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Saul Solomon was born in 1817 and died in 1892, He was
never a member of the Legislative Council, so that his
© political career ¢an ve said to have begun in 1854, when he
- was roturned to the first House of Assembly as one of the four
members representing Capstown, IHe held his seabt with a break
of only one year, in 1865, until 1883, when illness compelled
him te retire. To my'mind, prior to 1854, he was but an
tamgtour! politician, using the word in no depreciatory sense,
and I therefore propose to concentrate most of my attention
on his parliamentary career.

3 The period from 1854 to 1883 falls naturally into two
sections, the dividing line being in 1872, fpuring the years
of Representative Government (1854.1872), Cape politics were
rather narrowly localised, The three most important politiecal
guestions were all aimed, fundamentally, at constitutionsal
smendment, in one direction or another, fThe Fasterns demanded
Separation - the Westerns (chiefly), Responsible Government,
and lir, Solomon campalgned for a repsal of Schedule C of the
Reserved Civil List Ordinance of 1853(1), providing for
religlous grants out of the publie revenue, OFf course, it is
not possible to draw a rigid line of demarcation between the
periods prior and subsequent to the introduction of Reaponsible
Govermment, for the Eastern agitation flickered on for another
few years and the “oluntary Bill was only enacted in 1875 - yet
‘unmistakably 1872 marks the end of one pericd gnd the beginning
of another,

(1 )O Ey.b@rs » Pe 57.
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o - The increase in area {1) of the Cape between 1872 and
© 1883 is & significant indication of the broadening of the

‘politicel questions confronting the Cape Parlimment. (2).

The most important of these po far beyond the frontiers of

the Colony in their implications, The agitation for
'Confederation! is obvioudly of South Afrlcan interest. So

is the politleal orgenisation of the Dutch in the Boeren @ -

-~ Beschermings Vereniging and the Afrikener Bond, coupled with
‘which, to_a certain extent, though not entirely, is the o
jgsue of ﬁperlalism versus Colonialism. At this time too,

native affalrs reoceive a,maxivum of. atfention from the cape

. Parliament, .

" Another distinguishing featurs is that in the first
period, the various issues ars much more locaely intertw;ned ‘
‘than 1is the case 1n the second. _ :

: , Consequently; the two sections have. been handled: :
differently. The part played by ¥r. Solomon in the movements
 for Separation and Responsible CGovernment, respectively, has
been relatsd in distinct chapters. Another chapter examines
his views on tSocial-Political! questions, for which the close -
conecentration on domestic affairs during the psriod of :
- Representative Government, has furnished ample material,

. With the introduction of Responsible CGovernment, the

centre of the stage 1s occupied by the Administration of the
day, By this time, ¥r, Solomon's views are in no doubt and
the interest is then to estimste hia influence on the diffarentr'
o miniatries. , ,

- Nawspapers were the main source of informatxon. From
them I obtaeined reports of debates,(3) (Hansard only begins

. in 1884), editorial reviews, and accounts of meetings

banquets, and the like., The Imperial Bluebooks were not very
useful, but whenever I could find them, I drew upon the notes
of contemporaries., Unfortunately, I bave not been able to

- obtain any private letters, written elther by or to him, It

~ is disappointing, but no real obstacle to g consideration of
his political carser, sinee he was a most conscientious
parliamentarian and never neglected a suitable occasion to

- express his viows. : _

However it is true that the lack of private information
is a serious drawback in the attempt to reconstruct the
pre-Parliamentary period, whose maln interest 1s as a prelude.

(l). In 1871 Basutoland.was annexa& and hﬂld $ill the Cape
voluntarily handed it back to the Imperial @arorn-
‘ment in 1883, In 1879 Fingoland and Griqualand .
Rast were snnexed to the Colony., A Bill was passed
to annex Grigualand Weat in 1877 " but did not become
operative till 1880, _

(2). As late as 1880, R.F. Statham described Cape pelitics
as the 'amall dog with the three inech stride'
Blacks, Boers and Eritish, Page 454

(3. For this purpose 1 used the 'South African Commercial
Advertiser and Mail' up to 1863, and after that the
-1Cape Argus' except where otherwise stated.



1ng thia time he occupieu no recognised political
pcsition 86 that his views might be recorded in an official
.. Journal and further, for a considerable part of the period,
“he was young, so that none but his intimates new or cared,
© what he thought and did., All his contemporaries are long
© . dead. With some of these and with Mr, Solomon's widow,
- ¥re R, Eilpin was in touch in 121, but the information he
- put into his article (1) is meagre. Dr, Louls Horrman's
. ghapter on the Solomon fawmily in the 'The Jews in South
Africat', contains some useful biographical materisl, but it
- needed checking on points as, to s lesser extent, aia
- ¥r, Kilpin's article, It i3 noteworthy than when he died.

 in 1892, the obituaries contained very little about his 1ifs
- and getivities before he entered Parliament., Xven in 1864,

R. W, Hurray wrote,{(2) "I desirs it to be undersitood that
Hres Solomon's public chargeter was, if not altagethar

- formed in the ﬁouse, tut 1ittle kmown when he was elected

to a socet in that House®. ~Consequently, I was obliged to
- ssarch through several Capetown newspapers of the time,. on-
~ the offchance of finding mention of him, A4s might be
~ expected, it was on the whole a fruitless labour.,

I might rocord hord ‘the attempts I personally made to
obtain privete information, -At the suggestion of Judge

- Saul Solomon, I wrote to Miss Daisy Solomon, who lives in

England. She replzed that she had sent what papers re-
mained in her possession to a relative who was writing e
history of the family., 4 few months later, I again wrote
- to her, but have received no reply., IHlss ?milie Solomon

 was’ leaving for England when she received my letter and

. whose mother was NMr. Solomon's niece, Mary Solomon

promised to see meé on her return - she died on her arprival
in England, I spolte to her over the telephone before she
left and do not think that she could have helped me very
mach, though she could probably have related some interest-
ing anecdotes, Advised by Dr, Herrmen, I wrote to irs, Dick
,and was

well-known a3 ¥Mrs, John Brown, bul neither she nor
Hrs, Anne Lewis, another nlece, had any papers. Mr. Charles

- Hurray, whose parents were very. friendly with the Solomons,

. couid not help me either, Ir, Allen Loxton showed me the little
- the Cape Argus 1library contained on Hip. Solomon and also

- advised me to write to Mr, Alan Solomon, whom he said was very
interested in the femily history, After twice being given

the wrong address, I gave up, as it was already late in the
yeer. lr, Kilmin felt that the notes he had teken from con-
tomporaries were strictly confidential and that he could not

~8how them to me, The Rev, Hedly Parks showed me the reccr do

- of the Congregational Clurch (1 wanted to establish the date
of his baptism), but nons of these went for encugh back for

my purpose¢

(1), Cape Argus. April 23rd, 1921, "Ploneers of
-~ Parliament” - "Saul Solamon" by R. Kilpin,

-(2).' Re ¥, Murray tPen and Inlk Sketches in ﬁarliam@nt“
- by Limmer. Q;&%ﬁ) Book 2, (1864) page 47 :
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CHAPTER 1, INTRODUCTORY, 161‘7 - ,1844.

The fi?st Jewish immigrant to settle in St. Helena, was
Saul Solomon, the eldest son of the twenty~one children of an
Anglo-Jewish merchant Nathaniel Solomon, and his wife Phoebe, (1)
In 19756, as a young wman of twenty, he left London, presumably
for reasons of trade, on g ship bound for India, Being taken
- seriously 111 on the voyags, he was landed at St. Helena, On
- the recovery of his health, he decided to remain on the island
' and set about building up an extremely lucrative shipping and
trading bvusiness at the port of Jamestown, so that he came, in
due course, to be known as the “Herchant-ging of 5t. Helena®.
- As the business expanded, he took as his partner a lir, Hoss,
and he was jJoined by his brothers Jeseph and Benjamin, Saul
Solomon, the Cape politiclan, was the second of the eight
children born to Joseph Solomon and Hannah Moss, sister of
the business partner, They bad been betrothed in London but
were married in 1815 in the Ghurch of Englend, (2) at St Felena,

The Solomon family; a8 a whole, i8 one of the most
distinguished in South Africa, by reason of the outstanding
ability of such & proportionately large number of its indi-
vidual members, Meny of the most talenbted were descended from
Joseph and Hannahe Curiously encugh, Joseph was not an
especinlly able man, He was neither suceessful in business
nor prominent in public life, When he died, it was merely

e sald of him that be was 'a very old colonist and father of

Mr. 2gul Solomon, M,P.'! and that he t‘was well-lmown and much
respected!(3), Nor is much known of his wife Hannah,

The Solomons, at St. Helena, apparently became fervent
admirers of Kgpoleon, who was brought to Longwood in 1818,
2aul, the merchant, was supposed to have tried to assist tha
Emperor to escape by sending him & silke«wire ladder in a
silver tea-pot, Hannah Solomon, who was especlally partisan,
took her eldest son H@nry, then a child of five, to see the
former congqueror 1y in State, and he remembered that she
wepts This sbory, (4 which Mrs, Brown, Henry's daughter,
used to tell her grandchildren,is interesting, but cannot be
- 8aid to be eSpecially‘siznifieant. It merely showed the
Solomons to be possessed of sufficlent imagination to be
stirred by groatness, even thsugh fallen,

But Hannah anvaeseph.possessed one undoubted trait.
They were devout Jews, ©So much so, that rather than let
their children grow up without a sound Jewish education, they
sent thelr two eldest sons to England, to Joseph's mother
Phoebe Sclomon, whose orthodoxy was beybnd guestion, She .
came from the De Mitz family of Duteh Jews resident in Leyden.
It is suggested by Dr, Herrman,(5) that the abilities of the
Solomens were lergely inhorited from her. She certalnly =
poasessoed vitality, Marrled at fourteen, she had borne twenty-
one children, and yet lived to the age of oneé hundred and four.

(1). Except whore otherwise stated, these biographical‘:
o deteils are taken from Dr, L; Herrman's book,.
"The Jews in South Africa”. Chapter &6, on the
Solomon family‘
(2)e R. Kilpin - Article 4in Cape Argus, April 23rd, 1921.

(3). Cape Argus, April 11th, 1861, Under "Local snd
: Distriet News™,

(4), "™irs. Johm B:cwa" hy.Angela James and Nins Hill, page 4.

{(5). Herrman, Page 83,
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, Henry was only five, yaara old when he 1eft St. ‘Helena
in 1821, as waes Seul who followed him in the noxt year (1).
. They were circumcised by the Chief Rabbi, Dr. Sclomon B
- "Herschell and were sent to a Jewish elementary'schcnl gon--: .

—ﬁueted by Mr. H. Hs Solomon at. Hammsrsmith. o - B

S Dre Berrman(z) makes the interesting suggestion that -
t1iberal ideas of racilal and religious equality' were stirred
in the boys by hearing consbant discussions ebout the removal
of eivil dl&abilities based on religlous grounds, By 1828(3)
when they returned to St, Helena, Catholle emancipatien was
imminent and thus the Jeéws were hopeful of subsequent con-

 cessions to their own interests. .In the ebsence of positive

evidence, Dr, Herrman's suggestion must remain that snd nothing
more. FEven more important, I think, was the training they

- received in these ysars with the speecific object of awakening
in them a consciousness of race, Judalsm a3 a religion, they
exchanged while 8till in their teens Ffor Christienity,(4) but
they still remeinelbound to their orthodox kinsmen by the tles
of blood and consequently their 'soclal-political! views were
- profoundly influenced thereby, when they came to maturity.
They could not but view with sympathy the efforts of their

 father's cousin, David Salomons{5) already in bis late

twenties when they first arriveﬂ.in England to. enter
Parliament as a Jew. - -

. while still in England, Saul and Henry(s) were stricken

- down with infantile paralysis, and wers apparently wrongly
 treated for "rickets and rheumatic pains”.(7). Saul was
ordered to wear metalllic splints day end night, which caused -
him great pain as hi¢ lower 1llmbs were prevanted from
developing., In conseguence, his stature was dwarfed to some
three and a half feet, and, in addition, he was lamed for 1ife.

It is certain that he was not indifferent to his physical
appearance, At the elections in 1859,(8) he caused a sensa-~
~tion when he cried out bitterly that he was 'a porson with
the soul, the heart, the affections, the pessions and the
aspirations of & man ....s placed in the frame of & child',

(1) According to Kilpin's version, 'At about two years
~ of age, he was sent to his grandmother in London
‘ to @ treated for rickmts and.rheumatic palna?,
{2)¢ Herrman. Page 72. N
(3). Ibid, Page 82, suggests 1829, as the year.
{4). Ses further down.
(5). David Salomons {later Sir Daviﬁ) was the son of
Levli Salomons a London merchant and Matilde Mitz,
Phoebe Solomont's sister. According to the
Jewish encyclopaedia, Vol, 10, Page 655, he was
born in 1797 and dled in 1873. First Jewish
Lord Mayor of London in 1855, Returned as & iiberal
for Greenwlich in 1851, he was fined £500 for
11legally voting in the House although he had not
~ teken the oath ‘'on the true faith of a Christian'.
Although re-slected again and again he could not
take his seat ¢il11l 1859, the ocath having been
'~ @sltered in the previous year.
Herrman. Page 82. -

¥§13,9.A. anﬂ Mail' 12th Ianuary 1859.
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, Fcrtunately for himﬂelf, he ver; early*shawed that

- ho possessed courage. Yhile ho was still at school, his
mester had occasion to brich Henry. - Saul tried to atOp
“hinm and resorted fto the device of Liting the man's leg -

© $111 he dropped the birch, What the consequences of his

. ‘action were is not tnld,vbut the incident reveals him as
”aﬂ.unusual childatl), R .

i " On. their return to St. Helena, the boya continued
- their education at the Honourable East India Company's

. School run by ¥r, John Firmin,(2). = In 1831, Rannah and
. Joseph, with their entire family, moved to Capetown‘ Saul

with Richard and Edward, his younger brothers, atitended ‘
¢lasses at the South African College, which had been founded
- two years previously. There his brief career of a year was
not esPBcially'noteworthy. " Dre. Changuion(3) exaggerated

"~ when he told an sudlence in Lauganne that Sgul had dls= :

- tinguished himself at this time. Referring to the South
 Africen College, he said, ".fter an anmual public examination
. whieh had occurred shortly before my arrival, that elite

.~ of South Africa had paraded through the streots of Capebtown,
with their chief prizeman, Seul Solomon, a poor youth of
"Jewish extraction, at the head of the procession., The
effect must have been very striking s.ese”. Obviously Dr,
Changuion did not have first hand knowledge of what he -
spoke. Actually, not only wes Saul not the leading sbudemt

- but he was not even g brililant scholar. He was definitely

- not in the highest classes,(4) end, in fact, in some

. subjects, his younger brothers outstripped him,{8). THis
"sole succeszes were the class priges for Latin and Arithmetic.

o Dr. Changuion's mémory of the psast was coloured by lr.

- Solomon's later successes, for after saying that he even then

possesged 'a head which ‘aimost gny man in the colony might

~envy him', he goes on Ho say ‘s head which has made him the
1eading member of QVGry Cap@ Parliament Gl!"!‘t v

) Obituary in the C. A. October 17th l892. Note that
Herrmen P, B2, says that Sgul was sent slone to
Capetown in 1529 as a foundation scholer at the .
South African College, Edward and Richerd joining

“him in the next year and the rest of the family
'~ only in 1831. But there is no mention of the names
~of elther Ssul, Edward or Richard in the 'Notige of
the Fiprst Public Exemination of the South Afriecan

; College, beginning 12th August, 1830%,

{3}, "Introduectory Discourse dslivered at the Town House of

Lausanne to a numerous English asudience on the £8th

Jenuary 1868, by Dr. A.i.E. Changuion. Herrmen P.82,

, gquotes him and consequently repeats the error.

C(4)e _'Prospectus of the Second Anmual Publice Examination of

co the South African College commencing Monday, August
15th, 1831!', He wes in the 2nd of four divisions for
Latin and Arithmetic (he had hardly begun tathematies)
and in the lst Division fcr English Literature,

o Geography and History. -

"{5).  Thoy were both in the third division for 61assics,

© Hathematics and Arithmebic. »
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It is nct certain whﬂther financsal diffieulties were

. * the peason for Saul leaving school so early. - Dr, Ghanguicﬂ,

-in the extract alrasdy guoted, spoke of him as & 'poor

.youth of Jewish extraction' and Mr, Fllpin mentions unlucky
- financlal specuvlations by Joseph Solomon. . On his arrival
©in 1831, the latter had- established a boarding-house at

'5‘f number 15, reerengraeht, where, he agsursd(l) 'Captains, -

Commenders of ships end passongers touchlng at the Capteses
they may rely on every attention belng paid to thelr

- comfort'. He had &ls0o opened up iatores near the

“shomblest. It does not seem a8 though 1t wers & fortunate
venturs, for he later turned grocer(2) and then messenger.

of the Cape of Good FHope Bank(3) At all events, about the
time of the annuel examination at the College, in August,
1831, George Greig invited applications(4) for an apprentice-
shxp in his printing works, omphasising that great ,
physical strength was not required‘ 'There are vacencles
in the office of the Advertiser for two or threc respectable,

" welleeducated youths, ss apprentices to the lighter branch

- of the Art of Printing. The occupation is not laborious :
and it combines with the acquirement of the Art, the improve—
‘ment of the Bindf, Probably 3aul entered Greig's :
~estabiishment in reply to this advertisement.

; He quite soon worked his way up, but the stages of .
' advancement are difficult to determine. .1t is suggested
that Grelg soon recognised his abilities and mede him 3
manager.(ﬁ). In 1840, at the age of twenty-three, hs
suscesafully tendered, on his own behalf, for the Government

L printing, and stationerg contract.(8). When @reig was
 declared bankrupt, Seul and Henry {the latter had been

bookkeeper to the [irm) acquired the business and begen to
trade as Sgul Solomon and Cempany.{7). On losing the
contract to print the 'Capetown Mail! when it wes amalgamated
with Fairbairn's paper in 1854,(8) he published hia own
~gdvertising and nowssheot 'The Cape ¥Mercantile Advertiser?,
Thus by the time he entered Pariisment, he was, entivrely
owing to his own effort, a substantial businessmen, Shortly
befors, when he went on holiday to Ingland, his employees
présented him with & gold inke-stand and sn address, in which
they mentioned his Yncessant m@nﬁal 1abOUr cees for the '
~ last tw nty years'.(gj,_- .

Raapsche Almsnsk en Naamboek 1836
Cape of Good Hope Almanac and Directory 1838
S,Agc A, August ard, 1831 :
Kilpin
Cupe of Good Hope Government CGazette, May 8th 1840,
"Printed and published by Seul Solomon, tho contractort.
In 1848 the C. of G.H. Almanac and Annual Register still
~ ¢ites him under VInhabitants of C.T. and Environs!' as
'Solomon, Saul, printer!'. In 1849 in the same the
description is Solomon sand Co,, Saul, printers. But
on the other hand, the Govt, Gazette of December, 30th.
4 1847 econtains & notice that the Capetowm Mall' is to
be printed in futurc by Saul Sclomon and Co,
{8). ' This seems to hint that his relations with Fairbairn were
- not as good as formprly. Murray wrongly says he lost
the printing of Falrbairn's psaper as well (South
~ Africen Reminiscences, P.31l. From July ist 1835 the
 SeheCehs was printed by Semuel ﬁollet and then George
_— Pike - never ir. Solomon. '
{9), The Hercantile Advertlser, July 27th, 18“& "Hiscellaneous
S Inﬁelligenee” )

» &
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i uaul antered early‘upon not’ cnly 8 business career, but
upon ‘amgtour! polities. When he was apprenticed to Grolg

. he:was brought into contact with Jobn Falrbalrn, the edlitor

. of the "South African Commercial Advertiser", a papor

- printed bv'Greig, and either through Fairbairn or Greig,(1)
~with Dr, Philip. Probably 1t was through Fairbalrn and B

Philip that he began to ecnsider with care the position of

' the Native and Coloured peoples within and without the

- colony, and In general the foundstions of his own behaviour.
- There can be herdly any doubt thatThe influence of these
- two was important in his adoption of the principle of : :
- equality cf treatment for all, without distinction, although, :
‘@8 has already been noted, the circumstences of his .
environment wers such as to make him readily*receptive to
liveral ideals. .

. . o T €k
Ehere was no Jewian aongregaticn in Cagetewn‘gizzése—__

}s; Partly in censequ@nce'of this,

'"~f_Dr Philip wes able to convert the whole family of Joseph

and Hannah to Christianity sl though the parents themsclves Ny
- remeined orthodox adherents of Judaism, Henry was baptised
- on Sgptember 7th 1834, and Saul probably about the same time,
'_but tnere is no record in his casa‘(3).' : , o

S It was an 1mportan% step in their 1ivas, thxs public
- renuneclation of one creed for another. In all likelihood
the parents raised not. o little opposition, Frobably one -
can rogard Saul as set in his basie prineiples of Liberalism

.~ from that day., Indeed, at this very time, according to

Mr. Xilpin,(4) he was pelted with rotbten eggs and whatnot
in the streets of Capetown, because he was widely known to
.share the views of Dr, Philip end Mr. Fairbairn,

In the years following, ne wes steadily climbing the
ladder of hwusiness success, The newspapers furnish prac=-
-tleally no evidence of his political activities at this time,

EE HMost probably, be, like his leader Fgirbairn,(5) desired a

repregentative assembly, but femred the passibility of
discriminatory legislation against the eoloured poople, unlesa
cortain elementary rights could be sssured them, which was
. the case whon the Masters and Servants Ordinance, passed

by the Leglslative Council in 1841 and ratified in 1842, mads

. no reference to colour in legal questions arising out of

employment cﬁntracts.

{1). &irbairn married Dre Pnilip'a daughter in 18013 } -
. See Kilpin's articie on John Fairbairn in the Cede
March 26th 1921, Greig was one of the sponsors ‘
at the baptism of Henry Solomon on September. 7th,
- 1834, at St, George's Clurch - Herrman P, 84.
 {2)a . CuA, June 6th 1882, e was presented with an
e address and a purse of 60 guineas by the Nayor of
- Capetown, on his retivement after 23 years. '
{3)e Herrman Pp. 71«84, &n article on Saul Solomon by
: « Rabinowitz pp. 231-235, in the South African
Jewish‘x@ar Book, 1929, bas a footnote by the editer
off the religion of the Solomnns. ¥r. John J.
- Gubbins, of Ottoshoop, Transveal had shown him a
letter written by Edward Solomon on 15th August, 1835,
attrivuting his complete aonvers&%éeﬁ to Dr. Phillp.
‘Artiecle on Sgul Solemon -
Walker, History of South Africa, p. 243.

o
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- His attitude to anether great event of the tims - the
Trek - is only lmown to us from his own statementsin later
years, He then deeclared that he had alweys been gquite -
sympathetic to the treltboers, although he viewed with alarn,
- .their encroachmenis on native lands. %I enbtirely disapproved
‘of the interference or the extent of ocur interferenecs with
the emlgrant farmers; - and when they were called rebels for
resisting that interferencs, I had very great doubts whether
the term could be properly applied to men in their positiond(1).

Although Hr, Kilpin declares(2) that during the Anti-
Conviet Agitation, 'hs was soon recognised throughout the
. Golony as one of PFalrbairnts ablest and boldest lieutenants!®,
there is no mentlon of him as an organiger in the newapapers.
But at the 'Grend Dinmer' in Warch 1850,(3) tc celebrate the
triumph of tne Anti-Convict Association, ¥r. Advocaste Faure
toasted '"The British Press that hes advoeated the enuse of the

- .colonists in the late strugglet, and Mr. Solomon replied with

sn sloguent speech, in which he expresaed clearly asnd fear- :
‘lessly his opinions, His scathing seference to the i imes" a3 &
_notable opponent of the Colony in the recent struggle, inci-
dentally shows his sympathy with the contemporary libersl and
national movements in Burcope. It was a paper 'which
syatematically opposes every progressive movement in England
and every effort for securing political roforms ..sess Which
"hes done its utmost to stifle the cries of the Fungerians for
freedom - which has taken upon itsolf to justify tho French
expedition to Rome ..eso's Hisgovernment was lnovitable as
long as the colonies wore ruled from Downing Stroet, but he
hoped for better times. The strugsle through which they had

80 successfully passed proved thelr fitness for ropresentative
government, !'Sir, we have a glerious prospect before us, and
we atand upon the eve of important colonial changes. We begin
now to catch a glimpse of those free institutions and that
responsible government {sic) which have so long sluded our
grasp',

As the ogltation subsided, he lapsed once more into
obscurity, if one were to judge from the nowspapers. He was
not one of the five tPopular Hembers! chosen by the CGovernor,
Sir Herry Swmith, with the assistance of the Municipal Councils
and divisional roadboards, %o £ill up vacancies on the ‘
Legislative Counell, In Harch 1854,(4) however, a number of
electors in Capetown sent a requisitien to Hr, Solomon to
represent them in the House of Assembly. They wrote, "All who
have the pleasure of jyour acquaintance have learned to value
the energetic psrseveragnce of your character and there are not
many in this colony gif'ted with the clear and powerful intellect
which you possesst!, Hr, Solomon replied that he had, with
reluetance, allowed himself to be p@rsuaded.

fle assumed that since they-wished him to be their

roprogentative; they were acquainted with his views, but in
order that thero should be no misunderstanding whatever, he

(1), House of Assembly., Wed. April 30th 1850, (¢h9 nGWSpaper
report is invarlably a day or two behind),

{2). Kilpin - Article on Saul Solomon.

(3)s SA.C,A, of Yarch 16th 1850. Report of a 'Crand Dinnert! by
Nembers of the Anti-Conviet Aasociation, on Tuesday,

- ~ ¥areh 12th, 'About 170180 gentlemen sat down togethert.
{4)s P.2 of "The Election of MNr. Saul Solomon to the House
of Assembly for the City of Capebtown". This

pamphlet (in the 3,A, Public Library) contains the
requisition to him, his reply, his speeches on nomina-
tion day and at the declaration of the Polb,
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proposed to sot out in black and white,(1l) the general
policy he would pursue. As & Liberal, he would regard it
as 'g sgered duty! to oppose ell diseriminatory legislation.
He would resist any attempt to restrict the franchise; On
the contrary he would advocate smendment of the constiltution
in the direction of meklng it more democratic, beceause he
considered the property qualifiestion for members of the
Legislative Councll too high and the pericd for which both
Houses were elected too long. He favoured the grant of
local self«government to the East by 2 devolution of the
Colony into two provinces, and he even looked forward to a
federation of the 'United States of Southern Afrieca's He
objected to all grants of public money for religlous pur-
poses but believed that education, if strictly secular,
miglt well be promoted by government aid to local counecils,

e concluded by emphsesising that he had n¢ intention

' of making any effort to secure his own election, This

~ indifference did not damp the enthusissm of his supporters,
however, and et the polls in May(2) he was reoturned, third
of the four successful candidates, though with only about
sixty votes less than the first candidate, Thus he
entered upon & Parlismentary careor destined to last for
almost thirty years., '

(1), 1Ibid pp. 2-7.
(2)., Ibid p. 14.



CEAPTER 2.

1SOCIAL - ?OLI‘TiCAL VIEWS '

R At the hustings, on namination day; Mr. Solomon made o
‘what must have been a very stirring specch for it still resds

- well. On that oceasion he defined the term Liberal as, 'a
name, gentlemen, which I may tell you by the way, 1is given

. to those who advocate jJjustice to all, without eny distinction'(1l)
Putting it even more positively, he ssserted, *'And to me it ,
affords an inexpressiesmble gratification that on this great
occaslon, I am permitted to meet on one common platform of
political equality the Englishman and the Dutehman, the rich
man and the poor man, thé white man end the black ment'.{2)%v 1
propose to consider now the working out of his Liberal

- principles in the 'politico-social fleld! during the period

' roughly speaking, of representative governmenta ,

A "mrem,,,_,mex‘xsmmx AND TFE DOTCHMAN!

: - Hr, bolemon consi&ered himself an Englishman, since he

* came from a family of English Jews and had himself been
schooled for gix or seven years of his boyhood in England
- {1822-1828), = On the other hand, he had been born in St,

- Helena end had been living continuodusly in Capetown since
his early youth, so that he felt himself a colonist also.
In fact, when there was & clash botween the British and the
Colonial interests » ho supported the latter. It was as en
injured colonist that he spoke resentfully of Sir Philip -
 Wodehouse's tendency t6 subordinate the welfare of the Cape
to Imperial ends, in accﬁrdanca with the demands of Downing
’ Streeto(S)c

fie himself recegniaed that for him a singie leyalty was
impossible. On nomination day in 1874,(4) he declared that
he was an YAfprikander'!, But almost in the same breath he
continued, "At the same time let me say that I have no wish

° to disavow my being an Englishman, end I wish over to remain

- under the jurisdiction of the British Crown, . So that I do

. not speak of being an Afrikander in disparsgement of beina

an Englishman, I rathar glory in being an Englishman“

Nevertheless, in accerdanee with his principle of
advocating justice to all without distinction, hs was '
absolutely impertial between the Englishman and the Dutehman,
as_sueh, in South Africa, rPerhaps the fact that I was a
Jew by blood, though no longer by faith, made it easier for
him to held the balance avenly betweeﬁ the two,

© Ibid. p. 10

(1). R o
(2)0 Tbid. Pa 9 ' .
(3}« In House of Assembly on Hey 22nd 1865, he carried a

vote of Censure on the Governor, - This point 1is
elaborated in Chapter 4, He also opposed Lord
Carnarvon's Confederation Scheme on the ground that
it wes designed to relieve the Imperial Govt, from
its responsibilities at the expense of ths Cape
- Colony. See Chapter 6,

" (4)s. Cl.A, Saturday ;anuary 31lst 1874,
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. He 3corneﬁ the ultraunngliahness of the frcntier
 districts led by GrahemSEown and Port Elizebeth, Mp,
Solomon never failed to remind the frontleramen who plumed
themselves upon their descent from the 1820 British settlers,
thet for all their boasting about Anglo-Saxon energy and
enterprise, that the pioneers of civilisation in South Africat//
- were the kinsmen of the Dutch, who hed opened up new lands
beyond the frontiers of the colnny;-"The English', he dew
- ¢lared remlistically, 'follow wherever commorce 1s to be
- driven or money to be. made'.(l). '

0
¥ | - Similarly, When in a debate on Responsible Governmentiz),
| he misunderstood. Mr, Fairbridge's remari thet the majority
of the colonists belonged to an apathetic race, as an
English slur upon the Dutch, he indignantly refuted it. 'But
- we need not go to Holland to discover these (i.e. achievements).
" -Look at our own ¢olonys Who are the men that sit wpon-: your -
- Bench, sdministering justlce betwesn men and man? - men of
this apsthetic race. Who ars the men that adorn your Bar
and gre looked upon as authorities on points of law? - men
of this apathetic rece. Who are the men - 'but this
eulogy was cut short by Hr. Fairbridge*s denial that such had '
, been his mﬂaningt _ ,

However becauge of his fmnk declarationa that the

hostilities between the Free State afid the Basutos were

- fundementally due to European encroachment on native land,

- there were not laecking those to ecall him the enemy of the
Boers, the kinsmen of the Dutech in the Colony.(3)s ‘He -

- himself denied that he was or hed been, unsympathetic to

 the trekkers. = 'I entirely disspproved of the Iinterference,
or the extent of our interference with tho emigrant

farmers; and when they were called rebels for resisting

- that interference, I hsd very great doubts whether the term
could be properly applied to men in their position'(4). He
thought the British Goverrment was chiefly to blame for .
permitting the natives to be dispossessed of their land, 'I
am not disposed to underrate the importance of the Boers.
I consider that they have been often and very grestly mise-
represented, and I consider also that many of the difficulties

- in which they are placed are difficulties for whieh,we, to '
a certain extent, are resyonsible...a..f(S).

. He believed in s poliey of En%g;ean trusteeship towards
the natives, and consequently the necessity for co~-operation
- Cbetween the two mRjor Sections of the whote population seemed

“to him axiomatic, —To bim,*tthe-high-destiny' of the Cape
- was 'that the sons of England and Holland met together here
at the extreme point of southern Africa, should be made the
agents for carrying civilisation and Christianity into the
interior of this vast anﬁ unhappy eontinent?!,.(6).

(1).'VH. of As June Vth‘lagl

(3)e About a week after 8 debate eovering Baeradasuto
. pelations, Molteno made a sSpeech, accusing Hr, ,
Solomon of being hostile and unjust to the Boers. .

 ¥re Solomon became $0 angpy that he told Molteno that

he was 'big encugh and loud ernough and noisy enougheses
to make an attack boldly and honestly' and indignantly
denied the charge. See H, of A, May 135th 1858, -

:Ha of A April 5oth 1856 _ _ -

. . H. of A. April 30th 1856,

Ay O
oo
Tt .



When Hr, Bowker asked(1l) the house to pass & resolution
condemning the agitation raised in the Capo against the Free
~ State, after the trial and execution there of an Englishman,
- Charles Leo Cox,for the murder of his wife and children,
because it would provoke hostility between the colony and
- Republic, Hr, Solomon pointed out that the House could not -
. Anterfere in any way in the matteér. At the same time, he
“expressed his own opinion very frankly. 'I look upon the
endeavour to stir up a feeling of race between English and
. Duteh sg much to be deprecated and I will say, a4s an
-~ Englishman, that it has arisen entirely upon the side of

the English'.

. The Duteh. in the cape, on tha Wh@l@ tended. to sympathise
_ with their relations in the Free State when Sir Philip
Wodehouse amnexed Basutoland in March 1868, in the teeth of -
@ Republican victory againat the tribde.’ ”The Zuid-Afrilaen®(2)
-8ingled My, Solomon out for sarcastic comment because he had
signed an address which congratuleted the Governor on his
‘action, and ended with the singularly tactless request, to put
it mildly, that he should also extend British authority*over
- the Free State: '... we have no hesitetion in recording our
‘opinion that it would be an appropriate close to your useful
- and honourable career in South Afrlca, to be Instrumental in
the annexation of the Orange Free State, as well as Basutoland
to the British Colonial Empireiy(3) %r_ ‘Solomon did not mend
matters, as far s he was concerned, when he subsequently
: axplainsd that while he was opposed to the incorporation of .
~.the Free State in the Colony, he was 'so satisfied of the
groat advantage of British supremacy in South Africa, when it
can be effected with due regard to the rights and feelinps
of the people concoerned' that he thought the Gape Parliament
.might well encourage auch 8 move.{(4), _

© The Diamond Fields controverayydiﬁ far more than the
Basutoland affaeir to stimilate the growth of Dutch nationmsl
sentiment, Here sgain, the part played by Mr. Sclomon was
not especially pleasing to those who sympathised with the
Free State, although no one, suggested that in his actions
he was prompted by a national bias.

It 18 elear that Hr. Solomon never fully appreciated the
merits of the Fres State caseo, although he elaimed to have
studied the svidence detailed in Bluebooks and to be
-satlasfied that Waterboor's case, which the British Government
was sponsoring, through the Cape Goverrmont, was just.(5).

 In a debate on Confederation;(6) he admitted that the republica

wore hostile to 3ir Henry Barkly in conseguence of his
annexation of the Diamond Fields. 'This feeling did exist,
though he did not think Sir Honry Barklg to blema “ave he
entered upon these complicatio.~ £3 Lef't ‘
by the former Government'. Sl ka3 1A
- Barkly had been sufficiently partial to have lnforme&VLord
Kimberley that if the Free State were azllowed to retain the
disputed territory, it would become the wealthiest state in
South Africs, and be encouraged to hold aloof from a South
African Gonfederation.(?). L .

He Of An %&-ﬁ? 19th 1857

-~

{(1)e

(2)s "Zuid-Afrilman", May 18th 1868

{(3)e C,A. May 14th 1868, Address presented to Wodehuuse
' on his preturn to Capetown from Basutoland.

4)s C.A, February 27th 1889, Hr. Solomon's reply to

his requisitionists. = :

(5)s EHe of A, July 1lth 1871

{6)s He of A, Juns 1llth 1875

{7). W¥alker - History of S.A. Pau44.

4 c:So8 Mo BT p.be -
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When, on July 1lth 1871, ¥Nr. Southey; the Colonilal

- Secretary, proposed that the House should go into Committes
" to consider a resolution to annex the Diamond Fiselds,

Mr. Solomon supported Mr. ¥Holteho's amendment that the

- question should bs temporarily shelved, as Parlisment was
too busy with constitutional change and the question of
ownership was not yet definltely established. A%t the same
time, ¥r, Solomon mede 1t clear that he was not opposed to
the prineiple of annexeation., Eventually the original

motlon, as amended by Mr, Smith to show that it was not
intended tp annox any territory claimed by the Free State,
was passed@y a single vote (27 ~ 26), (1). , o

;... . However, by the next yaar many formar Supparters of
annexation had been alienated by Barkly's premature
proclamation in October 1871 of the Diemond Fiolds as -
British territory. HMr, Merriman proposed that the bill
to annex Griqualand West to the Cape should be thrown out,
yet Mr. Solomon $till clung to his former opinions.(2).
He considered that the Free State had suffered no wrong and
he belittled its independence by ridiculing its request for
. foreign arbitration. "Whatever the merits of the question,
~arbltration was the only mode of settlement and this the
 Free State had virtually rejected by wishing to refer the
matter to Kings, Fmperors and other foreign potentates®,
But ho suggested thot smnexation should be deferred until the
disputes between the Free State and CGroat Britain had been
settled and more informatian had been obtained about the
area to be annexed, The Government found it expedient to
withdraw the Bill, but the Zuid-Afrikaasn(3) wanted the
principle of annexation to be completely rejected and Mr,
Solomon's motion to shelve the question temporerily, did
not apease $t.,  Hr. Advocate de Villiers was scornfully
. dubbed tdien trouwen wapendrager van den heer Solomon' for
o supporting the latter's. amﬁndment. : o N

Hr, Solomon was not unaware that bau feeling had veen

" aroused among the Dutch of the Colony, and he thought it
extremely regrettable, Spesaking(4) as chairmen, at a com-
plimentary dinner to Mr, Ziervogel, who was retiring from :
Parliament to take up residence in the Transvasl, Mr, Solomon
seized the opportunity to meke a plea for sn improvement in
Anglo-Datch relations, "There are no two people in the world
that more resemble one another in their institutions, their

o habits, their feelings, their religion and their history than

' the English and the Duteh, and it would be a hard thing indsed
if these two people, so- intimately and closely assoclated, ’

' shﬂu%d not be able to mingle harmoniously at the Cape cf Good
Hope'. '

As far as he himself was concerned, therefore; he had
no doubts whatscever about his own impartislity, and sinee
~ Mr, Hofmeyr's Boeren. Beschermings Vereniging, on its for-
mation, was prepared to back him at the elsctions in - '
;1879(5) it is clear that thmse most concerned never seriously
doubted it eithsr.» .

(1), He of A. July 19th 1871 - |

(2)e H. of A, June Sth 1872 and (732 HG. 22 Barkly to fimberley.
(3)s "De Z.A,” 12th June 1872 © - o ‘

{4). C.A. June 19th 1873 =

(5)s ZeA. 28th September 1878, urgea its readers to support

IR him. See Chapter 7. o , v



B, VOHE RICH MAN AND THE POOR MAN'

- r, Selnman belongeﬁ, 1ntellectually; to ths sc¢hool of
1iberal economists who subscribed to the famous formula,
'lgisser faire, laisser passer', He bsliesved that soeiety
progreased by the effort of the individual, and thet =

" . ‘consequently only the minimum of restriction upon his

liberty, compatible with the common good, wes werranted,
. The probvlem of course, has always besn ta know where to dr&w

- “the line.

. oy Whon Dr. Abercromnie had protested against the principle ,
of volunteryism, because he thought that the State should assume

' the position of a father, Hr, Solomon burst out passionately,

paternal Covernment] I dread the very idea of it, If there -
"~ i8 any one thing that I hate with a mors parfect hatred Lhan '
another, it 1s your paternal Government, a Government

- constantly interfering with your business, your religion, your

‘domestic cares, almost your very thaughts and feelings..,. {1).

S Thus he objected to officinl rasbriction of the rate of
‘interest and advocated the entire abolition of the laws re-
lating to usury(2). In his opinion, everyons should be free
to enter into a contract according to his own interest, :

" whether he were borrower or lender, master or servant. ALl

~ that 1s necessary in such matters is thaet the law shall enforee
contracts when made sesese I hate your Paternal Gevernmenta".-

He even opposed - legislation against unlicensed medical
practitioners(3) and ridiculed the 'Zuid«Afrikesn' because it

. deSired the Coverrment 'to cxtend & paternal away over us, and
. .teke care that we employ the right medical man and the right
- parson', for the ?uiuwﬁfrikaan was an organ of the Duteh 'Antl-

. Voluntaries'.

The belief 1n self;help.was'certainly,justified in hia
own case, By his own efforts he had reised himself from a
mere apprentice to a printing mapgnate and newspaper owner.

© Yet My, Solomon ganmot be sald to have been a wholehearted

supporter of 'Laisser fairet!, since he wes not prepared to
follow it up to its logicel tonclusions—that those who do not
succeed are elmost invariably the lazy and incompetent who
conseqhently deserve little commiseration in the socigl dise

< . tresa that is thelr punishment, At least, this wes the
. opinion of one entlmsigstic supporter of tha individualist

“doctrine. He wrote; "It 1s good that there should be lower
- regions in society for the reception of families that mis-
behave, This dreadful hell is povertyi™(4). -

Mr. Solomon never went nearly so far. Fe shrank back

- from such a conclusion, Fis mmanitarian instincts forced him

- to admit that the relief of poverty waa iirgently necessary,
and all he objected to was the type of 1ll-planned help wihich
paralysed individual eoffort and so defeated its own purpose,
He glways insisted that where help was given st all, it shnuld

.. be given where it wes most naeded

(1). H, of A, 14th August, 1854, Debate on Mr, Solomon's
- resolution to abclish State aid to religious bodies.
- (2). H. of &, March 27th 185606 .
(3)e He of A, April 16th 1857 ' '
{4), Charles CGide -~ 'Prineciples of Pciitical Lécnomy'
© translated by E. F. Fow. on p. 21, aide quates
Dunoyer. oL
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o . When it was proposed to ralse the salary of a Puisne
. Judge from £1,200 to £1,800 per annum, Mr. Solomon admitted
" that 1t would be 5ustified in view of the increased cost of
living, bubt added "we should begin with the lower grades of
- the serviee, where the distress arlsing from the inereased
- price of necessaries of life must be more hEavily and more
powerfully felt”.(l). :

. e persistently'maintained that landed praperty did not
.bear its fair share of the public burden.(2)., He thought 1t
ong that when revenue was needed, it should be ralsed by
ta¥ing the necessaries of 1life - a memsure that must hit the
poor especially hard, This was not a populer opinion, In -
- 1863,(3), when the Colonlal Secretary suggested a certain datev
oon which to read for a second time a bill to tax immovable
- property, Mr. Silverbauver countered with an amendment that it
bR totelly shelved . deelaring, amidst cheers, "It would never
~be passed and its discussion would only agitate the country :
. uselessly®, #r. Holteno who belonged to 'the couritry party! (4)
- agreed, and he and Mr, Sclomon, as the leading members of the
- Assembly, were quite often at loggerneads on this question.

: ‘Another time, he apposed an attempt, chiefly led by Mr.
- Felrbeirn, to obtain ‘additional perliamentary grants for the
. South African College{5) notwithstanding the fact that ho wes
- personally attached to it ms a former student and present .

shareholder, Assistance was more urgently required 'by the
poorsr classes in the country districts!, = The conflict be-

- tween his faith in Voluntary effort and the inescapable
- ‘recognition of the need for State aild is very well Lllustrated

- 1n the following sxtract from his speech; 'We want education -
for this Colonys but I say, let the poople work it themselves.
We will give them sdueation, but not for nothing, What o
right have the people of this Colony to ask for reading,

- writing and arithmetie for nothing, at the expense of the

. Government, for their children, more than they can ask :

' Government for their bread. The modern conception of the

- Covernment of =z stgte as, at least ideally, a huge public-

- welfare agency, gives such views a harsh sound. But it is
-as Af he himself immediately realises this, for he continues
with the pather lame qualification - "You should supply the
starving with bread, not the wellatc-do, those who are well
able to obtain 1t for themselves",.

vernment restriction upon the free action of the citizens
ve been observed, There was one notable instance in which
~-he actually welcomed such intervention, He favoured the
enactment of legislation to prevent men from leaving their
property to & single heir, lnstead of dividing 1t equally among
all the children, He particularly objected to the development
- of huge entalled estates',s..., ho did not wish to see an
-aristoecracy hers, unless it was sn aristocracy of virtue end
intelligence, He 41d not want to see an hersditary or landed
aristocracy... o state of society in which the mass of the '
people are poor and a few are millionaires (7) It seems as

V'K/ég Mr. Solomon's impassibned protests against tunnecessary! (6)
ha

_H. of Ae 25th Hay 1885 D
H, of 4, April 7th 1858. MNr, Molteno moved 2nﬁ reading
of a Bill to reduce the auction dues. - :

* &

. He of A, May 20th 1863

, Fuller, a contemporary, wrote in his monograph of Cecil
Rhodes, p.ll, 'the country menmbers swore by him?,

He of A, March 22nd 1858, .

. Wy Italies S
Ie of A, Juno 5th 1861, D@bate on the Testementary.
Disposition Bill, :

o

G0 o it ok
a »
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 though Mr. Solomon was rationalising a certain hostility to
landed power, for he himself was ranged on the slde of the
comparatively new, upatart commercial lnterests. ,

'He is not consistent, of sourse. The competltive syﬁtem
was and 1s, as much productive of & few rizk and g mess of
poor - &’ state of offairs which he professed to deplore, - as
a systom-which accépts the hereditary principle as its btmsis.
According to the Massingbems, who edited a collection of
studies of eminent Victorians, 'the Victorian bougeois tried
~ to give his sarthly objective-spiritual wings'(l) . perhaps
an unnecessarily cynical deﬁcription. It cannot be. doubted
that Mr. Solomon wes sincere in his concern for the poor. -
‘Like many others he was not a callous man « probably, less so
than most - 50 that thelr misery touched him, but nevertheless
he prospered under the systen which produced it, and from his
' place amang the rich he was- content to urge palliati@ﬁ._~ :

C. _vmmwmm AN AHD,THEMEQACK(M MAN'

- As a Liberal, Hr. Solomon refused to recognise distinetions
'based on colour, and he was ademant on this point, His views
414 not win him populsrity. - The numerical preponderance of
‘the natives over the colonising whites had developed in the
latter and their desecendants the psychological necossity *to
gee black'! in order to preserve their own soclal groupe The
natives were on a lower rung of civilisetion than the Europeans,
bt colour, not culturs, was tha easiest end most eonvanient
‘mode of diseriminetion, -

In a memnrial service in the vestibule af the Houses of
“parliament, in 1864, at which a bust of Y¥r, Solomon wes unveiled,
" the speaker, Sir David Temnnant, seid "But if there was one -
trait in hils charascter which endeared him more than anything
else to the people, it was his persistenlefforts in regard to
 the protection of the natives"(3). This was sheer illusion.
M¥r. Solomon's consisteney in recogniging no diatinctions of
- class, colour or cree¢d, together with his great knowledge and
, abill%y in clearly presenting the case against discriminatory
legislation won an involuntary respect, but it was generally
- felt that this attitude in regard %o the natives was an une
desirable eccentricity. The Zuld-Afriksan(4) probably :
expressed the cpinlon of & large section of the Colony towards
Mrs. Solomon. "Well, there is Mr, Solomon, & most able member
of Parliament to be surs, and one whose influence ig perhaps
searcely equalled by that of any other momber, but who has g
. singular predilection for the position of advocate for black
versus white, and certainly does not improve his position in
the House of Assembly by that predilection". Actuelly the
suppositlion that Nr. Solomon had more sSyapathy for & blask
- man than a white was absolutely unfounded, As a Liberal he
was obliged to hold the balance evenly between the two, but
the Zuld-Afrikaan apparently regarded lt as a case of 'those
not for us are againat ust, .

‘(1)3 The Great Victorians. ndited by Hade & Eugh ﬂassingham
- ' (Introduction P.14}.
{(2)e Drs J.S. Harals in 'The Cape Coloured People' p.256
© - poinks out that from the 1840's the problem of admini-
stering the Bantu 'took precedencs over the mere .
- question of the poor, which was all the coloured pec)ple
o seemed to present’, ,
- {8). C,A, September 7th 1894
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. ¥re Solomon was no sentimental bellever in the 'noble
savage', It is lmportant to remember that he had been a
successful business man and brought to the task of legisle-
tion, the abilitiss of the successful businessman, clear L
thinking, practicslnsss(l), FHe reslised that the numerical
disproportion was an important factor in the relations between
black and white 1n South Africa. He therefore urged the
Government to eneourage large-scale Huropean Lmmlgration,
- bellieving, probably, that if the whites could be assured 6f“/
 their security, they would act more lumenely and justly —
towards the natives,  "Lot us introduce European blood, That
is what we want. ‘I think I am not 1likely to be suspected as
unfriendly to the coloured races. I don't want to see the
blacks shut out, but we have cnough of them - sufficient for
all purepsea"(z). It ahould be noted tnodgh, that in 1874
‘Mr. Frorde received the Impression that Mr. Solomon was
averse to European immigration for foar that the whites would
turn amgreesive a8 soon a8 they félt thomseclves stronger...
he seemed generally afraid that 1f the white race became more
numerous, the natives might be handled less serupulousiy™(3).
— T R
He recognised that the native was culturally inferior
to the Furopsan. He did not, however, attribute this to any
innate incapacity, so he pinned his faith to the policy of
trusteeship. He believed that "the sons of England and
Hollend met together ghere at the extreme point of Southern
Africe" were destined to be the agents for carrying civilisa-
tion and Christianity into tha interior of this vast and :
- unhappy cont;nent”(4

Nevertheless, as a realist he did not think the natives !
path to civilisation could be other than a slow and laborious
‘one, nor did he desplse hafid mamual labour as an instrument
of civilisatien, Sometimes, the House féund his honesty em~
barrassing, as when he objected to the preambla of the Xaffip

- Employment Bill whilch stated that the object of the Biil was
the relief of destitution in Kaffirland, consequent on the
tHational Sulecide! of February 1887, In his opinion it had
teen chiefly framed to meet the demand for labour in the
Colony. 'That was & good thing in itself and there was no
need to disguise the truth with hypocrisy'. His proposed
amendmnent was supported by only three othersi(5). In 1869

\///in roply to a requisition, he stated that he thought it ad=-
visable, in spite of ths continued depression, to keep up a
well-consldered scheme of public works, in order to utiliss
the cheap and abundant native labour at their disposal and
thus to sot tho natives upon the path of civilisation. 'This
is in my opinion, our greastest work and our highest duty..t{6).

Although he had obviocusly no sentimental objections to
a relationship between Back and white as master and servant
respectively, he did demand the legal safeguerd for the 1at§er
that both should be subjected to the same type of punishment

{1), ‘'Limner! - Pen and Ink Sketches in Parliament. Cape

. Monltor, Hey 9th 1855. in a study of Mr, Solonmon

sald Yhe would deel with law making as with any other

mtter’ of fact ”b’tlﬂi!lﬁSﬂ.-‘.q .
2). 'H. Of Au Hﬁy 6th. 185“ ,
3)e Js A, Froude-Short. Studies on great subjects (SEd Seriea)

: ?534 * i

‘4)9 He Qf A. April ..»Oth 1856@
(6). Cg A, F@bruary 27th 1869»
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. fopr similar offences,.(1l). He naturally differed on this
guestion from ¥olteno, who had been largely responsible for
the Act of 1856,(2) which replaced Ordinance I of 1841 and
‘added very-stringent rules for the conduct of servents and
apprentiees, in Lhe interests of the mastor,

_— Mr, Solomon wes well aware of the very real problenm

of numerical predominance combined with culturel inferiority,
for he himself polnted out the strain to which their consti~

" tution with its low franchise would be subjected, should
British Keffraria be incorporated in the Colony, 10f the

. populatlon in British Kaffraria, about one in eighty are :
Europeens, the other are natlves, and it is proposed by this
Bill to bring this community of uncivilised savages under the
enjoyment of the ({reest constitution, the most enlarged
suffrage which any commmity in the world possesses?!, He
preferred the federal solution, and regretted that Grey had

- not been permitted to introduce 1t in 1859, and that Wodsehouse
was opposed to it. (3). ' ‘

Nevertheless, with all thls, ‘he insisted that trusteeship
ghould be sincere, He understood perfectly the fundamentsal
cause of tho native and European clashes on the esastern border
of the colony and aglso across the Orange, in the cdérnlands of
the Caledon River, He triecd to show his contemporaries that
the whole problem hinged round the strusgle for land. At this
time, the Cape's 'foreign poliey! really amounted te policy
in relation to British.Kaffraria and the Transkel in the East
and the Free State end Basutoland in the north east, and is
beat understood from the vantage point of ‘native affairs?, it
was the fear of trouble spreading acrosa the torders on %o
Colonial soil, that caused the Cape to view with concern the
avents In these physically contiguous countries. ¥r, Solomon
saw that it wes Tout the day of small things'?,(4) as he |
expreszed it, and with the patience characteristic of him was
eontent to 1eave to natural evolution the Confedesration of the
United States of Southern Africa.(5).

Soon after the British abandonment of the Orange River
Soverelgnty, he had sxpressed his disapproval of if, belisving
that its effect would be 'to surrender the prestige of British
power and influence, and to roll back, it may be for many
years, the tide of civmliaation and rellgion in Southern and
Central Africat'.{6). .

Two years later, the events north of the Orange were de-
bated in the Assembly, in conseguence of a message sent on
the 23rd April, by the Governor, reporting the disbturied state
of the native tribes on the castern and north eastern borders.,
On the 28th of April, ir, Painter suggested that the House
expresa 1ts anxiety to co-operate with the CGovernor in his
attempt to malintain peace and prsvent aggression upon the
colonists, Mr, Pots proposed a motlon which went further than

(1), H. of A, July 10th 1868, Vain attempt was made to amend
the masters and servants Act of 1856, ,

{(2)e Dre. J. 5. Harais-TheCape Coloured Beople, p.205, Saul
Solomon and John Falrbairn opposed the motion to amend
the Ordinence of 1841,

AB). Hs of A, June 27th 1862,

Y4}, H. of A, June 7th 1861, Separation Debate

{8}, Election of Mr, Saul Solomon. p.4.

{(6)s Ibida.
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 Mr, Painter's. It declared that the border dlsputes bebween
the FPree State and Basutos threatened teo end in war, which

- would have an unsotiling effect on the native tribes on the

Cape Dastern Frontier, and thus ultimately invoive the

' Colony., Thersfore the Housé should request Hls Excellency
the Govgrncr to mediate persenally* The Debate began on

~ the 30th.

Hrs &ol@non(l) was for kaeping the orlginal raaolution
- end adding a few words of substantielly the same im@ert as
- Hr. Pote's smendment, _

. He condamned the British Covernment's Wﬁrthern Boraer
Policy in no uncertain terms, "for & policy more vacillating :
more injurlous, and in some cases, more unjust, has, .
believe seldom been hsard of in coloniel history', Tha native
-Chiefs had been treated with great injustice. There had been

- .a complete volteface by the British Covernment, "the objsct
- belng to mmke en glliance with the Boers and ta throw over-

board the natives with thelir interests and thelr (need for)
proteetion”, The present troubles North of the Orange were
~chiefly the fault of the British suthorities who had neglected
‘o setbtles the boundary dispubtes between Moshesh and the Free

. 8tate before withdrawing., His remark that in mersly asking
Sir Seorge Grey to aet as Arblitrator, !they, would not be :
violating the prineciple of non-intervention) shows e¢learly

the isolationist temper of the House, The proposals of Mpr, ,
Solomon and Mr. Pobte were rejected by 30 votes $o 6, and Mr,
Painter's innocuous meassure whlch threw the onus for inter-
voning upon tha Govarnor himself, weas paseed. '

-+ -~ On the eastern Prantier, alao, there was alarm tswards :
the snd of 1856 and the beglnning of 1857, But on the 18th(2)
Februgry 1857, the plan of the chiefz in British Raeffraria
‘and the Transkei, probably inspired by Moshesh, to throw a

- sterving horde in mnger-maddened attack upon the Colony, had
ended in disaster - for the natives. For twenty years to
cone the Colony was %o be frae from native wars although .
'3cares' persisted,

: , Grey'a settlement;(&) thereaf’aer involvad the confisee.tion ,
of some tribal land in British Yaffraria, which he began to-
eolonise with German Legionaries, In August 1857, hearing

of the Indian ¥utiny he bogan sending away to the assistaﬁce
Imperial troops stationed at the Cape, About the zame time
there were fears that Krelli of the falekas was planning an

. attack ofy the Colony., To forestall any such possibility,

grey took drastic action, The chief and his tribesmen wereo

driven from their lands to beyond the Sashee River,(4) the

Cape Frontier Police being used for the purpose and then L

- stationed there to prevent the natives from roeturning. In the .
-emptied area and in Homansland, betwesn the Basutos and the
_coast trives, Grey 1ntended to sebtle Burapeaﬂs.~

In the next sessicn of ?arliament hr. Solcmon movea(l)

'v'wha? was btantamount o a vote of Pensure on the Governor, His -

main congern, of course, was the axpalslon of Rrell from his.
~land, but the question could only te raised vy moving that the

{1)., H. of A. April 20th 1856
"{2), Theal History of S.A. gince 1?95, V@l 5 (1908) p.lgs.
{3). Valker, History of Selds P59
{4). Theal History of S,A. since 1795 VOL 3.{1208) p.201
: He was expelled on 25th February 1858 into Bomvanaland.
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- Cape Frontier Police, a force for whom Parliament voted money,
had been wrongly employed, They had been organised for the
proservation of law and order in the Colony. If it was
argued that they might be required to take action outside the
Colony for this same purpose, he replied that he had studled
everything detailed in the Bluebooks, and was convineced that
Kreli had not besn an aggressor and that thers had been no
immediate danger. He went so far as to say that even if it
were true that Krell was responsible for the affeir of the Xeffir
prophet, in February 1857, 'it was nevertheless a tremendous
punisihment for so trifling an offence, for 1t cannot be
supposed, it cannot be imagined, that whilst Kaffirg are human
beings, we can thus heope or expect, to extinguish from thelr
breasts, the desire to get baclk thelr country, if they see a
pessibility of Qoing 8¢ «.es' Coming on to wider issues, he
remarked on the demoralising offect of constant exbtension of
the country. 'How long do you think our frontler people will
be a gottled people if they are constantly loodkinz to fresh
grants', He himself foresaw that the Colony must inevitably
extend its jurisdiction over the territories esst of the.
Frontier, right up to the southern border of Natal, 'I have
not a shadow of doubt of it, and I don't regret the day;

but what I say is this « don!t force and precipitete meansures
unnecessarily, Let civilisation roll on gently".

The GCovernment!s case was that it was a question of
strategy. According to the Colonial Secretary, Xrell had been
‘watehing for an opportunity to take eggressive action, With
the departure of the troops for Indla, their milltary position
was weaktensd and it then became imperative to fceree the issue,
Eventually, ¥Mr. Holteno's emendment, (for living at Beaufort
- Viest Molteno was physically and hence mentally nearer the

frontier than Solomon), to the effect that His Excsllency
had been justified in the employment of the police in the
perticular circumstances, wes carried by a large majority.

Shortly after, on May 5th, a message was recelved fronm
the Governor, informing the House that the President of the
QOrange Free Stabte had requested him to Interceds between the
Republic and the Basuto, and he desired the House's opinion,
¥r, Solomon's proposal(2) as to the address was accepted,
It expressed the House's desire that the Governor should offer
to mediate between the Free State and the Basuto, to end the
war raging across the Orange River, but such mediation shounld
only be with the full consent of both pgrtises, and the Colony's.
neutrality should not be compromised in any way. FEe could
not resist reminding the House that in 1856 he had besn far-
seeing enough to propose a simllar resolution, but only siz
members had then supported him., ¥ith the memory of the
division on his motion against the expulsion of Rrell still
before him, he remarked sarcasticelly, 'We were then excesding-
-1y fearful of compromlsing ourselves by allowing the Pollice
Force to be employed in Frontier wars...'. He stressed the
fact that hostilities between Boer and Besutoc had their
~origin in encroachments on native land and that the British
Government, by permitting it, wes largely to blame,

. 1t was at this time that the 'Zuid-Afrilkean'(3) came to
the conclusion that he had 'a singular predileetion for the
position of advocate for Black versus White!,

H. of A. April 27th 1858

(1),
%233 "He of A, May 5th 1858
S)e
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Althnugh Mro Solomon could not tolerate Sir Philip . .

Wodehouse's attempts to reduce Parliement to the position of
a Legislative Council, he wes at oge with him on native .
 policy, as he had not been with Grfy, who could not apnreciate
- the importance to the natives of a sscure possession of ,
adequate land.(1), In{#) 1870, in a speech attacking Sir

~ Philip Wodehouse for lack of sympathy with representative
institutions, he said, "He was sorry for this, because he
-must say that they never had a Governor who had a greater
" hatred for jobbery and . was fairer in his treatment cf ﬁhe
native races", (). o

But at first, he did not unaarstand the arrangements that
Wodehouse prcposed to make after the false 'scare! in 1864,
in consequence of which the British CGovernment ordered the
complete abandonment of the Transkel. In the vote of
censure(3) he moved in 1865, he not only attacked the
Governor's subservience to mtwning Street, and his unconsti~
tutionality, but also his native policy,with a peevishness
and pettishness that 1s aemazing in him. Heé complained that
no consistent policy had beon followed towards the natives.
He objected to EKrelli being restored to his former larids be-
cause in 1858 he had been told that his expulsion had been _
‘necessary to preserve the psace. Considering that he himself
hed vehemently disagreed at the time, it was a queer argument
to produce agalinst the present Governor's action, He felt
that the constant shifting of the natives back and forth
‘could only have a dlaturbing effect upon them, = However, ot
 Prorogation{4) the Governor ezplained that his actions had

- peen determined by a recognition of the fact that the Tembus,3 B

Fingoes and Calekes were pressed for want of land and th@rea
after Hr. Solomon raised no further objectlons.

: While Wodehouse was thus inaugurating 8 new native
" policy on the Emstern Frontier, the second Free State~Basutbo
war broke out, in June 1865. This time the Free State looked
- 1ike gaining the victory, Wodehouse realising anew the
“importance of securing to the natives an adequate extent of
‘land, gnnexed Basutoland to the British Empire in HMerch, 1£68,
Mr e SolomOn fully approved of the Governor's move, At the

- glections in 1869(5) he explained his attitude, !'For my own

part, I very cordlally approved of the interference of the
British Government in the war between the Free State and the

Basuto., I think that that interference was both necessary and

opportune’, Many yeers later, in s debate on Mr, Spriggts .
propesal to alienate pert of Basutolend in compensation for

the expenses of the Basuto War, Mr. Solomon revealed(:6) that
"when Basutoland was being teken over, he had oceasion to

- see Sir Philip Wodehouse upon the subject more than once seese

- He bellieved that 3ir Philip Wodehouse did the best he could .
for the BasutcsS.... For the Basutos to lose a portion of thelr

territory wes. 1nevitable under the circumstances of the case” «

Although in the ReSponsible Government debate in 1871,
Mr.‘SolomOn admitted that while supporting the movement, he

(1). C.W, de Kiewiet - British.Golonial Folicy and the S, A. .
Republies (1854-1872) D.95. ‘ -

(2)a H. of A, February 2ist 1870,

- (4). Prerogation Code Oetober 10th 1865.

(5)s Coh. February 27th 1869.

{6)s H, of A, June 30th 1880, .



was apprehensive of its effects on natiVe poliey(l), . did
‘not oppose the annexation of Basutoland to the Cap@(z); He
- s8i1d(3) that he should have preferred to leave control of
. natlve affairs with the British Government, but he realised
- 1t was not possible, OSomeone had objecﬁed to the lowness of
the franchise in view of the prepondérance of the natives,
Heo personally considersd that in the eighteen years of : ;
Representative Government no harm had been done, Ko coloured
man hiad been elected to Parliament, but if he were, nothing . «
tut good could result, Stung by lir, Merrimants ' okfh
h, exclaimed sarcestically, 'why, what a pity 1t 13 the Almighty
. even made a black manlesese You talk of sentiment. Why, if
- I thought that the sentiments of this House agreed with the
. ‘sentiments of the honourable member for Aliwal North, I
would rather die than vote for Responsible Government!,
" Merriman had sald that if his (Solomon's) views on native
- pelicy were applied, they would cause & conflagration. He
. denied this.,  There would be troubls only if the natives
should perceive that there was a policy of "applying the
: 1ash to black backs, not white, for the same offence"

The Responsible Government 8111 did net pasa that
' session. Next year there was again & debate, ' Mr. Solomon
expresssd(4) the same views, - This time he described
Hr. Merrimen a8 'a fitting mouthplece of the exterminatien
policy', but he hoped and belisved that Merriman's views
were. not shared by the mejority in the House., Rather more
realistically, he comforted himself in the thought that the
numbers and powsr of the natives would prevent their
oppression by the Europeans(S). e

Thus the Colony's entry upon a Responsible Governmeﬂt
‘:_round him especially alert to champion native rights and
vdenounce native wrongs._ﬁ

'D.  LIBERALISM IN Rgimiox' - THE VOLUNTARY PRINCIPLE

" The vOluntary Principle was. the equivalent in tha field
of religion, of Yp. Solomon's Liberalism in polities, It
took him twenty-one years (1854-1875) to secure the equality._

~of treatment by the State of all religious sects, by the
-~ grant of financial assistance to none, and during this time
' he d$sp1ayed tha greatest ability and strategy as a leadero '

re Solowon belenged to the Congregationalist sect,
which relled largely on its own efforts,; so he was naturally
not to be found among the upholders of a privileged position
for the Church of England and the Dutch Reformed Church, But -
his attitude was not solely dietated by the resentment of the.
unprivileged. It went further than that. As a genuinely
religious man, he believed that the various sects should be
vital encugh to be able to qupp@rt themselves, independently

{l)s He of A. June 6th 1871,

(2)s He of A, August 10th 1871,

(3). Responsible Government Debate. Juns 6th 1871.

{4). A, ¥Wilmot History of Our Own Times in S.A. Vol,1 p.l8.
The copy of the Cape Argus in the S.A. Publlc Librery
is defective, Wilmot gives some useful resumds. of the

.- principal speeches on both sides.

{5)s It scems as though Mr. Froude's impression aiready
referred to, thet Mr. Solomon was not . enthusiastic
‘about Eurogean immipratian was correct.
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' of external aid. “There is aufficlent vitallty in cur own

most holy religion to secure its p pa%ation by its own

- peculiar snd divinely instituted means (1). Be further

considered the then system of State grants to be 'in a
political view most inexpedient!(2). When Government .
assisted certain sects and ignored others, it lgmid itself
open to accusations of political bias, since it could not
very well claim to be upholding Truth, there being no
absolute standard Iin such a case, In conseguence, 'sectarian

“-jealousies and sectarian hates'! were stimulated{3) He was

 ,wi11ing for the State to assist local eouneils in promoting
- edueation, slways provided that the instruction given was
" purely secular{4). -~ _ .

- The most cutstanding speeeh of the firat sessian was that
of Mr, Solomon on the Voluntary Principle(S). !'This rssolu-
. tion affirms, Sir, that the time has come when ....the different
- religious commmnities of the Colony should bhe left to their own
efforts and resources for securing the means*for religiouns
worship and instruction', It is worth examining this first

. speech in some detall, as gll the subsequent ones followed

the same general lines. :

He gave them facts snd figures to show that wherever ,
- 4% 'had heen tried, the Voluntary system had been a success,
- 'Evidence was drawn from England, Scotland, Australia, America,
- He cleverly'sought to interast tha Butch.members who might
- be expected to offer a formidable opposition on behalf of the
Duteh Church by informing them that in New York, under Duteh
~ rule, ministers were supported entirely by Voluntary sub-
jscription. After the English amnexation New York cbtained a
'State»paid Church, but it was the Episcopal Church. :

. At the Cape, the positien -demanded a review, since the
expenditure for ecclesigstical purposes was steadily rising.
From £10,500 in 1847 it had mounted to £16,000 in 1854, He
gave certain striking instances of the wcrking of the
- Voluntary Prinelple at the Cape. All the churches in the .
Colony, except two Duteh Churches in Capetown, where the -
Govermment had contributed £1,000 out of a total of £35,000,
end exceopt also a few npiseopal churches, had been built
~entirely by Voluntary effort, He claimed that amongst every
Christian community in the Colony, the system was working
veneficially., As en advocate of egual treatment for all
creeds, his reference to the Duteh Reformed Clurch as most
,suited to be the Established Church, if there had to be one
seems rather pointless unless read in terms of strategy. The
English Church under Bishop Gray, likewise came in for some
- Judicious praise with regard to its use of the VWoluntary
Principle. Observing these attempts at conciliation, one
.begins to appreciate Limner's remark, that 'he possesses the
full confidence of the House, excepting in the matter of
State grants to religlous denominations, Even on this, the
House listens to him with deference and no 1nharmonious
: feeling exists between him and the magority, in consequence
- of the difference of oplnion.ees..'(6

'Election of ¥Mr. Saul Sdlomon;..;‘piﬁ. ’

(1),

(2)e Ibig :

(3). H, of A. l4th August, 1854 'Voluntary Demate'

(4). 'Election of Mr. Saul 5010MON..ss’ Peb |
(8)e Hs of A, 14th August 1854

(6). Cape Monitor, May Gth 1855, Pen end Ink sketches in

Parlianment.(They were also collectea in a book).
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He was obviously hoping to convert the primary bene-
ficigries, the Dutch Reformed and Anglican Churches, to a .
Vbluntary relinquishment of their prlvileges, but it was a
forloyn hope, and he was realistic eénough to know it. He
foll Dack upon another line of tactles, State support was
advocated mainly on the grounds of the nocessity to provide
for the poor, Yet a glance at the Estimates showed that
those were nided who least needed it. There wore Dutch
Churches at Paarl, Stellenbosch and Malmestury which received
Government grants, although they had balanses out at interest.

: Personglly, he favoured the solutlon of leaving each
group té 1ts own devieces, The only other just alternstive ~
of helping every single sect - was not really practicable, es
it would be extremely difficult to find a basis for a Just o
redistribution.

ﬁr. Selomon did'nct, however, press thezmction to a
division, being satisfled that the question had been publlie
cised. Mr, Pote who thought 1%t the best speech ever made
in the House remained unconvineced, but made g significant

remark, 'I nes6d not point out how ‘mach men's minds have been
' nhinged during the last few days by aglitating the gquestion',

In the next session, Hr, Solomon again moved his reso-
lution{l). The same points wers made, dbut the system of
grants was analysed in greater detail. £16,060 was reserved
by Schedulelof the Reserved Civil List Ordinance of 1853 for
- Public Worship, Of this the Dutch Reformed Church and the
English Church together absorbed, £13,000. Capetown and
Grahans¥Town recelved almost ons-quarter of the tonl amount,
although the principle of State-ald was justified on the
necessities of the country districts. The motion was lost:
on a division by 25 to 13 votos . :

The initiative was not again taken by ¥r, Solomon till
1860, HNevertholess the question was discussed almost every
year in Parliament; Mr. Solomon-selizing every opportunity
to expound his views, The campaign to introduce the
Voluntarg‘Princigle began to assume me jor political propor-
tions. In the last session of the first Parliement,

Dr. Abercrombie complained that tho address by the Synod of
the Dutch Reformed Church to the Governor had not been
referred to a specinl committee but to the one already sitting
to consider ecclesliastical petitions to the House. Hr,
Solomon, In the course of a lengthy sapesch, remarked that some
of the Dutch clergy bad openly threatened to use their
¢lerical influence against 'Yoluntary! candidates at the
ensulng election and he challenged them to do sol2).

g ' : -

In the first sessiona~the new Parliament(3) Mr. Waelter
suggested that q sum of £150 be voted towards the salary of
the Dutch Reformed Church minister at Oudtshoorn., lMr. Solomon
moved, as an amendment, the introduction of the Voluntary
Principlea The result of the division, 27 Noes to 11 Ayes
showed no gain for the Voluntary party. Put in the next

{(1)s H. of A, April 4th 1855. Aeccording to the Cape Honitor
of Saturday, April 7th tthe public Callery was very
early packed and the speaker's gallery was likewlse
full, several visitors were asccommodated with seats
'in thé passage leading to the body of the HouSS.sse!

(2). H., of A, April Gth 1858,
(3). H.of A. Hay 11ith 1859,
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yoar,(1l) when Mr, Solomon himself opened up the debate, for
the first time since 1855, the messure was defeated by an
appreciably narrower mergin than previously. The division
22 « 18 pointed to a clear gain of five,

In 1861(2) ¥r, Solomon introduced a Bill embodying the
Voluntary Principle, but he found it expedient to withdraw
it, 1n view of the strength of the Eastern demand for
Separation, Host of his 'Veluntaries' came from the East,
and he could not be sure that they would not vote against
his Bill in revenge for his lead of the Anti-Separationists,
This same reason, coupled with the financlal depression,
induced him to abandon, though not completely, the campaign
for a few years, Then, In 1866 the Bill was introduced again
“but lost on the second reading, though only by 3 votes(28-26).
In that year West and East combined to promote retrenchment
and there was no talk of Separation{(3),3n 18867, after thirteen
yoears, the Bill was passed in the Assembly, but rejected in
the Couneil, The same fate overtook it in the next yesar.
Hot till 1875 did it finally pass through both Houses and
became Law,

In securing the passage of the Bill, ¥r, Solomon had
shown the qualitles of a great leader. He had chosen a
worthy object, and though he had encountered formidable
opposition from powerful vested interests these ssme never
once questioned the purity of his motives, even Anti-
Voluntaries attending the Voluntery dinners. {4). Coupling
zeal and abllity in pressing his cause wlth patience and
perseverance, he inevitably triumphed in the end., When Jan
Jendrik Hofmeyr contemplated a long and difficult struggle
to secure offieial recognition of the Dutch language, he
wrote in the Zuid-Afrikaen, ™who is there that desires to
glve his 1life to the cause as Mr, Solomon gave his to the
Voluntary Principlef Let him say the word and we shall
follow".(5).

(1), H. of A. June 4th 1860

{2), Ce«A. June 17th 1875 -~ an account of a public banquet
attended by about 70 people to celebrate the enactment
of the Voluntary Bill, Mr, Solomon reviewed in detall
the fate of the measure in each Parllawentary session
right up to the end, I have taken the subsequent de~
tails from 1861 cnwards from his own account., The
following rather bald facts might be noted here:; 1In
1869, after a general election in which he lost his
seat, Mr., Porter took charge of the Bill, but 1t was
lost by & large majority in the Assembly. At the
end of the year, a fresh election was held, lNr. Solomon
was returned, and in the following (1870) session, the
Bill was dﬁfeated by a narrow margin of 29-27, In 1871
it wes shelved by beilng referred to a seleet commlttee
which was instructed to consider the possibility of
meeting the object of the Bill on a prinecliple of commui-
tatione. In 1872 and 1873 the Bill passed the Assembly
but was lost in the Council, In 1874 it was lost in
the Assembly. Only in the next year, was it at last
enacted,

See Chapter 4,
C.A. September 18th 1869. Report of a Dinner 1in honour of
Hr. Sclomon on the 15th, 'The company was principally
composed of Voluntaries, but there were also present
others, who though opposed to the Voluntary Bill, are
sdmirers o the general political conduct of the late
member of Capetown,

(S5)e J. H. Hofmeyr ~ Life of J, H, Hofmeyr, p.2R2

o~
A
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' SEPARATION,

} Under this term will be considered the agitation from the
East for either a federal devolution of the Colony into two .
provinces or complete eceparation from the West. .- Other demands
“were for a removal of the seat of Government and Legislature
from Capetown to somewhere nearer the East, if not to the East
itself, and for parliaments held in alternate sessions at
~ Capetown, on the one hand, and Grahaméibwn,or some other
g Eastern %own, on the other.

It has ‘been seen (1) ‘how Hrs. Solomon objeeted to paternal
‘ Government' one aspect of which or so he feared, is the
overncentraiisation of the Executives ~As a demoerat, he told -\
‘his requisitionists in 1854 that he wag in favour of a devolu=-
‘tion of the Colony into two provinces for all local purposes and.
‘a union for all general purposes (2), He reiterated his belief
in this solution all along, though later he insisted that the
division should be into three, to respect the wisghes of the
- Midlandg districts (3). Yet "ne led the Western party against
the Easterns in the Assembly. This was because he would not
‘hear of_complete separation., - He was a man of large views, who
felt that it was 'but the day of spall things' (4). He hoped
~in time for a federation of the United States of Southern
. Africa, (6) and any further 'Balkenization' (6) seemed to him
,,retrogression. ~ As the finaneial depression deepened in the
1860's, the differences between East and West became sharper
. and sharper, and thus he stands out primarily. as the leagder
of the Western party.

second session of Parliament (1885), . On March 27th, Dr.
“aneredfimoved that separation was desirable and that each
Provinee should be made responsible for its own frontier
line. Mr. Solomon, (7) of whom Murray wrote about this time,
‘he is in every respect the leading member', (8) denounced '
. the motion as 'a very strong exhibition of Western Provmnce '
" selfishness and exclusiveness?. The Eastern frontier was'’

-;Xi " The’ question of %eparation was first broached in the

the concern of the entire colony. He was personally in . E
favour of 'federation' (that is, devolution) and thoughtthat :
the sooner 1t was granted, the. %etter. -

_ At the same time Mr. E“4:;3.01:1&03:1 was sufflciently a Western .
" man to oppose the equalization o7 representation between West \
~ and East in the Asgembly which stood at 24 to 22 respeetiVely,u//
ag was implied in the roposal to declare Queenstown an
_-electoral district, (9%

In the very session of Parliament (103 Er. Potey.
member for Grahamé own, introduced a motion ’demanding comp
plete separation of the Eastern and Western Provinces
secure to the imhabitants of the former, "all their righte,.»

. privileges and 1mmun1ties, of Wthh they have been 80 long

(1)« 'See'chapter 2B ‘
“(2)s 'Election of Mr. Saul § olomon...' p.4..

(3)e Hs of A, June 7th 1861. - T
(4). Ibid - - .

"T8)s: 'Election of Mr. Saul olomon'. p 4.
- (6)s Walker, History of S.A. uses the expression. p.278.
(7). H. of A. March 27th 1855, - .
(8).  Cape Monitor, May ©th 1855,
- S?"' of A. 18th May 1865. -
{ H. of Ay May 2%7th 18\.)60
) 1w1*~b~'&m'0buqutﬂbnu~
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deprived, but which can only be guaranteed to them under a
separate constitution®, The wording of the resolution was .
~ unfortunate,  The West could hardly be expected to agree
"that it had boen unjust to the East. Mr., Solomon, es a ‘
Western men, was stung by these allegations of discriminatory
treatment, EBEesldes a separate, indepondent Government was
an entirely different thing from a federal devolution. Te -

, preceeded to demolish the arguments of the Seprationists, and
present the case of the West. -

SGparatlon or removal was dﬁmanaed in the 1nteresta of
the military defence of the frontier, This reanson was no
longer valid as the military headquarters were already . .
stationed there. The presence of the Governor woulé be no

aaset since he was now a eivilisn., =

It was claimed that owing to the unequal repﬁesentatio
of East and West in Parliament, all measures beneficiel to the&

. FEast were rejected by the West., He pointed out that in ths

- Assembly the West really only had a majority of one, since the
Spoaker was a Western man and hed no deliberative vote, In

" the Legislative Council it stood at 8 to 7,in favour of the

" flest, Such a majority was in neither c¢ase overwhelming. In
nhis opinion considering the respsctive 'wealth, population and .

- intelligence! (sic) of the two provinces, iti:was the western

- province which laboured under the disadvantage, the only
justification, for which was the distance Eastern members had
to travel to ths Legialature and the difficulty to them of
vregular attendancei ' o ,

He asaerted that there wad no unanimity gmong ths Eastern
represontatives, and supported this contention by an analysis
of division lists, Even where some of the bills were of
peculiar intereat to the Hest, none showed any unity on
provincial lines, "No, Sir, the legltimste operation of free
representative institutions, where we meet face to face to
discuss all subjects, and with the whole colony as lcokers on,
is to bresgk down and destroy all national and all sectional
distinctions" ' . .

English and interpreted Western opposition as the hostility
- of Duteh against English, The fact was that there were 30
Engllish and 16 Dutch representatives in the Assembly, and of

the 30 English, 125came from either Province. '

The Eastern Provines seemed to eansidﬁr 1tgelf pecnliarly/f

an Ceming back to the particular prOposal of Hr, Pote, he
“noted that it was proposed to make the West contribute to tne

defence of the frontier, although it was to be excluded from -
the control of border policy. The West would be very foolish
to agree to that, for while he would not accuse the frontier
colonists of deliverately provoking war, "the insatiable dssire
for land, which is exhibited so strongly in the extreme
frontier districts militated towards that end.

He was_ absclutely OppOSed to another pr0pcsal emanating{’
from the frontier, nemely that the seat of Government should !
be removed from Capetown to Grahemb®own, He believed that the
geat of Govermnment had an important influence on the Executive.
He recognised the shrewd and enterprising bwusiness abilitles

of the people of Grahanstown, but he thought they constituted

a single class, whereas in Capetown would be found all the
clazses that composed the colony, in about the sameé proportion
in which they existed throughout the country, "The public
-opinion of Cepetown is the public opinion of the colony and a -
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Gavernment sdopting these Opinions will secure the support
~and sympathy of-the colonista”,(1). It was an ingenious "
argument with which to counter the demand for a more '
‘gentrally situated capital, even if GrahemdTownts claims
should be dismissed. It should be noted that Mr, Soloman
was a Capetown man and moreover the CGovernment contractor for
- stationery and printing. There were not lacking contempo-
raries, notably R,W, Murray(z), who belleved that onthis score
he was influenced by personsl, monetary considerations, On
-~ the other hand, Murray was & hct protagonist of ﬁhe Eastarn
- cause when he wrate to that effect in 1864.

: Hr, aDlOmon concluded his speech by hopino that they would
hear nc more of -'this senseless cry for separationt., He pro-
~ posed @s an amendment, that when the Eastern Province clearly .
~ indicated its desire for separation, this shouldg bs granted,
upon terms just to both:-provinees, He cbviocusly hoped to
thwart the Easterns by the difficulty>of securing ‘clear' proof.

Hr, P@te did not press the motion to a division, Neither
in the 1857 nor the 1858 session wes the matter ralsed again,
In the latter year(3) Mr, Solomon tried in vain to induce the
House gtoagree to the commencement of railways in the Eastern
Province, 5e was not in the least concerned sbout the rival
merits of GrahambTown and Graaff-Reinet as termini, 'I care
nothing about the Eastern province......T that is, of course,
- a8 an Eastern Province, though as fellow colonists I esteem

- them very Ahighlyts Chiefly owing to dlvisions ‘among the
‘Essterns themselves, his motion and even Mr. Watermoyer's
- suggestion for a mere cammission of 1nquiry was 103t by 15 Noes
-to 14 Aves. ,

' General ele@tions began in January 1859, on nOmination

- day sccording to the custom of the time, the various candidates
gave an account of themselves and their views, In connéction

- with this particulsr guestion, lr, Solomon proved himself but

a poor prophet, for he gave it as his opinion that the demand

for a saparation of the Provinees or a removal of the seat -

of G?v?rnment -would not be raised for a very long tims to -

come (4.

In apite of this prediction, Mr, Clough moved, soon after
Parliament met, on April 2lst, a resolution in favour of the
introdnetion of an 'efficient resident Government' on the
frontier, The onus of drawing up such a meesure was to be
thrown on the Govérnor. Hr, Solomon(5), &s wes usual by this
time, led the opposition,  His speech was rether scrappy, and
he felt 'so execsedingly unwell! that he would not have spoken
at all had not the othershung back, He complalned of the
‘ambiguous terms of the motlon. As far as he understood 1it,
complete separation was demanded, He still maeintained that/

- Bastern Province o§1nion was not unanimous on the subject.’
The Easterns, he added, seemed to imagine that the Province

was peopled 8o0lely by descendants of the 1820 settlers,
Actually, he estimated that nine-tenths of the population of
the Eest came from the West, He remarked that it was curious/
that the RBast should hope to escape Keffir wars by separation/
whereas the Free State thought to aschieve the same end by

- ﬁnion-with the Golony, - a reference to Greyfs fedsration scheme,

Ibid - -

(1) A |
(2). t'South afrdean Raminiseences'. P«53.
(3)e He of A May 20th 1858, ,
Eégi SeheC.A. Jonuary 12th 1859,

5.

Hy of e hpril 21st 18“9._~ '
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He suggested aa an amandmant, ﬁhat the select cammittee /

 appointed to consider the annezation of British Kaffraris
should at the same time examine the alleged desire for ;

separation in the East. .. Originelly this committee had been

intended to report on a fedoral union with the Froe State

as well as British Raffraria, in accordance with Crey's 17

- recommendotion in his opening speech in Parliament,(l) bu
soon after, on the 28th March, the CGovernor had sent down &
message that the British Government was opposed to the

federation plan, though it still regquired Perliament!'s

- opinion on the 1neorporation of Eritish Kaffrarla in the -

- Colony,

On Juna 9th, Mr. Solomon a8 ehairman of the British
Raffraris end Frontier Government committee, brought up a
report against enlarging the present limits of the Colony
by annexing British Kaffraria and on June l4th, he introduced
e resolution to the same effect., His first reason was that:
the Colony was large enough, as it wes. In his opinion, if
any further territory was to be brought under British Juris-
diction, it should be constituted a8 a separate colony and he
therefore regretted that the possibility of federation had ¢
‘been shelved by the British CGovernment, But he adinltted that
he chisfly opposed the measure, betause it would destroy the
existing constitutional balance between East and West,not sos.
" mach in the Assembly, where it could be romedied by inoreasing

the representation of the West, as in the Council, where it
would neutrallize or even destroy the influence of the Hidland

L districts.' bis. moti@n agalnst annexation was passed.

. The 1860 session saw another requeat for Separation.x
Mr., Solomon's amendment{2) was an amusing and clever parody
of lire. Painter!s motion, The old grievances and replies were

. again heard. It was pointed out by Mr, Solomon that the
mach-vaunted materisl progress and proaperity of the Easst was

a8 good an ergument against, as for, separation, Hr., Sc¢lomon

- 8%111 maintaeined that publie opinion wes not yet eles»iy in '
favour of separation, His amendment was ageln carried(29-14)
that whenever the Esstern Province should indicate 1its desire
for Separation, clearly and unmistakably, the Hbuae would //,
:take sultable steps. to bring it about. : _

L It almost Seems as though‘%r. Solomon tempted fate when
he predicted in 1859 that they would not be troubled by the
- Emstern agitationkg some time., During the 1860's the
struggle became hee%§§§~than ever before., The finencial depres- .
- sion that settled like a blight upon all South Africe in 'the
 dismal sixtlest'(3) wes. probably largely to blame.

L beparation, in its various guiaea, dominated the attention
of the Cape Parliement in 1861. On June 7th, Mr, HarrieXsmoved
the second reading of a Bill to provide for a separation of the
- Eastern and Viestern Provinces, Mr, Solomon began by acknowledg-
_ing that the agltation in the East had received 'a great spiritt,
but he pointed out that the recently formed separation League
owed 1ts existence largely to the mistaken 1dea that a suggestion
in the previous session to levy a half-penny tax on wool, was a
Western measure specifically directed against the East., The
fact was that the Westerns had voted with Easterns to reject 1t,

: {1). 'S.A G;A. Supplemant‘ Mareh 17th 1859
- {2)e Ha of A, June Tth 1860,
(5). Phrase used by Walker, History of S.A. Pe307.
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- A3 to the allegation of the unfair apprOPPiatznn of
rovenue to Wesbern interests; he could scarcely trust himself

to speak, However, he 80 far recovered himself gs to be able

to go into minute details to prove that the phrase 'milchecow! -
was more generally applicable ta the West ﬁhan to the East, :

He denied that ho was the enemy of the Bast but he had
been. driven inbo opposition because the House had always been
asked to agres that the Weat had grossly i1ll-treated the East
and he folt 1t incumbent upon himself $o point out the facts,
He gdmitted promising thet when the East clearly demanded
separation, no difficulties would be raised, but he pointed
out that the petitions which had been received, though
numerous, were of doubtful velue, as the genuineness of sig-
- netures attached to them had been definitely queried in the
Council, Purther, he insisted that the views of the iézid.lands
should receive attention for 1t held half the wealth Of ths™
Bestern Province aend produced four-fifths of the wool that
was exported. It wes dﬁfinitely cpposed to Separationar- ;

, When he had agrecd to an eventual Separation, he had

never understood anything more than local self~government.
He urged them to realise that 1t was tuut the day of small
things?!, and to take a wilder view. In the future lay the
:vfederation of all South Africa.v His amen&mant for ﬁha Bill
to ve shelved was carrieda S

. . Shortly after, ¥ir. Harries moved a regolution, (1) in
. favour of the removel of the seal of Government, 'to such a

" place in the Esstern Provinces as His Exeellency the Governor
- may appoint?, this discretionary power being doubtless in the
" ‘interests of unity in the Eestern ranks, The Cape Argus :
remarked that 'the honourable member very clearly and ably,
though evidently without much heart or hope went over the
. ground that was 80 well-trodden in the Separation debats!,

. Hre Solomon wes apperently not in the House, Hr, ?1ervogel
telting temporary charge of the opposition advised the members_
of his party not to. bandy wopds, bubt simply to intimate their
opinions by vote, After a few Easterns hed spoken the motilon
was defested by 26 to 14, and anather for a diasolution of

Parligment fared 8imilarly. ,

“Thus fizzled eut the great Eastern ag;tatinn of 1861 far,
the time being, In 1875,(2) at the lest Voluntary banguet
to celabrate the passsing of the Voluntary Bill, Nr. Solomon
revealed that in 1861 he bad been compelled to withdraw his
- Bill, since the majority of his supporters came from thé East,

and as Separationists, resented his leadership of the Westorn
opposition so that there was a distinet possibility of theinr.
voting against him on the Voluntary queation in rovenge.

~ Although Sir Philiy Woﬁehause ‘told the Cape Parliammnt,
in his first address,(3) to 1t, that he was opposed to
separation, federation and removal, the Zesterns did not yet
abandon their efforts, In fact, the struggle became sharper
than ever before, largely owing to the gloomy financlal outleok.'_

The first important msasure which the new Governor sent
down was a Bill to annex British Faffraria.(4). Some of the |
constitutional  changes propozed in it were quite sound, such as

 Cohs Juns zo-'ch, gave & resume of the debate on the 16th. -

(1)

{2)5 C Ae dJune 17th 1875,

(3). Supplement to the Cape Argus, April 24th 1862.,

{(4)e H, of A, June 26th 1862 to 30th. Mr, Selomon spoke on

~the 27th.
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. the reducti@n of the perxod for which Legislative

Councillors sat from ben to five years, and an elective

- President of the Legislative Counecil instead of the Chief

measure because it would equelise the representation of

.; Justice.(1). Put, as in 1859, lr. Solomon opposed the ‘-/ -

Ylest and Esst in both the Councils and the Assaembly, (2) an&

. thus strongbhen the PBasterns against the Westerns, in their
"~ abttempt to carry a resolution in fevour of Seperation, He

scored a strong point, even with the Essterns, by observing

. that the natives of British Raffraries outnumbered the -
‘Furopeans by 80 to 1 and would be entitled to the franchise

in due course on the same terms, as any other colonist. In
the circumstances, he thought that federation 'was the only
sclution, On June Sﬂth th@ Governor's 8511 me lost by 1G

- to’'ls votes,

The Covernor next prepose& to assemhle Pmﬁlxament

. ocecesionally in the Festern distriets, and the Colonisl

Secretary introduced a resolution to that effect. Mr. Solomon
(3), leading the oppositlon,admitted that the Governor had

 the legal power toc summon Parliement wherever he thought fit,

but he thought that; acting. censhituticnally, thers was no
sufficient reasvn to move it from Capetown, 4As far a3 incone
veniencee wes concerned he celeulated that the nett result was
the same for the legislative Couneil and in the Aszembly more
people suffered inconvenience if Parliasment met in Grahemstown
and not Capetown. (5He discounted the fact that different '
people would be suffering inconvenience)}. Capetown he ro-.

‘iterated, as the seat of CGovernment, besed its claim on its-
-,superier wealth, population and intelligence., He believed

that the result of glternate Parliisments would be that
legislaetion passed in one session would be repaaled in the :

- next. The motlion was rejected.-

In the next sessien,(é) cwing to the slackness of the -

fﬁestern members, ¥r, Harriles succéeded in carrying by a

single vote, (15 - 14) a motion requesting the Governor to
summon the néxt session of Parliament in the Eastern Province,
When Parliement was prorogued,(5) Wodehouse announcod his
intention of convening Parlisment in G GrahanSTown next year.,

He observed that of the supplies requested, scarcely a =
quarter had been granted, and the Government wes leéft witha
deficit, Though he did not actually say so, it was obviously

' hoped that an ?aatern Parliament would be more gene?aus.

In fSouth African Reminiscences' (6) Hurray recalled

that Wodehouse confidentially told hime his intention to

convene Parliament in CrshamS%own, His difficulty was that
he could not be sure of a. paper to back him there. Xurray
had previously sold one<half share in the Argus %o ¥r.
Solomon, who had the contract to print 1t since it came out
in 1857, and ho decided to sall out to him altogether and

‘establish a paper in Gﬁahamdfbwn - namely the 'Great Easternt,

Capetown, to whom the Parlisment wes Worth at least

_£2Q,GOD per annum did not view the proposed session at

Grahamﬁ%own with equanimity.(?) Dn Augﬁst 17th 1863 & publicﬁ

él) Theal History of 8.4, since 1?95¢ ’al 5 (1908) .25

2) Ibids The number of members in the Leg. Councii tc be ir—
creased to § for each Province and in the Assembly équali-
-sation would be rosult of glving the West and Fast four
now members, and British Kaffraris two. :
He of A. July 1st 1862, '

C.A. July 30th 1863. Prermgation on July Eeth,
Sehe Remﬁn&scences. p.48 .
Ibid, 9353. .

3)
' ;4; He of A, Jﬂlg 14th 1863
5
{6)
{7)
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meeting was held in Capetown at the Town House to consider
what could be done with regard to the proposed removal of
Parliasment to Gralislown. Mr. Solomon wag one of the = =~

grincipal gpeakerss It was with thie protest meéting in mind
- that Murray wrote that Mr. Solemon's indignation was partly f

due to his fear of losing the Government contract for printe |
ingl... and it was no wonder that Mr. Solomon who was the z
‘Government and Parliamentary printer, was more cutraged than
“his neighbounrs.(l). : - _ : '

.. 8ir Philip VWodehouse refused to grant the petition pasged
by the publie meeting of the 17th that Parliament should not
be moved from Capetown, and another was held on August 31st
at the Town Housé. . Mr. Solomon was asked t¢ explain why he
had not attempted to rescind the resclution in favour of re- -
movals, He replied that he did not think that the Governor
~had beéen guided by the resolution so much as the need to
obtain the taxes which a Capetown Parliament had refused him, .
To that extent he sympathised with the Governore. ™I regret,

- and everyone who saw my course in Parliament, unpopular as ié'
may be to be, to be an advocate of taxation, will understand
that I deeply regret that more taxes were not laid upon the
people, for I believe they are absolutely necessary for the
Government to carry on its business efficiently". -

' It seemed to him thaj the East had abandoned separation
“for the time being and wewe now advocating removal. That -
being the ¢ase, the West must send to Grahambiown the very

best representatives it could. He was apparently in bad
health, for he spoke of a difficulty 'entirely personal and
peculiar...s which it is impossible for me to overcome!, whieh
- would prevent him from offering himself for election to the
next Parliament, : ' A ; -

. It is interesting to note the attitude of leading =
Eastern newspapers to him, reflecting and moulding, as they do,
. the opinions of a considerable section of the peopiep - 'The

Fastern Province Herald! in an editorial resumé of the |
Protest meeting at Capetown regretted that Mr. Solomon would
not stand. “"For readiness in debatey; for shrewd business

o tact, for a thorough knowledge of the colony and for moral

" eourage in’the defence of any question he has espoused, he
stande *second to none! in the House of Aseembly” .e.(2).

. VWhen Nr. Solomon subsequently changed hie mind and
allowed himself to be nominated, the 'Gralimétown Journal', in
an editorial headed, "Sail Solomon is Coming", expressed its
satisfaction,- "Mr. Solomon is not zenerally bebved on the
Frontiere«.s«.s7%€ should not be surprised to be told that in |
" the rural districts the name of Saul Solomon, like that of
Bonaparte in the good old days at home, is used to frighten
children.....s But we believe that the Frontier people have
the same gort of noble bravery whiech induees the Britigh _
seaman t0 seek out and grapple with the ships earrying the
greatest number of the very biggest guns".(3). S

o However, continued ill-health forced Mrs Solomon to
alter hig plans once more. In a letter publiched in the Cape

). TAE .
(2), - Basterp Province Herald. August 256th 1863.
(3)s  Grahamstown Journal, December 1lth 1863.
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Argﬁﬂ (1) he informed his requisitionists of the necessity '
of a sea voyaze to restore his healthe He could not be sure
when he would return from England end he thought it best to

withdraw his eand;datqr@ definitely. :

¥hile in England, lr, Solomon spent a fe" days at Norwood
in Pebruary 1864, where John Henry de Villiers, then a young
lav-student, wes also steying. Y¥r. Solomon advised him to
complete nis studies and refurn to the Cape as soon as possible,
- a8 there would probably be some good openings for barristers
in the near future, De Villiers recalled that when they
walked together, the small boys would shout out, "There 13
the 11ttle man®.(2)}.

Heanwhile, at the Cape, Lr. Seloman had been ncminated
in spito of his refusal to stand and on Harch 16th.there
being only 4 candidates for the 4 seats in Capetown, all were
returned unopposed. A4s soon a8 the news reached him in
England, he hurried back to Crahexffown, as he told in a
later election (1869),(3) when he recounted wnat saerifices
“he had made on bahalf of his electars. ,

Murray has 1&ft us a bissed portrait of hlm at this :
© time, He plctured Mr, Solomon as bowed down under the strain
of Lighting, nractically singlehanded, to kesp off the
fast-gathering influence. of the growing LFaast, "ilg devotion
to Parlisment has been oxcessive..... he reasd half the night
and spoke half the dey.... He is irrltable, impertinent and
11llcgical... 1f hs had 1gid down his politieal weapons even
lest session, he might have been aiways remembored as the -
- leader gnd chief ornament of the Assembly, instesd of the 7
spiteful and uncempramising enemy of the East".(é). :

Parliament was reopened on the 27th April, 1864, On

June 2lst Mr, Solomon took the oath and his sead a3 s momber
for Capetown, and he immedianbtely resumed the leadership of the_
Western perty. On his arrival, he found that notice of a - {
motion in favour of removael had been glven by Mr., Harries., As
the days passed without the resolution being moved, ¥r.
-Solomon began to susPBQt thet it was deliberately belng held
back till the majority of the Western members shculd have
left. Since Mr. Harries evaded fixing a day for the debate,
although specifically requested to do so, he placed a counter
motion on the paper in favour of reteining the seat of Govern- -
ment in Capetown, When the resolution came on, the Esstern
members, finding themselves in o minority, 1eft the Hall in /

& body 80 that the motion wes carried without any epposition.‘ :
: ”hat question settled, Mr, Solomon and several other ..
Westerna, felt free to return home.(5).

A yesr had elapsed since the peaple of Capstown had h@ld
oxcited meeting against 'removal! and undoubtedly they were
in a happler mood, A dinner was held in the Commerecisl
Exchange on Thursday the 18th of August, in honour of the
Western Province members, With some satisfaeﬁicn a Capetown
editor({6) remarked, "When ﬁr Solomon reviewsd the leading
events of the session, cheracterisced its history and roesults,

CaA: Decembers Sﬁnd 1865»

TiTe

(2}. Walker - "De Villiers" p,26. -

(3 apeech;on Nomination day. = C.A. Hay 1lth, 1869.
{(4). ‘'Pen and Ink Sketches! Book 2. pe49.

%5;. Ced, July 21st, 1864. 'Menthly‘Summary of Cape §ewa'
).

SsAL AT August 20th, 1864,
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and hit hard, a3 no man in his position could help doing, at
the vaffled attempts and disappointed ambition of the

Grahams town party, all cheered enthusiestically, of course,
but it wes the good«humoursd cheering of men who could afford
rather to laugh at their antagonists than to bitterly deery
them',

WQstern sﬁugness did ngt last long. In the following
session Wodehouse requested Parlligment to pass an Act
annexing British_ Zaffraria to the Cape, Tut if they refused
he would promulgaté an Aet of the lmperial Parliament, which
he had 8pseially secured to meet that .contingeney. TneAWest
was alarmed and determined to forestall -any such possibility,
for the British Act provided only for the representation of
British Reffraria and it wes feared that the Eaffrarie
ropresontetives would throw in their lot with the Easterns
and so strengthen the latter,

On May 16th ¥r. Solomon supported by Mr, relteno

carried a motion that the British Keffraria Rmnexation Act ’\
should be smalgemated with the Representation Act in order to \
ensure that the former was not passed without the latter, end
that the existing constitutional belancs between Ezat and
-~ West In both'the Assembly and Council would be maintained.

Thepreafl'ter -the West was favourably dis posed towards
annexation.

Fevertheless, on Hay 22nd; Mr. Sclomon moved a vots of
eensure on the Governor, on the one hand, and the British
Government and Parlisment on the other, th& former for re-
guesting the latter for psssing, an Act vitally affecting the
Cape without the slightest et tompt to consult the Colonial
Parliament, It is here(l) sufficient to note that the
resolutions, as amended by Mr, Rutherfoord, membver for Graaff-
Reinet, in the direction of toning theom down, were carried
with only one dissentient, a Mr, Boyes. The Grahamstown.
Journal{2) approved of Mr, Solomon's action, although it pro-
fessed to regard it as nothing mors than an wiplessant duty,
Remarking that Colonial Governors were vory average men "...
of course, thers 18 the alotract dignity of the office, vub
- the colonlal mind is incapable of bein impressed WLth
abstractions”,

: The unanimity of East and West was of very short
duration, The West supported the smelgamsted Annexation and
Representation Bill, The Hast hoped to defeat the same and

- sécuro the introduction of the Annexation Bill alone, There
began a dreary pericd of obstruetion, lasting in the Assembly
t111 the 4th August, when the Bill passed its third reading,
end in the Legislative Couneil further opposition held it up
till ?he léth,September, when it scraped through by 7 votes
tO G U)i :

, In. hia prorogation s pesch, (4) the Governor reforred to
the Vote of Censure, and justified his action by pointing to
the events of the sesaion, when the question had not been
dlscussed on its own merits, but hnad resolved itaclf into &
trial of strength between Baat and West

(1), “See . -Char tor 4.

(2} Grahamstown Journal, 29th May 1865.

{3). Hurray gives an entertaining scoeount of the obstructian
in S.A, Reminiscences, p.€8. 'Sir Christoffel Brand
was a man of marvellous physical endurance or he could
nevezlhavezstccﬂ 1t', Also Kilpin - The 01d Cape House.
pPpe 41 = 42, '

{¢)., C.A. October, 10th 1865,
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 The year 1866 oaw South Airica sunk deeper than over
into financisl depresslion ard in the Caps Parliament the _
wrangling between Last and West ceassd temporarily before the -
more urgent guestlon of balaneing the tudgst.{l). On July o
16th, 1867, it bsgan all over sgain, when Captaiin Mills pro-
pased thet the Governor be requested to summons the next
gession of Parlisment at a town in the Esstern Provinece. ’
ur, Sclomon objected that it was Separation in a different
guise and his motion to adjourn was carried by 22 Ayes to

20 roes. On the next day, learning that the Leglslative
Counecil had agreed, by the casting “vote of the s peaker, to

the same resolution as the Assembly had rejected, he secured
by 19 to 14, a motion in favour of continuing to hold the ”
parliamentary sessions at Capotown, That was not the last

of the Easterns, A month later, on August 15th »e moved the
adoption of & serles of resolutions in reply to those of the
Council, which had in turn been directed asgsinat the original
resolution of the Assombly, The Legislative Councll voited
the ¢ld complaints that Parlisment was dominated by members
rosident in or near Capetown; that as o _result, Iegislation
had been detrimental to the interests of the whole colony;
public money hed been spent on publiec works chiefly in the -
Cape area, to the: mneglect of the Eastern districts; the
permenent majority granted the West in the Legislatura wag
‘unfair to the Eest, which it was slleged, had outstripped the
West in population, woalth end trade; tho Fast was handl«

- capped by the distance from Capetown and thus the members

- arrived late end 1eft early. The Legislatlve Council

- . pecommended not only in the interests of the whole celény,

tbut also of the Imperial Govornment!, a removal of the sest
of Covernment and the Legislature to a central place, and
equallty of representstion in Parliament, The Governor was
asked to transmit the resolutions to the Secretary cf State
for the Gclanies.

Hr. Solcmon p?eaented the Wegtern case with exqulsite
elarity. He carefully considered each and every argument,
and with the mid of fgets and Pigures from offielal returns,
demolished 1t, His resolutions were passed on the same day
as they were introduced by 20 to 3 and were likewiae presented
-~ to the Governor fwr dﬁgpatcb to En#land. _

In his praronatian speech,(Z) flodshouse remarﬁad AR
judiciously that both sete of resclutions merely indicated =
- the hostility existing between East and West. He could not -
recommend removal, but as = sop to the Easst, he thought that
possibly representation might ve squalized, and Pariigment
assembled ocessionnlly elsewhere than in Capetown, Hr, |
Solomonts organ, ™he Caps Argus™, remarked sarcasticelly -
that the CGovernor Tavoured moving Parliament sbout, "tut then
he would cut down the “eglslature until he had made it a
_portable machine”,(5). :

- Ko more was heard in Parllameﬁt df Separahion in
whatever guise until 18%l. On June lst shortly after the
meeting of Perligment, ir. Nolteno moved e resolution in -\,
favour of Responsible Coverrmont, and for a commission to \V
investigate the possibillty of a division of the Colony 1nto .
provinces, under a federal Government, - Then to win over the '
Basteorns, it was agreed to amend the motlon $o as to state
“that devolution wgs desirgble and that the commisaion wes to

o (1), Chapter 4. :
(2)s C.As Saturday, August l?th 1867, Prorogation on Fridaya‘
{3). Inid, I:ditorial . . -
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consider how to achieve 1t,(1). When he gave evidense,
in due course, Mr, Solomon sald he had no objection to a
division of the Colony into three provinces, for purely
local purposes, though he should have preferred to wait for
a wider, South African Confederation.(2), The new Governor
Sir Henry Bll‘kl{, )montioned both a8 possibillties, in his

3

opening speéch,

Yost of the Westerns were in favour of ths Reapocnsibdle
Governnent $ill, and as soon as 1%s passage was secured
in 1372, no objectlon wes raised to the egualisation of L
representation between East and West in the Aszsembly by the \
creation of Wodenouse as an electoral district.(4), Mr,
Solomon suggested, at the same time that there should be a
reform in the mode of election of the lLegislative Counocil,

A month later, he moved,(5) but on behalf of the
Reverend John Brown, & further amendment of the Constitution
Ordinance, so that the sountry should be divided into five
oY more circlu for Legislative Council elections, Xe
himelf fully agreed that a change was necessary, In the
West, Capetown, and in the Zast, Grabamstown and Port
Elizabeth exercised an undue mfluonoo under the present
system, He could not resist the parting shot that "Capetown
was more truly representative of the Weatern Province than
Gr Town and Port Elizabeth of the Eastern Province". The
Hotion was sarrled by 26 to 11,

Accordingly,in the next sesaion, the Attorney-General,
de Villiers, moved(6) the seoond ruﬁing of a Blll to reform
the Legislative Councll b, redusing the termure to seven
yoars and dividing the Cclony into seven sircles each re-~
turning three members. ¥r, Solomon naturally supported it,
thauthugh he would have preferred a tenure of twelve years, one-
retiring every four years, The Bill was lost in the
Couneil however,

Af'ter an early dissolution of Parliament on this issus,
it was passed, though not without some d4iffioculty, ¥r,
Molteno seoured its passage through the Council by promising
that it should not take eoffect immediatley, tut only at the
next general election, In the Assembly, an amendwment by
Mr, Sprigg that its operation be immediate was carried by a
mgjority of one, lolteno frightened several members into
repentance by threatening to resign, bvut slthough ¥r, Solomon
wes in favour of the Eill, he was not in the ujoritg that
voted In faevour of axpunging ¥r, Sprigg's amendment(7).

In the same sesalon as this firet serious attack upon the
division into East and West wes made, Mr, Paterson Proposed(8)
a resolution for & devolution of the Colony into three
provinces for local government, subjeet to a central GCovern-
ment and Legislature, Thlis represented a large modification

(1)« Theal History of S,A. since 1795(Vol,5) 1903. p.125.

(2). Cape of Cood Hope, Appendix 2 to Votes and Proceedings of
Parl,, 1872, Federation Commission's Report, Evidence
of ¥r, Solomon on 12th February. p.9%.

(Z)e CeA, Supplement Thursday, April 18th, 1372,

(4)¢ He of A, June 1l4th 1872, The 'Respomsible Government' Bill
was read g third time in the Council on 12th June
(Theal History Veol. 5. (1908) p.136),

(5)e He of A, July 1l1lth 1872.

(6)e H. of A, ¥ay 12th 1873, Fybers pp. 64-65.

(7)e ¥olteno, Vol. 1 ppeR41-248, The relevant pages in the

Argus wers torn out, There is however a record of the
final division - H, of A, July 1l0th 1874,
{8). H, of A, June 3rd 1873,
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of the fermer Eastern demand for complete Soparation, and was
what Mr. Solomon himself had advocated sll mlong, even to the
Federation Comnisaion In 1872, But he now argued that that
comnissiont's report had been a failure.~ Specifically
appointed to conzider a scheme of devolubtilon, the members had
- differed too much to produce & really workable pian., FRather
different, bhowever, was his further contentlon that 'this idea
of federation had alwaya been the bring;ng in of the outlaying
states - the Trangvaael, Natal and the Free State, and if there
wad no prospect of that being done within a reasonable tima,
there.was no advantage in dividing the Colony'. Ho moved, as
an amendment, that tne question should be shelved till
Responsible zovernment had been firmly established and that
any such measure should be introduced by the Covermment,

One cannot avoid thﬁ impression that kr. Solomon was no
longer in favour even of devolutlion. When in 1875 the 4
agitation for a South African Confederatlon begen with ber<.
Carnarvonts despatech gnd the arpivael of Mr, Froude, Hr.
Solomon{l) aceused the Easterns of supporting Confaderation,
for the sake of obtalning a division of the Colony and he
ridiculed the sxpectation that a South African conference
would interest itselfl in such a domestle affalr, He forgot
that he himself hed said that only under such circumstances
could the guestion be considered, Ths truth was probably,
that efter eightesn years, he was tired of Fastern and
Western rivelries, That is elsar from the faet thet he had
taken ths initiative in inducing the Holteno Govermment to
broak up the politlesl divisions into Eest and West by
blurring the territorlal distinetions in Legislative Council
8lections,

' +Hhis
There is mueh to be sajd for him, Plrstly, as he him-

self pointod out the report of the Federation Commisslon
had bpeen a failure. But even more important, by this time, .
the main Eastern grlevances hed been redreSSSd Holteno's
Cablinet was a soalition of Easterns and ¥Westerns and in

the Legislature representation had been equalised, Time,
bringing improved commmlcations, must inevitably work to

- lessen the dlstances physical and mental, botween the ex-

tremes of the Colony. ﬁevertheless, it must be admitted
that such a change of attitude 1s aiscaacertlng in one whose
consiqtenoy'was his proud boast.(2).

{1). See¢ Chapters & snd 7 for é dizcussion of the
Confederation campaign, _

(2). Hs of A, June 25th 1860, Confederation debatef,...for I
am not askhamed of what I do, politically or privately.
I have at least & character for consistency to sustain’,
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CHAPTER 4, RESPONSIBIE GOVERNMENT.

1 g

As @ Liberal, Y¥r., 3olomon had no “morbid dreasd of
imovation®,(1) but he promised his electors that he would
be emutious in advooating changes. "Reshneas or precipitancy
on the part of the pew Parlliament in the introduction of
organic or extensivii.changes, would in my opinion be far
more injurious to ths intérests 6f the Colony than the
adoption of a system of lsgislation which might appear to
be marked by e or unnegcessary esution".(2). While his
refusal to grant the wishes of the Eastern Separationiasts,
may not ssem particularly meritorisus in a ¥Yestern man, ons
camnot fail to be struek dy his reluctance, Hime and egain,
to foroe on a measure, such as Responsible Governmsnt, in

' which léoiiésmalr bad faith, when many, & large minority, were
3 ‘g‘im .

In the mecond Session of the first Parlisment, Mr,

Paterson“ecarried, by 235 votes to 9, a vesolution aff

/that 'the immediate introduction of Responsible Parlimmentary
Government into this mlox%.u both Q%ﬂt and negessary!.
A eommittee consisting of Messrs Falirbalrn, Solemon, Holteno,
Beint jies and Pateraon was appointed to consider what
alteyutlons would have to bs made in the Comstitution
Ordinance, in consequence of such a change of Government.(3).

About e month later,(4) Mr. Fairbairn proposed that the
Report of the Committee on Hesponsible Government be adopted,
It 1s merely stated that lr, Solomon spoke at length in
favour of ti» motion. 1In the evening replied to sume
objectiona, He realised that the Easterns were afrald that

:if Responsibls Goverument were introdueed, federation or

i separation would never be obtalmed, IHe was favourable to
fedaration but assured them that it could best be gonsidered
after, rather than before, the ¢ was made. AlL the
Eguse had virtually mp&d the prineipls of Resporsid
Government by passing lir, Paterson's resolution, lr, Fairbairm
found it wiser not to press the adoption of ths Report and
the gquestion was shelved for the time being,

A week after the opening of ths next Sesslon,(8) there
was some discussion on the implications of ths seeond
paragr of the address drawn up by a Select Cammittee in
answey the Governor's opening apeech., It was rather
involved, but the t was that the House would welcome
action taken Ly the Executive, to introduce Responsible
Government., Ir. Solomon objected $o putting such a highly
contentious question into the address. 'I hope to see
Reaponsibls Government earried but not by a side-wind', It
;:: finglly agreed to modify the olause in accordance with

views,

2)+ Ibid, p. 6.

3). H, of A, Bth April 1865, From here omwards, for the
rest of the Session, the S .A.C.A, for soms unaccount-
sble reason no longsr printed detailed reports of the -
debates,

24). L, of A, 9th May 1BEE,

5)- L, of A Earchﬁﬁ_th iBss8,

Wirdtr S P

b,
~

ilg. tEloction of Mr, Solomon'!. p. 7.
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 Hot lzmg aftar Hr, Fairbridge moved(1l) a rosolution
6 tho offect that the introduction of Responsible Government
should be delayed gs & premabure msaguyre. While My, Solomon
was not proparcd o force on the change until the t.ime was
vipo he did thirk that the various cobjections to - L
Responsibis Goverrmont as a principle wore wnsound. Some :
were of the sem2 kind ag haed been raised agelnst Repressntative
Government., It hed then boon argued that no gqualified men .
would be found to rveprosent the people ond that thoe Best
would be uneble to send any roprosentatives et all, Thatv
hed been disproved end ko Gid not think there would be any
aifficulty in finding sufficient sultebls men to form a
Cabinot, nor that the ambition for office waz, in itself,
ﬂantempéible Parliasentary Govorrnront was Baiit?. to bvo unm
sulted to a country which was not nationally homogencous, bub
he belisvod that complete politicnl equeliby wos the only
polution in such cases. The Lasterns furthcr fearcd that the
troops would be withdrewn, should Responaible Governwent be
introduced, but ho thmght that the Imporial écmrment
would appreéciato that the position in the Cape was faor
diffesent from that obtaining in Canadn end Australis. I
socmed to him that if & Eafflr war broke out, the Exccutive, :
ult%@a% compslled to talke immmdiate stops, woulﬁ ho ma@réam ,

arlismentary support, and henee its acfzi@m would he

milltary action ageinst possible aggression on the frontier,
would invarisbly be spproved by Parliament, even if tho
Exocutive neglectod to ecmm.lt it i1l ai‘t@max»ﬁa. Thus in
1858, the ﬁﬁsembly gondoned Greyis pathor arbitrary use of
the Frontier Police hetween the Kei end the Bashoo, apainst
Krolt.(2), Agein in 1877 troubles avose cwing to 2 division
of opinion botween the Governor and his Ministers, as to the
conduct of the Gailfa-&alfeia:a Campaign, and the ‘Houso aided

with the Govermor.{(3).

- 'Salomen produced an awendmont, which was in the nature Qf a
- compromice, for it oroposed o establish Responaible Governe

ﬁbsawing the acreagﬁh of the “Antﬁ »R@s;;emibles %, Mp \
&
i

ment gradunlly by providing that the menbersz of the

Exacutive should offer thomgolves for slection to olthor

Houge, though if defoated pt tho polls, they might teke thelr
' seats in tho Houge, ex~-officio, without the rignt of vobting,

as a4t present. His emendment was Gefonted by 24 votss to 18

| “and the original motion passoc’i by the sam majarity of eigkt.

No further dipsct atwmpb was made to introduce

- JResponsible CGovernment till 1860, but Hr. Holteno wes not

sbove trying to force it ﬂcug,h by 'side«winds', Nurrey
doscribod him as “wery ap*is to be led away by an excessive
poal for anti-Governmont attacks"{4) and biz’ Holteno often
girforod from ¥r, Solomon on the quoestion of procedure, o
was 50 h@tly in favour of Resporoible Covernment that he
gould not brook any delay, and ho thervefors tricd on cecasion,

to obstruect the normal buaimzss of Government. Thns, in

1858,({5) whon the Road Bill was baing discussed, he said he

- 4id mﬁ; eonsider it a very great improvement on i:hva proasnt
. sysbtem, and was content to leave things t111 Responalble

Government was cerried, My, Solomon, ontthe other hand,
e,zimittad thot the Read Bil:!. gould m impmma and that

1) Hy of A,.- A{mil, ioth 1&'56.

2). 8See Chapter 2C. ,

3). Seo Chepter 6, -

4}, "Pen and Ink “ket&ze& in Parligmsn%“ by Limnor,
Book lv ?o C , :

(
E
(
(8). . of A, Horcn 16th 1858,
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Eesysmibm Government was very desirable, 'bubt I em not

- prepared to say that we should delay mx'y important meagure
£ill wo pot %', Hr, Scl@m&nfﬁ views xarewileﬁ and the

BLll was mn&cﬁ&ﬁ i

_ in 1880 Molteno mtm&uce& a motian in favour of
Respcmsibln Governmont.{1) . The public, particulariy weman
erowded in to listen - "‘,I'm Speakerts gallory was entirely

oﬁcupieﬁ by ladies®.(2), Mr, Sﬁlomcm Gid not spoak till late

in the evening, aftor the Attorrey-General, Mr, Porter, had

o aeﬁivereé an oloquent peroration ln favour of Lhe moasure .

Sel v

o mgin of defoat, z':hat Hﬁltem might have carried his motion

- weil Noltono exagporated in suoy

- whiah admitted the need of some conatitutional ol

M¥r, Soelomon'*s spooch attracted snttention for a pather
different ysason, Guite carly in his addross, he bogan to
Giaagres with soveral of Holtono's argumenis - a fact whieh
sald a grest deal f@z' his honesty but little for his atz‘ategy. ,

: Molteno cla%aé that the:; wore not able bo eﬂntm}
oxpenditurse ot tho prosent Hime, Up, Solomon doubted whother
they would be in any bebtter position under Responsible

‘Government . - Ho guoted from the English YTimes' %o show that
in the Houso of Commons & committec hed recéntly besn

appointod to check extravagancd, In fact he belioved that wnder
Respensible Govermment they would probably havo a much -
grester oxponditurs then they then hads

He had nover thought of Roprosontetive Government s!:her
than a8 & transitory stage in the Colony's political develop-
mont, bub the Executive was makin%nthat systen work tolorabl;

£ that Parlisment waa
falling in the pubiic estimation, end he chided his impatience,
"Can we supposs that ropresentative institutions, the
cmatura of a Gay among us, will be productive ef all the
eiivantegees likely to rosult from them, bofore they have
axicted siz or soven yaa*ms?

Hiz main ground for aévocating the ehmge vas baaeﬁ on
the deplorabls irresponsibility of tho opposition, which could
only be scberod if it realiced that it would have teo take over
the CGovornment, He accussd Molteno of hindering the
Government by cutting it short of suppliiecs, IFf he (Holteno)
had beon Trogsurer-leneral, ho would nob have proposcd a
reGuction of the transfer dutles by & half, which mmli:.ed in

o loss to the publ:;.c royenie of £40 QG'G. _

"It 18 not, sir, that I advoente Resp@nslble Govarnmont
becouse this House is oo wonk, but becense this House is too

- gtrong - not beemuse I hold thet the pyogent Covsrrnment have

too much power, but bocause I believe the mombers of thab
Governmont have for too little powsrY, He gould foresos no
diffieuities arising out of Respansih:w Government botwson
the Impoerisi end Colonial Adwministrations, It was quibtes
simple to him, "We want a Governor oppointed by the Crown
for Imperial interests and an Administration enjoying the -
corfidence of the Colonisl Parliament for Colonilal interests”,

Yot in 1865 he himgolf was to renmrk resentfully that Sir
‘Philip Wodshouse neglected tho 1nterests of ths Gealan:,r ir

m*ﬁer to gerve Imperi.al ends,

At tho conclusion of the dﬁhate, Hp. Thomsan‘a aman@mmt
neld that the time was not yot ripe for them, was carrie& by
20 wotes to 18. It seems probable, cemmeriﬂg tho norrow

(1). 8.4, ﬁ.A. May<22na 1seo.<

{2). Tid.



» | hac‘i Hr._ ‘Seflcmﬁépakam mpm_amngly -in favour of it,

S v In 1863 Mr, Moltono again proposed the introduction of
- Responsible Govornment.(1l). By this time the finanecial
. deprossion wes beginning to moke itself folt and the '
f&’lﬁtipn@- betwoon parliasment and the Exccutive were bocoming
L more strained than duprling tho prosperous fiftles. In tho |
circumstances, Wr. Solomon gave a less -qualifiod support of
the motlion. In the previous Session the Houss hed rojocted:
two or throe very importent Government propesals, such as
- algornate Parliiaments and the annoxation of British ‘
Eaffreoria,(2) and in the prosent Session it seomnd extremsly
unlilely that the Government would obtein a suffieclency of
supplles to prevent an incresse of the public dobt,

, ~ Mr, Solomon d4id not think that thwverncr’s experiment
of introdueing bills no longer on his &85 rosponsiblilisy but .
with the advies of the Executive Council as s body, would be
a success, Only on Exooutive formpd from a parliamentary
party conld be oxpected to meot collectivoly., The present -
officers woro in politics as professionals end would not
‘resign 1f they disagreed with the Governor, :

Whot he had seld previously of tht opposition was evon

mors applicable at the presont time, Ne gave sn intorosting

- pleture of tho situstion in the Cape Prrlismont/j « YIt was g

angerousaly strong and irresponsible opposition - an oppogi-

‘tion that haes nothing in common, that is broken up into ,
individualities, evopry man doing what is right in his own eyes,
without being disposed to follow eny leader...... the
congsequencs belng that overy measure of importanco which the
Government brings in, is thrown out, and tho Porlisment
itsclf i1s unabls to bring in anytning in 1ts place®,

 Ho stated firmly that he had no ambition for office, "I
have o great dread ond appréhension of .any such trial and =~
anxiety being fixed upon me", It was improbable thot he and
¥olteno would ever be in the same Cghinet, "and it seems {oo,

- %0 bo taken for granted that the honoursble member for
Reaufort and nyself are always o be in the same ministey, .
which I think o very unlikely thing."™ = : o

'~ Ho again suggested that Responsible Govornmont might be
introducsd gradually by glving officers the opporbtunity of
offering themselves for election, but both this amenSment and

- the originel motion wore ﬁr:ejectaﬁs- ' - '
Since Parliament oppesed tho new gystem of Governmonbt 1% -
seomed to Mr, Solomon only logleal that tho existing Govern-
ment should be supported in every roasonable woy. The main
difficulty of Wodehousels Government was to got adegquate
supplies, Holtenc was in the forefront of those who opposed
- any taxation whatever, Thus, for ¢xampis, when the
Treasurer-General sald he estimated a defleit of £130,000
- and asked the Louse to consider ralsing the transfer duties(3)
P Nr, Molteno objJocted that no taxes were necessary if the ‘
/ Goverrmont would be sconomical 4nstead of extravagent, e,

Solomon thought the fact thot the CGovornor requosted the
Houso's authorigation to borrow £15;000 %o pay salarioes due
the next day, matde 1t quite cloar that the Governmont was
really in & straitened position, Their first conesrn should
“bo tho safeguarding of the public eredls, no matter what they

H. of A, Hay 25th 1863, Mr, Solomon spoke on tho 29%h,
+ See Chapter 3, . . : ' o

¥
’

. {1)
L (2)
R
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" might i}hink about A-éxtrafvfa;g;an‘b 9xpendiimré and the neéeasity -
- for retrenchment. He ilnbtended to vote for all the Govermment's
- mgasures o raise rovenus. ' : L

, However, by the end of the Seossion, the Housze had by so
for followed Holteno's lead that tho Governor roceived only
about a querbtsr cf the taxes ho had ashed for, and haed to
regart to the oxpedient of sumnoning Perlisment to Grohamstown -
to obtain thers the nocessary supplies from gratoeful o

Easterng . {(1). o
Wr, Solomon drew a @lstinction betwson the ﬂu’ty‘ of -

support of the Covernment and of the Governor, although under
- @ gystom of réprogentative Government as then exlated, there
- was net gsuch s groat diffsronce hetween the two., In the 1865
Session,{2) Hr. Solomon secured the passing of a vote of
gonsure on the Governor for obtaining on Imperisl Act to annex
British Keffparia, to hong as g threat over th® Cape :
- Porllamont, Af it 414 nobt pass an Act to the sams offsst
~docally. it bas already boen noted(3) that Hr, Solomon
objoeted to the Imperial Act becouss if promilgated, without
any further rediptribution of vepresentation, it would turn
the bolancd in the Assembly, in fsvour of the East. Bubt he
also objeeted, a8 & constltutionalist, to this oxtreme actieon -
of passing an Act very decply affecting tho Colony without the
least ¢ffort at consulbting the Cgpe Parliamont, 1In the c
- course of his speech, lr, Bolomon attacked the Governor for
- subordinating Colonial interests to Imperial ends, "The
Govornor states his anxloty to meet the wishes of tho Iome
Govermment , but he overlocks entirely the interests of the
Oolony hv is appointed to Qoverng" - -

 He thought that Wodshouso carried his submission o
Downing Stroet to ludicrous extremes s when, in a despateh
to the Dulic of Newcastls in 1863, ho asked vwhethor, in the

eyent of Separation, Colesverg and Graff Relnet should he
-~ ineluded in the Esstern or Westorn Provincel In his opiniong
it was fmpossibls to rule the Colony from. Dovming Strect, -
"They have thelr own parbty gquestions to fight for, and would
gacrifics ths Cape Colony tomorrow, if 1t would lspd to . -
party triumph®, « o A
Thres years latey, on the 6ve of a new Pariiament,(4)
‘the Governor, while yet maintaining himself jJustified In
talting the actlion bw had, owing to the bitter foud betwoen
the East and West which preventod Parliswent from considering -
the gusstion on its own morits, sald, "I admlt that I '
strained to tho uttormest the powors vested in mo by the -
Constitution, and 4id violenee to the feelings of those who-
~abtach a high value to your Parliswentary privileges®. bub
oxcused himsolf simply, "I 4id not think myself et liberbty
to shrink from the ofium of effecting the chonge®, -

, Kr, Solomon, however, continued to support the Governs
ment, He was so sure of his own conslstency that hs nover
fearsd to be cvon apparently acting invonsistently. AL the
baginning of the 1866 Sesslon, the CGovernor informed parlia-

- ment that ths deficlt for 1865 had beon £94,600 and would _
probably be greoater in the noxt yoar.(8). A1l other questions
foded into insipgnificance beside the sll-important quoestion

. {1). Prorogation Spedch July 50th 1863,

-{2). B, of A, Hay 22nd 1865,

{3}, Chaptor 3., = . i eas
4). Frm‘?og,a?ﬁ;izon Speteh Septombey Znd 1868,
5). C.A, SBupploment September 1866, .
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of makting the budget balanee. The mood of the House was
in fovour of retyonchment, - S

“- . After the Colonial Seerstary had made his Budget
speech and proposed going into commitbee to considor the
Estimates, Hr. Butherfoord, the member for Graaff Reinst,

 who first ok his sest in 1864 and was imwodéiately halled

by Hupray(l) as the leader of the Eastorns, suggested an
golsct committes to consider a schems of vetronchrent.(Z).
‘Hr. Molteno afvisod that the Estimstes should be roferred
back to the Government for 1t to meke the alterations, My,
-~ Solomon elected %o support Iir, Rubtherfoord, rathow -
eurlously, since he thought that the select commities would
achieve nothing., ©On the other hend, the contimmed financiael
dopression was boginning to offect him too. He pointed out
that Wodehouse was wrong in sayving that ever since he hed
been in the Coluny he hed been faced with & defleit, In -
1862, Hr, Rawson, then Colonlal Sseretary, congratuleated the
Colony on an oxcess of revenuo over expenditurs. In 1883,
thore wap a defleit, but next yoar the CGoverncr thanked the
Goghams Town Parliament for restoring the balance, 1In 1865,
the previous Seasion, the Colonial Secrctary in his budget
(speech declared the vovenue to Lo in a satisfactory state,
Be begmn to fear that the Governwent was extravagant and to
believe that only under Responaible OGovernment would -
Parliement be nble to control the expenditure. (In 1880,

he had ridiculed this idea of Moltenols,) .

- Two deys later, however, efter the Abttorney=-(®naeral hed
indicated that the CGovermment would be prepared to introduco
& sultabls schome of rotrenchment, Hr., Solomon moved that the
House ask the Governor to do so, ag soon as posaibls, but his
motion was rejected by 29 votos to 15, and Rutherfoordts, '
for o select committes was carrisd (32-12), o

B Aftor sbout ailx weoks,{3) Hr, Ruthorfoord brought up the
- Report of the Retrenchment Committeoe and made a speech, o
one had as vet hed o chence to study the Report for printed
copies had only been glven out that very morning.(4). ¥Nr,
Selomon bocsmd almost incoherent in his pralse of My, - o
Rutherfoord. "Tho bhonourable mewber had mede g most able
speech, and he trusted that when the honourable membor wes
called upon to assums the offlice of Prime Hinlster of the
olony...+" he would do as well, whichwas anticipating ovents
somewhat , beceuse,; whoen the Report was sbudled carefully,

it was found te b2 full of srrors. - S

| ¥r, Solomen said (B) that the Regolubtions drawn up by

the Retrenchment Commltiee wore mere truilsms and would be of
littls assistance to the Govornment, The report was in :
places divectly contradictory to the vesolutlons, It must

ke ovident that the country could not be governed by selech -
committecs, *'As long as the Covernment sxisted, o should
gonbinue to give it his support, for thaet was the principle
upon which he had alweys deted, and should continue to actt,

" The pesolutions and rsport wore, howevoy, adopted and
sent to the Governor with a request thet he would frame the
estimates for 1867 in accordance with them, The Governor

)« YPen and’ Ink Sketches'! by limner Book 2. p., 44,

Yo Hi of A, Sepbembor 25th 1866, S R

j. B, of A, November 7th 1866, o S
). He o A, Nov, 12tk 1866, This was My, Solomon's jJusti-
- Pleption when ¥p. Rutherfoord accused him of

- inconnistency. :
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| repneﬁtl) ﬂzat e would certa:h ly veor in mind the ro= - -
commendetions of the Retronchment Committes, Tbut tho schoms
to be submitted will be such as 1% {the Governmont) can
itself consclontlously redommond!, If they eontimed to
‘differ on the subject of balaneing the budget, they should

"~ consider the introfuction of Responsible Govermmont., It :
 is not unlikely thet the Governor hoped to frighten thereby
the Easterns from their alilance with the Westerns, sinca,
gensrally spoaking, the former wore opposed to ib;

: On the next day, Br. Solomon suggested a rovival of
the Retronciment Committec to consider the message of tho
Sovernor,  Mr, Rutherfoord objected that it was not
necessary and Mr, Solomon roplicd that the Gomibtee ‘seomed

Lo be pa:ssing 1 vot:e of no confidones on itsoelf,  "The

honourable menber for Graoff Reinet has held the voins of
Government for slx or sosvéen woeks, and ho brings up o

proposal,; which whon he is atﬂg@é t@ apply, he says ho cannot
do it, and nbandons the reins”. Bub Nr, 'ﬁutherfagz’d's :
amendmont £o consider in cmmmitt&e of the whole F@usez wog
'aarri{ad without a éi:ivisicn. .

_ A‘b this ti.m, the ZuldmAfyilasn :’«3) ﬁi& ceming a cone
sistency behind an apparvent incons ﬁ.s%e » Warned its roeaders
in an editorial on the relations of the mmﬁws and
Parlisment that, "howevor tortuous and however well-disguised
his politieni aaham&s might be, hia steady object was s¢ to
mddis and confuse the exlsting Governmentel arrangemsnts end
g0 to exbarrass tho presont Uxscutive as to drive both the
Pariiament and the Government to the adoption of o form of
Government which would in sll pr@babilitv result in the -
alavaticm of Wimsslf and party Lo seabts on the Trossuyy '
benchos”, Ignoring for the mowent this allegation of dosipe

- for office, it doos seem that Mp. Solomon rether vesented

~ that the House should choose to follow Rubherfoord and _
HMoltono rather then himsself, With Justifiable ogolsm, he
heljeved that his own visws were sounder, %haugh HUPET-
ficlally less ettractive.

1t has boon noted how ho taunﬁed e, Ruﬁb@rﬁ‘@orﬁ with
having sbandoned the reins of Governmopt. Nr, Kilpin gives
a wrong improssion whon he says, "He thought more of leading
the Houso in what he eo'asa.&ﬂma the pight dirvection, than
of being its leadey, and during the finenclel deprossion of
the sixties virtumlly banded ave? the lea&ership to Ruther-
foord for & eouple of years™.(3).

After Hy . Hutherfoordtls rotrenchmont planu had rath@r
¢ollapsed, Holteno took the lead of those who atill insisted
onf extemive ystrenchment, When Ur, Dodgford saked (4) that
Parlisment should doclove against the iwmposition of any tax
on gny exports of the Colony for the %ssm she Bast -

- mpparently fesoring a tax on wool, BMr, léclisem agreed, bei

oppoaed to oxport tazes as snch., . Solcmon sald he wouk

gupport the moition as the Houso was Gefinibtely amainst &“iy
such tox this Joseion, but ho &id not believe,; like Mr,

. Holbeno, that an emazﬂ; tox was ijm:tionable on principle,
‘He shen emplately ﬁivtargea to atbtack My, Hpltenols general
sconomiec theories, Ho complained that 'many honoirabls

members had come to regard the honourable member for Begufort

a9 a most ec@mmical member,; and himeli‘ aﬂ 8 very wztravagant

" 'enef

! (l) - Ho 01‘ Ai Tov. 3»13t11 m‘l

- {2). 2.4 Bov. 26th 1866, '
%S) . I{ilpin, Article on Saul S@lamon.-

4). mcamber 4th 1866,
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on the 281:11 of Dogewbor, the antimai:as for 1867 WGZ‘B -
introduced, and on the seme day, Hr. Molteno moved that,
the Gevemment scheme of retrenchment was mosh tmaatiafaetery
the Houge should merely vobte supplies for the first six
-months of 1867, Mr, Sclomon objected that they could mske
such alteratlions as they pleased in cormittee, In any case,
exactly the same quegtions would crop up on a six monthy

 estimete as on ono for a full year. These estimates had been

sent dowm at the Houssls apee:lﬁe request although the
Governor had asked it to leave over the matter t1ll the noxt
Session, DBut ¥Yolteno had hls way, and gn appropriation bill
for a hwlf year was sent down next day, and pessed without
further ade, On Jenuery 13th 1867 the Governor diomigsed
Parilamsnt in a fow, rasping senbtences, ',... with cocked
hat and sword, hs wet thom on Saturday, gave t}m,m one’ short
sharp kick, and told them o got (1}, |

Parliament was convoned sgein sbout threé months later (2).
The Governor announced that in 8pite of retrenchment in ]
various directions, thore was atlll a doficlt of £55,129, f

- gonstitubionnl amondment in the dircckion of reduci:

"Fupther taxabion waﬁ therefops imporative and ho prnpa.%é a )

Parlismont te 2 single Isglslative Chambor of 18 Heubers in
which the Bxecubive should have three soats. Holteno trieaj
to foreatall the Governor by introdueing Rosporsible 5422
Govermment(3) and Hr, Solomon supported him with the usual
argumnts, but the motiﬁn was lost by 29 to 22, About a wook
later,{4) there was a debsts on the Budgot spoech. Mr.,
Snlamn tock excoption to the Attorncy-foneralls taetlpss.
romaxk aboub eoen@mising by ¢ Bﬁppi% off the ecumbrous .
machinery of Parlisment The countey would not allow him or
, mwom elas to deprive tmm of theily parliamentery
institutions, - o declaration whieh was greetaﬁ with loud
¢heering, - The fealing of the Housze with regard to the -
Governor's proposal was thus uvwmistekebls, On Juno A2¢h, the
Colonial Seersotary withdrew the 'Roform Bili', amid chearé? '
and lmughter, with the lamo excuses that 5o for thore was
harmony between Parliament and Ooverrnment - other urgent
mattam neoded attontion « the Session was far advanced,

. The fallowing Session was Quieﬁ. Thm'e was stilla )
doficit, but 1t was lows than half thabt of the previous />/
yeny, 53 end no now toxss or loans wers msuimd, so that the

relaﬁiens botweon Parliament and the Exo Qut&ve were qu.u.‘he ‘
_ploasant for o change. i -

At tho mml eloctions in &869 the umxpeetcd : :
heppened¥,{(6).. ¥r. Sclomon was defoated(7) = partly, because
of the larga-acale bribory to whiech hie oppenents stooped, .
but more especlslly, becauss of the misguided enthusiecsm whieh
Mr, Solomon himself encourapged, which sought to sscure for
Hr, Porter, vho hed rosigmed %he Attorney-Generalship in
1866 and Imi boen prevailed wpon to stmﬁ for Copstown in the
Agsenbly, the largost numbsr of vobes d (The cumulative vote
was useﬁ. in the elocctions for Cepotown, whero thore wove four
geabs availebls). Mr, Solomon hed only oleven votes legs
than the fourth smcessful condidate, Though My, Porter .
wished to z*etim in His favaur, he would nat hear Gf 1t (3)

ilg o Jenu iot?* ive7.
: 13th April 186’?"
: (3). H, of A, Hay 28th 1867.
{4). H. of A, June 6th 1867.
; C m Hay 21st 1868,
. in':ag PASS 4 '
eﬁieial oelaration of tho pﬂﬂl on ?:is.y 20th 1869
, TS, AC.A,Y Moy 21at 1BEY and glao G4, May. li%h
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- Solomon declared that without talking wildly ebout despotism,

B m new olections gave the Retrenchwont g:sar‘t;? 8
majority, and In the 16869 Session, partly in consoguence cf
ts bastnee of the moderating influence of ¥r, Selomon,

Parlisment and tho Executive were again at loggerheads, Nr,

Rutherfoord had retired in 1868 {1) and Hr, ¥olteno was tha/ .

leader of the opmaition to the Govermmenkt, !Mr, Holtens '

has & majority, end he hes whipped and spurred them into &

pace to sult his vace for the parilamentary prize",.{2).

© My, Solomon wabtehed the course of ovents with intersst fyran -
without the House, In Septeumber,{3) a dinner was given in
his honour, thiefly by anuntaries but slac othéra who

admired 'tk gonersl political cont

Capetown', The chalr was taken by Mr. Frank Reitz, ¥.L.A.,

who In pzwpeaing #r, Sclemon's health mid, 'io was quite

- surs, if the hmtary of Scuth Africe was ever written, 1t

- would contaln a maﬁ dea.l sbout thedr guest, Saul Sclomon,

the true friend of the Colonmy'!. Hr, Solomon’s specch was !

takon up ¢hisfly with a discussion of the position of the

Voluntaries but in coneluding, he proposed the toast of the

- Porlismment of the Colony, Ho was thankful that the poople of
- Capetown hed not re-elected hin, for he hed thus b2on spared

2 very unplessant and mamfitablm Sesnion, Ho dlsapproved

of the extremimm of the Retmmhmanﬁ party. fIf he had beszn

- in the House, he had no doubt he would generally have been,

whore I had ‘hefam ofteneat besen found, in the minority?,

but he most heartily agreed with the mja ctifm oi‘ the

p?cposal to eut ﬁawn ths mrliamnta ~

- Shortly after this s ON Seﬂtember the ﬁath he wmte an
open lottor to the Caps Argus on tho Reservoed Schedules ond
tho Hetronchwent Resolutions. Tho House, or the majority in
it, led by Molteno, svemed to think that on & #imp
resolutim the Governoy could and should roduce the salaries
contalned in the Reserved Schsdules, Mr, Solowon believed
' _that an Act of Parliament wes required. I the House rejJectod
action by Bill for action h-y reaolution 1% would be over- :
~ riding the Conatitution, snd 'such attompts are in my cpinion,

- 88 much to be ﬂegracate& when they coms from the Houso of
Agsenbly, ‘a8 are attacks upon the cgmti ’auticm when thay

uct of the latc membor fér_

proceed fmm the Governor's o o K

: Smce t.he deadicck botween tha Exe cutive and Parlim@n% i

orxtinued, Sir Philip ultimmtely Gecided to dissolve
?az»liamnt and appeal to the country t¢ support his plan i‘crt
‘s pingle~chorbor lagislature, A% the olections,(4) Mr,

ho was opposed to the Governor's Bill to amend the constitu~
tion, bocausd he believed in government by ¢olonists, for

colonists, Ho was returned to the House of Assenbly, second
only to Mr. Porter,{(5) whose porsonal papularmy was v&ry gres

The Grohamts Town Journal (6) wes glad to kmow that Hr,
Solomon had been rew-clected, It expressed the belief that
bis sounder and more moderate views on questions of financs
would prevail against lir, Holteno's "Hr, Solemon?s views on
thesse subjocts nre safe and correct, becpuse they are nobt
empirical, but bgsed on weli-establisbhed prineiples and .....
not anﬁmawd b'y a sp!xu.b of vmlent oppcsition to the o

L ﬂ)-—/‘ *{_a‘\
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. Koltenos le, l.p.. 121 _

. 5.4,0,A, Septembor 28th 1869.;

« €. A, Saptember 16th 1869. Dinner at ashe Instltute aml
Glub, Purg Street on the 1Bth, ,

« C.A, Dac. Peh 1869, Hnmnahm Day on ’H:h.

. C.A, Déc, 1lth 1869 _

. Grohen's “"mm JGumal Dec. 2151: 1859.
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Govornuont...... Should they (Eastorn menbors) cbhoy ths
dictaten of sound judgment in acting with the honourabls
member for Capetown, wo hope thoy will not he tounted by
thoir eonstituencics here with Solomonian”,

. Yot when the new Parliament was oponed in 18Y0, Hr,
Solomon went into opposition sgninst the Government, Though
“ho had deprocated Holtono's endeavour in the provious Sezsion,
- to securs a reductlon of salaries on the Reservod dst, by -
slwmple rosolution, he had not eoxprossed himself as opposed
to the 1den of such reduction. When Paprliament roturned
thiz Session, it was foumd that the Governor had placed o
‘nunbor of othoy salarics on the Idst, that had never been

there bofore +~ this in spite of the House's unmistakeble
feollng in favour of retrenchment, Ho moved(l) that in
- tampering with the Reserved Iist the Governor hed acted )
improperly, & resclution which was cerried by 32 vobes to 17,

Shortly aftor, the Governor's Reform Bill', the causé of

the reeent elecbion, wos introduced.{2)., e, Solomon, as
might be expoected led the attack upon it, As was cuatowmary
with him, he skotched the history of the mosours and romarked
on the ineconsistency shown by the Govornor in his plans for
constitutional amendment, In 1865 both Hpuses hed been -
largely increased in membership, but 4in 1867 the Governcy ‘/
proposed & single House of 18 members and 3 officorsy in 1868 -
o House of 12 mewbers and 3 officers, Ho dlpeornsd in these
Gifforent proposals a common element « hostility to -
representative institutions, Hoe had himself slways udvocsted
an incrosse in the powor of the Biseubive, tut in such o weay

~ that the influence of the Iegislabure upon it would bs real

- and offoctive, If the Governor's plan wore accepted,

- 1?9@1&%:@& would be yoduced to the position of the old -
 |Iegislative Council 'which haé lost the respoct of the counbry

and nsver occupied an independent position of opposition to

the Government ezcept on an cutburst of popular Indignation'.

He yogretted that Sir Phillp had shown so obvious & lack of

sympathy with ropresentative “instlitutions, for he esdmired his 24

peraonal integrity and juat attitude to the natives, . . 2

- / - Amid seenes of great onthusiaam, tho moblion was, howeve /
ro jocted by 3¢ vobtes to 26, 'As soon ss Mr, Speaker declared

the mmbers, the majority choored repeatedly and ths shouts

of triumph worc taken up by tho occupants of the sirangerst

gallew\?f‘?&) « A reported doclared that Mpr, Zisrvogel sitipped -

down Grave Stroet like o young lamb, and ¥p, Solomon popped

into his carriage 1ike an industrious flea”.{4).

Viodehouse had thus cloared the way for the Intvoduction
of Responsiblo Government by Sir Henry Barkly, who definitely
. commended it to Parliament, in his opening speech,.(5). Holteno
opened the deobate on June lst, 1871 and on the 6th Mr, Solomon
gpoke ., He had always supportod the movement but he 4id not -
*mg;ret the delay in ite introduction becouso it was a groat

e’

- |political change an@ 1t was as well that the people should be
f\aﬁucated to approciate 1%, IO made his old polint about the
irresponsibility of the opposition under the presoent systen,
and brushed aside the objoetions that the Eastern Provines was

"~ oo far away to benefit, that the best men could not be sent,
that they could not remain for long, He confessed that only

(1}  H, of A, February 10th 1870, |
O, of A, February 2lst 1870, .
). C.A, 'Parliamentary Notes! February 26th 1870,
(4), Eilpin, 'The 0ld Cape Bouse'!. p. 20, -
- CL.A, April 27th 1871, Opening of Parliament onsamo day,



_ am tmng tm‘zmleé him and thm; was ne;i:ive paliw. Ha

should have preferrsd the Imperinl Govermment to retain
chergo of it, ut e r@aliaeﬁ that this was impossibls, He
reforred to fr, Morriman's remerk that if he were Prims
~ Einistor or had control of Native Affalrs, thevre would bo a
~econflagration, YHappily I do not need the emoluments of
office, and itz routing and restraints ave diatasteful to

M8 «.ass L would rathor talo my seat &8 an Independent mewmber,
froe to have a fling at eny perbty that I wight think deserved
it., {He preferred ethem %o submit tmmse lws to party
.ﬁﬂ.ﬁeip’lim); , | )

Tro Réﬁponsible @avemmnt Bill intm&ueeﬂ by hhe

Governmsnt imnediately after the raaalutmn was passad in
the Asgewbly, wad howover, lost in the Couneil,

. Rext year 1t was rovi vod, and after a stormy pasﬁage
particuvlarly in the I gper House, it was ulbimately passed *ara
gent to England for the agsent of tns Gueen,{1), According
B0 Wilmot,(2) Hr, Solemon atbacked the arguments of the
Ex@mﬁim which had boeen gent in memoranda to the Seeretery
of State for the Colenies, Reforring to the racc argument, he
declored that the poople of Dutch, French, British snd German
stock had bocome 2o united by mi:am&rriaga and gommon
- interests that thers wag not the slightest danpgey of clashes
-‘botween them on raclel lines, 4o for the mi;ives he hoped
thet the colonists had developed n ssnse of szstiea angd
hmanity., IR any ¢ast hio thought thet the powsr and numbmsa
of the nabives would prevent Eurcpean apvzregsim of t}aam,

: Soon aftor the reocoipt of Lord RKimberloy'e despatch @f

the 24th August, transmibttiog to the Governor the mew
Commission and mstruetiem from the Quéen, necessary to enable
Borkly $o set the princlpls of | ?esgmibh Gwamnt in
operation, ho sot sbout forming e Hinistry. « Southey; £111
then Gﬁlc\nial Secretery, rofusod because ho maa Msn o
1intl-Regpongible?t, right: up to the end., Nr, Porior felt too
014 anéd too 111 but recomnended thot Molteno and Solomon
sheuld Yo Invited to form o Joint Ministry., 'As Wr, SQLQmon
expressed disinclinntion to eénter office at present,
espeeially withoubt ¥r. Porter' he ultmately entmataﬁ the
task to Hr. Molteno alone . {3).

. It would be useful to afstﬂ.mata hers the positian ‘ﬂ‘ir. _
Solomon seccupised at this t:uming paint in the ﬁclﬂﬁy s
. pelit.ical hiatary. : , -

(3.) Wilmot = Vﬁi 1. PD.. 1‘?—-26 Tha POEES cavering, the
Responsible COovornment debate ars missing from the copy
- of i;he Capo Argus in the South Afprican Public Lmrary
{2). Ima. . A8,
(3) 2 ‘Eo. &80, Decem’ber nd 18'?2.
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| CHARTER ;5_@ _EIS qu:saigfz,

m@st fmm tm begimmg, zﬂr Solomen ocf:upieﬁ tm

. leading position in the House., Tho goneral oxpectation had
been that Br, Fairbaim wonld £11l that place.{1). He had
playeQ o great part in securing the freedom of the Pross, m
agitating againot the introduction of convieits at the Sapyd,

- - in Genanding ropresontative institubions, and generally, in

stimilating a 1iboral politieal opinion in the Colony. Yet
Burray, writing in 1885, oxpressed the opinion that Fairbairn
was not the man he had f‘ax’merly boen, "iis policy is, and
- has always been Anbi-Govermument, His meddlosomsness and ine

' cﬁnsiataney has ﬁastrag&d a %f‘gat share of the popularity he

ones onjoyed. He hos grown ltebls and pottish, and many
of those who were his frmnds ,’s;ave now. Mttle eonfiﬁenca oy
sympathy with him" «{2).

Of thvepe lsttor was Mr., Soloman. Fz‘om the wrég first\\ .

 pession of Parilement it was ovidont that thore had bséen

political difforsnces hetween Mr, Solemon and My, Fairbairn.,
Hr. Solomon indeed, sdvoented the elaime of My, Fairbairn to -
be sloctod as Speaker, (3}, Nevortheless ono can detect an
undercurrent af' hostility betweon theom, which seomod to go
deoper than o mere Parliemntary opgﬁsﬁ’.tian. ¥r, Solomon -
a8 & young mon, had been a Junior lleutenant of Fair‘bairn's '
and had “learnt ’ maeh of kis Iiboraliom from him, as well as
from Dr. Philip.,  On various oecaslons in the Azsaembl;, Hr,
Solomon showed that ho considersd Fairbairn to be a mnag‘m&e o
from true Idberalism. o held up to scorn Falrbaiprn's in= -
gonsistency. "He would trust Government with your morsals, but
not with your money%(4) for Fairbalrn was a leaaing Gppcnﬁnt ,
. of Veluntaryiom, though he objected to State control in banl-
ing. In 1858 he remaried scoprnfully, 'I am happy to say that -
the honoursble gentlemon has lived sm‘mcieni:ly long to reecant
almoat every opinion and ovory principle he has ever hold'.(5).
- As for Nr, Fairbairn, o personal anlmis seems %o run through
his abtempt o arraipgn Mr, Solomon before the Dar of the -
' Imuse for a delay in printing the CGovernment Estimates. {6) .

~ In Burrsy's epinien the undoubtod logder was ¥y, Solomon
The quelitios he attrdbatad to him explain his differonces '
with By, Faivbaim, 'Thore 18 no menbhor more consistent or
© mors libersl ...... snd whillst he holds very strong opinions

- and urges them with all the might and ability at his command,
e kriows how to rospect the opinions af othors.,.. Ho is m
every rospoct the leading membsr..... ('?)'5 ‘

Shﬂrtly bei'@r@, ¥r, Porter hau axpmsaeﬁ a similar :
opinien ot a meeting of the Mechanles Institution., Hr. uolomen» ,
had been asked to second a motion, and ho did so, very

formally vanfi briofly. He was lauély applauded and a spesech

wos demarded from him, He snnounced curtly thet he, a small
mwen, 4id not intend to stand in tho xw,y of the gx’aat Iﬂr ?artar,

*Pon and Ink Shetches? hy Iu.mmar Bf&c‘k 2 p. 4'7

Ihllé Boolk 1. P 6'

H. of A, June 30th 1854, - Advocate Christofi‘el Bram?i
howover, securcd more votes and wag choson,

H, of A, Ag;r:ll 7th 18565,  Debate on V@l:zm:ary Principle

H., of A, May Bth 1BSS, o ‘

He of &, August 2th 1884, - ’

Gape Honitor Hay 9th 1855 Stu&y gf ?ﬂr ‘aclem@m by I&zm&ar.
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who was about six foet tall and due to follow with a spesch.
That warm-hearbed Irishman impulasively declared that there
wore other ways of moasuring men 'than by the sixefoot rule!,
According to thoso Mr. Sclomon was one of the tallest wmen in
tho eommunity “..., in Soul Selomon, we have, montally and
morally considered, one of thHo greatest won in the :

. Tt io diffienlt to apprecists how short My, Solomon was, -
In crder for his head %o bo sten above his desk in Parlioment;
whon meking a spesch, he had to stend on & stool, and he had
to climb to his svat in the House by spoelal steps.(8). -
Froude wrote that he wes no bigzer than Tom Thumb.(3).
Anthony Trollope deserived him thusi« 'He is a man of vory -
small stature, so small that on first seeing bhim, the stranger -
is cortainly impressed with the idea that no mon s¢ gmall hes
~ever besn seen by him before. His forehead however is fine
. and his face full of intelligence?!.(4). Dr. Changuion told
an audience in lausanne that he waes "ne biggor than a walking
' .stiiﬁcz % %)3) s and Mrs, Herriman used the phrase, fthe 1ittls

unfeniable asosts. Ho was g good sSpsaker. Hurray described
hig style *... fyee, oasy and impressive, I tells the House
all he knowe, sll hs feels, all I thinks, without attempting
%o be oloquent? (7). The description of his volee as shrill
and oven squoaky is not entirely accurste.(8), Ian 1861, he
was sald to have & voles "of gonsiderable power and cleamocss
 though somotimes too highly pltched and shrill in tone., His
delivery, while far from that of a firsterate orator is
pood o,s." {9). BStathamls description wes vivid:~ "You hear
thet thin, cloar somewhat strident voles, that is now being
ilstened %o 1n broathless silence? You hear fact piled upon
- foet, srgumnt upon argument, the keen cubiing sarcasm
alternating with the stern denuncintion?"(10), One begins to
appreciate Hurray's romark that when he spoke the attention
of ths House was dirsched away frow him to the debate.(11).

R Rsﬁ%gﬂ apainst this tremendous handicap wore cértain

- There were three regsons why Mr, Solomon should have

beon the loader, The first two wers his mental and moral pre<
emirencs and the third waes thoe mere prosaic fact that he
worked bard, In the first requisition to him it was stated
that bis tclear end lueid intellect' was 'a bywoyd In the

- Colony? {12}, He hold fino Iiberal Prineciples, to which he
eonsistently elung, but 1o one realised better than he the
futility of relying on trulsms, He gave his auflience facts,
ctdled generelly from Bluebecks, whlch he studisd assifuously.
tWhon the honourable menber risos, the House expocts fo be :
instructed,ond 13 never disappointed ....... He would deal
with lawmaling a8 with any other matter of fact business'.(13),

1). 15.A.0.A,% 108k A‘prlil 1855 - meoting on the Uth,
2). Xiipints article on Seul Solomon. -

. Froudo !Short Studles on Creat Subjects!(5rd Soriles) p.345,

catore |

)
)
). Anthony Trollope - !South Afrieat Vol, 1L, p. 86,
)+ Vintroductory Disecourse ... Gelivered on 28tn Jan, 18687,
)« Horpimen Collsection.No, 51. Aug.29th 1881, Agnes to

: J.X. Herviman, ‘ : . : .

). Cape Monitor, May 9th 8865, o B
) Kilpin's asrticle ~'but worse still he had ne dolivery. His
- yoles wes shrill alment Bﬁm and he spoke too fmstt.
). Copo ¥onitor August 8th 1861, "The Hirror of Parlismentt.

« PR, Btathan 'Blacks, Boors and Pritisht ¢, 46,
{211). Gope Moritor, May Sth 1855, L S
23, 'Election of My, Saul Solomont., p, 2. - '

13} . Uspe Honitor, Hay 9th 1855,
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' z;wf Solomon took wiﬁe in mai ntaining an inﬂ@pmﬁenﬁ

- position in Poriiemsnt and delightod in the kuowledge of his
.own personal integrity. VWhils no one received sny substantial

monetary compenaation for Parlismentary servicos 2 1) Hr.

-~ 8clonon cicimed that he wan oven indifferont to

Be honour

‘attaching to the $itle of Houber of Perlicmont., Whon ho was

ssked to stand for the Asnesbly, he at first refused,{2) bub
being strongly urged to reconsidor his decision, ho f&nah‘g‘

: ,.'v_;Lmﬁsmteé. Eis vorly to his £ivst rogquisition began with a
statemont of his reluctmnes to onter Parlisment and wmlmieﬂ S

with a pmfeﬁsicn of indifferonec. "1 have no intontion
mysolf of making eny effort to seeurs my own elsebion®.(3).
When he was gleebed,; he admitted to beling vrathor elated bub
o Pelt his post tien "to be the mopre honourable; aos it was
not only unsolicited but ws, until o faw days aga, ufxax’secta .
cci and mﬁesired by mef, (4}.

At the mx‘b eleat‘i:m he aven maintaimd that 1t was. 'a

. trempndous sacyiflcs?! oy lﬁm to ontey Porlisment, It wes a

grost strain on his heaglth and invelved tho neogloet of an
extensive business. Jio only consented to eni;er Parliament

hoecause 1t was his duby to sorve Capetownt in which he had
built up all that he hed.(5). Not 'cill 1874 4id ho sbandon
this atsivude of é‘.rxﬁiffnrenca. Thon hie spid 'I o not v
protend that this is not an honour, which 1 sovet. 311: is an
honour which I alvnys covete@,e.«.. J1(8) .. , |

. Eeing electod against his omn will, ii; ‘i?&r'@ he -
ceenpied a strong position in the Housd , Ee wos frée ko act
according to his eonsciones, ond 4id so, "He is nevor careful
atiout #e mring the supum*t of o party, or tho approval of the
Housb...." (7). "o is without e rival in the House, in truth

1% would be & fares to institute a comparison bebwaon him and

any of hig wlleagmes . ﬁiﬂ probi t"r ard inﬁmenﬁama are

,_:;mem mpician.... ey,

His im:allecmal and moval qwmlitieg c@mm&ﬁﬁ mapact.

S0 did his industery. Right ot the bogimning, he told his

glectors "I go inte Perliawent %o work, work, work hard, and

with no expéctation of finding thet which await:s me there to

be mere child's .play or holiday sport?®.{8),., Murray comintsd

‘on his conselenticusnoess as n Poriiamenterisn,  "Ho i3 always
in tho BHouse, from the time of its opéning o its aﬂjaumnt '

voss His whole mind soesms to be devebed tto the work he had

underteken',(10}. Ten years lator, having hecome an ordont

protagonist of Saparahi on; st In conscquence, pré uﬁiwa
agalnot ¥p, Solowmon who led tho mpamtian ha Atill vemarked

on his industry, ond attributed his 11l-hoalth to avewwcrk.

"He rond ha:l.f the night and sgoke half the ciay*’ (3.1)‘

o

: ',(1) Ey}mrs Po 55. Section 90 of ths Constitution ﬁr&*mnw

of 1853, Evory momber whe hed to travel more then 10
miles o the meeting plave of Parliaoment wos ontitled
to £1 por day for not more than 50 days nnd ¢ furthey
sum of 1/ for evory mila he ﬁrwalleé to and from
the Session. , .

, Eisction ::;“ ir, Sa&l Sﬂ?{xm@n i 08 2«:5

. I}Glﬁ- pa "‘ - .

. Ibid. pe M,

+ 18 ,4.0.4, Jonuary 12?;11 i858, '

C.A. Jemuary 20th 1874, chcrt @f 8 Paiitical mcﬁing on
Jmuary I7eh, :

« Cape lonitor, Jk!.}’ ot 1855.

Ibid, August 8th 186l,

, 'Eleétion of He, Saul Sa...cmn' - Pe BX,

Ga;}e ﬂcni‘ter, Bay Sth 1885, :

"Pon and Ink Sketches® Beok 2; p. 4’?.
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Capetown PERERESE, and the

{2}
(3)
(4)
5
(7)
(8)

- For all these re,aﬁcm' , My, Solomon won & spontancous
respect from oevén his gcli%ical oppononta, When it was learnd

~in the Eost that he would not be coming to the Gransmsbown

Parlisment, sincere regret wes expressed. "The Eastorn

 Provines Horald" wroto that 'For roediness in dobato, for

shpowd business tact, for a thorough knowle@gs of the Colony
and for moral courape in the defence of any questlon he bhas

. espounged?, ho was pre-ominent.{1), When vequisitions were
gent to him; “they were signed by poople who 4did not shave his

politicsl views, as the South African Commerelial Advertisept
once pointed out. "The list of reguisitionlsts proves very
cloarly the genersl conviction of the necessity of having Mr,

-Selomon returned sz one of the rewbers of the clty, signed as

it is by a considorable rnumbsr of thoge who are opposed ko

his politlical ecreed”.(2), At o Voluntery dimner in his honour
in 1869 there were alsc present others 'who though opposed

to the Voluntary Bill are admirers of the goreral politiesl

eonduct of the late meumber for Capotown".(3)s

In comsequence of this goneral recognition of his

gualities, Mr, Sclomon was a very influsntial man., The | o
Zuid-Afrikeen{4) became rather unfrisndly to hinm in 1866 snd

for goue yemrs theieafter, becguse 1t blemed him for trying

to keop out He, Have, an 'Anbi-Responsible! from the '
Isgiaglative Counecil, by arranging & coalition of the Committess
of the three other condidates, all Capotonisns mmd
'Responsiblest, (There wore Tour candidates for throe saats).

 Ho was charged with exercising a dictatorship! "We camnot

aceount for the fact but it is 806 ~ when ¥r, Solomon speaks,
' - Wostorn Provines genorally concurs”,
He was furthor accused of having 'a steady and fixed eye wpon

He was freely spoken of as an oxtromely 1ikely cendidabo

. Tor Cebirst office under Responsiblo Government, and even as

the futurs Prime Ninlster, The Zuld-Afrikasn, in particular,
used to warn its veaders, that he was striving, by tortuous
paths, to arrive at Executive rank. That charge ¥r, Scolomon
specifiecally denied, He declored that he had no gubition for

- office whataosver « vablher o dread of 1t, Je omphnoisod this

point in 1863 and on the cvo of Responsible Jovermment.(5).
Sipnificantly encugh, he admitted in 1874 that vhile he wag
not eager for offlece, he was fnot indifferent to power? . (6).
Having confidence in the goundness of his views, he naturaslly
wiched to see them préevail, Hence 1t was not withaut reagent-
ment that be hed watehed the House, on octasion, follow

Moltono or Ruthorfoord, rather than himself.(7). '

. M. mélﬁemv?s son and blographer has vovealod thst when

#r, Solomon was urged to enter office with My, Nolteno, ho
“made three conditions. He was willing thot Moltone should be
" Prime Minister ond Colonial Secretary, but he insisted on '

almost equel powers, for he claimed tho right to choose his

owm portfolio, to have g velce in the sxXectlion of thelir

colleaguss and he specificnally insisted that e, Sprigg should
be included in the Cﬁbimt.(agg Eventually the task was g

tEastorn Province Heraldt, August 25th 1863.

. ¥S.4.C.A., Barch lat 1869, - .

, C.A, Septerber 18th 1869,

- Z.A, Bay 17th 18626 . :

- Ses Chapter 4, : L

o C.A,; Jonuary 20th 1874, Report of an address at a.
political meeting. : ;

« Chapter 4, T

+» Holteno, Vol, li Pa 110. "



- 5¢ -

confided to Mr, Molteno alone, He lnggut- that it was as
well, that My, Solomon's psculiar qualities dsbarred him from
office, "Solomon had ater quiciowss, more ready wit,
greater appreciation of hwmour and command of language, yet
whe they from a physical defect or s ssrtain subtlety of mind
was less fitted to lead the Assemdly, to gather friends
around him, 4o inspire itheir econfidence and at the sam time
to work wifh them",(1),

I think myself, that Mr, Solomon's ehief reason for
refus office was his continusl 1ll«healsh, His professions
of indifference to office may be analogous to his professions
of indifferemcs to Parliament, end this latter by bkis own
confennion, as 1t has Desn seen, wans not entirely sincere,

His denials weres probebly inspired by the assertions of
'Anti-Responsibles{, such as the Zuid-Afrikasn, that ho lhime
s0lf was not disinterested in working for Responsible
Government - frankly, that he hoped for office for himself,

There are indieations thet i7 Mr, Perter had been sble to
form a Ministry, Mr., Solomon would have aecepted office with
him(2). With ¥olteno he was not on such gocd terms,(3) yet
he might have entered the Ceblinet « upon conditions. Teo
talk of & 'subtlety of mind'! is to ignore his business-like
precticalneas, He was, of courss, idcalistic, and few people
sympathised entirely with his 1deals. His views upon Native
Policy, for example, were not popular. Yet the fact remains,
that 4r, Solomon, in spite of ineonvenient prineiples, was the
acknowledged lesdar of the House., He was on good terma with
the mombers, MNurray 3aid that even when the liouse differed
from him, there was not the slightest bad-feeling.(4). He
was fond of entertaining at his heme "Clarensville® , (5) amd
in the course of his ﬁe tical dutier was in constant demand
at puvlic bangquats. HNone of this suggests the voluntary
recluse., Even more untensble is the argument thet he realised
that his native views would have -been embarrassing.(6). That
woulc not have deterred lir. Solomon. He never hesitated to
express cpenly his opinions, which he certalnly believed to
be eminently practieable., In the svent, Hr, Molteno fourd 1t
advisedble to follow Mr, Solomon's advice, and that he did so,
was an open secret.(7).

The reasons for Mr, Solomon not taking offies in 1872
seem to me quite simpls -~ bad healdh which made even normal
Parliamsntary work & #train, and & cerdain lack of sympathy
vetwean Molteno and himself, which was only droken down when
Molteno submitted to his inflwenoe, At the tims he waus
unwilling to 40 »o.

Thus, t under the changed conditions, the Govern~
ment of the day occupied the centre of the stage, it will
be seen that much real power waa held by My, Solomon.

(1), Ibid.

(2). Barkly's despateh to Kimberley. C,732 No.80, Dec. 21,1872,
(3). According to XKilpin (article on Saul Selomon) !tPersonally
outeids the Houss, Soliomon and Moltenc wers close

f!‘ibnﬂi. ’
(4). Cape Monitor Hay 9th 1855,
§5;. Xilpin. , o ‘
6). Molteno, Vol. 1. p, 190,
(7). See Chapter 6.
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m,»m lmt‘i never bsen e@:’ml@ﬁe %memmwy mmen %ir
Solomon and Mr, Moltono, in the days of Representative
Government, Hy, Solomon, a8 o constitutionalist; had, on
oecasion, doprecabed Hr, ?énltam B atbtenpts to owm*iﬁa the

- eonstitublon, in order to carry through ony measurc he was
- inderostoed 1:3 such po Fesponsibls CGovernment or Reirench- :
‘ment (1), Further, e, Moltono took the lead of the ‘'sociale
politieal! group of the Yeountry party' and advoested a
policy of ralasing revonue by taxing imports, that is, the
nogessaries of life, in order to relicve E.anﬁs& mgart‘y.
To this, ¥r. Solomon wasy forcmest in opposition.(2). Dut in
_particular Hr, Holteno hsd not shown himgelf sufficiently
liberal in mtive affairs for My, Sclomon's 1liking., Mo had
been mainly responsible for tightening up the Hankors and
Servants Ordinanco of 1843. in the interosts of ths former, {3).

At the hagiming ‘of the very fira% Session of the new
Ministry, sbout a week after Parliamont met, Nr, Herriman,
who had been a leading 'Anti-Rosponsible?, and wes now o .
prominent Government critic, moved what amcunted 5o o vote of
coensure on the new sdministration for sending the Secretary
for Netlve Affairs across the Koi, the Enstern Frontier, to

© medlate in o dispute beotween two inde; sendent native chi@fs

Kreli of the ﬁalel,as, and hﬁ.s son=ine-. 'xw,, nggeliawe of the
- Tembus . (47 . | ,

B, 3@1933611 mpportea the achm of thfa Government in
the partmm}.ar ease, but his speoch ghowed the uncertalnby of
his o viéws. As a solonist sand s bolisver in trusteeship,
ho thoupht 1t ‘natural and ineviteble that the Coleny Eh@ild
extend, by mnmxaetiﬁn its jurisdiction over the torvitories
‘b@yom its borders. the seme timo, as the friond of the
natives,; he had greet c.‘i@umg a8 to whci:h@r his contemporarics
: g@mﬁmiy appreclated their respongibvilities,; end ho conse«

gquently felt that the. tribea might gaixx mam if tney ware
1@!‘1: in inﬁepandame‘ o

On this measmn, h.e expmss@a the Qp‘m:‘s.@n tha% it wag
impossibls for the Covernment to ignore avents among the
- natives beyond the frontisr, but he was opposed to any un-
receasary intepvention, tall 1 hope is that the policy will :
be one of as little intorferonce as possible with the disputes
of the native chiefs, and that 1t will, morcover, bo one of
striet jJustieo, though it nioy b6 cne of firmresa®, On the -
other hand, in reply to Mr, Merriman's suggestion that the
Imperial Government should be requested to define the
-reapoctive powers of the Governor and the High Compudsaioner,
e said that any such roequest would sssuredly be refused,
Ho believed, however, that graduslly the Impezvial Government
wounld relinquish ali‘t eontrol of native policy, and htnee _
there would be & dimunition of the High Commissioner’s power «
o prospect which he seomed to view with equandmity, in spite
of his own afmission {(B) that he would have proferrved to. leave
mni;rel of Hative Pali«:y with taa Imperi.al Gﬁvamnt - '

' (l) S@é Ghapmr 4:
_(2). See Chapter 2B,
« See Chaptor 20, '
‘ &i) He of A, April égf"h 1873,

: (6)»‘ S@e Chﬁpter 2C.
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¥r, Solomen was wncortain nobt of himself « he was conw
stant in his Liberalism « but whether the new adminlistrabion
could be tristed to govern the natives jJustly. Ths Capeo
Minictry's action in the langalibalele affeir (1) cornfirmed
his doubds. When this Hiubi nabtive chief, of nerthewostern
Fatal, was ordered tosend in eight men to have thelr guns :
rogigtered, he heoitated and then sent five. ' Mutual susplecion .
causod the chief, on the ome hand, to search Native Govern-
ment messongers, and thon the Fatel Govornment; on the other,

o send nd armed party to arrest him, He fled to Bas tolend

" and the pursulng party bhad a brush with some tribesmen, which

. it wae foarod, was the start of a largeescale natlve war,

Thers had been clearly, no original intontion on the part of
the chief tou taoke ageressive accbion, but "white® HNatel, ‘
always apprehenasive, received a bad scare, and slthough the
Bosuto chief, Holapo hended over Langalibalsle without much
ado, the most drastic monsures against the Hlubl chief and

- his tribesmen wors tgken,  He was tried in a rwst leregular

manneyr, sonvictod as a matbor of course, and ths {ribel land
was tonfiscated. In addition, tho Natel volunteers took
cattle and appronticses from s small tribe vhich had sholtered
Hlubi women, It was in these circumstances that the Capo
Governmont was asked by the Nabtal Govermment %o receive -
langallbalele and his son for imprisonmont on Robbon Island,
‘and professed itself reedy to agres. - : e

- Hp, Boltono accordingly introduced ths Natal Criminals
Bill in the Assembly, and moved its second resding on June
8th, Mr, Solomon (2] was uttorly opposed to the Bill nnd
propoged instead that it be read that dey six months, He -
obgerved that the offlcisl evidence was for from conclusive
ehout Leovpgalibalele’s gullt, bub he concerned himself malnly
with pointing out the glering irregularitios in the trial of
the chief, Ho senpured HMolteno for diersgarding these obloe-
tions mnd for moglecting to obtain all possible information

s on the subject frow the Govermment of Natal. Ho himsoldf

- ecould speak with some authority, es 11® had managed to obtain
s copy of thw Bluebook presentod to the FNatel Iogislaturs,

In view of the obvious misecarrisgs of Justlec and the fact
thot the case had been taken bofore the Natal Exceutive '
Couneil on appeal; he begged tho Houge- at 1lsast to postpone
conaideration of ’t’:;he moasure $ill the appesl was decided. ’
However, the House by a crushing majority of 35 - the division
being 41 to 8 - Gecided to support Hr, Molteno,

Er. Solomon understood thel he had been deceiving himself
as to the advanced attitude of Parllament gencrally, om
Native affairs - bunslienlly 1t was the same a8 it had ever been.

His dintrust of the Heolteno ministry was fully arcused,

In the next Session, the Covermment's Vagrancy Bill aroused
his opposition anow.{3). The main proposal was that anyono
without any visible msans of support should be gent dowvm to
the public works., Hr, Solcocmon ssld bluntly theb he =uspected
that the sols purpose was tc bring down the price of labour
~end he furthor objscted that the Bill was dirseted primarily
against colourcd and not Europesn loafers. The veactionary
character of the moasure can be gougsd from the fact that

Kr, Horrimen himself complained that 1f 1t wore passed Tone
half of the community would be ongaged in arpesting the other
halft, and seconded lr, Solomon's amdndment to vesd bthat day
six imon'é:hﬁ +» With such formideble opposition, the Bill was
shalved, ‘ _ o ‘

2). B, of A, June atﬁpiam. ,

| ;1} . Walker History. 350-360,
{3). B, of A. ¥ay 5rd 1875,



Voanwhile the attontion of the i:ﬁperinl Goveyrmont hod

- poen drevm to the plight of langalibslsle by Bishop Colenso

and other philanthrépists. Iord Carnarven thorefore rogquest~ .
¢d the Cape Govermment to repeal the Natal Criminals Act ai‘
- 1874, and o8 o compromise measurc, remove the chicf to :
bettex! cmﬂihions on the malnland,

- M, qu&e who viaiteﬂ ﬁmth M:‘x-ica ﬁawards the ond of
- 1874, reported t'hat . Solomon spokt ... in torms of the
stmnges% roprobation of what had been done (i.e, the Cape
Govornment's imprisonwent of lanpalibslelo on Robbon Islend)
but he was shy of promising mny help in the Caps Parlisment

. ghould the Tmperial Govermmont dssire lengalibelelc to be
S relessed, Hé scomod satisficd to think that the Imperilel

“Covornment was in a mens. anfi must get out ef it as v:ell as
it muld '(1). N , _ .

Sudh o impmsaien was ﬂamer curious,es 1:'1 the ﬁabeﬁ:a .

on the Bill to ropoal the Aet of 1874 and remeve the chief to

S the meinland, I, ..,alcmﬁn vory definitely took it upon hime o
.pelf to justify the intervontion of the Imporial Govermment.(2),
He considered thet, on the whole, liolteno's behavicur had.
been deplorabls £6r e appamﬁ to think that Lanpgalibalele
had bod subotential Justico done to bim, Hs had ovenwritben
in o memovendom that all tho fuss was due to 'the niwly—- '
belenced judicial minda of & fow onthusimgtn' and bad rofused |
to allow Bishop Colonso, whon on his way to England to
petition the crown for morey, bo intorview Iangalibalele,

- begeuse ho p@rsmally, ssbjocted o zmy attemptﬁ to sek the
. ghief atb Kbertys ,

© Fo had no smathy with the liinistry's camplaizxt ‘that
Iord Coxmarvon's intervenilon wag an infringement of thelr
self-governing powers. As, lr. Solomon saw it, Lord Carvnarvon's
attitude was that tho Cape Govermment, in ﬁbeving Ratalfs
roquest without first asking the .t.mpamal Govermment's ﬁcmsent

' hafl excecded its powors and “actod uneonstitutionally., He

thought it wvery tactful of the Imperial Govermment to invite the
 Cape Pm*liamm to repeal 1ts own Act instosd of simply over-

- riding it, To thoso who objocted that there had been an
mmants& interforencs with 'Colonial affairs! he snewered

" am not on® of those who maintein that the Home Govornment
‘has-no right to sxpress an apinion, ar say a word, on -
'Ml@nial questisns v ,

, "It has boen cbﬂerva& boforo,(3) t&m‘h Lm,. Solomon was not
careful gbout sppearing consmtam: et least to cuber view,

He 414 not hositate to deglars, about a month lator,{4) that
lopd Carnarvon's despatch on Confederationwas an interference
with the Colony's domestic affelrs, 1% may be noted here that
the effoct of the subsequont sgitation for Confederation was
to divide the politicel parties in the Cape into twe nain

- groups, for and agalnst, on this now all-important questioan,
As a price of Iy, Smlomonfs support on this issuc, Ur, Holteno
had perf‘erce to moderabe his viows on natiwve ?leﬁ? - This -
becmgea quite cloar Within o yoar and will be mman’ae& on in
peseing,

Lerd Carnarvon's pmp@aal was to summon a loeal cenfsreme
'-oi' “tho Caleniea and republias of S»auth A‘f’rica te digcuss &

Yo 3. A Frouds - amrt Studics on gxaeat subjez;ts. e 346.
). H, of A, Uay 7th 1875,
). Chapter 4,

). H& of &, 1ith .‘mnes 1075,



comon native policy for tho wun*wya He put this gs his .
¢hief yoason, though overyone knew that an even mors potent o
‘ease was the Impemal Goverrmont's difficultics in Griquala
. Vest., The ides of Confederation, which was suggestod as & =
. 1ikely soguel, did not startie ﬁr. Solomon by its novelby. He
‘had beon the firat politician, as far back ss 1854,{(1) to telk
of o United States of Soutlorn Africs and whon the ::,aut:ems -
hnd domanded complote separabion of the two provinces, he had
alwnys led the opposition and upged theom to roalice that 1t

was fbut ths day of omall things'.(2). But ho . hed groat
paticence and conid leave things to dsvolop naturally, Vhen

in 1862 some onthuniastic mexahimmts talked rashly of
smnozing the Froe State %o the Cape, ho salid that whiie the
axtemit.m of Pritish rule wight mﬁ be enccm’aged he wonld
oppost a Freo Stabe unlon with the Cape , even if tha famer

. mado the first ovortures = bocause the Limd wes hot yot .

A3). In 1871 and 1872, convinced of the justice of the

1"i§h elaiws on behalf of Uaterboor %o thoe Dlmmond Fields, =~
he welecomed annexation though ho preferrad that for tbe tlme .
being, ths now territory shouwld bhe orected into a soparate
Crovn Colony, a5 there was atlll much uncortainty as to its
boundarion and p@gulatian and ag the Cape was busy with major
' political changes, Ho spoke then (4) of & eﬂez‘at:im, a8 hs -

- also dld to the *Foderation Gm&asian’.(ﬁ); - -

‘It 4s intercsting therofore, to cons LﬁQI‘ his reasons far
opposing the Carnarvon Gcanfaaaraéim Sehiems, - It was about a
month after the debate on langalibalols thab tir, Sprigg mweﬁ( 6)
that, without oxproeseing an opinlon on the question of o -

conforcnco itself, ILord Carnarvon had acted wnconstitut 1021&11?,
in not first cnnsuz. ting the selfwgoverning Cops on the matter.
The implicetionwas naturally, that the Cape should not agroe
to the pmpasal aiﬁm it woul& be cenﬁmiz:g 8 lcrmrmg of its
status,

L, balamn ‘secondod the mi.:.en. He agrecd that Lord
Cornarvents actlion hed boen unconssitutional, Tt was an
intexrference with the domestic concerns of the Colony, and h& '
regarded it as signifleant that My, Frouds, whe in his writings
advocated resirictions on the powers of the solf-governing
Colonles, should be tho Ivporlel Copmissioner, It was of.
course flung at him that & month previcusly he hed welcowed the
“intervention of the Ipperilal Govermmont, bubt he roplied fi.mly ,
that the circumstences wore entirely different., In the -
- matter of lLangalidbalelo it had been the Colony whith hed acted
uncemtimtiamlly, and tm him that was just a3 mpz»anensﬁ:ﬂe

. o was arzgemd by the blunder of awakemng the s-:smmtian
agitaticn by naming the delegabtes - Hy, Molteno for the West -
and Lr, Patorson for thoe Esst., "I cannot understond it, :
excopt 1t be that Ir, Froude wrote tho doapatch, nd pemaded
Lord Carnarvon to aign it, and that Lord Carnarvon had go muh
faith in My, I‘mu&e that he searcely read 16.% :

, e f:.haugm that a conforence to discuss a conmoen mtive ,
‘policy for South Arrice would achiowe nothing, Iord
Carnarvon had pralsed the Cope Policy in a dospatch to -
Governor Pine of Hatal, bub ho was convincsed that the Free
State and Tranoveal wowld nover agree to follow the Cape
modol, and ag for ﬁatal, tho Imperial Ofticer thero, Sir

. 'E:lactwn of Iaxu S Salamzm' . Do 4.
« Chapter 3, o

, c L., February Z7th 186@ o

. H, of A, July iith 1871, See also Gahptez* BA.
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Garnst Wolselsy, haa full pmmra to mke whataver changea he
loased, Considering the question of Confederstion, which
Eor@. Camarven hopsd would be a probable sequel to such g
confercncs, ho himself was not so sanguine, It was a schomo
which could not be hastily adopted, for an atiempt to
fodorate Sovereimm stetes with Briﬁah Coloniecs would
immefim%ely z»aisa aimost Insupsreble ﬁi!‘fimlt&es -

It mipht Yo argued, with somo tmth tnat; & gonuine :
Pedorationist would have at loast fried &ome tuickor method
t’rmn the nabtizral work of ¢time, Mp, Sclomon was consclous of
this objloctlion, for he remariod, o1t is snid that we are on.ly
asked Lo diseuss thoso ,.,u.mt.iama tut 1t was worse thon o '
- wasbe of time to ralse and gglts ée questions which ars not
ripe for prachical setblement”, Possibly the real reaaon b~
" bind M, Solomon's oprosition to a conference was that
the tims, the Caps stool to profit very 1ittle. When %
eholee lay hatwaen the interssts of South Africe, ns a wh::‘le
and the Caops Sclomon's sympathies were with the latter.
Mp., Hofmeyr (1 ) ¢laims for "Onze Jan" that ho s practically
alone, viowsd the guostion from s South ﬁfricm point of view,
¥r. Solc:mn decido 1y did not, He bhad told the Feodaersation
- Commisslon, early in 1872, that if any State were in troubls,
he did not "think it should be permittod to entey the nonfeﬁera»
tion, Mo believed that the Imperial Governmentils proposal
was solely 6us to an attempt to relieve it from various .
regponsbilities and cbligations incurred in South Afrieca, and
that the Cepe should be careful of having these same ahuntaﬁ
upon itself, If Hr. Proude Bad osid in this contosxt that
Xr. Sclomn was Rtolth ink that the Imperisl Govern-

, S Sggetgout of 1t o8 woll as it coulﬂ"

it would have sa‘undeﬁ truor, 8

. Mr, Sprigglc motion wos carried by S2 votea to 23, BO timt
when My, Froude mrrived on the sams day,{2) there was no
confersnes over which ho might preside., He botook his woy
through the Cepe up to FNetal and back again, muking propaganda
for confedoretion, saying different things \gc different men,
and relsing an agitation in the Cope sgainst its om Government.

In cemeaqmmﬁa, a specinl Session of Parliament was held
in Nevomber.(3)., Hr, Molteno asked the House to condemn the
sgitation raised in the namo of the Imperdial Government against
the Colonlal Govermment and to agreo that the time was still
not suitoble for holding 2 conference, In the midst of the
diacusaion, anothor despateh from Lord Cornarvon, dated
22nd October, arrived, It stnted that hs was safisried wﬁ;h
the discadsion ralsed and cancelied the mquast for a confors
ence in South Africa. The House adjournsd to consider the
new position, and when it rosscombled, Mr, Solomon (4) pr@nusad
a very suhtly worded smendment, which raall:y rotalned the
‘pith of My, Moltono'a motion, and was to the effoct that sines
the z;mposal for a conferoncse bad beon withdrawn, it was no
ionger necessary for the House "to record its cont inued
" objection to the bolding at the present time of such a4
conference; or its condermation of the unconstitutional
ugitatimw carried on in the Colony in commoctlion with thia

o 3. B, Emmyr. Pe 133,

2). Walker History, p. 368, , _

). B, of A, Hcvatﬂaer 12¢n IB76. '

.}, Hy of A, November 15th 1875, Walker gives an erreneaua
impreaaion {seo p. 387) in writing that ",,, after a

aebata the Assombly rejected Molteno's motion

acon enning Ttoe agltation created.... :!.n the name of
Imperial Govornment'?,



qmaﬁ‘titm" but ths Govornment e Parliamnt should offer to
assist in sebtling tho difficulties arising out cf 'bhe '
annexabian of the Gz-i.mmlanﬁ Weat.

o ‘He st111 maintained that a conforonce te ﬁme.wxs the :

- exbtradition of eriminals, the restriction of the sals of guns

- and gunpowder, and native poliey was umnecedsary., Thoy -
 alveady had 1aws providing for the oxtradition of criminals

in a1l Colonies and States of South Afrlcs, oxgapt the Free
State, and even in the latter ease 1t was ontirsly due o an
cversight and was boing remodied. Only CGrigqualang VWest haei
no laws restricting the trade in guns and gunpowder, and that
territory was entiroly under Imperial control, Disarmament
~of the nabtives had becn méntionod, but he thought 4t would be
a vory dangorous pmceeding ;md was glaﬁ i:ha%: the iﬁea hed
been arz)pped -

. Ho again emphasia@ﬁ that the idem of a Canfe&emtian dida
- not stagger him, but the Cape shovld be cereful aboub aeccept=
" ing burdens which even the Imperial Goveormment found hoavy.
He was certain that the Froe Stats, ond the Trenaveal, would
not join in, at least not $ill thelr differences with Grent
Britain had baen settled, and the prospect of union with
Oriqualand West and Natal wee not abtiractive in the present
ai;ate of both those territories, particularly the latter, in

- which 2 nabive war was feared to be imminent., o

_ The agitation had attalned o such & pitch Q;hat thore
© was a strong dosire to gustf¥be Molteno Ministey. He thought
' that on the whole, MoYRQRPMER: actod rightly, “Though this
v I arorstclagcangis bofore his oyos, he was
foitinful to what ho believem.ﬁé'ﬁﬁ 1ts best interosts and
conatitutioml righi;s._

- In tho noxt yoar, Mr, Sclcmon mturailv supperbad b;r..

Molteno's roquost (1) that the Houso should authorize him,

while in Englond, to discuss the questlon of Griquaiond West

and any other questiem whieh Lord Carnarvon might wish,

'~ Hr, Molteno, howover, accepting Ur. Sauer's arendmont that ne
 should eorfine hi **eif officially, to Origualand West end

- glving an sssurance i:hat he would not take port In sny con-

 federation conferonce, Nr, Solcmon, in his speoch, revealed
the effect that calla%mmtmn with ¥y, Moiteno on tne question

of Confedorabion haed hod on Wative policy. "He admitted that

in the past, mors bthan now, he had differed from tho Eouse on

- the gubject...... and althmxgn it might seem vanity

- opoticm on his part to ssy 3o, yet he thought i‘hat t:he I“ause N

' now came neoror to his views on the subjlect, than it 4i4 whon
he joined 1t", It was tectful of him %o g@mralise in this
way, and not wention the chonge for which hewas mspensimﬂ

m £ho mlﬁ.w of t;he Moltono Government 1ltself, _

- Abeut two weeks lator, 3 the House wan asked tc sanction
the snnexation of Towbulend, Mr., Solomon now gquite apprcved
of amoxation 'if judiciocusly and not hastily earried out,!
Ho thought it 'a poliecy 1likoly to bo aﬁvnntageeus not only
to the Colony but to the natives', and he added, "We mighd :
-well be satisfieﬁ with the way in which affaira wmm procesds.
ing on ﬂw fran‘bier,'(}?) o

, A1l during 1877 end right uwp to the outbreak of the
Galka~Galeks war at the ond of the year, ¥r. Solomon con-
tinued to Hup;;of’t | Holtena,, for the very ex@all snt resson

(13a.ﬁe‘af,ai June Sth 1a7a‘v
{2), H, of A, Junc 22nd 1876,
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that Iéz*. Molteno was canfcamg to his views. At g ferowell
penquet to Sir Hemry Barkly, Er, Solomon deciared that t'.he
.Halteﬁa Govornuent had, on t;ha whole beon A suecess
®ess tbove all .., the *nativos of the countyy are ahewipg
more and more gonfidence in the Government ané an izzemascﬁ
&eair& to be incotfpomtad within its limif;s“.(l) .

. In the Gape Parliameni: in tm 18‘7‘? Sessifcm a seﬂoua

- erisls arose, when aftor mlzvezving the Budgot Speech on
- Thursday, June 14th, the Colonial Saaretary proposed to go into
- eommittee of ampplsr on the next Monday, end the opposition led
by Hr, Sprigg and ¥pr, Patorson insistcd on a dolay. Hr, Sprigg
domanded that the Burgher Force Bill which was down for the
25th, should bo discussed 1%&1&%313, on the ploa that to
secure adequate dofence measures, largor means would be -
necossory than those sot down m the Egtimades. ¥r, Paterﬂan
for nhis part, complained that for o coming year there would .
a deficlt of £60,000, It seomsd to him that the Covernmont
intendod to rely an bommwmg, cn expedient of which he
dizapproved. He too roefused to go into Committee of supply
$ill the Govermment had reshaped the Estimstes so as $o make
rovenue and ozxpenGiturs dbalarnce. For the Government Lo have
consented o & delny would have boen tentamount to passing o
vote of no confidencs on 1toelf and it could hardly have
remained in office, This wags the position Mr, H,ltono took up.
Hr; Solomon supported him.{2). He considered that the
-appasi!:iﬁn wos trying, in on undorhand fashion, to oust the
: i‘&inistwy and ho th@ughﬁ that the time had not yot comd for

- & ¢chan of Cabinst, There was deadlock $ill evontually on
- June 2: the Houso wont into committee of supply and tha
Fonoreomnl Tomainod in offics. |

Onz action of th@ Holteno Gavemnt muaed the anger of

Hr, Solomon at this time, tut he was appeased by iy, HMolteno's
~willingress to mako amends, On July 12th, Mr, Selumon moved
what was #0ally a vote of consure on tho Gwemnt boeause it
had proposod to appropriate the surplus revenue of Basutoland,
& sum amounbting to £10,000 for the paywnt of the Frontier
Armed and Hounted Police. Hy, Holteno, howover, agresd to
withdrew the item from the Estimates, Hever"helaaa Hr.,
‘Solomon again began to waver., His atiitude on armemtion is
“always a good indiention of the degres of his confidence in
%ﬁe Goverrmment's nabive pnlieyi Ho seid rothor gloomily that

¢ locked with some degree of npprononsion st 5o much mnmexa-
“tion o8 was now going on, but wo were shut up o it, and it
seemod to be our monifest destiny.” Dut, on the whole, he
thought thet Molteno was sufficiently memble ta his viows
$o act fairly towards the mtivcs . _ : '

One othey ampect of My, Solomon's Anfluence upon tho
Govornment, desorves considerntion, The Molteno Govornment was
accused by the opposition of allowing the natives to arm end of
slackross in toking proper dofence mensures. It sooms highly

robable that for this, as for other aspects of native ; elicx
%* Solomon was indircetly rosponsible, As soarly ag 1875 (3
" he had romarked thet he was glad that the idoa Gi‘ discussing
disapmement of the natlives at a conference had bsen drom:saﬂ
bemuae’it would zmly hava had 'a ﬁistwhi.ng effeei: on the
naﬁivea , .

In the Sessicn prawﬁinb the m.ztbmak of the way, Hp,
Froot asked rar @ retorn $o boe lsid r.m the teble of the Iiouaa

{1). C.A. VWed, apru 4th 18‘7'7 Banquet on the 3rd,
(2) 1] I{.‘ f Ai Jﬁm 1£‘th mf{. c.ahderolhon
{8), H, of A, Novmmb@r 18th 1875, ,\Conf@rtmse Bﬂbaﬂ:e.
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Showing the nunber of permits issued for the purchase of arms
gnd ammunition in the district of Cradock.(l). Nr, Spripg .
Supported him end quoted ovidencs given before the Defonce
Commiagion of which he hed beon chalrmen, to show that
- Govermrent agonts hed inducod notives to come out and work
by permitting thom to acquire guns with tholir woges. He
dofinitely ncoused the Covermmont of condoning and even on-.

 couraging the amming of tho natives. .

¥r. Solomon countered fthet thore was a differencs between
giving the natives guns snd allowlng them to buy them., =
'Govormmont would not allow the natives to buy either wives
or land, end what then wero the netives to buy?" 1In his
opinion, overy man should o fre¢ to aspond his eprnings as he
pleased, He believed it uniikely that thers would evey bo a
united rising of 'blacks'! ogainst tvhites! unlsss tho latter
did something particulerly ocutrageouve, "The Hasutos and the
Fingos desired puns chlefly to trade in them which dostroysd
. tho idea that they wanted to attack us with them" -~ a rathop
superficial argument ignering the fact that fundamentally -
gagg delgenﬁs upon the desirability of a particular commedity
- in ftoelf, . o

Hr. Solomon end Mr, Sprigg hed formsriy becnat one on
native affelrs, as well es on other matters, but they hed by
this timo clearly diverged. ¥r, Spripgg lived on o farm nesr
Kingwilliamotown (2) and henco he shared the trepidation of
- the frontieysmen at the prospect of universael armament smong
- the natives., This becare svident in tho dldcussion on the

- Frontier Defence BilY, - - A SR ' _

Mr, Sprigg urged that comprehonsive mossures should be
forthwith taken for the defones of the Colony, Mr, Solomon (3)
digagreed - the subject was a large ono, nveding time, and .
he persongily should not have yregrotted if 1t wore shelved for
the Session. Ho abbacked the Defones Cormission's proposal
- {4t 13 worth remomboring that Sprigg was the Chalrman) to
ozclude every coloursd man {from the defence forees of the
Colony and even to diaarm the Fingos, whosé loyalty was not on
the wheole, questioned, He was aware that there was unrest on
tho frontior owing to tho desive of Krell for more land, bub.

“he thought the Colony wes quite safe, since it would be -
impossibls for the chief to obbain more land, execept at tho )
expense of the tribes In his immediate noighbourhood, ) ‘

At the ond of the yeaw, intor~tribal jealousics betwoen
the Galekas and Fingos flared out Into open hostilities
aﬁi the Colony had to go to the assistance of the latter, 1ts

, In spite of Mr, Sclomon's predictions, the matter did -

not ond there, for the Galkes living within the border-line §
broko into revolt, and there was panic in the Colony which
had last known g native war in 1853, a goneration back, SRR
Frore (4) considored that his Ministeors conducted the campaign
with unnececdsary ruthlessnoss aend desired that the Imperial -
- Commandey should be suprore over all troops, including the
Colonial forces. Since his Ministers disagroed, he tock the
“deping step of dlemissing them, and telegraphed to Carnarvon
on February 5th 1878, "A ministerial crisis has occurred.

) ,
) & %&Tﬁiﬁﬁaﬂ. Vglo 2¢ ? % 2110 . :
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.Km. Sprigg has mdertalwn tha tasle af fming 8 lﬁimstx‘ysﬂfl)

. The ‘most mportant tm.ng hGPG is not to ﬁiacusa the con-
stitutionality cr otherwise of Sir Bartle Frore's action. In
rogard to o Hinlstry whoso advice he could no longer teke; he
wes justified 1f ho could find another to besr the mapomibil‘-‘

A%y, Trus enough, Moltono had had m majority in the previous

Sesslon, but £here wors no rosal political parties in the Cape
Parlismont at the time, so much as groupings and regroupings
on a partienler questiam Profossor Eolth hes sald that the
position was Giffienlt end complicatod by the fact that Frerve
was not nmly Governor but also High Ccmisﬂiomr.(gi o

: S & 1 is interesting tc eonslider why iﬁr. uolamcn failed ta
. aupport the Moltono Covernvent, when Hr. Merriman moved what
amounted to a vots of Censure on tho new Hinistry for secopbin
- offies and consequéently the Governor for putting them there .(3‘%
Holteonot's bilogrepher makes mueh of the faet that be publicly
praised Molteno's polisy almost right up to the dismissal.{4),
That is true emcmgg {n the other hand it must be remombered
that My, Solomen himself was behind ¥r. Holteno's policy. This
is provodly an interecsting interechange between My, Solomon and
 Mr. Sprigg in 1880.{5). Tke latter loszt his tomper whon M¥r.

- Solomon kept intorrupting him with gquories, a3 be was mmng o
speech on-the dlsarming of the Basui:oa. .

¥r, Spmggt 1o would not submit to tho dieta%orshig of the -
honourable mexbor for Capetown!,
He, Solomon.. Wes, he sought my opinion and advice often encsu@x“?

’ Hir. sprigg. "It 48 true encugh that the honowrable moobor was .

the confifontial pdviger of the last ndminintra-
. tlon. The honourable merbor wes gomething worse
- than thats he was the master af the :Lasi: :
aﬁmmiatration

Agam, im 19&1 !ifx*. Solomon eccused ¥r, S rigg of having ehangad

- his opinions £or the worse®, "The Colonia! Secrotary haod formor-
1y supported Moltenols native policy, fop whiaﬁ he hed boen

, givan the emﬁn".(m. o , ,

Thon 11; is aiso mpe?tan* to remsnber ﬁhat Mex*riman played

a logling pert in the conduet of the campaign. He had been
hotly attacked for his native viows by ¥r, Solomon in the o
Responsible Governmont debates in 1871 and 1872.(7). Mr,
‘Solomon had gone 80 far u3 to sSay that if Horrimen's views
should pmmg "He would rather die than vote for Responaibls
' Government®, and had roferrod to him as "the chief muthploce
- of the extermimticn poliey.” Yot Horrimesn, as Minister of

Ggawn Lands anﬁ Public Works, acted in the eapacity of Einiater
Ly hﬂr.

It 4B true that ho beolloved in me‘s philanthropismq(&)
A% the farewoll dinmer to Sir Henry Barkly,{(9) Mr, Solomon

said that grief at his Goparture was tempored by the arrival of

the now Governar, who hed expressed the most 1liverel view& on

c2079 I\In. ?4 Fa’b 6th 18’78. Frere to Caz*mrfven. :
A.B, Reith = Respomibia Govemnt in the I)ominﬁ.om
VQlo 3;'91 1261‘ (1912).
E, of A, May 25rd4 1878,
P.A, Holtero, Vol, 2. p. 368,
H of A. June lat, 1880,
. Gf A, April- 2153 1881. ,
ehafatezi 26, .
Point made by P, A, ﬂclwnn Vol. 2. p. 368,
C.A, Amﬂl 4th 1877. S
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Hative Pcli oy to o deputat.i oni which interviewed him b@fer@ he
~left Englend. "It has boen a pleasurs to sese thet in repl;,r to
the deputation which weited upon him in Greet Britain he asatld
that he beliesved the principls on which the Governmenb of this
Colony should bo conducted was the prineiple on which Indig
was goverreds namely, equal justice to people of all erveds,
- all classes and all colours”. Np, %mmen thus believed Fmre
o be & en of his owvm kird, \

. énct:her roasen i’m* Hr, St}iﬁhlﬁn's withérmal of suppem
from e, Molteno, suggested by the latter's biographar » 18 not
s0 sound - namely, that he was partisl to Sprigg.{(1). He
points ouf thot ?xir. Solomon insisted on Cebinst renk for him
in 1872, as one of the ¢onditlors of his own acceptence of

- offico, To thie 4t may be objected that a serious rift had

for soms time been developing betweon Mr, Solomon snd Hr, Sprigg,

. precisely boeauss the former condtinved %o sugpori: the Governw

ment and the lstter lsad the opposition Lo it, In the 1877
Bossion, the difference in their outlook on native poliey was
unmistakable, 88 was seon in tho discussion on disarmswent and’
general dofence moasures, In this connection, it is useful
to note the svidence of an independent source -~ the Zuld-
Afrikaan,{2) which thought¥r, Sprige too extreme in his demand
for strong sction on the frontisr but Mr, Solemon on the othor
hend, too liberal in his visws. The Holteno Ministpy was
only dismissed in February 1878, but sarly in December 1877,
the Zuid-Afrikaan wes eamnting on the diverg&nﬁe of cpiﬁiona
in the following terms: -

, 1By wes con $1jd toon de heeren Sprigg en Solomon werden
- beschouwd als con Castor en Pollux, als ¢en soort van tweeling~ -
goden in onze Parlementaire mymelagia +++ Do schoone dagen van
_vriendschap er eepggezindl®id £i1jn mu ochter ton sinde...
Prijst het orgoon van den heor Solomon het beleid van der
hegering, hij verzekert dat zi] do Crensbosren met rasache
schreden zmi neert door hare onbelwaerheld, dm id on &waasu
hWid,..." with more in the same veln, ,

. Te 1o, of courss, paa iblz that ﬁﬁr .:.olvmon did not
appre clato’ the extent of Mr, Sprigets ditrergﬂnce x"mm ‘hiw,

and what was later found o bo the ingalicatiem of a ,
tyigorous!? native policy. Be that as 1% may, be v'as BrQee -
occupicd with g gingle guostion - the a_a‘bmn of the Holteno
Ministry., In hi_s cpmian the Gsvarmaent ﬁeser‘red to be ’
eenstmeﬁ. R .

A lﬁngthy &eabat.e(é) engued upon MHerrimen's mctian of

- consurd upon the new Hinlstry for teking office under the
peculior civeumstances., It was alleged that ths Governor had
actod wneongtitutional v in insisting on subordinating the
Colonial foress to the Imperiai camndar against the wishos
of his Hinisters, '

~ Mr, Solomon{4) belicved that since the Caleka outbroalk
was simply duc to an intor tribal feud, it could easily have
‘bsen suppreaesed, - The Malteno Govoernment owing to 'gross mige
3 ment! were m:spgnsibls for the spready of.‘ the rebellion
150 ths Gaikss,

Ky, P, A ﬁclteno has cang)la‘.neu (5) that My, Selemen

g Maltsno, V‘al. 2 P 36&

Do, Z.A, December 12th 18‘?7. ‘“Be Eeer Sprigg over den too-
, stam;i ds CGrenzen”, _ )

3} B, of 4, May 23rd = Jume 6th 18‘78

4). H, ez‘.‘ A, June 3rd 1878, o

).

(*5 ‘Eﬂtena. Vol., 2. fs. 395,
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c@n&@nt’ramd upon the aspeet mf‘ native grievances zmd naglec‘h-
od the constitubional side of the guestion, However, ¥y, :
- Belomon stated very Gefinitely that he did not believe the
Governor had acted unconstibutionally. 'e.. I mast candidly
8y, if you ask my opinion, that in this case, I consider

that Sir Bartle Frere hes been the real defendor of ouy
conatitutional vights ond libertles, anfl not the honoursble
 membey for Beaufort”., It is not mpmbahle that he remewbored
ab this time ¥r, Holbeno's contempituous reference a fow o
vears back $o the 'nicsly<balanced judlciel minds of a few - -
enthusiasts? » a remark which he himpelf had then not suffopsd
to pass in silence, In his opinilon, the Government, a8 nuch
as the countyy gemraliy had been agsalled by penic, when,
egbout the middie of Decerber, the Galekas who weve beliaved

to hava been utterly routed, returned to thelr encestral
lands, so thut hostilities had to be resumed, and when, ab

the came fime, the Caikes rose in m‘bellign.

Tho Govermmnt then welcomed the idoa i.hai: the mili:fary
should talio control of the forcos on both sides of the Ked,
only when the tide turned; did the Hiniatry regain 1is solf-
confidence, ond begin to expregs vogentment of Imperisl
Supromacy. o tmugﬁat it was the Cabinet which had ached
uncenstitatlenaily, in sttempbing to direet the eamgaign
w;u«cmu wusul‘i;mg tio Gavammz*. _ _ u

: Witn Hr, Solcwon and his pawezr«fu* Gape Aa?gzm linerl up in
agspomti@h, it was little wonder thal on Junc 6th, Hr,
Hansdorp's amendment was agrood to: "Ihat thias House s s vee 18
of opinion-that under all She clrcumstances of the caso, the
vomoval from of fico of the labte Minlstry wes unavoidable®,
My, Moltenote son supgpests(l) with sorw satisfaction, that
¥r. Solowmun repented his share in ths overthrow of Molteno
when he saw the subseguent actions of the Sprigg Adminlstras
tion, and that e thon reslised, too laie, that Nolteno was
¢he trud philanthropist.(2). Pat this is Lmiﬁrely. It
would seem to prove thab two wrongs (which was how Hp.,
Salomon saw 113 mako a m.,gm: .

‘ (4) I‘bﬁ.a - “Om wham e hac*. kzzm all his life smﬁ eaula
: mly upen"
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- Whon Porlisment was openod on May 10th 1878, the
Governcy announced that the Gaike~CGoloks war,'vhich une
hoppily found tho defousive rosourcss of the country without -
- organlsntion! wes not yot onded, and that the CGovermmnt ine
tonded to take olaborate msasures to safeguard the Colony =
gm fziz%xx‘e atiacks and to ostablish an efficient defonce '

foree 3l - _ e L o

. A fow dgys later(2) the Attorney-(eneral, Mr, Upington,
moved the socond repding of the Peace Proservation Billl,
The Colony had rececived a bad scere, and the messure wes
. agreod to without any dissonsion. It provided that the
Governmeont could, in sn omergeney, call upon tho inhabltants
of o disturbed arsa to surrender thelr arms, in exchange for -
compenaation: Only e, Merriman spolo ab all, His gole -

cbjection wos that the monsure seomed to him morely peormissive

- and not effective onough, Mr, Solomon was content to givo

a gilent vote. The Attormey-CGenoral had omphanised, howover, -
probebly for his sspecial benofit, that the Act would apply
%o all aliks, without distinction based on colour, and thet
the sole eritorion would be loyalty or disloyalty. 4As &
mntter of fact, two or three years later, in the debate on
- Hr, Puller's motion vhich consured the sxbtonsion of the Act -
‘o Basutoland, Mr, Solomon revenlod{3) that 'a gentisman' -
apparently e morber of the Governmont callied upon Bim at his
offi¢e ot this time (1878), end ssked for his views on tho
propesod measure. He had prouised his support on condition
that it 41d not dlscriminste agalnst non-Buvopesns, as such.
A draft of the Bill hed beon sent him for his approval. .
- "Hs had objected to certaln clauses and the Colonial

Becrotary promiged to have them emltted®. |

In ordor to meet tho incroased expenditure resulbing =
from the war and the new defonce plans, the Governmont socured
- an exelse tax upon winoe, It was & measure wuich had very

- important politieal ropercussions, for it led to the formation
of the DBoeren Boschermings Verenlglng, by Mr, Jan Hondrik
Hofmoyr{4) who since September 1871 had beon editing the
tZuid-Afrikaan’ , with which 'De Vollksvriend' hed been .~ =
combinod.(5). Tho immediato object of the mow orgenisation
wag to peourc the ropeal of ths levy upon the winc~farmoxs
' bub 1t wes intonded by its founder to do more than shat.(6f.

_ Tho Vereniging began to use ita influence gt the oloe-
tions in 1879, Although Mr., Solomon had vobed for ths Excise
tax, the Zuld«Afrikaan(7) yet urged its resders to support
him, boeausc the ammoxation of the Tpansveal in 1877 hed
turnéd the Dutch in the Colony hostile to Federatlon and Mr,
. Selomon was a prominont opporent of thet measure, "De hecr
 3olomon is oen wan van ultstekende bekwoemheid, en 2ljine ,
inzigten over inboorling= aangelegenheden on dergollijke zeken
al niet to onze, hij is dosnilettomin gezonde constiftutionele

{2}, H, of A, Hay 15th 1878.
- {8}, H, of A, Hay 27th 1880,

‘4;) . Hofmeyr., p. 187, o

,ia). Ibid, p. 148, » S

(7). 2.A, 28th Septembor 1878,

| g:n.); C.A. May 1lth 1878,



veginsolon boogedann, on Gon man dlo de belangon der Kolonie
~in die discussion over Federabtle nlot zsl opofferon amn de
wondchen van Dewningstraat®. o :

Mr. Solomon was probably not unaware of the Voreniging's
abtitudse to him, whon, about throe months after this srticle
appeared, ho replied o his reguisitiontats.(1l). Since he .
- asgorted that ho was definltely in favour of the principle of
an exeiso tex on wing - "I have always considerscd such a
duty a legitimate and desirable tox and that 1t could be
imposed without injuriously affecting the inboreats of those

'~ engaged in the industry” - ono suspects him of being rather

ingoruous when ho praised the forbearance and sclf-yestraint
of the Western wino-formers. Short of resorting to physical
violence, they were offering vory active opposition indoed,
yot Mr. Solomon said he doubted 'whethor any class of the -
. Commmurdty, oqually mmerous, infiuentlal end powerful as those
vho believe themsolwves specially affected by this taxation,
would have borne the imposition of o similar tax with more
patisnce and with less opposition than they have donet!,

As it happenod, Mr, Solomon had dons well to congiliate
the Vereniging. Befors the polling day arrived, Sir Bartle
Frepe preeipltated the Zulu VWer., The general tondency was to
rogard 1t as a mobtor of white versus black, and to take it
a5 axiomstic that all whites should pupport the Governor's
action, In Mr, Wilmob's opinlon, for example, YSoonsr or-
lator one of the great decisive batiles botween the white and
“Vblagk races had to be fought, Poosibly the daoy wmight have
‘beon postponed, but whoether that would have been wise, is a
question”,(2), Mr, Solcmon boeamd an extremely unpopular man,
because ho dared to say that Sir Bartis Frers was virbtually an
aggressor. AL a. publie mpeting held at the Commerelal
Exchange In Capetown o record confidence in Frerve, afbter |
soveral wen had apoken, Mr, Solomon, who was in the audiones,’
was ecalled for, but such o pandemoniuwm broks out when he =
eseended the  platform that he was unable to open hils 1lips.(3).

, In an address to his friends and supportors in May,{4)

ho romarked that it had boen assertod thot ho should nob bo
elected boecause he was opposed to Siy Bartle Frerets poliey,
but ho maintained that the Governor had no right to have one
at all, He objocted to the too close agsoclation betwoen the
Governor end the Hinlstry « a phonomenon upon which the Zulde
Af'pikasn had cormented as early as a month after the new
Cabinst assumsd office. "Er is nu geeno botsing en goone
-oneenigheid meer tuisschon Gouwornour en Miniastorlo.... Het
publisk meent te¢ vreezon dat de hoor Sprigg mot al zijn vertcoon

- van onbulgzaime pehechthoid sen constitutioncle beginselen, ml

te bulpznam is goworden in de hando@ dos Gouwermeur™,.(5).
Pognibly, ¥r, Solomon's objection was partly dus to dla-
‘appointment because My, Sprigp 444 not choose to cubmit rathor
to his own influencs, as lr, Holtono, in his timo had done.(6),
it hns boon noted that he lovwnd power and had confidence in

his ability to wield 1t well, A morec likely roamson ls that
My, Solcmon's high hopes of Frore as an advocate of Justlee to
the Natives had boen 'ruddy dispolled?!, on his own admission,(7)

iig ¢.A. Jormery 7th 1879, R | L
{2}, ¥ilmot, Hisbory of owr Own Tines in South Afrlea. Vel, 1,
p. 559,  lip dovobos pages 358-357 to a 'Defonce of
Sir Bartle Frore!, S S
(3). C.A. Neren 25¢h 1878, o
C{4). A, HMay 13th 1879, moeting on the 12th,
{8). Do, Z.A, ? Haart 1878, | -
{6). Sec Chapter B, - |
{7). H, of A, Juné 25th 1880,
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86 that he did not consider the Governor's influence upon

Wy, Sprigg to be o vholesome one, It hed probebly been his
convietion that ko and Sir Bartle Frero botwsen them could
sot the Sprige Government upon the path to Idiberalism, At
any rate, Mertincau(l) dismisses Mr, Sclomon's change of
attitude tovwnrds Frore and Sprigg mach boo lightly., YSolomon
was an influentlal politleinn who had at first profocsed to
- bo friendly %o the Government, but for some personal roason,

- ho changed his ground...” The expression Ysome personal
reosont sounds altogetber too trivial. - N

¢ The rosult of his hostility to the Sprigg«Froro aslliancs
- wad that though he was re-clocted, he obtained the fewest

votes of the four successful candidates,{2) whereas in the

previcus oloction he had hegded the poll, The support of

the Veronlging in securing his veturn at all was probably

valuable, Tho Cape A gus, in an editorlal, remarked on the

- dengths £o whileh his political opponents had gone, fo contrive
nis defesnb. "For monthas past, My, Solumon has been subjected

to the grossest misrepresentation..... His physiecal appesrance

was drewmn for tho delectation of Ygentlemen' with all the B

malice that wndispuised hate eould imspire.™{(3).

The 187% Session saw Mr. Sclomen alsrt for native intorest
and vevealed that the breach betweon Hr, Sprigs end himself
was irreconcilable. A useful indieation of his distrust of
the Goverawentls native policy was his objection to any
further snpexation by the Colony,.(4). It hes been seen that
- about three years proviously, he had como round to the belisf

- that 1t was 'a policy likely to be advantageous not aﬁnli to
the Coleny but to the natives!.(S5). Now hs swung back to -
‘his original sttitude that the Colony should interfers as
little as poesible, and he thercfore andvocated that diplomatic
agents, rathor than wmagistrates, should be stabioned with the
¢tyibes. Ho agreed with My, Orpen's suggestion(6) to the
effoct that any further extension of authority over extra-
colonial territory should be undertaken by the British ,
Sovernment through the sgenty of tho High Commissicner. In
¥r, Solomen's opinion, it was vepry desirsbls that the Imperiasl
- Government should teke the rosponsibliliby of governing the
native tribes from the Kol castward and boyond the amnge
River'. He described talk about inveding Pondoland as fa
monstrous proposalt, and urged the Govermment to withdraw _
from Domeralsnd, Y.... he 38w no nocessity whatover of ammexs
~ing this exrid and inhospitable country!, Fow people envisaged
then a (Prmen Colony in South~West Asrica and My, Sclomon
retired from polities sbout the time when the serarble for
torritory befan in eernost. Possibly he might have peviced
hiis views, Uo had long bofore oxpressed his conviction that
- the extension of DBpitisgh suprowacy in South Africa was 'a
groot advanbaget® (7). , : o

- To got back Lo 1879, the Vagrancy BLll introduced by the
Sprigs Govermment strengthoned his hostility to it, Ne,
Solomon dencuneced it as nseless and rotrogrossive and vhen
1t como on for the third reading he took Zhe opportunity of
- repoprding his objcction to it and of comenting upon the ,

- ghonge in HUr, Sprigeg's outloolk, VWhen the Holtono Governmont

}. Martinsau - Life of Sipy Baptle Frepve, Vel, 2. p. 331,
}. Ibid, S

), H, of A, August 12th 1878,

;ﬁ. H, of A, fugust 12th 1879, . R

)+ Chapter 2A. 1In a reply to a roquisition in 1869,
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- had attémgﬁéa’té garry a similarp méasum_. My, Sprigg nad
supported hin in securing its rejsction, "The Colonial
uamtm had. changed his apinims for the worse",{(1).

. Five ﬁays later, (2) %r, Solomon initiated a debate on
the Goverpnmentls mtﬁv& policy by requoesbing that certein
petitions to ths Houso with regard to dissrmemont, should:
be reforred to a saiﬁct gormitteo, Alveady in Jenusry
187945} bo had writton to hls roquisitionisis that he foared
that ths Governmont, contrary to its promlises, was sttempting
~to widen the scope of the Poace I’mservatmn Act, to sceure

'- the ﬁi&amament 03’? all natives, o ,

: e, ﬁnlamﬁ asaertoed that the authw of the ﬁisammﬁt
policy was the CGovernor and not the Hinlstry, bocouse when |
‘Mr. Sprigg wos chalrman of the Dofencs Commiscion, no dofinite
proposal to that effect had beon made, Ho was ne% quite falr
to ¥r, Sprigg. It has beon shovn{4) that in the Session
before the outbresk of the wer, Mr, Sprigg hed rounily
doncunced  the lovernwent for aﬁowing tho Natlves to acquire
mﬁ{ Jaithat,qu@stmn of uiﬂmament mst hmm bosn 6ven then
in 5 m nd,

M, Solsmm’s chief complaint was sewﬁar - that ths o
Govormmont wers widening the scops of the Peacs Progervation
Aet. AS b had vobted for it, it moroly gave the CGovermment
the power to dilsarm pll inhabitan’ass in n disturbed aron, -
mgarﬁleas of their colour, Instoszd of that, the Gsvemnb
- appesred to havo embarkod on n policy of universal disarmoment -
of nstives, Desides the injustice of such a course, he
pelieved 4t would be Edpracticsble, since it would @moumg;e
“&n extensive smuggling trede, There was talk of applying the
Act to Pasutolani and he warnod the Houge Enat this would be
n very dangorcus obtop, as well as p moat w8politic one, since
the majority gi‘ the Bgsutos were loyal and had rocontly fought
on the aide of thoe Colonists agains‘%, a m’mnieug ehief 5 iwrcsi.'

Ma% e:f the maﬁzbem h@wemr oxprossed apnmval of maa
armoment, so that ¥Hw, Sprigg ffalt himaalf free to pmcaed '
with his plong. N B ,

. If My, Solomon n@edeﬁ anything further to emfim h&.ﬁ
dislike of tho Covornment, it wao the discovery(8) thet & sum

. of £12,000, the surpius mvemze of DPosutoland, had beon

quictly anprapﬁa{:ed and that the Houss would have ‘heon lofd
in ignorance of this interesting fact, hed not ¥r, Ssusr
propoged that the Governument should expend a eortain gum on
roeds in Basutoland. Theroupon Mp, Sprigg hed to confoss
- thnt the woney had besn used to pay the cost of putting down
 the Morosi rebellion, thus disrogarding the sez»vicea the
Besutos themselves had rendered,

T yeapr 1879 eclesed for Nr., Solamon a8 it had apeméa
with much unpleasentness, His open critﬂ.cism of the Spi‘iggw
Frere allience brought retribution in its waoke. The Government

rinting and stationery conbract, which he had neld since
: gﬁ@a was toerminated in this :g*ear When the matbter waae
aism;ssad in tho ﬁasembiy;{ﬁ} it bocamo cleur that the

i). H, . f A, .ugwﬁ: 21:31:. 38‘?9
2l. H, of A, August 25th 18‘?%3.
3. © A,. szuary 7th 18'79 -
4). Ghaptzer 6. : ' . _
. 0. of A. Septambar 1Gth 18‘?9 and eé,it:csrial ;'m C A.
Segtemr 1lth. :

{1)
(2)
: 23)
{4)
{5).
(8)
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- Gevamnt had not aceepmd in accordance with businscss
principles, the lowost %eminr, though by an inaccurate
publiuatien in the Gazette, such an impression had in fact,
deliberately been cmated.- Ur, Sprige seeing that the
opinion of the Houso was ummlatoltably against the Govermmnt
on this matter, lost his head and declared thot not only the
prosont but the formor administration had been gravel;s;
erbarrassed by 1hd too elese connection botween Ir, Solomon's
commereial and political intereste. The chorge was, of eourse ’
not a new one, In 1864 Murray had suggested that Hr, :

- Solomon objected to 'removal! becausc it would moen the loss
of the Governuent printing; ﬁen’craet (1. _

A

Mr, Solomon's answer to Nr. Sprigg tm*av' an interesting
1izht on his rolations with the Sprigg and Holteno Govermmentes,
- "Hp would venture to say this, that during the short time the °
present Colonisl Secrctary had been in offiece, he had dong
him the honour to consult him ten times more froquently then
the late Colonial Secrotary did, Except on omo or two
oteasions, the late Colonial Sacret;ary never consulted him,
although it wgs aaid thet hﬂ had been MIueﬁcaﬁ by him to a
groat ex‘tent:. ; v

But tha contract was 1cat anzl it was undoubte&ly a greai:
financisl blow, In eddition, the 'Cope Times' which was first
publishod in 1876 was already proving 2 serious rival to his
ovn older-cstablishod papor, the 'Cape Argus’, He was
beginning now to werry about provision for his young family,
for he haed morried in 1874 Hlas Ceorglana Margarot Thempson,

- who hod come froa Seotland with her mothsr to start, under

' the gogis of the Dutch Roformod Church the Good T’ape Seminary
for Gir*ls;(z). | '

Ear was this the end of nia trials, In tho :Last wesk of
Decenbor, lir, Upington, the Attornsy- Genm”al of the Gelnny,
pued Franels Dormdr and Saul Solomon and Compony a3 edibor
anfl publishers, respectively, of the Cape Argus each for
£10,000:(3}. Avout a yooar before, soms favmers wepre roported
£o havo butohercd s small pardy of Pushmen on the Northérn =
. Border ot Boogas and the sccused were put upon their trisl
- 4n Septesbor 18‘78 st Vietoriu Vent Gireuit Court, Judge c
Dwyer, howevor, sent Mp, Solumon & p sz'i.v tar rogsing

the ﬁp infon that Hr, dpingtsn would , the” priconers in
or@er not te alienate political supwrtars in the district.
r, Dormer hsppened to be with Ur, Solemon at the time and
e showed him the lstter,{4) with the result that the Cepe -
Argus published an e@itorial or two in the sems vein, Ue,
Upington in conse quence sued them both for 1ibel., The
trial began in ths Suprows Court on the 16th ﬁmeniber. tn
. the 28rd, Chief Justice de Villiers, whom the ZumﬁAfrikam
nad o few years back deseribed as ”dmn trouwen wapondrage _
van der heer Solemon®,(5) gave a verdict of 1/« damagos wissh- :
cub coots againgt the puhliahﬁrs, but £5 with costs against
tle oditor, though there had been some hesitation on the .
- lattor pcint. Obviously Mr. Solomon's finanecfal worries were
not lightenend by the expermes of this ecase, - ,

" {1). See Chapter 3,
2’3 March 20th 1874, Soo Cape Argua and Kilpin. '
{3}, C.A, Docenbor 23prd 1879, :
4 . Yp, Solomon explained tho circumsbances in the He. ef A,
- July &, 1880,
{5). Z.A. 12th June 1872, Walker in his J.H. de Villiers,
. p. 6€, rolates that lr, Solomon begged de Villiers to
rofuss - the position of Chief Justice 'and prove thoroby .
that a polﬁ.tician gould rise snpericr to 'self and selft,
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- . Al¥nough Fr, Spripg ma aeuuwﬂ & majority for his dis»
 grmanent policy in 1879, ho preferred not to rely upon it, -

mt to present Per 13 omont with a falt accompli and thus foree

1t hand, Shortly before the oponing of the 1880 Session,
the Covernment ilssued a proclamation calling upon the Basubos
to surrenisr their arvms by April 18580,{(1) and promising to
pay compexnsation within a month, Tho Basutos, however,

showed signs of resigtance. For this, the Governmont had an -
erxplanation, According to I&w%imm,fﬁ Freye blomed Hr,
Solomon 4o o great extent., "The pwount of seodition preached
by thely friends, frow Saul Soclomon, at Sea Point, uwp to the
Reversnd Frenthmon on the shirts of the Bral:ensberg s -
encugh to inflame g much lesg excimble papulaﬁi@n

thably 1t 1s true that ﬁ‘ritiaﬂ.sm of i:he meemﬂan%

© pollcy enccurnged the Basubos o hold out, but on the t::'s-her
- hend, oven men 1iks Hofmeyr and Morrimen, *who favoured dige
N armament in principls, went into opposi tion nocause ’rfbay

- eonsidered the Gov@mmsnt was prococding mshlm

The 1880 Sesssion wan chamctcrized by severnl offorts
to oust the Sprigg ¥inistry. First ¥r, Fullor moved a vote
of ecensure on the Governmont for its action in applying the
Peaco Preservation Act to Resutolend without prior fzomul%:a-
tion of Parliamsnt, It was pointed out that no speelal »
omergency warranted such a otep, vwhich had in faet been feken
on the eve of tho meeting of Parlimmz The debate began
on Hay the 2lat ond lasted £111 & uro 2n8, no leaa than 45
out of 67 mombers speaking. {3

r. Solomon{4) naturally supp:ar‘bea ¥r. Fuller*a motion
ontirely, I% wap nobt only that ho could not tolerate n
- policy which discriminated against the Hatlves as such, bub
as n Gcmtftuticmjist e objectaet to the Governmont! s
aetion ¥,... 1%t 1s the most gxtraordéinory invasion of
Parlinmontary ricmtﬂ pnd privileges which I over hemrd of in
fiy life{cheers). I cay that the ucatian 1o has talen was
caleulated to ombarrass Papliament fronm taldng i‘me aets.@ﬁ
in tho mebter....t.

I“c}t RO pepular, px*ababl weE his vizzﬁiaaticn z;f the .
- attitude taken up by the Basu 68 . According to Hy, Solemtn,
they had behaved in exsnplary fashion., Without resorting to
violonce, thay hod gsked the Colonial Secretary to postpons
the prociemation £111 they could petition tho Queen and the
Cops Parliement. Nr, Sprigg had broken falth with them, fop
although b had sgresd Lo this, he had, on boariag that .
HMorosi hod been defented, mmec?iateiy orﬁerea the proclsmation
to ‘be enforced. He aeelarea that the Baautea WOrs u peacew-
loving tribo. Thoy were tillers of the soll and the sulbivat-
ed orea of Desutolend was far greater in proporticn to its -
oxtent, than in the Vaps Colony. M™es, they fought against
Six Geox*ge Catheart, but I suppose Si.r Georga Gathaart want
there to fight them?"

Hr, Solomon pointed out tbat; My, Sprﬁgg himelf malisgﬁ
the impracticebility of his groposﬁl, for at the Piteo he
had acknowlodged the assistance given by the Basubtos in the
Border troubles and had actually said that if the Colony wore
ragaiﬁ in aemger My would once WOYS turn to them for help.

1) ﬁalker, Eiﬂtory of S,A P 88:. . o .
(2). Hartinoau. Vol. 2 p. 582, Quotes & mgtey from Frez-e to
- Qapbain ¥ills of April zfith 1886. _ S o
3). E@fmasr p. 181,
4). H, of A I?’ay 27th 1880
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. In short the Sprige Governmont u&vecated a daspieabie paiiegr
of injustice t@mpaﬂtaﬁ by fear. '

. The Voteo of Conpurs was, howevey, 1@51: on the 2nﬁ a‘une ‘
by 28 Ayes to 38 Noes, But in the Confoderation Gobate, (1)’
initiated by Hr. Spripgg himself, the Governmont sustained a
yvery sovors blow, vhen it was foreed to accept "the previous
question”, meaning that the matter should not have been
introduesd ab all, Yr, Sprigg's attitude on Confodsration was
alao sharply criticized as o proof of his subsorvienco to Sir
- Baytle Frere, and it might be as well %o raview the e%ni;s
16@@3.11@ to tﬁat situation in 1880,

. VUnen Nr, Moltenc was in Lenﬁm Be maﬁa it quite elam?

to lord Carnarvon, with the aanctian of the Cape Parilement,
~ that the Colony was not propared to consider Confederabion fﬁi‘
somo bime yot. Novertheless the Seerotary of State still
- elung to his pet idea,(2) and ke commissionod My, Shepstone,
whoe was in London to represent Natal, to anmex the ‘I!ranamal;
probobly in the hope of foreing the Pecalci%ran‘a Capé o
enter o Northorn Union, The annexation of the Tronzvoal, not
unnaturally, caused g revulsion of feeling among the Dutch of
the Colony, w‘.tm with the Eastorn Seperationists, had t11l then
beenr the :ieaﬁing apitotors for o Confederetion. Their one aim
now was not to lend themscives o any scheme that might l@e&z ‘
like = condonntion of Mp, Shepstone's action., Holbeno
sympathised with thom and dissociated himself from the
. Imperinl Government's plans, vefusing oven to initiate in the
‘ Ass@mblg a @ebate on Garmvon’s Permissive Fedepation B111.(3).

Sir Bertle Frore, ecxpocted that Mr, Sprigg would be more
aceormodating and he v:aa not disappointed., At the oponing of
Parliament on May 10th 1878, there was & vather long-windsd
- yeferonce to the &enirabili%y of V& joint and friendly in-
~weatigation of such a basis a3 may provide a Baund fmmﬁatian
‘ fer 8 aat&sfae%my measum of confederation', '

L‘?m&@ummd by the prospoct of Gav@rmem support, Ur,
Patorson introdused o vesolution{4) that the House should ]
expross ite opinion in favour of Confederation, and should.
euthordize the (overnment to summon & conference for thab
purpose, Mr., Solomon objected that the time wos not rips.
in the Cape it was necossary to consolidate the changss
“arising out of the war on the frontler. Thoe Transvaal was
restive under the British yoke, though he himself thought
that the annexation was Yen jmmense benofit! to the Tremsva lers
themseldves, and would be to South Afpica gonoraliy!'. In
addition, therve was & sorious boundary dispute between the
Transvaai and the Zulus and a Zulu war secomed imminent, e
proposed ag on amenfwent, "the provious question”, Ue, Sprigg .
“also agreed that it would be advisable to shelve the Qmstian
tomporarily and Hr, Solomon's emenduent was carried,

' Ho 1;@31& hﬁ.s rogquisitioniata(5) that in a Union of the
South Africen States and Colonios, he caloulatod that there
wounld bBo about twenty natives to ons Buropeon, not counting
the netives outsldo *E’;he borders. I thought that United

South Afriea would be unable to provide for its own defonce
without Impérial ald and hence Responaible Government would
not bhe ahla to emmﬁe aucmﬁafully an imnsriai econtrol over

| {1). H, of A, Jumd sznci to 25th 1680,
2), Walker History of 8., pp. 368372,
- {8). B, of A, July 515% 1877,
(4). H, of A, July 16th 1878,
(5). ¢, A. January 7th 1879,
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- poliey would follow almoat incvitably « a proppoct which 4id
not scom pleasing teo him, cuwrlously eéncugh, T think that
this srgurent,; which 1f accopted must put Confoderation off
almost indefinitely, was Just n rationalisation of his o
ob Jection to Confodoration, It probably sounded ungonorous

to him to say bluntly thet the Cape should keep out bocause
it would gain practicelly nothing, but that swehwas, in fack,
the real réason, is apperont from the statement that "He did
‘not want the Cape to be thought selfish, but there was a
limit to stabe sacrifice". Ipcidonbtelly, although he wished
to stave off Unlon for some time, he wrote that he proferrod
that whon 1t did come, thet 1t should take the unitary
rather thon the foederal form, ) I _

"It hes before boen nobted that the very fact of his
opposition to Confodoration won for him the support of Hr,
 Hofmeyr's Vereniging, "H1j is con men &ic dor belanger

van dor Kolonie ndet 2al opofféren san de wonschen van
. Downingstrast,” R o -

, In 1879, 5ir Hicheol HickseBoach; Secrotery of Stete for
the Colonios in succossion o Cernavrvon, soent o dospatch o
Frero, urging him to consider with his Minigters, the
possiblility of raising the guestion of Confoderation in the
Caps Parliament, soom after it sssewbled.(l}. According to
Frore,(2) not until the dobate on Disarmament, which ¥r,
Solomon had initiated, hed onded in a triurph for the
Minlatry, werc the latbter mspured of thelr position in the

now Paplisnment, DBy that time it was too late in the Session
fo consider the matter. He alsc wrote that his Ministors pree
forrod to welt and obaerve Sir Garnst Wolsecley'!s course in :
Hatal, Zululand and the Teamsvanl, o : -

-7 Alroady in the provious yeer Mr, Solowon had begun to
realisc that the Tranavanlers were hostile to the British
gmneozation, In Hovember 1879, he with Merrimen, Hofmeyr and
& muber of othor prominont public men led o doputation to
8ir DBartlo Frope to urge hinm to sumon a gonvention of E
Tpansvaalers $o apcertain whothor or not the majority wore in
favour of Brltish rule, If thoy were, the Convention might
discusa "tho present snd fubure position of the Conmstitution'
and if not, "the independence of the country should be -
restored under such guarenteos sy will ensurs its future

good Government mnd the maintenance of peacoful relations
with it meighbours¥, to quote Nr, Stigant ¥, L.A,, who was the
first gpoaker.t , . _

o Ny, Bolomon{imﬁ:aﬁ by ths Governor to oxpross his viewa,
aald that he believed that the srmoxadtion took place "under g
“great rdsapprehension”., Ho doos not seem to have contemplated
‘a comnlete withdrawal by tho British for ho spoke of granting
the Tvansvanl 'larger powor! and at the same time imposing
some rostriction on them in regerd to thelyr oxternal policy.
Appurently he was unsuapiclous of an ulterior motive for the
annoxation, taking it that the British Government's primeary
objoct had been ths yestoration of ordsr north of the Vaal,

‘Frerc in bis report to Hicks-Peach, throw cold wator on
tho proposnl, To him it "di€ not... seem suffielently dofinite
to furnish a bapls for discusaion of any practical value™.{3)}.

(1), Imperial Papovs, C2374. p. 142, Hicks-Beach to Frere
i2th Juno 1878, AT
{2). c2482. o, 100, p. 291, Frore to Higks-Deach.
: Septomber 23rd 1879, | S o
(3). C2482, p, 444, Froero to Hicks«Beach, November 11th 1879,
5 ] :-.'\ ~ P 44-7



" Thus not till 3,880 after tha Vote of G@nsam ‘had been
ro jocted, dld M¥r, o@rigg think that he <¢ould sefely ralse the-
subject of Confederation. Mr, Solomon spoke(l) after he had
already snnounced his Govarnment’s intention to withdraw its
proposal., The opposition of Mr, Jun H, Hefmeyr, who hed -
ontersd Parliasmsnt in the provious year, was nrohably the
dociding facter, According to his blégropher, *..., for soms
time it appeared that there would probably be a small majority
‘in its fevour, but on the fourth day Hofmoyr spoke agalngt
it. His s?aeah inguced the Goferrment to accept ths previmm
question.”{2). Mr, Solomon's sposch was quite insignificant.
it was chiofly devoted to a juatifieation of his own actions.
He hod boon accused of sending 'a 13-11'13 message‘ to England
that a Basuto wag wos imminent, The phrase had been useﬁ by
the Cape Times., YI think every mopber of the House and most
people out of doors con understand its biltterness against me.
1t won a Governmment orgen'. He spoke proudly of bhis publie
roputotion, compuring it, by 1mplication ‘with thet of
Sprigois. '.... fOr I am not ashamed of what I do, polﬁ;iaally
or privately. I have at loast a character for consmtency to
maintaln, I hove been more than thirty«five yeamrs s publie
- many; and I do not lnow that I have ever yet forfeited the
1nﬁepenﬁen?a of my pesitian for the advantages of plaee or
DOWET s, esu’ o

‘ ‘l’he defeat of tﬁe Government on this question accwm&
for the rather futile pssolution moved by Mr, Fleming on
June 29th, that ths Govermment had the wnfiﬁence of tha
House, The opposition d4id not troubls to corntest it
- vacated thelr secats in o body. About s month later, Z
however, another attempt was made to oust the Gavemmnt.
Hr, Heyrimen introduced p motion of no confidence., He way

tho ohly apealor, Hs Geclared that the Governmont had found
- -4its way in 'by the backdoor!, In spite of snormous sxpenditure
- the Colonial defences wore littla bhetter than they were thros
years ago, Tholr netive pollicy had beon a follure, Roilway
exbongsion had been abandeneﬁ. The financisl ¢ordition was
ungatiafactory end & loan bill for £200000 hed dbesn proposed,
The resolution wos irmediately put ¢to the vete but defeated 5
by 32 to 24, ¥r, Salom mturally vctiné; with the mimrity‘

By the bime Parlimmnt met in the mx‘t’. yoar, the :
Tremsvenl had rigen for ite independence, and with such |
‘success, that the British Government was soon eager to
nogotiate a pesee, On Decembér 24th 1886,(4) shortly oftor
hootilities broks out ¥r, Solomon accompanioa a deputation
of sbout twonty to Goverrmont Fouse, to inferview the
Administrator{5) with veference to the State of the Transvaal,
 Me, Nerviman, sg spokesmen, sald, "Every shot fired 111 the
Transvanl will £ind its ocho Gown hore In tho Colony" 5 and |
read & yesolution, which rogquested that o speclal Commissioney
be sent to the Transvaal "to £ind out what arrangemonta waum
be most advantageous to tho eountry and most liksly to
reeoncile ths inhabitants to tho SGovormment of the Queon”,
Chief Justiece de Villlers wos suggosted as best qualified for
the office, The Administrator could do nothing, though he
promised to transmit the reaclution by telegraph to the
- Secretar? of State but it was already too lﬁ.‘b&. ‘ .

{1)¢ H, of 4, Juns %th 1880.
(2) Hcfmyr p. 170,

{3), B, of A, July 23rd 1880, " o

- {4}, C.,A, Deg, 825th 1880, ' ‘

{8), 8ir 4.C, Straham Acting Gov, Sept. mao - Jan, zznﬂ 18531.
. A W&llmx’o @i 3‘&6. o
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' ~ In consoquence of these developrents in the Trsmsvasnl,
- eardy in the mext Session, e, Hofweyr vequested{l) "that a
select committes be appoinbed to draft an addross to Hep
‘Host Gpaclows MojJosty the Quoen, oxpregsive of the hunbls
thanks of this House for the gracious terms of peace which
have been accordet tc tho psople of the Transvenl lately in
arnn, anf $o express thelr conviction that these terms will
be weeeived in the same spirit of moderation snd wisdom...."
and more in the some tone., Such oxprossions sound rather
fulsors and umnecesserily grateful from one who had beon
 ¢onstant in deprocabting the mnnexation and infwging retro-
“gession, ¥His blographer oxplaina{(2) this motion as a ,
tactical stroke, 1t was designed, partly %o cleer himself
from the charge of boing anti-British, and partly o con-
eiliate Englishmen wh. felt themselves humiliated 4n the
_eyoa of the Dutoh by the concossions to the Trensyvasnl.

Mr, Solomon was not Ilnflusneced by eny such congiderations,
He chose ratheyr to support Np, Watermoyor's emendment which ‘
curtly stated, "that this House, without dlacussing the
terms of ponce which sre not befwe it, desives to record '
its satisfection at the cessab ion of hogbtllities in the )
Transvaal”, He eertainly did not seruple to say whet he thought’
- It ig suid that Bhodes declared, "Sclomon would shetter tho
. Empive for what he iz pleazed to eall his prineiples®.(3).
¥r, Solomon({£) ¢id mot blame tho Gladstone Governmoent for nob
Chaving acted in accordance with its oloction promisss bofors .
the storm broke, 80 mach as Siy Bartle Frore snd Mr, Sprigg,
whe hud deedivad the Britlsh Government as $o the true state
of effeirs in the Tranaysal., By a succession of telsgrams
- they had jockeyod Lord Kimborley, the new Secretary of Stato
for the Colonlss, into belleving that sbanforment would net
- only be fatal to confedsration but would probably load to &
elvil wer in the Tpansvenl, When tho lest telegram from Iord
Eirborley, commending confederation, was reed out in the
House, the Governmont convonlently omitted to explain thé
circumatances legding up to 1, He, Solomon was econvineed
that Sir Bartle Frere, knowing that su sddresa in favouwr of

- Teansvesl indspendence; signed by soveral thousands of

Cape Colonists, was to be sent to Hr, Gladatore, tried Lo
anticlpate 1t and socure o positive atetement from the Hows
Sovornmont against sbantorment. o B '

Ultimetely, Mr. Fullor's amendment was sdoptsd unanimously.
1t was of gubstantially tho s ame import as ¥r, Watermeyer’s
motlon, but legs frigid in tene, o o

This mebttor of tho tolograms 414 mot enhance the presblgs
of the Sprigg Covernment. 7The oppositlion determined to
rodoubls its blowg. A week later, br, Fuller(S) called a
- mosting abt his house o choves a leader of the tewporarily '

- .gorbined anbil-Sprige groups, since he himsclf, though leader
hitherto, wan not prepared to telte over the Government,
should the prosent Cabinet fall, All the most prominent

mopbors of the opposition, and therefore Mr, Sclomon, were
present, bub each for aifferont regsons, declined the o
vosponsibility. Evenbually, Kr. Scenlen ngrecd to accept it

). H, of A, Horch 3lst 1861, Perl. oponed on March 25th,
, Hofmoyr. p. 185, \ - .

1Coell Rhodes « o Monograph and n Reminlacence! by Sir - .
T.E, Foller., pp. 3«5, According to Hofmeyr, p. 184, the
canecus was held on the 3lst Yareh 1881 in the o
Mutwal Bulldings. W hullee wer mewder fa Cope Toun — e,
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' ‘i:his bime, he Basukos were in open robelllon and
_tha 3@ ony was finﬁing it almost impessi le to subdue thom
effecturlily., In these clroumstances, Mr, Scanlen on April
1lth movoed & mobtion of rio confidence in the Sprige Govornment,
e, Solomon,{1) in spite of having Boen accused of imnciting

o the Basutesn to sodition, said he considersd it s most

disastrous thing for the Bosubos thomsolves, o bromk oub

I A

into rebellion, I@amrthel&asﬂ, Hy, Sprigg tsfaa chisfly o blome |

since ho had broken his pr@mi% given at a Pitso, not %o

apply Discarmament suddenly.  Ho advised tho House once more
to consider tho policy he had advooated, though without

 mmch hope, on the ove of the Rpsponaible Government, and ab
the begmning of the Sprige vepims, after the E‘ﬁikauﬁaISRa '

© war - nuely that the Imperisd Gwemaant ghould bo voquosted

$0 assuie responsiblliby for administoring tho mz’hive tribes
“east of the i{l’-ﬂ. anﬁ mrth of the Orange, _ .

¢n the wte bﬁin g taken, Hp, Semnlen's motion was

defeated by thyoe, owing to the fact that the (Piqualerd Vest

zﬂemaenta%hm mha cane down for the firat time in thia yeor,
held the balaones, Rhodes mede his maiden speech on this
occasion, declering himsolf an inﬂependam man, He sided
with the Government becouse he 481d not belileve the time had
came for a chenge.(2)., Yr, Fuller had proviously Ee-li,eiteﬁ |
his support for the anti-Sprigg group, but he had answered,
"Don't try and hmm w3 on to 8 party stick".(3).

o meaéy in Femmary iggl, ﬁm Basubos haﬁ sued for peace,
but the war dz‘agg@ﬂ on boeause M, Spriggls terms wers too
haroh, but in April, both aldss agraaerl to arbitration, ond on

—ths Eéth Siv ?.Eex*mies Robinson's Award was published. The

Besutos r*eally had the best of 1t becgmuse though mqmeé to

- pay e fino in eatile and componsate Ewrspoan traders whoss
- gtores had been looted, they wore pormitted to retaln Shoir

'_rifles on the paywnt of a liconce ~ the crux of the mr.{é) -

e %va?rmm;”s ?ﬁe@pﬁa:‘mé of the Award esiranged soms
~of its supporters. Mr. Sprigg was furbher weskened by the

resignation of his Attorney-General, Mr, leonard, a fact dhich

he had negloebed o ammounce for a fortnight, The final
conse of the fall of his Govermment was the loss of the

backing of Ehodos and his colicagues from Griqualand Vest,

- because the G@mrnmnt could not promise them a rai.lway tg
Kimbevlay (&) . _

When on HMay Gth, ‘&r*. ﬂezmlen gave notics of @ furthey
motion of no confidence, Mr. Sprige docided not to faoce ib,
but moved the afjourmmont of the House, and then resigned,
The new Cabinet tock offieo on tho oth, - 1t was %o be headed
by Mr, Scanlen and to includs Herrimen ond Hofmeyy, bub

- H¥r, Solomon was ignored,

{1}, H. of A, Appril 21at 1881,
(2). Hofmeyr. ps 186,
{3)., Fuller = 'Rhodest, P S
- 44), Eofmeyr. pe ;.as.

- (8), Hofwoyr. p. 186.
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CUAPTER ' 6, _THE SCAWIEN GOVEREMENT,

- Tyers 1s ovidonce from two indepsondent sourcen that A
My, Solomon's failure o be consulted in the congtruction of
- the new Cebinet was a bitter blow to him, According to '
*eteran®, (1) apparently o jownalist on the staff of the
Cepe Agus, "... eerly in 1881 the Argus had the modified
- 3oy of seeing its political protéges oome into office In the
porson of Hr, (later Sir) Thomas Scanlon's Hinistry., For
the unexpogted happoned, Ir. Saul Solomon, who had sacrifieed
his tims and monoy to the cause, was not go much as consulted,
much less offersd n portfolio, HMr, Horriman dominstod every-
thing, and the relablonship botween bimpeld and ¥y, Solomon
‘hed nover been ontirely cordial. The resulb was thet the
Avpus was not nearly so anthusiastice for its cld frievds, as
it haod boen bitter against its old enemiss™; S

- The dbove must be resd with somo caubion, Firstly, He,
Solomon must have realisod whom he refused the offer of the _
leaderghip of the opposition in Harch 1881,{2) that hs thoreby

forfeited the chanes of bocomlng tho moxt Prime Minister, -

Secondly, the Arpus was scld to Francis Doymer, as from

July lst 1881, less than a month @fter the new Mindstry

pssuriod office. Port of the purchase price wos paid by

Rhodles, though at the time this wea kopt & secrot.(3).

Undoubtedly the chanege in ownership explained the change in

tone, Thirdly, Nr, Scanlen pursued a moderate poliey in

rogard to Basuboland, of which Mr, Solomon approved. lLatep
 whon 'letting time work' proved inecffectual, Hr, Selemon

- advised Nr, 3canlen to hond over Basutnland and the Tremskel
to Imperisl control., This was in direct confllet with the

policy advocated by Nr, Hofmoyr of Colenlal selfedefendence or

teoloniolionm? vut ¥p, Scanien prefervred to follow Er, o
Solomon's views, Consequently, it would have been surprising

- if Ne. Solovon had not gupporiscd the Seanlen Government,

Yot it is probably true that My, Solomon was disappolnted
at not being consulted, or oven offered a pertfolic, That -
was the opinion of Mps, Herriman, On August 20th 1881,(4)
she wrobte her huaband en ascount of a luncheon with the
Solomons at "Clavensville”, Sean Point. (A very good lunch,
no gt)ms and nonsense, and svorything done in a gontlemanlike

0 Tule.3ittle Saul hos been very poorly, Ydepressed and

- altogether knocked up!, bubt the poor little imp seomed teo be
all thers yesterday...... Saul also said in a very bitter way
that he 1s amuesed at seeing how popular you are in the ,
Lastern Province,and spid 'what 1t is to be in offies and €o
be able to glve appointments, ob. 88C. seess’s ' '

, Curiously encugh, Mrs., Merriman also received the
improssion that Hr. Solomon would oppose the Scanlen Govern~
ment, ®Hothing can divost me of the idea that he is golng
against your Hinistry next Session, he and I,I, will fom o
party of tholr own, mark my words, snd your tuc will be to try

o {In the Mendolssohn Collsction).
{2)« See previous Chapter. N

{3). According to "Voteran" « in same orticle, L

{4} . Meprriman Collection. No, 51 from Agnes to J.X, Merriman.

(1), The Argus Christmes Number. Dec. 13th 1913, p. 16.
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- and mnci.liate Sanl as it s.a 1no use making more @Mmies than
~-you have, and a bore is a bors. He goes round by Fpiday's
“steamer and I should he plﬁaaﬁad to hear: of your- going tc; ¢311
oh himon z&muw or so".{1). . ,

She alse corpoborated Vetamn’ﬁ aas;ertian that the
relationship between Mr, Solopon and ¥y, Merriman was nob
quite cordial. That wos of course, seen in the Responsible
Govornment debates and has boen commented en, "I do hope
you will get My, Richard Sol{omon) in for Aliwel, ond that
¥r, Scanlen wi 11 toke him as gour Attornoy-Goneral, he :?.S '
- guch a niece littls f@ll@w, and very intelligent, and 1oT mo
-$ell you tha® there will be no more fear of his uneia Saul
pgulding snd diroeting him than thore is of his doing 20 to

yOU. ...+ Nr, Scanlen need have no fear of his being mleﬁ
by his Uncle. I think My, Solomon-thinks of his map@cﬁeﬁ
Uncle in mr.a.atly the s ame way as we. ﬁe.“'(z) .

_ It 1s éwbtml whother Mrs. Heﬂ-man’s amortations ﬁa
her husband to conciliste Hr. Solomon groatly affected the
Scanlen Govornment's poliecy. A course of moderation was the
only practicable glternative botween the two oxtromes of a
resumption of the war to subdus the Basutos and abandormont
of the territory. The Sprigg Government had made o failure
- of the former and the general tempor of the country was - -

- against either a reopening of haatm&ﬂes or abanﬁamwn%s

¥y, Solgman it is tme aparcely two woolks aftar the (3)

- Scanlen Govemnt took az‘fiee, advocated a form of withdrawal'

Ho proposcd that the Inmporisl Govermment should be asked to
take over the control of nantive territories oapt of the Kel

end north of tho Orange. The Secretary for Native Affairs,
e, Souer, asked for the motion to be postponsd, so that the
Kinistry m!.ghi: hove bime for mature nanaideratim. M,
Solomon wan willing Yo do se, bub several menbers objscted,
and in CONICQUONCE the reselution had to be &eﬁateé.

As in 1862,(4) ¥r, Solomon vemarked on the strain t6
which the cons‘bi%uﬁim with its 1low fraenchise was submltted,
by the prepondsrance of natives in tho anrexed berritories,
and he argucd that if ths Cape relinquished eontrol in favour
of the Imporial Govermment, 1t would henefii financially
thereby., They would save éirecmy ths cost of native
sdministration and gbout. twc«thirﬁa of the defence vote. -
Yet ho was chisfly concernsd about the position of the ligtives
themselves, "..., for thoy wope nothing else bub sorfs =
wnder an entirely deppotlc Govermmont without ths protection
- of the Supreme Court and entirely without any voies in the
- Parliasment of tho country, and under the poculiar eclircum-

stances of the e¢asc 1t ﬂ.Lé not appear Mkely thot they coum B
have any ropresentation for yoars to como", , E

. The motion was mgaﬂwa and ¥r, Solomon.wos co:ﬁtent to
ralixaquish ﬁangmramly, his effoxnta in this direchicm.

In 16882 Session commnesd on Hareh 17th. Accarﬁing to

a reparter, ¥r, Solomon was not locking well, (5). Aftor the
Cope Timos cews out oo g rival to the Capo Argus, and :
particularly aftor the loss of the Govormment printing eentract} |
in 18‘79 be was ovammma with mnay t;rmzbles. His hea‘lth

I 5‘.@ .

(1) 2

{2). I'bid.

{3): 2. of A, ¥ay 19%h 1861,
{4). Cha;:ter 2C.

(5). C.A. MARGH 18th 1&3@2.
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o had never, since his eariiest years, been g@aﬂ but it :
. rocelvod a chattering blow whon his 1ittle demgh%ar Hargaret
wos drowned in the Sea Point reservoir, togother with t’&e _
- govorness, who had valinly attempted to's ave her.{(1).
valve of his heart was leter fourd to have been injumd {(2).

~ Ths Govaz*nar mumed that Parliament hed ospeclally
beon summoned earlicr to considey the affairs of Baeutalanﬁ :
The Government proposed to recsll both the Disp Bmape g.t :
- Proclamation and the Robinson Award. It would =wel abandon
tho teyritory nor resume the wer on a large ﬁ&aﬁz Only &
force lavge enough to support the suthority of the
mogistrates and protect the "loyal Basubtos would be maintainad
in the territory. The pacifieatioﬁ of ths robels was left
to time, Hofmeyr, spparently, suggested this poliey.(3).
. My, Solomon ﬁpgrové& of 1t, but as he €14 not feel woll, he

- did not tako such an active port in the discussions m '
Parlimnent a8 ho might cﬁhawise have done..

. Er., Salomaa gave a silent vote for £ho Gevarnmant ‘
ageinst ¥r, laing's motlon of Consure(4) on the ground that
f¥ho cericollotion of the proclamations applying the Poaed -
Pronervation Act to Bosutoland and Pingoland will be detyriméntal
- to tho inberests of this ccuntry?. Tho motion was defeated

by 37 to 18. He actod similarly in snother attack on the -
Government's polley, when on April 18th, ¥r, Upingbon proposed
the socond reading of his Bill to repaal the Amexation of
Basuboland Act of 1871, He 4id not think it necessary first
ta pak the Imperial Gavemnt to take over, becauze ho
‘argued, no legislation of the Cape Porlisment eould deprive

the Basutos of their character as British subjocts. Thus if
the Gape withdveow, the hand of tho PBritish Government would.

be foreed, MNr, Morrimsn enncunced that the Gevernment would
opposd the Bill and moved that 1t be regd that fGay alx montha,
My, Solomon seconded the d=fuément but did not spoek, The .
original motion was defeated, though by e amall:rmajwity then
¥r., Iaingls - nemoly 34 - :23. It has been observed before

- thet Hr, Solomon diaapgrwea of attompta to force thréugh
meagures by what he called gidowinds.(5)., -

A month. later, Er. Sprigg obstructed the pmposal to

: gc into eommittee of gsupply on the Estimetes.(6). Ho '
' sloinod thet the Troasurer-Goneral hed not mode it ecloar
in s statoment whother or not they would have a surpius g
your henee. Mo also demanded an explanation of the
Government!s Basutoland policy and made tho rather swooplng
statoment thet with regard to Basubtoland the Government had
toantored upen a course of vacillation, conecesaion ond
tergiversation, probably umparallelled in the histoxry of any
. Hinlstry in any part of the Bpltish dominions, since
Parifamentary Government s entablished ab Wastmimter
nearly two centures age," Hr. Sprige's bolief was thab *the
Basutos wore robeliing againast civilisation itself and 1%
wos the duty of the mite e to meet thab chalwnga.

" My, Solouon moved the adjawmnt of the debats, but
tho motion was nogatived and he then made a sSpoech in whiech
he showed clearly that he supported Hr. Seanlon's Governmont.
He sald that Sprigg 1maginad that b sione wes in favour of

c.a. Sﬁxst. 24th 1881. Drc‘eming on the tjz*evimm 'iifternoon-..
Hofmayzi ¢ PDo 210220, '

H, of A, April Srdasth 18'32.

-mmpi:er 4,

H, of A Eav ‘.Lath 1882.
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 the axtenss.m of elvilisation. To also was is«favm- cf
-ta ferward policy?!, tut not in auch & way 08 to destroy
-all the natives ita its path, Ho romnrked sarcsatically,

. that Mp, Sprigg really behaved as if he himself wors not

the guthor of all their progsent troubles, 'The reason he
supported tho present Govornment wes beoceuse they adopbed
a wolting policy. Their policy wes one of poace Aftor
- some furthor disczmsicn the Houge vrsmz into Gemittee of

- supply.

ﬁwmg ‘i:v:) nishealth lin, Sclomm was cantant to romain
 in the background in Parliamn{: and the Cope Argus, in g
sosplonal review cbserved, perhapa with a certain partiality

"  for its former patron, £t Hr. Solomon haes not made

preat spooches this Sesslon, because no meubey has had t&m
oppertunity but he has vover appearsd to groster aﬁvanmge

ag the mester of the wisdom of the House”.(1). After
Parlioment had beon prorogucd, Hr, Solomon made o trip to
Englend, in an offort to reeaver his hoaslth., In England
1nfiuentinl wen, inecluding He, J, Ay Froude and kr. Foroter,
geve him o hendscme repeption, ‘l‘hem was & yvumouwr thet he
_would be Imightod, but 1t 1o not clear vhother an offer wos - -
in fact made, or mﬁmr tir, Solomon refused it. {2)s

- Hp, Splomon returncd in timo for the sgsacial Session of
Parliomont in January 1883, A Cepe Avgus reportor observed
that he st1ll looked 111, Yhut it has nlways beon not&m& -
that o fow days of Parlzamsnt acts a3 & wonderful tonle to

hisg constibution, and Lakes ten yoars off his head. Gm
feols theb Poylismont is duly cons timted when b® taksa the
seat which hos 8o lcmg boen his own®.(3). o

Serdous disburbences were repertaﬁ(é) in ths Loribe
district, srieing oub of digpubes botween two rival chiefs,
- Joel snd Jomathon for the succession to Chisf Molepo, Tho
ucverrmenﬁ propoded ‘vithdrowing from the managoment and

esponsibility of thelr intornel affairs, whilat voiaslning

'*hhai: gontrol over thelr oxternal relatiena which is m@aasm
to the malntenmmee of oxder on the Fres State Bordert, To
carpry out this policy, 'a cordisl understending' with the
republic would be &léivated. Hr, Scanlen's Minlstorial
ptatement(s) was very brief, lasting sbout a guartor of an
hour. The Government would mrely retain an agent in
Basutoland, The Hpgistrates would coase to function os auﬁh,
“but might bo mtaimﬁ for politienl work as sub-agonts.

on Jﬁrmrv 25th, Mr, Upington led onc section of the
oprosition by zaovin;s a vote of no confidence in the Govorne
“ment's policy in rolabtion to Dasubtoland and zampnam that the
bost solution ay in the Ropeal of the Basutoland Annexation
Act, On the next day, M., Hofmoyr profuced an smendment that
the Govornmont should enter into mgakiatiam with the Imperianl
Goveprment to obtain pernmission for thoe Coclony to act 3csinely
with the Frec State, vhenever serious giffieulties with the
nativen should arisa in these territories and that no chongd
in gglicytahould bo maé%e £111 the result of such negotiation
7:79.3 LOPNT.

v, 3olemon(6) ﬂbﬁacteﬁ te ﬁr. Iicfnwyr's pmpoaal to

A a}'ui lst 1882,

A, I!{w. 1ith 1882, !Saturmy Saslies'

A, Jon, 20th 1883, 'Saturdsay Sallies?,

Govls, sddress st opening of Parl. on mt‘h.c A Jon ,20th 1986,
H, of &, Jon, 22nd 1883,

ﬁ_. of A, Feb. 1lst 1883,
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. obbain sm Imx'iai Governmontls aanetian to em:w into mn

. alliance with the Froe State wiich should operate only in the
~case of a wor or disturbance, "Surely we could not go bto the
Basutos with an offer of self-Government in ono hand end a
‘war allience in the other®, If it came to the worst and they
could nobt mannge Basuboland, they could st1ll eall in the ald:
of the Imperial Geﬁemant. Hr, Solomon seered to feay thed
“ageressive gotion apainst the nabtives would bve the result of
such an wnderstanding, snd he tried to pour cold water on the

- schem by suggesting fhat the Froe State might not agree to

such an alllance, for 1t did s great tradeo . with the Bgsuto and
wag ot no expﬁnsa for the dsfanee of its border., o prefeprod
$o support the Goverrmont's plan of giving the Besubos largsy
povers of stlf-Government, though he ¢autioned the (overrment
not o go too for In that dimc%mm Ha fevoured the amends
wont of B, Vlntmn‘%(l} (the brother-in-law of Herriman)
. that the Heuso abiould sccept the general prineiplos of the
new policy towards Basuboland, provided thet the Getalled
provisions thercunder wero net earried into epmsaﬁan until
the ‘ﬁme haa i‘imt congldered them.

fﬂr. Hofmayr's notion wes x*@,jeet@ﬁ by 50 v@tes to 12,
even his own supportors vding against it boecause they femu
the Governmentis Gsfeat, » and Ez&u Vinteont!s wos pessed, with
the approval of the CGoverymoy ¥enen apparently um?«.er the
dominmes of Mr, Solemon &nﬁ nis followers®,{2).

_ - The palicy of ¥Gclmalism’ is not anﬁimly to ‘be
rogarded as based on hoptility botwosn Dutch end Engiish,
- The majority of Hofmeyr'ls followers were natwrally Dautch, but
it wos Hhodes, an Englshmen, who urged the slimination 'c}f

the Imperial facton| 3). Cortainly i, Solomon di¢ not approsch
- the question in that light, It merely secmed to him that the
administration of the extra-colonial native tervritorics was -
© too heavy & burden for the Colony, end short of complste
- abandonment , the only reascmabl& s{aiutian was to hand over %o
trza Imperial Sovarnment, . A

Ho was ethew&se on very gcat torus with the Dm:ch. Any
hostlility to hiwm because bo did not oppose the anﬂexaticm of
the Dismond Pilelds was dispelled by 1879, whon Bofmoyrts -
Vereniging supported him et the eleetiﬁns .  His bold cone
demnation of Sir Bartle Frore's attempt to prevent the
retrocession of i:he ‘Z‘mnwaal was doubtless not unpleﬁsing to
them. : _

: : The Exeise 'ﬁax smich haﬁ led te i:he fematian of thoe
- Vereniging was regarded by Mr, Solomon a8 an cconomie mabter,
anf hs oppossd 1t3 repeal when Hr, Hofmeyr woved to that :

offect in 1882, simply bscause he was on principle, opposed
to pmteetiﬂn{ﬁ) “The motion was lost but sbout a month
loter Mr. Iﬁybm*gn secured o Bill to vrepeal the Aet.(5).
However, the Vereniging haé supported him in 1879, kmwmg

- very weil that he favoursd the Exsim duty . N

& much mm:'a impartmst rBasure of Im;.myr's seoured the
guppert of ir. Solowmon - glthough not vhole~hearted, In
1881, about a month after the Scanlen Government took offiece
with Mr, Lﬁfmsyr as ?éinister without Parﬁfciia, the Reverond

ﬁ; of A. Jan, 30*311 18823 ,

« Hofmeyr. pJ 234. A P ’ o
. 'Wingex! « Goeil mmdea o His Eoli.ti‘cal life and Speeches
pp. 66, 185, R e

Re of &, April 6tn 1&353? ' ‘

{1).
(2)
{3)
(4},

{8}« B, of A, Hay 17th 1882+
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W, P, do V1illlers moved a resolution that the use of Dutch =
should be permitted in Parliament.(l). Hofmeyr had previously
put the motion on paper es a purely private one, bub as hias = -
opposition was misunderstood, he withdrew 4{t, and the
Reverond W, P de Villiers then took charge. ¥r, Solomon

. supported the motion as a matter of natural justice considering

‘that it was the languege of two~thirds of the population.(2).
- Yet ho admitted(3) that he was not really in fgvmm of it,

- beecause he belleved it would be attended with great incon-
‘venlencs and that it was !'a boackward step!., However, he
thought Sprigg exapgerated in his talk of agitation for a

Dutch Ropubldic. He believed the whole of the Dutch population
wes In favour of DBritish ruls, Mr, Fuller's motion, secondsd -
by Kr. Rhodoes, that the letencss of the Session demanded that
the question 5{3 loft over to the next yemr, was; he thought,
not sineere, He produced anothor amendment, "That this House, -
if assured by next Session that the feeling of thoe country is
in favour of the change of the Constitubion in the direction
indicated, will be prepared to make such alterstion®, .
¥r, Hofmeyr supported Mr., Solomon's amendwent., He romarked
significantly that if he really wanted a Dutch Republic, he -
would keap one or two grievances against British institutions '
- unredresszed, Parliement was, howsver, prorogued sudﬁshlg' and
- the question thus lapsed for the time being., In 1882 (4) it
pasged withoub & divislon,; only ¥r. Sprigg ralsing some
. objections, based on expense, inconvenience, snd the rival

‘goerits of literary and colloguial Dutch, Ths Governwent

- supported the messure and hence its passage was very smocth
indeed, It 18 rather amusing Ho think that Hofmoyr once
visualised a struggle needing as much persevorance and patience
a8 ¥r, Schrmon!s campaipgn for his Velunbayry BL11l.{(58). |

_ . VWhon Parlioment was opened for the rogular Session in
Jung Mr, Solomon was 111 and he retired shortly after, but he

- hed the satisfactlon of knowing that Scanlen wns following

- his sdvice, for it was announced(6) that the Commissionsr of

Crown lands end Public Works (Mr, Merrimsn) had been sent to

- BEnglend to asak the Imperial Jovernment to take over Basutolend,
Hofmeyr from this time dofinitely sgltated for a 'Coloniglt

policy and even Joined Upington in a motion approving abandon-

mont but condemning the hending over to the Imperial Government.

It waos lost by 39 bo 27.(7). Hot 111 tho elsction of 18834
did he obtaln a party powerful enough, a8 the lergest minority,

to enable him, in collaboration with Rhodes, to gulde the

policy of Pariiarment in the opposite dirgetion to that

advooated by Mr, Solomon.(8). , .

It is theyofore obviocus that Mr, Solomon's infiunence only
waned with his dissppearsnce from the scone, though whethsr ,
~ he would have besn dble to conbinmus effective oppositlion to
the Rhodes«lHofmoyr alliance 13 enother matter altogother.
Cortainly it 1s not accurate to say, as Mr, Kllpin d4id, that
1881 'merks the fall of "the moat sogacious Parlierentorien™{9)
He was a power to bo rockoned with to the very end, '

)o Ho of A, Junc 14th 1881,

). Ibid, e

1. B, of A, Juns 2lsb 1881,

). H, of A, Mareh 30th 1882, _

}. 8ee Chapter 20, ' ’ R
}J. C.A, June 28th 1883, Parl. opened on 27th,
)o 1b1dl ?. 2426 :
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| CHAPTER 9. LAST "EEARSZ. o

Tittle romains to be told, Immeﬁim;ely ﬂi‘ts:,r the .,
opening of the smeeond Session of 1883, Mr, Sclomon became
too 11l to attend. In the roport of the proesedings in
- Parllemont{l) there is s beld statoment that a notice of

motion was given by Mr, lewis, on behalf of Mp, Solomon,
for the appolntment of the Saieut Committes on Stending
Rules and Ordors ~ this although o paragraph above, in a
list of mewbers present, Mr, Solomon's name appears.
Kr. Eilpin, vhose. articie is the most volusble source for .|
this perlioed, glves an explanstion *.... he rose when called
upon by the Spesker, Pub he rose as o man who hps stoppered
through e gtorm, and been blinded by its fury. Ho forgoet
what 1o hed risen for, Ssuer(sic) prompted him and a scens .
wes averted,! This account conflicts on a point of detail
with the neWSpapGI’ version. bui: is pmbably subatantiany
' Cﬁx‘mﬁﬁio

Shortly therscaftor Mr, faolemn 1eft on anothor trip to
 Englend to sesk medleal wdviee and as early as July 7th

the Cape Argus remarked, in its 'Saturday Sullies?, that
e, Solomon's empty chair is all the more noticeahle
beconso he was always in his place, no matter hovw dry the
conmitiee work, or how dull the devate®., Before his
departure the p*pinting business conducted by himpelf and hia
brother Henry in partnership, wag transforred to the
management of the gons of the 1atter, .Hanry 5111‘110:" and
Charles Solomon.(2).

T e goreral opinion was thab fér bal@m@n*a pentical
- capsey was onded, According to the 'Lantarn tan sdmirable
- portreit in oils, by Mr. W, Schroeder has ‘been purchased by
Mr. Irvine, ¥,L, A., with the intani;ian of preeenting it tc
the Housoe of Assemblsr.(si.

Again,thﬁ Cape Argus in o revmw of 'the Bead Farliament' "
wrote, "No one has arisen to £1l11 ¥r, Paterson's placs, while
the loss of Mr, Solomon, for there can be no indelicney in |
_rogarding him as lost tﬂ Parliament.... appears 1ikely to Lo -
irroparable for many yeara", YNevertheless, in tho way of
 the world, the .article went on to hail Iﬁr. H@imayr an&

#r, Rhodes a5 the now londers . {4},

There was soro ta,'l.k of flonting a mquis‘? tion for ‘
Hr, Solomon, but in the ghsence of any hope that o would be
able to stanc’i 4t was held to bo ‘an unmeening ‘compliment? ,(5).

M, Solomon remineﬂ in England for two years, roceiving
. medical treatment from Sir Androw Clavk,., Ho then voturned

- %o the Cspe from which he had formerly been taken wesping
_bitterly, 'lz’hce & heartbroken chila* 6} :

pgamntiy he yet echerishsd hopes of retm-ning to public
life, (7 He was meted with the nsws that the business in

B, of A, J’une Q?t:h 1886.

-'(
|
%

(

1). :
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7). Ibid, S e



which hs atill had a conslderable intersst hod been woefully
mismanoged and wes unable to meet its presaing debts. He

- deelded o sell oubt completely and $0 save gs much as e
eould, along wlth the othor creditors, for the future noeds

of his dspendents.{1). o o

Disheartened he returned to Englend for the last time - |

the date of his departure is uncertsin. Shortly after his
arrival hiss econd gon, George, died from blood-poiasoning.(2).
~Dupring the vemaining years of his 1ife hewas vory 111
indoed and the rumour was cufroent and sven found expression

in tho obituaries, that his great brain had becoms beclouded,

This was not true, however, He died before dewn on Surnday,
October 16th 1892, abt a swmmer villa at Xilereggmen on the |
Clyde,and was burled in tho Ocklynge Cemetery, at Easthourns,
in a qulet cornor screened by an overgroen hedge®.(3). The
spot iz marked{y an obellisk bearing the simple inseription,
“Saul Solowon, born at St, Helena, 26th May 3817, dled -
16¢h October 1892.{(4). o S

When the news of his deathwas recelived st the Cape, a
Henmorial servics wans hold at the Congregationsl Church,
Caledon Squares, and was attonded by monmbers of the prosent
ané formey Ministeries and Parlisments, as well as other
bigh dignatoriss.(8). Yot ,aiggnifieantiy enough, the Caps
Argus bepan iss obltuary thusi- "Mp, Solomon had boon so -
withirown from the 1if£6 of the Colony, not Lo gpesk of the
ged veclouding of hiz once brillient foculties(sie) which
prevented coprespondence with old friends and assoclates;

" that the nows has a pathotic btouch of rewmotermsss’.{6),

- Tributes werc showsyed from all sides, upon the memory
of this men vho for thirty years had been & domineting
influsnee In the political 1ife of the Colony. The 'Cape
- Timeg! commenied on the great life-handicap under which he
hag laboured, "dr, Solomon's position among the loading men
of this country wag one of peculier distinctlon, A physical
disebllity which only o courage and porsoversnce of heroie
- type could have surmounted, invested him in tho end with all

the ciigfgnity‘ belonging to a supreme victory of mind ovor
- matberi{7}. | ' | |
In the words of the Zuid~Afplkean, 'Saul Solomon was
oen merkwasrdigs verschijning”, -Its praise was generous, and
particalarly notoworthy, as it came fronm a soction which had

at one time secused bim of having 'a strange predilection for

the position of sdvocate for Black versus White'(8), o
"altoonde hij zich hler ceon negervriend, in dor dead was hi}
gon vriend van armen en verdrultber:, een vijand van heer-
sthappij, bezicld met hot goloof aan den mensch als Zoodanlg
on 33-}'} -?e)'vri_jmiidven gelykheld die dien mensech tos zulion
komen” «(B). L - ' ' o

{1). C.A., Nov, 14, 1885, "Saturday Sallisa”, o

{2). Eilpin, Mra, Solomon wrote an account of the desths of
' Haggle and George in 'Echoss of Two Little Voices! but
1t was written for children and iz rather "Sunday-
schoolish®, S LT
Kiipin, = y :

Artiele on Saul Solomon by M, Hablnewitz in the S.A.

. Jewish Yearbook (1928) pp. 231«5B, o

€. Times Octobor 23rd 18982, '

C.A. October 17th 1892,

C. Timsg October 18th 1892, v

Soe Chapter 20, _ '

De B.A, 'Ter CGodachtonis?' 18 Oktober 1882,
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o years 1ai;er at & ﬁemrim Servica{i) in the
vestibule of the Houses of Parlioment (in which ke nover sat,
elthough he hed been the first %o suggest their mnsi:metmn) (2)
S83r David Tennmank, the Speaker, unvoiled a marble bumat of
liv. Solomon, szemteé_ by a Seoftisk sculptor and presented by
Hrs, Solomon, &Among others, Mp., J, W, Sausr sdded his
tributo, In this. thesis tir, Bolomon's actions have been
criﬁzcally ezamined and inconsistencies noted, but 1t should

- be emphasised that they were reaily minor ones, so that it

is poggible to confivm the deelarvabion of Hr, muer which
has indeed, a mofern ring, that "the reeding ¢of a fa.istom

{:he 1ife of Ny, Solovion will impress every mind with the
gren%: qualities which he pﬂﬂS"SéEﬂ and will be goeﬁ seced
sown m th@s@ days of more than preasing ex'g;edmney ’

c. A sé@tember 7th 1894,
H, of A, %’é’wﬁh a&u@st 3&3%.
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2. C 508 No. 94, Augwst 30th, 1871 re ‘the British
R Goverment's views on the subject of Scuth
. Afriean Federation.v o

3, C 732 No., 22, June 17th, 1872, Barkl‘y to
S Kimberley re Griqualand West,

4, C 732 No, 60, December 2nd, 1872, Barkly to
3 Kimberley re the formation of a Miniatry.

5. C 2079 Wo. 24. February 5th, 1878, Telegram
- from Frere to Carnarvon re the dismissal of
o Molﬁeno. | , o .

6. C 2374, lst June, 3.8‘79. Hi cks-Beach o Frore
. re Gonfe&eration‘ ' . ‘ . '

7. C 2482 Fo., 100, Septamber 23rd 1879, Frere to
, Hicks—Beach in reply to abcve;

8., € 2482 No, 162, November lith, 1879. Frere to
~ Hicks-Beach re depubation dbout the Transvaal,

Q. Gape of Good Hope Govermment Gazette 1840, 1847,
10, Cape of Good Hope., Appendix 2 to the Votes and

Proceedings of Parlisment, 1872, The - Federa-
tien Commission Report, -

- NON-QFFICIAL.

i, Iestter from Agnea to J.X, Merriman. August 29th,
%881 NOS 51 in the Merriman 001lectian, '
S ‘A P L' » S

2. Ech?es o§ Two L&ttle Volces = Gearglna M. Sélomon.
ML) ,



\.g,‘

NEWSPABERS. (S.A.P,L.)

N.B.

. Inc tbs footnotes to the text some obvious

gbbreviations for the newspapers have been used, as

1Z2,4," for Zuld«Afrikann; "C.A," for Capo Argusy snd .
"3, ACLA," for South African Commercial Advertiser « also
"H, of A," naturally indicates House of Assembly, It may
again be noted here, as it has already been in the fore- .
word, that the reports of debates were taken from the
"South Africen Commerceial Advertiser & Mail" up to
1863 and subsequently from the Cepe Argus. The newspaper
date wes not given for the sake of avoilding confusilon,

It is gonerally a day or two after the actual debate.

I, iam-s-las‘z;

THE_SOUTH AFRICAN COMMERGTAL ADVERTISER
. DB ZUID-APRIKAAN. 18311854,
mE CAPETOWN MATL. 18411853,
| HE GAPE NONITOR. 1850-1854,
TEE CAPE MERCAWTIID ADVERTISER, 1862-1854.

19:51.-1854 -

11, '1854-3188;3 .

THE SOUTH AFRIGAN GOMHERGIAL ADVERTISER.& HALL,
| 1854*1869

| DE_ZUID-APRIKAAN, 1854-1883,
THE CAPE NONITOR, 1854-1862.
TNE_GAPE ARGUS. 18671883,
THE OAPE TIMES,  16876-1885.

THE GRAHAM'S TOWN JOURNAL. 1854-1883,
THE _EASTERN PROVINGE HERALD, 1854-1883,

1T, | | o
| THE CAPE ARGUS, 1883-16865 18025 1804,
THE CAPE TIMES, 1892, |

'DE ZUID-AFRIKAAN. 1892,




 SECONDARY _ SOURGES.

AJ  CONTEMPORARY or NEARLY CONTEMPORARY.

 (a) PAMPHIETS & ARTICIES .

1,

.
. 8"

(b) BOGK
| 1.

7

"PROS?EGTUS of ﬁhﬁ Firat Arnual Public Examination
of the south African Collegs, beginning
12th Auguet 1830," (S‘A P.L,)

"PROSPEC@US of the Second Annual Public Examina-
tion cf the South African Callege commencing
Monday , August 15th, 1831." (s.A.P.L.)

iﬁTRGDUG”GRV DISCQURSE delivered at the Townhouse

: ’ T A numerous English audience on

?ch ganu?ry, 1868 by Ir. ANE. Ghanguion»
S.A L . ’

| KAAPSCIHE ALNANAE EN NAANBOEK-. 1856, (1.L.)

CAPE_OF 000D HOPE ALMANAC & ANNUAL REGISTER,
1838, 1848, 1885, (.L.)

»ELEGTIQN OF MR, SAUL SOLOMON to thﬁ House of

R

Agssembly for the EZEy of Eapetown, Cape of .
‘Gool Hope. (S AP LY

7THE CAPE JLLUSTPATED MAGAZINE . Vol. III. 1892wo.

pp. 70=1, An article in memorium, (I.L,)

OpRR LANTERN®, 1883, (S.A.P.L.)

W ,NURRAY - ('Limner' of the 'Gape Mbnitor')
—Pen & Ink Sketehes in Parlisment, The edition
published in 1864 contained a collection of
studles mafde in 1855 {Book I ) ana in 1864
(Book II.). (5,4.P.L.,) |

v,;R . HURRAY « "South Afrlean Reminiscences“

(S.K.P.L.) o
F. R, STATHAM ~ Blacks, Boers & British. (1883)

AHTHONY TROLLOPE « South Africa, Volume I,
" (8.4,P,L,) :

3 J. A, FROUDE - Short Studies on Groat Subjeets,

ord series (1877) conbains 'Ieaves from a
South African Journall., (8,AP.L.) .

2 NOBIE - South Africa. Past & Present. (1877),

SIR JOHN KOTZE - Biographical Vemoirs and
eminiscences.}-

SIR T. E. FULIER - Gecll Rhodes. A k&omgraph |

ond & haminiscence¢



B.

MGDERN WORKS ,

(a)

{b)

{ c')

mapmws & ARTICIES, |
1, RALPH KILPIN = "John Fairbairn”\ Cepe Argus,

~ March z6th, 1921

2. - « "Saul Solomon“ Gape Argus,
| Apml 23rd, 1921. . ! ’

Ss ”SA‘{IL SOLONON by M. Rabinowi‘bz in the South .
Ki‘mrILc?n Bawiah Year Book 1929 pp. 231=-235,

4, THE CAPE ARGUS XMAS NUMEER ., December 13th, 1013,
- T p. 18, "Cape Town's TIdest Dally" by
'Veteran‘

5. ”HI{LJ%W) IN 80UTH AFRICA - b;y Ra’bbi br, J.H, Hertz.

BOOKS B |
1. DR, LOUIS HERRMAN = The Jews 4n South Africa.
2, A, WIIMOT - History of Our Own Times in South
MTLC8e Jol. 1. 1872-1879 (1897;
Vol,JI. 1880-1389 (1898
3. AN@}LA JAXES & NINA HILL Mra. John Brcwn.

4. Je Ha HOFIEYR - The ILife of Jan Hendrik Hofmeyr.
(Onzé Jen) .

.;5." E, A, WALKER = Lord. ge- Villiers and his Times.
' Soumca. 1842a1914.

6. P. A. HOIFENO - The Life & Times of sir John
- ﬁharles Molteno. (2 Vols,)

7, sm PERCIVAL LAURENCE - The Life of John Xavier
. ?err\man. . -

8. B wnmws Oecil Rhodes.'

9. "vmmx" - Cecil Rhodes. His Political Iife
. péeﬁheﬂo

10, 7., MARTINEAU ~ The Iife of Sir Bartle 'Frere,- |
. 2 L ) o
11. R, KILPIN - The 0ld Cape House.

MISCELLANEOUS

1, THE :mwzsa ENCYGLQPAEDIA. vol, X.

2, G. VW, EYBERS - Selsct Constitutional Documents
- ustrating South Africa.n History. '
1795—1910;

5._ E, A, WALXER = A History of Sou‘bh Africa.



(e) ?zingLLMOUé (cmnm.)

4, TIE,CAEBEID% HISTORY OF THE BRITK%H T‘HPIHE
" vol, Viile LSouth ALTLCH) .

B, 8. M THBAL - Hiator Qf South Africa aince

6. ‘ - Vol. v.' ’(1908)‘
7. J. S, zmrm

Ls‘~ The Gape Gnloureﬁ PeOple -

8. &, w. DE KIEWIET - Britlsh Colonisl Policy and
- T iEh African Republica. (1848-1872)o

9. A, B, KEX“H - Responaible Covernment 1n the
‘Dominions. Yol, 3, (1912),

10, IQJ Glﬁﬂ "Principles of Political Bconomy p
' 'ranﬁlated by E. F, Row,

1., H J, MASSINGHAM & HUGH mssmeﬁm (eaitoxvs) -
'“Thﬁ Great Victorians',-,






