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ABSTRACT

Using Lesotho as a case study, this dissertation examines the changing forms
of land tenure in a rural Southern African population. Land tenure in Lesotho

is seen to have undergone many transformations over the last 200 years.

These transformations are illustrated through an historical analysis of
political and of social relationships in rural Lesotho. For example, the
chieftainship in Lesotho is analysed to illustrate how changes in its
structure have led to a strengthening of commoners' usufruct land rights.
In turn, by examining how commoners' land rights have been expressed over
time, this study demonstrates the contemporary significancez of tinship tics

in a rural Lesotho community.

The significance of kinship is seen to lie in the flexibility which its
principles allow, for members of the rural community,to accomodate the
demographic, ecological and economic pressures of living in a peripheral
part of Southern Africa. In effect, such flexibility is seen to have
enabled the rural community to allocate, as optimally as possible, the
scarce resources it has and can utilise. By examining how those resources
have been utilised, this study demonstrates how relations of production in
the rural community have become defined by communal control cover rather
than individual ownership of resources. As a result, this study illustrates
how groups of agnatically related households have been formed into units of
production in which the permanent rural residents,rather than the wage
earning migrant workers,have control over resources, including the latters'

cash incomes.

The development of such a unit of production is seen to be based on a
sustained and vital interest by Basotho in land. That interest, which ras
been defined by principles of kinship, has prevented the alienation o
Basotho from land. In effect, that interest has been a response by Basotho
to the many and diffuse threats to their material existence brought about by
their incorporation into a Capitalist politico-economic system. Consequently,
this dissertation argues for a reconsideration of kinship in anthropological
history,in view of the historical rather than synchronic anthropological

perspective adopted in this study.
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Ke rata ho le lebohela thuso eo le mphileng eona ha ke hlophisa 'Histori ea
Basotho'. Ke tsoanecla ho ikopela tsoarelo ha e le mona ke nkile nako e telele
ho feta kameo ke neng ke lebeletse ho qeta histori ena, le ho le fa dikopi ha
ea ka litumellano. Ke tsepa hore.boiteko ba ka bo bile le katlecho le hore
bo hlokisitse ka ho totobala seco le mpolclletseng sona ka bolokolohi le ra

lobe letho.

Ho thata ka 'nete ho leboha ke golla batho ka bonngoe. Batho ba nkamohetseng ka
matsoho a mabeli, moea o mofuthu le hona ho buisana le 'na ka mosebetsi oa ka
bangata. Leha ho le joalo, ke tlameha ho isa teboho e ikhethang ho Morena

ea ileng a ntumella ho lula ha ha ke ne fihla ke le motoaitoai

oa lekhoa la moeti o nthusitse ka tsela tse ngata. Ka mokhoa o-joalo ke rata

ho leboha Ntate le 'mé le ka ho nkamohela lapeng la
bona. Ba entse bonnete ba hore ho lula ha ka ~ ho be monate. Liteboho
tse ngata ke 1i lebisa ho batho ba .  ba ileng ba mamella mekhoa ea ka le

ho itsunya- tsunya maphelong a bona. Ke le leboha e le Ka 'nete. Ho feta mona
ke leboha ntate : , ntate le . ka ho nthuto Sesotho.
Kantle ho fhuso ea bona ke ne ke sa tlo bua le eona nteteroane ea Sesotho.
Qetellong ke rata ho leboha kaofela hobanc leha le bangata hao ke sitoang

ho le golla ka mabitso, le nthutile!

Ho le leboha ke ngotse mosebetsi ona ka bokhoni le kutloisiso ea ka eohle,
Joalo kaha 1le mphile tsebo ena ka botsepehi, ke fetotse mabitso kaofela ho ea
ka tloaelo'ea li-Anthropologists. Ha ke bontse nyeliso kapa tello ka fatso
ena‘ke mpa ke sireletsa bathusi ba ka hobane liphuputso tse ngotsoeng li ka
baloa ke mang kapa mang. Ka heco khohlo eca ke e fetotse ka e bitsa khohlo
ea Naleli. Lebitso lena Naleli le tla nkhopotsa tse ling tsa lipuisano tse
monate tsco ke bileng le tsona le ntate ka linaleli, le mokhoa o hlakileng
ao li bonoang -ka ona ha .. Mabitso a metse le a batho, le ona a

fetotsoe, Mohlomong babali ba tla ikelelloa 'moho le ba bang ba hlahang
mosebetsing ona. Ke tscpa hore ha ke a hlahisa batho bana hampe le hore ke
beile lintlhq ka nepo. Liphoso tsz ka hlzhang ke tse tsoetsoeng ke ho haelloa

ke kutloisiso ha ka. Koana ke tsepa horz hona ho nyenyefalitsoe ke thuso ea lona.

Leha le fane ka nako ea-lona ho nthusa ho phetha mosebetsi oa ka, 'na ha ho
seo nka le fang =sona . Ke tsepa hore histori ena e Lla thusa e le seo ke

le fang sona 'me likopi tseo ke tlileng le tsona 1i tla bolokoa ka tlhokamelo
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NOTES.,

Orthography:

The citizens of Lesotho refer to themselves collectively as Basotho. The
individual citizen is referred to as Mosotho. There are two official

languages in Lesotho, Sesotho and English. Sesotho is the indigenous

language and it forms part of a cluster of linguistically related languages

in Southern Africa. English is the product of the period of colonial rule by
Britain and while it remains an official language, it is not spoken by many
Basotho. While Sesotho is the word used to designate a language, it can be used

to refer to anything pertaining to Lesotho, Basotho and their lifestyles.

There are two orthographies of Sesotho. One orthography is used in Leéotho
and it is derived from the lexicographic works of the early French missionaries
in the country. The other orthography is used in South Africa and it.is an
anglicized version of the first orthography. Basotho prefer to use the first
orthography and thus, I use. that orthography in the text of this dissertation.
In a few instances, however, I use the second orthography when T refer to
historical events, in order to convey the political circumstances of the time.
In addition, I do not use the definite article in front of the word "Basotho".
To do so could misrepresent the sense in which the word is used. To place the
definite article before the word "Basotho" tends to imply the existence of a
culturally homogenous group. Historical evidence, however, does not support
such an implication. By excluding the definite article, I indicate that I am
referring only to the population which was formed by political circumstances

and which was forced to reside in the territory now known as Lesotho.

The Lesotho orthography contains several idiomatic features. Listed below -are

those features which are contained in words that appear in the text.

(1) An "1" before an "i" or a "u" is pronounced as a "d" in English. Thus, the

word "Naleli" is pronounced "Naledi".
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APPENDIX 5: Bokhina Pere: A compromise suggestion in the Judicial

Commissioner's Courtfsee page 118).

In the dispute between chief Samuel and chiefs Mpho and Mokete, the Judicial
Comnissioner suggested a compromise solution. He suggested that perhaps, the
dispute could be settled by the application of a principle in customary law,
whereby a chief could be placed in an area and super-imposed over incumbent
chiefs and headmen. According to the Judicial Commissioner, this principle
required that the area of jurisdiction and the powers of the new chief

would have to be decided upon in consultation with the other chiefs and
headmen. Moreover, implicit in this arrangement was the requirement that
commoners in the affected area had to agree to the imposition of another

chief,

The Judicial Commissioner's report referred to the above principle as

'bekhina pere'. The word bekhina is probably a mistranscription of bokhina.

The literal meaning of the phrase bokhina pere is to hobble a horse(pere)

in someone else's enclosure. Thus, this practice would appear to be an
apt analogy for the principle outlined above. I was unable, however, to

clarify the etymology of this phrase and the principle of customary law.

The Judicial Commissioner's suggestion would appear to have been outdated,
given its conception of the relationship between chiefs, subordinates and
commoners. Such a relationship had long since disappeared as a central

characteristic of political relationships amongst Basotho.
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