






























































































































































































































































































































































The post-apartheid era in Nieu Bethesda 

income, most households intimated that they would not survive without the remittances 

they receive from their children living away from Nieu Bethesda. This is illustrated in the 

following case study, which is typical of many Black families in Nieu Bethesda. 

Case 5.5: Sanna and Freddie 
Sanna and her husband, Freddie, live in Kloof Street, and neither have 
permanent employment. Freddie is medically unfit for work and receives 
a pension, and Sanna is employed once a week by the owner of a 
holiday house in the village. The regular monthly income of the family is 
in the vicinity of RSOO (which varies according to whether Sanna is able 
to find odd jobs in the village). However, this meagre income is 
supplemented by regular maintenance which they receive for the two 
grandchildren who live with them and attend school in Nieu Bethesda. 

Julie, one of Sanna and Freddie's daughters, attended school in 
Bethesda until Std 5. Although she longed to continue her education, 
she was not able to do so as her family could not afford the cost of 
sending her to boarding school in Gra·aff Reinet. After leaving school, 
she stayed at home for a few years, doing odd jobs when she could get 
work, and helping her parents in the home. She then left Nieu Bethesda 
and went to Cape Town, where she started working as a nurse-aid at the 
Volks Hospitaal. She continued studying through correspondence and 
has now passed Std 8 and is a registered nurse. It is Julie's aim to 
become a nursing sister, and she is therefore continuing with her 
studies. She has a boyfriend and one child, but does not want to marry, 
as she feels that if she did so, she would have to put the interests of her 
own family before those of her parents. 

Julie sends regular remittances to her parents which vary from month to 
month, but which enable them to survive. She returns to Bethesda for a 
month every year bringing with her large quantities of food and clothing 
and other presents for her parents. Julie feels that in spite of the 
deprivation her parents have suffered, they have given their children so 
much in the way of loving nurturing and security, that she would like to 
make them her first priority for the rest of their lives. 

Sanna and Freddie have six children, all of whom have left home, and all of whom 

contribute towards their parents' living expenses, to some extent. It appears that Julie 

provides the major support to Sanna and Freddie, but as she was the only one with 

whom I was able to meet, I could not discuss the matter with her siblings. The problem 

of ascertaining to what extent individuals living away from home are contributing to the 

household is one which Spiegel (1979) mentions. He found that in such cases he had 

merely to rely. on the respective respondents' perceptions of their household's 
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boundaries, which were often related to jural rights of residence in a homestead 

(1979:50). 

Many young people, who have left Nieu Bethesda to work in urban areas, return· when 

their elderly parents become increasingly unable to care for themselves adequately, 

and their roles are then reversed. One such case is Ouma Gongo, who all her life had 

cared for her grandchildren, while their parents were earning a living in other parts of 

South Africa. Although Ouma Gongo is still remarkably active, her daughters realise 

that as she is in her nineties, she can no longer be expected to play the role of 

household head and child-minder. Dora has therefore returned to live with her mother 

and care for her during her remaining years. Ouma Gongo, who since her husband's 

death, has been the household head and ~riving force in her home, now has two 

daughters, three grandchildren and a great grandchild living with her, and is able to 

relax with the understanding that should anything happen to her, her daughters will be 

able to take care of the children and run the house. 

In' addition to the actual cash donations which children make to their parents, many 

contribute financially in other ways such as settling debts, paying for medical treatment 

if necessary, or providing essential items for the home. This was particularly true after 

the provision of electricity when few Black people could afford to purchase electrical 

appliances. During fieldwork, when questioned about how elderly people who obviously 

would not have sufficient funds to purchase appliances such as refrigerators or stoves, 

or even less expensive items such as electric kettles, had acquired such relative 

luxuries, I was invariably told that these had been supplied by children. 

Another point which became evident is that in Nieu Bethesda, the general knowledge 

and 'street wisdom' which young people acquire in urban areas, equips them with 

greater knowledge of how to act in times of crisis than their parents, who have never 

left the protected environment of Nieu Bethesda. In many instances I was told by 

elderly people in Pienaarsig that they had lost vital documents, such as identity 

documents or vital receipts, or did not know the procedure to follow in certain situations, 

but that their better-informed children had 'sorted things out' for them. The ties of being 
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'n boorling van Bethesda are hard to sever, and such ties are vital in ensuring that the 

links which connect social networks remain intact. 

From these examples, the reciprocal nature of the networks of support which exist 

between families in Pienaarsig and their kin in urban areas can be understood. Vital 

material support is provided to elderly people who would not otherwise be able to 

survive, while in tum, urban parents feel secure in the knowledge that their children are 

being cared for in the same sheltered surroundings which they had taken for granted in 

their childhood years. Many times I was told how strange it is that in order to appreciate 

Nieu Bethesda, one needs to have lived in the city and experience the insecurity of 

urban life. 

Conclusion 

It is a disconcerting fact that in spite of the promises which the ANC made before the 

general election of 1994, in Nieu Bethesda there are few visible signs of the new 

govemmenf s policy of reconstruction and development. However, there is now an 

awareness of the need to involve the entire population in any decision-making which 

will affect their future. 

In a community with minimal recreational facilities, where for centuries the population 

has been divided on racial lines, and where there are gross economic and educational 

disparities, social interaction is unlikely to take place in the near future. Similarly, 

opportunities for interaction in the workplace or in schools and universities as has 

occurred in urban areas are negligible. 

It appears that the more modem outlook which newcomers have brought to the village 

is having a marked effect on the conservative attitudes which have characterised race 

relations in the village throughout its history. Perhaps the most remarkable feature of 

the post-apartheid era is that the boundaries of many people living in the isolated 

environment of Nieu Bethesda are being extended beyond the limits of the Sneeuberg 

region. Whereas formerly, they had little conception of any world outside their own 

village, they are now beginning to realise that they are in fact role players in a national 

and international sense. 
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How do you reshape the building that has been built with 300 years 
of apartheid into a. building that is worth living in for all human 
beings? A building of justice, tolerance and a real sense of 
community (Wilson, 1994:6) 

CHAPTER SIX 

The initial aim of this study was primarily to describe the changes which have taken 

place in a village, in the period immediately following the famous announcement by 

President De Kier!< that 'apartheid is dead'. However, as it is generally accepted, the 

process of change will be a long and arduous one. As Nelson Mandela has said: 

Democracy means more than just the vote. It must be measured by the · 
quality of life of ordinary men and women, young and old, rural and 
urban. It means giving all South Africans the opportunity to share in the 
country's wealth, to contribute to its ~evelopment and improve their own 
lives (Mandela, 1994: 15) 

Although the first democratic election of 1994 was welcomed with the now well-known 

words of Archbishop Tutu, 'Free at lasf, it is indeed true that people are not freed 

merely by being able to vote. Freedom has thus far meant little for the Black residents 

of Nieu Bethesda. Even insofar as changes have emerged in the attitudes of Whites, it 

could be argued that these are of little relevance, given the continuing White exodus 

from the village. By contrast, the relative stability of the Black population merely 

emphasises the limited freedom of choice (in terms of mobility) they enjoy. A 

comparison of the economic position of Black people in Nieu Bethesda with the wealth 

which the vast areas of farming land represent fo~ the handful of White members of the 

district brings this feature further into perspective. Sandile Dikeni, who grew up in the 

Karoo and knows the deep-rooted and symbolic relationship which exists between 

people and land, declared: 

The land, the soil, the goddamn land! It is all about that, isn't it? It is 
about this dry soil, where poplar trees wither and die but still miraculously 
stay alive ... lt is an end. It is a beginning ... (Cape Times,24/07/93). 
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In large measure, both sections of the population of Nieu Bethesda still accept the right 

of Whites to own and control most of the land and resources in the village. Thus in the 

apartheid era, although stripped of their small plots of land and without any marketable 

skills, the majority of Black people in this small rural community were grateful to their 

White masters for making decisions for them in the patemalistic way they had always 

done, even when such decisions were not in their long-term interests. It does appear 

that the worldviews of people who have lived in Nieu Bethesda all their lives indicate a 

high degree of continuity and inability to change, suggesting that the ethos of 

patemalism has in fact persisted in the post-apartheid era. Insofar as this thesis has 

suggested that minimal change has taken place in Nieu Bethesda as a direct result of 

apartheid, this raises questions regarding the long-term prognosis for the village. 

Notwithstanding the absence of employment opportunities, there is still a relatively 

large Black population in Nieu Bethesda. The large proportion of elderly people in the 

village are too old or unskilled to find employment in urban areas. And, despite the 

inequalities and patemalism which pervades the thinking of Whites, the perceived 

advantages of remaining in the village have thus far ensured that many of the older 

generation of Blacks choose to remain in the place where they were bom. There is little 

indication that this trend will change in the foreseeable future. The daily face-to-face 

contact which residents have with their friends and kin, the lower level of crime, and the 

relaxed lifestyle can never be found in an urban environment, and this was frequently 

articulated by informants. For these reasons too, many people who were bom in Nieu 

Bethesda and have spent their working lives in urban areas are lured back to the place 

of their birth when they retire. 

However, with no available agricultural land, no secondary school, and no industry of 

any kind, few young people remain in the village. They leave to find work in the urban 

areas and improve their chances of upward mobility. The village has thus become a 

community characterised by an abnormally high percentage of pensioners, many of 
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whom are caring for their grandchildren, providing them with a safe environment in 

which to grow up, away from.the dangers and temptations of city life. It is likely that this 

situation will be repeated for many generations, with at least one member of the 

younger generation of families now living in Nieu Bethesda returning to the place where 

they grew up when they retire. Having had greater exposure to the changes which are 

taking place in Soutti Africa, they are unlikely to be as acquiescent and submissive as 

those who have never left the village, and are therefore likely to instil new ideas in the 

minds of those who remain. 

Residents who have left the village for economic reasons have created networks of 

support for those remaining in the village. As Mitchell (1969) argues, frequency of 

contact is not a significant criterion for the durability and intensity of relations between 

absent members of family and their kin in rural areas. Social networks, as Rogers and 

Vertovec (1995) posit, may be regarded as resources. In Nieu Bethesda this argument 

is particularly apposite, where. women are increasingly being obliged to create new 

networks of child-care and mutual assistance. 

While the attitudinal legacy of which Welsh (1994) speaks is less tangible than material 

conditions (and often more difficult to assess), this aspect of apartheid's legacy 

constitutes a formidable obstacle to change. 

Feelings of superiority, resentment and exclusion will be hard to 
overcome - systems of privilege cannot be broken down overnight. 
Apartheid's legacy will be long and enduring (Harker, 1994:18). 

As has been the case in many small towns and villages in South Africa, demography is 

a key factor in examining change. In many places where there is an overwhelming 

majority of Blacks (such as the Transkei), the majority of Whites were reluctant to 

remain with a Black government in power (Johnson, 1994). After the Tran$.kei was 

granted 'independence' in 1976, a large number of White people packed up and left. In 

other areas (such as Greyton), where Coloured people were forcibly moved from the 
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village and resettled in a nearby township, the town became repopulated with Whites 

eager to get away from the tensions of urban life {Robinson, 1983). 

Important as demography is, Connerton {1989) has argued that differences between 

village life and urban life do not only relate to space and population density. Small 

villages provide individuals with frameworks within which their memories are localised. 

In rural villages such as Nieu Bethesda, where a major exodus to the cities took place 

towards the middle of this century, it. seemed that mainly Whites with a conservative 

outlook remained in the village. It could thus be argued that those who continued living 

in the village represent a self-perpetuating pool of conservatism, resistant to any radical 

change in the status quo. 

Long and Long (1992) have argued that in the field of development, an 'actor-oriented' 

sociology of development is required, in which the research focuses on individual 

actors. Central to such an approach, is the recognition of the 'multiple realities' and 

diverse social practices of the various social actors, and the networks and discourse in 

which the actors are involved and which they reproduce. Jn order to meet the challenge 

of relating theory to practice (which is one with which sociologists are continually 

confronted). Long and Long advocate: 

..... the development of a more actor-oriented approach which builds 
upon theoretical work aimed at reconciling structure and perspectives 
(1992:4). 

Such an approach is reflected in this dissertation, which focuses to a large extent on 

the actions and views of individual actors and the networks they create and in which 

they are involved. In telling the story of the people of Nieu Bethesda, the thesis has 

recognised the multiplicity of voices which contribute to this story, and negates the 

notion of a shared set of ideas and values sanctioned by its population. 

169 



Conclusion 

In Nieu Bethesda Blacks have not been brutally treated .. in the physical sense, and 

there is a remarkable degree of goodwill between Whites and Blacks. Although I have 

not returned to Nieu Bethesda since the local elections of 1995, I have been in contact 

with several residents of the village, from both population groups, who are enthusiastic 

about the change in composition of the Town Council, which is predominantly Black. 

The Mayor, who is the {Coloured) headmaster of the Lettie de Klerk school, was born in 

Nieu Bethesda and has lived in the village for the greater part of his life. However, 

having had the opportunity to leave the village to continue his studies, he is well

educated and in touch with national and international affairs. This gives weight to the 

argument that change is likely to come from outside influences, rather than from within 

the village itself. Johnny (Case 4.6, 5.2) is now a member of the Town Council, and his 

input and ideas are, as I was told by a White resident of the village, generally 

considered to be 'of great value'. He too ·is an individual whose ideas and political 

philosophy were formed beyond the boundaries of Nieu Bethesda. 

However, the outlook for material change is less optimistic. It does not appear that any 

solution to the depressed conditions of the majority of people in Pienaarsig is likely to 

be found in the foreseeable future. With the majority of the Black population consisting 

of pensioners and children, there is little scope for major development projects which 

would significantly alter the economic situation of residents of Pienaarsig. Observation 

of the change which is taking place in the village at present would suggest that any 

future transformation of the social order is unlikely to occur through state intervention in 

the form of development projects. As Nuijten (1992:206) has argued, studies of political 

economy and of local organization in development are 'constrained by a particular 

conceptualization of the theoretical problem - and of its significance for state policy and 

political strategy'. Any material change is therefore more likely to take place as a result 

of the injection of new ideas and skills which newcomers have given the village, than as 

a result of a change in state policy. The influence of new residents who, in addition to 

broadening the worldview of the older villagers, are bringing artistic and entrepreneurial 
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skills to Nieu Bethesda, may in time help people in a limited way to realise some of their 

aspirations. 

However, until a radical restructuring of the economy takes place the material 

conditions of the residents of Pienaarsig are unlikely to change. Empowerment is what 

is needed most in Nieu Bethesda, and this will be an arduous and lengthy process. As 

Boyd (1989) says: 

Empowerment .... is a process by which people acquire real powers and 
command real resources within their locality; by that, I mean recognised 
power over material resources and recognised power institutionalised 
within the political structures. It constitutes an affirmation of confidence 
that one has the tools, the mechanisms and the resources to make 
decisions capable of solving one's own problems (Boyd, 1989:109). 

A key element . of the perpetuation of the collective memory of any group is 

communication between individuals. In a social group, where parents are forced 

through economic reasons to live away from their children, older members transmit their 

representations of the past to the younger members. The grandparents, therefore, 

more than the parents, act as mediators of the memory of the group. In Nieu Bethesda, 

where there is a high percentage of pensioners and the majority of children are cared 

for by grandparents, this may have contributed, and is likely to continue in the future, to 

the perpetuation of a conservative outlook. 

Reference has been made throughout this dissertation to the idea of Nieu Bethesda as 

a community. The geographic isolation of the village, its small population, and the fact 

that almost all· its residents have been bom and reared in the village, have produced 

strong feelings of belonging to a unique community. In spite of the material 

disadvantages of living in Nieu Bethesda, the fact of being "n boor/ing van Bethesda' 

(one bom in Bethesda) appears to create a lasting bond with all those bom there, and 

yeaming for the strong family ties and kinship bonds of a small and close-knit 

community draw people back to the place of their birth. 
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While it may appear that the democratisation of South Africa alone is unable to bring 

about radical change in the village in the immediate future, it is probable that change. 

will come about through the greater contact which Nieu Bethesda now has with the rest 
. :.·'.,i'">.1 

· of the world and through the influence which outsiders are able to exert on the original 

population. Although, as has been shown, paternalism is both persistent and 

persuasive, even in an isolated community such as Nieu Bethesda it is not static. Thus, 

as Van Onselen {1991) argues, marginalised people should not be regarded as being 

inherently submissive or incapable of changing. However submissive a group of people 

may b~ appear, there are usually a number of individuals within their ranks who, unlike 

the majority, are not prepared to accept their disadvantaged situation. This was 

demonstrated in the case studies of Johnny_ {~ases 4.6 and 5.2) and Dora (Case 5.3). 

In both cases the informants, through exposure to education and political influences 

beyond the boundaries of Nieu Bethesda, were able to present a different philosophy 

to their family and friends when they returned to the village. 

Societies create and preserve powerful images of themselves as existing over time 

(Connerton, 1989:46). This dissertation has relied on both historical reconstruction, 

based on an investigation of facts, and social memory, based on images and individual 

interpretations of events and processes. As an individual's consciousness of time is to 

a large extent an awareness of that continuity which the society creates there is, as 

Connerton (1989) points out, a need to distinguish between social memory and 

historical reconstf'l.lction. This is particularly true in a small village such as Nieu 

Bethesda, where social memory is an important factor in determining individuals' places 

in society. 

Through performance and ritual, religion is a powerful means of conveying and 

sustaining images and recollected knowledge of the past. Christianity, as Connerton 

(1989:40) argues, teaches that: 
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. .. . divine revelation has assumed a historical fonn, that God has 
intervened in the history of humanity, and that the vocation of the 
Christian is to remember and commemorate the history of that 
intervention in society (Connerton, 1989:46). 

In Nieu Bethesda, where the Church has been a major focus of activity, and where for .. 

two centuries adherence to the teachings of the Gospel has been advocated, 

Christianity has been a unifying factor and an element of continuity. For the majority of 

both the Black and White populations, membership of a church is the one aspect of 

, . their lives which is focused in the same direction. However, as the majority of the 

population have been excluded from the church around which the village was 

established, the Church has also proved to be a source of division and resentment. 

The question of how to alter the culture of dependency so prevalent in many small 

economically-deprived communities in post-apartheid South Africa is one which could 

present a challenge to social anthropologists in the future. For any development project 

to be sustainable in Nieu Bethesda, (as has been the case in many other parts of the 

country), the culture of dependency which has developed in the village over more than 

a century will need to be reversed. 

As Sharp and Boonzaier (1995) point out, the perception into which White (and indeed 

many Black) South Africans have been socialized for decades is that Black and White 

people are so inherently different that they can be categorized into mutually exclusive 

groups. In the apartheid era Whites used their political power to realize this cultural 

perception in a whole range of practical ways (1995:65). With the changes that are 

taking place following the transition to a democratic government, the false sense of 

security which paternalistic treatment had afforded Black people has been eroded. 

Similarly, the old established order, where Whites were secure in the belief that they 

could exercise complete control over Blacks, has fallen away.· In order, to bring 

meaning to their lives, people are seeking new and diverse ways to reconstruct the 

turbulent events of the past and present eras in tenns of their own individual culture 
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and experiences, which is confusing and worrying for both Blacks and Whites. This . 
presents new challenges to anthropologists and emphasises the need to broaden the 

focus of social anthropologists (Sharp and Boonzaier, 1995:64). 

Some reflections on fieldwork 

On completion of a research project of this nature, it seems appropriate that certain 

aspects of fieldwork which could be regarded as problematic be considered and 

documented. When away from the. field, one is often able to stand back from the 

subject with a certain objectivity not possible while immersed in fieldwork. 

Firstly, a strong argument can now be made_ that the timing of the research project was 

unfortunate as it commenced too soon after the announcement that apartheid was to 

be dismantled. Insufficient time has elapsed for significant changes to manifest 

themselves. It has even been difficult to discern patterns of change which might be 

extrapolated into the future. 

Secondly, when considering Nieu Bethesda both in its historical context and in the 

context of future events, the issue of interaction between Blacks and Whites has not 

been given much coverage. This is obviously related to the small number of Whites 

remaining in the village. However, I have tried to emphasise the structural conditions 

which militate against significant interaction, even after the demise of apartheid. At the 

same time, I am of the opinion that such population imbalance between White and 

Black as exists in Nieu Bethesda is probably not atypical of ratios to be found in many 

other contexts where Blacks and Whites might interact. 

The unusually small population of Nieu Bethesda also meant that individual role 

players, rather than patterns and processes (which are the normal indicator of social 

change) became the focus of research efforts. Although I recognise that it was 
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originally the small number of people in the unit of study which forced me in this . 
direction, I still feel that this emphasis is an important one which should be carried over 

to other anthropological research. Such a belief is confirmed by Long and Long (1992) 

who advocate an actor-oriented approach to the analysis of social change and 

development intervention. For example, while it can be argued that the two long case 

studies in chapter four (Cases 4.4 and 4.5) illustrate many features of life in Nieu 

Bethesda (patterns and processes), they were selected primarily to emphasise the 

uniqueness of individual experience. 

As pointed out by Featherstone (1991), actor-oriented research emphasises the need 

to look more closely at networks of communication which individuals create and utilise. 

However, in order to produce a complete study which pursued the emphasis placed on 

networks by the actor-oriented thrust of the study, it would have been necessary to 

follow people beyond the boundaries of Nieu Bethesda. Unfortunately, apart from the 

isolated cases mentioned in Chapter Four (Pieter Meyer [jnr] who I was able to visit in 

Graaff Reinet, and his sister, Mattie Cupido, who I visited in Cape Town), time and 

scope precluded this. 

In an ethnography of this nature, participant observation is generally the major method 

used to observe the village activities. However, in Nieu Bethesda, where there are so 

few opportunities for recreational activity, uncontrived participant observation often 

proved to be problematic. Thus most of the data for this thesis was obtained through 

informal interviews. It is acknowledged that participant observation, where spontaneous 

information is elicited, is preferable to interviews, where the information is obtained 

through response to specific questions. The only occasions where I was able to listen, 

rather than to ask questions, were at the Manpower courses and on the occasions 

when I gave residents of Pienaarsig lifts to Graaff Reinet. 

175 



Conclusion 

A substantial part of this dissertation relates to the past, rather than to the dynamic 

changes which are currentiy taking place. However, this can be justified in tenns of 

Touraine's argument that: 

.... it is only when a society is capable of debating its choices, of 
recognizing the complementarity of cliltural orientations common to most 
and clearly opposed social interests, that it may have . a history 
(1992:145). 

If we accept that ' ... the lucid knowledge of the interests of each [individual] detennines 

the organization of society by a cascade of rational choices and political compromises' 

(Touraine, 1992:145), an examination of the history of a society is crucial to an 

understanding of its contemporary dynamics. I am also convinced that the past does 

play a very significant part in the lives of people in Nieu Bethesda, which is 

independent of my own propensity to steer.-conversation in that direction, and I do not 

think that the theme of persistent paternalism is one which has been artificially 

constructed as a result of any fieldwork bias. 

Finally, there is the question of how applicable my observations in Nieu Bethesda may 

be to other parts of South Africa. Throughout my period of fieldwork I was reminded of 

the uniqueness of Nieu Bethesda, and of the extent to which it was atypical of other 

villages in South Africa. However, the themes of persistent paternalism and the 

importance of social networks (especially those linking remote villages with urban 

areas) might have a much broader relevance, which should be investigated elsewhere. 

I hope other researchers will take up the challenge of trying to investigate their 

relevance in other contexts, thereby adding to what is presently a very limited body of 

village-based ethnography. 
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finally decide upon all such a]Jphcati. ns. ~·''! ,·

0
[ nny kmd nt:?erccted, or whe_rb I filth or btter 

0 8. The Superintendent shall number each hul ,r-i.:< rivies uiay itin• any rubbi\\io any nmsance 
residence, and Sha.I! receive all rent payable monthly, 1 :!f:.~ person ~·~,0: pri~'Y• or con'.mih~llgh.ve b?en £~ 

. &d \"a.nee, aud pa}' same over to . th c Treasurer o[ t> . · kind or erec. i~o or places » s ot exceed mg f ~Iunicipalty. . · ·;"1 , at such P ·~·liable to a. fin\~ hard labour· or 
9. Every hut-ho 1 der or other 1·esi d c n t i u the locatlt. '. "~f.:a out, sh all , em pr isonm en t ."i · . , l 

shall .be obliged to ·satisfy the Supcrintcildc11t of 1; ' :;;';ling or 14 days i . . 

11 

duly authori~•< 
m•nner iu which he obtains his li\·ehhood. · . ; ,...ch oIT~ncc. 

1 
wful for any pers'ble times t~ en ~r · 

10. Every .adult male person domicilci with , . 15• Itsball ?e. a ·s at all reasoua 
1 

sanitary rnspe i 
registered occupier shall be bound within the firot .lh!!i ··Ir the Com~1JS•i?110 '1or the purpose ~lling who shall~~
days of c\·ery mouth to appeat· before the Superintende" · soy but or ~wellmg. r of tt hut or d'~ of the Supen t 
and obtain a Location permit, and for every ouch pemt; lloo &nd any occup~e any lawful or e~oromissioncrs ~ 
a fee of two shil]ings and sixpence sterling (2s. Gd./ sbi: brthw'~h conform a~thorized by t~e liable to a fine ti:'

0
11 

be payable to tlie Superinteudeut. The number,. · ~n?.,nt or person d elling, shall eh·s or her loca 
10 . domiciled persons to be permitted to reside iu any ''" '""" such hut or _w" or to have i . . 

hut shall be left to the discretion of the Supel'intendrn cmeding £1 sterlrno . Ith Officer, or by 
11 . .For the purpose of enabliug the Superiutendenl• ~rmit cancelled. ·t'fied by the ~.e• . authorized by 

keep •.uch register -O.S i\foresai.d, it shall be the dut~o! !G. Any pers~n ~0\~edical Practitio~~t\i any diseas~ 
· cTery rnhabitantof the Location to give to the Supcm· <>me dnly qu~hfie ·t be affected be warned t f 
tencleut such information as he may require for tb1 I ihe Commissioners, i:;ic health, ii:iay 'n a portion ~ 
ptu·posc; lind every such person who upon Leing requini obnoxious to the pu lion or to reside '.ons while s~c 

1 by the Snperintendeut so to do, shall ncglect or refuse" · llll!O>e from the lo_ca ·rved for sue~ P.er; thi~ regulat10t 
give any such information witltiu twch-e lwlltS al« ~'' locatiou tp be rese person infri.ngm ermit cancelle ' 
being "o required, shall be liabfc to. a fiue of '" cnl.cr is· in force; al{ ve his location .P 

1 

from the :town 
exceeding £2 or fourteen· days'.imprisonltlent with Ua;; 1 •hall be liable to o~e, and be remo,e< 
l&bour. · ... · · and be ordered tom · 

U. Any ·person fou~1d in the Loca:tion without sue:. lnd co nae. permit, a.s proviBea · 



:~:.~· 
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17. ·Any person found committing any act of iud t«::. 
shall be for each offence liable to a fine not ex et?1 f{f 
£~, or in default to a term o.f imprisonmem ,~h~· V 
without hard labour not exceedmg one mo:Jth. ~ ·yt;.;., 

18. Any inhabitant of tho location who shall ob·• 1,11 

the Superintendent or other officer in the executi~':· .;{i~. 
his duty, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding .£5 • · ~[~:::-.· 
exceeding one month's imprisonment with or \\'.i~~t.:· :~ff;': 
ha.rd labour. · :i: ,;;Y;::: 

•. 19~ No. shop or t.radi.ag station shall be .allo~ed witl. ;)1\-"." 
: the locat10n, except with the approval and during i ~·:::: 
·-pleasure of the Commissioners. i .':·:-.·· 

.20: ·No open ai; dan~ing or assemblies shall be alloit. ·,.~):.~ 
w1.thm the location w1t?out the consent and a.ppro~ ·:_)\~. 
berng first had. and obtarned from the Superintend@" ."=~·f:'~ 
tinder a penalty for each offender of a sum not exceedi: 1:;:~ 
10s., or not exceeding ten days' imprisonment, witli ~ ·,.:;.: 
without hard labour. · · . 

21. Any person after. having his location pern1H ™ 
celled, shn.11 be deemed a s trauger within the meaning(: -~:;, 
these rules, and be liable to· .a penalty prorided for it · · 
Section 4 hereof. ,\~:~· 
. 22. In case the fines named iu the foregoing regu~ :':·;· .. 
tions ~hn.11 not bo pa.id, it shal~ be lawful for the Residet:· 
Uagistrate, when not specially provided, to sentence thi · ·'· 
offender to imprisonment, with or without ha.rd lahoU!. '~·"··
for a, period not exceeding one month. 

23. Any person or ·persons. contrn.vening any of l~! ... 
foregoing regulatious wherein no punishment is specia~i.i 
provided for, shall upon con victiou be Jin.hie tu u. fine t! · 
not exceedi·ng £1 sterling, or to a term of imprisonmecl , .. · · 
with or without hard labour not exceeding 14 days. · . · 

24. The Native Location shall remnin on -the plm 
:l.ppointed by the Cons.istory to lbe east of the villago. 

~~~ 
~ 

• 



27 Augt.".Gtus 

Die Streekverteenwoordige1 
Dept. van Gemeenskapsontw~kke ling 
Privaatsak X3913 ' · . 
Port Elizabeth 

Meneer 
DI8 '.'iET OF GROEPSGEBIEDE, 1966: ONWETTIGE OKKUPASIE IN 

DIE BLANKS GROEPSGEBIED VAN NIEU BETHES"DA: 

ti s'krywe 8,/6/1982, het beijrekking:-
Die volgende kleurlinge woon in blanke gebied: 
Van Heerdenstraat: . 
Liesbet ~ywers met 4 kinders •••••••••••• Erf 396 
Agathastraat Erf 398 Annie Kayster en 5 kinders 

··· 399 Joey Vywers en 3 kinders 
400 J"apie Adams e.n -=2 kinders. 
401 Lettie Koopman en 3 kinders. 
4o2 Bdl Jan Jacobus (leeg) 
403 Ko;,lie V~N:rs 
404 

AppendixC 

82 

Pienaarstraat 
410 
441 

James Davida. vrou en 2 kinders. 
Bdl: Freek Swarts 
Fr~nk sw~rts en 2 kinders en 4 loseerders. 
Piet~r Barendse, vrou en 8 kinders. 

Mai--rt:i~~s* 
Martinstraa t 

Murraystraat 
Noordstraat 
Naudestraat 

460 
461 
461 
462 
462 

443 
501 

500 
499 
498 
497 

105 
109 

90 

Jammer vir vertraging. 

Die uwe 

Mieta april 5 groat en 6 kleinkinders. 
Karlien April lgroot en 2 kl~in kinders 
Oktober April vrou en 6 ki~ders 
Abraham April vrou en 1 kind. 
Koos April vrou en 5 kinders 
Preek van der Me!"IYe vrou en 2 kinders 
Andrew April vrou en 2 kinders. 
Bdl; .Fiet Meyer (Suster Alice) 
Jan Meywirr .Huurder Piet v d Merwe 3 kinders en 

2 loseerders 
Sam Jacobus Piet Jacobs vrou en 1 kind 
Leah ]rookes.(Verblyf permit) 
Jan Minnaar en 6"kinders 
Rosi~ Reid en 7 kinders 
i\~a rt ha Reid • 
A Bar~ndse en suster (Verblyf permit) 
Izak ]arendse en 2 susters. 
Abraham Jacobs vrou, seun dogter 4 kinders en 
3 kleinkinders. 
Nicolaas Jacobs, vrou en 2 kinders. 
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1 ~~n~her & ~orn 
TE:LE:FONE: l 
TE:LE:PHONE:S 

Appendix D (eight pages) 
PCSBUB I 17 
P.O. BOX 

996 & 277 TE:LE:GRAMME: I "KJRBER" 
TE:LE:GRAMS 

I 
BUNYAN BE:PTIMU6 HORN 

PROICURE:URS, NOTARISSE:. 

BCE:OE:LSE:RE:OOE:RAARS E:N 

WAARCE:E:ROE:RS 

ATTORNEYS, NCTARIE:l!I, 

AOMINl6TRATORS CF" E:6TATE:S 

ANO APPRAISE:RS 

15 October 1975 

Mr. N. Sheard 
P.O. Box 205 
MIDDELBURG K.P. 
5900 

Dear Sir 

VE:RWY61NG6/RE:FE:RE:NCE:S 

U MNR. 
YOUR MR•••••••••••••••••Hnooooonouooooooooooooouuo .. 

CNS MNR. HORN /RO 
OUR MR .................................................... . 

ESTATE LATE. J • J • BARENDS E 

KERKBTRAAT 14 CHURCH BTREET, 

GRAAFF-REINET. 
62BC. 

With further reference to this matter we enclose copy of 
a letter received from the Department of Community Develop
ment at Port Eliza?.eth which explains the position in full • 

...... . .: 

We doubt very much whether the-Department will issue a permit 
for the rel.atives of the deceased to stay on in the premises. 
You are of course at liberty to contact them at Port Elizabeth 
but from past experience we do know that they are rather strict 
and seldom issue these permits. 

To enable us to proceed with the administration of the estate 
please advise whether you,are interested in purchasing this 
property. 

Yours faithfully 
NIENAB~ 

Per: 

, .·~ 
;NS/"· 

···-

SATERDAE GESLUIT - CLOSED ON SATURDAYS 



• < 

', : k 
The Valley 

·. Posbus 205 

Middelburg 
K.P. 
5900 

, 23 Oktober 1.97.5 ,., __ 

Mnr~· P •. F. de Klerk 
waterval · I ·, 

·Graaf .f' Rednet 

Geagt·e. He.er 
. . . ' 

Tans. W?On· daar op die ?-orp Nieu Beth~15:da op e'r:r nos. 105_, 109,. 110 en 
. 111 ·, "wat: in die Blanke groepsgebied· val, Kleurlinge .wat nou kennis 

" .,. ' . .. . . 

gekry het vandie·Departement Gemeenskapsbou· om die eiendomme te ver-
. ' v . 

· koop aan Blankes •. · 

D~13 , Kleurlinge wat daar woon ) .. s Isak Barem;~e, ongetr~:ud_, godsdi..~~s

tig ~n ongeveer 63 jaar oud; Abraham Barendse, ook ?..ngetroud en onge
veer 50 jaaroud en Abraham se ma wa.t ongeveer 80 ·jaar oud. is en 

' • • ! •. · ,·1 .· ,,. . 
totaal_blind~ Dan is daar ook twee ongetrQude'Susters van Abraham wat 
oak om en by 4-5 ja,a;r cud is. · : ... 

' Al hierdie Kleurl~nge en hulle voorgesla.gte , •. hulle oupa en pa e·n weer 
huul~, het my famielie getrou gedien virisoltink: ek kan onthou·- meer . . . : . . ~ : . 

as vyftig jaar - eers my oupa, toe ·'my pa. 1 en ii myself'. 
" . ; " . i• ' .. 

·' . . 
. :·, ift . 

My oorlede pa hethierdie Kleurlinge gehelpf om·hierdie eiendom te be-
kom om hulle o.ud~g daar deur te bring. Die(){:~:po~d i:s· voorsien van.·'n 
boorgat en enjin' en is groat genoeg om vir' ·1iu1J;.e 'n · bestaan te vers&lter. 

. ·. d ·A- \ \" ·• .. . . 
Omdat ek 'n verantwoordelikheid voel ,;e~~oor ihie~te mense sal .. 7k di t 
hoog op pr;ys stel as u by die Mini.st·er,rvan Fjleurl:ingsake· om die volgen
de spesiale vergunning vra in ag 'ii~me:dd die ,f oud~~a:om en omstanClighede 

~ I . } . " 
van die betrokke Kleurli?-ge: . , ;, ·'.._,J7 

\ :· .. :;. . ; 
;. I ,"f~ 

.·./ 

/ "~·-.. 
!! '"".J., , 

'• ... 
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Mr Neil Sheard 
Box 205 
MIDDELBURG CAPE 

Dear Neil, 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

108 Fern kl oaf 
Park Drive 

PORT ELIZABETH 
- -- 20 JULY 1976 

re: Purchase proper.ti from dis qua 1 ified persons 
in Nieu-Bethesda 

I acknowledge with thanks your letter of 3rd instant·as also copy 
·of your letter to Regional Representative of the Dept. of Community Development. 

I have discussed the matter with Mr du Preez. He has taken up a 
sympathetic stance and has suggested to his··Board that your offer of R500 
be accepted. 

If the Board does not agree the matter will be referred back to me before 
any final decision is taken. 

Assuring you of my co-operation. · 

Yours sincerely, 

W.G. Kingwill M.P. 
P E CENTRAL 



.· .. ;...:.·--~--·-·. ·-- --:. .. :----..:.....--~ . ..; .... .._: . 
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Rcpublick van Suid-Afrika 

DEPARTEMENT VAN 
GEMEENSKAPSONTWIK.KELING 

Republic or South Africa 
DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENf 

GO 639 

PERMIT N? 002283 ·-·- ' 

[Uitgereik kragtens artikel 21 van die Wet op Groepsgebiede, 1966 (Wet 36 van 1966)] 
[Issued in terms of section 21 of the Group Areas Act, 1966 (Act 36 of 1966)] 

L~r No. 13/4/4/1/2/4299/1 Ftle No ............................................ . 
1. Uitgereik aan ABRAHAM EN CATARINA BARENDSE (KLEURLING) . 

· Issued to ................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

' .......................................................................................................... "; ........................................................................................................................................................................ .. 
............................................................................................................................................................................................................. ~ ........... , ...................................... . 

2. Ten opsigte van die grond of .eerseel . ERF 105 SYNDE· MURRAYSTRAA T (BLANKE GROEPSGEB IED) 
In respect of the land or premises ...................................................................................................................................... .. 

NI EU-BETHESDA ....................................................... ~ ..... ~ .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

3. (a) Doel waarvoor _uit&ercik . OM TE OKKUPEER VIR RESIDENSielE DOELEINDES 
Purpose for which issued ................................................................................................................................................. . 

....................................... ~ ............................................................................................................................................................................ , .. ~ ....................................................... .. 

(b) On~erworpe aan di~ .voorwaardes DAT DIE OKKUPASIE INGEVOLGE HIERDIE VERGUNNING 
Subject to the conditions ................................................................................................................................................. . 

................. rn.IB.~Kf?.f..8.R ... X~ ... .l~!L~NJ.G.E ... IY.O. ... N/t.~.Q~.O.P..UNKE ... Y.P...N ... O.l£ .. tllNlS.IE.R ...................................... . 

.. .... ..... ........... •• r ... • •• • .................... • • ...................... • ......... • •• .... •• • • • ........ """" • • ................ • ......... • • ...... • •" • ..... • • ....................................... " .. " •• ....... • ..... •• • • ••• •• ................... •••••• •• • • • • ....... •·••••• 

4. In die geval van 'n verkryging van onroerende goed of die okkupasie van grond of 'n perseel verval hierdie permit 
In the case of the acquisition of immovable property qr the occupation of land or premises thls permit will lapse 
as die betrokke onroerende goed nie verkry of die grond of perseel nie ingevolge die permit geokkupeer word 
if the immovable property concerned is not acquired or the land or premises occupied in terms of- this permit 
binne ( 6) SES maande vanaf die datum hiervan nie • 

.............. months from the d!:lt"' ..,..,, "' within.................................... of. 

Datumstempel 
Date stamp-

DEPT.V~GEMEENSKAP~ 

DIE STREEKVERT::EN'NOOhOIGEA 
PRIVAATS;M!PRll/ATE ~ ~~913 

1984. -08- 0 2 
0056 NORTH !ZNO. PC~T ELtZAeETH 
me REGION1\L R'.:.l"l ~C:SCl-IT A TIVf:'. . 

DEPT. OF COMMIJNITY DEVELOP~.-IENT . 

· ..... 
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• 

DEPARTEMENT VAN GEMEENSKAPSONTWIKKELING 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

GO 104 

• STREEKVERTEENWOOROIGER/REGIONAL REPRESENI'ATIVE 
Eben DOngesgebou113ulldlng 

Mnr. N. Sheard 
The Valley 
Posbus 205 
MIDDELBURG KAAP 
59.00 

Meneer 

• 

h/v Hancock- en Robenstraat 
Cor. Hancock and Roben Streets 
Privaatsak/Private Bag X3913 
PORT EI.I.ZABE1H 6056 

Telefoon 
Telephone 041

_
546611 

Ultbreiding 
Extension 

Te!Adres 
Tel Address 

BEWONING Teleks :JllQjll( 24-2051 
Telex 

Navrae 
Enquiries Mej. L. du Preez I RC 

Uverwysing 
Your reference 
My verwysing 
My reference _ L/4299/7 /7 

13/3/1/1/4299 

1984 -08- 0 9 
DIE WET OP GROEPSGEBIEDE, 1966 (WET 36~VAN 1966) 
HERVESTIGING VAN ONBEVOEGDE KLEURLINGGESINNE.TE 
NIEU-BETHESDA :· ISAK BARENDSE 

Ontvangs word erken van u skrywe gedateer 9 Julie 1984 betreffende 
bogenoemde aangeleentheid. 

Kennis is geneem van die probleem waarmee bogemelde te kampe het. Indien daar 
egter nie alternatiewe akkommodasie beskikbaar is voor die verstrykingsdatum 
van die betrokke kennisgewing nie, sal uitstel aan horn op meriete verleen word 
tot tyd en wyl alternatiewe akkommodasie wel aan horn aangebied kan word, indien 
hy op die voorgeskrewe wyse daarop aansoek doen. 

Die uwe 

IGER 


