raid "when be became 

QUare of ])r .. Jameson•s illegal ·a.C't;u•u(l.J9) Aftnt' allt theN· 
' ' 

could nave argue4 1 the conolus.ion arrs.ved at :tn tbe rt':ajQri'ltY . 

Repott was based mainly ·on d·ocuments contained in the ~ransvaal 

Green Book <140) o.nd was tbis . in fact til reli.able source i.n the 

cireumstances? fhe Atto:tney . .\Qeneral (Upington) baa shown qui.te 

clearly. that he waa··not convinced by tbis evidence and to tbe 

I•guesmen t~bo had expressed tbei.r srmpatby Yfitb Rhodes at the 

· QUeenstown Congress when tbe doewneltte were fi1•st publl .. shed 

b1 the· P".tetoria Government, (l4l) there seemed ample ·reason 

now to doubt tbeir relie.bilitJ• 

· · ·nut a far weight:Ler reason :t'or the cont,j.nued support 

Rhodes wae to receive from tbe S .A .• teague would appear to have 

been the revelat:I.on bf the Select COmmittee that Rhodes hal been 

prepared to tak& actJ.ve steps to sttpport the Uitl.amers. Here 

then was a man the Lea.guesmen could ·rcJ.u on to ebe.mp:i.on - tbe 

. Uitla1'1:1ers in thet:t dcma.nd that Rr.uger aad. hi.s Baed redress 

thei:r gr.i eva.nces. Support fo.r Rhodes had become synonymous 

~i:th support for the Uitlamer cause. ·conseq"ently' tbe s .• A.League 

movement maintained its.dec::dedlJ pro~Rbodee cba:raote:r and 

::rapidly Obtained tbe support of all those colonists t~ho SJmpa.­

thised 'With the Uitlanders. And so Vie :t'ihd after ~luly 'tha't the 

JAsague aent :from strength to strength~ By July 25tb, Darle,- Hart• 

ley could claim to be r:the bead o.f an organisation of 40500 
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members and ·forty-s:tx bl'attohes, ••••• ~~ <142) vtbile new 
' ' .. 

branches· 'fiere even os'tabltsb~d. outsid.e tb,e Colo.ny at 

~ari-tzbur~1~1A .Johannes\)~rg. (l44) 

,. - ,. . 

., 

(142} .cape !imes, 25 Jul:i lB96tt 

·{143) .south Ai'ricas 15 August 1896, p .• 415. 

·(144) s.outh Africa, 19 September 1896, p:., 666, 

. > 
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(i) 

In the _ligbt of the strides mde by the S .A .Leagu.e 

in the Colon;y, it becomes necessary to cle,ermine Jts relation­

sh:i.p to the s • .A .P .Ail, particularly i.n View of the tact that 

these two organisations formed the two ma3·or groupe •i th:i.n 

the Progressive Party in 1898-~ 

It bas been shown tbat the mUt Sturce ot dis­

ag.reement be~ween these two political organi.sat:i.ons appeared 
i ; 

to be the pro-Rhodes character of 'the S.A.League, as revealed 

at the Queenstown Congr.ti:ss :tn. ~a¥• And yet in spjte of tht.s 

di.f:fe.r.ence, efforts were made bN the S .A .League to induce 

Innes to becotte :lts President. Inr June, Innes received a 

letter from his brother Ri.chard, in which tbe qu.eeti.on of 

tile S.A .~ague leadersh:i.p was mentioned. (l) Ricbard bad been. 

sounded· bY rnero'bers of the S.A.League as to his brother's 

'likely reply to a proposal that he should become the Presi­

dent of that Organisation. On all sides tte opi.nion was 

being expressed that "Innes must lead us" but Ri.chard Rose 

Innes told his enquirers that be bf;llievea his brother would 

never accept the leadership. He felt that tas Leader of the 

Opposition "tt v;ould be an act of political tollG:j; to ~come 

President ofnthe League~' for Innes could support the organi• 

sation "so much better from outside". (2) 

A month later A.J.Fuller raised. the question of 

Innes assuming the leadership of the teague in a letter to 

Richard Rose Innes.(') The reply be rece:i.ved wasa "I tsve not 

\U'j.tten to him (l) nor have l beard from him on the sub~ot. ·" 

(l) R.Roseul:nnes to J,Rose Innes,"l9 June 1896 (B.l.P. ~ 
(2) Ibid. . 
(3) A.J.Fuller to R.Rose lnne~, w 2; JulN 1996, (R.I.P.) 
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and th:hl t;lme he gave as his reason for stating that his 

brother should support the ]Jeague "from outside and Indepen­

dently" the fact that ttHofmeyr wa.s never Bond Jtreeident. He 
. (4) 

preferred a 'free hand • and ,be knot~ s poli t:tcs from A to z." 
Innes • refusal to accept the Leader ship of 1t! e S .;. • 

Leagu$ must be deduced ·frorn the Views be expresoeo con,.; 

cet:ning the amalgamation of the s .A.P.A. and the S .A.League on . 
t . • • ' • 

September 5th. He was addressing a meeti.ng ,O:f the S .A .P .A~ 

and.statec1 tbat "while the Association would c~perate 11ith 
' 

the South A:fric~:~n League for common ob~ecte, amlgarmrt:i .. on 
·, 

was not desirable in the. present oirCutn$tances ••• • theN 

should endeavour to unite and cement the var:i.ous European 

raoel'~o They could not affo.rd to have them $plit into different . 

camps. Let them divide on principles and measure.e, not on 

racial .liD~sn • (5). Innes was probably not di.reoting his re-

marks solely at the S .A. League, for the Bond ,orgalii.aation 

.•as pr()bably included in bis reference to the exis-ting polj• 
7 .. ,. 

tical d:t~isions on racial lines. but it seems likely that the 

s.A.League•s raci.al character had prompted the S.A.P.A. 

President to advj_se against amalgamation. The pro-Rhodes­

pro•Uitlander ey.mpatbies revealed bN the S.A.League in tbe 

past months did not reoomttend that organisation ·to Innes, 

and it must be deduced tbut he ·had refu.sed to 'become i.ts 
' . 

leader :for these very reasons. 

ShortlJ after · Innes addressed the S .A .p .A. meeting 

on September 5th, the Cape .'limes could report that a note of 

••Anglo-l(afjr Ant:i -nond pol1t~,cal alliance" had been sounded 

in one or two speeches made ·bJ Leagm smen; notably one by 

Darley 8artley. (6) fhe 2!R! 2:imes condemned these statements 

(4) R.~ose ).nnes to A.J.Fuller, 25 Ju.lN 1896. {R.I.P. ) 
(5} South Afr:ics1 12 September 1896, P• 622 
(6) Ca.PE! fimes, 30 Septembe.r 1896 • . , 
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. as being "grosslJ inexpediel,ltn (7), an indi.oation that the 

rao_ial c~aracier of the S .A .League was apparent . to all. \~ bi.le 

·' there can be no doubt that. Innes was obvj.ouely averse to , 

beoomiag the leader of an organ1 sation which was·; developing 

along racial lines, his 41sltke of the s .A. l-eague must also 

bave· been based on.the decidedly pro•Rbodee character ttlat 

.organisation bad assumed .since ·l te inaUguration. Even before 

't'he Ra:i.4,. Innes had exprEtseed bis disapproval .of Rbodes •·._poli.­

tical conduct.(~) ·'In December 1896., \lhen Rhodes 'Was due to . 

arrive in tbe Colony g route fo.r England., Innes otatecl quite 

clear~y h:i.s ·condemnation of Rbodes;' connection ·w.itb the Ratd, 
. (9) 
"which was no<t only politicallJ'· 'but morallJ i.ndefens:i.ble, ••• " 

He refused to be assooiat$4 w3.th anr pro-Rhodes demonstration. 

' Gspecially as. there bad been 11 ~0 wor~ of exp'lamti.on or regret 

from Mr .Rhodes" concerni.ng h:i s rOle in the lbdd .X10) 

It· vtas soon to beco.me. apparent that· the S .A .P .A. 
and .S.A ~League diCs not only ·d:i.ffer in tbe views they held tfith 

regard to Rhodes. ~he S.A.P.A. in '1895 bad been BG:i.tating .f.or 

a retluot:i.on on the duti.es on wheat, gra:i.n and flour F.ll d thi.e 

agitat~on •as supported on October 9th tthen a roase meet:i.ng vtae 

held to demand the abolition of tbe clut:i.es on flour am meats 
• 

: ·and tb~ impoeiti.on ~of a·n e:xc:ise on 'braftdJ. (ll) '.rhe promoters 

of this meeting po:inted out that the orsam .. sation of the 

·meetHag 'had "no connection with any poli.tical Orgenisation wbat­

soevern. (l2) »ut tbc fact tbat the members of the Cape ToVJn 

:Srancb of tbe s .A .League l'lere p~ominent at this meeting, when 

· 'the S.A .. P.A. meet:i.ng in support ot the agitation was beld the 

next 6vening, (l3) is an ind:i.oatton that the two organisations ·. 

(7) Ibid. 
(8) At Mowbray, 

4 
(9) pape · 'f:i.mes, 
(10) Ibid. 
(ll) Cap~ ~:i.mes, 
(12) lbid. 
(1'3) CaRE! Times, 

on 28 January 1895., Eastern Prov:i.nee Herald 
30 January 1895. 

9 December 1896. 

5 October l896Q 

12 October 1896. 
.. 
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11ere unable to co-operate on tbie quest). on. !fbe S .A. . ' ' . 

League Branch in Cape ~own was obviously tifJare rOf the anta .... . . . 

. gon.ism. of Eastern Province ·branches to the agitation. atld · 

bence the des:ire to give the i.mpression that the S .A .League .. . . . 

branch in Cape !o11n was not .. sponsor3.D,g tbe rnovemEht. 
. . . 

Resolutions protesting agaih.st the barcl~h:tp~ caused 
'· ; . . . . . . 

: by the e:xietia'lg duties on sra!l'lt flour and neata and . 
. . . . . . . (14) 

demandi ns tbe:tr abolition were adopted at the first meetift8. 
~ ; 

. When Spr:tgg informed the deputation appo:i nted to acquaint 
. . ' ' . 

bim o~ the:tr .eentiments 9 that be could do nothift8 in the 

. ~tter to remove the .duties •ttbout the authority- of tbe 

.Free State~l5) Innes proposed at the s.A.P.A~ meeting that 
' . . 

the Government summon .Parliament and la' these propositions 

l»efore :Lt. (l6) 

The~ Times f10tl suggested that in order to acb1.eve 

tbe objects of the tnOvemerl'i; the ,next step should be to 

orgar,tise, spread ·campaign literature and provide campa:i.gn 

speakers •. It pointed out that tbe "Corn Laws wore repea.led 
·' 

largelr bJ a fvBncbester fund, which sprinkled bot-gospellers 

a.ll over the landn and announced that it would start a 
(17) 

Campaign lund to v.hich a sbillins per bead could be su.b.scr:i,bed 

Fltt'tbermore the Cape 'Times proposed. to approaob the S .A • P .A. 
'· 

and S.A .,League to organise tbe campaign and shoula these 

organisations be wl.lling toT accept the task, the money ra:i,sed 

would be handed over to them. !~!he People • s Shill!i.ng Fund 

was started immediately. (lB) 

By October 27th the S .A a ;P .A. and S .A • teague bad agree• 

"to act on the common sense idea of parcelling out the 

countr)'IJl the ltssociration tak1ng the western Province anti 

(14) · ci\pe fimes, 10 October" ia96.' d 

{.15) lbj.d. 
(16) {Jape Ttmes 1 12 Oc-tober 1896 .. 
(17) )iJid. 
(18) Ibid. 
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and the League the Easter, '"•n (l9) Meetings throughout the 

·COuntry were thereupon ar.ra.nged • .. 
fhe first . in\'Ucation that the League was not whole-

.near"tedly su,pporting the Cheap Food Qllmpaign becomes evident 

fron1 a state.ment by. the .ca;pe ~imos in t1ovember. ~hen it was 

reported that .. toe, teague was "di·vided against itself on the 

Food Question; .... n ( 
20) and the central machi.ne of tba t 'b~y 11as 

therefore not at the d:lsposal of the campaign. That this was 

indeed the case was admitte4 by Darley. Hartley at ttte League 

Congress. in Port .El:i.zabetb in Februa.ry 1897 Viben he reported that 

the cheap food quest). on "bad threatened the disruptj on of the 

League, ••• n .(2l) 

Here then we find.support for the statement that one 

of the reasons prompti.ng the founo.ers of' the League to ina ugu-

rata a movement di.sti.not from the- s.A .. ~.A. :i.~ the Colon1 wa~ 

the oppos:i.ticn felt by Eastern Provine~ farmers to "a reduction 

on the necessaries of lifen. <22) the Bow policy of Protection 

flas still favoured by those farmers wbo probably conati tu'ted. 

1be majori-tJ of tm members of the S.A .• League •. 

During 1996 it baa been revealed that the S.A.P.A. 

and S.A .. League .differed essentially wi.th regard to certa:tn poli­

tical .issues. Wherea.s the former was pursu:i.ng :i.ts programme 

of enrolling new voters and educating public opinion in order 

to achieve liberal ana progressive legi slat:tou in tbe Colony• 

the latter "as more concerned wi·ttt political 1s$ues extraneous 

to the Colony. _~he popular app~l Of these two organ:i.sations 

was the.refore determined by the objects they eQught to acb:i.eve. 

!.Cbus lf1e find tbe Cape a;1mes in September 1896 oor.nparH1g the 
l) ~ 

s.A.P .• A. and S.A.Leagu.e as :follo1uu ''The one seems all head, 

the other all beart; the i'ormer revels j.n works, the latter 

VJalks b,J fai:\;h. !he Asooc:i.ation is the practj .. Cal rracbine 

·~iat.B !if;;: ~. gg;~~£tr1~2g7. -j I 

(21) South A:f'rj,c;:a, 1'3 Febru.ary 1897 • P• 351. 
(22) Vide supra. 

IP.._ 
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undoubtedly; but the League bas the reci.p~ for generating 

steam.,'·' <23) 

· As to tbei.r spheres· of influence, the ·gap; !imea 

maintained tbat the S.A.P.A. ·obtained support 'only in Cape 

fot~n. <24} on ·the other baru1 the s.A .League• s influence was 
. . ' 

f11despread. ln October the s.A .• P.AQ could claim to have 

'~00 members :on j,ts roll(25)~ while 'the Pres:tdent o:t the s.A. 
'· 

League :three .. months earli.er could report that he was ~the 

bead of an orga.nisa'tion of 4e500 members and forty-six 

But ·over antr abo.ve these 4:i.vergencies 

the s.A.League bad asst1med a ·racial.cbaracter· 0bich was 

absent i.n the s .A .l? .A. ·In October, lnnes ·ref.erred to this 

.difference when he stated· that. t~e ·s .A.P .A. tttmd never gone. 

:to ·.for foorlish aot:ton or uninstructive talk •• ~~ He"thought 

that ·the most important thing' to be borne in mi.nd at present 

. vsns . that they (S .A .P ~·A • ) ebould endeavour· to do everytb:Lng 

in their po\'ller to cement the various European :x·aaes tn the 

country·.... · ~hey could not afford to have Europeans split 

up into different racial onmps$ •••• n <26) 

(ii) 

low while i. t has been sbowrt that the S .A .League had 

far outstri.pped tbe s .A .P .A • in ;its popular ~ppeal. in the 

Colony • :i.t is interesting to note b0\'1 this organisation was 

viewed by English-speaking coloni .. sts who were not members 

Of the S .. A .League. 

aronwrigbt-schreiner .on Julr 4th read a paper at a 

meeting ·Of the Craaock Farmers• Association on '•fhe Politicul 

Situation". <27> He stated that the League baa no affinity 

VJ:i:th that orgaf).isation which they had all striveta for, namely 
2; CaJll ?;ime.§.t 5 September 1896, 
24) south J\frj.ca, ' October 1896 

(25) OaJ2t !:i.mes, 25 July 1896 
(26) sou h Africa, ; October 1896; p.l3e 
(27) Midland Hew$, 7 July 1896. 
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ficial resemblance~· to it in that it was opposed to the 

Bond. He felt that the League wa.s "distinotl:/ racial, etHi, 
·' . -
' 

on the whole, a.n anti•Dutoh organisati01!11
' • •. It \laS "not 

Liberal and Progressive 1n· the true sense of the words" • for 
' I r' • 

while i t.s off~ci~l ':p;rogramme contai~ea "nothing to which a 

Lib~ra.l mig.ht .not subscr:i be, •· ]:ts professed liberal ten· 
.., ' ' ,, 

dencies were ;'belied by. the :fa·ct that it has praati.cally 
' • t ( : 

identified 1 tselt with a man 19ho .for years bas fougbt · agai.nst . . ' 

. almost every progressive measure•'. that bad been intr·oduoed 

~n. t~~ ,Cape Legi.alature. Cronwright-:Schreiner asserted that 

"Unt:i.l the South African League dieavotts the :fac·t public~y 

that 1t has ·any ·relation whatsoever with -Mrfiaho~ .. es, no liberal 
' ' < .. 

or progressive man in Sou.tbAft>:ica can-.conscient1ousllf join it. 

He gave as eviden.oe for tbe: aasertio.n that th~ League bad 

· ide.ntified i.tself w:I:th Rhodes ·"the .speeches made at the forma­

tion of the various branches am to .the action c:f sympathy, 

and lastly, and above a.ll, to the fact wbi<Qh h!:ls beep freely 

stated in , the Colo.nial papers and ·wb:i ch bas n&-ver. been con­

tradicted, that, at its inception, Mr.Rbodes .v.as asked to 

· becone ·its President".. When the teague· "disttn.ctly end 

offic1allY11 renounced all conn&ctton 11ith Rbodee *'and all 

support of hts political metbod.s': and was able to make it 

clear that it 11as not an "anti- Du.tch party but a 4isti.nctly 

Liberal ana. J?rogressl.ve orgaro aa:tion," he for one, and be 

believed many hundreds of ~ther progress5:ve men in the 

Colon,, would be delighted to join it.~ (~S) 

W .H .. Hookley ·Was· undecided as to tihether be. should join. · 

the League. and v;rote to .Innes for aciv:i oe. "'.rbe:r:~~ seems to be 

a feeli.ag about bere just now that ue ought to do something 

to11ards joi .. ning the Loyal League • and 1 have been appealed to 

(28) Ibid. 



to take steps .. to\lards that end. Personally l .~ve not felt 

illclj:ned to do so .... so would .like very mucb to know f(lat you 

th:i.nk, ·Of t.be matter and \l.heth$1' it i.s a ,desirnble step to take, 

·,justno'W. My feeling is 1;h~t.we ltave,quite enough with the 
. . . . (29) I' 

pol.itica.\1,." aesoc:L~tion .and Jarmera (sic.) Congress to work upon,n• 

Hockley .goes on to ,sa, .that \'V.hil$ ~h~ :r..eag\2 _already had so 

• ·man~ mernber.s ,and .many were flocking to jotn it; be f-elt when 

· .. , the exo:l. teme nt .bad died down, _it woula o.ollaps~. n I have muob 

more faith in something.wbioh. g;-o•s slowla ani ga'th~rs 

1 · strer-~t-~ ae 1.t goes alo.ng; n be concluded, . 

. Innes· was. deci .. dedly pesaimisti¢ E(bout the political 

s:i.:tuation, andt}lat th~s must be attri1b1J.~d to the grow).ng 

· .·atrengtb ·of· the dis.tinotly pro ... Rhodes S • .A •tea.gue, becomes 

apparent· from his co:trespondenoe WJ.th .Me~riman in October. 
I 

Inn~s-am Merriaan had .discussed the.PQlitical situation on 

October 22nd and on the following clay fi~erriman wrote to him 

referring ·to· tbe1r conversatj.on. "fo hea~ the '*gospel of hope­

lessness • . preached by the chosen lettder of the Progress) .. vee 

YJas ver.'N pai.nful· - Never: deapa:l.r in polit.ics as long as NOU 

believe you are right .. •" (30) rrom fJhat follows in. this letter ~ 

it may be deduced .that· Innes was f:i.lled wi.tb gloom because the. 

S.A.P.A. was not gett:i.ng the support tJbioh the ra.cialist:ic 

League was rece:i.v1ng, for Me.rrimn remarked that Innes' asso­

ciation was ".running on pur~ly financial lines" ana that a 

political party was not gQing to ·b.e f~unded .merely upon tbose 

·11nes. What was needed was a poli<:J wbi.cb would rouse the 

people and .r~erriman suggested that the party should be formed 

w.ith tiHl betterment of Poor Whites ae its policy. ;,We ought 

to make our cry the Ele'U'a·tion of the W'hi'te -'' (3l}he stated, 

an inclicati.on that he bad pez·bapa not fj~nallu brbken h:ts pol:i.• 

tS.cal a.l:U.an oe 111ith the . .Innes group •. 
(29) w .H.Hockly to J .Rose Innes, 20 J-un-• e~l~8~9~6-. ~(~B-..... l~~P~.-~~·r----­
(30) J.X.Merrj.man to J .Rose lnnee 11 2:5 October 1896. (R.I.P.) 
('l) Ibid. 
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In bio reply to this. letter, Inn~s.stated that since 

JanuarN lot he bad . held glooroy vie'W.s as to what t~tas going to 

;happen in the Soutb ·in general .and "i.fl this Colony spsc:lally ... •" 

He felt that Oiv:tl .War •as. not improbabla(,2) end be might bave . 

come to the conclusion because of the ever-•ddening gap wbi ch 

we.t:s' appearing between the Bond ar.td the S .• A ~League. 

Berry felt that some good .aoul4: oome f:rom tbe S •. A. League 

":if people of some standsng·. 'became members of tbet orsanisatton· 

for tbm it m:i.ght be, "worked· into something mot¢~ powerfuln 

and run on more llberal lines.(;;) But Innes refused to aeoept 

thi.s possi'bilitr.. When :aerrJ liaS BJlproacbed by some Leaguesmen 

to use b:ts influence to persuade Innes to become the leader 

.of tbe S.A .,League, be quoted to them wbat lMes bad told him: 

that hitherto· the 6 .A .• Lef..tgue bad been run on lines of Vibieh · 

Innes "could scarcely approve-· furthermore tho s.A.P.A. 

demanded J:nnes • .first consideration, and pt~o:eessional engage-
(34) 

mf)nte •ould be in tt1e "a~ of b:i.s devoting :mote time to politics( 

Nolfl while. the v:tetts quoted above· are obviously those of 

members of tte s .A .P .A~, the · pase fip1ea attitude to the 

. League. may be regarded as less biased. ~hi.e newspape1~, under 

the heading "Jingobondt' reported that as the S .• Aeteagu.e did 

not .have support i.n the western Province comparable to that 

wbiob ·i~ enjoyed in the .East, the Sect·etary of the Cape ~own 

branch of the .organisation baa ll:ritten to eaop of the parlia• 

~ntary representatives of Qape !own and CapEN Division "calling 

on them to show whr they should not ~oin" .('5S)~.E$luller replie;. 

that be thought it unwise foz· members o:r Parl.ia:tnt).rrt to 3oin 

,these out sj.4e associ.ationen~ ('36) 

Brown stated that be bslonged to the fl.A .P.A., that 

tile objects of that association .and the s.A,.League were to his 

(321 J.Rose Innes "to" J.x.Merrim~n. 25 oct'Oiier-1896 (M .. P.) ...... 
(;')~~Bisset Berry to J •. Rose Innes, 28 November· 1896 (R.loPo) 
(;4) W .Bi.$set Berry to J.Roee Innes, ;.l December 1896. (R.l oP.,) 
(35) Oa:rte iirnes, 10 N<71ember 1896 · 
(36) !bi·d. ' 
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mind ident3.oal and be was . t.n.laiting tbe amalgamtion of tbe 

two bodi,es. (57.>Beard .felt. tb~t ~·over the League is tbe trail 

of ~ace~feeling~ and ~ba:t. the Afrikaner .Bond bad alt~a.ys seeme4 ' 

. tQ him practic~llr. b:Ased ora a. race-feeling, even though this 
:'' I I ; •' • . 

was d:Leavo-wed by its. lea4,ers. He concluded b7 ·stet:i.ng 0 nfthile · 
. . b~ 

equally di,savoYAed, l eannotAfeel that. the inception and action 

. ot 1'.be South African teaguQ tends bt l.J.ke nnrmsr to mainta:in 
. - i . ' ·, ' • ' . 

the untorturuate .. feel;.ng. «;>:( .~epnration to whiob 1 allud~" 1'8 ) 

~be .Qa£! fif!t~.! tben pointed out that tbf.Jl. view Beard 

expressed Vias held by nine out of every ten people who were not 

members of i;be. S.A .Leagllt, and that for this. reaso.n the organi-
• .·' : j 

aa,i.on had been nickn~rned "J~ngo'bondtt. fbe ~ :C:tmes oon• 

cludedt "fh~ r~aeon, ...... , whu everwbody will.htlVC it that it 

means r~ce-feelHlg, is that nobody can see that .i.t means 

. anything els~. j.n pa:r;ticular~" (:59) 

(57) Ibi;do 

(38) lbid. 

(39) lb:id. G) 
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(i) 

. ' 

During the oouree of 1896 there· hal ·been sporad.i c ex· 

pressions of sympathy ana. support for Rbod'ee' Di· s.~if .League and 

independent satberings. At tbe end of December Rbodest ·arrival 
' . ' 

in the COlony §.!'!. route to appear before tbe oomm:i.ttee o:f 
• t : • 

Enquiry appotnted by the House of COmmons,. ttae the occasion 

\ 

for the S .A .League ·to arrange further pro-Rhodes detn()nstrati one. 

At Port Elizabeth Rhodes received an enttm.si.astic · 

11elcome (l)and there he dispelled any idea that he lntended to 

withdraw fro.m Colonial poli.tics. '~I shall .keep my seat in the 

Cape.House," he declared, "because it i.e pelrt of my programme 

to show to the people of south Africa that l ·don't undertake 

a career of isolation". (2) He was "determined ·to strive tor 
. . . 

the olo.ser union of south Afr~.ca" o:t \1,h;. c·h the Cape Colony wa~ 
- . (3) . . ' . 

to bG the dominant power. He showed tbat he ties fully atm:re 

of the te~11rig of re\,ulsion for his share in the Rai-d• for he 

maintained "We mtSt carefully cultivate •••• the determination 

to dismiss race feeling. !he .true idea is not, a race :idea at 

. au. It is a desire for \mion ·-.. , •• n(4)and in case there were 

any in h1.s aua:i ence who 'st:i.ll doubted the neceeai ty for such 

a un:ion, Rhodes poj.nted out tbat in achieving tbi.s, a barr:i.er 
0 

would be raised "agalnst localism. and also against the ·trouble 

caused by the :i.ntrusion o.f the .foreign element. n (5} 

It was in tbi.a speech that Rhodes g:tbed "at what he 

called the unctuous: rectit@1 of bis 'COuntr,-meft'1 before whom 

he ¥laS SOOn to appar. (G) 

.It must have been obv).ous :fro.m the ovat:t.on Rhodes 
.~{-~1~-.~2~.~_-a·~·JB~---n~d-,~2~9~· ~De-·c-~e-m~E-er~1~e~9~6.---------------·~-··-·----------·-.----· 

(2) V:ind.ex, op. cit., p·. 503. 
( 3) Ibj.d., ·p. 504. 
(4) I'bida, P• 505 
{5) Ibid., p. 506 
(6) Michell• op. cit., p,. '302. 
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recf;:i:ved ·that he could . ooWlt on the people at Port El:i.$abeth 

for support. He never.thele~s deairE;\d to obtain the asa:i.stance 
·; -~ ., 

of the anti--Rhodes se~tion, in the OolonJ for the furtherance 

of hi a closer . iJilj on scbeme;· and 1 t oas for . this reason that 
. . 

be appealed to bj.s audience tD dismiss race feEilling. He 

•ished to pJrepare the ground' tQr a rapproaobment b.;; twoen 

'exintt:Jtg politi.cal groups r.ight at the beg:lrmiag of bis tottt. 

· Rhodes then proceeded by rail to KimberleN and Cape · 

~own,. El jou!'neiv which W:i.lliams describes' as nmore like a 

tr.iumpbal progres.s that.~ the pent tential pl.lgrimge of a cul-

(8) 
. .At Cape ~ow1'l Rhodes received an e.nthusiaot:ic recept:i on 

(9} 
and ~hat eveh:i .. ng m itas .entertained at ~.E.Fullcr•s residence. 

!o tb:is gathoririg .th1.rty-odd .former parliamentar~ colleagues 

of Rht>des bad ~en invite~ .and here we are told that the guest 
. . - . . .· . . . one ot honour "made a more fraftk reference to bj. s "great one mistake 

tbm on any othor oocasiC'nt'1 
• Fuller quotes Rhodes as saving 

,ill co not so much regret joining in an attempt to force Presi• 

dent Kruger into a juster and more reasonable policy, V~ben he 

bad resolutely refused all redress of grievancest but what bas 

been a burc.ten to me is that X wna Primo Minister at the time, 

and that 1. bad ·given a promise that I would not do anythil'l{l; 

compatible with the joint positi.on 1 held as d:tr'?ctor of the 

Charte:t'ed Company a.nd Premier of the Cape Colony. On every 

ground 1 was bound to resign if 1 took sue~ a course as 

assisting a revolution agai.nst an o:tf:i.Cially friendly state; 

' · ea ti I did not. J can only say tnat l 'fl:i.ll do my best to make 

atonement for my error by untir:i ng devotion to tbe in·terests 

·of south African •. {lO) 

(7) W:i.lliams, op. cit., P• 278. 
(S) Michell, op. cit., pp. 312-'31,. 
(9) FulJtll't op. ,c;::~t. ~ P• 209. 
(10) Ibid., p. 209. 
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lt would appea·r tba·t th:ls atOJtement for bis error .bed. been 

eagerly aVJaited by the guests present, for when llbodes finishe~ 
'\ " . '- ' ~ . ' 

speaking., "fh~ wbole company rose i.n .response ·to this welcome 

decla~atio:nn. (li) '· 
I ',, 

Unfortunately no euch acl.m:ies!lon 'Was made by Rhai ee in 
' ' 

publi.c. There were obviouslr scores of peop~ 1.n the Colony 
~ • ~ • • ' • ' ' ... ~ \ 1 '· 

who were wa:i.ti.ng au3 eagerly to hoar these words as the guests 
'' ! i 

'• 

assembled at Bolli .. ope t·hat oven:ing, people who would bav~ 
' ~ . . ' ~ ' ( 

. been prepared to support Rhodes' closer union pol1cf if onlg 
. ; . -

he 11ould admit the folly of b:i s conduct in conncct:i on with the 
,· .. ' . . . 

Jameson Raid. Fuller 11ae awa.re of tie value of such a publi.c 
' 

(' 

admission, and asked Rhodes, to "make the same avo11al'' at .a 

.rootss meetinf; ~n J~nuary 5th.(l2) fbia abo2es agt"ee~ to do and 
' ' 

had i.ndeed started nnk:i.ns b:ie apolo~r "but before be bad got 

through t be secona sentence, i.t was met wi.th such a hurricane 

of protesting applause that the remainder of hts mords, 
. (1,) 

although beard on the platform, wore lost to tbe audience." 

On January 5th a banquet wan· beld in .Rhodes' honour at 

which the .rt.:ayor, ~ir John Woodhead, presided. (l4) J'ul~er, in 

proposing the toast of the eveniMt aPl?ealed to Rhodes to come 
' 

bac·k 1nto thei.r midst ana remrked that the address which had 
. I 

.i 
' 

been presented to Rhodes "bad been signed by three-fourths of 

the registered voters .of Capo reown~·. (l5) 

~he follo~ing day Rhodes sailed for England, accom­

panied by Garrett, the edi tot C)f the .Qu.! .z? .. mes VJbo, according 

to Walket·, was intent on "prer:ieb:i.IJ8 the Progressive fai tb 

·to a morose ana irritable liettener". (lG) 

.In the preceding account of Rhodes' "'tri\lm.pbal pro­

gress" through the country, no tnentiop has been made of the 

attitude o.f tbe ~liti -~bode~ group in the Colonr. !i!be :Bond 
{lf) Ibid • . . . 
(1.2) Ibid o ,. p .. ,210 •. · 
(1'3) .Ibid. 
(14). :Michell, op .• cjt., p. 311" 
(15) Ibid. 
(16) Yia·!ker, L. d .• y., p. 299 
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organised .no lest~ than one hundr~d co.ut1te~ demonstrat:iolls in 

one, montb in order to g~insa1 the a.ot:ton of t bat sect:i on ot 

. the population who by tbeir accJaim of Rhodes seemed to 

signify that the Ra:td was condoned. (l7) 

No such counter demonstrations were organised bN the 

Engli.sb-epeak'ing colonists.. M:lDN• li.lte Innes •. t'atriained aloof 

from tbese .Rhodes .ovat:i.ons for· they refused "to make obe:i sa nee 

to tbe uan who had ndirected and controlled the combination." 

tbat made tbe Raid pos$ible. 

lnnEu3 probably express eel the op:LnJons of these colo-
{18) 

nis'ts when ha wrote to the Cape ~imea early ~11 December 1896 

aDd stated nby he could not be assoo:i.a'ted with the receptions. 

lt ie true that lnm s • vins were ai:r.ed before Rhodes arrived, 

'bo.at they we1·e equally relevant to the si tuatiOl1 aftex' January · 

1897 • Innas bad been proposed to aer·.rQ on €.\ Ootnmi ttee early 

1n December 1896, lJbj.ah was entrusted with the task of crafting 

an address to Rhodes and arrang:tftg for bi~ .reception. (l9) On 

learning of th:i s be wrote to tbe ~ i:im!,a aaking 'that his name 

be withdrawn and stated why be felt oompelled to a.C1opt that 

eourae. <20) While be felt 'thl1t he £ully .recognised the value 

of Rhodes' work in regard to the development of the Nortb 1 he 

11ould llillingll' jc:tn :i.n such a publ:i.c reception as •that which 

it was proposed to give Rhodes "if it were poos:i'ble to regard 

the earlier. par tion of the )'ear as a clooe4 book and to eepa-
• 

rate at tbe present 'time wbat baa be.p!Jened in Rbodes1a fr.om 

what baa happened in the fransvaal''. Innes tJent on to t'lll"i thut 

Rbodee was on h:i.s way to England to explain before a Comm:i.ttee 

of the House of Commons his connection ·with the attack on the 

Transvaal, "11hich was .. not onls; politically but I!".Orally inde-

fensible• \'llh:i.ch all but. plunged South Africa into civil war, 
. ' 

(17) Hofmeyr, op. cit., p .• 51:5 .. 
(18) ~.~ime~, 9 December 1896. 
(19) 9!ii.R! Times, 8 December 1896. 
(20) Slal!f:t Tj.m9so~ 9 December 1896. 
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Md bas cause4 more trouble and dj. a.sensi·on in the eolon,r than 

aawthing Yibich bas· happened sitlee 1001. The feeling wbi.ch that 
·' 

incident aroueea ie still rurmi:rlg strong,". Innec maintaiDGdt 

am we have by no means seen the onei of its misob:ievoue results 

·and as Jet there. bas been no v;ork ·Of explanation or regret 

from tAr .Rbo4es • 

ntJndor such oi.rcumstl:Ul<:.es hem can ne accord b:in:; a 

public ovation unless .we taoi t1y condone bis connection v;i:tb 

tbe other ma'tte:ra to wb5.cb l bavo r.efe:rred? 'Jilt us be un4er no 
. \ 

mJ.Gapprehe!lsion .... both in EnglarKt. nna 1D Soll'tb Africa, no mtte:r. 

bow we v.ord our. resolutiona o:r ot1z.t actdresries, these demon­

strations tti.ll !Je regard.ed as a condonation by those whO take 
. 

part i. n them, of the recent a:ttaclc upon the ~en co Of south 

Afrj~·oa. And the majoritN of those at;o jo1n \'till be actuated, 

in their bearts, bg :race sent5.ments. wbich bodo ill for the future 

of this country. It is therefore out of no perflOnal fecl5 .. ng, 

wh~tever, but out of a otrong oeMe of 11that 1 consider the 
. . ' 

right course for all true South Afri.cans • tbat ·1 cnrmot d:l reotl¥ 

·Or 1ndi.reotl$ jo:i.n in the proposed rece.vt5 on/7(:2l) 

Innes waa one of tbe many leadtng C~pa Town c:ltizens 

nho rema:tnad aloof tt:l th regard to Rbcdas • t;eceptions~ judg:U~g 

ft·om a .letter Cbtef Justice de Villiers wrote to to Kotze on 

January 7th. According to de Villi ere "Desi4ea. Mt'Gfuller and 

the nefi Knight, Sir J .wood bead, there is not a nan of influence 

' amol'lg those •he joined in glorifJi.ng Rhodes ••• n<22> Kot£e :need 

t10t be disturbed about *'tbe so-cal.led. Rbotles ova.tione,· de 

\~illiere Tt:roteil "!.f your. President bad app a red in our midst 

· there fiOul<'l bave been much more gentune enthusiasm e!i.thout the 

e.~pen4i turo of o~e-tenth of tbe moneg laVi$hG4 by the friends . 

of Rhodes and, I f.car I must e.aa. bg the companies .under his 

control.n(2;) 
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' 
Darley Hartler hot~ ever told theB .A .League. Congress in 

' FebruarN 1897 that the recE!ptions given for Rhodes ttwere 

, 'tn1'ti.ated by I brancb~s of the League., • .'.n <24} so ·tba·t i.t mus1i 

. be oonoiwteci. tnat. while the money for these pro-Rhodes demon­

i • strations · wa~ supplied· by the companies under. his eontrol , 

. the .tlag-waggers 111ere , members Of the League~ ' . 

· · · ·~hat these Rbodes o.watione \1ere aot devoid of an 

' ' ulterj,or· motive would appear from 4e Villiere I reference to the 

·~act that the demonst~atf~ns 11e1"e financed by. tbe. compani.es 

~er Rhod~~~~ co~trol ·and Walk~r'a 'statement that the !'Cape 
.,, . ' ,. " 

Progressives and their tcndon.fr1ende" were determined to re• 

instate Rhodes as Premier of the Colonr • uprovi4ed he t~ould 

come out into the open as a Pro~t~easive" • (25) 

Fuller bad paved. the 11ay for ouch a retnstatement by 

appealing t~ Rhodes to co.me b~ck into their trd,dst. C·hie:f' 
! • \ t ' 

Justice de Villiers was considered m Rbodea• onlw l:i.kely r]val 

for the prem1ersbip(26>and i~ o:rder ·to elimimte bim, 1;be 

tondcn 9:imes launched an attack on bim on April 5th, two days 

after Rhod~s aaj,led f~om Englaftd. <27) It ~as ~a ported that de 

Villiera las preparing nto f:!.gb't Rhodes for the prGmj ership 

1n a trial of str~ngth bet,,een Dutch ~nd Bng~isbn, (28}De 

Villiers • rebuttal came .in a speech he, as President of the 

Legislative Council, delivered. on April 9tho •• f'l am the person 

Ylbom tbe LOndon 'rimes consi.dere to be the leader of a pol:i.tical . 

party in opposition t:o Mr.Rhodeo and ot a party too which aime 

at overthrowing British suprerracy in South Afri.ca,"' he s<tata4. 
' "fhe associat).on of mr name with sucb a party is so ludi crone 

that it may well be dismissed with a emile· • (29lMe then pro• 

ceeded to give the lie to the ~imes a.:r'tiicle, md Walker reports 

·(24r Cape'" Tjmes, 12 Febr;lary 1897·. • ' -
(25) . Walker, L.d .. V., P• 299. 
(26) Ibid •• 

. (27) Ibid ••. 
(28) Ibid •• 
(29) Ibid., p.,oo •. 
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'that his statement was approved of in LOndon and the Oolont?'>) 

Prior to his depa.:r1iure for EnglaJtd • ·Rhodes bad given 

no public intHcat1on that he was prepared to come out as 

leader of the s .. A .League, for i,t must be assumed that thjs 

position bad been offered him dtll'il'lg bis 'brief appearance in 

the Colony. At that stage be no doubt still hoped to effect 

a modus vj.vendi with the Bond .am r:o i.t m-.u.rt be concluded 

that until such time as tbi .. s aventu:) bad been fully e.xploredt 

i.t was unl:i.kely that he would .accept the leadership of a pol:t.­

tioal organisati.on wbicb was avowedlN ants. .. iond in its 

s)'mpatbies. And so bJ" Jebruarj 1897 the question of the 

leadership of the S.A .League bad still to be eottled. That 

Innes would. not accept 1ih~.e position bad 110\'f become abundantly 

clear and so it rcma:ined fCI' the S.A .League to awai.t the return 

ot Rhodes fr9m England. 

(ii) 

On February 11th the_socond S.A.League CoDgress 

opened at Port Elizebetb.(3l) 

In his presi.dential address; Darley Hartler stated 

that "the League was :founded to organise a patty to educate 

the people in politics" af¥1 11aa based on t•o pr:inciples; one 

tbe loyal maintenance of the dependence of tho Colony on the 

British Crown;"tbe other was the formation of a progress:i.ve 

. party". He went on to say that oo far as internal politics 

ttere co·ncerned, nThey would take up tie lines ot what he 

ventured to call progressive ljberal.:lsm' and modern thought jn 

legisl.at:i.on" in the Colony. '*Certain gentlemen in the League 

Vlere .:inclined to mintmise the internal s).de ·of the political 

question, and desired the League to 'm merelr a patriottc 
'(:50)' Ibid., .. P• :5()1. - . - . b::cllia:_ 

(31) South Afr:i.ca, 13 February 1897; P• 35lo 
Cape Times, 12 (february , lH97. 
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spe~etv~··;rt:(32") ·!hi:s. t~as .o'b'vio_usly_ a, reference to the 
; . ' . . . ' ~ . . . . . 

. :. . ... -··. ·' ,._ ' 

e.hthliSiasm recently evinced by League:smen dur'ing the Rhodes .. 

-a•eceptions,, -an enthUsiasm wl1teh Darley &r·tley by no means· 

sougbt -to· ]3el1ttle.•- . His 1ntent;o:n ,,a,s to ·evok~ the samE:l 

e~thustasm for :matters. _or . .a purelY Colonial nature. 

·~ne. Pres~dent then referred to the receptionsot Bhode-s,. 
.... ·'-· . ... '. . . . . 

. 'These -were .stated to have ;been "initiated bY branehe.s· of th.e 
. - . . ·. . . ; . . . . . . .· 

teague,. ·not b.Y: the e~ecutivett and came from "a conviction :'in 
• • • • ' • '- : : • J • • ~ • • 

the· hearts: of . the inhab.1tants of .. south Afr.ica t~t Cecil 

Rhodes was the personification of the· unity o.f ·the .races of 

South Mri~a, •·•'" .He (Dr.- Ha.rtl.es'.l:. disagreed w1th. the re·tro• 
• . ' ' . I 

.:gre~stve l·eg1$1at:1on··"f the C:~pe ParU.~ment, .. which f~~- Rhodes . . . . . . -

_tvas a partY' to;" ·wt his. ;ta~ts ·were blotted out by :hls 
:grea~l' servieesu • (33) . . . . . 

. 'fhe Seere·tary'~.s ~eport. reveal~d tha.t ther.e ·l'rere already 

. ' . ' . ' ' . . . 

:?4. br:aneh~s in the. count-ry;, and Coet:Zee po:ints out that., a.s 
\. ' - . . ' . . . . 

the delegat·es .represented branches. :trom ,as f:ar af1e:Ld as . . . . . - . . . . . . ~ 

Mateldng, cape Town .and Mlddeltn:trg, ••. *'1die beweging ni:e meer 

·,,n 't:J?rontier· Part;y'' was ~nie, .• ,, •• ·n·(.3~l 
. ' Col'l.greSS then p:t'oeeeaea t:o dt.seuss various resolttti~ns, 

f:oremost !Qf Whi·ch t-1as a :motion ~expl?essing thanks "tt·to Port . . . 

Elizabeth~, Cape 'Town and other places :f:Or the reception given 

to :Mr. Rhodes in v1ew f>f his \~O.rk :tn t.he :Northtt~35)· It was 

. flluother· deemed nece.ssary to make certa:in alterations . ·to the 

co:Q,·stitution and thls task tt!as e~trn~ted to a eommittee.(36} 

. Other ·resolut-:Lons embrace-d ,a variety of .subjects which 

'deserve attention, for the reason tha't .in 1898 the SeA~ League 

Pr·es.ident, .· Br.abant, declared the .League elec·tion · platfol.'.m ·to 
. -" ' . . . 

be based on. ,.pro_posal:s agreed to in February 1897 at the Port 

· .Ei1zabetb (:ongress• -<37) 

\ 
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With regard to an excise, Berry moved tbat Congress 
., 

auppo.rt an Exci~e, duty on spirits a.nd strongl.J objected to 

an amendment which sought to tax Cape. wine, as be felt that 

that i~du&try should ,be enco~aged•(,~)· Berrr•s .resoluti.on. 
- .;_; 

was. carried by a lars,e ma3or:i tr• ·I~ was furth,_r resolved to 

support closer. union between the ~ap,e Colonr and Natal .• 
~ .. ' ' ,\. ''. • ' ' ' ; i: . ' 

Innes'· Liquor Bill• compulsorr elemetttarJ eauco.tj.on of white . . . . . . ; ~ : . . ' . 

children, any scheme of re4:1stribut1on o:~ seats wb:i.ch em-
. ' I , , 

. braceci both Houses <39) :abd .the establ:i. ehme~ of an Appeal 

Court for south Afr1ca.';(40) 'rbe Lea~\$ VtOttld fur11ber endeavour 

"to obtain permission for O:i.V:ll ~1ervants 1D 3~in political 
, • . ! i 

associations".(4l) 

Ae t~ .tbe question of dut:les on ,grain and t~tvJat, this 
I 

t~as debated at great lengtb. .After d:i, scussi.f!S various 
' . . " . .· .2S"'t, 

resoluti.one wh:i.ch sought to. secure a .reduc.tiOJl of from ~ 

to the compl:ete abolition of import duties. (JaBlpbell•s amend-

. ment was fi~lly carried, bi an overwhelming najori .. tr. ~his 

amendment was :i.n tbe .nature of a compromise and urged .on the 

Government· "the advj. aability of reduc~i.ng the duties on grain 

and meat bJ' 25 per cent, and to admi.t :flour at the same rate . ' 

as gra:i.n, and the abolition of differenttal raS.lttay rates 

on foal stuffs". ( 42> · 

A committee, consistil'lg of Messrs. Orosbi.e, campbell; 

Brabant and Orpen was thereupon appoi.nted to diseuse the 

Cheap Food Campaign w:i.th l.~essrs. Brudone. and Jager of the 

S.b .P.A. who were present at Oongresth "on tte lines o.f the 

~ague resoluti.on~~. The following day Brabant v.as able to 

r&port that it had been agreed to divide the Cheap :rood 

Qampa1sn Fund between the S,.A.League,and the S.A.P.A.t''each 
(]8) OaJ!e" Times, 1; February -1897:· -
(39) (:ape ~imes, 15 February 1897. 
{40) South Africa, 31 March 1997, p.621. 
(41) pape Times, 15 February 1897. 
(42) Ibid. 

_..._....., __ L. 
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. (43) 
using i"ts, own discre'tion ae. to bow this fund fins to be spent." 

A :resolution \.as thereupon adopted · condemni.ng the . . 

-~ '··Alien•~ Pa~s Iafi .<44>1n. the Transvaal and "~sing the pro-

tection of Cape Colonists• interests' under the LOndon Oon-.. 

vention", while· admirat:i.on· tJas ex.pressed fo:r the co\ll'age di.s!"t 

played by Messrs. Sampson a ad Dav~.es t. who' were still impr:L~ 

eo ned in Pretoria as a rGsult of the Itai d • ( 45) . 

on. 'the .opening flay ~of Congress the questi-on of a 

coalition of the $.A.P.A. and Leagu:e was raised. The S.A.P.A. 

delegates who were present, addressed the meeting on this 

subject, "expre.ssing their desire to 'ttait until after Congress 
' 

had decid.ed 'hat action it v1ill take in the· matter of 

coaliti.on'*•<46 > When congress adjourned, however, no state­

ment was made concerntng the coal.t'tion. · A .fefi clay.s later the 
• 

s:an! ~imes reported "!hat the Congress recently closed ~t 

Por't Elizabeth did l'lot result in the amalgamation of the two 

polit.ical o'rganisations which are a.iming at the education of 

public opinion in a direction differ:i.ng · fro.m that oonte m-
. . (47) 

pla\ed by the Afrikander Bond 1 i.s greatly to be regretted; •• " 

The election of office-bearers tor the ensuing 

year resulted i.n Brabant be:tng UDanimously eleoted President, 

Messrs. Walton, f.J .Ande"l'son, Blaney and Beard were re­

elected vlce-presidents and f~essrs,. Wynne, G-eo.Bla:tne and 

.A. •. J .,Fuller members of the Executive.< 48> 

It 1tas at Port lli·zabetb tbat a resolution was 

passed .stati.ng that n:r:n the opinion Of Ocngte.ss, :i.t :ts advi­

sable that those ·members of ParliameAt who arc me.mbers of the 

League, should 'take s-teps to organise ·themselves into a 

Parliamentary Party". <49) the :formation Of tbe .new Progress:i.ve 
(4:5) Ibid. If r .. 

1 

(44) South Af'rj.ca, 20 February 18979 p.4;o* 
(45). pa!! ~ime,e,. 15 February 1897. 
( 46) .Cape ~?-mea, 12 February 1997 
( 4 7) Cape. fimes , 16 Februa.ry 1897. 
( 48) cap_e. Times, 15 February 1897 • 

(49)· .. Oe.pe Tj.mes, 13 February 1897. 



- 156 -

Party, for thus. the .Psrl1ametttary,party immed:tatelN became 

known,,· offic:i .. alli dated from F~ruarJ 12th,. the day on which 
'. 

'the resolution was adopted. ·.:It does seem likely.··. thQugh that . . . . . , 

the adopti.on of this resolution was :merely giri,ng formal re-
• I ' 1 • ' 

cognition to en accepted fac:t• there bad never really been. 

any complete br~ak in the movement which staned at the end 
l ' . ,. ' 

·· , of tho parliamentary session of 1892, and ever since that 
' I ' ' • 'I' ; ,, ~· ' 

ctate bad.ha4.supporters in the cape House, supporters l'iho 

represente~ tbe coloni~ts in .Eastern constituencies, 

. In l;'eviewing the procee~i:ngs of. the 1897 s~A. 

League Congress • certairr salient features suggest themselves~ · 
. . 

The majority of tb~ teag.asrnen still adhered to ttle ·Bond 

policy of pro'tect:i,on of grain, wheat and flour. Support for 

Rhodes an4 his closer .union pol~.cy was reiterated at the .Con­

gress while the pro-Uitlander character of the ,s ,A .League was 

evinced in tbe condemnation,ot.the Al1en•s Pass law adopted 

'b;r 1h e transvaal Volksraad. And i.t must be deduced that it 

was because of these marked tendenc:tes in the S.A .League that 

coalition between this body and ·.the ~.A .P .A. bad not been 

pOssible._ The prospects f.or aucb a coal:ttton being effected 

before the general election of 1898 seemed remote j_n the light 

of the essential dif:f'er~nces which existed between the two 

, organisations on matte.r,s of .Policy • 

. Before proceeding to deal with the Pl rliamentary 

session oz 1897, reference mu13t be made to two utterances from 

S .A. League and :Bond quarters \'ii'tb regard to Rhodes. On Marcb 

5th the ne"Wly elect~ s.A .League Pree~dent addressed a meeti.ng 

.ot the Cape fot~n branch Ol b:ts Or~Janisat:i on. fhe meeting was 
' 

. 0(~tlle4 'to pass a resolution condemning the JudioiarJ' Bill 

reoentlJ enacted by tbe f~ansvaal Legislature•. (50) Brabant, 

1n his apeecb, referred to Rhodes' political future in the 

(50) C~p~ !rimes, 6 March 1897. 
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Colony and asked ·hi .. s o.udieDCe to consider "w.hat po.sitioll 

Mr.Rbodes should take up political11 whe·n he returned to 

th!is country." His .view 1tas that"•hen .Mr.Rhodee came back be 

· should be asked what he irtte!lded to do. . Sf !3r.lthodee ifttended 

to be of the Progressive part¥ the tefigu.e .uae prepared to 
., 

follow h:J.m, but be ehoula. object most strenuously to ba.ckins 

up M:r .Rhodes it he ,.,ent back to his bla· plan of ~sjng 'the 

Bond to further bi·s owl'l part:icula 1." poli.cy ~ •.• '" (5l) In other 
. . ~ . . . 

words,' the President of tbe League. was prepared to accept 

Rhode~ as leader of' the Progr.eseive PartN 1 provided that tle 

cut adr:L:ft completely from. the Bond~ Brabant• and pr.esumably 

other teaguesmen, were probably aware of the fact th(;lt flhodes 

entertained the fond bope o£ ,iJeeurinc the w.ppert of botb the 

Bond am the $ oA .I.eague ·Organisa,tions on his return to colonial 
' 

poiit:ics, ·and this the S•A .League ~as not prepared to tolerate. 

Nott while the recent counter--demon$trations orgard .sed 

bu tho bond after Rho4es • departure for England bad ind:i cated 

t'he oppos1 ticnt· of that organisation t(.) the &hotiea ·ovations~ 52) 

tbis .antipat~y· was bN no means generai anx)n6 Bondsmen. Hofmeyr 

etates that- "even an· offence .like the Jameson Ra~.d" bad not 

completely broken "all the ties of frienc.isbi.p ·and alliance \'Jb:i.ch 

bad grown up betneen Rhodes and the llondamen"; for. "amoJSg the 

leading members of the' organisation tbel'e were several,over 

whom be had· e.cquir· ed an influence, which tbey fotmd :i.t imposs1.• 

ble to ebake off .... {5}) The Rev~ s .. J. du Toit is quoted as be:i~ng 

among tb~'most powerful of them for Rbodes"had obtained an 

i·nterest in 'Di Patriot• and the reverend editor Ytas compelled 

to shape his opin:i.one accord:L~ly.tt (54) 'nut ~oit was even 

enabled to start a new paper "ft$t pagblad," V~i.ttl Rhodes• assis ... 

tance and this daily "did much tor: keep the pro ... fthodes feel:fng 

. alive snorig a 'small section o£ tb~ :farmers" .(55) 
(51~ SOuth Ai'r:i,:ca,·l3 March '1897, p.61s.' . 
(52). V:Lde sum;a •. 
(53) ltOl'iDeyr., op. cit., p. 514-. 
(54)~ lbid ..• 

(55) .Ib:l d .•• 
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Then too there •as n.a ... ·ae Waal, ·whcs tu:1.a· mentioned tn 

tbe telegram Rhodes r~aei:ved on 8 April 1896~ ap,peali~g to 
' . ' 

him to return to pol:l.t.ics. fhis telegJ"am statedt "D.O. de 
. '. ' (56) 

Waal and JOur :friends oa.nnot . too str.ongl.y urge .uou to comen 

(baok to politics);' in fact de Waal bad acted as go-betv.een 

for Rhod·es v.hen the latter feare& that HofmeJ:r uae goi.ng to 

attack bis anarter immediat~J.y after 'the Raid• ('5?) 

At tbe Bom Congress at ·.Malmesburr in fJarcb 1897, 

.tio?Jevet;' it· became palpa,bl3' elet>ll' that men like du T~~.t al.td· 

de waal •ere in the mhtor1 tJ for tbe follot~ing .re.soluti on 

t~as unani mouslr ·o~rri.ed a "!bat every . consjJl.eration .of 
' ' 

national. self;...respect, political honeetyand good. faittl com-
. . . . ' ..:: ' . 

pelo the Africander .Rational Party no long,er to give ~lr. 

Rhodes an iota of polit:lcal support, e:i.ther at pol::itical 

ga ~beringe • in the press • at the polls • :tn Parli.ament or 

anJwhere else." (5Sl "'be Bond had certainlN bi'oken off all 

'political relations llJ.tb RhoctesJ ancl Brabant•s tears con-

CEu·n1ng ~ mesallia.nce with that organisation under the leader­

sb5.p of tbe ex-J>remier were probablJ a11ay:e4 .• 

(i.ii) 

Before Parliament met i,n Apr:i.l two decisions wer'e 

taken in E~land which must lhave indicated 'tbat tbe Imper~.al 

Government was :Lntent on securing a settlement of South 

African affairs. 

First thex·e was the announcement tbat Sir Alf~ed 

Milner ·\'las to succeed Lord Rosmead as ftj gb Oomrnissioner in 

South Af'rica, (Sg) and then on rarc.b 6th, chamberlain drew the 
(S6)Micbell, op. ci.t., p. 281. · 
(57) Hofmeyr, op. c:i.t., -p. 500. 
(58) J:bid. • P• 5.;J.4. 

South Africa., 20 March 1897, p.664. 
(59) Walker, L.d.V., P• 298. . 
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attention of the So'utb .Afr:i:can Republic. to its breaches .of 

the xandon o~nv~ntion. <60 ) the ..• ,appointment and despatch, 
; ' 

coming as they did just after ·tbe tflo Republica had formed au 

~:tfensive 'and 4et'enaiV:e alliance, <.61) must bav·e made it ole(4r 

that· Britain was determined. ·to maintaj.n be:r 0QaVent1on rights 

as. Ylell as her paramountcv in South Africa. 

·. In view· of these decieiona by tbe Imperial Government 

it seemed' that a l'edrese of Uitlander grievances and the 

· observartcti· ·of· tne terms of the' London Convention 11ere essen­

ti.'l\l tf Kruger~ s ·Transvaal was not to become the scene .of 

hostilities in south Africa, 

On Apr:Ll 2nd 1 the seaoS.on opened anti at the outset 

it Wt\1 .. not clear !ftbence the Sp;iM Miniatru'e !3ttpport wo\1ld 

oome. There were a fe\1 members Of the A:fri.karlder National 

Part~ who still supported ·Rbodes, bu't by· a:nd· large that Party 

bad been consolidated as a ·sol:.i.diy ·anti--Rbode.n group under . 
tbo leadership of Scbreiner. · ~be Opposition in Parl)ament 

wb~lcb was officially led b' tnr•es; contai.ned 'two groups., the 

Liberals or ttoderate.s backed up by the S .A .P ·~ .. organ:i. sation 

and the Progressive Party<62) which lOcked upon Brabant as 

the parliamentary leader of theS.A.teague movement. (6') 

A mot:i.on .concerning peace tn south .Africa was moved 

on A prj l 15tfl by du foj.t. and the sent1.ments er.p:reased. by him 

were that peace could be beet attained •'by the faj ttlful and 

reciprocal observance.· of all obligations under treati .. es; 

conventions or agreements; that means could be devised to obtain 

.an amicable settlement of any differ~noes which my arise i.n 

the interpreta.ti.on of suoh obligat1ons. and that by the 

adoption of a pol:i cy of moceration, mutual conci.lia.tton and 
(6o) 'Ibid •• 
(61) lbj.d •• 
(62) Hofmeyr, op. ci.t., pp., 515 ... 516, 

Walker. vr.P.s., pp •. 96-97.e 
(6';) Vide suPrJ!. 

a---



fairness in ·the d:i.soussion ·O.f and dealing ~uitb all differ­

ences, tbe, ~tranquillity of South Atrica . would be further 
. ·(£4)· · ·aeau.redu. g ~ · 

' 

~o th:i.s moti·orr Innes movea an amendment, stat:i.ng that 
. I . 

peace could b'est 'be attained nbN ·t.be strict Observance of 

·the· terms o:t the conventions of LOndon by both parties 

· thereto;· b¥ the 'c.onsi.de:t.•ation ana· red:resa .of ·tegitjmte 

gri.evanoes· cin the pu.tt' of 'the Govei"nment of 'the South African 

Republtc, and by a continuance of· a' policy of ·ooderat:ton on 

the part of Her Najest~•s G~ve:rnment._t'(G5) 

1 · '!he ·debate wbj.ch f·Ollow.ed -faas ·lengthy alld .animsted. 
I 

I . 

innes was supported by .Liberals ~n<l ProgressiVEH.it .. and 

··vigor.ousl1 opposecf by ·Merrinan. !he latter stated that tt 

was witb 'deep regret that ·"he f-elt t.iilneelf obliged to separate 

himself" from· Innes ·on a Vi.tal question li.ke that before them. 

He refused to ·accept Innes • · daclaration that the amendment 

'Was a moderate 'measure·, for tthat it 'implied. was that tile 

supporters of Innes • · view were urging Chamberlain to ''Go oni' 

~bereas du ·To::i.t•s motion in tact said "Step back, stop~' ~66) 
When the ai V) eden wae taken on the amendment Beard, 

Berryt Brabant, Brotin., Crosbie, Douglass, Frost; Fuller, 

Baarhoff, Hutton, Innes~ Jones, Iai-ng1 Ie.t~renee, Palmer, 

Pearson, Rhodes, Robertson, fiJan, Sobermbrucke:r., Smartt, Smuts, 

Solomon, famplin, Thompson, Warren, Wetl~ Wiener and Wood 

voted in favour of it, while the lttS.n:i.strN, Aftikaner Party, 

Sauer and r:errinan oppo.sed it. !bs amendment was thus 

defeated bJ 41 votes to 32 .• (67) 

Innes recalls a memorable corwersation he bad w:i.th 

.Rhodes soon after this deba-te ended. 

l64'> .9.!\ie' Hansard, 1897., p. 79 
(65) lb:id ... p. 81. 
(66) Ibid., P•· 122. 
(67) Ibid., p. 143. 

From the divi.s.ion lists .... 
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on Innes • amendments to the Rai,d resolu:t:ton 1ft 1896 and 

· the Peace in Soutb Africa .motion in 1997 • 1t appeared tbat 

the Leader of the Oppos:ttion had a substantial backing .... 28 

in 1896 and '2 j,.n 1897. Rhodes drew his attention to the 

fact and stated that the members who had supported Innes • 

two proposals ought to be consoli.dated. Rhodes would be able 

to effect that process. Wbat was more, he ttenlarged on the 

extent of the progress1.ve support h~ c-?uld ·oomnand" and 

o.ffered to gj. ve .Innes "a few J)u;tchmen' ·• ( 68) Innes •as 1e ft 

to "think it over'~ but he ·Obviouslr d:td not even ·consider 

the ·thought Rhodes had put to bim for ·be states, "Holding 

- the vi.ews I did of the part be had pla.Jed in the Raid con­

spiracy, it was impos.s:ible for me to enlist under his 

banner". (69) Rhodes a~d Innes were aware that in both divi­

sions the bulk of the opposition bad voted "not ant:i.-Sprigg 

but p1·o-Rbodee 11 and it was to this fact that Bhodes bad drawn 

Innes• attention.<70 > 

Rbo~es • attempt to coneolida'te the 28 to 30 

.supporters of Innes• ;amendments in 1896 ·and 1897, must be 

viewed in the light of the unani.mous decision taken by the 

Bond at its r~lmesbury Consress in tLrch 1897 just before 

Rhodes returned from England. <71> R.bodes realised that he 

o.Quld count on the allegiance of a few !o.ndsmen in the House, 

and i.f he could persuade Innes and about thirty of the mem­

bers who had supported his amendments to combine forces, 

Rhodes seemed assured of a majorj.ty in Parl:lament, ~his 
< 

mjor:i.ty would enable bim to pursue .h:ts aim of· closer un.ion 

in South Africa along consti.tut:ional lines. 

(68) Rose Innes, op. cit., pp. 143-144. 
(69) Ibid., p. 144. 
( 70) Ibid. , p. 14 3 • 
(71) Michell, op. c).t.,. P• 316. 
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Soon after tbe Peace ill .south Atr:tca debate con­

cluded, Merriman asked· Innes t~hEltber be intended to JDO'Ve 

a no•confidence resolution. , Innes·• x·eply was that it was 

not practical politics" tc;» do eo .for 11the :real Oppoai tion 

were ranged on the Government side of the Bouse; the majority 

ot those who sat behind me were not really in Opposition; 

a bardful at most 'fiOuld follow me across the floor on such 

a motion". C72> Events Wlere soon 'to show that l:nnee bad in 

fact gauged the feeling of . the members in Op!jOsi tion on an 

issue such as no-confidence ver,; accurately. 

On . April .30th Pt!erriman moved b:i s vote of censure 

i on the Goverrunent 4ind gave as bi.s reason for 4oj.ng so the 
! 

- incapacit)' of the Government to seek peace and maintain it. 

The Government bad no policy Vii tb rega~a to the vexed 

questions wh.1ch demanded t~~1.r attent:i.on, be stated• (7l> 
and :furthe.r.more be fe.l1t "that tho. main o'b3ect and ef~ ct of 

tbei~ policy dur:i.ng the last few months bad le en to trake it 

.absolutely impoes:ible for any repr~sentatione they might 

make to the Transvaal to be listened to, and part:i cularly 

an.J repre.eentati.one in the direct:ton of those :reforms Vtbich 

they all cona:tdered neoessar1 11 • (74 ) 

In the debate wh:toh followed ·the speech of 

Innes deserves particular attention for in it be gave his 

reasons for not moving the vote of no-confidence, ttb:i.cb be 

should have do.ne as .Leader of the Opposi.tion. (75) Inn.es 

stated that ' nothirJg would have pleased h:tm better than to 

have proposed a want of confidence in the gentleman who sat 

. opposi teR and while, he 11as contemplat:ing tho action be 

would take, he bad been "promised ass:i stance from wbollU 

unexpected quartersJJ if be decided to move a "ote of no-

conftdence. On thtnking the matter over, howevex·, 
'{72) Rose Innes, op. cit., p. 144"., · 
(73) Cape. Hansard, 1897, Po 172 et •. seq .. 
(74) Ibid., p. 17'5. 
(75) Ibid., P• 17~. 

he had 
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come to the conclusion that 1the coul4 not propose such a 

mot:ton v.:ith ai'IJ hope of success unless be did one of two 

things - dismount from the plat:f~rm be bad be thoJ.Agbt con-
, ' 

sistently stood upon for some time past, or take to another 

platform''. Because "it 11as impossible for b::i.m to decide 

upon this step it YYas j,mpossible for -hi.m to come before the 

House at the present time". He announce~ that whatever the 

outcome of the debate .might be tle intended to ree.ign :as 

Leader of the Opposition. lnnee foresaw that be ~ould be 

accused of bringing a llond Min1.stry into off:l .. ·Ce by supporting 

Merr:tman• s motj.on, but he contended tbat a Bond-ridden 

M1n:Letry wee already in office and what he had consistently 

advocated and still wished to see was a truly Bond Ministry 

in ~ower, carrying out its own programme ..• <76> 

With regard to the Spri.gg administration, Innes 

a:ttaoked the Government .for neither leadi.ng the country nor . 

tbe House on a single occasi,on "throughout one of tbe .most 

tr~u.'blous p~riods in south Africa history"~ (77) 

Brabant then stated bis- pos;.tion to be "the .most 

painful o:f anyone in the Housen for 11b:ile he had constantly 

spoken and voted agai.nat the Government. te intended to vote 

to keep it in. The policy Braba.nt supported 'Would be 

"endangered in the h::lghest degreen it be voted for a motion 

wbicb would have the effect of put:ting e Bona Ministrr in 

office. Brabant ws.s -supported by Progressive Party members 

1'i bo r·efueed to give Merriman ••a bl$nk cheque· • ('7S) 

The question was then put and the divlsion re­

sulted in a tie, -whereupon the .speaker stateti it to be his 

duty to give his vote .for the Noes &nd thus 

motion was defeated. {79) 

(76) Ibid., p. 178. 
(77) Ibtd. 
(78) Ibid. , p • 184. 
(79) Ib;.a., p. 193. 

the no-conf:S.dence 
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~he vote of censure thl.S supported by six of' thfJ IJ,.bEI"al 

members - Bea.rd, Hay, In~es, Jc.'T•ff.Olteno, Solomon and fl:i.ener -. 
all but six of the Afrikaru~l', fiatl.oul PartJ 'members and Sauer 

. . 
·and Merriman. fhe Government was supported bV the Progressi.ves, 

".· two Liberal members(SO) - ler~y and Jones .. and silt members 

of the Afrikaner Nat:i.onal PartJ • de Villiers, D.o. de Waal, 

Olivi.er, LOuw, Venter and Wege. (Sl) Innes r~lates that tbe 

41visi;on listG confirrr1ecl bio "suspicions a! to the ·.names of 

. some of the 1.f.ew Dutchmen' whom Rhodes arrogate<! t~e right to 

control" •bile his anti.cipation as to the Opposi.ti.on .rump 

was oonfl.rmed. <82~ - . 

After April ~th; therefore, lnnes supported by m 

_ indep~ndent sect:i.on o~ six members• ·sat on the cross benches, 

from where be could ng:i.ve an independent support to liberal 

measureiJ!S3) !he L:U>er,sl Part:; which dtAriag the 189() E;&11UdOn 

had numbered 'eleven adbe.rents bad offi.ciall~ ,ceased to· exj st. 

~be diVisions on tbe :Peace J.i'l south Atri.ca motion 

and vote of censure revealed bow very vague party distinctions 

in the House \lere. On the first -4ivia1on the .. Ptiinistry .bad 

voted with tbe Af:r:Ucaner National Party, tJerriman and. Sauer 

against the Progreesi.ve and Liberal ,t>arti es • ':be vot& of 

censure found the prev:i.ous opponents of 'the Government in the 

role of supporters of tbe r.11nistry a!ld the Liberal and Afr).• 

kaner National par:1.ea divj.deci in their attitude to the Sprj.gg 

· administrat:ion. It 1Uls then made abundantly clear that pure 

pat-ty government was absent in colonial politics :i.n 1897. 

That poli'tical parties •ere still in a state of flux 

is borne out by the vjews e"presoed in south AIX::i ca in MtW 

1897. lt reported tbat as a result of the 4ivis1on on Merri­

man's motion "the Progressive Dutch members, eight (?) o:f Vihom 

(80) 

'(81) 

~~;~ 

fhe Liberals, smuts, Brown and Hutton did not vote. 
Tamplin had become a Progressive. 
Cape Hansard, 1897; p. 193 • 
Rose Innes, op. cit., p~ 144. 
l:bid.' p. 145. 
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.. 
. voted with .the Government" woulti· probablr be drawn "i.nto 

the camp of tbe Moderate lmperia.l party1 wboee policy •as 

expounded by Sir J .Gordon Sprigg ... (S4) I~eeci' tb:i.e newspaper, 

probably prompted. by a feeling of relief tbat the. Colony was 
i ; I ~~ • I -

not to see a Schreiner - Merriman lint stry in otftce, 

I 

·reported that nsigns exist of a speedu break up .of the Afr:i.·­

kander Bond~ A meeting is to be held tomorrow .for tbe 

.formation o.f a new MOderate Afrikander· part; attd ·thi.$ will 

be tbe ~eg:i.nning .of the end. of the Afrikander Bona••."(S5) 

Innes v.ae severely cr,iticioed by the p,ape ~imas for 

.stat.ing that be wished to see an <H.at-and....out Bond Ministry 

in of:fice.'(S6) · Thi.s neVtspaper· felt tha't wbon the Transvaal 

Volksraad met, it would tell Chamberlain tbat it declined 
·. . 

to repeal laws wbich cla,shed with tbe London convention and 

in the circumsta.ncee it was "nothing short of criminal to 

render up the strategiC pOsiti.On Of Cape Colony into the 

bands of Mr .Sauer, and .of a partr threatening cj.vil \liar, i .. n 

· Cape 0Qlony". (S?) South .Africa repOrted that tbe s.A.League 

bad passed a resolution urging that the Pr:i.me 'Min:i.ster be 

strongly advised to avoid plaJiDg into t~e hands of Sauer 

and Merriman, and called on Sprigg to refuse to res:ign in 

tbe ex:i sting intense condi.tion of affairs. Such a res:i.gnation 

would only be regarded as an act of treason to"ards loyal 

inhabitants of the Colony.'(BB) The S.A • .teague v:te11 was shared 

by the S.A.P.A. for an executive council meeting, at which 

Jagger pres:5.ded, resolved "fhat in the opinion Of this asso­

ciation it is of the utmost .importance for tbe preservation 

o:f peace that any Government wh:i.ch mii.N bolJi Office in tbis 

ColOhJ .should beart:i ly support the Imperial Government in 

.(84) South Africa, 8 May 1897, P• ';07 
(85) Ibid. 
(86) Cal!,! T;tmes, l May latJ7. 
(87) Ibid •. 
(88). South Afrtca, 22 May 1997, P• 424 
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minta:: ning tbe London Convent:: on anl1 tr.o Br:i t.t sb ~:u,t..J:tiT'JCh.!Y 

in Ot;tL ::. r: ca". ( U9) 

After tbe all-:i fi'JJOrtant no ... ,.:;.)nfj de nee d ·v:: sion Vtas 

op1-ortun:: ty of shov.:· ng wbere the: r sympath~ es lay :' n relJ..J.tj on 

to tt.~.e duties agreE:)d upon at the Jv.stoms \Jn:; on .;onvent:: on 

in January 1897. No reductj on hi.id been ugi'CE.id Hi on 'If: th 

rega1·d to tbt duty on meat and flotcr. J t 'lias th(~refore pro-

posed by Drabant that ttJe duty on co1 n and gri..4 .; n be 1edvced 

from 2s. to 1~6d • ~hen the d~visjon w~s c.lled ior, Brubunt, 

Ba1·nato, Beard, Berry, Vro,.n, l'ull(H, hay, Jnnes, Jones, 

La~r~nce, Palmer, Scher mbr ucke!', :...mvts, :..olomon und 'IampL n 
(90) 

voted ~ n f. ~voL.r o 1 tte mot:; on, wh ~ le 56 "nayes O,i;. osed _: t. 

On the motion of Jones th&tt the duty on flo:.. .. r be redLced froiJI 

5s. to -,s. 6d., Schermbr uckcr desertet1 tbe J?I ogress: ve­
(91; 

lndept;ndent camp y.,h~ le r..crr:1 m.m sq;J. Ol'ted them. 

In order to ~nderstand the inclts~on 01 certa;n 

planks in tb:; Fror;re~.;s~ ve Party platform dt.,r.1 ng U t 1E9b 

elect·on c ... dr.,pu~t;n, brief rt:.!ercnce .~s necess;;:u·y to Cfnta~n 

issues v;b:ch Ytere ra~sed dur:;n,. tt.e lb97 seu::·on. 

~rly :.\ n tb(: sect'· on, J nnes ra: sed the quest.: on of 

a ReeL strj bution of . eats. He AE:1ked v.t.etLer · 1. \"'as the 

intent:; on of the Government to deal w:' tt; tbe qt;est.: 011 ••••• 

before ttH.:: m xt General Elect:: on" an<1 rf;ce.: ved tt.e ·...tSSt.-rance 

from ~;pr·.;gg that :;t ..;omrrissjon WOL·.ld be <;lp~oin-r.,ed to re..tort on 

. (92) the matter dur·· ng tht:; m :xt sea:::: on. 

rr:ates, tt1e Proe;ress:i vee a.nd :1 ndependcnts attu.;.:;ked tt~c G OV<;.t n-

reent :for : ts h:. .. \ndl::ng of the rebell:~ on ~hicL h; .. u1 broken o: .. t 

in r'echuanaLind in :Jecemb(;r 1896. ( 93 ) Th • s rcbell~ on Ytas 

(89Y Cafe 'limes, 4 May 1B97. ---.·~ 
{90) ~pe Hansard, 1U9'7, p.2oo. 
(91) Ibid., pp. 200-1 
( 9 2 ) ) b :id • ' p • 4 • 
(93) lb~d., p. 239. 



- 168 -

stated to have been cat .. sed by the shoot: ng o:f C;<ttle wh' ~L 

had become necessary :in order to cot.nteract the Oi.tbreak of 

rinde1·pest. Solomon commented on the ita: of £170,000 :fo1 

Bechuanal~nd and h~:&st crr·1 qua land d. cturbances una stated th"'t 

had the Govo·nmtnt dealt w:: th 3al:i sh:i we betv.een 1'ecember ls"'\.> 

and 5th, there ~ould h .• ve been no rebell ~on j n the lt;.~ngcberg 

at tbe time. Solon:~on was supported by Ler1·:m..tn, SaLe:r, Brabant, 

Thompson, ~arren and Tampljn. (94 ) 

During the debate jn JOiH :i tteE:: on tbe Amt;nded and 

Add·5tional School Regvl~;tt·ons, d-"sappointl:J(;nt W<i\S ex1)rL:ssed 

by all pa1·t~es on tLe fail~re of the covc1nm~nt to :ntrod~ce 

a COhJ.<rehens~"t; Ed1..cat:on .Bill. 

~T.~ l orted the fr ogress: ves : n the· r der&tnd that ti~e £ tor L 

grant prOJ.·Osed by ti, e Governmt;nt be mod:: f·i ed ·~o enable the 

SlJi-{rsely l opuli:ited country d:i str-" cts to der:; ve tl•e benef:i t of 

euuc&.t: on. <9') 

The session ended on June 24th aftc.:: a mot:2 on by 

Innes tb; t arr~..angements be male "to t;tl range some bas: s 01 

contribution by this colony towards the IrrpE::rinl N.1vy", {9G) 

h;.•d been unanj mously eadopted by tLe {. g•·) 
House. · 1 Sp1 · &~ thtn 

de 1 arted for J::ngland to represent the ...:olony at tl.e ueen• s 
(99) 

Jubj lee. ( ~.k i lnnes fo11o~ed soon after to hol:i.d.:.:.y ovei·sea. 

In the Jolony ti.e politic~! orgun: sa'L:i ons tbre11 themselvea 

:into fur:iot...s prep.x·at:ons for· the Legi:::h.lt~ve Jot.lnc·l 

elections ~n ~arch 1898. 

--------·-··---·--
(94) ~ bjd.' p. 348. 
(gr::. 

-··) Jbid., p. 4)4. 
(96; lbj.d.' p. 37&. 
( (''"'' ;; I : J.b:e., P• )B9 
(98i Rose J nnes, op. cj t., P• 146. 
( 9<~· i Ib:.d., p. 14b. 
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pbapter Vlll 

(i.) 

In April.l897 Rhodes bad returned from giving evidence 

before the House of Commons Committee of Enqui.rN into the RaJ.d .• 

He was il&lcomed by the Progressivee<1>:wbom be informed that 
I 

he had bad enough "of physical ag:i.tation'' alid would hence-
(2) 

forth strive to achieve hi.s ends by constitutional means. 

The situation in the Transvaal •as ment;.oned when Rhodes told 

the gathering "Join no party whose direct programme is to 

keep race feeling a·l:i.ve.. Use your time, your energy., and any 

. 1Dflu.ence at the polls you may possens., to see that the hope­

less system prevai l:i.ng elsewhere in South Afr:i.ee shall end. 

We must as a par'ty be for equal rj.ghts and equal laws for 

every Vi bite man•':. (3) 

It was in order to fOJ?m such a party tha1i he had nput 

a thought" to .Innes during the session of 1997 and probably 

received no reply... (4) 

But there Vias Garrett of the ,Ce.p$ 'limes ready to work 

for the consol:idation of all progressive ·elaments in the 

Colony so that a united Progressive .Front \PJOuld confront the 

Bond organisat:ton at the polls when the Legislati.ve Council 

elections took place in March 1899. That this would prove a 

difficult task wa.s apparent .from the outset for on the 

questions of support :for Rhodes and fiscal refo;rm, tbe S .• A .• P,.A .• 

and S.A.League differed radically,. On the other band there 

were issues on wh:i ch these two o.rganisations agreed, notably 

the introduct:lon of party_government and a redl.str:ibution of 

seats. then too Innes bad shO\,ed that he favoured the redress 
(1) Walker, L.d. V. •. , p. 302. ·- ...... 
(2) Fuller, op. cit. 9 P• .,17 .• 
(3) Ibid. 
(4) Vide sum,. 
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of legit:i.rna.te grieva·noes of tbe Ui tlanders by the Tra.nsvaal 

Volksraad and tbio augured well for such a coalition. It 

therefore remained for Garrett to find way.s and means of 

overcoming the two contentious issues. Once this.was done· 

·there seemed every li.kelibood of the Progressive forces 

being consolidated. 

Garrett's nel1spape:r caD:~pa:i.gn 11b:i.oh aimed at en­

listing Innes and iRS$) facto hie supporters as adherents 

o:f the Progressi.ve Party of which Rhodes was to be the 

leader, started in May 1897·~ , . ... 
Rhodes • overtures to Innes had taileei to effect 

the formation of a party which would assure him of support 

for b:ts closer un:ton plan. The t;l.me bad come for Garrett to 

win Rhodes over to the Progreselve cause, for as yet be had 

given no indication that hE! was prepared to become a Pro­

gressive. And so the cape ~imes on flay 22nd embarked o.n a 

scheme to make Rhodes not only a prog:tessi.ve bu' the .leader 

of the Progresai.ve Party. The first plank i.n any South 
. 

African liberal platform "must be the Uitlander Questiont~ 

the paper declared, •and this is a struggle on wb,cb Mr. 

Rhodes is indeed embarked past recaun. lt -was not expected 

that Rhodes •ould "suddenly come out in neti colours as the 

great democrat and free trader 11 nor as. a supporter. of en 

excise, for ttle Paarl was at:lll a stronghold of' the Afri­

kaner .minority Yih3.ch remained fa;. tbful to him. On the 

Cheap Food question the Cape T:imes felt that it liou.l4 be 

quite content .if i.t could "screVJ him up to that modest 

'25 per cent• of economic joo tice·n "Wb:ich represented '"the 

high•t~tater mark of Eastern llz'ovince •progressives• ". But 

there were progressive measures such as Education, .the 

Liquor La" f9r th.e TraDak~.i; and the compulsory Scab Act 

Which Bpodes md supported tieveh in his days ttf Bondage" 
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11b~cl, recommended him to the lrogre~c<ves. Jf nov. he wot..tld 

support Redj str-~ but:l on, a prof;ressjve plu.t:Corm of :fot r plank, 

was rei;ldy to h<:tnd with "a party formin;_, to st·.L ort 5 t, :· n 

se.-\rch of a leader w:1 th Mr .Rhodes' quali t~ e~". This VillS 

Rbodeu • cha nee "and what ~ s he go: ng to r~ke of : t .. : '' tbe 

leude1· !.iS ked. ( ~) 

:St;t no re}Jly was forthcorf'ing and so G::Arrett turned 

hi~, Cittention to Innes, who ~-oon l'as to show ttJ::J.t be ~:till 

aclherud tj rmly to tt.e .Pr:i nciples m had e~.pourxled in 1L93 

and enl-:.tr~;(.;d on :.tfter tt,e lb:· d. 

In 1893 lnnes hdd expr·essed h:i s intention of giving 

SUH;Ort to men v.t1o would strive :in 1:>....trl:i ament to bring ...~.bovt 

progre~::sive leg)sl'-4t;on.( 6
i Aftm 1:96 he baa refused to be 

<:1SSoc:iated with <-tny movement th<~t 'flus raci::J.l:i st~ c or pro­

Rhodes.('"() DtAr~ ng .December. 1897 he demonstrated qL: to clear-ly 

th .t those ~ere st~ll his sent:ments. 

It ~as on the quest~on of J.A.F~~re•s c~n6'dat~re 

in the for-thcoming P<Hl1ament .ry elect:1 on th:::tt Innes was called 

upon to dec:i de v.hett1e. he ftt:1S prepared to ador;t as tbe S .A .P •"•. 

Jn Januctry 189rt Inne ... 11rote to Fatire ~nd ·:;.~eked 

bin. Y~h<.:.tt hh' v::e\H: tiere on clausef::: 2a, b, c, d, e, f, _.n:l g 

of the :.:.A • .P.A. Uonst~tut~on,(t:J, cLt;ses wh:"c~, •Hn-e t 1Sed ~·u 

tte ele~tj on platform o:f '!..be S .A .:f .... :l n tt.c 1E90 Leg5 c Ltt:; ve 

Got.,ncj 1 elec.:t: ons. ln rq ly Fut;.re stated that h~ W:AS ''for 

the re-.H.1 j ustrr cnt of the ,;\..£tom Turiff so s to cheapen the 

cost on all trlt: necessarj eE of 1· fe otbt.r tLan those produced 

in tbL: colonyu ;;.and f voL.red the ; mposi t:· on of ~11 e ;:..c· :..e 

~'so long <JS ~t falls on the con~ .. ur;~er ••• " On tbe quest:ion:.:· of 
-------------------------------------

pape T.: mea, 22 :.a~,r 1C97 • 
.Y..ifut s t· pra • 
V ; de ~; .. P!.!!. 
J ..... F..;.ure to J .Rose :nne~, lY Jtlnuary 1897. (R.-, .1'.) 
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R$sponsj,ble Government, compulsory educat:i,on.; the pro-
, 

hibi:tion o.f the sa~ of liquor to :aborig:i.Z'ial natives• nattve 
' '• 

policy ~~4 increased parliamEI'ltary representation, :raure 

bad not committed b:S.mself. (9) 

I f.~ere the matter rested until December when a nealy-

' . :f'or~d "Rbodesite,. Electoral Committee(lO)in Cape Town 

, . decided to adopt Faure as it_s candidate in tho Legislative 

~ouncil e.l~ct.io,ns, (ll) !rom, ~bat followed tt must be con~ 
c.luded that the S .• A .. P.A 0 and Electoral Oomm3.ttee bad inten-

: /.l' ·' ' . . " . • • ' ~ . . . 

. ded to co-operate :i.n secur.1ng the .return of Progres.sive 

ca ndidate.s !,in 'M~arc h 1898, -but that the q uest:lon of Faure • s 
' ·, 

candi4at\lre caused the·SoA.P.A. to break ita pact witb tbe 
' ' . 

Elec,oral Committee •. .W:bat is more,Jagger .resigned from the 

S~A.P.A. and ·joined the Electoral Commi.ttee. (l2) 

. , According to the ~ Times tth1.cb announced the 

. resignat~.on on December 5r~, Jasger, bes:i4Ets bei.»g a member 

of tbe s.A.P.A. ,was also a member of '"a small electoral 
' . 

committee wbidl may 'be taken, or at least has been taken, 

as in some aense or al'.lOtber •Rhode.sj.te' ". lnnes had ma:i.n-

tained that these two organi.sations t~ere incotnpatible and 

· Jagger thereupon resigned fl'Qm. the S .A .P.A .,(l5) 
. ' 

iut ~n the follO'I'Iirig day a letter wri.tten by Innes 

revealed t~at Jagger had resigned because the s.A.P.A. had 

refused to adopt Faur~ as one of its candidates. 1'he ·reasons 

given for thi.s refusal were that Faure bad ":ha. the past votod 

aDtj.-Exciee and anti.•Liquor Bill. He has supported the 2d. 
(9) Ibjd. . -' ..... 
(lO)Iater known as the Pr·ogrQssive Electoral Commtttee and 

subsequently as the central Progresei.ve Committeeo T.E" 
Fuller , was Chairman of the latter and it seems probable 

· triat thi.s organi sat:Lon was indeed formed by a nucleus of 
those Progressi.ves 'flho dur1.ng the F:l ret .Rhodes f!.inistry 
belonged to the Progressive Committee 1.n Parliament. 

(11) Cape 2:j.mes, 4 December l897.o · 
(12) lbid. , 3 December 1897. 
(13) Ibid. 



b I ) 

\ . 

~ 175 .., 

duty on meat an~ an 1,ncreaaed duty ·On grain". In tact Faure 

had nott•stood on a: single plank of the S.A.P.A. platformu~l4) 

':fhe Ca~e ~).mee rigbtla concluded that what was really 

· at the root· of the matter· was "tbe ·much larger question of 

. the relations of· Liberal Progresaives in the Colony wi tb the 
.. 

large (probably much larger) section of colonists Viho n~ay be 

roughly described. ae anti.•Bond, .,ithout beihg particularly 

Progressive" •, (l?) OettQ:tn issues· 11ere sta:te4 to be shaping 
- . 

themselves ae tbe election approa·cbed• issues both external 

and internal to the .Cape Colony and whereas the S.A.LGagte 

\1<.1 .. s. soubd on one set, the S.A·.P.A • 11as equallN eound on the 
~· . 

other. There were many members of the S .A .;P.A. and S .A • 

. League who were. sound on both• Where the ·decision bad tcbe 

ma4e betV~een candidates sound ·On both S,.,A. ·League and S.A.P.A. 

platforms and candidates aotmd orr neither, the solution was 

simple. In all other cases the Oaree . ..rimes felt tba.t the choj.ce 

of candidates nmust turn on the relative amount of :i.mportarlce 

to be attached to the two sets of pri.n61ples' and on practical 

and personal sj.de-iesues•to (l6) Jagger• s attitude was ob­

viou.sJ.J supported ·by the Cape ~~imes, end :i.n V:i.:ett of the fact 

that Garrett tJtas attempting to attract all ant:i.-Bond sections 

to the Progressive Party, this championing of Jagger's stand 

is understandable. 

No doubt the quest1.on of Faure's candidature sbo'ffed 

Garrett tbat his conquest of Innes :•as to be no simple matter 

:for I.nnes was averse to compromi.ae, even at a time tvben the 

political :future of the Colony seemed a"t etakEh 

On December l;tb J.agger stated that be tlad resigned l 
' i 

from "the Executive of tbe S.A.P.lh because Of lnnes• statement! . . I 
l: 

that all the reforms desired bu that .. oraanisation "would come V 

(i4)''b iiimes, 4 Dece.mber 18;77 "" '· f 
(15) Ib1d. . ~ 
(16) Ibid. I 
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some day ••• n(l?) These words Jegger felt "would come ver1 

appropriate.ly .from some philosopher who never leaves bi.s · 
I 

stddy., but not from an active political leader".; Innes was 
) 

not taking 'steps ·to see the men who· .supported .b:ts pla.tform 

returned to. tbe Leiisl.ative Oounoi11 the s·.A.P .• A. VIas not 

'formed .on a. euffi.ciently broad basis• and the lack of funds 

· •ould prevent tbat association :trom doi.ng any eff'ecti ve polj .... 

tica 1 organisation o·utside the .Peninsula·. (lS) 

· .· · Now ftb1le it is true that innes' statement that 

reforms "would come some clat• was only tnade in· a speecb after 

Jagger bad. resigned; (l·9) it does seem likel1 that lnnes• 

··idealism coupl.ea with the other or:i:ticisme Of Innes and the 

· s .A .P .A. baa ·in fact prQmpted tbe .res:i.gnat'!i.on. 'lhere Via.s 

every indication that, the oo.miflg electoral contest would be 

a bitter ·.one ani. that a forcfJfUl leaaor t~ould he required by 

the party wb1ch was to oppose the Doni at the polls. Innes 

had not impressed Jagger as baving the qUali.tiee of such e. 

1. leader and the s.A.-P.A. • with :tts lind ted funds and teo clearly 

· defined ·political platform, 11as ·not the organiaatj on wb:i.ch 

would effecti.vely ·oppose ·the Bon<l· tn the Colo.ny. It was 

probably for these reasons that J.agger decided to throw in 
- . 

· his lot with the Electoral ·aamm:i.ttee •hicb ·was probably better 

endowed with funds and bad a broad enough basis to- attract 

all anti.•Bond colonists. 

Innes sbo1ie4 tbat he was not prepared to compromi.se 

on the question o'f Faure• e candidature and .in b:is election 

speech at S:tmonstown .on December lOth· he expressed bi.s viet~ a 

on the "Rhodes queat:i.onn. (20) !ben be· stated that it was 

quite impossible :for bim to discuss the lines the elections 

were likely to be fought upon "without 
(17) . cape T:i.mes, 13 December 1897. 
(18) Ib:i.d. . 
(19). On December lOth at Simonstown. 
(20) .Q!.e! Times , ll Deoomber 1897 o 

aaJi.ng something of the 
·- •. J:si 
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position occUJ>:i.ed :ln politics b7 l\"J1' .• llbodes, fiOt only 

be.cause Ur .Rhodes was a big .man and most powerful f~ctor :· ' : '·; 

in Colonial politics; but because many of rr.r .• Rbodes• friends 
; ' ~ i : ~ i . '. ' 

'·· 
ind:iscreetl.y• in .h:i.e opinion • seemed to be bent upon 

:I ; . ' • , • • 

fightirag.these elect:i.ons on Mr.Rhodes• name, mkirag it a 
' ; · I··; ·, 

r • 

. pers.onal matter • and their ob3e ct seemed to be to eleet anJ. 
• >' ;t , •' ',' : :; • : • I I 

. candidates Y~bo would call themselves a.dberents of ff.r.ahodes. 
: ! ".' ''I ' I • \ ' ' • ' I ' t • ' • 

though upon ma-tters connected vd.th essent:i.al politics tbey 
' j ' ;'·' ' ' , , , . ' I ' 

' . 'I "' 

• might .be as far asunder as. the poJ.es. If _they read tbe 
' ':- ) • •\ i ( ' . ; I . . ' . ' 

pres~ of the countr7 and listened to what theJ beard, j_t was 
I ; '.' \ I ' , , : 

quite clear that the extreme men on both aid.es were ·aeter-
• ' . i : ! ' . ~ . ' ' . 

mined to. divide the whole communitJ ana the whole· country 
; ~ '.:· . :~ ; / ' . ~- . ' . ') 

into tVtO camps, Kruger and Rhodes.• In tbie scherre of 

,tllings there 'tfa~·no room for moderate mea. tor politicians 
• i ' ' ; ' \, 

who were not n i.n the service of lU' .abodes •. ,. • 9 were in the 

• 

1 

service ~f Paul KrUger .. ,,,tt,(2l) lnnes refused to' be driven 

into ea:ther of these camps " .- not by any .amount of popular 
" . •' ' 

;, ~ ' ' 

clamour •. pot by any amount of pe.rsonal crit:icism ••• ·" 
'' l ' . ' 

;rurtberrnore, if the electi,o.ns uere to be fought on Rhodes 

. and anti-Rbo~es li.nes, "the result \'GOuld be e great amount 

of passion and racial feeliug .atld bitterness, \'Which vvould 
. . . 

work incalculable 1njur)' in the future". lt was neither 

prop~r, . exped:i.ent, nor right "after 'dlat bEd happened dur:i.ng 

the past two years, to accept any :name as a rallying cry" 

durin~ the coming. election campaign. (22 ) . 

Finally, on this question, lnnes explained that be 

felt Rhodes should come forward and say that he bad large 

questions to deal with in the North, and enough to occupy 

bi s attent.i.on there for the P' esent 1 so that he bad no 

. dt!sire to take a, prominent part H1 Cape politics. If he 
•.,. * r- __. 

(21+ Ibid •. 
(22) Ibid. 
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di.d this, Innes said, "he ·would be do:i.ng a real servi:ce to 

the countrr''. <23) 

By th~ end of December 1897, therefQre'1 ':tnriE:ts' bad 

sboVin that ·in f;lddi t3.on to b1e r-efusal to ex:. .mpromif!e orr 'the 

question of support for a· cana1date wbo o.i.:d not subsdrj.be to 

a progressive atst:i liberal platform.· be would net join 'the 

_ranks of the pro~Rbodes pattr •bo were seeking to fight ·the 

elections on. racial lines • 

. on Nev1 Year's Day 1898 Garrett once ·agairl attempted 

to induce the £hA rol? • .A. a~d Innes to co-operate Wi.th tbe ibodee 

partt which embraced the s.A .• teague ana El~etoral committee. <24} 

.At the· ~me time Garrett appealeti to Rhodes to pledge himself 

to eome planks in the Progressive pla-tform. 

~he political si tuat:i.(lft in the aa·pe Colony was 

t!ominated by the Uitlander ,_.tJsue in ttle 'RraJUlivaal• Garrett · 

stated.- ~he Rhodes-Kruger· ·anti thesi a .in south Africa had now 

becom& the Rhodes-Hofmc.rr anti thesis in the ·Oape Colony. ~be 

supporters 'of &rugeri.sm had been dri:ven to tbe anti.,;;Px:ogressive 

side, while ttu~ Reform PartJ found :itself 4riven into the erma 

of Rhodes, "wlio in April '(1897) formulate6. as bia war-.c.rr 

.•Equal rights for all white men south of the Zambes:t. ••. (25) 

While Hofmeyr therefore "as the lC!a.der of the partN supporting 

f~uger:l.sm vs. the Uitlanders, Bbodes was lookec1.upon as the 

leader of the party tr'eating Ktuger•s Government as the danger­

point in the political situation. The 'ai.m !las to uni.te the 

Progressives (lnnes• group) witb the ·abodes partr.<26 ) 

ln attempting to achieve this un:it.ed Progressive 

front • the des.ire was not "torrerge the 'Innes wing in the Rhodes 

pa.rty • wi tb Mr .Rhodes as sole ana suftfcient leader" • Garrett 
t n r Y a - . --* -.* - .- :·• • n ... 

l January·1898~ 
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continued, for Rhodes could never lead the "out-and-out 
' . . . . 

Liberal Progressives". ~27) What Garrett .~esS.rca to see was 

the R~odes ,and Innes -.ings "as .mucb;all~eel aq;a:i.mt the Bona •. 

Je.trogressi vet Republican, . Jll,ooo ... i s•thicker•than-common• 
> \ I ' 

sense-party.," as the Censcrvativee were with the Liberal 

. Un1onists·in;England.~ 2.8) 

ln order to effect thi.s allia~ce, i:t 'las necessa.ry 

that lnne$ "s~ould make .it clear that Jlis Simon•s Town speech 

did· not mean any. adhesion. on b:i.s par~ to the •ostracise 
. . : . . : ~ . . . . . ' 

. Rhod£Ht1 , :one-man-vend.et'ttl ,policJ of the official Bond" and 
' - ' r . ~ • , I : • • • r , 

secondly, ·that ft'bodes. ".shQultl pledge bi.mself to some reason-
. . .. . I 

able .fraction of the Progreseive :P~tfo.rm so tlell supported 
' ' ,· ' 

.. bf Mr .Innes"~ 29) 
: ! 

It ehoul3 n~t be 4iff:toult for R~ocles 'to ~ccept 

some of the Progress1.ve plank,, Garrett ~tatea. for :be was 

.alreac'ir a Progrees1ve vi tb regard ~o Redi~:tr:J.but:ion and Oom­

·-· pulsory Ed~eat:lon •. li' now he could add to ~heso support tor 
' ' ! 

- tbe Innes Liquor Bill and the 25% reduction in ·cluties on 

'bread ·and mat, tbere would be nothi.ng to b:tnd.er the all:i ance. 

·. Both Xnn~s and R.hodes were s~ated to be agreed on the dOm:i.• 

nant issue ·- nEqua.l.ftigbts .irrespectiv(:J of Raoen. (:30) 

·fhat Innes ,.(f;hould have .maintaj_ned .his independence 
. ' . . 

of the Rhodes party; even after this appealt VIas to be 
' . . 

expected, :for the dominant issue which Garre't'b ttaintainect . . . . ',- . . . . . 

the two men •ere agreed upon ftas not.~ true r~:flection of the 

(3;t:tuation. ~he "Eqwal Rights" question :tor Rhodes bad an 

anti-Kruger basis and while Innes bad sbown that he ermpathised 

flith 1be de.ma.nds of the U!itlanders for legitimte rights, be 

was not prepared to have as one of the plJlnka 1ft the S.A.P.A. 
(27) l l lbi d. . . . .d -· ,. ' -•• ·- . 
(28) Ibi.d. 
(?9) Ibid. 
(30) Ibid. 

/ 
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platfo,rm such a racial issue. (3l} 

During the ne:x:t three ·months·Garrett concentrated 

bi~ · e£forts on R,~ocJes and by Ma.roh .5th .he could· announce 

that be had sucqeeded . ~n. hi.$ conquest. of Rhodes. (32) ~be . 
'' . . ' ' 

liber~l m~surea e.dopt~d. by the l"rogressiV~; :l?artr 'fiOuld be 
, I : ' ' ' • ~ 

supported l'Jy· Rhode~ ertd $.S a :r(!!ts.ult. tbe ;.Proe;rossive· cause 
' . '. '' . I 

would_ receive ~such :an ~mpet.u$ among moaer.ata men in the 

country" .as th~y baa .n~ver yet. received t'rQm any political 
\ ,•' • ., . ' I ' [' ' . 

I . ~ 

~ent. (33) .on .t/.si"ch ~2tb .Rhodes r4ade h:ts debut as the 

. spokes~r.an. of ttte .Progressiy.e Party -when be supported the 
. . \ . ' ' 

T.i.cke:t of. ~hree - F .Y. St:.Leger, Graham .and J .A .Iaure •. 

at the' Good Hope ;llall mee:M .. tig in. cape, Town. (~4) 

~.rr •. Cook relate~ thet Garrett•s "w,ain objects 

lflere to put Ml' .~hoaes ,$ga1 .. n in. the saddle, and to make him 
·, ' . . '' 

a Progressive., The ltiitter purpose Vtas the mc>re difficult of 

the two, but Garrett did tta,(lS) fbat Rhodes• oonversiOD 

to the Progresei.ve platform VJas by no means complete appears 
I ' . 

from the opipion Garl;'ett expressed ·to Cook: " •• he (Rhodes) 

is all. right, speaking .largely on. my p~r'"'ses and vdtb my 
' ' 

po:i.nts", though. nnot always wora perfect" .'(3G) 

That tm. choice of ftbodee as a ~Gacier of the 

Progressl.ve Party was not unan:tmou.ely approved 01" desj red 

. by English-speak).ng sect:i.ona :i.n the 'Colony before fJru~ch 1899, 

becomes obvious from the correspondence of Mll.llner, Brabant 

am .clagger.· Indeed, these three prominent men had been in­

clined to fa.vour the cho:i.ce .~f Innes as leadet of the Party. 
··.~ .· 

On July 5th 1897 milner ·wrote t~hamberlain:: 
"If Rose lnnes or som~ c;ther mran who was not mixed up with 

Rhodes• plans could. keep them (the British party) t~getber 

(31) Vi.de .intra. · · 
(;2) ~ ~1111es, 5 March 1898 
(3;) l~:i.d. 
(34) Oape ·Times, 14.M.arch. 18$8 
(35) E.~.Cook, Edmund ~arrett. A 
(36) Ib:id., p. 142. . 

I' 4 j . 

Mernoir, PP• 134 et. seq •• 
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a~ a Qounterpoi~e to any eitrem~ Afri,~nder ,or Dutch party 

it would a great ass:Lstance to the lmpe_rial Government". (;7) 

_lie realised that everyth::lng was 'poi~ti ng. to· Rboc1es becomillg 
'- ' 

tbe +eader of. ~he Progresaives, a pos:tt:ion, ~h:ich v:irtuallN 
' ' ' • I . . ' ' 

entailed the lwdersbi.p og all Br:tt:teb coloni .. sts · in South 
. ·. ' .' . ' . ' . . ' . . ' ; ' . ·, ' ~ ~.. : . 

Africa, and tbis he regarded as "a ,great pitB''• tor RhOdes, 
t I : ' ' \ • I i' , .. ' ! : , ' ' 

he felt could not unite the English "without g1.Vir»& offence' 
· · · · · · ··· · · · · · ' · · · · . · · · 1'-11 _ L~n 1 

I j , , I ' ' " , \J.f'\~411At 

and cause .~f Sll;spic1on ,to ,the Dutc~·~'."',(:;a), to ~r who 

.. want~ .. t() br~na .Bsc()mbe a~d Spr,igg n.~o a .3.oi.~t polior .leading 

. , t~ts.a,~d.s .. J:ederation. •.o ~, ('39) :J.t ~P~~:red .nec~ssary to conv:i.noe 
. ~ . ' . . . 

the Dutch ttat .,while British supremacy must ~ mintai.l'ledn, 
·, ,: . ' ' . l ' i . . . ~ ~ . ' ' l ' ' 1 ' ~ 

. due regard would be g~'flel'l .~o "local feeling and Dutch senti-

.' - ' ' . . ' . 

ment, •• ~"( 40) fhia ~im could best be aohieved it Innes,· 
<l ' • \ ·; . . ' • • '1 f ', ' ' 

!"ather than Rhodes,· wa.s entrusted with tbe lea<lership of 
: } ~ •. '' ' ' • ' • I • ·, ' 

the Progres$i,ve Party in south Afrj.c:a. 
I ' . ' ' ' 

From ~ letter Brabant .wrote ·to Innes after the 

latter bad del:i.vered his election speeeh at S:tmonstov.n on 
' ' . . ~ ' 

' ' 

Dec~~l.ler ~Oth, it appear~ that ~rf\\bant hoped to lnduoe Innes 

to ~ake over the .S.A .teagu·e pr.esi.dency, from h:l.m, the 

acceptance of whiob WOU:ld hav~ 1!i.l'tually assurea Innes . of the 

lea4ert:;hip of the .Progressive Party. He wrote tbat he for 

, one agreed with "ne~rly all' Innes had had to E:U:i)' about 'the · 

futur.e policy o.f the Progressiva .Party. ttso entirely 1e 
' ' 

this the case that I cannot understand \l,hy ~ou do JlOt jo:i.n 

the .League and take my place in February, n and lest Innes 

should. still be in doubt aB to the .lU>»!! ,!iJJ! .. E.t of the League • 

he added, "Perhaps you roo.y tbinl< that tie are nothj.ng but a 

. 'Rhodes Party•. So. far from this·l have taken every oppor­

tuD;i ty. o£ insisting upon the League re,aining perfect s.nde-

pendence, and not allowing itself to be merged into a great 
I* 
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Rhodes party. As you know .l am a grea"t believer i.n Rhodes 
. ': ... 

and bi s Borth ern policy but 1 -do not ::approve • 9. • of his way 
. ' ' . 

of carrying it out, e:ind whilst I am hes14~nt of tbe League 

· .1· shall insist 'upo~ having a :free band·: in this; respect", ( 41> 
• • . . . . - . ~ . r~. . ~ .. 

Jagger ·on behalf of the PrOgrefls:tve Elec-toral Ootmni-

., ttee,.voJ..cea.' the same. opi.ni.ons wlbe·n be wrote explaining wb7 

:I . ' h'e b~d resignecf from the s.A.P.A. "He den:i.ed I·nl'les• ·alle­

gation ·tllat the· Progressive Eieetoral oommitiee t~as i.ntent 

i ~;\ I ·on ii.ghtj.·ng :the' elections on Rhodes• ':name •. ln fact Jagger 

' be.lieve<{ that Rhodes Y4ot.tld take Iimest: adv1oe a~d not take a 

prominent part in Cape pt:tlitics, ana' concluded " ••• let me 

say that the leadership Of the . Progressi.ve party is, still 

open.· and as ·wil':'·~1nru.ils ·· khows is praotica1li at bis disposal •. 

Let him give· up hie pot:H.iion of aloofness ahd come down 

into· the ·fight. rAt bim 'lcbange the pos:j.tion .of a· preacher 
' . 

for tbat of a· fighting leachir; he would have· the advantage 

· o:f ou:r organ:i.sat:i~ora oncl.' we should have the advantage of tds 

moderating influence, of his abil1.ties, and of the confi.dence 
. (42) 
. in his singlemin4edness 'flbich i.a felt by all South Afr:i.cans". 

But Innes refused to accept the· assurance of the 
"'· 

leader 'of 'the ~L.A .teague and spokesrmm of the Progressive 
{ 

• . 

Electoral Committee tbat tbe::l.r orga.nisationa were not Rhodes 

parties and for tbis as •ei.l as the l,'easofte prol7iously stated;· 4 

he declil'led the leadership of tbe P,rogre.ssive Party. Garrett 
) 

. .. l - ~ - - - - . - -

vaas thua enabled to prov:i.de the Party wtth UHJ leader of hl.S 

cho1.ce and· in doing so was severly cr:i.tic:i.se<i by P.A.f[Ol'teno. 

"He (Rhodes) is no real progreasiVEt"' ~ h4a nrote to lnft(?)s,nan4 

all Garrett •s talk is merely so much chaff to catch and use 

the progressives'now that the Bond refused to be use4 any more 

by RhOdes ... what dete:ri~oration i't must mean in a man to act as 

(41) E.Y .Brabant to J .Rose Innes, 15 December 1897 (R.l.P.) 
(42) gape !rimes, l3 December 1897. 

• 
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Garrett is now do:Lng contrary to all b:i s fine principles 

once professecl .in suppo.rting all that Rhodes does" • ( 4') 

In conclusion reference must be made to Rhodes• 

init:i.al relueten.ce to accept the leadership of t:be Pro- . 
. ' ' ' . 

', :' 

that Rhodes coul<l still count on tbe suppOrt ,of tbe . Afri• 
'•' 

kaner minority in Paarl. The implication there •as tbat the 
, , , ' ' , • " .. ' . 'I , 

Rev. s .J. d u Toj:t and h~.s. toll01leXOs were not to be over look eel 
. ' ' 

as a possible pro ... Rho~es irlflt.mnce 1.n the Bond• Du foit 

was still a member o.f tbe Cormnise:ie. van f~eeicht<44>-but at 

the S£iUrte time, Hofmeyr, relates .• be \*las tbe strongest 

ohampioa of Rhodes, ntbe high p~:i.est of .lmperi.ali~~l't. ( 45) 

As editor of jiet pasbla!.\ en~. promoter of the Colonial Union 

·he was actively engaged S.n securing At'rikansr support for 

Rbcd~s, (46). and it was probably because the latter was 
. .. 

t~at~1ng to see bow EJuoceseful du !J!Oj t's efforts VJould be thl't 

he hes~.tateci before beoomi.ng a Progress:i.ve .• 

R.hodee had probably.. considered the advantages 

the Bond o:rganiaati.on would have over its ri:~rals in the 
' ' 

1898 election• and concluded that tbe prospeats o:f success 

of such a closelJ-knSt ·political sroup and i·ts well-
i ; 

organised party machine "ere im':i.td.tela.E:reater then those 

·of the disunS.ted and inel<p~rieneef.i ant!i.-l!otfi groups. 

If Rhodes' policy Of closer union was to succeed 
. . 

be prefe~red to a1udt. developmente from Bond quartez·e for 

Ol'lOe m bad been accepted by _ttut ·powerful organisation, he . · 

.. could aet about enl:i sting support for his scheme .from tbe 

• Englieb~polS.tical 9rganisat1.ons~~' Already in November 1897 

the )2iamon,d Fields p~v;,Prt:l.,~r could report that there were 

''(4:;) PoA .Molteno to 'J ;Rosa' InneSt 19 Aqus1t'"'J.Sg8 lR .. J<.P. )'-­
(~4) H_ofmeyr,. op. ott., p .• 519. 
(45) Ibid., P• 514. 

·(46)n'Ualker, t.a.v., P• 324. 



rumo\lr.s. concel.'ning the finaneia l ass:i,.stanoe Rhodes was 

g:tvtng to the.· s.A~League, <47>a report tib~ch tends to sub-
... \' . . . .._ 

stantiate the. a'?sertio,.. t~at Rbode:s 'ff~,s ~repar1.ng· the, gro~nt 

for. a coalition ~~,Bond and S.A.Leaguc. 9t'gan.1.~atio~s .to 

furtJ,'l.er .. his ol>j~cts •. 

. 1t hat.· seems. likel;J .. t.o · ~ve t:i.na lly :dec.idecl Rhodes 
• , • ' ' • ' ::< , I• ' ' ; , 

' 
the, ~pe~ph ~Ailne~ de, livered at G.r.aaf't;·Rei.qe.t ·on Ma~rb 3~d, .· 

l898t two days .before the ~ ~?·~.! reporte~ t~e COft'{ersion 

of llt,lode~ •. In all proba.'bility Kil!ler~s speech g~ve the f:tool 
• . •• . ' • • i l ; . 

1rt~petue ·to t:be~ qampaign, ~hich ,Ga~r~t~ bad .been ~~~ng sj.noe . 

July .1697 • . . . 

. .. On .March '.5r~ Milner \'If-\~ presented with an address 

by .BOndsmen .~~ c;raaff~R~inet 9 (
48>:tn which tl';leN protest$d . , 

against the et:lars.e:s. of ·4is).oplty made against the Bond and 
~· . . . . 

requested h~rn. t~. cor;ve)', t() the Que~1'1 the express~.on of the5,r 

unsnerv:ing, loyalty. Xn, reply f\~il!ler stated quite clearly 
' - ·. . ~ . ,. ' 

uhat he conceive~ ~o be, the, duty, ·Of Brit!lsh sub.(1eete ot. 

Dutch. nationality in_'the:tr r~latiorus towards the Imperial 

Government anq towards tbe Reptibl:los. lf the Dutch c:i.t:i zens .. 

. 1 ot the co.lonr deei..red . to pr as~rve the south African Repub­

lica_ arJJ. p:romote goQd .. :relat~ons · bet~een it ~d the Jri t~.sh 

colonies, 11tben let thefll ~sEll all the:ir i.nfluenc:e., n~t 1 n 

oonf:lrming 'tbe Transvaal +n unjuE.rtJ.f',ied susp:i.eiens, not .1n 
. ' ' . . . . 

encoUX"agtng its Government 1n obstinate res!\.stance tc all 
' ' .. - . . ' ' . '. 

reform, \'nat i.n.tnducH!g ft: gradually to ess.imilate its ~n­

!;t:i.tutio;tn, and t~hat is: even. more 1mpo;rtant tban institutions,. 
. . ' ' . ; 

the temper and ~pir.it of .its administration to those ot .tbe 

free cOI!IJnul'litj_~s of .South Afri~a, S\lch as this Oolon11 or 

the ·OlW!ge 'J!ree StatEi~1 • (
49) 1 

"( 47) · !9-ii~.·-ifric~, . 6 November ·1897 ., · 
(48) :r .Milll~r,. Lora Milner and South Afriqa• P• 518. 

Mil. P .. , pp. 244-246. · . 
(49) Ibid., p. 2.6 

- j' 
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The npro..;Transvaal agi.tation in Cap$ Colony was 

more and more assuming a d1.sloyal character•· and the advice 

Milner gave to the Bond in the colony on the eve of the 

Legislative Counc3.l elections was to assist the Imperial 

Government in its demands for reform in ·the Tranavaal, there­

by demonstrating its loyalty. 

Milner had broken silence. Early in february 1898 

Kruger had been re-elected President, for a further five years 

by an overwhelming majority~(50) B;vFebruary 16th Kruger bad 

repudiated the agreement with Chief Justice Kotl!.e as to the 
' 

pov"'er of judgeJ to test any wet or beslutt and enforced 

taw No. 1 of 1897. (5l) Kotze was dismiss::~ed and this, coupled 

· 1fitb. the fact that appeals under the .Aliens• E:r.puls1.on Law 

•ould now have to go nto the unsrmpa'thetic executive", (52) 

indicated the eti.ffening in the. ''transvaal Raad *a att:i.tude 

to any outs:i.de interference in that Republic. In these cir­

cumstances Milner had "warned all wbom it m:tght com ern 

that Great Britain was not going to relinquish her para­

mountcy :i.n Southern Africa from fear of a beavllJ' armed 

Transvaal and its Colonial sgmpa.tb1zers". (!>')} 

'.rhe reaction of Oape Progressives to this speec.b · 

11as ).nstantaneou.s, for Innes relates that it made Milner at 

once ~·the real leader of the !ri tish section" <54 >and Walker 

maintains that it aroused the enthusiasm of the Progressives 

and convinced the tsond "that the Queen • e ro~reeentative had 

tbro•n his weight on the side of their opponefltsn. (55) 

fwo days later Rhodes emerged as the .leader of that 

section in the Colony 11bich was determined to maintain llri­

tish sQpremacy not only in the Cape but indeed in south Afrjca 
(;o) walker, L.d.v·., p. 118. · ·-
(51) lbid. 
(52) Walker, W.P.S., P• 103. 
(5'3) l.bid., P• 104. 
(54) Bose l.nnes, op. ai t., p.l77. 
(55) VJalker W.P.S., p. 104 .. 
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(ii) 

· • The Progressive Par'ty .bad tbus been prov:.lded with a 

leader and the' task ot organising the election campaign was 

entrusted to the Progressive· Electoral CommittGe and s.,A. 
League· with the· s.-A.P.A. supportj.ft$ Progressive cand:i.clates 

it approve<i o·t'.' <56 ). these'· three· organ:is-atl.ons were to return 
. . 

Progressive candidates to Parliament in· llarob 1898, 'but there 

is evidence to show _that co.;operati.on between the S.A.P.A. on 

the one sj~de arid tb.e Progressive .Electoral Committee and 

.. . . . efe<J;o,-.,~ 
Preparations for the Legts'lative Counoi.1

11
went band in 

hand wi ttl 'the organi sa t:ton for ·the latEr gene:al elect i.-one 

and so· we· find Ri.c'hard Sololllon, the holder Of tbe De .Beers 

retainer, 11riting to .Innes that Rhodes bad imposed certa:bn 

conditic)ns which Solomon would have to agree to if he desired. 
. (57) 

to have support for· his cantUdature in the Kimberley contest • 
. 

Solomon refused to accept Rhodes• condi t1.ons for he :f~l t that 

the only thing that nade publ,.c life pos,eible t~ae indepen­

dence and "To sacrif:i.ce that to an. unscrupulous fellow l::i .. ke 

B- is paying too dear a pri .. oe for pOlitical honours. l 

suppose my rejection of b:ts conditions means political 

extinction'', be wrote, "as I cannot stand f:or Kimberley ti:ithout 

De Beers support•'. '(5~) 

Solomon also made no seoret of bi.s distrust of the 

"so-called Progress1.ve Party" • "The:i.r • • • object is to br:tng 

Rhodes back into office and t'he.J have the audacity t'O put for­

ward a programme of measures for which the rr.ost of them dont 

(sic) care one d- and everyone of which Rhodes, their chief, 

opposed and will oppose agatn if be can get tho support of 

the Bondn. (5,9)' Sol~m~~~s -dislike of the Progressi.ves was 

(56) Vide supra: 
(57) i:S'Olomon to 'J .Rose lnnes, 24 Januar-¥ 1898, (R.l .. P") 
(58) Ibid. . - . 
(59). lb:i.d. 
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however not ·COn:fj.ned to. Rhodes, for be wrote, "I think one 

.of the most contemptible of. their leaders ia . Old F?llern • ( 60 ) 

Jamee Butler ftrote asking Innes whether the s.t. .• l?.A. 

would.assist A.Gi.lfillan, who refused to. stand as. an s.A.League 
. . . . . . , . (61) 
candidate or aocept financial assistance from tbat. o~ganisation. 

' ~ ' • " ' I \• ' ' I ' ' 

·Acceptance of. support from tbe P'tosress:tve Electora 1 Committee, . I . . . . 

ana t~.e S.A .League seemed to be sponymous with a~ceptance 

· f)f. tbeir programrm s. :.a·rld SolomoJl and lhG:i.ltillaD were unable 
' ' . ' ~ ' ! (! )' 

to b~nd themselves to that ~elttent.. . 

On.the ot)ler ruuldt·:'.tbe $ .. .-A.P-.A. did suppo~t two can-
. . . • . • . . =· v·· . 

didates of the ~ioket of. fhree · ~b~l.ch the Progressive. Party 

; put up. in the Western Circle election• F.Y.,St•teger, Graham 

• and J ~A.Fau;re were adopted as. tbe Progressi,ve candidates and 
' (62) . 

_the .:fir~t two were also adopted as candicia:tes. o.f the S.A .P.A •. 

The questions. of a party programme; party tunas and 

a .favourable press demanded attent:i.on •. ~be. fJ,,A.P.A. progra~e 

was announced by its President at S"-monstown .on 10 December 

1897. The essential pointe £rom this speech reiterated the 

Association's adherence to clauses 2a, b, c,. a, e and g of 

its Constitutj.on. In addit:i_,on, Innes urged the 1nt_~o4ucti.on 

of an immigratton poli.cy to strengthen the White I)~pulation 

in tbe Colony and the adoption of a nat:tve poli.cy 11h1ch, thot.\lJb · 
r ~ ' ~ 

f1r.m, must 'b$ just. With regard to external affaj.ra, Innes 

declared himself to be in favour of restorins confidence 

in the Transvaal b7 urging t.he adopti,O~. of refe>rms :i.n a fri.end­

lN sp1ri t a·nd temperate seose. ~be pr.ogress of Bbodesia should 

be aseisteci Llin all 11ays not incompatib.le lfith the true Vtel­

tare" of the Cape Colony:JC6'5) 

The Progressi.ve Electoral Gommi ttee platform was 

outl:i ned on Deoembe r ·l:itb by Jagger when be stated that :l ts 
(60) Ibid. 
(61) Ja.mee.· Butler to JoROse Innes, 22 April 1898 (R.14P .. ) 
(62) .gape iimes, 2; March 1898 
(6') Oal?§ 'r:i.mes, 11 .December 1897. 
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planks were "Compulsory education, Re4istrj.but~.on ·Of Seats. 

Reducti.on of taxation on the necessaries· ·Of life, flbe re~.tric• 

tion of the sale of liquor to nat:tvee, Equal .:rights .:for all 

wbi.te men in .South Africa and Cordial co-opera.tion with 

llhOdesia in ~~mot:ii.ng the· progress of that .countrg". (6'4>' 
In February 1698 the S.A.League p,r·ograrome 19as 

referred to by Brabant when the S .A. League Congress met ].n 
. ; 

Cape Town onJ'ebruary 7th 1898. He stated that their political 

programme was based on the 1897 Congret3s resolutions and 

included compulsory educat:i.on a.s far as practicable I :improved 

sa.n:i.tat:i.o.n of Colon:i al towns and vi.llages, support of the 

/ Innes L:i.quor Bill or any other measure restr:i cting the sale 

of liquor to nati.ves, an .excj .. se on colonial spi.r.i ts, a reduc-
' 

tion of dutj.es on the necessarj.es o£ l:tfe, aupJlOrt Of irri-

gatj.on ·and re:tlway construction ana. •generall.:T speaking, 

favou.rjng the expansion of the country and the acimin:i.strat:i.on 

of the affajrs on broad and li.beral principle,s"~ (65>on the 

vexed quest:ton of f:iscal ;efo.rm; south .Africa (66)antl the 

SJai!! Times ( 67 ) could report thai; the League bud ag.reed to com­

promise on tt1e food dut:i.es and that a 50 per cent reduction 

on dut:i.es had been agreed to instead Of total abolition. 

On March 12th Rbodes cutli.ned v.hat ho considered 
' to bo the programme of the Progressive Party. fhe meat duty 

flould be taken off; and there wo·u.ld be Government aid, Ylitb 

cold storage, if necessary; dut:i.ea on other foodstuffs would 

be reduced ·to such an extent as may prove possible w)thout 
I ' 

ruin:i.ng the farmer, helped as he llill be by free admissj.on 
. . . (68) 

o:t his produce to. the North 11 w:itb its protective railway ratet 
j ' . 

redistributi.on on a populati.on basis; compulsory education 

which ·"ould .'h: permissive bg distri.otet an excise to be levied .. 
'( 64) Cape. fi.mes, . 12 .. December .1S97 o ·- . .. . ... . .. ~... .. -

(65) Proceedings of the MeetiDg .of the Congress of ~be south 
, African Leagus, lf398, p.s. 

(66) South Africa, 12 Febr. uary -lB98 • 
(67} C!R!, T:i mea., .11 February 1898 •• 
(68) Cap,! Times, 14 March 1898 

I' 
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not on_ farms but on canteens; support fOl." lnnes1 Liquor Bi.ll; 

anB an uncondj"tioraal regular annual vote for the Na'V)'; and. 

closer union 'between the Qape Colony 1 rtat-t?l am Rhodes:ia i.n 

:ttve years when the latter carried· a populatton. (69) --

The policy Rhodes bad expounded was SJtated by the 

Ofll;!! z~m.e.§ to show 1'10 jump, no break but a sensible and 
- . 

s:lgn1t:i.cant curv-e. fhe change in a word, is from a set of 

- v.iews on progress put in the form least of.fensive to a Bond 

llBjori.ty ood a Hofmeyr dominati.on, to the same set of views 
-- ' ' ' 

expressed \lith -tbe precise object of cballeng:i.ftg antl bx·eaking 

that d.omtnation". (?O) 

fhat Rhodes bad not completely negl~ected bi s 
'-

fa;i thful Bond supporters at .Pearl, becomes obv:i~ous \llhen 'hie 

policy w:i.tb regard to tbe duties o·n food and the extHse :ls 

borne :i .. n mind. ·!fhe wheat farmer was to be proteated, and :i.a 

this respect the S.A.League viewpoint bad also been upheld. 

!fhe wine•ind t.astry was f1;&voured inasmuch aa cant~ena and not 

tbe farms VJere to pay the levr on colonial spir.its. 

Eut questions like compulsory education, redietri• 

bution, the excise and the lnnes .Liquor Jtll we.re not the 

dominlilnt i.saues in the st1•uggle against the Bond in the 1a9a. 

elections. l.n August 1897 South Africa aeclared "E\ferytbing 

points to the next general election being fougl'lt on the issue 

of Dutch or English supremac:N"• (?l) In December the Cape f.!~.f:ts 

could report th<;t the electorate was con:t'ronted bN ''the Colo­

nial v. Republican question, the Uitlande!' v.KI'uger:i.te 

question; tbe Equal Right v. Domi.n~tion question" .• <72 ) Innes 

had stated that the \'lhole countrr was divided into two camps.t 

Kruger and RhOdes, (73) while on New Year·•s Day Garre-tt bad 

expressed the op:ini.on tbat the poli.tiool situation in the 
(69) Ibid. 

V:tndex, op. c1,t.,, pp.525-528 .. 
(70) Cap~ .~3"tne!J, 14 Marcb 1896 
(71) Souto Af'rica, 28 .Auguet 1897 1 P•. 461. 
(72) Oaee Times, 4 Decembor 189'7. 
(7') .9~.2!- ~.mes, ll December lH97. 

.. r il w-r - ...... , 
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I 

" 
·cape Colonr •as dominated bJ the Uitlander· issue jn the 

\ 'transvaal. <74> '· 

' And while· Garrett could dec :tare with a v-iew ... to pet• 

eaading Innes to11hole-heartedl? support the Progressive front, 

tbut RboCles •. Good Hope Ball speech on t~~rch l2tb was inde~d 

an indication that. the main plailks t·n Innes• platform· ha.tl 

'been ad.opted by Rhodes - *'all prai.se to· I12'.Irmeen (75} 1n 

actual tact 'this was not :l.mportant. ·.wh1.le there m1gt&t have 

been agreement between Inttes and 'Rhodes on ce~tain· ·internal 

questions such as redistribution• a Li.quor 'B:i.ll and the eon­

. tribution to the Navy • on the all-~.mporta~t questj on of 
. ' 

relatiOn$ 111 th the Transvaal, these tViO leaders IU:tfered 

fundamentally. 

Rhodes was still imbued lfi th t1·1e desire to e.ffect 

closer un:i.on of· all the States and colonies in South .Africa. 

The ·obstacle to his scheme was the isolationist pol:i.cr of 

the Transvaal, and so Rhodes .. on :r:.~rch 12th stated that bi.s 

. aim was to promote the unton of the eountr1 itwithbut inter­

fering" 11itb .neighbouring States, nby sympathy with tbe new 

populati.on .in tbe transvaal and by close association with 

the· Northern State" (R.bo4esia) • (76) ~his close association 

was to .ibolude Rhodesia,, Natal and the Gape<77> and though 

Rhodes ciid not amplify tbie statement, the !mplicat~.oh is 

clear • the ~ranevaal and the Free State were to be hemmed :in 

and presuma.bly fo.rced into tbe union, But the key to suoh a 

Un:i.on' lay in the Cape Colonr where an election ttas to be 

fought again at the party controlled by Hofmeyr \'ti th Ons :te.nd 

acting ae b:i.s mOuthpiece. <78> ~his party supported the· 

'.rransvaal implic.itly arid its success in the coming elections 

(74} .9f!P!. ~itn§~, l January ·1898. 
(75) OaJ!! Times, 14 March 1898• 
(76) Vjttdex, op. ci-t .. , p .• 538. 
(77) lb:i.Ci •• 
(7.8} ;!bid. t pp. ,~)';2-533. 



.. 189. -

would keep up "bad feeling :ln the new community o+ the Trans­

vaal and i~ :t.he you11g St~ate in the Nortbn. <79)The .Cape 
. ' .~ 

elect,orate "must be careful t·est by continuing a non- , 
·,. ',.' 

Progressive maj·ority"· in: Parliament• .it drove away Rhodesia 

and 'utterly is.olai;ed :the new population 'in the Transv·aal.-<80 )' 
• • • • ' • •• - • ,, - •• J 

"Be¢a.use when the ,one .gets its 111ealth and the other gets its 
. ; . . \ ' . . ~ 

. ' . ' ' ' . . '.' \ _, 

rights, it is pro.ba ble that the two will go together•~ t and 
• • ., ' - ' ' i 

· lea~e the .Cape ~a:t the sh~rik end of. the ~ontin~bt''·,'(S_l)Rhodes 
'' ., ; . • ,1. ' 

threatened. 
1 

In other wor4s, if the Cape electorate rejected 
' ' ' 

' ' . ' ' ' '; 

_.,, 

Rhodes' ~cbeme of uniting their Colony with Natal and Rhodes1.a, 
. ' ' ' ,. ' . . 

a union .hostile to th~ ·Cape Oo.lony would be effected. 
,. . ' ' 

Innes on tbe o·ther hand wished to restore confidence 
' ' ' 

in the Transvaal ~by .bringing a consensus of South African 
.,. 

opinion to bear upon the question in a temperate sense a.tld in 

a fri~ndly spirit", which he stated "should and must have weight 
' . ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ~ ' ' 

without any. des:i.re to .interfere wi t·h the independence of the 

country, ••••• n (S2) Innes did not mention the . isolat.ionist 

pc)liqy of the ~ransvaal. or for that matter the support that 
' . (: 

policy .was getting from th~ Bc>nd; the Rhodes ·v .•. Kruger and 

Rhodes v. Hofmey.r questions were in no 'way reflected in his 

election programme. Garrett had chosen to d:i.sregard this essen.;. 

tiaf difference between the two platforms. 

With regard to the funds at the disposal of the Pro-.. 

gressive Party there wererumours in November 1897 that the 

s .A. League was being fj_nanced by Rhodes and Brabant deemed :i.t 

necessary to refute these allegations. He wrote to the Diamond ~ 

Fields Advertise:r: that "so far as he knows., Mr.Rhodes never 

contributed a penny to the funds .o:f the League. He h~s never 

offered aby, ajld has certainly never been asked for pecuniary 

assistance.~~ (SS) 
-(79)Ibi.d.,-pp·-.-.. =:5~37:!""-"=5~3a~.-. -----------------

. (80), Ibid.~ p. $44. 
(81) Ibid,. . 
(82) Cape 'l:imes, 11 December 1897 .. 
(83) Q~oted 'in south Africa, 6 -November 1897, p. 282. 
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January ~~ch~.r:4 :Jio!$e . .Innes wrote to. :his brother stating 

.1.-ib~t 'the t,ll~Otions .were to be :reought out with ~funds 

, supplied by ~~~odes"·(84)and based his conclusion .. on:a:''iette~ 
t ' . ' - ' ~ . . • 

. he had received from C~.P.Orew~; 1:he Secr.etary of ,o!,h·e. $'~A;/. 
• ·' l •• •·· ••• 

. ' . ., . . ' ,. :; •. ·, \. 

il , )~ague aski.f1g·. 11;m to .etand. against Charles :.Molteno:. ·.for··~ 

.·, .~em.~uland ..... Or43we gaye the impression of hav.ing a·q,~e-:runds 

; I -.a~ ~is dis;po:sal f~r he .merely .drew Qn.·"the :(Progres;si~e ,. · 

~ ;, .E~eqtoral) ,Comp!;itteEr" as, the Occasion. arosEh(S5) low·.t·bi"s, 
. I ' . . , ' . ' 

,.: \ might n.o-t .have ·'been· .conclusive evJ.de~ce that Rbodes ... was. , .. 1 

'· 

<·~upplying tlle. Prog~essive .Electoral Committee w:i:th funds~· 

'but Fulie,r ~ s :tJJ.tatement. during the parliamentary. session 

that he h~mself had asked Rhodes to subscribe. to tbe;Pro-

.. gr,~;ssi ve El~c~or~l .,C9mmittee funds and ,that. "Rh<Ydes dj;d so 

.·lib,erally"·(B6)does .indicate the true position, Ad.mittedly' . 

. J'u;Ller, add,ed,that .large sums had ·been collected from other 

sour<;:~~ .•. several Cape Town g~ntlemen .oontributing·:£,100 

donations. 

On. March 30th the Cape Times .stated, that "The party 

. just Qrg~nis~d ~or the first ti.me .against tl'le Bond bas· been 

p~ganised partly vd1;h Mr.Rhodes's money, let us say, largely"~· 

· That this. was. by no means remarkable was explained by this 

newspaper when it related, "It was fair in ·one way that M:c. 

Rhodes moul4 pay to repair. a dj.sorganisation largely due to 
' ' ~ (87) ' 

~is own clisc9u·ragem~nt .of all anti-Dond forces in the past; 'l •• : 

lt m\,lst ~her~f·cir e be conc'luded that the Progr~s.sive 

Pa.rty funds were. largely subscribed by ~bodes thou-gh the 

amoUnt of his contribu~ion is not known. ~bat the Party•s 

e.lectit;ln "expense~ were no· doubt considerable su_9~ests .·itself; 

the wol'k. Qf registration, organisation and canvass was 

necessarily ·.heavy for ·a new poli t:ical party .• 

(84) a .. ,Ro.se Jnnes to' i:Rose"Ynnes, 5 January 1898 (R.I.P.) 
( 85) lbi d • ~ .. ' .. ' 
('86). Cape. Hansard, 1898 (first session), p. 187. ' 
(87 ). ·Cape_ !rimes, 30 March 1898. 
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The Progressive Party was also assured of press 

support in the March elections. The Cape 1im~ was an 

avowed supporter of the Rhodes party, while Walker relates 

. that the Cape Argus group, and "at least one nev.spaper in 

eacn state or colony south of the Zambesi" was controlled 

by Rhodes and his adherents.<88) Furthermore it was known 

th~t H!! Dagblad had long been financed by Rhodes. There 

remained the Diamond Fields Advertiser to bring into line 

and when its editor, Cartwright, heard that Rhodes• support­

ers were intent on buying that Kimberley newspaper, "and 

the use of its owner•s· name till after the elections 11
; he 

wrote, "We cannot believe that Rhodes approves of these 

things, for if he does he is simply a second .Boss Tweed and 

must be smashedn.(Sg) That Rhodes• supporters were successful 

in achieving their object, mu~t be concluded from the fact 

that in March 1898 Cartwright was stated to be leaving for 

Capetown to start a newspaper there~(90) 

As to the choice of Progressive candidates, Innes 

relates that the fest applied "was loyalty to the FUhrer 

(Rhodes) ".{90a) Indeed Jourdan credits Rhodes with arranging 

not only "all the necessary details in connection with the 

various consti tuenoies" ( 90b >but also tti th naking the final 

decision concerning Progressive candidates. Rhodes in effect 

exercised the same function as "the little gang in Camp 

Street.,(90e)_ the Commissie van Toezicbt comprising S.J. 

du Toit, N.F. de Waal en Hofmeyr -whom he so bitterly 

attacked in his election speech in March. 

And so the Progressive Party machine could enter the 
·-

field, adequately supplied ttith funds, a subservient press 

(88) \Jalker, W.P.S., P• 102. 
(89)Ibid., p. 103. 
(90) J.Pooley to J.Rose Innes, 16 March 1898 (R.I.P.) 
(90a) Rose Innes, op. cit. , p. l'lO. 
(90b) P.Jourdan, Cecil Rhodes, p. 57. 
(90c) Vindex, op. cit., p. 540. 
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in the strategic centres a popular platform and suitable 

candidates. Rhodes and his triends had been responsible for 

providing the funds and press sup~ort, while Garrett could 

claim to have •played a considerable part in shaping tne 

Progressive Party".(9l) 

On March 16th the Cape Times addressed a messuge to 

the electors of Cape Town, three days before the Western 

6ircle election was due to take place. In v~ew of the fact 

thut the return of all three Progressi.ve candidates - St. 

Leger, Graham and Faure - was desired, the Cape Times appealed 

to the voters to support these men and thereby secure the 

defeat of Beethling, the Bond candidate. The Progressives 

would be assisted if on an occasion like this the S.A.P.A., 

by implication, would dismiss "tbe respects and thoughts ibr 

an individual", and sacrifice "everything to the Cause".(92) 

The Bond platform for the Legislative Council 

elections was probably outlined by Neethling, candidate for 

the Western Circle, in speeches at Fransch Hoek and Paarl. 

Neethling declared himself to be against compulsory education, 

1he imposition of an excjse, the Innes Liquor Bill, the con-

tribution of a battleship to the British Havy and a Bedis-

tribution Bill which gave the towns an advantage Qver the 

country. (93) 

As to the final results of the March election, the 

only comprehensive report of returns a~pears to be that of 

QB! ~· But even this newspaper's analysis of election 

returns is confused. According to QB! Land's classification 

of the candidates who secured nomination on February 8th, 

11 Bond candidates (excluding Neethling) would contest the 

23 seats. The remaining 16 were presumabl Progressives and 
91 E.T.Cook, op. cit., p. 134. 

(92) Cape Times, 16 March 1898 
(93) ~ Land, 15 February 1898 
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Independents. Q!!! ~ did not class: :fy them. ( 94) 

On March 26th QB! ~ announced that 12 Bond candi­

dates had been returned and 11 lTogressives and lndependents. 

If, however, the orj ginal classification on February 8th is 

used as a basis for determjning the respective successes of 

the two main parties, 8 avowed Bondsmen and 10 Frogressives 

were returned, leaving 5 Independents to be accounted for. 

The Bond claimed 4 of these and conceded one to the Progress­

ives, failing to name them.(95) 

According to South Africa,"l2 Rhodes and 11 Hofmeyr 

candidates" bad "probably been elected' , while Walker states 

that "a hostile majority" confronted Schreiner in the Legis-

lative Council after the fall of the Sprigg ~inistry in 

October 1898.(97) Qn! ~·s analysis was presumably in-

accurate and the Progressives bad indeed scored a narrow 

victory, 

(iii) 

The first parliamentary session of 1898 opened on 

May 20th and ended on J~e 25th, after Schreiner's no-

confidence motjon was carried by two votes. 

Before Parliament met, Sprigg was confronted with 

the problem of filling the vacancies caused by the resignation 

of Upington and te Water, the latter because of the stand 

taken by tbe Cabinet on the redistribution issue.(97)(a) 

Upington•s portfolio was offered to Innes who de-

clined it and was promptly taken to task by the Cape Times 

for not assuming "responsibjlity :for the new programme", (98) 

True the Ministry was no longer to be Bond-domin~ted for te 

Water • s resignation bad severed the l'"'st link bet\·leen the 

Government and Hofmeyr.(99) The prospect of having Sivewrigbt 

(94) . ~ Land, 8 February 1898. 
(95) Ons ~. 26 March 1898 
(96) South Africa, 26 March 1898, p. 529 ., 
(97) Walker, W.P.s., p. 117. 
(97)(a) Rose Innes, op., c:i't.,, p. 167. 
(98) Cape Times, 24 May 1898 
(99) R~oo Innes, op. cjt., p.l67. 
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as a colleague probably determined Innes to refuse the part­

folio, for it was Sivewright•s conduct in connection with 

the toga n contract that bad caused the Cabinet split j_n Mal 

1893. On .May 13th T.L.Graham became Attorney-General and 

a few days later T.W.Smartt accepted the portfolio of 

Colonial secretar-y •. 

In,the Speech from the Throne, Milner announce~ 

that the time bad arrived "11hen the el.ectoral divisions and 

the number·ot their representatives should be brought into 

line with the di.stribution of the people to-day" {lOO) and 
,. 

that a Bill had been drafted "providing for the better 

representation of the people in Parliament .(lOl} 

The Minist~ was to receive support from the Pro­

gressive Party<102>whi~e Schreiner as Leader of the Opposition 

was backed by the Bond members, 'lho constituted the Afrikaner 

National Party, and Merriman and Sauer. (l03) On the cross 

benches sat the "Opposition rump• or Moderates, Innes, Berry, 

Beard, Hay, Hutton, Jones, J.C.Molteno, Solomon, Smuts and 

Wiener. (l04) 

The solidarity of the Progressive Party 'las not 

lost on Sprigg for it becomes clear from the stand he took 

on the question of a redistribution of seats, that be was 

prepared to dispense with support of the Afrikaner National 

Party. This in itself 'las an indication that a decided 

crystallisation of political parties was evident during the 

rirst session of 1B98. Furthermore Sprigg's attitude showed 

a decided departure from previous Government practice for 

not since the entry of the Bond into Cape politics in the 
(100) Cape Hansard, 1898 P• 2. 
(101) Ibid., p. ~. 
(102) Vide infra. 
(103)rrWalker, w.P.s., pp. 106, 108. 
(104) Rose Innes, op. cit., p. lb8. 
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. 
. . ea~ly, • e;i,gh:t1es .. ,, had a Prime MiJ'lj_.ster been able; to take a, 

stapd V!.ith,regard.t(t a major issue witbout baving··firt:rt· 

J;"eceived ~ .Bo~d ~pproval for such. a measure •.. Te .. water•:s 

,res~gnat~9~ i~dic~ted, that Sprigg would. not.· compromise on the 

quei;Jtion of redi~'\jrill!ltion. 
. ., ' ' 

~ \ . . :aut .befo.re this measure could be dealt -wi tb ~ra-
.' ..... .. '·' •' 

bant moved . ~th~~ a Sela,ct. Committee.· be· appointed to, inquire 

~nto ,t~e .P~ae~ieel ,wo~king Of the laws relating ··to ·the 

·:J:'~gi~t~ation o:~ Parliamentary ·voters •tiUld' the system of ·Fa:t-lia-

m~~tary.el~ction$, as exemplifJ.ed by the registration of 
(105) 

V;(')t,ers ,:f~r the late, elections· for .. the· Legislative 'Council ••• " 

On May 31st Schreiner gave no·tice· of h'is intention 
' ·' ' ' (106) . 

to move a v.o,te of, no":"confidence· in the Government • Sprigg 

rega~ded $cb~.einer'·~. moti.on as an attempt to defea·t his' 

Redistrib.utio~ Bill a.nd insisted on taking the Bill first~107) • 
I, , ' . , ' 

Schr~i;ner P acting: on Hofmeyr 's advice, .. accepted this "l.est 
'·' . . .. . . . ' 

~e, snould :tor~e Moderates.to vote against his motion in 

o~de;r .to ~~C!fre sotpething.of.the desired redistribution of 

se~~s 'hereafter''. '(lOB) Events ~ were to prove that. 

the Moderates,, who voted in. favour of· the Bl.ll, supported 

the .Sprigg Mitl.ist·ry in the .no-confidence divis.ion because 

t.hat Ministry w~s. pledged to enact the lUll. : · 

. On June 1st Sprigg moved the seco~d r eading of 

the Redistribution l3ill .and gave statistics to show the 
' . . ' . . . 

. changes which had occurred. between 1872 and 1898 in· the state 

of the e,lectorate and the neces.sity :for the measure the 

Gover~ment proposed to introduce .• (l0,9) 

(1Q5) Cape Hansard, 1898, p.;., 
(106) ~pe Hansard,,, 1898, P~ 24. 
(107) Rose lnne'11J, op. cit., pp. 167-168 
(108) Walker; W.P.S., p. 110. 
(109) PaPe Hansard, 1898, . P• ;, 
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A Commission bad submitted a Majority Report signed 

by Theron, van der Walt, du Plessis and Douglass favouring 

the additjon of fourteen members to the House, while the 

Minority Report, agreed upon by Sprigg, Innes and Fuller, pro­

posed to increase the membership of the House by twelve mem­

bers elected by the country constituencies, five by the towns 

and c>ne by the University. (llO) It was on the basis of the 

Minority Report that the Government Redistribution Bill was 

drafted4lll) 

Jagger bad explained to the public how the Bill 

would work<112) and for this he was attacked by terriman in 

the debate which followed on the second reading. To ~erriman 

Jagger epitomised the Progressive Party member who would 

benefit by the Bill• In fact, ~erriman was pro~ared to say in 

anslier to the question "t.hat was a Progressive ..... ?" that 

he was "a man who had a shop in st.George's-st~eet".(ll3) 

The plot of the Bill and the objecte of the Progressives were 

to put Rhodes at the head of the GerlT ernment again, Kerriman 

stated• and if the Bill obtained a majority it would be a 

disaster to South Africa. 

To Schreiner the Bill appeared to bo the first step 

in the direction of free trade and was labelled as "this 

Pride's Purge invented by Sprigg".(ll4) He attacked Rhodes, 

accusing him of exercising an influence wbich lRas keeping 

active racial feeling; and advising him to withdraw from 
. . 

politics for a period, until the sentiments of the parties 

bad quietened down.<115) 

On June 20th when the division on tho second reading 
(116) 

was taken, 42 "Ayes" were counted ae against 35 "Hayes". 
(110t Ibid., 
(111) ~iil1rot; op. cit., P• 337 

Hofmeyr, op. cit., p. 525 
(112) Cape Times, 23 Uay 1898 
(113) Cape Hansard, 1898 p. 116 
{114) Ibid., p. 133. 
(115) Ibid •• 
(116) Ibid., p.205 • 
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Abrahamson, Bea:rJ.. .B~rry,. ~rabant, Br.own, Crosbie, _de 

V~lli~rs~ .Douglass, Fatu;e, Frosty Fuller, Hae.rboff, Harris, 
·''. '}: i·_, 

Mayo,' a-utton, Innes' 40~es,' 'Laj.ng, !lawrence; LoUVI t J .c~ 
., o • o ,. ' ,· ,'; I!,( 

Mo.lteno_, Nor:toli, Olivier,· Palmer, Rautenpach, Rhodes t · 
.... ' ' ' .. : • j 

. ' ' 
Robertson, Ryant Sc,herm,b,rueker:• S.ivewright, Smarttt Smuts, 

' . . • ' • l'. 

· ·solomon,· Sprigg, ~amp~in., Thompson, Upi~ton, Vanes, w_arren, 
;;\ '. 

Weil,. w·i~ne,r a.nq \lood had_ Yo ted against. ·sonreiner* Merriman 
, > '. • • I , I , .~: : I ' ' 

'Sauer and tb~ Af~ikane~ m~tiona.l PartJ. · · ' ' 
' ' • • • I ' 

.J ' ' -
: ·:. . .. · · The proposal to increase the membership of the 

House \'ias v:lgorolis+y .attacked. by .ons Land YJbose VH3ws ~ere . 

·.q;uoted <t>y Milner in a dispatch to Chamberlain on May 18th. · 

:.ons ,!Bnd r~garded the :f3ill as "an attempt to give prepon• 

, derant intll.lence to the .towns at the expense of the country 
, ' • ' ' • • • • • \ • •• J 

i or· .. in other. words ~o strengthen the British section of the 
' I: 

Assembly a.:t the exp_ense of the Dutch"~ (ll7 )That Mi_lner tJhole.~ 
' ' ~ I t ' ' '' ' 

, beartedly s~pported the ~ill; can be judged from his state ... 
I• ,"• 

·ment, ''as far as·.I can see the measure is a just one"• To 
. ~ 

1 ' . 

·Milner, tbe real· 1ssu,e be~ind the fight over Redistribution 

~as ~ot the e:f~ect 1 t woul~ have on _the strength of. th~ poli­

tical parti.es ·in .. the C~_pe Legislative Assembly. He ct>ncluded 

f:i:'om the, debates -~~d ~h·e press comments that the 'issue could 

· . be, fairly ·<iesa.ribed. "as t~e question whether the +ndependence 

of the South African Republic or the welfa;e of the. cape 

Colony; as a member of the British Empire, should have the 

stronge·r claim. up~n~he. Executive and the Parliament o.f 

thi$ Colony". (llB,) 

Sqbreiner introduced bts no-confidence motion on 

June 14th. ·.· .• J;I:~, :ref~rre:d, to: the silent a,nd complacent policy 

of. the Govern~en~ in January 1896 and durtng 1897 • the. 

(117) M.I.P. P• 254. 
(118) Ibid'.; P• 25.15· · 
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unsatisfactory conduct of the Iangeberg campaign, the lack 

.of leaders.bj.p in the Rinderpest outbreak and the lavish 

Railway expenditure. (ll9) He laid great stress on the re­

lations of the Colony to the Transvaal; for to Schreiner the 

most serious charge against the Sprigg Government was its 

failure to show any "sympathy cr conciliatory app~oaoh" to 

the Transvaal and Free State. (l20) He concluded by appealing 

to Innes to vote on this occasion as he had done in.l897 

when Merriman moved a vote of censure. (l2l) 

Innes t.~ereupon explained why he intended to vote 

against Schreiner's motion. He stated that since 1897 the 

Government had shown less vacJ.llat:ion than before{ and that 

the Redistribution Bill had .made him change his vote, (122>. 

He proposed to judge measures on their mer~its and refused to 

.say; as some did; that ·one who was a Progressive must not 
(123) 

vote for a progressive measure because Rhodes supported it. 

During the course of his speech Innes referred to 

the position of the Moderates in Parliament. "It seemed 

that they· were between the hammer Of the Jingo m d the a~vil 

of the Bond, uhe declared. "It was not a pleasant posit.ion. 

It might end in political annihilation. ~hose men who occu- . 

pied that position might be ·few .in numbers, but the stress 

to which they would be subjected would weld them into a con-
j 

sol:i.dated party, into a .temper which might be of great use 

to the country". <1.24 ) 

The moderates were however not sufficiently 

welded together when the division on Schreiner's motion was 

called, for on June 22nd that group split. Berry; Hutton, 

Jo.nes and Smuts voted 'lith Innes against the vote of censure, 
(119) Ibid .• , pp. 136-145. 
(120) Cape Hansard, 1898, p. 141 .• 
(121) Ibid., p. 145. 
(122) Ibid.9 p. 159. 
(123) Ibid., p. 161. 
(124) Ibid. , p. 162. 
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while :Beard, Hay, Solomon, W.iener and J .C. Molteno voted 

t·o~ ,-i:t. (l25} ~he Ministry, ~be Progressive ~rt¥, ·a11;d. five· 

.. llod~rate.e :.bad ::(ailed .llY. tiv~ vptes ·to defe~t .an oppp_~:i:tion 

o.on~is.tiRS ot -soJw,.e~ner, Me;riman, .sa ue;r '· t~e other :t:ive, 

l4o;de.tates a"d ·tlle· ,l'~pd mell)bers. : The ·(i~fe9tion :Of; _aea:~d, 

,Hay, :Solomon, ]Ji.ene~ ~nd J.C.~:Molteno had,. en~'ti)l,ed t.~e:. · ... 

·Oppo~ition to: .det'eat, t~e Sp~igg M~P,i~try ~lJ.d ~hes~. 01~n. :. :; 

·tb:ei'eaft.er were .. referrec1 to as the Mug~llmps and labelled 
. .. . . . ' . . ' . ' !1. ' 

· as El:'nti;ll:$tone roupd the .na ck ·of the Progressj_ve Par:ty. 
• . . ' • . . •· j 

·.by :the CaPe :Times .. <126.) :. ,., 
:~ · .. ~"v~'. ·.,,_ ·~ 

S.pfigg '.J,rnmedi~:.r1i~lY .a.sked for a vot~ :<>~. £l;O()O,()O,Q 

on account wbich :be re~e;i,yed and then applie~. for a .d~f?­

solution.< ~27 ) The CQun1;ry \1f8S thereup~n .P~unged ~int.o . 

·feverish :preparEitions fQr a gen~;,;al ~:J.ectiol',l:, the ;fi~rst :i.n 

· . wh~ch two .clearly defined· polJ.ti~~.l p:i:r;'ties .... ~he .:Bond and . 

. tl!~ Prog.r~ssives -:were to ~ppeal to the Qape.electo~:t.e. 

. (125) ll?id., p. 235. 
· (126) dsrpe . Times·, 22 ':June : 1898 · 
. (127) . Walker, W .p .s., p. 111. 

' . 

I , ! ! .. 

' ' 

·' 
" 

·"' 
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Chapter IX 

(i) 

~he ground was prepared for the 1898 general election 

at the same time as the Legislative Council contests were 

organised.(l)But the Progressive Party machine bad been de­

cidedly improved since March as becomes apparent from the 

conduct of the campaigr)t_ 

During the debate on the Redistrtbution Bill~ Merriman 

bad referred to ~.E.Fuller as being the Chairman of the 

Central Progres~ive Committee. (2) Fuller revealed that this 

Committee was ne rely an outgrowth of the Progressive Electoral 

Committee• Furthermore the central organisation had been 

called into being because it was necessary, with an eye on the 

forthcoming general election, to counteract the Bond agencies 

throughout the Colony which had registered the farming dis­

tricts "up to tbe hilt". (3) ~he origin of the Central Pro­

gressive Committee was in no way connected with Rhodes, Fuller 

declared. 

The headquarters of the Central Jrogressive Committee 

were in Cotswold Chambers, Church Square, Cape ~own<4 >and 

Owen Lewis, the Secretary of the Committee, had been brought 

out from England by Rhodes.(5) Innes described Lewis as "an 

astute election agent •••• well versed in electioneering wiles 

and stratagems"( 6 ) and to judge from the number of Progressives 

who were either unseated because of election petitions or 

resj_gned "rather than face the music", (7) it would app! ar 

that Innes• description was indeed accurate. 

(l) !,ill supra. 
(2) Cape Hansard, 1898, p. 126. 
(3) Ibid., p. 187. 
(4) J.T.Molteno, Furtner South African Recollections, p. 48. 
(5) Rose lnne.s, op. cit., p. 170. 
(6) Ibid. 
C7) Walker. L.d.V., p. 325. 
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· ijelp was also forthcoming from the South African Asso-

. c~tion in wndon for South' .;Afri.ca reparted that this body was 
. ": ~ 

determined tp contribute ·its share to the conduct of the 

o1"ucial election campaign and sent out a Cornishman - Stokes 

Philp ',.. to tbe Cape to organise tthat wa·s described as "the 

lb)talist .aectio'n of th~ 'ile.otors, ..... 'u(B) · · · · 

·.' with 'rega;d to ·the press, *'EVery Ertglisb ·new~pape'r of 
'• ' ' ' ' 0 ; L • 'j .: _: ' : t,': ' ' 

·importance in southern Africa was on the Progressive side~ •• " 

Wal~·er stat.es (9!· · Fin~~cially 1 the Party was iibe~ally' en~ 
· doned t Rhodes and several' Oape TOwn gentlemen being the chief 

contributol'~~ (10).: .' , · ' 

The position :ooq~pied by the Inne.s group in this· scheme 

of things m~st nCii be referred ·to., · In the Cape Town 'consti• 
' . . 

tuency it was sbown that there Vias ;fto unanimity betv.;een the 
' 

.Aseociation and the S.A.Leagt.E as to a choice of candidEites. 

Jagger. bad returned t~ the ·s.A.P.A. fold ·at d. 'the inclusion of 

his name. i'n the list of candidat~s was the Ce.use for dissension. 
' ' ' j' . 

The S.A.P.A. adopted St.Leger, T.E.Juller, Brown an<f Jagger 
' . 

as· its candidates for the contest while the 5 .A • League was . . 
. . \ . . ' 

prepared to support the can~idature 9f al,l but Jagger. 

f.J .Anderson, e. member of the ~ague Executiv,e Committee~ was-
• ' -·. \I ' I 

preferred to Jagger, '(ll)and so. tbe election .found the~e two 

bodies div:i.ded on this important question. 

Then there were apparently still some coloni.sts Who 
. . . ' 

1ooked to Innes to come out as leader of the Progressive Party .• 

Tbi s view, was expressed by Richard R·Ose. In:nes 'When he appea'led 

to his brother 1i'> issue a mani:festo, if not individually, 

then as the leader of the S .A .p .A 9 for there was an. idea taking 

root that Innes would not :form a Government on any conditj_on,, 

(a) Soutn"- Af~ica, 9 July lt:s9B, p. 82. • 
(9) Wall(er.-w~p~·'s~., p. 1)3. 
(lo > v.1ae sup!"!.·'· 

· (11) Oape ,Times, 2' July :le98 
:· ' 
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and tl1is tlad to be refuted ... "it only to allow people to see 

that Rho.des is not the· only J?()ssible ·leaderfl·~- 0.2) Rioha~d 

ma.intained .n • •.•.• the· .country is not ·for Bhode.s but ior :ycru ·.;. 

only -th&y ·are·1faitlng ana lo'oking to you·for ale'ad,"Ct:i.ve us 
. . . . • ·. . . . "··' (13) 

. ·that~ tcbis i•s -all. _we ask for in vie" •o.f t~he coming· Ele'ction" • 

:. Moreover,: Richard was: .so convinced that . Innes·· '\tbuld sp~k out 

·,soon,. that. h·e tJrote to him·again· three· days la.ter_, stating 

the iflad.isability · of• sUch' action': befOre ·$prigg delivered' his 

address ·at· .. East London· ea;ly in d'Ulg·. (l4). '· · :· ' : ··. ·" ' • '· 

. · . : : Inrte.o ,_ however, is EJ ued · .no mantfe sto · r.u'ld gave' no 

ind:tcation ·that he· intended (to/ ·make himself available tor the 

. ·,~leadership d~f the Progressive Partyi Sprigg bad officially . 
as~umed··tbat .. rOle • ·In fact~ 'Innes according to·ona_· Dmd: ·' :, 

on: 17. September 1898 had chosen to. remain an' Independent• ·· 
. / . ' 

.. -As- ;to ·t-he other· former .Moderates,: the· Mugwumps· ..i. lleara., · .·. 
. t . 

. Solomon:and .wiener ... did not contest any seats, Hay: stood as 

an· Innt.ependent, and ·,J.O •Molteno as sri Afrikaner Party candf• 

·. :. date. , :serryvJones and smuts stood as Pr~gtessives and. Hutton· 

:x>~ma:ined c.ut of the contest.~ That ::serry • . Jones and Smuts 

should· have chosen to ·follow Sprigg rather than Innes; must 

be attributed to <the ·.importance ther presumably atta·ched to 

:the :Redistr·ibutton ·Bill and the need for a ·eonsolidatio·n ·of 

· anti-Bond forces. ··Innes was not to be browbeaten into 

. :joining the Rhodes camp. · 

Sprigg in 'his s·peech at East LOndon cleclared that 

··it 11as· the intention io:f the GOV'ernment to maintain and streng;.. 

then the Imperial co·nneotion with South Africa; SEmure 'j)be· 

~edist'ribution of' ·seats; introduce· eomp:ulsory education; 

l'e:fottn the mining laws; introduce legislation which wo~ld ·Je ad 

to the development Of latent agricultural resources of· the land; 
· (l2) B.Rose~ Innes to J .Rose Inne.s, 27 June '1898 (R.I .Po) 

(13 ). Ibid. . . ,. . 
(14) .. lbid.; lO·June 1898. 
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reform the fiscal policy of thtJ ooun1;ry and ·contt-ri bute to t~~ 
rl r \ • , 1 l 

la'Vy., (~5). In a later statement Sprigg· ~nn~unced tha_t he and 

Jlbodes we~e- agreed 'that the 'latter tl's'h'oul.d not<return to the 
>. ' . . 

' premiership,·. but ~hould: devote hJ.s' undivided -energies te his 

goo~-,~~rk in the no:rt'bn. (l6)' i '.f. 

I ' . f. ' 1 : ',_f ; - l ; : • ' I ~ ' ' ' . ' . . ' ' ' • ' ;, ' 

~hat t'be election llould be 'fought on the principle cf British 
','I I ! ' , : •'' ' I L ! , . :_ : .· ., ! )'' 

supremactand maintained 'that no true· Afrikaners ower~ opposed 

. to' jritfsh :su~remcy. ·'*Sprigg•~ Bri~ish -s~p;rema.'cy meant 

. ,_Rhode~', supre~cylt, be· statedo- i'~be Afrikanders were loyal, 

: : '' an~ ·.w~nted t~ :get' ~id 'of. inen :like ltho.des and Sprigg, fJhO were 
:: : ·:, .l ·.:: , ,= ' ! ' : I ; ' • : ! , 1 • \ .. f :. 

a danger to British supremacy, and who, 'VIith their false pro-

gr~~si~e policy~ wo~id 'ruin the country" • (lS) The Redistri­

bution Bi -11 was, regard~d by Schreiner . as a~ . ~l!lstr ument which 

would. take the power ttcompieteiy out of tbe hands of- tm 
- . . 

~ountry .·party"· ·and put it into· "the b~nds 'of 'the. ports and the 

... other-:large to~tts~.(l9>·wtih regard to fiscal __ policy, he 

. stated tbat the n11eltare o:t tbe Colony depended upon their 

upholding the principle of Protectio~i~ ~ '(20 )__ 

In addition Schreiner advocated "a· reasonable con-
. : • I 

.· tributionn 'to· the Navy; the gradual introduction of compulsory 

education and "a firm and absolutely just policy towards the 

vast num'bers·of aboriginal natiVes, yet scarcely emerging 

f:rom barbarism:' .-(2_1) 'And in o.rder to· Ia- event Rhodes, recently 

resto~ed to his seat on the Board o:f the :B.s~A.Oompany<22)from 
once again combining the. funetions of Colonial premier and 

"virtual ·dictator o:f Rhodesia", Schreiner urged the electors . . 

to vote ·for the 'Bond candidates in the forthcOming election. (23) 

·. t.l5) ~· *iimE~s , 11 luly 1898 
(16) Rose Innes, op. cit.,, p. 170e 
(1'7) Cape ~imes_, 20 July 1898• 
(18) Ibid., 
(19) ):bid. 
(20). Ibid. • 
(21) Ibld .• 
(22). Walker, W.P.So, p. ·109. 
(23), Cape. Times, 20 July 1898 
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While Rhodes may have told Sprigg th~:t Jte would not 
' < • I' ! 

return to the preinier.st.lip and it wtia ac'cepted that the l?ro­

~.r~s s~ ve . Party w~s . of~i~i.~lly ~o . be . l~d ·~y- ~pr~gg • . this did 

.. not preveD;t Jtilodes .from speaking in suppor.t o~ Progressive 

cand.idates., from various ·platforms,.· And it wa,s in these 
, • ' ' ' '· ·I· ' •' ' I '' • , 

0 
' 

,. ,, :speeches that ~bQdes revealed .tha~ be was ,in fact the Party 
i 

• :: l .. leader .and. wbat··his primary object. wa~ in trying to secure 

·I :·, .· a:.Vi:etory;at the. polls tor .the .Progressive Party. 
', ', I 0 " > .'' • 

\( : '· ) .. : . ~o qnQ·· SJ?~ec,h delivered ~Y Rhodes, can. be quoted to 

)':!h~H' ~em ;he vi~w~d the·p!)litical .si~~t1.on::i.n·the Colony and 
'·t ' 

•·:: .... 1 ::: ., :, SQ:uth .Af:r.:i~a in l.898o· :Bevertheles~ it ·ts possibl$ to arrive 
' ' . . . . ' 

'I, ;: ) 

' ,; 

! • ' ' 

,, ' '\ l 

,, 
l.--~·· 

speeches ·at Bark~U West. on A.ugust 3rd; at ·l:lotg lands on 

.··· .. August.· 4th and at Vryburg on September 3rd,. T.O Rhodes it 
' ' ' I, >, 

.seemed clear that the, white races ·"would vote .. for a union of 
I · ',,' ' . , ' , ' . . ' - . '• 

.south .Afl:'ica,: o1t ,~11 t.~e ,.state.s and colOnii9S• The Transvaal• 

.. 'the. ~ee State, ,t.he :N:orth~ Natal and the .cape ·Colony should, 

.. for, simp-licity of' .worl<;ing.0 work together Ci)n a practical basis-
/ ~., ~ ' ' ' 

.. : they sbou.ld ~ one:". (24) Such a. union would be. able to deal 

. effectively lli:J;h police def,ence, railway tariffs and ttle 

nati:ve question.~25 ) 

~his great ~ssue ,Cf union 11ould only be achieved, 

however • i.f tbe question of equal rights and justice to both 

· .. En*Jlisb and Dutch •as the bas j.s of any policy. <26 ) And it 

was Kruger • s. policy .. of denying equal rights to the "ne11 

population". that was proving the stumbling block to su~b a 

union. Rhodes indicated wby,1ib:is was soo In the ~ranavaal ,. ' . . 

tberf?l.il~;re,. "according to a 9aref'lll' ~s1iimatet seventy thou­

sand to ~igbtN thousand of the new populatien, ... and eighteen 
" ' ' : . 

thousand: male adults of tl'le old • but . if you add the women and 
{24) Vind,ex, op, cit., p. 565 • 

. (25) 'Ibid.' 'pp. '$65-$66. 
(26) lb.id.' p. 568. 
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children as regards. tte old .Popula~~on; ·you. will have to 

·-· . multip~y. the to-tal b~ feu:t'*', Rhodes · e'xplaS;ned... "There will 
I I • '. ( • ' ' ~ ·' ' ; . • ' ' ; 

; : 

. < , .~be~ _})e. a 'boo.~ seventy thotlsand ef t~e old population 

' i 1 • 

put th,e ·di$tinctit'Ul that you mut13t ma.ke is this • the new 
'I ' ' I' •· ' ' I • . ' • ' •' ' • 

. . . 
' '' 

. p~p.ulation consists almost en:tirelu af males· and the old 
; r : >; • !j' ~ ,: 

0 

' : ' • ; ~ ·, ' , \ ' ' i I I : > I ' 

' . 
. p~pulation are tnen .with 'ii.ives and f.arnilies·• Thus you will 

.. ; ' ' : .. \ • ', 'I . 'I \ ' ' . ' ' . . '• . . ' 
. I • 

, . . . .se~ .. that, s·upposing that the ne~ populat:i.on have equal· rights 
' I ' I ' ' ' ~ • ~ ' ' • • ' • '. ' . . ': . 

':!. 

·.) 

~ ' i 

. lfith tb.e old population as regards votes, there: will be one 
: '':' ' . . ' 

. . h\ll~<h~e~, thousand voters". <27) 
~ i' > I ' ~ > ' "> I ' I, I ' ' • 0 \ ~ ' ~ : ' ' 

·Rhodes estimated that there were 100,000 vo.ters in 
. : : \ \: '). ,, t '- ' 

tbe -Cape Colony, in Rh.edesia about· 10,000 white males,' in 

Natal :''a -white population of forty thousand,. about one in 
(I,'' '' • '.- •'!, I f • • . 

"'·, ... 

. four of whom were voters", in the lree State 15 ,ooo voters 
. '. . . ' \ :' . .. ... - . 

and t ·provided of coux-se tha;t the "new ,population" were given 
.. . ' I. '' ,. ' , , . . ., .. 

~qual franchise rights, 100,.000 vow rs in the Transvaal. The 
. : ' .' . ·' l ; ; ~ ' . ' 

to-tal of voter.s in south Afr:i.ca would therefore be al>out 

.... ·2.?5,00 o.r 240~000 voters and Rhodes stated "•. I am sure a 
' ··. ·; '; ' ' ··. ' ' ' 

margin (would be) in favou:r ()f a united South Africa". <28) . 
; ; ~' i . ' I . ' • 

Pow ~bile Rhodes tailed to make the point in his 
) ' .. 

, . ~na,~y~is ·' t~e itnpl~cation apJ1:l ars to have been that by 

. secu:r~~g equal_ fr~nchise rights .f.Qr the Ui tlanders, they would 

form ~be majority o:f th~ !{!ransvaal electorate and in that way 

,.a Raad in :favour of closer union would be constituted. 
', .. 

It "a·s ther·et'ore .•essential that the Transvaal be 
. . ~ ib 
brought into. line, and the Cape electorate had it in,.polVe.r 
' . . - ' .. '' •\. . . ' . '. . 

to effect this. The fight in the Colony was to oust the 
• ' ,. 1 ' ' ' ' ... ' : 

Krugeri te Bond. By v.o1ing for Bond candidates, Rhodes impliec ., . ,,. . 

.r~presenta t?.ves. would be returned to the Cape. Hous6 "who 
'• (29) 

Vl_(!)uld .. :tE pre.pared to carry out President Kruger• s programme;. 

and so it. was the du~y of the electors who desired closer 

.. (27) Ibid. , p.. 564 • 
(:28) lbid., PP• 564-S6f). 
(29), i'b.id.' p. 548. . 
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union, both Dutch and English, to vote for the Progressives. 

In each of tbe speeches Rhodes delivered, be appealed 

to" the Dutch farmer equally 11ith the Englishman" (30) to 

support .b!!!t an indication that he bad in :fact become the 

virtual leader of the Party, though Sprigg officially.was 

accepted as such. Ylhat is mere, the appeals Rhodes directed 

to tne "Dutch" voters is evidence to support the view tbat 

nthe great amalgamator" was indeed determined that bis closer 

union plan.should have support from the· t$o European sections 

of the Cape population,· 

In the light of these statements, it becomes clear 
' . 

too 11by Rhodes so glibly agreed to change the Progressive 

slogan which he bad ffrst formulated in Aprlil 1897. Then be 

had· stated that he was in favour of "Equal rights for every 

wbite man south of the Zambesi". (3l) When some coloured men 
. . the, . 
at~Klipdam meeting on August 1st 1898 asked him to amplify 

this statement, he asked them whether they considered that 

they should have equal rights too, and on receiving an affirm­

ative reply, stated, "Then I will alter it if you like to 
('32) 

equal rights for every civilized mall south of the Zambesi". 

The elections in the Colony would be fought on the 

same lines as those in 'March 1898: Equal Rights vs. Race 

Domination, Tre.nsvactl vs. British supremacy and the Union 

Jack vs. Die Vierkleur .. (3'3) 

Now.) while Rhodes neglected to emphasise: the value 

of redistribution to his larger scheme, it must be concluded 

that he fully appreciated the value of such a Bill which 

would entrench the town party in Parliament. The Progressives 

might have desired redistribution solely for the advantage 

they hoped to secure over the country party in Parliament 

while Innes and his followers were probably determined to 
(30) 
(31) 
(32) 
(33) 

Ibid., pp. 571, 593. 
:!ill supra. 
~ Times, 3 August 1898. 
walKer, W.P.s., p. 113. 



champion redistribution solely to· remedy the ,eXis-tirig 

inequality of repre.sentati.,n be·tt>1een to\'m and .country• 

l\hoaes on the other hand saw the :matter purely and simply 

as rotle tihteh '¥10~0 .P'I'OtnOte his close.r 'union, scheme in \<1b1cb. 

the Cape \ias to plaf a. dominant role. 
'fbat ·the Cape electorate t~tas pr.otoundl;f J1nfluenced l>Y 

events taking ptaee cln ·the ~ransvaa.l :in the months preceding 

the· ;gene:t'-$1 election• :may be deduced .from the v:te't·ts Milner 

ex:pressed .. ·tt. Cbambel"lain. ·ae stated that Schre:iner•s 

1'11afdfesto and speeche·s,, t~t1th theil: constant reference t·o 

loyalty o:t the Atrikaner.s, ~1as a device to catch vote.s ~and 

sugge.sted ·that "the si,gna.l has been made to Pretoria to be 

•eonc111atory'~~ •'u(34) .f'Ol" the .effect 'Was visible in .maJ\1 ways ... 

":in the .tone of ·the Swaziland negotiatS.onsl in the ·temporary 

su~pens1on of mea:sures harassing to the Uitlanders~,, and in 

the .l"eduction tn the :r:~te .. of duty on Colonial tobaeeon. (35 l 

All this ~ta.s nece~J.sary .as tttt would be rather e.1•slnrard. if, in 

the middle of this ·•rl.apdoodlet (·election eampdgn) the 

Transvaal Government t-Iere. to be seen violently ·quarrelling 

\'11th H.M.·'s' Govarmnentn • (36) 

Re'adlam maintains tnat Transvaal support tor the · Bana 

was not limi·ted to the adoption of a conciliatory ,poltcy, 

f;ar he deela.res that Wor.ma.tion was recetv,ea on June 2l+t.b., 

.1898 nof decisions taken blf' the Executive Counc:11 .at 

?retor:~a to send .more funds ·to Mr. Hofmey:r••.s party w.ltb the 

vi·etv of secur.ing the sueces.s ot the Bond in. the 'coming 

elections11 .• (37) But Eofnteyr maintains that in the .Bond papers 

n the:re is not a single commun1eati·on t;rom ·the Transv-aal,:t' 

·to ,su:bstantlate the charges :oif Rhodes .and bis i'ollOl'ters~ 

that the Bond :Oaii1paign t>1as "run on ~ransvaal se'Qret se1rvice 
.·· . u(38} money.,....... · · 
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~he general election which start~d in August concluded 

· on September; 1'5t~, whe.n the Vryburg COntE:St \las decided~ Ons 

Laud.announced the results on Septembe:r,,_l7tb. (39) Four 

Progres.si·ves. vu~re ·re.turned. unopposed: Smuts (Cape Division) 

· S.p~.igg antl· B.ra'bant. (Eas.t J.ondon) ·and fl.e:l.l (Ma:feking). ~he 

· ' ' · · · following· Progressives · sucees~fully contested 33 seats:""! 

: :. ( \ : ~· St.·Lege·l", T.E._Fuller, :Ur:own anq Anderson (Cape Town), 

Douglas·s and Wood (Grahamst~wn) • Sivewright , (Stellenboscb), 

Olivier :·(Oudtsboorn), 1Ja11rence; Col. Harris, .R.Harris and 

Stead .(Kimberley), Walton m d Wynne (Port Elizabeth), Crosbie 

(Albany)i :aer~y an4 :trrost (Queenstot~~n), Rhodes and Oats 

(lamaqualand) A.J eful:ter, (~embulan~) 9 : Tamplin and Garr.ett 

. ' : \ ' ' . ' ., . ' .~ 

. ,' . 

' ' 

· (ViqtOrJ.a -East), Iaing. arid Hockly ('Fo:r~ Beautort), Scherm­

:bruclter and Warren .(~~ngwilliamstovm) ,. Ziet~man (Griqualand 

Eaa't}. Rhodes •and,Hill (Barkly West), ·Lee and Vanes (Uiten-

· . . hage) ;· Ba.·arboff' and Fincham (Vrybu:cg). 

Of the A1'r.ikaner Party c;:audida tes; ;.four were re­

turned unopposed: Du· .Plessis and Joubert (Albert), Van 

Heerden and l)u Plessi-s (Cra.d~ck).. The .rema.tning seats 'Were 

"Won for that Party by D.Q. de Waal al'ld D.J;il1arais (Piketberg) 

· · Krige (Stellenbosch), Bof~man and J ..• s ~Marais (Paarl} • 

· Schoeman (Oudtshoornh Schreiner ·and Smuts (Malmesbury), 

. Searle and Raubenheimer (George); V!ienancl and J .~.Molteno 

(Somerset East)·, fe :Water and Smith .(Graaff-Reinet) ,M~rriman 

a-nd De. Wet (V~odehouse), Sauer and Botha (Ali11al North), 

~. Theron ·and Du Toit (Richmond), Van Wijk and Van den Vijver 

(Riversdal}, Van der Walt and N.P. de Waal (Oolesberg), 

Jeuers and· .Dempers (Caledon), Wolfaardt and Joubert (swellen-

. dam) , G:raa.ff and Rabi.e {WQrce:ster}, Oosthuizen and Weeber 

(Beauttort. West), .Kuhn and lmmelman (Victoria West) Van der 

Me:rwe and, Van z:i.jl. (<.llanwi:lliam).. ~nnes. {unopposed, Cape 

(39) Ons Land, 17 September 1898. 
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D.iviaion) and Sa~pson (Albany.) suc¢essful~y corrt~eted. the .. 
. ', • I . ' ' . ' ' ' ' ' 

el~c~ions JtS, ):ndependents ~ .Q!!§._jand included . tht}m .as-' :- . 
J •• ' I .·'I' ' • . . - . . . 

S."PP~r~~:r~ .of ,the "GQvern~nt Par,ty" .~and ~~,e~ite( tbat : 

P~r~y .wi.tb s~c~i~. ,3:~· ~+ 1the .7~ .seats. , ~~e· Afrikaner :Party 

bad . thus ·defea.ted ... its ·Opp9nents by th~. nar~ow m~g.in of. ·1 seat 
0 • • 

1 
,' I • I • ' • • ' • • •• • 

' ' I'' , ' . c , ~l~w:. analyse,d ,the retur,ns,. ~nd :concluded·. that 
I ' ' '· . , 

·:the Progres~iv.e;; polled 44,40; v.otes ,ae agai.nst 37,901 
0 

I, ,'i J ' ' \, ~ • \ I " ' , ' I , "t I I • <' 1 I ·, 
0 

• • ' I' - J ' 0 ' ' 

The. J'~·ogres.sive9 .thus .. had r.ece;iveq.. an. 
' .. ' ' 

_overal~-m.jQ~:lty o;f 6,,$Q2 vot~s~ Af.ter qu9tiilg these .:. 
', 

0 
\ 

0 
• ' I 'L I <. 'I • '• { 'o \ ' ' 

f.igure.s ... ;in, a, ~es:patcb .tq qhamberlaitt, :M~ln~r ·stat~~:, "~he 
' \ • ' ' ' I • ' ' ' I 

. case .t'Qr R~~:i,~tri'bu~io~ is therefore gre?Jctly strengthened 

·,by 'tbi.~·:o~~ect, J.~seon~' e <40) . ' .. ' ' '' ' 
' I I • • ' 

; ' I 
.:Rhodes was elect~d :tn 1W9 co!lsti -tuenc:ies -and ,. 

, a fresh election. was :therefore necess:'lte.ted. in the lamaqua-
, ';": ... '·, I<.''; ' > ' • ,·-.· < < ' <'· • 

l,at\d /sea~ ~bi,ch ·he · r~s j.gned • . 'fhe PI; ogres si ve Part~ • s 

st:re~h.i~_the ~ouee Vt~e thus reduced to ;a, for it was 

unlikely,that the new election would.be completed before 

.Octobe:r;- 7th, 1;he date on 1Vhich Mi.l~~r :~ad ;i.nsis.te..d Parlia• 
' '. 

. {41). 
: ment sbould .be summoned..,. ·. 

I ' I 0 ' ' ' 

, cert~in .i.-nportant ·deductiQns. oe.n be ma·de on 
', ! I I : ,~ • , • ' • " 

·the ba.sis of tbe electi,on resultso ., 1.j,rst.1 only t~o.In~e· .. 
' • 0 < I,\ I' • ' • ' •' >' ' ' ' 

.. pende.nts: .-,were returned whereas in 1894· n:i.ne "unattached!' · 
1 

, • , • , 1 ' \ , ~ : t • ' • • ' • : 'I • • •11 

cand~dates and., eig.lr~een Oppositipnists wer~ eucce$a~ul·. 

S·econd.ly, only the Stellenbosch and · 0'-"dtshoorn coneti:tuen-
• : ' ' J ~ ' • ~ • ' • • ' • • • •• 

cies bad adhere<l to .form~r political practice of. ·~acb , · . . ' . . \ ~ . . ·.· . . ' . . . ' . ' 

· returni~ t:w.o :r.~JTresentati~es. fr~.m •9PpOsing p~I'ties. l!ere 

.. tbe,~r:we s~e the: ,tendency ·Of parties t9 crystallize into 
~·.t· ' . ' . 

highly organised bod~e$ 7 gaining ground rapidly,., Thirdly, .. it 

· becomes obvious that·. the two political parties in the House 
• 1 • • 

would be div.id~d ·On: raci.allines. For .t.his the Raid. had 
• • 1 , •,· , ', ' • 1 • ' J., 

. 'been. responsible. Jinally.,. the Progressive Party• s atrength 
' ,1. .. ' 'J ~ • ' ' ' ~ 

.was sbovfn trJ lie 'mainly in the larger towns; it can 

(40) Mil. P. ·- p. 275 .. 

(41) Ibid. 
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therefore be said with justice that it had become p:imarily 

an urban party as opposed to the rural Afrikaner Party -

or as Schreiner chose to call it - the South African Party. 

The achievement of the Progressive Party in the 

general election of 1898 is noteworthy. ,The formation of 

the Party officially dated from February 1897 and up to then 

very little formal organisation at members had been effected, 

the S.A.P.A. and S.A.League had admittedly prepared the 

ground for the election as from 1896, but the bulk of the 

work remained to be done in the twelve months preceding 

August 1898. llhen it is realised that the Progressive 

Party pitted its strength against the Afrikaner Party, which 

was backed by a very efficient party machine of fourteen 

years standing, the final result was indeed a remarkable 

achievement for the Progressives. 

(ii) 

It appears from Milner's correspondence that Rhodes 

had urged Sprigg to put off summoning Parliament until late 

in October, as Rhodes had been given to understand by Harris 

that the Progressives stood to gain another seat as a result 
(42) 

of certain election returns whidh were being scrutinised. 

This would have meant a majority of at least one for the Pro­

gressive Party in the House. But Milner refused to allow 

this for he maintained "that the vote on account was ex-

hausted at the beginning of September and that, at the time 

when the Vote was obtained, there was a general understanding, 

and indeed something like a pledge on the part of the Kini-

sters, that Parliament should reassemble at the earliest 

possible date after the election, ••• " (4 '3) 

(42) Ibid., pp. 272-273. 
'(43J Ibid., P• 273. 
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Milner's attitude was responsible for a "coolness· 

between him and the Ministers, for be refused to be moved 

by the "interminable arguments to the contrary 11 addressed 

to him "by the ~ominal (J .G .s.) and the real(C.J .R.) head 

of the G01 ernment - •• ·" <44) That Milner would have liked 

very much to enable Sprigg to escape defeat, is revealed by 

him, for he stated: "Though I, of course, want Sprigg to stay 
(451 

in, I disbelieve absolutely in the policy of such tactics". 

He felt that the "Bhodes cum Harris scheme for keeping office 

per ~ !1 nefas is just the Raid over again. I mean it is 

the same attempt to gain prematurely by violent and unscru­

pulous means what you could get honestly and without violence 

if you 11ould only .!!11 w ~ f£!: ll•'' <46 ) 

Milner was not persuaded by the arguments that 

the fall of a "loyal" Ministry would result in the Party 

going to pieces with Rhodes and Company throwing up the game 

in disgust and ruining the Imperial cause in South Africa. 

He felt that the situation could best be likened to that of 

a Captain of a cricket Xl saying to the umpire, "Unless you 

cheat, I won't play" and concluded 11 What rubbishl" <47> 

ihile efforts were being made to persuade the 

Governor to agree to Parliament being summoned late in Octo­

ber, a scheme was afoot to secure the defection o~ Bondsmen 

who had been returned to Parliament. On August 23rd a Cape 

Times leader,under the beading "Rat to the Progressives"
1 

announced that; "Failing a Progressive majority, it is now 

hoped that even in the event of a Bond majority being re­

turned, it will be impossible for ~r. Sdbreiner to carry on 

the Queen's Government, because some of the men now returned 

(44) Ibid. 
(45) Ibid. 
(46) Ibid., p. 274. 
(47) Ibid. 
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'{. 

as Jk>nd ·might be good:enough to*rat' to the Pi'ogress~ve 

· · · Partlf" ~ <48) ·The Gape 'l!imes hoped that the Farty would not. 
, ~·~ ' ' • _. ,' , < ' ' ' ., j I • :. 

"set too much store by possibilities Of this character" 
. . 

· for there was ''no place in the Progressive· ranks f.or 'ratting; 
'·· . 

"·'' ) 

Bond members" unless they were prepared to .vot·e "progressivet~ 
... ,.) 

on '"the. one pressing questio.n • that of red:tstribution 
· .. ·.), :· t .. n·· (49) .. ; .· 

o... sea . s .. • . . 
··.' 

.By September 29th .south Africa .could report that 
J. '; t ,· , ~ I ,_.: 

1 1 i 

' ' . I 

' 

i. 

the. Progressive out~ook was mare ·promisipg as four md'derate 
' ' I • 

;Bondsmen,; who were. r.distrustful of Messrs• Schreiner and 

Merriman•s pro•Transvaal policy; were desirous 'of joining . ' 
the Frogresa:iv·e ranks· on terms which were "under c·on­

.. , sider~tio-~; ~.-~(So). 

:During the session,· Krige; the Bond member for 

Stellenbosch, ·tbre\'1 light on· the subje·ot when he stated 
''. 

that he bad been approached by certain parties anci offered 
. ' 

·money.t(5l) A Select· committee of the House was thereupon 

appointed to investigate the .oharge~·{5 2) in evidence be~ore 

this Committee :i.t ·was revealed that ail.' offer of £3.000 was · 

made to Krige by D~F. and P.J·.Bosman shortly after t.he 

Stellenbosch election result \lias announced • Tbj~ s offer -was 
'' 
made on co.ndition· that Krige w·ould give his political 

support in the :House·to'tbe Progressives• (53) 

Iri pr es·e:mting the Report of tbe Select Oommi ttee. 

Innes stated that ·it lias establfsbed that the nffer was made 

· to Krige in Septembe:C on the conditions mentio~ed above; 

that the offer \la~ made by D~F • and P~.J+Bostnan of Cape Town. 

fiho W¢re f?;Uilty G:f' the Offence Of attempting to bribe a· 

member 'of the House· as d'e:tined by s·~7 of Act' 13 of 188~; 

(48) Qape Times'' 23 August 1898 
(49) Ibid,. 
(;o). so·utb Africa;· 29 'September 18989 · p~ 76. 
(51) Ca;pe H8nsard' · 1898; p,!.35. 
{~2) Ibid· •• v~ 54-' . . . · 
(~3 }. A .15"'- 98, ·'·' PP• 2-4. · 



and finally ·that ;Krige did not accep:tth~ offer and did not 

receiv'e any· bribe,· either :fr.om tbe Bosmans .. or. ~~y~ne el~e. 

'.fbe cOmnn.ttee· bad been "unable to discover any p;r·oot, a~ .~o 

the compli~ity of ~ny thi-rd person in· the .tra~!,3ac-:ti~ll"·~ (54) 
' .: . - . 

When this report is examined agains-t, ,:J,ihe back~ 

g:fbund of the state of: parties prior, to. Parliarne.nt .me~t.ing, . 

in October··, it· does i·ndieate how. i.mportant a. Progr~s,s~.ve 
' 

'majority was deemed to be. Such a majQr:i.ty was particularly . : . 

. ~mportant if RhOdes• closer union pla·n_was. to s.ucce.ed ))ut .. 

whether 'Rhode's or bis supporters werei behind the ·1off,er of 
' ' . . ' ' .. 

a bribe ·to ;Krige was :not established .by. the S~leq:t. CP.ID.~ittee. 

·' · on 'Octob'er 6th a meeting of Progres~~ y~ , 

·members 'Vias ·held and there ·it was "agreed unanimQt:t~ly to 
. (55) 

support the ·Mfniater •s programme for the present session". 

The .formal openi'ng of Parliament \9as .deferred until October 

· lOth because of· the · inabili.ty of the Pi. rties to agree to· 

the election ·of a Speaker. (56) The Opposition succ~eded 
' . 

however in ·voti.ng solidly in favour of Dr • BJ,ssE!t ~erry as . . . ... . . (51) 
Speaker, thereby increasing the majorj.ty in the 1fous~ to 1;wo. 

' ' Sc-hreiner tabled his motion of no-~onfidence 

a·nd on ·the ·to'llowing day .Milner exchanged no1ies w:t tb. Sprigg 

concerptng the·~ ~:i:me~> .report that the M:i"~ori ty was.. . 

detertnihed :itt :to ·accept defeat on one .issue anfi. :o;~ \.pne issue 
I 

only..:~ 'Redistribution•• J5B) This report: was however denied 

by Sprigg for be· repli:ed that the ·Supply Bill. ~~':!,Q:i'l;ld. conti~ue . .. 

to staruias the first -of the,Gotv<u·nment Bille, and,,if it ... 

~were rejected, h~ would at once resign" • (59) . , ; , ... , 

Schreiner's .no ... oonfid~n¢e -motioll w~s carZ"ied 

· · by 39 ·votes to· 37 and the division. revealed that the. l?ro-. . ; '·" 

gl'~ssives Ander·son, Brabant, JJrow~, Crosbie, Dougla,ss, 

(54) Ibid., PP! j.ii•V 
(55) Cape. Times, 7 October 1896 
(56) South Africa, 8 October 1898, p •. 81 •. 
(57) Walker, w .I>.s., p. 116. 

Rose l.nnes--t .op, cit., p. 172. 
(58),, Mil. P., P• 279 • 
!59)· Ibid., p.28(). 
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Fincham, Frost, T.E.Fuller, .A.J.Fuller, Garrett, Haarhoff, 

D.Harrie, l.R.Harris, Hill, Hockly, Innes, Laing, 

Lawrence, ae, Oats, Olivier, Rhodes, Sampson, Scherm-

bruaker, Sive\1right, C.P.Smuts, Sprigg' Stead, St.Leger, 

Tamplin, Vanes, Walton, Warren, Weil, Wood, \'lynne and 

Zietsman had opposed Schreiner's Soutb African Party in 

the House. (60) 

The Progressive Party had stood four-square 

behind its leaders on this occasion but this solidarity 

was not to be maintaibed throughout the remainder of the 

session. 

(iii) 

In October a Bond-Moderate Ministry took 

office under the Premiership of Schreiner. The Cabinet 

consisted of Schreiner (~ime Minister and Colonial Secre­

tary), Merriman (Treasurer), Sauer (Commissioner of Publjc 

Works), A.J.Herholdt (Secretary for Agriculture), R. 

Solomon (Attorney-General) and te Water (Minister without 

Portfolio). (6l) While the Mini.stere 11ere divided on 

issues such as redi.strjbution and Protection <62) in one 

important respect they appeared to be unanimous, namely 

in their avowed opposition to Rhodes. 

In the House the return of P.H.Faure, the 

lTogressive candidate for lamaqualand, gave the Government 

a precarious majority of two,<63 ) while in the Legislative 

Council a Progressive majority of on~ confronted the 

Ministry. This was the unenviable position of the Ministry 

when Schreiner stated that the second reading of the 

Redistri.bution Bill would not be asked for, and that it was 

(60) !!R! Hansard, 1898, p.l6. 
(61) Walkel', W .P .s., p. 116. 
(62) Ibid., P• 119. 
(63) Mil. P., p. 282. 
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't;be .intention of the, Gojrernment to ,bring in "a fair 
I ' • c '·' · ' f ' 1 .• : ' ( 64) 

an? equj_ ta b:le mea.sure'1 ,, but )tot d,._uriug that session .• 

C:ll,il t'he- debate which: f()llowed ·on Schreiner's 
' '' ·statement o'f Gover.nme·nt· policy',· Rhodes explained. :t.hat 

. ' • ' . • ',; 1- ';' . . 

,. · ·-'. : there· wae tlO' _pos•ibi1ity "cf c·ordia1' agreement"~. be.tween 

· .' ·-, the· Governme·n~: and· Opposi 'tion,· unless ·arrangement.s were 

made' for r'~distrj_butio_n •. (65) He· suggested_ that s.chreiner 

s·nould eensi.der' asking for a 'conference with the . Leader 

' r · • .. • ., • • :of tb'.e ·Oppo.sitiotl' "10 bring about a settlement of the whole 
, , • . ; , ' • 'i I 

; ·,,r 

re.:aistrib~.rtion qu~stionu. (GG} Oll October 31st Schreiner 
. . ' . ·. . . \ ) 

· ·. ~-oved t-bat tbe ·order for· the· second readtrl.g of the. Par­

liamentary:Representation Bill be discharged, and d~ring 

tbe · Qo'l,ll'ee. of· the debate l>~g''e' de Waa.l~ a supporter of the 

Minist·rv and close· fri-end ef Rhodes, moved· for a post­

pone.ment -wi·th a view t·o ·a corr:fere:nce ~ { 67 ) This amendment 

was seco.nded. b'N ftbc'des' w'hO stated· that he bad seen de 

': waal's ·resolutions· just before the House met, "but had no 

'hand: in drafting it" • (EiS) As de 'Waal•s-,amendment was. 
' I 

carried \'iith'the ·aid. of the Speaker's vot~( 69)the Hous~ 
; ' ' ' 

adJOurned and a c~nfereJlce arranged between Schreiner, 

Sauer, te Water, Sprigg, Rhodes and Innes.(70) 

A Bill drafted by Scareiner and Innes was intro­

duced and pas:sed as an agreed measure on November 25th. 

'rhe Parliamentary Addi t:ional Representation Bill provided 

for ·sixteen new seats, the creation of single member 

consti tuenci~s to a large e.xtent, the increase of members 

·from o.ne·to two in Griqualarid'East, Tembuland andUiten­

hage, two to three in Worcester and George, two to four 

in Po·rt :Elizabeth' atld f'our to· five· ln ·oape Town. In 

(64) .Q!Jte ·aanaar.d, '1898, p .. 2'3 
(65) Ibid., p. '33:. . _ 

·(:66) :Ib,id~- •. p •. '34 •. , 
(67) Ibid., P• 159. 
(68) -~J!Pe' 'Han' ea·rp., 1898, P• 161~ 

Rose lnnes, op. ,ci't., p. 173. 
(69) Ibid,., p". ~71. . .. 
(70)r-_ Rose .. Innes, op. ~it., p. 174~ 
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addition it ·was laid down that the return of additional 

members should take place befor.e the next ordinarr session 

of Parliament. (?l) 

fhe Progressive Party., lanes and Sampso.n, bad stood 

firm on the qo.esti•on of' red.istrtbution and becat1se of the 

deteeti"o.n of D.c. de Waal, it bad been possible to force 

tche Government to introduce the Bill during 'the 1998 .session. 

On the question ·Of fiscal policy, the Pr·ogr.essiy.es 

were not ~able to prese·nt the same deter.mined. .front. Innes 

bad moved "~bat this House;, ehi.le most amtious that the 

colony .of Natal .should ent"er into the Customs Union, is 

.nevertheless desirous of ·securing terms more sui table to 

the .fiscal and other interests of tbi.s colonN than those 

contained i:n the Draft Convention, m&r·e especially in regard 

to the duties upon the necessari~es of 1ife". <72) This motion 

·11as defeated by '60 vot,es to 16, only And'er.son, Brown, 

Brabant; ~·.E.Fuller, Garrett, D.Barris," F.R.Har.ris, Innes, 

lawrence, Oats, C.P.Smuts, Stead,. St.Leger,, ~amplin., Walt~on 

and wynne supporting it, V~htle the Progressives Crosbie, 

Douglass, Fincham, Frost, A..J. Fuller, Hill; Bockly, Laing, 

Lee, Rhod.es, ,scher.mbrucker, Sivewrigbt, Sprigg, Vanes, Warren, 

Weil, Wood and Z:ietsman and the Independent ·Sa.mpson, had 

~chosen to side tiith the ~GQTermnent on this question. 

~bat the Progressives should bav e split on the 

questio.n o'f a reduction ~of duties on the necessari.es of life, 

demonstrated quite clearly that the apparent consoli.dation 

of the Party during the general election and sub.sequently 

on the redistribution issue, did not extend to fiscal policy. 

Almost bal:f tbe Progressive Party still adhered to the poli·cy 

of protection abieh the BOnd and s.A .• League o~ganisations 

·(711 cape Hansard,_ 1898, p. 265. 
{72) Ibid • , p. 64. 
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supported, while the remainder ·of t'he PL'ogr.essives upb.eld 

the fr.ee•trade doctr.ine of the S .A.P.A •. 
' ' . ' . ... .. 

A deba~~ V~hich further revea.led the lack o:f tmi ~y 

in 'the Pr.ogressive ra.-.ks 'Was 1ibat which fo'lloiie(i on .Bra~mt' s 
. ' ' • ~ , ' I ; ' • , . ' . 

motion to repeal. Sect~on _l of. Aet 29 of 1897 ·; tbe ~ndo~fl.nd 
< -

laws Act.- !his section gave. the -G·overllm~nt. pc;n-fe;r_ to·.,i,~prison 
. ·-. ' ' .. :· ' .. ' - ..• ' ' . .. ' . - ' . -.... (73) 
a mn .for ·three months at a time without a~y rigbt. of . appeal 

' ' . -- ' . 

ani was intended -origtnallJ •to deal ewif~l:y fli"th(,ii'lcipi~nt 

troubles i~_Nativ·e a~eas, ••• ~<74 > . B~ab~~~ IJlaintained 'tba~ 
. '· .j ,') 

Section ··l-struc~ .~t- tbe root -of ~ndiVidual liberty~(75). and 
. ' . ' . . ' ., 

•as supported 'l»y Tamplin,- Br_own, Garrett, ~nnes' and n.J. 
' ~. ' ' : . ;. . . . . . . . . ; .•. - ' ~: . ' 

FUll~. fhe proviso ~~as def_ende4 ~b. debate by the. Pf_o• .. 
:: ' .. ..; ' \ . .. . " . 

gressl:ves .Frost am zj~etsman, while Rhodes desired to see 

:S~c~ion ,1 .~pplied only t·o, native cbiefs•(?6) 

In the d.ivision. :which 'foll011edt the motion to repeal 
' • i .. ~ ~ • 

the proviso w~s negatives by 48 votes to 20. Of the ~o­

gressives; Crosbie; Faure, :rincbam, lz'ost1 ;Haarboft:, .D.~rris, 
\ ·'c ·~ ·. ' "i- ,, - /o , ' .... • ' J 

Hill; Lattrenee, tee, OliVier, Rhodes* Samp~on:t .Siv~rigbt.,. 

s~&d . , ~eil and ~iet$~~ t~ motio~ while ,Jiraba~t, 
Brown, T.E.Fuller, A.J.Fuller1 Hockly, Ia.ing., ·()a-:t;s, Scberm• 

. . . . . ' ~· . . : . 

bntcker, C.P. Smuts; .Sprigg.; St•:Leger; famplin,, Walton, 

War~~• .wood and WJ'IIIle~it.(T1) ~e }'l'o;esstve' :Party .. • 

had spli't on this issue. 

Jutlgi.Dg. by the. divergencies trithi:n t'he .Progressive 

Party on the questions of fiscal policy and the Pondo1and 

Ie.ws Act, it can be seen that in 1898 party solida:ri ty bad 

,only be&n achieved on the consti-tutional issue of redistrl,.. 
' . I 

bution; ·The rigidities o:f p1 rtN discipline were .as .yet not 
. . . 

accepted by Progressive members ·Of Parliament. .Tbis ia in 

no Y~ay-~surpri,sing 1'iben it is .realised that the .Pr~gress~ves 
_ ~(~7,~)~C~a-p-e~Ha~ns--ar-d~.~l~8~97~~--p-.-4~4~0-~--~~-------~-------­

(74) Walker, W .• P.~S. 9 P• '98. · 
(75) Cape Hansard, ··1898, p. 42 ~ 
(76) Ibid. t p. 49 • 

. (77) Ibid., p •. 112. , 
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bad only just embarked on. t!1e course \'ibicb .would lead to 
·., . ,\ 

the establishment ef a ol~arly•de:fined pol~.~ical party in 
' . ' ' . . 

~he House, with its member~ pledge~ to sup;r;>ort a distinctive 

political pr~gra.mme. 
' . ~ ~ ' ... 

;.. , ... 
,; 

'· 
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Conclusion 

The political. movement which culminated in the forma­

tion of the Progressive Party in 1898 dated from 1884, for 

the isolated attempts made during the •eighties by English­

speaking colonists to organise themselves politically, were 

the necessary preludes to the movement which gained momentum 

during tbe following decade. There was clearly a need for 

a political movement "on the other side" after the Afrikaner 

Bond becam~establjshed and in these circumstances it 

followed that the new movement would assume an anti-Bond 

character. And so we find the first efforts to counter-act 

the influence of the Afrikaner Party in Parliament mani­

fested in the aims and objects adopted by the sponsors of 

the Empire League,Political Union and Frontier Party. 

After 1890 opposition to the growing power of the 

Bond was giving an added impetus when retrograde measures 

such as the Scab Law Amendment Act, the Franchise Act, the 

Constitutional Amendment Act and the labour tax and fran­

chise provisions of the Glen Grey Act were put on the 

Statute-book. And once the anti-Bond electors accepted the 

fact that only by organising themselves politically, could 

further retrogressive measures be counter-acted, the stage 

was set for the formation of a new political party. 

Various factors served to retard the development 

of this anti-Bond party. Initially, the Bond was consoli­

dating its position and unable to make extravagant legis­

lative demands. Hofmeyr's policy of sweet reasonableness, 

coupled with the fact that the Upington, Sprigg and Rhodes 

administrations received support in the House from the 

Afrikaner Party, tended to minimise the need for any anti­

Bond party. 
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Then too the anti-.&nld movement was impeded by tne .. 
:fact that the' politically conscious c,oloni.st's were by .and 

large Ea.stern l?r(;)vince "farmers. t.Chey ·were essentially 

io:rai ·~o tbe Upington am Sprigg administfations in the 

I • ' ' • eigbiies ·and ·transferred'. this l~~lty ,to BhOdes from 1890. 

·A-nd i't lias because. ef theiz.: approval ~f Rhodes'' pol,icy ot, 

' ' ! j, 

., . 

' ~ ' . . r, 

.. 

I •. : 

.,.;.,. 

.. ' . 

imperial ·expan8ion· into the interi~l:', ·tbat ·the .Farmers • 

~rty was reluc.tant to '.form a political party which would 

be dtame~rical.lJ opposed. to the 13ond . ...; .. Rhodes., source ot. 

·political' power~. Fu.rtb.ermor.e, the Eastern Province farmers . 
' 1 ~ 

· were in favou.r of the· Bond pelicy o.f PrQtectiont only 

· di.f1:ering · ·e.n the question ·of an exei,se duty on Oolonial 

· ·· · brandf• 
;• I I 

~·r'fbe prevalence of the parish pump influence in 
.. 

·Colonial politics was yet another hindrance to the develop• . . . 

ment of a pol'itioal ·party on. the other side. In· 1884 the 
• c • ' 

· iue-enstowu .Free .Press declared that the .countr.:. 'Was "under 

the' aa.m:tnistration ot :aepu'\ations. peti tiona, .. Chambers of 

. Commerce, and farmers' meeting;" • (l) In ·1B9l the pape ·~imes 
; . ~ 

1ndfoate'd ·tnat &ingwilliamstowny Grabamstown, Port Elizabeth 
. . . . 

and Eas-t. London bad sent members to Parliament who were 

pledged to prow;te ioc~l i~terests.,<2 > so that it becomes 

· palpael; C#lar bow p:re-occupi·ed constituents wo~e ·with local 

.needs. . And it •as this deep.-rooted spirit of localism; . 

linked wi ~b the reluctance to upset the ,status .9.\l...!• which 

prevented the formation of an effective PQlitica~ party 

in ~sg;·. 

~- Had the members fQr Eastern .Province consti tueneies 
. . 

and the elector$ tbey represented been prepared to abandon 



their pretll!occupa~ion tii th· lO_ea 1 needs . ~nd r.e-fu~ed ~o. give 

'independent· :support· to the Bond-dominated Rbod~e.s :~U.nistry, 
. ; . ' '• :· .. \;, . . 

tney stood to gain the suppert. of In~~s. 'lbis 'Would have 
: • : ' ; • i • • ~ • ' ~ • • • . • . . • • 

·effec:ted a union .of East and Wesi; anc1 laid the found?..tio.n. of 
: ·~· 

.~ .na,ional political party-1. capable of presentin,g a. dete~~ 
' . ·~ . . ' . . . ~ . . . . . . ' ,., - ' "\ . . . . 

mined front to ar&ti•Bond .forces·. ~ut thi:s ·was not done.' and 

during 1895 Innes. 't-urnea ·to· the newly~fQrmed:. Sou:th Afri,can 

·.Political Association to previae him 11ith tbe nucleus ~o~ a 
" .... . ' ' . . . . . 

polit).ca.l part.r lthien 11ould strive to introduce Pure party 

g6verrune·nt in Colonial poltti<Cs • . " ' _ _..,..,, 

'rbis step proved ·to be .o:f prima:rv importance .in tbe 
• . , ,. ' I f ' , ; .... ' 

.future -developme"nt o.f the Progresstve P.a;rty, fo-r i-t gave rise 

to ·the growth of two -disti.nc't gr&~ps within the l?rogreeaS.ve 

11:u.•\JJ .a Liberal or Moderate group intent on. developi~ party 

government· on non-racial lines~ and pl$dg-ed t"o introduce free­

trade• .and .all Extreme group, content a:t £ir,st to retain the . .. 

system of groups and .. coalitions and determined to perpetuate 

the economic a.octril1e of prot-ection •. ~his Bxtreme or Pro.-

.gi'&esive .group which fornled the nucleus of the .~ogress.ive 
< ~ l - ~ ' • • 

Party after the ltaidt eventually adoptetl the aoct.rine of party 
... ' 

gnverrune.r-.t. 'but c~cmtinued ·t.o remain di.stinct from the Liberal . .. ' . .··. 

o.r Moderate gro·up because of :its adherence to pro~eetion ., 
ll;..e.. dev& lo f fY1 enf of' o._ · .. · · · ~ 

a·m,. <listinctly rac.ial c.haracter. . . . . '. 

Br 1895, however., i'1i bad t:e cQme .apparEmt ~bat the 
' . 

· ·disaffected.· ,colonists a_~ceptetl the .fact that cor~ora-te action 

was ttecessary t,o stay .~be ,continuation o£ ·mischievous legis­

lation. !Cbe powerful C:lentral farmers·• Association bad 

·decided ''to set' ~'tself 'up as a political party and aco.epted 

tbe p~iDCiplo of party gnernment. :fhe s'tage was set f-or 

corpora-te poltt·i~al ac·tion. by ·those. Co"ns-ti 'tue:nts who had 

hitherto :beeD reluc'tant to e» mbine in order to achieve their 

obj.ects. .All that was required 1D· attract other anti-Bond 
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, eo.~o:.ni:s\s ,to the Farmers' .P~rty vas some major i~sue to 

,,. , accelerate the movement and· cry.st~llise party divisions. 
, , · , , , I , .• , ' , , ·,. , .. J ) • :, t J •j 

:foo Jameso;rt .~:f.d p,rovi~ded ~b,.s stimulus. · ... _ . 
. ; . .. ' . .. . '. . 

'· {• ·!he, .Farnters1 :Part.r :in a :differe~t. guise was able ~ 
'" • I 

appeal to hO·tt:r·urban and' r,ural ~lector:s fQ7l sqpport j.n, ();rder 
• ' • ·,. • • • • • 1 ·' . . 

. /to; main-tain tsritisb sup~em:acy in ·south ,_,.friea and champion 
. . . . -,.• ' . ..~ . . ' ' :. . . . ' . ' . . . . . ' . . ·. . . 

1;be Ui'tlander cause. !rhe ma30-ri-.Y . t4 anti•l.Jond col:onis1'ts 
' ,·· ' . '' '. . . . 

, · . ·embraced t:.be South African. J.;eague and its ·out growth- .. the · 
~ J •• 

Progressive }Jarty •. ~be 1 :movement. '~a~ t~ber ·CO~solida·ted 

, · . :ebea th.e importaat co~s·tttuti·onal 1ss':'e :- retli~trtbution • 

~as ~<iop.\ed as .. a .major Piank :in ·tne ~I'ty's pOlitical pro-
. . . ,, . ' 

\,' I 

. . 

~mme. lJ!be poltti~al pow·e~ of the A.frilaflner~ Bond could 

perhaps_ b.e .effeetiv.elr. ··C~allf:mged tf t'tu~ ~a.pia~growi'llg ·to11ns 

received something like fair _·repre~lelltatio:n a.a against 1be 

. :Bond :rural cons·tituencies. 

Doth 1~ J?ar:liament and in tile .country the .. anti .. 

Bond forces were ,t~us prepared to diVide ··on clear-o,ut 
' ' • , ' I • 

. political .lines •. Part,J organisation dur~ng the 1898 general 

election 11as re.sponsible for tbe def'eat JJ'f all but twG inde-

. pend.ent ca·ndidaies.; a clear indicat:io.n that pure pa r:ty gm ern­

ment could henc~forth be de-~eloped and tbe unhealthy drift 

-towards a system of group.s and coali:tions stayed • At the rend 

of the uinet·eenth centu~e tbe. Cape Coloey -was etrtering upo·n 

the era of 'tYio party g.ovel~mnent. thirty Y'e~rs a-fte.r its 
. ' . . . . 

i.ntroduc-ti:~~ 'in B:titain. ~be disappearance of .Intles·1 1!bird 
.-~ .. -""-<": "· . .. : '; 

-· ~~ . . . . . 
· Party fl'om · tbe POl:i tica.l se_~1te bore testimony ·to tbe fact. 

But tbe principle of pur .e party gover.nment lia:s not 

t'irmly ~siablisbed ill Cape po;J:i'tics immed:iat:e~r af'ter the 

general ele~tio~ ··~ 1898. This the divisions during tbe 

. _ parliamentary sess~on clearly demonstra-ted. .lndeed it ;seemed 

'Unlike1J :tbat the :ti,gidities of .part, discipline would. be 
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establish~(! tmtil both Rllode.s sud Innes eeaaea to be :members 

··.of t:ile· Le~lshtive Asse'l'nblt. Attoer t·he General.Elect:ton, 

. · · .Rbod~.~ .ooull st~li rel;r on a iBoncisman ·litt&)>.c. dE) vu~al -io 

sap:port 'bis d~matld' fo~ redi~tributi:on, S:nd bes bad' 
•' ' . 

· i' • :~uPpb~t.ers to:r· li:ts ·fiscal :r·efo~m polic,y .among the· Progress:i'ves. 

, ·:. :· ,. ~ cibil~ ~b&s~·-·.tffcS.:politt~it;ns ·r.em~inetl in ~~liament, ·the:. 
0' '. • I ' 

',. 
', 

' .. 
. ! 

. . ~. 

.. ·.· 

,. '.' 

~. . . . . 

. , !gress.ive J?arty .only t~mei~ed· as a 4iscip1ined bGdf in ~he 
. ' ' ~ ... . . ' ' .._ ~ 

· · l!o~s~ · ~tt·~~· btn~s ~ ~o~e~tance of· tbe ~hi~f justiceship ~o-r · 
" th~· ~rari$vaal ·and Bhod~s·• death. (:5}. •fhese. ~o .ev(t~ts took 

. '' . 

·Reference must now be made to th.e leaaership e£ ttJe 
.. ,• •,. ' .. 

··Progre-ssive .Party arid tte etfec't this baf on the cbarac"ter 

. Of the liOVemen't'• liines liaS regard-ed ·tl"S the obViOUS leader 

o.:f ·t:he :Party a·s tar back as 189~ and. bai he been .Pl"epar~ 

tc aeeept-'the PQsf.'tiun ·then and 'Undertaken tbe task of 
" 

mouldiDg Progre.ssive .forces, he :oould · tiave influenced the 

tutu:re· ievelepm~tit of tbe Partw mark~tllJ·• 'When t.be Raid 

OOCllZTed ·be might haVe 'been firrnl1 established as leader :O.f 

· the &lrt.i· and, in· that posi tiGn, able to ,preverrt the Party 

· ··from .adopting a distinetlg· r,acial eharacte~. :But Innes ·ta,s 

fundamentally unsui·ted.· to play tbe.r&l~ ·of a torce·ful poli-

. tician·; .his ·essentially judl.·Ci'al approach to questions wa:s a 

· handicap and., .holding the trf.~ liberal and progressive vieVIs ' 

be Ciid, he ·was unable to compromise in politic.s. 

Agnes Merriman in 1897 wrote,, "It is a 1000 p:ttie·s 
. ' 

Mr .Innes did *'ot go on to the 'llenoh as ·,a. Judge{f, be .is no 

earthl:Y ~ood as a po~ftician". (4). No doubt .Innes 'Was ·more 
... 

suited to be a· judg.e·, but bow much gJ,"eater could his influence 

Jtave bee.n on:Colonial .and ·south Afri.can politics had he been 

··· . (3) .Rostf Innes .•. op. O].t •. , P•''f'f 
(4) .Agnes r.!err1man to Charlotte Barry, ·6 May 1897. (M.F .• ). 

-- - - ,_ 



-, 

' .. 

- 224 -

'·. 

lut-l~tne·s 'aas: out •o.'f tune with ·t'be 'times •. the Raid 
'- .... ; -. .·. •' •'' . 

..... 

! had\ ·evoked iD1i01E'{ra.nce' ana bitterness; a:,dema:iitL tor., political 
. - . 

leaf)ership which ~ould give_ ·&x:prGssio~_ ·to_po:p':flar.~ee~ng. 

"·lnnes~'Was·:cl~a:rlg'unsuiteii ·to lead ·tt.te'Pa.rty w.hich.\\'tas 
'. . ' . ,I. . . . . ·' 

.. ·, · · .. ·,avowedly aati•!ond · and ~nti~!r-uger • Rhodes;. tient: ,..on ,e'fi' ecting 

· · bis . cl:oeer mtion :a a heme ·'Vii. tbin the next_: fi:v;e·. yea.~-~-'· Viet~ 

· · ~ttler~fo.re .. left to l:ead -the Progressive Party. ~b~ differences 

in ·political outlook 'be1;ween Rhodes a:rid .Innes is perhaps 

'best illustrated by the follc.ov.in.g quot!\t1on:: rtAll men 11ith• · 

out «tstineti:On.·are a·.llured .by .immediate adw'ntages.;. great 

minds alone. are excit-ed by distan~t :gOo'a·n_ ·• (S ). 

:Rht.Hies~ became the leader !Of the l'I'ogressive· Party 

:and intended ·to use t't to· further. ·his ·scheme· Of closer union. 

While: Rho.des pro.tessed. merely 'to be·. impleme~ing the desires. 

· 'Of all sou't.b Afri:ca,~s ·"'·;£~; a uni'ted ~tion ~alld .condemned t~ 
. • . - I - ' . 

. ·: . · . racial cleavage· in the- coo.ntry. he nev~rtheless had been 

responsi.ble ·:fo-r tbe .racial split. · Wbat is mo:.re in fos·tfJ!'ed 

··· · 'tbis t.m'bealthy e:tmospb&:re ;by placing hiinse.lf a~ the head. of 

ttle Progressive Party i'f#lti.c·h 'iiaB avowedlY ilnti~Kruger and anti"!" 

.lend.· .Be- bad. i'\ in bis 1Jt)>wer 'tO p:r~ent a :fdli(:ming of the 

,gap betwtl·en. Afrikaner and J?r;ogressive Parties, but because 

· the conquest of the 1J!.ransvaa:l meant mo-re tJ· him than. the 

JJeltare of the Cape -Colon_yt he rx.1gle~ted ·to modify hts de• 

mands. The ~rd"Our 1ti'tb ?Jllict he pursued bis scheme of \closer 

Wlion by constitutlona·l means; demonstrated quite clearly 

·that he wtt·s :motiy-atod osseniially by "immediate advantagesff • 

(S) Sebillet-1 ,ijistory of the !!!bi.rty Years• Vla:r~ p. 42 

:(quoted by Iwan-J!tlUller., ep .•. ci't,. p.3;£~) 
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The fac:t that Rhod-es 'WI£n1 able to, assume the leader­

stl!;p of the P.rogz:essive Party,. while stiU adhering to the . - . . . . ' . 

l3:Gnd pr:tneiple o~ PrDteetiou" allows U$ to .speculate ~n 

':the truly ~ogz:e~sive. and,. liberal character o.f .the. new party • 
.. . • • . !: ( . . •• ': 

lt \l·oulil . appear ·tnat the . Barty vaa.s only ;progressi.ve ina!!m~cb 
• • • ~ ' .. ·. 'I 

as it desiretl ·~o introduce·. a ;General. Compulsory .scab Act, . $ 

rcomP'lsof.J syst~ .o:tf ~ucation !f.or Eurt.>rean·. children a.nd 
' ... ' r. ' . '"' .• •· 

.a.redisiiribu:t;,.on •·f seats. On the. question.·of Protection 
• • ' . ' ' . :• ; '.' • . ., I ~ 

the Progr&ssivea mere ·only prepared to oo:ncede a slight 

lt·DdlliQt:i.on ·on tt~.:d.u\ies on tootletllff~., •bile on a fundamen-. . ' ' ~ . . . ~ : . . 
' 

. ~21ly :liber~ lis~u,e, ~ncb a.~ the free4;·om from arbitr~rr 

$.rrest, h~lf tt1e J>regreeaives tleld d.toi4edly ttetrogressive 
. ' . 

v.tel's• · It would seem tttat YJitb the formti,on ·of 1ibe -. . . ' . . . . . . ' 

. . . ,JiSrll 
A:frilc!ll'!er and Progressive. parties., t'be. spir.it of litera~ 

1Wtts sloYVly .d:!J.sapp~~r.ing :f~om .colonial p.olitics. 

Jr5.fl,all.Y aa .analogy betw.een the ~owth of. ~be 

.A:·fltikaner .and .}Tegroessive parties suggests .i::tseif. 

Hofineyr•s :Boeren .~escher.mings V'erenig~~ngen sen.ed to !'awaken 
' - . :. . ' . .. ·'· ,' 

poli'tical ;feelt·ng among the A.~rikaners in tl~e Colony; the 
1:; l. 

·.Farmers• A:s$C~i~t.1ons. -pla,yed. a similal' rtJ:le in arous . .ing 

Englis'b•spea~ng co.lo.n~.sts. !rhe fransvaal War of 1?77-1881 

gave an :impetus · to the. Rev. S • .J. du ~it'.s Af'rikaader Bond; 

. . tile .,Jame.son laid sf' 1896 provided tbe farmers • Party. v.i tb 

the rallJillg cries ,so nooessar:l to consolidate) the English-
, ' ,.,. ' 

.speakitig. electorate. lthodes w13,s to use bo'th. the .Afrikaner 

a.nd Progressive Par'ties in an attempt to achieve hj,s goal. 
~... ! ;.. 

/ 



· APPENDIX . A. 

Draft Programme of the South ·African 
·Confederation .linton.. . . 

n!he Conf'ederat·ion Union adopts as its principles ;(wi~h such 
modifications and additions as may .in t:he course ·of ·dis­
cussion· appear advi·sable):• 
1 •. A Confederation of the. various States., viz.: the Cape 

·Colony .in different ,proVinces., the Transvaal' the Free 
. State,, and Natal. 

2~ Local sell-government.~ 
3.. A unitortn system of native administration. " ..... 
Jt• A central Senate,, :in 1r1h1ch each of' the .Stat·e.s shall 'be 

' represe.ntea, the Senate to sit at the ·Capital of th~ 
Union, which mast be chosen for gener:al ·convenience~ 

·5.• .Entire 1ndepe~dence ·of aetionj within the 11mi~s of the 
Union, to be .granted by the EnglJ.sh Government~ 

6 • England to r·etain control over all ,parts .tor lmperial 
· ~ p·.-.""'poses.· '" Uol>,.. .• 

·- JSast .. London SispatclJ.t ll August., l883,~ 

APPENDIX . »• 
~glara.tt.on.ot Prine&ples ot the .Empire . League. 

u.1~. 'The fundamental obje.ct. of tb1:s League is to maintain 
unimpaired the connection tihich nov1 :subsists between this 
Colony and the Br.it1sh Empir~. 

2~ With this end in v.le111 i·t .is proposed to establish a 
central organisation at the seat of Government,. with 
Branches throUghout the Colony.~ 

3~ The Le.ague td;ll wholly ·abstain .. f.rom intermeddling with 
~he aff.airs of neigl'lbouring States and . v1ill not. ~eek; 
t. her. ef'ore 1 to establish any. Branch .outside. the. limit. s and 
3ur1sdict1on of the ·Cape Colony and its d·e;pendencies. 

1+~ In no t.zay tilill the Le.ague .inte.rfere with party polities 
.w1tb1n the Colonr, .. it,s one paramount object being to. pr:event, 
by every means within .1 ts · powe.r, . a calamity so d1:sastrous 
as the severance of' those ties wbieh noli bind. ·this Colony 
to an. Emp.ire as powerful. and as free as any· whieh the ·-v1orld 
has ·ever seen~ 
S~ With no effectual. means ·of our otm ·to expel foreign 

· agg:ces5irul.(sic) 1~lth a. population consisting of many dive_rse 
-:elements .not yet suffi;ciently blended tog.ether .,. the . founders 
of this League are animated by the profound convi-ction that 
.the .liberties of this Colony, not less than its :material 
welfare, entirel,y ·depend upon its remaining an .integral 
portion oi' the Br1t1.sh Empi're;~ 
6·~ It' is a tact admitting of no dispute that the Colony is 
at the present moment. suffering; and has SUffered ror .some . 
time .past, from a beli.ef'< wh1eh prevails .in England that its 
lnhabi tants are 'Wanting 1n attachment to their pr.l v1leges as 
subjects of Her Maj.esty the Queen. .Mainly in ·consequence of 
thls.belief,: the value ·.of public securities has diminished, 
and '1s d1min1~h1ng s~ill, and commer.c:lal eontiden.ce has been 
to a great exte~t withdra'frm. 'It Tt11ll be the ·endeavour of' the 
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Empire Leagne to ci;)rreet the err.oneous .idea that the spirit 
of l(Jyal:ty has. t1aned.1b this .portion of Her Ma.jesty•s 

. dominions to such. an exte:nt ~s to just1ty the .suspicions 
'tifhioh. :nave 'bee.n aroused. · · · · 
7,.· .In :rurthe~.arice. of the. object tdth 1<1hieh this .teagne ·is 
establishe(l, it .. :Is not .sought .. 1n any ~t.4a"fl. to .. l.im!t the 
.rights ·of .Self~over:unent vihich this ·Colony at :present 
.en . .tosrsi bu.· .. ~: I'athf)r: __ to :.see~e.· •· f()if :lt entire ·rreed. ~m 1n the 
eontro:t ot purelY. domestic affairs:, with. some vo1ee, .at. 
no d.istant ·c'la.te1 · ·ln. the<:<;ouneil'.s of the Empir:e. 

8r. With' this end m view, the League will ·be· affiliated to 
the Feder.ation :te~'lel•· now: being .. f.ormed in .England with the 
grand. object ot ·educating publl¢ :opinio.n up to the> . 
oonVictionthat the time has. a.rti'ved tor the creation.of 
$-Federal .Parlia:m.!ant .or .som,e alternative maehinej."y,, which 
wi11. :su.perseae .the .!tinper.reet arrangeme.nts n,ow exi.sting for 
keeptng· Great Britain antl ber .dependencies together.,. 

:9.~ Membe-rship, of the League 1-lil.l be .open to a.'Il C-olonists 
Withou.t ~distinction .o.r national ·Or.igin or eolour·, the only 
pledge exacted be.1ng a. declaration. of re~~tness .t<l . .a.id in .. 
the promot1,on of the .ob3eets which are set forth bere1n. 

10. The League 1>1ill ·endeavour to attain .its objects. 'by the 
. propagati·on of. :sound vie"t>1,s through :the .Press and every 
other Agency t'lhieh may be available f:or the purpose• by 
securittg a proper :repre:sentation ·.of. Colon3.a~ viev.1s ln 
England; and by .opposing the ~~eqtion to ;parl:1amen~ or 
otha:r· ,publl,-c offica· of ,a.ny candidate. who may be ·nnab~e to 

'!g1ve .sa.tistaetory assur.t;tncElS of. bis since~:e .loyalty. to the 
~hl'one .. and. the· ~perial: connection. n · · 

. ,. 

.. ~- •"Rose Innes· .Papers. No. 113 • 

.. .. ' 

· APPENDIX . C,. 

Enraet · .from :the · 
. . . . .. . Const:t·tntion~ of. :the gol~~~e§l 'Inion •. 

"Obj.ee·t .of the ·A:sstu::iatiic!Jn,..; · ·· 
.1,. '~lle .object ··of tbis· Assoe1ation· .. ts detixieii ·· to he to 
;proteet .. and . promote the .,p. ol:tttcalf -,~gricul:tural ; an(] eonmier"!" 
·<:1al. r:tnterests or the .Easte~n, .Midland ·and Northern. 
districts .of the. Colony. . . .. . . . 
" ., . ' ' 

Format.ion of: the· A.s.sociatton .• -
2• 'The· Assoe.iati<ln ·sha.J.l.be ·composed .or .local b:ranches . 
{consisting ·Of not less than ·ten members each)'1 · to be .. i'·ormed 
upon authority obt-ained r:rom· the Councu,. thrcri.lghoUt ·the 
above·nam~d districts.· · 

·QUalification ··of Members • .. 
3• :The membership or thts Association shall co.nsis.t or: . 
r·esiaents .. in the above districts, 'f.'iho shall.have paid to·.1ts 
fut).ds·.such annual. .subscription as :may be de.f.ined. by.· the. . . 
,part~cular branch l'71th :vrbtch they. are eonnec·ted; ·. and have 
signified their .adherence to the Constitution :ol the . 
A:ssocia.tion. · 

(1il 



· '$.. ,Branch Anntia:l .Meet~ngs. . . ~ . . . 

' .. 
;,; . 

·6,.:, . Duties: of' :E~cutive · CQmmlttees:. · · · .. · .. : . .· ... ~ : • : .· . 
'"~he· dut:ies ·or :the ·E.xe·cuti v~ ~onnnittees shal.l -be· ·U.J to · · 
attend • to. the _r;eg.istration of· electo.rs in. _their -resp~c~ive 
.constitueno"1es:;· (2)' .. to .:secure the.>r~turn :O:r .suitable .. ; 
r.epresent,9:tives "to .Parliament:;: :l3), ·t:o .. further·:· :the p~jects 
of.· the Assoe:tat~on_ as ab:ove. defined., bavillg .~egara also to 
the interests of. their O't:iffi: ·districts.'" · .. 

I '• ,: iL ·.· 

'1~ ··; Branch ·~ye-law·s~ 

,g. · _.··The· ·General.· Congress~ . · 

9~ Co1lnc11· ot the: Asso·ciation. . ... 
:".fhe ·Congress at its annual ·meeting shall ;elect .a; Council , 
consisting ._<>f President,_ Vic!'e•Pres1dent1 Treasurer 'it .. and four 
members.,. t>l.ho .shall conduct the gene~ral business·.of the 
.A.ssoe1a tiQtlt and sha.ll hol6 o.tf1~e till tne· next :annual . 
mee.ting · of -Congre.ss •'* . : · 
10.•. C-ontribnti·on to. the •General FUnd. ·" 

~ ja§j;ern Stg.,, 16 Ju:ri.e:, · 1886 • 

.A'~PENDIX D • 

Extr.a.ct .f:N>m the . -· 
ppn§j;1J;:ution .of ·~he. Sou:th .African· League, .1697. 

fl4·&J~tu~ . . . _ . 
Its ob,3acts shall . b.e ·• to ·_promote good · government td;th1n 

artd amicable re:lations' ·betl-Ieen· the var.1ous States ana 
··~CojJonies. in. $ou~h.Afr1c:a, :on· the lines of 'thEr general. :pr.imary 
p~ineiples hereinafte:r de_taileil • . .· . 

. '~· . 

pr~y ~1nc.i,ple ·(a)·. . .. 
. ~his . League affirms most· strongl:y its unal.te:rable resolve 

to· support the existing ·supremacy of Gr:eat .Br.1ta1n in South 
Africa,. anti: binds itself' to o])pose .any· attempts that may be 
ma_de to veaken or destroy ·the supre.macy,. . . •· . 

Primary Principle Oi}. . . . 
.This. ·teague holds ·it to be an e·ssent1al principle ot good 

government that all lu.ha.b1tants of any State or Colony, 
uneonvicted of cr1me1. shall be regarded as having an .inherent 
right to equal ,polit:il.cal. and 'civil pr.ivUeges; withot1t regard 
to race:, .birthplace:, or re.lig.:tous belief' 1. S"abjeet .on].y to· 
such conditions of education .. , •r ownership or· occupation. of· 
}lrQperty., as .may be .impose~ . {sic,l by the laws of the State or . 
Colollf :in which they ma1 reside. Provided alwa,y.s ·that this 
shall. not be. held to tnilitate against 'the right of any- State 
·or Colony to restr.ict the Fra.nchi.se in the case of Immigrants 
to those who .are native.s of countries possessin,g Parliament-ary 
Institutions. n •• , ....... 

(iii) 



·APPE@IX D CCon.tinued). 

Provincial Constitutions •. 
South Af'ricJW League {Cape Colony;), 

111. Primary Principles •. 
a •. The League affirms most strongly its unalterable loyalty 
to the British 'Crovm, and binds itself to resist to the 
utmost a.ny attempt that may be made to weaken· the con.nection 
bet\'men this Colony and the Mother Land. 

b., .Every elector should regard 1t as a duty to put aside 
the personality of' 1nd1v1dual- politicians,. and give his 
vote ~only to such candidates .for Parliamentary honours as 
·may be in accord tdth his own polltieal principles •. 

c. The l&istry of the Colony should be composed of men l'Jho 
are in agreement With one another on all broad legislative 
questions-., 

d. It 1s a t!d.schievous principle for any body of politicians 
to dictate the legislative policy of the Colony, without 
as .. sum!~ . . 1. in the persons of 1ts. leaders, the responsibility 
of carrYJ.ng that p,olicy into ef'!ect •. 

e., That the members of the League exercise a healthy 
influence at all election (sic) tor members of Parliament 
in favour of such candidates who are in accord with the 
principles of the Leaguet and selected by the League, and 
not to o,ppose a League candidate •. n •.•••• , 

.. South African League Book 
of Constitutions,. 189?·· 

(iv) 
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Readlamt C.,. The Milp.er Papers, le89jZ.-1899.• (1931) 
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