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Reprographic Reproduction Rights Licensing

The right to reproduce materials fall within the set of exclusive rights held by a copyright holder. In order for an educational institution to make copies of copyrighted materials

they need permission from the copyright holder to reproduce the required materials. In South Africa, the Dramatic, Artistic, and Literary Rights Organisation (DALRO) has

been given a mandate by many authors and publishers to issue licenses on their behalf for reprographic reproduction of their work. DALRO issues both blanket licenses

and transactional licenses, with the former being the recommended license for educational institutions.

According to DALRO:

The core function of an RRO such as DALRO is to grant licences for the reproduction of extracts from copyright-protected published works for internal use within an

educational institution, or an organisation, or a company. In this way, multiple copies may be made, legally, and against payment of a small fee which is channelled back to

the rights’ holders. Licensing offers access to printed information (in multiple copies) when the whole work is not required, and it thus provides the balance between

copyright owners’ economic interests and the informational requirements of consumers.

DALRO has the mandate to not only license reprographic reproduction of the majority of published works in South Africa but also other countries such as the UK, USA,

France, Germany and Australia. Please note that DALRO does not own the copyright in these materials – they have instead been given a mandate by the copyright owners to

administer their reproduction rights. These mandates are given either via direct assignement, via contractual agreements or bilateral agreements with other reprographic

reproduction rights organisations.

Resources:

Reprographic reproduction licensing presentation that was presented to a UCT department.

FAQ section on the DALRO website.

WIPO National Workshop on Reprographic Reproduction Rights & Collective Management

by Shihaam
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