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I Sl4g), dillighler of a Scotrish Fr~e ChtLT"h mini'kr and hi;; wife, and sister 10 f,JUr 

broth~rs, lllle of whom fi~,\lred III k"'nn:d large;l1 h~r life: J0hn, brilliant older 

hroliler and ICIllWllS writer. no\'eli,t, aDd man of affan'S. Rom ill PalhhcaJ, .\hc gre" 

up and Sj:>Clll hn yl'Wlg womanhood III Glasgow. where her [lither was miniMe, ofihe 

.Inl", Knox Church in (he (Jorbals. l~\1cC moving in 1<)(~, to Blink 110tL><'. lhe famliv 

]l0l1SC a! the end of rhe lIigh <;u-eelll1 Peeble,_ "lll~h frmaillcd her hllllle ",ilh her 

mnihcr and brot~r Wililn fClT the re,ll LlI" her hi' ... She ptLblish~d rwcly~ full-l~llg1h 

nc"cls b~t\\ecll I'll; al1d 19-1(), drawing milch OIl family situations and relationship,l, 

and rclw1dcd off her oem'Te with an aUlObingraphy_ Cniorgellai>lr, (.'nJ<JffioIlCn. in 

jC)·I~. lhoug.h leading a qtLid pcr,onal and LUllily lif.'. shc was wCll-kJlOwll pnblicl} 

and \n <knJand <I.' a '~akcr on pLltforms, king introdlK'ed OllCe a., one of the '-ceroId 

"l~n~r<, of bazaars and sale' of work"' (I"'"p(1rt 01' a sj)C.:ch) "he "'IS abo moch 

in,"oh'ed wltil local community drama. appcaring oftcn ,1n stage. and 3lll<lteur 

tlwalricah lCamr~ in her novels, that i., to ""~yo ,he he" how l() 1111 a rok amipl"y a 

part. A~ in lif~. so in her \\nlil1g: \->chind the )'CT!.<Jlla 01' (),[)ouglas. sccmin~Jy S,l 

mndest illld cOnJli'r\;lhk. h"\~rs thc ironical intcllig,'nce of Anna Huch;lll . whn 

sCTUlini/c'; us sid~ways as in the pholograph \\,h'Ch lorms the fnlllli'l'iec<, 01 h~r 

autobiography, She lips uS Ih~ "ink whcn. according to hcr ncphc\,-. shc dcscribe~ 

h~rsell'lh~r~ a, I()(,kin[,; likc ""a sly h~n" (\,iilliam Buchan. John Bl<cimn A Memoir 

118-9) [i-'ig, I]. fhis thesis ,mempls to go h<hind lll€ Ia~adc to sh()wthat O.l:l0uglas is 

a more intere'ling 'l11d ~()ml'kx wriwr than hith~rto rccognized. 

Irony is. first. her mode 01' 11leriIT}' delen~e 111 Lil€ post-1918 Mod~rnist era, as 

dominated b~ "Virginiil W III ff I sic J amI oth~r highbrows" (T akfn by the Hand 245-0) 

')e\'~nli lim~~ ill hcr IW'c1s. hcr different charactcrs discuss nJodml li~lioll and how 

"\'ery qucd' it is (47), Some ar~ Wril~rS lll€nJ~elws ami. sp~aking through one such, 

Mirren Strang. O.llouglas "ryl}' cOllcnle:,< that "'thcr~'s nothing of An for Art's >ilke 

al)(lul me" (Pink SUWJr I 03), her hllOk\ ar~ IVlincn, she maintains. to "nwke r I easalll 

reading" (103) for "wnpk plaill p~"ple wlw likc plain thing," (J (14). llell~e the lilk 

o I' the li~li()nal M nr~ll Stranl? 's b~sl-known work, .. ' [he T'~nn}' Wh, <,tIe'" As a musical 

instrwncnt, the pcrmy \vhistle is commollly re[';arded a, "f no accown. b~nemh the 

notl~e of the 5erious nJ usical arli,t. Y ~l thc book of that name_ purp'ni~dl}' cominl? out 

during the War. "Iouch~d the hcart~ of quite a lol "I' people" (P,nk Sug"r 103), lhis 

lll€n l'w1ctillll!. ,\<, O.D0uglao's ohlique del'ensl\e comm~nt on her own earlier l1o\'d. 
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