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This worksheet is set to aid students in understanding and applying logic to academic writing. Through a series of exercises, students will be tested on academic logic and inference which can be drawn from provided evidence. By the end of this exercise students should have a better understanding of identifying key information/evidence and making inferences about said information/evidence.
Activity 1
Logic building: Look at the factual statements and write a sentence in which you make a logical conclusion.
	
	Example 1
	Example 2

	Evidence/information
	· The Earth is a planet. All planets revolve around the sun. So, what can we say about the earth and the sun?

	· According to Transparency international, the state of Equatorial Guinea is ranked 163rdout of 177 countries on the corruption index. What can we say about Equatorial Guinea and corruption in the world? 


	Conclusions/inferences
	· Answer: The earth revolves around the sun.

	· Possible Answer: Equatorial Guinea is one of the most corrupt countries in the world.



1. On the Human Development Index (which measures human development globally), Niger is ranked 187th out of 187 countries. Moreover, out of 15 lowest ranked countries (172nd – 187th places), 14 countries are located on the African continent. What can we say about development in Niger? What is the state of development in Africa? 

2. Look at Graph 1 which displays how optimistic people are about the future of their countries i.e. what percentage of those asked said their countries were going in the right direction.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Source: Afrobarometer Round 5 Survey. ] 

a) Compare the data presented for Namibia and Cape Verde. What can we say about the relative optimism of the respondents in these countries? 
b)  Which is the more pessimistic of the countries: Egypt, Tunisia and Kenya?
c) On average how optimistic are African about the future, according to the data provided?Graph 1: Percentage of respondents who think their countries are going in the right direction as opposed to the wrong direction (Questions – do you think the country is going in the right direction?)


3. Development aid to Africa was estimated at approximately $91 per person. Development aid to Asia was estimated at around $41 per person. What can be said about the different levels of development aid to Africa and Asia? 

4. The table below displays the number of seats won by different South African political parties. 
a) Which political party won the most amount of parliamentary seats in 2014 and did that party gain or lose seat from the 2009 elections? 
b) Out of the ANC, the DA and the IFP, which party has gained the most amount of sets?
c)  How does the VF’s seat allocation differ in 2009 and 2014?
d) In terms of political party parliamentary representation, what is the biggest difference between the 2009 and 2014 elections?
	2009 parliamentary seat allocation per political party
	2014 parliamentary seat allocation per political party

	ANC
	264
	ANC
	249

	DA
	67
	DA
	89

	COPE
	30
	EFF
	25

	IFP
	18
	IFP
	10

	ID
	4
	NFP
	6

	UDM
	4
	UDM
	4

	VF
	4
	VF
	4



5. South Africa has a total population of 52.98 million people. According to Stats South Africa, Gauteng province (12.7 million people) and Kwa-Zulu Natal (10.5 million people) contain the largest shares of the country’s total population. What can we conclude from the evidence with regards to the population distribution in South Africa? 

6. Look at the table below, which shows how frequently people used media sources in South Africa in 2011.  What in your opinion is the most widely-used media source in South Africa? Justify your answer with evidence from the table (Note that there is no correct answer but you must justify your response). What media source is used the least by South Africans?

7. [bookmark: _GoBack]South Africa (Gross Domestic Product) had a GDP of $384 billion in 2013 while Nigeria’s GDP was $459 billion in the same year. In the same year Nigeria’s GDP per capita was $3010 and South Africa’s GDP per capita was $6618. What can we say about the relationship between the two countries’ GDPs and GDP per capita? In your opinion, which country is economically better off(use the evidence to substantiate your answer)?

8. The graph below shows the total number of soldier contributions by continent to United Nations Peacekeeping Operations between 1990 and 2013. Answer the questions below:
a) What do we see happening to soldier contributions in 1996?
b) Which continent was the largest contributor of troops/Soldiers in1994?
c) In 2012, which two continents were the largest contributors to peacekeeping operations?
d) Between the years 1990 and 2013, which continent do you think has played the largest role in peacekeeping? Use the table to substantiate your answer. 
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