












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The post-apartheid era in Nieu Bethesda

income, most households intimated that they would not survive without the remittances
they receive from their children living away from Nieu Bethesda. This is illustrated in the
following case study, which is typical of many Black families in Nieu Bethesda.

Case 5.5: Sanna and Freddie

Sanna and her husband, Freddie, live in Kloof Street, and neither have
permanent employment. Freddie is medically unfit for work and receives
a pension, and Sanna is employed once a week by the owner of a
holiday house in the village. The regular monthly income of the family is
in the vicinity of R500 (which varies according to whether Sanna is able
to find odd jobs in the village). However, this meagre income is
supplemented by regular maintenance which they receive for the two
grandchildren who live with them and attend school in Nieu Bethesda.

Julie, one of Sanna and Freddie’s daughters, attended school in
Bethesda until Std 5. Although she longed to continue her education,
she was not able to do so as her family could not afford the cost of
sending her to boarding school in Graaff Reinet. After leaving school,
she stayed at home for a few years, doing odd jobs when she could get
work, and helping her parents in the home. She then left Nieu Bethesda
and went to Cape Town, where she started working as a nurse-aid at the
Volks Hospitaal. She continued studying through comrespondence and
has now passed Std 8 and is a registered nurse. It is Julie’s aim to
become a nursing sister, and she is therefore continuing with her
studies. She has a boyfriend and one child, but does not want to marry,
as she feels that if she did so, she would have to put the interests of her
own family before those of her parents.

Julie sends regular remittances to her parents which vary from month to
month, but which enable them to survive. She retums to Bethesda for a
month every year bringing with her large quantities of food and clothing
and other presents for her parents. Julie feels that in spite of the
deprivation her parents have suffered, they have given their children so
much in the way of loving nurturing and secunty, that she would llke to
make them her first priority for the rest of their lives.

Sanna and Freddie have six children, aill of whom have left home, and all of whom
contribute towards their parents’ living expenses, to some extent. It appears that Julie
provides the major support to Sanna and Freddie, but as she was the only one with
whom | was able to meet, | could not discuss the matter with her siblings. The problem
of ascertaining to what extent individuals living away from home are contributing to the
household is one which Spiegel (1979) mentions. He found that in such cases he had
merely to rely. on the respective respondents’ perceptions of their household’s
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boundaries, which were often related to jural rights of residence in a homestead
(1979:50). ’

Many young people, who have left Nieu Bethesda to work in urban areas, return when
their elderly parents become increasingly unabie to care for themselves adequately,
and their roles are then reversed. One such case is Ouma Gongo, who all her life had
cared for her grandchildren, while their parents were eaming a living in other parts of
South Africa. Although Ouma Gongo is still remarkably active, her daughters realise
that as she is in her nineties, she can no longer be expected to play the role of
household head and child-minder. Dora has therefore retumed to live with her mother
and care for her during her remaining years. Ouma Gongo, who since her husband’s
death, has been the househoid head and giﬁving force in her home, now has two
daughters, three grandchildren and a great grandchild living with her, and is able to
relax with the uhderstanding that should anything happen to her, her daughters will be

able to take care of the children and run the house.

In' addition to the actual cash donations which children make to their parents, many
contribute financially in other ways such as settling debts, paying for medical treatment
if necessary, or providing essential items for the home. This was particulary true after
the provision of electricity when few Black people could afford to purchase electrical
appliances. During fieldwork, when questioned about how elderly people who obviously
would not have sufficient funds to purchase appliances such as refrigerators or stoves,
or even less expensive items such as electric kettles, had acquired such relative
luxuries, | was invariably told that these had been supplied by children.

Another point which became evident is that in Nieu Bethesda, the general knowledge
and ‘street wisdom’ which young people acquire in urban areas, equips them with
greater knowledge of how to act in times of crisis than their parents, who have never
left the protected environment of Nieu Bethesda. In many instances | was toid by
elderly people in Pienaarsig that they had lost vital documents, such as identity
documents or vital receipts, or did not know the procedure to follow in certain situations,
but that their beﬁer—infomed children had ‘sorted things out’ for them. The ties of being
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'n boorling van Bethesda are hard to sever, and such ties are vital in ensuring that the

links which connect social networks remain intact.

From these examples, the reciprocal nature of the networks of support which exist
between families in Pienaarsig and their kin in urban areas can be understood. Vital
material support is provided to elderly people who would not otherwise be able to
survive, while in tumn, urban parents feel secure in the knowledge that their children are
being cared for in the same sheltered surroundings which they had taken for granted in
their childhood years. Many times | was told how strange it is that in order to appreciate
Nieu Bethesda, one needs to have lived in the city and experience the insecurity of

urban life.

Conclusion

It is a disconcerting fact that in spite of the promises which the ANC made before the
general election of 1994, in Nieu Bethesda there are few visible signs of the new
govermment’s policy of reconstruction and development. However, there is now an
awareness of the need to involve the entire population in any decision-making which

will affect their future.

In a community with minimal recreational facilities, where for centuries the population
has been divided on racial lines, and where there are gross economic and educational
disparities, social interaction is unlikely to take place in the near future. Similarly,
opportunities for interaction in the workplace or in schools and universities as has

occurred in urban areas are negligible.

It appears that the more modern outlook which newcomers have brought to the village
is having a marked effect on the conservative attitudes which have characterised race
relations in the village throughout its history. Perhaps the most remarkable feature of
the post-apartheid era is that the boundéries of many people living in the isolated
environment of Nieu Bethesda are being extended beyond the limits of the Sneeuberg
region. Whereas formerly, they had little conception of any world outside their own
village, they are now beginning to realise that they are in fact role piayers in a national

and intemational sense.
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How do you reshape the building that has been buift with 300 years
of apartheid into a-building that is worth living in for all human
beings? A building of justice, tolerance and a real sepnse of
community (Wilson, 1994:6)

CHAPTER SiX

The initial aim of this study was primarily to describe the changes which have taken

place in a village, in the period immediately following the famous announcement by
President De Klerk that ‘apartheid is dead’. However, as it is generally accepted, the
process of change will be a long and arduous one. As Neison Mandela has said:

Democracy means more than just the vote. It must be measured by the -

quality of life of ordinary men and women, young and old, rural and

urban. It means giving all South Africans the opportunity to share in the

country’s wealith, to contribute to its development and improve their own

lives (Mandela, 1994:15) : '
Although the first democratic election of 1994 was welcomed with the now well-known
words of Archbishop Tutu, ‘Free at last, it is indeed true that people are nét freed
merely by being able to vote. Freedom has thus far meant little for the Black residents
of Nieu Bethesda. Even insofar as changes have emerged in the attitudes of Whites, it
could be argued that these are of little relevance, given the continuing White exodus
from the village. By contrast, the relative stability of the Black population merely
emphasises the limited freedom of choice (in terms of mobility) they enjoy. A
comparison of the economic position of Black people in Nieu Bethesda with the wealth
which the vast areas of farming land represent fo; the handfui of White members of the
district brings this feature further into perspective. Sandile Dikeni, who grew up in the
Karoo and knows the deep-rooted and symbolic relationship which exists between
people and land, declared:

The land, the soil, the goddamn land! It is all about that, isn't it? It is
about this dry soil, where poplar trees wither and die but still miracuiousiy
stay alive...Itis an end. It is a beginning...(Cape Times,24/07/93).
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In large measure, both sections of the population of Nieu Bethesda still accept the right
of Whites to own and control most of the land and resources in the village. Thus in the
apartheid era, aithough stripped of their small piots of land and without any marketable
skills, the majorjty of Black people in this small rural community were grateful to their
White masters for making decisions for them in the patemaiistic way they had always
done, even when such decisions were not in their long-term interests. it does appear
that the worldviews of people who have lived in Nieu Bethesda all their lives indicate a
high degree of continuity and inability to change, suggesting that the ethos of
patemalism has in fact persisted in the post-apartheid era. Insofar as this thesis has
suggested that minimal change has taken place in Nieu Bethesda as a direct result of

apartheid, thie raises questiona regarding the long-term prognosis for the village.

Notwithstanding the absence of emp!oym'er;t opportunities, there is still a relatively
large Black population in Nieu Bethesda. The large proportion of elderly people in the
village are too old or unskilled to find employment in urban areas. And, despite the
inequalities and patemalism which pervades the thinking of Whites, the perceived
advantages of remaining in the village have thus far ensured that many of the older
generation of Blacks choose to remain in the place where they were bom. There is little
indication that this trend will change in the foreseeable future. The daily face-to-face
contact which residents have with their friends and kin, the lower Ievel of cime, and the
relaxed lifestyle can never be found in an urban environment, and this was frequently
articulated by informants. For these reasons too, many peopie who were bom in Nieu
Bethesda and have spent their working lives in urban areas are lured back to the place

of their birth when they retire.

However, with no available agricultural land, no secondary school, and no industry of
any kind, few young people remain in the village. They leave to find work in the urban
areas and improve their chances of upward mobility. The village has thus become a

community characterised by an abnormally high percentage of pensioners, many of
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whom are caring for their grandchildren, providing them with a safe environment in
which to grow up, away from the dangers and temptations of city life. It is likely that this
situation will be repeated for many generations, with at least one member of the
younger generation of families now living in Nieu Bethesda returning to the place where
they grew up when they retire. Having had greater exposure to the changes which are
taking place in South Africa, they are unlikely to be as acquiescent and submissive as
those who have never left the village, and are therefore likely to instil new ideas in the

minds of those who remain.

Residents who have left the village for economic reasons have created networks of
support for those remaining in the village. As Mitchell (1969) argues, frequency of
contact is not a significant criterion for the durability and intensity of relations between
absent members of family and their kin in rﬁral areas. Social networks, as Rogers and
Vertovec (1995) posit, may be regarded as resourcés. In Nieu Bethesda this argument
is particularly apposite, where women are increasingly being obliged to create new

networks of child-care and mutual assistance.

While the attitudinal legacy of which Welsh (1994) speaks is less tangible than material
conditions (and often more difficult to assess), this aspect of apartheid’s legacy
constitutes a formidable obstacle to change.
Feelings of superiority, resentment and exclusion will be hard to
overcome - systems of priviege cannot be broken down ovemight.
Apartheid’s legacy will be long and enduring (Harker,1994:18).
As has been the case in many small towns and villages in South Africa, demography is
a key factor in examining change. In many places where there is an overwhelming
majority of Blacks (such as the Transkei), the majority of Whites were reluctant to
remain with a Black government in power (Johnson, 1994). After the Transkei was
granted ‘independence’ in 1976, a large number of White people packed up and left. In

other areas (such as Greyton), where Coloured people were forcibly moved from the
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village and resettled in a nearby township, the town became repopuiated with Whites

eager to get away from the tensions of urban life (Robinson, 1983).

Important as demography is, Connerton (1989) has argued that differences between
village life and urban life do not only relate to space and popuiation density. Smail
villages provide individuais with frameworks within which their memories are localised.
In rural villages such as Nieu Bethesda, where a major exodus to the cities took place
towards the middle of this century, it.seemed that mainly Whites with a conservative
outlook remained in the village. It could thus be argued that those who continued living
in the village represent a self-perpetuating pool of conservatism, resistant to any radical

change in the status quo.

Long and Long (1 992) have argued that in the field of development, an ‘actor-oriented’
sociology of development is required, in which the research focuses on individual
actors. Central to such an approach, is the recognition of the ‘multiple realities’ and
diverse social practices of the various social actors, and the networks and discourse in
which the actors are involved and which they reproduce. In order to meet the challenge
of relating theory to practice (which is one with which sociologists are continually
confronted). Long and Long advocate:
o the development of a more actor-onented approach which buiids

upon theoretical work aimed at reconciling structure and perspectives

(1992:4).
Such én approach is reflected in this dissertation, which focuses to a large extent on
the actions and views of individual actors and the networks they create and in which
they are involved. In telling the story of the people of Nieu Bethesda, the thesis has
recognised the muitiplicity of voices which contribute to this story, and negates the

notion of a shared set of ideas and values sanctioned by its population.
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In Nieu Bethesda Blacks have not been brutally treated.in the physical sense, and
there is a remarkable degreé of goodwill between Whites and Blacks. Although | have
not retumed to Nieu Bethesda since the local elections of 1995, | have been in contact
with several residents of the village, from both population groups, who are enthusiastic
about the change in composition of the Town Council, which is predominantly Biack.
The Mayor, who is the (Coloured) headmaster of the Lettie de Klerk school, was borm in
Nieu Bethesda and has lived in the village for the greater part of his life. However,
having had the opportunity to leave the village to continue his studies, he is well-
educated and in touch with national and intemnational affairs. This gives weight to the
argument that change is likely to come from outside influences, rather than from within
the village itseif. Johnny (Case 4.6, 5.2) is now a member of the Town Council, and his
input and ideas are, as | was told by a White resident of the village, generally
consndered to be ‘of great value’. He too is an individual whose ideas and pollt cal

pht!osophy were formed beyond the boundanes of Nieu Bethesda.

However, the outlook for material change is less optimistic. It does not appear that any
solution to the depressed conditions of the majority of people in Pienaarsig is likely to
be found in the foreseeable future. With the majority of the Black population consisting
of pensioners and children, there is little scope for major development projects which
would significantly alter the economic situation of residents of Pienaarsig. Observation
of the change which is taking place in the village at present would suggest that any
future transformation of the social order is unlikely to occur through state intervention in
the form of development projects. As Nuijten (1992:206) has argued, studies of political
economy and of local organization in development are ‘constrained by a particular
conceptualization of the theoretical problem - and of its significance for state policy and
political strategy’. Any material change is therefore more likely to take place as a resuit
of the injection of new ideas and skills which newcomers have given the village, than as
a result of a change in state policy. The influence of new residents who, in addition to

broadening the worldview of the older villagers, are bringing artistic and entrepreneurial
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skills to Nieu Bethesda, may in time help people in a limited way to realise some of their

aspirations.

However, untii a radical restructuring of the economy takes place the matenial
conditions of the residents of Pienaarsig are uniikely to change. Empowerment is what
is needed most in Nieu Bethesda, and this will be an arduous and lengthy process. As
Boyd (1989) says: |

Empowerment .... is a process by which people acquire real powers and
command real resources within their locality; by that, | mean recognised
power over material resources and recognised power institutionalised
within the political structures. It constitutes an affimation of confidence
that one has the tools, the mechanisms and the resources to make
decisions capable of solving one’s own problems (Boyd,1989:109).

A key element of the perpetuation of the coliective memory of any group is
communication betweenv individuals. In a social group, where parents are forced
through economic reasons to live away from their children, older members transmit their
representations of the past to the younger members. The grandparents, therefore,
more than the parents, act as mediators of the memory of the group. In Nieu Bethesda,
where there is a high percentage of pensioners and the majority of children are cared
for by grandparents, this may have contributed, and is likely to continue in the future, to

thé perpetuation of a conservative outlook.

Reference has been made throughout this dissertation to the idea of Nieu Bethesda as
a community. The geographic isolation of the village, its small population, and the fact
that aimost all its residents have been bom and reared in the village, have produced
strong feelings of belonging to a unique community. In spite of the material
disadvantages of living in Nieu Bethesda, the fact of being “n boorling van Bethesda’
(one bom in Bethesda) appears to create a lasting bond with all those bom there, and
yeaming for the strong family ties and kinship bonds of a small and close-knit

community draw people back to the place of their birth.
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While it may appear that the democratisation of South Africa alone is unable to bring

about radical change in the village in the immediate future, it is probable that change

will come about through the greater contact which Nieu Bethesda now has with the rest
if‘s\flthe world and through the influence which outsiders are able to exert on the original
population. Although, as has been shown, patemalism is both persistent and
persuasive, even in an isolated community such as Nieu Bethesda it is not static. Thus,
as Van Onselen (1991) argues, marginalised people should not be regarded as being
' inherently submissive or incapable of changing. However submissive a group of people
may be appéar, there are usually a number of individuals within their ranks who, unlike
the majority, are not prepared to accépt their disadvantaged situation. This was
demonstrated in the case studies of Johnny (Cases 4.6 and 5.2) and Dora (Case 5.3).
In both cases the informants, through exposure to education and political influences
beyond the boundaries of Nieu Bethesda, were able to present a different philosophy
to their family and friends when they retumed to the village. |

Societies create and preserve powerful imageks of themselves as existing over time
(Connerton, 1989:46). This dissertation has relied on both historical reconstruction,
based on an investigation of facts, and social memory, based on images and individual
interpretations of events and processes. As an individual's consciousness of time is to
a large extent an awareness of that continuity which the society creates there is, as

Connerton (1989) points out, a need to distinguish between social memory and

historical reconstruction. This is particularly true in a small village such as Nieu -

Bethesda, where social memory is an important factor in determining individuals’ places

in society.
Through performance and ritual, religion is a powerful means of conveying and

sustaining images and recollected knowledge of the pést. Christianity, as Connerton
(1989:40) argues, teaches that:
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.... divine revelation has assumed a historical form, that God has
intervened in the history of humanity, and that the vocation of the
Christian is to remember and commemorate the history of that
intervention in society (Connerton, 1989:46).
In Nieu Bethesda, where the Church has been a major focus of activity, and where for..
two centuries adherence to the teachings of the Gospel has been advocated,
Christianity has been a unifying factor and an element of continuity. For the majority of
both the Black and White populations, membership of a church is the one aspect of
their lives which is focused in the same direction. However, as the majority of the
population have been excluded from the church around which the village was

established, the Church has also proved to be a source of division and resentment.

The question of how to alter the culture of de’pendéncy so prevalent in many small
economicélly—deprived communities in post-apartheid South Africa is one which couid
present a chailenge to social anthropologists in the future. For any development project
to be sustainable in Nieu Bethesda, (as has been the case in many other parts of the
country), the culture of dependency which has developed in the village over more than

a century will need to be reversed.

As Sharp and Boonzaier (1995) point out, the perception into which White (and indeed
many Black) South Africans have been socialized for decades is that Black and White
people are so inherently different that they can be categorized into mutually exclusive
groups. In the apartheid era Whites used their poiitical power to realize this cuitural
perception in a whole range of practical ways (1995:65). With the changes that are
taking place following the transition'to a democratic government, the false sense of
security which patemalistic treatment had afforded Black people has been eroded.
Similarly, the old established order, where Whites were secure in the belief that they
could exercise complete control over Blacks, has fallen away. In order, to bn’ngv
meaning to their lives, people are seeking new and diverse ways to reconstruct the

turbulent events of the past and present eras in terms of their own individual culture
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and experiences, which is confusing and worrying for both Blacks and Whites. This
presents new challenges to énerpo!ogists and emphasises the need to broaden the

focus of social anthropologists (Sharp and Boonzaier, 1995.64).

Some reflections on fieldwork

On completion of a research project of this nature, it seems appropriate that certain
aspects of fieldwork which could be regarded as problematic be considered and
documented. When away from the field, one is often able to stand back from the

subject with a certain objectivity not possible while immersed in fieldwork.

Firstly, a strong argument can now be made that the timing of the research project was
unfortunate as it commenced too soon after the announcement that apartheid was to
be dismantled. Insufficient tme has elapsed for significant changes to manifest
themselves. It has even been difficult to discem pattems of change which rﬁight be
extrapolated into the future.

Secondly, when considering Nieu Bethesda both in its historical context and in the
context of future events, the issue of interaction between Blacks and Whités has not
been given much'coverage. This is obviously related to the small number of Whites
remaining in the village. However, | have tried to emphasise the structural conditions
which militate against significant interaction, even after the demise of apartheid. At the
same time, | am of the opinion that such population imbaiance between White and
Black as exists in Nieu Bethesda is probably not atypical of ratios to be found in many

other contexts where Blacks and Whites might interact.
The unusually small population of Nieu Bethesda also meant that individual role

players, rather than pattems and processes (which are the normal indicator of social

change) became the focus of research efforts. Although | recognise that it was
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originally the small number of people in the unit of study which forced me in this
direction, | still feel that this e:mphasis is an important one which should be carried over
to other anthropological research. Such a belief is confirmed by Long and Long (1992)
who advocate an actor-oriented approach to the analysis of social change and
development inteNenﬁon. For exarﬁple, while it can be argued that the two iong case
studies in chapter four (Cases 4.4 and 4.5) illustrate many features of life in Nieu
Bethesda (pattemns 'and processes), they were selected primanly to emphasise the

uniqueness of individual experience.

As pointed out by Featherstone (1991), actor-oriented research emphasises the need
to look more closely at networks of communication which individuals create and utilise.
. However, in order to produce a complete study which pursued the emphasis placed on
networks by the actor-oriented thrust of the study, it would have been necessary to
follow peopie beyond the boundaries of Nieu Bethesda. Unfortunately; apart from the
isolated cases mentioned in Chapter YFour (Pieter Meyer [jnr] who | was able to visit in
Graaff Reinet, and his sister, Mattie Cupido, who | visited in Cape Town), time and

scope precluded this.

In an ethnography of this nature, participant observation is generally the major method
used to observe the village activities. However, in Nieu Bethesda, where there are so
few opportunities for recreational activity, uncontrived participant observation often
proved to be problematic. Thus most of the data for this thesis was obtained through
informal interviews. It is acknowledged that participant observation, where spontaneous
information is elicited, is preferable: to interviews, where the information is obtained
through response to specific questions. The only occasions where | was able to listen,
rather than to ask questions, were at the Manpower courses and on the occasions

when | gave residents of Pienaarsig lifts to Graaff Reinet.
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A substantial part of this dissertation relates to the past, rather than to the dynamic
changes which are currentfy taking place. However, this can be justified in terms of
Touraine’s argument that:
....it is only when a society is capable of debating its choices, of
recognizing the complementarity of cuitural orientations common to most
and clearly opposed social interests, that it may have a history
(1992:145). .
If we accept that “...the lucid knowledge of the interests of each [individual] determines
the organization of society by a cascade of rational choices and political compromises’
(Touraine,1992:145), an examination of the history of a society is crucial to an
understanding of its contemporary dynamics. | am also convinced that the past does
play a very significant part in the lives of people in Nieu Bethesda, which is
independent of my own propensity to steer.conversation in that direction, and | do not
think that the theme of persistent patemalism is one which has been artificially

constructed as a result of any fieidwork bias.

Finally, there is the question of how applicable my observations in Nieu Bethesda may
be to other parts of South Africa. Throughout rhy period of fieldwork | was reminded of
the uniqueness of Nieu Bethesda, and of the extent to which it was atypical of other
villages in South Africa. However, the themes of persistent patemalism and the
importance of social networks (esp'e’cia!ly those linking remote villages with ﬁrban
areas) might have a much broader relevance, which should be investigated elsewhere.
| hope other researchers will take up the challenge of trying to investigate their
relevance in other contexts, thereby adding to what is presently a very limited body of
village-based ethnography.
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17, Any person found committing any act of g, k
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21. Any person after .having his location permit cgy F -
celled, shall be deemed a stranger within the meaning«
these rules, and be liable to' & penalty provided forj F-.
Section 4 hereof. :

.. 22 In case the fines named in the foregoing reguly fu
tions shall not be paid, it shall be lawful for the Reside §
Magistrate, when not specially provided, to sentence th E
offender to imprisonment, with or without hard lsbow E ...
for a period not exceeding one month. i

23. Any person or ‘persous contravening say of ti:
foregoing regulations wherein no punishment is speciali
provided for, shall upon convictiou be liable tu u fined -
not exceeding £1 sterling, or to a term of imprisonmer
with or without hard labour not exceeding 14 days. - ,

24. The Native Location shall remain on the plse .
appointed by the Consistory to the east of the villago. T

t
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Appendix C

27 Augustus 82

Die Streekverteenwoordige:
Dept. van Gemeenskapsontwikkeling
Privaatsak X3913 t -
Port Elizabeth !

Meneer i :
DIEZ WET OF GROEPSGEBIEDE, 1966: ONWETTIGE OKXJPASIE IN
‘ DIE BLANKH GROEESGEBIED VAN NIZSU BETHESDA:

U skrywe 8/6/1982, het beirekking:-
Die volgende klesurlinge woon in blanks gebied:
Van Heerdenstraat: ~ :
Liesbet ¥ywers met 4 kinders teseresesss Erf 396
Agathastraat Erf 398 Annie Kayster en 5 kinders
N 399 Joey Vywers en 3 kinders
B 400 J=zpie Adems en-2 kinders.
- 401 Lettie Koopman en 3 kinders.
402 B3l Jan Jacobus (leeg)
403 XKoelie Vywers

404
410 James Davids. vrou en 2 kinders.
Pienaarstraat 441 Bdl: Freek Swarts '

Prank Sw-ris en 2 kinders en 4 loseerders.
Pieter Barendse, vrcu en 8 kinders.
460 Miseta april 5 groot en 6 kleinkinders.
461 TKarlien April lgrcot enm 2 klein kinders
461 Oktober April vrou er & kipders
462 Abraham April vrou en 1 kind.
162 ¥oos April vrou en 5 kinders
Preek van der Merwe vrou er 2 kinders
ndrew Agril vrou en 2 kinders.

Hortiaedraad 443 Bdl; Piet ieyer (Suster Alice)
Martinstraat 501 Jan Meyse .Huurder Piet v d Merwe 3 kinders en
2 loseerders

500 Sam Jacobus Piet Jacobs vrou en 1 kind

499 TLeah Brookes.(Verblyf permit) ’

495 Jan Minnaar en 6 kinders

497 Rosie Reid en 7 kinders

*  Martha Reid. .
Murraystraat 105 A Barendse en suster (Verblyf permit)
Roordstraat 109 Tzak Barendse en 2 susters.
Naudestraat 90 Abraham Jacobs vrou, seéun dogter 4 kinders en

3 kleinkinders.
Nicolass Jacobs, vrou en 2 kinders.
Jammer vir vertraging. '

Die uwe

Stadsklerk.,




Appendix D (eight pages)

Hignaber & Horn | e B

POSBUB
TELEFONE
BUNYAN BEPTIMUS HORN TELEPHONES } 9%& & 277 TELEGRAMME | wipppRe
TELEGRAMS
PROKUREURS, NOTARISEE, ©  VERWYSINGG/REFERENCES
HOEDELBEREDDERAARS EN U MNA.
WAARDEERDERS YOUR MA KERKBTRAAT 14 CHURCH STR
C 8 EET,
ons wne. HORN/RO
QUR MR .
ATTORNEYE, NOTARIES, GRAAFF-REINET.
ADMINISTRATORS OF ESTATES 6280.

AND APPRAISERS

15 October 1975

Mr. N. Sheard
P.0. Box 205
MIDDELBURG K.P.
5900

Dear Sir
ESTATE LATE J.J. BARENDSE

With further reference to this matter we enclose copy of
a letter received from the Department of Community Develop-
ment at Port Elizabeth which explains the position in full.

We doubt very much whether the Department will issue a permit
for the relatives of the deceased to stay on in the premises.
You are of course at liberty to contact them at Port Elizabeth

. but from past experience we do know that they are rather strict
and seldom issue these permits. :

To enable us to proceed with the administration of the estate
please advise whether you.are interested in purchasing this
property. :

Yours faithfully

NIENAB

Per:

SATERDAE GESLUIT - CLOSED ON SATURDAYS
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" The Velley .= -
- Posbus 205
Middelburg
K. P,
5900
- 23 Oktober 1975 _

| Mnr P.F. de Klerk . ,
‘.Waterval ‘ fiﬁh
Grggff Relngtk

Geggtb;Hégramt

.Tans woon daar op dle dorp Nieu Bethesda op erf nos. 105, 109, 110 en
111, wat 1n dle Blanke groepsgebied val, Kleurlinge wat nou kennis

;gekry het van- dle Departement Gemeenskapsbou on die elendomme te ver-—
" koop aan Blankes.- ‘

Dle EKleurlinge wat daar woon.is Isak Barendse, ongetroud godsd&gns-
tig en ongeveer 63 Jjaar oud; Abraham Barendse, ook cngetroud en onge-
veer SC jear oud en Abraham se ma wat ongeveer 80 Jaar oud is en
totaal bl¢nd. Dan 1s daar ook twee ongetroude susters van Abraham wat
ook om en by 45 Jaar oud is. B
Al hierdie Kleurlinge'en hulle voorgeslag%ei4hulle oups en pa én weer
huulq, het my famielie getrou gedien vir§so¥énk;ek kan onthou'~ meer
as vyftig jaar - eers my oupa, toe'ﬁy paﬁan?ﬁyée}f.

My oorlede pe het hlerdle Kleurllnge gehelg om: hlerdie eiendom te be-
kom om hulle uudag daar deur te bring. Dleﬁgrond 18 voorsien van n

boorgat en enjin en is groot genoeg om vir bulle - bestaan te verseker.

Omdat ek m verantwoordelikheid voel teénoor hieﬂ

“ie mense sal ek dit
hoog op prys stel as u by die Mlnlsterfvan Kleurllngsake ‘om dle volgen— ’
de spesiale vergunnlng vra in ag ﬁemend dle oude&dom en omatandlghede

van die betrokke Kleurllnge- ,,g . ”‘; : t% A

_,‘3 ’
K
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

108 Fernkloof
Park Drive
PORT ELIZABETH
- 20 JULY 1976

Mr Neil Sheard
Box 205
MIDDELBURG CAPE

Dear NeiT,

re: Purchase property from disqualified persons
in Nieu-Bethesda

I acknowledge with thanks your letter of 3rd instant-as also copy
"of your letter to Regional Representative of the Dept. of Community Development.

I have discussed the matter with Mr du Preez. He has taken up a
sympathetic stance and has suggested to his-Board that your offer of R500
be accepted. '

. If the Board does not agree the matter will be referred back to me before
any final decision is taken.

Assuring you of my co-operation. -

Yours sincerely,

b e

~7- 7
W.G. Kingwill M.P.
P E CENTRAL
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GO 639
Republick van Suid-Afrika

DEPARTEMENT VAN
GEMEENSKAPSONTWIKKELING

Republic of South Africa

- DEPARTMENT OF ]
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

"PERMIT NO 002283

[Uitgereik kragtens artikel 21 van die Wet op Groepsgebiede, 1966 (Wet 36 van 1966)]
{Issued in terms of section 21 of the Group Areas Act, 1966 (Act 36 of 1966)]

5 eer T 13/4/4/1/2/4299/1
L. Hitgereik aan ABRAHAM EN CATARINA BARENDSE (KLEURLING) '

................

..........................................................................

Ten opsigte van die grond of perseel * .
In respect of the land or premises........... ERF 105 SYNDE MURRAYSTRAAT (BLANKE GROEPSGEBIED)

NIEU-BETHESDA |

........................

........

....................................

................................................................

..............................................................

(a) Doel waarvoor uitgercik - ..
Purpose for which issued......... UMTEOKKUPEERVIRRESID ENSIELE DUELEI.NRES

........................................................

.................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

....................................................................................

...........................................................................

oD o aoorwaardes  DAT DIE_ OKKUPASIE INGEVOLGE HIERDIE VERGUNNING

.....................................................................................

...........................................................

.................................................

..............................................................................................

..................................

.....................................................................................................................................

. In die geval van 'n verkryging van onroerende goed of die okkupasie van grond of ’n perseel verval hierdie permit

In the case of the acquisition of immovable property or the occupation of land or premises this permit will lapse

as die betrokke onroerende goed nie verkry of die grond of perseel nie ingevolge die permit geokkupeer word
if the immovable property concerned is not acquired or the land or premises occupied in terms of this permit

binne (6) SES maande vanaf die datum hiervan nie.
L7147 ¢ OO months from the datg hereof.
' ' DEPT. VAN GEMEENSKAPSONTWIKKELNG
DIE STREEKVERTEENWOORDIGER ek
Datumstempel PRIVAATSAKPRIVATEBAG 23913 |+ covercerncnnnn oL, o
Date stamp”~ . 1984 -08- 0 2 Gamagtigde Ulitreikingsbeampte

uthgrised Issuing Officer

6055 NORTH £ND, PORT ELIZACETH
THE REGIONAL RZHISSENTATIVE

CEPT. OF CORMUMITY GEVELOPMENT

[




GO 104

DEPARTEMENT VAN GEMEENSKAPSONTWIKKELING
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

[] STREEKVERTEENWOORDIGER/REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE
Eben DdngesgebowBuilding
- hv Hancock- en Robertstraat
Cor. Hancock and Robert Streets
Privaatsak/Private Bag X3913
Mnr. N. Sheard e PORT ELIZABETH 6056

The Valley Telefoon 0 (gecy-  Ultbreiding
Posbus 205 Telephone Extension

1 Ad - Teleks _
MIDDELBURG KAAP .'xl::lAle?ess BEWONING Telex e 24 2051-
5900

Navrae
Enquiries

U verwysing
Your reference

My verwysing
Myreference _  L/4299/7/7

13/3/1/1/4299

Meneer ‘ ‘ 1984 _08_ O 9
DIE WET OP GROEPSGEBIEDE, 1966 (WET 36- VAN 1966)

HERVESTIGING VAN ONBEVOEGDE KLEURLINGGESINNE. TE
NIEU-BETHESDA :" ISAK BARENDSE

Mej. L. du Preez / RC

Ontvangs word erken van u skrywe gedateer 9 Julie 1984 betreffende
bogenoemde aangeleentheid.

Kennis is geneem van die probleem waarmee bogemelde te kampe het. Indien daar
egter nie alternatiewe akkommodasie beskikbaar is voor die verstrykingsdatum
van die betrokke kennisgewing nie, sal uitstel aan hom op meriete verleen word
tot tyd en wyl alternatiewe akkommodasie wel aan hom  aangebied kan word, indien
hy op die voorgeskrewe wyse daarop aansoek doen. '

Die uwe




