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ABBREVIATIONS 

UDF - Union Defence Force 

HMC - The Historical Monuments Commission 

NMC - The National Monuments Council 

PWD - The Public Works Department 

SADF - The South African Defence Force 

Figure 1 An aerial view of the Castle, Cape 
Town 

Figure 1: Ras, A. Die Kasteel en ander Vroee Kaapse 
Vestingwerke, 1962-1713 (Cape Town, 1959) p.95 
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INTRODUCTION 

Public history as a distinct discipline emerged in America in the 

1970s and by the 1980s a Committee and Council had been 

established aimed at promoting historical studies, broadening 

historical knowledge among the general public and opening up 

opportunities for historians to work in the private sector, 

rather than as purely academic historians. 2 The discipline is 

broken up into a variety of aspects: archival administration, 

museology, publishing and editing, historic preservation, 

business history and the media. 3 

Historic preservation is an important aspect both in the 

genre of public history broadly and in South Africa today where 

the new government of the ANC views the historical buildings in 

Cape Town as elitist and portraying a narrowly white, 

ethnocentric view of heritage. 4 This makes the arena of public 

history one in which much ongoing debate can be found around the 

various Historical Monuments in Cape Town. 

The Castle is a crucial example, being the first building 

in South Africa and strongly linked with colonialism through its 

history and present use by the army. It has been the centre of 

much debate and controversy recently with the Castle Management 

Act being passed in 1993, showing the extent of the debate which 

extended to parliament. It was decided to study this site and 

evaluate the background to the debates, considering how new, or 

not the debates are, and discuss the images of the Castle 

presented to the public over the last century. The conflicting 

perceptions of the Castle over, for example its restoration will 

also be considered. 

Further, as an historical discussion, it will not be focused 

2 Leffler, P.K. and Brent, J, Public and Academic History -
A Philosophy and Paradigm (Florida, 1990), p.20 

3 

4 

ibid p.25 

Taylor, C. "Bared Roots'' Leadership SA 11:3 (1992) p.16 
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on the physical building, as such, as an architecturally 

orientated discussion would be, but rather the focus will be on 

the symbolism present in the building, the way the Castle is 

portrayed in tourist guides and school textbooks, and the 

response to key debates such as the restoration of the Castle and 

the presence of an army headquarters in an historical monument 

by the public as shown in newspaper articles and editorial 

letters. 

This discussion will begin with a legislative overview of 

the Castle and lead into a discussion on the key debates as seen 

in newspaper articles over the last 70 years. At the same time 

a history of the restoration of the Castle will be outlined. The 

restoration itself will be the subject of the following chapter 

where issues surrounding the conservation of historical buildings 

in general as well as specific issues surrounding the restoration 

of the Castle will be considered. Lastly an analysis of the 

tourist-orientated literature and school-textbooks, influential 

in forming the broader public's perception of the Castle will be 

carried out. 

A variety of sources were consulted for these discussions. 

For the overview of the debates surrounding the Castle over the 

last 70 years, a series of newspapers articles and files in the 

National Monuments Council (NMC) archival collection were 

consulted. Both have peculiarities which need to be considered 

during the discussions for which they were used them. The 

newspaper articles were used to discover what issues surrounding 

the Castle were under debate at various stages of this century. 

While they offered a useful insight into what concerned the 

public it is important to remember that newspaper articles and 

editorials are written by journalists and those members of the 

public who are in the habit of writing for newspapers. Those 

people are not in the majority and it is likely that opinions and 

debates existed way beyond those accessible through newspapers, 

in private homes and among people who did not express their views 

through newspapers. Although they thus reflect only a percentage 
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of the views held on the Castle they highlighted the significant 

debates in those periods. The main source for the articles was 

the Macmillan Collection in the African Studies Library at UCT. 

This resource presented some problems which are reflected in the 

referencing of individual articles: namely, that no page 

references were left on the cut-out articles and in some cases 

the name of the paper in which the article appeared was not 

written on the extract, or, as in a few cases, the date had also 

been cut off. The second source for newspaper clippings, as well 

as the other major source for the information for this section 

was the NMC archival files on the Castle. The clippings in these 

were painstakingly well referenced and preserved. The further 

information in these files consisted of private correspondence, 

largely between the Public Works Department (PWD), the Secretary 

for the Interior, the Historical Monuments Council (later the 

NMC) and members of the South African Defence Force stationed at 

the Castle. As these were private and unpublished, It was not 

possible for me to read the letters closely or reference any 

specific correspondence. As a result the references for the 

information in those files appears vague and undirective, with 

reference made only to which of the five files the information 

is in. It was only by concession that I have been allowed to use 

the material in the way that I have. As far as possible the 

debates found in that correspondence and issues raised have been 

found in and referenced to more accessible material. Further, 

access to the latest file, from 1978 up until the present was 

denied due to the 'sensitive nature of the debates presently 

surrounding the Castle'. (A striking example of the position of 

the debates surrounding the Castle). While this makes these 

references quite inaccessible the files hold a vast amount of 

information and correspondence and were vital in clarifying and 

pointing to certain debates to focus on and look for in the other 

material. The literature used for the discussion on the tourist

orientated material and the study of textbooks will largely be 

dealt with in that section as the nature of the two sources is 

6 
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integral to discussions in that chapter. The far-range 

parameters of the material studied and the specific nature of 

each source needs to be considered as they are used throughout 

these discussions. 

The aim of this thesis is to give a background and a context 

to the study of the debates presently surrounding the Castle 

through a study of the literature and opinions expressed through 

newspapers in the last century. The scope of this discussion 

does not cover visitor surveys and studies of non-visitor views 

on the Castle. When these studies are made in preparation for 

recommendations for the future uses of the Castle, the background 

of these debates and the legal and social history of the Castle 

in this century will need to be considered if the suggestions are 

to be based on firm ground. 

7 



CHAPTER ONE 

An overview of the Legislation and debates surrounding the 

Castle in the last 70 years. 

1.1: Government 

The legal position of the Castle and the power the 

monuments' s commissions has had in the administration of the 

Castle over its occupants, the SADF, have both been affected by 

a series of legislation passed in the last 70 yrs. 

Cape Colonial law in the nineteenth century stated that 

every piece of ground in the Colony required a registered owner 

(as it still does today). 1 The piece of ground which was one of 

the first seized and settled in the Cape was overlooked and thus, 

no legislation pertaining to the Castle or the piece of land it 

is on exists prior to 1840 when the oversight was redressed by 

the British Governor, Major-General Sir George Thomas Napier. 

On March 23 1840, the Crown granted the title to the Royal 

Artillery. 2 Since 1806, the building had been in use solely by 

the military after the governor's residence was moved to 

Tuynhuis. 3 During World War I, the South African troops 

occupied to Castle to free up the British Soldiers for combat in 

Europe and the building and land were officially handed over to 

the Union Defence Force with Act 33 of 1922 which legally made 

the Castle property of the Union Government. 4 

A series of acts have been passed since 1922 pertaining to 

natural and historical monuments, although it was only in 1936 

1 Rosenthal, E. 300 Years of the Castle at Cape Town (Cape 
Town , 19 6 6 ) p . 71 

2 ibid p.71 

3 James-Smith, P. and Grogan, T. Het Kasteel De Goede Hoop 
(Pamphlet issued at the Castle, 1984) pp.6-7 

4 

Part I: 
NMC Archival Collection: 

Aug 1926-1946" 

8 

File 4/k/kaa/1, "The Castle, 



L 

that the first set of monuments were legally declared. These 

pieces of legislation, though not directly aimed at the Castle, 

affected it in many areas, such as the possibility of carrying 

out restoration work on it, the availability of funding and the 

regulations surrounding its use. 

Act No 6 of 1923 was the first such relevant act. 5 It 

provided for the setting up a commission to be known as the 

Commission for the Preservation of Natural and Historical 

Monuments of the Union, or commonly the Historical Monuments 

Commission (HMC). The HMC was allowed to make a register of all 

monuments it considered ought to be preserved and was given 

limited powers to act as trustee for such sites provided 

voluntary agreement was met with owner of the site or the 

government. The establishing of a group specifically focused on 

monuments was an important step. However, the HMC lacked any 

real powers and little came of it in the following years. Much 

correspondence ensued between the Town Clerk, the HMC and the 

Department of Defence relating to a number of small developments 

and demolitions at the Castle, and while all the formalities were 

followed, it appears from the correspondence that the Department 

of Defence carried out, for example, the building of an ordinance 

store in 1926 against strong objections from the HMC, who lacked 

any real legal backing as the Castle had not been declared a 

National Monument by an act of parliament. 6 

The Natural and Historical Monuments, Relics and Antiques 

Act, No 4 of 1934 proved to be a very important step in the 

history of the Castle as an historical monument as it led 

directly to its declaration as such. The HMC was to continue 

under the same name by this act, but, firstly although its 

members were not paid by the government, they could receive 

5 Prior to 1923, there was the Bushman Relics Protection 
Act, no 22 of 1911, but it lacks relevance to the Castle 
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renumeration from the funds of the HMC and the commission 

received permission to employ personnel if their funds were 

sufficient. 7 Secondly, a provision was made for a legal 

declaration of a site as an historical monument at the suggestion 

of the HMC and discretion of the Minister and the commission was 

given increased powers to preserve, repair and restore monuments. 

In keeping with section 8 of the 1934 act which allowed for 

the legal declaration of a site as an historical monument, the 

HMC submitted a list of 22 proposed monuments to the Secretary 

of the Interior, along with the necessary objections from the 

owners of the sites. The Department of Defence submitted a 

series of objections to the Castle being declared an historical 

monument centred around the effect it would have on the operation 

of a military base. 8 Of the 22, 17 were approved country wide. 

In the Western Cape these included: The Castle, Groot 

Constantia, The Old Locomotive, The Herschel Monument, Eastern 

Battery and Blockhouse, Van Riebeeck' s Hedge and Martin Mel ck 

House. 9 Overwhelmingly, the chosen sites reflect the Dutch 

settlement at the Cape, and especially the Dutch officials. Out 

of those that don't, the Old Locomotive can be as a symbol of the 

"romantic past", and the Herschel Monument was the residence of 

a wealthy British astronomer. 10 The Martin Melck House, though 

belonging to a Burgher, belonged to the wealthiest burger who 

developed a large piece of land and of whom no record exists of 

trouble-making like the other wealthy Burghers such as Henning 

7 Funds were acquired through grants, donations, fees and 
annual subscriptions 

8 "The Castle Part I: Aug 1926-1946" 

9 "Lists of Declared National Monuments" 

10 Oberholster, J. The Historical Monuments of South Africa 
(Cape Town, 1972) p.6, 48 

10 



Husing or Adam Tas. 11 The sites choses appear to reflect a view 

of heritage of the successful men who built and developed the 

Cape, a colonial success story. 

In the listing of National Monuments, the Monuments do not 

appear listed alphabetically and yet the Castle is listed first. 

It thus enjoys the position of being the first National Monument 

to be declared in South Africa, a position held not by its place 

in the alphabet, but presumably as the oldest building in South 

Africa. Overholster's listing of the Historical Monuments of 

South Africa begins with the Castle and Cape Monuments spreading 

outwards from the tip of the continent in his listings. This 

illustrates the view of Cape Town as 'the Mother City' with the 

rest of South Africa developing late, with the Castle as the 

first and pivotal building in this process. 12 

From 1936 onwards, then the Castle fell under the protection 

of the HMC which meant that the written consent of the commission 

was required before it could be in any way altered or any part 

of it relocated, damaged or destroyed. This theoretically 

curtailed the power of the Defence Department substantially. The 

amendment of the 1934 Act (Act No 9 of 1937) further increased 

the powers of the HMC in its ability to take control of a 

Monument that was ill-administered by its owner or local 

authority and increased control over the regulating of access of 

the public and fixing of entrance fees. However, the Amendment 

Act also increased the power of the Minister over the Commission 

in terms of designating boundaries of sites. Further, as 

correspondence from this period shows, the Defence Department 

continued to adapt the building to suit its purpose, especially 

during war time and the Minister failed to support the HMC in its 

objections. For example, outhouses, stores and enclosures were 

built in the face of objections from the Commission and even 

11 

12 

ibid p.101 

ibid p.2 
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limited reconstruction which took place in the 1930s and 1940s 

relied little on approval from the Commission. 13 There appears 

to have been a clash between the Castle as an historical monument 

and the reality of its use as an army base. These were precisely 

the reasons under which the Defence Department had objected to 

-its declaration and has resulted in a debate around this 

dichotomy which continues today. 

Another amendment was past in 1967 (Act No 13 of 1967) which 

further restricted the HMC's power to deal with its own property 

or property it held in trusteeship without consent of the 

Minister. The Castle's 30 years as a National Monument had 

availed little in terms of its protection and restoratio~. 

---- By 1969 it had become clear that a co-ordination and further 

amendment of the acts was necessary and The National Monuments 

Act no 28 of 1969 was passed. The HMC was disbanded and 

recreated as the National Monuments Council (NMC). The NMC was 

given power to establish committees and appoint members for such 

committees from outside the Council thereby increasing the number 

of people working in the field. Further and most importantly to 

the Castle, under section 5. (1) (f) the Council was given power: 

"to preserve, repair or restore anything declared or 
provisionally declared under this Act to be a national 
monument, if it is under the control of the council or 

if the owner consents thereto; "14 

As a result, the restoration work at the Castle which the members 

of the HMC had been asking for since the end of WW2 was finally 

begun. 15 The Council still required the consent from the 

13 "The Castle Part I: Aug 1926-1946" 
"The Castle Cape Town Part II: Feb 1945-Feb 1950" 

14 

of 1969 
Section 5 (1) (f) of the National Monuments Act, No 28 

15 "The Castle May Regain its Old Glory", The Cape Times, 
30/08/1947 
NMC Archival Collection: File 4/k/kaa/1, "The Castle, Cape Town 
Part II: Feb 1945-50" 

12 



Minister of the Interior, however and all financial transactions 

similarly had to be approved by the minister. 

The 19 6 9 act has undergone a further 9 amendments, the 

latest being Act 25 of 1991. The two amendments which affect the 

Castle, however, are, Act 35 of 1979 and Act 11 of 1986. Under 

these amendments, the NMC' s powers were defined more 

specifically: 

"The object of the council shall be to preserve and 
protect the historical and cultural heritage, to 
encourage and to promote the preservation and 
protection of that heritage, and to co-ordinate all 
activities in connection with monuments and cultural 
treasures in order that monuments and cultural 
treasures will be retained as tokens of the rast and 
may serve as an inspiration for the future." 1 

Although not a definition in terms of practically increasing the 

power of the Council, such a definition of the role of the NMC 

had previously been lacking. The two amendments further secured 

more financial support for the commission and its projects. The 

1991 Amendment Act (Act 25 of 1991), further extended the 

autonomy of the NMC, especially in the area of salary 

payments. 17 

The increasing power given to the HMC and its successor, the 

NMC played a vital role in ensuring the restoration of the 

Castle. 

The final piece of legislation which deeply affects the 

Castle is Act No 207 of 1993: Castle Management Act. The 

establishment of a Castle Management Board shows the extent to 

which the management of the Castle had become an issue by 1993. 

Although the act allows for a decreasing of army presence and 

eventually sale of the Castle to the board, the board comprises 

of a large number of military personal and does not give the NMC 

much opportunity to lessen the army's role at its own will. 

16 Section 2A Object of the Council, National Monument Act 
28 of 1969 as amended by Act 35 of 1979 and Act 11 of 1986 

17 The National Monuments Amendment Act No 25 of 1991 

13 



1.2: MEDIA 

The response of the public to issued such as the army's role 

at the Castle can be seen in newspaper articles and editorials 

published since 1920. Insight into the responses of those in 

more powerful, decision making structures are found in the 

correspondence between the various groups recorded in the NMC 

archival collection on the Castle. 

The issue of the army's role at the Castle is one which has 

been debated since the 1920s. As has been seen, the Castle 

exists neither as a normal Command base, nor as a normal 

historical monument, enjoying the benefits of protection from the 

appropriate commission or council. The debate over the presence 

of armed forces in an historical monument has been a subject of 

newspaper articles for over 70 yrs. 

When the Imperial forces evacuated the Castle in 1922, a 

committee was set up to evaluate possible uses for the Castle, 

which now fell under the Union Government. The decision that was 

reached was that: 

"It is completely in accord with the status, dignity 
and tradition of the Cape Castle that it should be the 
central stronghold of the defence of the Cape 
Peninsula garrison and there is no objection to its 
use for the military and naval services of the Union 
of South Africa. 1118 

The decisions also include the access of the public to the Castle 

as well as the need to restore the Castle "so as to exhibit the 

historical interests it enfolds." In 1922, then, there were 

already suggestions being made that the Defence Force should not 

occupy the Castle, and issues of restoring the Castle were 

already being discussed. 

In the years preceding the declaration of the Castle as a 

national monument, correspondence between the Department of 

Defence, the HMC and the Public Works Department and newspaper 

18 

Mentz", 
"Castle as War Museum - Public Spirited Action of Col. 

The Cape Times, 31/05/1922 

14 



articles show that the situation remained fairly constant, with 

the Defence Department requesting permission to carry out small 

building projects and invariable proceeding without overt 

permission. 19 There is little direct challenge to be found to 

the presence of the army at the Castle. 

With the declaration in 1936, correspondence shows far more 

detailed submission of requests by the Defence Force in terms of 

structural changes to the building, although again, even 

restoration work which is carried out are first submitted to the 

HMC, more as a formality than through any real power that the 

Commission had, as can be seen from the commission's objection 

to certain alterations made to the Kat by the Department of 

Defence in 1937, which were affected any way.~ 

World War II saw a substantial increase in army activity in 

the Castle and the HMC lost most of its power as the war took 

precedence. As of 4 August, 1944, based at the Castle were the 

following uni ts: Cape Fortress Headquarters; Union Defence 

Experimental Station Intercom; Women;s Auxiliary Army Services 

Headquarters; Combined Operations; 1 Heavy Battery; SA Corps of 

Signal; DCRE; Air Force Liaison Officer; Cape Peninsula Rifles 

Guards; Military Police Corps; Trigonometrical Survey; Pigeon 

Services Headquarters; Recruiting Huts; Red Cross Society; Dental 

Clinic Medical Huts; South African Women's Auxiliary Services; 

Staff Officer Cadets and the RAF Police. 21 Objections from the 

HMC were met with the reply that these were temporary conditions, 

and indeed after the war most of the extra personnel were removed 

19 

Part I: 

20 

NMC Archival Collection: File 4/k/kaa/1 "The Castle 
Aug 1926-1946" 

ibid 

21 Bissett, Cdrm W. M. "The Union Defence Forces' Buildings 
of Cape Town During the Second World War 1939-45" Militaria 18: 1 
(1988) p.53 
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from the Castle and renovations of the rooms used began. 22 

It is in 1945, just after the end of the war, that the first 

direct suggestion that the army should vacate the Castle is 

encountered. Lieut-Colonel C. Graham Botha, a member of the HMC, 

was quoted as saying that: 

"The ultimate idea, in fact, was to turn the whole 
building into a museum. It was not, however, the 
policy of the commission to attempt to oust occupants 

of historical buildings. "23 

In 1946, Professor M.R. Drennan of Cape Town University stated 

outright that the "U.D.F. should find new headquarters and leave 

the Castle" . 24 

Discussions on proposed restoration schemes were also 

appearing at this stage and linked directly with the army 

occupation there is much appearing in newspapers on the removal 

of war-time buildings such as ordinance stores, and the feeling 

is that if the army will not move their buildings, that they 

should leave altogether.a 

A further factor which was affecting both debates on the 

presence of the army and of restoration to take place is the 

ongoing 'Foreshore Scheme Debate'. Since 1940, there had been 
'-·-

two opposing plans for the proposed development of the Foreshore, 

that of the Railway Administration which included the Railway 

--Station in its present site, with lines narrowly missing the 

Castle and the City Council's plan which included a spacious 
-

"civic and cultural area" on the parade ground, with a Railway 

22 

Part I: 
NMC Archival Collection: 
Aug 1926-1946" 

File 4/k/kaa/1, "The Castle 

~ "Castles War Role Ending - Old Relics Coming Back", no 
newspaper name given, 6/10/1945 

24 ""R 24/09/1946 estoration of Castle Suggested" , The Cape Times, 

a "The Castle May Regain its Old Glory'', The Cape Times, 
30/08/1947 

16 



station at the foot of the Gardens. 26 The Railway 

Administration Plan threatened the Castle, not only in terms of 

requiring a piece of the Castle land which was eventually 

granted, but in terms of an open space around which affected the 

approaching view of the Castle. 27 The scheme remained a 

vigourous debate throughout the War and into the late 1940s when 

the Railway Scheme was approved. The debate illustrates the 

desire in the 1940s to preserve the Castle, not only in its 

building but in its approach and in its occupation. The articles 

on proposed restoration scheme increased at this point again. 28 

The year 1952 was an important one in the history of the 

Castle as it contained the 300th anniversary of Van Riebeeck's 

landing at the Cape, which resulted in celebrations at the 

Castle. The newspaper articles focus on the display of William 

Fehr's collection of Africana to be housed at the Castle during 

the Van Riebeeck celebrations. It was to be the first museum

type display at the Castle. 29 The HMC correspondence at this 

time display a strong desire on the commission's behalf for the 

army to evacuate the Castle entirely and allow it to be used as 

a museum. 30 

Following on from the celebration, the newspaper articles 

26 "The Foreshore Deadlock", The Argus, 29/09/1943 
"The Cape Town Castle", The Argus, 11/02/1944 
"Foreshore Scheme Deadlock", The Cape Times, 23\02\1944 
"Cape Town Foreshore Dispute", The Star, 27/02/1946 

27 

Part I: 
NMC Archival Collection: 
Aug 1926-1946" 

File 4/k/kaa/1 "The Castle 

~ "The Castle May Regain its Old Glory", The Cape Times, 
30\08\1947 

29 "Kasteel 
27/02/1952 

"Historical 
30/04/1952 

as 'n 

Museum 

Tuiste 

for The 

van Africana", 

Castle", The 

Die 

Cape 

Burger, 

Times, 

30 NMC Archival Collection: File 4/k/kaa/1, "The Castle 
Cape Town Part III: Feb 1950-June 1960" 

17 



tell us that the display cases from the William Fehr collection 

were to be used to house a Military Museum and although it took 

a long time to get off the ground, the Military Museum was the 

first permanent museum to be planned at 

finally opened by the Commandant-General 

R.C. Hiemstra on 25 Nov 1966. 2 

the Castle. 31 It was 

of the SADF, General 

These beginnings of museum displays in the 1950s led to a 

set of newspaper articles on a 'Tower of London' idea for the 

Castle where suggestions were made to turn the Castle into a 

permanent museum and venue for State occasions. 33 Professor C. 

van Riet Lowe, secretary of the HMC, came out very strongly in 

support of the idea and further added that the Castle could not 

be recognised as an International Historical Monument and be thus 

afforded a measure of protection in war-time if it was occupied 

by armed troops. 34 Another example of an attempt to remove the 

army from the Castle. 

The early 1960s saw the presentation of the "son et Lumiere" 

production at the Castle, a production of sound and light, 

depicting the history of the Castle in a most romantic 

fashion. 35 The history of the Castle and especially its 

occupation by Dutch administration was portrayed as the height 

31 "Historical Museum for the Castle", The Cape Times, 
30/04/1952 

"Castle to House Historical Military Museum", The Cape 
Times, 28/09/1954 

32 Military and Maritime Museums at the Castle of Good 
Hope, Cape Town 

33 "Militere Moet Kasteel Ontruim, 
Burger, 19/10/1954 

"'Tower of Cape Town' Plan for 
20/10/1954 

"Cape Castle as Union's 'Tower of 
20/10/1954 

34 ibid 

Se Professor", Die 

Castle", The Argus, 

London' " , The Star, 

35 The Red Cross Society, "The Castle of Good Hope A Son et 
Lumiere Production" ( Cape Town, 19 6 6) 

18 



of the Cape's history. It also saw the State purchasing the 

William Fehr collection and setting up the Collection at the 

Castle, and it remains today, as a lone collection in a large, 

defence force dominated building.~ Along with the 300 

anniversary of the Castle in 1966 and the publicity it generated, 

debates concerning the Army as well as continued pleas for 

restoration work continued. 

A new debate entered the arena of the newspapers and 

correspondence in the late 1960s. A movement was started to 

"Give Teeth to the Cape Castle" and involved restoring old cannon 

and placing them on the ramparts of the Castle. 37 The debate 

drew a fair amount of newspaper space and much correspondence, 

spanning from 1964 until approximately 1968. The articles 

focused on the idea that the Castle appeared 'bare' without any 

armament and that old cannon should be resurrected and placed 

along the ramparts to increase the defensive look of the Castle. 

The remaining articles devote a large amount of space to the 

dubious and fanciful topic of the ghosts of the Castle, and 

despite the beginnings of an enormous restoration project at the 

Castle in 1969, the newspaper articles remained turned towards 

ghosts and various paintings to be houses in the Castle. It is 

only in correspondence in the NMC Files that the restoration 

plays an enormous role, in letters, proposals, suggestions and 

refusals. 

The 1979 celebration of the 300th anniversary of the Castle 

36 "The William Fehr Collection, the Castle Cape Town" 
(brochure issued by The Castle, Cape Town) 

37 "Give Teeth to the Cape Castle", The Argus, 20/11/1964 
"Cannon for Castle Ramparts", The Cape Times, 6/10/1965 
"No Shortage of Those Old Cannons", The Argus, 6/10/1965 
"Kasteel Kry Weer Sy 'Tande'", Die Burger, 19/11/1966 
"'Squeeze'", The Cape Times, 16/09/1967 
"Guns Will Appear on Ramparts of C.T. Castle", The Argus, 

17/09/1967 
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occupies the remaining space in the 1970s. 38 Interestingly, the 

issue of the presence of the army at the Castle does not feature 

at all in the Newspaper articles during the 1980s and access to 

the NMC files for those years is denied, and so it appears that 

the issued has disappeared. The articles on the restoration 

process depict the army and the teams of restorers working 

together and in a content and neighbourly fashion. The debate, 

however, could not have been dormant if it is considered that an 

act was past on 1993 to reconstitute the management of the 

Castle. It is not possible that agitation over the issue only 

began again in August of 1993, when the first newspaper article 

in 15 years on the matter appears. The lack of evidence in 

newspaper articles and the lack of access to correspondence of 

that time suggest not the lack of debate but rather the 

increasingly sensitive nature of a debate surrounding the 

proposal to remove the traditional occupants of the Castle 

elsewhere to make way for museums. 

Gawie Fagan, the architect responsible for the restoration 

work at the Castle for the last 25 years, suggested in a lecture 

he gave at UCT Extra Murial Studies Series, 1994, that there had 

been tension at the level of decision making bodies over the 

presence of the army at the Castle for many years before 1993. 39 

A series of letters between members of historical bodies and army 

representatives, were published from August 1993 on the topic of 

an alternative use for the Castle, other than the Headquarters 

of the Western Province Command, bringing to public attention 

38 "Tattoo to Mark Castle's 300th Anniversary", The Cape 
Times, 13/02/1979 

"Kasteel Feestelik 300 Jaar Oud", Die Burger, 27/02/1979 
"'Exquisite' Sale Marks Castle's Tercentenary", The Argus, 

25/04/1979 
"Kasteel 300J Vandag", Die Burger, 26/04/1979 

39 Fagan, G. "Monuments and Modern Contexts: The Castle 
and Tuynhuis" Cape Town, The Public Face of the City UCT Extra 
Murial Studies Series (July-August, 1994) 
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again the ongoing debate. 40 

use of space in the Castle 

scaling down of the army's 

ceremonial level. 

Issues raised concerned mainly the 

for cultural organisations and the 

presence at the Castle to a purely 

Kessel Feinstein, of firm a consulting accountants, have 

completed a study into the future use of the Castle, but the 

report will remain confidential for some time. 41 A further 

working group has been recently set up to similarly assess 

possible future uses for the Castle. 

40 "Castle Could House Other Organisation", The Cape Times, 
19/08/1993 

"You're Wrong Mr Kinahan", The Cape Times, 23/08/1993 
"Use the Castle for Cultural Pursuits", The Cape Times, 

25/08/1993 
"Kaap Hoor Gou Wat van Kasteel Word", Die Burger, 10/09/1993 
"Geheimhouding oor Kasteel Sterk Veroordeel", Die 

Burger,24/09/1993 

41 Fagan, "Monument and Modern Contexts: The Castle and 
Tuynhuis" 
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CHAPTER 2 

A Discussion of Restoration Work at the Castle 

2.1: An outline of the restoration of the Castle 

When the Castle was handed over to the Union Government in 

1922, it was obviously in a bad state of disrepair and the words 

of D. Fairbridge represent a common theme in the Castle's early 

history as a base for the United Defence Force (UDF): 

"There are many who cherish the hope that when the 
Castle is given over to the Union of South Africa by 
the Imperial Government, it may be restored to 
something of its former state and dignity. 111 

It did not receive the work it so badly needed, however and the 

newspaper articles and correspondence are full of the restoration 

of fairly arbitrary items such as a fireplace and courtyard 

bricks. 2 Emergency repairs, such as the replacing of the old 

Dutch tiled roof over the ballroom which was threatening collapse 

show the bad state the building was in. 3 It had to wait for 

the desired restorations until 1969, however, when Gawie Fagan 

was commissioned to "repair the Castle and make it habitable". 4 

The work he was commissioned to do, however ended up far beyond 

simply making the Castle habitable. 

Fagan was first approached when it was realised that the 

bell tower was in danger of falling down and that drainage in the 

bastions was becoming a problem. 5 The original metalwork of the 

bell tower had virtually rusted away and the mortar had 

1 Fairbridge, D. "The Castle of the Cape of Good Hope" The 
Cape Peninsula Bulletin 61 (n.d.) p.17 

2 NMC Archival Collection: File 4/k/kaa/l, "The Castle 
Part I: Aug 1926-1946" 

3 

4 

5 

"Renovations at the Castle" (no source, n.d.) 

Fagan, "Monuments and Modern Contexts" - Lecture 

Taylor, c. "Bared Roots" Leadership SA 11:3 (1992) p.14 
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disintegrated badly in many areas. It was also obvious that 

damp-proofing of several rooms would be necessary. 6 Fagan' s 

assessment, however, made it clear that there were only two 

options open to the Castle: complete demolishrnent or complete 

restoration to make it last another hundred years. The 

Department of Public Works decided to commission Fagan for a long 

term restoration contract. The initial phase of work was 

completed on a stop-start basis with limited funding until 1982 

and work completed during this time included complete water

proofing of the ramparts, restoration of the bell tower and 

provost prison, at an expenditure of R408 017. 7 

In November 1982, the Minister of Community Development, Ben 

Kotze, announced that Fagan had been commissioned to head a 

further restoration project of approximately R12 million. 8 The 

project was approached on a phase scheme to disrupt the 

operations of the military base as little as possible. 9 By its 

completion is would cost between R32 and R35 million. The first 

contract had been signed in 1976 and the sixth was completed by 

March 1993, with a fourth to be completed by March of 1994, 

comprising mainly of small contracts and cleaning operation. 10 

The first six phases included the restoration of various blocks 

of the Castle as well as the well-publicised restoration of the 

Dolphin Pool, completed in 198811 and the reflooding of the moat 

6 "Cape Town Landmark's Plastic Surgery", The Cape Times, 
29/03/1979 

7 Taylor, "Bared Roots" p.14 
"Rebuilding the Glorious Past", The Argus, 31/08/1985 

8 Taylor, "Bared Roots" p.14 

9 Gerneke, G. "De Kasteel De Goede Hoop" Architecture SA 5 
(1993) p.20 

10 Gerneke, "De Kasteel De Goede Hoop" p.20 

11 "Dedicated Team Brings Dolphin Back to Life", The Cape 
Times, 09/04/1988 

"The Ball of the Year at Rl 000 a Couple", The Argue, 
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completed in 1992. 12 

2.2: DISCUSSION 

The discussion on the restoration at the Castle, will consider 

aspects in a broader light, as well as focused on the Castle, 

such as the aim of restoring a building, which parts of the 

community are involved in and served by the restoration, as well 

as financial implications in terms of both the cost of the 

process as well and the subject of entrance fees to restored 

buildings. 

In 1969, the Castle was not only virtually unfit for 

visitors, it was in such a bad state of disrepair, that the 

members of the Western Province Command based at the building 

were at risk from rotting ceiling beams and collapsing floors. 13 

1994, However, holds a very different picture of the Castle, 

repaired, renovated and reconstructed. The Castle has undergone 

a substantial physical change in the last 25 years, and such a 

change needs to be discussed if the Castle is to be understood 

in its present state. 

The subject of restoring historic sites is a common one in 

the literature on Public History. Any Society which has lost 

contact with its past stands in danger of suffering from a kind 

of cultural amnesia, as Lowenthal states: 

"The past is integral to our sense of identity; the 
sureness of 'I was' is a necessary component of the 
sureness of 'I am'. Ability to recall and identify 
with our own past gives existence meaning, purpose and 

29/05/1990 

12 "Sewentiende Eeuse Grag Om Kasteel Amptelik Ingewy na 
'Lewendige' Restourasie", Die Burger, 18/12/1992 

"Moat gets water after 150 years", The Argus, 18/12/1992 

13 Fagan, G, "Monuments and Modern Contexts: The Castle 
and Tuynhuis" Cape Town: The Public Face of the City UCT Extra 
Murial Studies Lecture Series (July-August, 1994) 

"Uncovering Treasures at the Castle", The Argus, 5/10/1990 
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value. "1 4 

As both Lowenthal and Fowler discuss, a society's link with its 

past is closely related to material reminders of that past, the 

tangible relics, and the lack of physical symbols of that past 

makes remembering often very difficult. 15 As a result, the 

restoring of tangible pieces of a society's history finds an 

important place in the genre of public history. 

This discussion will consider broad aspects of conservation 

and restoration, in order to set the restoration at the Castle 

in its broader context of public history, as well as considering 

specific issues surrounding the Castle. 

Hoogenhout, a business man and amateur 

"It is our moral duty to conserve 
heritage, so to ensure a future for our 

historian says that: 

our cultural 
past. ,,16 

This is a well worn theme in the literature. It describes the 

awareness of the importance of heritage, an awareness, integral 

to the public history movement. For him, the aim of 

conservation, within the context of "present day priorities" is: 

"to awaken the interest and pride of our people in 
their common architectural heritage; to draw attention 
to the dangers which threaten it; and to secure the 
action needed for its preservation. To protect 
buildings and areas of architectural or historic 
interest and assure them a living role in contemporary 

society. 1117 

This statement was made in 19 7 8. Piet de Beer (Editor of 

Architecture SA), writing in 1994 has a view which, although 

14 Lowenthal, D. The Past is a Foreign Country (Cambridge, 
1986) p.41 

15 Lowenthal, pp.41-43, 278-282, 326-327 
Fowler, P. The Past in Contemporary Society (London, 1992), 

p.24 

16 Hoogenhout, I .M. "Conservation as a Business 
Proposition" in Basset, B. (ed) Conservation and Development -
A UCT Lecture Series (1978), p.27 

17 Hoogenhout, "Conservation as a Business Proposition", 
p.27 
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accepts the importance of heritage, appears to differ quite 

vastly from Hoogenhout's: 

"The Conservation of essentially WASP culture, and at 
that an essentially nostalgic view of the culture, 
will obviously have to change. Conservation and what 
is considered conservation-worthy must be acceptable 
to the broader South African community, it cannot 
serve a specific interest group. The history of 
settlement and place making should not be historically 
distorted despite the fact that history and the 
interpretation thereof will always depend on the 
interpreter. The conscious distortion of history to 
illustrate some idealistic, politically opportune view 
is best avoided. 111 8 

The difference between these two view rests in the 

interpretation of who is specifically taken into consideration 

in each. To further unpack Hoogenhout's statement it is 

necessary to consider exactly who is referred to by 'our' and for 

de Beer's statement, who exactly is meant by 'the broader South 

African Community' . 

Firstly, it must be noted that Hoogenhout's comments were 

made in 1978. The context in which Hoogenhout is writing and 

speaking is therefore an Apartheid South Africa and it is 

probable to assume that he is referring to the white, colonial 

history that de Beer criticises in his state~ent made in 1993. 

The phrases that Hoogenhout uses, for example: "moral duty 

to conserve" and ideas of "us" conserving for "their 

common ... heritage" leaves an aftertaste of paternalism where 

there exists the idea that the bulk of the population do not know 

what is good for them and therefore we (the architects, 

historians and archaeologists) will take over and make those 

decisions for them. Hoogenhout continues to discuss the 

position of restoration in economic progress, this will be picked 

up later in the discussion of the economic aspects of 

restoration. The conservation and restoration that Hoogenhout 

talks about then extends only to a particular group of people and 

18 de Beer, P. "Ed's Notes" Architecture SA 5 (1993) p.17 
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is therefore highly selective and discriminatory. 

De Beer's statement appears highly critical of this 

approach. He implies that up until this stage (1993), 

conservation projects have focused on conserving and restoring 

a nostalgic view of white, anglo-saxon, protestant culture. 19 

He calls for a new approach to conservation unaffected by the 

specific political view of the group involved in the 

restoring. 20 In his statement, the 'broader South African 

Community' does not appear to be a defined group of people, but 

rather a vague group which exist in opposition to the select 

group that Hoogenhout implies. These two statements illustrate 

a dichotomy of views on the people who should be involved in and 

served by a conservation/restoration project. Graeme Binckes 

suggested an approach in the mid 1970s which appears to bridge 

these two, in terms being closer to De Beer in sentiment and 

closer to Hoogenhout temporally and provided the only example at 

the time of an approach which called for the inclusion of a wider 

segment of the population in the conservation process. 21 

Binckes in his lecture entitled "Integrated Conservation" 

presented at Conservation and Development, sets out a series of 

criterion to be fulfilled, for a more integrated conservation 

system to be developed. He calls for increased education and 

research (and publicity and that increase) at all levels, 

adequate legislation providing for protection of significant 

buildings, finance from the state, the National Monuments Council 

and well as private investors and co-ordination between 

organisations as well as different governmental groups. His 

final point is this: 

"(There must be) proper identification of the social 
objectives and environmental elements ( eg land or 
buildings) involved in any area or project. Social 

19 

20 

21 

de Beer, "Ed's Notes" p.17 

ibid P .17 

Binckes, G. Integrated Conservation (Cape Town, 1976) 
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objectives may be defined by means of a social survey 
and the identification of environmental elements 
includes the listing of these elements and their 
particular qualities. The people affected must be 
consulted and ( as in Bologna) should not be moved 
away, except temporarily, from their homes or 
businesses during the period of intervention."ll 

In praising Binckes' approach, Clyde Davidson, at the same 

lecture series declared that the culmination of in Binckes' 

'integrated conservation' approach lay "in its service to human 

beings at large "23 High words of praise, and yet this 

statement, made in 1978 was hollow in considering the Castle 

which did not appear to benefit from an 'integrated' approach at 

all, as will be shown. 

The restoration work at the Castle began in 1969, with the 

first long-term plan being finalised in 1976, the same year that 

Binckes released his first printed text on integrated 

conservation. 24 However, Binckes' book was only released as the 

contract for the long-term restoration work at the Castle was 

approved by the Public Works Department and signed by Gawie Fagan 

who was to be the architect throughout the project. Decisions 

had thus already been made with only the benefit of the prevalent 

views such as those of Hoogenhout. 25 The view of Hoogenhout 

appears to have prevailed throughout the restoration. 

The question of agency in the restoration at the Castle will 

ll Binckes, "Integrated Conservation" in Basset, B. (ed) 
Conservation and Development - A UCT Lecture Series (Cape Town, 
1978) p.16 

~ Davidson, C. "Tourism and Conservation" in Basset, B. 
(ed) Conservation and Development - A UCT Lecture Series (Cape 
Town , 19 7 8 ) p . 6 3 

~ Gerneke, G. "De Kasteel De Goede Hoop" Architecture SA 
5 (1993), p.20 . 

~ Although the texts discussed by Hoogenhout date to 1978, 
similar views are expressed in the earlier material, for example: 
Immelman, R. F. M. and Quinn, G.D. (eds) , The Preservation and 
Restoration of Historic Buildings in South Africa (Cape Town, 
1968) 
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be discussed and how that affects the aims and results of the 

restoration process. 

It is important to consider who exactly is responsible for 

initiating and implementing the restoration at the Castle to 

understand the work carried out. The Public Works Department 

(PWD) was responsible for initiating the first phase of 

restoration in 1969 in response to reports by the Western 

Province Command that the building was becoming unsafe. 26 The 

PWD was the organisation with the legal power to authorise such 

a restoration and the final contracts were always subject to 

their approval. The National Monuments Council ( NMC) was another 

key player in terms of making the relevant people, such as the 

Minister of the Interior aware of the need to conserve the 

history at the Castle and, as the previous chapter has shown in 

the overview of the legislation, acted as an overseer and 

protector of the Castle as a declared historic monument. 

Although most of the correspondence was between the architect, 

the NMC and the SADF, all final decisions had to be submitted to 

the PWD for approval. 27 In the 19 7 0 there was a move towards 

taking the owner or occupant of the building under restoration 

in account more than had previously been the case. 28 In keeping 

with this move, the Western Province Command of the SADF, as the 

occupants of the Castle were taken into consideration during the 

work, in terms of disrupting the workings of the base as little 

as possible. 29 The SADF had little legal say in the process, 

however there appears to have been a concerted effort on the part 

26 "Uncovering 
05/10/1990 

Treasures at the Castle" The Argus, 

27 NMC Archival Collection: File 4/K/Kaa/1, "The Castle 
Cape Town Part V: Oct 1969-1978" 

28 

p. 37-38 

29 

Hoogenhout, "Conservation as a Business Proposition", 

Gerneke, "De Kasteel De Goede Hoop", p.20 
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of the NMC to keep the SADF informed of all development during 

the process. 30 The SADF further remains a key player not only 

in the restoration of the Castle, but especially in terms of the 

impact it has on tourism at the Castle The effect of the military 

presence on the visitor will be picked up on again later). 

Lastly, there is Gawie Fagan, the restoration architects for the 

project, responsible for the submission of plans and budgets, and 

ultimately, the person with the most hands-on effect on the 

process. As Gerneke explained, despite advice from historians 

and archaeologists, only the on-site architect has the knowledge 

and the ability to make the final decisions on: 

"subjective options involved in the restoration of an 

important historical monument. "31 

A small group of individuals, were thus responsible for 

initiating the restoration at the Castle, planning it, 

authorising it and making final decisions on exactly what is to 

be restored. 

The people who actually paid for the restoration, were, 

however a vastly different group to those listed as initiating 

and implementing it: the tax-paying public paid the R32 million 

towards the restoration of the Castle, 32 and yet no evidence 

could be found for consultation beyond the NMC, the PWD, the 

Western Province Command of the SADF and Gawie Fagan during the 

early 1970s when the restoration work was in its planning stage. 

As has been mentioned, the general area within the 

discipline of history in which this discussion takes place is the 

area of 'public history'. The term, if taken literally, implies 

that the area of study is the history of the public. However, 

30 National Monuments Council, Roeland Street, Cape Town, 
Archival Collection: File 4/K/Kaa/1, "The Castle Cape Town Part 
V: Oct 19 6 9-19 7 8" 

31 

32 

Gerneke, "De Kasteel De Goede Hoop", p.21 

"We Paid But is it Ours?" The Argus, 24/10/1993 
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in the restoration of the Castle there is clearly in imbalance 

between the decision making and fund providing sections of the 

public, suggesting that the work at the Castle falls short of 

Binckes' mission to include a wide segment of the population in 

the conservation process and similarly that it does not suggests 

any substantial public involvement at all. 

The term 'public' is a vague and problematic one. The so

called 'general public' can refer to any and every person living 

within a certain area. As such it is an incredibly broad 

concept. Commissions and departments are elected on behalf of 

the community they serve to carry out certain functions that 

would be chaotic or non-existent were they to be no 

representative committees. However, at the Castle those involved 

in the hands-on decision making and implementing positions are 

a very limited group. 

The background basis of ideas held by Gawie Fagan's 

contemporaries, as well as Fagan's individual approach to 

restoration which he brought with him to his restoration work at 

the Castle needs to be considered to understand the work he 

carried out at the there. 

Returning to Hoogenhout the position of restoration and 

economic progress is discussed: 

"In a young and fast developing country like South 
Africa, domestic architecture is constantly in danger. 
Progress more often than not has no conscience. And, 
in the process of advancement, culture is often 
sacrificed to progress. This partly explains why so 
many of our charming old buildings have already been 
lost, and stresses the urgency of conserving what 
little is left of our buildings of historical, 
aesthetic or architectural importance. "33 

The loss of historic sites to unaware or uncaring prospectors and 

bussinesspeople 

public history. 
would result in a loss of physical reminders of 

However, what Hoogenhout appears to ignore are 
a few basic economic realities. Will moving forward be 

33 Hoogenhout, "Conservation as a Business Proposition" 
p. 26 

31 



sacrificed to be reminded of the past? Must progress take a back 

seat to conservation? Although, these statements were probably 

made in response to conservation always taking a back seat to 

progress, some basic economic realities must not be lost sight 

of. Hoogenhout does not give details at this point, however a 

series of lectures in UCT Extra Murial Studies programme gave 

interesting examples which illustrate this point of sacrificing 

progress in the conservation process. 34 Jack Barnett, in the 

opening lecture, "Cape Town: Enthralling City or City in 

Thrall?" showed a series of slides of old and new Cape Town and 

praised highly the architecture of the old buildings and yet 

criticised bitterly the signs on the sides of buildings, giving 

the name of the occupant of tha4 building, for example the Old 

Mutual, saying that they completely ruined the whole flow of the 

city and they were unforgivable for harm they had done to the 

aesthetics of the city. 35 A slide was then shown of a city in 

Europe, where not only where no signs allowed on the sides of 

buildings, but almost all the road signs had been entirely 

eliminated. While the original form of the city is certainly 

retained, one must wonder at the practicalities of finding a 

street in that city. Gawie Fagan lectured on "Monuments and 

Modern Context: The Castle and Tuynhuis". A slide was shown 

depicting a sweeping view of the City Hall, the Parade and the 

Station and Parking Garage in the foreground: 

1994 

"I find it appalling to put it (the station and parade 
market) in the city's civic square - the oldest open 
space in our first city - I find it totally 

appalling. "36 

It is clear that aesthetics are very important to these two 

34 Cal2.§... Town: the Public Face of the City, July-August, 

35 Barnett, J "Cape Town: Enthralling City, or City in 
Thrall?" Cape Town: The Public Face of the City (July-August, 
1994) 

36 Fagan, "Monuments and Modern Contexts" - Lecture 
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men, and to their fellow architects who commented on their 

lectures in much the same vein. Economic reality, however, shows 

a very different picture. It is important to companies to 

display their logos on the buildings they occupy both as a form 

of advertising and to facilitate a prospective client finding the 

building. Thousands of workers catch a train to town every day 

and a large number of informal workers make a living out of 

selling goods at the market on the parade. The taxi drivers that 

park in the parade make their livelihood out of their driving 

business based in town and a number of street children wash cars 

and direct traffic in the parade parking lot for money. Are 

these workers and hawkers and destitute children not the 

population of Cape Town? Does Cape Town not belong to them as 

much as it belongs to the architects and the town planners, with 

a right to earn their living from any part of it that will give 

it to them? Take away the logos and business gets damaged. Take 

away the station and prevent workers from being able to go to 

work. Make the parade an open, empty space and deny hundreds of 

informal workers their livelihood. 

The Castle, as an historical monument and consequently a 

public space, belongs to these people as the parade does, and yet 

the man in the crucial decision making position in the 

restoration of this public property appears to be coming from a 

place where this is not of paramount importance. 

Every time I have visited the Castle, a scene has unfolded 

which illustrates quite humorously the gap between Gawie Fagan's 

expectations of his restoration work and the practical use a part 

of the community of Cape Town has for it. It centres around the 

moat. In order to stem criticisms on either an artificially 

sustained, clean moat, or the dirty water that caused it to be 

filled in by the British military, Fagan filled the restored 

moat, fed by a re-routed stream, with the correct kinds of fish 

and plant life for it to remain in a state of ecological 
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balance. 37 Integral to this are a number of water lilies which, 

much to his consternation keep on disappearing in the cover of 

night. On the other side, waterlilies the farthest from their 

minds, the street children of the Parade who wash cars for a 

living obtain their water for that task from Fagan's moat, water 

lilies and all, and on more than one occassion I have observed 

dirty, soapy water being thrown straight back into the moat! 

While the "broader South African Community" referred to 

earlier is obviously too broad a category to use successfully, 

the restoration at the Castle as obviously been the work of a 

painfully small group within that community. This, as well as 

the attitudes of the restorer discussed is important to remember 

when appraising the restoration work at the Castle, which did not 

occur in a vacuum as merely a process of restoring the history 

of the Castle. The question of 

whose past is actually being restored at the Castle is very 

important to consider as it bears heavily on debates surrounding 

the massive expenditure and the possible use of this building now 

in peak condition. It must be noted, however, that it is not 

being suggested that any restoration project ever truly achieves 

the 're-creation' of the past. Such a project is not possible 

bearing in mind the highly individualised nature of memory. 

Rather, the re-creations at the Castle can show a lot regarding 

what that individual perception of the Castle of the restoration 

architect is. 

Hall, Miller and Moore present an interesting suggestion of 

the Castle as overwhelmingly a symbol of dominance, not only 

today but which at the time of its building was as much a symbol 

of dominance as it was a defensive structure. 38 The Castle was 

ordered to be built in Classic Dutch fortification design which 

37 Fagan, "Monuments and Modern Context" - Lecture 

~ Hall, M., Miller, D. and Moore, J. "Provenance Studies 
from the Castle Gateway, Cape Town" South African Journal of 
Science 89:3 (1993) p.110 
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was totally unsuited to Cape topography and which by its date of 

completion after a very interrupted building history was outdated 

in military design. 39 And yet, it was hailed by Holland as "a 

wonder of achievement ... set down ... upon savage shores "40 and 

even the local officials "made every attempt to conform to the 

class design 11 
• 

41 11 For Company officials at the Cape, the Castle 

was a symbol: a testimony of their ability to stamp a colonial 

presence on the landscape".~ This dominance can be seen in the 

moat and the new entrance built by W.A van der Stel. Firstly, 

the moat which was part of the original design set down for the 

Castle and was supposedly part of the defence of structure. 

However, studies of military technology have shown that by the 

time the moat had been finished, moats were a things of the past, 

even in the science of fortification. 43 And yet it was 

completed and kept clean. Further, archaeological excavations 

and studies of the original river courses at the time, carried 

out on the moat as part of the last phase of the restoration 

process show that in winter the moat would have been in flood and 

in summer it would have been thigh deep in water,~ so that even 

had advanced weaponry not meant that the simplest weapon could 

cross a deep moat, this moat would still have offered no 

protection. Lady Anne Barnard, in one of her letters written 

during her stay there in 1790 confirmed this with a description 

~ Hall, M., Halkett, D., Huigen van Beek, P. and Klose, J. 
"'A Stone Wall out of the Earth that Thundering Cannon Cannot 
Destroy?' Bastion and Moat at the Castle , Cape Town" Social 
Dynamics 16:1 (1990) pp.23-26 

40 ibid p.22 

41 ibid p.35 

42 ibid p.35 

43 ibid p.35 

~ ibid p.27-9 
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of the moat flooding in winter. 45 When the British occupied the 

Cape, they used the moat as a rubbish dump and when it became a 

serious health hazard it was eventually filled in. 46 

A new entrance was built during the governorship of van der 

Stel as the old one was on the sea side of the Castle and at high 

tide the water washed up to the walls. 47 The new entrance was 

to be protected by the ravelin moat, have two sculptured lions 

on high piers, two masonry built sentry boxes and a brick archway 

through the curtain wall, flanked by stone pilasters with a 

frieze and pediment. The frieze was to contain the coats of 

arms of the 6 Dutch trading cities and over the plaster the 

monogram of the voe would be found with the arms of Holland 

carved on the pediment. 48 The new entrance was grandiose and 

made the Company and Hollands role in the Castle obvious. 

According to Hall et al: 

"the new Castle entrance extended its symbolism of 
dominance by subjecting the visitor to a series of 
statements of authority before the Castle's exterior 
could be penetrated". 6 

Considering that the restoration history of the Castle, 

began with the work of the Bell tower at the van der Stel Gateway 

and ended with a reconstruction of the moat, it is found that a 

lot of the restoration has concentrated on features of the Castle 

linked with these symbols of domination mentioned. As was seen 

in the analysis of the tourist literature, the entrance to the 

Castle is also the most depicted part of the Castle and seems to 

stand as a symbol which means "Castle". A further example of 

45 Rosenthal, E. 300 Years of the Castle at Cape Town ( Cape 
Town, 1966) p.65 

46 

p.36 

47 

48 

49 

Hall, Halket, Huigen van Beek and Klose, "A stone Wall?" 

Hall, Miller and Moore, "Provenance Studies" p.110 

ibid p.110 

ibid p.110 
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the symbolic nature of the Castle is that, although it was never 

expected to be so, a shot has never been fired at the Castle, nor 

have the guns of the Castle ever fired a shot in anger, 50 and 

thus it never even had to attempt to fulfil its duty as defender 

of the colonial outpost at the Cape. 

This delightful cartoon, lighthearted as it may be, points 

further to the symbolic nature of the Caslte: 

The restoration of these 

symbols of dominance, then 

hardly reflects the history 

of the broader South African 

community that de Beer talks 

about. 51 In fact, it is not 

even the broad history of the 

Castle. The moat, for 

example is a purely Dutch 

aspect of the Castle with 

symbolic significance only to 

Dutch as is seen in the fact 

that the British (who would 

not have appreciated symbols 

of voe power) used it as a 

dump and then filled it in. 

rn:l}e ~~J.!U~ 
AI'Rll.. 27 l!J79 

'Throe hundred years of pe,fect peace - and then this!' 

This raises the issue, not only of "whose history is being 

restored?", but also "at what point of that history are we 

choosing to restore this relic?". As Gerneke suggests, with the 

50 "No One has ever Attacked The Castle" 
24/11/1962, 

The Argus, 

Bisset, Cdr W.M. "The Saluting Battery at the Castle by Good 
Hope Cape Town 1910-1942" The Journal of the Historical Firearms 
Society of South Africa 10:5 (1987) p.25 

51 de Beer "Ed's Notes" p.17 
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restoration of any historic site, a decision has to be made as 

to what part of the history of the site the site must be restored 

to. In the case of the Castle it was the era when the Castle was 

a magnificent symbol of Dutch power. The restoring of the moat 

and Dolphin Pool suggest this as the British had both the moat 

and the Pool filled in. 52 It is not even, simply the Castle as 

it first was, as features of the Castle, such as the new entrance 

were not there in the beginning, and certain architectural works 

such as the Lions, are suggested to be dated to even later than 

1700. 53 Most of the more "romantic features" of the Castle 

like the Dolphin pool and fountain with balustrades, which have 

been given much attention in the restoration were built at the 

command of Willem Adriaan van der Stel, and, thus what is being 

restored is in fact, the era of Willem Adriaan van der Stel. 54 

Contrary to this appearance, however Mrs Fagan, the 

researcher for the restoration work, stated that: 

"The Department of Public Works did not plan to stick 
to a certain period. One would rather want to cover 
its whole history by restoring some portions to the 
Dutch era, others to Dutch era with an overlay of 
British and others to the pure British era."~ 

The part of the restoration that Mrs Fagan is referring to, 

however, is the various overlays of paintings found inside some 

of the rooms, which have indeed been restored to different 

52 "Restoration of Castle based on 1710 map", The Argus 
7/10/1988 

~ "Castle Lions and a Mildly Riveting Battle" 6/10/1990, 
The Argus, Macmillan Collection; 

p.24 
"Die Restourasie van die Kasteel na Tien Jaar Byna Klaar, 

54 Caroline Taylor, "Bared Roots", p.12 

55 "Uncovering 
05\10\1990 

Treasures 
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eras. 56 These are not highly visible, however, and certainly 

lack the immediate impact of the entrance gateway. 

The only visible suggestion of anything overtly British in 

the restoration, remains the use of extensive sources ( especially 

a plan and some paintings) created by Lady Anne Barnard, during 

her stay at the Castle in 1910. 57 This is also linked to the 

sources available to the restorers, and Lady Anne's writings were 

by far the most detailed. The restoration of pristine and 

glorious parts of the Castle, such as the Dolphin pool rather 

than the old kitchens or slave-quarters is largely explained by 

the fact that the restoration was the result of a few, who appear 

to perceive the Castle as a symbol of a glorious past. 

Gwen Fagan states that the main aim of the restoration work 

"was to make the Castle safe and sound - the Department of Public 

Works initiated the work 22 years ago, because the building was 

becoming unsafe", however, though that may have been the aim in 

1969, as Mrs Fagan, then states later in the article, the 

completion of the project will "return (the Castle) to its full 

glory". 58 

As has been shown in the chapter on the history of debates 

surrounding the Castle, the issue of the army's occupation of the 

Castle has been debated since the 1920s. As of the Castle 

Management Act of 1993 (Act No 207, 1993) a new Castle Management 

Board was established with the task of maximising the tourist 

potential and accessibility to the public of the parts of the 

Castle not used by the Defence Force the way has been paved, if 

not for the end of the Castle's run as an army headquarters and 

cutting down the military influence to what is considered 

appropriate, in keeping with the military nature of the history 

56 ibid 

57 "Restoration of Castle based on 1710 map", The Argus 
07\10\1988 

58 
05/10/1990"Uncovering Treasures at the Castle", The Argus, 
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of the building. The presence of the SADF severely limits the 

amount of space available to the public at the Castle. 

Gawie Fagan, in his lecture "Monuments and Modern Contexts: 

The Castle and Tuynhuis" began by drawing an analogy between the 

Castle, Cape Town and the Taj Mahal. The two buildings were 

built at the same time and the Taj was built by a Moslem invader, 

an oppressor, who used largely forced slave labour to erect the 

building. According to Fagan, however, this part of its history 

has been forgotten and today this magnificent building is 

regarded in a very positive light. "Monuments outlive the people 

who build them".w According to Fagan, the Castle is seen as a 

"magnificent artefact - users come and users go, the building 

will remain to be admired". Who precisely holds this view he 

does not expand upon, however, it is clear that he personally 

does. 

The users of the Castle, namely, the Western Province 

Command of the SADF, are however still resident in the Castle and 

the presence is very evident to the approximately 160 000 

tourists who visit the Castle annually. 60 On entering the 

Castle the visitor enters a modern room where they have to pass 

through a metal detector under the supervision of a soldier of 

the Western Province Command. All around the Castle there are 

soldiers and officers in uniform and the Tour is conducted by a 

Rifleman in period costume who nevertheless salutes any superior 

of his that the tour group happen to pass. No visitor may go 

through the arch underneath the Kat Balcony without a tour guide 

and the party is kept together throughout the tour with no-one 

being allowed to simply wander off and look around on their own. 

The Argus article of 24 October 1993 by Irving Steyn, states 

in no uncertain terms that although the public paid for the 

59 Gawie Fagan, "Monuments and Modern Contexts: The Castle 
and Tuynhuis" 

60 Taylor, C. "Bared Roots" Leadership SA 11:3 (1992) p.16 
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restoration of the Castle, only approximately two percent of the 

entire building is accessible to the public. 61 He further 

demands that the general public have more access to the Castle 

as they paid for its restoration. 62 

Gawie Fagan made some suggestions as to how the space 

utilised presently by the army could be put to better use: He 

said that the old workshop area could be very well used for a 

shop/workshop from which goods could be sold. The long galleries 

would be excellent for art workshops, sculptures and exhibitions. 

These galleries are currently in use as offices and Fagan 

suggests that they are thoroughly impractical as such. The 

Castle contains two enormous, fully equipped and modern kitchens. 

Fagan suggests the possibility of two top class restaurants. The 

Castle offers large amounts of space which could be put to use 

as museums and exhibitions. He even suggests the possibility of 

the Castle offering limited conference facilities. Further, the 

enormous space between the Castle and the Good Hope Centre which 

is presently the property of the Western Province Command, could 

be used for f leamarketing and parking. 63 

On the SADF side, there are members of the Western Province 

Command who similarly have suggestions on possible changes at the 

Castle, although they are hardly as radical as Gawie Fagan's: 

Commandant Grobbelaar, who resigned his commission to become the 

director of the William Fehr collection said that the Castle 

"represented a white ethnocentric view of heritage" and that the 

range of museum displays at the Castle must thus be significantly 

broadened. 64 In an interview with Caroline Taylor he stated 

that the ANC were not alone in viewing the Castle representing 

61 

62 

63 

64 

"We Paid But is it Ours?", The Argus, 24/10/1993 

ibid 

Fagan, "Monuments and Modern Contexts" - Lecture 

Taylor, "Bared Roots" p.16 
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a limited history.M Kmdt Grobbelaar, further feels that the 

"essential contribution other communities and groups made to the 

Castle" must be brought to the fore in an attempt to redress the 

"exclusive cultural stigma" attached to the Castle. 66 

In the past there have been suggestions and attempts to use 

the Castle for more extended purposes, for example, in February 

1946, there was a proposal given to use the Castle as a community 

and Adult Education Centre as a kind of war memorial centre, 

under the auspices of the army. The proposal was set out by 

Captain Blyth and would have been a huge step in using the Castle 

to serve the community. However, her initial letters were 

replied to in a few short sentences calling the idea "unsuitable" 

and she was never even granted an interview. 67 

Subsequent to that the Castle was home to a variety of 

military ceremonies and ceremonies celebrating the history of the 

Castle and van Riebeeck (such as the 1952 festival and the 300 

anniversary of the Castle in 1966) alone. 68 In 1994 the Castle 

housed an exhibition as part of the Sheik Yusuf pageant held in 

April. The exhibition was held in a room beyond the Kat balcony 

and visitors were allowed to enter unaccompanied and no entrance 

fee was charged. This exhibition was the first example of the 

Castle serving a broader section of the South African community. 

As Kerry Ward, in her lecture on the Sheik Yusuf festival said: 

"The inner courtyard thus became a haven for children 
running around the lawns, laughing and yelling and 
exploring the old well; families ate picnic lunches 
and enjoyed the sunshine; people admired the area 
around the Dolphin Pool, gasping at the size and 

65 ibid p.16 

66 Grobbelaar, Cmdt P. "Kasteel 
Weermag" Paratus 42:11 (1991) p.21 

Beklee Ereplek in SA 

67 NMC Archival Collection: File 4/k/kaa/1 "The Castle, 
Cape Town, Part II: Feb 1945-Feb 1950" 

68 

(1985) 
Military Information Bureau SADF (eds) Militaria 15:5 
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colours of the fish; more than one person wandered 
into an army office much to the amazement of its 
occupant and were told politely to leave."~ 

The fact that there was no entrance fee to the Sheik Yusuf 

exhibition meant that it was accessible to those who would not 

have been able to afford an entrance fee. 

presently charges an entrance fee of RS. 

The Castle itself, 

Gawie Fagan, in his recommendations on the use of the Castle 

stated that the Castle offered an opportunity to generate funds 

through tourists spending their money at the Castle as well as 

it stimulating the tourist trade overall. 7° Further, many 

architects, apparently in justification for the enormous 

expenditure on the Castle are talking in terms of the Castle now 

'paying for its own upkeep' and making the money spent worthwhile 

in the increased generation of funds now possible.n In such 

articles, the issue of money which can now be generated is 

presented as the great success of the restoration of the Castle 

and then, as in the South African Builder article, it is then 

tacked on: "maar die geestlike waarde van die Kasteel as 

kultuur-erfenis is natuurlik onberekenbaar" (the spiritual worth 

of the Castle as a legacy of culture is obviously beyond 

money). 72 There exists an irony around the excitement generated 

by the financial prospects and the Castle as a piece of history. 

Not only does the excitement over the money which could be 

generated appear in opposition to the value of the site, but the 

charging of entrance fees further excludes sections of the 

populations from benefi tting from the restoration work which they 

~ Ward, K. "The '300 Years: The Making of Cape Muslim 
Culture' Exhibition, Cape Town, April 1994: Liberating the 
Castle?" UCT African Studies Seminar (25 July 1994) 

70 Fagan, "Monuments and Modern Contexts" - Lecture 

n "Die Restourasie van die Kasteel na Tien Yaar Nou Byna 
Klaar" South African Builder 838 (Feb, 1993), p.24 

72 ibid p.24 
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paid for. Namely, those who can not afford the entrance fee are 

excluded and this distances the Castle from the general public 

even further. It is not only the restoration work which was the 

work of a few, but the viewing of the work is restricted to those 

with the correct economic qualifications. This again shows the 

tension between the Castle serving the community in its 

presentation of its history and the attitude of the architects 

shown earlier which puts conservation over economic 

considerations. 

There exists a large gap between those involved in the 

restoration work at the Castle and the broader South African 

community. It is a gap which creates a distance for the Castle 

from the community, and results in the Castle falling short at 

present from truly being a part of 'public history'. 
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CHAPTER 3 

Publicity, Education and the Castle 

3.1: Tourist Literature 

The Castle features not only as the subject of debate in the 

Journal articles and newspaper commentary consulted in the 

previous chapter, but finds significant representation in the 

genre of literature falling under the title "Tourist Literature". 

Such representation is present throughout this century and serves 

as an important source of information for both foreign tourists 

and the South African Holiday makers on the Castle. 

The term "tourist literature" is not strictly definitive of 

the material under discussion as the range of texts extends from 

self-defined tourist guides such as the CAPTOUR Tourist Guide1 

to the Cape Times' 50th Anniversary publication on Cape Town2 

and the City Council's Guide to Cape Town3 , both of which have 

a more 'local' focus. This wide range has been chosen largely 

because the focus on the Castle is intended to be from a South 

African point of view and 'tourist guides' as such are more often 

than not focused on overseas travellers, while the available 

literature which could be classed as purely of South African 

origin and readership is severely limited. 

The literature then varies in a number of ways, for example 

in terms of authorship. In general the authorship can be divided 

into three main groups: Publications by newspapers, namely the 

Cape Times or The Argus; Publications issued by groups or 

institutions such as the Cape Town City Council or the Publicity 

1 CAPTOUR, Tourist Guide: Cape Town, Peninsula, Northern 
City Areas and False Bay incorporating selected country members 
(Cape Town, 1993-4) 

2 The Cape Times, Cape Times 50th Annual No, 1/11/1926 

3 Cape Town City Council The Official Guide to the City of 
Cape Town (Cape Town, 1926 - 1957) 
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and Travel departments of travel institutions and finally 

individuals such as Jose Burman and T.V. Bulpin the well-known 

travel-guide writers in South Africa. The authorship of a 

publication affects deeply what is represented in that 

publication. The newspapers remain close to 'public news' in 

what they include and the Cape Town City Council has a vested 

interest in presenting the Cape in a favourable light, especially 

financially as it is largely responsible for that well-being. 

Travel 'institutions' such as the South African Railways and 

Harbour Department have interest in promoting travel and the 

individuals similarly come from specific standpoints. Both 

Burman and Bulpin are well-known figures in the genre of 

presenting the Peninsula to travellers and have reputations to 

nurture. It is important to remain aware that the material to 

be discussed originates in a variety of places and is used to 

serve the specific aims of those producing them. 

As the literature differs in authorship, it differs in 

readership. This is less easy to define and is closely linked 

to the intention of the authors who will pitch a publication at 

a certain group. The main difference of importance in this study 

is the difference between local and foreign readership. Travel 

institutions/companies such as the Union-Castle Mail Steamship 

Company and the Holland Afrika Lijn were pitching their material 

at foreign tourists specifically while the City Council Guide to 

Cape Town has a more local readership. Different publications 

are thus tailored by the authors to the needs of the readership. 

There exists a substantial overlap in terms of readership, with 

both local and foreign visitors to South Africa often reading the 

same material, such as the Jose Burman guides. 

The focus of texts are also affected by the time period in 

which the texts were produced. Fashions, norms, cultural trends 

and even political situations can all affect a tourist-orientated 

text as their goal is to be readable and acceptable to a current 

audience. 

This discussion will begin with an outline of the images 
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(visual and textual) presented in the material to facilitate a 

broad understanding of the literature and more detailed analysis 

will follow. Thus significant stereotyped images will first be 

briefly mentioned with discussion to follow. 

The literature deals with the Castle in two mediums, namely 

visual and textual representations. 

In both mediums and throughout the 

literature studied a distinct set of 

images was evident. In the visual 

medium, two images recurred: the 

entrance to the Castle (the van der 

Stel gateway) and the Kat balcony 

inside the courtyard. In many cases 

standard pictures were used but 

there were variations in terms of 

angle from which the picture is 

based, medium of representation, 

such as a photograph or a sketch and 

whether or not people are included. 

The fact that variations occur show 

that there 

pictures 

are 

of 

not 

the 

4 simply 

Castle 

two 

in 

Figure 1 W. A. van der 
Stel's Gateway, the Caslte 

circulation within the 'tourist literature' genre which are used 

as a standard, but rather two aspects of the Castle exists as 

standard and are constantly depicted and re-depicted in the 

literature as sketches, full-colour drawing, from one angle or 

the other or as a black and white or colour photograph. The 

variations of the two standard images are found randomly 

throughout the literature and no connection has been found 

between the specific variation and the authorship, readership or 

time period in which the material was produced. Variations, 

then, do not appear significant and the two images will be dealt 

with without concerning with the variations of those two images. 

4 Figurel: Ras, Die Kasteel, Title page 
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Figure 2 
Castle 

The Kat Balcony, The 

s The significant discovery 

is of the existence of a set 

of images displayed as 

stereotypical of the Castle 

across the range of the 

literature. Only three 

examples were found where 

different images were included 

and all date to the 1920s. 6 

Travel in South Africa (1921) 

and The Land of the Golden 

South (1927) both include the 

two standard images as well as three other images of the Castle 

courtyard from unusual angles and possibly from earlier than the 

standard images which include the Kat Balcony. The 1926 edition 

of The Official Guide to the City of Cape Town devotes a 10 page 

section to "The Kasteel de Goede Hoop" in which is included: 

a series of pencil sketches of the moat being dug; 

an ornate fanlight at the Castle; 

the Kat balcony and the sundials on the wall and in front 

of the balcony; 

the arsenal at the Castle; 

a fireplace and a bronze cannon and 

a black and white photograph of the old armourer's house. 

These images show an increased interest in the building itself 

with architectural features being prominent. In general all 

these images are less glossy and impressive than the standard 

5 "For the Pageant of Light", The Argus, 11\06\1958 

6 South African Railways and Harbours: Publicity and 
Travel Department Travel in South Africa (Johannesburg, 1921) 

Cape Town City Council The Official Guide to the City of 
Cape Town (Cape Town, 1926) 

The Cape Peninsula Publicity Association and the South 
African Railway and Harbours The Land of the Golden South: 
Capetown and the Cape Peninsula (Cape Town, 1927) 
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images and come across as being more informative that attractive. 

The excess of images in the 1926 Guide fits in with the 

large amount of space dedicated to the Castle in that edition 

(this will be discussed later). On the other hand, Land of the 

Golden South (1927) contains no words on the Castle at all, only 

the variety of images 

Africa. 

as is the case with Travel in South 

Similar stereotyping can be found in the written texts, and 

a discussion of this stereotyping will follow in conjunction with 

the visual images. 

There are distinct sets of information being presented on 

the Castle: Firstly there is the discussion of the antiquity of 

the Castle, its building history and its use for governmental and 

defence purposes. Secondly there is the set of information 

constructed around the architectural value of the building which 

discusses the physical features of the building and lastly there 

are discussion on a certain set of people connected with the 

Castle. The information used under these categories if further 

highly selective and displays similar stereotyping to that found 

in the visuals. The most popular aspect to mention, which occurs 

across all the texts is the mention the antiquity of the Castle. 

It appears to be presented first to justify the inclusion of the 

Castle. Following this there is often mention of the interrupted 

building history of the Castle and is rounded off with 

information on its usage. Information surrounding the building 

itself is most commonly on its form and the names of the five 

bastions. The people mentioned as connected with the Castle, 

are, without fail most commonly van Riebeeck, Zacharias Wagenaar, 

Lady Anne Barnard, Anton Anreith with the occasional mention of 

King Ceteswayo who was imprisoned at the Castle. A discussion 

of how these aspects are used across time will be conducted, but 

first a consideration of the use of stereotyping in this kind of 

literature is necessary. 

Far more images of the Castle, from various parts of the 

city are possible. The two images given as standard need not be 
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the only ones from necessity. Further the Castle has a far 

richer history that its physical, defensive and administrative 

history, thus making the choice of this information important as 

there are other aspects which could be discussed. Finally, there 

is, without a doubt, a definite decision in terms of what people 

to include in information on the Castle. 

The kind of literature in question is one which, out of 

necessity, uses a lot of stereotyping and even relies on it. 

Stereotypical images breed familiarity. If a reader has 

encountered it before then it will be evaluated against the 

initial experience of it and if this is the reader's first 

encounter with the image, then it will get stored as new 

information. This is only possible if the images being presented 

in the tourist literature are similar enough to be recognised as 

the same by the reader. Tourist brochures are published to sell 

and must give the reader what they expect. A brochure is a guide 

to places to visit and when visiting a new place it is easier for 

a tourist to assimilate a standard set of images, than to be 

swamped by a variety of images of different sources. This 

remains true of the 'local' holidaymaker, as anyone who has ever 

travelled extensively will know. These are factors which go 

beyond the differences between the guides in terms of authorship, 

readership and focus. 

The fact, then, stereotyping is encountered in the 

literature is not unusual, or surprising. The significance lies 

in the images being stereotyped. In terms of the visuals, two 

of the most impressive images have been used. The van der Stel 

gateway and the Kat balcony are both overbearing and impressive. 

The sculpting on both is attractive and both give off the 

impression of power and wealth. The different textual 

stereotypes will be considered in a temporal overview of the 

literature. 

In the 1920s, the Castle was officially handed over the 

Department of Defence of the Union Government and a committee set 

up to evaluate the uses of the Castle. This committee made the 
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recommendation that: 

"The Citizens and visitors to South Africa (should) 
have full enjoyment of access to view (the Castle's) 
interesting and historical features." 7 

Up until this time the British forces had been in occupation of 

the Castle, although the Castle remained open to the public, for 

a small admission fee. 8 There is a subtle shift in the 

literature at this time, which reflects desire to give more 

representation of the historical nature of the Castle, possibly 

over the military nature. This is well illustrated by a single 

phrase: The overtly military aspect of the Castle as represented 

in the early twentieth century can be seen in the use of the 

phrase "inspection fee" and "open for inspection" when informing 

the reading on the visiting possibilities to the Castle. 9 This 

clearly military term is only found in the early part of this 

century and is used only when talking about the Castle, other 

historical sites mentioned in that material, such as the 

Koopmans-De Wet Museum and the Michaelis Art Collection are 

either referred to as "on view" or simply "open to the public". 

The 1920s was also a decade when there was a substantial 

increase in concern over the conservation of heritage in South 

Africa and the first major step forward in architectural 

conservation can be seen in the Natural and Historical Monuments 

Act of 1923. This is reflected in, for example, the very 

detailed and long description of the Castle in the 1926 Guide and 

the increased focus on architectural-type aspects in the images. 

As has been shown, it contains the greatest variety of images of 

the Castle. It also devotes a large amount of space to the 

7 

8 

1891) 

9 

"Castle as War Museum", Cape Times, 31/05/1922 

The Argus, The Guide to Cape Town (Cape Town, 1890 -

Thos Cook and Son, South Africa (Cape Town, 1913) 
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building history and a provides a sort of 'walking tour' of the 

Castle paying careful attention to detail both physical and 

specifically architectural. Although the Guides in subsequent 

years retain the walking tour approach the entries become much 

shorter (1 or 2 pages as opposed to 10). The later guides become 

broader in focus, including political and economic aspects as 

well as a broader cultural section (including sport and music) 

than the list of historical sites in the 1926 guide such as 

Michaelis, the Old Town House, Koopmans-De Wet Museum, the Public 

Library and Rhodes Memorial. The listing of historical sites in 

the 1926 Guide could also have been affected by the fact that the 

first set of National Monuments were only declared in 1936 and, 

for example, the Old Town House was only declared on the 

24/02/1939 and Koopmans-De Wet Museum on 1/11/1940 . 10 The 

growing interest and the restoration of such buildings as Groot 

Constantia help to explain the sudden interest in the history of 

building and specific architectural details. 

This is not, however, a trend in all the literature of the 

time. In fact many texts at the time have pictures of the 

Castle, but no words whatsoever. Land of the Golden South and 

Travel in South Africa both have a variety of images, but no 

words. Travel in South Africa has two pictures of the Kat 

Balcony which are labelled "Entrance" and interesting suggestion 

that those two standard images do not actually mean 'the 

entrance' and 'the balcony' respectively but rather 'the Castle' 

itself if they can be interchanged like that. These books are 

also interesting as they seem to give the place which the Guide 

gave to the Castle to Rhodes Memorial and Groote Schuur, showing 

that, possibly, the interest in architectural information need 

not be focused on the Castle at all but that it was sufficient 

for the focus to be on another historical site. The Travel in 

South Africa series is aimed specifically at foreign visitors and 

10 National Monuments council "Lists of Declared National 
Monuments" 
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in the foreword claims its intention to "be fresh information, 

at least to readers outside South Africa". The Official Guide 

to City of Cape Town published by the City Council, although 

still beginning with "Visit Capetown!" and is aimed at visitors, 

it is not quite so clearly aimed at foreigners and the authorship 

is more directly Capetonian with the compilation being attributed 

to J.F. Finch, the Town Clerk of Cape Town. It would appear, 

that the overseas focused text is focusing on the Rhodes 

Memorial, while the South African focused test is focusing on the 

Castle. Rhodes is quite distinctly a symbol of the British past 

of the Country, while the Castle can be seen as a symbol of the 

Dutch past of the Country. Although the Castle was taken over 

by the British when they occupied the Cape, the early history of 

the Castle is what is emphasised in the literature and that is 

linked to its Dutch occupation. As the seat of administration, 

the Castle existed as a symbol of the oppressive VOC's power in 

the early years of the settler community in the Cape. However, 

it appears that in the tourist literature of the 1920s focused 

on South Africa, the Castle is being used to represent something 

positive in the Dutch heritage rather than the British heritage. 

As Rassool and Witz suggest, the Castle existed at this time as 

a symbol of oppression to the growing Afrikaner Nation who 

concentrated on the Great Trek as their history. A positive 

image of a Dutch Castle, could not, then have been aimed at 

Afrikaans-speaking South Africans and it is strange that it would 

take precedence over a British site if aimed at English speakers. 

Possible, then, this reflects a mis-conception on the part of 

the authors or the Castle is being used merely as a vehicle for 

expression of a growing architectural interest. 

The next few decades show a fairly consistent mention of the 

building history of the Castle, with the importance of the Castle 

as an historical site almost invariably taking precedence over 

other information. By this stage, the Castle has been declared 

a National Monument. Works which deal with South Africa as a 

whole tend to mention the Castle briefly, normally simply that 
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it exists and would prove an interesting visit. The appearance 

of a number of purely pictorial guides in this period (a trend 

which continues into the 1990s) which include writing only as 

captions to the photographs, bring up an interesting point. 

Namely, that only one such pictorial publication was found which 

included a picture of the Castle. Cape Town photographed by 

Alice Mertens in approximately the 1950s (judging from the cars 

in her pictures) includes as the first picture in the book a 

black and white photograph of the Castle Entrance entitled "The 

Castle, Cape Town's oldest Building (1665-1679)". Other 

publications through to the 1980s will include photographs of the 

Union Buildings in Pretoria, the Monument to the French Huguenots 

and various streets in Cape Town. Groot Constantia is given a 

place as is the Appeal Court Building, but no Castle. The French 

Huguenot Monument is hardly more aesthetically pleasing than the 

Castle and there does not appear to be a general omission of 

historical sites or any overt political overtones. It could 

possibly be that the medium of photography is a freer one than 

text and the constant stereotyping of the Castle has taken away 

any freedom in expressing the Castle. It could be that the 

Castle has lost any meaning other than the standard images and 

information and leaves the artist without something to really 

express. Although these pictorial publications are also aimed 

at tourist, they are less tourist 'guides' than they are tourist 

'attractors' and as such encountering the entrance to the Castle 

or the Kat balcony in such a text, for any who are familiar with 

tourist guides would make such a text which attempts to portray 

the Cape in a less constrained manner simply another guide to 

another historical site. 

In the 1950s and the 1960s the use of Lady Anne Barnard and 

Anton Anrei th becomes more common as Guides appear to move 

towards a more people- than place-orientated method of 

advertising. This 'feminine' and artistic touch balances out the 

information on the building and softens the approach in 

representing the Castle. It goes beyond a simple inclination to 
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be more people-orientated, however. Lady Anne Barnard, for 

example, seems to have attracted an enormous following over the 

last 40 years. She lived at the Castle for a quite a short 

period of time, but during that time she wrote and sketched 

copious descriptions of the Castle which have become invaluable 

to historians. The value of her work, does not appear to be the 

appeal, however. D. Fairbridge suggests that memories of Lady 

Anne are "more agreeable" than stories of governors and a 

newspaper article suggests that she represents, as "the most 

charming figure in South African history", the opposite of the 

"martial atmosphere" at the Castle. 11 Gawie Fagan, the man 

responsible for the recent restoration of the Castle referred to 

the steps of the Dolphin Pool which he uncovered at the Castle 

as "the very ones Lady Anne's dainty feet must have walked 

down. "1 2 Lady Anne appears to have drawn a cult to her memory 

and from 1960 onwards she is an ever-present figure in the 

literature. 

1966 was an important year for the Castle as it celebrated 

its 300 anniversary of the start of the building and saw the 

publishing of two thick brochures on the History of the Castle 

and the Defence Force based there in commemoration and the Sound 

and Light Production of the Red Cross at the Castle. These 

brochures and the Drama all stress loyalty to the Republic of 

South Africa and the honour and glory of South Africa's past, and 

yet, this does not find its way into the tourist orientated 

literature. Guides focused on Southern Africa as a whole and 

aimed at foreign tourists, such as Southern Africa its Life and 

Scenery by T.V. Bulpin (1964) and This is South Africa by A.P. 

11 D. Fairbridge, The Castle of the Cape of Good Hop, (Cape 
Town, n.d.) 

"The 'Mike' is Visiting Cape Town's Castle To-Night", Cape 
Times, 20/11/1934 

12 G. Fagan, "Monuments and Modern Contexts: The Castle 
and Tuynhuis" UCT Extra Murial Studies Lecture Series Cape Town: 
The Public Face of the City (July-Aug, 1994) 
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Cartwright (1967) do not mention the Castle at all, mentioning 

the wildlife of Southern Africa, natural formations and buildings 

like Groot Constantia but no mention of the Castle even when van 

Riebeeck and the voe are mentioned. 13 The Cape Times Supplement 

The Republic of South Africa: the First Five Years 1961-1966 

begins with a picture of the Castle entrance14
, but like the 

similar supplement mentioned earlier, in 192615 sporting, 

industry and an "historic homestead" are mentioned, with no 

written mention of the Castle. In this decade it appears that 

no foreign readership publication mentions the Castle. In fact 

in the material there seems to be a predominating image of South 

Africa as a place either of grandiose natural formations or 

"natives" who are "wild and primitive" . 16 The Hopkinson book 

commissioned by the LIFE World Library takes a more realistic 

view of South Africa but is not a tourist guide as such although 

is does appear to be aimed at the foreigners view of South 

Africa. 17 It too does not mention the Castle. The exception to 

this trend in the 1960s is a guide aimed solely at South Africans 

The South African Holiday Guide - Especially for Africans, 

Indians and Coloured (1968). It includes a number of historical 

sites such as the Houses of Parliament, the South African Museum, 

the Malay Quarter, Rhodes Memorial and Groote Schuur as well a 

section on the Castle which mentions the 5 pointed star, the van 

der Stel Gateway and Bell as well as the Kat Balcony and Lady 

13 T.V. Bulpin, Southern Africa its Life and Scenery (Cape 
Town, 1964) 

A.P. Cartwright, This is South Africa (Cape Town, 1967) 

14 Cape Times, The Republic of South Africa: the First 
Five Years 1961-1966 Cape Times Republic Festival Supplement 

15 
1/11/1926 Cape Times, The Cape Times 50th Anniversary Number, 

16 Cartwright, This is South Africa 

17 T. Hopkinson and the Editors of LIFE, South Africa -
LIFE World Library (Nederland, 1965) 
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Anne Barnard. The entry comes across as if it where merely a set 

of facts about the Castle thrown together for the sake of its 

inclusion and fits in with the general disinterest that appears 

to prevail regarding the Castle in the 1960s despite 1966 being 

such an important year to Castle. In general, there is very 

little information on the Castle in the foreign-focused 

literature at this time and a minimal amount in the locally 

focused material. 

Tourist guides are put together to be re-used and possibly 

the events at the Castle in 1966 were too temporary to find their 

way into the guides. Further the Castle was in a state is 

disrepair at this stage, and it is doubtful that it would have 

presented much in the way of being a tourist attraction at this 

time. New legislation on historical monuments was pending for 

1969 and there had been no reply on proposed restoration work to 

be carried out on the Castle. 

The next three decades show the return to mentioning the 

importance of the Castle as an historical site, and the building 

history as well as continued reference to Lady Anne. The use of 

the Castle as a military base is often mentioned in foreign and 

local orientated publications. But even with the large 

controversy over whether or not the army presence is justified 

at the Castle in the last year or so, the Tourist literature 

remains untouched with the 1993\4 CAPTOUR Guide including the 

Castle in its 

Buildings" as 

section of "Monuments, Museums and Historical 

is traditional mentioning its historical 

significance, the building history, the names of the 5 bastions, 

the William Fehr Museum and the renovations with a list of 

visiting times as the almost casual and certainly oblivious to 

the debate, mention of the Castle as the Headquarters for the 

Western Province Army Command, citing the changing of the guards 

as a main attraction. 18 

18 The changing of the guards was re-introduced to the 
Castle on 6 April 1987 - "Geared For Change" Argus, 26/03/1987 
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It is not the place of Tourist guides to become involved in 

such debates, however, they are found in the newspaper articles 

studied earlier. Those newspaper articles also show that the 

debate surrounding the army's presence at the Castle has been 

going on for far longer, and it has never found its way into the 

tourist literature. 

Restoration work was begun at the Castle in 1969 and in the 

last 2 decades the Castle has been transformed into a magnificent 

site, it is understandable that the Castle returns in full force 

to the genre of 'tourist literature'. 

It appears that predominantly, the Castle is visited by 

tourists and holidaymakers, not Capetonians. 19 There does 

exist, however, one regular group of Capetonian visitors, namely: 

school parties. The perceptions presented of the Castle at 

school level are instrumental in shaping the Capetonians' view 

of the Castle. 

3.2: Textbooks 

Textbooks represent a significantly different genre of 

material to the 'tourist literature'. The authorship of such 

books are predominantly educationalist and most frequently 

teachers of the material being written. The readership is a 

captive audience of young students and the book tends to be the 

centre of an authoritative power structure built into the 

classroom. The focus is on educating a group of students on a 

set syllabus. The Castle plays a role in these textbooks and 

thus is active in forming an opinion in the minds of these 

children who will become the readership of the 'tourist 

literature' in years to come. The study here, then, is a more 

'grass roots' level and reveals the ideas and images accessible 

to the children and the intention of the authorship and syllabus 

19 Taylor, "Bared Roots" p.21 
Meltzer, L, quoted in Ward, "Liberating the Castle?" p.3 

59 



_..... 

writers. 

The textbooks studied displayed as stereotypical a set (and 

to a large extent, the same stereotyped set) of images as were 

encountered in the tourist literature. In terms of visual 

images, the Castle entrance and the Kat balcony dominated 

outright. The variations to this pair were further more limited 

than in the tourist literature, with the only difference 

appearing to be whether the picture is a photograph or a pencil 

sketch. The only exceptions found were the occasional pencil 

sketch of a plan of the Castle and one fanciful drawing of white 

well dressed men sawing down trees and transporting rocks for the 

building of the Castle. 

Stereotyping of written information was also found, again 

almost more apparent than in the tourist literature. The most 

common combination, often found when the Castle is not mentioned 

in great detail is the fact that van Riebeeck built a fort in 

response to his orders from the voe and that W.A. van der Stel 

imprisoned dissenting colonists in the Castle. Often here the 

terms "fort" and "castle" are used interchangeably. The second 

most common information given is a brief building history of the 

Castle and that is was built in response to a threat from 

overseas. In some textbooks, the Castle only gets a mention 

under sections on important men and woman of the Cape where Anton 

Anreith, Louis Thibault and Maria Koopmans de Wet allow for a 

mention of the Kat Balcony and the near destruction of the part 

of the Castle for train lines. Louis Thibault and Maria Koopmans 

de Wet do not appear at all in the tourist literature. Thibault 

and Anreith are always mentioned together, but Maria Koopmans de 

Wet stands on her own and seems to occupy the position that Lady 

Anne Barnard occupies in the tourist literature. Firstly Maria 

Koopmans de Wet' s role in the history of the Castle is in 

preventing a part of it from being demolished. The theme of 

preserving the past is quite a common in school history and 

possibly she would fulfil the role of introducing this aspect. 

It might further be that the 'Lady Anne' following is only among 
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adults and this is what the writers of the tourists guides are 

expressing. 

Just as a tourist guide relies on stereotypes, textbooks 

appear to be almost more reliant on standard images and sets of 

information. The tool of using repetition to aid learning is 

found throughout the textbooks studied. The predominant idea of 

the time periods studied appears to be that something is more 

easily remembered and thus better learned if it is repeated time 

and again in the same manner. As will be seen the information 

on the Castle is usually given at Junior School level, twice in 

that time, most often in Standards 3 and 4. At a Junior School 

level this repetition is found most strongly and the images and 

ideas remain narrow and this use of stereotypical images is seen 

throughout out the topics mentioned regarding South Africa, 

general history a well as more geographical topics (included in 

the earlier textbooks as part of Social Studies - a combination 

of History and Geography). Stereotyping appears to underpin the 

education process in these books. The fact that stereotyping 

exists then, is not in itself significant, rather those aspects 

which are chosen to use as stereotypes are the important aspect. 

Returning to a more detailed study: images appear to be 

unpopular in the pre-1950 textbooks and while they are used from 

then on fairly regularly they appear to gain more usage from the 

mid 1960's onwards. It can be noted as a general trend in the 

way textbooks are put together and does not seem to be peculiar 

to a representation of the Castle. The images appear to be very 

strongly linked to the information. When the information is 

about van Riebeeck and the Fort then plans and images of the fort 

appear, even when the information extends to the building of the 

Castle. The texts that deal from the start with the Castle tend 

to use the Castle entrance picture and when the emphasis is on 

architecture the picture ( if there is one ) is of the Kat 

balcony. The one unusual drawing is found in Schoeman, van 

Rensburg, Oosthuizen and Saks' Active History STD 3 (1981). The 

picture (mentioned earlier) of what appear to be white settlers 
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suggests very strongly that the labour force for the building of 

the Castle was white, well dressed and voluntary, which it most 

certainly was not. In 1981, then there appears to have been an 

effort to conceal the real source of labour (slaves) or to 

marginalise their role in this part of the Castle's history. 

This textbook also stresses the Castle as a "famous monument" and 

gives great detail to the achievements of settlers. While the 

textbook also appears to be quite British orientated and does not 

display an overt Afrikaner over English focus, there seems to be 

a clear bias towards white South Africans with not only the 

marginalisation of non-white South Africans but outright 

exclusion and alteration of the contribution non-white groups 

made to the very building of this 'famous monument'. If one is 

to consider the political situation, in terms of race relations 

in South Africa, in the early 1980s this does not appear 

surprising as an ever increasing amount of energy is put into the 

marginalisation of African contribution to the history of South 

Africa. This is not evident in the tourist literature, however. 

The tourist literature remains more neutral and much of it is 

also aimed at overseas readers who would possibly have been aware 

of a conscious marginalisation and not been impressed by it. 

Further the arena of education is a powerful tool in the hands 

of the political elite and it is not surprising to find the 

school syllabus' reflecting the dominant white ideology of the 

time. 

While there exists a set of stereotypical ideas in the 

written literature as well, they differ in a number of ways to 

the ideas presented in the tourist literature. For example, the 

common reference to W.A. van der Stel imprisoning colonists in 

the Castle finds absolutely no reference in the tourist 

literature. This occurs throughout the textbooks and it stresses 

the Castle more as a symbol of voe oppression that the more 

positive image found in the tourist literature. The Afrikaner 

Nationalist idea appears stronger in the textbooks and is 

probably the result of the authorship. The authors of the 
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textbooks are all, almost without fail, Afrikaans, while the 

authors of the tourist guides tend to have English names. 

Two examples were found which deviated from the standard set 

of information mentioned earlier. Both included the standard 

information, but as both devoted unusually large amounts of space 

to the Castle a larger amount of information was covered. Brits, 

Kloppers, Kruger and van Wyk's Sosiale Studies IV (1963) and 

Steyn, Kilian, Arendse and Heyl's Basic History 3 (1985) include 

between them a more detailed building history, information of the 

different parts of the Castle and a mention of the Castle's 

significance in South African history than was found anywhere 

else. The 1963 textbook mentions the Castle as "die hoeksteen 

van Suid Afrikaans geskiedenis" ( "the cornerstone of South 

African history") and the 1985 textbook goes into great detail 

on the Castle use for defensive purposes as well as a detailed 

history its administrative function. Like the 1981 text 

mentioned earlier (Schoeman, van Rensburg, Oosthuizen and Saks' 

Active History STD 3) the focus is on the Castle as a famous 

monument and on the achievement of settlers, this time including 

details on the governorship of the Dutch governors. 

There is a definite focus in terms of which standards the 

Castle is presented to. In High School literature there is very 

rarely as much as a mention of the Castle (except in the earlier 

textbooks, at the turn of the century) and the early Dutch 

History and obligatory mention of the Castle is kept to the 

Junior Standards where, depending on the series this history is 

normally covered twice between standards 2 and 5, although not 

normally as early as Standard 2. The information which is given 

is further tied to the section in which the information is given. 

For example, if it is under a section on van Riebeeck then the 

information is about the fort and why the Castle was built and 

if it is under architects then it is on the Kat balcony. 

Similarly, as shown, the standard images are also tied to these 

sections. Mention of the Castle tends to fit in the Junior 

School syllabus where there is inclusion of the early history of 
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South Africa and a mention of "important people at the Cape". 

The High School Syllabus tends to pick up with either the British 

occupation at the Cape or the Great Trek and does not include 

sections like 'important people' and consequently the Castle does 

not fit in to the High School Syllabus. 

At school, then, a specific set of images are presented to 

the children. Certain expectations and perceptions are created, 

which will have impacted on the further experience of these 

people as they become the visiting or non-visitng public of the 

Castle. 

The various perceptions elucidated in this thesis give rise 

to tensions the dialectic of which has been the subject of much 

debate and controversy over the last 70 years. An understanding 

of the forces which influenced the key players in the development 

of the current significance of the Castle, it is hoped, will lead 

to a better understanding of the forces which will influence to 

cultural significance of the Castle in the future. 
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