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A Progressive Party,fi:st;appealeﬂ tavthe:Cape
electorate for sﬁpport on the basis of a political pragramme
in the general electien of 189%, and the circumstances wh;ch
? led to this step being taken on the surface appear to have
| been the formation of the first Rhodes Ministry in 1890.

That Rhodes! assﬁmptien of office merely accelerated a
movement which could be discerned as far back as 1883, becomes
clear when the origin and development of the apparently |
isolated and inconsequential attempts by Englishpspeaking-
cﬂlonists5at‘pn1itieal organisation are examined; these
sporadie;aftempts in fact,praﬁide the background to the
movement which culminated im the formation of the Progressive
Porty 4n 1898,
 In order fully to~appree1atezfhe;@bstacles vhich

b@hfronted those English-speaking colonists who felt the need

,fbr political organisation in the last two decades of the
}‘ nineteenth century, it is necessary to realise: what politieal
é- graups.eiisteﬁ in Parliamentfin'1883,*WBat political organi- '
 sati@ns‘were aéti?@ in the country prior to the formation‘of‘

the Bondy and the nature of the Afrikaner Bond's principles

and objects, for in the final instance the Progressive Party's

prbgrammevwas.tc be determined by the aims adopted by the
older Afrikaner Bond party.

In 1883 the Legislative Assembly contained no clearly
| defined political parties as we understand them today. TNo
organised groups of politiclans had contended‘with each other
for the power and spoils of office, proclaiming rival policies
anﬁjpfagrémmes,so that the existence of two political groups
in the House - the Ministerislists and the Oppositionists - at
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first appears capricious. When, however, Jt %s realised

'that Responsable Government which had been conferred on the
Gape colony in November 1872, implied 'the existence of a
ResPdnsible Ministry and Opposition, the existence of the two
parliamentary groups in fact ceases to'be-perplexing. After 1872
"thé Ministerialists ahd Oppoéitionists gradually. emerged from
the amérphous body 6f members which Molteno, by his choice of
colleagues, had deprived of the 0ld party divisions.(l)
'Ficm‘thé'press we learn, however, that in 1883 "neither the

" rank and file of the 'ins' nor the 'outé' have bound themselves
’to a ieadef with any loyalty, while the leaders have never

| known how long it would be before they had to stand and witness

a 'bolt'" (2)
This lack of loyalty stemmed from the absence of party

érganisation outside Parliament. 48 late as 1888 Innes recounts
that "Parliampntary candidaturé,.....,.., was not hampered by
- party machineryj;..... An aspiring candidate had no party

nonination to secure, he threw his hat into the ring, formed a

committee, secured a secretary, and opened his campaign,"(B)

It is not surprising therefore that in 1883 the two main groups
" 4dn Parliament were in a constant state of flux, as members were
unhampered by party V1g11ance in the exercise of gxg’vote51n
the House. -In these circumstances it seems likely too that
members were moved to oppose or support a measure after guaging
the effect such legislation would have on their own particuiar
constituenciea, for the electorate in each constituency was the
ultimate arbiter of a candidate's fate. Against this background
it is therefore not surprising that the strength and membership
 of the Ministerialists and Oppositionists‘varied.from day to day

according to the nature of the legislation which was tabled

(1) J.H.Hofmeyr, The life of Jan Hendrik Hofmeyr, p.122
(2) Cape Mercury, 17 November 1883.
(3) James Rose Innes,_Autobiography, p.77




in the House.; |
How dld thls compare w1th party development 1n
‘Bfltaln? Dlstlnct pol1t1cal partles had first begun to emerge
after the Reform Act of 1832 was pasned,(4)although the 11nes of
, "Tory gggggg Whig-Radacal were 80 loosely drawn durlng that
'decade that Members could stray from the one fold to the other
and back agaln w1th impun:ty, unpursued (though not always
unremarked)qby their parllamentary leaders "(3) |
Durlng Peel's admlnistratlon - 1841—46 - the modern

Cbhservatlve Party was born, an event which heralded the coming
of the two-party system 1n Brltlsh polntzcse This development
was bowever checked during the Premlershlp of Palmerston, but
resumed again in the period 1868 1885, (6) The Refornxkct
of 1867 had restored "the clear-cut two@artv syatem in the
country and in Parliament and ended the dangerous drift toward
a system gf-groupg?,‘7) Gladstone's new Liberal Party was
returned with a majority of 116 at the'general election of 1868,
ﬁhileypisraeli?s new Gph$ervatiye Party headed the pqlls‘in_1874
with a majority of 98, "both without counting the uncertain
and"figkle‘support ofﬂany,gfoup not definitely forming a wing
" of his own Party."(®) At a time therefore when the Cape
Ministry received unreliable support from individua;)members;
n"the classic era of the;twbaparty,systém" (9)_(1868~1885) was
drawing %0 a close, in Britain. |

- .Before the Afrikaner Bond was:established in May

1883, two avowed political organisations weré active in the

(4) ~J.A.Hawgood, Parliamentary affairs, Vol. V No.l, 1951. p.27
(5) 1Ivid. |

(6) 1Ibid., pp. 28 - 30.

(7) Ibid. p. 32.

(8) 1bid. p. 32,

(9) 1Ibid. p. 30.
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Colony, J.H.Hofmeyr's Boeren Beschermings Vereniging
(11)

and the
Rev. S.J. du Toit's Africander Bond. In addition to these
ofganiSations there existed-numérous Farmers' sssociations which,
“though not politicai in their_origin, had graduvally come %o
provide political forums for their members. (12) these Farmers:
Associations were in fact older than Hofmeyr and du Toit's
orgahisations, for they were estzblished by the British settlers
in the 1870'3.(13) To what extent these associations, which ,
flourished in the Fastern Province, fulfilled the need felt by
English-gpeaking farmérs for airing political viewpoints may be
judged from a perusal of the Agenda which was drawn up for the
Parmers’ Congress held at Fort Beaufort in June 1883.‘ The
vsubﬁects 40 be discussed included colonial native policy, the
forthcoming general eleétion, an agricultural department in thei
Government, squatting énd the revision of the: Native Location
Act, a compulsory Scab .ct, the excise duty and compulsory
education,(14) from which it may be concluded that some of fhe
problems which concerned the members of the Farmers®! Associations
were in essence political in so faf as they were affectéd by |

acts of Parliament.

- &

(10) Hofmeyr, op. cit., p.149.

(12) PFrom a report on the Farmers' Congress held in 1898, it
appears that Section 11 of the rules made political
discussion permissive. Thie provision was stated to have
been necessary at the time when the Farmers! associations
were first established, because no political organisations
existed in the Colony at the time.

- Cape Times, 22.2.98. :
Vide Hofmeyr op. cit., p.144

(13) Hofmeyr states that the first Farmers' Association was
formedt at Middelburg in October 1873%, p.l44.

(14 Cape Mercugx,'l June, 1883.
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The Farmers' Associations hud their counterpart in
the Boeren Beschermings Verenigingen which Hofmeyr had succeeded
in establishing after the First Sprigg Ministry imposed an
~ Excise of 2s. per gallon on Colonial brandy.(IS) The object
of the Boeren Beschermings Verenigingen was stated to be "to
watch over and protect the Farming Interests of this Colony",
and would be attained

"1stly. By promoting the election of Members of both
Houées of Parliament, who will generally oppose all measures
calculated to press unduly on the farming population, - who
will resist the imposition of all export duties or other one-
sided taxes on articles of Colonial produce or industry, - who
will avail themselves of every favourable opportunity for
repealing or rendering less oppressive the excise tax on
~colonial spirits - who, in all proposed legislation on the-
relations of Masters and Servants, will keep in view the
special wants of the farming population, and who will advocate
the judicious application of grants out of the public revenue
for the development of the agricultural and pastoralvreéources
of the country;

2ndly. By endeavouring to secure the registration as

Parliamentary voters of all men interesfed in the farming
pursuits of the Colony and to guard against all abuse of the
franchise. -

3rdly. By providing proper machinery for informing the
farmers of all measures proposed in Parliément,Aby which their

interests may be endangered."(16)

(15) Hofmeyr, op. cit., p.147.

(16) .rticle 11 of the Rules and Regulations of the Boeren
Beschermings Vereniging, Hofmeyr, op. cit., p.643%.
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From these articles it thus becores elear that Hofmeyr's
Assaciatien was first and fcremost intended to promote the
interests of the farming-communityﬁand, as no stipulation in
the constitution confined membership to Afrikaans-speaking
colonists, it is conceivable that the Farmers' Associations
and Boeren Beschermings Verenigingen drew their membership from
5@thﬁEufcpéaﬁrra§@s'iﬁwthé Colony. By 1881, although branches
éf‘théxEOéren*Béschéfmiﬂgs-Vérenigingxhaﬁ’beeh~started in the
Eastern districts; these vere not affiliated to the central
‘organisation with the result that the Boeren Beschermings

Véreniging "acquired a strongly Western colour®™, (17)

| Soon thnugh, it was to be overshadowed by a ynunger rival,

tha Africander Bond which S. J. du Toit and his brother had
spared no effort t@ establish.(la) This Bond, 1ike the Boeren
Beséhermings VEreniging, aimed’ at the promotion of the Tarming
p@pulatian'S»interestsiclgl“butldiffered'fram~the Vereniging -
iﬁftﬁatfit strfessed the racial character of the organisation.
fThe Africander Bond sﬁartsrfram‘ﬁhe‘prineiple that ve as
ﬁfriéanders have our own“generél as well aS‘sPeeial‘interestss"
its f&fétfprimeiplé'staié&,7“which each true Africander is
called upon to protect,”(20) Furthermore, only those -
_colonists whohad chosen Africa as their fatheriaid, would be
inéiﬁdea”in the'anéf§21) the'1mp1ica£ienkéficdurse‘beiﬂg that
.colanists who for instance regarded England, Hblland France
er Germany as their fatherland wéuld not qualify for members
ship, The chief politicalﬂohjectmof the Bond was "to provide,
that the various classes of the population are properly
.representéﬁ inq?hevarioﬁs 1egislatures,*accmfdihg to their
pﬁmérieal'siréﬁgth, éné hy’Subh4feprésentatiVes‘és are in
égreéﬁent'witﬁ'the,prinéiﬁlés:Of the Bond", 32)

(17) Hofmeyr 0P cit., Pe 201.

(138) Hbfmeyr op. cit.y p.197.

519) Article IT {2) and (5), op. cit., p. 196
20) Article I (l; 6p. cit. p.196,

. (21) Article I (3 s+ OPs Cit. 0196

{22) Article I1I (). op. cit., p.196,
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The politically conecious English-speaking farmers on the
- Frontier could have had no serious misgivings about the
formation of the Boeren Beschermings Verenigingen in 1878, for
its brinciples‘were such as they could readily have approved
of and supported. The formation of ihe Africander Bond on the
other hand couvld hardly have been viewed witﬁ equanimity,
stressing as it did the desire to promote Afrikener interests.
Y¥hen, therefore, in Warch 1882, §.J. du Toit issuved a pro-
gramme of principles before the first Congress of the Bond and
Vereniging representatives met ét Graaff-Reinet to discuss
amalgamafion, their fears were justifiedi This programme
stated "that the final aim of our national development must be
a United South ~frica under its own flag“(23) so that in
addition to having a decidedly racial character, the Bond
. goumi.be:charged with being distinctly disloyal to the
British Empire. It is not surprising, therefore, to find after
the Graaff-Reinet Congress that the Catheart Farmers! Associa-
tion had great difficulty in deciding whether ér ﬁot it should
attach itself o the Africander Bond which had made such rapid
strides in the Eastern Province.(24)

« Tn commenting onithe.problem confronting the Cathcart

farmers, the East Iondon Dispatch stated(zs) that "Whenever

English colonigts discuss the subject (affiliation to the Bond)
in meetings, they are in the same quandary. Very many of them
appreciate some of the aims of the Bond, as far as they can

understand them, ........  But then they find some of the views
developed at Bond meetings so radicaily opposed to enlightened

principles that they can have nothing to do with them;...."

(23) Ibide, p.208.

(24) East London Dispatch, 9 Septimbey 1882,
The Cathcart Farmers®' Assoc. did not arrive at a decision.

(25) Ibid.
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The Eaet London D1spatch expregsed its own attitude to the'

’

question by lupportlng the stafement made at the Cathcart meetlng
by a member ﬁhO declared-l "I am a man to go in for a South :
Afrlcan Unlon tomorrow, but not an Afrlcander Bond Union. T ]
. eould not do'it as an Engl:shman - 1t goee egamnst my blrthklghg% )
' Of these three organnsatlons the Verennglng alene appears
to ﬁaeevehown 1ts strength by secur:ng the return of Jts candlm'
dates to the Leglslatlve Assembly before 1883.(27) In the
general electlon of 1878~79 ne flnd g strong hody of men9 who
Were determanea to do thelr beet to secure the removal or
allevlatlon ef the hated hxclse" returned to the House.(28)
| Thls then was the extent of pOllth«l organnsatnon in
the country when in May 1883, the amalgamatlon of du Toit's Bond
| and Hofmeyr's Veren:ging waa effected at the Rlchnond Congrees(gg)
The new Afrlkaner Bond whlcb emerged as a national politicd
organisafioe'afte}fléBB'was'fespoﬁsible Por thecreation of the
flret polltical party in the Cape Colony - the Aﬁrakaner Party.
That this party would concern itself with encouraging Afrlkaners
to'assert‘themselves politicaliy,()c)(Art.lll) indicated its
racialistic character, whilé. the establishment of the Bond party
machine e;sured the Afrlkaner Pdrty of "a declded adVdntdge over

the'unorganlsed Engllsh electorate in subsequent parliamentary

elections.

- (27) While there appears to be no ev1dence'exteﬁ£'to‘suppert
the writers' contention that the Farmers' Associations.
‘could have influenced the return of candidates they

- approved of in the 1878-79 general election, the possi-
bllity nevertheless suggests itself.

(28) Hofmeyr, ppo 150~151.
{29) Ibid., PP. 205- 206
(30) v 'Ib.l-dn }30649
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Iﬁvorder 1o understénd firsf how the formation of tﬁé
new nfrikaner Bond effected the attemrts of Engllshaspeak:ng ‘
electors to organise~themse3ves polltICdlly afte: 188%,

f;secondly to what extent 1t accentuateﬂ or retarded these

"gefforts and th:rdly how 1t determlned the - character of the

»'alrst Engllsh politlcal party, it becomee necessary to examine
- the prlnc:ple tenets of the Bond. (91) hrticle (1) of ‘the
General Constitution recognised "no natlonailty of any ki nd,
save that of the Africander“, and 1ooked upon all who almed
4ﬁat the welfare Qf South Afrlca as helonglng to that nationality.
iThe obaect of the Bond woulu be "the formamaon of a South
Afrlcan natlonallty by the fosterlng of trua patriotlsm, as
preparatlon Icr its flnal destlny s A Unlted South Africa "
'(Artlcle iI) whlle thls obJect uas to be ach;eved "oy ‘
"encourag;ng ehe Afrlcanaers to assert themselves, both

‘ politlcally and soc1a11y, as a natlon." (Article III). The

Prov1nclal Constltutlon Ior the Cape Colony(32)

~ circumscribed

»Art 111 of the General Constltutlon by laynng dowa that the

PIOVIHCQ would gzvé "effect to the obaechs described in the

general Constihutlon bys

'». (a) attendlng to the reglstrdtxan of quallfied citizenss

{b) eneurlng the electlon of ccmpetent men for civil and
state affalrs;" (Art.lll)

'whilélthe Llrcle Commli ;ees would promote the interests of the

Province "in conneciion W1th the electzons for the Iegislative

Councily soeu.oa” o (Art V11)

(31) For General Constitution 6f the .frikaner Bond vide
Hofmeyr, op. cit., pp. 649-650.

(323 . Hofmeyr , op. cit.; pp. 650-652.
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One impertant issue was bowevér not finally decided o
at,the Richmond Congres s, namely vh ether the Bond would str:ve
éfor‘g United gouth.ﬁfr;ca‘under_lts oun flag or the Eng}lsh
{flag.:.Beeause S.d. du Toit had‘peen able by means of hiS
newspaper, Di Patrlot 1o publlclse his programme angd beat up
sunport for hls:"free Afrweander flag prlnclple,(js) the .
Richmond Congress declded %o submnt the programme to 1ts :
bxaﬁches°f?4) S ST -
N Qhe;ggsitatipp whipn the English farme:s had shown witﬁ
regard to joining the A;ricanderlbep&,in 1882 must therefore .
sﬁil;ﬁhaygﬁqptainéd,giﬁquigy%;883,}and itwseems'likely that
they were reconciled after that date to exerting what political
1nfluence theJ COmmanded through the medJum of. thefr annual
Fé?MgI%’_COn€IQSSQ$~(35) Fur;hermore in a colony which had
hit?eg%o known no cleasly diffefentiated palitical périies, in
“cqgsx;tgengies.whgre no.pgrmanent palixical oiganisatipns.hgd
existed and to an electorate which exercised its vote in.tavéur
of personalities and not principles, the formation of thel
Afrikaner Bond was not likely to evoke any_immediate desire on
the part of Eng 1ash~¢peak1ng colonists for a pollthal organi-
sation¢5vThe po11t1ca; pqwer which the Bond was likely to:wleld
had not become apparent and this factor determined the fate of
the first attempt madeﬂtg iguse:English colonists in 1883.
?heﬁca;l fq:‘th¢‘£qrmation of an‘organisation to_ppposé

the ~frikaner Bond came from the Cape Times in Jun¢ 1883.

(3‘5) . Ibldo’ p.T 198‘ e e
(34) Ibld., P. 208. ‘

(35) 1% seems 81gn1fleant uhat pricr $o 1883, only one Farmers'
Congress had been held. (Cape HMercury, 11 June 1883, p.3)
After 1883 We find these Congresses meeting annually, a
practice whireh appears to have been deemed necessary
t0 counteract the political influence of the annual
Afrikaner Bond Congresses.
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S After referrmo to the formatlon of the Bond and atdtlng that

1t waa a step 1n the rlght dlrectlon",the question was asked
"But why is there no organlsatlen on the other 31de?" :

It was pOlnted out that there were . "questlons comlng into the
near prospect - Questlons o; reprpsennatnon, af franchlae,4of
1iberty. And, whlle One sectnan of the communzty is |
strenuOusly worklng out those quest1on~ and 1ay1ng plans for
nnited actlon in r eﬂpect of them, the other sectlon of the
community follows g course not of masteriy, but of sluggard,
inact1v1ty, ..;.."()6) ' |

| Wlthln a méek of the artlcle being i eprlntedvln the -
hast London Dns atc , a 1etter appeared from Rowland a.‘.'t 
Bettlngton, calllng on réaﬁers te iorm a “fresh ASSOCl&ﬁlOR.o..
to be called the South Afrlcan Union." Bettlngton suggested
as a progrdmme for this Union, (a) the aettlemen‘t of the o
natlve question, (b) movmng the capltél to one of the frontler
tOWns in order to carry out the above enactment, (c) secur:ng
Home Government consent for colonlsts te manage not only the
Golonlal, but all other natlves, (d) Gonfederatlon of COIOnJal
btates, (e) the representatlcn of the COnfeﬂeratlan of south ‘
Afrlca in the English House of Commons by two members from the
Colony and f¢na11y, that the Colony wag to be an 1ndependent
but 1ntegra1 portlon of the Brltldl Emplre Gn

A meeting wag thereupon held in the Mutual Hall in

‘Eagt London to conslder Scanlen's Representation Bill, the

proposed cession of Basutoland to the Imperial Government,

3t : .
the future prospects and administration of the Colony, and the

advisability of forming a South African Union.“ﬁﬂ'

(36)'Reprinted in East iondon Dispatch, 9 June 1883.

(37) East london Dispatch, 13 June 1883.
(35) EBast london Dispatch,. 30 June 1883.
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A resolution stating that the Representation Bill was
v.”not"suiteﬁ to the requirements ofvthehcolony, both qn‘écqount
}.wqi'phezlarge ah@ unnecessary increase proposed in the'nﬁmber
of réprasentatiyes,,and_aiso on account of the proposed . .
.&istribut;qn;of_ngwiseats,vwhich entirely ignores the r}ght
 ,to,seParat§ represeptatiqprof large town and commercial
~ interesis, and is therefore utterly unworthy of %ne support
‘ 59£ thelpublic" was ca:ried, On.ﬁhe future of Basutoland
& motion was put expressing the view that "this meeting viéws
y thh apprepgpg;on the proposed transfer of Basutoland te
Imper;a; contrql..,..".but found only four supporters. The
motion on Confedergtiqn,'howevefg‘was earried-by."a};arge
maiérityﬁ.énd'prQPQSed tbat in order to promote caﬁfederaxiop
~of the various States, "an association be formed to be termed
 v%he SﬁuthIﬂf:icangconiederaﬁion Union." (38) o
in August 1883 a poerly,aﬁten&ed meeting approved a -
~ draft prcgramme whxcb get out the principles ox the S.4A.

. Confederation Unlon."g) But the movement had ayparenwly

J,spent-;tself‘by.§he end of the year for we find no cancgrted

. effort made by that association to assert itself in the

legislative cduncilhelections,in_Deeember.of that year,

| The failure of the South African Génfederation Union
;.to‘develop iutg an effective political o;ganisafion must
first and foremost be attributed o the ill-timed launching
of the Confederation scheme, secondly to the abStragfﬁnature 

of its programme znd finally to the lack of a forceful leader.,

(38) , East.london Dispatch, 30 June 1883,

(39) Eagt london Digpatch, 1l August 1883.
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The ill-fated Confederation Scheme of Carnarvon was still

! o o ) | :
fresh in the memory of the colonists, and while the Afrikaner
Bond admi ttedly aimed at "4" United Bouth Africa®, this

,-

pr1nclple was superzmposed on the maln abject of the Bceren
Béschermingt Verenlglng; namely "to watch over and protect

the Farmlng Interests of the Goleny". Then %00 the principles
' which the draft programme contalned were'foo anbitious and
'Wuﬁieiaﬁe&'ﬁb'ﬁéion{al'bbliti¢ée The-piemoteréfof the South

" African ‘GonfeGeration Union almed aﬁ a confederation of various
- states. (Art. 1), the establishment of a central Senate "in
which each of the States shall be representeds....” (Art.4),
“‘and “entire lndependenoe of actlen, w1thin the limits ef the

'Unnon, +0 be granted by the Engllsh Government" (Art., 5)(40)

' and were in fact seeking to 1nterest the people of East London

in a sgheme‘ﬁnlch'should have been sPQnsore& by the political
leaders of eééh‘oflfhe'States'it wés,pﬁoposed ‘o Gonfederate.(4l)
Haﬁvﬁhese frontiersmén confined their activities to fighting

the Representation Bill, for instance, they might have aroused
more enthusiasm and receiﬁéd}active aupﬁort from the larger
 fowns in ‘the Eas%ern'Prbvinbé;v fhe nucleus.éf a political party
night thus have béeh.fbfméa;‘but'this issue never featured in |
the drakt programﬁéfdf‘bfiﬁéipies. Finally Bettington and his

" provisional committee failed to enlist the support of any
‘prominent pelitical leaders and neither publiciseﬁ nor
attempted to form branches of the Union outside Bast Ipﬁdbn;

The Cape Timeg had visualised the formation of an

- organisation to'oppoée:the Bond on questions such as the re-

presentation and the fféﬁéhiéé,'but all it had succeeded in doing

{40) PFor drafﬁ'programme»of'ﬁrinciples vide Appendix A.

w(4lf‘ The only meetings which the S.,A.C.U. held were in
st Londone. » -



W v

’}wae to'eliéit‘the‘fofmation‘OE a group which sought to
/ eanféderate South Africal. 'In 1883 the strength of the Bond
was not yet apparent and there aeemed no necessaty for gn

"organlsatlon on the otner sede"

oo

"(ii)'

.The power of the newly formed Bond was 11rst clearly
demonstrated in the general electlon of 1834 when eleetlon
returns showed that thls organlsatlon had succeeded in securlng
the electlon of "about 33" members who would support J.H:
Hefmeyr on “the majorlty of questlons“ in the House.(4 ) ;The
Bondsmen thus formed the 1argest bedy in the Leglslatnve
Assembly, for the remainlng members supported elther the
Scanlen Minietry or the Oppositaone(43) In this connection

‘the efforts of the Bast London Digpatch, which had attempted

to claSSify_some'65'é1ection retqrné in March 1884, must be

referred to iniofder to indicate to what extent political groupings

in.ﬁhe House were ﬁirtually;unpredidtabie. This newspaper
_claimed that with election contésts still to be decided in 9

eonstituegcies.'ihe minieterielists had elreadyvsecuredvzé seats,
~ the Opposition 28, while some”il sucecessful canaidates were

listed as "Uncertaln" | Sevéfal'of these "uncertains" were
 dec1ared to be representatlves of the Bond.(44) - How far off

the mark this forecast was may therefore be deduced fram the °
flnal outcome whlch proved to be a trlumph for uhe Bond

organisation,

(42)'-Hcfmeyr,‘op."cit;i‘p;243.'e

(43) 1Innes, op. cit.{ lﬁ;ss.

(44) 'Reprinted,in'Quééhstowﬁ'Free,press, 4 tarch, 19884,
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In fact when on the 6th of May Scanlen resigned because of the
defeat pis Ministry had.sustained on the Phylloxera issue, Sir
Hercule; Robinson called on Hofmeyr to form an administration
in view of the fact that he hud the strongest following in the

House.(45)

But Hofmeyr declined and suggested that
Upington be called upoh tovassume.the reins of office, a
suggestion which the Governor acted uron. Upington was
enabled to undertake the formation of a Ninistry by virtue of

46) and for the next

£he'éupport he received from the Bond,(
fourtéen,years it became axiomatic that the Government of the
day, in order to carry its proposals, was forced to frume its
policy in conformity with the wishes of the Afrikaner Party-

the strongest party in the House.

It was during 1884 that yet another unsuccessful
attempt was made by the English colonists to form a political
association. The events which prompted the formation in the
Colony of the Empire League - an English political association -
are stated by Charles Leonard to have been the definite form
which "Dutch National aspirations” had taken in 1885;(47)

What were these "Dutch National aspirations"? In September
1884 President Kruger enlarged Montsioa's reserve by proclama-
tion and annexed Goshen to the South African Republic, subject

to the consent of Her Majesty.(48)

In the Cape Colony there
were immediate repercussions. The Upington*Cabinet, suprorted
as it was by Hofmeyr and the Bond, was inclined to oppose
Downing Street interference in Colonial matters, while Cecil
Rﬁodes, apparently suppofted by a large number of colonists,

proposed the introduction of the Imperial factor.(49)

{(45) Hofmeyr, op. cit. , p.247
(46) Ibid., p.262.
(47) C.Leonard, The Politicul Situation in S.A. The Empire
League wasg established in 1884, not 1885 as Leonard implies.
(48) Eric ...Walker, . History of South .friga, p.406
M.T.Peters, The British Government and the Bechuanaland
) ¢ Protectorate, p.l5.

(49) Basil Williams, Cecil Rhodes, p.83




On‘iS Séptember P.E.Fuller was summoned by the‘High

(50) and 1nformed that "a

1__Commlss1oner to Government House

: military expeditlon for Bechuana;aﬁdzunder Sir Charles Warren
was neafly ready to sté}t;‘bht thét thé English'M5nistry were
he51tat1ng at the last moment, and that unless he were backed
up by some demonstrat¢on of feeling from the Cape Colony, he
feared it would never start". Fuller therefore arranged a

(51)

demonstration. at the Commercial Exchange in Cape Town whlch,
according to the press notice, was to be held "for the purpose .
. of eliciting an expressign of Public Opinion Qqncerning the
‘position of thelMPERIAL and COLONIAL GOVERNMENTS with respect
t0 the stgte‘ofVBechuanaland at the present‘tiﬁe?.(SQ) A news
- item stated that a moﬁement.gés on foot "for holding similar
meetings throughout the Colony...... "(53) |
‘ At the meeting in Cape Town four resolutlons were moved,
og which the{f;rsx and second are noteworthy,w The Hon.A.Ebden,
M.L.C., called for the‘intervention of Her Najesty's Government
ianechuanaland,:while J «W.Leonard proposed that_ﬁény failure
onvthé part of Her Majesty's_eovernment‘to maihtain its just
rights under the.Convention of London....... would be fatal
té British supremacy in South africa and fraught with disastrous
‘results to;all loyalssubjects'of Her Majeéty in this Country". J
-These réSclﬁtions were ﬁnanimously,carried and a
committee waé afpointed to prepace s petition an@ presentiit
_ito.the Govérngr_"for.trénsmission by‘Cablegram to Her}Majestg

‘_the‘Queen.,..."(54) - By 9H0c%0ber,1884.similar meetings had
;’.beenﬁheld,at Aliﬁal North;.ﬁossel Bay, Queenstown, Kimberley

1_aﬂd'Beaconsfield, but tbeéé appeared to be certain centres -

(50). On the instigation of Rhodés?,__

(51) Sir Thomas Fuller, Rt. Hon. C.J.Rhodes, p.48
(52) Cape Argus é4 September 1884

(5%) Ibid. |

(54) CagevArgus,‘ 25 September 1884,
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'in the Eastern d:strlets, namely Grahamstown and Port

' 'E11zabeth, whlch 1n the beglnnlng had refused to join the

- movement as,ﬁant1~M1nister}a1"§5$?whllg Port Elizabeth vas

‘ movement. The oplnlon was expressed that Grahamstown viewed the

.alleged to have the'"su1ks"’bécause Cape. Town had taken the

lead, and if she could not “play firlt Ilddle", she would not

- play at all. (56)

‘-1f7inat1ally there appeared to be .a certain lukewarmness

. in respect Of the protest movement in the East, the enthusiasm

of the people’ of Cape Town must have encouraged the promoters.

On‘23‘0ctober,.1884;»a‘mgeting,Was1again beld_inAGape'ioﬁn

 "for the purpose of adopiing a-Declaration of Principles for

the ‘'Empire League', which it has been determined to establish

(57)

in the Colony.". The adoption of. the Declaration of Prin-

* " ¢giples, and a working constitution was moved by Innes and

" seconded by J.L.M.Brown., A Provisional Central Committee,

including intez.alia~J.L;M?Brpwn,_the'Hon. Alfred Ebden, M4.L.C.,

P.J.Stigant, M.L:A. (the Mayor of Cape Town), J.Rose Innes,

M.L.A. and Victor Sampson, was appointed and»immediately after -
- nards ancapé,Town branchvaf-xﬁe;Empire League was fofmed, a

- committee elected and an annual subéeriptiou»@f ten shillings
‘agreed upon;(SB) Within a weeklthe second branch was fOrmedkin

. Mowbray, and thereafter six more in the Peninsula,

(55):vCape,Argus, 27 September 1884.
(56) Cape Argus, 6 October 1884.
$57) Cape Argus, 24 October 1884.
" J.Albert Coetzee, Politieke Groepering in dle wording van

- die Afrikanernasie, p.194.
For the Declaratlon of Pr:nclples, vxde Appendix B.

(58) ‘Cage Argus, 24 October 1884. Members of the Cape Town
- Branch Committee included L.Wiener and C.lewis (members
of the Legislative Assembly), F.J. Dormer (editor of the
Cape_Argus), F.Y. St.Ieger (editor of the Cape Times)
and T.J.Anderson (who became Chairman of the South
African lLeague's Cape Town Branch in 1896).
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Outside of Cape Town, however, the Empire League failed
to take ropt,(sg) and even the Peninsula branches ceased
functioning aftgr 1884._|It therefore remains to account for
_ tbe failure of‘the_Empire League to develop intovan‘English
political association, and in order to do so the aim of this
body and the c;réumstancgs sdrrounding‘its inauguration must
be examined. _ _

As #thhe_aim of the Empire League, thgt was boidly set
oqt‘in Clause I_of ﬁhe“Declaration of Principleg gnd :eads
as follows: . WTheiundamgntgi oﬁject of this League is to
mainta;§ gnimpaire@gfhe?qonuéction which now subsists between
this colony aqd the British Empireﬁ.

What had led thelfounde;s of the Empire League to imply
that the Imperial tie was being impaired in October 1884?
\E@obahly the sentiments ﬁhich Upington expressed in his state-
ment of Governmepﬁ_policy when he met the House on 16 May,l§84.
Then‘he referre@ to thelfgcj that‘thé Colony should "assume.a,
definite COﬁtro1 of those dependencies on our border, over which
we}have hitherto been‘in thevanomalous posifion of practically
gxercising governmentvwithoutvthe authority of any Act of the
Iggislature". He expressed the opinion that while the Govern-
 ment had “thg strqngest feelings of loyalty to the Crown" and
the warmest desire to maintain their‘ﬁconnection with the gfeat
and free Empire....... +the Responsible Ministry of this Colony
should be permitted to manage the affairs of the Colony without
interference, - interference which may be dictated by political

considerations in the Imperial Parliament......." (60)

(59) Branches wére established at Kingwilliamstown, Beaufort
West and eventually at Port Elizabeth, Grahamstown, Fort
Beaufort and Kokstad, but by December 1884 the Port Eliza-
beth Telegraph declared that the Empire league had failed
outside Cape Town and proceeded to account for the failure.
Article reprinted in Cape Argus, 3 December 1884,

(60) Cape Hansard, 1884, pp.20-21.
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In all probability it was the explicitly stated intention
of the Upington Ministry "to manage the internal affairs of
the Colony free from external control" which roused men like
Wiener, Ebden and Innes and prompted them to establish the
Empire League in an effort to counter the Government's policy
'0f loosening the bonds between the Colony and the British Empire.

The Bond wus responsible for the bélief which had pre- |
vailed for some time in England that the Colony's inhabitants
were "wantihg in attachment to their privileges as subjects of
Her Majesty the Queen".(sl)_This-must be deduced from the
tenour of Upington's Bond-inspired staﬁement and the avoved
intention of the League to correct the erroneous idea.

- How did the Empire League propose to attain its objectst
According to the Declaraticn of Principles, by the establish-
ment of branches within the Colony (clause 3),(62) "by the
propagation of sound views through the Fress and every other
Agency which may be available for the purpose; by securing a
proper representation of Colonial views in England; -and by
- opposing the election to Parliament or other public office of
‘any c¢andidate who may be unable to give satisfactory
assurances of his sincere‘loyalty to.the Throne and the
Iﬁperial connection" (clause 10); and by affiliation to the
Imperial Federation League, which was then being fofmedfin
England "With the grand object of educating public opinion up
to the conviction that the time has arrived for the creation
of a Federal Parliament or some alternative machinery, which
will supersede the imperfect arrangements now existing, for

keeping Great Britain and her dependents together" (clause 8).

(61) Declaration of Principles, Clause 6.

(62) The League intended to confine itself to the Cape Colony
and in this respect differed from the Afrikaner Bond
which had offshoots in the Transvaal and Free State. Vide
Hofmeyr, op. cit., p.209.
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But on.po'account;ﬁqulq the Empire League "interfere with
party politics within;the'Coloﬁﬁ sove." (clause 4), a
',declg;at;on whigbfindi@ates.mhat thé intention had_been;tq: 
form %;pclitical-p:essure;g:oup,Lnot a political;party.‘

. That the Empixellaaguglfailedfto develop into an . - -
effective political association .after 1884, must be attri- -
buted tbrvarious factors. The movement which started in
iCape Town was regarded in the Eastern Province as an attempt
- o increase the political power. of that town.(63) East-West
_rival:y in the Colony was apparently still in existence. The
coloniste in the Eastern distric%s-viewed the protest -meetings
[cgpeerning_the.Becbuanaland_qugstion as "anti—Ministefial",(64)
and would ha#e-been,ayerse‘tpAsupporting the outgrowth of these
meetings,’namely.the Empire Iéague. Apart from this affinity
which colonists in the Eastern Province felt for the Ministerial
Jatsy which therefore led them to‘distrust,ah al;eged1y
,ﬁpposition;movement, thgre was the fear expressed thrbughout
- the colonyfthat,ﬁthefqrmation of such-a«thérough British.
ﬁoqiety.aslthe\Empire League cannot be otherwise than dis-
.tastefulvto_the;Afrikaner Bond party, on whose support MNr.
upington,wasllast,séssiqn wdnt.to rely".(65)

Bgt‘by'far the most cogent reason for the Empire
_League;s failure appears to have been the fact that it was
used by Rhodes {0 achieve his immediate object. Once it had
gserved Rhodes* purposg,,&here appeared to be no reason for it
%o remain in existence. |
_ In 1884 Rhodes had embarked on his plans for
expansion into the intériox.(Gs) He looked upon the Bechuana-.'

land territory as the "Suez Canal" of the country,

(63) Cape Argus, 3 December 1884. .

(64),ca“e,Ar us,'27'8eptember 1884;i

(65) Cape Argus, 3 December 1884. _

V Coectzee, op. cit., p.196. 2
(66).¥illiams, op. cit., DPp.56 et seq.. ’
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"the key of its road to the interior...," and as such the
amexation of Goshen by the Traﬁavaal éonstituted a severe
setback to his scheme,. The fact that a German protectorate

~ had been formally announced over Damaraland and Namaqualand

. iny five months previouslx aggravated the situation con-
siderablj(67) for Bismarck and Kruger seemed to have conspired
to cut off the approagh to the interior.

. In order, therefore, to safguard the Bechuanaland
corridor and ensure the success of his scheme, Rhodes strongly
urged the despatéh of an expeditionary forée by the Imperial
Government "to enforce_the (london) Convention and establish
a protectorate over Bechuanaland; and suggested that Sir

Churles Warren, ..ev....es, should take command.
despiged Imperial factor was being invoked(Gg) and it may be
assumed that it was in response to a suggestion from Rhodes
that Robinson summoned T.E.Fuller and asked him to arrange a
demonstration in support of Imperial intervention in Bechuana-

land. The Empire League, which was an outgrowth of this

agitation was backed by Rhodes for the Cape Times in 1888

declared "It was by the Empire League that Bechuanaland was
wrested from the grasp of the Transvaal before and Mr.Rhodes
was the prime mover in that enterprise".‘7o) It would there-
fore appear that Rhodes sponsored the formation of the Empire
Ieague in order to get widespread support for his appeal for
British intervention. Wwhen the Imperial factor, in the person
of Sir Chafles Warren, was introduced into Bechuanaland in

December 1884(71) the immediate obJject had been attained,

(68) Ibid., p: 83.
(69) In July 1884 Rhodes had urged the removal of the Imperial

factor from the situation. Vindex, Cecil Rhodes, Political
Life and Speeches, pp. xxii-xxiii.

(70) Cape Times, 30 November 1888.

(71) williams, op. cit., p.é}.
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The proclamation of British Bechuanaland, south of the
Molopo, as a Crown 001ony in Sepiember, 1885(72) completed
the episode for Rhodes. |
The colonists who attended the protest meetings and

eipreésed their desire for the intervention of Her Majesty's
Government in Bechuanaland, had the satisfaction of seeing
their wish granted., The attainment of the Empire League's
more remote aim, namely the unimpaired maintenance of the
Imperial tie, seémed for the present to have been assured
and hénce their enthusiasm for that political association
pgtered out. It would have required a statement similar to
that made by‘Upington'in,may, 1884 and an event conmparable to
the threatened flouting of British supremacy in South Africa,
to have sustained the interest of the colonists in’the Empire
Ieague; These were absent from the pblitical scene immediately
after the Bechuanaland crisis. |
I‘%;o ﬁhodes there seemed no advantage to be had from
continued interest in the Empire League. The movement gave
no indication of becoming national_ér effective and he had
ohly sponsored it because the Bond, the only suitable political
organieationrin'the Colony at the time, must have tacitly
adopted Hofmeyr's solution of the Bechuanaland problem -
the assumption of control by the Transvaal'Government.(73)

| - After 1884 "the gradual movement of Rhodes away

(74) and one

from Scanlen, towards Hofmeyr" was discernible
might therefore conclude that the Empire league no longer
impressed Rhodes as the ideal organisation to nurture in order

to achieve his goal - British colonisation in the interior

(72) ®alker, op. cit., p.409.
(73) Hofmeyr, op. cit. p.253.

(74) Innes, op. cit., p.58.
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with "the Cape Colony as the dominanfig%’South Africa".(75)
An alliance between Rhodes and Hofmeyr.with the solid backing
of the Bond orgahiéation, heldvout greater assurance of
success for Rhodes' plans than did the continued tie w1th
the ineffective Empire League. Deprived, therefore, of
Rhodes'yguiding influence after 1884, the Empife Ieague
ceased to function. |
Thé formation of the Empire League c¢an benregarded
as the first attempt to organise an anti-Bond ﬁbvement for
its intention was to diépel the erroneous idea that the
spirit of loyalty had waned in the Cape Colony by opposing
‘the election to Parliament of any candidate who was "unable
to give satiéfaptory assurances of his sincere loyalty ﬁo'

the Throne and the Imperial conneCtion."(76)

The spirit of
disloyalty the Ieagw saw emanating from the Upington-
Hofmeyr alliance, so that in addition to being anti-Bond,

the organisation showed itself to be anti-Government.

(141)

#ith the collapse of the Empire league the colony
was left with but one political organisation, the Afrikaner
Bonds By 1885 the foundations of this organisation had been
firmly laid and both in Parliument and in the country it had
"leierskap, doelbevwuste optrede, 'n mate van party organi-
sasie en funksie binne die volksverteenwoordiging."(77) In
fact the'Béhd éfood alone as an organised political group

"wat in verband met die belangrikste vraagstukke dieselfde

{75) Lewis Michell, The Life and Times of the Right
Honourable Cec11 John Rhodes, P«99.

(76)\Deq1aratlon of Principles, Clause 10.

(77) J.H.0. du Plessis, Die Ontstaan van Politieke Partye
in die Kaapkolonie tot 1885, Ch.1l7, p.1l8. -




L - 24 -

| oortu¢glngs gehad het.": AS yet, howevéf; there could be
- no talk of an Afrlkaner Party, for party dlSClpl}ne and a
. caucus system were. not discernlble in Parllament.(Ts)

Thg year 1885y according to du Plessis, must be

. regarded\aé,a definite milestone. {(grensjasar) as far as the

. . development of.politicalaparﬁies iﬁlthefcapé Colony is

1. concerned, for not only were different politicul streams or

- trends 0 be observed then, but at least one §olitical party

;~-;x(sic).exismed,aand,the foundations ¢f two others had been 15122

The three distinct political stveams which were

: ,g;la%en%‘in;thejpolitical scene'by 1885 were the Galvinistic 

nrepubliean.(calvinistieaazepubliekeinse)'trend,reprééented_

by the‘African&er.Bond,of S.d. du Toit an& Bi Patriot, which

had been temporarlly stifled by Hofmeyrts policy of conciliation;
the conclliatory trend vwhich was belng pursued by Hofmeyr and
Upington and-Scanlen; "yt geen beswaar gemaak het teen 'n eie
’ ‘ﬁaéidnalitéiﬁ?nié,"maar'wei,die_Britse‘viéngdu‘behou"; and
. the ultféélmpefiélist direction under the lesdership of
"Rhodes, Leomard en éndéfﬂ;gﬁho‘Wanted the entire South Africa.
(80)

'uﬂder‘ﬁritiéhvrulé, , But not only were these trends

- appatent by 18853 the basis had béen léié'fdfjthe parties which -

' vould fight for Afrikaner nationalism and British Imperialism:

" the Cape (Kaaplandse) Natiomal Party and the Progressive Pafgy)
l Du Plessis' analysis of the.political scene at the

Cape in 1885 is indeed an accurate one and it remains for us

to ‘take up thé>tnreaas”of‘thévm@vemenﬁ'by English coloniste

' in the quest for political organisation.

{79) Ibid. Ch.19, p.l. Freely translated. Du Plessis after
declaring that the Bond by 1885 must be regarded as a poli-
tical group and not as a political party,; (Ch.17, p.18)
nevertheless concludes by claiming that a political party
already exlsted by 1885.{(Ch.19, p.l).

(80) 1bid., Ch. 19, p.3.

(Bl)-lbid., Ch.19, p.4, footnote 1.
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(};Elf;Af£9r:xpefﬁmpiée,Leagﬁe-ceased funcﬁiqning in 1885, two
l_tféithér>attempts;ﬁerefméde;duringvﬁhe'decade to0 form political
gr@ups; the first in Grahamstown:in laség‘th;$§CGHG in East

‘London two yeare later.
» | The"GrahaﬁsﬂoﬁyAm@vementrstarted-as-é'prptgst against
‘the thréatened-abolition of the Court of Appeal. This
' measure was{emhqdied‘in'a Billfmhicﬁ in May, 1886, came
'befare'Pﬁrliémeptgsz)yand proposed %0 aboiish_the Colonial
Court 'of Appe:d and confer its power on the Supreme Court.
A public meeting to protest ageinst this action was therefore
.’:ealled byﬂﬁ.SwWil;cpx; the Mayor of Grahamstown, on 1 June
‘1886, in "compliance witﬁ a yrequest from the Chamber of
COmmereeﬁ ag the measure was deemed "to be 1o the detriment
of the Courts of the Eastern Districts and Griqﬁﬁan& Westfﬁs)
The citizens of Grahamstown apparently did not view
the Bill as,épprehensiyély-as did their Chamber of Commerce
‘for "barely 40" attended the meeting. Névertheless a re-
solution was adopied recording oppesition to the Appeal Court
.Abolition Bill for the Teason that "it degrades the Bastern
) biétrieté"Court} andfﬂigh“céurt'ofﬁariqualand West, into a
pésitiom’inferiéf'to~the Supreme Court, and this tehdé to
diminish the credit and usefulness of the Court thus
: “injuriously affected®. - It mas~also'decidedAto send copies
' of the resolution to Mr.Upington, the Grahamstown parlia-
'mentary repfeseﬁtatives'and the Mayors of several towns. But
meré protest would not suffice, and it was therefore decided
4o form a Colonial Asseciation, in order to unite action
"for the prétebtibn‘of'cammon'interestsg-and the promoﬁiénv

of 1egislatianf$or:the advancement of the Colony,....."

(82) Cape Hansaxd, 1886, p.324.

(83) Bastern Star, 31 May 1u86.
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A Committee was. thereupon app01nted "to prepare rules,
and cerre"pondence w:tb other colon1al towins for the further-i

./ k
.dnce of the object..,,."<8A)

i

. The day before thls meetlng was heldthe Excise Act
'Amendment Bwll obtalned a Ma;orlty of two votes on the th:rd
readlng, the Gevernment vatlng wlth the Opposltlon agalnst

the Bond members.( ?),, The paSSage of thls Bill whlch
abollshed the Exclse on the preducts cf the farmers and thus
,favoured the w1ne~farm1ng centres, apparently fanned the flame
which bad been kindled by the 1ntroduct10n of the Appeal COurts
| ‘Abolitlon Bill and the colonlsts were stated to be looklng

to ?he Iéglslatlve Gounc:l to reject 1t.(8§) But this the
Upper House fa:led to do on, 9 June, 1886 whereupon it vas duly
denounced a8 ﬁthzs dlscreplt, dlshonoured and now useless

: 1egislat1ve body. (87)l The Eastern Qt&r then preceeded to

explain how the colonicts could prevent a repetition of the
g§eﬁ§g jusi ﬁiﬁneaéed‘iﬁ Parliameﬁt.a  They must support an
aésqciatiqnfﬁltﬁéméélitigal{pnioﬁ ~ which it was intended to
‘1aupch;9n 12‘Junéé ;Bésﬂin‘pursuance‘of the deéisign ‘taken at
 £§§1m§etigg:§n”;Juge,_;esé, ;mhis‘Political_ﬁnng:ggulq‘
;pigtgct,and‘promgtq‘thegiﬁ@gggsts of the fEastern!_Midland
 _Qédwﬁqrtherh_piyisipnsvofvthe4Erovigge".and if_therq}were any
whowdqggtégﬁthghgged;fqr such a body, it was_poinpgq oqt that
'ﬂwith ﬁfanches.in every town and'District«iﬂ the (Eastern)
PrOV1nce, the electors would soon know how to remedy such
political debauchery as the Ieglslative Council has Cdust been

the scene,Qi,,mhg,nons,wBowkgg and Ress wogld not have an

(84) Eastern &tar, 2 Juna 1886.

(85) Gape ﬁansard, pp 316-7 Durnng the 1886 session the Govern.
o mend was twice defeated « on the percentage reduction
" of salaries of public officials and the abolition of the
¢ *. Exeise - and. yet remained in office. Yide Hofmeyr pp.279-8:

(86) Bastern Star, 11 June 1886.
(87) Ivids




 opportunity 6f"frétting‘ égain on the Excise or any other
 ‘jquest1on..“,3, ’ﬁ(gg)":"”; Ny
| The meetlng was duly helﬁ and tbe C@mmlttee reported
that their’ endeavaur had been 'To indicate a basis on Wthh
a Political'ﬁssoq;aﬁaonlmlght be farme@ngn each locality,
which might béi&séfﬁi”in-guérdiﬂg'%hefiécai'interesfs, and
 promoting the election of éuitable'repreééﬂtatiVes to
‘Parliament”. It wes felt that the time had arrived for
‘united action and "that nothing else than Political Union
" guch as ‘they have sketched out will suffice to protect the
threatened interests~bf the various districts, to prevent a
- gontinuance of misehiéﬁous 1egislation..andipramote those
"meaaures<whiéh will tend 4o the peace and prosperity of the
Qélony"; Views ﬁere also expressed %hat‘tﬁe Political Union
| ‘could work "in readjﬁsﬁing'the representation of the people”
Cand keepzng alive an 1nterest in politncs, while the "moral
" cowardice of the Gavernment in not putting down its foot in
"determxned~0ppesltlon to the‘l@ss of £60,000 by the abolition
" of the Excise, which would have to be made up by taxation"
‘was condemned. The Political Union would be in a pOSitiﬁn |
to resist any uhfairftaxétioﬁ; such as the recently imposed
hduseatax and thé raising ofwholesale. 1icenées ffom £3'
to £15. It seemed qulte obvkpus to the. meetlng that the Bond-
supported Upington Mlnlstry was burdenlng the towns with
taxatlon.(sg)
mhe'cominimee'feﬁért was adopted and the Consti-
- tution of fhe’?&l@tical Uﬁiénﬂapprﬁve&,(ge)'TheAabject of the
association was 'zstgtéa_”ta be "t6 protect and promote the
- political, agrieultural and cemmer¢iél'iﬁtérests of the

"Eaeterng'midlénd and. Northern districts of the Colony"(clause :

(88) Tpidg ...
(89) Bastern star, 16 June 1886.

{90). For Constitution of the Political Union vide Appendix. Q. .
. . C i )
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while membership was fo be confined to "residents in the
above districts, who shall have......, signified their
adherence to the Constitution of the Association." (Clause 3).
A canvass of some portions of Grahamstown was soon
undertaken by the association an& reporte received from Fort
Elizabsth, the only town specifically mentioned, implied that
support for the movement was excellent.(gl) But this interest
was not maintained. The first, and apparently last, business
meeting of the Grahamstown Branch of the Political Union was
held on July 3rd at gbich a Committee was elected and a proposal
asking the Grahamstown representatives in Parliament to
address the constituency was adopted.(gz) llessrs. Arthur
Douglass and ¢.E.Wood complied, but Dr. W.G.Atherstone, H.L.C.
for the South-Eastern Circle, was unable to accept the invi-
tation. (9%} Iess than three months after the Political Union
was formed the Executive Committee found it necessary to
rescind the resolution limiting a quorum to 15 and substitute
for it the provision that "until the bye-laws are submitted
members of Committee form a quorum."(94) After this date no
further reference to the Political Union can be traced.
The short-lived Politicél Union movement is interest-
ing for the purpose of this study inasmuch as it was the
first attempt by English colonists to form a political asso-
ciation in order to counteract specific legislative measures
introduced by the Cape Parliament. In this respect it
differed from the S.A.C.U. and Empire league movements and
the fact that it failed to achieve its objects must be attri-

buted to its desire to promote purely locil interests.

(91) Eastern Star, 23 June 1886.

(92) Eastern Star, 5 July 1886. Richard Solomon, who was later
to become a prominent member of the Innes group, was
elected to the Grahamstomn Branch committee.

(93) Eastern Star, 26 July 1886.

(94) Eastern Star, 18 August 1886.
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The attainment of these objects appeared to be assured when
in November, 1886 Sprigg assumed office and included in his
Cabinet two Eastern Province stalwarts - Schermbrucker and
Tudpope.(gs) The possibility must have é@ééé?i?‘to the mem-
bers of the Political Union that the East being so well
represented in the Cabinet, there was every chance of its
welfare being protected and promoted by the Government.
Furthermore it was the First Sprigg Ministry that had been
responsible for the passage of the Excise Bill in 1878, and
in 1880 proposed a scheme of railway construction which had
been distinctly favourable to the Eastern Province;(gs) There
seemed to be every likelihood that the new Government would.
maintain a position independent of the Bond in Parliament
and be amenable to the requests from the East,

The Second Sprigg Minis+try, however, proved to be
dependent on Bond support(97) and this fact was responsible
for the atfempt made in 1888 to form a Frontier Party.

The attempt to form a political party on the Frontier
seems to have originated with Sprigg: At a banquet in East
Iondon on 26 Septembef 1888 he declared."I desire a union
amongst the Border districts so that they shall stand together
as one and advance the interests of the Border and the Colony

» (98) The appeal by the senior member for East

generally....
Iondon appears to have found an immediate response in the
pfess, for two days later the Cape Times could report that a
Frontier Party had been formed "with the object of relieving
Sir Gordon Sprigg of a galling dependence, and of dividing

the Bond itself by a geographical line of cleavage.“(gg)

(95) These men represented Kingwilliamstown and Uitenhags
respectively.

(96) Hofmeyr, op. cit., p.181l.
(97) Ibid., pp. 306 et. seq..
(98) East london Dispatch, 29 September 1888

(99) Cape Times, 28 September 1888.
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) In making theJappeal to his constituents Sprigg had
howgver been careful lest he;antagonise the Afrikaner Bond,
for he_probably realiéed how embérassing the situation might
‘be should his Frontier Party fail to materialise. With this
ih mind he had first emphatically denied that the Government
was sﬁbservient to the Afrikaner Bond and then stated that
he héd entire sympathy with thé objects of the Bond.(loo)

The temerity of his denial led the Cape Times to conclude that

the Frontier Party would clearly be“a refuge against the
.tyréhny of the Bond" and would'éeéuge 10 the Sprigg Ministry
"é permanent tenure 6f office.“(Io;)

This Frbntier movement was linked with a Tariff and
‘Excise League which L.Wiener,‘m;L.A., was urging the
Frontier districts té form at the time. The Ieague would be
pledged to two objects, "a low Customs tariff and an excise
dufy on spirits.” The press hastened to remind its readers
:that a similar proposal was agitated the previous year and
implied fh;t the situation was such‘that there could be no
feluctance in the Eastern districts to support the new

movement.(loa)

Factors which must have prompted Wiener to
launch his Yariff and Excise League appear to have been
Sprigg's failure t0 re-impose the Excise during his tenure
of office and the adoption by the Customs Conference in
January 1888 of a general tariff rate, which "represented a
compromise between the Cape and Natal rates", but apparently

failed to satisfy Cape commercial interests.(103)

(100) Sprigg prepared the ground for his Frontier Party
appeal at a public meeting held in East London on
24 September 1888. East lLondon Dispatch, 26 September
1888.

(101) Cape Times, 28 September 1888

(102) ' Cape Times, 14 September 1888.

(103) Hofmeyr, op. cit., pP. 334-337.
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The campaign which Wiener was conducting in the Eastern
Province in favour of the reform of the Colony's fiscal policy

seemed to coincide with Sprigg's East London speeches, which

opened the election campaign. This had moved the Cape gimes
to suggest that Sprigg adopt the principles of Wiener's
(104)

league, a suggeation which was however not taken up.
The formation of the Frontier Party which the Cape

Times seemed so anxious to publicise evoked some scathing
attacks in the West, Merriman, always to be relied on when an
apt description was needed, promptly labelled the movement
"the Party of Plunder", "a needy cabal of people binding to-
gether in their own inte:eats“$105)while the cry was taken up
by Stigant, who eipressed the opinion that the Frontier Party
was formed "for no other purpose than spoil and plunder; to
form a compact mass which would bring pressure to bear on the
Government and get what they would not otherwise get." (106)

As to the fate of the Frontier Party, its failure to

materialise, was predicted by the Eaat London Dispatch very

soon after its formation had been mooted. Sprigg's appeal was
regarded éa"a piece of electioneering policy" which would have
no time to ripen between the day of its promulgation and the
day of the elections™. The time factor seemed all-important
for the general election was scheduled to take place in
January 1889 and by 10th October nothing had been heard of
negotiations between Frontier towns, which were eassential "for

the laying down of the lines of co-operation". For these

(104) Cape Times, 22 September 1888.

(105) Cape Times' report of Merrim.n's attack was reprinted
in the Bast london Dispatch, 10 October 1888.

(106) Cape Times, 17 October 1888.
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_reasons, theiefore, the East,London newspaper ventured to
suggest that the Frontler Party would not become an actuallty

.. before the electlons ook place.(IO?)

Thls statement was amply
"~ borne out by subsequent events for by %he end of 1888 no

| organigation haa been'set«up'to*centest either the Legislative
| Councll or subsequent general electlon.

| V'H‘ 1% rema:ns for us t0 ascertain the reasons whlch
:i%peeﬁéted Sprigg to make hls appeal for "a union amongst the

- (108)

“'Border dletrlcte“ andiﬂieuerfto champioﬁ‘efTariff and

- Exclee League, and.fineliyefe’&étermiﬁevwhy both failed to
secure a follow1ng.‘_ CoTe

| The extent to Whlch Sprlgg appeared 40 ‘have become
eepeuaent-On the Bdnd'fOréeupport in'Parliamen%'is indicated
by the eentlments the __gj Tlmee expressed after advocating
]the adoPtlon of the Tarif% and Excise League's principles by
-Sprigg. -1t was stated that the League expressed Sprigg's own
princlpiea "as they were when he could be said to have
JprlnC1p1es of hls own“ (logg remark quite clearly ellclted by
the measures whlch paesed on to the Statute Book of the Colony
in 1887 and 1888.. Then the Bond ‘had had the satisfaction of
seelng the franchlse ralsed by ‘the passage of the Parliamentary
eRegistrat:on Blll,(llo)ﬂofmeyr's motion to exempt enfranchised
.natlvee from sp301e1 laws and regulatlone, adopted(lll)
meaeure'uhich probably ‘boosted the sales of the brandy-farmers?
product, and a resolution in favour 6f Protection passed. (112)
lThe latter prlnczple had been 4acitly embodied in the Customs

}Conference agreement between Natal, the Free State and Cape

(107) East london Dispatch, 10 Gctober 1888.

(108) Sprigg did noj refer to a Frontier Party in his speech.
This name appears 40 have originated with the presse.

(109) Cape. Times, 22 September 1888,
(110) Hofmeyr, op. ¢it., p.310

(111) Ibid., pp.311-312.

(112) 1Ibid., pe334.
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Colony in January, 1888.(113)

There seemed ample justlflcatlon,
therefore, for the gggg Times' scathlng remark and for Sprlgg's ;
f:,appeal for 8. unzon in the East, an appeal which implied the
'fermation eﬁ,an?organ;satlon toxcounteract the influence ofi
 the Bond in Parliament.
’ ,It*éééms'likéiy'tob fha£QSprig§;ih makihg hié appeal
'Tat'EaStiﬂeﬁdona‘énviségedfa'fair measure of é&¢cess'for such.a
 ‘union;.if the Farmers' Associations could be persuaded o back |
~ the movement. These'éséociétidﬁé ﬁeré;wéllséstabliéhed; |
- seattered throughout the Eastern dlstrlcts by 1888(114)
to_encourage.hlm, probablyvlooked to the Farmers' Associations
40 form the basis of a politicél pérty,' Richard Rose Innes!
1-reflectiéﬂs aﬁ the political inﬁefest“displﬁyed by farmeré.on
‘the‘Frontier in 1893,‘wéfe‘ﬁrbbably re1evant toithe.situation

Tthere‘inflsaé,-for‘he'deblafed that “the_Férmersvaldne take a

. real interest in‘pélitiés.— the men in tﬁe tovns have not the

But the Earﬁérﬂ' Assnciafion$ in cbmpany.with the rest
':of the~e1ectora£evon;the}Frdnﬁierg‘diﬁ not rise to the occasion.
That they,failédvxogdéiséimust be att¥ibuted to the fact that
Sprigg's éall.cameﬂidbylate-fbrfanyfwérthwhile'érganiSation

0 be effected. A Further cause for the failure of the move-

ment 4o materialise muét,;howe%er, be sought in the sentiments,

(113) 1Ibid., p.334.

(114) 1In.June 1883, delegates representlng Farmers' Associations
* in Cathecart, Stockenstrom, Queenstown, Bedford, Fort
.. Beaufort, Kingwilliamstown, Stutterheim, Victoria East,
 Upper. and lower Albany and Bathurst attended the Congress
. held at Fort Beaufort. Eagt Iondon Dispatch, 27 June 1883
In March 1885, eight Associations, represented by 21
- delegates, attended the Cathcart Farmers' Congress,
Lape Mercurg, 3 March 1885

(115) R.Rose Innes to J.Rose Innes, ? 18939 No 14 a (R I1.P.)
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Sprigg expressed in’ East London, two days before his appeal”

waa 1auhchea. Then he had partlally allayed any fears his’ con~
stituents might have entertalned;that the new Government,
prééumablyiWith“Sp%igg*éB“Piemiéi;“@buld'bé?su%EeIVient‘tO the
Afrikanér‘Bbﬁd. ‘He deniéd that there had been any "covenant
"hetween the Government and’ tbe Afrlcander Bond" and added that
his" Ministry had’ aihays glven due’ consideration to proposals
(116) .

made by the Farmers' Asseciatlon and the’ Bond HQVihg beén

* ‘plaméd for rejectlhg-hls appeal two days later-for a-party in
the Easts ' Ir the s%aﬂd their: members had taken in connection
with ‘the Railway Extension Bill was to serve asg an indlcatlon(ll7)
the ‘Frontier populatlon qould rest assuréd that the promotlon-
'and‘protéc%ibn‘of‘iis héifére’in‘Parliément was entrusted to
'rvéfy‘abie'épbnsars;‘a poli%ical“barty could hardly‘have'done ”
petter. | a
“Wiénér's Tariff and Excise Ieague probabl& failed to

get support first because the men who were concerned with
commerce in the East had not realised the full implications of"
thé new tariffs which were to take effect on ihe lst January
1889, while the‘farming“comﬁuhity‘hapefuily'léoked to a new
Governmeﬁi,"wi%h’Sprigg'af the'hélm;'tb'reverse‘ihé excise
meaéurés‘onﬁpe%i%ion by the Farmers' Congress.

~ In opening his'éleétb§a13campaign at Bast London,
Sprigg hadigdught tp raliy round him a Frontier Party;'nct 80

muéh for the benefit of the Border districts, as for his own

(116) East London D:spauch 26 September 1888.

(117) The retentlon in. the lel of the 1mpartant lower gunctlon
o &1neaginnect1ng the Bastern and Midland systems of railway,
advocated by the bulk of Eastern representatives.
This provision was, however, not included in the Railway
Extension Bill as finally passed, for it failed by 2 votes
10 remain part of Schedule A of the Bill. Cape Hansard
1888, p.278. .
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§olitical convenience - to make himself independent of the
Bond party in Parliamenf. In February 1889 the Cape Times
could state that the policy of the Frontier Party had been "to
give strong English support to the Ministrg%nd not to leave
the Ninistry to rely solely on the Dutch vofe."(lls) But we
have éeen that the enthusiasm which Sprigg evoked was very
short-lived,and when it became obvious that his desire would
not be fulfilled because of tﬁe failure of the Frontier Party
® materialise, Sprigg took advantage of the declarétion

made by Hofmeyr in his speech at Stellenbosch on the 3lst of
October 1888, and accepted support from the Bond leader in
ordgr to prolong his lease of office.(llg) The loophole he had
left himself by praising the efforts of the'Bond to stir up
the people and rouse them to take an interest in elections and
public affairs,(lzo) had come in very handy, an indicatibn that
Sprigg was far too experienced a politician to offend a
dominant political group which might be needed as an ally

against the Opposition after the general elections.

(iv)

The growing power of the Afrikaner Bond in the
country and in Parliament was the factor which m%%ivated Eng-
lish-speaking colonists to effect political combinations in
1884, 1886 and 1888, The earlier attempt by Bettington to form |
a South African Confederation Union was not intended to establish

a political party to oppose the Bond within the limits of the

(118) Cape'Times,_Z February 1889,
(119) Hofmeyr, op. cit., pp. 347-48.
(120)_East london Dispatch, 26 September 1888,
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Cape Colony, for his ambitious scheme sought to embrace South
~Efrica in his proposed Confederation .(121) The Empire League
likewise did not aim at the formation of a political party,
but differed from the earlier movement inasmucﬁ as it aimed at
including the entire Cape Colony in its efforte to rally loyal
subjects to oppose the explicitly stated intention of the
Upington Ministry to dispense with Downing Street interference
in colonial matters.(lza)'ﬁere then was the first attempt to
organise onlan-anti-Bond basis.

In the case of the Political Union and Frontier Party
movements, the desire had teen to create political asSociatiohs
to promote and protect essentially local ihterests. The prime
movers in the Political Union were motivated by anti-Bond
feelings, but only“inasmuch as Bond dominationiof the Second
Sprigg Ministry affected the welfare of the districts which
‘the association intended to embrace. On the bther hand the
Frontier Party movement was intended to provide Sprigg with a
party which would counteract thé Bond influence in Parliament,
though the aim osfensibly'appeared to be the protection ofthe
Border districts' welfare,

It remained for “the political movemeni in the follo-
‘wing decade to échieve the formation of the Cape Progressive
_ Party which transcended the insular objects of the Political
Union and Frontier Party by embodying in its party platform
issues which affected the entire colony. It is interesting
to note that the firét attempts to form English political parties
were made in the'Eastern districts. Thisun@st be attributed.to
the activity of the Farmers' Associations in the East and the
interest the farﬁing community displayed in parliamentary

legislation.

(121) vide supra.

(122) vide Supra.
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'The political awakening which could be discerned in the
move%ent§ Qf’1884, 1886 and1888_biouéhtrto‘thé'fqre some of
" the future leaders of the;PrOgréssiie Party. Cecil Rhodes,
JameS'Rose*lnneé~and'Sp%igg;who eﬁér@e&.as'leadpfs ofigroups witk
© in the: Er@gre551ve Party in the 'nlnetles had been actlve in
“4he: formatlon of elther the Emplre League or Frontler Party,and

-zthey drem their: supporters from all three the Engllsb political

",assoc1at10ns as well as from the FarmersQ Agsoc¢ations. in

thls respect, therefore;: these early polltlcdl movemen‘bs9 which

- on the surface appeared to haVe been of no avail, were indeed

mest-useful.v They-prepared the ground for'the development of

an English political par%y”inithe~néﬁt decade.




- +"'ghe first indications of a coherent opposition to
:iégiélétiﬁﬁ'iﬁtrédﬁéed'at thevbehest of the Bond party in
Parliament, aré to be found during the years 1890-92 when
* ‘the First Rhodes Ministry vas in office. - Out of thds
inppesitibn the first Progressive Party’ developed in 1893.

In order to understand the circumstanees which - |
’préﬁueEE a*erys%allisétiﬂnkaf the tendency which had become
'a@ﬁérenti1ﬁ'th@‘pfeviﬁﬁsﬁdecade,=if'is\ﬁecessary to refer
‘briefly to the events which had enabled Rhodes to undertake
‘the task of forming a Cabinet in July 1890,

N f On the 16th of July, Sprigg had tenderéd hisg resignae.
*%ian*tbvthefﬁdvemn@r, after his comprehensive Railway
'ééhémés*eétiméted'to'eas%‘£7,500,000, had been repeatedly
pruned down in Committee, ) -Samer, the Leader of the
‘Opposition, was sent for but declined to take office as his
‘fbliﬁwing didinbt'représent a majority of the House(z)-and
he “could not ceunt on anmeyr's support" (3) Saner there=
A fore recommended that Rhoﬁes be entrusted with the formation
 0? an administratinn.(h) Rhodes was thus confronted with the
‘problem of finding gr@ups to support him before proeeeding .
to eompase a Cabinet. '
i | The uncompleted eientian returns in Decemher 1888 had
'1na1catea that the Bond seeured 29 seats, the Ministeriallsts

(1) Williams, OP- cit, pp. 183-814-, S
| Innes, op. cit., p.80,
Hcfmeyr, Op. Ci%., p.38?.

”{2) The ﬁgge Times 6 December 1888 credited the Opposition
- with securing 13 seats, the Ministerialists 22 and the
... Bond 29, Eide also Innesy op. ¢it.y p.80.

f(3) Williams, op. cit., p.185,

%) Hofmeyr, op. cit., p.387.
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(ﬁ..e. s;;mggites)' 22, the Opposition 13, the Independents 6
- and the Rhodes Party 2,(5) Assxming that 1ittle change in
party layalties had accurred by July 1890, we find Rhaées
therefare dependent on Bond and Qpposition suppcrt to assure
vhﬁm af a majority over the Spriggﬁ‘.es. | Siﬁee 1886 Rhac}es
had been supporting Afrikaner Party mci:ions, such as the
Hafmeyr edueation motion, the Excise Act Amenément Bill and
(6) hnt he had no gnarantee

| Paﬂiamentary Registratﬁ.on B:‘if“
1!1 J‘ulsr 1890 that Hcfmeyr a.nd the Band would Support a
' {Government of his making. @nee Hofmeyr had agreed tﬁ
support Rhodes! Ministryw) and 8 caucus meeting of Bond
Hemhers of Parlimnem: had unanimously agreed to give Rhodes
" 'fair play' in the administraticm of the conntry and its |
»interests" { ) ‘thl'ee members of the @posit:wn =~ Innes,

- ;Merrﬁman and Sauer ~ were invited to accept porti‘olios and
complied,. (9) The “ﬁab;net pf a{L}. the; Talents® was thus
: cmstﬁtated 4 and it was 'IﬁécauSE such Bills as the Strop
Bill, the Franchise Bill anﬁ Scab Act Amendment Bill were
imtra&uced by the Ge\rérnment to placate the Bend party, that
| a. widesgr-eaﬂ)dissgti_smcgi.on as:ao;sev and the Progressive Party
wgs_f@z‘méd in 1893. | | | |

| (5) The ___g__ imes, 6 December 1888 classified as
Ministeriaiists: J.Irower, T.Upington, O'Reilly,
A, OhlsBon, J.G.Sprigg, F.Y.Brabant., g I.aing, A.Robertson,
JMood, G.luke, B,Barnato, T,Lynch, J.0'Ieary,
e Schermbrucker.n Ay de S mldt H.Pearson, J.Frost,
T.Barry, w;m:ef’{:y, »Mybm#gh, J.Tudhope, C.Pope and
' S.Jdohnsonj a€ Opposition: J.W.Sauer, E, G Orsmond
‘CoPo Smts J.B.Innes T.E.Fuller, T.8canlen,
,C.W.Hutten LA, vmt@ent’ M.J.Warren IT.X-MefTiman’
Coleuls, C. 'T.Jones and Mackays as Independents:
J.R.C, Im:tig L.Wienery J.H.Lange, J.A.Bassan 'I'.A Louw,
- and JM.. Grpﬂn while é.Pa*con and C.J.Bhodes were the
‘sole supporters of the Rhodes Party. :
(6) Hofmeyry op. ¢it.; pp.380-381.
{7) Hofmeyr, op. ¢ ,11:., D309,
{8) Ibid., p.388.  Innes, op., cit.y p.80, R
- {9} Innes, Op. cit. p.80, Sauer became Ccalonial Secretary,
Merriman Treasurer, Innes Attorney-General, Sivewright
Commissioner, and I‘a:ure Secretary of Native Affairs,
Hofmeyr op. cit., D389, -
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| Puring the ¢890 session Puds du Toit moved the 1ntro~
ducticn.of ‘the Wasters and Servants.&et.ﬂmendment Bill,
‘“seeking to provide "that corporal puniﬁhm&nt and fines be
. substituted for pundshments fized by former hetst, 10 phis
411 vas negatived by 35 voted to 231} fut nag the une
Quﬁiifiéé‘éhppar%-of’Rﬁbﬂés,?Taufe-and‘éivéwnigﬁ$;<“This
convright-Schreiner as the

"Strop Billt mas regarﬁeﬁ by S, G
£ir¢t inﬁicaﬁien of the retrngressive trenﬂ in 1egislation
vhich was to become so charaeteristie of the Bhgdes
mnistries,{l?): I

-Jhere. éeemeﬁ every likelihand that the Bill ﬁould be
&,2e§intrpﬁnged_during;the,fpgwowing sessiong.fcrwthe Bond
.EﬁnngSS“éx,ﬁimberiey_ingﬁgrﬁl 1891 had demandegd that\iashes
béfsﬁbstituteﬁ’fﬁr~ﬂ“ '
ventian bf the Masters and Servants‘Aﬁts “(13) S@ we find
Merriman writing that Sauer and Innes-wnuld oo™ if Rhodes .
| was determinea “to carry the fl@gging Bill“ (1%} But the

prisonment "in all cases of contra-

second reading of the Bill was éiseharged on the motion of
J._du Toit during the 1891 session(15) and for a while Innes
: anﬁ Sauer could shelve their inﬁention of resigning rrom
| Res' Cabinet. | |

That the Bonﬁ had ventured to renintroduce the “Strop o
Bill“ during the 1891 session, must be attributed to the fact
that Rhoues had eompletely 1dentified himself with the Bond

policy at the Kimberley cgngress by stating, Meees I look
upon tae Afrikandez Bond as 8 par%y I ean wafk cardzally
vith, Ybur 1deas are the same as mine, "(16) The sentiments
- thus expressed haé “fznaily cemented“ the alliance he%ween
Rhodes end- the Afrikener F Party. (17) |

(19) ca e Hansard, 1890, p.83
(11) Thid.. pe22k, |
(12)‘Shc,cucnmgightaSchreiner and olzve Sehreiner,

{ ] "ion_- 9.12.
513 Cape Times, 2 April 1891
) J.X.ﬁerriman to bis wife, 18 March 1891, (M.P.).
) ca; d, 1891, p.375.

(16) 7index, 'ep; éit. Pe2734
17) Hofmeyr, op. ¢itey p.! 09.
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.. It 15 probable that after Rhodes had given his
qualified support to the “gtrop Bill" and embraced the

;Banﬂ aims at Kimberley, the need was<felt for the establishw

';ment of a parliamentary party; Ve find Foller relatlng that
: {18}

".hhe was chaixman of the “Progressive party in.?arliame t",
gAs to the date and purpose of its i@rmation we are teld
1;that the party, nunbering about tuenty-cight, was. formed
' soan aiter Mr. Rhodest. aﬁcessian to powery to wateh 18g18~
}1ation‘in the~interests of Progresgive\politlcs, to give

Mry Bhodes fair-play, and, vhere possible, suppart on the

~ one sade, on the nthﬁr, to see that the aseeﬁdancy<@f the

,B@nd pa?t?‘and their assaciatian With #r. Rhodes 4id not
effect 1njuriﬁu sly the progress of the cmuntry and its :
mperial interesten, 19) - gere th:en ve £ind a paxliamentary
'party establishe& which, in its intention to safeguard

:,\lmperial 1nterests, vag reminigcent of the Empire I&ague,

and Whiio suppmrting RhQGES uas nevertheléss determinea
“to guard against Bondelomination of the Cape Prime
»Einister. Furthsfmare, the vatchword of the @ommittee_
. wwuld be "progressive 1egislatlonﬁ, not merely as it
Faffected the East or Hest, but in relation to the entire
Cﬂlany. , H

Xn this resyect, therefare,_the Progressive Committee's
‘aim marked @ decided advance on thase of elther thp |
‘Poiitical Union or Frontier Party. |
" The closer alliance between- Rhodes and the Afnkaner
'3Bonu found expres§1on during the 1891 se"sion When flrst the
';.Seah Law Amenament 313.1 vas intfndneeﬁ and then the question |

'(i@) Fnilerg'OP, cat~¢ pp.16&~165. Fuller uses this term

- dnterchangeably with “Progressive Committee™ and in
-order to distinguish between Fullerts group and the
groups which emerged later, the writer has used L
"Pronressive Committee™ when referring to this first
Progressive group.

(19) Fuller, op. cit., p 165.;

1



| -.he -
of franchise ref@rm was raised. In the previous session
‘Bhodes had vntea in favaur of a General Scab Act which had |
"heen defeated by 3% votes to 20,(29) and probahly encouraged_
‘hy the Prims ﬂiﬂister‘* stand in 1890, @rpen in 1891 moved |

Snab,AetS.(21} The Bifﬁ'Was intendeﬂ t@ intredace an. |

effieient measure thrcughout the colcny, but proved to be
-inacceptable to the.B@nd members. | Burlng the debate,
m stated that & resolutisn had been adopted by the

Immetf“
7Bond Cangress that no general Suab Law was desired and that
thﬁ present Bill aimed at 1ntreducing a general 1aw.(22} 1t
- wes thus ebvions tha% the Bond members were committed to
Qppose the Bill.. Warren, however, stated that the A
Queenstewn Farmers! Gongress wanted “a general Seab Act and
nathimg 1355"‘23) a demand which probably ieft the members
Tor the Eastern eonstitaenciﬁs~uith.no alternative but to

regect_;;y measure wh¢ch fell shﬂrt of being general in its

appiiéation. But the Bond policy triumpheé fbr ﬁrpen‘s
Bill was withﬁrawn and the seab Lau Amendment Bill, as

eventually

passed, made the applicatian cf the measnre
‘pﬁrely‘@ermissive.{ah)
- Durding this sessinn the,questidn bf‘the franchise was
éé%ated. Hﬁfmeyr had maved "That the attenticn cf the |
Government be directe& tc the question of the amEndment of
the Parliamentary Franchise in order to secure dae weight
in the future for ths materidl and’ educatiendl interests of
the cauntry, with a view to legisiation dnring the next
- session of Parlisment". (5 gpe introduction of this
'maticn was the vuteone of neggtzaticns between the Bond

pa:ty and he Eablnet early in the 33331wn. .Bpnﬂ:members

-(20) dape ﬁansaré, l&?i, .131.
{21) Ibidey pelle

‘(2&-) Ibld. pcgb. ’

(2h4) Tbid., p.22.

(25) Ibid., p.290.
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in the Rﬁuse haa m@% anﬁ appointed a special committee to
qra p a tesolution with a vimu to rufarming the existing
sfranehise, because of the enormous 1ncrease in the nmmber

(gé)ﬁ Thiﬁ Banﬂ resaluti@n was submitted )

gof native vaters.
ta the Cabiaet and Rhodes, Saner, merriman, Sivewright and

‘ Fanre had agreed in July, 1891, %o a mndif;ed version of

tLe resolntien being 1ntroduced, and 1n the evant of its
being carried, the chernment menld he hcund “to 1ntroduce

& measure @f franchise amendment next session. “(2?) Innes B
relates that on his retufn framAEngland he found “that the
matter had been dAscussed in Cabinct, and that the Prime :

-*favster was resolveﬁ to make some change “{28)

In the debate which folluwed on the submissian of
Enfmeyr's resolution, Saner state& that he weulu never |
suppart a franchise “which‘drnw a distinetion as to & man’s
calour, be would nog take away from a man that whsch he
| 9}

already !@SS@S&@G" while MErﬁlman refuaed to support
any “ﬂif;erential £ranchise“ {393 Innes EXpressed the
npinion that he held "gefinite views upon wnether the -
franchise shauld be altered or not™ and that he would

"sticx to his canv#etians" 31) SauEr'S'aménﬁment that

the question, uhether any legislation was reqnired or not,
should be c@nsidered, was therefore agreed to by 45 votes to
22, The.pppgnents~9f the amendment werez-_nprigg,;ﬂpington,
Brahant,»ﬁauglass, Frosﬁ; Fuller, Griffith, Hockly, Jones,

Iaing, Mackay, Nortom, ﬁfReilly, Orpen, Palmer, Pearson,
Robertson, Schermbrucker, Tampling Vintcent, Warren and

Wiener - chlerlyiﬁastern Province representatlves»(3?)

(26) Hofmeyr, op. cit,, p.uso. ' .
(27) Hofmeyr, op. cit., p.%Bl. -

{28) Innes, O« cite, D95,

(29) Cape Hansard, 1&91, p.336.-

'(3 } Ibi’;og p .5{:'-.

(31) Tvidse p.3d,

(32) Ibld., pp.3h7-3h8



| The franchise questi@n apparenxly causen Innes much

heartaaearching for we find him writing to Merriman in .
Januarys 1392, that he th@ught the best thing for hlm %o do
would be 6 refuse to have anything to 4o wlth.any change
,‘»hat w@uld he proposed.{33) He must have been strengthened
' in this determiﬁation hy ﬁhe replies he receiveﬁ from
friends on the Frantier to whom he had written for guidance,
for ﬁithaone exnepti@n they had all adviseﬁ him “to accept
no compromlse“ (3 ) It WaS.E?En rumbured in the press that
Innes intended retiring from 0ffice.(3’) | ,. | J

| Innesf hﬁweverg vas torn between a desire o listen to
tne dictates of his cbnscienee and frzends anﬁ the ‘ |
determination not to plaee the»Merriman~Sauer—1nnes wing'
in the Cabinet at a disaﬂvantage. QAfter thinkzng the
whole matter overty he wrcte, “I %ave came to the conclu31on
tnat, 4f Rhodes will give me 1eave to state in the chse -
what 1s really the ‘faet - that I accept the bill simply a8
a compromisp, anﬁ because if I had refused to accept any
change, a more drastic measure w(oui)d have been introduced,

then I may See my way to consent tc a pode ‘Teqraising of the

Tfranﬁhise; but it must be y yery moderate, the rights of all
existing voters must be safeguarded, and it must be
gseconpanied by a Ballot. - w(36) ot cmly Innes was
- prépared to compromise on the qﬁestion of the franehise for
Sauer erprcgse& the view that he did not like rmeﬁﬁling with
the Franchise® but :&.fa..sz jpre_parea Mto do Sométhiﬂgp-"g?’)

. An unccmprising attitude wit h‘regara to franchise
reform.haﬂ been adcptcd during the recess hy‘certain
fnewspapers..(Innﬁcvemher 4891;we‘iind the ;ggg;;gggﬁg

} J.Rose Inncs to J.X.Mérrlman 2( January, 1892 (M,P.*

3%) J.W.Sauer to J.X.Merriman, 2*? January, 1692. (M.P

5) Julia Merrimzn to J,X.Ferriman, 12 January 1892. (M.P.
; J.Rose Innes to J.X.Merriman, 3 Februaryé 1892, (M.P.)
J

JeW.Sauer to J.X.Merriman, 27 January, 1892. (M.P,)
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summarlsing ihe vae«point exprnssed by certain of’ its
cmntemporaries ana cendemning the inaifference ﬂemﬂnstraﬁeé
in tha ramote East as “5he m@st dlshEartening characteristic
af Lhe c@mmnn mln@ "{38) Tne East

a&opued a “calmly philnsaphical“ attitude to the franchisa
giw

_ques»ien, while the Crahamstawn newspaper, the  3337
jﬁﬁt_ﬁgﬁgg had suggeate& 2 mgd s vi gdi anﬂ haﬁ ﬂiscusse@
the proposals “ahwtractly“. In eentrast, though, the

Brovi, ce Hexald was asking 1ts readers “he*'her "e. )

r;ﬂe fnunﬁed uport brutaliﬁy’oﬂ‘upan 3&5%1@3 and cammun aense“

was ta he adopteﬁ and in its more unguaxded uwonents was

( ‘*;g “civil uar“ _ Anﬂ elsewhere the opinion rangeﬂ‘f@om
one exﬁremu qo another with perhaps an average ot msan on
*he side of the inﬂiffe&enee.“(39) |

' Confrmn»ed by £his preéominant¢y apaﬁhetie array of
n, the‘yafeg;;ggs concluded that “We have but

pﬁbﬁiﬂ opind
one duty, namely o assert a right principle of policy ané
"by that ‘to stand or fall..... unless at larpge the '
cmnstituenciesxtaka the measure of the proposed tgmpering
with the franchise, and resolve upon a coursé wifh‘referéneé
to 1t, we may as well reeancile purselves tn a nalitical
future daminateé by the one 1nte?est which has an organised
'expres sion aﬁd pover,. and whose represeﬁtatives are
suffieiently far«goeing anﬁ resalnxe of purpose to shape a
course for themselves, and %o work together tcwards &
definite end. n{%0)

But ¢he ;ndifferencé %in the remoter Bast® was shert—
1ived for at a Bond meeting in Burghersdorp Hofmeyr had oute
1ined his franchise prapoaals, as a result Gf which the Cape

{38) _gggiéggL_J lh Kovember 1891.
( 9} beé ‘ _ L
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'xfmaﬁzcould reporz that Bast Lonaon had. fallen into-line

behind Dar% Elizaa»th and the "pEOGEChlon of the franehise“
()
2k .

| seemeﬂ to be 'the praper obj@ct of a4 publia agitatian
A cauble of day§ later an appeal was made "to @rganise a
m@vgmpg%.£02 ﬁhe‘sgugdacont¢ol Qf constitut¢qnaljma$0£mﬁc
Thé'ﬁfcpﬁsel‘to‘refarm the'pariiamﬁnkérﬁ“ffaﬂchige‘ﬁaa, |
regafded as an attempt by the Bond to assimilate the Native
Pblicy of the Eape Cglcng Wibh that of the neighbourzng |

‘ e Herald summed tip the
iSSuQS at stake‘by statzng “The~mhele<p91i¢y sought {o be

| carr1ed out is first thp disfranchis emon% of the native,

second thewflggging‘@f.wim, $hird the cempelling hin o
43) .
N2

wark, Py
Oppos-tian to vhB rranchlse Billy which in»roauced the
ruse of the Ballot, 2 samplp educational test and increased
the—@ccupat;on-qualiianataan frO%W£25‘t0-£75g leaving the
vage qaalifination«o£:£50‘unaltere&$ and the rights of
vﬁteré%lready on-thEgrdll'protected,'was;nb%acanfined‘to
%hé~press,  While the Bill was being debated in the House
in 1892, a Farmérs' Congress was sitting at Cradock and
Si?éﬁright and Trost referrsd to the final resolution which
this body edopted.. Tﬁis‘wesﬁintiﬁn staﬁed that "COngréésris,
©of the opinion that it is not at present necessary to alter
the franehise\c';a. - ﬁut if any~alteﬂa€ion iSrmade, thén
 the qualificaticn shoulé be raiscd, wmth an educational
test, "{h43 -1t may be cmncluded, therefore, that the
proposal embodied in the Bill to raise the‘acgupétian
qualification from £25 to £75 would not £ind favour with
%ﬁé wembers Of‘the'Farmérs“‘Associatians, though the introe- .
duction.cf an eduzational test might have coated the pgll.

(+1D Cape Eimes 17 Nov embe; 18914

42) Cape im@e,: 30 November 1891, e
(223 Quated in Cape Iimes, 2 December 1891, A . :
Cane Hans ,Q,_l 92y p.184 | '
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When the Franchise Bill was laid before the House, a
group of Eastern Province members in the Opposition ranks
consistently opposed it. The second reading was carried by
43 votes to 20,‘“5) but by the time the third reading was
taken, the number in opposition to the Bill had dwindled to
13.(h6) Fuller relates that before the Franchlise and Ballot
Bill was considered in committee,,ﬁofmeyr approached him
%as chairman of the Progressive Committee™, and stated that
vhile some of the Bond members were not in favour of the
Ballot, Hofmeyr supposed that some of the Progressive.
Committee menmbers did not like raising the franchise,
‘:Hofmeyr therefore undertook to get the Bond party to agree
| to the Ballot being introduced if the Progressive Committee
wonld support the raising of the franchise, TFuller there-
upon called a meeting of the Progressives, who “agreed to
Yhe proposal with one dissentient."(h7> Thus it happened
that in the division on the third reading of the Franchise
and vallot Bill, only 13 members st.od out against it.

These were Sprigge Frost, Hutton, qpnéé, Norfon, O'Reilly,
Palmer, Peaféon, Schermbruckeyy, Tampling, wdod, Dougl?ss and
Hoéles(hs) vho, with the exception of 0'Reilly, were all
members of Eastern constltuencies, And so the Bond policy
had prevailed; indeed there could have been no doubt as to
the final outcome of the issue in the House-once the second
reagding had been carried with a majority of 29 votes and the
two major political groups in the House ~ the Bond party and
the Progressive Committee - had agreed to support the

measure before the committee stage was taken,

45) 1bid,, p.186, Bravant, Douglass, Frost, Fuller, Hay,
Hockly, Hutton, Jones, Mackay, Norton, O'Reilly, Orpen,
Palmer, Pearson, Robertson, Schermbrueker, Tamplin,
Trower, Vintcent, Warren and Wiener opposed the 2nd
reading,

(46) Cape Honsard, 1892, p.302. ¥Yide supra for "Noes".

(47) Fuller, op. cit. De

(4+8) Cape Hansard, 1892, Do 302
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In reviewing fhe retrcgressive Legislatien which had
been emaated during the years preeeding 1895, S. Cranwright-
Sﬁhreiner gives pride of piace to the introduction @f the
Franchise Act, which, instead of broadaning the electoral
basis, paxrnweé it,.anﬁ then refers to the "Strop‘Bill“,{%9)'
Theé latter was not regarded as seriously as the Franchise
Aet when Schreiner catelogued the retrograde measures -
‘introduced in the period 1890 - 1895 and presumably because
iﬁxhad%ﬁeverf%eén;pﬁvced on the Statute-Books

Towards the end of the session of 1892; certain members
of the Iegislative Assembly felt mmv@ﬁ to £brn¢a;poli%ical
~ party ~ the Progressive Party - an event vhich the press
only became aware o£'whenpkrthu§ Douglassy ihe'seniar'member
for Grahamstown, reported this to his constituents at the - |

nning of September.(s )

The Cape Times, unﬁerstanﬁahlyg

felt siighted at mot having been informed of the birth of
theﬁ?ért?i and rather pettily-ékpressed the view that Bond
slumhersﬁeuid;mot be disturbed hy'%he\eventéﬁﬁlg, The

iééﬁﬁiﬁ? or nui

ibef of thé Progreésive Party members was at
that stage unknown, but in referring tcfﬁaugléss,iwﬁﬁ‘Was
direeting theumbvemenﬁ,,tha Cape Jimes céntémp%ﬁansiy
stated "... bully Bottom is not the man to be taken
seriously as a politician = Still less as the spokesman of
a poliﬁi@a1 par£?“.V The~ﬁape'ﬁ@ﬁﬂ‘neﬁSDQPE?'haﬁ gleaned
’céitain information eﬁnnectea*uithathé=§naaguration.of the
‘movement,f£6r>iﬁ'ﬁau1ﬂ report that “é‘seieﬁn'assembly had
been convened on the'étepsﬁofxyafliament\anﬁ a photographer
sent for, presumably to record the event, The vhereabouts
*of the artist's handiwork vere nﬂknonn at that stage,

(h@) s.e CronmrighL Schreiner Fo) cit. 9.11.
Schreiner on 20 August lé SP read a paper in Kimberley
entitled "The Palitical Situatian"-“ and this was

(50) publiﬁheaginvlggét hé 18 |
Cape epten i‘ 92,

- {51) Teia. '
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. As to the reasons promptzng theSe memhers t@ 1naugurate

- the peln.tical movemem:, it appeared that the Gwernment had -
fazled tﬂ pass a lel during the last days. of the session to |
deal wzth»a lncust invasion(52) d this haﬂ.angere&.nouglass:r

%ﬁ&ihisVSﬁppnrteiﬁg the Cape Times reported, To all - -

’ﬁ:i{%em‘é ‘and purposes, therefore, the Progressive Party had
heen hatehed outYof locust eggs® which became "polztieally
VIErtlle 4n the waning of the séssion®. (53)

A fortnight later the photograph was located 1n the
Public ILibrary at Crahamstown and. was reported to reveal the
fact that Messrs, Robertson, Pearson, Douglass, Innes, Jones,
Hockly; Palmer, Norton, de Smidt, Wood, 'Iamplﬁ.n, Brabant,
ﬁaﬁa&s,yFrbsﬁggNaekayg‘Warren'and griffiths constituted the

Progressive Party.{sh)

nmeribers of the
- The declared ohjeet to this party was to resist the

to promote a policy of progress,(55) put the Cape Times was

fothﬁ.ﬁfrikaneriBand.in particulafgxﬂanﬁ in general

| stiiiﬁnﬁt-feconciieﬂ to Douglass being theeleédéf of the
~ party and spitefully commented that "Even as one of the
rank and file of a. party he 1s dangerous to his friendsy
as the guiding spirit of a party he would be a pledge of
chronic defeat". (56) |

" That & group in Parlisment should have felt obliged
" %o form a ?rogféSSive»Party at aftime:when-thefProgressive
Commdttes was active in parliamentary circles is signifie
néﬁt.v‘“Tc‘statejvas~theJgggg;-iméfvfaee%icuSvadid, that
the Party had come into being because of the Government's
feilure to deal with a locust invasion, served to indicate
that that newspaper was unauare of the opposition that
parlisnentary i,eéislaﬁ@n‘ had roused, during 1891 - 92, |

) & ans 1899 p.386
)‘f"e:ﬁimes, % Septemher, 1892,
% Cape 21m Sy 21 Septemner, 1892,
) ' :

Ibid,
) Ibid,
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 both in the eauntry and in Parliament, and what is more,
fhiled to realise the significance af theewentﬁg_g se. o
Ehe Farmer s COngxess at Cradcck had taken a defiﬁite
stand uith regard to the franchise questign, and while"f
.Sivem'ight could annonnce ‘in the House that tha organisa- b
tion haﬂ been prepared t@ aecepﬁ an eduﬂational test, |
shmulﬂ an alteration be déeimed necessary G7) 5 Frost was ’
ahle to tell members that ‘when the final v@te was taken at
Cradoek in favaur ﬂf raising the franehise, 26 votes were
cast against the proposal and 6 in favour Gf it (53)
Fnrthermare some of the delegates o the Cradack
Gongress appear tc have haﬂ ample opportunity.for voicing
.their ads satisfactmn Wiith the mm's’tr‘y“' in offiee, ;
presumably beeause Bhodes had campletely 1dentified '
TV“self with the a?”s 0f the Banﬂ in 1891 and 1892.‘ In
:1893 Brabant revealed this durlng the course of the debate i

on O'Reilly's mmtion concerning the dual positian of
‘Bhodes. Brabant ¢ould also claim that because of this
_&iﬁﬁatisfaction ne and Frost determined taldo what they
could “tewards the ereation of an independent party - to
purify politics - ...“{59) The gronnﬁ was thns prepared
at Cradock and the Govarnment*s failire to deal with the
locust invasion 1ate in the session had merely strengthened
Eastern PraviEEe members'ﬁf-Parliament in their determina-
tion t@ agitate fbr the f@rmation of & politlcal party. |
The fact that it ‘was necessary to inaugurate a new -
pali%icalamevement;anﬂ byepassvthe~existing Progressive
'Committee which‘cﬁulﬁfhave’heeomé-%hg spegrhegafbf an anti-
Bond Pafty‘in'Pérliameﬁt wust be attributed to the Committee's
fallure “te watch 1egislation in the interests @f Progressive.
politics" guring the- sessions of 1891 and 1892, ‘The. like~
‘1ihood of such. a pra-Rhndes Committee providing effective
pppositiﬁnutq retregﬁess;vejﬁqnq legislation which Rhodes
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| Was prepared to support in order to retain Bond Support, vas
remote ‘and forced the discontented members to- ta.ke the '
initzative in inaugnrating a new. p@lltlcal movement.,;7? -

A need was felt for a palitical party to @ppose the
| Bomﬁ anﬂ the delegates ta the Iarmcrs' Congress were the f”f
first to express it.  This was to be expeoted. 1n 8 colony |
where the anly politically ccnscieus secticn of the gopula-
tian outsiﬂe the ‘Bond’ were active in,the,agfairs,of,their :
Fartiers' Associations, It is obvious that these farmers
ﬁaré[n@t'praﬁptéafﬁyjsaléiy-egoiatigfcahsidéraiions=for
their dissatisfaction with Government policy yasfnat:con—
fined to s demand for progressive agricultural legislation,
é;g;;aeGeneral_ScabWAet@'but]inc&uﬁeﬁfan,explici;,xéfutation
of the Government's intention tb?raiseftheffranchise. And
it WaS‘prabably for this reason that Innes soined the new
pclitical movement, '

The Progressive Party had as its Objeats the prometion
@f‘prbgresaive_legislatinn‘and‘resistance,te‘theuﬁbndh§609
hut;framvtheﬁnutset.it was to become apparent that while the
ited in their

uembers of the movement«might,havefbéen,§<9
desire to Toster such principles, they nevertheless uere
unable to sink their personal antipathies or prevent the
development of two wings within the party. This becomes
clear from an examination of corre s;pen@emé ‘between Innes
and Brabant. . L N
‘As‘early.aS'ahnuary,.1893 theJPﬁcgressiﬁetParty;was
concerned with the choice of its candidates for the geﬂerai
eleetion of 1894 Innes had apparently written to ask
, Brabant whether he would. support a betﬁer candidate against
vDouglass, hew Brabant claimed t0 have. helped Innes' candidates,‘
what Progressive candidates had heen selected as being Innes'
friends and what Brabant's position was in regard to'the o
Government (61) Brabant's replywtc,this,lettez(ég) 19

(69) Eide sugra. '
(61) This can be deduced from Brabantts reply to the letter
on 7 Jarmery 1892, (R.I.P.)

(62} E. Y.B abant t@ J.Rose. Innesy 7 January 1893, (R.I.P.)
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importent inasmuch as it reveals the lack of unity in the

Pregressive Party at this early sbage, = o
Ehe roferencp t@ Bouglass in Innes' 1etter is an inuia

| catlon that the Spakesman of the Progressive Party was net

e regarded as a suitable Prbgressive candiéate by Innes anﬂ

from the pmint ofiview cf the subsequent ﬁevelapment of the

.Party, provides us with.aﬂreason f@r Iﬂnes' hesitation in
giving unqnalified support to the party 1n the following }
mtnths. Brahant refuseﬁ ta support a petier candidate than
Eouglasé pecause he beianged 0 the same nrganisatiﬂn a8
Brabant dia, (637 Purthermore he clalned that Hutton in Fort
'Beanf@rt and Hay and Templin in Victoria EBast bad been -

selectea‘as baing.‘ s sl‘frienés,‘mhile.Basman waswadopted.as‘
'beiﬁgcnone ﬁrxynﬁrfparty“;,wxitwbec@mes.quite cleary theres
fore, that Progressive candidates were in certain cases to

followers of

be supported by reason of thelr being gersoii*
prominent memberg ef the Party or hecause they‘happened to
be colicagues in the samesorganisatiOESa In 1892n93 the.
Progressive Pazty seemeﬁ to eontain %we grﬁups- one com~ -”
prlsing the Innes Qarty, the ﬂthsr the assaciates ef ‘
ﬁauglass anﬂ Brabant. _‘ , - |
- Finally this letter seems to inaieate that Tnhes had
taxed Brabant with being amsuppcrter Qf the Government,
charge uhich.B&abant aeniea, replymng ﬁhat he snppmrted
‘Rhsdes as Premier, which was qnite d;fTErent fram supporting
the Government. 'The full impjication of Imnes* charge can
bﬁiy’ﬁetapﬁfeciatea when it is realised,that after the
Cabinet spli%‘occurred.in‘May_1893, Innes repeatedly urged
that a party be formed which would refuse to support Bond--
dominéiea‘Cahiﬂaté'and cmnsistentiy‘straveJto introduce the
pure and constitutional working of Responsible Government ¢n»
the Cape- Colony.. Irmnes had come to this conelusion while ha;,
was & perber of a Bandmdominated Manistry.

To all outward appearances the Progressive Party

remained merely a namey for in the months follamzng on . its
inanyhfati@n,tnere appears to be nc evidence in the press to

show tnat it was. developing into a compact, purpcsefnl

(63) This was: probably the Farmers' Associations.
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p@litieai movement,. . The inability of Innas to give his wholeu '
hearted suppart to a movement of whieh Dauglass vas ‘the

. spdkesman, probably served. to malntain the existence of tuo |
., separate grcnps within the Party, a factor which must have

.jzxnhibited its develoyment. ; |

_V‘ﬁ Before ‘the. parliamentary"sessiﬁn opened in June 1893 the
nucleus of the Progressive Qarty was still in existence anﬂ
s stated: %o eompi{ﬁ%}ise Messts. Frcst, Brabant and Palmer,
backed by the delegates ﬁ%ﬂ attendeé the Farmers' EQEgressﬁa*)
‘aich+apeneé;a%-@rahamsﬁawn @nglk‘marchm1893@gé5) Then 4t was
istry “céul& not long hold

believed that the First Rhodes Mir

tagether, after the meeting of Parlisment®™ and the Progressive
Party had intended “"to form & Minigtry....“(éé) These rather
ambitious hopes were not realised for no member of the Pro-
gressive_Party*ﬁaﬁuﬁalleﬂimmon.%cwfafm:a}ﬂinis$fy‘mhen;the
Cabinet split in Fay, 1893.. S A

‘On the eve of the Cablnet split in Yoy 1893 the Preu
gressive Party did ﬁot show any signs of 1ife. Furthermore
Brabantis correspondenee with Innes indicated. that not conly
were there cifferences or opinion with regard to what support
should be given to the Rhodes Ministry, but that tvo groups
were discernible wathin the Progressive Party.” o

Nevertheless it was shown in 1892 that some members of
Parliament felt the necessity for organising themselves An
érder t@.oppese he legislation.which the Bend, with the aid
of Rhodes, was gutting on the Statute~Bceks* the Progressive
:ﬁommittee was mhviously not g@ing to provide effeetive o
oppositian tn snch legislatidn and hence the $eps taken tn

form the Prcgvess¢ve Party.

%) Quoted from ?aee;stoxf\[‘ > f‘2§mé§g
21 Septeuber 18693, ' '
(6SJ,A§ %ﬁigFﬁongrechBrahant sueceeded Palmer aS»President
: o) e Tarmerst! Congress. Eastern Province Herald,
17 March 1893, ==
(66) ﬁa@e Times, 21 September 1893. '




e The period May 1893 March 189# is significant for the
__purpcse of this @tudy, fer the reason that the Progressive

u;,Party for the first time issued @ pelitical programme and

gifappealed for ‘the votes ef the<eleetorate. During these years
f&too it became quite @bvions that the developmentxef two groups

. in the Gppcsition would retard the formatimn of a compact '

r‘gantiéBcnd polztieal party.A It had- beeome clear dnring 1892
';that Innesé MErriman anﬁ Sauer were drawing away from their

- colleagues on the-secre of rranchise reforms Innes had even

11rtaken the step of identifying himself with a Progressive Party,

Jat the end of that session, |
. But the final bref& when it came vas not ‘caused by the

;;.passage-of any Billy theuissue invelve& the irregular’grant

;~o£ a valuable contract by Sivemrigh$ to a personal friend
: Legan (1) - When Innes, Sauer ané Merriman voiced their condem-

,‘nation of Sivewright's conduct and refused to. sit with him as

B eolleague, Rhodes dissolved the Cabinet on 2 May 1893 and set

lﬁahout forming a newv administration. In the Secand Rhodes

. Einistry W.P. Sehreinerg Sprigg, Frost and Laing replaced "The
'Trinity"‘and the "Stainiess Knight"f and once again a coalition

y Govennmenx was in office.. Rhodes, Faure and . Schreiner repre=

 sented the Bond policy in the Cabinet, while Sprigg, Laing and

.lFrost had been drawn fram the ﬂppasitiﬁn henches.(a)

Reaction to the acceptance of portfolios by the three

| ukstern Province

' Herald stated that e time of “pﬂlitical chaos® had come, for it
7°haﬂ been shown that leaéing politieians ”were ready to take

"former oppesitxonists was immedlate. The

' {1) Innes op. eit. pp.96 |
o BDfme&r, CDe 01%~9 PP 3“¥h5
g&&mma,_,mﬁ_'y

N ¢ b T OL. Gk 3 L.anpe . L L Ay i.fi " < "J 2 Pp 3 - —
Poﬂo Lanrence, 1d3fe of John X, 7 vf‘u« p;:.l’-&?-}h’-li

- {2) Yide supra.
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office under any terms. Orchﬂditiens,'and'ét‘any sacrifice

- of self r99pect."(3) This was updoubtedly a reference to the

‘ T:élﬂCIRSJOﬂ of’Iazng and Sprlgg in the Cabinet after they had.

";~1n~1890 andﬁlegz_:espectlvely_attackgdsthe aual position

,thdes wus Qccupying as ?remief and efficial represéntative
of the B.5.A. Co.(H |

. The press was not alnﬁe in voicing its disapprovel 6f
Sprigg*s}aceepﬁancé of;the pértfalio; fqr V.d.Warren stated
- that there was. cen'idérable dﬁsgust among a section of
Spr;gg'm supporters at his Jonnﬁng Rhodes"(E) JH.Hockly
viewed Sprlgg‘s‘act;on a8 one which was_to_be deprecated
vfor the reason that an opportunlty of "forming a strong party"
 had been last(s)ﬁnt there were others 1like Innes and J.Mackay
.. who felt that the 81tuatlon was decidedly favourable for the
creation pf a truly progreasive party. Innes felt that if
- members would "unite en a_m0de:ate.but well defined platform”
;_a great‘dga1 could be done by.£0rming a paridy who, by their
united action, would "keep in check the tendency to go on
maklng oppr9331ve lang appllcable to the Haunvss.“(7)

W@r;lman at about the same time wrote to EcH.Walton,

,then edltor of the Bagtern Prov1nce Herald, and spoke of

forming an "independent" party. Walton questioned the advi-
sability of this and asked, "Why rot call such a party some
, otﬁer‘name? Independen$ aﬁ what? The Bond ; Surely thia)t
w(bui)d be laying too high a Compliment to boﬁderya Moreover

I believe it w(oul)d be a mistake ‘to make the Association

Bastern Province Herald, 8 May 1893.

3)

4) Cape Hansard, 1890, pp.162-164

' Cape Hansard, 1892. pp.115-121.

5) W,d.Barren to Jd.Rose Innes, 11 May 189)a {(R.1.P.)

6) W.H.Hockly 'to J.Rose Innesﬁ 15 May 1893. (R,I.P.)

7) Innes*® views were 'quoted by W.J.Warren and J.Mackay in

P . i - -~ ;

“letters they wrote to Innes on 11 May, 1893 and 22 Mey ,
1893 respectlvely.
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anti-hond ., Why not make it merely liberal and progressive
-and take all the Bond members who choose to come in;“
‘Walton was convinced that the country was "ripe for such an
crganisation" and that it should be started while the air was
“still,reverberating from the recent disturbance.” He sugges-
- ted that Innes "get some one in Capetown with means and
leisure to take up the work." He suggested Merriman, Jones
or Dr.Smuts and referred to the Graaff-Reinet Association
probably 1inking~on, while there was every chance ¢f forming
a strong oommittee>i£ Port Elizabeth and in several EBastern
Provincertowns-anduvillages. Walton concluded by saying that
starting the movement would be a tedious job, "but it w(oul)d
certainly give the opposition in Parl(iamen)t a status if it
were known that it had some thousands of organised voters at
its back,"(8)

The Graaff-Reinet Association was mentioned by Walton
as a possible source of support shouvld a new political movement
be started, and it i? interesting to note that the formation
of the Graaff-Reinet Farmers* and Political Association was

reporfed in the Bastern Province Heféid soon after the

Cabinet‘split\occurred.(g) It aimed o enrol mémbers,zframe
rules and "enable members te¢ bring their united forces to bear
upon any measure of reform which may be decided upon,..."

The decision by the Graaff-Reinet Farmers! Associa-
tion to expand their organisation and embrace political organi-
sation seems to have been a logical development at a time when
no English political associations existed in the East or West.
The step the Gragff—Beinet Association had taken was bound to
invite criticism frdm members who wished to'see'their Farmers!'

Associations remain divorced from any political movement.

(8) E.H.¥alton to J.Rose innes, 11 Hay, 1893.
(9) Eastern Province Herald, 12 May 1893,
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On the other hand there were members vho approved of the step
taken for they regarded their Associations as the natural and
logical centre of any political organisation. Thus we find Mr .Lee
stating that if the Farmers!' Associations form themselves into

a political body, a large number of men would resign for these
Associations had attracted men of all shades of political opin§£%{
Charles Southey, however, felt that if the farmers wanted their
resolutions to become the law, they needed a body of men in

Parliament who were pledged to work and vote for those resolu-

tions.(ll) %ith this view the Eastern Province Herald agreed

wholeheariedly, for it stated that untié such time as the
Farmers' Associations organised themselves politically, they
would only be debating societies.(lz)
In the weeks that followed on the reconstitution of the
Cabinet, the possibility of forming a party to formulate a pro-
gramme before the general election of 1894, was discussed,
ialton wrote to Merriman saying that he was anxious to hear
"the result of your 'party' meeting,"” and hoped that the next
general election would take place "upon some clear lines =-..."
He expressed the view that if they could put forward “certain
clearly defined principles and objects" he felt convinced that
they would win many seats and'swell the modest number of their
ranks. The question of the leadership of this new party had
also occupied Walton's mind, for he stated that he thought
Merriman would be the best man for the position, as he imagined
Innes would not have the time to devote to the‘organisation,

while Sauer was "too cold to enthuse -.."(13)

(10) Bastern Province Herald, 22 May 1893.

(11) Eastern Province Herald, 31 May 1893.
(12) Tbid..
(13) E.H.walton to J.X.Merriman, 6 June, 1893. (M.P.)
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Walton's supposition with regard to Innes was correct, for
Tengo Jabavu stated that he learnt with sorrow that Innes was
determined.not to accept the leadership and entreated him not
to decline it, even if he did not have the time "to attend to
it properly - at ény rate on the Eve of the General Election.
Yours is a name to fight with.” This letter furthefmore sﬁpports
the view héld by Waltoh thaf Saﬁer would not be a good persoh
to choose as leader as his name was not popular in the counii;{

~ Merriman appeared, therefore, to be the likely leader of
the new pérty by June,v1893. |

It has been difficult.to determine what following the

Innes-Merriman-Sauer group commanded at this stage but it does
seem that the Proéressive Pafty had retired into the background
when it became apparent that the former Ministers were toying
with the idea of forming a new party. The prospect of a link-
up being effected between thé Innes-Merriman-Sauer group in
the Wlest and the Progressive Party in the East must have
occurred to the leaders; nggotiations must have taken place

after the parliamentary session opened on 16 June 1893, for at

the end of July the Eastern Province Herald could report that
(15)

the leaders had failed to organise among themselves.
In Parliament the Bond was still the only political party.
For the reét there was merely a "posse of independent members,
without leadership and without any definite aims in common.“(ls)
Within the Opposition various groups, however, existed, each of
which sought to secure "local advantages", an indicétion that
the spirit of localism was still being maintained. This probably

hampered the formation of a political party on a national gcale

(14) J.Tengo Jabavu to J.Rose lnnes, 19 June 1893. (R.I.P.)
(15)Eastern Province Herald, 21 July, 1893.
(16) Ibid..
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and the lastern Province Herald looked to the "three leaders

of the Opposition" to form a party which would gmbrace all
groups in the Opposition. It was_suggested that such a parlia-
‘mentéry party would get support from Scanlen, Solomon, Juta,
Tamplin, Hay, Molteno, Jones, Smuts, Mackay, Vintcent would
bring in "the farmers' party"” consisting of Douglass, Varren,
Brabant, Griffith, Orpen, Palmer,VHutton, Hockly and Viood, and
later attract men like Fuller, Wiener, O'Reilly, Rautenbach
"and othera".(l7)

Innes, Sauer and Merriman did not act'upon the news-
paper's suggestion and it was left to the parliamentary members
.0f the Farmers' Associations to take the lead and resurrect
the Progressive Party in September, 1893,

The Eastern Province Herald reported the existence of

a "farmers' purty” in Parliament during the 1893 parliamentary
session and further information concerning the "party" was -

given in a letter to the Editor of the Cape Times in September,

_1893.(18) Messrs. Douglass, Brabant, Palmer, Hockly, Trowver,
Norton and Frost were the members of what was known as the

" tCongress Party® or 'Progressive Party' ", These eight members
"on nearly every question" during the 1893 session gave'"votes 8o
divided as to completely eliminate the party as a political
factor.’ The only occasion on which the Congress or Pro-
gresasive Party "threw %g% whole weight on to one side was in the
division on the Kowie Railway Bill" and "Had there been a
division on the East London Harbour Bill", the letter continues,
"no doubt the result would have been similar...." The writer
concludes by stating, "Until the Congress members learn fé close
their mouths at present yawning for the treasures of the realm,
and draw up a concise, definite, and defined programme,

enunciating the principles which they will pledge themselves

(17) Ibid..
(18) Cape Times, op 27 September, 1893,
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solidly to support, on such questions as the Labour Cuestion,
Native land Tenure, Education, Scab, and Railway Nanagement,
they must be content to be treated as individuals and to be
ignored as a party."

It therefore becomes apparent that of the members of
Parliament who at the end of the 1892 session decided to form é
Progressive Party, a mere handful(ofﬁggzgz:égﬁ sought to maintain
their identity as a party in Parliament. That they were all
active in the gffaira of the Farmers' Associations and Congress
is borne out by‘the fact that their party was also referred to
as the Congress Party.

The Eastern Province Herald and the Letter to the

Cape Times editor indicated that the primary object of this

Congress Party was to secure "local advantages". In this respect
the Party appeared to be carrying out the aims of the Political
Unioh and Frontier Party of the previous decade,

The fact that the Eastern Province Herald could

report the inability of the lgaders of the Innes-lerriman-Sauer
group and Progressive or (ongress Party to organise amon;; them-
selves with a view to consolidating the new party prior to the
1894 general election was an indication of some fundamental
disagreement between the two groups. By the end of September
1893 there was nothing to shoi why there shoudl have teen this
disunitye.

(i)

Before dealing wiih the subsequent development of
the Progressive Party it is necessary to refer briefly to certain
resolutions which were brought before the House during 1893,
for withouwt such reference it is difficult to appreciate the
factors which prompted Progressive Party leaders to formulate
the political programme they did in September, 1893,

Hofmeyr has described the seséion of 1893 as being

in the main "a tale of attacks and counter-attacks, of ch.rges
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~and insinuations, Of'futile,‘bersonal contests,-iﬁ shorf
‘6f.GVerythiﬁg7that is"undesirahle\in=publicrlife.?(lg)That
“uthié wasiiﬂdeed'the;case;“is revealed in the:debate which
E '\fcll@weﬂjoh4OfRéillyﬁs motion.concerning.the‘dualipositioﬁ
- of the'Premier.(go)iO'Reilly; Brabant andeciomqn took
’advantage of the opportunity to launch bitter attacks on

. laifg, Frost and Sprigs, while Rhodes had the satisfaction

df'éeéing‘thejmotibn ﬂefeated by 56 votes to 2, O'Reilly

~ and Schermbrucker being the only membera;VOting for it.

QOf far mbre importance though were the educational

: and, constltutlonal issues which were raised durlng the
.sesa;an.; These were embodied in the resolutlon provldlng

'.'fﬁr’industxlgl_gdpcatlpn and,compulsory school attendance

whieh:ﬁofmeyr brought before the House, and the Consti-
tutional Ordinance Amendment Bill which_gbélishgd cumulative
voting for members of the Legislative Assembly within the
Cape Town electoral division. Hbfmeyi's mction(?z) aimed at
the establishment of iﬂdustrial’schools‘and the'introduction

of a system of compulsory education, "applied under a per-

. migsive Act in different districts", to induce the poorer

whites %o use the existing educationsl facilities, A few

months previously the Bond .Congress had rejected a resolution

in favour of compulsory educaticn(23) and hence the permissive

. clause was inserted in Hofmeyr's proposal. The motion was

thereupon carried wlthout a division.

The Constltutienal Ordlnance Amendment Bill did not

‘have the same easy passage, for it was aimed at keeping
Ahmed Effendi, a Malay candidate for Cape Town, out of the

Tegislative Assembly. Hitherto it had been possible for

(19) Hofmeyr, op. c1t., p. 447

(20) Cape Hansard, 1893, pe42.

(21) Tbid., p. 48. .

(22) Ibid., p. 372. 7
Hofmeyr, op. c¢it., pp. 450-451.

(23) Ibid., p. 450,
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electors in the Cape Town constituency to plump their votes,
thereby enabling a minority of electors to securé the return
of a candidate. It was therefore proposed to abolish cuﬁula-
tive voting in the Cape Town constituency while retaining”the
system in Legislative Gouncil elections. The Bill was intro-
duced by Orpen(24) and vigorously opposed in the debate by
Ohlsson, Tamplin, Sauer, Fuller, Innes, Solomon and Hay on the
grounds that it created an "infamous precedent", that it
consti%utedva piece of class legislation and that it was‘
introduced on personal grounds.(zs) The third reading was
carried by 30 votes to 15, Sprigg, Brabant, Fuller, Griffith,
Hay , Innes, Jones, O'Reilly, Pearson, Sauer, Smuts, Solomon,
Tamplin, Warren and Wood opposing the measure.(aﬁ)
The House was also asked to deal with the Glen Grey
Comnission's report during this session for a motion was
introduced to the effect that "in accordance with the re-
comméndations of the report oi the Glen Grey Commission
presented to the House during last session, steps be taken
for granting individual title to land in the Glen Grey district
t0 all who shall prove themselves entitled thereto, and that
such titles shall in addition to the ordinary conditions
contain a spedial glause limiting the transfer of fheir land
without the conseht of the Government for three years."(27)

: In fhe debate on the motion Solomon was most
adamant that the natives would prefer a,certificate of
occupation to individual title under which they would be free
to alienate their land. He felt that if it was the Govern-
ment's intention to grant individual title, then the aliena-

tion of their land nust be restricted. Merriman slso favoured

(24) Cape Hansard, 1893, pp.200-201.
(25) Ibid., pre 200 et seq..

(26) 1bid., p. 282.

(27) 1bid., pp. 253 et seq..
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giving a ticket of occupetion to the natives who could sub-
stantiate their cleim to the land which they occupied, but felt
that the land should only be aliénéble for three years., Innes,
iAﬁQwever, voiced the opinien.that the people in the Glen Grey
(1district favoured individual.title and there %he mattervrested
for no. vote was taken. | | .

On oeptember ch, the parllamenmary 3&53¢on ended and a

'few days 1ater the Lastern Prov1nce Herald first accldlmed the

:f:res;rrectlon of the Progressave Party. The country, &t stated,
‘was ready for the ?arty while the members themselves wére “red-

.h6t u§6n fhe matterﬁa The events of the éeSSionlhad opened the

éjéé of tﬁe‘peoﬁle "o the absolhte need of an orgaﬁiSQtien whid

sﬁaii répresént liberal and progressive thought." The only '

Hdifflculty at that stage appeared to be "1n the select:on of

a leader“ (28)

| The Cape Times reported its indebtedness to the Eastern

'Province Herald “for. tidings not only of the birth, or rather

,iresurrectlon, af the progre351ve party but of the eagerness

of the country to embrace it as. the peoplets own', It was

pleésed‘to note that whereas Port Elizabe%h;’Kiﬂgﬁilliamstown;

~ East London and Grahamstown had alvays sent mémberthOTParlia-
ment who were piedged t0. 2 policy of‘lacal'interestg'all this
'vwés now 4o be changed and the country was'“ehtering upbn a new
i’phase of political existence". Nevertheless the Cape Times did

not share the Eastern ?rbvince‘ﬁerald's enthusiasm and stated

"we cannot but fear that our sanguine Port Elizabeth contempo~

f.fary's‘wish.has been father to the thought of such a quickening

~as an accomplished factr, (29)

)

.On Septembermlath the Eastern Province Herald acknow-
ledged the receipt of a circular signed by T.C.J.Hail, the

Sebretary of the Centralbrarmers’ Associa%ioa,-and E.Y.Brabant,

(28) Quoted by Cape Times, 15 September, 1893
{29) gGape mlmes September, 1893,
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Chairman of the Sessional Committee. This circular laid down

- the. plﬁ%ferm‘bf %hevProgre§sive Pérty. 1% did'né%,'hOﬁevef;

refer to the questlen of leadership, and the Eastern Prov1nce

Herald at once expressed the oplnlon 4that Brabant could not be

irqgardedﬁas<a ‘fit leader of the-Partya(BO) :

The attltude adopted by the Eastern ?rov1nce Herald on-

September 18th was in marked contrast ‘o 1tl first announcement

o of the resurrectlon of the Party and 1t becomes clear from sub-

fsequeﬁt“reports-that'thls paper had hoped to announce-the‘-

' resurréction of thé Party under the leadership of one of the

i ex-Ministers: fThe issue 6f the #élip”signea4byfﬁrabantﬁ had

: . m " [ . - Lo L . A L
;ﬂfcfestallediannounéement'éf certain political principles by . -

' leaders ‘of the Opposition and the Eastern Province Herald

ﬁ qappeaiéd'té‘Brabaﬁt‘ana~his'friends to save the situation'by

' niplacingftheméelvés “uﬂder‘the"leadera'of the Opposition" for

l»"bywdéing'SOftheyfceuld’”gd to ‘the country in a compact body".

(31)

'auBraBant‘iﬂAMaréh 1894 revealed in the debate on Political

Qrganisatienvaxﬂ%hé Farmers' Congress in East{ Iondony the cir-

cumstances which led him 40 4ssuing the Progressive Party's

rQ'pragrgmmé.;xAtjthe commencement of the 1893 parliamentary . -

'-sessidn a small'group,”weéliﬁing the?;nability to stand alone,

approached "other members” of the House "and theyjagféed to form

. %he Pragrégsive‘?arty",

' Innes was approached to lead the party

-~ ‘and during’ the course of nég@tia%ions Innes agreédvto lead "but

1 imposed unéxPlaihébie conditions". By the end of the session the

(32)

Party was 84411 without a leader ‘and so the programmé was issued.

*uThéfprogramme which Brabant and Hall issued on behalf of

the Progressive Party at Bedford on 13 September“1893 for the

1894 election, indicates that the party was not sbleiy‘concerned

- with local, or for that matter, agficultural ihterésté.(33)

(30) Fagtern Province F

erald, 18y September, 1893,

- {31) Eastern Province H

eradd

i, 6 October 1893.

(32) Eastern Province Heraid, 19 March, 1894.

(33) Cape Times, 18 September, 1893.
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1% staféd§m

" I ‘ Poor Whntes

‘should be dealt wlth by a system of 1ndustr1al educatmen gra»_'

1 .

dually appraachlng compulsory. Qost to be defrayed partly by

- a 1ocal rate or veluhtary contrlbutors. |

11 Iabour Que%tlon

"

“ia purely a matter of supply and demand, but ig ta a certain

extegt_lnfluenced”by the Liqupr Q&estlons

| V111,  iﬁéﬁor | | |
Th§ PFeéent 1aw shbuiéjie'maintéineé with further restrictions
Qfﬁsaie'to nafives ﬁheie practicable. |

IV  Excise

A tax on éel@ﬂial spirits; éo édjuétéd as to fall oﬁ the consumer.

N Vf f,Maintenance_of the Gogstitution.
The Gonétitution tq be pxesefved intactq'
?1' Yﬁativé ﬂﬁﬂd‘TénﬁfG.v : |
Approve of individﬁal‘tiﬁléaio natives with safeguards;

'VII' Scab,

That a General Scab Act is desirable.

VIII.Natzve Policy.
In favour of a pollcy of firmness coupled with gustice.

IX United South Afrlca.

In favour of a Unlted South Afrzca. "

| In subsequent speechesvnaugléss and Brabant indicated
the relationShip.between the Party, thé Government and the Bond,

while Douglass was even prompted to express himself “quite

| antagonistic to certain members of the Opposition". The Party

would glve “1ndependent support® to the Government, Douglass
announced.(34) Brabant enlarged on this statement when he

addressed the Bast London Farmers' Associastion., He stated that

'(34) Eastern Prgvihce Herald, 22 Séptembér 1893.



- 66 =
’"Ali the party wanted t0 do was to ensure the progressive
'wnrklng ef thlnbﬂ in general. They bad no idea of upsetting

wﬂ'the present state of affawrs" (35) Brabant also referred to

L ghe questien‘of,ﬁ'léader for the Party and_reported that the

position had been offered to Innes, "but he did not care for itM.
jgventually;“hGWever.'1nneséhgd'said“thati"he'would'léave his
ﬂﬂdgcisian until after the next General Election". But whereas
innes’faileditd éomé’cut as lesder of the ?éogréssiveﬂParty. he
did not healtate 40 outline ‘his programme f01 the f@rthcomlng
.electlono This he dia at wgodsﬁeck in Oetoher 1893 §36?. To
; Innea the curse of pol;tics in the couniry wad the,"spirlt ef
‘lecalismm,  @6oLél6se‘atteﬁﬁiaﬁ‘was,paié to loc¢al affairs and
i'%herévwas"therefore a want of'é.br@ad‘petriOtic platform. He
cpenly admitted tﬁeimiStaké ﬁe had'méde by §Oining a:céalition
Ministry and expressed his intention of never doing s0 again.,
E*It was on thls occasioni that Innes fiyst publ1cly woiced his
..disapproval of,thg‘BonQ's faxlu;e to assume respon31bality for
~ its policy by ¥efusing to form a Ministry, He maintained that
' the Bond should be forced either %o ferm a Ministfy or iake ;
 babk sea%, "aeprlved of the balance ‘of power which has been so
important a factor in the political 1ife cf the country during
l.the past ten yearé".f His object was to get together 20 - 25 men
L 'mho wguld-take.their,sténd upen‘avmoaerate and progressive plat-
. form determined to see that Respohsible‘Gaverﬁment_was worked |
F purely and Constitutionally in this country. A party not divided
6n race 1ines;’bu£vth@roughly devoted to Colonial interests... (37)
- More specifically, thisjpérty would. pursue.a moderate
and prngessive'péliey'éitﬁ régard-toethe native labour problem,

- ..not by passing a Strop Bill or making 1aws'far compulsory lébouz,

(35) Cape Times, 27 Septembei,'1893.
(36). Cape Times, 17 October, 1893,
(37) Ibld.
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but by dealing with the allied problems of Liquor and land.
Che.p drink demoralised the native labour market and therefore
special restrictions on the sale of liquor woull be introduced.
It was not Innes' intention to abolish locations on the Frontier
~ but to regulate squatting and encourage owners to improve their
holdings.

In connection with the native question, Innes main-
tained that "Class legislation was necessary to govern the
Natives” but that "class legislation should not be more harsh
than circumstances required, and when class legislation was
necessary for the benefit of the natives as well as for the
oppression of the natives, it should be given in one case as
well as in the other".

Innes advocated the introduction of a systen of com-
pulsory education for poor whites, and in order to maintain the
dominant role of the Europeans in the colony, white settlers
should be encouraged to immigrate. He also desired to see the
re-introduction of the excise, the redistribution of parliamen-
tary seats and "generally all legislation of an honest and pro-
gressive nature”.

In matters concerning South Africen development,
Innes aimed at achieving a common understanding with neighbouring
states concerning railway rates and tariffs, possibly join%t
railway management, the establishment of a South African Court
of Appeal and finally proposed to give support to Rhodes'
Northern policy.

By December 1893, Innes' relationship with the Pro-
gressive Party had still not been clarified, for it was stated
'eees up to the present the country has no indication from his
colleagues as to whether he spoke (at Woodstock) in his individual

capacity or as a mémber of a party".(38)

(38) Cape Times, 1 December, 1893.
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‘Innes and Merriman at a banquet on 10 Februery"1894
o revealed ‘that they had contested the general electlon as the

1’0ppoeitzon Party(39)

and lnnes' Woodstoek speech presumably
*announced~the"platform of thle Party. The Innee and Brabant

Eroups would therefere contest the elections independently, and

e-wherees the ‘former was eVowedly antl-Government the latter would
_glve 1ndependent support 10 the Governments

Refereﬁce muet be made'at thie etage t0 yet another

pelltlcal assoclation whlch was formed on November 3rd, namely
the Queenemown Polltical Assoclatlon.‘éo) Though thzs association
1imited 1ts actJV1tiea to the Queenstoen constltuency, it never-
theless serves to reflect the 1nab111ty of Eng11sh-speak1ng
colonists to adopt the prlnclple of party gOVernment and discard
the old system of groups, the members of Wthh were temporarlly
held together by calculatlon ef the local beneflts which could

thus he galned. : | | 'v

The Queen's Town Polltlcal Association almed at securlng
the electaon of two Progreselve candldates, who would act in
oppoention to the Afrlkaner Bond in the House of Assembly. About

100 reglstered voters, among them Dr.W.Bisset Berry, had adopted

the Articles of Association wﬁicgfoutlined thei:'political

prograﬁme; | | | | 'v ..

i - Artlcle I demanded from thelr representat:vesv"a fulil,
“Fﬁ‘complete, and unequlvocal adherence to the prlnciples of Respon-
© sible Government® . Thi s ‘the representatives would 1ndlcate "(a)
Sy 1nsisting-that ‘any body of men claiming authority or power. in
Perllament shall lubmlt their party to the responsibllztles
of offices (b) by the resistance of ell attemptS‘to convert

Reeponsible Ministers into semblances of permanent directors of

(39) Cape Times, 12 February 1894,
(40) Eastern Province Herald, 13 November 1893,

Hofmeyr Papers, Vol. I, Book of press cuttings,'p 84.
Extract undatedand newspaper not stated. '
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departments; (d) by the refusal of Parliamentary support t§
. any member of ‘their own party who accepts office on promise of
support from another or opposing party”.
~ Article II éipressed the desire for a Railway Union

and Customs Union for all the colonies and states of South
Africa, while Article I]I demanded a redist;ibution of seats.
Compulsory and free education * for the really poor" formed the
- substance of Art;cle 1V, while Article V asked for an excise duty
on spirits. With regard to the improvement of agriculture, a
General Scab Act, laws for the repression of stock-thefts and
nfor,the fostering of colleges and schools fﬁr training youths
in the methods of efficienf agrigulture" were advocated (Art.v1).
The Association's representatives were uncompromisingly to
" reject legislation such as "Strop Bills, Cbmpulsory Iabour Bills,
and all such kindred attempts at obnoxious class legislation as
being ineffectual in their application and brutalising in their
tendency" (Art.ViI). With regard to native education, represen-
tatives wéuld be required to support "any well-recommended

scheme for the literary and industrial education of natives under
State supervision and direction" (Art.VIII). The debate during
the 1893 session on Glen Grey Land Titles influenced the elec-
tors of Queenstown when Native Iand Tenure came up fop consider-
ation, for they declaréd; "Qur representatives must acknowledge
the validity of the rights of the natives to the lands they have
hitherto occupied by custom on communal tenure; and we shall.
look to0 them to vote in favour of some safe and comprehensive
plan for settling and for securing individual natives in the
occupation of separate and defined plots of such lands; it being
a necessary feature in any such plan that it is capable of being
gradually assimilated to the land tenure system of the Colony,
and of extension, as fit occésion arises, to the lands and people
in the several extra-Colonial territories" (Art.IX). Local needs
were not to be neglected, for it was stated that they should

have their fair and reasonable claims judiciously brought to the
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notice of Parliament., Finally representatives were urged to
give"their best support to all measures having for their
object the promotion of the general prosperity,......"

This manifesto, coming as it did three weeks after
Innes had delivered his Roodstock speech, bears a remarkable
resemblance to the Innes programme. On the dther hand the
Queen's Town Political Association demanded due consideration
of local needs, an indication that the "spirit of localism",
which Innes condemned, was dying hard in Queenstown. But by its
insistence on the adherence of its representatives to the
principles of Responsible Government, the Queen's Town Political
Association serves to indicate the transition stage in the
development of a political party of English-speaking colonists.
The Queen's Town Political Association, like the Progressive
Party, was loth to discard its acceptance of a system of groups

and coalitions in Parliament because of the benefits it had

.- conferred on constituencies. On the other hand it subscribed

40 Innes' demand for the introduction of party government,
which in essence denied the retention of groups and coalitions
in the House,

The Government programme was announced by Sprigg and
Rhodes and indicated that while the former still deemed it
necessary to placate the Eastern Province farmers, the latter
preferred to formulete a policy which would be acceptable to
the Bond. Sprigg announced at East Iondon that it was the
Government's intention to make better provision in connection
with public health, that the law would be consolidated and
simplified, that individual land tenure would be granted to
the natives without restrictions and that a tax on diamonds
would be introduced when fresh taxation was needed. The Govern-
ment, however, did not propose to support a Bill for compulsory
education which would be applicable to "the whole barbarian

population on account of the expense,..." and he was not pre-

pared to say that it was "going to introduce an Excise Bill
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. foreshadowed the 1ntroduction of the Glen Grey system
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next se531on". He declared hlmself 1n favour of a General Scab
Act, though (41) S
R At lepdam Rhodes outllned the Governmen&’s policy
and deolared that there should be a Scab Act, but that whether

! 8
:

1t wee to be compulsory and genaral would be "left 4o local

op‘cmn"'= An exc:se tax was upheld whlch fell on the CONSUMer.,

R R R

' not the producer and the Government'e 1ntentnon was announced to

bulld new railwaye, after certalnty hed been establlehed ae to

the oarrying trade of the Transvaal. rlnally Rhodes deelt with

the lebour queetlon and natlve 1and tenure end in doing 80

(42)
Electlon returne in February 1894 1ndlcated that the

Government party secured 47 seats, the 0pp051tlon 18, while 9

eucceseful candndatee could only be descr:bed as "anettachégz)

The Government had consolldated 1te poeltlon because of the

eupport it recelved from the Bond organleatlon and its own

| pereonal folloW1ng. Rhodee (Barkly Weet), Frost (Queenstown),

Ieing (Fort Beeufort) and Sprlgg (Eaet London), who had sat on
the Treasury benches 1n 1893, were all returned and could look
te Pearson (Port Ellzabeth), Barnato, Lawrence, Haerhoff and
Harrls (Kimberley) for support. The succeseful Oppoeltlon can-
d:dates were Jones (Port Elazebeth), Scanlen (bradock),

Merriman and d T.‘ﬁolteno (Namaqualand), Innes and Smuts (Cape
DlVlSlon), Hutton (Fort Beaufort), Wiener, Beerd, and Brown
(Cape Town), Berry (Queenstown), Tamplln and Hay (Vlctorla East),
Sauer (Allwal North), J c. Molteno (Tembuland), Norton (Albany),

Ialmer (Somereet East) and Vlntcent (George) ,

(41) Cap Times, 13 January 1894.

(42) Cape Tlmee, ‘31 January, 1894. '

(43) No complete classification of election returns has heen
found by the writer. The above analysis is based on reports
~in Cape Times, Februar; %rd and 12th, and the Eaetern Pro-~
vince ﬁerald, 14 February, 1894,
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.The_unatﬁéchéd group consisted of Brabant (Bast Iondon);

I,J;.ﬁan dér'Walti(golesberg),,D@uglass and Wood {(Grahamstown),

- Fuller (Cape'mown); Schermbrucker and Warren (Kingwilliamstown),

Robertsen «}eorge) and Orpen (deehouse).

| On the ba31s of these returns it is 90931b1e to make
ce}faln observatlons concerning the tendéncy'whjch appeared'tofv
be developlng far constltuencies to return candldates holdlng the’
same political Vleﬁs t0 Parllament. In the‘glbert, Paarl;, -
atellenbosch, Kimberley, Malmesbury, Caledon;‘eréaff—ﬁeinét}’

. WOrcester, Barkly Vest,. Rlversdale, Uitenhage, uwellendam, “Clane

W1lliam and Beaufcrt West constltuen01es both the candldates
returned were Government supporters. In Namaqualand; Gape;“’

31vzslon and Vlctorla East the Opp081tion achievéd'a'Simiiaf féat,

while Kingwilliamstown and Grahamstown had each returned two

"unattached" representatives,.

The practice whereby constituencies returned candidates

; afAéppoéing bolifical views was slowly disappearing, from which

l

it mﬁstibé'dedueed.fhat_thefprinciple of voting "for measures
end not men was gaining gro@n& in parliamentary elections. It

\

séémslthat_the foundation was being igid for the development

of distinct political parties in the constituencies and though

the tendency was by no meahs general, it could Ye regarded as
keeping pace'wiih‘thé development which was taking place in

Parliament. fThus it was that the Cape Timés could declare "There

Aaré,,howévér’signs;tbat a heélthier'statexofvpolitics‘is'arisinga'

Though,.berhaps,'ﬁeicén ﬁ§¢éi.1ook for éféleariand"distinc%'
cleavage‘éi'partiesfuﬁtil”a direct‘appeal is fade %o the country
on a great const1tut1ena1 questlon, it cannot be denied that for
the most part the contests of the present electlon have been

electlon slnce the 1nst1tut10n of Resgon51b1e Government" (44)

(44) Cage,Tmmes, 12 February_,:1894.
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" With regard tﬁﬂtbe,PragressiVé Party, the Fastern Province

.| Herald, report of the election returns showed that the Party as

Suchndﬁd.notlcoh%eét*anyrééat;'Brabahﬁ'and‘Douglasé had stood
a8 ’unattached" cand;dates whlle theirxr calleague, Palmer, had

chosen to. suppart the, Opposltlon.(45) The Gape Tlmes on- the other

42 v hang lumped the 0p9031tlen and Erogre351ve partles together and

referred t0 them.as - the "Pregresslves" (46)

. From: speeches made by Innee(47) and Brabant(48)immedlately

":vafﬁer_ihe elget;on;jitmappearsutbat;these leaders each claimed

; a_ta"hayq:bEenySupperted‘bg.Maquy and Hockly; uho were;unSucceSSa

. ful in the Uitenhage and Semerset East‘contests respectively,
.uanddBermyvgnngalmQ:. ﬁhéﬁévrival,qlaims must surely be regarded.
;86 an indication ‘that while the Iwegressive Party had failed to
_W:Hmatgﬁialise as a.polipical«organiaatioh during the general

.election, some ofits members were not averse to supporting the

. Opposition partye. -

¢ (i41)

1% now remains for'us to determine why Brabant had to

' report "the failure %o form a progressive pafﬁy“ to the Farmers'

' Gongress at East London in}March,$1894c(49)\One'of the reasons

- that could be advanced to-account for this failure must be

nature éf the political programme which Brabant issued from

Bedford. The party's platform contained only three planks which

'
|

§

required no elucidation from its authors, namely those concerning

. a General Scadb Act, the excise on Colonial spirits amd the

restricﬁed‘sale'of*liquer'to nativess In connection with these

issues the Farmers' Congresses had consistently opposed the Bond

- policy and the electorate must have been awafe-bf the line the

(45) Eastern Province Herald, 14 February 1894.
(46) Cage Times, 7 February 1894.

(47) Cape Times, 12 February 1894.

(48) Eastern Province Herald, 18 March, 1894.
(49) Ibidh ®
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Progressive Party inhtended fbk%ake. A%:aﬁ Eééﬁthnaon Farmers'
aﬁssejciaﬁbn”méétmg Brabant ‘had explained that ‘the "United
* douth Africat’ the' Party aim'éa at éc‘hj“eﬁng‘ would be a general
" federation with "one eaurt of appeal for SOuth Afr;ca, one rail-
Ray tarlff, etic ‘custoins tariff, and B0 on“ RE2 “But no sub—
sequent statement was made to’ explaln how %he party proposed
]to deal with' the’ questlon of cempulsory educatlon for those
EuroPeéns-wno did not’ fall:mnto the category of "poar7wh1tesﬁg
‘with the labour 'question, what safeguards 3t had in mind when
’allaﬁing“ﬁétivés{iﬁdividtai’tenuré'of‘laﬁd; how it proposed to
#eintain the ¢onstitution intact or for that matter what the
‘exact hature was 6f 1ts natlve policy, which sought to couple
irmness with justice. It had falled to show where it differed
from the ‘Bond in these respects, thus leaving the electorate
" 40 speculate ‘on whether there waa any actual dmfference between

the‘twijartleng As the Gape Elmem,qu:te,rlghtly pointed out

,‘*‘in‘criticising its native policy, which sought to couple firm-
neés.with justice;.the Band'said:exactly the same and did this
~therefgrgrinclude\ﬂthe_applicatién'of‘a étrOp@;f?ﬁ(E;) vThésé
paints‘require&-clarification if the Progressive Party was
sincere in i%s claim to be anti-Bond; but the party's spokesmen
;failed,te.supply;the details which would have provided the
electorate in the_ﬁast*with a clear-cut progressive policy at
animfe when Walton declared that i, thé‘ politieal harvest was -
:"ready iorQreaping....;“(Ba)v

| '~J1hfénea¢eSPect‘it:éeems«that-the framers of the Party's
manifgst@ had been eminently successful - tEEy had' avoided - -
committing thémseIVQSuto anything very definite. This dodge °
might*pérhapsghave.béen.expedient if the political parties had

been consolldated, ‘but. was’ surely the arong approach in 1893 94

()G) Cape Tlmes, 27 September 18?3.
(51) Cape Times, 18 September 1893, \
()2) Walton to J.X.Merripan, 14 November, 1893. (.M.P.)
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when the Bond was the only clearly recognised political orga-
nisation in the country.

The Progressive Party could not, however, have failed
to gain support solely on the grounds that its programme was
‘decidedly vague.

On October 4th, 1893, the Cape Times described the Pro-

gressive Party as being pledged to promote local interests. The
parish pump influence on c;lonial politice was stated to have
"developed to a serious extent" during the last few years and
this newspaper implied that the Progressive Party in the East
had caused the division between progressive groups to be main-
tained because of its willingness "to accept benefits and
grants for their constituente.“(53) In fact, when speaking at
Grahamstown, Douglass had "openly avowed the policy of despoiling
the public Treasury,..."(54) The "Party of Plunder" was thus
8till in existence. But the Progressive Party could not have
failed to evoke enthusiasm because it aimed to promote the
welfare of specific constituencies; on the contrary, this should
have recommended it to the electors who were accustomed to
choosing representatives to promote local interests. That the
Party was unable to succeed even on these grounds, must therefore
be attributed to some other causes. The root of the trouble
would appear to be the inability of the Progressives to find
a competent leader.

By June,1893 it appeared that because Innes did not
have the time to devote to political organisation,(55)Merriman
and Sauer seemed the only likely alternatives as leaders of the
new political party which appeared to be developing. Brabént
informed the East London Farmers' Congress after the general

election that "They coul not follow Messrs. Sauer or MNerriman

(53) Cape Times, 4 October 1893%.
(54) Cape Times, 11 October 1893.

(55) Vide supra
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56)

for obvious reasons,"( and though he fuailed to0 indicate
why this was so, the answer appears to lie in statements made
by other men concerning these two politicians. Walton told
Lerriman that he considered Sauer "to0o0 cold to enthuse -..527)
while Jabavu stated that Sauer was not popular in the countﬁg?)
Then too there is the view expressed that Sauer "attacked the
(Progressive) movement as anti-Dutch and racial",(sg) and if
this was indeed the case, Sauer was obviously not to be favour-
ably considered as the leader of ths Party the Eastern Province
politicians were trying to resurrect.

As to lerriman's suitability, Walton stated that he
would not have had a following for the reason that his "inte-
lectual energy" positively alarmed "the dull witted gentlemen”

(60) Byt in February, 1894, Lerriman re-

who surrounded him,
ferred to the fact that the Opposition party had been opposed in
the election by the "party of plunder".(sl) In view of the
fact that lierriman first coined this phrase when Sprigg
attempted to form a Frontier Party in 1888, the use of this
title in 1894 was undoubtedly intended to describe the Progressive
Party which originated in the Frontier districts. If this was
indeed the case, Kerriman would not only have becn averse %o
leading such a party but Brabant and his supporters would cer-
tainly have refused to accept lierriman as their leader.

But while llerriman and Sauer were not acceniable to
the Farmers!' Congress as leaders of its political party, there
was unanimous acclaim for Brabant's statement that There was

only one man they could all follow, that was Mr.Innes."(Ga) The
East London Farmers' Congress was therefore informed by its

President of his efforts to prevail on Innes to accept the

(56) Bastern Province Herald, 19 iarch 1894.

(57) E.H.lalton to J.X.kerriman, 6 June 1893. (i..P.)

(58) J. Tengo Jabavu to J.Rose Innes, 19 June 1893 (R.I.P.)
(59) Hofmeyr, op. cit., p. 455.

(60) E.H.Walton to J.X.lerriman, 14 Hovember 1893 (i.P.)
261) Cape Times, 12 February 1894.

62) Eastern Peovince Herald, 19 larch 1894.
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leadership of the 2rogresaive_Party. He had interviewed Innes
;hnd urged upon him té;take‘theﬂlead, In the course of their
| negotiation Nr. Innes agreed to lead, but impdsed unexplainable
conditions. These (negotiations) went on tili the close of
the session, and Nr, Innes never seemed to take the lead alto-
gether, Mr. Innes' excuse was his professional work, ahd after
the session he definitely refused to take the position of
leadér. The result was the general election saw them without
a leader and With no one to refer ton, (63)
ﬁhat were the "unexblainﬁble conditions" the Progressive

Iarty‘wefe unable to accept? Brabant said that "they could
not agree with the followers of the three ex-Ministers - - in a
blind-fold opposition to Mr. Rhodes";(64) from which it must be
concluded that the Progressive Party refused to set itself up
as a party in opposition to Rhodes. In fact the Party was
merely pursuing the path that Brabant had embarked upon in
January 1893 when he informed Innes that he supported Rhodes
as Premier, which was quite'different fiom supporting the
GOVernmentSGS) To Innes, who wish;d to see pure.party govern-
ment introduced in the Cape Colony, the stand taken by the Pro-
greséive Party denoted a cdmplete denial of this principle.
The Party was prepared to support Rhodes in spite of the fact
that he was enabling‘the Bond to achieve the enactment of its
| policy without éssuming ministerial responsibility. It may
therefore be deduéed that the"unexplainable conditions" innes
imposed were in the nature of a demand that the Prbgressive
'Party‘adopt his main tenet, a demand which the "Party of Plunder"
was unable to accept, because of its adherence to the parish

pump influence in colonial politics. For this reason Innes, who

(63) 1Ibid..
(64) 1bvid.. .
(65) E.Y.Brabant to J.Rose Innes, 7 January, 1893 (R.I.P.)
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belonged to the const:tutlonal Opposltlon, dld not "care for"
the leadershlp of the Progre331ve Party which had "no idea of
upsettlng the present state of affalrs“ As the ,_2. Tlmes
polnted out, Innes Was"not the spertsman to hunt w1th a
muzzled pack“ (66) | |
| Onee the Party falled to secure Innes as 1ts leader,
xt had no optlon but to entrust the President of the Farmers'
Congress with the leadershlp. Hon unsulted he was as a poiiti—
cal leader may be judged from the 1ncompetent manner 1n%wh1ch
he acted after it had become evident that Innes would:;ead the
Progresslve Party. 'When in October 1893 Innes outlined his
pregramme at Woodstock, it must have been obvious that hence-
forth the Party would have to conf1ne its electioneering to
the Eastern PTOV1nce. Brabant and has lieutenant Douglass
should then have embarked on an 1ntenslve election campaign 1n
the Eagtern districts where the Party's strength lay, but
Brabant contented himself w1th half—heartedly publicising the

movement at the Farmers' Assoclation meetzngs a%t East Iondon

and Grahamstown(67)
(68)

and Douglass addressed his constituents at
Grahamstown. |
At the Tirst of these meetings, Brabant reviewed the
parliamehtary session of 1893 and would have beénvcontent to .
regard his task as completed, had a question not been put re-
gardlng the formation of 2 politieal party. In reply he stated
that “he had fergotten 40 mention that/atmeetlng of all inte-
rested it was decided to form a political or progressive paiggz“

Had Brabant desired to publiecise and gain support for the new .

party, the opportunity presented itself on this occasion, and

(66) CaEe Times, 27 September 1893.
(67) Vide supra

(68) Vlde supra
(69) C 2 Times, 27 September 1893,
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then to judge by the Cape Times® repbrt of the meeting,

he had contented himself with'a mere reference to'the

formation of the Pregres$ive‘Party,‘andfbyiﬁéfmgéns spon-

"taﬁeously.

U1 The fact that Brabant' confined his speeche

“hakihg on behalf of the Party to Farmers' Association

“'meetings’ must be construéd as an indication that while

%the Bedford manifesto purporied %o outline the platform

bf“%ﬁé'"Pibgreséi%é”?afﬁy“,*in”éétual‘fact?it'bécame the

- programmé of the Farmers' Congress party. This conclusion
T 4d substantiated by the statement made after the gemeral

;'”"éiéc%iéh"ﬁy’Brabéﬁt‘thatfthey'ﬁad»f&iiéd*“to form a pro-

gressive party" once Innes refused to.take the leadership

- during ‘thé recess., This éxplains why prominent Farmers'
"Association members like Brabant, Douglass, Wood; Scherm-

' brucker and Warren contested the'elections as "unattacheds”
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Chapter IV

{w;ﬁ5 ‘{; In the two years preceding the Jameson Raid, the
énly 51gn1f1cant developments in the anti-Bond movement 1n the
-uCape.werevtozhe;n@ted first in the renewed attempts made by
‘thewFaimerﬁ';Congress.totformAapparty;'in %hevattitude adopted

A»by;mhe‘constitutional=0ppasition'regarding‘such issues asg

i Scab, the Glen Grey Bill and :the protection 0f»Wh63tglénd

£inally in the formation of the South African Politicéiyhsso—
¢iatiénvbyi1nmes and hié;fallowers,\ 

. The twelfth annual‘Farmers' Congress, which opened
~at Bast London on 13 HMarch 1894, spent much time criticising
the Executlve for its fallure to form a polltlcal party in
.1893(1)and in thls respect S.Cronwright-<8chreiner was the
“‘severest critic of the Congress leaders, Brabant, Palmer and
" Warren. | |

Members were however not to be déunteé by the

fruitless efforts made' during the previous year, for at East -
london Charles Southey moved "That this Congress is of the
opinion the time has arrived when Farmers' Associations should
extend their usefulness by adopting a political platform for
the purpose of organising a progressivéfparty in Parliament to
represeﬂt their,viewssifThat; with this object, all associa-
‘tions are regquested to fully discuss the advisability of poli-
tical organisation amd the form it should take, and imstruct
"their'delegatee accordingly at next year's Congress"-(z)
Southey 8 1ntent10n was {0 follow in the steps of

\the Graaff—ﬂelnet Farmers' and Political Association, but his

(1) Eastern Prov1nce Herald 19 March 1894.
» (2) Ibldno v L
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proposal, Whlch 1eft the quest1on of polltlcal organlsatvon

over for a year, did not recommend 1tself to those delegates

Z ”,who wanted to act immedlately. Consequently Hobson's amendment

; That thls CongreSS is of Oplnion that more polxtlcal power
:”should be assured to glve effect to 1ts resolutlons, and that,

.”ln order to accomplish thla, 3t is necessary that a commlttee

be appomnted to draw up 8, constltutlon and programma of prin-

_ clples, to report before COngress rises The committee to
-cons1st of the follownng. Colonel Brabant, M.L A., Messrs.
'__;Palmer, M LoA., Warren, M LA, Cronwright-Schreinier, Sefton,

_St?ﬁttona(Bestallo,and the mover9(?? was carrieds

Thls Commlttee duly met but found that the t:me at

w.its dlSpOSaI was 1nadequate for zt to carry out its instruc-
it;pns; ¥?.1$5 report it therefore suggested that Congress
_affifm the prineiﬁies that the time had arrived for the forma-
:iibﬁ of ah "Independent Party" in Parliament and in the country,

.and "that the Central Association constltute itself a political

(4) .

_:party and advance such. leg:slat1on ag it may cone:der necessary."
Further, each branch was advised to ‘take such steps as appeared

;_bestnquﬁiurthering that object, while a committee consisting

of Messrs., G.AoEincham,_G,M.Ealmer, C.Southey, G.H.Maésdorp,

E«Y.Brabant, E,R.Hobson and S,Cronwright-Schreiner was

suggested "to draw up and submit to next Congress a programme
3lgnd‘plan~gf.operatipns iorJthe:guiQance of branch associations
,,,;n,their;gctibnjand.for3combihing~xhem~fbr‘ahy'genera1

- purposes that may‘arrive@eg5)‘,.-'*

-~ This then was3§h93substancezof the Majority Report,

_for the Ninority Report disamgreed with it "in so far that it
P affixms the principle of the resolution rejected:by Congress,
yipﬁﬁtiQSJfo the whole subject of organisation for another year®, .

“f(TheﬂMajority-Repart,Was'hOWeverAcarried).

":(3)Ibid..

(4)1bid..
(5) Ibid..
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Here then we have two opposing views which probably
| were reflected throughout the Farmers' Associations~ one
section desiring political organisation, and as speedily as
possible at that, and the ofher éection hesitating to take such
a étep for fear probaﬁly fhat the Farmers' Associations would
lose members once the organiaatioh meddled in party politics.
That the Farmers' Associations were obviously the most suitable
basis in the Eastern Province on which to form a political
partj, seemed eelf—evidenf, and the fact that since 1893 they
had increased their membership from 1400 to 1800, while 6 new
associations had been formed, was a further recommendation.(s)
Thé Farmers' Congress 4id not however confine its dis-
cuséions to political organisation, for resolutions were
carried demanding a Compulsory Scab Act, the re-imposition of
excigse duties en liquor to be paid by the holders of licences
on sales made, and the reduction of the duty on wheat. Re-
distribution to secure proper representation of the people of
the Colony was also desired, a measure which was championed
in the same month by the Bond Congress.(7)

From the above report on the East London Farmers' Con-
gress, it may be deduced that while hitherto the members of the
various associations had perhaps‘been content to confine their
attempts to influence the policy of the various administrations
by petitioning Ministers, the majority of the Associations!'
members had reached the stage where they were desirous of taking
more definite political action by forming a political party
within the framework of the existing Farmers' Associations.

To turn from the country to Parliament, we find there
an Opposition led by Sauer, ably supported by Innes and Merri-

'man, and relying on the votes of Scanlen, C.T.Jones, J.T.kolteno,

(6) Ibid..
(7) Eastern Province H¥érald, 16 March 1894.
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CeP, Smuts, C. w Hutton, L Wiener, Beard, Brown, Berry, Tamplin,

. Hay, J C Molteno, Norton, Palmer and Vlnucent.(a) Withln thls

body there was prebably a dlv131on wzth Innes' Moderates

msklng up the one w:ng and the followers of Werriman and Sauer

the other. Thls lelSlOn msy however enly have been apparent

’ in tbe debate on the Scab Blll for Innes then referred to the

"Mederates" being 1n favour of the measure, a staﬁement which-

| ’probably was 1ntended to show that thls group, as dlstlnct

'from therest of the opposltlon, supported the Blll.(s)

The 1894 ses31on was dominated by discussion of the Scab

‘and Glen Grey Bllls. The former was 1ntroduced by Frest, the
' Mlnlster ef Agrlculture, and almed at stamplng out scab by

vcompelllng sheep-farmers througheut the Celony to provide

dipplngtanks.(lo) The 3111 therefore 1ntended to provide those

measures wblch both the Innes group and the Farmers' Congress

: Ierty had demsnded during the recent electron campalgn. It

becOmes clear from a dlvisien on a 3ssue such as the immediate

appllcatlsn of a Scab law, that in neither the Opposition nor

fthe Farmers' Congress Psrty the members were clearly divided,

when Rhodes, in order to satisfy his Bond supporters

who were strenueusly opposed to the measure, proposed, in

Committee, that the aﬁplicétiun’ of the lﬁw_bé?postponed till

November 1895511)eBrabant and Warren voted with Beard, Berry,
Brewn; Crosbie, Hay, Hu£ton, Innes,'JOnes,'Merriman, Palmer,

Sauer; Smuts, Tamplin, Van der Vyver and Wiéner against the

| ramendment, whlle Norton of the Opp951tlon and Douglass and

Vlntcent of the Farmers’ Party voted for 1t.(12)

The thlrd reading of the matered-dewn 5cab Bill was

"agreed t0 by 42 votes to 23, Merrimen, Sauer Scanlen, J.Te

Melteno; Hay and 17 Bondsmen ferming the hard core of opposi-

| tion to the 3111(13)

‘ (8) Accordlng to the Eastern PTGVlnce Herald, 14 February 1894,

thege were the successful Opposition candidates in the
general election, :

(9) Cape Hanmsard, 1894, p:l69.

) Thid b o

(1%\,Ib;d., D.361.
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The Glen Grey Bill, vwhich was introduced by Rhodes in
- July 189k, soughﬁ"tﬁ reconcile the opinions of two main

. parties in the House. 'Ig\théfpréviausrseésiggl1% had become

o elear that, while the Bond party and Innes and Merriman of the

. ﬂppesitian, ﬁesiged Lhat nat&ves 4n the Glen Grey area be-

individusl title to land, @) the Opposition -

. given full
fv.Innes anﬁ Merriman includeq = now saggested ﬂan.occupatlon
| tenure, safeguarded against Eurqpean"acquisitmn“ *.;{15) in
L _ffefsséneei,i- theziié?f‘afe'-,': the one grbﬁp desired legisiation which
- $3&1& all@wtﬁhe'EurﬁpéanSJEOigain possession of land in-the
Glen ,'G‘reyf,are‘a;* fhile the 'iﬁ;t—herv sought to retain the area for
;j-the?mativ@ @@pulation.{iéa ' ' '
} Rhaﬁes favcureﬁ the ﬂppnsition poliey and in order to
A~placate his-Banﬂ supparters, introduced a labour tax for non=-
g -.1an&hnlding nativea, who had not worked. for at least three
| months in every year. Furthermore he proposed to withhold
11 natives who exchanged their tribal

‘the’ franchise from

- tenure for quit-rent individnal holdings, holdings which they

were i‘o:'bidden to sell or mortgage without oi’fieial sanction a7
‘ - In the debate on the seeonﬁ'reading, Innes condemned the -
. .proposed labour tax as"very stringent class 3.eg:1.slation;‘fl8 )
.:‘whiie MErriman'S'pfopaeal in the CGmmittee:stage>to amend
individual title to certificates of - oecupation, was

1
aegatived ¢ ?) The %hirﬁ reading ‘was carraed with a majority

_ of 35,Jonly'Scanlen, Beaxd, Berryg Browny Fuller, Hay, Hutton, -

- Innesy anes, Merrimam, J.CoMolteno, 3.7 T.Molteno, Sauer, Smuts,

_Tamplin and'Wiener vutiﬁg against the m@tion.(zg) The Qppxﬁwsi‘i”:

g e .
R@se es ﬁpo eit. '«.’0 &
(é) mia. »

Hofmeyr, Op. clt., pA70 et, seq. o
'(l?} Rosge Imes’ OFis ’Cit-g @0105. .A.Walker, W o Py St
S g South Afrs call, Pe57e 1
(IBJfC ] 75“561 18%, p.4i0.

{(19) Ibié‘, Peit3 : .
(20) Ibid., p,we. :
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Nerton, Palmer, Warren and Brabant héanhesen to ‘'support the
) Mlnlster and ‘the Bond on thls 1SSue.

The Oppesitlan durxng +the 1894 se531on had not

' succeeded in. becoming a eompact.body as‘thesdlvzsions‘on the

,;,”Scab ana Glen Grey BLlls 1nd1cate.' o

Dur:ng the recess Inne S, Merrlman and Sauex addressed
,Varlous ‘meetings and Outllned the polncy of uhe Opp091tlon.
.These speeches are sagniflcant, no+t enly for the reason that
‘Gpposntlon polch was clearly stated, but alco because they
_\indlcated to what ektent the 0pp031t;on leauers had come to
,_jd:strust Rhodes. At Mowbray on 28 Janudry 1896 Innes con-
”demned the aetloﬁ ef the Governmeat W1th regard te the Glen
Grey Blll, Pand particularly the actlon of Mr. Rhodes, who not
only broke “the promises he made 1n regard to safeguarding

the tltle of “the 1and from the white man, but lost his temper

. in the House, and in a alngle nlght forced througb Parliament

,;a Bill affecting dlrectly forty thousand natlves and indlrect-
ly 750 thousand mOXe; .. “(21) Gn the subaect of Rhodes,
, Innes went on to Say that the Prlme Min1°ter s main and only
object in the Colony was "the furtherance of his morthern
scheme. In regard to all other p@litical.maftérs he was The .
Most Cynical Opportun:st who ever ‘took part 1n %he publie
. affairs of th;s country” (22)
Merrlman and Sauer from the same platform supported
“the V1ews Innes expresbed bu% Ln addltlen Sauef indicated the
Oonsitlon_strgngth during the 1894 session. While the nominal
g%rength.of the Opposi@iOn'was“22. he maintéined that in éctual

fact only 17 members could be looked upon as virtually in

7_:vepp051t10n t0 the Minlstry, a statement whlch was probably

_barne ou% by the thlrd readlng lelQlon 115t on the Glen Grey

_Blll. Sauer also 113ted 10 members as “IndependentS“, of which

(21) Eastern Prov:nce Herald 30 January 1895.
(22) Tvid..
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| 8ix called thémséiéés‘"ﬁfééiéésiveé" (23) ﬁhfortunately
,VSQuer omntted ta tell hla audlence who the members of these
7’}var¢0us group= wereﬂ. Qn the bu91s of the Glen Grey Blll -
: J‘~th4rd reading d:v151on 1Lst and 5auer s general observatlons

. at the Fowbray meetlng on the Qpp031tlcn strength, 1t may be

_uconcluded that the Eastern Prev1nce Berald'* analy51= of

the eleetzon returns on 14 February 1894 were substantaally

At Allwal North on' 11 March 1895; Sauer addressed his

censt:tuents anﬁ once. agaln condemned the: 1abour tax 1n the

erf Glen Grey Act. He then proceeded to ou%llne %he pIOgramme

',iof_ther@pposa%10n~mhmch in¢luded the devglopment o£ light

o féilways} fhe'reductionfef %ﬁe eosﬁ of éarriéée on produce
; ﬁo the lowest p@ES‘ble 11mi% in order 40 assést the farmer to
 deve1op the lang, the introduct¢on of an EXCLSé duty on

: ',brandy and beer, an’ export tax on dxamonds, the 1ntroductlcn

":of an immigration scheme and, finally, the reduct;on of

(24)

Against this backeround the mext step taken by the

. Farmers' Gongress %o orgenise its members politically must

'be‘viewe&. o

The- Farmers' cengress opened at Gape Town on 4th

;harch 1895.(2 ) crnnwrlgbt«Schrelner presented the report

‘of the Political Organisation Committee of the Central

Farmers® Association "which recommended that as & basis the

--Gentrai Assecia%ién sﬁ@uid‘pledge itgelf to"carfy out liberal
‘FI@QI&SSIVE pollcy and gl#e support to the party in Parllament

~which sball more nearly g1ve expr6331on %o such pollcy" (26)

| “‘(23) Ibid..

{24): BEastern Frovinge Herald, a1 March 1895.
(25) Eastern Province Herald, 6 March 1895.

{26)Rastern Province‘ﬁéragg,jS‘March 1895, -
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The3report wemtbonfte outline how'thie:suppdrt:ehcuiﬁ'be
given, 'MQQeeénté caiceietedi td'hicder progreen were tb’%é:
'ceppeeed, enly men ef 11berel and progreselve vlews should be
, returned to Parllament by the members of the Fermere' Aseocla-
fftione, and the repreeentatlve: thue chesen should rnelet upon ‘
“etrelghtforward methede 'in pclltice and upon adherence tc the
true prlnclples of Respcn81b1e Government"‘ Then ﬁoo 1t wae
suggeeted by the Cemmlttee that no member of the erganlsatlon
1;ehould take off:ce in any Ministry "wmthout consultrng such
members ef the Executave Commlttee of the Central Aeeoclatlon
:‘ as a are members of Parllament"' Thls no dcubt was intended to
”prevant a recurrence of an 1nc1dent such as’ was w:tnessed when
Froet accepted effice in the reconetltuted Rhodee Mznlstry in
1893. B | o
© With reéerd?to future boiicy‘end'parliamenteryﬁ
ei’eétiené; it was prdpdsea thet e’v{gilance" Committee of the
-Gentral Aeeoc:atlon be app01nted from year to year 40 obtain
~frem all branch Aesoclatlcns an expreSS1on of opinion on speci-
fic politlcal issues and to cemmunlcate with the branches in
order tc‘eneure'tha%‘men'eho would represent'the viewe of the
Gemtrel‘Farmere"Associetion were returned in parliamentary
'hyeaelectlcne and electlons.( 1) |
Thls report wee edcpted by the Gape Town Farmers'
Congreee but when 1t ie remembered that Flncham deprecated the
actlon of Brabant, Palmer end Warren, who hed played 1ead1ng
roles in the formatlon of the Progressive or Noderate Party

(28)

during the 1894 parl:ementary session, it would appear
that the decrelon was not unanimous. I% must be remembered
that cnja,previcue.ecceeiom members had voiced divergent Opi-
nions im.thisvccmnecticn,andxit seems poeeicle that Fincham

must have heen the spokesman for the dissenting delegates.

(27) Ibld..
(28). Eastern Prov:nce Herald, 6 March 1895.
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- On’cleser examination, however, it transpires that

>Finéﬁam3s'5ttack'oﬁ the»th$ééf1eaaef3'of'fheicentral Farmers'
iAéEééiétiéh was hqtflauhchéd‘on'tﬁeAgrOund thét”he wished to
'see his nasociation remein aloof from party politics, though it
.;;s:h§tvdeﬂied?£ha£'thié desire was partly responsible fot_the

',viéﬁé‘he:eypréésed;; Abéor&ingvﬁoﬂthe Eagtern Province Herald

Fineham @as prompted %o speak out as he did because Brabant,

Palmer and Warren had voted for the third read1ng of the Glen
- (29)

Th1s then seems to have been the real reason for Fincham's

"atuack, but it may . be argued in faﬂrness 46 him that the East

';Lenden Farmers',congress in 1894 had given no mandate to ite

tﬁféefmembérsiin Parliament to take the steps they did during

.!the sesszon of 1894 1o form a polntwcal party.

r:ncham 8 sta»ement does reveal, however, that Brabant,

- ?almer and Warren.ha&;made‘yet another attempt to form a poli-

$ichl party Guring the 1894 session, an indication that they

had not been dauﬁted‘by’%heir failures‘in ﬁbe-pasts And what '

is more, their effort to. form a Progress ve or Moderate party

“elequy shaws that'they.were sti21 unable 40 sink their

djfferences with the constitutional Opposition or range them-
selves behind Rhodes and hls.follbmerSs

| The decision taken at the Cape Town Farmers! Congress

iin March 3895, to accept the report of #ts Political Organi-

sation Committee, thereby agreeing to utilise the existing
déht?élnﬁarmers"Associéﬁipn for palifieal purposes, was a
'sigﬁificant event. Indeed; it seemed to be the logical outcome
of a movement which started in the eightiés when the poli-~
tically conscious farming community in the Bastern Province
l6oked upon their'Farmeré"Assoeiations as politieal forums

for want of any,bther suitable organisations. %hen, as the

years went by, no acceptable political combination with other

(29). Eastern Province Herald, 11 Karch 1895,

e
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Qpposition members’eeemed posslble to eounter the gTOWIHg
<power of the Bond, the members of the Farmers' As¢001at10ns
were left w:th no aiternatlve but to turn to the:r own. Asqoclan
tions and use them in order to evolve some mode of corporate
aactlan in the political fleld. | N O
L A polltieal party erec%ed w1th3n the framewark of the

| Central Farmers' Associatnon, wh;ch in 1895 clalmed to have
. branches in no lesa than twentynflve centres in the Eastern
PrOV1nce (59) had every hope of becomwng a force xn~colonaal
politlcs._ It only remained for the leaders of such a party 1o

‘overcome the obstacles whlch hitherto had hampered the various

attempts to form and reform the Progressive Party.;

(ii)
_%hén ?arliament met in 1895, Innes maih%ains,that it
had become nqugsary‘for,ﬂhodes,"to strengthen his parliamentary
- pasition",(3;)forlhe-had returned from Englaﬁd "with the foun-
dation for his new policy of active interference with the:
Transvaailalready 1&164,(??) That this was indeed the case may
be gathered from Rhodeﬂ',attemptvduring the sesgion 40 consoli-
date his supporterse . |
~ He proposed to amend the Scab Act of 1894 which had
been acutely resented by a section of thée Bond supporiers,:
though both Sprige and Frost were vehemently opposed to any
amgndme#t.(jj);a Bill to make the Scab Act permissive was fhere‘
npsn,intro@ncedbﬁy,g'private,member; Weeber; and when the two -
' Ministers denounced it, @ caucus was he1d.(34) Tnere Rhodes -
. “announced that the Government would accept a motion which -

~ {revised hyﬁhimself)_pr@vided that the Bill should be withdrawn,

(3@) ”gstern Province Herald 6 March 1895
(31, Rose Innes, Op.. clt., p.ll3.‘\f,,
(32) 1Ibid., p.112.

(33) Ibide, p. 11%.

(34) Ibid.- |
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pending a searching enquiry into the working of the Scabd

Act, with a view to meeting reasonable objections and to

fresh legislation next yeér if necessary".(Bs) When this aﬁend-

ment was put only Beard, Berry, Brown, Fuller, Hay, Hutton,

Innes, Palmer, Smartt, Wiener, Tamplin and Jones voted

against it. J.T.Nolteno, J.C.Molteno, Norton, Sauer and

Merriman had deserted the Opposition, while Fuller and Smartt

supported it.(36)
According to Innes' remarks during the debate on the

motion for the second reading, Rhodes had approached "his

friends the Progressives" and effected an amalgamation of

both Progressives and the anti-Scab party who accepted the

terms of compromise., Innes appealed to the Progressives to

reject the amendment because they had consistently voted for

a stringent, and compulsory Scab Act,(37) but Rhodes had done

his work well as the division on the amendment showed.

One other issue, namely the protection of wheat,
must now be dealt with; for though it doeé not serve to
illustrate thdes‘ attempt to consolidate his position in
Parliament at the time, it nevertheless proved to be one of
the main planks in the platform of the South African Political

Association.(ss)

This Association was to become the extra-
parliamentary organisation behind the Innes group which formed
the liberal and progressive wing of the Progressive Party
in 1898.

The slogan "cheap bread, dear brandy" was to be

heard time and again in the statements made by the leaders

of the S.A.P.A. before the 1898 election. This slogan was

(35)Ibid., pp. 113-114.
Cape Hansard, 1895, p.472.
(36) Cape Hansard, 1895, p.476.
(37) Ibid., pp. 472-473.
(38) Vide Infra.
G. le Sueur errs in stating that the South African
Political Association was an "organisation of the
colzured voters of Cape Colony". Cecil Rhodes, Footnote
p.? . : .
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based on the demand that the dutles on the necessarles of. l:fe -
flour, graln and wheat - should be abollshed and an excise on
spirits be 1mposed._ When, therefore, De Waal moved 1n May

"That the Government be 1nstructed to communlcate w:th the Free‘ ;
State Government the des1re of thzs House that in the Blll about
'to be introduced %o amend the Customs Un:on Tarlff Act of 1889,
4n so far as :t affects the introduct:on of forelgn meat, there
should be included some prcV1s1on whereby the present 1nsuff1—
cient tariff on wheat and flour may be 1ncreased s0 as to .

8

1mprove the condltron of the agrlcultural populatlon of the
'Colony" (39). it was soon to become apparent Whlch members were
to support the demand for cheap fOOda De %aal's motlon was
opposed by 26 members, namely Sprlgg, Slvewrlght Scanlen, 'f
Berry, Brabant Crosble, Douglass, Frost, Fuller, Hay, Hutton,
' Innes, Jones, Ia:ng, Merrlman, Norton, Palmer, Pearson, Sauer,‘_
Smartt,‘Smuts, Tamplln, W1ener,y?ood Brown and Vanes (40) |
Thls d1v151on Was taken on Nay 21st and a week 1ater
;.the South Afrlcan Polltlcal Assoclation was formed.(41) When it
is realised that the act1v1tiee of the Assoclatlon were almost
solely conflned to an agitatlon for the abolitlon or reductlon
of ‘the dutles on flour, graln and wheat 1n 1895-96, one must |
deduee that the div1sion on De Waal's motion prompted free-
'traders,llke J W,Jagger, to form the South African Politlcalu
Associatlon.(%2) -

On Nay 29th the Cape Times reported that a privete

meeting was held “for the purpose of forming a South Afrlcan‘
Political A38001at10n" . At this meeting it was unanlmously‘
"Regsolved that those present form them (sic) themselves into

i,an‘aesocietion for the study and prcmuigation of political

knowledge wzth a v1ew to further the adoption of liberal

(39) Cege Hansard 1894. p. 68.

(a0) Tbid., p. 122.

(41) Cape Times, 29 May 1895.

(42) Hereafter referred to as the S.A. P.a.
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measures and principles". Innes was elected president, J.W.
Jagger vice-presideht, R.R;Brydqne honorary secretary and
. George Trill honorary treasurer. It was also decided to
- postpone the election of further members of the executive
" vuntil after the delivery of the presidential adress,...". The
Executive was empowered to sanction the election of new members
and a five shilling minimum subscription was agreed to.(43)
- Innes apparently had not been instrumental in forming
this Association, for a stutement made at a meeting on 6 Sep-
tember 1895 revealed that the question of the formation of the
group had first been considered in May, 1895 "and the Hon. J.
‘Rose-Innes when approached, was found to be in full sympathy
with the objects of the association .....;"(44)
The first public meeting of the S.A.P.A.was held on
20 June 1895 in the Mutual Hall in Cape Town, on which occasion
Innes took the chair. The secretary explained that the main‘
object of the founders of the Association was "to érouse public
interest in the land in which they lived, in its history, and
in the course of public evente, with a view to promote fitting
~and just legislation, and condemning and opposing what was con-
4rary thereto, whether introduced from the benches occupied by
the Government or from the benches of the Opposition".(45)
According to the seeretary it therefore appeared that theS.A.P.A
~was not intended to be the organisation outside Parliament which
would sponsor the cause of the Opposition; its aim was to
support or Opposé legisglation soley&on its merits.
In delivering his presidential address, Innes
stressed the need for "some organisation of this kind in Cape

Town and also in the Colony generally..." for "no organised

political machinery’ existed apart from the Bond. He pointed

(43) Ibid..
(44) Cape Times, 7 September 1895,
(45) Cape Times, 21 June 1895.
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out that it was in order to allow "men of liberal mindé and of
broad and progressive views- to unite upon a "plafform compre-
hensive enough to include them all, and yet definite enough

to exclude those whoee bent of mind would render practical co-
operation impossible: that the S.A.P.A. had been formed.

Innes then proceeded to explain that Responsible Govern-
ment implied the existence of parties and that parties could
never make their weight felt without organisation. The S.A.P.A.
"was obviously intended to provide such organisation in the
future. Innes referred to the Ministry in office and described
it "not as a body responsible for a policy and standing or
falling by it, but as a number of heads of departments each
managing his own portfolio and pursuing his own course,..."

The duty of the Government appeared to be to carry out, not its
own policy, but that which would "command a majority ,
collected if necessary from both sides of the House."(47)

These views Innes had exvressed at Voodstock in
October 1893 and that hé should have reiterated them at the
first public meeting of the S.A.P.A. serves to'indicate that
the Association was intended fo form the basis of a liberal
and progressive politieal party. The programme of such a party
wag further outlined by Innes. The object df the Association
was not to "set class against class or race against race" in
the Colony. On the contrary,the S.A.P.A. recognised that
"the interests of the farmer and the merchant, the producer
and the consumer" were identical and that no section of the
community could in the long run "prosper at the expense of
the remainder' . For this reasor Innes stated that the Asso-
ciation would support "all libergl measures” and oppose all

that were "crude, unjust or harsh".(48)

(47) 1Ivid..
(48) Ibid..
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'There were two questions upon which InneS'thought the

members of the S.A.P.A. should declare hhemselves, namely

.A,Gompulsory Educatvon for Europeans and the "TaXatzon of the
;:necessarles of L1fe" - In connection wnth the latter, the
,Aspeaker referred to the resolution moved by de Waal durlngwﬁ

the session whlch urged the Government to arrange wwth the'

_.Orange Free State "for the 1mposit10n of a substant1a1 1n-

_,crease to the duty on graln ) 8 resolutlon whlch Innes

(49)

On the Native Questlon, the S.4A; P A. Preszdent said

[

. he felt confident that the Aasoclatlon would support "a
_”native pol:cy which, though firm, shall be moderate and just‘.
wYet another plank was taken from Innes' 1893 electlon plat-

,‘fbrm when he stressed the need for 1ncreaeed representatlon

AR .

-In external affairs the general policy of the S.A.P.A.

was stated to be “co-operatlon w1th the neighbouring States”

foge her

“for the desire wal to do everything pass:ble "to draw, the

'varigus white communlties“ in South Afrlca.' Innes felt that |

1this desgire was not 1ncompat:ble ﬁlth “loyalty to the flag,

- or attachment to the Empire”,

in coaclusion, the wofking programme for the S—A'P A,

.“

. was outlmned. It was the intentlon "to obtaln and circulate
..infarmatlon and stutistlcs bearlng upon the questlons Whlch
_£rpm,t1mgvtq't;me_engage‘publ;c attentlon ; while public

, meetings and lectures'would be arranged "to éncourage dis-

cussion and publ:clse the v1ews of" the S.A. P.A. Then too

. registers (voters' rolls) would be %atched and the candidates

.the Assocxatian woulﬂ support at the parllamentary elections,

/ .
would have to be men who. were generally in accord with the

S.A.P.A's programme.(so)

(49) Ibid..

- (50) Ivid..
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The Executive Committee was soon actively engaged in
electing new members for beifore the first business meeting of
the 5.A.P.A. was held on 27 June 1895, 200 had been enrollégf)
In addition, Innes' Presidential address was printed in pamphlet
form and was intended to serve as a guide to those centres in

(52) ,

the Colony who wished to form similar associations.
constitution was also in the course of preparation during July

1895 and the Cape Times predicted that while the principles of

the new association were being embodied in a definite consti-
tution, the number of members was steadily growing. The news-
paper also repdrted that the lead given by Cape Town was being
followed by Kimberley, Uitenhage, Port Elizabeth "and other
places".(53)

At a meeting, on 20 August 1895 at Kimberley, Olive
Schreiner and her husband S5.C.Cronwright-Schreiner, came forward
as ardent snpportera of the S.A.P.A, when they ufged that poli-
tical associatione like those at Cape Town and Port Elizabeth
be formed.(54) Cronwright-Schreiner on this occasion read a
paper entitled "Wanted: A Real Opposition" which was printed.
in 1896 as "The Political Situation". This address initially
merely reiterated the views previously exprescsed by Innes on
such issues as the irresponsibility of the Bond in Parliament,
the parish pump in politice, the Franchise sct, the 8trop Bill,
the Glen Grey Act, the taxation of the necessaries of life
and the Scab Act.(ss)

Once this was done, Cromwright-Schreiner went on to
explain why there had been a retrogressive movement in colonial

politics for the past couple of years, and how this movement

(51) Cape Times, 27 June 1895,

(52) Cape Times, 2 July 1895.

(53) Cape Times, 5 Juliy 1895.

(54) Cape Times, 21 August 1895,

(55) S.Cronwright Schreiner, op. cit., pp. 10-21.
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could be stayed, Cronwright-Schre:ner recemmended the‘
; L fermatlon of a new Progressive Party w1thin the framework
»'ef the S.A P.A. to combat the retrogresslve mevement.(56)
But it is not for this reason that his address deser-
',;‘vea closer attention, for Innes in effeet haﬂ expressed the
; same v1ews. What, howeve*, makes eronwrlght-Schrelner s
ul‘adaress 80 51gnif1cant is the fact that for the first time-
 :1n the Cape Colony someone attempted to warn the colonists
: that the policy Rhodes Was pursulng in the North was llkely
' to Pave dlsastrOus results 1n Souoh africa." |
| The Bond and a 'Band of mOnepolnsts' were‘respoﬁﬂ
'szbie for the retrogressive mevement in xecent years, Gron-
"wrlght-Schreiner stated. The Mnnopol;sts wanted complete
cantrel of political machlnery". notably in the Cape 601ony,
) in order to increaee thear wealth, to resist taxatlon upon
1ndustries of which they possesned monOpalie and to extend
__their explo1tat10ns 1nto adaoinang terrltorles.(57) In the
Cape Col@ny the Monopollats had gazned control over tbe
;“Retrogrgssive‘Element in %he Bond Party" by the slmp;e €3en
pedient'"af efferinglfo sﬁpport'these refrcgreésivé‘measufes
whlch wmthout 1ts aad could never have feund a piace on our
_Golonial Stateﬁbook" (58) ?urthermore, Cronwrlght—Schrelner
was not convinced by the line frequently taken in this l'
| connectlon that Rhodes was "slowly underminlng the Bond amd
so 1et hlm not ‘have interference" (59) He felt the alliance
between the MonOpollst (Rhoaes) and the retrogressave element
in the Bond party only servea to praduce the contlnual
‘enaetment of measurea wh1ch would have to be undone 1n the

future, vmhls‘coalition was merely unpicking the progre551ve

(56) Ibldo, pp. 86 et sq.,
(57) Ibid., pp. 37-39. -
- (58) Ibid., pp. 40-41.
(59) Ibid.; p. 46.
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enactments of the past and enabling the Monopolist Party

to c.rry out unhémpered financial depredations in the Cape
Colony and the Northern Territories.(eo)“lt is this coalition"
Cronwright-Schreiner maintained, "which, by giving political
lpower to enormously wealthy'individualé, is corroding our
public life, till the principle that every man has his pricev
énd can be squared, if you can only find his figure, is
becoming an egtablished dogma".(61) He also expreased the
view that the colonists were prepared to connive at the kono-
pblist Party's intention to annihilate the two states
adjoining the Colony for the reason that the ultimate effect
of this policy would be to make Englishman dominant throughout

(62) Cronwright-8chreiner felt that the

South Africa..
Colony %would have to pay too dearly for British éxtension to
the North. He rounded off his attack on Rhodes' policy by
asking: "Is it for colonisation carried out on such lines as
Egggg‘that the Cape Colony is to be asked to sacrifice its
internal political and social welfare. Is it to aid and abet
a handful of men in gaining this disastrous control over South
Africa and its resources that the Cape Colony is to obliterate
itselt?s...."(63) |

Now while it is true that Cronwright-Schreiner
perhaps tended to exaggerate the likely effect of Rhodes'
policy on the Cape Colony, he did have the foresight to inter-
pret the events which were unfolding in the_country;during
1895 and to apeak out quite unequivocally onceAhe realised
the implications of Rhodes!' plan. Others in the cdlony had in

the past condemned the dual position Rhodes was occupying as

(60) Ibido, p.43.
(61)Ibid., pp.4%-44.
(62) Ibido, PP 45"460
(63) Ibid., pl.71.
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Premier of the Colony and!mﬁhéging-@irec%or;éf the British
South Africa‘Gompany,-ahd"iﬂﬁeéqhéﬁ“brieflj referred to
. Rhodes ag being solely preoceupied w:th furthering his
i‘Horthern Palicy.(64) ‘But only Cronnright-Schreiner had seen
ifit 0 predict hew dlsastrous the rssults of such a policy
‘ﬂwauld be fer South Airlca if Rhodes were allowed to pursue
i his object, nnhampered by %hose politlclana in the Cape
vﬁnrllament who had 1t in thelr pcwer to curb any ‘hasty
‘ vacti0n on bhe part of thezr ?remier. )
| | . Qn what greunds oould Grnnwright-uchrelner have
‘,based hlg‘attack on Rhodeg? Ehodes had a331duously been
 pursu1ng his plan for unlon of the Stateﬁ and colonies in
' ;South ﬁfrlea and by the end of 1894 the Lransvaal was at
:Llast securely hemmed in.(ss) It remaﬁne& for uhlo State to
i;v o»operate to endble Rhodes to complete his scheme for union.
| ; It Qeems unllkely that CronwrightaSchrelnpr was

waware of the faxeful 1nterV1ew Rhsdes had WIth Kruger at

Pretorla in October 1894,(65)

50 that the conclusion he

| reached 1n August 1895, that disaster w0uld follow if Rhodes
';'were allowed to pursue hls pellcy, nust have been based on
l?other events. 'There vas,y for instance. Krugerfe-appeal for
vfassistance to the Kalser in January 1895,te indicate the

polzcy the Trangvaal President intended to pursue,(67)
(68)

while
:.the breakdown of the Rallway Coaference 1n Aprilt must
:fhave convinced Cronwright-sGhreiner that the Transvaal would
?be unllkely co»operate 1n Rhodes' 1arger scheme for union.
Then too there had been the appointment of Sir Hercules

Robinson as Governor of the Cape celony in succession to

Slr Henry Ioch, an appozntment whlch had ;esulted in a

(64) Vide supra

(65) Williams, op. clte, p.259.¢

- (66) Rose Innes, ope cit., p. 109.

(67) Williams, Op. Cit., D. 254, |

(68) J.van der Poel, Railway and Customs Policies in
South Africa, ps-8%.
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meeting of protest being. cailed in Gape Town;-fgr'the gove:nore
designaue wag known-to be a. shareholder ln the Qhartered |
| iCompany and a Dn“ector of De. Beers.(sg) Elnally in July
;, Rhodes had moved in the Houﬁe that 1t was expeaient that the
;uvlcrown Golony of Brltl“h Bechuaualand should be anneyed ta the |

(IO) S _ _ R

ffﬂ These prebably were the events whwch we:ghed so :
‘heavily uith Cronwrlght-Schreiner and caused hlm to stdé ;A
warnlng at Kimberley in August 1895. How did Cronwright—
' ‘Schreiner hope to prevent the disaster? The acheme ha outlzned
was. eerta1nly not designed to effect any lmmedlate check on
;_ Rhodes or the. Menepeligts for he proposed that “a truly Pro~
gress:ve movement in Colonial affairs" be 3naugurated (71)

| He believed that there. was a truly "Erogressnve ”
Element® in every town and village and that it had become"
_inopezatlv& becauss it lacked erganlsatmon . A 1eader wasv.

(72)

‘vneeded - “alprogreesive J.H,qumeyrﬁ and the Preeldent of

- the S*A'PsA.'Geemed £0. Ee the'dbviuus ch01ce as leader of a.
(73)

party which would emerge from the united "Progress&ve
‘Assaciatzans" | Th:s Party weuld adopt as i%s programme ali
thoge measures which Innes had outllned 1n his Pres1dentlal
addresses.(74) b ‘ | |
For the rest, the vzews expresaed by Gronwrmght-

Schreiner ad szberley in August 1895 are only of interest
inasmueh 28 they indlcated'that the eetabllshment‘af branches of
"the Sihe P.A. tbroughout the country could Ye used as the basis

on which %0 build 2 new. FrogressiVe Par#y.(75) Innes qu1te

~(69} Rose Innes, op. c:t., p.110.

(70) Cape Hansard, 1895, pp. 557-559

(71) 8. L.Gronwrnght-ﬁchreiner, op. clt., p. 81.
(72). Ibid., p. 91.

(73%) Ibid., p. 100.

(74) 1Ibvid., Pp. 108-113

(75) Ibldc $ ppo 100"'1080 e
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probably entertalned the .same hopes, but falled to drxve
this point home wbex he delivered his Prealdentlal aédress.

~ Barly in. September it was- revealed(76)at the
general meeting of the 8o A P A. thaﬁ memhershlp had 1ncreased

%o 430, whlle dlstrict committees had been formea in each of

. the six dzsﬁricts into which Cape Town was divided for .
. electoral purposes.f The Ca p lees reported that the Gomm1~

,jttee of the S.AcPeh, had dev:sed a Ysystem for increasing

. the electoral roll of Cape Town.,. and further proof of the

o —— "

 flour and. wheat.

- from Kimberley and Wercester "asking for: suggestions".

- activity of the Committee was %o be found in the announcement
that a ¢ircular, "copies of which were being sent all over
'the'townIandvcounmry",.had béen-campiled'inveraer to en-

_lighten the publie‘regarding the proposed increasse of duty on

(T7) This-circular'had-been'drawn up with

the assistance of. L.Wlener. M.Lshos who in 1888 had attempted

~to effect the formation of an Execise and Tarlff League.(Vs)As

%p'theﬁfo:ma%ipn‘af-hranehes-ef the S.A.P.h.; the Secretary

eould repoxt that three had been formed in Port Elizabeth,

Uitenhage and Kingwilliamstown, while there had been letters
| (79)

,'Innesuthen'laid before the meeting a draft consti-

‘tution for the S.A.F.A. The iirst”two‘clauses were adopted

‘uwnanimously and read as follows:

- "l. That the name of the assoc¢iation be the Souih African

- Political Association.

2. That the objects and aims of the association be the

promulgation of political knowledge'with a view 4o further the

~adoption of Liberal measures and principles, such as:

(a) The proper working of Responsible Government in the

,Colany upon Conétitutional lines.

{786). Cag Tlmes, 7 September 1895

(77) Ibld ®a

{78) Vide supré

(79) Cape Tlmes, 7 September 1895.
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(b) The adoption of a system of compulsory education for
Europeans, such system to be introduced whenever practicable
at the earliest possible date, and to be gradually extended
as the circumstances of the country permit.

(¢) The readjustment of the Customs tariff, so as to
cheapen the costs of the necessities of life.

(d) The imposition of an Excise.

(e) The prohibition of the sale of liquor to aboriginal
natives, and the adoption of a firm but just and sympathetic
native policy.

(£) The vigorous development of the internal resources
of the Colony.
| (g) Increased Parliamentary representation for such
districts and centres as are not at present adequately re-
presented, regard being had to population and wealth.

(h) Such other measures as may be presented by the
executive to, and adopted by, the association."(ao)

The third clause proposed "That all persons sub-
scribing to the principles of this association be eligible
for membership", and in reply to a question, it was explained
that ladies were not excluded from membership, and that the
constitution made no distinction with regard to colour.

This clause was thereupon adoPted.(Bl)

Clauses 4 and 6 concerning the Executive Council
were also discussed at this meeting and the whole consti-
tution adopted, but the substance of these, and possibly

asS
other clauses,w;;s not given in the Cape Times report of

the meeting.
Lith regard to the selection of candidates for
general elections, the President, in reply to a question,

stated that the Association, by majority decision, would

(80) Ibid..
(81) 1vpia..
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express its preference and that members who were dissatisfied
with the choice were expected not to oppose the ..ssociation's
candidate actively.' "If they could not vote for the candi-
dafe, they ought to stand aside, for if every member was
allowed to vote for whoever he pleased, the Association.
would soon tumble to pieces".(az)

During September 1895 the S.A.P.A. was acfively
engaged in conducting a complete canvass of the Cape Town
electoral districts in order to ensure the registration of
every eligible voter.(83)

In October, Merriman, under the auspices of theS.A.P.A.
delivefed a lecture on "Finance in its Relation to Politics",
Merriman was not a member of the Association but stated that
he "felt great sympathy with its aims and objects..."(84) The
presence of Brown, Hay, Wiener, J.T.Molteno and C,P,Smuts on
the platform on this occasion, indicated that these members of
the Constitutional Opposition were also apparently in sympathy
with the objects of the S.A.P.A., though there is no evidence
on which to base the conclusion that they were indeed members
of the organisation at that stage.

Two further public méetings were convened by the
S.A.P.A. during 1895. The first was held at the Good Hope Hall
"to call for reduced taxes upon the necessaries of life" and
here Innes was supported by Wiener, Beard, Brown, Sauer,
Hutton and C.P.Smuts.(es) During December F.Y.St.Leger chose
10 address a meeting on the subject "A Talk on Taxation:
Unequal Burdens” and this rounded off the activities of the
S.5.P.A. for 1895, (56)
In the last quarter of 1895 the idea had apparently

gained ground that a party was forming round Innes, for

(82) 1Ibid..

(83) Cape Times, 12 September, 1895
(84) Cape Times, 25 October 1895
(85) Cape Times, 18 Novéember 1895

(86) Cape Times, 13 December 1895.
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Cronwright-Schreiner wrote to tell Innes that there were
several barristers in Kimberley who were stout adherenfs'to
Innes' party and that Innes should therefbre try to arrange
his visit tp‘Kimberley_either "before or'after cirewit" as thése
men would be away for_ébout a month. He also suggested that
Innes address a public meétiﬁg in Kimbefley;>supported by
some of these barrlsters, and thus establish a group pledged
“t0 support the Cape Town programme..."(87) The newv party was
obviously forming round Innes and was ue1ng as its programme
the princip;es‘embodied in the S.A.P,A., Constitution.

The prospect-of a nev group or party being formed
at this. juncture did not appeal to Merrimamn, "You propose
quite fairly and legitimately td constitute a new group", he
wrote to Innes,(se)"which would I fancy from your sketch hold
eitreme views = on taiation for instance you woﬁld be pure
free-traders «~ you wéuld in practice oppose the meat tax
and by so doing you would incidentally strengthen the dear
bread lot. You would pin your faith to the existing scab
legislation and rigidly oppose any con51derat1on of amendégﬁls-
and by so doing you will in my opinion strengthen the hands of
the ignorant section altogether Q;ﬁ.

But it was not only the extreme views of such a
party fhat Merriman disapprqved Qf, for he stated that in
forming the party, Innes would break up the Opposition, thereby
strengthening -Rhodes' hand. Then too Innes would form "the
nucleus of parties on.English and Dutch lines - on natural
lines that is - For your stalwarts look at thém as you will,

are befd:e all thipgs anti-Dutch.," Finally Merrimanu

(87) S.C.Cfonwright~Schreiner to J.Rose Innes, 2 September
1895’ (Rcl .P.)

(88) J.X,Merriman to J.Rose Innes, 11 October 1895 (R.1.P.)
(89) Rhodes' proposals concerning the Scab Act during the 1895
parliamentary session had evidently prompted Innes to
include a General Compulsory Scab Act, in addition to the

provisions for fiscal reform, in the S.A.P.A.'s working
programme,
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predicted that the commercial and town p.riy would be infi-
nitely strengthened "as against the country .(90)
To kerriman who hated the party caucus because it
interfered with that freedom of individual judgment which
gave to the collective decision ef the House, in his eyes,
its special value,"(gl) any party was probably anathema.
That such a party should furthermore seek to strengthen the
commercial and urban interests as oppdsed to the country,
must have filled the Whig, lerrimun, with abhorrence.

On the eve of the Jameson Raid political organi-
sation of the English-speaking electorate in the Colony had
reached the stage where the ground had been prepared by the
Sef.P.A. in Cape Town and the Central Farmers' Association in
the Eastern Province for the formation of political parties.
As yet there had been no indication that these two main
groups were either prepared to support one another or their
separate identities. The political differences dbetween
Innes and Brabant during the past three years did not augur
well for the future.

The Raid was to prove that the groups they
represented were not only divided on the questions of the
working of Responsible Govcernment and fiscal policy, but also
in the attitude they were to adopt after Decemrber 1895 with

regard to Rhodes and the Raid.

(90) J.X.kerriman to J.Rose Innes, 11 October 1895. (R.I.P.)
(91) Rose Innes, op. cit., p. 73.



- 105 -

Chapter V
(1)

Prior to Jameson's incursion into the Transvaal on 29
December 1895, there had been no organised political party of
predominantly English-speaking colonists, either in Parliament
or in the country. While a politicael party seemed to be forming
round Innes, its formation was by no means assured, for lnnes
was fully aware that such a party would not have the support
of Merriman.(l) Sauer had given no indication that he would be
inclined to join such a party, and for these reasons it may be
assumed that Innes was probably hesitating before terminating
his relationship.in Parliament with these colleagues.

Before the Raid, Innes, MNerriman and Sauer had publicly
expressed their disapproval of Rhodes' conduct in colénial poli-
tics so that it seemed probable after Rhodes' implication in
the Raid had'been established, that these three former ministers
might draw still closer together, But in fuct the reverse
occurred, for while lierriman and Sauer gradually drifted into
co-operation with the Bond party after the Raidsz) Innes and
his supporters refused to ally themselves with the party which
had been directly responsible for the retrogressive movement
in Colonial politics., |

News of the Jameson Raid into the Transvaal first
appeared in the Colonial press on 31 December 1895 when the
Cape Times reported that the struggle in the Transvaal was "the
same as the struggle of 188l: only the parts are reversed".
The Uitlanders were fighting for the right to govern themselves
"t0 be free men, not to have to obey the laws of other psoplézz
Jameson and his men had acted on "a wild-brave-mad-silly impulse,

probably due to reports from Johannesburg that the practically

(1) vide supra
(2) Hofmeyr, op. cit., pp. 509-510.

(3) Cape Times, 31 December 1895.
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unérmed-crowd there viere going to be fired on“;(4)1n addition
a letterzfrOm'Charles Ieonard nas publishedehiCh recounted
the grievaﬁces'ef thevUiﬁlander pOpulatich énd stated that the
Transvaal government had -.shown "that it.WOulﬁiike t0 crush
Cape Colbhﬁ{ for that reason it puts such heavy duties on the
proaucts of the Colon;..,."(s)

S Hofmeyr, ‘ag spokeaman of the Cape Afrikaners, imme-
éiﬁiely'dieséciatéd them from the outrage on: the Transvaal by
telegraphlng to Kruger ‘"I hope your burghers will acquit. them-'
selves 11ke-heroes agaznst Jameson's flllbusters"~(6) Sir:

Hercules Robmnson, it was reported, had repudiated the action

’of Jameson in violating the terrltory of the South African

Republlc and recalled h:m.(7) Sauver asserted that Rhodes had

(8)

Jameson and hWis fellow Raiders were commanded to

retife frdm'the'Trahsvaél'ah& the High Commissioner called upon

‘ ‘ﬁéil.sriti@h subjects in the South African Republic to abstain

from giv1ng the sald DreJameson any countenance oOr assistance

(9)

it waa now 1eft 40 Rhodes; as managing director of

the B.a.A. Gompany w0 repudiate the action of the Admlnistrator

of Mashonaland, the domain of the Chartered Company, but this

he failed to do. On January lst, the Cape Times reported that

Sauer's charge against Rhodes was quite untrue according to the

evidence'aVailabIe,'bdt'agreed'that Rhodes was compromised on
the face of things."He had disavcwed "the mad business", but
was stated not to be able to “disown his frienmds to the extent
ihat\the High Commissioner for H.M.'s Government, very properly
(10)

(4) Ibld..
(5) 1ibid., pP.5e

(6) Hofmeyr, op. cit., p. 490.

(7) Cape Times, 31 December 1895.
(8) Cape Times, 1 Junuary 1896.

- (9) C¢pe Times, 1 January 1896
- (10) Cape. Times, 1 January 1896.
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According to the Press and Hofmeyr's statement, opinion
in the Colony on January lst was unanimous inasmuch as Jameson
was stated to have committed a colossal blunder.(ll) At Paarl
and Graaff-Reinet meetings were held on January 2nd condemning
the unjustifiable action of British subjects unde the command
of officers of the Chartered Companysle) while the Paarl meeting
demanded that "a épeedy and satisfactory explanation concerning
this most culpable action of the head officer of the (B.S5.A.)
Company" was expected from Rhodes.(lB)

That Rhodes was at this juncture dissociated from Jameson's
blunder becomes evident from lichell's reference to "a litter
of telegrams"” he had read while visiting Rhodes on January 4th.
The majority were from "Dutch supporters asserting their per-
sonal regard and continued political support, conditionally
on his public disavowal of Jameson".(14) |

On January 2nd it was rumoured in Cape Town that Jameson
had entered Johannesburg and logan was reported to have invited
Messrs. Schermbrucker, Johnson and Col. D.Harris to drink
"Jameson's health in champagne at the Theatre Restruant, in
Cape Town"¢(15) From this report it may be deduced that, while
centres like Paarl and Graaff-Reinet were up in arms because
of Jameson's aétion, there must have been many people in the
Colony like logan, who were prepared to acclaim the Raiders
and their leader, despite the High Commissioner's proclamation.

The news of Jameson's surrender at Doornkop 4id not

reach the Colony until January 3rd, by which time Cape Town was
stated to be "feverishly Jingo, and resented even the moderate

(16)

censures of the Cape Times on Jameson", A counter demon-~

stration to the "anti«Jameson" meetings was held in Cape Town

(11) 1Ivid.

(12) Cape Times, 3 January 1896

(13) Ibid.

(14) Kichell, op. cit., p. 277.

(15) Nidlend News, 7 May 1896. Telegram from Harris to Weil
at Mafeking.

(16) Cape Times, 3 Jamary 1896.
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and a petition issued from the Cape Times ,(17)for rumours

- were spreading in Cape Town that Jameson and his officers
were to be.shot.(ls) This petition was addressed to the High
Commissioner who at the time was en route to Pretoria and read:
"We, the undersigned Cape Colonists, desire earnestly to
represent to Your Excellency that, in the interests of the
general reconciliation and peaceful settlement now happily in
progress after the late deplorable bloodshed, Your Excellency
should treat the release of Dr.Jameson and his Comrades as of
more importance than any other conditions which the Government
of the South African Republic is about to grant.(+9)
%ithin a few days, Garrett relates, the petition"ran |
through the Colony; Kimberley, Port Elizabeth and East london

did the like;.....n(20)

That the petition should have evoked
such a response must probably be attributed to factors other

than the canard which had originally prompted the Cape Times

t0 issue it. By January 4th it had become known that Jameson
had entered the Transvaal in response to a letter of invitation
from the Reform Committee(gl) and for a while Jameson was pro-
bably regarded by a section of the popuiation in the Colony
as the champion of the Uitlander cause, who had been left in
the lurch by leaders of the Johannesburg rising.

But the publication of the letter of invitation, signed
by the leaders of the Reform Committee and relating the probable
plight of thousands of "unarméd men, women and children®" of

British race in the event of armed conflict,(az)

mugt have
roused some of the English-speaking colonists even more. True
there had been no concerted public expression of sympathy with

the Uitlander-cause during 1895, but when feeling was running

(17) 1Ivid.

(18) Hofmeyr, op. cit., p. 496.

(19) Cape Times, 4 January, 1896.

(20) F.E.Garrett and E.J.Edwards, The Story of an African Crisis
P. 247

(21) Cape Times, 4 January 1896.

(22) Tbid.
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high in the Colonyiearly iﬁ January and the ﬁitlander
grievances provocativelyipuﬁlicised'ih the létter Of invi-
tatlon,it seems only natural that British colonists should have
ardently supported not only the petition for the Raiders!
relgase but the movement which the petition repreaented.

. By January Bth, the Mayor of Cape Town was able to
wire to Slr Hercules Roblnson that not less than 10,000 sig=
natures had been received "without any canva331ng"(23)
indication that the pro—Jameson pro-Ultlander movement had
rcertalnly swept the country, o

, | As_yet there had beén no statement from Rhodes, who
the Cape Times stéted was sitting among "his Dutgh furniture
at Groot Schuur..., mute as the Sphinx. Amid the pelt of
questions, curses, cheers, charges and denunciations, he sits
mute. "( 4) Since January 1lst there had been talk that Rhodes
would resign +the Premiership. Ons land refuged_tq believe the
widely~-held view that Rhodes knew nothing,of Jameson's intentions
until he réceived the news on Decembex 29th, for it_reported
"from all éides we hear of weeks of preparation made for Dr.
Jameson's journey. In the middle of December (?7) a letter was
written from Johannesburg in which he was requested to come over.
Aﬁd yet we are asked to believe that Mr.Rhodes knew nothing
aboﬁt it...."(zs) It'seemed obvious therefore that Rhodes
must e}ther disclaim any knowledge of the Raid and remain in
office, or failing that, resign the Premiership.Hitherto he
had failed to issue any public statemeht. |

" On January Tth it was known that Rhodes' resignation
- had been accepted(zﬁ) and the public was left to draw its own

conclusion concerning the connection between the Premier's

(23) Cape Times, 8 January 1896.
(24) Cape Times, 6 January 1896
(25) Tbid.

- (26) Cape Times, 7 January 1896
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regipgnation and Jameson's armed incursion into the territory
. af the South M‘naan Republicn
e On the fallowmg éay the peaple at ‘the :capé fa.rst beceme

S avare of the fa.et ti‘:at X,aisezt Nilhelm ‘had sent Kru,gf?r 2

o congratulatory telesram after i;he surremer nf Jameaan and his

’ ferce afl; Daomkop.(..’ Ly 1e Hoi‘meyr re;mdmted ‘t:ne Kaiserts

B act.wn by eabaing ‘.‘so London that. “Africandﬂr feela.ng in Cape

: . ‘Golony was opposed Lo Germany mterfering in arn
nn -M‘rican ai‘i‘airs“ {38) “the. __ﬁ_g_ ¢

¥ way in South
Ames reparted that thﬂ

o ‘t;e;l.egram had ““united all Dutchmen, Englishmen,. kfrikaaers and
' all other dwellers in South Africa, against Cen‘!;inental
o interferenee.'{@g) But while npinmn -m the Cclony appeared
| %o e uniteﬁ on the subject af Continental interference,
'racial J.ea‘vage meurred between the Englﬁ.sh—-speakzng

: i uivcolenists, particularly those lﬁ.ving in the Frontier districts,

P _ and t.he Afri‘kaners vho were candemmg the Ba:.d and upholding

'Kruger 's actimas.
At the enﬂ of Jamary Ao 3 .Pal?;.er calied a meeting at Kei

“.-";"'Boa,d which thirteen farmers attended,$30). There it ‘was

- decided to form an Anglc-ﬁfrican fieague with. the vaguely
expressed object of pmmating“Bmtish snd African imerests"(n)
- A Purther meeting was arranged for February lst in order to
Anaugurate the I ;aeagﬁe»."(?’a ) By .January 2lst a provisional
comnitiee aansnting @f "the most impnrtant anﬂ dnfluential

. farmers" in the neigh’bonring distriets had been fprmed to

. further the desires of the commnity there.(33’

o The meetﬁ.ng 011 Fe’ ruary ist vas @.uly hew and. A.J 5
as Chaimaa, explained that "Recent evem;s had shown them
: that mare cohesion was re jﬂ’!;.?_».ed axnongst Anglanfricans, for
" they never kney vhen they might be cailed upon to show how far
they were uniteﬁ, B R. Harren stated that the ob_ject of

h (2?) cage 'I'imes, 8 January 1896. - , _
(28) Eﬁfmeyf’ ODs eit»g p.1+9'5. = o ’
(29) .;c_a_p_g dme; ,_ 13 giangar? 1896 g

YOIQ J-II’ p 321i '
31} Cage feroury, 21 Jamaary 1896.
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the meetlng was to form "a strong Anglo-Afrlcan party’, a

‘party which would succeed independently of the Bond, "The

prinoiple idea he thought was that Britlsh ascendancy‘should be

maintained,.,..ﬁ. It was thereupon agreed to form an Anglo—'

vAfr1can League, of which the first prlnolple would be "alle—hw
' giance %o the Britlsh flag,“ ard the second, a federatlon of o
- South. Africa.(34) | |

That this League was 1ntended t0 be an organisatnon f

' whlch wouldoppose the Bond in colonial politlca, became obv1ous

from the outset. The Cap Mercurx reported that to be the
obaect of the League's founders,(35) whlle A, J Fuller, speaklng

at Tolse Rﬁver, po:nted out that "They, in the Colony, were .

being ruled by a mlnorlty, and this small m1nor:ty wasthe Bond.
He did not blame the Bond but it was they themselves who were
to. blame for not being united, and it behoved them to form a
health alllance amongst themselves....“(36)
The reason why it had become so imperatlve thaten anti-

Bond‘movement should e formed at this time, becomes apparent

when it is realised that the Capo Mercury could report that

"Colonial Africandors“, acoording to Ons land, had'made up their
minds to Support the independenceof the Transvaal. British
supremacy in South Africo wés.being chailenged henoe the
decision to form a strong”Anglo-African rriy® in the Colon§?7)
The League's cause was no doubt promoted when the
Central Farmers' Assoclatlon Congress opened at Dordrecht,(38)
i6sas than a fortnlght aftez the Kei Road meeting to inaugurate the
:movement was held.v Indeed it would appaar that the loyal Colonial

League drew its supporters mainly from the farmers who were also

.members of’branohes-of the Central Farmers?' Assooiation.

(34) East. London Dls atch, 5 February 1896.

(35). Cape Mercurx, 21 January 1896

{36) Cape Mercury, 24 March 1896

(37). Cape Mercury, 15 February 1896. On February 11th Ofs Iland
referred to the impractlcabllity of Chamberlain's "Home Rule for
Johannesburg" ‘scheme and this probably incensed ‘the Cape Mercury

(38). Cape. Times  17- February 1896.
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In 18395 the Central Fafmers;;ﬁssociatién congfeaa decided
to set up a Poiiticalvorganisatibn cam@i%tee(ag)in order to
supply its membars with the basis Ef'a future political party.
To what extent thxs decigion had hee implemente& before the
Raid, is not known. It would appear though from the develop-
ment of the league anﬁ Central Farmnrs‘ Ae5aclat3an after the
 Raid that the :nit:atlve in matters of polltzcal organisation
in the Fastern Provjnce henceforth lay with the League:

At Dordrecht, Brabant was re-elected Presm&ent and a
Vigﬁlance Gommﬁttee, consistzng of Brabant, Kockly. Hiall,
Soﬂronwrzght¢5chreiner, Stretton anﬂ Bestall eonstituted.(4o)
Afﬁer.reaolution goncerning %gggg_gggg Seab, Pro#ee%lon and un
Excisé dutyvnn colonial spirits, Bas adopted, a motion dealing

with the Raid was debated, 1% wao agreed “ihat this Congress
| ﬁesires‘to ccnvéy to Hor Majesty's quernment its entire Gig-
.approval of'Dr;Janeson'a raid into the'SGuﬁh Airiean‘aepublic,
and concurautﬁat a searching inquiry be made into its origin
and objects. .t the same time Congrecs wishes €0 éxpress its
opinion that the tuitlanders' in the fouth African Republic,
ﬁany of whom are not onlyvﬁritish but SQuth.Afrieaﬁs; had just
aauee oi complaint, and that until their 1cg1t1mate grlevances
are radressed. the strained situation between the Government
.'and the ‘uitlanders® will remain a menace to the peace of
south Africa...” (41) |
- On March 28th delegates from an unspecified number of

Angld-African League brangheé-mét at Kei Road to frame a |
Constitution and here if was-déeided‘td assume the title “loyal
Qolonial lLeague*, for it was felt that tbis namé was not subject
(42)

t0 the objectiona "0 which the former name was lisble..”

L

(39) dee supre :
(40) Cape Times, 19 February 1896.

(41) Cape Times, 20 February 1896
{42),Cape Mercurx, 31 March 1896
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On & later occasion, however; Drs Darley Hartley, who became
%he’movemeht's firsy Prasi@ent, relatealthut after the Anglou
African League was formed at Kei Read, the Ioyal Colonial
Ieagué was started in East Iondon, and that thesge tvio bodiesv
«greamalgama%ed.(43) That the choice of the name Loyal
Gologial league was thought more suitable, also becomes ciéar
fram‘barley ﬂartley's explanatibn at the Kei Road meeting ;hat
f“it must be carefully borne in mind that the ulﬁim@t@ success
of such a movement aé ours must depend on the counting ofﬁ
heads, and anyth1ng wh;ch broadens the baszs upon which we
appeal 1o our fellow Lolonlals must be of 1mmenae édvanté;gg

Before the main meetang taok place on Murch 28th,
the Ked Road Lommlttee. three delegates from East London,
and three preas.repreaentatlvee considered a programme which
the Kagt London leaders had drawn ups(45) The programme of
principles which was subsequently adopted was based mainly
on the East london programme. ; .

The nfirat objects” of the loyal Colonial Jeague
atated: - ,

| "l. This League affirms most strongly its unalterabdble

loyalty to the British Crown, and binds itself to resist;te
the utmost any attgmpts that may be made to0 weaken the
connection between this colony and the Hother Country, or to
reduce Brxtish influence in South Africa generallys

2. It affirms that the true principles of Responsible
Government demand : (a) That every elector should xegard it
as a Guity to put asiderthe personality of individual poli=-
tieians;-and to)give hig vote only tdo such candidates for
Parliamentary honours as may be in accord with his own poliw~
tical principles. (b) That the1Ministzyv@f the dclcny should

be composed of men who are at one on all broad legislative

‘§43) Hﬁdlanﬁ Kews, 28 May 1896.
44) Eas® London Dispatch, 1 April 1896

- (45) Cape MWercury, 31 March 1896




;bvll4‘--

questiona. (c¢) That it is a mischievous primciple for any bedy

~of politicians to dictete the legislative,policy of the

country without aéauming in the person of its leaders +the
responzibility of carrying that poiicy into eﬁféat@

'Sa fhat thé league will exercise a health influence
et all elections for members of Parliament in favour of such
candidates as are in accord with its pfincigles and electeé by

ity and its members pledge themselves not to oppose the league

. ecandidate o

4. That the executive of the League shall consist of a

president and secretary, whe shall be chosen amnually by &

~ congress composed of two delegates from esach branch of the

league. .

BolThataiivmembera should sign 2 declaration af,prine

- ¢iples, and pay a small annual subscription to the funds,

6. Thatafter branches have been establiched, members

can only be admitted by being proposed and seconded, and elected

by a majority of the members present at‘any‘meetimgﬁ.(46)

The Toyal Colonial Leaguey like the S.A.P.A., desired
40 see the introduction of .true Responsible Government in the
Goloﬁy 80 that it should scem strange at first glance that the
founders of the League deliberately set about forming a separate
assoéiatioh. Their reason for doing 6o, however, becomes clear
when the cctivities of the S.4.PA. from the date of its inaugu-
ration until January 1896 are examined. |

During 1895 the S.A.P.A. had agitated against the

increase of the duties on imported grain. In Janvary 1896 the |
Cape Mercury could report that "the association lately formed
in Cape Town, an& of which there is a branch in Ringwiiliamstown,

| (4
hag not been favoured with an over-whelnming amouvnt of support:.

(46) Cape Times, 4 April 1896
(47) gape Merocury, 21 January 1896




The reason given for this was that the Bond poliecy of pro-
tection had the support of the entire agricultural population;
even "farmers of Englxsh descent" nere stateé to faveur the

sentimenta of the Bond on thwe Jsuuea(48) The Pramsters nf the

| League movement, who were drawn irum the Iqrming cammunaty in

the Border é1st:1cts,‘ﬁere obviously not likely to sympathige

‘with an Association whose main activities in %he past months

were ﬁevetearté agitating for a reduction on the duties of

foodstuffs. 1In fact that Farmers? Gangress'at‘Doréxecht had
f . y . - ¢ + 9 ¢ - '

| apparently not evén discussed the letter receiveé from the

S.A.P.A. "inviting ca—operatlcn in their efforts to @btazn a
reduction of the duty amd rates on grain®s (49)
But this ®as not the only reason for the formation of a

separate pelitioal organisatien hy English«apeakzng»eolon¢ets.«

vlmhe S.A.P.A Hed given no indica%nen aftor the Rald that it
~sympathised with the Uztlander causc. On January 4th J.Wallae

Blinkhorn had writien to the Cape Times asking ”mha%»zs the
S.4.F. Association doing'in the present criais? suéely thad
aseociation, if it is true to iteelf, oympathices with the de-
mands of the ‘uit1andersf?" He called ¢n the Exeeétive Committes

of theﬂSqA;P@A. t0 arrange a meeting of meabers Yo pass "reso-

1utioné s@ﬁporting the 'uitlanaers‘; 28 ‘the Bond ha¢ not been
siaw t0 do and sqpport‘the‘Krugerites",(?o).but no action was
taken, 7To the Frontier farmers who felt that the ﬁﬂ*ﬁer, vhich
was moet 'important and uppermoet in alil their min&s, viz. the
supramaey of British interest in Sauth Afyica"”, (Sl)the S.A.P.0,
had given no lead. They therefore tuok the initiative and

fcrmeé their own organisation.

! (48) ]bid. &

(49) Cape Times, 22 February 1896
{50) g pe Times, 4 Janusry 1896.
(51) bag e Mercury, 24 March 1896.
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The loyal Colonial League was eéaentially the creation
of‘British'colonista on the rroﬁtier wha,wexe‘inéeneed'by the
events which had fbilbwed onA%he Ja@esonﬂﬁaid, while the
S.A.P.A. appeared to be content to igﬁaré“theJQVQﬁ% and pursue
i%é 6bﬁect"éfvpremuigating.polifiﬁal.kh@wle&ge ir ovder to
promote the adoption of liberal measuree. in Colominl politics.

.  Qne~éﬂcouraging featuxeg‘haﬁ@vez, nas discernible
;_ih‘ihefobjects-which_the Ioyal Golonial League embodied in
its 3ansii£utiong,namely the decision to strive Yo introduce
pure party government ih the Colony. The Farmers on thev
. Frontier had comg”to appreeiate‘the fact that the Bond minority
wielded p@wer”in'farliameht because their répreaenﬁatives,
as well ag other nananonaa¢en, had been grepared o give
their votes to Government Bills im order tﬁvehtain favours
for their constituencies. Their decision to oppose this -
practice indicated that provided they could iron out their
6if£ereﬁces with the S.A.P.A, én nther.soaues;"the prospect of
- & national politzcal party being forped .in the Cape Colony

wag decidedly favourable.

(33)

In the week following on the‘Governcr's acceptance of

. Rhodes' regignation, Sprigg "with Hofmeyr's aasigtance, struggled
to form alministry".(52).ﬁafmeyr had declined to take office

and Chief Justice de Villiers, in'reapanse %0 requests from nany
colonists, including "Rastern Province polﬁtxclaaa“ offered 4o
form a Mﬁnistrg ©*if Hofmeyr, and failing hin Sprzgg, were anable
ta_ﬁowm a Qablnet".(sﬁ) Spriges howevery sueceeﬁeﬂ in getting

together a Ministry composed of himself se Premier and Treasurer,

};”% EgadWalke:. Tor@ de Villiors amd his Times, Ds 267
313--1!




" Hofmeyr as leader.
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Upjngton (Attorneyu@eneral), SiVewr*ght (Gommisaionar), To

Water (colonial aecretary) anﬂ P.B.Faure (Sceretary for

1 Agrjeultura) (54)

" Innes describes thma "stapugap administration” as

‘ dontaining three nominal Banasmen - Te Water, Sivewright
ﬂ"anﬁ Faure - of whﬁch only Te Water was a *ﬂafmeyr man" for

| Sivewragh% and Eaure " gympathised with Rhades*ﬁ”) fonee‘

again & Bond supported Ministry was in office and we £ind

 Gronuright-Schreimer stating at the Farmers® Congress at

Dordrecht in February that he thought "s Ministry should be

the mouthpiece of @ party, giving expression to the opinions

‘of that party"s The Third Sprigg Ministry did not Fulfil
' those conditions and he maintained that the Bond, ac the most

'poweffdl'béﬁy in Parliament, should have taken the reins with

(56)

Before Parliament met in May, it was to become obvious

"firsﬁ %hatv%he Innee-merrimanaﬁaher'éiliané@»in Parliament

was disintegrating; secondly th.t the Innes group would not

be pfepared 10 support the new Sprigg Minietry; thirdly that

" the Bond woﬁl&”not.givé‘ﬁho&es pelitical support for his publie

caraer which he had stated at Kimberley on January 10th was

- "just beginning, 57 unless he dispociated himself from the

Raid. vaiker (®®) and Hofmeyr (sg)have atated that after

the Bai&, Kerriman ana’Sauer5 who had hitherto been amti-Bond,

| came to sympathise with thxs asaoc:atzan and eteadaly moved

towards a ﬁorking alliance with the Bond". As the Bond was

& party to the Coalition Government which Sprige had formed.

| it followed that theze former leaders of the Oppaaxtien,

nould be prepared to eupport‘ the Third Bpr B8 Linzatry¢

B4 ﬁofmeyrg Ops Cita, pe 9508
(55+ Rose Innes, op. ¢it., p. 138.
(56) Cape Times, 24 February 1896

(57) Micheil, op. cit., P. 27%.

{68) Walker L. de V., p. 267
Yalker, W.P.5., p. T7.

(59) HOfmeyr", Op., ¢ite, P 509.
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Innes, hoﬁéver.Ahad tevﬁeiperéuaéed %o”éoAtha same and
on March 6%&-&erriman wrote to. hﬁm gbating that there was "a
reasonable 9roapect of oucceedang 1n farmzng on ;ﬂ%ellagzble
lines, a government that might carry *nta effect much uaeful;
vork".. Hey Innes and Sauer had for yeaxs heen Oproscing Rhadea,
he went on %o say, because tbey thought “his methoﬂs carrupt
_anﬁ likely to debauch and demoralzﬁe pub11c lsfe“ &nd %hazr
worst preéictions had been verafwed by recent evants. Kow that
Rhnﬁes was no longer in power in the Cape Rsuae, there aaemed to
be "a chance ef’aanning back pawex:tc Parliament and of, ahoning
that Englishmen agaFButchmeﬂ can think alike on bé@aﬂxgénerai‘:
ﬁrinciplesv, mer;imanthérefere appealed t6 Innes not to ailew
"personal di§1ikes to interfere,wiih.this.great aiaﬁ by deserting
thei:‘"little]pérty':and,ﬁarminga‘separaﬁe.grcup. 1f Innes wée
im%enﬂ on forming his party, Ferriman i@lﬁ an "BEaglish party
would be formed and this would result in "a recru&e@cence of
- Boerdom with all its prejudices accent uate& and A0t GROTMOUS
increase of power amnd influence 10 the Republica”. (60)
Now it does scem probable that the leadery of ihe BiA.P.A.
afﬁer the Raid hgd discussed the subject of support for the
Sprigg Mi@iet:g far a meeting of the Exeeutive,cﬁmmiﬁ%ee'was
reported %0 have takan place before NHerriman i'éte 4o lnneg in
. ﬂarch.(él) The questzon was hcwever net publloly sired then,
; but in the light cf & letter Innes received from Richard Sclomon

{62)

in reply to his own, it must be can&luded that the S.A.?.Ac

- Ewaﬂid@nt had sounded the membere present at the e eding ae to

o the future p@lzcy of the Association.

‘Innes probably ennounced his desire to pursue the
object of. formiag a progresgive and liberal poiftical party which
f would form part of the Gppasitlon in Parliament. It then became

:-(60) Jea.&erriman to J. Rose 1nnes; 6 March 1896 (R.l Pe)
(61) On 13 Jaruary 1896, ' Cape 14 January 1896,
(62) R.Solenon to J.Rose lnnes, February 1856, (R.I.P,)
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' neceseary for innes t@_aage:tgin the views of his supporters
and Solomon's reply céme back Yo may.éely on ny going with your
-auﬂgiag_bg ﬁarriman'elxetter,ﬁé Innes in &améh, ﬁt.muaﬁ
he concluded that the latter was'inteﬁt an‘ferming the new
. party, eunoerniﬁnghich there hzé been talk in.%ha_menths dnmes
dlately preceding the Raid. During the m@rliémanﬁafy sezeion
of 1866, this yarty,mé@e i%s~é&batn(54) _
A with regard ta.ﬁhodégg he had not resigned his aea%.in_v
- Ferliament, and aécordiﬁg $§,a-ﬁp@6§ﬁ‘he made at Lisberley on
January 10th, he ha@ no thought of retiring from public 1ife.
*Phere is'au iden abroéﬂ“ ke stated, "that Mg puklic carcer
hus come to an end. .On the contrary, I think i% ic just
beginning, and 1 hsve a firm belief that I chall 1've to do
ugeful work for this cauntvy“a(65)‘ Sipce 1883 his primsry
objeot hud been "a United South Africe, but og o portion of
%heyﬂritiﬂh Empire" and though the attainmont éﬁ‘%hia object
bad suifeved a éetéback‘beaause-af she gracipiﬁaﬁcy &% the
Reié and the unpreparedness of the Rand, Rhedes obviously had
no intention of ebandoning his schemas
It wes scon to become clenr 40 Rhodes that he would ,
not bavg %ha support of the Afﬁikaner‘ﬁ@na‘whmn'ha‘@aok up the
threnfs of his scheme for a United Scuth Africa. The Bond
Congreeos at Burgheradorp in March 1895 unanimouvsly carried a
resolution moved by AQV.F.5.hlan and goconded by the Reve 8.J.
- dun Poit, to the effect that unless Rhodes 9urgeﬁ hingels of all
knouledge of the plot amd of fawvouring the conspiracy and pro-
tecting the leaders, it would be impaﬁaible for tho Hational
afrikender Party to work with him on political g?@ﬁﬁﬂSetée)
Rhodes had refused to reopudiate Jameson’s conduct

vhen urged to do 80 by Haimayrﬁﬁq) auﬁ'SQEr@inera(68}

§sz§‘§ziﬂ~ ‘é e A IR N
64) Yide infra

(65} Wichell, op. Cit., p. 279. |

(66) Sotth Africa, 21 Hsxch 1896, p. 712

{(67) Hofpmeyr, Op. Ccit., pv. 489-501,
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Their entreatnes h&d fa:led te eixn:t frow Rh@&es the very
atatement wh1ch the Bana ﬁemande& three manthe 1a %er,.
' ‘f Rhodes nas st:li determs neﬁ that "the base in
Afr:can far a Feaeral Ass&mbly or fo; the éevelopmcnt of. Afrncaf
wzth iﬁs raiimay e@mmunicatxen, must he Gaye m@Wﬂgga"(sgj it

behcve& him t@ leok alsenhere far political support. in the Cape

Parliament., By Barch 1896 it hadfbeeamevclear.that yhealayal
- Colonial League with ita decidedly pra«&riﬁishfehaﬁacicrmﬁaﬁ 2
developd ing in the Pastern Provinces; but at that stage Bhodes

wap doing everything in hig power %o. protect the Qhamﬁer(7°)and
later tﬁ~supp$essa}remellian'inf&atabalelandg{?l}u;wnenmatv%Ee
oend of 1886 he was free to devote his sttention 10 the United
Spgthlgfrieé s¢heme¢ the,l@ague'was'well‘es%abiiéh@&.andv&éc§~

dedly pro-fhodes in character. Indeed, it seems likely that

some aepproach from this quepter had been made to Fhodes ap early

as April 1896 for Richell relates "In view of the approaching

opening of the Cape Parliament on J0th April, fresh atitempis

were now made to induce Rhodes to reﬁurn‘to.paliti¢a“g(ﬂg)w@né
ﬁiniluemtial”telegramv'appeale& 40 Rhodeg 1o be present “at the

opening of Parliament, or ag soon as possible afters 1L you de

presant you can rely on 2upport of all yaurlfrﬂenﬂsg~as,wall ag

a large number of waverers, and those at present uafavourably

digpooed 10 yoUsoooo” ‘73)

(4ii)
Yhen Parliamont met on April 30th, oniy two of the three
pglitical_associéﬁibns ofkﬁﬁslish;gpeaking c@l@niata\wgre repre-
3ented‘in the, Hoﬁse, for as Y% 3% was mot clear who ﬁhe repre-

pentatives of the Imyal Celonial Leaguﬁ in %hﬁ Asaembly were.

{60) Vindex. Opo Cibes P. 406
{70) &« vun der Poel,

g Jame: ﬂn'ﬁaaa, Po 156
(71) Willzama, op. C¢ite, Do 277
§72) Hichell, op. cﬂt., p. 281_

(73) Ibid..
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The central Farmers! Associ&t 01 was representea by Brabami,
Paimer anﬂ Weren, the B.4.PeAs bY innes and probably atheiZ?)
| - In March Samar haﬂ regigrned as leader Gf‘the»ﬁrpo—”

itian "deair:ng greauer Liberty of actncn,“(?ﬁianﬂ Jt ‘vecame’
‘necaseary to choose a succespor. Tha mﬁgﬂ,gm_m” raporte& that
la-meétiﬁgfaﬂ‘membérs nf-th@ﬁpaxligmaﬁﬁary*éppﬁaiﬁiﬂﬂ‘%aﬁﬂ:f‘
scheduled to take place on April 2ad 4o elect & leader and
camfi&ently“stated thet the Oppesition "now comprises Messrs.
,.xanes,:Merriman,:smutsg Tanplin, Hay, Berryy Bear&,'ﬁrdwﬁ;f
d.T.Holteno anﬁ‘J;Q.ﬁqlteﬁO“a‘ Th&ychanceﬁ~effﬁefﬁimaﬁ!s'é1§c~
tion tsvthExlea&ership‘ware éaiﬁ t0 be h@pafui,(76}

But Merriman was intent on “beeaming‘amvinﬂepenaent

member: $11) and the vacancy caused by‘ﬁauérfa‘resigaaﬁian:waﬁ

4 filled until Yey 12%4h, vhen Innes agreed to ieaé the

opposition, (18}

fuo days léﬁer‘i% wae reported that Berry,
Smuts, Jones, Beatd, Brown, Wiener, Hiutton, Mey, Tanplin and
JeleMolteny had vformally pkiged themseives to follow their
1eader“.(79) No sooner had Innes accepteanﬁha Leadership of
the Opposition "than another group, known as the Frontier party”
wasg rép@rteﬁ‘to have'made."ﬁverﬁures\@f'amalgamaﬁiom“;(gﬂ)@his
Frontier Pariy consisted of Brabant, Crosbie, Douglass, T.B.
Eﬁller, lawrence, Iogan, Qrpen, Palmer, Schermbrucker; Warren,
?h@mpsom,'Weda'amdeei;, mnﬁ-hxaug&t the Opposition strength

up %6 24, The Midland News ; however, predicted that 11 other
perbers were expected 4o aas@eiaﬁe_theﬁaelvas'“m@ra\ar less
Actively with the reconstituted Oppoeition: an@.liaied Herriman,
4.0 .¥olterno, Ffosﬁ,giaing,‘nyan,~3mawﬁt@ Rober 1800, Peargén,

Harris and Barneto %o substantiate thig tatement.(81)

{78y Brown, Bay, Button, J.7.l0lteno and SGuts werc present at
- S.AJP.h. Peotings in October and November 1895 and during
~ the 1896 session they bteceme members of the Liberal Party
. whizh had Innes so ite leader. Yide infra.

(?5) Fidland News, 31 Harch 1296

(76) Cope Times, 1 April 1896 ,

(77) J.Rose innes to J.X MNerrimom, 15 pril 1896 {N.P.)

{(78) Bidland Newg, 12 May 18396

(79). Hidiend News, 14 May 1896

(80). Cape Times article guoted by Midland News 14 May 1896

(81), Midland News, 14 May 1896
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This left Sauer of the old opposition and Schreiner
| supporting the GﬂVEtnmenﬁ in com@any with the Bﬁﬂﬂ members of

'ﬁw.Parliamant.‘_ I% soon hecame clear that Schreiner “vas te

~v"'u‘*lihi‘i51:5.“&:*!;:1@ kmct of 13

a ﬁammand the Bond party in the ﬂsuse”igz) and sa in the main,

hﬂ‘,vaernment and ﬁppasition were divﬁded on raeial lines.

:Lffle the Oppesition appeared t@ centain three groups,
u”finnes states (833that he- had “accepted the" hononr af 1eading

fberals who c@mposeﬁ the- cﬁficial Oppo~-

"””[7sitianﬁ for the L ‘progressive' sectaﬁn, torn between sympathy

~ for Rhiofes a-,na condemnation of hls latest metmds, yet unable
to eoalesce with.the Bend@ sat lonsely‘upon the Opposition |
‘ Abenches "(84) The L&beral Party in Parliamentfthns came into
 2existence anﬂ'we flnd CronwrighxuSchreiner cammenting on ¥the

_haﬁt?i’ of ten solid“ whi@h the E,_Timeg gave Innes. He feli

‘that this suppart was “qaite enaugh for a naeleus,eSpeeially

'-as~far;as I cam see, that they are gaad 4dependable men, our

-+ gtrength lies not in numbers to start with. Your acceptance

“bf“the'léadership - or rather this nueleus of the party I haVe
| _long desgired unﬁer you = fg the most hapefﬂl thing that has
happened for many a ﬁay".(85) o |

{(82) Bose Innes, TPs cit., p.139.
", Hofmeyr, ope. cit.y p.515%«
é) Innes Opo Cit., PPo 138“"9. .
{8k Innes errs in stating that the *pragreswive'seetien net
unﬂer the chalrmanship of T.E.Fuller, for he quotes as his
source of information Fuller's statement - -on D165 of his book

 -on Rhodes, The reference there was to meetings held soon

ﬂafter Rhodes assumed offiee in 1890.
© 77l Then too there is Hofmeyr's statement (op. cit., p.515)
' that in the session of 1896, the Progressives ®consisted of a
" Yrardety of elementsy all baund togethsr by the common band of -
allegiance to Mr, ﬁhﬁdes._ The chief of these wepe the Loyal
Celcnial,Leagu «esvy and the South African Political Assoeciaw
tiong.e.” s% it was not. clear who the representatives of
v the L@yal Colonial League wWere in Parliament in 18963 secondly,
- &s regards the Yecommon band of allegiance to Mr, Rb es®, the

‘ll»uncnmpllmenxary references by Innes as President of the

- '8.4,P.4, t0 Rhodes early in 1895, were. obviﬂusly unknown to
v ﬂ@fmeyr when he made his statement,

.. {85) ?éc.crogmrigbt-Schreiner to J; Rose Innes, 17 May 1896
o oEoFe)s : N _ _

4
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The new cab;aet soon showed that it hed no policy
donaerning the Raid and though in the speech frnm the Throne,
the dncursion was formally condemned and the hbpe expresged
- 4hat Her Majesty's Government would prewm & rocurrencey no
reference was made $0 "the responcibility of tho Chortered
Company, or its managing director', in fact the Government
made "no concrete proposals of any kinae,(%6) |

On tay 4th, therefore, llerrimn gave notice of a
- motion "That in the opinion of thie .ﬁousex; the exorcise of
8¢v§faign righte by a trﬁding én& finaaaialvaémpaﬁy speh ag
the British South Africa Compsnys is not Qensistanﬁ‘mith the
paaee and prosperity of South Afrieaé»that Her Ibjesty the
Queen Ge requested by respectful adéress %o tako the matter
into her gracioua 0ahaideratibng and by the revogation or |
alteration of the Charter granted 4o the said Company, to
make such provision for the government of the Torritory com-
prised therein as may t8 bor soon %aimb;e%‘m ) Schreiner
moved am anendnent $0 this motion exprevsing rogrot at the
B Rald ant epking thet o Seieat Conmitten pf soven norbders be.
appaﬁnﬁsd'té:inqafre‘into~a%9 origin and charmﬁtmﬁx(ﬁay A
furthar ameﬂdment wag moved by Innes exprossi ng the hope that
“gteps would Be taken in the South &fftﬁ.@a‘ﬁ- Republic "towarde
the favourable concideration of anyvxegiﬁimate griavancea of
the population whic¢ch had settled in that State from the Gape
Colony and elsewhere, as might ‘conduce to the peaae. unity

and welfare of South Africa." (89)
| It thus became apparent whot differences of‘aﬁinion'
‘between Lerriman and Innes had provented them from maintaining

. théii alliance in Parlisment. Uhoreas Lorriman demanded’

£6) Rose lnnes, OD. Cites De 139
87) Cape Hansaxé, 1896p pog
(8&) Ib')da, P 52
(ﬁg) Ibidog pd 720
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the revocation or alteration of the Charter and ignored the
question of U:tlander grievances, Innes focussed attention on .
the “legitlma@e‘grieVances of the Uitlander population”, which
he considered to be "the root of the trouble, ﬁheveXiaﬁenegbf
which was avmenace to the peace of South Africa, (%)

In ‘the debate on the Charter and the Raid, Merriman
stated that Rhodes had played *a large and important part® in
the conspiracy. The "piratical attack’ upon a neighbouring
State was’condemned and the Chartered Company - the;principal
culprits « had to be'punishedq(gly Scbféiner, while agreeing
with nearly éil,aerriman had saidg felt that: it was the province
of Her Majesty's éovernment “to determine the futura'destiﬁj
andlfgture.péaition of_the Charter@a cumpany“. He wanted a
"fuller anﬁ'more complete'investigatian than had yet been
_passible"\and therefore proposed the appointment of a Select
Committee to emquire into the circumstances as affecting the
Cape Go;ony.(gg) Innes, w&ilevcandemning the Raid and the part
played by certain of the Chértered Conpany's directors and |
officialsy felt that a judicial enquiry was wanted in the
present circumeténees. In this way the matter would be more
effectively dealt with for’a Parliamentary inguiry'ﬁbuid not
provide the solution to the 9rohlem canfrnntmng the future
of the eountry (93) _

Merriman's motion was defeated by 60 votes to 11, only
A8, du Plessis, Kleyn, Murais, Ferriman, Sauer, Van der Vgner,
Van der Walt,VVah Zyl, Van ﬁyk,,aoﬁbert and J.7,Molteno vdting
for it.(94) Innes' amendment was supported by 28 members, namely

Abrahamgon, Beard, Berry, Brabant, Brewn, Grosb;e, Dauglasa,

(@0) Rnee Innes, op. czt,, p.141.
(92) Ibido. p. _
(93%) Ibid., p. 97. ,

(94) Ibid. pp. 194-195,




Frost, Fuller, Hay, Hutton, Innes, Jones, laing, Zawrence,
Iogan, Narton, Palmer, Robertson, Ryan, Schermbrucker, Smuts,
Tamplin, Thompson, warren, Weil, Weiner and Wood. (95)8chreiner'e
anendment was then adopted without d:V1aion.(96)

On the 1nportant queation of the Raid, it was revealed
that J.T.molteno of the Liberal Party had Supported Merriman,
while the Front1er Party had voted solzdly for Innee' amendment.,
In additlon, Abrahamson, rrost, Iaing, Robertaon, Ryan and

Norton who, according to the Midlaqg News, belonged to neither

the Liberal group nar the Frontier Party, had ranged themselves
on Innes' aidé during the division,

On May 29th the Speaker appointed a Committee consisting
of Upington, Innes, Du Toit, lerriman, Schreiner, Jones and
Fuller "to inquire into the circumstancea‘as affecting this
colony in connection with the preparations for and carrying

out of the recent armed inroad into thé territory of the South

African Republic.” (97)
During this session, Fuller moved a resolution that

the recommendations adopted by the House during tay 1895, for
an increase on the duty on wheaﬁ, grain end flour "should not
be acted upon at the forthcoming Customs Conference: and
furthermore, that a material reduction should be made on the
present high duties on the other necessaries of life, and that
the Government be requested to give effect to this resolution
at the said Cw toms Union conference“.(ge) To this motion,
A.S. du Plessis moved an amendment that the words "except such
articles as are produced here" be added to the motion and in
this form Fuller's motion was carried by 43 votes to 22, (99)

(95) Itid., p. 195.
(96) Ibid., p. 196.
(97) Ibido’ po 200.
€98)Ibid., p. 624.

99) Ibid., p. 632.
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The Government, Liberal and Frontier membors and Sauer inter

alia had voted solidly for the motion against the Bond party.
#antier‘ﬁait'mqvéd fhat a Bill be'int:oduéeaﬂtb)amend'

thévcanstitution?ée as 1o give'mare satisfaction in the repre-

sentat:an of the colony, and asyecially so that every fiscal

ﬁivzsion he repreaented as far as posaible by a member "(100)
‘.!nnea ﬁhereuron moved an amendment which aought 10 umit all
the wards after "Gclony and this was agreed tn (1@1)

A Bill tc amend the Scab Aty Ho. 20 of 1894. and make
ita pravieﬁona parmissive, was Lntroducad by Van Zgl.(loz)mhe
Taeeanﬁ reading, however, was negatmvea by 40.votea to 28,
Merriman, Sauer and the majority of the Bona party opposing
:the Gavernment. leerals, Frontiar members and a few Bondémggz
Denied the aid of Rhodes, who during the 1895 session had
éffeéted a cempfsmise between Progrespives and Bondsmen,

vah Zyl was unable to alter the existimg’SOQb AT,

(3v)

_Duridg the Charter debaté:én May lsth; Siveuright
ﬂstated'that "the Frontier; rightly or wrongly, had got hold
of an idea that the ultimate view of an association like the
Afrikander Bond was to establish a grand Afrikandersnétion
south of the Zambesi right down $0 Cape Point, 1eaving the
Imperial.ﬁovernment Simonts Town as a port of call”. (104)
Now while these sentiments were not re-schoed in the reports on
the first loyal Colonial league Congress, it nevertheless
"Becamé abundantly clear thén that the objects of the Atrikander
Bond were inéompaﬁible with those of the League. .

'On Hay 26th this Congress opened at Queenstown. It was

attended by delegates repreaentmng Bast Lnndon, Fart Jacks@n,

5130) Tbid., p. 630.
101) Ibid., p. 642.
(102) 1bid., p. 227.
(103) Ibid., p.-447.
(104) Ibid., p. 124.
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| Kingwilliamstown, Fort Beaufort, Kei Road, Frankfort, Stutter-

heim, Queenetown, ¥hittlesea, MNolteno, Barkly Bast. Keiskamma-

' h@ﬂk,'BOl@g Tomse-River, ﬂathcart,»bpper-Gathcart,vﬁaku,. |

nylﬁen, Bolotwa, Kimberley, Beacénsfzeld, Herbert, Vryburg.

and Komgha (105) The representatives from the Border dzstrzcts

vwere elearly the predomznant grenp at this Congress‘ ln

vaddltion two delegatea from the Port Elmzabeth Palitical Associa-

tion and one fron the Uape Town 8¢A‘Ptﬁo nere present (106)
Barleyvﬁartley was veted ﬁo the cha:r,\ .J Fuller

appointeﬂ Secretary and nggzns aaa:stant secretary, ‘After

'relating the development of the Lnyal Colonial League, the -

Cha:rman stated that the supremacy of Great Britazn was be%ng

‘ undermined 1n the COIOny, that he trusted the leaguve would e

: never be racial "in the sense the Boné Was" and that the polacy

| af the League genetally, aas»“l;heral ana progresaxve‘,..g‘

The chief aim of tbe movement was ®t6 bring about party Governe

ment and responaibility + Darley Hartley condemned the Sprigg

administration which wasg “szmply truckling to the Transvaa{}07)

and in referring 4o the Chartered Company, stated that he was

in agresment with those who -said that "if the Cape Parliament

were t0 dictate as to the admansstrat:on of Rheﬂasxa, the Colony

‘ghould also dictate as to tha admznistration of the Transvé;gs) '

Merriman's motion concerning the revocatxon or alteration of

the Charter obviously did not ind favour with tho Chairman of

the Loyal Colonial League, an attitude which CQngresa sag later

%o support wholeheartedly. Finally , Parley Hartlev stated that

Chamberlain appeared %o be under the impre aﬁoa fthat pudblic

opinion in the Colony was entlrely in support of the Pretoria

Government" Ior he had been given this impreaaian by SJr

_ E105) Qidla gews, 28 May 18?5 '

106) 1bid.

(107) Sprigg had refused to support Innes® amendment concernlng
- the redress of legitimate Uitlander grievances during the
 Raid and Charter debate. Cape Hengard, 1896, p. 103,

(108) Midland News, 28 May 1896.



- 128 -

Herculéé”ﬂobinsoh, the Cape Goverriment, the Bond and Sir
Jacobus Ge flet and it was "for the lLeague to Disabuse MNr.
Chamberlain's lind of this idea”,(109)

!

Congrees then proceeded to deal with its aganda; It

- was decided to consider the'Cans%i%u%imn_in»Comﬁittee and once
this was done, it was adoptedu\-Thé'Midlanﬂ.ﬁggg mhiéh gave

" %he full report of the Congress procecedings did not reveal
the main points of this Conetitution, which was stated to
cover gixteen type-written pages, but we do-knom vhat the
*proviaions.conqerningveleetoral-ﬁroceaureAWere:; "S0 soon as
‘4he district Chairman shall become aware of the probsble
ocourrence of a Parliaméntary*Vaeancy in.the.district“, it
-ﬁaa'aaiﬂ'aawn "he shall forthwith summon the Electoral -
Committee to meet at a convenient place, and the Electoral
Committee shall decide whether it shall (1) Abstain from
electoral action. (2) Advige the members of the Lengue as 4o -
 voting. (3) Select a candidate or condidates. In any case
its decision shall be finalr,(119)

The Hidland News reported that vThe Leagué has now
(111) and

~been christened The South African League" it was
probably in erdei‘tc confbrm with the provisions of the
Congtitution that Blackbeard wags elected vice-president,
A.,J.Fuller, Secretary and treasurer and Whitaker, Blaine and
Vhite were elected as members of the Executive. Further,
five trustees of the political and electoral fund were
appointed. | |

Congress thereupon considered the restlutions
submitted by branches. It was agreed +that the customs duty
- on the necessaries of life be reduced; an excise 5n'spirits
“be imposed in the Colony; railways should be free from political
control; any alteration of the Scad Act be opposed and a Bill
?Tﬁg) 1bid. ' ' — — R h )

(110) Ibid.
(111) Inid.
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be intrdduced into the House of Assenmbly for a redistridbution
of seats. The suggestion of the Cape Town S.4.P.A,.'s delegate
that that Aaéociation's ¢lause concerning the development of '
internal resources of the Colony was adopted and Redmond Orpen
then moved th.t "the objedts of the Africander Bond are income
patible with those of this Leaéue".(llz) This motion was
carried and the question of the Charter then came up for con-
sideration. It was resolved "That Congress is QOpposed to any
Abrogation of the Charter being of opinion that Rhodesia
would quicker develbp under the Company's rule than as a
Cromn COIOny, and (that) Gongress gend a wire of sympathy
to Mr.Rhodes", (113) This resolution thus reiterated {he
views expressed earlier om by the Congress Ghaiiman, but the
roference t0 Rhodes here is particularly significant.

The South African Laague(114)ﬂemonstrate&. gquite
openly, its pro-Rhodes sympathiés at a time when certain docu-

ments showing the complicity of the Chartered Company and

- Rhodes in the Raid had but recently been publishef by the

Protoria Government.(llS)

| It s not revealed by the report of the South
African Isague Congress why it was deemed necessary 0 express
sympathy with Rhodes, but it may be deduced from the ¢ircum-
stances obtaining at the time this resolution was c¢arried,
that the South Africun League objected to the severe criticism
of Rhodes during the Raid and Charter debate in the Cape House.
. At the time, it is true, Rhodes was very ably dealing with the
 latabele rising in the North, 12®)uut the attack on the Charter
appears to have been a waighté@'réason for expressing sympathy

with Rhodes than the d:fflculties he was being callea upon to

(112) 1bid.

(113) 1bid.

2114) Hereaft{er referred to as the S.5.League.
115) }idland News, 2 lNay 1896

(116) tichell, op. cit., pp. 282-283,
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deal with in the North. ‘

Two resolutions were moved concerming the relatione
chip of the S.A.League and the S:A.P.A. and the Gentral
Parmers' Association: The :iret expressed éesire that the
. League approach the Cape mown”ptganiéa%icn "With a view of
ama;gamationﬁ(117)anﬂ the second that the S.A, Ieague "ﬁork
in conjunctiion wiih,the,cemtrai‘Farmers°_Assoeiaiﬁﬁn“.(lla)
~ Both were adopted but when it was auhaequenﬁlyupwapoeed to
‘*1nvitev1nnes %40 lead their party %m‘?agliament"@:the Chairman
ruled that thié’Wasvglxgg‘gggggsgllg) |

| Finally Congress dealt with subjecte of Uitlander

grievances and the Cape parliamentary leaders. The League,
while desirous of mintaining "friendly amd peaceful relations
nithvneighhéuring.etgtea“. wag stated to have observed with
apﬁrehensiom "the unfriendly and impossible attitude assumed
by the Transvaal Government in dealing with British aubjeets

. and_cape Colonists domiciled within their jurisdietian.cf%fg)
'”Qoncerning the pariiamentary‘leaﬂers, Crpen condemned them
{and particularly Saugr)vfbr $rying %é conciliate the Afrikaner
Bonds but when Fincham pointed out that Innes couvld nevei,be,
accused of truckling to the Bond, his statement wap aéelaéégéz

These then were the subjects discussed by the first
é.A.;@ague Congress, which wae reported to have been attended
. by delegates representing 3,500 nmombers.

If we now compare-the essential characterietice of
the Heh.P.A. and tﬁe«S.A.league, certain observations can be
made. On issues such aa:the.inzrodaction of pure party govefn—
ment inta Colonial politicsy the excise; the development of
the internal resources of the Colony, Scab legislation and
: inaraaée& parliamentary representation; the saﬂalaague and the
S.A.P.A. appear to have been of one nind. '
TI17) IBdiand News, 26 ¥ay 1866
{118) Ivid.

(119) 1Ibid.

(120) 1via.
(121) 1bid.
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. It is even possible that the question of the reduction
- of customs duties on the "neeasaarieakbf life" should be_iné
cluded in the above,list for the iidland §gg_ reported ithat
8 resalutxan tn this effe ¢t was earried at Queanaﬁownﬂ(lgz)
'<\When, however, it is rememhered that the Cape Hercury could
report the opposition of the AnglcmAfrzaan Leagua founders to
%h;aumeasure,(lgs)it seems more prudent to'a&apt-the‘view
that on this question the B@AjLeagae'and S.A.PaA;jwere not
unanimous. Lﬂnjthe4sub3:ci of Protectiony th@fggaﬁi@ague pro=
bably was in sympathy sixh,@heﬂceﬂxral Farmera‘iﬁssaciaticn
\and,hfrikaﬁer‘ﬁqnd,‘ovén;azter the Quesngtown Gonggess.f
”cqnqerningiu;tlan&er‘grievameqs,ithevS@AiP¢ﬁ.‘viewm
as expressed in Parliament by its President and his,Libefala
supporters, was supporte&;bﬁ the resaiu%ien carried at the
Quaenstown-@éngress. The one subject on which these twa.ergénia
gaiiang definitely disagreed therefore wag in their relation-
ship te‘Rﬁqﬁes aﬁﬁ\iﬁggvgggig the Raide |
o During the Charter debate on Yay 134h, Innes had pro-
bably voiced the opinions Of S.A«P.b. members concerning Rhodes
and the Raid. He denounced the advantage "certain directors
and ﬁf£icials of the Chartered Company®™ took of the Ultlander . -
discontent to achieve "certain ends and objects”s The Raid was
an-act of aggression "led by English officers behind the back
»afiﬁer Najeoty's High Commissioner,® Innes s%ated@<124)imy
implicationlnhodes wag connected with the Raid and it was the
 duty of the English section uf the population to disassociate
themselves "not only formally, but entirely, sineérely anpd
absﬁlu&eiy from the whole of the rai&.;.,“(125)»

Bgaring these etatementa in mind, it bYecomes apparent
that’Innéé,'and.prasumably the SsAsPel oy not only disapproved
of the part "certain directors and officials of the Chartered
2Zy 1vid. - |
(123) vide supra.

(124) Cape Baneard, 1896, Po 93 et SQ..
(125) Ivid. p.95%.
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Company” hzd in the Raid, but that they would have viewed
with alarm the S.A.League Congress' expression of sympathy
with Rhedes who had been;rrime‘minigtpr of.the Colony when
{the Raid took place, | | o

' That.the S.A.Lesgue was %0 continup»ta.supyprtwp-
VRhgaes soon became clear when 1t was shown how eagerly people
im'thé,cclony,weie.p:epareﬂ 40 support %ﬁa petition for his
reinstatement as managing director of the B.S.8.Company, 8

position whlch ‘he had reszgneﬁ from on June 25%&;‘??6)

Meetings were held at Port E11zaheth(127?,aﬁduar&hamstaw£}28)

vhile a meeting at lady Grey was_@panaaréé,hy5the lgea} Sehe

League vbranch . (12%)

. The mags meeting atieape‘ngn ﬁas stated
aot to have been promoted by the ﬁ;ﬁ;meague(lgoghu% when it
is realieed that %.J.Andefsong who presiéed at that meeting,

tvwo dayé previously had been elected Chairman of the Cape

Town branch of the 8.A.League, and fuithexmore was‘euppeiﬁea
6n‘the platform by the executive members of the same organi-
antion, (131) 54 seems obvious that the S.A.Ieague baé indeed
backed the demonstration whiﬁh resolved to put confidence
in Rh@desi 2¢hat excellent sﬁatesman,s "(153)

The extent to which the movement %o sseure the,rés;
instatement of Rhodes in authority in Rhodesia was supported,
 is revealed by an analysis of the signatures appearing in the
Rhodes® petition which;ﬁas‘presenﬁeﬂ %0 the GOVe;ncr_in‘
Septomber by Anderson, O'Reilly and H.G¢. Cadwallader. (133}
&lmost 9,000 signatures were obtained from peupla in the
Colony, and‘%hat at a time when the\ﬁepoxt of the Salect
Sommitiec on. the Raid had 3ndﬁcateé that Rhodes? compllcity

(126)J.van der Pael, The Jamesun Raﬁd, p. 182,
{127) Gape Times, 13 July 1896,
{128) gape Times, 15 July 16896,
- {129) ﬁage Times, 28 July 1896.
{1%0) Cape Times, 27 July 1896.
%131) Cape Times, 26 July 18%96.

132) Gape Times, 27 July 1896,
-{133) Cape Times, 23 September 1896.
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with that inroad "was not consistent with‘his duty as Prime

Minister of the cglony" (134)

Indeed it would appeav from the suppart given t¢ the
petitianvand'the_s,A.League ah&eh maintained its pro-Rhodes char-
ae%ervafter the Cape Committee had repor%e& an‘ﬁts finfings,

that Rhodes' conduct in ccnnectnon wlth the Razd was approved

by a_large section of the‘Engl sh«speaking colem 2tse

- - The Report of the Seleot Committee on the Jameson
Raid wag braught up by Upiﬂgten on July l?ﬁb (135) The con-

¢lusion arrived at in the Major by Eeport was “that no member

of the then Qolonial Government with the exeeptzon‘of the

then Prime Hinieter,......, bad agy knowledge whatever or
suspicion of the intention %o seﬂﬁ'aﬁ.grhea farce”across the
border of the South Afrioanvﬁepuhliggi.g@(136?A$ regards Mr,

Rho@es", the Report comtinued, "your Comnittee can come 1o no

- other conclusion than that he was thoroughly acquainted with

- the preparations that led 40 the inroad,.. but there is no

evidence that he ever contemplated that the force at Pitsani

‘ghould at any time invade the Trancveal uninvited, It appears

rather 4o have been inten&eﬁ to support a movement from within...
hut'your'ﬁommittea cannot £ind that that féct relieves Mr.
Rhodes from responsibilityeessese and they are reluctantly

forced to the conclusion, upon the evidence before them, that

‘the part taken by him in the organisation which led to the

inroad, was not consistent with his duty as Prime Minister of

the Lountry " (137)

- How it seems probable that Schreinev, in movzng the
adoptlen of thc Report, valceﬁ the opinions of a large section
of the<c010niats, when he stated that while the conduct of

Rhodes in connection with the Reid was to be condemned, there

 mas no suggestion that Rhoﬁes‘ motives were "grovelling or

- sordid"g (138) Rhodes' aim "ﬂaa a hzgh one" but ha sought 1o

(134) Cape. Hanaard, 1896, Y 693
{135) 1bid., p. 595

(136) Ibid., p.602.

(137) 1via.

(1'-!0\ Ibido Pe 668.
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a%tain‘it by evjl méanai ¢n the other hand thére musi have
been colonists who'were inelined %o agres wiﬁh\the"Minority"
Report, signed only by Upington,'that'while'ﬁnn&ea wasknot
only without knowledge of Jameson's im%entioﬁ, he in'ﬁact‘did
everything in his poaerWﬁo‘ﬁrévent %he'Raid ﬁwhen he became
avare cirnr.aaﬂason‘s-illegal'act,aag"(lag)‘Aftém all, fhey:
cculd have argued, the conclusion arrgved 4t in the kajnrxty
‘ Rep@rt-was baged meinly on &asumenﬁs contained in the Transvaal
Green Book(l403,and was this in fact a reliable source in the
circumstances? The m-ﬁomeyé&aneral {(Upington) had shown quite
| clenrly that he was not comvinced by this evidence and to the
_Iﬁaguésmen who had éxpresseatheiﬁ sympathy with Rhodes at the
L‘Queenstbwn‘congreas wheﬁ the documente werc fira%’published
by the Pretoria G@Vernmenﬁg<341)~there seemed ample reason
.new tﬁ\aoub% their reliabilitys ’ |
‘But a far weightier reason for ihe continued support

Rhodes wae to receive £rom the S.A.Icague would sppear to have
. baen the revelotior by the Select Gomm&tteé'thatfhhédes hal been
prepared 40 take active steps to cupport the Vitlanders, Here |
-then.was a mn the Leaguasmém eould rely on to chempion - the
~ Uitlanders in their demand that Keuger and his Haaé redress
their grievances. Support for Rhodes had become synonymous
with support for the.Uitlaﬁﬂer cause, Consequently the S.4.league
movement msintained its decidedly pro-Rhodes character and
rapidly obtained the support of all those colonigts who sympa-
:thiséﬁ with {the Uitlanderss And so we Lind after July that the |
Teague went from Strengﬁh‘%a strengths By July 25th, Darley Hartk
ley cculd claim %o be ’the nead of an 0rgandsaﬁ&an of 49500
(139) Ibid., p. 606. |

{140) J. van der Poel, =The Jamgggnr‘naigs Po 177
{141) Vide supra. ‘ . , ’ ‘
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members and forty-six branchesg«.g.."(l42) while new
hranchesaWEre‘GVen'esﬁablishgd_aﬁtSiﬁé thglcblany'at

MmfitZBuréléaé 30hanneéburgc<1¢4} :{"" '

(142) Cape Times, 25 July 1896,
(143) South Africa, 15 August 1896, p. 415,

(144) gbﬁth g;yica,:lg Septenber 1806, p. 666.
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Chapter Vi

(4)

In the light of the strides made by the §.A.League
in the Colony, it becomes necessary +o determine ite relation-
ship to the SﬁA.P.Aa, particulariy in view of the fact that
these two organisations formed the two major groups within
the Progressive Party in 1808,

It has been shown that the main source of dis=
égreement between these two political organisations appeared
to be thé ﬁréeahodes charaeter of the S5.A.League, ag revealed
at the Quecnstown Congrisg in May. And ygt in spite of this
‘éifference. efforts were.ﬁaﬂé by the S.A;Eeague to induce
Innes to becom its‘President. In Jdneg Innes received a
letter from his brother Richard, in which the question of
the 8.A.league leaaerehip was mentianeﬂ.(1) Richaré had dbeen.
‘soundéd~by membere of the 8.4 .league as to his brothert's
likely reply to a proposal that he should become the Presi-
~ Gent of that Organisation. On all.si&es»the opinion was
being expressed that “Innes must lead us® but Richard Rose
Innes told his enquirers that he believed his brother would
never accept the leadership. He felt that as Leaaer of the |
Opposition "it would be an act of political follﬁy to become
Pregident ofnthe Leasue“ for Innes could support the organi#l
eation "so much better from outside". @

A month later A.J.Fuller raised the question of
vInnes aaéuning the leadership of tha Leagve in a 1ettér'to
Richard Rose Innes.(a) The reply he received was: "I lmave not

written t0 him () nor have 1 heard from him on the subject..”

(1) R.Rose iInnes to J.ROSEe innes, 10 June 1606 (Re1.P. )
(2) 1bia. |
(3) A.d.Fuller to R.Rose Innes, w 23 July 1896, (R.J.P.)
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snd this time he gave as his reason for stating that his
brother should support the league "from outside and Indepen-
dently" the fact that "Hofmeyr was never Bond President. He‘
preferred a "free hand' and he knows politics from A to Zfﬁ)

Innes' refusal ¢o accept the I@adershlp of the S.4.
,‘league mst be dedueed from the v;ews he expreased con-
cerning the amalgamatlon of the 5.A.P.A. and the S.A.League on
September Sth. He was addre sing a meetnng of the S.A.P.A.
and ‘stated thaf "while the Association would cowpperate with
the South Afrzcan League fbr eowmon objects, amalgamatnon
vas not desarable in the present ezrcumstanees.... they
shoulﬂ endeavour to unnte aad cement the varsaus European
races. They could not afford %0 have them split into diifarent
camps. Iet them divide on princaples and measures, not on
racial 1ines" (5) Innes was probably nct directing his ree-
marks solely at the S.A Ieague, for the Bond organiaation
was prabably included in his reference t0 the existing poln-
tical d;visions on racial lines. but it seems likely that the.
5.A.League's racial character had prompted the §.A. P,
President fo édvﬁse against amalgamation. The pro-ﬁhodes—'
pro~Uit1ander sympathies revealed by the S.A.Leagua in the
past months did not recommend that organisation to Innes,
and it must be deduced that he had refused to‘bécome its
leader for these very reasons. |

Shoftly after Innes ad&ressﬁd the S.A.P.A. meeting

on September Sth, the Cape Times could report that a node of
"Anglo~Kafir Anti-Bond political alliance” had been sounded
:m one or fwo éﬁeeehes ma&e"by- leagwe smen, notably one by

Darley Hartleyﬁ(6) The Ca Cape Zimes condemned these statements

(3) R.Rose innes to A, J.Fuller, 25 July 1896s (Rsl.P. )
(5) South ﬁfIBCQ, i2 September 1896, p. 622
(6 ) Cape Times, 30 September 1896.
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a8 deing "grossly inexpediept“(v)g an ihdieutiaﬁ that the
raqialvcnaracter of the §.A.Leagwe was apparent:ta all. Yhile
" " thére can be no doubt %ﬁat'lﬁneé nas ubvidusiy averse 40 °
becoming the leader of anvbrgénﬁsatian]which ﬁaé)developing
along racial lines;‘his diglike of the S.A;IEagué'must also
have been baged oﬁ the decidedly predﬂhedes\eha?ac%er thaﬁ
organisation had assumed ainee”ite inauguration. Even before |
'_ the Rand, Innes had expreseeé his disapproval Gf Rhodes*. poli-
tical conduct.(s) xn Becember 1896, ﬁhen Rhoﬁes nas due to

tarrive 1n the Golony en route for England, Innes stated quite

Jclearly his condemnation of Rhodes' connection with the Raid,
"which was not only po}itically~but morally in&etenSlble,.S?)
He refused to be associated wi§h any pro-Rhodes demonstration,
" especially as there had been "no warﬁ?of'éxpiahation'ur regret
Lrom Mr.Rhodes" banceining his role.inﬂthé'aaiﬁ.flo)

It was soon %b beeame,apparent'that‘the S.AP.A,

‘and S.A.League did not only differ in the views they held with
regard to Rhodes. The S.A.P.A. in 1895 had been agitating for

a reauction on the duties on wheat, grain and flour md this
agitation was snppérted on October 9th wheh a mags meeting was
held to demand the abolition of the duties on flour and meate

“and the imposition of an excige on brandy.(ll)

The promoters
of this meeting pointed out that the organisation of the
meeting had "no connection with any political organisation what-
soever” . $12) But the fact that the members of the Cape Town
Brén&h of %hé 8.A.league vere prominent at this meeting, when
;‘.the SeAPehs meetzng in suppori of the agxtat;@n was held the

next évenﬁng ( “is an indication that the two organ;sat;ons'

(7) ibid.
(8) At HMowbray, on 28 January 1895, Eastern Pravznee Herald

e

January 16895,

(9) ang Times, 9 December 1896.

(10) 1Ibi d.
(11) Cape Times, 5 October 1896,
{(12) Ibid.

(13) Cape Times, 12 October 1896.
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‘wore unable to co-operate on thie question. The S.a.
_ Iaague Braneh 1n Cape Town was abvzeusly avare of the anta-
~gonism of Eastern Prov;nce branehea te the agi%ation, and
hence the desire to give the impre“amen that the S.A.League
‘branch in Cape Town #ag not sponsorsng the mevenmnt.
Resolutions protesting against the harﬁshmps caused
.- by the ‘exigting duties on graim, flour and meats and -
‘demanding thear abolition were adopte& at the'f;rsélgéetlng.
1;When;8prlgg,informeﬂ the deputatzan appoanﬁeﬁ 10 acquaint
him ofltheir'gehtimenta,;that he,ecula do nothing inlthe
matter to remove the.dﬁties without thé autharityndf‘the'
. Free Statasls) Innes proposed at the S.A.P.A, meeting‘thai
the Government aummon Parliament and lay thesge proposat:ona
before it, (16) | |
. The Cape Times Timea now suggested that in order ﬁo achieve
the objects of the movement, the next step should be t0 |
) organ&se, spread campaign literature and provide eampa:gn
speakers., It ?olntedvout'that the "Corn Laws were repealed
largely by a Manchester fund, ihieh spf,inkled hatagespellers
all over the land" énd announeeé that i¢ would start a
Campaign Fund to which a shilling per head cculu besubéinged’
Furthermore the Cape Times mnmee proposed to approach the S.APohs
~and 8.4.League to Organiae the eampaxgn and shoulﬁ these
organisations be wxlling_tq,accept the task, the money raised
would be handed over to them. The People‘s Shilling fun&
was started 1mmedmately.(18)
. By October 27th the 8.A.P.A. and S.A.lesgue ‘had agrees
"$0o act on the common sense 16&3 of parcelling out the

aountrym the Association taking the Western ?ruv1nce and

(14) Cape Times, 10 October 1896
{15) 1bid.

{l6g Qape Times, 12 October 1896.
(18) Tbid. |
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and the League the Eaeter,‘ccﬂ(lg) Méetings thrcnghéut the
cauntry were thereupon arrangeﬁ.

The fzrst indication that the Ieague was not whole-

'.heartedly supporting the Cheap Food Campaign becomes evxdent'

from a statement by the Cape Times in November. fThen it was
reported that the League was "divided egainst itself on the

(2°)and the central machine of that body was

Food Questionj..."
_ therefore not at the disposal of the campaign. That this was
indeed the case was admitted by Darley Hartley at ihe League |
Congress. in Port Elizabeth in Febrtary 1897 when he reported that
the cheap food question "had threatened the disrupt:on of the
zﬁague,q.."(al) |

Here then we find support for the statement that one
of‘thé reasons prampting the faun&eré of the league to inaugu-
rate a movenwnt distinct from the S5.A.P.A. in the Colony was
the opposition felt by Eastewﬁ_?révinee farmers'ta "a reduction
on the necessaries of 1i£e“u(22) The Bond policy of Protection
was atill favoured by those farmers who probably constituted
the majority of.the members o0f the S.A.Jeagues

During 1896 it has been revealed that the S.A.P.A,
and S.A.League‘differe& essentially with regard 1o certain poli-
tical issues. Wheréas the former was pursuing its pragramﬁe
of enrolling new voters and educating public opiﬁion in order
40 achieve 1ibéral and progressive legislation in the Colony,
the latter was more concerned with political issues extranébus
to the Colony.  The yopular appeal 0f these twe organisations
was theréfare.determined by the objects they sought to achieve"
Thus we find the ,nﬂu Times in aeptember 1896 comparing the
S5.0.P,A., and S.A.league asg follews: "The one seems all head,
the other all heart; the former revels in works, the latter
‘ walks by fa:th The Ascociation is the praetﬁﬂal machlne
33, 1 B0 Novoresr 187, |

221) ..»outhlsfr:ca, 13 February 1867, p. 351.
22) Vide supra. _
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undoubtedly, but the League has the recxpe for ganeratxng

'*team n(23}

'A8 %o their spheres of influence, the (ape Times
maintained that the S.A.P.A. Obtdined support only in Cape
mawn.(aq) On the other hand the S.A.League's influerice was

wiéespreaaa '1n October the S.h.FP.A, could claim to have

. 50C members on its-roll(aﬁlhnhile ‘the President of the S.4.

League three months earlier could report that he was "the
head of an organisation of 4,500 members and fortynsix' |
hrahcﬁéé,;;.s”: But over and above thené divergencies
the S.4A.League had assumed a racial character which wae _

sbsent $n the S.A.P.A. ‘In October, innes referred to this

difference when herstated“thaﬁ.the‘S.AaP;Aa "had never gone

in-for foorlish action or uninstructive talk..” He"thought

that the most important thing to be bornme in mind at present

.was . that they (S.A.P.A.) should endeavour to do everything

in their power to cement the various European races in the
country. .. - They could not asfford to have EBuropseans split

up into different racial campag...a"{gﬁ)

(11)

‘ Now while it has been shown that the S.A.league had
far Outstriﬁped the S.A.P.A. in its popular appéel in the
Colony,; it is interesting to note how this organisation was

viewed by English-speaking colonists whe were not members

of the Saﬁ om&gueo

. Cronwright-ﬁchreiner on July 4th read a paper at a
meefing of the Cradock Farmers'! Association on "Tﬁe Politicul
Situation”. (27) He stated that the League héd no affinity
with that organlsat$on which they had all striven for, namely

23) C gg glmes, 5 September 1506,
24) South ifrica, 3 October 1806
i25; Capo Times, 25 July 1896
South Africa, 3 October 1896, p.13.
(27) Fidland News, 7 July 1896.
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' A“a Prctgresswe ?artyg..." Tte Teague merely bore a "superw

o ficlal resemblance” to 1t in that it vas oppasea %o the

'Bond. He felt that the League wae “dxst:mctly racial, and,
ban the whole, an ant;—nuteh organisaﬁxon’ It was "not
Liberal and Progresslve in the true sensa of the words", for
while ite officlalﬁprogramme eontained “nothing to whicha
- I&beral mlght not subscrabe,' zﬁs profe sed liberal tene
"ﬁencmes were "belied by the fact that it has pract:cally
1denti£aed 1tael£ wzth a man who for yaars has faught against
‘almost every prggreasive meaaure’_that had been introduced
;nﬁthggcape Legs clature. cronwzighthchreiner‘aéaerﬁea that
'5Until‘the South African League disavows the fact publie;y"
that it has any relation whatsoever with Mr.Rhodes, na.liheralu
- or progressive. man in South Africm can-conscisntiously jain'it;
He gove as evidence for the assertion that the Lesgue had
-ddentified itself with Rh@des‘"thé.Speeches:made at the forma-
tion of the various branches amd 4o the action of sympathy,
an& lastly,;and.ahbve:all, 4o the fact which has been freely
stated in:the Colonial papers.aﬁd'which has never been con-
tra&;qted, that, at its inception, Mr.Rhodes was asked to
- become 4ts President". When the League "distinetly end
officially" remounced all connection with Rhodes ®and all
support of his political methods® and was sble to make it
clear that iﬁ was not an "anti~ Dutch party but a distinetly
Liberal ané Progressive organisation," he fof one, ané he
‘believed,many hundreds of other progressive men in the
Colony, would be delighted to join it.r (28)
W.H.HOQRIey‘was-unﬁeaideﬁ as to whether he should join -
the League and wrote tqflnnea fe:-a&?ice. "There seems to be
a feeling about here Just now that we ought to do something
towards gozning the Loyal League - and 1 have been appealed to
. (28) Ibia. “
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to take steps Yowmards that ené,’Persbnaily I have not felt
inclined to do so ~ 5o would like very much o know waat you
think of the matter and whether it isa desirable step to take,
"just now. My feeling is that we have gquite enaugh with the
pali$ica;sassocxgtlon;an& Eaxmers (sxg,)_congreus io work(ﬁgéng$
~ Hockley goes on to.say that while the Léaguagalready had so
‘many membersyandumany.merevflaeking to join it, he fei% when
the excitemént;nad died down, it would epllapsé‘ "1 héve;mﬁch
more faith-in samethingdihichtgsaﬁs slowly and gathers
'$treﬁgﬁh ag it goes along," he concluded, | |

~ « . . Innes was decidedly pecsimistic about the politlcal
‘situation, andthat this must be attributed ta‘the‘growing
gtrength ¢f the diét,inctly 'pm.-eRhodes S.A.league, becomes
apparent~fr;m his canesponﬁenca ﬂithjﬂerrimgn in Cctober,
Innes and Merriman hed discussed the political situaiion on
-Octoher 22nd aﬁd on the folleowing day Ferriman virote to him
referring to their conversation. "To hear the "gospel 6f hopo-
leseness® preached by the chosen lender of the Frogressives
was very painful -~ Never despair in politics as long‘as‘you
belieﬁe-ycu are rightg.a“(gg)‘ From what follows in.thia'lettet<
it may be deduced that Innes vwas £illed with gloom becauée the
S.A.P.A, was not éetting'the aupport‘mhich‘ﬁha racialistic
icague vas receiving, for lerrimn remarked that Innes' agso-
ciation was "running on purely financial limes” and that é
political party was not going to be founded merely upon those
‘1ines. What was needed vas & policy which would rouse the
people and Herriman sugge sted that the party should be formed
with the betterment of Foor Whites as its policy. "We ought

to make our cry~the\Elévation of the White m“(sl)he s%ated,

an indication that he had perhaps not fnnally broken his poli-

tical allﬁance with the. Innes group.

(297 W.H.Hockly %o J.Rose inmes, 20 June 1896, (R.1.P.)
(30) J.X.Merriman to J.Rose Innes, 2% October 1896. (R.I.P.)

(31) Ibid.
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In his reply to this letter, Innes qtated that 5nnce
3anuary lst he had held glaemy view" as to vhat was going to
happen in the South in general.ana-"in»%hxu’COlﬁny specially «.n
He felt that civil.War-waé,mat imprebable(ﬁz) and he might have
come to the ceﬁcluSion because of the ever~widening gap which
was’apbearing between the Bond and the B.A.league.
Berry felt that some good céuld§come fm@@ the S.h.league
"§f people of some standing  became members of that organisation
fox‘thén'it.might be "worked into something more powerful"
ané run oh more liberal 1iﬁesa{33) But Innes refused to accept
| this possibility. Fhen Berry was approached by some Leaguesmen
10 use his influence 40 persuade lanes o become the leader
of the 8.A.League, he quoted to thom what Innes had told him:
that hitherto the S5.A.League had been run on lines of which
Innes “could scarcely approve~' furthermore the a.ﬁ.P.A.
'demanded Jnnes' flrat concideration, and rofeasional engage-~
mente would be in the way. af his devoting more time to poligilsz
Fow while the viens quoted above arc obviously those of f
members of the S.A.P.A., thez Gape DTimes attitude to the
League may be regarded as less biased. This newspaper, under
the heading “Jingabanﬁ“ reporteﬁ that as the S.A.league did '
not have support in the Hestern Prav;nce camparable 10 that
which it enjoyed in the East, the Secretary of the Cape fown
branch of the organisation had written %o each of the parliae
mentary representatives'éf Gape-mown7amﬁ Cape Division “ealling
on them to show why they should not join®, (3J)T.E¢Euller replies
that he thought it unwige for members of Pazlianent to join
“theae out side asaecgatlena“@(36)
Brovin stated that he belonged to the S.A.P.h., that

the objects of thet associution and the B.i.league were to his

T52) d.Rose innes 10 J.X.Herrim.n, 25 October 1056 (B.P.)

(33) W.Bisset Berry to J.Rose lunes, 28 Hovember 1896 (R.1.P.)
(34) W.Bigset Berry to J.Roee Innes, 31 December 1896, (R.I.P.)
(35) Cape Times, 10 November 1896

(36) Ibid.
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mind iden?ical and he was awa:ting the amalgamatlon of the

tno bodies. (57 Boara felt that "over the League s the trail
of pacefieelgng"_amﬂ that‘the_Afrxkaner‘Ean& had alnays seemed’
. 1 hin practically bused on a racewfealang, even though tﬁis
'uaa d:aavowed by its leaders. He concluded by stating, "ﬁhiie'
equglly disavomed, I cannatf%iel that the inception and action
_of the South Africen Ieague tends in like manner to maintain
the unfortunate feeling of separation to wh1ch 1 allude"(Ba)

~ The cgpe,z;mee,then peinted out that the view Beard

éxpressed,Waa‘held by nine out of every ten'peagie who wero not
membersvog;tne}s,A,Leagaé,véné that for this:reaaen the organi-
sation had been nicknamed "Jingobend®. The Cape Times con-
cluded: "Thg_rgaSon;,o..,,why‘everyba&y-will.hava,it that it
means,rgca-féeling, is that nobody can see that 14 means

~anything else in pa:ticularg“(39)

(37 g,
(38) Thid. .
(39) 1ma.



- 146 ~

| Burzng the couree of 1896 there hai ‘been sporadic ex-
preas1ons of qympathy and euppart for Rhodes by S.4.1eague and
inuepenﬁent gatherangs. At the end of December Rhades' arrxval
in the 001any en route to appear before the Committee of

Enqulry appOABted hy the Hsuse of Commone, waa the occagion

vfor the S.A Leagae te arrange further pro«Rhodea ﬁeménstrataons.

At Port Elzzabeth\ﬁhodes receive& an en$hus;astic

welcome*Yand there he dispelied any idea that he intended o

' withdraw'from‘Colohial ﬁdliiﬁcs. 1 shall keep my seat in the

Gape House," he deeléred; 3beoause it is part of my programme

%0 shew to the people of South africa that 1 don't undertake

a career of 1solatzon“ (2) He was "determined to strive for

the closer union of Sorth Afrsca" of which the Cape Colony was
3)

%o he the 6ominant power. He shoved that he was fully aware
of the feeling af‘rewulsiéﬁ for his share in the Raid, for he

 maintained "We mus ¢ carefui‘l‘y cultivate .... the determination

% diamﬁss race £eélinga The %rue iﬁeé is not- & voce idea at

ali. It is a desire fof unicn"neag.i“(4)anﬁ in case there were

any in his avdience who siill doubted the necessity for such

& union, Rho&es'pointed out that in achieving this, a barrier

: . _ ©
would be raised "against localism, und also against the trouble

causeﬂ by the :ntruszon of the foreign element. “(5)

It was in this speech that Rhodes gibed fat what he
called the qnctuous rectitgggﬁ of hzs‘cbuntrymen“ before whom
he was soon to a;l'»}:ear.' (&) o |

Jt must have been obvious from the avatxan Rhodes

T3y ons 1and, 29 December 1896s

(2 Vanﬂex, QP clto' p- 5036
(3) Ibid., p. 504.
(4) Ibid., P 505
(%) 1bid., p. 506
{6) Michell, op. clt., p. 302.
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reeazved that he could . ceunt on the peéple et Por+t Elizabeth
for support. He nevertheless degired to obtain the asszstance _
of The anti-Rhodes "eetien im the Loleny Lor uhe fur%herance
of his closer -union schemeg and it was f@r,thzs reason that
he appealed to his audience 40 dismiss race‘faelihg. He
wished to prepare the groun&ifﬁr a rapproachment between
;ekisﬁiﬂg;political-groups.right at the begihmi@g‘af‘his,towr.
" Rhodes then proceedéd hy rail to Kimberley and Cape
Town, & journey which Williams describes ez "mexe like a.

triumphal progress then the penitemtial pilgrimage of a cul-

prit going %o mest his judgests(’) (
8)

At Cape Town Rhodes rece1ved an enthus:aetxa recep‘i°n

9)

end that evening he wag entertalned at Q.h.?uller 8 residence.
To this gatner;ng,thlrtyeodd‘farmer parliamentary colleagues

~ of Rhodes had teen invited and here we are told that the guest
62 honour “mde a more frank reference o his @reat one mistake
then on any othor ocgaeioﬁ". Fuller quotes Rhodes as saying
«“i‘de not so much regret 5oiﬁingvinfan attempt 1o force Presi=
dent Kruger into a juster and more xeﬁsan&ble pelicy, when he
had resolutely refused all redress of grievancesy but what has
been a burden to me is that I was Prime Minister at %he time,
and that I'had*given a promise that i_wauld not do anything
compatible with the joint position I held as director of the
Chartered Company éad Premier of the Cape Colonys OUn every
ground 1 was bound to resign if I tock such a cource as
vassisting a revolution‘against an officially friendly states
‘end I G4 not. 1 cen only say that I will do my best to make
aﬁonemehﬁ for my error by untiring devotion %o tne.interests

of South Africa“.(le)

(7) W*lliama, op. cit., p. 278.

(8) MiC’hell, Op- c:.‘t-, ppo 312“)130
(9) Fﬂl]ﬂl’ Opo (-z'i‘u, pa'zcgi

(10) Ibiﬁ., P. 209, -
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It would appear that th%r atanement fer bis error had been
eagerly awamted by the gueets present, for when Rhodea finlﬁhed
speaxing.'"whe whole company rose in response to %hzs weleome

aeclaratmon" (111 |

| Unfortunately ne sucn admiauion mas made by ahqies in
pnblic. There were obviously aceram ﬁf peapl@ ﬁn the Golony
who were wa:ting a8 eégerly to hear theae worés ag the gueeta.
aecembled at Bollihope that even;ng, people wno mauld have
.been prepared to support Rhodes' cloeer unicn policy if anly

.....

Jamason Ra;d. Fuller nag aware of the velue of such a puhl:c
admisaiong and a;ke& Rhodes to "make the same avowal” at a
mass meetlng on January 5th.<12) tha Ehodes agreed to do and
had 1ndeed started makzng his apel@gy “hut befara he had got
through'the aecona aentence, it vwas med mzth such a hurricane
of protesting applauae that the remalnder of hﬂs woras, _
althaugh heard on the platformg were lost t0 the audaencé. (13)
\ on January 5th & banquet wag held in Bho&em' honour at

which the\mayor, Slr John ondbeadg yxesaded.(l4) Fuller, in
" proposing the ioast’of thekeVening, apbealed 40 Rhodes to came
back into thear midet and remarkeﬂ that the adéreas whmch had
been presented to Rhodee “had bepm signed by threeafourths of
the regzqtered voters af Cape Town"., (15)

The following day Rhodes sailed Ibr England, accom-
Apanied by Garrett, the aditu:-of the Gape g}mas uho, according
to Walker, was intent on "preaching the Frogresaive fa:th
to0 a moroee ana irritable listener”, (16)

In the prece&zng aceaunt of Rhodes® "triuvmphal pro-
gress“ through the countryy no mention has been mode of the

attltude of the antz-Rhodea grcup in the colony. The Bond

(12) Ihlde, P 4100

{13) Jbid.
{14). Msehell, Op. Cit., p.,313.
(16) Walker, L. d.v., p. 299

- - -
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érganisa&‘nO'less than ané hundred counter demonctrations in
one month in order +to gaiﬂsag ﬁhe-acﬁidﬂ‘af 4kt gection of
the poPulatien who by %hexr acclalm of Rho&ee seemed to
signzfy that the Raid was c0ndoned¢(17)
| No suoh ceunﬁer demonatrations were organipsed by the

Engl*shmspgaking celanietas many, iike Innes, remained aloof
-, Zrom these Rhodes ovatnone for they refusea %0 make obesj sance
.40 the man wh@ had "dlrecteé and controlled the combination®
that made the Raid 9aseib1e.
L | xnnes probably exprease& the @pzn:ans of these ¢colo~
nists ﬁhen he wrote to the Cape Times carly 1n December 18%%8}
and stated why he could not be associated W1th the recepﬁiansg
It ig true that Inres' views were éiwed»befare Rhodes arrivéd,
but'ihey-were equally relevant %o %he situétion\éftér January
‘1897¢ Innes'had hEen propaaed %0 aerv@:mn & Gommittee eaiiy

in Decembcr 1896, which was entruateﬁ wi%h the task of &raﬂnngy
an address to Rhodes and arranging fbr his recepttﬂn.(lg) on
learning of thiz he wrote o the Cape Times aakzﬂg that hls name
be withdravwn and rtated why he felt compelled to adopt that
eoursa.cac) while be Lelt thut bhe fully recogniaeﬁ the value

of Rhodos?® work in regard t0 the develapment of the rorﬁh, he
would willingly joxn in such a public recepﬁzan ag that which
4% was proposed to give Rhodes "if it were poosible to regard
the earlier pgwtioﬁ of the year as a c¢closed book and to sepaw
rate at the present 4ime what bas happened in Ehodesia from
what has hapgeneﬁ in the Transvaal”, Innes went on to say that
- Rhodes was on_hisvway %o Bngland to axglai§ he£are a Conmittee
of ﬁhg Houge of Comwons his connection with the attade on the
- Transvaal, “which wag not only poiitioally but mgrélly inde-
7fensib19, which all but plunged aouth Africa into eivil war,

{173 Hafmeyr, op. cite, P. 515,

{18) Cupe Times, 9 December 1896.
(19). page Times, 8 December 1856,
(20) Cape T:mgsz 9 December 1896,
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and has cauged more trouble anﬁvdiasensiaa in the colony than
anything which has'bappeﬂeﬁ_gince»iéal. The feeliag which that
incident aroused ie still running strong,” Innes maintaine&.
and we havewhg no means seen the ond of ite m&a@hievéua results
-and as‘yﬁt there bas been no work of éxylaﬂatibn or regreot
from Mr.Rhodes. ‘ 

- "Under such circumstances ha: an we aacard hzm‘
ﬁu%&ic ovation ugleas_we tacitly condone hiu'conneetloﬁ with
the other mattera,to wh5ch 1 have referred? 1a% us be under no
micapprehension - both in England ond in South Africa, no matter
how e word odr.reaolutione or our addresses, these demon~
strations will be regarded as a condonmation by those who toke
- part in them, of the recent attack upon %5@ éea@e of South
Africa. And the majority of those mho join will be actuated,
. in their hearts, by race sentimentanﬂﬁieh boda ﬁll‘iér‘the future
of this country. 1% is therefore out ﬁf.no‘persanal fecling,
whatever, but out of a otrong sense ¢f what 1 gﬁnaider th§
right course for all true South Africans, that 1 cannot directly
or indirectly join in the giaposad raceptiona@igl}
| -Innes‘waa one of the many leading Cape Town citizens
. who remainod aloof WJth regmra %0 Rh@&&ﬁ' recoptions, juﬁgﬁng
from a letter Chief Justzoe de Villiers wrote to to Kotze on
January Tth. Aecorﬁang t0 de Villiers "Beaidesn Hr.Fuller and
the new Enight, 8ir J.Voodhead, there is not & man of influence
émang‘thase who Jjoined in glorifging Eh@ﬁeSa.n"<2z) Kotze med
not be dicturbed about "the so-galled Rhodes ovations, de
Villiere nréie@ "1f your President had appeared in ow midet
there would have been much m@fe genuiﬁé enthusiasn sithout the
expenﬁitnie bf ona~-tenth of the money lavished by the friends
| ai’ahc&eagahﬁ, 1 fear 1 must =284, by the companies under his
contrer.n(23)
321) Iﬁié. |

22) ﬁalkel‘. Lndov.g ﬁl 2860
23) Ibid. -
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'Darley Hartley however t0ld theS.A.Lesgue Gongress in
E@bruary 1897 that the recaptibné given-fbr”ﬁhaﬁas "were

";iﬁiﬁﬁatéd‘Byﬂﬁrénéhée\of'the Iaagﬁe,..}“(24) 0 that it must
“'be coticiuded that nhile the money for these pro-Rnodea demon-

strat1ons was supplieﬁ by the campanies under his control '

;:the flag-waggers were ‘menbers of the Laague. -

' That these Rhodes evatlons were not deveid of an

o ul%er:or metlva would appear frem ﬂe Villiers' r@ference to the

fact that the demonstratzons nere f:nanced by the companﬁes

unﬁer Rhodeu' control and walker'a statement that mhe "Gape

"Pragresszvee and tbeir Landon friends" were deternaned to b of -0

instate Rhodes as Premier of the c@lony, “pr@vnde& he woala

come out into the open ae Q'Pragreesive"¢(25)

""Fuiiéf had paved the may‘fér sﬁch a réﬁﬁstatement;by' :

’“"appealing to ‘Rhodes to came back in%e tne:r mﬁdst. Chief

 Justice de Villiers was concidered @ Rhodes' only Yikely rzval

for the premiershlp(as)anﬁ in‘order ta eliminate him, the

‘1ondon Times 1aunched an attack on him on Apzul 5‘51% tm aays

after Rhodes sanled from England.(QT) 1% was rﬁparted that de
villiers wag preparing "to.fight Rhodes for the premiership

" in a trial of strength between Dutch and English®,(28)pe
| Villiers® rebuttal came in a speech he, as President of the

Legislative Council, delivered on April 9th..."I an the person

‘whom the london Times considere to be the leader of a political .

party in opposition to Hr.Rhodes and of & party too which aims
at overthroﬁing‘sritish supremacy in South Africa," he'stated.
#The agsociation of my mame with such a pat%& is 80 ludicrous
that it may well be Gismissed with a smile . (29'He then pro-

ceeded %0 give the lie to the lees artmcle. and.ﬂalker reports

[¢L)) Oage Tﬁmes, 12 February 16857, .
(25; Valker,. L T.4.V., p. 299.
(26 Ibid..

{27) Ivid..

(28) Ivid.. :
(29) 1Ibid., p.300. .
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thai his statement was approved of in london and the_colon§§°)
Prior to his departure for England, Rhodes hadgiven
no public indication that he Wae‘p?apared to come out as
leader of the S.a.League, for it muzt be assumed that this
4.position had.been offered him during his'brief appearance in
the Colony. A%t that'sﬁagé he no doudbt still hoped to effect
& modus wivendi with the Bond amd © it must de concluded
that until such time as this avenue had been fully explored,
it was unlikely that he would accept the leadership of a poli-
_ ticallorganisation which was avowedly anti-Bond in its
sympathiéa. And so by February 1897 the question of the
leadership of the S.A.League had still to be settled. That
Innes would not accepi‘this position hﬁd nou become abuﬁdantly
rclear and so it remined fa the S.A.League t0 await the return

of Rhodes from England.

"

On February 1ith the second S.Aezeague,Congress'
opened at Port Elizabeth, (>3) -

in his presidential address, Darley Hartley gtated
that "the league was founded to erganise a party to efucate
the people in politics# and was based on two pwiﬁéiples; one
the loyal maintenance of the dependence of the Colony on the
British Crowni"the other was thé formation of a progressive
_party”. He went on to say that s¢ far asg internal politics
were concerned, "They would take up the lines of what he
ventured to call progressive 1jberalisﬁ'ahd modern ﬁhougﬁ% in
legislation® in the Colony. "Certain gentlemen in the league
were inclined to minimise the intermal side of the political

question, and desired the League t0 & merely a patriotic
(30) 1bid., p. 301.'7 - o T ‘
(31) South Africa, 13 February 1897, p. 351,

Cape Times, 12 February , 1897,
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soeiety...ﬁ‘32) This was abviously a reference to the
the Rhodes .

enthusiasm reﬁently evanced by zeaguesmen durffi
fiﬁ_receptionsqan enthusiasm»whzeh;Darley.Hartley by no means
sought to belittle., His intention was to evnke the same
eﬁthusiasm for matters of a purely cOlonial nature. )
. The President ﬁhen referred to the recepticnsof'ﬂhodes.
f'These were stated to have been “initiated by branches of the
Leaguey nﬁt hy the executive“ and came from “a conviction in

the hearts of the ink bltants of South.Africa that Cecil
Rhodes was the persmniiiea%ion of thEJnnzty'of the races of

Southhﬂfrica.;«"; He (ﬁr. Hartley) disagreed with the retro-
gressive iegislation nf the Cape Par,iament, whiah Mr. Rhodes
was a party ta-” but his faults were blatted uut by his
greater services“ (333 | _' |

”he Secretary*s report revealed that there were already
>54 branches in the country, and Coetzee points out that, as

the delegates represented branehes from as far afield as

”Wjj, Cape Town and Middelburg,,; “die beweging nie meer |
_‘n aFrontier Party' was nie,... (3&) ‘ |

| ﬂengress then proceeded to discuss varians resolutions,
foremost of which was a motion\expressing thanks ngn Port
Elizabeth, cape 1own and other places for the reception given
to Mr, Rhodes in view of his work in the Northe$35) It was
‘further deemed necessary ta make certain alterations to the

eonstitution and this task was entrusted to a cammittee (36)
| Other resolutmons embraceﬁ a variety of subjects which

~deserve attentian for the reason that an 1898 the S.A; League
P2631dent, Brabant, declared the League election platform to
'be based on proposals agreed to 1n February 1897 at the Port
}Elizabeth.$ongress 373

.{32) Ibic.

(3 ) Ebiﬂo

{34) Coctzee, Ope cibs, p.202
(35) ‘Ci ape Lime: z 12 Feér wary 1897.

-£36) For extracts from S.A.League Constitution as adopted in
S 189?, :Lz;d_e_ Appendix D,

{37) Proceedings ~~¢1hB;IBetF*{"“

-
a,
-
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Witﬁ regafd'té ah'éxéiéé;‘ﬁefry‘moved that Congress
support an Excase duty on apirite and s‘trongly objected to
.an amendment which gought to tax Cape. wina, a8 he felt that

lthat industry shoula be encouraged (38)  Berry's resolution
., wasg carried by a large majormty. 1t ﬁas furthar resolved to
a;v&upport closer union between th@ Cape 001ony anﬂ Natal,
Inne . Liquor 3111. compulsory elementary eﬁucation of white

) chil&ren, any scheme ol re&istribution of seats which eme

.' ‘braced both Housea(jg) -and the establ:shment 0f an Appeal

Court for South Africa.(éo) The Ieagwe wou]ﬂ further endeavour
%0 obtain ‘permission for Civ11 3ervapta‘1o join political
aasociaticns" (41) | '

As to the question of duties on grain and wheat, this

nas debated at great length. After dzacussiﬂg various
'resolutzons ahich sought to Beeure a reduction of from éééF
to the complete abolition of import.dutles, Gampbellts amend-
‘ment was finally carriéd.fby an avérwhelming majaiity. This
amenament was in the‘natﬁré of a compromise and urgéﬁ,on‘the
Gévérnmeni'ﬁthe advisabilify:of reducing the duties on grain
and meat by 25 per cent, and to admit flour at the same rate
as grain, and the abolition of differentzal railway rates

on fooaatuxfa" (42).

A committee,-conéiéting-of Meésré, Crosbie, Campbell,
Brabant and Orpen was thereupon appointed to discuss the
ACheap Food Campaign with Messrs. Brydoneﬁand Jagger of the
S.h.PeA, who.were present at Congress, “on the lines of the
League reéolution“e The following day Bradbant was adble to
report that»it hadtbeen agreed to dividevthe Cheap Food

| eampaign Fund between the S.A.League and the S.A.P.Asg'each
758) ca 2 Tlmes, 13 February 1697,

(39) Cape Times, 15 February 1897.
(40) §0ut Africa, 31 March 1897, p.621.
. (41) Cape Times, 15 February 1897. '

(42) Ibad.



|  (43)
' using its own diacretion as. to how this rund vag to be spent.”
A reaolution WEs thereupen adopte& condemnlng the

(44)1n the Transvaal and "urging the pro-

?:Alien'é Pass,maw
 tection of cépé’colonists' interests under the london Con-
vention”, while admiration was expressed fb& the courage dis~
played by Meesré.vSampson'anﬂ Davﬁes,’who‘wéré etill impri-
soned in Pretoria as & result of the Raid .(4%)

On ‘the .opening day of Congress the question of a
coalition of the §.A.P.A. and Leagu¢ was raised. The 5.A.P.A.
delegates who were presént, addressed the meeting on this
subject, "expressing their desire 1o wait uhtil after Congress
had decided what action it mill take in thé’matter of
GOaliﬁion“a(46) When Congress adjaurned. h@ﬂeﬁer, no state-
ment was made concerming the coalition.’ A few days 1aiér the
. Cape Tizmes reported "That the Congress recently closed at
?brt.Elizabetn did mot-resul% in the amalgamation of the two
political organisations ﬁhich are aiming ai the education of
'ﬁublic opinion in a direction differing'from‘%hat contems
plated by the Afrikander Bomi, is greatly %0 be regrettedffT) f

The election of office-bearers for the ensuing |
year yvesulted in Brabant being unanimoualy ¢lected President,
Messrs. Balton, T;J.Andefsvn, Blaney‘and Beard were re-
elected #iceapresidenta and lessra. Wynne, GGOaBIaine and
A.J,Fulleé membérs4of the Bxecutive,(48)

] It was at Port Elizabeth that a resolution was
passed stating that "In the opinion of Congress, it is advi-
sable that those memberz of Parliament who are mesbers of the
‘League, should take steps 10 organise themselves inte a

.Parliamentary Party“ (49) The farmatxon af the new Progrese:ve

(43) 1vid. :

{44) South Africa, 20 February 1897, p.4%0,
(45) Cape Times, 15 Pebruary 1897.

(46) Cape Dimes, 12 February 1897

§47§ Cape Times, 16 February 1897.

{48 Cape‘gimes, 15 February 1897.

(49). Cape Times, 13 February 1897.
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Party, for thus*%he:parliameﬁtary=pa?%y ihmeﬁiately became
knoﬁn@’affieiéliy'dated fram Rﬁbrgaryllath,'thé‘éay on wbich
the resolution was adopted. It does seam likely theugh thﬂt
 the a&optnon of this resolutxon wag merely giving formal ree~
- cognition %o an acceptea fact, There had never really been
- any complete bfgak in the movement which gtgr%ed at the end
- -of the parliamentary session of 1892, and‘ever:éincé thaf
&ata had had eupportere in the Oape Houae, supporters who
represented the colonists in Eastern canstltuenczes.

. In_xevzgwing the‘pgoceegznga oftthev1897 B,
league Congress, certain'salientlfeatures suggest,themselves,
~ The majority of the Leaguesmen still adhered o the Bond
policy of protection of grain}‘wheat and_fiaur, Support for
- Rhodes and his closer union péljcy_mas igiteraxed‘at the Cone-
gress while the pro-Uitlander bha?ac%er 6£'the5S,A.$eague was
évinced in the con@emnationkof,thg Alien?s ?asa law adopted

i . by the Trensvaal Volksraad. And it must be deduced that it

was because of these mark&d'tenﬂancjes in the S.A.league that
coalition between this body and the S.A.P.A. had not been
poasibleo The prospects for such a coalmtian Yeing effected
before the general election of 1898 seemed remote in the light
of the essential differences which existed between the two
organisations dn matters of policye

Before proceeding to deal with the gﬁiliamentary
session of 1897; reference must be made to two uttersnces from
S.A.League ahd Bond quarters with regagé t0 Rhodes. On HMarch
5th the newly elected S.A. Léague President addressed a meeting
of the Cape Toun branch af his organisation. The meeting was
ealled " to pase a reeolut:on candemning the Judiciary Bill
recently enacted by the Transvaal Legislature“.(so) Brabant,

in his speech, referred to'Rhodas"political future in the

(50) Cape Times, 6 March 1897.
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001ony and asked his audience ta consider "what position
¥r.Rhodes ahould take up politlcally when he returned 40

this ccuntry." Hig view was tha%“when mrmnho&es came back he

| should be asked what he intended to do. If ﬁr;ahodés intended
o be of the Progressive party the League wes prepared to

| féliew him, but he should object most strenuously to backing
up Mr.Rhodes if he went back o hia.bld'plan of ﬁsingéthé7‘
Bond %o further hisvown-par%icular-pqliqy;o." (51) In b%her
words, the President af’fhe'xsagﬁe was piépare& to accept
Rhodes as leader of the Progressive Party, provided that he
cut adrift completely framrﬁhé‘nand@ Brabant,‘mnd presumab1§
other Leaguesmen, were prabablﬁ aware of the fact that Rhodes
eﬁteitaiﬁed the ford hope of Securing the suppért of both the
Bond and the S;B.Inague*organisaﬁions on hie return to colonial
politica. and this the 8.4 . League wea no% prepared to tolerate.
| | Now while the recent counterademonatratlons organised
by the bond after Rhodes! departure for England had ind;cated
(52)
thisréntipaﬁhy was by no means general among Bondsmen. Hofmeyr
states tﬁét-“éven an offence like the Jomeson Raid" had not
completely brokeh "all the %ies*of'friené@hip'and alliance.which
had grown up betveen Rhodes and the Bondsmen®, for "among the
leading members of the 0rganisat1on there viere several,over
whom be had ‘acquired an influence, which they found it impossz-
ble to shake o£f". %3] ne Rev. §.J. Gu Toit is quoted as being
among the most powerful of them for Rhodes“had obtained an
interest in 'Di Patriot' and the‘reverend editor was compelled
40 shape his opinions aéeardinglye" (54) “Du% Toit was even
enabled to start a new paper "Het ﬁag lad" with Rhodes' assis«
tance and this daily "did much tor keep the prOaRhodee feeling

alive anong & small section of the farmera“ (55)

{51) South Africa, 13 March 1897, p 616,
{52’ Vide supra.

55) Hoimeyr, op. cit., p. 514.

(54). 1bid.

(55) Ibid..
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Then tao there was D.C. de Viaal, who was mentloned 1&
the telegram Rhodea received on 8 April 1896, appeallng to
L (56)
Waal and your friends cannot 400 strongly uxge you to come“
(baek %o politacs), in fact de Waal had acteﬂ as go—betmeen

for Ehcﬁes when the latter feared that Hofmeyr uns gcang to

‘attack his Charter immediately after the Raid :('5'?)

At the Bona cgngress at malmesbury 1m march 1897,

“hawever. 1t became palpably clear that men like &u To:t anﬁ

de Weal were in the minority fbr the followang rnsolution
vas unaﬂsmously carr:eds "That every ¢onsideration of

national self-respect, politlcal hanesﬁyand good fanth com-

. pels the Africander Natlenal Farty no longer tn glve Mr.
" Rhodes an iota of polit*cal support, either at gel:tical

gatherings, in ‘the presa, at the polls, in Parlaament or
anywhere elee.“(sa)*mhe Bond hed certainly broken off all

‘political relations with Rhodess and Brabant's fears cone-

cerning a mesalliance with that organisation under the leader-

ship of the ex-Premier were probably allayed.

(431)

Before Parliament met in April two decisions were

taken in England which must have indicated ‘that the Imperial

Government was intent onksecuring a settlement of South
African affairs. |
Firaﬁ'theré was the ennouncement that Sir Alfred
Milhar'aas to succeéa lord Rosmead asc High Commissioner in
South Afr;ca,(sg)and 4hen on harch Gth. Chamberlaln drew the

(56) Hichell, Op. Cite, P» 281,
(57) HOfmeyr. op. ¢it., Pe 500.
(58) Idid., p.514.
South Africa, 20 March 1897, p.664.

o (59) Walkez', Lodov.g Pe 298.
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attention of the South African Repuhlic to ite breachea of
the Lmnden Gonventlon.( ¢) The appozntment and ﬂeapatch,
coming as they diﬁ just after the %uo Kepubiace had formed an

offensive ‘and Gefen81Ve alliance,(-l)vmust have made 3% clear

© . that Britain was determined to maintain her Qemventicn righte

as well as her paramountcy in South Africas
. 'In view of these decisions by the Imperisl Government

it seemed that a redress of Uitlander griévancéé and the

. observarnce of the terms of the Iondon Convention were essen-

- 44al 1€ Kruger's Transvaal wasg not to'béque:the scene of

hostilities in South Africa,

On April 2nd, the session opened and at the outset -
it\waaanotnelear ahénae the Spiigg-minis%ry's support would
comes There were a few members ox»%he‘aﬁrikéﬂaer Kational

Party who still supported Rhodes, but by and laerge that Party

_had been consolidated és a~s¢1id1y'antiwﬂhcdes’group under

the leadership of Schreiner. The Opposition in Parliament
which was officially led by Innas; contained 4wo groupe, the
Liberals or hoderates backed up by the §.4,P.A.organisation

(62) yhich locked upon Brabant as

the parliamentary leader of thel.A.league mavemen%.(63)
A moticn concerning peace in South Africa was moved

on Apr11 15th by du Toit and the sentiments expresced by him

were that peace could be best attained "by the faithful and
reciprocal observance of all obligations under treaties; |
conventions or agreementss that meane could be devised to obtain
an amicable settlement of any differences which may arise in

the interpretation of such obligations, and that 'by the |

adoption of a pelicy of maderatian, mutual eonciliation ana

‘”Ee) i%id..

(61) Ibid..

(62) Hofmeyr, op. cit., pp. 515=516,
??alker 9 .P 3 ep pp LB 96"‘97 @

(63) Yide supra.
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fairnesé'in~the &iséuééionlbf ahé‘deéling with all differ-
ehces, the- tranquillity of South Afrlca woulﬁ be further
aesared" (64) | ' |
| Ta this motlon Innes moved an arenament, statnng {that
 ‘9@&¢& could best be attaine& “by the étriet bboervance of
4he terms of the Gb‘iivghf.ioﬁ“s of London by both parties |
 'theréte;‘by’fheEcénsidera%ibn'aﬂﬂ'ré&resﬁ'bf‘légitimate
griéVanées'én'£he ﬁafttof“the Government of the South African
Republjc, and by & cont 1nuance of & policy of moderation on
the part of Her_Majesty'a @qvernmentq”(ﬁ’) _
The debate which followed was lengthy and animated.
‘iihnéé was Suppbr%éd‘by liberais and Pfagreséivea,wénd
- yigorously opposed by Merriman, The latter stated thet it
was with deep regret ﬁha%”"ha felt himeself obliged to separate
himself" from Innes on h §ita1‘quesﬁi0n\1ike that before them.
| He refuaed 40 accept Innes' docleration that the amendment
" was a moderate measure, for what i%'implieé.was that the
supporters of Innes® view were urging Chamberlain to "Go on”
whereas du To:t's motion in fact said "Step back, stop“(ﬁﬁ)
When the division was taoken on the amendment Beard,
Berry, Brabant, Brown, Crosbie, Douglass, Frost, Fuller,
Haarhoff, Hutton, Innes, Jones, Iaing, lawrence, Palmer,
Pearson, Rhodes, Robertson, Ryan, Schormbrucker, Smartt, Smute,
Solomon, Tamplin, Thompson, Warren, Weil, Wiener and Wood
voted in favour of it, while the Ministry, Afrikener Party,
Sauer and Merriman opposed its The amendment was thus
defeated by 41 votes to 32@(67}
Innes recalls a memorable conversation he had with

Rhodes soon after this debate ended. From the d vlsion lists,

{64) Gage Hansard, 1897, be 75
' (65) Ihldap p. 810
(66) Ibid., p. 122.
(67) ibid., p. 143.
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on Innes' amendments to the Raid resolution in 1896 and

" the Peuce in South»Africa‘mation in 1897, it sppeared that
the Leader of the Opposition had a subastantial backing - 28
in 1896 and'32‘in 1897. Rhodes dfew‘hia‘aﬁfehiion_to the
fact and stated that ﬁhe members who had suppérte& Innes!?
two proposals ought to be consolidated. Rhodes moul& be adble
to0 effect that process, What'was‘moré, he "enlarged on the
extent of the progressive support h¢ could command” and
offered %0 give Innes “a f@ﬁ‘Duzehmeh“.(sg) Innes was left
to "think it over" but he)obviously did not oven consider
the thought Rhodes héd put to him\fbk ‘he stétes, "Holding
the views 1 did of the_par% he_haé played in the Qaid cén- :
spiracy; it was impoesihle‘forAme to eﬁiist‘under his
‘banner*. (%) Rhodes and Tnnes were aware that in both divi-
sione the bulk of the opposition had voted "not anti-Sprigg
but’pro-Rhodee" and it was to this fact that Rhodes had drawn
Innes' attention.(7o)

Rhodes® attempt to consolidate the 28 to 30
supporters of innes' amendments in 1896 and 1897, must dbe
viewed in the light of the unanimous decision iaken bﬁ the
Bond at its Malmesbury Congress in Murch 1897 just‘befére
Rhodes retuined from Engiand.(7l) Rhodes realised that he
could count on the allegiance 6f'a few Bondsmen in the House,
and if he couia.persuade innes and about thirty of the mem-
bers who had supported his amendmente to combime forces,
Rhodes seemed assured of a majority in Parliament, This
mjority would enable him to pursue his aim of closer union

in South Africa along constitutional lines,

(68) Rose Innes, op. ¢it., pPp. 143-144,
(70) Ibid., p. 143. A
(71) Michell, op. cit., pe. 316,
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Soon after the Peace in .South Arrnca debate con-~
cluded, Merriman asked Innes whether he intenﬂed to move
a no-=confidence resolution;- Innes‘ reply was thatlit was

not practical politics” to do so for "the real Opposition

x were_ranged on the Government side of the House; the majority

of those who sat behind me were not realiy in opposition;

- 8 hapiful at most would follow me across the floor on such
A motion".(72) Events were soon 4o show that Innes had in
fact gauged the feeling éflthe members in Opposition on an

- issue such as no-confidence very accurately.

Oh,épril 30th Merriman_m@ved his vote of censure

- on the Government and gave as his reason for doeing so the

’1naapacity of the Government to seek peace and méintain it.,

The Government had no policy wlth regard to the vexea

questions which deuwnded thezr attentaon, he stated, (73)

and furthermore he felt "that the ma1n object and efﬁact of

their polleyldurlng the lasj few months had ken to make it
absolufely impossidble for any representations they might

make to0 the Tramsvaal to be listened to, and particularly

_any representations in the direetion of those reforms which

they all considered neceasaryn, (14)

In the debate which followed the speech of

Innes deserves parficulaf attention for in it he gave his

reagsons for not moving the vote of nonconfidence, which he
should have done as Leader of the Oppaaition@(75) Innes
stated that 'nothing would have pleased him better than to

have proposed a want of confidence in the gentleman who sat

~opposite® and while he was contemplating the action he

would take, he had been "promised mssistance from wholly
unexpected quarters? if he decided to move a vote of no-

conf:dence. On thjnking the matter over, however he had

T72) Rose innes, op. Cite, D» 14bs
(73) Cape Hansard, 1897, p. 172 et. seq..
(74) 1bid., p. 173.

(75) Ibi-doy pﬁ 178.
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come to the eoneluéion*%hat'"he ccula not propose such a '
© motion with any hope of succesa‘unleas he did one of two

things - dismount from the plathrm he haq ha_tﬁoﬁght con-

sistently stood upén for some time past, or take to another

platform”. Because "it was impossible for him to decide

upon this step it was impossible for him to come before the
House at the present time", He announced that whatever the

" outcome of the debata,might be_hé_intended 40 resign s

Leader of the Opposition, Innes foresaw that he would be

accused of.hringing a Bond Ministry into offieé by supporting

Merriman's mqtion, but he contendied that a Bond-ridden

Minigtry was already in oﬁfiee‘anﬂ what he had coneiétently
aévoeated and still wisﬁed 40 see was a truly Bond Ministry
in power, cérrying outvits ovin programme,(75),

With regard to the Sprigg administration, Innes

aﬁtacked'the Government‘fbr neither leading the country nor .

the House on a ﬂzngle occas%on "throughout one of the most
traublous perzods in South Afrzea history" (77
Brabant then stated his.position to be "the most
painful of anyone in the House" for while ke had constontly
vspoken and voted againét the Government, ke intended to vote
tn keep it in. The policy Brabant supported would dbe
"endangered in the hagheet degree” if he voted for a motion
which would have the effect of putting a Bonﬁ,M;nmstry in

‘office. Brobant was supported by Progressive Farty members

who refused to give Merriman "a blank cheque . (78)

"~ The guestion was then put and the d*v;saon re-

sulted in a tie, whereupon the Speaker stated it to be his

~duty to give his vote for the Noes and thus the no-confidence

motion was defeated. (79)

176) ibid., p. 178.
(77) Ivid.

(78) Ivid., p. 184,
(79) Ivid., p. 193.
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The vote of censure was auppbrtpﬁ by 8ix of the Liberal

~ menbers - Beard,'Hay. Innes, J.T.kblteno, Solomon and Yiener =
“all but six of the Afrikaner Rational Party members end Saver

" 'and Merrimen. The Government wasc supported by the Progressives,

80) ~'Berfy and Jones - and six members
of the Afrikaner National Party - de Villiers, D.C. de Waal,
Olivier,iLOuw; Venter and Wegés (81) Innes reiates that the

division lists caﬁfﬁrﬁeﬁ‘hié “éuspiciohs as 0 the names of

some of the 'fow Dutchmen' whém Rhodes arrugated the right to
'"cantrolﬂ while his anticipatzan as to the Qypasﬁt:on rump

maa eonfjrmea (82)

Af%er April 30th, therefore; Innes supported by en

' _indepéndenf section of six members;'Satvon‘%he cross benches,

" from where hé could "give an independent support to liberal

measuieﬂsa’) The Liberal Party ﬂhich'during the 1896 session
fed numbered eleven adherents had officially ceased to exist.

The divisions on the Peace in South sfrica motion

" and vote of censure revealed how very vague party distinctions

" in the House were. On the first divisioh the Ninistry had

yoted with the Afrikéner Rational Party, meitiman and Sauer

”égainét the ?rogresﬁive'and I&beral'pérties.‘?ha vote of

cengure found the'prévieus appdheﬂta‘of'the\aavernment in the

role of supporters of the Ministry and the Iiberal and Afrie

kaner National paries divided in their attitude to the Sprigg

'admiﬁistratjah. It was then made abundantly cleér that pure

party government was ébsent in colonial politics in 1897.

- That political parties were still iﬁ‘a state of flux

' is'bbrnévout'by the views expressed in Sputh Africa in May

1697, It'reported that as a result of the division on Merri-

man's motion "the Progressive Duteh members, ezght (?) of whom

(60) The Liverals, Smuts, Brown and Hutton did not vote.
Tamplin had become a Progressive, ,

(81) Cepe Hansard, 1897, p. 193 . R

282; Rose Innes, op. cit., p. 144.

(83%) Ibid., p. 1



- 165 -

voted wiﬁh‘tﬁe Governﬁentﬁ ﬂ6u16=pro§ab1§ be drawn “into

the caﬁp of the Hoderate lmperial‘party,-whase,palicy was
’éxpoﬁnaed by Sir J.Gordon Sprigg.“(@4) Indeed this newspaper,
vﬁrdbably ﬁrompted by a feeling of relief that the Colony was

T net to see a Schreiner - Meriman Hinistry in exfice,

reported that "Signe exist of a speedy break up of the Afri-
kanﬁer'ﬁohd;IA‘meeting is %o be held tomorrow for the
formation of a new Moderate Afrikander party and this will
be the beginning of the end of the Afrikander Bond",(5?)

- Innes was severely criticised by the Cape Times for
 stating that héwished.ta see an out»and—Out,Baﬁﬂlﬁinistry
in"officel(aé)' This newspaper felt that when the Transvaal
.Vélkgraéﬂ met, it would tell Ghﬁmberlain that it declined
4 repeal laws which clashed with the London Convention and
'in the circumstances it was “nathing'ehb;t of eriminal to
render up the strategic position of Cape Colony into the
 hands of Mr.Sauver, and of a party threatening c¢ivil war, in
Cape Colony", (57) south Africa reportell that the 5.h.League
‘had passed a resolution urging that the Prime NMinister be
 ptrongly advised to avoid playing into the hands of Sauer

and Merriman, and called on Sprigg to refuse in resign in'
the existing intense condition of affairs, Such e resignation
would only be regarded as an act of treason towards loyal
inhabitants of the colony.(ga) The S.A.league view was shared
by the §.A.P.A. for an executive council meeting, at which

- Jagger presidéa, resolved "That in the opinion 6f this asso-
cliation it is of tné utmost importance for the preservation
of peace that any Government which mey hold vffice in this

Colony should heartily support thé‘Imperial.Government in

(84) South Africa, B Way 1897, p. 307
% ng ibid.

(B6) Cape Times, 1 May 18YT.

(87) Tvid.

(68). South Africa, 22 May 1897, p. 424
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maintal ning the London Convention and the British tupremacy
in  outh irica".(89>
ﬁftér the all-irportant noezonfidence d'vision was
taken, ii:c Frogressive Psrty and innes' ;.rou:. werc given an
opiortunity of show ng where their sympathies lay ‘n relution
to the duties agreed upon at the Justoms Lnion convention
in January 1597. No reduction hud been ugreed u.on w: th
regard to ithe duty on meat and flour., It was therefore pro-
posed by Brabant that the duty om corn und gru‘n be 1educed
from 28. to 1s.6d . then the division wus c.lled ior, Brabunt,
Barnato, Beard, Berry, Vrown, Fuller, kay, Innes, Jones,
Lawrence, Palmer, Schermbiucker, .muts, volomen und Tamplin
voted ‘n f.vour o: the motion, while %6 "mayes 0; osed itSQO)
On the motion of Jones that the duty on flo.r be reduvced from
58. to 3s.6d., Schermbrucker degserted the Progressiye-
Independent camp while Lerriman suyjorted them. (3L
In order tco understend the inclision oi certa’n
pPlanks in the Progrecs.ve Party platform during tre 129t
elect on cunpaign, brief refercnce '8 necessary to certa:n
issues which were reised durin . the 197 sec: on,
Eurly in the secs on, Innes raised the quest’on of
a Red’stribution of . eats. He asked whetier 1 was 1the
intention of the Government to deal with the questiom.....
before the e xt General Election® and rece!ved the assurance
from Sprigg that « comrission would be up.oinied to repoit on
the matlter dur‘ng the mext sesafon.(gz)
When the liouse went into committec on the heti-~
rates, the Progressives and !ndependents attucked the Govern-
rent for 18 hundling of the rebellion whici had broken 0.1

in Lechuanaland in Lecember 1896.(93) This recbell:on was

(59) Cape Times, 4 Way 1857.
(90) cape Hamsard, 1897, p.200.
(91) 1vid., pp. 20L-1

(92) 1bid., p.4.

(93) Ibv*d., p. 239.



- 168 -

stuted to have been cavsed by the shoot ng of cuttle wh'ch
had become necessary :n order to counteract the outbreak of
rinderpest., Solomon commented on the ite of £170,0CC for
Bechuanalund and kaust Griqualand @ cturbances and stated thut
had the Government dealt with Galishivwe between Lecember 1lst
and 5th, there would h.ve been no rebell'on im ihe lungcberg
at the time., Solomon was supported by lerr:m.n, Sarer, Brébant,
Thompson, #arren and Tampljn.(94>

During the debate in Com ittee on ihe Amended and
Additionzl School Regulut ons, ¢’ sappointment was exprussed
by all parties on the failure of the Covernment to "‘ntroduce
a coiprehensive Education Bill, ‘errimm uh’ Saver Znter al'a
¢uj;orted the Frogressives 'n the'r demand that tihe £ ilor &£
grant proposed by the Government be modified L0 enable thc
sparsely ,opulated country districte 1o derive thie benefit of
education.(gﬁj

The session c¢nided on June 24th afdc: a motion by

Innes tiv.t arrungements be mace "to urrangc some basis o1
contribution by this colony towards the Imnperial Navy”,(96)
h.id been ununimously adopied by iie House.(gv) Spr gz then
de,arted for kngland to represent the Jolony at the ueen's
Jubilee.(9&5 Innes followed soon ufter to holiduy overégzi
In the Colony tre politicul orgunisaiions threw thenmselves
into furious preparations for the legiclutive Jounc'l

elections in ilarch 1898,

(94; ;bid., p. 348.
(9% 1bid., p. 434.
(96, 1bid., p. 376.
(¢7, Ibid., p. 389
(98, Rose Inned, op. cit., p. 146.
(99, Itid., p. 146,
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in Abril-l&g? Rhodes had retnrned from giving evidence
before the Hduee-of Commona Committee of Enquiry into the Raid.
Hle was welcomed by the Progressives(liwhamhe informed that
he had had enough "of physical agitation® and would hence-
forth strive to achieve his ends by constitufional meansa(a)
The situation in the Transvaal was mentioned when Rhodes told
the gathering “Joinvno party whose direct programme is to

keep race feeling alive. Use your time, your energy, and any

~influence at the polls you may possess, to sec that the hope=-

less system prevailing elsevwhere in South Africa shall end.
Ye must as a party be for equal’fights anﬁ egqual laws for
every white man";(3) |

It was in order to form such a party that he hud "put
a thought" to Innes during the session of 1897\and'probably
(4) | -

received no reply.

But there was Garrett of the Cepe Times ready to work

for the consolidation of all progressive elements in the
Colony so that a united Piogrezeive irontrwaulﬂ confront the
Bond organisation at the polls when the Legislative Cbuncil
elections took place in March 1898, That this would prove a
difficult task was apparent from the out set for on the
questions of support for thdes and fiscal reform, therS.A,?.A.
and S.A.lLeague differed radicalim. On the other hand there
weré issues on which these two organisations agreed, notably
the introduction of pérty‘gavernment and a redietribution of

seatse Then too Innes had ghowed that he favoured the redress

(1) walker, L.d.V., p. 302.
(2) Fuller, op. cit.;, p. 317,
(4) vide supra.
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of legitimate grievances of the Uitaanders‘ﬁy the Transvaal
Volksraad end this augured well for such a eaalitiah. 1t
v%herefore remained for Garrett to £ind ways and means of
overcoming the two contentious issues. Once this was done
there seemed every likelihood of the Progressive forces
belng consolidated. NH» | i -

, Garrett e newspaper caﬁmaﬁgn wh:ch azmed at en-
1ieting Innes anﬂ ggg_ facto his supporters as adherents
of_the Progressive Party of which Rhodes was 1o be thﬁ )
leader. started in May 1897. »

| Rhodes* overtures to Innes had failed to efféct
the format;on of a party which would assure him of support
~for his closer union piana The time haé come for Gafrett 10
ﬁin Rhodes over 1o the Progresaive CaQse, for as yet he had
given nd indication that he was prepared to hecame'a Pra—f
gressive. And so the Cape Times on kay 22nd emmbarked on a
scheme to make Rhodea not only a progressive but the leader
of the Frogresaive Pafty. The firet plank'in any South
African liberal platformﬁﬁmust be the Uitlander Guestion”
the paper declared, "and this is a struggle on which Mr,
- Rhodes is indeed embarked past recall”. It was not expected
that Rhodes would "suddenly come owt in nev colours as the
great democrat.anﬁ free.trader“ nor as. a supporter of en
excise, for the Paarl wasvstill a stroﬁgnola of the Afri-'
kaner minority which remained faifhful to him. On the.v'
Cheap Foad quéétion the Cape Times felt that it would be
quitg content if 3t could "screw him up to that ﬁodest |
t25 ﬁef éent' of economic juaticé“ whiéﬁ represented "the
high-vater mark of Eastern Province *‘progressives'". But
therg were progressive measures such as Edueation, the
' Lﬁqﬁér Iaw’fﬁrcthg Txanskei. and fhe compulsory Scab Act

which Rhodes had supported fieyeh in his days af Bondage"
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whi.ch recommended him to the irogrescives. 1f now he would
support Hed:str’bution, a progreesive plutform of fo.r plank.
was ready to hand with "a party forrmin; to sup.ort it, °n
search of a leader with Y¥r .,Rhodes' qualitie:". This wus
Rhodes!' chunce "and what " s he go.ng to muike of ‘t:" the
leudeyr aaked.(i)

But no reply was forthcomring and so Guarrett turned
his attention to Innes, who coon was to show thut he otill
adhered tirmly to the principles e had e.pounded in 1:93
and enlaryed on ufter tre Ku'd,

In 1893% innes hid expressed his intention of giving
sujport to men who would strive in Parliament to bring .bout

(6, After 1.96 he huad refused 10 be

progressive legislution.
n880ciated with any movement that was racialistic or pro-
Rhodes.(T) During leccmber 18087 he demonstirated qu’te clearly
th .t those were st1l his sent ments,

It was on the question of J.A.Faure's c.nd ' dature
in the forthcoming parliament.ry election that Innes was called
upon to decide whethe. he wus preparcd to adopyt as the S.A.Pun.
c.ndj date someone who did not cuprport its progranme.

In January 1897 Inne: wrote to Faure and usked
hir, whut hic views were on clauses 2a, b, ¢, 4, e, {, snmd g
0f the Cea.F.a. constitut;on,(ﬁ; cliuvses whicl were used uc
the election platform of Llhe S.A8.F.... in the 1UCE Legiclative
gouncil elections, 1n reply Faure stuted that he wus "for
1he re-uadjustrent of the Juctors Turiff so s to cheapen the
cost on ali tne necessariec of 1 fe other than those produced
in thi: colony"” aund f voired the ‘mposition of :n exc' e

"so long us ‘'t fulls on the con.urer..."” On the question: of

(5) Cape T.mes, 22 Lay 13CT.

(6) V:de supra.

(i, V:de s.pira.

(%) Jos.Faure to J.Rose :nnec, 1Y Junuary 1397. (R.. .Yt.)
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iResponéible Govefnmént, compulsory education, the pro-

hibition of the sale of liquor to aboriginal natives, mative

' policy and increased parliammtary representatmn, Faure

. had not committed himself. (9)

There the matter raateﬂ untll December when a newnly-

. formed “Rhodealte" Llectoral committee(loyin Cape Town

: declded to adopt Faure as 1%3 aandidate in the lLegislative

COuncil electians¢(11) rrom what fbllowed it mist be cone

‘cluded that the §,A.P.A, and n;eqtqral eomm+ttee had inten-

. ded to co—operate in seedring‘the'return of Pfogresaive

. candidates’in darch 1898, but tnat the questson of Faure's
v.lcandldature caused the S.A. P.A. to0 break ite pact with the

. Blectoral Committee. what is more,Jagger resigned from the

5.A.P.h. and joined the Elsctorsl COmmittee.(la}

. According to the g Times which amnnounceé the

resignation on December Srd, Jagger, besides being a member

of the S.A.P.A.;yaé’also a member of "a small electoral
commitiee which may be taken; or at least has been taken,
as in some cense or another ‘'Rhodesite' ". Innes had main-

tained that theae tWO«organﬁsations nere incompatidble and

-‘Jagger thereupon resigned from the S.A.P. A.!IB)

But on the following day a letter written by Innes
revealed that Jagger had resigned because the S.A.F.A. had
retused to adopt Faure as one of its candidates. The reasons
given for this refusal were that Favre had "in the past voted

antz-Excise and antx-Liquor Bxllg He has supp@rted the 2d._

(9) 1vid.

(10)Iater known as the Progressive Electoral Commi ttee and
subsequently as the Central Progreéssive Committee. T.E.
Fuller was Chairman of the latter and it seems probabdle
" that this organisation wasg indeed formed by a nucleus of
those Progressives sho during the Firet Rhodes Finistry
belonged to the Progressive Committee in Parliament.

(11) Cape Times, 4 December 1897. -

(12) Ibid., 3 Decenber 1897.

(13) Ibid.
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duty on meat and an 5ncreésea duf&«oh gféﬁm“ In fact Faure
| had not"stood on a single plank of tbe SiB.Piho platiorm9(14)
The Cape Times rightly concluded that what was really
| 'at the root of the matter Was "tbe much larger question of
'thearelationa of Liberal Progressives in the Colony with the
iargé'(probabiy hdchilérger) section of colonists who ray be
roughly descrlbed as anti-Bond, without being partzcularly
frogresaive" 15) Certain issues were stoted €0 be shaping
themselves as the election approached, iscues both external
and ;ntefnél'to tha_cape Colony and whereas the S.A.lLeague
w.s sound on one sei, the S.A.P.A. was equally sound on the
b%here There were many members 6i thé_S.Aé?oAa and S.A.
.Leégue who were sound on both. here thewdedﬁsion had to be

made between candidates sound on both S.a. League and S.4.P.A

. platforms and candidates sound @n”ﬁéitherg tho solution was

~ simple. In &l other cases théﬂggng ggggg‘fe1t that the choice
of candidates "must turn on the relative amount 6f importance
._to be attached 4o the two gets uf prmnciple By and on practxcal
‘.and perspnal azaeuiesues“,(ls) 'Jagger's attitude was ob-
viously’supportéd-by the Cape Times, end in view of the fact
4that Garrett ﬁas attempﬁing to attract all anti-Bond sections
40 the Progressive Party, this championing of Jagger's stand
islﬁnderstandable.
No doubt the question of.Faure's candidature showed

Garrett that his conquest of Innesfﬁaa‘to‘be no simple matter

#

for Innes was averse to compromige; even at a time when the

political future of the Colony seemed at stake.
. On December 1%3th Jagger stated that he had resigned
from the Executive of the S.A.P.A, bocause of lnnes' statement

that all the reforms desired by that Organasatmon "would come ”
(14) Cape Times, 4 December 1897¢ y !
(15) Ibid. . ‘ f
(16) Ibid. _ |

e e Fomes
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some day..."(17) These words Jogger felt "would come very
appropriately £rom some. 9hilosapher who nevex ‘leaves his -
| astudy, but not from an active political leader®., Innes mas.
1not<taking steps to see the men who supporte& hjs ﬁlafform
returned to the Legislative Councily the 8.A.P.A. was not
_‘formed on a. sufficiently brosd basis, and the lack of funds
“would prevent that association from doing ang effectxve p015~
tical organasa%ﬁon outside the.Penmnsula.(lB)
Now while it is true that Innes' statement that
reforms "would come aome dag“f&aa’aniy'ma&é in'& speech after
Jagger>had‘reeigned,(19) it does. seem likely that Innes'
=-fidea1ism coupled with the other eriticisms 0f Innes and the
‘SshoPohs hal in fact prompted the resignation. There was
every indicdtion that the éqming.elecﬁoral contast would be
‘o bitter one énﬁ‘that a forceful leader would be roequired by
- the party wnich was 1o 0ppésé ihe‘Baﬁﬁ at the palls. Innes
had not impressed Jagger as having the qualities of such &
leader and the S.4.P.A., with ite limited funds aﬁﬁ 400 clearly
- definéd ‘political platform, was not the organisatsion which
would effectively'oppaee'ﬁhé Bon&rin the cblohy. It wag
probably for these reasons thut Jaggor decided to throw in
“hig lot with the Eléctotal"cémﬁiﬁteeﬂhiehfwaa probably better
endovied wiﬁh funds’gﬁﬁ had a broad e@augh basis o attract
all anti-Bond colonists. o
Innes showed that he was not prepared to compromise
on the-éuesﬁion of Faure's candidature and im his election
- speech at 3imonstown on December 10th he expresged his views
on the "Rhodes question“.(zo) Then he stated that it‘was
quite 1mpossiblé for him 10 discuss the lines %the eleétibns
were 1ike1y 40 be fought upon “witheui sayang aomething of the

(175 Cape Tnmes, 13 December 1897 .
(18) Ibia.

(19) On December 10th at Simonstown.
(20) Cape Times, 11 December 1897.
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posntxon occupzed in politics by Mr.Rhedes, not only
:because Nr.Rhodes was a big man and most powerful factor
-in Gelonial polit;cs, but beeauae many ef Hr.nbodes' fr:ends
¥ 1nﬁascreet1y, in his opinion - seemed to0 he bent upon |
’wfighting these eleetnons on Mr.Rhﬁﬁes' name, makimg rt a
f”personal mattere and their object aeemed to be to elect any.
candidates Who would call themaelves adherem-.s of fﬁr.ahoﬁea, |
”though upon matters connected witb essent131 politica they
.’might he as far asunder as. the pales. I£ they read the
"'press of the cOuntry and licteneﬁ o nhat they heard, it was
. ;quite clear that the extreme men on both sides were deter~
_ ;minea to divide the whole cemmunity and the whale country
‘V_into two camps, Kruger anﬁ Rhodes. In thi@ seheme of
5thinge there was- no room for moderate men, for politicians
who were not "in the aervice of &x.Rhades.a.ﬂ were in the
Bervice of Paul Kruger..a. (21) Innee refused to be driven
1nto either of'these camps " « not by any amaunt of popular
clamour. not by any amount of personal critjcism....
Furthermore, if the electiona nere to be foaght on Rhedes
 anﬂ antx-Rhodes 13n9u§ “the result waulﬂ be a great amount
of passaon and. racial feelzng and bitt@rnees, ﬁhlch would
._vwork incalculadle injury in the future“. 1% was neither
proper,‘expedient, hor right "afteﬁ what hal happeﬁe& during
the past twe years, to accept any name ag a rallying cry®
durlng the comlng elect;on campaign (22)
Finally, on thia question. Innea explained that he
felt Rhodee should come forward and eay that he had large
questions to deal with in the Horth, and enough 10 occupy
his attention thefe for the present; so that he had no

Ades re to take a, prominent part in Cape 9olitncs.' If he

(21} Ihnd.‘
(22; 1Ibid..



- 176 -

did this, Innes said, "he would be doing a real‘eé:Vice to
the country* (23) | ' |
By the enﬁ 0f December 1897, tnerefare, ‘Tnries had
shown that in addition to his refusal te aom@rgmige on the
quegstion of support for a'can&iaaf@'who\éiﬁ not subscride to
a progressive and liberal platform, he would not joﬁn ‘the
ranks of the pro-Rhodes pariy who were seeking to fight the -
elections on racial lines, -
| On New Year's Day 1898 Garrett once again attempted
40 induce the S.A.P.A. and InheS‘t@_ca—operaﬁe with the Rhodes
party which embraced the S.A.league and Electoral COmmittée.(24)
At the same time Garrett appeélea to Rhodes to pledge himself
to0 some planke in ‘the Progressive pla%formg |
| | The political situation in the Gape Colony was
dominated by the Uitlander issue in the Trensvaals Qgirett‘
stated, The th&es-xrugerﬁhnﬁithesés in South Africa had now”.
bscdmé the Rhodes-Hofmeyr antithesis in the Cape Colony. The
supporters of Krugerism had been driven 4o the aﬁtiarrbgressive
side, while ﬁhévﬁeféfm Party found itcelf driven into the arms
of Rhodes, "who in April (1897) formulated as his War-cry
'Bqual rights for all whité men south of the Zambesi'w, (%)
thile Hofmeyr therefore was the leader of the mrty supporting
Krugerism vs. the Uitlanders, Rhodes ﬁa&”lonk@&-ﬂpon as the
leader of the party treating Kruger'aﬂaoverﬁment ag the danger-
poipt in the political situation. The aim was to unite the
Progressives {(Innes' group) with the Rhodes party.(26)
In attempting %o achieve this united Progressive
front, the desire wao not "tonorge the Innes #ing in\thevﬂnades

party, with Mr.Rhodes as sole and suffscaent meader“ Garrett

23) Tbid. o
524) Cape Zimes, 1 January 1898.
(25) Ibid,

(26) 1bid.
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continued, for Rhodee could never lead the “outuandnout
. 1iberal Erogrea«ivee“ (2?) Whaﬁ Garrett deazre& to see was

‘.'1he Rhodes: and Innes wings "a& much allied agaﬁmet the Bond,
“:Retrogress;ve,»Republican,.Bloodwis—tbickewaﬁhageeommona

' sense-party,” as the Conservatives were with the Liberal

(28)
In order to effect thlq alliance, it vas neceesary
%hat'inﬂea-gshould;maheiit‘glear that_his}ﬁimﬁﬁ‘s Town speech

did«nﬂt_méan any adhesion on his part go_tne<iastracis@

- 'Rhodes?, one-man-vendetta policy of the-bffieial Bond" ané

gecondly, - that Rhodes. Naheulﬁ p&edga himself t@ aowe reason-
- able fraction of the Progresaive Platform se well supgorteﬂ
. by Mr Innes“(29)

It should no‘t be 4iffs eult for Rhodaa to accept

 some af:%he.Erogreauive‘planka,‘Garratt stated, for he was
.. already a Progressive with regard to Rédistributien and Com-
v pulsory Education. If now he could adé to these gupport for
- the Innes ILigquor Bill and the 26% reducti@n in dutles on

‘bread -and mat, there WOuld be nothing %o hinder the alljance.

Both Innes and Rhodes were stated to be agreed on the adOmi =
nant dssue - "Equal Rights irvespective of Race", (30)

. That Innes should nave main%azned his 1ndepenaence
of the Rhodes‘party,_even‘after this appeal, wae to be
expected, for the dominant isauegwhiﬁh Garrgt% maintained
the two men were agreed upen was not a trué réflection of the
situation. The "Eqnél Rights® questiqm fbr £h9des had an
anti-Kruger basis and‘phile‘xnnee had showﬁ‘that he sympathiseﬂ‘

with-the demands of the Uitlanﬁers for 1egitima%e rights, he
" was not prepared to have as one of the planke in the s A P.A.

| T‘?)x Ibad.
(29)  7Ivid.

(30)  1Ibid.
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platform such a racial is sue.(SI) |
During the next three monthe Garrett concentrated
hls efforts on Rhodes and by ¥arch 5th he eﬁuld announce |
that he had sueceeaed 1n his conquest of Rhaﬂas.(32) The
ﬂlzberal measurea,adopted‘hy the Fragresaivawfarty would be
| supported by Rhoﬁes an& as & result the Pr@gressiVe cause
would receive “such -an impetus among moderate men in ohe
~couniry" as they had never yet. received from any political
event.(33) On March 12th Rhodes made his. 6ebut as the
”.spokesman,o;;ﬁne.ErOQress;ye Party when he supported the
Ti’c’kct of Three - I«‘ 5. Staleg.er, Gmham and d A ;Paurje -
at the Good Hope . ﬂall meeting in. Cape Towh. (34) |
| | E.T.Oook relates that garrett's "nain objects
were to put ¥r.Rhodes agaln in 4he naddle, and %o make hlm
; a Prograsszve.: The. latter purpoee Bas the nore dafflcult of
the 1950, but Garrett dld 19, (35) That Rhodes' conversion
-éto the Progressive platform was by no means complete appears
='from the opinion Garrett'expreeseﬂ*to écok: .. he (Rhodes)
- is al] right, syeaking lergely on my phrases and with my
po;nta", though "not always word perfect”. (36)
| That the choice of Rhodes as a leader of the
Progressive Party was'nct unanimously approved ar'desjred
by English-speaking seétiené in the Colony before Harch 1898,
becomes obvious ffém the correspondence of Milner, Brabant |
- and Jagger. Indeed, these three prominent men had been ine
¢clined to favour the choice of Innee as_leader of the Party.
On July S5th 1897 NMilner: wrote té:bhamberlain-
*If Rose Innes or some other man who was not mixed up with

Rhodea® plans could keep them (the British party) together

[€18) dee infra. .
(32) g pe Times, 5 March 1888
(33%) 3bzd.
§34) Cape Times, 14 March 1898
35) E.T.Cook, Edmund Garrett. A Memoir, pps 134 et. seq..
(36) Ivid., p. 142.




as a counterpoise to any e%tremé Affikandér or Dutch party
| it would a great ass:stance to the Imperza).eavernment" (57)
_He realised that averythﬁng wae point:ng 40 Rhodes becommng
‘.»%he leadar of the Progrecaaves, a poait:on which virtually

. entailed ‘the 1eadersh1p of all Britieh colonzste in South

Afrlca, and this he regardea as "a: great pxty", for Rhodes,
v‘_he felt could not unite the English ”wlthout giving offence
and cauee of suspicion t@ the Buteb" (38) To Eﬁifertgo
. wanted to bring Escombe and Sprlgg “to a joxnm policy 1eading
: towards Federatlon...",(jg) it appearea neeeﬁsarv Yo convince
: 399.3ﬁ?°h,3h?t “wpylg British gupre@aay‘musg e mintained®,
Mﬂug geggrdvqoulq be given to "lecal feeling and Dutch centie-
men@;,q{?(4°) This aim céu;d hest\he achieved if Innes,
yather than Rhodes, was entrusted with the leadership of
. the Progresaive Party in Sauﬁh Afriaaﬁq
| |  From a letter Brabsnt wrate 1o 1nnes after the
latter had de1§Vereﬂ his eleetxon speech at szwonstawn on
_ Becemper 10th, it appears thot grgbant hOped %o induce Innes
to take over the S.A.league pxesidency,from him, the |
acceptance of which would have virtually assured Innes of the
lea@ership of the Progressive Party. He wrote that he for
one agreed with "nearly all’ Innes had had to say about the
futq:e’policy of\the Progressive Party. ﬁse entirely‘is
this the‘cése that I cannot understend why you do not join
the Yeagve and take my place in February,” and lest Innes
should still be in doubt as to the homa fides of the League,
‘he added, "Porhape you my think that we are nothing but a
. '‘Rhodes Party'. so_fér-fram'this-l have taken every oppor-
tuniﬁyxof insisting upon the Ieague retaining perfec%'ﬁnde—

pendence, and not allowing 1tself to be merged into a great

é}?) M.IOPCQ PP. 71"'12&
58) Ibi&., po 72-
(59} Ibid. |

(30) Ibid.
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;lahvodlefs' pér‘f.y-. As you know x am a grea‘t bel:mvez' in Rhodes
anﬂ hza ﬂorthern policy but I da natgayprave PPN of hns Way
\of carrying it out, and whxlst 1am rre51éent of the League
 1 sha 1l insist upon havmg a free han(i in th:ts respec‘bﬁ (41)
| K Jagger on behalf of the fmagressive Llectoral Gommi~
*'ttee vuzced the same Opinzoms when hé wrote explaznlng why
’ he had reeigned from the S.A.P.A. He denied Innes' alleu
gatnon th&t tha Progressive Eleetoral Cammitﬁee was sntent
‘On fight:ng the alections on Rhoées' name.‘ in $act Jagger
o believed thgt Rhodes would take Inneﬁ' aGV1ce aﬁdwaot téke a
prominen% part in Cape politicsg anﬁ concluded ", let me
Bay that the 1eadersh1p of the Pregreseive party 1a\¢t111
' opeﬂ,*and‘aé'ﬁrglﬁnes’kﬁﬁﬁé is practically at his disposal.
- I@%'him'givé up ﬁié Qoé;ﬁiénAef aloofness and e@me down
intoléhe"fighﬁ. iet him eﬁchshgé thé poéition 6f‘a'preachef
for that ofia'figh%ing Eeédéi;.he would haveffhe advantage
" of our organiSafion and we should have the a&vammage of his
moderating influence, of his abilities, and of the confidence
in his szngleminaednese which isa felx by all Sautn Afrncggza
But Innes refusef to accept the assurance of the

leader of the's.A.Iaggue-and 5pake§nah of the Progressive
Electoral Committee that their organisations were not Rhodes
partiee and for this as well as the reasons prev;ously atated,
he &eclined the leadershxp of the Progresgive Party. Garrett
was %hus enabled to provzde‘the Party with the leader of his
choice and in doing 20 was severly criticised by P.A.Volteno.
"He (Rhodes) is no real progreassive®, he wrote to Innes,“and
 all Garrett's talk ic merely so much chaff o catch and use
the progressives now that the Bond refused to be used any more

by thﬁes ~'wha%‘detefioratﬁan‘it must mean in & man to act as

{41) E.Y.Brabant to J.Haso Innes, 15 Decenber 1897 (R.AQP.)
(42) Cape Times, 13 December 1897.
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' Garrett is now doing ccnurary to all bis fgne prlnc1ples

once prefeseeﬂ in supporting all %hat Rhodee does“ (43)

| Ln conclu51on reference must be maﬁe t@ Rhoﬁea’
initjal reluctance tm aocept the leaderah1p Qf the Pro« :
gresaave Party._ mhe gggn,&“ggm andieatea on 22 &ay 1897

+hat - Rhodee could atmll count on the ﬂu@porﬁ 6£ ihe Afria
| kaner mmnarity in Paarl@ The 1mplicati@n thar@ waa %aat the

_ Rev.b.J. du mogt and his follewezs were nat to be overlooked

as a. pos 1b1e prounhedea influenee :n thc Bond Du Toit

) was s%ill a member of the Gommzseae van QGEﬁicht( 4)but at

the sume time, ﬂofmeyr, relates, he weg the otrﬁngest

,chaﬂ@ion of Bhades, “the high pr;est of Imperjaliﬁmu (45)

As edmtar of Het gagb anﬁ promoter of the C@lonial Union

‘he was act:vely engaged in ﬁecuriﬂg Afrikansr aupport for

Rhadeg,(46f and it wag pr@bably because the latter was
wa*ting t0 see how auccessful du Teit's eff@rts would be that
he hen:tated hefore becoming 8 ?ragre*szve..

Rhodes had probably coaa;aered the advantages
the Bond organisat on would have over 1ts rivel: in the
1898 electxong and concluded that the proapegta of suceess
0f such a closely-knit political g&cup ané ita weli-

organicsed party‘méchine were infinitely greater than those

:af the Qisunited an& inexperienced aﬁtﬁummzﬁ EXoupsSe

Is ﬁhoées' paiiey.af cloger union was to succeed
he preferfed fo'await developmente from Bond quarteia for

once e ha& been accepted by that pawarful organisatlon, he

- gould set about enlﬁstﬁng support for his scheme from the

Emglish.politlcal pxganisatzona@ Already in Hovember 1897
ﬁhe Diomond Fieids Advertiser caul@'report that thére wers

(45) . Hoiteno to Je.ROBe Innes; 10 ABgUSt 1898 (R. joPi)
(ﬂ4; Hofmeyr, op. cite, p. 519.
(45 Ibld () po )14. ’

{46)llalikery L.G.Ve, Po 324,
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rumcnxs_cpncerninglxhe financial assistancefﬁhodes_wes
ﬁﬁﬁimg 30 the S.hA. Ieague,‘47)a regart ﬁhieh tenﬁs to sub-
stantlata the ags ertJOn that Rhodea was nreparimg the grounﬂ
far a coalition of Bund anﬂ S;A.Ieague organzsations o
furtner his objects.. | | B
| ¥hat. seems likely to have finally &ecxded Rhodea
'abau$_accepﬁing the lgaﬁgrsn;p of the Progreseive Party was
theQﬁpeech'Qiine? delivere&_aﬁ Gf@afiwaeingﬁean_wa§§h.3gé.'_:
1868, {wo déys_pefaxe,the_gggg,ggggg géportegvtﬁe conversion
véf,ﬁhnﬂeg.f.In}alliprobability.Eﬁlnef!a speech gave xhe‘final
1mpetus'to7thg qampaign qhigizﬁa;r@ttvﬁaatheen waging since
July 1897, o , |
,_Oa”ﬂqrgh.Srd M%Iner ﬁas pregented.with an'adafess |
by Bondsmen at @réafﬁaneinetg(aalin‘wnich ﬁhey protested
againsy the charges oi dialoyalty made against the Bond and
requested him ta convey to the Queen the expreseion of thegr
unsnervinglloyaltyt In reply &ilnerkstateq quite clearly
what he comceived to be.the,duty,ﬁf-aritiah subjects of
Dutch nationality in their rglationé towards the Imperial
Government anq}towarﬂs the Republics. If the Dutch citizens
.,0f the Colony dezired to preserve thg South African Repub-
1icaJandlprom6té goga_relations"betwean it @d the British
colonies, "then let them use all ﬁhe?i influence, ﬂpt 5n'
confirming the mranavaél 1n.unjustif;ed suspicions, nmtrin
encouraging its Government in ubsxinaﬁg_résmstance_tc‘ail |
reform, but‘in 1nﬁucing it,gréﬁuallyv%ﬁfaséimilaté its in-
stitutions, and what ie even more important than institutions,.
the temper and spirit of its administration 4o those of the
free communitﬁe of South Afxica, such as thze Golony or
“the Orange Tree State", (4 q) o /- '
(47) wgg}ﬂ gggigg, & November 1BQTe A
(48) T.Kuller, lord Milner and South Africa, ps 518.

Milo Pu' Ppn 244“246.
© (49) Ibid., p. 246
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The "pro-Transvaal agitation in Cape celony was
more and more assuming a disloyal character5 and the advice
Milner gaﬁe t0o the Bond in the Colony on-thé‘eve of the‘
Legislative Council elections was tb assist the Imperial
Government in its demands for reform in the Tranaveal, there-
by demonstrating its loyalty.

| Milnef had broken silence. Early in February 1898
‘Kruger had been re-elected Precident for a further five years
by an overwhelming majority,(5°),Byﬁ?ebruary 164h Kruger had
rép&diated the égreemenﬁ with Chisf austide Kotue as to the
poﬁer of judge& to test any wet or besluit and enforced
Iaw No. 1 of 1897.(51) Kotze was diomissed and this, coupled
" with the fact that appealh under the Aliens® Erpulsion Law
would nov have to0 go "t0 the uneympathetlc executive®, (52)
indicated the stiffening in the Transvaal Read's attitude
to0 any outside interference in thet Republie. In‘these Cire
cumstances Milner had "warned all whom it might comcern
that Great Britain was not going to relinguish her para-
mountcy in Southein Africa from fear of a heavily armeﬁ'
Transveal and its Colonial sympathizersn.(®3)

] The reaction of Cape Progressives to this speech -
was instantaneous, for Innes relates that it mde Milner at
bnce *4he real leader of the British aeétion“(54)anﬂ ﬁalker 4
maintéins that it aroused the enthusiasm of the'Progreesives
and con&inced the Bond ﬁthat the Queen's repreeentativé had
thrown his weight on the side of their opponente" (55)

Two days later Bhodee emerged as the leader oi‘ihat
section in the 001ony which was determined to maintain Bri-

tish supremacy not only in the Cape but 1ndeeﬁ in South Afraca

(50) Walker, L.d.V., D. 318.
(51) Ibid.
(52) ’i‘%alker, WePuS.4,y P 103.
%53) ibvid., p. 104.
54) Rose Innes, op. cit., p.177.
(5%) Valker %.P.S., p. 104.
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(41) |
jiThe Progressive Party had thus been provided with a
leader and the task nyéfgénising the election bampaign was
enxrustéd‘to-the Progresaive Electoral CGﬁmiﬁ%ee and S,A.
iaague'ﬁith theJS.A}P.A.,supporting Progressive candidates
it approved of;(ss)* These three organisations were 4o return
Progréseive canﬁiﬂatés %o Parliament in March 1898, but there
is éVidencé'to show that co-operation between the S.A.P.A. on
the one side and the Progressive Electoral Committee and
| S.A.'i:eéfgué on the ot‘hef wae not whole hearted.
) Preparationa for the Legislative Counezlevllegxfnt:and in
hand with ‘the organieat:on for the later genaral elections
and 8o we 'find Richard Solomon, the holder of the De‘Beere'
retainer, writing t6 Innes that Rhodes had impﬁse& certain
condxtions which Solomon would have to agree 40 if he desired
to0 have support for his eandidature in the Kimberley conézg%.
Solomon refused to accept Rhodes! conditions for he felt that
the only thing that made public life poceiblé was indepen=-
dence an& "fo sacrifice that to an unscrupulous fellow iike
R~ is paying too:dear a price for politicél honours. I
suppose my rejection of hic conditions means poiiticél
extinction", he wrote, "as I cannot stand for Kimberley without
(58) | |
Solomon also made no secret of his distrust of the
*so-called Progrecsive Party". "Their... object is to bring
Rhodee back into office and they have the audacity to put for-
ward e programme of measures for which the most of them dont |
(sic) 6are one d- mnd eﬁeryone of which Rhodes, their chief,
opposed and will oppoée agéin if bhe can get thé¢ support of
the Bond®. (59 8010mon's diallke of the Progressives wae

(56) Vide aupra. f

(57) R.Solomon to J.Rose innes, 24 Januavy 1898, (R.1. P.)
(58) Ibid.

(59) Ib] do l
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hovever ndt\GOnfined to Rhodes, for he wrotey "I think one
of the most contemptible of their leaders is 61d Fullers,(60)

Jameg Butler wrote asking Innes whether the 8.,A.P.A.
would aas:st ALGilfillan, whc refused to stanﬁ as an 5.4, Lgague
candidate or accept financial assietance from that organiéa%lon.
‘Acceptance of support from the Fragrgssive,ﬁlectoral Committee
and the S.A .Lengue seemed t0 be synonymaus_with\agceptance
‘of their programmes znd Solomon and A.Gilfillan were unable .
to bind themselves to that extent.

On the other hand. the S.A Peh. 4id support two can-
didates of the Ticket of Three which the Ercgre sgive Party
- put uplin.zheHWestern Cirecle clection, F.Y.8%.leger, Graham
.and J.A.Faure were adopted as the Progressive ¢andidates and
the first two were aleso adopted as candidates of theASoAfgzgn

The questions of a party programme, party funds and
a favourable press aeménﬂed attention. _ThevsﬁagP.A. programme
#was announced by its Fresident at Simonstown on 10 December
1897. The essential points from this speech reiterated the
Association's adherence %0 clauses 2a, b, é, dy € and g of
its Constitution. In addition, Innes urgea'the introduction
of an immigration policy to strengthen the white pépulation
in the Colony and the adoption of a native pelicy which, though:
firm, muet be just. With regard to external afféirs, Innes
declared himself to be in favour of restoring eanfidence.
in the Transvaal 5y urging the a@opfipp of ref@rms.in a friend-
1y spirit and temperate sence. The progress of Rhodesia should
be aseisted “in all ways not incompatidble with the true wel-
fare" of the Cape colonyfiss)
: The Progressive Electoral Committee platform was

outlnned on December 13th hw Jagger when he stated that 5ts

(60) 1bid. ’

.'(613 James Butler to J.Rose Innes, 22 April 1898 (R.l P.)
(62 g pe Times, 23 March 1898

(63) gg Times, 11 December 1897,




planks were “Compulsory educatlon, Re&z#trnbutﬂ@n Bf seats,
Reﬂuction of taxation on the neceeearzes of llfe, The restric-
tion of the sale of liquor to natives. Egual rlghtﬁ for all
white men 1n Soutn Africa anﬁ CGrdzai co-operation Hlth |
Rhodeaia 1n promotang the progress af that country“ (64)
| | Xn February 1898 the S.A Ieague pzogramme was B
referred to by Brabant when the Sehe Ieague CGngresl met in

Gape Town onrebruary Tth 13980 He stateﬂ thdt their polxtlca1 -
'programre was based on the lBQf Congress resolutions and
includea compulsory educatnon as f@r as practxcable; 3mpraved
sanitation of olon:al towna and v:llagés, supgar% of the

Innes I@quof Bill or any otber'measure :estractxng the sale

of 1iqﬁor to natives? an excise on caloniai séirits} a reduc-
tion 6f duties'oﬁ‘the necessarieﬂ_of>life, supﬁort of irri-
gatianTaﬁd railway constrﬁction and ﬂgenerally speakiné,‘.
favouring the éxpannion of the country and %he administration

of the affairs on broad and liberal princlples"- (65)0n the

vgxed queataon of f£iscal refbrm, gggth Afrzca( )and the
Cape Times Tlmes( T eould report that the Lesgue hod agreed to com-
promise on the food duties and that a 50 per cent reduction r
on duties had been agreed 40 ihetead.of total abolition.
On March 12th Rhodes outlined what he coneidered

40 be the_progrémme'of the Progressive Party. The meat éuty
_would be taken‘off;and there would be Government aid with

cold storage, if hédessary; duties an other foodgtuffs would

be reduced ' to such an extent as may prove possxblp w:thout
i
ruining the farmer, helped as he will be by free admlSSJO? |

68) .
of hig produce to.the Noxrth, with its protective railway rate$

i

redistribution on a POpulation bagiss compulsary education

which noul& g+ permiaaive by districteag an exclqe to be levied

{64) Cape gzmes, 12 December 1597

(65) Proceedings of the Meeting of the Congress of $hie uDUth
. African League, 1898, p.5.

266) South Africa, 12 February 1808 ,
67) “_pe Pimeg, 11 February 1898 ..

(68) Cape Times, 14 March 1898
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not on farms but on canteens; support for Innes' Liquor Bill;
- and an uncondatjanal regular annual vote for the Ravy; and
\closer union between the Cape Golony, Flate1l and Rﬁ0d8863 in
five years when the latter earrled a population (69)
The pollay Rhodea had expounded was stated by the
,wg_ g&ggg to show no jump, no break but a eens;ble and
s:gnit:cant curve. The change in a ward. 15 from a set of
'views on progress puu in the form 1@%5% offenszva 4o a Bond
| majorzty end a Hofmeyr domlnataon. to the aame eet of views
expressed with the precnse objpct of challengdng and breaking
that domination®. (70)

Ehat Rhodes had not conpletely neglected his
£aithful Bond aupporters at Paarl, becomes obvious when his
pplicy with’regafdrto the duties on food and the excise ls
borne in mind. *éhe wheat farmer was to be pratecfed. ahd in
this respect the S.A Ieague V1ewpolat had also beeﬁ upheld,
The wine~industry was favoured inasmuch as canteens and not
the farms were to pay the levy on colonial spirits.

But questicns like compulsory education, redistri-
bution, the éxcise and the Innes Iiquor Bill weré not the

daminant issues in the struggle against thé Bond in the 18Y8

- elections. In Avgust 1897 South Africa declared "Everything
points to the next general election being fought ¢n~tﬂe‘i$sue
of Dutch or Englisnh supremaey"a(71) In December the Cape Times
could report that the electorate was canfrante& by "the Colo~-
nial v. Republican qgestion, the Ultlander v.Krugerite

' Question; thevKual Righf v. Domination questienﬂ_(72) Innes
had stated that the whole country was divxéed into two camps,
Kruger and Rho&es,(73) while on Rew Year's Day Garxrett had

expreased the oplnnon that the polntical situatzom in the

Eﬁ ) Ib.«!.d 'Y _
Vindex, op. ¢it., pp.525-528.

(70) Cape Times, 14 March 1898

(71) South Africa, 28 August 1897, p.. 461¢

(72) Cape Times, 4 December 1897,

(7%) Cag_ Times, 11 December 197,
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‘Cape Colony was dominated by the Uitlander iesue in the
Transvaal;(?4) .

'And while Garrett could decimre with a vien %o pere
suading Innes 40 whole-heartedly eupport the Progressive front,
that Rhodes' Good Hope Hall speech an‘maréh 12th wie indeed
an indication that.the main planke in lnnes! platform had
. been adopted by‘Rhodes - "gll praisé tofﬁ?;lnnas“gjs)in'
‘actual tact this was not important. ~While there might have
been agreément‘between.Inﬁes and ‘Rhodes on certain”intérnal
questions such as redistribution, a Liquor Bill and the con-
4ribution to thé Navy, on the alleimportant guestion of
relations with the Transvaal, those two leaders differed
fundamentally. | |

;Rhodea'was still imbued with the desire to effect
clogser union of all the States and colonies in South Africa.
The'obstécle‘to his scheme was the isolationist policy of
fhe.mranEVaal, and so Rhodes on Maréh 12¢h stated fhaﬁ'his
‘aim was to promote the union of the country ®without inter-
fering® with neighbouring States, "by sympathy nith the new
population in the Transvaal and by close aesociation with
the Northern State® (Rhodesia).(7®) This close association
was to include Rhodesia, Natal and the Cape(77) and though
Rhodes did not amplify thie statement,vthe implicaticn ié
‘clear - the Transvaal and the Free State were to be hemmed in
and presumably forced into the union. But the key to such a
'unienilay'in the Cape Colony where an election was 1o be
fought vagainsﬁh the party controlled by Hofmeyr with Ons Iand
acting as his mouthpiece.(’S) This party cupported the

. Transvaal implicitly and its csuccess in the coming elections

(74) Cape Times, 1 January 1898,
(75) Cape Times, 14 March 1898,
(76) Vindex, 6p. cit., po 538.
(77) Ibid.. .- |

(78} Ibid., pp. 532-533. \
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would keep up "oad feeling in the new community of the Trans»
vaal and 1n the young State in the North", (79)The cape B
| electorate “must be carei‘ul lest by cont:.numg & non~ - |
Progresczve magorlty" 1n Parliament, it drove away Rhode31a
and ut%erly isolated the new populatlon in the Transvaal.(ag)‘:xm
"Because when the one gets :ts wealth and +the other gets its
: rights, it is probable that the two will ga together", and
'1eave the Cape “at the shank end of the cont1nent" (81)Rhodes
_ threatened. In other words, if the Cape elec%mrate regected
Rhodes° scheme of uniting the:r Colony w1th Natal and Rhodes:a,
a unzon hostlle to the Cape Colony would be eﬁfected. | o
| | Innes on the other hand wished to restore confndence
in the Transvaal “by bringlng a consensus of S@uth Afr:can
opin:on to bear upon the questlon in a temperate sense and in
a frlendly qplrlt", Whlch he stated "should and mugt have weight
' without anw des:re to 1nterfere with the 1ndependence of the
country,....@(aa) :Innes dld nat mentmOn the isolatlonist
pol1qy of the Transvaal or for that matter the support that
pollcy was getting”frem the Bond, the Rhodes Y Kruger and
Rhodesv;lﬁofmejr Questiaﬁs were in no way reflected in his
election pfogramme, Garrett had chosen.to disrégard this essen-
tia1 di£féfeﬁce between the two platforms. _!A o
- Wlth regard 10 the funds at the dlsposal of the Pro-
- gre°51ve Party there were’ rumours in November 1897 that the ,
S.A. I@ague wag belng fnnanced by Rhodes and Brabant deemed it
necessary to refute these allegatlons. He wrote to the Dlamond

vFields Advertiser that "s0 far as he knOws, Mr.Rhodes never

contrlbuted a penny to the funds af the Ieafue. He has never
offered ahy, and has certalnly never been asked for pecunlary

"assistance "( 3)

(79) Ibldo’ pp- 537 5385
(80). Ibid., Pe 544.

(81) Ibid. . : C

(82) Cape. Times, 11 December 1897. '

(83) Quoted in South Africa, 6 NWovember 1897, p. 282,
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This-might have been true in November 1897 but in. -

;January‘Richard;ﬁose,lnnes‘wro%e o his bratherfstating

,that 4he elections were 40 be: fought out with ”funds,

_bsuppl1ed byrﬁhade-"( 4)and based his concluqlom on: a letter

} -he had recelved from C P.Crevie, the Secretary of uhe s A.

iy

)t
N

'Eeague asking hlm to stand agalnst Charles Wolteno for

'
g

LA

Lembulana.ﬂ Crewa gave the impressian of haV1ng ample furds
at his dlsposal for he merely drew on "the (Progr9531ve
Electaral) Commlttee" as, the eccanlon arase.( 5) Eow thns

might not have ‘beeny 06HClUSlve evwdence that Rhodes was

‘.mupplylng the Pregre351ve Llectoral Commlttee w:th funds,A

but Fuller 8 statemenﬁ during the parllamentary se3ﬂ10n B

ﬁhat-he,himself.had”asked Rhodes to subscribe.to the;Prof

- gressive Electoral Committee funds and that. "Rhodes did So
,libgrally"(aé)dpeg‘indieate'the true.position;_admittedly‘

'QFuiler added,that large sums had been c01lected frbm cther

,‘scurces, several Gape Tawn gentlemen contr:buting £100

~donationse

K
2

On March 30th the Cape mimés stated, that "The party

L Just, axganlsed for the first time against the Bond has been

= That»thls‘wasuby no means remerkable was explained by this

newspaper when it related, "It was fair in one way that kr.

. Rhodes chould pay 40 repair. a disorganisation largely due to

(87)

- organised partly with Mr.Rhodes's money, let Us say, 1argely""

i

his own discouragemenx of all anti-Bond forces in the past,...z

It must therefare-be concluded that the Progressive

- Party funﬁsiwerezlargely subscribed»by'ﬁhodes though the

, amount of hisvcontributian is not known. That the Pérty's

electiqn»expenées were no doubt considerable suggests,itself;

the w@rk ¢f regiﬁtration, organisation and canvass was

5"necessar31y heavy for a new pol tical party.

(84) R Rose Jnnes to 3. Rose Innes, 5 January 1898 (R.1.P. )
(8%) Ibid.. -

{86). eape Hansard, 1898 (first seesion), p. 187. °

(87). Cape Times, 30 March 1898.
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The Progressive Party was also assured of press

support in the March elections. The Cape Times was an

avowed supporter of the Rhodes party, while Walker relates

- that the Cape Argus group, and "at least one newspaper in

each state or colony south of the Zambesi" was controlled
by Rhodes and his adherents.(as) Furth ermore it:was known

that Het Dagblad had long been financed by Rhodes. There

remained the Diamond Fields Advertiser to bring into line

and when its editor, Cartwright, heard that Rhodes' support-
ers were intent on buying that Kimberley newspaper, "and
the use of its owner's name till after the elections", he -
wrote, "We cannot believe that Rhodes approves of these
things, for if he does he is simply a second Boss Tweed and
must be smashed".(sg) That Rhodes' supporters were successful
in achieving their object, must be concluded from the fact
that in March 1898 Cartwright was stated to be leaving for
Capetown to start a newspaper there,(go)
As to the choice of Progressive candidates, Innes
relates that the ﬁ%st aprlied "was loyalty to the Fiihrer
(Rhodes) n (9%0a) Indeed Jourdan credits Rhodes with arranging
not only "all the necessary details in connection with the
various constituenoies"(QOb)but also with making the final
decision concerning Progressive candidates, Rhodes in effect
exercised the same function as "the little gang in Camp
Street" (90¢) _ the Commissie van Toezicht comprising S.J.
du Toit, N.F. de Waal en Hofmeyr - whom he so bitterly
attacked in his election speech in March.

And so the Progressive Party machine could enter the

field, adequately supplied with funds, a subservient press

(88) Walker, W.PoSo’ P 102.

(89)Ibid., p. 103.

(90) J.Pooley to J.Rose Innes, 16 March 1898 (R.I.P.)
(90a) Rose Innes, op. cit., p. 170.

(90b) P.Jourdan, Cecil Rhodes, p. 57.

(90c) Vindex, op. cit., p. 540.
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in the strategic centres a popular platform and suitable
candidates. Rhodes and hisvfriends'had been responsible for
providing the funds and press suprort, while Garrett could
claim to have "played & considerable part in shaping the
Progresaive Party".(gl)

On March 16th the Cape Times addressed a messuge to

the electors of Cape Town, three days before the Western
bircle election was due to take place, In view of the fact
that the return of all three Progressive candidates - St.

 Ieger, Graham and Faure - was desired, the Cape Times appealed

t0 the voters to support these men and thereby secure the
defeat of Neethling, the Bond candidate. The Progressives
would be assisted if on an occasion like this the S.A.P.i.,
by implication, would dismiss "the respects and thoughts for
an individual', and sacrifice "everything to the Cauae".(gz)
The Bond platform for the Legislative Council
elections was probably outlined by Neethling, candidate for
the Western Circle, in speeches at Fransch Hoek and Paarl.
Neethling declared himself to be against compulsory education,
the imposition of an excise, the Innes Liquor Bill, the con-
tribution of a battleship to the British Navy and a Redis-
tribution Bill which gave the towns an advantage over the
country.(93)
As to the final results of the March election, the
only comprehensive report of returns appears to be that of
Ons land. But even this newspaper's analysis of electicn
returns is confused. According to Ons land's classification
of the candidates who secured nomination on February 8th,
11 Bond candidates (excluding Neethling) would contest the

23 seats. The remaining 16 were presumab}g Progressives and

(91) E.T.Cook, op. cit., p. 134.
(92) Cape Times, 16 March 1898
(93) Ons land, 15 February 1898
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Independents. Ons land did not class:fy them.(94)

On March 26th Ons Land announced that 12 Bond candi=-
dates had been returned and 11 Frogressives and lndependents,
If, however, the original classification on Fcbruary 8th is
used as a basis for determining the respective successes of
the two main parties, 8 avowed Bondsmen and 10 Progressives
were returned, leaving 5 Independents to be accounted for.
The Bond claimed 4 of these and conceded one to the Progress-
’ (95)

ives, failing to name thenm,

According to South Africa,"12 Rhodes and 11 Hofmeyr

candidates” had "probably been elected/, while Walker states
that "a hostile majority" confronted Schreiner in the legise
lative Council after the fall of the Sprigg Einistry in
October 1898.(97) Ons land's analysis was presumably in-
accurate and the Progressives had indeed scored a narrow
victory, |

(i11)

The first parliamentary session of 1898 opened on
May 20th and ended on June 25th, after Schreiner's no-
confidence motion was carried by two votes.

Before Parliament met, Sprigg was confronted with
the problem of filling the vacancies caused by the resignation
of Upington and te Water, the latter because of the stand
taken by the Cabinet on the redistribution issue.(97)(a)

Upington's portfolio was offered to Innes who de-

clined it and was promptly taken to task by the Cape Times

for not assuming "responsibility for <the new programme",(ga)
True the Minisfry was no longer to be Bond-dominated for te
Water's resignation had severed the l.ust link between the

Government and Hofmeyr.(gg) The prospect of having Sivewright

%94). Ons land, 8 February 1898.
95) Ons land, 26 March 1898

(96) South Africa, 26 March 1898, p. 529 .
(97) walker, &.P.S., p. 117.

(97)(a) Rose Innes, op. cit., p. 167.

(98) Cape Times, 24 May 1898

(99) Raca Innes, op. cit., p.167.
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as a colleague probably determined Innes to refuse the port-
folio, for it was Sivewright's conduct in connection with
the Iogan.contract that had caused the Cabinet split in May
1893. On.May 13th T.L.Graham became Attorney-General and
@ few days later T.W.Smartt accepted the pqrtfolio of
Colonial Secretary.

In, the Speech from‘the Throne, Milner announced
tﬁat the time had arrived "when the electdral divisions and
the number of their representatives should be brought into

n (100)

line with the distribution of the people to-day and

that a Bill had been drafted *providing for the better
representation of the people in Parliament .(101)
The Ministéd was to receive support from the Pro-

(loa)while Schreiner as Leader of the Opposition

gressgive Party
was backed by the Bond members, who constituited the Afrikaner
National Party, and Merriman and Sauer.(1°3) On the cross
benches sat the "Opposition rump® or Moderates, lnnes, Berry,
Beard, Hay, Hutton, Jones, J.C.lolteno, Solomon, Smuts and
Wiener.(lo4)

The solidarity of the Progressive Party was not
lost on Sprigg for it becomes clear from fhe stand he took
on the question of a redistribution of seats, that he was
prepared to dispense with support of the Afrikaner National
Party. This in itself was an indication that a decided
crystallisation of political parties was evident during the
first session of 1898. Furthermore Sprigg's attitude showed

a decided departure from previous Government practice for

not since the entry of the Bond into Cape politics in the

(100) Cape Hansard, 1898 p. 2.
(101) Ibid., p. 3%.

(102) vide infra.

(103)rtialker, W.P.S., pp. 106, 108.
(104) Rose lnnes, op. cit., p. 1b8.
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_garlyhfeignties,fhad a ?rime Minister been able to take a
stand with. regard to a major issue ﬁithout‘havingbfirat~
‘received the,Bohd‘aPproval for such a measure.  Te Water's
;rgs@gnatipn indicated that sPrigguwouldAnot:eampramise bn the
__qgegtidp.Of.redigtributian.H-» -~ |
‘ L gut,bgiqre this measure could be dealt with Bra-
‘bant moved "that a_Select,Gemmitteé,be;appOinted to‘inQuiré
into the practicel w’orking of the lams relating to the
reg15trat1on of Parllamentary voters and the system of Parlia~
mentary electlens, ag exemplified by the reglstratlon of
voters for the late. electlons for. the: Legislatlve Ccm‘m::tl.f:}“w)I
On May 3let Schrelner gave notice of his intention
~to move a vote of no-confidence in the Governmegiosgprlgg
rega;ded SGhrelnerts,motlonﬁas an attempt to defeat‘hls‘
Redistributigﬂvﬁill and insisted on taking the Bill first§107)‘
Schreiner, acting on Hofmeyr's advice,. accepted this "lest
he should force Moderates to vote agalnst his motlon in -
| Order to secure . something .of the desired redlstributlon of
seats thereafter“ (108) Events however were to prove that
the Moderates, whe voted in. favour of the Bill, supported
the 8prigg Ministry in the no-confidence division because
that Ministry wés~p1edged‘to enact the Bill. .-
- - On June.lst‘Sprigg moved the secané reading of
the Redistribution Bill,and‘gave statistics to show the
-éhanges which had occurred between 1872 and 1898 in ‘the state
of the electorate and the necessity for the measure the

Government proposed,to,introduce.(lwg)

(105) Cape Hansard, 1898, p.3.

(106) Cape. Hansard, 1898, p. 24.

(107) Rose Innes, op. cit., pp. 167-168
(108) Walker, WOP So’ P 1100

(109) Cape Hansard, 1898, .p. 3%
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:A Commission had submitted a Iajority Report signed
by Theron, van der Walt, du Plessis and Douglass favouring
the addition of fourteen members to the House, while the.
liinority Report, agreed upon by Sprigg, Innes and Fuller, pro-
posed to increase the membership of the House by twelve mem=-
bers elected by the country constituencies, five by the towns
and one by the University.(llo) It was on the basis of the

iinority Report that the Government Redistribution Bill was

drazteaftll)
Jagger had explained to the public how the Bill
would work(llz)

and for this he was attacked by lerriman in
the debate which followed on the second readihg. To Lerriman
Jagger epitomised the Progressive Party member who would
benefit by the Bill: In fact, lierriman was provared to say in
ansver to the question " hat was a Progressive....?" that
he was "a man who had a shop in StJSeorge's-street".(113)
The plot of the Bill and the objecte of the Progressives were
to put Rhodes at the head of the Government again, Lerriman
stated, and if the Bill obtained a majority it would be a
disaster to South Africas |

To Schreiner the Bill appeared to be the first step
in the direction of free trade and was labelled as "this
Pride's Purge invented by Sprigg”. 114) He attacked Rhodes,
accusing him of exercising an influence which was keeping
active rac;al feeling, and advising him to withdraw from
politics for a period, untii the sentiments of the parties
had quietened down.(115)
On June 20th when the division on tho second reading

116
rag taken, 42 "Ayes"™ were counted as against 35 “Nayes".( )

(1109 1bvid.,

(111) vilrot, op. cit., p. 337
Hofmeyr, op. cit., p. 525

(112) Capec Times, 23 kay 1898

(113) Cape Hansard, 1898 p. 116

(114) Tvid., p. 133.

(115) 71vid..

(116) Ibid., p.205.
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Abrahamson, Beard, Berry, Brabant, Brown, Crosbie, de
Villiers, Douglass, Faure, Frost, Fuller, Haarhoff, Harrls,
Hay, Hutton, Innes, Jones, Ia:ng, 1awrence, Louw, J.C.

o

Molteno, Horton. 011V1er, Palmer, Rautenbach, Rhode

N

Rebertson, Ryan, Schermbrucker, Slveerght, Smartt, smut(
~Bolomon, Sprigg, Tamplin, Thompsan, Upington, Vanes, Warren,
ﬁeil;.ﬂiene:_and wood hgdnvoted‘agalnstt$chre1ner, m§rr;man
_;Sauervan& the Afrikgnef’Hati@ﬂalﬁParﬁy.1“v “ o
l "“hhe pfdpésai”to‘increase the membership 6f.thé
‘House was v1gorously attacked by Ons Land whose v1ewq were
xquoted by MWilner in a dispatch- to Chamberlaln on May l8th.f
Ons dand regarded the’ B111 as "an 'attempt to give preponw
ndexant«influenee to the:towns at the expense of Lhe country
er:, 1n other words to strengthen t+he British Qection of the
Assembly at the expense of the Dutch“ (117)That Milner whole-
;heartedly'supported the Blll, can be judged from hls state~
ment, "as far as. I can see the measure is a just one" e To
~Milner, the real issue behind the fight over Redlstrﬂbutlon
was not the effect it would have onwthe gtrgngth of the poli-
tical parties-ihwihé_cape legislative Assembly., He concluded
£rom tnefdehétes,ana,@ne press comments that the ‘issue could
a'betfairiy described "as the question whgther the indépendence
of the;Sou;thtrican Republic or the welfare of %he:Cgpe
. Colony, as a member of the British Empi;e; should have the
stronger claim uponthe Executive and the Parliahent*of‘
- this Calany“ (118) -
| Schrelner 1ntroduced his no—confldence motion on
June 14th.. ge referred to. the 511ent and complacent lele
of the. GOVernment in January 1896 and durﬂng 1897, the ‘

(117) MoloP. . p. 254. _
(118) Ibid., P 255 o o
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unsatisfactory conduct of the langeberg campaign, the lack |
0of leadership in the Rinderpest outbreak and the lavish
"Bailway expenditurea(llg) He_laid great stress on the re-
lations of the Colony to the Transvaal, for to Schreiner the
most serious charge against the Sprigg Government wésAiﬁs
failure to0 show ahy "sympathy o eonciliatory app@oach" to
the Transvaal and Free State.(lzo) He cbncluded by appealihg
4o Innes to vote on this occasion as he had done in.1897
when Merriman moved a vote of censure, (121)
Innes thereupon_explained why he intendéd:to'vote
against Schreiner's motion; He stated that since 1897 the
Government had shown less vacillation than beforey and that
the Redistribution Bill had made him change his vote, (122)
He proposed to judge measures on their merits and refused to
says as some did that one who was a Progressive must not |
vote for a progressive measure because Rhodes. supported(ii?)‘
During the course of his speech Innes referred to
the position of the Moderates in'Parliamént. "1t seemed
that they were between the hammer of the Jingo md the anvil
of the Bohd,"hé declared., "It was not a pleasant position.
it might end in political annihilation. Those men who occu-
' pied that position might be few in numbers, but the stress
to which they would bé subjectéd would weld them into a con-
sol:dated party, into a temper which might be of great use
to the country (124)
| The moderates were however not sufficiently
welded together when the division on Schreiner's motion was
_called, for on June 22nd that group split. Berry, Hutton,

Jones and Smuts voted wlth Innes agalnst the vote of censure,

(119) 1bid., pp. 136-145,

(120) Cape Hansard, 1898, p. 141,
(121) Tbid., p. 145.

(122) Ibid., p. 159.

(123) Ibid., p. 161.

(124) Ivid., p. 162,
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while Beard, Hay, Solomon, Wiener and J.C.Nolteno voted
gor i1.11%5) the Ministry, the Progressive Party and five
| Moderates had failed by five votes to defeat an oppogition
;coﬁsistimg-afwsch:eihéf,vMepriman,ASaue;,.the other five
Moderates and the Bond members, . The defection of Beard,
Hay, Solomon, $iener and J.C.Molteno had_en%bléd.tbﬁ- -
- ‘Opposition to. defeat the Sprigg Ministry end these mem .
thereafter were referred to &s the lugnumps and labelled
' as a-millstone round “the .1e ck of the Progressive Party
by the Cape Times.(126) |
,S‘prigg '.\immedi.ately asked for a vote of £1,000,000
on account which he received and then applied £or a dis-
S°1“t1°n°(}-7)fmhg-cq“ntry‘WBS‘thereupqn(plupged’ipto

“feverish preparations for a general election, the first inm

“.which two clearly defined political partles - the Bond and

the Progre381ves - were to appeal to the Cape electorate..

. (125) Ibid., p. 235.
‘(126) Cage Tlmes, 22 'June- 1898
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Chapter IX

(1)

The ground was prepared for the 1898 general election
8t the same time as the lLegislative Council contests were
organised.(l)But the Progressive Party machine had teen de-
cidedly improved since,March as begomes apparent from the
conduct of the campaign, |

During the debate on the Redistributidn Bill, Merriman
had referred to T.E.Fuller as being the Chairman of the
Central Progreséive Committee.(z) Fuller revealed that this
Commitiee was mrely an 6utgrouth of the Progressive Electoral
Committeé; Furthermoré fhe central organisation had been
called into being because it was necessary, with an eye on the
forthcoming general election, to counteract the Bond agencies
throughout the Colony which had registered the farming dis-
tricts "up to the hilt",{3) The origin of the Central Pro-
gressive Committee was in no way connected with Rhodes, Fuller
declared. |

The héadquarters of the Central Progressive Committee

were in Cotswold Chambers, Church Square, Cape Town(4)and
Owen Jewis, the Secretary of the.Committee, had been bdbrought
out from England by Rhodes.(S) Innes described lewis as "an
astute election_agent.... well versed in electioneering wiles
and stratagems"(6) and to judge from the number of Progressives
who were either unseated because of election petitions or -
resigned "ratper than face the music",(7) it would aprear

that Innes' description was indeed accurate.

(1) Vide supra.

(2) Cape Hansard, 1898, p. 126.

(3) Tbvid., p. 187.

(4) J.T.Molteno, Further South African Recollections, p. 48.
(5) Rose 1lnnes, op. cit., p. 170.

(6) 1pid. )
(7) Walker. L.d.V., D. 325.
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Help was also forthooming from the Seuth African Asso-
- ¢iation 1n London for South Africa reported that thls body was
:?Mdetermined to contribute its share to the conduct of the
crucial election campaign aﬁd'eent out é Cornishman - Stokes
Philp - %o the Cape 0 érganlse what was described as "the
onalmet sectlon of the Eleetors,...."(a) S
" Wlth regard to the prees, "Every Engllsh newspaper of
eimpertance 1n qouthern Africa was on the Progreselve 51de,..'
Walker states(g) Financially, the Party was 11bera11y en— '
4‘doned, Rhodes and several Cape Town gentlemen belng the Ghlef
contrlbutors.(lg) | ” |
The positlen occupled by the ‘Innes group 1n thls scheme
of th1ngs must ne be referred tOe In the Cape Town constlv
| tuency 1t wae shewn that there was mo unanlmlty between the
;Assoclation and the S A Ieague as to a choice of candidates.,
'Jagger had returned te uhe 5.A. P.A. fo1d = d the 1nc1usion of
hls name 1n the llst of canaldates was the cause for dissension,
| The S A P A. adepted St. ger, TrE Fuller, Brown and Jagger
'as 1ts candidates for the contest while the S.A Ieague was
prepared to suppert the candldature of all but Jagger.
T.J.Anderson, a membe1 of the League Executlve Commlttee, was-
preferred %o Jagger,( )and 50 the electzea found these two - ;
bodies div:ded on thls important questlen. | ,“ |
Then tnere vere apparently still some colon1sts who
looked to Innes to come out as leader ef the PrOgre551ve Party.
This view,was expreseed by Richaré Rose Innes when he appealed
to hiu brother 1o 1ssue a manifesto, if not ind1v1dua11y,
' then ag the leader of the S.4.P.A. for there was an. 1dea taking

root that Innes would not form a Government on any condit:ong,

(8) South Afrzca, 9 July 1898, p. 82, :
(9) Walker, W.P.S., p. 1B.

(10} Vide supra.

-(11) Oage T1nes, 2 July 1898
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and this had to bg.refuted'eﬂif only to allow people to see
that Rhodes is not th@~oﬁ1y:passible’leéder"§(;2) Richard -
. maintained ".... the country is notffdf'§§g§§§'ﬁuf?fb%'ﬁ;;:4
: 5n1y they are waiting and looking to yOu for alead» ‘Give us
'-l:tha'to Phis is all we ask for in view of tne coming Electégzz
12Moreover, Richard was so cenvinced that Innes‘%euld speak out
'SQOn, that he urote %o hlm agazn three days 1ater, stat1ng
the éaadVisabllity of such:actlon before Sprigg dellvered his
i addreaa at East Lendon early in 3u1y (1 ) w
Innes, hoﬁever, 1ssuea no manifeete and gave’ no
fihd:catlon ‘that he- 1ntended to' 'make himself available for the
:r?leaderehip of the'Progressive Partys Sprlgg had officlally
assumed that: rOle . In fact, Innes acwrd:‘mo to Oons Iand
: on 17 September 1898 had chesen té remain an’ Inaependent.
lwAB %0 the other fbrmer Moderates, the- Mugwumps - Beard, X

§
. Selemon and Wiener - did not contest any sea%s, Hay staod as.

. an Inﬁependent and J.C liolteno as @i Afrikaner Party candl—

”1.date.ﬁ Berry,/dones end Smute stood as ProgfeSQ1ves and Hutton

. remained out of the contests That ‘Berry, dones and- Smuts
should have chosen to follow Sprigg rather than Innes, must
be attributed to the importance they presumably attached to
¢hewRedié¥ribution‘Biil and the need for a consvlidation of
- anti-Bond forces. ”iﬁﬁes'was‘not'te’be-Brombeaten'into
-+ joining the\Rhoaebscamp."‘“ |
o Sprigg in his speech a%t East Lﬁhdén'deelafed'that
4% mas £he intention of the Government to maintain and streng-
then thelimperial,ebnnectidn>witb Squth Afriea} sééure the
redistribufion'of'seéts: introfuce compulsory education;
1 :réfonm thé mining 1aws' introéuée legiélation which ﬁOuld~Iééd

%0 the development of latent agrlcultural resources of the land,

Tn(12) R.Rose Innes to J. Rose Innes, 27 June 1898 (R.1.P,)
(14) Ibld., 30 June 1898
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! geod work 1n the northn (16)

| upholding the principle of Protection'.
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reform the fiscal policy of the eeuntry anﬂ contrlbute to the

o Havy. (15) In a later ete%enent Spr:gg enneunceﬂ ‘that he and
.‘Rhodes were agreed thet the 1atﬁer "Should not return %o the

' 'premiershlp, but should devote hlS undivided energles e his

RS

On July lgth Schrelner dellvered hie man:feato

N epeech et Malmesbury.( 7). He' referred %o Sprlgg's gtatement
" that the election would be fought on the priaciple of British

supremacy and’ maintalned that ne true Afrikanere were opposed

‘;te Brltieh supremacy. "Sprlgg'e British supremacy meant
'thodes' supremacy" he stated.'"The Afrlkanaers were 1oyel,

: end wanted to get rld of ‘men 11ke Rhodes and Sprlgg, who were
| a danger to Brltlsh supremecy, and who, with their false pro-

. gressive policy, would ruln the country“ (18) The Redistri-

butlen Bill was regarded by Schrelner as an 1netrument which

would take the power "completely out of the hende of "the

country party ané put it into ‘the hande of the ports and the
'Nother 1arge towne“ (19) Wltb regard o fiscal pollcy, he

~stated-that the "welfare ef the Colony depended upon their

(20)

In addition Schrelner advecated "y reasoneble con-

“tribution” to the Navy; the‘graduel intreductibn of compulsory
_education and "a firm and absolutely just policy towards the

‘vast humbers of aboriginal matives, yet scarcely emerging

from_berberiém“;(gl) And iﬁ order to ﬁrevent.ﬂhodes,‘recently

restored te hie seat on the Beard of the B;SLA.Company(zz)from

 once again combining the functions 6f Colonial premier and

nyirtual dictator of Rhodesia”, Schreiner urged the electors
to vote for the Bond candldates in the forthc@mlng electlon.(23)

Z 35 Cape. Tlmes, “11 dudy 1898
(16) Rose Innes, op. ¢it., p. 170,

- {17) Cape Times, 20 July 1898.

(18) Ibid.,

(19) Ibid,

(20). Ibid .

{21) 1vid.

(22). walker, W.P,S., p. 109.

(23). cape. Times, 20 July 1898
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While Rhodes may have told Sprlgg that he would not

_ return to the premiershlp and it Was acceptéd that the Pro-
| gr9831ve Party was offieially 0 be 1ed by Sprlgg, this did

jnot prevent Rhodes from speaking in support of ProgreQ31ve

candldates from varlous platformsw And 1t was 1n these'_

‘;:5peeches that Bhodes revealed that he was in fact the Party

o~

”ﬁhleader and. what: hls prlmary abject was 1n trylng to ‘secure
-3 vactory al the polls fer the P*ogre551ve Party. |
RN N@ ene speech delzvered by Rhodes can be quoted t0
;ﬁshow how . .he v1ewed the politicdl smtuat:on dine the 001ony and

: South Afrzca in 18-98° Hevertheless it is poc51ble to arrive

at a iair estimate of\the situation as he saw it from his

speeches at Barkly West -on &ugust Brd, a% Lon;lands on

‘q;August 4th and at Vryburg on ueptember 3rd. %o Rhodes it
, seemed clear that the. uhzte races "would vote for a union of
: ;Sauth Afrlca, ef all the states and coloniess The Transvaal,
q>the-Eree State, the Nerthg ﬂatal»and the Gape Golony should,
‘1foi simpliclty of merking, wark %ogether on a practical basis-
; thhey should be one" (24) Such a union would be able to deal |

.effectively with police,defence, rallway tariffs and the

native gquestion. (25)

Thls great issue .of union would only be achieved,

. however, if the question eof equal rights and justice to both

'gHEnglish and Dutch was the basis of any policy;(z ) And it
_was‘Kruger's.poliey~9fvdenying.equal rights to the "new
_population",that ﬁaslproving the stumbling block to such a
unione Rhodes indicgted.whthhis was se@. In;%hevTransVaal

o thereWW¢ie, "according to a careful estimate, seventy thou-

sand to eighty thbusanﬁ of the new populatien, and eighteen

"thousand male adults of the old, but 1f you add the women and

(24) andex, op, clt., P. 565.

. (2%) Ibid., pp. 565-566,

(26) 1Ibid., p. 568.
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chlldren as regards the old penulct1cn, you ﬁlll have to
multiply the total by fcur" Rhcées explaﬁned. "There w111
thcn be about seventy thousand of the old populatlon
but the dzstinctlan that yOu muct make is this - the new
p0pclat10n ccn51ete almest entwrely cf males and the old
pcpulatlcn are men thh cives and ﬁamilles‘ Thus you Wlll
. Bee that, supposing that the new populatnen have equal rlghts
) ﬁith the old populatlcn as regards votes, there wlll be one
hundred thousand voters" (27) | ". |

, Rhodes estlmated that there were 1@0;000 voters in
~ ‘the cape 001ony, in Rhcde91a abcut 19 000 whi te males, in

ﬁatal "a whlte pcpalatlon of forty thoucand, about one in

fcur of whcm vere vcterc“, in the Eree State 15,000 Voters

L end, pr0V1ded of cOuree that the "new populatlon“ were given

| equal franehlsc rights, 100,000 vcters in the Transvaal. The
total of voﬁers in South Afrnca wculd therefore be about
235 00 or 240, 000 vcters and thdes wtated ".. I am sure a
. margln (wculd be) in favcur cf a unlted SOuth Afrlca" (28)
i o ﬂow whlle Rhcdes fa:,led to make the po:mt in his
'_ analys is, thc imp11catlon appe ars to have been that by
éecurlng equal franchise rlghts for the Uitlanders, they would
form the majorwty cf the. Tranevaal electorate and in that way
.2 Raad in fevour of closer unacn would be constitumed.
It was thereforc essentlal that the Transvaal be -

: brcught 1nto 11ne, and thc Cape electcrate had it 1n}§ower

. tc“c:fect;this,lmhe,fight in the Gclcny viag to oust the

Krugerite Bond, By voting fcr Bond eandidates, Rhodes implie

N representat:ves would be returned to the Gape Housé "who

(29)
‘ woulﬂ Te prepared to carry cut Pre51dent Kruger's programme §

. and 80 it was the auty o* the electors rhc de31red closer

(27) T0id., p. 564
(28) 1bid., ppe 564-565.
{29). Ibld., p. 548.
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union, both Dutch and English, to vote for tne Progressives,

- In each of the speeches Rhodes del:.vered he appealed
to"the Dutch farmer equally with the Englishmenv(30) o
suppart him, an indication that he had in fact become the
| virtual leader of the Party, though Spiigg officially was
accepted as such, Vhat is mare; the appeals Rhodes directed
to the "Dutch® voters isvevidénce to:supéort the view that
nthe great amalgamator" was indeed determined that his closer
union plan should have support from the two European sections
of the Cape population, |

| In the light of theéé Sfatements, it becomes clear
400 why Rhodes s0 glibly'agreedvto chéhge the Progressive
slogan which he had first formulated in April 1897. Then he
had'statéd that he was in favour of "Equal rights for every
white man south of the Zambesi”.(l) uhen some coloured men
'éti%iipaam meeting on August lst 1898 asked him to amplify
this atatemeht,'he asked them whether they considered that
they should have équal rights too, and on reéeiving an affirm-
étive teply, stated, "Then I will alter it if you like %o
equal rightq for every civilized man south of the ZambestZ)

The elections in the Colony would be fought on the
same lines as those in March 1598 Eqdal Rights vs. Race
Domination, Transvaul vs. British supremacy and the Union
Jack vs. Die Vierkleur;(ss)
Now,while Rhodes neglected to emphasise the value

of redistribution to his larger scheme, it must be concluded
that he fully appreciated the value of such a Bill which
would entrench the town party in Parliament. The Progressives
might have desired redistridbution solely for the advantage
they hoped to secure over the country party in Parliament

while Innes and his followers were probably determined to

(30) Ivid., pp. 571, 593.
(31) Vide supra.

32) Cape Times August 1898.
i33) W_{Ee U i’S., P 113¢
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Eham@i@n'fe&istfiﬁﬁfidn saleiy'ﬁo_reme&y the existing
4nequality of representation between town and country.
Rhodes on the other hand saw the matter purely and simply
ich mo&ld\prmm@teIhis:eloser*uniﬁanchamefﬁn‘Whﬁch‘

~ as one W
the Cape wa3 to play a dominant role.

That the Cape electorate was profoundly influenced by
events talkeing place in the Transvasl in the months preceding
the general election, may be deduced fromuthe'views{Milner
expressed to Chamberlain, He stated that Schreiner®s
ﬁm&i£95ﬁé-aﬂﬂ speeches, with their constant reference to
loyalty of the Afrikeners, was a device to catch votes and
.sugges%eﬁfthat”“the,signal has been made to Pretoria to be
*canﬁiliatnry“i“‘gu)‘fﬁr*theseffeet;vas:visihleinmany ways -
"in the tong of the Swaziland negotiationsy in the temporary
suspension of meaSuresnharassimg to the Uitlanders, and in
ﬁhe,reaﬂc%i@n‘in the rate of duty on Colonial tbba@c@“t{353
All this was necessary as YIt would be rather avkward if, in
the middle of this *'flapdoodlet (election campaign) the
Transvaal Government were to be scen violently guarrelling
with HoM.'s Governmentt, ¢36) -

Headlam maintains that Transvaal support for the Bond
wag not limited to the adoption of a conciliatory policy,
for he declares that information was received on June 24th,
1898 “of decisions taken by the Executive Council at
:Pretoria to send more funds to NMr. Hbfmeyr*srpamty'with the
viev of securing the success of the Bond in the coming
eleetions",37) But ‘Hofmeyr maintains that in the Bond papers
fthere is not a single communication from the Transvaaly™
to substantiate the charges of Rhodes and his followers
that the Bond campaign was “run on Transvaal secret Service
money,;..s“GBB)

Ibid., footnote 3, PP« 264=265,

5) Ibi
g% Ibido
8) chmeyr, Ol Citm, ppv526"5 7o
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The generai électionywhiqh sterted in August concluded
'uvoa~se§temben-15th.when the Vryburg contest was decided. Qgg
ggggxannéunced,the‘résults bn,Septembenf17th;(39) Four
'fragresgives.were.feﬁﬁrﬁe&,undppnseds Smutsn(Cape_DiVision)

‘8prigg an&-Brabant‘(East London)'and Weil (Mafeking). The

v f@llow1ng Progressives successfullv contestcd 35 seatss -

,-St'Ieger~ T.B.Fuller, Brown andvAnderson»(Gape Town),

o Douglass and Wood - (Grahamstewn), Sivewright (Stellenbosch),

OliV1er (Oudtshoorn), Lawrence, Col. Harris, R. Harris and
Stead (Kimberley)lswalton'azd Wynne (Pgrtﬂnllzabeth), Croshie |
(Albany), Berry and Fresﬁ_(Queenstawn); Rhodes and Oats
_(Hamaqualanﬁ)AA.Jfruller‘(membﬁlan@),:wanwlim and Garrett
'f(Victariaanst),»Iaingnaﬁd Hockly Cﬁar;.Beaufort), Scherimn=
brucker and Warren (ﬁ;ngwilliamst@wn),‘Zietgman (Grigualand

East),-Rhodes=and,Hi11‘(Barkly Hest), -Lee and Vanes (Uiten-

D »hage), Haayhoff and Finchar (Vryburg).

0f the Afrikaner Party camdidates, four were re=-

turned unOppesed, Du P19551" and Joubert (Albert), Van
Heerden end Du P19531s (Cradock)e. The remaining seats were
. won for that Party by D.C. de Waal and D;&;Mafais (Piketberg)
- Krige (Stellenbosch), Hoffman and JQS§Marais (Paarl),

'Schoeﬁan (Oudtshoorn), Schreiner and Smuts (Malmesbury),

. Searle and Raubenheimer (George), Wienand and J.T.Molteno
{Bomerset East), Te Water and Smith (Graaff-ﬁeinet);Merriman
-and De Wet (Wodehouse), Sauer and Botha (Aliwal North),
: Theron-énﬂ Du Toit (Richmond), Van Wijk and Van den Vijver
" (Riversdal), Van der Walt and N.P. de Waal (Colesberg),
'Beyera»and»Dempers,(caledon),.Wblfaardt-and JOubert (swellen-
~dam) , Graaff and Rabie {Worcester), Dosthuizen and Weeber
=(Beaufort West), Ruhn and Immelman (Victorla West) Van der

erwe. and Van ARES (Cl4nw1111am) Innes (unopposed, Cape
(39) Ons 1and, 17 Septem‘ber iges.




Divigion) and;ﬁampson_(Albany).successfullyleontéeted.the,,

- elections as Independents. Qns Iand included them.as ..

; eupporters of the "Government Party" and eredlted that
_Egryy’wyﬁn_sqcu:;quig,gg,the 79 seats. - The Afrikaner Party
: haé,ihugvdefeaieduitsv0pponents by the marrow margin of .1 seat
. o Milner analysed the returns and concluded that
N¢the Progresgives, polled 44,403 votes as against 37, 901
for_tha_sqnﬁ;'”The,frpgxegsxvgs,tbns,had.recegvedvana

,°V9ra11nm3591i*¥ac¥36a5@21v0te8~\,Afﬁer\qu?tinz these ..
| ’f;gurgsfinia=dgspétcbutq Chamberiain, Milner stated. "The :
.case, for Redistribuﬁién is therexoge,greatly_strengihgned
jby this object lessonl. (40) |
| ‘Rhodes was elected in tvo. constltuencAes and
,:ahﬁrgshlglecticn“wag;yherefbre1nace$si$ateﬂ.1n the Ramaqua~
;agd?sea;.yhidh;he-resignedex The Progressive Partyisv:
St?eégfh,i$~the House was thus reduced to 38, for it was
unlikely?thai the new election would be completed before
QOctober 7Tth, the date on which Milner had insisted Parliaén
5men$ should be summoned, (# ,)

',‘,Certglg important deductions cen be made ‘on

‘%he basis of the election results. , First, only two. Inde- .
- pendents were returned whereas in 1894 nine “unétta_ch?d{“
candidates and eighteen Oppositionists were successfuls =
SQQOnd;y; only;ﬁhezStellenbosch,and‘;0ud§shoorn,congti¢gena
‘cies héd,adhered_xo.fopmer political,pxagtice of each .
_ietu;ning two representatives from opposing parties. Here

,mheniwe.see ‘the tendency of parties tqfcrystallize into

. highly organised bodies s, gaining ground rapidly. Thirdly, it

" becomes obvious that the two political parties in the House
pruid beld;viagdroneracial.lineﬁ.L For this the Raid had
'"beéﬁ:réspﬁgéibxé._4Ein31;y, the Progressive Party's strength

_#as shown to lie mainly in the larger towns; it can

(40) Mil. P. = p. 275.
(41) 1bid,
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therefore be said with justice that it had become primarily
an urban party as opposed to the rural Afrikaner Party -
or as Schreiner chose to call it - the South African Party,
The achievement o0f the Progressive Party in the
general election of 1898 is noteﬁorthy. yThe formation of
the Party officially dated from February 1897 and up to then
very little formal organisation of members had been effected,
1he S.A.P.A., and S.A.League had admittedly prepared the
ground for the election as from 1896, but the bulk of the
work remained to be done in the twelve months preceding
August 1898, WUhen it is realised that the Progressive
Party pitted its strength against the Afrikaner Party, which
was backed by a very efficient party machine of fourteen
years standing, the final result was indeed a remarkable

achievement for the Progressives.

(i1)

It appears from Milner's correspondence that Rhodes |
had urged Sprigg to put off summoning Parliament until late
in October, as Rhodes had been given to understand by Harris
that the Progressives stood to gain another seat as a result
of certain election returns which were being scrutinised.(42)
This would have meant a majority of at least one for the Pro-
gressive Party in the House. But Milner refused to allow
this for he maintained "that the vote on account was ex-
hausted at the beginning of September and that, at the time
when the Vote was obtained, there was a general understanding,
and indeed something like a pledge on the part of the Kini-

sters, that Parliament should reassemble at the earliest

possible date after the election,..."(43)

’(43} Ibido, Pe 273-
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Milner's attitude was responsible for a "coolness
between him and the Ministers, for he refused to be moved
by the "interminable arguments to the contrary” addressed
to him "by the nominal (J.G.S.) and the real(C.J.R.) head
of the Government —..."(44) That Lilner would have liked
very much to enable Sprigg to escape defeat, is revealed by
him, for he stated: "Though I, of course, want Sprigg to stay
in, I disbelieve absolutely in the policy of such tactigzg.
He felt that the "Rhodes cum Harris scheme for keeping office

per fas et nefas is just the Raid over again. I mean it is

the same attempt to gain prematurely by violent and unscru-

pulous means what you could get honestly and without violence

if you would only wait and work for it." (46)

ldlner was not persuaded by the arguments that

the fall of a "loyal" Ninistry would result in the Party
going to pieces with Rhodes and Company throwing up the game
in disgust and ruining the Imperial cause in South Africa.
He felt that the situation could best be likened to that of
a Captain of a cricket XI saying to the umpire, "Unless you
cheat, I won't play" and concluded "What rubbishi" (47)

| %hile efforts were being made to persuade the
Governor to agree to Parliament being summoned late in Octo-
ber, a scheme was afoot to secure the defection o. Bondsmen
who had been returned to Parliament. On August 23rd a Cape
Times leader,under the heading "Rat to the P:rogressives"J
announced that; "Failing a Progressive majority, it is now
hoped that even in the event of a Bond majority being re-
turned, it will be impossible for Lr. Schreiner to carry on
the Queen's Government, bécause some 0f the men now returned
(44) Tbid.
(45) Ivid.

(46) Ibid., p. 274.
(47) Ivid,
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[

‘ag Bond might be good: enough to 'rat’ to the Progressive

- ’:'“""Party" (48). The cape Tlmes haped that the Party would not
| .‘imv:ﬂ“"set too much stere by pOQSlbilltleS of thls character™
E-fer there was “no place 1n the Progre581ve ranks for 'rattlng'
5Bend members" unless they werepwepared to vete "progressive’
on “the one press1ng questlon - that of rednstrlbutlon :
"rof seatc“ (49) . ' |
| | By September 29th South Afrlea could report that

'Tvythe Pregfesslve outlook was nmre prom151ng as four moderate
VIBendsmen, wbo were "dlstrustful of Meesrs° SChrelner and
!Merr1man‘s pro-Transvaal polxcy“ were des:rous’of joining
'21 ;i - the Progre591ve ranks on terms whlch were "under con-
o pjhsideratlen..s“(so) | | A |
- Durlng the ses slon, Krlge, the Bond member for
U Stellenboech, "threw 11ght on the cubject when he stated
';'that he had been approached by certaln partles and offered
'moneys(sl) A.Select Cemmlttee,ef'the'ﬂouse wae thereupon
'appbin%ed to inVeétigate the‘charge:csz) in e#idence‘eefore
Nethiﬂ Cemmlttee it was revealed that an offer of £3%,000 was
| made to Krlge by D.F. and P.J. Bosman shartly after the
‘Stellenbosch electlon reqult was announced, This offer was
}made on condltlon that Krlge would give his pelitieal
| support in the House to the Progresv1ves (53)
_ In presentlng the Report of the Select Gomm:ttee
 Innes stated that it was estaleshed that the offer was made
' to Krige in Septemben on the cond1t10ns mentloned above;
that the offer was made by D.F . and P.Jd, Bosman of Cape Town.
: who were gunlty of the effence of attemptlng to bribe a

member of the House gs defined by S, 7 of Act 13 of 1883,

(48) cape Tlmes, 23 Auguet 1858
'(50) oouth Africa, 29 September 1898, p. 76.
- (51) Cape. Hansard 1898; p. 35. :

v&932 Ibig'i P98 pp. 2-4,




and fina11y”thateKrige did no% accept*the'@ffer‘and did not
receive any bribe, either from the‘ﬁﬁémans,Or,gpygne else,
| The Géméitteé:ha&ibeen "unable to discover any proof as.to
the complicity of any thlrd person in the transaction"<(54)v .
| when thls report 1s examzned against the back- .
gruund of the uﬁate of partles prlor to Parliament meeting
in October) 1% doev indieate»howalmportant a Progressive
majority Was deemed 1o be. Such & magor:ty mas particularly
,important 1f Rhcaes' clbser union plan was. to succeed but,
.whether Rhades or hls supporters were behlnd the offer of
a’ br1be %o Krlge was not establlahed by the Select Commlttee.
On October 6th & meetlng of Progressnve
:members Was held and there 1t wasg "Yagreed unanimeusly‘to
support tbe Mlnister's programme for the present sessmo§§5)
| The.formal epening of Parllament mas,deferred until October
~10th becauSe of the 1nab111ty of the mrties o agree to
the electlon of a Speaker.(5 ) The Oppeosition succegeded
however 1n=votang=solid1y in favour of Dr. Bisget Berry as
‘Speaker, thereby increaS1ng the majority in the House(zz)two.
| Schreiner tabled his motion of no-ponflﬁence
and an'the<f0110wing_day,Milner-exchangédnotes with Sprigg

ﬁancerﬁing the~ﬁape'mimes report that the Minerity was

determlned Wio accept defeat on- one dssue and an one 1ssue
‘on1y~- Redlstribution“ (58) Thls report.was however denied
by Sprigg for he replmed that the Supply Bili. "woald continue
f;'to stand as the first of the Gowernment Billsg and if it
““were reaected, he would ad once resign®, (59>- o

Schrelner'q no-confndence -motion was carried

by 39 votes 40 %7 and the division revealed that the Pro-

"'gre551ves Anderson, Brabant, Brown, GroSble, Douglass,

(54 Ibid., ppe 3ii-v

{55) Cape Times, 7 October 1898

(56) South Africa, 8 October 1898, p..8l.
(57) Walker, W.P.S., p. 116,

IR Rose Innes, op, cit., p. 172.

(58). Mil., P., pe 279 .. -

£59). 1bid., p.280.




Fincham, Frost, T.E.Fuller, A.J.Fuller, Garrett, Haarhoff,
D.Harris, F.R.Harris, Hill, Hockly, Innes, Iaing,
Iawfence, 1ee, Oafs, Olivier, Rhodes, Sampson, Scherm-
ﬁrucker,‘siveuright, C.P.Smuts, Sprigg, Stead, St.Leger,
Tamplin, Vanes, Walton, Warren, Weil, Wood, Wynne and
Zietsman had opposed Schréiner's South African Party in
the House.(GO)
| The Progressive Party had stood four-square
behind its leaders on this occasion but this solidarity

was not to be maintaihed throughout the remainder of the

sessione

(4ii)

In October a Bond-lioderate Linistry took
office under the Premiership of Schreiner. The Cabinet
consisted of Schreiner (Prime Minister and Colonial Secre-
tary),.Merriman (Treasurer), Sauer (Commissioner of Public
Works), A.J.Herholdt (Secretary for Agriculture), R.
Soiomon (Attorney-General) and te Water (Minister without
Portfolio).(sl) While the Ministers were divided on
issues such as redistribution and Protection(62) in one
important respect they éppeared to be unanimous, namely
in their avowed opposition to Rhodes.

. In the House the return of P.H.Paure, the
Progressive candidate for Namaqualand, gave the Government
a precarious majority of two,(63) while in the legislative
Council a Progressive majority of one confronted the
Ministry. This was the unenviable position of the Ministry
when Schreiner stated that the second reading of the

Redistribution Bill would not be asked for, and that it was

(60) Cape Hemsard, 1898, p.16.
(61) Walker, W.P.Se., p. 116.
(62) Ibldo, pe 119,

(63) Mil. P., p. 282,
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tne 1ntent10n of the Government 0 brlng 1n "a fair v
and equ:table measure', but not durtng that ee351en.(64)v
“In the debate which follewed on Schreiner'
statement of’Govbrnment polxcy, Rhades explalned that
there was 1o posemblllty “ef cordial agreement" between
the Government and Opp051tlon, unless arrangements were_
. madée’ ior redlstrjbutien.(és) He' °uggested that Schreiner
should conSJGer'asking fer a'conference‘w1th the-Leader
of the Opp051t10n "t) bring about a settlement of the whole
redlstrlbution questien" (66) On Gctober 31st Schrelner
'”ﬂmgved that_the order for the secgnd'reaulng of the Par=-
'«;AT iiamentary*Representetion Bill‘begdieeharged, and dpring
: tne'cou?se.ef]tne‘debateZD,G%“de'Waalg a supporter of the
. Ministry and close friend of Rhodes; moved for a poste
ponement with a view to a ébﬁférence:(67)'This amepdment
wag secenaea; byR'heaéest‘ whe»steted'thatihe had seen de
weal*S'resolntibﬂe-juet before the Housge met,’"but had no
~hand in draftlng it“ (68) As de Waal's amendment was,

.icarrled with the aid’ ef the Speaker's vote(sg)the House
ad journed and a conference erranged”between Schrelner,

Sauer, te Water, Sprigg, Rhodes and Innes.(vc)
| A Bilildrafted by Schreiner and Innes was intro-

- duced and~paesedvas an agreed measure on November 25th.

© The Parliamentary Addi%ional Representation Bill provided
for sixteen new.eeats, the creation of single member_

- constituencies to a large'extént, the increase of members
£rom one . to tﬁO'in Griqualand‘East;‘Tembeland and Uiten-
haée, tﬁé'to thréeiiﬁ‘Worceeter'and.George, two to four
in Pdrt Elizebéth'aﬁd'four7toffiVe'in‘Gape Town, In
(64) Q_E_ Hansard, 1898, pPe 25 T B T
(65) Ibid., p. 31,

- {66) Tbidiy Pe 34l

(67) Ibld., P. 159.

- (68) Cppe Hon sard, 1898, ps 161.
: Rose Innes, op. cit., p. 173,
(69) Ibid., p. 1Tl.
- (70). . Rose. Innes, op. cit.; p. 174,
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addition it was laid down that the return of additional
members should take place before the next @rdinary session
of Parliamea%'(71) |
The Progressive Party, Innes and Sampson, had stgod
firm on the question of redistribution and because of the
defection of‘b.@. de Waal, it had been possible to force
tﬁevanvernment‘tb introduce the Biil du:ing'the 1898 session.
On ﬁhe<question»ef,fiscal.policy, thePrqgressiﬁgg
were not able to present the same determined front. innes
had moved "That this House, while most anxious that the
célony‘éf Natal should enter into the Customs Union, is
nevertheless desiréusvbf securing terms more suitable té
the fiscal and other interests of this colony than those
contéined in the Draft Convention, more espécially in regard
40 the duties upon the necessaries of life“.{72)‘This motion
was defeated by 60 votes to 16, only An&erson, Bfown;
| Brabant; 7.E.Fuller, Garrett, D.Harris, F.R.Harris, Innes,
Iawrence, Oats, C.P.Smuts,vstead, St‘Leger, Tamplin, Walton
and Wynne supporting it,.whiie‘the‘rrogressives Crosbie,
Douglass, Fincham, Frost, A‘J,‘Fulier, HillQ ﬂockly,’Laihg,
iee, Rhodes, Schermbrucker, Siveuwright, Sprigg, Vanes, Warren,
Weil, Wood and Zietsman and the Independenthampson,»ﬁad
chosen to side with the Govermment on this gquestion.

That the Progressives should hav e split on the
quéstien of a reduction of duties bn the nécessaries of life,
demonstrated quite clearly that the apparent consolidation
of the Party during the general éleetién and subseguently
on the redistribution issue, did not extend to fiscal policy.
Almost balf the Progressive Party étill:adherea‘ta the policy
of prbtedtion*ﬁhich the Bond and S.A.Ileague organisétions

(71) Cape Honsard, 1898, D. 265.
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sapported, whlle the remalnder of the Erogressives qpheld
the free-trade doctrlne of the S.A. P.A. e

. A debate which further revaaled the lack of unlty
in the Progressive ranks was that mhich followed on Brabam's
motzon to repeal Section 1 of Aet 29 of 1897 - the andoland
Iaws Acto Thxs sectlon gave the Government power to imprison
é man for three month= at a time without any rlght of apéZZ;
anﬂ was intended originally "%0 deal ew1ft1y ﬂlth inclplent
trouhleq in Native areae,...“(74) Brabant main%ained that
Sectzon 1 struck at the raat of 1ndlv1dual llberty(75) and
was qupported by %amplln, BrOWn, Garrett, Innes and n.J.
Fuller. The proviso was aefenaed in dehate by the Pro-
gr9551vés Frost and Zae%sman, whvle Rhadev desired to see
(76)

In the dlvision ahich follewed, the metlon to repeal

the proviso was negatives by 48 wvotes to 20. Gf the Pro-
gressives, CroSBie, Faure, Flncham, Frost, Haarhoff,‘n.ﬂarris;

ﬁill, Lawrenee. Iee. Olivier, Rhodes@ ‘Sampsony Slvewragnt, "

Stead b Well and Zletsman‘oppuse the mot1on whale Brabant,

Brown, T.E»Fuller, A, J»Fuller, Hbckly, Iaing, Oats, Scherma‘
brucker, C.P. Smute, Sprmgg, Stileger, Tamplin, Walten, . |
Warren, WGOd and Wynne<§§‘3ff§>1t.(77) The Progressave Party

had split on th;s 1°sue.

Judgang by the dlvergencles althln the ProgreSS1ve
Party on the questzons of f1sca1 pollcy end the Pondoland
laws Ack, 1t can be seen that in 1898 party sol1dar¢ty had
only been achieved on the constitutional issue of redlstr1-

bution.’ The r1g1dit1eﬁ of‘pzrty dchipllne were as yet not

'accepted by Progre551ve members of Parliament. This 1s in

no nay - surprising when it is realised that the Pregressxves

(73) Cape Bansard, 1897y De 440.

" (74) Walker; W.P.S.y DP. 98¢

{75) Cape Hansard, -1898, p. 42
(76) Ibld" P 490 )

(77) 1vid., p. 112, .

4
y
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had only Just embarked on the course whieh would lead to
: the establlshment af ‘a clearlv-defined palltlcal party in

the House, w1th 1ts members pledged to Support a distinctive
_;political programme.
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Conclusion

The political movement which culminated in the forma-
tion of the Progressive Party in 1898 dated from'1884, for'
the isolated attempts made during the *eighties by English-
speaking colonists to organise themselves politically, were
the necessary preludes to the movement which gained momentum
during the following decadé. There was clearly a need for
a political movement "on the other side" after the Afrikaner
Bond becamq@stablished and in these circumstances it
followed that the new movement would assume an anti-Bond
character. And so we find the first efforts to counter-act
the influence of the Afrikaner Party in Parliament mani-
fested in the aims and objects adopted by the sponsors of
the Empire ieague,Political Union end Frontier Party.

After 1890 opposition to the growing power of the
Bond was giving an added impetus when retrograde measures
such as the Scab Iaw Amendment Act, the Franchise Act, the
Constitutional Amendment Act and the labour tax and fran-
chise provisions of the Glen Grcy Act were put on the
Statute-book. And once the anti-Bohd electors accepted the
fact that only by organising themselves politically, could
further retrogressive measures be counter-acted, the stage
was set for the formation of a new political party.

Various factors served to retard the development
of this anti-Bond party. Initially, the Bond was consoli-
dating its position and unable to make extravagant legis-
lative demands. Hofmeyr's policy of sweet reasonableness,
coupled with the fact that the Upington, Sprigg and Rhodes
administrations received support in the House from the
Afrikaner Party, tended to minimise the need for any anti-

Bond party.
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- Then teo the anti-Bond mevement maq impeded by the
rfact that the politicallv consciouq colom.stq were by and
’large Eas%ern Erov1nce farmers. They were eqsentlally
'1oya1 to the Upzngton and Sprigg admlnlstratiens in the
sgighties ‘and transferred th1 loyalty to thdes from 1890,
}hnﬂ it ﬁas‘becaﬁsaraf‘their appravallef Rhodes' policy of
" Imperial ezpan»ian into the interlor, 4hat the Farmers'
Party was reluetant to‘form.a polltzcal party shich would ;
be daametr1cally opposed to the Bcnd - Rhodes' source of
'political power.‘ Furthermore, the Eastern Pravmnce farmers
' were in favour. of the Bond pelicy of Proteetlon, enly

’”daffering on the questlon of‘an excise duty on Colonial

e brandy.

1@The pre§aléﬁce'0f the pafiéh'puﬁphiﬂfluence in
-1061bnia1 pelitics was yet another hindrance to the develop~
© ment ox a politioal party en the other side., In 1884 the

' gueenstown Eree(rress deelared that the cOuntry_uas*“under

'the'aﬁnﬁnistréfibn bfiaepu%atibn', petitiensg Chambers of
 Gommerce, and farmers' meeting (1) In 1893 the Cape Times
1néleated that Klngmllllamstawnm Grahamstown, Port Ellzabeth
" and Fast London had sent members to Parlaament who were
pledged to promote local 1ntereﬂ%s,( ) 0 that it beeomes'

" palpably clear how pre-occupleﬂ conetltuents wore with local
needs. An& it was this deep—rooted splrlt af localism

2
lznked with the reluctance $0 upset the status quo, which

E prevented the formation of an efﬂective pelltical party

in i893.
" Had the members fbr Eastern Provxnce constltvencles

and the electors tney represented been prepared 40 abandon

(1) Qpeens%own free fre Sy 17 June 1884.
(2) Cage Times 15 September 1893.
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their pre-occupatian with lacal needa and refused to glve
imﬂepenﬁent suppor% to the Bonﬁ-domlna%ed Rhod@ﬂ ﬁinlstry,
they ;teod %o galn the supporﬁ ef‘Innes._ Tﬁis wculd have
'effected a union of East ana West and laid %he foundatlon of
a natzonal peli%ical party, capable of presenting a deter- '
vaineﬂ front to antlaﬁend f@rce But th1= was not done ‘and
durlng 1895 Innes'turned %o the newlyaformeﬁ SQuth African
'Ihlitical Associatlon ta prGV1da hzm*ﬂith the nucleus of a
polltxcal par&y uhach moul& strive to intraduce pure party
gdvernment ia ﬂolonlal palitlcs.

Th1° step proved %o be of prlmary impertance 1n the
“fature~dGVﬁlopment of the Progressive Party, for it gave rise
to the‘growth of-twoﬂdlsﬁlnct.grqups withlnrthe.Progresﬂive
Partys a Iaberal or HOderaﬁe group intent on deveIOping party
governmen% on ncnaraclal llnes, and pledged tc 1ntroduce free-
trade, and an Extreme group, content at first to retaln the

yatem of graups and coalitions and determ1ned te perpetuate
the econemic deetrine of pratectlon.. Thzsﬂﬁxfreme or rwo-
<gra@s1ve group which formed the nucleus of 1he Progressive
; Iarty after %he Raid, eventually adopted the doctr;ne of party‘
gavernmert, but eemtlnued to remain dlstinct from the Laberal
or Hodera%e group because of its sdherence to proteetlen

ke develog ment of oo

and distinctly racial character.

By 1895, however, 1t had hecame apparent that the
-ﬁaisaffected colcnists accepted the fEC& that corporate actlnn
wa2s mecessary %o stay the continuation of mischievous legis=-
_lation. The powerful een%ral Farmers' As soeaatlon had
"dec;ded to seﬁ 1tself up a8 a pelztacal party and accepted
‘the prznciple af party gavernment. The stage was set for
corparagg pe;atlgal action by tnose,cbnsiituents who had
hitherto been reluctant to combine in order to achieve their

objects, All that was réquired © attract other anti-Bond
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;genlanistsgto,ghe;ra;mersi_Partynas'éome mﬁjor«ﬁgsueto
S ':é,cceierate" “+the mbvement *ahd» ?efys%a‘l‘lisé‘ partydiv:s ions,
- The Jameson Rajd provmded thjs etimulusa;Lf..__
| The Farmers' Iarty‘in a &ifferent guise was able %o

: appeal <o bo“th m'ban and rural eleetor for support in oraer

»~,,to;m31ntgin“33itish supremacy in South Africa and champion

_ the Uitlanfer cause. The majority «f anti-Bond colonists

.- enbraced the South African Jeague and its out growth - the

Prbéressim v.}’ar;‘t’y, 'ixhe_tfmvémegjs( LER fm'ther v'@ﬁi;lsoli&a'ted .
- when the ;‘:mppz?itant_eagnstituﬁdna 1 issue | - i*g&ig;tributién -
was adopted aéaaﬁﬁajbr‘gléﬂkfip‘ﬁhe E&rty'g'pﬁlitical pro-
 gramms. The polfﬁiéalpower'éf ﬁﬁB AfrikanerABond could
perhaps be,éfféetively»ehaliengeﬁ if'ﬁhé‘rapidqgrowiﬂg‘tewns
reeeived something like fair :‘epresentatmn &8s agamat the
~Bond rural cons"%ztueﬁcies .
Both in Parliament and in the eomtry the anti=-
Bond forces were :thus prepared to divide on clear-cut _
‘ 'p‘ﬁliiical jlines . Party organisation during %he i898 general
eleotion was responsible for the defeat of all but two inde-
,ﬁe‘nden% candidates, a clear indication _‘.tha:is pure prty govern-
ment could Jhencg:ﬂo.m :be"fﬁe’ﬁe‘laped and the unhealthy drift
‘:i:‘owér&e a system of groups and coalitions ;sﬂtayéd o A% the end
of the "ninetlé-én‘;h centure 'the. :c;ape Colony was entering upon
the era of two party government, thirty years after its
- introduction in Britain. The disappearance of Innes® Third .'
- Party f:ﬁ’biii’ the polificai scene bore testimony to the fact.
- But the principle af pure party government was m;t

firmly estabhsheﬂ in ﬁape palities immediately after the
- general election of 1898. This the divisions during the
parlia;aemary session clearly ﬁe-monstrafe&  Indeed it seemed

unlikely that the rigidities of ,parﬁhgrdiscipline would be
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_ %abllshed uﬂ%$l Both Rhodes and Inneq ceased to be members
‘.:of the Iegisiat1VB Aoeembly.‘ ﬁftex the General,Election,
'Hhades oau]i 5%111 rely on a Bondsman 1iké ﬁ C. de ﬁaai to

' '”Esuppart hls demaﬂd for redastrzbu%mon,vanﬂ Imnes had

v:suppﬁrters fbr his fmn@al*reform pel&cy amgng the Pregrea31ves.

o %hile thsse two polltieianm remalneﬁ in Parliament, the

'Veonsolacafien df PrOgressive Ebrces appeare& to be hampered.

In ﬁhl respect it 1@ interesting to ﬁ@te %hat th@ Pre-

,a%ﬁgressive Party nnly emérged as a él°ﬁiﬁlinea bady in the

ugﬁFeuse aftef Inﬁes' aceeptﬁnce of the chlef justlceshlp @f
the Transvaal and Rhoaes' death.(af These twa events tbok
ﬁvplace ﬁitnln the 5pace of a wa day= - in March 1902.
| . Refereneé must ow be nade to the leaderehap of the
‘qurogresslve Party aad the effeé% this hai on the charac%er

' of the movement. 1nneﬁ was regardad as the vbv1ous leader

of ‘the Ihrty as 1ar‘back as 1893 and haﬁ he been prepared

o te aeeept the pasitzon then and undertaken the $ask of

moulding Progressive ﬁorces, he could Have 1n£1ueneed the
fature &avelopmenx of the Party markedly‘ When the Raid
occarrea he m1gh% have been'firmly establiehed as leader of
‘fthe %arty ana,lin phat»positien,vabﬂe teiprevent the rarty
'”f%om éé@pfingﬂa ﬁistine%iy‘raﬁiai eharacter. ﬁut Inneq‘ﬁas

fundamentally unsu:ted to play the rbdle of-a forceful poli=

"l'tzclan~ h;s essentially gudiclal approach 10 question@ mas a

"handicap and, holdxng the trié%y lzberal and progressive views
e 61&, he was una%le g4+ campromlsa in politics.
| Agnes &errlman in 1897 wrote, "1% is a 1000 pities
My JInnes did nﬁt £0 on to- thE‘Bench ag a Judgéy he is no
earthly good as 8 politlclan“ (4) Ho doubt Innes was more
sttited o0 be a 3udge, but how mueh greater ceuld his influence

have been on COIQnial and South A”rlcan pelltlcs had he been

(3) ROS@ lnnés, Op. c:lt.’ ?.‘q’q .
(4) Agnes terriman to Charlotte Barry, 6 May 1897. (M.P.).
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waﬁléwtb'uSG'his aﬁmiﬁaﬁle~qualiﬁ&es-inhbrﬁ@f‘%o’steer'the

;Pragressive Party al@ng a‘more mbderate and 11bera1 course."

But xnaes way’ uu@ ef fune wlth the tlmesw Lhe Ba1d

' fha&\evaked 1ﬂtalerance anﬂ bztﬁerness, a deirand. for. pelitlcal
- léadersth which would give expres s&nn*to.popular feeling,

f“Iﬂnes wag clearlg un uited. %a 1ead tho Earty whzch was

‘ 'fﬁavowéﬁly aﬂclaﬁond ané anﬁiéﬁruger. Rhsaes; bent,on‘effeéting‘

"hls,closer uniqn\seheme within the neﬁt?fi#@iye&rgngas

“#herefore. left to lead the ‘Prégré»s'ﬁiréi?ar‘t‘ys The differences

in politleal sutlock befween Rhcdes and Innea is perhaps

-besﬁ illus%rated by the f011oﬁ1ng quatatlan: *A11 men W1th«—

out distinetienware allured by immediate advantages; great
;minﬁsnaioneﬁare.éxcited-by dis%anﬁdiﬁﬂ?;‘g)

| Fh@ues becane the leader of the Progressive Party
and intendeﬁ t@ use it 46 further h~— scheme ﬁf;eloser union.

while Rhodes profhssed merely ﬁ@ be impl@menﬁzng the desires.

. of ali 3nutn afrmcane fbr a unlted nataen an& condenned tie

zaeial.eleavage‘anvtheweounﬁry, hernevertﬁeless-had;been
responsible for the racial split, Whet is moze e Tostored
this hnhealﬁhy,afmosphére*%y placingvhimsélf-aﬁ the‘héaa,af
'£MQ,PmogrESEive'Eartyj@hie%mwaa:avaweﬁiy gnti=Kruger and anti-
ﬁanﬁ.'Aﬂefﬁéd,i%zinvhis povwer to prevent & widening of the

. gap between Afrikarer and Progressive Parties, but because
" the conquest of the Transvaal meant more # him than the

- welfare of the Cape Colony, he mglected to modify hhs dew

zandse The ardour with which he pursued his scheme of closer

. union by constitutional means, demonstrated quite clearly

%ha% he'wa3fmo$i$atéd éssén%ially by "immediete advantages”,

(5) Sehiller, etory of the mh irty Yeara‘ Hary Pe 42
, (quoted by Iwanﬁﬁuller, Op. Git. p3lQ
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The fact '%Ehat‘ ’Rha&eé wag able 1o assume the leader-
ship of the Progreqsive Paz'ty, while still adhering to the
Bond principle of Pro‘hectien, allows us to siseculate on
the truly progressive and. lz.beral character of the new party.
I‘t mum appear that the Par ty was (mly prog,ressive inasmuch
' as it dmlreﬂ 4o inﬁ'oauee a G‘reneral ﬂempuleery Scab Act, a
: oompulsory system of education for European chw 1dren and |

a‘ md‘i@tm’m‘hmn of seata, AOn the que.s‘tien of Protectlon

. the Progressives mere only prepared to. concede a slight

Yeduction on the duties on foodstuffs, while on a fundamen-
- %ally liberal 1ssue, ‘Smh as "i'.he freedom 'fmm‘, feirbiitrary
arresty ha:li? %hé Progressives held éééi&ediy w’e“trogrés'sive '
 wiews, It would seem that nith the formati@n of the
| vﬁfrikzﬁﬂea and Progressive mrbies, the sp.r:wt of hbera‘La—eﬂ
wag slowly disappearing from Colomai yahtics. g
- Finally an znalogy between the g.rowth of the
A’?fr’i‘kfa'ner ani Progressive partie Suggés‘t&s ::‘tself.
Hofmeyr*s Boeren Beschermings Verenigi ngen sef’ved to "awaken
political feeling among the Afrikaners 1,;&' :ﬁg;e Ce:_lonyz, the
Farmers® Asgociations .played a gi‘milar_ rdle in grous_,ing
Englishespeaking ea.lnnﬁ.sﬁaj. The ?ransvaél War of }1,_87_7-118:81
- gave an dmpetus to the Rev. Sed. du Toit's ﬁ-frikaﬁdér Bond;
] ‘the Jameson Raid of ,18.96. pz‘av_i&éﬂ the Farmers' ]Pafz'{y_with .
the rallying cries so necessary 4o -consolidaﬁeg the Englleh-
- speaking :elaeefora*te. Rhodes was to use ‘bo*itih.thé A:tjrikaner

and Progressive Parties in an atiempt to achiseve his goal.

‘



APPENDIX 4.

- Draft Programme of the South African
Confederation Union. ,

"The canfederation Union adopts as its principles (with such
modifications and additions as may in the caurse afadis-
cussion appear advisable):~ .

1. A Confederation of the various States, viz.. the Cape
Colony in different provinces, the Transvaal, the Free
State, and Natal, = ‘ . S

2, ILocal self-government,

3, A uniform system of native administration.

4, A central Senate, in vhich each of the States shall be

' represented, the Senate to sit at the capital of the
Uniony which.must be chosen for general eonvenience.

5. Entire independence of action; within the limits of the

Unien, to be granted by the English.ﬁavernment.

6, England to retain contrel over all parts for Imperial
 purposes, "

ast lon don _

Dispatch, 11.&ugus$3‘1883;

#3; The fundamental object of this League is to maintain
unimpaired the connection which nov subsists between this
Colony and the British,Empire.

2, With this end in viev, it is proposed to establish a
central organisation at the seat of Government, with
Branches thraughaut the Colony.

3. The Lesgue will wholly abstain from intermeddling with
the affairs of neighbouring States and will not seck,
therefore, to establish any Branch outside the 1im1ts and
aurisdictian of the Cape Colony and its dependencies.,

Li In no way will the Ieague interfere with party politics
,within the Colony, its one paramount objeet being to prevent,
by every means within its power, a calamity so disastrous

as the severance of those ties,which now bind this Colony

to an Empire as powerful and as free as any which the world
has ever seen,

52 With no effectual means of our own to expel foreign
- aggression.(sie) with a population consisting of many diverse
elements not yet sufficiently blended together, the founders
of this Ieague are animated by the profound convietion that
~ the liberties of thlis Colony, not less than its material
welfare, entirely depend upon its remaining an integral
portion of the British Empire.

6, It 18 a fact admitting of no dispute that the Colony is
~at the present moment suffering, and has suffered for some
time past, from a belief which prevails in England that its
inhabitants are wanting in attachment to their privileges as
subjeets of Her Majesty the Queen. Mainly in consequence of
this belief, the value of public securities has diminished,
and is diminishing still, and commercial confidence has been
to a great extent uithdrawn. It will be the endeavour of the

i)



Empire Ieague £6 correct the erroncous idea that the Spirit
of loyalty has waned in this portion of Her Majestyt's

. dominions to such an extent as tn justify the susyicicns
*uhlch ‘have heem arouseﬁ. X

7,-In furtherance of the object with which this League is
established, it 1s not sought in any way to 1imit the
rights-of Self—Government which this Colony at present -
enjoysy but rather to secure for. it entire freedom in the
cantroi of purely domestic affairs, with some voice, at
no distant datey dn the Councils of the Empire,

8y With this end in view; the Leagué will be affiliated to
the Federation Ieague, now being formed in England with the
grand object of educa%ing public opinion up to the
conviction that the time has arrived for the creation of

a Federal Parliament or some alternative machinery, which
will supersede the imperfect arrangements now existing for
keeping Great Britain and her dependengies together,

9, %émbership-of the Ieague will be open to all Colonists
without distinction of national origin or colour, the only
pledge exacted being a dectlaration of readiness to ald in |
the promotion of the objects which are set forth herein,

104 The Ieague will endeavour to attain its objects by the
- propagation of sound views through the Press and every
other Agency which may be available for the purposey by
. securing a proper representation of Colonial views in
Englandy and by opposing the election to Parliament or
other public office of any candidate who may be unable to
~give satisfactory assurances of his sincere loyalty to the
Throne and the Imperlal connection. .

s Rose Innes Papers. No@ 113.

| APPERDIX G,

Extract from the ~4 117* IR

“ﬂbject of the Assoeaati@n.

1. The object of this Assoeiatiﬂn 1s defined 0 be ta o
protect and promote the politiealy agricultural .and commers
c¢ial interests of the Eastern, Mlgland and Northern
districts af the CGlmny.

irermation of ‘the Associatian. T

2, The Association shall be composed or 1cca1 branehes
(consistlng of not less than ten members each), to be formed
uwpon authority obtained from the COuncil, thraughaut the
above-named districts.

Qnalification -of MEmhers. -

3+ The membership of this Association shall consist af .
residents. in the above districts, who shall have paid to its
funds such annual subseription as may be deflned'by the
particular branch with vhich they. are connected and have
slgnified their atherence to the Constitution oi‘
Assoeiati@n. o - _ :

(1)
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'5 Branch.ﬂnnual Meetings.v

6., Duties of Executive‘committees. o o
“The duties of ‘the Executive Committees shall be (l) to
attend to. the registration of ¢lectors in their respective
constituenciesy” (2) to secure the return of siuitable
| repreaentatives to Parliament; (3), to further the objects
- of the Associatlion as above. &efineﬁ hawing regard also to
the interests of their awn districts. -

Fe- Branch bye«-laws.' '
8 The General Gongress. ‘

9. ﬁcuncil of the Association. . ’ L ’

#The Congress at its anruwal meeting shallAeleet a Couneil
consisting of Presidenty Vice~President, Treasurer, and four
members, who shall conduct the general business of the
‘Associatlon, and shall hold foice ti11 the next anﬂual
meeting of COngress. ‘ , , .

10. Gantrihntion to the General Fund'

APPENDIX D,

Egtract fr@m the o e

“1. ﬁbjectse- :

Its objects shall be- te promote goed government within
and amicable relations between the various States and :
-Colonies in South Africa, on the lines of the general primary
principles hereinafter detailed.

| Primary Principle (a)s - | R
This League affirms most strangly its unaiterable resolve

o to support the existing supremacy of Great Britain in South

Africa, and binds itself to oppose any attempts that may be
made to weakern or destrﬂy the supremacy. o

Primary Principle ). ' ' '

This Teague holds it to be an essenuial principle of gocd
gcvernmen% that all inhabitants of any State or Colony,
vneonvicted of crime, shall be regarded as having an inherent
right to equal pollt{cal and eivil privileges, without regard
to race, birthpilace, or religious belief, subject only to’
'saeh.eonditlons of education or ounership or occupation of
property, as may be imposed. (sie) by the laws of the State or
ﬁalany'in which they may réside, Provided always that this
shall not be held to militate against the right of any State
or Colony to restrict the Franchise in the case of Immigrants

- to those who are natives of countries possessing Parliamentary
Institutions. tenves

(iii)



1], Primary Principles.
a. The league affirms most strongly its unalterable loyalty
to the British Crown, and binds itself to resist to the
utmost any attempt that may be made to weaken the conneciion
between this Colony and the Mother Land.

b. Every elector should regard it as a duty to put aside
the personality of individual politicians, and give his

vote only to such candidates for Parliamentary honours as
mey be in accord with his own political principles.

¢e The Ministry of the Colony should be composed of men who
are in agreement with one another on all broad legislative
questions, .

d. It 1is a mischievous principle for any body of politicians
to dictate the legislative poliicy of the Colony, without
assuming, in the persons of its leadersy the reSponsibllity
of carrying that policy into effect.

¢, That the members of the league exercise a healthy
influence at all election (sic) for members of Parliament
in favour of such candidates vho are in accord with the
principles of the league, and selected by the league, and
not to oppose a Ieague candidate. sesen

- South African League Book
of Constitutions, 1897,

(iv)
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