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their view :
" We do not believe ....that there is any prejudice
against Colonial Beer, the demand for which 1s increasing,
and as the quality improves, is likely to increase and
to hold its own in any competition with the imported
article." 21
Ohlsson, when asked why the consumption of his brewery*s
better class beer was so limited, replied as follows:
" There are several reasoné; one of which is, that hitherto
'no superior kind of beer has been produced in the Colony,
and there is a great prejudice against 1it. Now, however,
people are beginning to find out that it is good, and
the sale is improving....." 22
In short, it was not fashionable to place colonial beer on

the table. To rectify this situation the report recommended

a I2% duty on imported beer.23

On the question of the Colony's peoor financial situwation,
Ohlsson lamented the fact that the tax had been removed from
brandy,'aad stated that if a general Excise were introduced he
would not object to a'reasonable' duty oh beer. He estimated
that from an eioise on brandy, molasses and beer the colony
might earn £300-400 000. He also recommended a I% tax on
exported diamonds as well as a tax on copper—oré; an income
tax as opposed to a poll-tax because the latter was not fair tZﬁ?
poorer classes, a property and lapnd tax aimed at farmers who

never utilised their land to full potential; and as 1light a duty

as possible on the necessities of life, while increasing the

2I. Ibid, p. IX. 22. Ibid, p.I187, evidence of -Uhlsson. .

23. Ibid, p. IV. The objection of the brewers in 1885 to the
governmmenti-imposed excise on lower class. tickey-beer, as
well as the state of the beer industry generally, is dis-
cussed in Chapter 4 below.
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A1]l the brewers depended on the sale of tickey beer
for their livelihood, the brewing of which formed a large
percentage of the total output of the various breweries: It
formed 80% of Cloete's total output, and varied between 65-80%
of Ohlsson's output. 12( See Appendix G .)

Tickey beer left the brewery in a flat condition after
having been stored there about seven days. Because the lalays,
dock-workers, labourers and others who consumed the beer
would not drink it in a flat condition, it was necessary for
canteen-keepers to top-up the beer with sugar to make it
effervesce. In the same manner, they could add water to weaken
the bteer and thus make 1t go further. 13 The enormous guantity
of materials used in brewing 1is shown by the fact thaﬁ to
produce a barrel of tickey beer reguired 67lbs.of malt,‘and
to give 1t & head 31lbs.sugar and I gallon of syrup. It was
not possible to send beer "in a brisk condition®" any distance,
for 1t was probvable that within two or three days " the heads
of the casks would be blown out ". T4

Tiokey beer was not meant to be kept for any length’of
time, but was brewed for guick consumption. Depending on the
temperature it would keep from two to eight days, although
lanson claimed that he had on one occasion kept it for four
to five months. I5 |

Beef that'went-off' because of the temperature, or through
age, never went sour as such, but the malt produced more

saccharine which made the beer undrinkable on its own. It

would then either be destroyed or sold to a distiller. 16
I2. A. 24— '83, p?. 25, 41. 13. Ivid, pp. I-7, evidence
of P. Carter { Chlsson's )- I4. Ivid, pp. I7-19, evidence

of H. Thompson ( Ohlsson's ). I5. Ibid, p. 47.
16. Ibid, p. 47.
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tiCkey beer we entirely depend 0n...“.29
The other Drewers agreed with this, and Spence maintained
that unless some relief was granted, Cloete and Hiddingh
would have to sell-up. 30 | |

Various owners and keepers of pubs and canteens testified
to the fact that their beer sales had slumped badly, some
blaming the increased excise, some the'bad times! ahd others,
a combination of the two. 31

A wine merchant gave evidénce that there was no increase
in his trade, but a falling-off due to the depression. 32

Various Cape Town importers of English and Gérman beer
in bottles showed examples of the fall-off in their trade.
This they blamed on the generzl depression over importation,
and competition. 33 |

Imported beer in bulk ( that is, in casks ) however,
never fared so well with good guality colonial bteer in Cape
Town, for as Ohlsson noted:

" In Cape Town we can compete with the English beer in

bulk, because we have no freight to pay... but coastwise

we cannot compete... because of high freight charges.! 34

It should be noted that English beer in vottles and in
casks was able to compete vith colonial beer so far from
Zngland because of its cheap production cost — 50/ cheaper
than the Colony's. The reasons for this viere the ready
availabllity of cheap barley and hops; the small excise of

2d. per gallon on veer in England, and the cooler climate

29. A. 8-'85, pp. 33, 20, 29.

30. Ibid, p. 6.

3T. Ibid, pp. 38-48.

32, Tbid, p. 74, evidence of P.J. Bosman ( wine-mcrchant ).
33. See Appendix H.

34. A. 8- '85, pp. 104-5.
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out that the Australian dizggers had in fact ' salted ' the
mine, and Ohlsson's Damaraland.venture into so0ld mining and

the Syndicate thus came t0 nothing. 26

In I888 Ohlsson was re-elected to the House of Assembly.
Althoush it was rumoured at the time that he was going to
transfer his allegiance from Cape Town to Swellendam ( the
district in which some of his farms were situated ) for the
1888 election, he did in fact accept the numerously signed -
regquisition ( I443 voters ) requestihg nim to stand for re-
election for one of the Cape Town seats. 21 The preamble to
the rejuisition read: |

" Tfe the undersizned electors of the City of Cape Town,
having viewed with feelings of satisfaction the truly

independent, and... consistent course you have adopted
in respect to the different measurses which occupied the

attention of Parliament ...." 28

Regulsitions were presented to six candidates - Stigant,'
Fuller,:¥Wiener, Ohlsson, O'Reilly, and D. de Villiers Graaff.
However the latter declined to accept nomination because of
business commitments, and the election battle for the four
Cape Town seats was therefore contested by five czndidates. 29
| The main issues of the election were railway expansion
northwards, the debate on protection and free trade, and the

excise. The various views of the candidates on these principal

26. Isterhuyse, South-Vest Africa, pp. I133-4.
27. Arsus, I. 9. 188%; and, 3. I0. 1888.

28, Ioid, 3. I0. I888.

29. Ipid, 28. 8. IB&8; and, 8. 9. 1888,





































CHAPTER VI

ROUGE RIDING : T&89 - 94.

The period I889-93 witnessed two ministerial crises:
That of I890 brougnt about the failure of the Sprigg gov-
ernment to get ﬁheir railway proposals passed, and that
of 1893 over the 'Logan contract'.

It is evident from the tone of many of Ohlsson's
speeches during this period that, probably because of the
second mandate he had received from the Cape Town voters,
his attitude and manner were more confident and in some
cases even aggressive. This 1s particularly true in regard
to the debate on the general subject of liguor which
remained an important issue in this period. The debate
over the liguor laws raged on for four years I890-3 with
Bills and motions constantly belng bandied aboutb.

The various members representing temperance movements
constantly attacked Ohlsson and he equally determinedly
defended himself and the interests of the trade for which

he sypoke.

Following representations from various groups in 1889,
a Liquor Commission vias appointed and rerported in I890
and an amended Liguor Bill based on the recommendations
of the Commission, was introduced in 1891. This Bill
included a revision of the opening hours of bottle stores

I

and hotel bars, the principlé of local option,™ the

I. 'local option' was tne right of the local population
within a stipulated radius from a puvlic-~house to object
to the existence of such a public-house.
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alteration in the liguor law, 12 Counter-petitions from the
Good Templars of S5ea Foint, Cape Town, Claremont, Xlmberley
and Peaconsfield were also presented to the House. 0'Rellly
withdrew the Bill in favour of a Select Cormittee being
anpointed to investigate the subjeot.AI}

In I£93 Ohlsson obtained leave to introduce a new liguor
Bill. He stated that he had Leen asked to do so by the Central
Committee of the Licensed Victuallers of Cape Town who repre-—
sented almost all the licensed victuéllers of’ the Colony. 14

Hutton, the member for Fort Deaufort attacked the
broposed new Bill:

" Was the House going to brand itself with the pame of

hypocrite by refusing Lo allow the sale of‘the necessities

of life and permitting the sale of liguor on SundayS...
the appearance of the thing was that... ( OChlsson ) ...
wished to promote his own interests and those of the
business in which he wes engaged ... he urged Chlsson

to withdraw the Bill., " I5

Ohlsson defended himself as follows:

" As far as he was concerned, there was no man in the
Bouse, e#en the supporters of total abstinence, who
abominated drunkeness more than he did, and yet he was
constantly getting personalities from the other side of
the House. The very men in the House who opposed the
sale of liguor,voted for money to be spent in eradicating

the phylloxera to preserve the wine indugﬁry in the

I2. Ivid, I892, p. 93, I3. Ivid, p. 270,
I4. Tbid, 18593, D. 272. I5. Ibid, p. 333.
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Ohlsson might well have been pursuing his own interests
in regard to liguor guestions, although this was not so in
general, Tor as was the case during his first fivé years in
parliament, he spoke on nunerous wide-ranging topics which
had no ooﬁmeotian with his own interests at all, The
following examples will demounstrate this point: He repeated
his encouragement for the farmer to be glven incentives
and reduced rallway rates to increase production. 20

As a protectionist and as one who favoured the
fostering of oolonialvindustries, Ohlsson was ilnstrumental
in having the Fish Protection Bill passed. It was aimed
at Amerioaﬁ fishing vessels which wvere capable of fishing
in deeper waters wnile usihg a net with a small mesh net(v
During debate on the Bill, Ohlsson stated that

" It would be a hardship for the native fisherman to

have these larszer vessels competing against themn,

because they were not of a c¢lass who had the means o

purchase boats of a larzge size. " el

In the'oommercial'sghere, besides campaigning for
cheaper telegraphic rates and debating the demerits of
having an overseas mail contract monopoly, Onlsson (in
I189C) gave his full support to the idea of erecting a

new post offiice on the site of the old Commercial Exchange
in Cape Town:

" They had been @aiﬁing a long time to get proper
postal offices at Cape Town in the interests of the

country at large. " 22

20. H. of A. Debs., 1590, p. 23; Ibid, I&9I, p. I51.
22. Ivid, p. 302,




































































































































































