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1 Prestwich Place is how it is 
vel'Oprne!lt. For the purposes of this 

mean the consolidated erven of the excavation site. 
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a decisjion was at Hc)w,:rrd 

time a mE!m()ri.u 

remains ge1rterated v~d,eslDre:ad interest resulting an InlterprE:!tation ...... o;;;.u,Lo;;;J. 

locusilng on Atriccms in an.cel;to.rs' stories were 

to to 

two are same 

commerce, racist 

at 
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in 

in 

were to 

in archaE!olc)gic:iil fI~seiarC:h'.3 

2 An initial ceremony was held two months earlier on 8, 1993 at the actual 
in New York The same leaders were present, and the ceremony 

included West African and dance. This was based on the recommendations of the 
Ste1erirlg Committee for the African Burial Ground to commemorate the transfer of the first set of 
human remains from the site to Howard The described above took 

on November 5,1993. 
Eplper~;on, Terrence 'The Politics of 'Race' and Cultural at the African Burial Ground 

EXI:;av;aticms, New York Bulletin 7. 
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4 The Ar'CmleOI02"Y Contracts Office is based at the 
SUS:talJrung contracts 

5 Plots are 'erven' in 
67710. 

'erf' "li •. 5 .... "" 

6 Chandra D 1998: 'If Bones Could 

The two erven affected 
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are a to 

at not 
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"' ..... LJv •• ~. it is 

the excavation were 4721 and 

nthl"O/JIJtOJt.3-', Vol. 7, No.1, p. 62. 
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7 Mlc;hru~l, 1994: 'The NY ABGP: An Examination of Enslaved 
Ancestral Ties' for in Our Hands: The African Burial Ground 
American Museum Vol. 2 
8 Rev. Michael w.· .. rI,,,,. COlll1nlUlllity ad1~ocates_ at meietrnu! at District Six MuseUlll in 
October 2004. 
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in a South African City: Town', in B. & Jones R 
run'lIm"" Aldershot: pps. 31 - 61. 
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10 The Dutch East India is referred to in various ways: the acronym 'DEIC', the 
Dutch acronym 'vec', or sometimes 'the ,In this thesis I will use 'vec', 
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IJU.U:I.LJ.UJ.li:> was set 

was a 

crews.,,16 

13 
.L>U/5U,'U "'V'_'~ur staked a claim for the British Crown at 

.L>.~m'''·A R & Gilomee H 1989 
Town: Maskew Miller LOllgrrlaD, 
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measures were 
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17 

P ..... nnp."" nn,p.r,:nv among VOC pmnl(',vP,"C:: 

or from uermatlY Holland 
:SClmama,Vla who were also seconded from VOC 

2001:5 Also see his of the term 'free' in the footnotes on page 1. 
20 1717 the decided to discontinue to the as wage 

labour had failed. 
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1989:78 
p. 447. These numbers also used in van der : ... U1"":"'"IJ Slaves at the 

their treatment and r.::u""ni:JU"~Un. 
1994:445. 
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29 1989:79 
30 The Dutch an in India when power declined towards the end of 

The Dutch took control as well as established at Chinsura in 
at Surat in 1661 had control of the Coromandel coast, and a 

cap1turirlg Cochin and and A. 1994: 
Schuter and Shooter 

31 See Shell a discussion of the decline of slaves from the Indian subcontinent. 
32 Robert 'Last Years of the Slave Trade to the 
The Economics 
212. 
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women 

men as women 

as men most more 

41 

deba1te on rel:lCl1lea a comment 

consensus was 

on 

owners were concer.ned 

38 peTS. comm. 
39 Also see Antonia Malan's work on domestic inventories and Town. 1821 the 
average number per house in Town was 11, of whom half were enslaved or had 
been slaves. 
40 van der p.38. 
41 These can make for the to test. Gender and age at death 

for would be able to further inform the evidence. 
42 See Ibrahim Rhoda's work on the Muslim communities of the Strand. 24 

p. 

no 
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not 
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one 

were 

were 

not contract 

is rare.46 

... au .. ,,,, .. and Irlpntll-v Creation at the of Good 1665 to 1840', 
"" .. , ..... .5, African Studies UCT 

2004:3. See also Gelman and Stoler viz. Batavian women and inheritance 
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to return to if 

nc'lrcE~ra·tea at 
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were to 49 

were was 

was 

47 See Elizabeth Jordan 2004: Culture and in Town: A 
Arc:naeOlOj?;lCal. Historical and Oral Historical 

p. 146. For an of 'Free Blacks', refer to James Arrn"trnn 

in The 1652 -1840. 
49 See Robert Shell's paper, 'Islam in South 1653 - 2001', to the Seminar on 
and Political Slave 23 March 2005. 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

was or 

to 

was sent to ~u,_<:n.<::u near prlesE~nlt-

it 

50 

at LOlostmtia 

LJ elrurLSula, even "51 

10 ... "", ...... ." to 

to 

was a 

were 

custom. 

50 Ibrahim Rhoda contests Yusuf's influence on the establishment of a Muslim at the 
...... 0' .... "'5 that while Yusuf did have a small at communication between Town and 

outoosts for Muslims was difficult due to VOC control of travel and communication between convicts and exiles 
were the first Muslims at the Rhoda also the of Javanese exiles to 

arrive at the Strand in the and the establishment of an Muslim there. 
51 Worden et 
52 Worden et 
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Cap'-~born creolE' slavE's WE'rE' 5OmE'times NindislinguishablE' in appearanCE' from their owners" 

(who themselves could hav~ 'OC""n fre,-~blacks or poor burgh~r5) and their "green-and-bluE' 

eyes" surpri'ied many visitors to thE' Cape.'" ThE' portrait of thE' Storm family (Fig. 1.2), with the 

distracted light-skinned slave child on UK, far right, illustraks this point. 

Figure 1.2. Portrait of the Storm Family, circa 1760. 

Robert Shell's graph (Fig 1.3) tabulates the growing percentagE' of kx::al births between thE' 17"' 

and 19"" centuriE's that contributed to thE' process of creolization. Although this graph prE'sE'nts 

croolization as a function of Cape births. it was al50 an on-f,oinf, 50CiaJ prOCE'ss . 

,. 
'Sholl, p. xxxi,' 

.... ",.""',, .... "" .">- 1.1. "o.;"",,~ "".. "" .. 

.... D"''''' .... 
P" .... ·"'~ """ ... ""'-"" .. " 

_ of, ..... _ .. 
\~"'" ",,"' ,'- "",. -.: . 
or .. ~.'"'" .""""". ~"' 

I , 

Figure 1.3. Percentage of Slaves locally born at the Cape, 1652 to 1&.'13 

25 
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Modern World: Colonial tra.n.'i:c~riTJlts in South 
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61 From the voe East of the medical presence 
here. Town continued to be .... ~," .. ti .. rI station the British into the 

crew members and ..... cA._.J were often buried en route, ruULIUL'l",Jl if far out to sea, many had 
ocean burials. 
63 Martin & Ann Markell ru'vU .. "'UIU/;.J! in the Western The South African 

Goodwin Series Vo. 
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64 Worden et 
65 Ibid 

1999:79. 

66 rm~>trOln2. 1989:83 
67 Ibid 
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71 Ibid 
72 J. & G. Cox 2003: 'What can science tell us about 
slaves at the , Science in 

two-more 

•• "69 

were to 
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at a 
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to at "72 

1993: 'An Historic Skeleton From the 
South 

bone chem}!,try to lOenmcy 
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et 1993:89 
74 See Andrew Bank 1991: The Decline of Urban at the 1806-1843. 
75 Robert Shell is of this and has contested Bank's work. 
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was 
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in aneOlolca 

at an area 
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79 Worden et 
80 Worden et Anders A voyage to the of Good 

Town 1973-5157 and n.63 
PW and Gelfand M 1971: South Its medical 1652-

p.55. 
82 Cobern Street excavation a Khoisan burial with associated etc. These 
sand dunes have much related to human of coastal zones in southern 
Africa. See Heather and Glenda Cox MA theses on Cobern also Alan Morris 1997. 
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Figure 2.1. 1858 Shoreline, with Prestwich Street site circled, The 1858 shoreline would have 
already been modified from the 17" or 18" cenhuy coastline through the processes of df'liberate 
Will, rubbish dumping. and soil rnn-off over the course of settlement. 

Prior to EUrop"ffil presf'.llCe at the Cap~ and the subsequent formal layout of the to"~l 

boundaries, the 'city bowl', was a part of the Khoekhoen cultural and buriallandscap". An 

exc~valion under 1'flh c~ntury housffi in 1994 at Cobern Str""t, just a cily block north of the 

Prestwich site, uncovered burials wruch included the remains of four individuals displaying 

Khoekhoen char~cterislics and who were burif'd in customary upright and fIex~d position" 

During the colonial period, the dunes of this area also provided easy disposal for small pox 

fatalities, ex..cuted criminals, suicide deaths, or shipwreck victims. Bone chemistry analysis of 

the human remains from Cobern Stu",! substantiated tins diversity. Isotopic signatures have 

suggestf'd that a number of individuals uncovered from the Cobern Street site lived in tropical 

climates for ti,e first part of their lives, spending their later years at the Cape, consistent with 

13 Morn'. A.G ond D. l:,,,,,",-nl 'The Cob"m Strttl. Cem"ery: Using cranial variation to reconstnxl 
lne hio\":,;ical diwT<il, of the cumm,", propl~ of 18" cemu; CaJl<' T o"n'. Paper pres~m~d 10 lk 
F'o.Lrth W mid Archamlog,)' Congress, Llniy~rsit: of C~Jl<' To"n. 

34 
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what one would expect from victims oithe 81ave trade. Furthermore, a number of individuals 

had isotopic signatures consistent with that of Europems, as well as those born and raised 

locally at the Cape.'" 

As the settlerroont grew, physical definition of the town b~'Came mOre pronounced. TIle dune 

cordon On the w""tern side of the town WaS referred to as a 'wasteland' and the activities 

occurring there would have l __ n s""n a. being 'outsid~ of civilized town life. In light of these 

conceptuali1.ed spatial boundaries, it is no 8mprise that the outer gallows, or 'Gallows Hill' was 

located on a hill among the dunes beneath Signal Hill: 

"During the period 1680 to 17% almost one slave per month was publicly executed in 

C3pe Town .. In on~ 1721 example, drawn from a rather full Cape chamber of horrors, 

the comt sentenced Franc:iscus Xavier v~n Trmquebar to be crucified upside down md 

for the coup de grace to be 'withheld; at death, the Caffers were to drag the cadaver 

'backwards and forward.' through the main byways and str~ets of Cap" Town, '-"king it 

to the outhkirts of the town (at the present day tr~Hic headqu~Tter8, Gallows Hill, Green 

Point) there to be hanged, first on a wh",,1 and then on the gallows, "and tlwre to be left 

until the' birds of the heavens and the air itseli consume the body"" 

Most sentences deer.,...'" tlliIl the guilty person should be taken to the pl3ce where cOllul1unal 

sentences are usually executed and th~re be "punish~d until dead."t1.' Thus, the punishm~nt 

would be carried out at the main execution grOlmds in town near the Castle representing 

society's foundation md core, but then the corpse would be drap.ged thro~gh the streets "Lo the 

outer place of exec~tion""" (Gallows Hill, Green Point) and left th~re to decompose befor~ tak"~l 

" Cox, G.,). Sealy, C. Schriro & A ViOlT;'. 2001: 'Stable carlxm and nilmgen ;<owpic analy,e' ol'lhe 
lUlde,,,b,, ~t the coloni'l C,p" of Good Hop< in l~ I ~~ ond I 9~ "emur;«·. Wnrld Arc/wenlngy: Th~ 
Arch"eolo7J' o(SI"",,), 33( I}: 73·97. 
" Sh<II. 1 ~4: 193. GL>!";n~ vex: 4091 (12421. 
., Wo<den. N and Gro"n~"aki 2005' hivh of Slu"~r!' Selec1ed Doc"m,,," concerlling SI([>'es /rom 
'he Crimi>wl Recol'd,' oflhe Coun6! of JuJ!j,,"i' ,,/!he C"pe alGood Hope, 1 ~05 - 179< 
" loKi 

35 
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down and buried. As a rna.tter of expediency. it can hO" assumed lhat lhose less fortunate souls 

whn spent their final intimate momenL, with the hangman at the Gallows, 'wr~ buried nearbv. 

Accmding to iVorden lIIld Gr""newald. "IX>ing dragged to the outer gallows and huried there 

h€neath it was eSp<"Cially dishonnurable punishment."'"' The cnnnection t:..-tween the two 

gallows was highly symbolie Physically mO\'ing t:..-tween the twn spaces meant a literal 

removal of the offender from the town, in effect cleansing the town from the pollutant. The 

spatial division t:..-tw....,n town and periphery wa. imbued with meaning with regards to exile 

and nlection from Cape society. 

The Cape settlement underv>'ent a slow but steady evolution into a town. The 1731 census 

recorded a tntal population of just over.>OOil people, overwhehningly :mal~, with 45% slav~s or 

prisoners. There were 959 Cnmpany employees, not quite double the numh€r nf Company 

slaws (585). Free burghers and free blacks were the sE."("ond largest ("ategory, at 7~5 total. with a 

IJrge nmnher of private slaves (767) and ImntlielC>l accom\ting for 80.'" The early Dutch I ast 

India Cnmpan}/s flagging profits and early setbacks meant that Cape Town of the early 18'" 

centurv lagged behind the cosmopoIit,m bustle of trade centers in the Ias\. l\igel Worden 

descrih€s it as "still a rdatively primitive place. whose outward image of neaL and whilewashed 

houses concealed a less organi7.ed and pleasant reality_" '" 

'" Wordon, N ..,d (iro<Il< wald. Trial" o/Siavery 2[t()~_ This can rais< p,,,,lic{ioos for the archaeology, 
os refiec1< J in the mod< oj" burial. It woul,l be a fascinating stll{ly to {est if {he a,d •• ology can 
discrimin.l< hel ",,,,, n -Jisi'lonoun>blo' death ami death by natural proc <ss for the.,e ca"", for <~.mp "' , 

h<lII< analysis can deciph." tho mJlkings ofbirds and ,ca>'<nge.-, which may I",,_,ibly o1kr an 
interpretation for mod. of death, 
", ""'orden, et all'N'l:~D 
'"', Wo"don et a 1'N'l, 
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Beyond Buitengracitt - Greell POIllt ,11 the Sel'rnteenth Cwtury 

The l'eld behind the Company garikns was gold lind 11'11; Ie with spnng flowers. They l!lcked ."'"", 

and walked llimugiJ lhe flrrwe,. to lile ouler canal al lhe ""'.,le", edge ollhe 1m"", loUo",j"g from 

there tlie stream to the sell, as for as tlie slm>es' gfll1'eyard, wliere they placed flowers OJ! Jan Vo,s 

gmvl'. SoN'" grm>es had a sfone at tile head, bllt not OM hnd any ;n5mp1;0" ... riU'y ll'alked ,til! 

furthEr ou I.,h!e II", tow/!, paM th" ,I",/ler> of Immele" Hottentot, at th" du ne, .. On tile />eaciJ to 

til<' ngM of them stood the gallows and wheel of the outer jU5tice, where the exewted Were 

displayed. TiU're were 110 wrpsrs, but titree large Cm"'-' examilted tJl<!lII frOIli tile crossbcam as ;f 

taking 1I",;r measurt.'nll'J!t,. In front 01 th" galla"" lay a va,t vlei, thickly 'prinkled with tl", 

",hite dol., of lmter hyll,cinth5. " 

An early (undated) rr<'ndl map mak",s r",l~r~nce to the flanks of Signal Hill as the location of a 

'Hotkntot' (Khot'khoen) villag'" (rig. 2.2) \Vhile it is c~rtain th~t the KhoeSan used these dlln~s 

for living plan-s as well as the disposal of their de"d "s noted previously, this map is the only 

do,:um~nlmy evidence of th~ existence of it KhoekhO<.'n S<.'HlemenL Th~ issue her~ is that 

Kh""khoen "nd Sim btrrials are part of a very "ilf~renl (ullmal landS<'ar~ and sequ~lX'" thai 

shared the Siune geography as the 'hislorkal' vex: p~rjod. How~wr, to dale, tlw ability to 

identify [IIld separ«te this wmponenl from th~ historir burials has 1_n r",laliv~ly sl[cc"'ssful 

It is not known wh~ther ti,e Fr~l1<:h map waS merely a retrosp~di\!~ arlislir ~mbf,l1jshmenl. or" 

literal Rene witnesS<."(i by th", map arlist. A Khoekhoen settleIIU-'nt on what w"s to bemme the 

outskirts 01 Caf"" Town, past the 'wastelimd' of what would lx'Come Grf'0211 Point, would not 

ha\!~ 1_n improbable. Aummts from the 16Ll, (enlury explidlly m~ntion a group 01 

Kh""khoen living itt the mouth of the Salt Wver (tlw silR of the doomed Portuguese on-shore 

expedition). The indigenous Khoekhoen would rove ~xploitl'<l the good grazing ground in lhe 

" Sioigh. 2004:507. Thi, i, ~ r .::(jo".1 Lzod de;;c,j['A:ion of the Kh,,,,khnon .-ill'go. p""ihly ha,.d on 
thi' "mo French map. 
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area before displacement by European settlement."' . Upon the establishment of Vex:: interests 

at the Cape, expansion of setLlement activities forced the Khoekhoen further &om the town. 

This started the unequal trade exchanges while concomitantly increasing their dependence 

upon the settlement as they were often plied with drink and other 'desirables', as payment in 

kind for livestock and produce. 

, 

Figure 2.2. French Map of Table Bay scttler=nt (Cape Town), approximate date c. 1700. 

Khoekhoen ('Hottentot') village circled"'. 

" V.n Riebccck .1'0 rerognized and took advanta2' of {hi, topO!!T"Ophic leature I,,, hi, own li,'e,iock 
"Hooch"r, M.tId Ptnn, N (ed,) 1992: B1'imm at tho Capo 1795 I R03. Hough{on. SA. BrcnthurSt 
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Beyond Builengmclit - Thl' Eightfmth Century 

Gr~tl Paint was largely undeveloped dming- tlw 17" century and "the ground cotlsisted of 

windblown sands about 1.3 m thick that lie Otl atl ancien! hard gmvel and clay layer. People 

were clearly using th~ site as the surface sands were soft Em<i could probably be dug hy the 

naked hand or "ith simple tools such as spades."'~ TIle oor;"l grounds unearthed at Prestwich 

Street would have beetllocated "ithin this getleral 'wasteland' oftetl mentioned in jourMls Emd 

early descriptions. 

TIle Chavolllle.' Battery was constructed between 1713 Em<i 1720, which served as" prison, sli",e 

quart~rs and military bam'cks. A milita:ry cemetery (SohllUllen kl'rklwl! mn be identified On maps 

just after this date, as a r('Ctang-Ie on the settlement's outskirts, pl"ced at an odd 45-degree angle 

!a the rest of the to,,'fl. This cemetery is assUIIlEd to be associ"ted with the consbud:ion of the 

Ba tLery, although th~ exact date of its establi.hment i .• yet lUlkrnm'fl.'" 

No docum~tllation exists to identify slave burial grounds; there is only anecdotal evidence on 

the nalure of hurial, rather than the 10""OOn. Initially sbves were buried in gunny >KIcking- or 

blankets, but after 1710 Lodge slaves who died had to be huried in coffins.'"' Yet. during periods 

when mortality rates were exceptionally high, hlankels continued to be us~d. When 2(XJ of a 

total of 570 Lodge sla,'",; died during- the 1i13 s=,ilpox ep;demic reSOmCes were stretched Em<i 

when plMlks were USl"'-'! up, the dead were huried without coffins. In 1715, an aggri~wd 

grawdigger tlamed Adolph Bergers complained that bmghers were undermining his job by 

'" 110ft. Tim. 'Appendi' 2, Technical Report OIl Archaoole>gical EXcJyariOll' at Prestwich Place. Green 
Powt C~pe Town', Mohaeolog; C OIllTacl' Off!<e. UCT, Unpublished report. 11 August 2003. 
'" Antonio Molan, pe". COmm . 
.. Laidler, P.'V. & \.\. Gelfand Mini :55 
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burying their own slaves themselves in "a slovenly manner" '" and the shallow holes resulted 

in exposure of the bodies, to be eaten by "hyaenas, jackals and dogs"."" 

Otto Friedrich Mentzel. who lived and worked at the Cape, provides an imporlanl pass.gc' me a 

burial ground in the 1740s: 

" ... situated between the Castle and the town, towards the mountain side, but,. with the 

expansion of the town, another cemetery was formed on the west side facing the Bay 

and near to the big battery. Near thi.o; cemetery are also found the vaults for the graves of 

the Chinese who had been banished to the Cape. In the same locality is situated a burial­

ground for slaves, as well as the wheel and the gibbet, upon which the condemned ar~ 

carried after sunset from the usual place of eXKUtiOn.,,99 

Menzel also comments: "The Consistory charged 50 Cape gulden for a burial plot In lhe 

clmTChyard; the amount was douhled for a fweigner or One who had died on board ship. There 

was anoth~r c~metery for those who could not or would not pay this fee," 

This passage gives insight into life at the Cape towards the mid-18th century and observes that 

shipboard deaths also contributed burials to this area, What the documents and maps make 

clear is that your status, religion, position and wealth whether as a permanent resident of the 

Cape, or someone who was in transil, determined where you were buried in the 18" century, 

either inside or outside the bOW1ded official cemeteries. 

Aft"r Ow 1755 smail pox epidemic, the established cemeteries overflowed and a new cemetery 

was 01*nEd, on a plot of land just adjacent to II", SoIdna/e~ Kerklwf, but On the town side. '·When 

Existinf, buri"l ,>;Immds filled up it was necessary to open new ones near the sea (later known as 

" Ibid 
90 Ibid 
'" M.Dtze~ Ottu 1921: A Geogn1phical and Topograp;,;cal Description of the CI1[Je of Good Hop<;. p. 
m 
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Somerset Road). Corpses had been buried abov~ COll'seS not yd decompmed, reducing the 

}">OSsible d~pth ofbmi,'} ,md musing" terrible stench,"'OO 

A 1i67 voe plan provides more resolution and shows two rectangular graveyards a short 

distance from the shoreline, one for burghers and the other for slaves (the ClUTent day Green 

Point area)_ Gordon's 1i90s panorama (Fig. 2.3), shows the area just adjacent to the wall~d 

cemeterks "s marked 'slmwer! wgmafplaa/s' (slaw burial ground). Many of th~ contempm",)' 

illustrations such as dr"wings by Jollium~s Schumacher (Figs, 2,4. 2.S) show oblonp; ffii>rkers 

outside of the walled c~'ffieteries that pr~sumably indicate th~ '>rm of informal buriaL 

Figure 2,3. Gordon's Panorama of Cape Town. 179{k 'Slave burial p;round' (circled) is located 
outside of the walled military and burger cemdelies.'"' 

'00 L.idl.r & Gelfand 19i 1 :57 
IO'(AAG714638 
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Figure 2.4. Johmmes Schumacher 1786, View of Cape Town with Lions Head (and rump). Note 
ChavOlUles Battery in fOTCgrOtmd, Official Vex:: and DRC cemeteries circled. 

Figure 2.3. View of Table Bay, Johmmes Schumacher, 1786. Arrow points to the Vex:: militia 
and DRC graveyards, the informal burials are just adjacent (drded) 
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Beyond Bultfllgmcht - The NIneteenth Cl'11.tu.ry 

19" centur} Cape Town exp€rienced a population lx-.om and Slrained beyond the 'builfll' 

boundaries a, pres,ure intensified for "more housing, warehou,ing and commercial 

development.""'''- The Burgher Senate initiMed formal development with a land survey, and 

acted On plans for new roads and building lots at the base of Signal Hill, By 1818 Presrn'ich 

Street ami sewral other new ,treels in this designated area had been laid out (Fig. 2.6). 

:' " , 

; _~4.I,-'i",d;: 
, /:,." 

.~,~/.-. '/ 

, 

'." .. "", 
,,,--.. _.-.-...... _. 

Figure 2,6. ~fap of Cape Town, circa 18x), The urb~n edge of expansion (what would become 
known as the are~ of Green Foint) was becoming defined by this lime. The city block bounded 
by Prestwich and Napier slreets is dearly marked on this map (circled). 

A map of the Green Point area in 18% (Fie. 1.7) iIlu.tratcs the changing urban edge definition, 

with new streels and development marked. A paupers burial ground (the title of the map) i. 

marked is as a nebulous 'cemetery' on the periphery of the town', expansion. 

101 Malan, A. Sit< His/ory of Cobern Sired (unpuhli-'hcd report). 

43 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

Figure 2.7. C. J Grey's sketch uf Gre~"Il Puint and paup~ ... 's burial grmmd, 1836. Arrow puints tu 
Prestwich Str~'Ct erv~"Il. 'PauIX-r'" c~"ffietcry· is circled.'''' 

Beginning in 1817, Green Point plots were demarcated and snld. The title deeds to these '~roen' 

(plot,) transferred hand, quite uften. The area bounded by Prestwich, Schiebc, Napier and 

Alfred Streets would have be~"Il just outside uf the walls uf the Soldtlten Kerkhoven, the uld 

military cemdery. 

As the urban expansion moved towards (and indeed, ml"r) this 'informal' burialland,cape, it 

brought the nature of burial, in the Green Point area intu focus. In response to the public uutcry 

I'J' CA MI /571 
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not 
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area. 

own 

it is '"'::>''+''"111''1 

as a 

104 Town Gazette 31 

town 

104 

own as 

on 

Marishcha1l964: Under Lion's Head: Earlier 
D4lA"'Jllla, p. 

105 It is unclear if these were Khoekhoen or informal burials of the Dutch 
106 CA Church records VI 116 in 'Phase 1 Ar(:ha€~lc,e;ica1 ofland in 
the South African burial 
... r'>1"I!O,,.,,,rI for Grinaker prCI1ects 

are 

a 
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to 

"'uJt:, ...... , .... '" trE~e(101n on 

was aoco:ml,rune~a two SDE~CltlC to a 

"108 

more 

hei51l<itea as was 

I ULJ'I}U:,ltC their 
in Tana Barn has been documented. The Chinese cOlmnlUlllity 

...... '1"'."' ..... to 

describes a Chinese 
defines the area 

The 
Town has been 

written on James In my research I have come across some ; ... t,.~"",h""", 
Muslim Chinese and use of the interment architectural called a 'kramat' in their burial 
tradition in the East similar to the 'kramats' of the the 
immediate scope of this an into shared Islamic tradition between the Chinese and other 
Muslims from the East Indies would be merit and interest. 

108 
n.\;'llllH1L, 1985: The Town: Committee for the Preservation of 

on 

as 
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remainder was r~tained by the h05pit~I."" The small se<'tion reS<'rved for the hospi40l was 

hopelessly overcrowded, but still l"e('eived more than 150 burials bdwL'Cn 1842-1844, that 

induded seventy drOV>'lWd seamen from !:he wreck of !:he Waterloo.'lO 

Figure 2.S. Map of church cemeterie5 in G,,,,,n Point. Pre5twich Stred sitlc highlightedl11 

The interu;ification of the shipping industry and the upgrading of wharf service5 ~lso added to 

the pressures of developrn.ent. The north wharf opened in 1840, and parliamentary 

authorization for the construction of a breakwater and new harbor was passed in 1~57. Because 

of this focu5, residenti~l and commercial development then exploded hew;""n Somerset Road 

and the dock area. However, it still took S<'wral decades for the [-'re5w;ich St,",-'Ct erven to be 

completely capped by building5. Tl", devdopITl<-'1lt On these erYen is illustrated by the following 

sequence of 19th century town surveys (Figs. 2.9 and 2.10). 

10< Loos, Jackie, 'Digging into the cily·' post'_ Cupe Argu'-, w.d. AUBU'16. 2003. p. 11 
110 Ibid. 
'" CA F 14Wl (vol. 411111143) 
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fiif,ure 2.9. William Ilarclay Snow', Muni~ipal Plan of the Cily of CaP<' Town, 1&>2, with 

Prc"twich Street erven highlighlf'd. r\ oIF the open "pac~s bct,\'l'~'11 building •. 

• 

" • • -. " 
"0 

" 

Figure 2.'10. Walter Thom's 5uI'vev circa 19\):,) (but surv"y~d in the 1890s) ~karly show, W",t 

Stl'e~t dividing th" biock. Iloth erven are nearly completely developed. 
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cOilSeqwmt severe overc:rowclin.t! cerrleteries in 

to petlitiOllS 

to at .,., .. l~Ht' de,ba1:e eltlSuled over 

areas 

cralwcied state grO,unli1, to general rhe~torlc 

was pr()mlLd~;atE~d in reSpOltlSe to 

identified grc1und in Malitlamd in 

gr()Uflds were reJ:'or1:edJly e,dlUlIned renlaUlS were relc)cated to 

area 

were de!sigJnat:ed as 'Disus:ed' 

infornnal int,ernn.erlt .,., . .,.,.,.., .. ",,,:>,,, on delnalrcalted 

in areas w()Uld 

112 Bi<~kfordl-Slrnith. Vivian 1995: Ethnic Pride PrE~iu,,(ice in Victorian 
p.l00. 

100 - 103. 
lVH;lIH1Y, l'IJoeleeln, ']3re:ak:iing 'New Ground' the case Town's Tana Bam Burial 'U"''''''..., 

for the Associated exhlibil:ion of the work at the DU"l'\..W1U lVlusleunll, 2001. Also see Achmat 
Davids The and The n l.'''''' 1/ 

A 

illustratlllg P()litic:al dissafisfa<:tion in the 
"'" .... ,." the Muslim burial site of 

Historical ba(;kgrolmd 

relinqluis:hulg claims to the Somerset 
rugglIllg up our cemeteries? 
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were: 

to answer 

1\._'-" .. u,,, ..... ,<::'"-'- a common or 

an ....... """"n1~" a U:lUJl<::.!.'")!,'" to 

to counter sees an 

was autonomous 

their own 
UHH\,;'LAU) cOInmurucating among themselves and with their 

emierl~ed - in fact there were two. Some slaves used a form of 
..... ,·~i~t .. rl thI'ouQ'b,rmt the . - most slaves and masters 

51 

or 
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,,116 asserts 

can occur at 

an a 

can to 

1"'11".,,,,,,,';0 an 

as it 

.LUlU ..... ,",' .... to 

movements was 

same IJCJLLVU. 

..... T'1rU,."" Enslaved Africans in the African -'-''''''1-1'1'' , in lal'.'nnm in the 
p.2. 

fU\;W1'I;;Ul'lIgy of in North America'" Annual Review 
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as current OCllltlCcU 

means ... v, ..... c."' .... on lni-",rnT,phn 

it was not 

J 18 This kind Cultural Resource .. L ....... C"' ....... 'u is considered to be a 'mixed 
for African-American as noted While it is now necessary to 

facilitate studies of sites which would have most never made it into the academic arena, the 
nature of contract work is limited in scope, data """ .... ,", ........ , and p. Prestwich Street 
is also characterized these but has also ..... ''''''1'''<1 

and gov,ern.rnenltai ~lrticipat:ion. 

sites 
states that 'sites to 
included in the National Estate and can 
the site to define the and "'''Y'l'ITnPfp'N 

we have seen at Prestwich Street. 
120 Th . th e notlOn at ,"UJUIJ.<;;A 

tthT'",,,.h te:xtlJlomcs and so 
This was enabled 

at liberal universities were 
Martin 1987: 'Hidden 
":>LUIUi";". UCT and Nick Shc'Dnc~r(1. 
for African UCT. Since the end 
"".!:.llll',llll5 to be valued in the 
and to the democratization of the 
new issues which continue to pose "''''''''-'''E,'-'' 

~'''-~''3 led to ... ,.".hl"· .... " 

, which can be a very sensitive area as 
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as: contexts 

status 

a on 

to "'"' Ill"'" 

a new 

121 •. n1'l'. ..... '''' ... 1995: 123 
122 as was outlined in 1, had an ovc~fV\rhelming 

urban. An established 
... " • ..,.,.I1,m:n of the U.S. is very 

from West and Central Africa. A 
while in 

were not 'black' and 'white', but 
Town: 

"The main r"tp"""ri •• " 

'Christian' and 'heathen'. rU.,UV'''J;;.lA the emlmas:ls 
cultural assimilation rather than racial status. The corlcel:n 
did not emerge until the mid-nineteenth " p.69 

123 SingJe1ton, 1995: 131 

is 

.121 

at 
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"125 ..... " ..... ' ........ 

IJ LLl.u:lJL., is 

restrictions on 

use 

to context. 

is is not a is no 

were on 

124 Also see The Edited Randall H. McGuire & Robert 1J',",mt.~ .. 
va.UlU'UU.l<.". Mass: Basil 1991. Beth Ann Bower's 'Material Culture in Boston: The 

55 in calls for historical to be alert for variation 
in the material culture of African-American urban in the slave 

1995:134 
126 Limitations on research have been in effect 
__ ~ .... a.,+, •• _ skeletal basic anatomical 
.......... nv"" .... "J as well as bone ............. '",.. which would indicate 
environmental influences. This will be eXlllOlrea further in later Please refer to Ap'peltldlX I, 
Letter from the South African Resource 2005. 
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"128 

on ...... '0<>1'0('1 no 

" ..... IV"'U.Ul"' .... into a common 

to it is to a 

127 It is that domestic slaves lived in the homes of their owners, to the 
'mixed' nature of these residential areas of this 
128 p. 155 
129 p.156 
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"131 asserts: 

Cl.ef;t:1.rleCl. to a 

context. 

QUlC ...... .u,lI. y in 

as 

at the 1806 to Centre for African 
He also states in his endnotes that this view 

ac(:eDltable aDlong historians of this He mentions SpeClI1lCalllj! 
rm:str(mg and Worden's UD(1atedversion of 'The Slaves 1652-1834' as well as Robert Shell. 

1991:99. 
1991:100 

sources, 
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Mcld;:;lgasc<u or a"' .... " ............. 

a 

it was 

It to a or 

masters or 

CUL' .... a.L"'''' into a nOm()gE~mZa1tlOI 

poltential to or rnnn",. 

133 Worden et 1999 
134 See Sian Jones 1997: The Arir:n"eoLOJ!.~ 
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135 This is true if the slaves were not Muslim. If the slaves did 
the of the Muslim to the person in accordance with the 
136 1991: 128 
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145 See Bickford-Smith 1995. 
146 Worden et 1999:36 
147 M\.)U40 .• bOlS. SlllDpson 22 1901 
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Figure 4.1. Il'.:SERT: Aerial photograph of Cape Town, Enlarged view of Groen Point with 
thE' location of J.rt.nilO . .'ologkal .. xcavation.<; ili,;cw.oeJ in the I.e){!. (Photo from Google Earth) 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

Cobern Street (1994) 

Cobern Street, just one block north of l\"apif'r and ["restwich streets, expo5ed what Wf' now 

know to ly a conlinuous burial horizon between the two sites, although this was unknown 

itt the time (Fig. 4,1). The exposed graves "cle,uly repreSf'ntf'd a small portion of whal 

rem,rinffi tmexposed."'';' The developer agreed to a systematic f'xcavation, "despite the flKt, 

a~ yf't, the site was not protf'Cted undf'r the National 'vtonuments Act t\o 28 of 1969, as 

amended (however, once exposed, the skeletal material was protected under the Human 

Tissues Act of 1983, ,,05 ,uncnded)."lS> An eIIK'Igency salvage excavation unearthed 

approximately h5 burials, representing 121 individuals - both of historic ~nd prehistoric age. 

The historic burial grounds Wf're conservatively datf'd to the 18'" cf'ntmy;". Thf' Khoekhoen 

burials date to c l(XXI AD, and arf' unrelatf'd 10 thf' historic burials. 

The Cooc'In Street burials generated much publkity and public debate that presaged events 

at Prestwich Str~'Ct. Dilling 1995 ,md 1996 a group of bioanthropology sp<.'Cialists an"lyS<.u 

and interpreted the bmials ,UK! materi"l culture from the site. A period of intensive research 

on the underciass of Cape Town followed, resulting in several p"pers ,md two MSc theses 

on the subj~'Ct"". TIle IIlitjority of papers emphasized the physkal anthropolop;y and 

"detailed the historic background of the co[lE'Ction, agf' and sex distribution.~, 

palaf'Opatholor,ical f'valuation, and df'ntal health and practices"" '. 

L>L Apolletlliet, H: D, Hallon, T, llan, A, Malan, A. MOlTis, 'Report on Die Exc"''''tion ofau ISth 
Centllr) Buriol Ground at Croem Stroot, Cape T ownc. UnpubTi"'od R<port. p .. 2 
,<1 A pollooio ot ai, p. 1, 
AISQ,t~ no", NO/ioual Heritago Re"'lUrce, Act "a, no! pr<K1lulg.ted until 1'i99. 

'" A con,on'ati\,o dato mnge givon ;n Apolk>!l;O" tho'i' o{L [he Cobern burial ,;te is ""T>(l later than 
1755 to about 1817. (J< ,om~wha! earlier, "ben the land w"' prepared fOT doveklpmcnL", p. 84. 

,,. See Hemhor Ap"llonio 1'198. and Glenda Cox 1999, ~ relalod publications; Cox, G .. ], Sellly, C 
Shrire & A Mom. , 200 I 'Stable carb<1'1l and TIilTogon i~(",ic analy,e, oflho uOOeTcl"" at tho 
coloni.1 Cape of Good Hope in <be 1 S~ .nd 19- centuries'. World _~nha"ulugv: lne Archaeology oj 
Slav",,' 33(1): 73-97 

L" Apollooio ot at p, 3, 
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'/ictorifl Junction (1996) 

The Victoria Junction site 'was on land that had once been Anglican and Elx~1ez~r cemffi'ry 

ground (Fig, 4.1). A "'significant iUl10unt of disartlculakd oonesN 
wer~ found despite 

archival ~vidence that the burial.. had b<>en exhumed c. 1900. ,,.; TI,e ArchaE'Ology Contracts 

Office suggested that ~xhumation '"only took place on mark~d graves ,TI,.. ab-ence of grave 

lllilrk~rs could have been due to the markers having been remo\'ed previously oT th.~t the 

graw .• were simply umnarked (unlikdy if buried afkr 1832), The oth~r possibility is that 

these graves are unmarkoo because th~y pr ..... date the Anglican cemekry."ll' It is more than 

likdy that the 'formal' Anglican and Eb<>nez~r church~s interred ruiies into ground that 

alreadv contained unmarked historic burials. 

Victoria and Alfred '''iate~fnmt - Marina (201XJ) and Briti," Petwleum Site (2003) 

Th~ discovery of hU:rn.U1 remains at the \Vaterfront indicated the variable quality of 

exhumation a<ld :relocaLiO<l procedures in the early 190h. In the casc of the fOrIner 50uth 

Afrkan Missionary Society cemetery. no human rem"ins wer~ found during test pit 

exc"vations in 1996. Howe\'er, in the Waterfront Marina in 20X), a high number of generally 

intact remain, were discovered and disinterred by archaeologisl~ (Fig. 4,1). These remains 

weye id~ntified as being part of the "'mas,;"e ~arly 19'" centul), paupers bmi,,! grOlmd 

(possibly known as "White Sands') that existed close \0 where the inner basin is loday."l" 

TIw British Petroleum site (2003) i,. mo;,t likely related to this SllIIl~ pauper's grav~yiITd - a 

';ffondary deposit of dmsdy packed and crumed human remains were "'crammed into a 

,,,, Hart, TJ.G" 'Hcnt"ge Imp"'" A=ss",<:m of We't ~reet and Erf 4 721 Green Poin" Cope Town', 
Aro"""ok,~} Contract' Office, l;CL Unpublished report. Dec 2003 p, 7 
,,, Hart. TJ.G" Sewnd rejX)lt 00 the Arch.o.eologic.l monitOTi~l: of earthm""inl: 00 D~rt' or the Violo.-i~ ,1<]1)Oli,," 
Sill:, Somer",! Road, ACO. lXT ll"p~bli, hed report preDxred It)f The 4()6 FaiTwc~thcT T TU<t, Oct"bc,' I 9'%. 
'" Hart. Tim. 2003:8 
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25 m x 1, f\ m trench amounting to no less than 40 m" of human bon.,." "'" The ACO suggest 

that contractors working on the construction of the inner basin in the late 19'" and early 20" 

century uncovered a copious amount of human r.,mains and (re)disposed of them in this 

m~ss gr~ve. 

Presl1.!~ch Place (2003) 

The Prestwich Place development consolidated West Street (owned by City of Cape Town) 

and the two erven 167710 and 4721 into a single construction sit., for an upmarkd 'New 

York-style high-rise' development (Fig. 4.1).161] Th., southern plot (Erl167710) was to be 

cleared first (site of the building named 'Prestv'lich Place'), and then Napier House, a 

w~rehousc building dating from the 1960s located on the northern plot, would be 

demolished sec<md (Fig. 4.2). 

Figure 4.2. Panorama of Prestwich Street site during the 2003 exhumation, facing west. Table 
Mountain is on the left of the photo, and Signal Hill is in the middle. Napier House is the 
large building on the right Note the cars parked along West Street Napier House and West 
Street were demolished in 2004 ~fter th.,se .,rven w.,re cl.,ared of buri~ls. Photo by Antoni~ 
M~lan. 

Human remains ,","",e discover.,d shortly aft.,r sik ci<'aring L>.,gan in Jun., 2003. As a resuit 

of th., I1<.'W h.,ritagc legislation, all work stopped immediatt'ly until legal requirements Were 

mel. Th., d.,vd0!X'l" was obliged to apply for exhumation permit as archaeology and burials 

would be disturlwd in the proc.,ss of construction work. This permit was issued by th., 

'" Ibid 
100 Advertisement by developer. 
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South African Ilerit,lge Resources Agency (SAHRA) on 5 June 2()(l3 10 the ArchlteOlogy 

Contracts Offic~ in ord~r 'to p<?riOnTI a rescu~ exhumation of human sk~letal remain,' (see 

timeline of Prestwich bur~aucratic n~gotiations in Appendix J.). 

The controve,"y around the tr~atment of the Prestwich Place human remains has been 

on)';oin)'; for two and half years at the tim~ of wliting. The outcome as it now stands, is thaI 

the SAHRA has effectively blocked physical research on the human remains, and has slaled 

that no direct testing and analysis (anatomical) of the remains shall tak~ plac~.l" This 

pres~nls major challenges for the identification of COmmOn h~litage for South Africans, and 

shall be explort>d further in Chapter Six. 

'" 5<e SAHRA letteT in Appendix I 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

TRANSCRIBING THE BODY: BURIAL PATTERNING AT PRES1WKH 

STREET 

ARCHAt;OLOGICAL CONTLXT 

There are two main stratigraphic layers at Prestwich Street an uncons.olidated sand layer, 

a,"eraging 1.5 ill in depth towards the western boundMY of t1w silR that caps a deeper clay 

layer o,"er the whole of the site (Fig. 5.1). WMe u:rtain areas of the sitE' were extremely 

dense with buria15, there were other areas of up to 4 m' that were sterile. 

------ - -- --cc-c-
"HOC.E -iJo- @ 

Figure 5.1. Schemati~ uoss Section of Pre-stwkh Street stratif,Taphy and burial horizon 
().lot to s.:,lle)'" 

The relative ease of digging grave shafts in sand and an oflRn urgE'Tlt need for a rapid and 

expedient di5posal of bodies meant that the upper sandy layer was the main burial focus 

and grave shafts infrequen tly breached the interface between the upper sandy and lower 

clay layers . However, it is exactly those burials that Were dug into the lower eLly layer that 

are to be investiga ted in tIns study. 

'61 Drawing by author 
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The main impressiotl of the Prestwich burials is that then: was little overall patterning in the 

burials due to the dishtrb,mce of many of the skeleton.<;. Historic reasOns for the disarray are 

firstly, that graves were generally urnnarked Mid succeeding gravediggers did not know if 

there were already burials in the grOlmd, Furthermore, the high rate of death, e'pecially 

during episodes of disease and epidemics, took priority over setlsibililies around burial 

disturbance when the goal was lo dispose of tl,e bodies expedietltly_ Tim Hart, head of the 

Prestwich Slreet exc,nmlion, det;('ribed the burial horizon as follows: 

"Itl many instances 3 to 4 bodies were l"yered On top of e'Kh other at different limes, 

Burials thM had only been in lhe gTCl'\ltld .' few months were being dug up to m<lke 

way for the newly dead - their b.:xly p"rts being scattered Over the site L'l untidy 

hfaps or lhrown back inlo the fills of the lowf'r and lul"r gr~v"s_ \Ve ha"" 

encOlmtered numerous inst"""es of coffins brok~~l through by people trying to dig a 

hole to put in anolher grave. This stale of disarray of the budal ground is consistent 

with the llli.torical ob",-,rvations On the p,:'or control of burials in Cape Town, 

espec;"lly duritlg lhe sm~III'0X "pidemics of '1755 wlwn lhe dealh r~le in e'F Town 

was very high and the diseased corpscs k,d to OC' buried immedi"tely."'Ii\ 

Prestwich siLf' field noles comm<>nt, "complex burial of individuals casually lhrowtl inlo a 

single gravf' in an ~ppar<"tllly undignified and ad hue f,,,hion,"'''' Drmn~lic positions of 

hUlll<ln rf''''''ins CMi speak to pMticulM conditions of death: sudden death through 

L'Xe<.:ution (the eXL'Cuted were mosl likf'ly buried neM Callows Hill), he,,1\h epidemics, 

homicides, the disp(lS~1 of th" de~d from shipwrecks and other major "ccidents, 

Secondly, the post-depositional processes of urban development and renewal resulted in 

extensive sub-surf'K" disturbimce, having "ffected thf' integrity of many of the burials. 

'" Hart. T ,1G, 2003: 1\ ppcndix 1. T cchnioal Rc'j>Ort ()[) Archaeologioal Exoavation, "t Prestwich Place, 
Green Point, C~P" To","" 16, Il i, crilioallQ oote lhal burial sequente, were nCII recorded ,,,ing a 
HOITi, M~tri, 
'" Pt-c,t".-ich SLTcCl ~xcav"tion ,ite reoord form>: \ndh'iduol, K ,unbers 761-764, 
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Urban development in the 19'" century (Phase 2) leveled the Green Point area and cut a 

gradual slope from west to east (Signal Hill to the harbor). 'This, no doubt, cut through and 

destroyed many burials in the eastern part of the ervC1l (Fig. 5.3). The difference between 

the deepesl and shallowest Prestwich Street graves was 3,470 meters. 

NAPIER STREET 

N f-

'" '" " f-
en - l: 
U • -• " Depth (m) 

~4 2t_t)21~ • f-
en 

• 62 ' a 6. 11)~ .. • ... '" .' •• .~ 

" • R70; _ 7076 ;,. .. 
• 7 on - T.428 • 
• 7 4 7~ - lleflt1 

ALFRED STREET 

Figure 5.3. Distribution of burial sample set showing the relative depth of burials below the 
datum point. The shallowest grave shafts on the easl side of the erven (Ompared with the 
west. 

'The impact on the Prestwich Street burials during urban development (renewal) was 

considerable. 'The Napier House construction in the 1960s, for example, cut through 

numerous graves and the human remain~ that continued to surface were ignored and went 

unreported. The deep basement at the eastern side of Napier House effectively wiped out 
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any tra(p of the graves that were most certainly there. This void is :rcfk'CIed in the abrupt 

discontinuity of burials in the northeast quadrant (Fig. 5.4). 

Figure 5.4. Aerial VleW of Prestwich Place excavation site and Napier ilouse (before 
demolition) with my burial sample set plotted On to the photo. Note the absence ofburidls in 
the northeast quadranl as a result of the Napier House basemenl fOlmdation that obliterated 
burials in that area. 
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166 D. T. A. 
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If a mass jUInblle were UI1lcOIVere(i, some artictllation 

prE~sent, a '-".Lv .... ..., ncUIlr1bE~r was assignled. 

or even a skeletclfl was unlcov'erE~d ex(:av'atinl! a 

If were no 10IlgE!r rurticulc:lte(i, were as 

were most prilmlHy context IIIliVE!S u:,h;r-h 

or during de~.rel()pInerlt ll(iiV'id'uaJls were 

once was interr1ed, or 

no K.ttoE!ki:lloen bun.als were .!.'-''"'en .... at FrE~shNich "JI1I..I.t;:\::L, we 

.KhoeJmc.en bUJrIaJIs at ,-,v,-","",u occur in nnmE!<1i.ate area. 

If were 

interment ac1tiviti(~s in tos:sed out entang;led in 
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is impOlrtaJlt 

contexts. in an 

burie,d in a a prilmru:y a~ssoc:ia ti on 

nor nec:essar'ily is .,.,1",,,, ... 1,, not as!;ociat:ed 

1'<111ia IIV r.m(10rn scatters sw:ta(:ed dum,g e.arth-Ino'vrn.1! activities. were 
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167 I will use the term 'conventional Christian' as other South African have described 
this in this way. I find this term in this context. Those buried may not 
have held any to the Christian but instead buried owners or who 
adhered to this faith and related customs. 'conventional'is conventional from a 
Eurocentric position. 
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168 There was a matrix of control for the excavation of at least 12 Control 4 
was used as datum. See 5.3 
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ORIENTATION OF PRESTWICH STREET BURIALS 

Buriills with an east/west axial alignlllf'nt (i.e. heads towards the west, feet towards the east) 

make up the majority of the buriills (fig. 5.5), whkh is consistent with the Christian tradition 

discussed above. Thi~ dominant burial orientdtion is repeated at Cobern Street, where this 

prL'<lOminant burial pattern comprised 79.5 % of the waves exhumed"'. The Cobern Street 

burials were gcnerillly oriented slightly southwest (rather than due west) towards Signal 

Hill. 

Nil 

20 
143 

S/I 

4 

N 

22 

S 

39 

" 5 

N' 
14 

figure 5.S. Windrose diagram illustrating burial orientati<m (axial aligruncnt) of sample set 
(n=276). The overwhelming majority of burials in this sample are oriented west (head to the 
west, feet to the cast). '"0 

'00 Apollonio. 1'198-87 
'" Sample in Fig. 5.6 i, only 271 oflhe l<>tal ,amp~ sel bee.use lhero ~'" five burial> lhal did n<>l have 
the data r""o.-dod on lho sile f",lO', These oce listed as 'unkno,",n· ori""tation in m) dola seL 
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BURIAL STYLE 

NICHE BURIAL 

[n contrast to Christian style burials, SOffif' burials wer~ dug into th~ lower clay byer and 

were oriented in a norlh/northe"sterly direction. The orientation refers to the 'axial 

aligmnenf of thl' body (i.e. the l1ead WaS to the nOlth/northeast and the feet were to the 

south/southwl'st). The shaft>. were dug deeply into thl' day layer, and an alcove or niche 

W,'S CUi inlO the side al the botlom of the shaft. The individu,,1 was gener"lly placed on his 

or her right side (but in some cases h,'KI slumped eHher forward or bilek-ward) (Figs. :;.6 and 

5.7). Wood pan<'ls were used I(J seal oflthe niche from the sh,'ft. [n some graves thel'l' was 

also an inclusion of burial 'furnimre' such as cLly 'pillows' upon which thl' head l'l'Stoo, 

Glave mrnitme may also include moulded day balls plaCl'd dorsally along the body, or 

stones plac~d in thf' same mailller (Fig. S.H) Thl' distinction hf'twf'en the grave 'furnimre' of 

day, st(m~ b" II, .mJ cluy pillows, ami' nthl'r gra\'e floocls' (such as coins, beads, bu ttons, etc 

to he dealt with later in this research) is critical herl', because other than grave 'furniturf", 

thf're are no additional grave good .• found in the nichl' burials. 

There Me 39 individu"ls in this c'tegory, with 7 'possible niche' burials CL,ble.. 5.3 ,mJ 5.4). 

The 7 'possible nich~' individuals are in graves that preSE'rw attribut~s of niche buri"ls, bul 

without obvious niches, Furthl'rmole, several of th"",, burials Wl'Ie OIil'lltl'd in a southenl 

direction. further comparison of theS<' indi~iduals with th~ rf'st of thf' nkhe buri"ls helps 

df'terminf' illhf'y can ind~f'd "" grouped with the nich~ huria I ca t~gory. 
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Figul'l! 5.6. Empty ni(:he grav~ (rem.'lin~ exhum .... d) of No. 858 (foreground) and ~o. 148 

FigurE' 5 7. llIu~lralion of Individual 1:18() (GU.'lE" I) showing compont'nts. of nid~ buria l. 
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Figure 5.8. Individual No. 1168, Cluster 2. five moulded clay balls were placed behind the 
head, shoulders and legs. Even when no discemable grave shaft or niche could be identified, 
lh~ o<,currerKe of day runs d~lRrmined ll'alllwS<' burials could are consid~r~u inllw 'niche' 
category, as their aligrun~nt and orientation w~re comparabl~ with the others. This sub­
adult was on his/her right side, ori~nlRd north. None of the burials in the niche category 
were orientated towards the west or southwest. 

The bre"kuown of niche burial orientation is shovm in Figure 5.9. 

N 
17 

~ 
NE 

NW 11 
2 

~ ~ 
E 

Wand SW 2 / 0 
, SE 

0 

i-
S 

7 

figure 5.9. WindroS<' diagram illustrating ori~nl.ation (axial alignm~nl) of niche burials 
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Figure 5.10. Distribution of niche burials and possible niche burials. The blue points 
represent 'head' and 'fcet' of each individual. The green points represent my entire sample 
(n ~ 276)_ 
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CLUSTER 1 

Cluster I was found beneath West Street, which was the road bctWL'Cl'l the two ervpn that 

made up the Prestwich dpvplopmpnl. ll'P8e burials wprp the deepest of the three clusters, 

with thp shafts and niche.; dug well into the lower clay layer. There wpre tpn burials in this 

cluster with Individuals 929 and 762 as outliers (Fig. 5.11). This outlipr status is confirmed 

bL'Cause the orientations are at odds with the other ten niche burials. The preservation of the 

remains was very good. All tpn burials wpre adults and all werp oripnted to the northeast 

(Fig. 5.12) . 

• 

N •• 
• •• 

• .l • 

Figul"P 3.11. EnlargPITIPnt of Cluster 1 (from Fig. 3.10) showing ten niche burials in 
standardizPd aligrunent and orientation Numbers arc the individuals survey points, 
reprp5<'nting hpad and feet for each body. The other points around the Ouster 1 niches 
include thp coordinates of the shaft and niche for each burial. They do not represent other 
burials. 

90 

, .. 
• 
~, 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

Figure 5.12. View of Cluster 1 niche burials, oriented Mrlhe~.t. Ni,.hes of Individual Nos. 
843, R48 and S5Il are sho".'11 (remains already removed from the niches). Photo by Tim HaTt. 

T1w majority of niches in Cluster 1 had been carefully hollowed out with alcoves or recesse.' 

for the head and feet, and &Orne had clay 'pillows' undemeath the crania. TI,ere was a step 

approximawly 5 em from the base of the grave shaft to the level of the niche. Wood 

remnants were found in three of the burials (fable 5.3). TI,is is the only niche du .• ter where 

remains are also lying bce down (30%). This is pTobably due to ]:>Obt-depositional slumping 

of the bodies from theiT original position on their right sidL'S. 

One individual (No. 848) has dental modification and is the only individual of all three niche 

burial dusters to have this attribute. Thi. will be discussed in the Dental Modification 

section. 

TI,ere were 110 grave goods associated with any of the Cluster 1 niche burials. One burial 

(No. R73) had five moulded day balls placed along the dorsal aspect of the body, between 

9! 
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th~ edge of tlw niche and the shaft looflc. TIlls individual was an adult_ One other individual 

(outlier, ~o, 929) had one _o;h~le ·;tone, ~Lo;o placed dors~ 11)'_ 

The Cluster 1 niche burials did not haw any otlwr burials stratigraphically above thcm in 

the upper sandy layer and were, thcrdore, undisturlx.--u. This grouping rnay represent a 

di'lCrcte community of burials, where the Jiving had command or control of that particular 

_'pace. The implicatium of this will be c)(plor~--u further in Chapter Six. 
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CLUST£J{2 

Ouster 2 was lcx;ated in thf' northern section of the excavation under Napier House. This 

cluster comprised fourteen bu,.ials, at least nine of whom were sub-adults (Table 5.3}.17l 

There is a general pattern in the orientation (axial aligmnent) to thf' northeast, with some 

directional variabilily (Fig. 5.13). TI,eS<' burials were mostly found at the interface betwL'Cn 

the upper sandy layer and lower clay layer rather than dug deeply into the day. Although 

the majorily of these burials are in the sandy layer and do not have defined niche cavities, 

they af"f' categorized as niche burials based on their orif'ntation, their right side position, and 

the inclusion of mouldf>d clay balls and stones deliberately placed alol.1g the dorsal aspect of 

the bodies (Table 5.3). 

• 

• 

• 
• , . 

• 

• • • 
• 
• • 
• 

1181 

/. 1191 ~1.5D H" 

""."..) { '''5'' 

.{ . "f [,:,: ,~z" 
"BoD 

N 

I 

Figure 5.13. EnJargf'ment of Ouster 2 (from Fig. 5.10) niche burials. Numbers are the 
individuals catalog numbers, reprcsenting hcad and fCf't fOT cl\<'h hod}'. BuT"ials with distinct 
alcoves and niche cavities are highlighted in red. 

L'l Tho individual rec,..d ,heets de,cribo tl1."o huri.l , ." <,m.ll adult', 'young adult· or 'juvenile'. 
Anatomical onoly;i, is neoded to detem,ino tll< proc;'< all" d o",:. of tile"" romoins_ ·t ho term 'sub­
adult" i, used . 
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Onl]' four of these burials, thn ..... of which are aduli, had distim't shafts and niches as fouml 

in Ihe Clusler 1 niche burials (Nos, 1112, 1127, 1161, <IIld 1188), These burials had inlact 

alcoves and retained the distin:tive niche cavity characteristics b<,<"au_"" lhey wer(' dug intu 

the clay byer that all"'· ... ed them to Idain niche cavily inlegrily_ 'Ihey arc Icx'ated to the 

soulheast of Ihe other burials in Ihis dusler and closest to the Cluster 1 niche burials. In 

conlrasl, nine of the olher remaining burial, in Ihis r I usler af<' sub-ad ulls and were buried in 

the ,hallower sandy layer, 

There was greateI variation in urientation (axial alignment of bodies) in Cluster 1 cumpared 

wilh Cluster 1, which were all oriented t" the northea,t. In Cluster 2 the burials were less 

,ystematic and utliform, and individuals were oriented at "arying degrees from east to 

north (fig_ 5_13) 

Several uf the burials were ~Hher di,\url::>\'d or owrbid bv other burials lndividual '.,'0. 

1194 was overlain by a person with filed l",,(h Olher niche burials in Clusler 2 were alw 

impacted by lai('r burials, (or examplf' the rranium of Individual :\fo, 1185 was henealh a 

perOOll buried in Christian style (No. 1179). There is also evid~'IlCe that the digging of niche 

burials in this arm impacted uron other earlier burial" The ",humation o( Indi,'idual :\fo_ 

1191. for examrle. disturbed a pre\-ious burial and lrmraled that particular ),'HW shaft. 

This indicales lhat lhf' same area had b.."en used bd"re and aiter the niche burial (1'isOOe. 

A significanl feature of the Cluster 2 niche burials was the presero:e of 'clay baJJs' that had 

]"'f'll plared dOl-,;ally along the body (fig. 5,~). Eighl burials had one or more day bails 

(Table -5_6), TI,is may I", is a signi1ic~nt ass.()datiotl hecau_"" day balls only occur in lwo 

niche burials outside of !hi, duster, 
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Table 5,6. Cluster 2 burials witb clay balls 

No. of Clay 
Individual Age Orientation Balls 

1115 Adult , , 
JJ68 Sub-adult ~ 5 
1177 Sub-~dult , 3 
1181 Sub-adult ~ 2 
1184 Sub-adult ~ 6 
1188 Adult ~ , 
1191 Sub-adult , 3 
1198" Adult " 2 

'JI98 is i" hrlu'f'en C/uMn J and C/u<ter 2 

TI,e general pattern for Cluster 2 wa~ for multiple day balls to be placed behind the body at 

various positions bet.-.-een tbe ne<:k and tbe feet, Some of tbese burials were disturbed and 

lhis mighl ao::ounl for the lower number of day h<llis in some of lhese burials (i.e. Nos. 1181 

and 1191). In conlrast, CIUSler 1 had only two burials with clay balls C:'<os. 873 and 1198), 

which were both on the periphery of Cluster I. rhe number of day balls does not Seem to 

vary according to age. The principle of 'b"lls' placed dorsally was also expressed with 

stone, ,md stone 'balls' were uSe<i in four of the niche burials in Cluster 2 (Table 5.7). 

Table 5.7, Cluster 2 burials with slone~ 

Individual Age" Orientation No. of Stones 

1112 adult , , 
1185 Sub-adult NF 3 

1194 Sub-adult 'E 4 

1202 Sub-adull N 3 

In contrast lhere were no slones induded in the Cluster 1 burials (Fig. 5.14). Slone and day 

are not found logether in the same burial in any of the clusters. Again, there does not 

appear lo be any discrimination by age, although th~ qualitative age profik for OU5t~r 2 is 

sub-adult There lIl'e no data On th~ sex of these individuals. 
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NAPIER STREET 

• StO"'" • elly b~lI. • N ie l,. Bu,i,l • 

Figur~ 5.14. Distribution of burials with associated clay balls and stones. Nid .... dUSlers 
circkd in rl'd. For each individual burial there arc two symbols r~pr~s.ents 'head' and 'feel' 
Tl·spl,<-tivdy. 
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CWSTfR3 

Cluster 3 OCCIlITed in the southern half of the excavalion, where the upper sandy lay~r was 

shallow due to the 19<" aontury IMld leveling. There does not appear to be any Kt-'neral 

patterning, but several areas consisting of two or three niche burials could be considered 

'mini..clusters' (Fifj 5.15). A little over half (58%) the burials ar" ori~nlPd to the 50Uth and 

this is the only cluskr in which a southern ori~n\ation for niche burials occur (the head is 

IOWllrdl the wutil and the feet are towards the north.) Their distribution, howewr, appears to 

be random. 
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Figur~ 5.15. Enlargement of Cluslfl 3 (from Fig. 5.10) showing twelve dispersed niclw 
burial5. Numbers are the individuals catalog numbers, represL'ntinfj head ,md feet for each 
body. 

97 

• 

• 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

It is notable that only ston~s are found in Clust~r" niche burials, and that there are no day 

balls (fable 5.8). 

Table 5.8. Cluster 3 burials with stones 

Individual Ag' ()ricntaLion 

439 A u"lt NE 

553 Adult , 
568 Auult ~ 

600 Ad " lt , 

Slon~s 

J 

5 

1 

Stones are.wt found in Ouster 1, found with clay ball burials in Ouster 2, and are only found 

in Cluster 3, where no clay balls were recrwered. A changing preference in material 

suggests continuing 'episodes' and evolution of niche buria l intennent, which in tum 

supports the notion of an historical proce5s fOT this community. 

The 'possible niche' burials along the western boundary of the Prestwich site may well be 

the edge of another niche cluster beginning to appear beneath Schiebe Street, as they also 

have associated stones. 

POSSIBLE NICHE BURIALS 

The seven 'possible' niche burials do suggest alignment or clustering with the definite niche 

burial patterning (Fig. 5.16 and Table 5.3). Five of the possible niches are located in Cluster 3 

and twu are located along the western boundary of the site, where another cluster may 

extend under Schiebe Str~et, as stated above. It is notable that one of the Cluster 3 'possible' 

niche burials (No. 283) had filed incisors. and seven stones placed dorsally. 
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Figure 5.16. Distribution of nkh" burials, ·possible' niche burials, and 'sid,,' burials. 
Distribution of 'side' burials in Clusters "I and 2 are circled;n red . 

'SIDE' BURIALS 

Th" ·sid,,' burial sampl" wa" used as a compari"on with the ni:he clusters to test if any of the 

right-hand "ide burials were closely associated with any of the ni:he burial clusters, or with 

th" 'possible' niche burials (Fig. 5.16). However, the ,ide burials were found to be dispersed 

randomly throughout the site and mmt were found to be oriented on a west-ea,t axis 

(Christian convention), effectively ruling them out a, being niche blU"ials. 
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172 See Ian Hodder. Also Paul Lane and Andrew Reid 2004: 
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can out. custom 

a common 
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via 

no 

.,,,,·"'-1'''",,10'''',," saw an 

1971. Plllri~lo the Dead: Ancestral hll'lsnm ".n"",i'.~.,;"", in 

written for 
contends that the 

is a term used as 'a convenience' for classes for the various 
ethnic groups of East Africans. There is a of literature on the East African slave and it 
is known that certain groups as the whom calls " the dominant distance traders 
of East Central acted as often on other groups from the hinterland. 

slaves were from both west and eastern sides of Lake western Tanzania and 
""~-'-'~'J even further afield. It is the scope of this thesis to address every Bantul-splealriirlg 
-, ... -'~ ......... ri".,..-., "".",,,,h,, .. I look at of the and Baltholilga 

and ~<>·""'v,t1.,. (LilD1tlooo. 
embedded within the same worldview. 
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AtJricclnS as 

KhlOelkh()en burIals were arrton,g 

in "-Jfl.-:r-II 

C0I1ltin111ed to ext:1anld. 

ret)orn as an ancestor is structuI'ally nlarrifested pralctI(:e u;rhplrp a sut)-SllI'tiice 

is a 'wnnnh' state -

possiibly retll:!ctiIlg a in sarrte positilon 

or or ' reborn as an ancestor)75 

west 

practi(:e as is ontlirled in 

is ten or more a cave at botitom to one 

are oblOIlg, some .lU' ............. acoording to differelt1t .l",e.lILL' y customs. 

is pli'itce,d in 

on one arm; man is set to 

tralditIonally come. 

is wa:she1d, V\rral:>ped in clothes 

are 

a mat or 

HU .... "'''', in ac(:ofldrulce 

175 Hattingh, Re,ex'lmini~lgthe K2 Burials and Associated Grave Goods', 
Unilversitv 2000, 

Hottentot & Bushmen', Vol. 
italics. 

A Journal devoted to the Scientific 
JorlanJtlesbm'g: lfnb/er:sity of the Witwatersrand 
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The niche and shaft aT<' symbolically th~ womb illld the birth clIillll through which the d~ad 

must pass to b<> ,...born as an ancestor. Like the Kyakyusa of Malawi, the Bathonga rlac~d 

their dead in niches and oriented the bodies to symbolically acknowledge their ancestral 

place of origin, in order to acknowledge and assist the dead in their passage. A graw was 

"dug in such a way that its long axis is directed toward that cardinal point whence the 

ancestor> came, SO that the deceas.ed, having his head slightly bent backwards, is intended to 

look in that direction."''''- nus distinctive niche is desoihed bv Henri Junod; 

"So the graw is, in a way, double. It }'rC'Sent> rn.o levels, the higher, the large hole, 

gives acc(>!;, to the smaller. the cin,uiar ovoid f,fave_ The first is called the squilre 

(hubL1) L1f the dece~s~J, the second is 11" 11111 (yinJJu or shin),atu). lIe will dwell in 

the hut, hut come out from in ,'nd ,it in his sqU3re underground, just as he did wh~n 

living in his village. "l7:! 

Figure 5.17. A Ronga in his graw, by CL Heaton1 ?,! 

'" Ibid,p. 133 
,"'I jlUl(j.j_ lIenri A. I Q66; TI", Uti! "fa South ,Vi-ICGIl Tribe, Vol, I Social Life, N." York: Univorsity 
llooks, p. 137. 
,.,. junod.1%6:138 
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HnIJ"'J;u1n Oxford 
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188 See Achmat 1985. The 
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AI-Sllaq 

Figun:. 5.18. AI-Lahed (Lahd) and AI-Shaq style interments.'"" The Al-Lahed is the carved 
out'niche· style, and the Al-Shaq is a basic right side burial. 

-------

Figure 5.19. Placement of the body in Islamic burial custom.1"'l The deceased inside the 
grave, lying on right side, faring the Qibla. 

'" http://www.m .... limsivoud.com/) anaza _ Buriol. btml 
,.., Ibid. 
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There are many sources that gi\'e the same information on Islamic burial custum, but with 

some varialion. In une case, it is stated: 

~Il is ne<ess~ry .. lo hury the (orpse in a large cemele!)" It musl he huried near (Ihe 

graves of) .alihs (pious "Iuslims) .. . The XTlm' must /", far a"¥iy fmJJl th~ XTlWCS of ,iJlner., 

and fajin and, ~qJecially, from the Xmve5 "f disbeli:el'ITs tlnd m,egwks. The grave must he 

deep SO that walE'r will not leak into it, scent will not ooze out of it, and beasts will 

not he able to dig it up. It must he equal to the corpse's height in length, and its 

width must be half its length. The gr~\'e's length must be perp~~ldicular to the 

direclion of qibla .. A lahd is a niche dugon the qibla side of the grave and all along 

the grave. It mu.t be large enough tu receive the corpse in width and depth, after the 

gra\'e has been dug. The corpse is put on its right side in the lahd."with its face 

tow~rds the qihla .. 'I'he (orp,e's face i, turned towards the inside of the lahd, and 

earth ~nd sml-dried bricks are put ochind it. Then the grave is filled with earth. It is 

not permis5ihle to reopen the grave lo turn the corpse lowards the qihla jf it has heen 

plilced the other way round. For, it is hilram to rmp'"' ~ grave. It can he reopened to 

take something ldt in the gr~ve. The ~~lds uf the shroud are undone in the grave.~l" 

Accordin!', tu another set of guidelin~'S, while the Al-Shaqq (~simple trench) type of hurial 

(an he used, the Al-Llhd (ni,he) is the preferred .lyle: 

~A lulw-tyf'<-' grave is one in which, after you have dug the basic trl'IlCh, you dig uut a 

place for the body at the bottom of the side which bces qibln so that the body is 

prOlected by an overhanp;. 'rhis should be done provided that the e~rlh i, firm enough 

and will not crumble or cave in. This was how the grave of the Prophet was dug, may 

l\ll~h bless him and grim! him peace. [This is based on the tradition, "The luhd is fur us 

and the ,I!aqq for others and bec~use Allah l\lrnighty chose it for His Prophet. If the 

ground is too soft or siUldy, then the shaqq is hetterl.~'" 

," http ·//wwv..hiauc].b<x''-glfg/Endlcss B I is;; fifth fa""ic lc/Hli~'i_Chaptcr_ I ~.hlm 
19J h t1 p;/ l w,w ('rid . co n!P.'!lf',,'e. c 0 m.'hQll) era ge~! A I:l ew I evWage3 'I btm L 
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~I 

Figure 5.20. Photograph, showing (from right to left) the AHahd and Al,sh"'1Q type burials 
in a :\IiJdk E"stern munbJ', The first frame shows the interment of ~ b:xiy into all AI-lahd 
burial, including sealing the niche from the shaft will, W()Od~~l planks. 

Mami~ burial guidelines "Iso offer "d\'ice onhow to lre~t the body and pl~re tlW body in the 

r,wve: 

"and after the Je"d body has lK'<Cn j"",,,r,," into the gra\'e the tiC'S of its shroud should 

be Ulua5tened and iL, clreek ~I,(",ld I", plwed OJ! 1/", earlh nml all parri.,,, piiImp should /,., 

plm)'d under its head aJ!d some urll",ked bri(k~ or 1"'lIp~ of day should I", plated behind lis bark 

w thai lilt' dead body mny fwl lip fial OJ! it.'lmck"j O' 

As di",ussed "bove, day features were integral ,-omponenls of many of the Prestwidl 

burials. 'Pillows' were shap<'d for t1w hpad to rp_,t on, and lumps of clay wpre mouldpd into 

balls and pluced nlonp; tm, dorsal aspect of the bodies. Arrord.i.n g to Islamic p;uidel:incs, thcse 

were used to hry the body from slumping 00 iL' bark, itl order for the eyE'S of the dead to 

face the inside wall of the tliehe_ '&>lie>-E'rs' wait for final judgment in their niche, and will 

'''" hlLr ,'/W"'l'" al-jslam org1aw<'JI-kIlujll;:.hIDl M)- emph"i5. 
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have to answer five questions, Their answers will decide if they will remain in a mortal, 

private hell, or if th~ "window .. will be opeIl<:d on the right side of the grave""'. The insid~ 

of the niche is considered th~ windm,' to P~radi",. 

Additionally, th~ guidelin~s state that where the ground is 'soft or sandy', an AI-SIUUfq type 

burial is acceFtabl".'~ The Oust"r 2 burials w"re int"ll"d primarily in th" upper sandy 

layer. or just at th" interface of the sandy and day lay"TS, wh"re the softer and shifting soils 

did not allow for a distinctive niche to be carv"d. In this duster. the Al-Shaqq type burial 

dominat..s. Moreover, the prevalence of clay balls and stones in this duster w"re used to 

keep the body upright in the Al-Shaqq type graves. 

Niche Orienlation 

Among the Prestwich Street niche burials there is dear variability in the orientation of the 

graves (see Fig. 5.10). Burials axially oriented to the northeast or north means that the body 

is not positioned so that the eyes face Qibla, but instead are gazing to the west/northw~st,. 

which is the opposite direction from Mecca for those living at the Cape. There are sev"ral 

possible reasons for this. 

The variability in niche orientation may be based on a subjective interpretation of Islamic 

prayer versus burial guidelines. The exact direction of Mecca may have been a matter of 

best estimation. Additionally, various Imams over generations may have interpreted an 

orientation towards Mecca differently for burial practice, wh"re /he /Uia/ alignment of t~ bod.,! 

towards Mecca (rather than the eyes facing Qibla) was considered legitimate.1'" 'This might 

explain the divergence between Cluster 3 where bodies are oriented to the south (the eyes 

'" hnpJ/oorworld.compuseryc.com&omcpagcsiABcwJeylPage39.hnnl. 
L .. Sbaheed Mruhee, Cenler for Conlempora/)'],lam, UCT. pers. COOlTIl .. 
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1 vv ...... ,_'" are or:lerltea to 

is 

are locat€'a 

were or:lerltea 

in <:;J..I.l<..l\., ..... '" in1:erprE~tatic'n can even on current 

east 

west ,,199 

around the exact direction of Mecca! 
....... ""'" were hindered a lack 

resources, as well as difference in intc~rplret!lLtio:n, it is I-''''lll''!''' 

in orientation exists. 

These .",,,ot;,,,,,1 burial """'''''''1''''''''' 
COlrmI1Ullllty, which is where the Council is located. The 

have done on this website. 
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it states 

awareness a common 

a serves to 

secret 

source 

rest acm:nmum "201 

as 

to a 

on 

is 

200 1997. 'The Facets of Islam: and U.I.:SIVU:S'" 

rule and historical convention', in Death and Bereavement Across Cultures RouUedll'e 
201 1997:162. 
202 1991: 112. Bank references Shell and 
203 See Rhoda's work on the Muslim communities at the 
204 1991:112 
205 1991:113 
206 See Achmat for a discussion of 
SVIlm~:SlS of animist and Islamic custom. Also see John Edwin 

Sufism and Conversion to Islam at the 
Savannah USA. 
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l'.vU"IIUU He Must Have: 
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It is to assume were co:ntE~mDoral"V 

are an 

it can area was to 

not 

...., .... 'LL .. " .... to 

a 

an area 

census 

"'"h .... "H-ort a 

census, 

were 

It is PfC)bable as a 

were ""o .... lh'to 

. It is not 

slaves and free 1652-
1795', in The p.125. 
210 1994:356. The total number of Muslim slaves was broken down sex: 846 males and 422 
females. 
211 1994:357 
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I now return to 

is not 

or 

was meant to 

or status an 

a 

UnlPlic:atilons for ,11 .. ,nt11hil I"FP,,1hnn 

nP,''''"f',r,t,'vp'/ Also see Alan 

across most 

a statement 

not 

1937. 

in her 

and even UVO''''lUl .. 

'Dental mutilation in southern African 
reference to the 

1998. 
Flats Smile', J oumal South Dental As,soc~iation 

215 Due to the SAHRA verdict. 
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",,,,.,,,,,,,<>i-,,,..., of research as defined the South African 

South Bulletin 

in this section. 
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Interments of individuals with dental modification al Preshvich Street tend 10 resped certain 

areaS uf the burial ground (Fig. 5.21). There i.' littl~ overlap betv;een niche burial dusters 

and burials with dental modification. Additiondlly, there are large areas with no burials of 

eIther niche burial style or with dental modification. 

u '. 
CLU TER I 

• . " .. . " .. 
• 

' . 
• • 
• • '. '. • • 

• 

• .... .. '- ~ 

...... .. ".~ 

(L1JSTFR 2 

• •• 

.0 ..... '.0'--1-"20 M9ters 

• • 

• • 1 
."1 • 

•• "'. 

.. ........ 
• • 

• • • • 
.. 0 •• " ...... ... .. _ 

Figure 5.21. Distribution of individuals with dental modification. Niche buridl clusters 1 and 
2 are circled. Note areas where there are 'holes' highlighted (ie. an abseoce of niche burials 
or dental modification). 

There is a denser dishibution of d<.'!1tally modified individuals in the ru:rthwestem S<.'<:tiun 

of the site (Fig. 5.22). There is only one case of overlap between the graves with dentally 

modified peuple, and the nkhe burials. Furthennore, there are only tvw individuals with 

dental m.:>dilication in niche burials, one each in Cluster 1 and 3 (No. 848 and 283 

respectively). In the sa"", area, there is dear stratigraphic evidence for a burial with 
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modification above a niche burial in Cluster 2.ll is impossible to say if thi.~ mean~ that all the 

dentally modified individuals were interred after the niches in Cluster 2. The overwhelming 

evidence points to the individuals with dental modification as being a separate episode from 

the niche burials. 

36 individuals, or 73.4% of the dental modification sUb-sample were oriented to the west 

(Fig. 5.22). Among these 36, there were nin<c individuals incoffins. 

BURIAL ORIENTATION OF INDIVIDUALS WITH 
DENTAL MODIFICATION 

. WEST 
• SOUTHWEST 

SOUTHEAST 

NORTHWEST 

• NORTHEAST 

.. NORTH 

• EAST 

• NO DATA 

Figure 5.22. Orientation oi burials of individuals with dental modification 

The overwhelming majority of dentally-modified individuals (41, or 83%) were buried on 

their hacks (supine position). The majority of the burials were oriented to the west, with 

some variability in the others. Among those that were not on thelT backs, 3 individuals were 

on their left sides m a flexed position, 2 individuals are in niches, 1 individual was on his 

front, and 2 data forms had unrecorded observation~ of the position of the body. Twelve 

individual, or 24%, were buried in shared grave shafts .... -llh two or more people. Only two 
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individuals (No_lllfl4 and 1121i) had as""",,iated grave g-oods; one bone button lUld ro,.-o 

cupper buttons, respl'Ctively. 

Nearly 100% of individuals with dental modification are "dull. There is no data on 5eX 

promE'S. ThEore is one case (Ko. lOY3) in which direct analysis i5 needed \0 clarify the exacl 

agc, itS the site rL'Cord form is unclear whether this person was a small (in stature) "dult, Or a 

juvenile. Either way, it can be assumcd that Imlividuill 1093 had rc"ched puberty, a rite of 

ra5sage that mexiification of dentition 5ymbolically marks. 
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D[NfALMODIf1CATJON PATT[RNS 

There ~re a vuiety of dmtal modification styles that locus exclusively On the incisors. The 

patterns identified amotlg the Prestv.ich Street burials are clearly complex and th~t 

complexity will only lx.'cume fully evident with direct ~tlalysis (See Table 5.8 for details). 

Pntt,.m I. Pointed Indwrs 

The maxillary and mandibular incisors are sharpetled to points by filing the teeth meS;,llly 

and distally. Variation is e\'ident in the degrees of 'pointedness' Irom ~n obtuse angle (Fig. 

5.23) to acute maxillary points. TI,ere is also further modification in which th~ mandibular 

itlcisors rll-'y also 'be fikd in addition to the maxillary inciso1"l (Fig. 5.24). 

fip;ure 5.2'1. Maxillary filin!\ to obtuse angle Figur~ 5.24. IndividualKo. 1006. Both 
m~tldibular ~nd maxHiary filing to 
acute points 

This paltern has been ethrlOf,l3phically recorded among th~ Macond~ of Tanzania, the Yao 

of :'vbbwi and Mozambiqu~, the Makua of Mozambique, and people, in Angol~ and th~ 

ConflO·'" 

",0 Se. Gl.nd, Co, for deroiled otnTl<)!.'l1lpnic rnicw oj' dental modi rocaiion. 
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Pnltern.' II and III. ~'V"d!;'" SllIlping 

TI,C maxilLuy (and in some cases mandihular) central incisors ar~ fil~d or chipped mesially 

(Pattern II) forming an invertcd "Vn -slMpN gap, TIw LIteral maxillary incisors on Figul"e 

5.25 are chipped distally, and a second 'V' OCcurS betwcen thc lateral incisors and the 

ciU1mes, 

Fig~re 525_ Individual 1\0 10:16. Mesial filillfl of central maxillary inci50rs forming 
maxillary pattern of inverted V-shape gap_' 

This pattern has been reported on one of th€ shipwreck victims 01 the Pnr:'1"fi I'ml that sank 

in Tabl~ Bay in 1818 ~n route from M07,amb<que to Brazil. Three individuals nom thc 

Cob. __ 'ln Street bmials also had this style.mlt has been ~thnographically obscr\'ed in groups 

from ~amibia and Angola th,-ough to West Africa,'" 

The inverse of Pattern II may also he present among the Prestwid, burials but this will n"",d 

further physical analysis, The in\'erse (Patlt __ m Ill) is distal filing of the ccntral maxillary 

incisors fonning inverted '\I' -shaped gap_' between the lateral incisors_ One individuallrom 

the Cohern showed tIli. pattcrn, which i, considerlxl "uniquc, compared to the other 

,., 
skeleton_, recovercd at the Cape."--

' ''' Apoliooio 1998:67 
".1 Cox. 19'1:":I:< 
'" Apollonio. 19'18:68 

124 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

Patterns JV and 1/, N"td,,', (Roundeli, Rectrm;"'1lmrj 

Figur~ 5,26 shows rounded chips removed fram the central and l~ter~1 maxill~ry incisors, 

with an inverse mandibular pattern. In the 1880s, Livingstone described a WOman in Malawi 

with rounded chips removed from n~ltral maxillary incisors.i2! 

Figure 5.26. Imlividuili l'<o. 1225 (dmwn from photo tah~l while being exhumed) Rounded 
notching of maxi.llary ~nd mandibular incisor_, (Pattern IV) 

The,... ~re other vari~tions of 'not~hing' that h~s Ix",n ~tlmographically observed. The 

remo\'~1 of rect~ngular or square notches have been Ie<eorded among the W~nyemba from 

- . , '" centml Angola as well as groups m MOLlIInbique and Malawl:- TIle Fort Knokle sample 

has occurrences of hoth rectangular and rounded notching, but these patterns were not 

found in the Colxcrn Str~et burials,m Both patterns ha,-e been observed in the Prestv{ich 

'" j-iving>;tone 1 RRO ,,' - Cox, 1'1'15-15 
'--' -' S<e Co, 1\>95 anJ Apoilo"io 1995 
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Pattern VI. Hollowingllnlay 

The first !«:orded observation of this pattern at the Cape was from an individual unearthed 

near the former Gallows Hill in Green Point. This is described as "chips ... removed from the 

front of the incisors, hollowing them out without altering the outlin~ of the t()(}th."'" 

Prestwich provides the second observation of this style (Fig. 5.27). 

figure S.27.1nrl.ividuol No. 1143. Hollowed-out maxillary incisors 

In addition to 'hollowing out' the .mterior face of fue incisors, there is J iso Jdditional 

chipping or filing applied to the teeth. This pattern is found on Individual No. 1143 which Is 

a west-orientated supine burial. It also may occur in a niche burial in Cluster 1 (Individual 

No. 848), however, this would need to be confinncd by a specialist. The hollowing out of 

teeth to fit met~1 or je",el inlays is pra~ticed in various parts of the world. Inlays of gold 

were popular in South Amcrica=, brass and wire were ~plugged" into teeth among the 

ind;g<eIlOus triocs of BolTll'O.'2I< Significantly, Cox conduded that;. "Inlays are not found in 

African patterns of alteration."= No actual 'inlay' material w~s r<'"Covered with the 

Prestwich Street burials. 

"" Mom. per,,,,,,,1 observ .. ion, in Cox 1'195:20 
'''' Cox.I995;12 
,'" s.. BI;ti.~ Dento.l J(KlmaL Volume 191, No.2, July 28, ~OOI 
''' Cox, I995:12. 
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Pattarl VII, Decorated 

This pattern i~ similar to that recorded at the African Burial GWillld in New YorkDl. In both 

cascs, the individuals had 'wavy lines' rUMing across the incisors (Fig. 5.28), This pafu'rn is 

unique among human remains discovered at !he Cape, and illltil thi~ study, this pattern has 

oot been recorded in a South African context. 

Figure 5.28. Dc'<-'Orated maxillary and mandibular inci'iOrs 

As noted above, the northwestern COrner of the excavation site i~ where the densest 

distribution of dentally modified individuals were found. Based on the Islamic guidelines 

for burial~, it would seem as though the Mu~lim community ideally would have had to 

abandon this burial ground rather than share it with sirlnen and unbelievers. The 

implications of this may COncUr with the historical documentation, if one assumes that most 

of the dentally modified individuals are Africans. 

1.\0 The African Burial Gmund ",mains at.., include a wide variety of dental modification - eight patlems in 
t<>tal, frOOl twenty-three individuals: "To date. researches have identified at least ei~ht styles of ,uch 
modification- ranging frOOl a pcnnted pa1!em .. ,to a wed~e , haped affecting the cemral maxillruy inci sor, ... to a 
wave-like pa1!em demonstrated in the anterior teoth. Twenty-three indi"lduah 0 the ItS<) with C>bsc:rvable 
dentition. exhibit cultumlly modified teeth. All are .dulu., wIth men predomInant (15 of the 23 j, Medford, Edna 
Green, W. Perry. S. Corrington, L. Heywood, F. '""kson, R- Kirtle" J. Thonon, (Howard Uni"erslty), 'The 
Transatlanllc Slave Trade to New York City; Sourc"" and Routing of Capti,'e, ·. Paper written fur the 
Sympo";um, ArchaeolOllY, Bio.mhropolo~y & Afhcan T<kntity in the Diaspor~: Theoretic. l ~nd 

M. thodologic. l Advance" World Archaeological C()ngm;, 4. Univcrsity of C~pc Town, 10 14. 1 '199, p. 1O 
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From the btoginning of the VOC period at the Cap" the import uf black Africal15 was 

sporadic and the numbers were low, and perhaps not great enough to support the 

continuity of prior identities, It is likely that the id~'lltities of many arrivals to the Cape in 

the 17"' and 18"' centuri.." were overwhelmed by the dominant cultunl mores of the Colony_ 

lhe majority of slaves from East Africa were brought to the Cape towards the end of the 18'" 

century and \he numbtoIs were augmented after 1808 by the capture of 'Pl1ze Negroes,' 

Robtort Ross states that i11 the 17605 the majority- of imported slaves were still arriving from 

mainland Or island Asia, but after 1767, when a prohibitiun was enacted against the 

importation of Asian slaves to the Cap~"-'" foreign slavers would h~ve heard ~bout this and 

rushed to fill a need. nris is supported by the documentatiilll from the Simon's [own ship 

logs which nute a significant increase in foreign slavers carrying African hlaves putling into 

Table Bay: 

NFrum ille mid 1780s onwards, there was a cilllsiderable number of hhips 

which sailed from one of the Eas\ African posts to the Ciu-ibbean ur 

Bra?il "Between April 17R3 and December 1793 at least f,() ships on such a 

jourll('Y entered all(' of the Cape harbours for a longer or shorter p~~iud, and 

were thus cerhrinly "ble to ",,11 slave,_ ,'" 

TI,e influx of African slaves continued through the periud ~fter emancipatiun wh~'ll 'Prize 

Negroes' were 'saved' by the British from illegal sbving vessels and conscripted into a 

fourteen-yellT '"pprenticeship' with Cape burghers. This is supported b\- Glenda Cox's 

isotopic analvsis un the PacqHd Real shipw:r<"<:k victims who drowned in lable Bay in 1818 

en route \0 Br~7.il from Mozambique 'l'his ep isode occurred after the anLi-slave trade 

'" R"-,,. Rotx:r1 1 g~9' . La,t Year, of [I .. Sla" Trade to tl .. Cape Colon),: in lne ee(momi,'.' nf the 
Indian Ocean S!m'e Trade. p_ 212_ 1be prohibition_ in offici.1 C ompan)' regulations ""' selPfX'",d t() 
con!ml unaut];o,iud else of ,hipph'g 'pace 0" Compan)' ,hip', Belt Ross contend" "more import.fill)' it 
""'" re,uit ofa pJllic in Cape 10wn afte, Bugi"",e aoo Sumatran slave, had 1m .. de,ed a compony 
officiJl and nlllioose for >ome week> ~n the ,lope' ~fT"'le vroum~ill_" Shell contest, thi' , ie". in 
support ofthe deci,ion beill£ an ecmX'mic one, 
""l!.~". 198Q;212 
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campaign had begun (1808), when the capture of 'rrizel\egroes' accelerated. Th~ dental 

modification styl"s are consist"nt with thoSl' uf Mozambican group, and the isotopic work 

on the Paquet Real shipwreck victims shows lhat the slaves diet chang~d a short tiffif' before 

their death,'-" There is documentary evidence for East African slaves with filed incisors 

living al th~ Cape, as illustrated by this 1827 advert for an absconded slave "with ,hlUP 

pointl'd tE'<'lh"(Fip;. 5.29).'" 

ABSCONDED, a Slave named H Rotterdam,"· natin~ of 
Mcs.l,UIlbique; he is tall and slender, bas sha,rp pointe4 

teeth, apd was lately seen between lio.ut Bay ~ud \.Vynoerg; ~ 
he has ill his possessiqll a Pass be~ongillg fa ~:Pd.ze Negro!' 
n:ulled " ('tesar," 3ud is by trai.ie a mason. \Vhoe\"e·r 10d~'es 
bul>. in pl"iBOIl will tcc .. ive~ }{~wa!d from the lJI;d?:r6i~IJ.:d, df 
1,0 Rds. ·Widow S. SING,EUH j Hil K{'rk-::Itrcet. 

Figure 5,29, 1827 Public announcement for an a1:>sconded East African slav,",," 

The greater number of African slav"s at lhe Cap" from the 17&ls may hav" coincid"d wilh 

(and indE'ed would haw play"d a rol~ in) a r~location of Muslim burial r;rounds. It is 

notahle that even if the lknlal modificatiun episode waS after the nich~ burial episude. th~ 

dental modification burials still reSp<'ct lhe niche hurial "pace (Fig. 5.22). This suggests that 

,." The Vergelegen sl.ve', diet "'os 'imilar to that ofrhe PacquN R~al 'loves (,4 pl,n'" durin!: childhood) but 
Sl10ntium isotope' indi"r. , diff".nt <nviTonm<nt. 'ug~e'tin~ that ttl< V<T~ele~<n 'lov< moy i'lav< come ITo", 
M,dag''''''' fOtber th.n E,st Africa. Seaiy. L A. M(>lTi,. R. Arm"r<mg. A. MaTbll, C. SchriTe. i'l93: 'A 
IlistOfic Shletoo frOOl the Slav< l.()d~e '" Veeg<I<!!",,·. in Histo"lca/ .~"chaedflg\' in th, Wesl,·m ("""". SDuth 
A/iNan .~rcha~fllflgfca! SCK:i"~' (iODd",in .""i", 7: M·91 

'. _. C,pe To",,, G:v~tl<. i749. From Jocoi< L(x» 
'" 1\ ho , .. H""dier. J.s. 1994 . Determining African Ilirth from Skeletal Remains, A "on, em T o<)th 
Mutil,ti<m·. Historical .~"ch''<JI"gy 28(3)' pp. 113-1 19, which correlale' dental modiff<alion WiTh 
imported ,i.v<> ()n rLJ1la, ... y, 
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there w~s Sorn~ sort of surfac~ rnark~r flagging the area as one with /o.1usHm burials. A 

simple marker is ~llowed und~r Islamic burial custom: 

It is permissible to plocf' tombstones over graves. It is not permissible to 

inscribe., ,bkssed names, poems, eulogies, the word 'l'aliha' or lo pul the dead 

person's picture on the stone. Such thin3s arf' bad customs, thou3h they- hm-e 

b<cen done for years .. They (savants) said that it is permissible to write the 

person's name and thf' date of his death on the tombstone.'''' 

The modified teeth of the two individu~ls in niche buri~L. (Nos. 283 and 848) ar~ important 

cultural a\\ributes_ Filed inci_,oT_' i_. a common pattf'rn of dental modification ~mong African 

groups, ~nd this may sugr;esl that Individual No. 2113 converted to Islam after ~rrival al th~ 

C'P~' The hollowed-out or 'inlay' sLyle of No_ 848 is not known in Africa and is r~re on 

skeletal r~rnain~·found at the Cape_ This person may ha\-e (Ome from another region of the 

voe tmdinfl and sLwing world v.ith this 'inlay' sLyle of dental modification intact 

, ,"",", " ~""'"'~''''''','"'-'''",,' Ther. i, much 
around the mar.ing ami <ncl"'ing or bUTial,_ 
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SHARED BURIALS 

Another asp<Xf of individuals with dental modification at Prestwich Street is that there 

seems to be an association between SOme individuals with d~ntal modification and shared 

burials (two or three people buried together in the same grave shaft). On archaeologica l 

grounds it is clear that these shared burials were not from disturbance but do reflect a single 

burial even!."" 

Thir!elo'n individuals of twenty-two shared burials (59%) from the total individual sample 

had dental modification (Table 5.l0). 

Table 5.10. Correlation of uen la I ,,,<-)(1 i (i ca lion and ~ h a rpel lou rial~ 

Tolal Shared 
-,B"=",,· ~",,,,,,,,.I,,--_ _ _ ,O~'en,,,",1 ~M.o",difica~io? __ BUlials 

Double 

Double 

Triple 

Triple 

I'\one " 

y~ 6 

None 

y" 

This relationship was also evident at the Cobern Street excavation, where two of the six 

individuals with dental modification were buried together and a maxillary abscess caused 

by the dental modification On Burial lOB caused an infection that was no more than six 

months old at the lime of death.'" This suggests that this person (and partner) were recent 

arrivals at the Cape, and may have died aboard ship, Or just afler arrival. There is a 

suggestion that dental modification and shared burials are spatially associated (Fig. 530). 

m s"c Alan Morri" 1981. 'Some thought' 00 double burial' \ Th2 South Afric<UJ Arhca""'agical 
Socj",, ' fhwsI2ll~. Vo14. No.2. 
""Morrl<, A.G &: Philli!". V 1997: 'Dental Health and Ikn{al Prac{k" Among'{ !be Poople of Cob<m 
Stroot". Paper pro,. m.d at the 27~ Annual Congr<s< of Anat(}ltlicai Socitty of Southern Arne., Capt 
,~. 
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Figure 5.30. Distribution of individuals with de-n\al modificaLion in <har~d burial.. Symbol. 
rcpT<'"<'tlt "head' and 'feel' of each individual. Note distinctiv~ wes!-~asL orientation of 
.hare.:! buria15, and dustering in northeast section of site (circled in green). Nidle burial 
dustf'rs cird~d in red. 
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figure 5.31. Distribution of burial~ y,.ith copper rings and buttons. Area of niche burial 
Cluster 1 is hir,hlighted in red to show that none of the grave goods OCCUlTed in that area. 

As mentioned in Chapter One, there was lIIl attempt in the 18th century to control the social 

hierarchy through v;sible symbols, as dictllted by the Batavian sumptuary laws. Clothing 

played an important role in this. Slaws were to dress in the 'plainest' of dothes. While there 

were certainly burials (both with and without coffins) where no evidence of clothing has 

remained, the oo::urrell<,e of jewelry and buttons reflects a diversity of clothing ,md 

ac.lornment worn by the people buried here."'> 

240 How .. er, " more Mmilcd ,",~ly'i' may illdicat< that ,uch ilom, w~re "sed in way' not intended by thoir 
original fune!;"",.oo suggest the ohjoel' had heen culturally or 'ymoolicolly reconstituted_ 
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During the 18" and 19" centuries, buttons for unllOnru; were cast with insignia. Such 

buttons have been recovered from the Prestwidl Street burials, namely one from the 'Royal 

Sapper,; and Miners' (No. 1147), which is the construction corps of the British army who 

supplied engineering support to the British Armed Forces (Fig. 5.32). 

Figure 5.32. Royal Sappers and ),.finers button. Individual t\o. 1147 

The name of the corps underwent several dlangeo;, and m 1787 the 'Royal' was granted as a 

prefix to the engineers. But it wa.~ not until 1812 that the corps was officially renamed 

'Royal Sappcrs and Miners.'''' "I"he button fOlUld at Prestwich Street has this insignia and 

must date from 1812, and its presence at Prestwich Street could even be later. However, it is 

not knOWIl if the ownE'T of the jacket (the British army engineer) was actually the wearer of 

this jacket at the time of death or burial. The button was found in the northwest quadrant of 

the excavation. near the dental modific.ation duster. Assuming these dentally_modified 

individuals were Africans, and possibly Prize Negroes, thi~ button may further buttress a 

"1 httpJ/en.wikipedi • . o<glwiki-"Royal_Engine." 
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working hypothesis of a British period (c. 1800?) burial events in this section of the burial 

ground. 

COINS 

Fourteen burials are associated with coins, representing 1% if the total 'Individual' sample 

(n-1272) (Table 5.12). Coins were soaked in a 6% formic acid solution and cleaned with 

small brushes. Many of the coins were in such poor condition that no markings remained, 

and could not be dated. 

Table 5.12_ Burials with coins at Prestwich Street 

CARTWHEEL VOC 
INDIVIDUAL 'G' ORIENTATION COFfiN £t797) COINS OTHER DATE(S) 

102 Adult w Yo, , jetton 1797 

'" Ju,'enile W Yo, , <> jetton 

'"' Juvenile " Yo , 
<> 1797 

m Aoo' 'W M , 
<> 1797 

,0> Adult W y~. 
, unkllOwn 

OS; Adult W }~. 
, 

<> ... ''''' , 00 <> 17 Late 1600s 
no Adult W , .. , 

<> 

"" Juvenile W S" <> 
, 

'" Baby W '" <> <> 1 (Mu~al) 

'00' Adult 'J.W S" <> Late 1600s 
1020 Adult W , .. Ufik!Jown' 
1182 Adult W '" <> 

, UnbJOl->ll' 

'''' Juyenile W S" <> 
, Unknown' 

2 (Mui/lal) 
1248 Adult W '" <> 

, I jetton 17R6 (vex 

'face of n,in t"" worn to discclTl IlliIThngs 

Overall, coins are generally associated v.ith coffin buriaL,. or tho_", in supine position, 

oriented to the west (n%)_ There are no burials with coins in the first third of the site closest 

to the southern town <'nd and Alfred Street (Fig. 5. 33). 
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Figure 3.33, Distribution of burials with coins. Clustering of Cartwheel pennies circled in 
,,,1 

In the Christian tradition, coins were often placed over the CO!"p8es' eyes, and Were intended 

to be used tu pay the ferrymiU1 across the mythical River Styx, Six burials had Cartwhe",1 

pennies ilSsodated with them. Of these six, five had observable traces of coffin nails. One 

of the coffin burials was a juvenile EtIld orientated southeast, while the adults were 

orientated west. 

The Cartwheel penny was the first copper penny minted in England from 1797 (Fig. 5.34). 

The burials with these pennies tend to duster in the center of the site while 'other' coins are 

more disp<"rst'd throughout the site. Twu of the adult burials rut! only une Cartwheel penny 

each. Two cartwheel pennies were recuvered in each of the other four burials. 
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Figure 5.34. 1797 Cartwheel Penny. Britain 

It seems as though some of the bureals only had one coin to place over an eye. rather than 

covering both. As one would expect with the process of body decomposition the coins fell 

out of the eye sockets and were found in various other locations. Individual No. 653, for 

example, has copper staining on the mandible and ribs (location of the penny upon 

excavation). Copper staining had :marked the coin's slow path from eye socket to shoulder. 

Two of the burials still had the pennies in place in the eye sockets and this had actually 

preserved some of the eyelids and surrounding skin (No. 736). 

St-veral bureals also induded jettons, or counters. Jetton~ are thin brass pieces originally 

intended as mathematical aids. The majority of jettons were manufactured in :\Iuremberg, 

Germany and they were popular in the 16"' _ 18th centuries.:m 

'" Hume. h-or Noel. 1969: A Guide /0 Artefac/.' 'iColonial A"",rica. Philadolphia: Uni,·. ",ily of 
Penn . ylv.ni. Pr .. " p. 171. 
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Of the nine burials with other coins, eight burials were coffin burials ori<-'ntcd west. These 

included ont' baby and three juveniles. 

One of the adults (No. 1248) had tm coins and a jetton that must have been in a pocket or 

satchel. Two coins in this stash were Mughal coins from the reign of Mughal Emperor 

Alamgir II of India, which is a silver rupee struck in Arwt between 1759 and 1806 (Fig. 5.35). 

Figure 5.35. Mughal Coins, struck in India, late HI"' - early 19th centuries, from burials No. 
124~ and 9il1. 

Figure 5.3fi. VOC coins and jetton from Individual No. 124~ 
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In at least four cases (Individual nOS, 22A, 552C, 1001, and 1134), the lJ<.ads wert' iOWld 

around the person's midse,lion (waist) (Fig_ 5.37). It i •• ignificant that all of these four 

individuals were in shared burial •. Individual No. 1134 also wore beads aroWld the nL'Ck. 

Figure 5.37, Beads found at mid-section of Individual 1134, and presumably worn aroWld 
the wai.t. The beads were strung in no partirular order durinK dellIlinX 

It is notable that the partner of No_ 1134 (found with beads around the mid-section) had filed 

teeth. Thi. may be evidence of a woman and a man buried together. In the Bantu-speakinK 

world, it is commOn practice for a woman from birth to wear fertility belts, which can be 

made of beads, around her waist. Chris DeCorse makes the followinK observations on the 

b-ymbolic meaning of beads in a West African (Bantu-speaking) context: 

Beads had a ceremonial role in African culture at ea,h stage of life: birth, puberty, 

initiation, marriage, procreation, old aKe, death and entry into the community of 

ancestors and spiIits. They also were believed to have protective propertiL'S 

(especially for ,hildren) and an ability to infuse the wearer with spiritual poweT. The 

use of bead. aIOWld females' waists is one of the most widely occurrinK practices, 

but the specific ritual and socio--cultural contexts vary substantially.'" 

" J Dc-Co,"c. CR 1989, "Bead, os ChrolKllogic.llndic~toTS in W., t African i\Tch~eolog)': A 
Rcc,~mjnalion." &,1<1>. Jvurnai of {he Society of Bead lklearc/II!r". 1:41 ·53 
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Unfortunately, in two of the other four shared burials the crania are missing and any 

information on dental modification has beenlost, but they can still be sexed on other criteria. 

Only one (No. 246) of the thirteen in<lividuals may have had 'd~.,orated' teeth. llris 

individual was not included in the dental modification sample bec~use it closer analysis is 

required to determine if this was a pathological feature or indeed a deliberate modification. 

From the evidence of association between beads, shan,", bmi,,1 ,mel dental modific~tion, I 

surmise, that those people buried with beads were most likely Africans who arrived allhe 

Cape from other regions of the continent during the slave trade. Dental modification, as 

stated above, was not practiced at the Cape and. is an identification marker for individuals 

arriving from East Africa (primarily) and possibly beyond. There is as yet no documented 

evidence that second generation African slaves at the Cape continued the traditions of their 

homelands such as dental mo:xlification. The shared buriaw may speak to a high rate of 

mortality as a result of conditions on ship voyages, contagious disease or illness soon after 

being brought to the Cape. The shared burials may reflect people who were potentially 

closely related in life, either through kinship, malTiage or 'shipboard bonding' and who ,ljed 

at the same time from the same cause, such as a shipboard epidemic. Only 

bioanthropological tests could confirm or refute this hypothesis. 

At the African Burial Ground in New York, eight individu~ls (less th~n 2% of the tptal 

sample) were interred "ith one or more beads. The HOWitTJ University te,ml umtenJs that: 

Nthe African Burial Ground waist beads as well as the child bead necklace suggest 

that lhe exp,""ssire roles beads plRyed in African-New Yorker culture remained Afrimn and 

hence rqrresenred an AfriCIln culluml mnlinHum. The configuration of struny, be~ds 

146 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

sUf,f,est special ritualistic burials for esteemed pers.ons and reflect the endural1('e of 

beads as part of a valUl't1 system of Afrimn mortuary practices.""" 

However, this is not nl'C~ssarily the caS<c. As noted ,Ibov~, beeads Gill bee wOrn tluough life a, 

a state=nt about reproductive status. Th~y do not n~c~ssary meltIl a 's?<,cial' ritual of an 

'esteemed person'. 

Although it is highly spl'Culative to speak of an unchanging 'cultural continuum' of ethnic 

tradition in lUIy colonial context. it may oc possible that sOme African customs and 

traditions endur~d more intact in N~w York, due to shl",r numbeers of African slave.'. 

However, it i, unlikely that beeads rdainl'd a 'sust,li""d' symbolic meaning at the Capt' rul<'r 

the first generation, perhaps due to a more rapid process of cultural assimilation for cultural 

groups who arriH' a\ the Cape in low number.'. Vl.'haL is more rlausible is \haL t:lw P'''orle 

with h<ads aL PresLwich Streel were recent arrivals and rather than rerresenling any 

'continuum' of African culture or lradition, these burials may rerres~nl episodic fa(ali(ie, l>f 

the slave trade, wher<" we hav~ r('('ords for example, of slaves in Table Bay' dying of thi,,!'. 

The ocads adoming th~ bodiE's are symbolic of the cullural substrate from which they Came 

WhilE' t:lw symbolism of beads meant litlle in the overall colonial contexl of Cape Town into 

which they were brouf,ht, that is not to say that th~ symbolic natme of such obj~'Cts could 

not h.1\·~ beE'n culturally reconstitulE'd. and imbued with new meaning. rulur~ research On 

the ratterns, USE' and symbolism of these particular beads would be of some value in 

complementing the study of social identity of th~ labouring classE's in historic Cape Town. 

' " >.1odford. LdJw Gr.on. W. Porry. S. Carrington. L. H. yv.ood. F. Jackson. R. K i11l . s . .T. TIxlnon. 
(JI~ward Uni"",,it,). 'The Tran,,,lantic Slave Trade to "New Y ()rk City: S<)Urce, and RUiJling oj" 
Capti,'. s", Paper wri118n 1", the Symposium: Archaeulugy, Biuonthmj>()k)gy & Alncan [denlit), in tl><' 
Di>spora; Th«lretical and Melh()o()[()gical Adyanc~" W()rld AITha~uk)l!ic.1 Congre,", 4, Lni.cn;jl)' uf 
Cape T~wn. IG [4.1999. p. 12 
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A Sp"'ialist study of these beads would reveal their point of origin and manufacture, and 

use. 

TAGS, TOKENS AND SHACKLES 

Slave tags and tokens were artL-.facts of urban slavery, used both in South Africa and the 

United States were artefaclS of control, although manifested in slightly different ways. 

TIle tags and tokens were recovered in five burial. along the weste", side of the site. Four of 

!he individuals were adults oriented west, and one was a sub-adult oriented northeast (Fig. 

5.38). 
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Figure 5.38. Distribution of burials with tags and tokens, and niche burials clusters are 
marked for spatial comparison 
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Thrl'e at these burials are highly disturbed. Two of these burial~ wCrC "du[t~ in coffin.~ 

(Table 5.15). The sub-adult was in a possible niche burial. 

Table 5.15. Prestwich SIn"'! burials with tags or tokens 

Individual Age Orientation Burial Strle TagsffukeJls 

18 sub-adult I\E niche? 

239 adull W collin 2 

W adult W supine 

391 adult W coffin 

1002 adul t nOlle ,upm~ 

In Cape Town, the individual householder was responsible for the passes of his or her slaves 

and this is reflected in the uniquc handmade tags (rigs. 5.3Y and 5.4ll) and tokens (fig. 5.41). 

Tokens are plain and urmumbcrcd and tags arc n1.U11bercd with holes through which to 

string them. T"he tags and tokens are the first ~rtd~L"1u~1 evidence hl be archaL'ologically 

associated with slaws uncoverl'<l in Cape Town. 

figure 5.3Y. Lead hawker slave tag No. '182', found "dth individua11002 
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Figure 5.41 Lead token;, f<rund with burial No_ 23Y 
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As grave goods ,md adonunents are prohibit~d in Islamic burial custom, it is possibl~ that 

this tag WaS not directly associated with this individuaL 'I'here is no noted disturbMlce of 

the grave on the site record forms, so the tag was either a meaningful inclusion (and anti­

orthodox), or the grav~ was som~how disturbed at a later date. This disturbance, however, 

was not archaeologically detec\:.lble. 

Two individuals Wl'r~ aL~o f",md with heavy iroo shackles arotuld their legs (Nos. 617 and 

<156). One individual had both l.,gs shackled (Fig. :;.42) while the other had omy one leg 

shackle. It is not knm'~l if th.,,;~ peopk were convicts, exiles, slaves, or others whose 

indiscretions led them to their final mornmts of Iif~ on Gallows I IilL 

• 

, 

Figur~ 5.42 Two iron shackles on Individual No. !i17 

At the CaP<", domestic slaves wer~ a distinct )\TImp from the urban slaves who belonged to 

"bakers, butchers, boardinghousl' kel'pers, tapsters, and firewood collf'Ctors, the leading 
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service occupations of the early C'pe."24' D .... spite the ubiguitous sight of male slave 1,iboUT 

in urban s~"Yvice. th .... VOC was anxious about slave mobility and controls in the form of a 

pass system, werf' soon puL in placf' in thf' 18'" century. Robert Shell suggests that sl,"' .... s had 

to have a If'.ad token to le~ve (own and. also there was" plJJkknat th"t th .... y had to have a 

numocIed. t"S5 On th~~I peI50n to be " h"wkeI in to""Il.' .. 6 Th .... economic competition 

b<>rn't'ffI urban slave owners and poor free Europeans without slaves led to fierce Iiv,,]ri .... s , 

and complaints "bout the urban seIvice sliwes continued into the 18th c .... ntury' 

"In 1794. the penultimate year of Dutch occupation. urb~n slave hawkers were only 

allowed to sell "'eaLE1Ples," nothing else and by Janum), of 180R, all hawking by slave5 

waS forbidden. After 1809. slaves could no longer ad as "coolies" or porters unless 

registered by the Fiscal (the official chargf'd with thf' slavf'S wf']fare), w ho issued to 

the 51ave a nUmN.'In::l ticket to be Worn on the hmd.. "so th"t ev""yone may See the 

s"me" . 2" 

I he incllJ SiOI1 of haw kers t~gs efff'Ctively da te5 these p"rticuiar Prestwich bIJ r ial5 to 1809 m1d 

later (I'able 5.12) 

"'Sl><lI.I994:141 
, .. Roher! Shell. f"''' comm 
'" SI>cII. 1994:172 

152 



Univ
ers

ity
 of

  C
ap

e T
ow

n

SHELLS 

"VW:ry da IIIL'Y pUI shells an Ihe graves?N 

'The old peapl£ say lhey are like pt'w/s of II", ,«a. " 

- 'Forgil'!neSS', Soulh African film, 2004 

There are hventy-se-ven burials at Prestwich Street with 'associated' shells that appear to 

have been placed in a deliberate fashion with the individual during interment, either on top 

of the coffin, or in cases where the-re were no coffins, directly on top of the individual. These 

burials cluster in the southwest COmer of the site (Fig. 5.43). 

• 

t:o -

• 

o 
o 

. '. .. . ~ .... " . .. .. I .: . 
~., 

.. ,00 ;:""i 
'I; "St£. · • 

• 

Figure 5.4:'1. Distribution of burials with· associated' shell 

It should be noted that there was evidence of a pre-colonial shell midden in this section of 

the site. Consequently, there is a danger that what see-ms to be a formal association of shell 
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257 The Cobern Street included such as a silver 
snuffbox and needle case. Some researchers have that Cobern Street Burials reJ:lre!;ented 

economic echelon of the 'underclass' than in other areas of the burial horizon. I contend that 
the Cobern Street burials do not an trend in economic 

of the underclass at the with Cobern burials later and 
somehow 'wealthier' than Prestwich. "'''UUll''/'', in its inclusion in a 
grave is a manifestation of a process of nel:celve:Q 
where an is infused with informed one's in 
lW1:tat)Osltlcln to the dominant class. 
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If death is not aUributable to the perioo of transport, thm the", pf'Ople may have died 

within a k·w month. or yea,.; of arriving at the Cape. It may be that upon arrival at I:Iw 

Cape sick slaves died within a shorl time of each otheT. Tn these cases, ,hared burials would 

have be~n the most cost-effective way for the slave owner, who Was 00 doubt unhappy 

about the 1065 of 'property' and cash, to dispose of the bodies. The agency and authority 

involved in shared burials arc keys to understanding if it WaS merely a matter of economy, 

or a small-scale event. TIlis sets up int~'T~'Shng tests for the phy.ical analy.i. of the remains. 

In contrast, Thomas Bowler', painting from the l11SOs (fig. 6_1) illustrates a group of ~iuslim 

men walking out onto the Green Point ('Ommon to perform a burial. rhis is potentialTy a 

very diffen'llt cirnunstance from a sla\'e owner who hires a gravedigger to dispose of a dead 

slave, or the expedient burial of small pox Or shipboard casualties, where p"roonal and 

cultural connections were attenuated_ TI,e power to command a space for l.lamic burials in 

lhi~ 'wasteland' is substantiatlcd by the integrity of these hurials (par&ularly in Cluster 1). 

and the fact that burials of different .tylL'S and ccmtent appear to 'resp~'Ct' this boundary_ I 

have al.o .ugge.ted that the niche burial clustlc,.; may reflect a se'lu~'llce and a longer-t~rm 

pr"",,% ill the development of the local Muslimcommunity. 

Figure 6.1. 'Muslim Procession to Gm-'n Point', hy Thomas Bowler, c 1850s 
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ln the early to mid-1~Lh century, the :.1uslims buried members of their hith hq!()nd the 

established DRC md voe cemcteri~s. The details of their burial customs (the carved 

niches, the clay features and stones) were kept, quite literally, underground In this way, 

overt demonstration of religious and traditional pmctices that were prohihited by the \loe 

were either surreptitinus events, or the authorities turned a bJind eye to the :.1uslim burials. 

These burials Were surely noticed, however, and simply allowing this bmial ground to exist 

refore the 'formalizing of the Islamic Burial Grom"h; on Sign.\l Hill starting in 1805 is a 

recognition, arid respect of this community. 

Tbe overwhelming numrer of burials at Prestwich Street, however, are 'anonymous' - that 

is, they are without culturitl attributes which may reflect a p€rsonal or "'Xial idenhty itl th~ 

burial rf'Cord and this in and of it:s.<clf 'speaks' to m identity embedded md imposed by 

within the dominant culture. "III'hilc th~'SC p~r"Ol'" mJy h~\'C hJd unique ;d~ntiti~ in ]ife - in 

lanp,uage, in custom, or religious bdiefs - conditions of thdr lives and deaths were 

effectively erased in death hy a gmeric and corporitte buriitl style. The Vergelegen sla\'e, for 

example, arrived to th~ Cape possibly from Madagascit!. Her burial in a coffin, denoting 

Cl1ristian custom, is a rcllection that h~I id~Tltity (regardless of degree of assimilation or 

resistanc~) WitS subsumed and erased in de.Lh by the dominant cultural practice. On a S(xio-

economic level this translate:<; to an inability of thesc p'-'ople to mitd control over their 

hurials, and their li\'es. It furthermore poinl:& Lo the process of Creoli7ation and a r,rowitlg 

Citpc-born 'underclass' born itlto the voe cultural (and later British) and societal mores. 

\{y resulL~ are hroadly summit!iL~d in Figure 6.2 ,md suggest that cultural itnd maLerial . . 

variability in my Pr~stv.'ich Strl'et burial sample. The 'underdass' is not a homogenous 

'anonymous'mass. Discrete cullurallraditions, and possihle dates are suggested for these 

bmial episodes. 
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Figure 6.2 Prestwich Stred burial patterning ami implications for social identity and 
chronology at the Cape. 
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of the individuals in 'mass' burials have articulated remains and fell in the 'Individual' 
While these burials are indeed 'shared burials', I did not address these in my for the 

fact that I did not look at 'shared burials' as a selected burial It was noted 
excavation that there may be an association between dental beads and shared burials so I 

these modification and grave instead. The individuals in the 'mass 
noted above did not have any dental modification or grave and thus were not included in 

my "'"",,UP!\;;. 
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271 Boon Tan and Brenda 2002: 'The "Remains of the Dead": Politics of Nation-
v ..... , ... Uj'F. in Post-War SirlgapoI'e', in Human J:.,cOlc,~Review Vol. 9, No. I, 
212 Tan and Yeoh 2002:2 
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Christian Emstens MPhil the I-I",.,t,,,.,, 

M~llml:lgeme:nt of Prestwich Street'. Center for African 2006. Also see Julian Jonker's 
paper for UWC Seminar: 'Silence ofthe Preswich Place and the the Ethnics 
and Notes of the Archive and the 

274 l'IIanOIlan·n and in the Denicted Past' in Politics 
pp 38~ 48 London: Unwin 

1993: The Social: SVlnb()/is.m. 
London: ..... V .. UI;U~;<;;. 
276 See Turner 1992 and Foucault 1977 for theoretical foundation on social ,,,wt,,,,,,,, and 
discourse. 
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281 See Alan Moms's Race in a Racist 
as well as and Rassool's 'Skeletons in the 

museums and the trade in human remains 1907-1917' which saw itself as 
establishment for the sins of the and forth a demand that museums account for the human 
remains in their collections. as Alan Moms writes his response to the the 
collection of African human remains in the and centuries was 'a colonial reflection of the 
Eurol)ean scientific establishment' and what and Rassool uncovered is 
Skeletons in the way forward and not 

the advances in between it and the of 
arcna~:Ol()gy. The that was done to the between the and is 
not, '""WI"""'''' 
282 The Dll:SCClnCeD1ClOllS confined to South Africa. These are issues that have 
arisen in other countries with similar leg:aclC~S clololni:i~tiion and disenfranchised groups 
the U.S and Australia merit attention due to and which has arisen from 
this interface. South Africa is a and recent 
transfonnative events. 
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