


The copyright of this thesis vests in the author. No
guotation from it or information derived from it is to be
published without full acknowledgement of the source.
The thesis is to be used for private study or non-
commercial research purposes only.

Published by the University of Cape Town (UCT) in terms
of the non-exclusive license granted to UCT by the author.



ii

This study documents a unique system of informal

‘land tenure practised intefnally at the Moravian
‘mission settlement of Wupperthal. The study
_analyses the system of tenure in terms of formal
recognized systems, that exist or have existed
in the past, and also in terms of the settlement's
physical and Social environment. Suggestions are
vmadé as to chahges which ébuid be introdﬁced to
ensure a constructive life-style for the inhabi-
tants of Wupperthal, as well as the presentation
of both the cultural and phyéical environmeﬁt, SO
that future generationé will be able to appreciate

the beauty and tranquility cof the'village.
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PREFACE

It is almost inconceivable.that a more aesthetically
pleasing site could have been chosen for a study area
than Wupperthal. It is difficult not to fall captive
to the spell cast by the beauty of this mission village
as each season unfolds a different and distinct

character.

I‘have restricted the area of study to the village,

- Wupperthal, and its immediate environs, only referring

to the other farms comprising the entire Moravian mission
‘where contextually necessary. Time limitations made an
extensive study of the entire 38000 ha Moravian mission
of Wupperthal, which comprises numerous consolidated
farms (see fig. 3), impossible, and this is a potehtial

Subjeét for future research.

A further limitation on the project is the fact that
at the time of writing important social changés are

~ taking place at the mission. This will mean that some
of the observations made in this text are already no
longer applicable. Most of the field research was
carried out in 1981, and this study should be seen in
'ﬁhat light. Where possible I have made reference to
the changes which are taking place, or which have

recently taken place.

I would like to thank the following for their assis-
tance on the prcject: Prof R Fuggle (School of
Environmental Studies, UCT) and Prof R Fisher (Dept.
of Land Surveying, UCT) for their valuable advice and
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constructive criticism; Ds M Wessels (Superinten-
dent of the Moravian Church in the Cape) for his
time in willingly answering numerous questions on

| vafious7aspecté of Wupperthal; Ds Moos (Missionary
in charge of Wupperthal 1980 - 1981) for his co-
operation in granting access to all church records;
Pastor E Esslinger (former‘Rhenish missionary at
Wupperthal), Mr Valentyn (Postmaster at Wupperthal),
"Oom Burton" Zimri (member of the Opsienersrnaad at
Wupperthal), '"Oom Baard" Valentyn (senior citizen

of Wupperthal) and Mr A Mouton (membef of the
Opsienensnaad for Eselbank) for their time in giving
A'interviews, which, in the'light of the sparse docu-
mentation on Wupperthal, proved invaluable; the
1981 UCT Land Surveying students who compiled the
map of the village (fig. 7); the 1981 Environmental
‘Studies Post-graduate studénts who supplied valuable
information on various aspects of Wupperthal (see

- Bibliography for individual names); Mrs L Bakker
for typing the draft; Mr R Begbie for assistance
with the mapwork and printing; Ms D Field for
proof-reading and assistance with the colour plates;"
'Mrs L Green for assistance with the colour plates;
and, most important of all, the inhabitants of

. Wupperthal, who provided the inspiration for this
study, and whose outstanding hospitality is deeply

appreciated.
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1.1 THE - STUDY

Land tenure, or the system under which land is held, plays an
important role in the deVelopment and, indeed, the day to day
functioning of a community. Whether a village, town, city or
COuntry, the security of ownership in land held, as well as
the nature (e.g. individual or communal) of ‘the tenure,is an

important factor in that community.

The nature of land tenure has an influence on both the social .~
and physical. environment of a region, and, in turn, the environ-

ment of that region is instrumental in shaping its land tenure.

South Africa practises a system of land tenure that is charac-
terized by its formality, rigidity, accuracy and comprehensive-

ness. Although the individual farms which comprise the Wupper-

. thal mission (sece fig. 3), which is situated in the Northern

Cedafberg region of the Cape Province, are paft of the South
African system — their boundaries have been accurately measured
-and recorded in the deeds office - the internal tenure practised
on the mission stands as an anomaly to this system. The in-
formal nature of this.internal land tenure is the object of

Study in this thesis.
1.2 WUPPERTHAL : ITS SETTING

1.2.1 Geographical Location

WUpperthai is situated in the valley of the Tra-tra river near
its confluence with the Koms river in the NorthernCedarberg,
about 40km east of Clanwilliam (75km by road) and 200km north
- of Cape Town. The geographical grid reference of Wupperthal is
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32 16" south, 19 13' east. The village is 490 metres above
sea level. (See fig. 4) ‘

The original deed of 1832 describes the farm - that is, the
‘farm Wupperthal, and not the many surrounding farms that com-
prise the total land area belonging to the Mission, also
loosely referred to as Wupperthal - as '"situated in the sub-
drosdy of Clanwilliam at the Cedar Mountains, extending NNE
and NW to Governmeﬁt land requested by Jan Koopman, SW to the
Cedar Mountains and Eastwards also to the said mountains."
(See fig. 6) - ' | '

Thefe»is only one road serving Wupperthai that is in good repair.
This is the road that turns south to Wupperthal off the main.

Clanwilliam to Calvinia road,'shortly after the Pakhuis Pass,
crossing the Bidouw Valley before continuing to Wupperthal.
. (See figs. 5, 7 and 15) ’ |

A road leads south to Ceres via a mission outstation, Eselbank,
but is in a poor condition prior to reaching the Cedarberg road

at the farm Matjiesrivier. A smaller track branches off this
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-Figuaé 4 gebgaaphical location of Wuppenthal
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The esxftuine are situated on t :laimed land, which was previous]l
subjected to regular flooding from the Tra-tra river. A dyke has
been built on the northern bank of the river and, whereas the
land had previously been haphazardly cultivated, mostly with
cereal crops, the now well-irrigated, fertile land is intensively
cultivated with a variety of crops. The building of the dyke

has not been without enviroi ental consequences. This is dis-

cussed more fully in Chapter 4.

There are approximately 35 tuine, the average size of each being
1500 - 2000 square metres. Some of these are halved, each half
being held by different families. According to Cliff, 65% of

the exftuine are planted with maize and potatoes (mostly sweet
potatoes) or kept fallow. The remainder consists of a wide range
of vegetables and fruit, including peaches (which are dominant),
apples, plums, pomegranates, vines, citrus, cabbages, carrots,
cauliflower, pumpkin, lucerne, tomatoes, figs and a small quan-~
tity of rooibos tea. '

The boundaries of the land parcels of the ezftuine are
discernible, the -majority having been fenced. This is
addition (August, 1981), and the reason for the fencing
keep the semi-wild donkeys out of the gardens. A fencc
previously surrounded the esffuine, but carelessness ir
gates open led to the donkeys destroying crops and henc
fer ; of individual parcels. '

[

c) Saaituine {lit. cereal gardens] (See figs 7,9, 15

This is a large tract (about 40 hectare) or arable lanc
south east side of Wupperthal, between the Koms river ¢
hill, Singkop, stretching from the southern tip of Sing
Tra-tra river in the north. The saaituine are divided 1

into the vleilande and the vieituine .

i) VUdeildande

The vdieilande are situated on the western side of the
that is, against the eastern slope of Singkop. This 1«
poorly drained, and, in spite of the arid climate at W
tends to become waterlogged after rain. In addition, t

is deficient in potassium.









Le



























1e






uc

R}I






1e

ib












Pl 3

LL1

‘e
















































- 81 -

3.6.2 Similarities to Cognatic Tenure

It has been suggested (section 3.3) that isolation from cities
and hence cultural norms has led to similar, less formal systems
of land tenure at Wupperthal and in black rural regions in South
Africa, and there is much cc mon ground in the respective systems

to substantiate that claim.

In traditional tribal tenure (see section 3.3.1) the rights in
the land vest in the chief, who makes allotn 1its to his subjects,
who have rights of residency, arable land, grazing, water, fire-
wood and the natural produce of the land. The first two rights
are usually individual, while the others are communal. It can
readily be seen that the bun Lle of rights held under this tenure
is of similar thickness to t it held by a resident of Wupperthal,
except that the immoveable r :ure of the land at the mission
village as opposed to the mobility of the tribal tenure has led
to limitations being placed 1 the rights of grazing, water,

firewood and natural produce.

The demarcation of individual land by a rock or furrow under tri-
bal tenure is clearly similar to the general boundary system at
Wupperthal. (See fig. 29) .so the division of the groentetuine
and saaituine by Singkop could be seen as parallel to the tribal

ward division.

Current black rural tenure (see section 33.2) surpasses that of
Wupperthal in terms of security in certain areas. Amongst these
are the fact that under this tenure the land is inalienable out-
side the family group,‘the fact that marriage is not a prerequisite
for an adult male to hold land and the fact that the rights in the
land pass on to the holder's successor (within his family) on his
death.

The fight of inheritance appears to be a source of some confusion
at Wupperthal..'Some family heads claimed that their house and
land could be directly willed to their heir - usually the youngest
son, while others held that there was no direct inheritance, and

the land reverted to the church on their death.
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Art. 2:

7. 1.
7. 2.
7. 3.
7. 4.

7. 5.
7. 6.

7. 7.
7. 8.

7. 10.

7. 11.

Art %:.

Art. 9:

Aead 1N,
»

-3 -
Elke jaar nie lat -~ as 90 dae na die laaste dag van
Februarie word az die inwoners tydens m openbare
vergadering m skriftelike verslag van die plaaslike
kas 8008 deur die Opsienersraad goedgekeur en !
terselfdertyd die begroting vir die volgende jaar,
soos deur die Str ‘:kbestuur goedgekeur, aan die vergadering
voor.

Aan die O.R. is o0.a. opgedra.

Toesig oor die uiterlike orde van die plaas.
Goedkeuring en herroeping van woonreg.
Indeling van erwe, kampe, saailande en tuine

Toesig oor algemene werk, en/of insameling van vergoeding
daarvoor.

In standhouding van "algemene" heinings en paaie.
Toesig oor die water, leivore, bos, veld en grense.

Bestuur van plaa: ike kas.

Plaaslike regula: es in verband met water., landbou bv.
(Weiregte) en gesondheidsaangeleenthede bv. (sanitasie)
op te stel.

Die voorataander n kennis te stel van enige onreélmatig-
hede of gevaar wat die Sendingstasie en sy bewoners
benadeel.

On die voorstaander by te staan deur advies en die uit-
voering van opdragte.

Aanbevelings aan die Streekbestuur vir die kort termyn of
langtermyn beplanning vir ontwikkeling voor te 1lé.

Die pl 2aslike kas ontvang alle heffings vir plaaslike
regte van die inwoners en ander plaaslike inkomste en
betaal alle plaaslike uitgawes, m bedrag aan A.K.K.
voigzens begroting. Alle uitbetalings geskied sover
moontlik per tjek.

Die Opsisnersraad behou die reg om sub-komitees
(of Kommissies) aan te stel om spesifieke take namens die
Opsienersraad of ‘anneer versoek

OPENBARE VERGADERING

Di O0.R. kan vergaderinge 1 | volwasse inwoners byeenroep,
om publisk aangeleenthede te bespreek. Die O.R. bepaal
wie dit mag bywoon. Die Voorsitter van die O.R. tree op
as Voorsitter an die Sekretaris van die O.R. neem notule
en gee verslag van die besprekings aan n daaropvolgende
vergedering van die O.R.

: DIE GRONDBESIT

Die grondbesit is op die Evangéliese Broederkerk in die
Westeliks Kaapprovinsie getransporteer. Dis transportakte
word deur die Streekbestuur bewaar.

Die grond is ingedeel in erwe (wwonreg), kampe, weivelde,
tuine.

Die werf, die pa :orie, die winkels, slaghuis, tuin en

bos van die werf asook enige grond en/of gebou (bv Polisie,
Poskantoor) wat »>lgens 'n ooreenkoms deur die Streekbestuur
verhuur word (Sien K.O. art 77 (6) (4) staan direk onder
die toesig van die Strsekbestuur (Kerk, skool en begraf-
plaas staan onder toesig van Kerkraad).

8/ ¢ceeecces


















































